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Illuminated Concourse Atrium

A Christmas light display complete with disco ball is currently on view in the Central Atrium of Crosstown Concourse to
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
celebrate the holidays.

Approval of 2 MLGW Rate
Hikes Postponed by Council
Proposed increases in Memphis Light,
Gas and Water Division rates for gas and
electricity will be considered by the Memphis City Council at its first meeting of 2018.
The council delayed votes Wednesday,
Dec. 20, on an electricity rate hike of 2.3
percent for each of the next three years and
a 4.5 percent gas rate hike for each of the
next two years.
The council also voted down a one-time
1 percent increase in the water rate.
The council will discuss the rates Jan.
9 starting in committee sessions before
the voting meeting of the full council that
afternoon.
Several council members said Wednesday MLGW leaders should have come to
the council sooner than November with
the rate hike proposals.
MLGW president Jerry Collins warned
that a delay in approving the rate hikes and
a new budget for the publicly owned utility
could have an impact on its bond rating and
could be a violation of bond covenants. He
said, in turn, that could affect city government’s bond rating.
But Collins also said the bond rating
agencies were aware of the rate hikes
MLGW would propose in September.
“I’d like to bring up an ordinance so this
doesn’t happen again,” said council member Philip Spinosa. “I’m beyond frustrated.
We have to take action now or it’s on us.
Shame on us for being here.”
Council chairman Berlin Boyd termed
it “a very irresponsible way to handle a
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budget.”
“I think our priorities somewhere were
mixed up in this thing,” he said. “As a parttime council member … you guys could not
expect this body to be able to dissect the
information which you guys are requesting
us to approve in that short a time. I can’t
vote for something that I don’t have full
knowledge of.”
– Bill Dries

Lukassen Takes Treasury
Management Role at FHN
First Tennessee Bank has tapped a
financial services industry veteran to head
up its treasury management sales team.
Kevin Lukassen has joined the company as senior vice president, Treasury
Management head of sales. As part of his
role, he’ll develop and oversee top-level
sales strategies, approach and execution
for treasury management across all areas
of the company.
His concentration will be on building
and refining teams to align with First Tennessee’s strategic priorities.
Lukassen has 30 years of experience
in banking and two decades of experience
in treasury management. Prior to joining
First Tennessee, he held leadership positions at LaSalle Bank, Fifth Third Bank and
at SunTrust Bank. He also has extensive
experience as a relationship manager and
as a leader of commercial banking.
– Andy Meek

Explore Bike Share
Names Executive Director
With its spring 2018 launch right
around the corner, Memphis native Trey
Moore has been named the inaugural
executive director of Explore Bike Share.
Prior to taking this job, Moore served as
executive director of voluntary health organizations in Atlanta for more than 12 years.
“I watched my hometown of Memphis
from afar and had grown eager to return
to experience and take part in the city’s
renaissance,” Moore said in a release.
“Explore Bike Share’s mission and goals
encourage me, and to be a part of connecting people to their city is powerful. I am
ready to pick up the reins and continue this
nonprofit’s innovative effort."
Currently, Explore Bike Share’s leadership is being housed in temporary office
space at 656 Madison Ave. through February that was provided by the Memphis
Medical District Collaborative. Additionally, Benjamin Orgel, Billy Orgel, Adam Slovis
and Tom Marsh donated warehouse space
in Uptown that will be used in early 2018
for the build-out of bikes and bike stations.
Explore Bike Share is a local nonprofit
organization that is working to create a 600bike sharing program to promote transportation, tourism, health, environment, and
culture in the Memphis area. The system
will expand to 900 bikes by 2019.
– Patrick Lantrip

Crisis Center Seeking
Volunteers for Hotline
The Memphis Crisis Center, a free, 24/7
crisis intervention hotline for nearly 50
years, is seeking volunteers to answer calls.
The center has handled more than
100,000 calls from Mid-Southerners suf-

fering from all types of mental distress the
past five years, Mike LaBonte, executive director, said in a statement. Approximately
8,000 of those were suicide calls.
And while call volume generally goes
down during the holidays, the center braces
for a spike right after the holidays when the
excitement of the season fades.
“We’re a full-service crisis line,” LaBonte said. Calls come in from people
dealing with domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse and elder abuse, as well
as financial and health issues.
“The vast majority of the calls we get are
coming from people who are sad, lonely,
or facing a life challenge, and what they
really need is a compassionate listener to
help them through the trouble they are
going through at the time,” LaBonte said.
“So we’re here providing not just crisis intervention, but emotional support services
as well.”
The center is looking for mature,
responsible, committed volunteers who
are good listeners, he said. The center will
provide approximately 40 hours of training,
including classroom time and observation
in the call center under the supervision of
seasoned volunteers.
Volunteers are asked to work one shift
every other week. Morning, afternoon,
evening and overnight shifts are available.
“We really have a need for early birds
(7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.) and night owls (11
p.m. to 7:30 a.m.)," LaBonte said. “I know
those night owls and early birds are out
there. This would be a perfect opportunity
for them.”
The University of Tennessee Health
Science Center partners with the Memphis
Crisis Center. UTHSC provides its call
center, training facility and administrative
offices on campus.
To volunteer, contact volunteers@
crisis7.org or call 901-649-8572. To reach
the confidential hotline, call 901-CRISIS7
or 901-274-7477.
– Daily News staff

Southaven's Henry Schein
Animal Facility Opens
Henry Schein Animal Health, an Ohiobased distributor of animal health products, has opened its new Southaven facility.
The 50,000-square-foot distribution
center was the result of a collaboration with
the Mississippi Development Authority,
according to Henry Schein Animal Health
North America president Fran Dirksmeier.
“It will greatly enhance our ability
to fulfill our mission to provide the best
customer experience possible,” Dirksmeier said in a release announcing the deal.
“Henry Schein Animal Health is committed
to being the total solutions provider for veterinary professionals, and we look forward
to counting ourselves as proud members
of the Southaven business community.”
The facility will result in 27 new jobs
in the area.
CBRE senior vice president Patrick
Burke represented Henry Schein.
“We are proud that a company of this
stature in the veterinarian supplies field
would choose Southaven and DeSoto
County for their newest distribution facility,” DeSoto County Economic Development Council president and CEO Jim
Flanagan said.
– Patrick Lantrip

Navy Marketing Campaign
To Make Memphis Debut

Haslam Exonerates Man
In 1978 Rape Conviction

The United States Navy’s new national
marketing campaign has been developed in
Memphis by the Navy Partnership, a special division of Young & Rubicam, and the
campaign and tagline will make its Memphis debut Dec. 30 at the 59th AutoZone
Liberty Bowl.
The Navy’s new tagline, “Forged by
the Sea,” will be featured at the game, and
a new TV commercial, “Game,” will air
in-stadium.
The Navy also will participate in a variety of activities during Bowl Week, including the AutoZone Liberty Bowl Beale Street
Parade on Friday, Dec. 29.On game day at
Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium, the Navy
will present its virtual reality experience
showcasing what it feels like to be part of
today’s Navy. The immersive, virtual reality
mobile display, named the Nimitz, will be
open to the public from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
During the game, Petty Officer Second
Class Michael Gehringer, a Navy sailor and
veteran Memphis police officer, will be
recognized for his service to the country
and the city of Memphis. Gehringer has
called Memphis home since 1999, and after
nearly two decades as a local police officer,
he was called to serve the U.S. Navy as a
full-time recruiter.
In addition, fans will have the opportunity to witness the swearing in of new
Navy sailors during an oath of enlistment
ceremony.

Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam says he has
exonerated a man whose convictions for
rape and robbery in a 1977 Memphis case
were set aside by a court in 2009 and who
was released after more than three decades
in prison.
Haslam said in a news release Wednesday that he respects determinations by
the court and prosecutor that Lawrence
McKinney was not guilty of crimes he was
convicted for in 1978
They said he would not have been prosecuted if DNA testing results were available
during his trial.
McKinney had been accused of rape
and burglary in the 1977 Memphis case.
Last year, a Tennessee parole board
voted against recommending McKinney
for exoneration, saying the absence of his
DNA following a rape was not conclusive
evidence of innocence.
His exoneration makes him eligible for
compensation of up to $1 million.

– Andy Meek

– The Associated Press

St. Louis Cardinals Get
Safety Act Protection
The St. Louis Cardinals have received
federal certification giving the organization
legal protections in the event of a terrorist
attack at Busch Stadium.
Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill
announced Tuesday, Dec. 19, that the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
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certified the Cardinals under the Support
Anti-Terrorism by Fostering Effective Technologies Act, known as the Safety Act. A
DHS spokesman said the certification was
approved Dec. 11.
The act encourages sports teams, entertainment venues and other organizations
to develop anti-terrorism technologies
and practices. In return, it places limits
on lawsuits that could be filed if a terrorist
attack occurs.
The Cardinals applied for certification
in July. McCaskill in October urged approval of the request in a letter to acting
Homeland Security director Elaine Duke.
The letter was sent days after the attack
on a country music concert in Las Vegas
spurred new concerns about safety at entertainment and sports venues.
“Terror attacks are increasingly occurring around the world on soft targets
like stadiums and concert venues, and the
Cards are confronting that threat head-on,”
McCaskill, the top-ranking Democrat on
the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, said in a statement
Tuesday.
Cardinals spokesman Ron Watermon
said the Cardinals “remain committed to
continuous safety upgrades, which include
ongoing investments in people, technologies, and process improvements.”
Cardinals security director Phil Melcher
said in an October interview that upgrades
include background checks on all employees and vendors and the installation of barricades to prevent vehicles from ramming
the stadium. He said the Safety Act application also requires tracking of metrics to
prove the measures work.
The Cardinals are typically among the
highest-drawing teams in Major League
Baseball, with attendance topping 3 million
every season since 2004.
In 2012, Yankee Stadium became the
first sports venue to be certified through the
Safety Act. Several other sports franchises
have followed.
– The Associated Press

Grizzlies’ Conley Out
Until Sometime in 2018
The Memphis Grizzlies’ latest medical
update indicates point guard Mike Conley
is not close to returning to the lineup.
Conley has not played since Nov. 13,
and the update provided by the organization said he is continuing to get therapy and
treatment for soreness in his left heel. The
statement also noted he has not begun oncourt activities yet and that another update
will come in about two weeks.
Forward/center Brandan Wright, however, is close to playing. Wright, who has
been out with a groin injury, has resumed
on-court work and was projected to play
before the end of the week.
Guard/forward Wayne Selden, who has
been sidelined by a right quad injury, also
has started on-court work and his return
was projected for two weeks out.
The Grizzlies’ next home game is Saturday, Dec. 23, at 7 p.m. vs. the Los Angeles
Clippers.
– Don Wade

‘Mountaintop’ Sculpture
To be Moved Off Mall
Memphis’ longest-standing memorial
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to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is moving from
the Main Street Mall to one of two new
memorial areas.
The city will move “The Mountaintop,”
a 1977 sculpture by Richard Hunt, to the
corner of Second Street and Martin Luther King Boulevard, at what the city has
described as a place for reflection.
The city also is building I Am A Man
Plaza, a memorial plaza at Pontotoc Avenue and Hernando Street near Clayborn
Temple. The centerpiece of the plaza will
be a newly commissioned sculpture with
the words “I Am A Man” as its centerpiece.
“The Mountaintop” is currently on
the Main Street Mall between Poplar and
Exchange avenues.
Both areas are expected to be ready in
advance of activities in April marking the
50th anniversary of the sanitation workers strike that brought King to Memphis
in 1968.
– Bill Dries

Auction of Elvis Artifacts
To Feature Jewelry, Gifts
The earliest known Elvis Presley concert
poster and jewelry Presley gave the wife and
son of his personal physician are among
the highlights of next month’s Auction at
Graceland.
The auction, set for Jan. 6 during the
annual birthday celebration at Graceland,
will feature 271 lots of rare Elvis artifacts. As
with past Graceland auctions, all the items
are owned by third-party collectors and
are researched and certified by Graceland
Authenticated. The mansion and all artifacts in the Graceland Archives are owned
by Lisa Marie Presley and are not for sale.
The 1954 poster for the concert at the
Eagle’s Nest, one of Presley’s first paid gigs,
is estimated to sell for $15,000 to $20,000.
The auction also includes numerous
pieces of jewelry, including a TCB necklace
– short for “Taking Care of Business” – that
Presley gave Dean Nichopoulous, son of
physician Dr. George Nichopoulos, often
referred to as Dr. Nick. The TCB necklace
is expected to draw $20,000 to $30,000. A
necklace with a TLC design (a variation on
TCB) Presley gave Dr. Nick’s wife, Edna, is
estimated at $15,000 to $20,000.
A platinum diamond ring Presley gave
former Miss Tennessee Linda Thompson
while they were dating in the early 1970s is
expected to draw $30,000 to $40,000, while
a pair of Grand Prix-style sunglasses he
gave his karate instructor, bodyguard and
friend Ed Parker is estimated at $20,000 to
$30,000.
Other highlights include a leather
rocking chair from the Jungle Room at
Graceland ($10,000 to $15,000); the signed
title to Presley’s Circle G Ranch in Mississippi ($10,000 to $20,000); the wooden desk
from Presley’s home office in Palm Springs,
California ($10,000 to $20,000); and an
engraved 1922 Colt .32-caliber revolver
Presley gave tour promoter Tom Hulett
($5,000 to $10,000).
Select artifacts will be on display at the
Elvis Presley’s Memphis entertainment
complex now through Jan. 4, and on Jan. 5
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at The Guest House
at Graceland. The Jan. 6 auction will be
held in the Guest House theater, and online
registration and bidding are now open at
gracelandauctions.com.
– Daily News staff

Viral Tweet Raises Nearly
$185,000 for St. Jude

Former Benchmark Hotel
Set for Redevelopment

A Washington State University student’s viral tweet has resulted in raising
nearly $185,000 for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.
The spontaneous fundraising campaign began Nov. 25 when Washington
State sophomore Danni Messina tweeted to
her 1,617 followers that she would donate
50 cents to St. Jude for each retweet and
a quarter every time someone favorited
the tweet.
It went viral in a matter of hours, ultimately receiving more than 476,000 likes
and 205,000 retweets.
As news of her pledge quickly spread
across the country, she set up a GoFundMe
campaign to reach her goal for St. Jude.
More than 1,600 people contributed to
the campaign, raising nearly $100,000 in
three weeks.
St. Jude partner Kmart took notice and
got involved to support her efforts, creating
a “Danni Messina Day” in its stores Dec.
2 that raised $86,418 for St. Jude in Messina’s name.
For her part, Messina dipped into her
personal savings and contributed $1,000
to St. Jude.
After the tweet went viral, Messina
told her social media followers she “did
something really, really crazy, but something that’s been close to my heart for a
long time.”
As a member of Tri Delta, St. Jude Partner of the Year in 2014, Messina was already
familiar with the hospital’s work.
The Memphis hospital is welcoming
Messina for a tour and meeting with a St.
Jude patient during which her final fundraising total will be revealed.
“It has warmed my heart talking to
patients and learning about their stories,
but also seeing so many people help out
this amazing cause,” Messina said in a
release. “It started with a tweet but it’s so
much more than that – it’s people coming
together to make a difference this holiday
season.”

The owner of the former Benchmark
Hotel at Union Avenue and South B.B. King
Boulevard appears ready to move forward
on the redevelopment of the partially gutted five-story hotel.
MNR Hospitality LLC, an affiliate of
Goodlettsville, Tennessee-based Epiq
Hotels Inc., has filed a $600,100 building
permit application with construction code
officials to renovate the 103,000-squarefoot structure at 164 Union.
The application comes three months
after signage went up along the hotel’s
exterior stating the property would be
redeveloped as a Fairfield Inn & Suites by
Marriott with a scheduled opening in 2019.
The signage lists Cleveland Construction as
the contractor and Pinnacle South as the
project’s financier.
MNR bought the 124-room Benchmark
in December 2012 for $3.2 million from
RHG Memphis Hotel Inc. Last year, the
company began demolishing the nearly
60-year-old building before running into
financing issues that stalled the project.
The hotel, which closed in 2011, is situated on half an acre on the north side of
Union west of South B.B. King. The Shelby
County Assessor appraised it at $1.4 million this year.

– Daily News staff

Tenn. AG Issues Opinion On
Immigrant Tuition Break
The state attorney general says Tennessee’s public colleges and universities can’t
be left to decide whether to offer in-state
tuition breaks for students whose parents
brought or kept them in the country illegally.
Attorney General Herbert Slatery’s
opinion says state lawmakers would have
to pass a bill explicitly making those immigrants eligible.
The opinion addresses state legislation
proposing that the boards of individual
schools determine eligibility for in-state
tuition. The opinion says the bill doesn’t
expressly mention “unlawful aliens” and
wouldn’t leave the decision to legislators,
and federal law requires both.
The proposal to let individual institutions make in-state tuition decisions failed
earlier this year, as did a bill to grant those
students in-state tuition across all public
colleges and universities.
Both bills will likely be considered again
in 2018.
– The Associated Press

– Daily News staff

Dave & Buster’s Opening
Near Wolfchase in February
Dave & Buster’s is planning to open its
107th location in Memphis in February, in
space that formerly housed a Sports Authority store in The Commons of Wolfcreek
shopping center.
The Dallas-based restaurant, which is
part adult-oriented arcade and part restaurant and had previously expected to open
in the fourth quarter of 2017, is looking to
make more than 230 hires for the location.
Positions are available in both front- and
back-of-house capacities, including servers, bartenders, hosts, line cooks and game
techs, among others.
The new Dave & Buster’s will bring
more than 43,000 square feet of entertainment and will offer chef-crafted food, innovative cocktails, hundreds of the latest
arcade games and a state-of-the-art sports
bar filled with dozens of high-definition
TVs.
The Commons of Wolfcreek sits across
Germantown Parkway from Wolfchase Galleria mall and houses tenants that include
Target, Old Navy and Best Buy, among
others.
– Andy Meek

Tigers WR Miller Adds
Another All-America Award
University of Memphis senior wide
receiver Anthony Miller added to his list
of accolades with a first-team All-America
nod from the American Football Coaches
Association.
Miller was also named the winner of
the Paul Warfield Award, awarded by the
Touchdown Club of Columbus to college
football’s top receiver. The award, named
for Pro Football Hall of Famer Paul Warfield, is presented annually by the Touchdown Club of Columbus. Previous winners
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of the award include Amari Cooper, Calvin
Johnson, Larry Fitzgerald and Randy Moss.
A graduate of Christian Brothers High
School, Miller will leave as the Tigers’ alltime leading receiver after walking on to
the roster.
In 2017, he has 92 catches, three off his
own single season record from last season,
for 1,407 yards and 17 touchdowns. His
1,407 receiving yards is second in the country, as are his 17 receiving touchdowns and
his 117.3 yards per game receiving.
Miller’s list of All-America honors:
AFCA, first team; Associated Press, first
team; ESPN, first team; Football Writers Association, second team; Sports Illustrated,
second team; and The All-American, first
team.
– Don Wade

BankTennessee Makes
Promotion, New Hire
Corey Porta has been hired as assistant
vice president and commercial loan officer at BankTennessee, working out of the
Downtown Memphis office.
Porta has been in the financial services
industry for several years and most recently
served as business relationship manager at
Iberiabank in Memphis and First Advantage Bank in Franklin, Tennessee.
The BankTennessee office in Downtown Memphis is located at 30 N. Second
St. at Court Square.
Meanwhile, Mark Harris has been
promoted to branch manager at the bank’s

East Memphis office. He received a promotion to assistant vice president earlier
this year.
Prior to joining BankTennessee, Harris
was vice president and branch manager
with First Alliance Bank. From February
2011 through April 2012, Mark served in
Afghanistan as a mechanical tech for The
Aim Group.
The East Memphis office is located at
5540 Poplar Ave. at Yates Road.

to give our agents the necessary tools to
thrive in this industry.”
Weichert Realtors – SPM, like all
Weichert affiliates, is independently owned
and operated. The office serves the Memphis metro area.

– Andy Meek

University of Memphis head coach
Mike Norvell has filled an assistant coach
opening on his staff with the hiring of
Anthony Jones Jr., who spent the last five
seasons as head football coach at Cordova
High School.
“I believe he is the perfect fit for our
staff and players while bringing incredible
relationships within the city of Memphis
and in western Tennessee to our program,”
Norvell said in a state-ment.
Jones is a 2004 graduate of Westwood
High School. He attended the University
of Tennessee at Chattanooga, playing wide
receiver for the Mocs from 2004 to 2007.
After his playing career at Chattanooga,
which saw him earn first-team All-Southern Conference honors in 2006, Jones spent
2007 as a graduate assistant coach at Chattanooga before returning to Westwood as
an assistant coach. He served in that role
at Westwood from 2007 to 2010 and took
over as the program’s head coach in 2010.
As the head coach at Westwood, he
guided the team to its first winning season
in 18 years. That marked the first of three

SPM Real Estate Joins
Weichert Network
Arlington-based SPM Real Estate has
joined Weichert Real Estate Affiliates Inc.,
becoming the 19th Weichert affiliate in
Tennessee. The agency, owned by Harry
and Missy Spore, is now named Weichert
Realtors – SPM.
As part of the Weichert franchise network, the Spores’ team can take advantage of the company’s training programs,
starting with a three-day in-office session
next month to familiarize agents with the
Weichert business approach. The Arlington
affiliate also will be eligible to receive sales
leads from the Weichert call center to help
grow its local market share.
“Weichert just had the right management systems and back-end support
needed to grow our company and help our
agents achieve new levels of real estate success,” said Missy Spore. “Joining Weichert
means we don’t have to reinvent the wheel

– Daily News staff

Cordova HS Coach to Join U
of M Football Staff

MARK THE DATES
IT’S TIME TO ROLL!

straight regional football championships
and three conference champi-onships
(2010, 2011, 2012) for Westwood.
In 2013, Jones left to take over the
program at Cordova High School. His first
season at Cordova saw the program post its
first winning season in nine years and his
2016 team posted the most wins in school
history and advanced to the semifinals of
the TSSAA state championships, falling to
the eventual state champs.
A 2007 graduate with a degree in business from Chattanooga, Jones also holds
his master’s de-gree in education from
Union University.
– Don Wade

First Tennessee Bank Wins
Industry Awards
First Tennessee Bank has received
multiple national awards from Greenwich
Associates as part of the group’s 2017
Greenwich Best Brand Awards.
In evaluating more than 750 banks,
Greenwich Associates identified a select
group of banks that performed at different
levels compared to peers at the national
level. First Tennessee won four awards
recognizing its top evaluations from clients.
In the Small Business Banking category,
First Tennessee won Best Brand awards for
“Ease of Doing Business” and “Trust.” In
the Middle Market Banking category, First
Tennessee also won Best Brand awards
for “Ease of Doing Business” and “Trust.”
– Andy Meek

Round up your friends
and coworkers, and
reserve your lane today
for Junior Achievement’s
33rd annual bowl-a-thon,
our largest fundraiser of
the year. Make a
difference in the lives of
our community’s youth
while having a great time!

Register now! Call
901.366.7800 or visit
Bowlathon.com.
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The Economic Development Growth
Engine for Memphis and Shelby County approved a pair of tax abatements Wednesday,
Dec. 20, that have the potential to affect more
than 1,000 jobs in the county.
The payment-in-lieu-of-taxes agreement
for California-based life sciences, diagnostics and applied chemical company Agilent
Technologies would create 117 new jobs,
while one for a division of multimedia production and distribution giant Technicolor
would retain anywhere from 158 to 916 jobs.
“Both PILOT projects serve to enhance
and expand the local economy by recruiting,
retaining, and expanding the employment
base of the Memphis and Shelby County
community,” said EDGE president and CEO
Reid Dulberger.
Agilent Technologies, which sought a 10year Fast Track PILOT to expand its facility at
5050 Holmes Road, said the 117 jobs created
by the project will have an average salary of
$40,670 excluding benefits.
In addition to the new jobs, Agilent will
invest $720,000 at the facility, including
$360,000 to renovate 220,635 square feet of
the 454,713-square-foot facility and $340,000
to purchase new computer equipment and
copiers.
EDGE staff projected a little more than
$5 million in local total tax revenue will be
generated during the PILOT term with a $1.6
million benefit to the applicant, for a 3.13
cost-to-benefit ratio.
Per the terms of the PILOT, Agilent must
spend at least $332,184 with Memphis and
Shelby County certified minority and women
business enterprises (MWBEs).
Headquartered in Santa Clara, California, and employing more than 12,500
workers worldwide, Agilent specializes in
providing life sciences laboratories with instruments, software, services, consumables
and applications focused in six key areas:
food, environmental and forensics, pharmaceutical, diagnostics and clinical, chemicals
and energy, and academia and research.

Map data ©2017 Google

The expansion will
make the Memphis logistics facility the company’s
primary American distribution center.
The EDGE board approved four expansion possibilities for Technicolor Videocassette of Michigan Inc., a division of France-based Technicolor SA, that
would retain 158 to 900 full-time positions
with an average annual salary of $45,675.
In a bit of an atypical fashion, Technicolor will have until March 30 to notify EDGE
officials which of the four scenarios they are
choosing to base their PILOT award on.
Officials hope that the tax incentive
package will shift the balance back to Shelby
County, as Technicolor is also considering
moving all or part of its local operations to
locations in Fayette County; LaVergne, Tennessee; or Huntsville, Alabama.
The first scenario, which is the most
lucrative, is a 15-year Expansion PILOT that
would retain 916 new jobs averaging $46,085
a year and result in $14 million of capital
investment, while the fourth scenario, which
is the smallest, is a 10-year PILOT that would
retain 158 jobs averaging $44,494 and result
in $4.2 million in capital investment.
Meanwhile, scenarios two and three
are both 15-year PILOTs that would retain
702 and 391 jobs respectively and result in
capital investments ranging from $7 million
to $10.7 million.
Depending on the scenario, up to four
properties – 5215 S. Lamar Ave., 4155 E.
Holmes Road, 4010 Holmes Road, and 4926
Southridge Blvd. – would be affected by
Technicolor’s decision, with the Southridge
property being the only one affected by all
four scenarios.
Mandatory local business participation
ranges from $754,328 for the smallest PILOT
to $5.5 million for the largest.
Founded in 1910, the Technicolor employs more than 17,000 people worldwide,
including 7,678 in North America. The
company’s DVD services operations occupy
around 12 million square feet worldwide,
including 4.1 million square feet of distribution space in Memphis.

See page 12
for related
story
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TO BE OR NOT TO BE
Tennessee Shakespeare Company Expanding in Move to New Facility
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Dan McCleary is the founder of the
Tennessee Shakespeare Co. But that hasn’t
obscured his view of reality, of the fact
that many people were first introduced to
Shakespeare in a high school classroom in
a less than engaging way.
Read this. Memorize that. Provide answers on a test.
“Almost everyone will tell me they know
Shakespeare,” McCleary said.
Know him, but don’t want to necessarily spend time with him if it’s going to be
like it was back in school. McCleary says
Shakespeare’s first impression too often
was a boring one, and totally disconnected
from the student’s own life.
It was true when he went to school and,
without intervention from the Tennessee
Shakespeare Co., which he founded in 2008,
it would be true now.
“You’re forced to watch some blackand-white film of talking heads like Laurence Olivier, who are dead from the neck
down, and they’re speaking in another
dialect,” McCleary said of the way Shakespeare was once universally taught. “What
does that have to do with me? Absolutely
nothing. So we get turned off of it.
“Shakespeare’s not meant for the
English class. Arts should be at the center
of every child’s educational career. That’s
part of our mission for our education program and the vision of the company is that
Shakespeare is for everyone.”
Big goals. And a huge vision.
But McCleary is hopeful that their $1.9
million purchase of the old Ballet Memphis
building at 7950 Trinity Road will help them
expand cultural and educational horizons.
The 18,484-square-foot facility was acquired – debt-free – on Aug. 31.
The glass-and-steel building will house
all of Tennessee Shakespeare Co.’s operations under one roof: performances,
training, education, administrative offices,
storage, costume shop, scene shop and
commercial kitchen.
“The intent was, and remains, to create not only Memphis’ first, but the state
of Tennessee’s first, permanent home for
professional, classical theater and education,” McCleary said.
The company has an operating budget
of $723,000 for fiscal 2018, McCleary says,
but the goal is to increase it by 20 percent
in fiscal 2019. Renovations to the building
should begin in early 2018 and are anticipated to cost about $2.5 million. The company is in the midst of a $5 million capital
campaign that includes the $1.9 million
purchase price.
A 501 (c) (3), Tennessee Shakespeare
Co. annually is supported by more than 300
individuals, corporations, foundations, and
granting organizations in Memphis, and by
major gifts from the Tennessee Arts Commission, Arts Midwest, and the National
Endowment for the Arts. Significant Memphis corporate season sponsors include
FedEx Corp., International Paper Co. and

A still image of Tennessee Shakespeare Company’s 2017 production of “The Comedy of Errors,” directed by Tony Simotes. The
company will be expanding its reach by introducing Shakespeare to younger students among other efforts. 
(Joey Miller)
Independent Bank.
“We want to turn this into a very festive
space,” McCleary said of their new digs.
“We want to re-landscape the front, glass
in a new atrium, we’ll light the heck out
of it. Like Shakespeare’s Rose Theatre (in
London) would have been 200 years ago.
When they had a play on at two o’clock
in the afternoon, they flew the pennants.”
Because the building formerly served
Ballet Memphis, it will need some acoustics
work. The floors were designed to go easy
on the knees, but not necessarily to support a stage.
When renovations are finished, McCleary envisions the walls that separate
three dance studios being made into movable partitions. That would allow them to
alter the space as needed – whether for
education and training, for renting out for
meetings, parties or weddings, or in the
area that will become a new 4,500-squarefoot theater with a 30-by-30-foot stage and
seating configurations from 120 to 220 that
easily can be adjusted.
About five years ago, the company
launched the Romeo and Juliet Project,
an arts-in-education initiative that’s now
in Germantown, Collierville and Shelby
County Schools and reaches more than
5,000 students each year. The project goes
into ninth-grade classrooms because that
is the year when Shakespeare appears in
the curriculum.
It is nothing like your father’s introduction to Shakespeare.
“What we’re able to do is introduce
them to Shakespeare the way Shakespeare
intended, through actors, rather than being
read,” said Stephanie Shine, Tennessee
Shakespeare Co.’s general manager and

education director. “It was never intended
to be read. We’re thankful it is, because
that’s kept it alive in the education world,
but we when we can add this other element
to it, we find that it’s more accessible to
them in the future.
“We have two leaders and change the
classroom into a semi-thrust arrangement.
The kids come out from behind their desks.
They’re allowed to perch on their desks. So
we change it into a playing space.”
The Romeo and Juliet Project is ongoing
and McCleary says it started in response
to a plea from former Memphis Mayor
A C Wharton for the arts community of
Memphis to engage in the communitywide effort to lessen violence among young
people. Overall, Tennessee Shakespeare
Co. programming has reached more than
160,000 students in 168 schools across
several states.
“So much of what happens, especially
to our young men – and we know this
because we’re in the penal farm, or the
adjudicated youth court system – is when
they act out, it’s out of shame,” McCleary
said. “There’s a strong sense of distinction
between living a life of honor and being
shamed publicly. And that’s no different
from 400 years ago when Shakespeare was
writing.
“We see all sorts of mortal violence in
Romeo and Juliet from a place they know
not of. They don’t know why the families
are feuding. They can’t put their finger on
it. But they know when they’re shamed.”
Now, the company is going to extend
its outreach to fifth-graders and seventhgraders to introduce Shakespeare earlier
through works that are heavier on comedy
and lighter on tragedy, via what Shine calls

“playshops,” as opposed to workshops.
McCleary says the new facility also
will allow them to go deeper in other
outreach endeavors, such as their work
with dancers that have Down syndrome
and children with major disabilities or
illnesses and military veterans in therapy
for post-traumatic stress disorder. They
also want to create an aftercare program
for students.
“Not just to come here and do Shakespeare, but to come here and do their
homework,” McCleary said. “Or fence. Or
sing. Or dance.”
McCleary reminds that Shakespeare is
all around us every day.
“Whether you know it or not, you’re
speaking it,” he said. “I see more Shakespeare text in sports headlines than in any
other literary form.”
For example, “I hear `wherefore art
thou?’ all the time, and it’s almost always
misused,” he said. “Wherefore doesn’t
mean where, it means, `why are you?’”
And of course there is the alwayspopular, “The first thing we do, let’s kill all
the lawyers,” from “Henry VI.”
Most overused, he says, is “to be or
not to be,” adding, “of course for Hamlet
it means, `do I take my life or do I not take
my life?’ And if you’re an actor, it’s at the
core of performing Shakespeare. It means,
`what should I do with my life?’”
McCleary happens to be a Memphis
Grizzlies fan and he agrees there is bit of “to
be or not to be” coming from Marc Gasol
these days after Grizzlies’ losses. Whether
Big Spain knows it or not, when he stands
at his locker postgame and contemplates
all the moving pieces within the basketball
universe, he is doing Shakespeare.
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National Black Theater Museum
Gets Good Reviews at City Hall
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

For about five months, Hattiloo Theatre founder Ekundayo
Bandele had been working on
the idea he proposed Tuesday,
Dec. 19, to establish the National
Black Theater Museum inside the
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art
building in Overton Park.
His work included contacting
and getting commitments from
four major black theater organizations to move to Memphis.
Dartmouth University would
provide students to help the museum acquire objects including
manuscripts for academic study,
the network of black theater companies in cities across the country
and other experts.
“It doesn’t exist anywhere in
the world. This didn’t come from
anywhere,” Bandele said, noting
that Hattiloo had developed a
traveling exhibition in 2010 with
a grant from the First Tennessee
Foundation that toured at Dartmouth University, Vanderbilt
University, Fisk University and
Spelman College.
The museum would use the
same information on those 77
panels as its core but the museum would be more high tech
and expand its academic reach,
Bandele said.
“We’re going to go all the way

Jones was ready Tuesday to
back to the 1400s. That’s where in
Africa we used costumes, music drop the idea of putting out a
and dance for storytelling. We request for proposal to the public
may not have called it theater, to solicit other ideas for the Brooks
but that’s exactly what it was,” he building. Bandele, in his meeting
said. “This museum will be the with Memphis Mayor Jim Strickmuseum of the future. There will land, also pushed for no RFP.
But city Chief Operating Ofbe touch screens, virtual reality,
ficer Doug McGowen urged the
interactive.”
The Brooks board is currently council to still go through with the
working toward a move to a new RFP process for “any other mature
ideas that are ready for
museum building on
proposal.”
the city’s riverfront
“This is an
that would be built
inspiring, abon the west side
solutely outof Front Street
standing idea,”
between Union
McGowan said
and Monroe
of the museum
avenues and
concept.
open sometime
Council chairin 2022. The Overman Berlin Boyd
ton Park building is
also said the council
owned by the city.
Bandele wants EKUNDAYO BANDELE will probably go
ahead with the RFP,
to open the National Black Theater Museum in 2023. telling Bandele, “You definitely
The first reviews from coun- have a running start and you lead
cil members who got the public the pack in my eye.”
No decisions were made by
premiere of the concept Tuesday
the council Tuesday, but Bandele
were glowing.
“When I thought about Brooks wasn’t seeking anything at this
leaving, at first I said, ‘No, they point. McGowen said a next step
can’t do that,’” council member would be for the administration
to take an RFP resolution to the
Martavius Jones said.
“The fact is you have the vision council soon.
Bandele said he will abide by
for this, just like you had the vision
when you started off on Marshall,” the wishes of the council. He also
he said, referring to the first Hat- said the seed money to get started
tiloo Theatre on Marshall Avenue is awaiting a commitment from
the city on the building.
in the Edge District.

“We have a donor who has said
I will give you $350,000 in seed
money so that we can do these
things,” Bandele said. “But here’s
the thing – that donor isn’t going
to give us the money if we don’t
have the building because he may
say this isn’t going to happen.”
Waiting in the wings to do
market research for fundraising is the DeVos Institute of Arts
Management at the University
of Maryland. The seed money
would also go toward the museum’s design and what to do with
the 1973 addition to the Brooks’
space, which has not met the strict
standards of museum and exhibit
insurors for displaying artifacts.
The four national black theater
groups that have committed to
relocate to Overton Park are the
August Wilson Society at Howard
University in Washington, D.C.;
Black Theater Commons in Baltimore, Maryland; Black Theater
Network in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, and Black Theater Association in St. Paul, Minnesota.
“All four of those professional
organizations have agreed to leave
their homes and relocate to Memphis,” Bandele said. “They want
the strength of collective impact.
This truly makes us the epicenter
of theater.”
The Black Theatre Network
is holding its annual meeting in
Memphis this coming July. And
Bandele said he would like to

see Memphis host more network
events.
He met with Rhodes College
president Marjorie Hass earlier Tuesday, who also committed
Rhodes to the academic pursuits
of the museum.
“She wants to join the theater
department and the Africana
studies department with the museum,” he said. “We already have
a theater district. This would serve
as an anchor. … The location of
this building is ideal and it gives
us cultural density in Midtown.”
Meanwhile, Dartmouth College has committed students to a
search for items for the museum
and its archives.
“Dartmouth University has
agreed … to create a four-year
class. The students in that class
will be charged with finding manuscripts, objects, archives, acquisitions on behalf of this museum,”
Bandele said. “We have an Ivy
League university scouring our
country looking for stuff.”
The fundraising effort would
involve other black theater companies across the country that
would have exhibits in the museum with naming rights sold for
those exhibits.
“They are going to ask, ‘what’s
in it for me.’ The big thing is they
get to secure their legacy in the
American canon, cross-support
and collaboration. They get to
share their theater with a national
audience and share local donations,” he said. “It would revolutionize black theater nationally.”
A group of 50 “A-list” celebrities have been approached about
endorsing and actively backing
the museum and have agreed,
according to Bandele.

G OV E R N M E N T

County Commission Approves Sheriff Pay Raise
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners voted
10-0 Monday, Dec. 18, to raise the pay of
the Shelby County sheriff elected in 2018
from $116,955 a year to $135,575 annually.
The ordinance approved was an
amended version of an earlier ordinance
that was voted down in November, coming
up short of the nine votes – a two-thirds
majority – needed to pass. Two related ordinances were also voted down in November
that would have raised the pay of four other
county elected officials and all 13 county
commissioners effective with those elected
in 2018. Those two ordinances were not
reconsidered by the commission Monday.
The November version would have
raised the sheriff’s pay to $154,890 and
boosted the pay of the county mayor from
$142,500 to $172,100.
Commissioners opted to leave the may-

or’s pay where it is and instead raise only
the sheriff’s pay to 95 percent of what the
mayor makes annually. By county charter,
the sheriff’s salary must be 80 percent to 95
percent of what the mayor is paid.
In other action at the last commission
meeting of the year, commissioners approved a resolution that sets the stage for
a feasibility study of county government to
provide sewer services in unincorporated
Shelby County.
According to the
resolution proposed by
commissioner David
Reaves, the county will
explore the cost of buying the city of Memphis’
sewer infrastructure in
unincorporated areas
DAVID REAVES
of the county and assess
the condition of that infrastructure.
The move follows a decision by Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland in August to end
any new connections to the city’s sewer

system for developments outside the Memphis city limits.
Strickland has indicated talks with
county government about taking over infrastructure outside the city limits is part
of the new policy. But any action beyond a
feasibility study will be something for a new
county mayor and county commission to
consider, said county chief administrative
officer Harvey Kennedy.
County public works director Tom
Needham said the examination and conclusions should take about 14 months to
compile. While the administration has not
said how much they think a county sewer
system might cost, some commissioners
put the cost at around $40 million.
Commissioners also learned Monday
that county Mayor Mark Luttrell vetoed
their two latest resolutions on opioid litigation in a letter dated Dec. 13.
One resolution they passed Dec. 4 was
hiring attorney Allan Wade to represent
the commission in an ongoing Chancery

Court hearing and the other declared opioid
addiction and its impact on county government services a public nuisance.
The Chancery Court matter seeks to
determine whether the commission had the
right to file a Circuit Court lawsuit against
two dozen drug manufacturers and distributors in behalf of county government.
Chancellor Jim Kyle ruled the commission did not, but he did not void the lawsuit.
Instead he gave Luttrell until the end of the
year to intervene in the lawsuit. Luttrell filed
a motion to intervene soon after.
With that, Kyle ruled this month that
his court’s involvement in the case is over.
In his formal letter Dec. 13 announcing
the vetoes, Luttrell said the commission
could hire Wade through an engagement
letter the county attorney’s office is currently discussing with Wade.
He said the declaration of a public nuisance while “couched in terms of legislative
function, it attempts to authorize or ratify
action that is executive.”
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SEEKING INDEPENDENCE
Wamp Calls For
‘Bloodless Political
Revolution’ in Congress
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Former U.S. Rep. Zach Wamp of Chattanooga came to Memphis this week for
the first time in seven years to call for a
new generation of independent candidates for office he says can stop 20 years
of elected leaders in Washington putting
“party before country.”
The last time Wamp was in Memphis
he was running what would ultimately be
an unsuccessful campaign for the Republican nomination for Tennessee governor
that went to Bill Haslam.
“Poli Sci 101 for you young aspiring
politicians – try to avoid running against
a billionaire if you can,” Wamp told more
than 100 people Tuesday, Dec. 19, at the
Memphis Rotary Club weekly luncheon at
Clayborn Temple.
As Wamp ate lunch with Rotarians, a
group of candidates on the 2018 ballot sat
at the next table, including Shelby County
commissioner Terry Roland.
Roland is running for Shelby County
mayor next year. He backed Wamp for
governor in 2010 but the two parted
company in 2016 when Roland went for
Trump and Wamp went for Florida Sen.
Marco Rubio.
“You might not like what I say,” Wamp
began. “But I just tell it like it is now because I have nothing to gain and nothing
to lose except my children’s future and my
grandchildren’s future.”

“

I don’t believe we are going
to permanently change
Washington until we
have a generational shift
in a bloodless political
revolution where younger
Americans in their 30s and
40s replace the people that
are there.”
–Zach Wamp, Former U.S. representative

Wamp, who gave up his congressional
seat to run for governor in 2010, now cochairs the group “Issue One” – a bipartisan
not-for-profit pushing for a group of about
a dozen elected officials in Congress with
no party affiliation – and by Wamp’s definition that’s not one-time Democrats or
Republicans but younger newcomers who
are independent from the start.
“I don’t believe we are going to permanently change Washington until we have a

Former U.S. Rep. Zach Wamp of Chattanooga speaks to the Memphis Rotary Club on Tuesday, Dec. 19. He wants to see candidates
shun the two political parties and run for office as independents. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

generational shift in a bloodless political
revolution where younger Americans in
their 30s and 40s replace the people that
are there,” Wamp said. “I believe that the
best way to do that today is outside of the
two-party structure. It needs to be challenged in a serious way.”
Also in the luncheon crowd was former
city council member Shea Flinn, who
is considering a run for Shelby County
mayor next year as an independent.
“What he’s talking about is opposing
the politics of the past,” Flinn said before
turning to his own political calculations
for 2018. “I’m not anywhere near a decision on that.”
And Roland called for an end to partisan county primaries.
Wamp kept his focus on Washington,
D.C., and congressional leaders he said
demand loyalty to the party first, and then
the country.
His speech was interrupted several
times by applause, which is unusual for a
Rotary appearance.
“The question was asked 240 years ago
can people actually govern themselves if
you give them this much freedom. I want
to tell you that the answer is still an open
question,” Wamp said in the part of the
speech that drew the most applause. “Today we’re making a real mess out of it in
Washington, D.C. … If this question is not
answered, if we don’t have the generational
shift, this experiment in freedom and democracy known as the American republic
will come unraveled in our lifetime.”
Wamp, who served in Congress for 16
years, said in an interview after the speech
the movement he is talking about is not a
third party.

“The problem with a third party is you
have to hammer out a platform and the
devil is in the details. It’s very hard to reach
agreement on a platform for people that are
not part of the two-party system,” he said.
“But I believe you can get people elected
as independents that aren’t in a third party
because an independent from Tennessee
is going to look very different from an independent from Maine. They could meet
and swing the balance of power every day.”
The closest Congress has come to such
a group was the “Blue Dog” caucus of
conservative Democrats in the late 1990s
co-founded by Tennessee Congressman
John Tanner of Union City.
“Basically redistricting set in, 24/7
news television propaganda set in to where
blue dogs or moderate Republicans are
gone,” Wamp said when asked about the
caucus. “There is no such thing anymore.
People have to step out of the two-party
system and say where can we come together.”
Tanner, himself, complained that the
redrawing of congressional districts by
the Tennessee Legislature contributed to
his decision not to run for re-election in
the rural West Tennessee district in 2009.
Tanner is also involved with Issue One.
Redistricting reform, as well as a ban
on legislators day trading and a ban on
lobbyists contributing to the lawmakers
they lobby, are among the reforms the
group is seeking.
Locally, both parties are trying to find
ways to take advantage of the new political energy from the 2016 presidential race
and those new to political involvement
beyond voting.
“The insurgencies were run in 2016

from within the parties. I believe by the
time we get to 2020, the insurgencies will
be run from outside the two parties because the need for the insurgencies is still
there,” Wamp said. “Ironically, President
Trump has probably made anger and dissatisfaction greater. Instead of draining the
swamp, people are now more concerned
about the swamp. (Democratic presidential contender) Bernie (Sanders) has
hijacked the passion of the Democratic
Party to the progressive movement, which
is out of the mainstream.”

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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real estate recap

Possible Trader Joe’s Update, New $35M Airport Facility
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

2130 EXETER ROAD
GERMANTOWN, TN 38138
SALE AMOUNT: $8.1 million
SALE DATE: Dec. 11, 2017
BUYER: Wicker Park Capital Management
SELLER: Robert H. Schwab
Details: Developers planning renovations of the old Kroger location at 2130
Exeter Road have bought out the property’s previous owners in a multimillion-dollar deal.
Savannah, Georgia-based Wicker Park
Capital Management, doing business
as 2130 Exeter Road Holdings, has
acquired the site from previous owner
Robert H. Schwab for $8.1 million, according to warranty deed filed with the
Shelby County Register on Dec. 11.
The site in question has become somewhat of a real estate enigma recently,
largely due to the on-again-off-again
speculation surrounding the future of
the area’s first Trader Joe’s location.
Most recently, the developers filed a
$90,000 building permit application
to begin façade work on the building

earlier this month.
Prior to filing that permit, 2130 Exeter
Road Holdings’ final site plan was approved by the Germantown Planning
Commission on Nov. 7.
While no specific tenants were named
on the building permit during the
planning commission meeting, Germantown Economic and Community
Development director Cameron Ross
said at that time the new developers
were actively recruiting tenants who
will offer a significant reduction in the
number of daily grocery deliveries at
the store.
The ballad of Trader Joe’s, which initially began in the fall of 2015, hit its
first road bump in June 2016 when a
Trader Joe’s spokesperson announced
the store’s opening would be pushed
back from the third quarter of 2016 to
sometime in 2017.
Six months later, prior developers
Centennial American Properties, working as CAP Germantown LLC, filed a
$2.5 million building permit application that called for interior and exterior renovations to the former Kroger.
Among the changes were modifications
to the front wall “to create a new look
on the front facade” and “interior modifications (shell only) for Trader Joe’s and

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the
region with local journalists, business executives, community
leaders, and politicians, as well as journalists analyzing the major
stories from the Memphis area.

Germantown Mayor
Mike Palazzolo
discusses the proposed
multi-family moratorium,
schools, and more with
host Eric Barnes.
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future mercantile tenants.”
A representative with Trader Joe's told
The Daily News at that time the project
would likely be pushed back again, this
time until 2018.
Trader Joe’s website still lists the 2130
Exeter Road location as “coming 2018.”
4150 LOUIS CARRUTHERS DRIVE
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
PERMIT AMOUNT: $35 million
OWNER: Memphis-Shelby County
Airport Authority
TENANT: Memphis International
Airport
DETAILS: Memphis International
Airport has filed a $35 million building permit application to construct a
121,700-square-foot airfield maintenance facility at 4150 Louis Carruthers
Drive.
No contractor was listed for the new
permanent facility, which will house
Memphis International’s airfield maintenance and airport police personnel;
bids for the project are expected to go
out next month.
In February, A&B Construction Co. filed
a $381,843 building permit application
with the city-county Office of Construction Code Enforcement to build a
temporary maintenance facility at 4121
Runway Road.
3315 HACKS CROSS ROAD
MEMPHIS, TN 38119
SALE AMOUNT: $2.7 million
BUYER: Judith Obermeir
SELLER: Faropoint Ventures
Seller Rep: Brian Califf, Elliot Embry
NAI Saig Co.
Details: A 15,400-square-foot retail
center near FedEx’s World Headquarters has been purchased by a California
investor for $2.7 million.
Judith Obermeir of San Luis Obispo
bought the center at 3315 Hacks Cross
Road from Israeli investment firm Faropoint Ventures, which had purchased it
in June 2016 for $2.2 million.
In a little more than a year, Faropoint
was able to stabilize the property,
which was 100 percent occupied at

the time of closing, by leasing up the
remaining vacant space.
NAI Saig Co. executive vice president
Brian Califf and vice president Elliot
Embry represented Faropoint in the
leasing and disposition of the asset.
Faropoint has been busy in the Memphis market recently. In November, the
company sold Trustmark Centre, 5350
Poplar Ave., for $19.3 million. Fresh off
that sale, it paid a combined $19.3 million for the Lipscomb & Pitts Building,
2670 Union Ave. Extended, and Poplar
Towers, 6263 Poplar Ave.
At the time, Califf said the acquisitions
showed Faropoint’s commitment to the
Memphis market, adding the company
was “actively seeking new office and
industrial deals to purchase by year end
and into the first quarter of next year.”
6201 POPLAR AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38119
TENANT: Central BBQ
LANDLORD: LK Real Estate Holdings
LLC
DETAILS: Central BBQ LLC announced
Thursday, Dec. 14, that it will open its
fourth Memphis area restaurant along
the Poplar Avenue corridor.
The new restaurant at 6201 Poplar Ave.
will occupy space that formerly housed
LYFE Kitchen and is expected to open
in late spring 2018. The site is located
between Poplar and Park avenues just
east of Ridgeway Road in the heart of
Memphis’ Class A office market.
Webb Wilson, president of Central BBQ
LLC, said the company is pleased to
continue growing in Memphis.
Craig Blondis, co-founder of Central,
said the new location will offer the
same “award-winning barbecue served
with a side of Southern hospitality
that Memphians and out-of-towners
deserve and have come to expect.”
Earlier this year, Central BBQ entered
into an agreement with Kemmons
Wilson Cos. to expand its brand and
begin opening its first stores outside the
Memphis market.
Central has been in business for 15
years and is a perennial winner of barbecue contests.
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FRAYSER BAUHAUS
Unique
architectural icon
shows signs of life
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The city’s best and most unique example of art
deco-international style Bauhaus architecture has
been hiding in plain sight in Frayser for nearly 70
years.
Tens of thousands of daily motorists drive past the
white, multilevel building at 3590 Thomas St., on the
northeast corner of Thomas and Floyd Avenue, where
curved windows look out on the highway down the
hill and large trees landscape the slope to the street.
Once a home and later a doctor’s office before
being vacated in recent years, the late-1940s structure
has seen new signs of life in the past week, including
a new coat of paint and some cleaning out.
Dana Gabrion, a real estate investor with a curiosity about Frayser and a love of mid-20th-century
architecture, bought the property in April for $75,000.
“I went and looked at in person last Christmas –
driving around in December,” said Gabrion, who is
a Memphian with ties to Los Angeles. “I’d actually
never been to Frayser ever. So I started driving the
area and discovered there is a ton of midcentury
out here.”
When she learned the house was on the market,
she immediately tried to get it under contract and
learned there was competition for it.
“My heart sunk,” she said. “The fact that it’s on
land that slopes down where you can see the road and
I’ve always been intrigued by Frayser – this is one of I
think only three houses like this in Memphis. … It’s
an intriguing piece of architecture.”
Judith Johnson, a broker with InCity Realty, also
researched the house, which was built in 1948 – 10
years before Frayser was annexed into the city of
Memphis – as the home of Maxwell McCall Millstead.
Millstead developed a nearby subdivision on the
other side of Floyd at about the same time, as well as
the Cherry Road subdivision in East Memphis.
“This is a stunning singular example of basically
the art deco-international style of residence. It is
something you would normally see in California or
France,” Johnson said. “I just think that when you’re
looking at the built environment to get a sense of
history, architectural styles over time – it’s kind of
retro. But in terms of pure international-style art
deco house, it is our sole example and it has held up
extremely well.”
Gabrion says it is a symbol.
“Frayser’s pretty big. I’ve driven around and this
is pretty massive. So size-wise, it’s not a catalyst,” she
said. “However, I think as far as having something
that’s iconic and done well and for people to be
proud of, I think it’s a catalyst in that way to say you
can bring something cool, beautiful and inspiring to
Frayser and show that someone cares.”
The competitor for the property ultimately never
materialized and Gabrion was able to buy the house.
But with other projects underway, she debated
whether to pull the trigger on the deal.
Among her past projects was a renovation of the
Cherokee Arms apartment building in Midtown.
“I started discovering some of the old architecture here and I got completely fascinated with Frayser,” she said. “So then I thought, ‘It’s far out and I
shouldn’t be buying anything right now.’ I was going
into development on another building. … And then
I had a couple of other friends look at it who said it’s

Dana Gabrion is the new owner of the Bauhaus-style home on Thomas Street in Frayser. She plans to renovate the
property and potentially lease it as an artist live/work space. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“

This is a stunning singular
example of basically the
art deco-international
style of residence. It is
something you would
normally see in California
or France.”
–Judith Johnson, InCity Realty broker

Built in 1948, the Bauhaus-style house at 3590 Thomas St. later became a
doctor’s office before being vacated in recent years. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

amazing. I said, ‘That’s it. What am I
waiting on?’”
There have been some hitches for
the building, which is something of an
enigma. No blueprints are on file with
city or county government because
Frayser was not part of the city when
it was built.
“Part of the reason I’m just now
getting started on this is we couldn’t get
an appraisal,” Gabrion said. “The residential appraisers were, ‘No, it’s commercial.’ The commercial appraisers
were, ‘No, it’s residential.’ And everyone
dropped out. It took forever. We finally
got someone to do it.”
It is currently zoned commercial
because it served as a doctor’s office
and clinic longer than it was a home. But
Johnson said it could easily be zoned
residential again.
“I went back and forth and I thought
it might be my house. … What I would
love to have here is someone who wanted a live-work space, like an artist,” Gabrion said. “That whole upstairs area is

going to get blown out to just windows.
It’s going to be one big, open room with
a lot of windows. I love windows. … I
envision a master bedroom up there
with a painting canvas or a piano.”
The upper floor has had some additions over the years and is divided into
small offices or treatment rooms.
Since Frayser wasn’t in the city,
Millstead didn’t have to file plans for
the house. So it’s been difficult but not
impossible to determine what was original and what was added by the doctors
who came later.
“I would say about half of this house
is not original. I’m going to leave it. They
didn’t do a terrible job,” Gabrion said.
“It’s not what I would have done. I’m
going to leave all of the exterior walls
in place. But any interior walls that
weren’t here originally are probably
going to go.”
Another idea was an Airbnb styled as
an artistic retreat. But that’s where the
challenge of Frayser real estate entered
the picture. Prices are so low in Fray-

ser that multiple properties are being
bought at one time. But the market values in Frayser are also low compared to
the rest of the city, even though they’ve
risen recently.
“Honestly, on the renovations, just
to get it up to livable. I can’t really go
that extra step and furnish it and do all
of that – maybe eventually,” Gabrion
said of the Airbnb idea. “But right now
my hope is that it would be an artist – a
photographer or someone like that who
wanted more space.”
Gabrion’s excitement at the property’s potential has led her to go ahead
and get the exterior painted and consider the possibilities of a patio atop
the main room. She speculates a patio
probably originally stood where most
of the second-floor rooms were added
later. That includes a room with a mosaic floor.
As the structure shows new signs
of life, Gabrion continues to make discoveries like steel beams in the subterranean garage that support the main
room above it. And after a recent rain,
Gabrion found the drain system and
the house’s position on a hill quickly
handled the water without the garage
flooding.
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FedEx Forecasts Record Holiday Deliveries

FedEx projects record holiday season deliveries and will invest more
in its business since Congress approved the tax bill. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

It wasn’t just solid news for
FedEx’s fiscal second quarter
that ended Nov. 30, during
which the package delivery company grew earnings 11 percent
to $775 million, or $2.84 a share.
That’s up from $700 million, or
$2.59 per share during the yearago period.
FedEx also is on track, according to chairman and CEO
Fred Smith, for “another record
holiday shipping season.” And
the company said, as part of its
latest quarterly earnings release,

that it is raising its full-year
profit outlook to $12.70 to $13.30
a share and expects improved
financial results in the second
half of fiscal 2018.
The company had previously
predicted fiscal 2018 earnings
would fall between $11.05 to
$11.85.
Executives spent much of
a presentation to analysts late
Tuesday afternoon, Dec. 19,
detailing their optimism around
brisk e-commerce sales and
the resulting package delivery
needs, as well as the impact of
the Republican-led tax-cut bill
awaiting a U.S. House vote on
Wednesday.

The company hasn’t yet released an estimate of its holiday
package traffic, but FedEx CFO
Alan Graf pointed to “recordsetting seasonal volumes.”
As an example of how important this time of year is to the
company, Smith said FedEx will
start the day after New Year’s in
its planning for the next peak
season.
Smith mentioned the tax
overhaul in his introductory
remarks, which is no surprise
given that FedEx is seen as a bellwether for the U.S. and global
economies, and the company’s
earnings calls with analysts usually incorporate larger economic
discussions.
“This legislation,” Smith
said, “offers pro-growth, probusiness tax reform solutions
that will power the economy,
increase business investment,
expand job opportunities, and
enhance incomes and improve
U.S. competitiveness.”
FedEx executive vice president Raj Subramaniam added
that, along with seeing “moderate growth in the global economy” and consumer confidence
at a 17-year high, final congressional passage of a tax overhaul
“could add materially to next
year’s GDP forecast.”
Should that occur, FedEx ex-

ecutives told analysts the company would increase its capital
expenses and expand hiring.
FedEx’s second-quarter revenue was $16.31 billion, up from
$14.9 billion a year earlier. That
beat a forecast of $15.67 billion
from nine analysts surveyed by
Zacks Investment Research.
Thirteen analysts surveyed
by Zacks had also expected FedEx’s earnings per share to hit
$2.87. While that’s a little above
FedEx’s $2.84 for the quarter, the
company said earnings would
have been $3.18 per share if onetime costs were excluded.
Analysts frequently put an
Amazon question of some kind
to FedEx executives during earnings’ presentations, gauging the
company’s response to some
new perceived threat by the
Seattle-based e-commerce giant that’s pushing deeper into
new sectors like logistics. Smith,
as always, brushed aside any
implication that Amazon will,
for example, be able to easily
replicate FedEx’s network and
last-mile capabilities.
“The secret in our business is
to, one, effectively match commercial and residential deliveries so that we don't get too far out
of balance and we're achieving
our profitability goals,” Smith
said. “And one of the things

that I've mentioned over and
over again on this call is, many
times it seems like some of you
are trying to talk about FedEx
Ground Inc. or FedEx Express
Inc. rather than FedEx Corporation Inc. And by that I mean,
when we're knocking the ball out
of the park in one segment, we
then say, ‘Perhaps we can make
some investments someplace
else so that we can improve their
longer-term profitability.’
“So we deal with our (operating companies) as a portfolio
of solutions, and not all of them
are being run by us to maximize
returns every quarter or we
couldn't make this long-term investment … You've got to have a
disciplined approach to the mix
of commercial and residential
packages.
"Having said that, we are
quite confident that we can
handle vastly larger amounts
of e-commerce packages in the
future at profitable rates because
of the investments we've made.”
FedEx’s stock was trading
above $250 a share midday
Wednesday – up about 3 percent
– to a new 52-week high. FedEx
shares have increased 30 percent
since the beginning of the year,
compared to a 20 percent increase in the Standard & Poor's
500 index.

DISTRIBUTION & LOGISTICS

Agilent Expanding Distribution
In Memphis, Creating 117 Jobs
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews

Agilent Technologies Inc.,
a life sciences, diagnostics
and applied chemicals company, has announced it will
be expanding its operations in
Memphis, which will result in
117 new jobs.
Headquartered in Santa
Clara, California, Agilent’s
expansion will make the Memphis logistics facility the company’s primary American distribution center.
“We are excited to expand
our presence in Memphis,”
Henrik Ancher-Jensen, presi-

dent of Agilent Order Fulfillment and Supply Chain said in
a release. “We appreciate the
warm welcome and collaboration demonstrated by state and
local partners to help Agilent
build up this facility, which is
vital to delivering to our customers in the Americas.”
In addition to the 117
new jobs, Agilent will invest
$600,000 to upgrade its 5050
Holmes Road facility, which
will handle in-house distribution functions of the company
and serve markets in the U.S.,
Mexico, Canada and Central
America.
“I want to thank Agilent for
choosing to expand its logistics

operations in Memphis,” Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam said.
“Agilent’s commitment to
create more than 100 new jobs
in Shelby County showcases
how important Tennessee’s
business-friendly climate and
ready-to-work workforce are
to companies looking to locate
operations in our state. I appreciate Agilent for helping us
get one step closer to reaching
our goal of making Tennessee
the No. 1 location in the Southeast for high quality jobs.”
Agilent specializes in providing life sciences laboratories with instruments, software, services, consumables,
and applications focused in six

Agilent
Technologies

key areas: food, environmental
and forensics, pharmaceutical, diagnostics and clinical,
chemicals and energy, and
academia and research.
The company employs
about 13,500 people worldwide. It is publicly traded on
the New York Stock Exchange
under the ticker symbol A.
“I appreciate Agilent’s decision to expand its presence in

Shelby County,” Department
of Economic and Community Development commissioner Bob Rolfe said. “One of
Tennessee’s main goals is to
create more high-skilled jobs
in our state and I want to thank
Agilent for creating 100 new
high-quality jobs in Shelby
County. I look forward to seeing the company’s continued
success in Tennessee.”
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Third Memphis TEDx Event Set for Jan. 6
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

When Hardy Farrow takes the stage
in the Halloran Centre at The Orpheum
Theatre in a few weeks, it will be to present his argument about poverty and what
to do about it.
Farrow – who founded LITE Memphis,
which stands for Let’s Innovate Through
Education – is one of the speakers who’ll
be presenting talks Jan. 6 at TEDxMemphis, which has as its theme this year “The
Slant.” The conference will be a chance
for speakers like Farrow to share their
perspective – their slant, as it were – on
the world around them.
“I’m talking about why poverty can’t
be solved,” Farrow says. “And basically
my argument is that we’ve spent, I don’t
know, billions of dollars as a country,
countless time, countless energy trying to
move the needle on poverty with education and charter schools and neighborhood programs, and our poverty rate
really hasn’t changed since the early ’70s,
as a country.
“I wanted to, like, push people to
think – do we just focus on the effects of
poverty, because they’re really tangible
and easy to see and they’re emotional
and it makes us feel good? Or are we really
actually committed to there being less
people in poverty?”
Attendees at the event will hear him
argue that creating wealth (“because
poverty is the lack of wealth”) is the way
to solve that challenge. And the best way
to create it? Scale up small businesses,
especially in minority communities.
Farrow came to Memphis as part of
the Teach for America program. The LITE
organization he founded works to equip
African-American/Latinx students with

“21st-century skills to create wealth.”
“I kind of came to this realization
myself, because I was a teacher for a
while, and I thought that was a solution
to everything,” Farrow said. “But I realized that for every great day I’d have in
the classroom, there were 10 other things
that would affect my students outside of
my control. A lot that had to do with their
lack of wealth. And that wasn’t something
I could really affect as a teacher.”
It’s a talk that will be part of an expanded TEDx lineup this year, which will
include 24 speaker sessions – 12 each during the morning and afternoon programs.
The location is also new this year. The
event has moved from the Rose Theatre
at the University of Memphis to the Halloran Centre Downtown.
Anna Mullins, vice president of communications and strategic initiatives
at New Memphis Institute who acts as
director of the TEDxMemphis effort, said
the idea has always been for TEDx to be
mobile, to move around town and take
different forms.
“So we’re excited to be at the Halloran Centre this year, and we intend to
move next year as well,” she said. “And
then the other part of it that’s different
because of that is we’re having a morning
and afternoon session, so attendees can
purchase tickets for the morning session
or afternoon session or if they’re avid
TED fans they can get discounted tickets
for the full day. That gave us room to add

Business,

Politics & The

“

We’re trying to represent
ideas from different ages,
races, genders, experiences,
and beyond that we want
the talks to have a good
balance. We want to make
sure we’re populating it with
talks around many various
subjects, from science and
health to social change and
activism to theories on tech
– all the things that sort of
represent what TED is.”
–Anna Mullins, TEDxMemphis director

additional speakers, so this year we have
24 speakers, which is an increase of about
seven from last year.”
Sports columnist Geoff Calkins will be
this year’s emcee. TEDxMemphis is organized and managed by a small committee
of TED enthusiasts, along with New Memphis. Tickets for individual sessions for
either the morning or afternoon are $30,
and all-day tickets are $50. The event’s
website, http://www.tedxmemphis.com,
has more information, including the option to buy tickets.
Speakers for the morning session
include: Ekundayo Bandele, founder of
Hattiloo Theatre; Cinthya Bolanos and
Kynnedy Tuggle, students at Rhodes
College; Josh Campbell, storyteller at
Spillit Memphis; Suzanne Carlson, transportation and mobility project manager
at Innovate Memphis; Sarah Carpen-

ter, executive director at Memphis Lift;
Hardy Farrow, executive director of
LITE Memphis; Brit Fitzpatrick, founder
of MentorME; Logan Guleff, celebrity
chef; Drew Holcomb, musician; John
Newman, attorney at Baker Donelson;
Dorchelle Spence, vice president with
the Riverfront Development Corp.; and
Greg Thompson, director of research and
strategy, Clayborn Reborn.
Speakers for the afternoon session
include: Jen Andrews, CEO of the Shelby
Farms Park Conservancy; Dr. Justin
Baker, chief of the Division of Quality of Life and Palliative Care at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital; Elizabeth
Cawein, director of Memphis Music Export; Briahna Chambers, instructor at
Tech901; Katrina Coleman, co-creator
and producer of “You Look Like” web
series; Dr. Elena Delavega, associate
professor of social work at the University
of Memphis; Demetria Frank, associate
professor at the University of Memphis
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law; Terri
Freeman, president of the National Civil
Rights Museum; Boo Mitchell, owner of
Royal Studios; Josh Spickler, executive
director at Just City; Joseph Wooten,
musician for the Steve Miller Band; and
Josh Yates, cultural sociologist at the
University of Virginia.
“We’re trying to represent ideas from
different ages, races, genders, experiences, and beyond that we want the talks to
have a good balance,” Mullins said. “We
want to make sure we’re populating it
with talks around many various subjects,
from science and health to social change
and activism to theories on tech – all the
things that sort of represent what TED is.”
TEDx started in 1984 as a conference
where technology, entertainment and
design converged, but has become much
more today.
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Kelsey Backs Off School Vouchers
After Meeting With Constituents
MARTA W. ALDRICH
and LAURA FAITH KEBEDE  
Chalkbeat Tennessee

The push to allow some Tennesseans
to use private-school vouchers has hit a
roadblock that could stall voucher legislation for a fourth year.
Sen. Brian Kelsey said Monday, Dec.
18, that he won’t ask a
Senate committee to
take up his bill — which
would pilot a program
in Memphis — when
the legislature reconvenes its two-year session in January.
“I listen to my com- BRIAN KELSEY
munity. Right now,
there’s not enough parental support,” the Germantown Republican lawmaker told Chalkbeat after sharing
the news with Shelby County’s legislative
delegation.
State Rep. Harry Brooks, who sponsors
the proposal in the House, did not immediately return phone calls about whether
he will seek a new Senate sponsor. Kelsey
would not comment if he would support
the legislation if another state senator
picked up the mantle.
Kelsey’s retreat calls into question the
future of the voucher legislation in Tennessee, home to a perennial tug-of-war
over whether to allow parents to use public
money to pay for private school tuition. It
also comes as U.S. Secretary of Education
Betsy DeVos has focused national attention
on the policy.
This year, the proposal reached as far
as the state Senate Finance Committee
and a House finance subcommittee before
Brooks asked to delay a vote until 2018.
At the time, he cited the need to work out
details about private school accountability,
specifically for high school students.
Kelsey said Monday he would not withdraw the bill or his sponsorship, but also
doesn’t plan to bring the measure to a vote
in the finance committee, which would
halt the proposal in its tracks unless a new
sponsor comes aboard.
This week’s development signals that
the momentum for vouchers may be shifting for now.
Nationally, recent studies show
that achievement dropped, at least initially,
for students using vouchers in Louisiana,
Indiana, Ohio and Washington, D.C. And
in Tennessee, one group that has lobbied
annually for vouchers is taking a step back
from the issue, according to its executive
director.
“I can tell you that Campaign for School
Equity will not be pursuing or supporting
any voucher legislation this year. It’s a shift
in focus for us …,” Mendell Grinter said,
adding that the Memphis-based black advocacy group is switching its emphasis to
student discipline and other issues of more
concern to its supporters.
Even so, DeVos urged Tennessee law-

makers to pass vouchers during
her first visit to the state last
month.
“Too many students today
… are stuck in schools that are
not working for them,” she told
reporters.
The U.S. Department of
Education cannot mandate
voucher programs, but could
offer incentives to states to
pass them. Vouchers have
passed three times in Tennessee’s Senate, only to stall
each time in the House. Proponents had thought that limiting vouchers to Memphis
would garner the legislative
support needed this year, but

the Kelsey-Brooks bill didn’t
sit well in the city that would
be most impacted. Opposition
swelled among county commissioners, local legislators,
and numerous school boards
across Greater Memphis.
During discussions Monday with Shelby County lawmakers, Bartlett Schools Superintendent David Stephens said
vouchers would be a blow to
districts already unsteady from
years of reform efforts.
“Any time we take dollars
out of public schools, we’re
hurting public schools,” Stephens told Chalkbeat later.
“We don’t need to do anything

to hurt or cut funding there.
When we talk in Shelby County
about school choice, we have
the municipal districts, charter schools, the county school
system. That’s choice.”
State Rep. Antonio Parkinson, a Memphis Democrat, said
opposition from the Bartlett
district appeared to carry more
weight with Kelsey than did
Shelby County Schools, which
has publically been on the
record against the legislation
from the start.
“Challenges (that Stephens)
talked about were challenges
we’ve been screaming about
from SCS’ standpoint for years,”

Parkinson said.
Rep. Bill Dunn, a Knoxville
Republican who has championed vouchers for years, said
he’ll be disappointed if a bill
doesn’t come up for a vote in
2018.
“The whole reason for
vouchers is to give a chance
to these kids who are doomed
unless they get in a different
educational environment,”
he said.
Tennessee’s legislature reconvenes on Jan. 9.
Chalkbeat reporter Caroline
Bauman contributed to this
report.

G OV E R N M E N T

City Council Prepares To Mount
Campaign for Pre-K Funding
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The Memphis City Council has been
out of the school funding business for
just under a decade.
And there doesn’t seem to be a
consensus among council members to
change that by committing continuous
funding from the city property tax rate,
but they are about to meet with Shelby
County commissioners, nonprofits,
foundations and philanthropy groups
about mapping out funding for prekindergarten classrooms.
Council members approved a resolution Tuesday, Dec. 19, that declares
its intent to work
with other partners
to increase funding,
specifically for pre-K
services.
The resolution
by council member Kemp Conrad
comes as community groups are or- CONRAD
ganizing to come up
with at least enough additional revenue
to replace federal funds for 1,000 pre-K
seats that runs out in 2019.
The resolution doesn’t set a dollar
figure or specify how the revenue would
be raised.
It comes five years after two attempts
at a sales tax hike – countywide and in
the city of Memphis – were each voted

down by voters in
referendums.
Council member Bill Morrison is
among those on the
council who wants
to see a broader effort toward dealing
MORRISON
with the effects of
poverty on children of all ages.
“Why aren’t we asking for a true
fight on poverty?” he said. “This is
miniscule. This is nothing. This council
over its years has shown that when we
back whole change, the city changes
direction.”
Morrison said he is not opposed to
more pre-K funding, Conrad said he’s
not opposed to the broader goals.
But Conrad fears a broader call could
be less effective.
“I think we send a message to the
other funding bodies … the city is going
to be at the table,” he said of the pre-K
discussions taking place. “We’d like to
know if the policy-making body of the
city of Memphis supports this initiative.”
He doesn’t want to consider options
that leave a tax increase as the only other
alternative.
“If those fail, we have no plan for
funding in 2019,” he said of the tax referendums.
Morrison withdrew his amendment to set broader goals beyond prekindergarten and pledged to introduce
a separate resolution on pursuing those
matters.

The decision was one of several
made at a shortened Tuesday council
session that recessed at about two hours
into the meeting to meet again Wednesday afternoon and complete action on a
set of gas, water and electric rate hikes
proposed by Memphis Light, Gas and
Water Division.
Watch this website for details of the
Wednesday council decisions.
In other action Tuesday, the council
voted down plans by developer Alan
Mathis to build 20-25 “luxury condos”
in a gated community on 6 acres of
open land on Tchulahoma Road near
Memphis International Airport.
Neither Mathis nor a representative
of Mathis showed up for the council
session and were also absent when the
Land Use Control Board took up the
matter earlier.
The LUCB recommended rejection.
The council normally postpones an
item when a land use applicant misses
a meeting.
The council also approved a set of
eight donations totaling $69,820 for
eight sets of SkyCop anti-crime cameras at different locations including
the Wolf River Greenway trailhead at
Epping Way in Raleigh, New Horizons
Apartments, Westminster Academy, the
Callis Creek neighborhood, the Regions
Bank Cordova/Macon branch, National
Guard Products, Olymbec warehouses at
Norbrook Drive and East Brooks Road,
and Jesus People Church and Worship
Center.

www.thememphisnews.com

December 22-28, 2017 15

R E TA I L

Fred’s Ends 2017 Where it Began: Amid
A Turnaround, Looking for Growth
ANDY MEEK

The company, though, has also been
working on and executed what Bloom described as “a complete turnaround” in its
tobacco business, significantly enhanced
You wouldn’t know it from walking its cosmetics business and saw the sucinto a Fred’s store like the one at 5016 cessful rollout of beer to about 150 stores
Summer Ave., with the big sign above it as well as wine to about 50 stores.
But there’s still much more to do.
outside that says Fred’s in red letters on a
“As we accelerate our turnaround stratwhite background accompanied by signs
egy, we are working to eliminate
announcing “Low Price Leader”
unnecessary expenses as quickly
and “Pharmacy” on either side.
as possible and aggressively manThe greeting is what you’d
age capital expenditures,” Bloom
expect to see from a discount retailer. Walk in, past the machine
REVIEW told analysts on the company’s
most recent earnings call. “We
that dispenses lottery tickets, and
have renegotiated leases in 30
there are Christmas-themed items
like trees and candy down the middle, ap- locations during 2017. In addition, nonparel for sale to your left, a pharmacy to operating losses have been a topic of parthe right with three workers behind the ticular focus.
“This quarter we took steps to address
window.
Affordability is one of the selling points previously unresolved excess inventory
here. It’s a retail experience with minimal issues. We recorded a $17.1 million writefrills, yet despite the somewhat formulaic, down of excess inventory and will execute
straightforward experience of shopping clearance sales to drive traffic as well as sell
at its stores, Fred’s itself experienced one this inventory.”
Fred’s shares are down around 80 perof the more volatile years of all Memphis
cent this year.
The company had come in to 2017
on the back of a tough year last year that
prompted a major transition. The effort was
comprehensive, including upgrading and
developing the company’s workforce, investing in technology, trimming costs and
growing the specialty pharmacy portfolio.
As we accelerate our
Fred’s also remodeled dozens of stores
and
closed dozens more. It raised the salaturnaround strategy, we
ries
of store managers and committed to
are working to eliminate
paying employees’ health care premium
unnecessary expenses
increases.
as quickly as possible
Fred’s took some heat from an activist
and aggressively manage
investor who wanted to work with the company to “reconstitute” the board and who
capital expenditures.”
blasted “Fred’s abysmal business decision–Mike Bloom, Fred’s CEO
making and country club environment in
the executive suite and boardroom.”
That investor, Alden Global Capital –
public companies in 2017.
The year started with the promise of which took a 25 percent stake in Fred’s late
transformation. Fred’s was posed for super- last year – worked with Fred’s to add new
charged growth via a deal to buy up to 1,200 blood to the board this year.
Alden’s chairman, Heath Freeman, was
Rite Aid stores as part of a planned merger
between Rite Aid and Walgreens. Such a also appointed as Fred’s board chairman.
By the summer, meanwhile, Rite Aid
deal would have instantly catapulted Fred’s
into being the third-largest drugstore chain and Walgreens had announced a new
deal, including Walgreens buying some
in the country.
And yet, it was not to be. That deal fell Rite Aid stores, that scuttled the merger
apart, and by the end of the year the retailer and cut Fred’s out. One analyst told The
was cancelling its dividend, resigning itself Daily News it might have stemmed in part
to considering “various strategic transac- from concerns by the Federal Trade Comtions and alternatives” for assets like its mission over Fred’s not being seen “as a
specialty pharmacy business, and return- viable operator.”
Fred’s at least now doesn’t have a major
ing to a position it’s been trying to extricate
itself from – figuring out where growth can store integration to deal with and can focus
come from, and what the company’s way on improving what it has. That will be the
focus going into 2018.
forward looks like.
“We are aware that there is a lot of work
Fred’s CEO Mike Bloom told analysts
earlier this month the company has already to be done, and we are working diligently
taken actions this quarter that include a to position the company for sustainable
reduction in workforce that he said will future growth and profitability,” Bloom
translate to about $8 million to $10 million told analysts this month. “The initiatives
in annual savings. Also this month, Fred’s – we have implemented are working, and
which has about 600 stores – reported a loss we are beginning to see the payoff of our
turnaround efforts and expect accelerated
of $51.8 million for its fiscal third quarter.

ameek@memphisdailynews.com
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“

Discount retailer and pharmacy operator Fred's had one of the more volatile,
headline-generating years in 2017 among all of the publicly traded companies
based here.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
improvement as we continue to aggressively pursue our key priorities of driving
traffic into our stores, reducing (expenses),
generating free cash flow and lowering

debt. As we streamline our operations we
become increasingly nimble and better
able to drive the company to growth, profitability and enhanced shareholder value.”
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2017 a Year of Growth And Expansion
For Memphis Banking Companies

“

Our challenge here is to
build a $2.5 billion bank –
that being assets or loans
in about a five-year period
from when Magna was
acquired by Pinnacle. To do
that, we have to grow at a
pretty rapid clip each year.”
–Kirk Bailey, Pinnacle Memphis chairman

Pinnacle Financial Partners, which is growing rapidly in the Memphis market, opened
its local headquarters at 949 S. Shady Grove Road this year. 
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The biggest banks in Memphis made
aggressive pushes this year to raise their
profiles and expand footprints, as competition in the sector heats up and the industry
continues winning back the strength it
enjoyed before the bust of 2008.
2017 saw a few mergers and a big ramp
up in investment in Memphis by banks like
Nashville-based Pinnacle Financial Partners, which is among those that have been
on a growth streak. Hiring a steady stream
of new talent and teeing up a slew of new
offices to open around
the city has been the
lion’s share of the Pinnacle story this year.
“Our challenge here
is to build a $2.5 billion
bank – that being assets
KIRK BAILEY
or loans in about a fiveyear period from when Magna was acquired
by Pinnacle,” Pinnacle Memphis chairman
Kirk Bailey said, in reference to Pinnacle’s
acquisition of Magna Bank in Memphis

2017

in 2015. “To do that, we
have to grow at a pretty
rapid clip each year.”
What that activity
REVIEW looked
like this year included a hiring binge,
bringing over talent from competitors like
Iberiabank and Patriot Bank. Pinnacle
struck a deal to put a Starbucks store inside
its Wolf River office, at 1264 S. Germantown
Road. Pinnacle is also keeping construction
crews plenty busy.
The bank opened its new Memphis
headquarters office in the Ridgeway Center at 949 S. Shady Grove Road, a location that houses a full banking office and
drive-through. That office includes almost
100 financial advisers, market leaders and
support staff.
The bank is also planning to open two
new loan production offices, a new mortgage office and a new full-service banking
office in different areas of the city. And that’s
just for starters.
In related news, Pinnacle added more
than $315 million to its share of customer
deposits in the Memphis banking MSA
during the 12 months ended June 30, 2017.
The bank also resolved a legal spat with First

YEAR IN

Tennessee Bank – the details of which were
kept close to the vest – that stemmed from
Pinnacle’s recruitment of a group of First
Tennessee employees when the bank first
arrived in the Memphis market.
Speaking of First Tennessee, its parent
company executed the biggest merger in the
company’s history in 2017. The $2.2 billion
acquisition of North Carolina-based Capital
Bank Financial Corp. by Memphis-based
First Horizon National Corp. gives the combined entity about $40 billion in assets, $32
billion in deposits and $27 billion in loans.
First Horizon chairman and CEO Bryan
Jordan also said this month the deal will
now yield 40 percent in cost savings, up
from a planned 30 percent target. It’s essentially an increase from $65 million in
cost savings annually up to $85 million in
annual expense savings.
The actual integration of the two institutions – which has been officially approved
– will now unfold toward a completion in
the middle of 2018.
First Horizon wasn’t the only local
banking organization dealing with a merger
this year. Metropolitan CEO Curt Gabardi,
whose bank had a co-headquarters in Memphis and in Mississippi, said Metropolitan
decided to merge with Renasant Bank to
super-charge its growth. And to have access
to a broader suite of products and services.
Also this year, FTN Financial – the capital markets division of First Tennessee Bank

– completed its acquisition of Houstonbased Coastal Securities Inc., a leader in the
trading, securitization and analysis of Small
Business Administration loans.
In other banking news and developments this year:
A bit of national spotlight was directed
at the Bank On Memphis effort, an outreach
campaign targeting underbanked consumers and connecting them to banks that have
launched products and services specifically
for them. It’s a variation of efforts like it
elsewhere around the country.
Several banks and community institutions like First Tennessee enlisted for the effort, which landed a $10,000 grant from the
Cities for Financial Empowerment Fund.
Tri-State Bank opened its new retail
bank headquarters in Whitehaven in August, a shift to there from Downtown. The
bank estimates that office will have a $2.5
million economic impact on the neighborhood around it. And its formal unveiling
made a big splash, drawing civic and community leaders to mark the occasion.
Community banks like BankTennessee,
Paragon and others kept up a steady stream
of new hire announcements throughout
the year.
Louisiana-based Iberiabank turned
130 this year, and in celebration of that its
employees in the Memphis area performed
random acts of kindness. Like Iberiabank’s
Wolf River branch surprising a client who’d
just turned 100 years old with flowers.
Banks like Triumph and Regions showcased new office designs. The branch at
Regions’ West Tennessee headquarters at
6200 Poplar Ave. shows off the bank’s latest
thinking around design and incorporating
technology into a branch, with such amenities as Video Banking ATMs and DepositSmart ATMs that allow for 24-7 deposits
and check cashing.
Triumph Bank’s commercial and mortgage lending center at 5904 Ridgeway Center Parkway is a central hub for Triumph’s
business banking activity in the East Memphis business corridor. Along with an openoffice layout, guests are greeted inside by
design touches like a large, bright Triumph
sign and video screen.

(A) Go ask your mother.
(B) Because I said so.
(C) We’ll see.
There are no perfect answers in parenting.
AdoptUSKids.org
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Local Party Leaders Differ on Trump
Impact, Appeal to Shelby County Voters
BILL DRIES

ing from the May county primaries will tout
the financial stability and record of county
government since 2010, including county
government debt being under $1 billion for
the first time in at least a decade.
Strong counters that the Democratic
nominees will make life in the city an issue.
“We’re going to make it a referendum
on the lives of the people in this city,” he
said. “Do they have an economy that is
working for them? Do they have services
that work for them? Do they have job opportunities that are meaningful? Right now
we have a county government that’s very
concerned about building new roads in east
(Shelby County) and doing things at the
margins as opposed to doing actual meaningful work at the core for citizens of Shelby
County, which Memphis is a big part of.”
Mills counters that’s not at the feet of
county government.
“The reason Memphis is doing bad is
because Memphis has suffered from bad
leadership, bad Democratic leadership for
decades,” he said. “The county is doing
good because Republicans have run the
county for seven years. The city could do
good if Republicans ran the city. … Really
the blame has to be shifted inward. That’s
the big problem.”

bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The chairmen of the local Democratic
and Republican parties are leading very different game plans into the 2018 elections.
While the focus may be local politics
and voter turnout, Shelby County Democratic Party chairman Corey Strong and
Shelby County Republican Party chairman
Lee Mills are not blind to what is happening
nationally.
“My job as Shelby County chairman is
to take care of Shelby County,” Mills said on
the WKNO/Channel 10 program “Behind
The Headlines.”
“My job as Republican Party chairman
is to highlight our candidates – our state
candidates and try to divorce ourselves
from (president) Donald Trump. We have
to do that,” he said. “This was a weird presidential election, right? We had Republicans
voting for Democrats, Democrats voting
for Republicans – it was a crazy presidential election. Our job is to focus on Shelby
County and try to keep the national politics
out of it.”
Strong, on the same program, said
using the unpopularity of Trump in the
majority-Democrat city doesn’t get to the
basic concerns of that base.
“Our base is in our black urban communities. It’s hard for me to go to south
Memphis, it’s hard for me to go to Smoky
City, Whitehaven, Frayser and say Trump’s
name when the street isn’t paved, when I’ve
got to walk 20 minutes to catch a MATA
bus,” Strong said. “We have to focus on
candidate and issues, but also connect
what we are talking about to a change in
someone’s life.”
“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by Eric
Barnes, publisher of The Daily News, can be
seen on The Daily News Video page, video.
memphisdailynews.com. The airing of this
program marked the first time Strong and
Mills have met, and their first face-to-face
discussion of the upcoming election year.
They each represent the largest base
of voters for each party in Tennessee. For
Democrats, it is a base within the city of
Memphis. For Republicans it is the suburbs
outside of Memphis but within Shelby
County.
Strong is excited about the recent entry
of former Nashville mayor and state Gov.
Phil Bredesen into the Democratic primary
for the U.S. Senate seat currently held by
Bob Corker, in what could become a November general election matchup between
Bredesen and Republican U.S. Rep. Marsha
Blackburn, a strong supporter of Trump.
“This race is going to run through
Shelby County at the state level,” Strong
said. “If we turn out here, that has statewide
impact. We have enough votes on the tree
to shake out that it has to go through Shelby
County.”
For that reason, Strong says Democratic
voter turnout in the August county general
elections is important even if Bredesen is
the only Democrat on the ballot.

Corey Strong, left, and Lee Mills

THE 2018 ELECTION YEAR
May 1: County Primary Elections
Aug. 2: State and Federal Primary
and County General Elections
Nov. 6: State and Federal General
Elections
Mills says he is concerned but along
traditional political lines.
“You are either running scared or running unopposed,” he said. “I think the
demographics of Tennessee have shifted.
There’s only really three or four large Democratic counties. So, it’s going to be tough
for him (Bredesen). But the whole election
comes down to voter turnout.”
Mills says the six-way Republican
primary for Tennessee governor on the
August ballot will help turnout among
Shelby County Republicans the way that the
spirited three-way primary for governor in
2010 helped the party win every countywide
race on the same ballot.
“If 30 percent of our voters turn out
and 20 percent of their voters turn out, we
still lose,” Mills said of the crucial role that
turnout plays for Republicans.
Republican Party leaders have long said
the key to their success in county elections –
the only partisan elections with nonjudicial
primaries within Shelby County’s eight systems of local government – is the crossover
potential of their nominees.
“We’re at a tremendous disadvantage,”
Mills said. “We need some of that crossover
vote and I think we’ll get it. There’s things
that Republicans and Democrats can agree
on – crime, jobs, education – those things
we can agree on.”
Crossover candidates was a factor in the
dysfunction of the local Democratic Party
that led to its dissolution by the state party
in August of 2016 and the reformation that
followed.
“Crossover is a symptom of a problem,”
Strong said, recalling a recent conversation
with a 96-year-old resident at Trezevant
Manor who has always been a Democrat
but hasn’t always voted for every Democrat
on the ballot.
“She says, ‘I didn’t know y’alls candi-

dates. But I know this one and I know his
parents and he’s a good person,’” Strong
recalled. “That means we either don’t have
good candidates or we’re not working hard
enough to get the record of those candidates in front of those voters. That ends
here. We’re going to work. It’s not going to
be a referendum on – ‘We don’t know your
candidates.’ That’s not going to happen
anymore.”
Mills says Republican nominees emerg-
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FORREST DOWN

Attorney and Shelby County Commissioner Van Turner, the president of Memphis Greenspace, meets the press the day after the nonprofit bought Health
Sciences Park and had the statue of Nathan Bedford Forrest there removed. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Memphis makes history in removing the two most visible Confederate
monuments in a deal that involved selling the parks where they once stood
BILL DRIES
The Memphis News

It’s hard to know where the equestrian statue of Nathan
Bedford Forrest is when there aren’t lights on it.
That was the case Wednesday, Dec. 20, as the spotlights
normally illuminating the likeness of the Confederate
general, slave trader and Ku Klux Klan grand wizard were
doused.
Health Sciences Park is adorned with lots of big, old
trees that block out street lights on its borders, so the park
absorbs outside light before it can reach Forrest’s likeness.
Light sources from within the park are thus accentuated,
like the blue flashes of police car lights that have guarded
the statue through several years of protests, including a
marathon police presence since the summer.
Lights were also absent Wednesday night around the
less elaborate statue of Confederacy president Jefferson
Davis in Memphis Park.
Meanwhile, police cars massed at the Tennessee Welcome Center just below Memphis Park awaited word. Word
on whether and when a vote by the Memphis City Council
would initiate the removal of these two statues, and send

police into protection mode around the two city parks.
In an unusual Wednesday session held over from a
recessed session the day before, the council first debated
proposed Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division rate
hikes before voting down a water-rate hike and delaying
votes on gas and electric rate hikes until January.
After a few more agenda items, council chairman Berlin
Boyd turned his attention to third and final reading of an
ordinance laying out different options the city could take
if the state – either in the courts or through the Tennessee
Historical Commission – continued to refuse to allow the
city to remove the Forrest statue.
The ordinance had changed several times as dates for
action by the state were delayed. That was the case with a
hearing before an administrative judge on the city’s claim
that the Forrest statue didn’t qualify as a war memorial
under state law. And if that claim was correct, the city didn’t
need the historical commission’s approval.
All were elements of what attorney Allan Wade, the
city council’s attorney and one of the attorneys for Mayor
Jim Strickland's administration in the monuments controversy, has described as “Confederate hell.”
Wade also has complained that it is easier for the state
to execute someone by lethal injection than it is to move a

statue honoring a Confederate soldier.
Meanwhile, the administration had told state officials
that mediation recommended by the state among the city,
Sons of Confederate Veterans and Forrest’s descendants
was also being delayed. The city wasn’t getting any notice
on when the sessions might happen. So city leaders set a
Dec. 19 deadline, at which time the council would act if
there was no settlement.
With no advance notice Wednesday, council member
Edmund Ford Jr. introduced a substitute ordinance and
the council approved it without debate.
The vote reclassified Health Sciences Park and Memphis Park as “open spaces” and turned them over – for
$1,000 each – to a nonprofit organization called Memphis
Greenspace Inc. The nonprofit was chartered in October
with county commissioner and attorney Van Turner as
its president.
A month before Memphis Greenspace was chartered
by the state, the city council changed an ordinance to allow it to sell park land to a private company at less than
fair market value.
With the council vote Wednesday, Memphis Greenspace had already arranged for the removal of the statues
of Nathan Bedford Forrest in Health Sciences Park and
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Jefferson Davis in Memphis Park.
Strickland later said all of it was
paid for privately with no expense
to the city.
Within minutes of the council vote, before citizens in the
chamber could get a copy of the
substitute ordinance, Memphis
Police headed for both parks from
the staging area on the riverfront,
sealing off all sides of both parks
with convoys of police cars. That
was followed by police completely
sealing off all streets around the
parks and putting in place steel
barriers. City dump trucks were
used to block some roads into the
immediate area around the parks.
HISTORIC MOMENT
IN MEMPHIS
“History is being made in
Memphis tonight,” Strickland
would say a half hour after the
Forrest statue came down and an
hour before the Davis statue was
removed.
Among those who camped
out across Union Avenue directly
across the street from the Forrest
statue to watch its fall was Tami
Sawyer.
The founder of the Take Them
Down 901 effort had been calling
on the city to move more quickly
to remove the monuments. The
group has also been critical of
Strickland for not acting unilaterally before the Tuesday council
vote.
“I’ve got to be honest. I cried
when we got up here,” she said.
“We got to the statue and then
they made us get out of the park.”
That’s happened several times
to Sawyer in the last year, including at an August demonstration around the statue the same
day that Crosstown Concourse
opened. Police arrested six other
demonstrators after some in the
crowd tried to climb atop the
Forrest statue and cover it with
a sheet.
“There was so much negativity around this. People told us this
was the wrong fight and that we
were doing it for the wrong reason,” Sawyer said as work crews
positioned and repositioned
themselves around the darkened
statue, waiting to take it down at
the pre-arranged time of 9:01 p.m.
“I believe the collective force
of how many people believed that
it needed to happen now, that the
city finally found a way to remove
them,” Sawyer said. “I’m glad we
finally found a way to make it
happen. This shows this work is
not without reward.”
Boyd and council members
Kemp Conrad and Frank Colvett
showed up at the statue together.
And when Boyd came across
Union to talk to reporters, some
of those who had been part of the
Take Them Down 901 protests
taunted him.
“We’ve been working tirelessly,” Boyd began.

The Forrest statue was erected
in 1905 with Forrest and his wife
disinterred from their original
burial places in Elmwood Cemetery to be interred at the foot
of the monument. (Memphis News File)
“Take Them Down 901 has,”
replied activist Keedran Franklin.
Others in the crowd made a
coughing noise that included the
word “bullshit” and then began
chanting Sawyer’s name.
Later, Boyd said the coordination between the council and administration made the moment
possible.
“It takes time,” Boyd said.
“We wanted to do things legal. We
wanted to do things in order. And
we wanted to make a defensible
case.”

After more than a century in place, the Nathan Bedford Forrest monument was taken down Wednesday,
Dec. 20, following a Memphis City Council vote to declare the park an open space and sell the land
to a private nonprofit group for $1,000. The deal included the same terms for Memphis Park, where
a statue of Jefferson Davis was removed an hour and a half later.		
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
River parks, respectively.
Most but not all of the markers in the parks referring to the
Confederate-themed names were
painted over. A marker in Memphis Park about the gunboat battle of Memphis remains, a marker
SCV leaders had changed to remove any reference to a surrender
of the city to Union forces after the
battle on the river. Likewise, all of
the seven flags that once flew on
the south end of Mud
Island to signify the
nations Memphis
has been a part
of are no longer
–Tami Sawyer flying, except for
founder of Take Them Down 901
the American flag.
Plaques for five of the
we must allow the state to pursue six former flags – all except the
Confederate flag – remain at the
this case in a lawful manner.”
“We have been fighting this bases of their respective flagpoles.
State Sen. Lee Harris, who was
case for over five years and damn
sure don’t plan on backing down on the council prior to that, talked
about the difference around City
now,” he added.
In that time, there has been Hall and the attitude of the SCV
what Strickland termed a “sea leaders who met with the council
change” – referring to local reac- to talk about an earlier proposal
tion to a violent white suprema- by then-council member Myron
cist rally at the University of Lowery. Lowery’s idea was for
Virginia in Charlottesville this the Forrest statue to coexist in a
renamed Ida B. Wells Park with a
past August.
“We saw an avalanche of sup- monument to the turn of the 20th
port come together behind our century Memphis civil rights and
effort,” Strickland said. “It’s im- anti-lynching leader.
“They strutted into the meetportant that we not forget the sea
change that made today a reality.” ing,” Harris said of the SCV at an
But during his tenure as a city October Law Week forum that
council member before taking also featured Sawyer, Wade and
office as mayor in 2016, Strick- city chief legal officer Bruce Mcland was part of a council that Mullen. “They were in control.
voted unanimously to call for the They were extremists and a lot
removal of Confederate monu- of us were livid.”
Lowery’s compromise was
ments.
The most immediate effect rejected immediately by the SCV
was the administration of then- group.
Harris described Wade, who
Mayor A C Wharton changing the
names of Confederate, Forrest has played a key role in the city’s
and Jefferson Davis parks, with legal battle during Strickland’s
council approval, to Memphis, administration, as “ready to lock
Health Sciences and Mississippi and load” during the council’s
If there were opponents in the
crowd of the Forrest monument
coming down at Health Sciences
Park, they were not vocal.
The Sons of Confederate Veterans, in a written statement,
described Memphis Greenspace
as a “sham nonprofit.”
In a separate response, SCV
Commander in Chief Thomas V.
Strain Jr. said the city action is “a
direct violation of state law and

“Change is possible.
We needed this.”

Also in the crowd was Shelby
County commissioner Walter Bailey, who called for the removal of
the Forrest statue decades earlier
on several occasions.
“I’m ecstatic, and those who
have been in the struggle for the
removal of these despicable monuments join me in my ecstasy,”
he said. “It’s a turning point in
terms of our history. Words can’t
express how jubilant I am.”
Bailey, an attorney, said the
city deserves credit for pursuing
a complex legal course with lots
of different options along the way.
That included closing the
parks entirely or building a monument to lynching victims around
the Forrest statue.
“I feel that it is quite an honor
on the part of our city leaders for
them to have steadfastly stayed
the course,” he said. “They never
gave up. They encountered numerous obstacles but they persevered. And now we are seeing
the fruits of their labor and their
perseverance.”

encounter with the SCV.
Wade said the council was
“galvanized” and put aside differences over the monuments
when the Tennessee Legislature
followed up by passing two state
laws in 2013 and 2016 designed to
prevent the removal of Confederate monuments.
By then the city was also seeing an uptick in protests around
various causes led by groups of
younger Memphians, including
Sawyer.
And with the two most visible
Confederate monuments down,
there are still deep differences
between those who agree that
the monuments had to come
down but disagreed on just about
every detail of how they should
come down.
“That’s how we got here,”
Strickland said of the process he
followed through what amounted to a flow chart of options – all
of them rooted in the law. “But
this day should be more about
where we go from here. Though
some of our city’s past is painful,
we are all in charge of our city’s
future.”
“We love Memphis,“ Sawyer said. “We want all people
in Memphis to have the same
opportunity, to be treated the
same. Change is possible. We
needed this.”
Sawyer acknowledged there
probably had to be a rapid followup after the council voted to sell
the parks.
“It needed to happen immediately, I think, for a lot of
legal reasons,” she said before
looking across Union into a set
of four temporary spotlights that
allowed just the faintest outline
of Forrest atop his horse facing
south as a fog began to roll in. “I
can’t wait to see him fall off his
mantle.”
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(Clockwise from top left) James Alexander, bassist for The Bar-Kays, with Isaac Hayes’ sidemen Sidney Kirk, Willie Hall, Mickey Gregory and Harold Beane.
“The rest of the world has a better appreciation of both Hi (Records) and Stax than the people around here,” Alexander says. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

MEMPHIS
SOUND

DENISE JENNINGS
Special to The Memphis News

60

@

As Stax Records and Royal Studios both wrap up a year of celebrating their 60th anniversary, The Memphis News looks back at the creators and purveyors of the Memphis
sound and its significance, both in its heyday and today.
Worldwide, the Memphis sound is still moving people, and its message and
unique sound lives on, influencing generations of musicians.
“The rest of the world has a better appreciation of both Hi (Records)
and Stax than the people around here,” said James Alexander, bass
player for Stax recording artists The Bar-Kays and the only surviving
member of the band’s original lineup. “People come from all over
the world to see the place that Isaac Hayes recorded or Al Green
recorded, just like they come to see the place that Martin Luther
King, Jr. was assassinated and Elvis Presley lived.”
Stax Records, Hi Records/Royal Studios and the Memphis
sound they developed were part of a movement ahead of its
time, and as art often does, it preserved the story of its context
in a time capsule of music that lives on to inform and entertain
future generations.
Although competitors with very different stories, their paths
were parallel, and together they were musical trailblazers forging
a rich musical legacy of distinctly southern soul music that drew
heavily on the influence of blues, country and gospel music, which
all originated in the region.

Stax Records, Royal Studios strike a chord that still echoes today
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(API Photographers)

ABOVE: The original Stax Records studios in the mid-1960s.

RIGHT: The Soulsville Foundation’s Stax Music Academy.
The academy, along with The
Stax Museum of American
Soul Music and The Soulsville
Charter School, are clustered on
the McLemore Avenue property
where Stax Records once stood.
(Esto Photography)

STAX RECORDS
THE ‘QUIRKY’ LABEL THAT COULD
Jim Stewart, a banker and fiddle player from Middleton, Tennessee, was enamored by what was happening with Memphis-based
Sun Records under the direction of Sam Phillips, and he wanted in
on the action. He had a dream, a tape recorder and access to a garage
in North Memphis, and with that he launched Satellite Records,
Stax’s precursor, in 1957.
Soon joined in the business by his sister Estelle Axton, also a
banker and music lover with an intuition for the newest music, the
siblings moved the studio in 1959 to the abandoned Capitol Theatre
on McLemore Avenue with $150 to invest in the building and almost
no music business experience.
“It was really mom-and-pop, which was why the music was so
authentic,” said Tim Sampson, communications director of the
Soulsville Foundation, the nonprofit that runs the Stax Museum of
American Soul Music, The Stax Music Academy and The Soulsville
Charter School, all clustered on the campus of the original Stax
Records on McLemore Avenue in South Memphis.
After some early success at Satellite Records with Carla Thomas’
“Cause I Love You” and the instrumental hit “Last Night,” recorded
by local high school R&B band The Mar-Keys, Stewart decided to
take the first two letters of his and his sister’s last names and rename
the label Stax Records in 1961.
And for the next 14 years, Stax’s hits kept coming, even as the
label experienced highs and lows.
“Stax was quirky and never really operated the same way as a
big flashy corporate record company operated,” Sampson said. “It
was as much of a cult as it was a record company.”
The house band, The Mar-Keys were made up of both black and
white kids – including Estelle’s son “Packy” Axton – all of whom had
met at school and hung out at the studio.
“The whole thing about Stax was that all of these black and white
people worked together at a time that that just didn’t happen,”
memphis sound continued on P22

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP: Isaac Hayes,
Booker T. & The M.G.'s
and Carla Thomas
were part of the musical roster that shaped
the Stax Records
sound and contributed
to the label’s success
in the 1960s.
Photo courtesy of Stax Archives

Photo (c) Bill Carrier courtesy of Stax Archives

Photo (c) Bill Carrier courtesy of Stax Archives

Stax was quirky and never really operated the same way
as a big flashy corporate record company operated. It
was as much of a cult as it was a record company.”
–Tim Sampson, Soulsville Foundation communications director
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Sampson said.
Axton famously said she never
looked at color, only talent.
“The label came along at a
time where there was a lot of
creative people that didn’t have
an avenue to express their creativity,” Alexander said. “Stax
provided a haven to create in.
You have to wonder: Had it not
been for Stax, would there never
have been The Bar-Kays or Isaac
Hayes? You can’t say that it still
would have happened.”
RISING-STAR POWER
In 1962, Stax welcomed a
young Otis Redding, who soon
would become its biggest star
up to that point – but the story of
how the Macon, Georgia, singer
wound up at the Memphis studio
has caused some debate.
The conventional account
says Redding was hired to drive
Johnny Jenkins of The Pinetoppers from Macon to Memphis.
Redding asked if he could sing for
Stewart and Axton, and at the end
of the day, he got the chance that
launched his successful career
with the label.
However, Jonathan Gould, author of the recent biography “Otis
Redding: An Unfinished Life,”
points out Redding had several
records on smaller labels out at
the time and had recorded more
in Los Angeles before the trip to
Memphis. He was the singer in
Jenkins’ band, though Jenkins and
his guitar playing were the central
attraction.
“As happens when somebody
prominent dies young, the people

who survive are the people who
get to tell the story,” Gould said.
Still a small company, Stax
brought in marketing director and
promoter Al Bell to take the label
to the next level, and around the
same time, entered a distribution
agreement with Atlantic Records,
which sent Florida performers
Sam & Dave to Memphis to find
their sound.
Sam & Dave’s success with
hits like “Hold On, I’m Comin”
and “Soul Man” catapulted Stax to
the international limelight.
In 1967, a roster of Stax stars
launched their first European tour
to a huge reception by European
fans.
“They were already huge in
Europe, and they didn’t even
know it,” Sampson said. “The
Beatles sent limos to pick them
up at the airport. They were still
treated like crap in the U.S. because they were black, but over
there they were all treated like
superstars, which invigorated
them.”
Following the European tour,
Stax artists performed at the
Monterey Pop Festival, slaying
the white hippie counterculture
crowd, Sampson said.
But tragedy struck that December, six months after the festival, when a small plane carrying
Redding, five of the six Bar-Kays
and their valet crashed in Wisconsin. Trumpeter Ben Cauley
was the only one involved in the
crash who survived.
Alexander, who had taken
a different flight, had to go to
Madison, Wisconsin, to identify
the bodies of his band members
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Stax Music
Academy students perform
each year at
Staxtacular, the
academy's
largest annual
fundraiser.
Hosted by the
Memphis
Grizzlies, the
next Staxtacular
takes place Jan.
27.
(Soulsville Foundation)

and friends.
“I was devastated. … I was 17
years old at the time,” he said. “I
remember that as though it was
yesterday.”
The loss reverberated through
Stax and beyond.
“Otis was 26,” Sampson said.
“His career lasted five years, and
all of the sudden it was over. Stax
lost its biggest star, and Otis lost
his life.”
Around the same time, Stax
discovered that a clause in its
distribution agreement with Atlantic had given the company
ownership of all the music Stax
had recorded to that point, and
the label was forced to start over.
“What started out as a great
year had ended badly,” Sampson
said.
The situation didn’t improve
in 1968 as Memphis was plunged
into the national spotlight for the
sanitation workers strike and the

Inside the recording control room looking into Studio A at the Stax Museum of American Soul Music.
The museum was built on the site of the former Stax Records studio. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

The label came along at a time where there was a lot of
creative people that didn’t have an avenue to express
their creativity. Stax provided a haven to create in.”
–James Alexander, The Bar-Kays bass player

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.
“Everything was in a state of
upheaval…even Stax,” Sampson
added.
In an effort to save the label,
Bell recorded 27 albums in 2
months with as many artists as
possible and launched them with
a sales and press conference, beginning Stax’s second phase with
stars like Hayes and the Staples
Singers at the helm.
“A lot of it was message music,” Sampson said. “King had
been assassinated, and Stax took
on the responsibility of keeping
the civil rights movement moving ahead.”
RIDING HIGH, FALLING LOW
In 1972, Bell bought Stax Records from Stewart and Axton,
and the company began to take
more financial risks, some of
which paid off.
The label organized a Los
Angeles benefit concert called
Wattstax, which brought together
112,000 people to commemorate
the 1965 riots in L.A.’s Watts community.
The same year, Hayes won an
Academy Award for the “Theme
From ‘Shaft.’”
“Stax was riding so high,”
Sampson said.
But the ride was almost over.
“The white business community was not going to have all that
black success, and they wanted
more than anything to take Al Bell
down,” he added.
Gould asserts that Bell contributed to the label’s financial
problems with some bad business dealings, but does praise his
decision to focus on recording
full-length albums instead of
radio singles.
“I’m very hard on him and I
will always be very hard on him,”
Gould says of Bell’s business
decisions. “But to give him some
credit, this was the thing that
(Motown Records founder Berry)
Gordy didn’t take seriously until
his artists essentially forced him
to do it. …
“Bell was well ahead of the

curve as far as that went compared to Gordy. He did understand where the business was
going.”
However, it wasn’t enough to
bring Stax the financial success it
needed to survive.
In December 1975, three small
creditors sent by Union Planters
brought an involuntary bankruptcy petition, kicked everyone
out of the studio and padlocked
the doors. The studio was sold to
a neighborhood church, which
eventually tore it down.
STAX’S NEXT LIFE
The hallowed ground of Stax
sat vacant for years until the
precursor to the Soulsville Foundation, the Ewarton Foundation –
formed from the remaining letters
of Stewart and Axton’s last names
– decided to rebuild the Capitol
Theatre and create the Stax Museum of American Soul Music to
serve as the anchor for a broader
neighborhood revitalization.
Stax Records commercially
lives on as a subsidiary of the
California-based Concord Music
Group, which continues to honor
the Stax legacy, repackaging and
reselling the legendary music as
well as signing new artists that
can carry on the Stax sound.
Artists such as Memphis-based
Southern Avenue, Angie Stone,
William Bell, Ben Harper and
Charlie Musselwhite have all recorded new music on the revived
Stax label.
Joel Amsterdam, a senior
vice president at Concord Music
Group, said the company is committed to “keeping the flame alive
and giving (Stax) the reverence it
deserves.”
The company has reissued
numerous Stax titles, including a
series of 60th anniversary releases
in collaboration with Rhino Entertainment.
And Concord is committed to
keeping the new artist roster true
to the Stax legacy, Amsterdam
said.
“It’s something we take seriously, and we don’t want to do
anything to dilute the name.”
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Siblings Oona and Lawrence “Boo” Mitchell are helping continue the legacy of their grandfather, Royal Studios founder Willie Mitchell. The family-run studio
in South Memphis is one of the oldest continuously operating recording studios in the world.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Willie Mitchell’s
Royal Studios
DEVELOPING MEMPHIS SOUL
At the same time Stewart was launching Satellite Records, another studio was forming across town.
Royal Studios was born when singer Ray Harris, record
store owner Joe Coughi, former Sun Records producers Bill
Cantrell and Quinton Claunch, and three silent partners
rented the Royal Theatre and converted it to the Royal
Record Studio, home of Hi Records, named for the last two
letters in Coughi’s name.
Legendary producer Willie Mitchell, who made the
studio famous, originally was hired as a trumpeter at Royal
Studios in 1963 and soon became the musical director and
eventually the owner of the studio. Under his direction,
Royal Studios’ music transformed from instrumental and
rockabilly to rhythm and blues as Mitchell helped develop
the modern Memphis soul sound.
‘A LOT OF MAGIC IN THE AIR’
Early success at Royal Studios on Hi Records was
mostly thanks to instrumentals from groups like the Bill
Black Combo, but the label shot to fame when Mitchell
partnered with Al Green, who began his success in 1970
with “Can’t Get Next to You” and “Tired of Being Alone.”
The next year, Green and Mitchell teamed up for “Let’s
Stay Together,” and they would go on to release a No. 1 hit
for four consecutive years. Green went on to become one
of the best-selling artists of the 1970s.
Mitchell worked with a range of other well-known
artists, producing albums for Ann Peebles, Don Bryant,
George Jackson, Bobby Blue Bland, Syl Johnson and Otis
Clay.
Bryant, an early Hi Records artist who began traveling as a singer with Mitchell’s band at age 16, remembers
Mitchell as a father figure and professional mentor who

gave him many opportunities in his career.
Bryant eventually became an in-house writer for songs
like Peebles’ 1973 hit “I Can’t Stand the Rain.”
“I enjoyed meeting all the artists that came through,”
Bryant said. “They had a lot of stories to tell, and through
that I got a lot of ideas for songs. … I could hum and write
the lyrics and the chords, and most people would take it
from there and finish it up. …

“

It’s unique to have a studio in the
family for 60 years. It’s kind of
unheard of as a working studio
that’s never been turned into a
museum or anything. … When you
come in here, you can feel the vibe
of the souls that have been in here.”
–Oona Mitchell, Daughter of producer Willie Mitchell

“It was a great family and we all worked together.”
Willie’s grandson Lawrence “Boo” Mitchell – who now
runs Royal along with his sister Oona, their mother and
aunt – was born in 1971 during the height of Hi Record’s
success.
“There was a lot of magic in the air when I was a kid,”
Boo Mitchell said, adding that Hi made “26 gold and platinum records in a row, and they were putting out albums
every nine months. It was a pretty electric atmosphere
with the family and all the people in the house … The
Temptations, the Doobie Brothers, Al Green, Ann Peebles
and Rufus Thomas.”

ROYAL’S SECOND WIND
Success struck hot and fast, but with the advent of
disco music in the late 1970s, the popularity of the Memphis sound waned, and Hi was sold in 1977. At that time,
Royal had to start operating as a commercial studio, and
it’s never stopped.
Royal Studios is one of the oldest continuously operating recording studios in the world, boasting an impressive
discography that includes legends like Chuck Berry, Buddy
Guy, Keith Richards, Ike and Tina Turner, and Tom Jones.
It continues to host gold- and platinum-selling artists such
as Rod Stewart, John Mayer, Robert Plant, Elton John and
Snoop Dogg.
“We seem to be the studio of firsts … Rod Stewart’s first
solo album, Keith Richard’s first solo album,” Boo Mitchell
said. “The amount of artists who have come through here
in every genre is staggering, and the influence can still be
heard even in current records.”
“It’s unique to have a studio in the family for 60 years,”
Oona added. “It’s kind of unheard of as a working studio
that’s never been turned into a museum or anything. …
When you come in here, you can feel the vibe of the souls
that have been in here.
“People are coming here for the sound and the fact that
we’re still equipped with analog and digital. My granddad
created the sound in this studio. He pieced together every
piece of wool hanging in here. … It’s not asbestos!”
Boo added, “Pops would say, ‘Be careful when you clean
up. Don’t move anything!’ He would jokingly say, ‘Don’t
mess with those cobwebs!’”
The studio always has been a family affair, and that atmosphere built the lore that is bringing in a new generation
of musicians, including Marc Ronson and Bruno Mars, who
recorded the chart-topping track “Uptown Funk” – along
with most of Ronson’s 2015 album “Uptown Special” – at
Royal. Boo Mitchell won his first Grammy for engineering on
“Uptown Funk,” which also pushed Royal into the spotlight.
“We’ve kind of been under the radar for so long except
kind of the deep student of soul music. ‘Uptown Funk’ kind
of put us more in the mainstream,” he said.
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Fall Creek Falls: Sound
Plan or Political Payback
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Pet owners spend hundreds of dollars on
toys and vet care, but have you considered
what happens if your animal companions
outlive you? Ray and Dana Brandon share
information on how to provide for your pets’
future in your estate plan.

PATRICK TAMBURRINO

GUEST COLUMN

Small companies can act like larger ones –
and save time and money – by outsourcing
their IT management, says Patrick Tamburrino, who shares three reasons why an “IT
Santa” should be on business owners’ wish
list this year.

LANCE WIEDOWER

THE DAILY TRAVELER

It’s been a big year for travel news – from
hurricane-impacted tourist areas to new
airline fees. Columnist Lance Wiedower
shares the year’s top stories and how some
will continue to affect travelers in 2018.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
A focus on African-American artists has the
potential to inspire and support businesses
that are by, for and from the black community, say columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw, who
share details of a Memphis program that is
doing just that.

CATHERINE TAYLOR

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
The term “expert” is thrown around a lot
these days, but backing it up with evidence is
another matter. Columnist Catherine Taylor
shares three tips and tales to help businesses
that are struggling to prove their expertise.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Now go find a job.
That’s the message the state of Tennessee is sending nearly 60 employees at Fall
Creek Falls State Park this joyous holiday
season.
Rather than outsource jobs and the
renovation of park’s inn, a proposal vehemently opposed by state workers and
numerous legislators, the Department of
Environment and Conservation is opting
to take a different route, one that means
closing the old inn for 18 to 24 months in
April 2018 and building a new one.
The caveat, however, is they’ll be
releasing 31 full-time and 27 part-time
employees.
Sure, they’ll be getting hefty severance
packages, including a lump sum of $3,200
for full-timers, college tuition assistance for
two years at any state college or technical
school, a shot at unemployment and a spot
on the state’s Reduction in Force list for one
year. Part-timers will receive a one-time
$1,000 payment, college tuition assistance
and a chance for state unemployment.
“Our human resources staff will be
working closely to identify other positions
at TDEC, at other state agencies and other
employers in the area that might be available to those impacted employees,” TDEC
spokesman Eric Ward says. No employees
have been released yet, he points out, since
the inn won’t be closed and torn down until
next spring.
State Sen. Janice Bowling says she was
promised the Fall Creek Falls employees in
Van Buren County were going to be “taken
care of” and offered other positions in the
parks system there while the inn was undergoing work.
Bowling, a Tullahoma Republican who
was critical of the state’s previous parks
outsourcing plans, points out rural and
remote Van Buren County is an economically distressed area already and would be
devastated by the loss of jobs, even for a
small number of workers. “Those are very
good jobs in Van Buren County,” she notes.
During presentations on outsourcing
by the Department of General Services
early this year, officials promised that no
state employee would lose their job as a
result of privatization.
The question is whether this is a form of
reneging or a reshuffling of the deck.
Tennessee State Employees Association Executive Director Randy Stamps is
miffed by the state’s decision.
“We do not understand why the administration does not explore better locations
for the new inn at Fall Creek Falls,” Stamps
says. “We are concerned for the employees
who work at the inn, their families and that
entire rural community.
“The administration has an obligation
to that community and all state taxpayers to

consider other locations for the inn which
make more business sense for all affected
parties, especially when there are options
that don’t give up revenue for two to three
years when clearly other alternatives are
available.”
After privatization was dropped, Van
Buren County Mayor Greg Wilson points
out, state officials said they were going
to look at renovating the inn and probably wait until spring 2019. Things started
changing during the last few weeks, though,
culminating in an early December move to
tear down, rebuild and let go of workers in
late May 2018.
The Van Buren County Commission
held a standing-room-only public hearing
on the matter recently but has little, if any,
recourse.
“Nothing’s being done for the employees, except ‘here’s a minute severance
package and good luck,’” Wilson adds.
He even says retribution against employees who opposed the outsourcing plan
could be a factor, too.
“I think that has a lot to do with it,” he
says, adding he believes privatization will
emerge again in the operation of a new
inn or hotel.
State Rep. John Ray Clemmons calls the
situation a “lose-lose” for Fall Creek Falls
and Tennessee residents.
“It’s devastating to that community
and the people who work in and around
Fall Creek Falls,” Clemmons says. “Representations were made as to the protection
of jobs down there that have been proven
to be false. And those representations were
made by this governor’s administration,
as well as the people of TDEC, specifically
Brock Hill (deputy commissioner).
“They’ve now made this ridiculous
decision to tear down the inn rather than
renovate it. It’s an architecturally significant structure that admittedly needs renovation, but there is no excuse for deciding
to tear down this facility.”
Clemmons, a Nashville Democrat who
has been spearheading the effort against
outsourcing and park preservation for two
years, points out state taxpayers will pay
twice as much for a new inn with half the
rooms of the existing one while the cost for
renting a room will roughly double when
the new inn opens.
The Department of Environment and
Conservation, which handles the state’s
parks systems, calls the inn project a
“critical long-term investment” for Van
Buren and Bledsoe counties, a “catalyst
for economic growth and prosperity” in
the struggling area, Ward states via email.
In addition, building a new inn is the
next part of the Haslam administration’s
plan to reinvest $43 million in Fall Creek
Falls facilities, including work done on
cabins, the swimming pool, visitor center,
village green, nature center, golf course and
sewer, Ward says.
“Statewide, this administration has
appropriated more than $170 million in
capital investment for Tennessee state
parks that improve our quality of life and
help drive rural economic development,”
he adds.
He notes the inn closing date of April 2,

2018, was set recently by the Department
of General Services, which is managing
the project.
The Department of General Services is
also the state agency responsible for trying
to push Gov. Bill Haslam’s outsourcing
plan, which was opposed by an overwhelming number of legislators this year.
Asked if he’s concerned about people
losing jobs and the possibility that the
state reneged on promises, Haslam spokeswoman Jennifer Donnals says, “The governor has said we have to look at what is best
for Fall Creek Falls State Park, Van Buren
County and the state in the long term, and
he believes the plan TDEC has created is
the right one.
“Under that plan, TDEC will work
closely to identify other positions within
the department, at other state agencies and
with other employers in the area that might
be available to impacted employees.”
Clemmons, however, calls the plan “irresponsible” and another “poor decision”
by the administration that will “inflict
severe detrimental impact” on Fall Creek
Falls workers and the surrounding community.
Clemmons also says transparency and
truthfulness were lacking in the decision.
“And I’m seriously disappointed in the
state officials, both in the administration
and elected, who represent that area, who
have refused to stand up for the people they
represent and the park that is the jewel of
our state parks system,” he adds.
Short of renovating the old inn, Van
Buren Mayor Wilson says he believes the
best plan would be to build a new inn
across a lake from the existing one, where
utilities are available along with better access to the general store, golf course and
other attractions.
Then, the old inn could be torn down
and more cabins, which often have a
yearlong waiting period or more, could be
constructed, he says.
“It makes no economic sense,” Wilson
explains of the recently announced plan.
“They could renovate for about $18 million,
but they’re going to tear down and rebuild
for about $30 million.”
The decision not only disrupts continuity for employees but for the economy too,
he points out.
Sen. Bowling notes the state is going
to provide funding to replace revenue Van
Buren County would have made otherwise.
But she is far from happy with the
decisions affecting employees, calling the
recent decision to release workers “egregious.”
“I was told up front that wouldn’t happen. And now it’s happening,” Bowling
says.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News,
Knoxville Ledger and Hamilton County
Herald. He can be reached at sstockard44@
gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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Lankford Named Farm Manager
For Agricenter’s New Organic Center
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Chris Lankford has been named farm manager for Agricenter
International’s newly created Organic Resource Center, which is
designed to be a resource for Mid-South growers in the basics of the
organic certification process. Lankford will be responsible for the
operation of the new organic farm, developing peri-urban agriculture
projects, and promoting organic agricultural practices. He also will assist
the director of research in additional research as well as the operation of
Agricenter’s farm as a whole.
Hometown: Ripley, Tennessee
Experience: I have operated
my family farm in Ripley for
27 years and supplied Kroger
Delta Division with trailers
full of delicious Ripley tomatoes for 24 years. I most
recently came to Agricenter
from the position of farm
manager at PictSweet Co. I
have a degree in plant and
soil science from the University of Tennessee at Martin.
What talent do you wish
you had? I wish I had musical ability.
Who has had the greatest
influence on you and why?
Dr. Bobby Hathcock, professor emeritus of plant science
at UT Martin, instilled in me
a great interest in plant science.
Tell us a little about why
Agricenter created the new
Organic Resource Center.
The Organic Resource Center will allow Agricenter to fill
a gap in the region. It is a new
model serving as laboratory
and demonstration farm, a

CHRIS LANKFORD

place for additional collaboration between producers
and consumers, and a hub
to learn about new markets
and emerging trends.
What will growers be able to
learn from ORC’s research?
The ORC is a new addition
to Agricenter’s long-established research program and
is designed to provide growers of the Mid-South with
data they need to be successful in producing crops
organically. The ORC will
evaluate soil carbon stocks,
greenhouse gas emissions
and crop productivity between organic and nonorganic cropping systems.
It will also establish a longterm trial to compare organic and non-organic cropping
systems in a southern, subtropical climate.
Several states, including
Tennessee and Arkansas,
are wrestling with how to
regulate dicamba herbicides and prevent so-called
dicamba drift from affecting nearby farms. How
much of a concern is that
for growers who might be

R. Scott Barber, regional president of
Caesars Mid-South,
has been elected
chairman of the Tunica Tourism Commission, the sixmember governing BARBER
board of the Tunica
Convention & Visitors Bureau. He replaces the commission’s longtime
chairman, Warren “Tutt” Sullivan, who
is retiring. Barber has spent more than
20 years as an executive with Caesars
Entertainment and has been regional
president for Caesars Mid-South since
January 2009.

considering producing organic crops? Dicamba drift
is a concern for all producers – non-organic as well as
organic. If you are an organic
farm and you are affected by
dicamba drift, your produce
cannot be sold as organic. It
can still be sold at market,
but growers will not get the
premium for it.
Organic produce (and other organic products) have
gained popularity among
consumers, but what about
producers? Are more expressing an interest in
growing organically? A lot
of producers do not know
what is involved in converting to organic production.
Agricenter will be providing
growers with that information. The three-year wait
before the ground can be
certified organic is a barrier
for growers, but there are
still steps that can be taken
during those years, such as
working on soil and selling
produce that is considered
in organic transition.
As a farmer yourself, what
experience have you had

The town of Tunica has appointed
Nolen Cannon to serve on the Tunica Tourism Commission in the open
position left by Sullivan’s retirement.
Cannon is the former chairman of the
Mississippi Gaming Commission and
a local farmer.
Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP has appointed Buddy Dearman as managing
partner of DHG Dealerships. Dearman
has more than 30 years of experience
working with dealerships and their
owners. In his new role, he will develop
and lead DHG Dealerships’ strategy,
including overseeing services for more
than 2,500 clients in all 50 states. He

with growing organic vs.
non-organic crops, and how
did you decide which was
best for you? I have had an
interest in growing organic
crops for consumers for
some time. My experiences
with specialty crops and
dealing with food and labor
laws will allow me to help
fulfill our goal at Agricenter.
Agricenter will be a wonderful resource for producers
and consumers to connect
around non-organic and organic food production.
What do you consider your
greatest accomplishment?
Increasing my family farm
from a small, 15-acre tomato
farm to 80 acres utilizing the
most current technology.
What do you most enjoy
about your work? Determining innovative ways to deal
with challenges.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people, what would it be? Find
something you love and put
as much effort as possible
in the pursuit of achieving
success.

also will lead a 25-partner leadership
team and more than 160 professionals.
William B. Howard Jr. has been selected as one of the
2017 Memphis Five
Star Wealth Manager Award recipients.
Howard is president
of William Howard
HOWARD
& Co. Financial Advisors Inc., a feeonly financial planning and investment advisory firm in East Memphis,
and has provided financial advice for
38 years.

ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

Laid Off Just
In Time For
The Holidays
I hate to admit this. I have seen more people let go this holiday season than in years past.
It’s a sad and stressful situation. As employers
approach the end of the year, they re-evaluated
their priorities and made business decisions
to reorganize. The shift in structure left many
people without a job.
If this has happened to you, please know
you’re not alone. The holidays can be an
especially difficult and uncertain time to be
without a job. Expenses go up with travel and
gifts. And, let’s face it. Job seeking over the
holidays can be slow and discouraging, even
in a good situation.
The first lesson is this. When it comes to
your career, think of yourself as your own small
business. Be honest. Have integrity. And don’t
forget – make choices that put you first. Often,
we make sacrifices for our company that we
later regret. We stay too long or allow ourselves
to slowly become outdated – for the sake of the
team. Do what’s right, but don’t forget that
the company will do what they need to do to
survive – whether it impacts your job or not.
With that in mind, you must also do what’s
right for you.
Second, don’t wait to start searching. I
know it’s emotionally exhausting and you may
want to take a break. But when you’re first laid
off can be the perfect time to reach out to others for help. A few years ago, my hometown
in Oklahoma was hit by a massive tornado.
Amazingly, people were extremely interested
to help in the weeks right after it happened
– giving money, time and other helpful donations. A few months later, my hometown was
still picking up the pieces from this devastation. But, naturally, most people had moved on
to the next tragic news story. In other words,
folks are more likely to help very soon after any
difficult incident. If you can, push yourself to
start quickly.
The holidays are a time when you will have
a chance to see friends and colleagues at annual parties. It can be a time of renewal and
reconnection. Take advantage of these free
events. But before attending, prepare yourself.
You may be surprised at how many direct and
sometimes inappropriate questions you may
be asked about your former employer. Practice
what you will say if someone asks why you were
let go. Be brief, be concise, and do your best not
to knock your former employer.
Beginning your job search now will leave
you prepared to start strong in January. Update
your LinkedIn profile, revise your resume,
and have a draft cover letter ready to go. Be
prepared to react quickly when someone lends
you a hand.
I hope you don’t experience this type of
loss during this season. But if you do, know
that there are many people who will step in to
help. Be ready so you can take full advantage.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.
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MEMPHIS FOOTBALL

Be Who You Are: Iowa State Will Have To
Play Its Brand of Football in Liberty Bowl

Iowa State quarterback Kyle Kempt throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma
State, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017, in Ames, Iowa. 
(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)

Cyclones Won’t, And Can’t, Try To Duplicate Memphis Tigers’ Potent Offense
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

At this late date in the college football
season, deception may come on an individual play – a quarterback’s deft sleight of
hand on play-action or a linebacker feigning blitz only to drop back into coverage.
But the identities of teams – what
and who they will be over four quarters
– is well-documented. The University of
Memphis has a high-flying offense (47.7
points per game, second in the nation)
and a pedestrian defense (allowing 33.4
points per game to rank 104th in scoring
defense).
Iowa State’s defense allows 21 points
per game, which is good for 29th in the
country. The offense scores an average
of 29.9 points per game, which ranks 51st
nationally.
“We know a high-scoring game is detrimental to winning,” said Allen Lazard,
the Cyclones’ leading receiver with 61
catches for 799 yards and nine touchdowns.
So, the respective roles are cast head-

ing into the AutoZone Liberty Bowl, which
kicks off at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday ,Dec. 30
,and will be televised nationally on ABC.
For a Memphis opponent, seeing the
Tigers’ offense on film isn’t a showing of
coming attractions as much as a horror
show. Riley Ferguson passing. Anthony
Miller catching, running, and scoring. Darrell Henderson and Patrick Taylor bursting
through line and running and running
and scoring. And Tony Pollard torturing
defenders as a kick returner, receiver and
running back.
“Very impressive,” said Joel Lanning,
a first-team All-Big 12 linebacker after
converting from quarterback (where he
still takes a few snaps). “When you watch
them on film, you see they deserve all the
accolades they’ve gotten. They’re putting
up tons of points and yards running and
throwing.”
Said cornerback Brian Peavy, a second-team All-Big 12 selection: “They’re
explosive, well put together.”
Henderson was a 1,000-yard back for
Memphis and David Montgomery rushed
for 1,095 yards for the Cyclones and also
caught 35 passes. And Montgomery leads

the nation with 104 missed tackles.
“He refuses to go down,” said secondteam All-Big 12 offensive lineman Jake
Campos. “He’s always looking for one
more yard.”
The Cyclones (7-5) can’t match the
Tigers for one-off big plays on either side
of the ball, but they do trump them in
ball security. They have not lost a fumble
all year.
They also have played more disciplined football. Memphis (10-2) ranks
127th out of 129 teams with 81 penalty
yards per game. They’ve been whistled
106 times for almost 1,000 yards worth of
infractions.
By contrast, Iowa State averages 41.33
penalty yards per game, which ranks 22nd
in the country. They’ve committed 54 infractions covering just 496 yards.
Memphis has the country’s eighthmost prolific passing attack with almost
340 yards per game and even the rushing
offense is 30th with 209.1 yards per game.
The Cyclones rank 112th in rushing and
33rd in passing, with just under 270 yards
through the air per game.
Jacob Park started the first four games

of the season at quarterback, but took a
leave of absence for personal reasons (he
later told the Des Moines Register he had
a marijuana problem) and has requested
a transfer.
Kyle Kempt, who transferred from
Oregon State via a community college
without ever playing, stepped in and led
Iowa State to upsets of then-No. 3 Oklahoma and later TCU when it was ranked
fourth. He has held onto the starting QB
job with Lanning making cameos, mainly
to run the ball.
“Our offense has been a lot about
having a balanced attack,” said Campos.
“With different quarterbacks, we have to
get the run game going. We love the running game. That’s what we do – pound
the rock.”
The Tigers struggled to run the ball
at times, such as gaining just 30 yards on
23 rushes in a 42-38 win over Houston on
Oct. 19. But in their last three games, they
gained 259 rushing yards in a win over
SMU, 333 rushing yards in a win over East
Carolina, and even had 282 rushing yards
in the double-overtime loss in the American Athletic Conference championship
game at UCF.
“Definitely makes them a dynamic
team,” Peavy said of the Tigers’ improved
running game. “And they move a lot of
guys around. Number one (Pollard) and
No. 10 (receiver Damonte Coxie) are definitely threats.”
While the Tigers are making their
fourth straight bowl appearance – two under Justin Fuente, two under Mike Norvell
– this is Iowa State’s first trip since they lost
to Tulsa in the AutoZone Liberty Bowl on
Dec. 31, 2012. The Cyclones’ second-year
coach, Matt Campbell, just signed a new
long-term contract. Just like Norvell.
Lazard, by the way, was on that last
bowl trip as a fan because his older brother
played on that Iowa State team.
“Cold and raining,” he said of what he
remembered from the day.
This bowl game most recently follows
a 2-10 season and back-to-back 3-9 seasons. And, of course, a coaching change
two years ago.
“This has been a very long journey,
especially for our seniors,” Lazard said.
“When you come to school, you think of
all the success you’re going to have. You
don’t expect to have just two or three wins
or to lose by 40 points or whatnot.
“That’s what makes this season more
special.”
As for the weather this time around,
the extended forecast was calling for a high
of 44 and a chance of rain or snow.
The boys from Iowa should feel right
at home.
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK

Z-Bo Flashback as Kings Stun 76ers; NBA
Mock Drafts Relevant to Grizzlies Fans
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

If you happened to check
in on Tuesday’s game in Philadelphia between the 76ers and
Sacramento Kings, it had to make
you a little nostalgic. Former Grizzly Zach Randolph led the Kings
back from a 16-point deficit to
a 101-95 victory at Wells Fargo
Center.
Kings beat writer Jason Jones,
under the headline “Randolph
restores order,” described Z-Bo’s
contributions this way:
“Randolph’s importance was
magnified in the third quarter.
Facing a 16-point deficit, Randolph simply refused to let the
Kings get blown out and went to
work for 10 of his points in the
period.
“Randolph is the Kings’ run
stopper because he can be relied
on to get a quality shot.”
Not as punchy as “Feed Fifty,”
but point taken. When all else
fails, “throw it to the hand.”
The Kings, of course, are not
faring much better than the Grizzlies. That win raised their record
to 10-20. Randolph is averaging

liott has been quite the find for
the Eagles, too. He has converted
on 24 of 28 field goals for 85.7
percent. He has made 5 of 6 kicks
50 yards or longer, including a
61-yarder.
He lost out to Greg Zuerlein
of the Los Angeles Rams; Zuerlein made 38 of 40 attempts for
95 percent.
Gostkowski, who is in his 12th
NFL season, has been selected to
four Pro Bowls.

15.2 points, 7.0 rebounds and
2.2 assists going into Wednesday
night’s game at Brooklyn.
Randolph will make his return
to FedExForum on Jan. 19.
NBA MOCK DRAFT CHATTER
From now until it no longer
makes sense, we will be providing
some NBA mock draft updates
because barring a miracle on the
court or apocalypse off it, the
Grizzlies are going to be in the
2018 NBA Draft Lottery.
At cbssports.com, writer Reid
Forgrave has Duke’s Marvin
Bagley at No. 1 (most “experts”
think the power forward is the
obvious top choice), followed by
Luca Doncic, a shooting guard
from Slovenia. Arizona center
DeAndre Ayton was third choice,
Missouri forward Michael Porter
Jr. the fourth pick, and Alabama
point guard Collin Sexton rounded out the top five.
In this mock draft, the Grizzlies were projected to pick ninth
and to select Michigan State
power forward Jaren Jackson Jr.
For what it’s worth, Z-Bo was a
Spartan. Deyonta Davis was, too.
Here’s an excerpt from what
Forgrave had to say about Jack-

Former University of Memphis placekicker Jake Elliott has had a
great rookie season with the Philadelphia Eagles, but just missed
making the Pro Bowl. 
(Icon Sportswire via AP Images)
son: “There are flashes of unicorn
in Jackson’s game, an elite shot
blocker (nearly three per game)
and a very good rebounder who
also takes, and makes, 3-pointers.
The potential is sky-high here,
especially in an NBA that values
this type of versatile big man.”
WHAT A KICK
Two former University of
Memphis kickers have shown
well this NFL season. Yet neither
will be representing his team in

the Pro Bowl.
Stephen Gostkowski, the
longtime New England Patriots
kicker, has hit 33 of 36 field goals
this season, or 91.7 percent. He’s
4 of 4 on kicks of 50 or more yards
(including a 62-yarder) and 22 of
22 from inside of 40 yards.
But the nod still went to Pittsburgh kicker Chris Boswell, who
also is 33 of 36 overall, to represent the American Football
Conference.
Philadelphia rookie Jake El-

1,000 WIN CLUB GROWS BY
TWO
On Tuesday, Dec. 19, two
women’s college basketball
coaches won their 1000th game.
First, North Carolina coach Sylvia
Hatchell earned win No. 1,000
as her team defeated Grambling
State by 16 points. A few hours
later, Connecticut’s Geno Auriemma got his 1,000th victory as
the top-ranked Huskies downed
Oklahoma 88-64.
The late Pat Summit of Tennessee is the leader in the women’s game with 1,098 wins. Stanford’s Tara VanDerveer has 1,018
victories. In the men’s game,
Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski has won
1,082 games.

Mismatch: Fizdale and Gasol Should Have Worked, But Didn’t
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
There’s no way to prove this, but I
believe it: if David Fizdale and Marc Gasol
never had been part of the same team, they
would have respected each other from afar.
They might have even wondered about
working together and wished for it.
The player forever talks about playing
the right way, that it doesn’t matter who
scores the points only that the ball goes
through the basket, and that the team must
be dug in on defense. Every possession.
The coach believes in no limits. The
goal is a championship. Everything else? A
degree of failure.
Fizdale came here last season for his
first head coaching job. He grew up as an
assistant in Miami, immersed in a system

where winning was valued every bit as
much as Gasol values it. In a culture that
operates on the theory that every player,
even a player named LeBron James, can
make his game greater.
Had Fizdale landed as a head coach
somewhere else he no doubt would have
had nights when he wished his star player,
whoever that happened to be, would share
the ball like Big Spain does.
Gasol, from afar, might have noticed
the way Fizdale worked to bring the best
out of players. In fact, he might have seen
Fizdale give some other center the green
light to shoot threes and been envious.
Even now, whenever Gasol knocks
down a 3-pointer I can’t help but think
Fizdale deserves a partial assist. He demanded Gasol shoot them. Many of them.
And it took Gasol’s game to a new place
offensively and opened things up more for
Mike Conley and others.
Ah, the good old days.
More recently, we have learned that the
good times ended just about a year ago.
When Gasol met with several reporters ear-

lier this week he pinpointed an 82-73 loss
to Utah at FedExForum as the beginning
of the end of his relationship with Fizdale.
I called up that box score and it was
notable for several things. First, after that
loss the Grizzlies had an 18-11 record.
That’s some high cotton given the Grizzlies’ 9-21 mark going into a Dec. 20 game
at Golden State.
Admittedly, Gasol had a rough game
against Utah. He was 4 of 22 from the floor
and 0 of 5 from behind the arc, finishing
with eight points, seven rebounds and four
assists. Conley was 3 of 16 from the field, 1
of 9 from deep, and finished with 14 points
and four assists.
Afterward, Fizdale let his two best players know how far they were from meeting
his expectations that night.
“He just completely came into me and
Mike, and I did not like that one bit,” Gasol
said earlier this week.
The relationship was strained from that
point forward. Fizdale benched Gasol in the
fourth quarter against Brooklyn on Nov.
26 this year. The Grizzlies lost that game,

their eighth straight. Gasol let his feelings
be known postgame – he didn’t like it, and
no explanation from the coaching staff was
offered. Fizdale was gone the next day.
The Grizzlies’ official stance via general
manager Chris Wallace was that event and
Fizdale’s firing were not connected. Gasol
has said multiple times he did not ask that
Fizdale be fired.
Fizdale finally spoke on ESPN’s The
Jump on Wednesday, Dec. 20. He said a
head coach and a star player butting heads
was normal.
“That’s the league,” said Fizdale. “I
mean, the best player and the coach aren’t
always going to get along.”
He’s right, of course.
But if ever a coach and a star player
should have gotten along, it was David
Fizdale and Marc Gasol.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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Amid the Tumult, a Vol Legacy Finally Gets His Call
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Jacob Warren got one of the
best phone calls of his life a
couple of weeks ago.
The senior tight end at Farragut High School was relieved
to hear what new Tennessee football coach Jeremy Pruitt told him.
“I talked to him the other
day and he was just saying he’s
excited to get going, and they
were honoring my commitment,
which was amazing to hear,”
Warren said last week at the Farragut fieldhouse.
“That’s kind of one thing I’ve
been worried about, was when
they do get a new coaching staff,
whether I would still be in the
picture, and luckily when I talked
to him, he reassured me that they
still wanted me, and I’d still make
a difference on the team.”
Warren, who signed with
Tennessee on Wednesday, wasn’t
alone in his concerns. Recruits
across the nation shared the
same worries. With all the coaching changes at Power 5 programs,
new coaching staffs were cutting
ties with recruits from previous
staffs and bringing in their own
recruits.
Pruitt and his new staff made
a couple of those tough calls in
the days before the first-ever
early signing period for football,
which started Wednesday and
ended Friday.
Warren’s father, James, an
offensive lineman for Tennessee from 1989-93, had concerns
about Jacob’s future at his alma
mater during the weeks after
Butch Jones’ Nov. 12 firing and
the month-long search for the
replacement.
“It was up in the air for everybody,” James Warren says. “This
was our first time going through
this, of course, and you always
hear a new staff coming in, the
coach is going to want to bring
in his guys, and I’m like, ‘Jacob’s
going to be signing in about
three weeks, are they going to
want him?’
“It was just a rollercoaster
of emotions because you never
know. You can see what’s been
going on. We’re just really happy
to be in the Vol family, for sure.”
Tennessee’s coaches opted
not to honor commitments from
several players, including quarterback Michael Penix of Tampa
Bay Tech High School and cornerbacks Brandon Cross and
Tanner Ingle of Orlando, primar-

University of Tennessee athletic director Phillip Fulmer, left, and
new head football coach Jeremy Pruitt. Jacob Warren, an early
signee from Farragut High, is confident Fulmer and Pruitt will turn
the program around.
(Calvin Mattheis/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP)

ily because they didn’t fit Pruitt’s
system and recruiting profile.
Other players de-committed from Tennessee due to the
coaching change and the lingering uncertainty in the program,
among them five-star offensive
lineman Cade Mays of Knoxville
Catholic High School, who decommitted Dec. 7, and four-star
quarterback Adrian Martinez of
Clovis West High/Fresno, California, who de-committed Dec.
13 and committed to Nebraska.
Warren signed with the Vols
at Farragut High School, joining
Gibbs High offensive lineman
Ollie Lane who had signed two
hours earlier.
Mays narrowed his choices
to Georgia, Clemson and Ohio
State, but got a visit from Pruitt
and new athletic director Phillip Fulmer last week at Catholic
and planned to sign Wednesday
afternoon.
Warren never wavered on his
May 24 commitment to Tennessee, hoping to play for his dream
school. His brother, Joshua, is a
freshman at UT, but a student
only.
“It’s a fresh start, a new era, to
say the least, and I’m excited to
be a part of it,” Warren acknowledges. “I don’t really know what
it’s like yet just because it’s new,
but I’m very excited and looking
forward to just contributing to
the new culture there and everything that’s going on there.”
Warren will find out what it’s
like in a hurry. He graduates from
Farragut this month and will be
a January enrollee with the Vols.
The 6-foot-6, 215-pound
Warren will immediately join
in Tennessee’s winter training
program before spring practices.
“That’s the upside of (Warren) right now is with the frame

he’s got, when he gets in college
and gets on a training table and
gets in the weight room, he can
put that weight on,” Farragut
coach Eddie Courtney explains.
“He has great hands, runs
great routes. He realizes the thing
he’s got to work on is his blocking
because he wants to play tight
end. From that standpoint, his
upside is his potential, straight
ahead of him.”
Warren was a multi-sport
athlete as a youth, playing football, hockey, lacrosse, basketball
and baseball. He grew up going
to Tennessee football games. By
his middle school days, Warren
played only football and basketball, and he stopped playing
basketball after his freshman
year at Farragut.
“I had somebody ask me
about 20 minutes ago why I
didn’t play basketball,” Warren
recalls. “I said it’s just not my
thing, and I’d rather have time to
develop toward football because
it was something I began to realize I could make something out
of.”
Courtney saw the potential
when a long-and-lanky Warren
showed up for football as a freshman at Farragut.
By his junior year, Warren
was a big-time playmaker, thanks
in large part to then-senior quarterback Adam Fulton, as the
Admirals raced to a 14-1 record
and Class 5A state championship,
the first in program history. He
finished with 39 catches for 479
yards and nine touchdowns.
Warren was offered by Tennessee in December of 2016
during a call from Larry Scott,
an assistant under Jones from
2016-17. He’s the first Farragut
player to sign a scholarship as a
freshman at Tennessee in more

than 20 years.
“I can’t tell you how excited I
was,” Warren recalls. “I was in the
middle of an anatomy and physiology class. I told my teacher, ‘I’m
sorry, but I have to take this call.
I’ve got to miss class. I’m sorry.’
“So, I stepped outside. It
was cold, winter time. I was out
there in a T-shirt talking to Coach
Scott. He was like, ‘How did I not
know you were in my backyard?
How have I not offered you yet?’ I
told him I didn’t know, I’ve been
here all along. I was just excited
to hear them say everything and
kind of make this whole dream
become a reality.”
It didn’t stop Warren from
enjoying the recruiting process.
He took visits to Oregon, South
Carolina, Duke, Wake Forest,
Auburn, Vanderbilt and others.
James Warren and his wife,
Heather, didn’t try to sway Jacob’s decision.
“Fortunately, I played at Tennessee, but at the end of the day,
it was Jacob’s decision because
it’s his life,” James says. “We’ve
got to let him live it, no matter
what we think. We just kind of
gave him our input and let him
make his mind up, and it’s been
made up for a long time on Tennessee.”
Jacob realized the West Coast
might not be an option during a
visit to Oregon last spring. After
a couple of layovers at airports,
Jacob and his mom took a flight
to Portland, Oregon, but missed
the connecting flight to Eugene
where the Oregon campus is
located. They spent the night
in the airport, caught an earlymorning flight to Eugene, and
drove straight to campus.
“That just kind of made me
realize what I have here,” Jacob
says. “It might cost me $5 in gas
to get down the street to go to
school, whereas when you’re
going across the country, it takes
me a whole day or so to get back.
“Say if anything happens to
me or my family, I’ll be able to
see them really fast here. It’s just
a convenience thing, and it definitely wasn’t convenient going
across the country. I enjoyed the
Oregon visit, but (the travel) did
kind of take away a little bit of it.”
After committing to the Vols
last summer, Warren focused
on his senior season and the
academics needed to graduate
in December.
Although Warren had another big season with 39 catches
for 659 yards and eight touchdowns – Farragut wasn’t able to

repeat as state champion, this
time losing eventual Class 6A
champion Maryville in a secondround playoff game.
Courtney saw Warren take on
a new role in 2017.
“I know what kind of character guy he is,” Courtney notes.
“I know he’ll do everything to be
coached. He’s very coachable,
‘Yes sir, no sir.’ This past year,
seriously, he got that recruiting
stuff behind him, and then he
was really a great team leader for
our football team.”
The Warren household was
elated when Fulmer was hired
as Tennessee’s athletic director
Dec. 1, hours after John Currie
was placed on paid leave by the
university.
Fulmer was James Warren’s
position coach from 1989 to
1992, and his head coach during
the 1993 season when Fulmer
replaced Johnny Majors.
“I knew then some stuff
would get done,” James Warren
said of Fulmer’s hiring as AD. “I
knew (Fulmer) would find the
right guy (in a head coach), and
hopefully, it wouldn’t take too
long.
“Through this whole process,
especially over the weeks during
the coaching search, me and Jacob’s mother have been talking
to him, asking him if he wanted
to maybe reopen his commitment or have a backup school
you maybe want to go to.
“He was UT, 100 percent.
I’m super excited about Coach
Fulmer taking over as AD. He’s
going to get us in the right direction, for sure.”
Vol Nation is counting on
Pruitt to get the football program
headed in the right direction. The
Warren family is on board, and
Jacob can’t wait to be part of a
new era of Tennessee football.
“(Pruitt) hasn’t been a head
coach yet, but I don’t think that’s
something to put him down
about,” Jacob says. “I think that’s
just something to be excited for
because he’s new, he’s fresh, and
he’s ready to go.
“Obviously, he’s been with
very successful programs, so he
has a good track record and a
good background. When I talked
to him on the phone, he sounds
like he’s from here.
“He sounds like a good old
East Tennessee boy. I’m excited.
I’m definitely happy with the
hire.”
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.
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Nothing ‘Exotic’ About Titans’ Running Game
TERRY MCCORMICK
Nashville Sports Correspondent

The Tennessee Titans will tell you that
their success is built around the run game.
Don’t buy it. “Exotic smashmouth”
has become a mere shell of its former self.
Under Mike Mularkey, the Titans
proudly proclaimed that everything in
the offense would revolve around the
running game. That strategy worked last
season when the Titans ran the football
effectively with DeMarco Murray leading
the AFC in rushing, Derrick Henry putting in solid work as his backup and the
offensive line earning accolades as one of
the best in the league.
But a year later, the Titans have
stubbornly clung to a supposed “smashmouth” running game that is just not
consistently effective. Even the statistics
attached to the run game are misleading.
The Titans are 13th in the league in
rushing at 115.7 yards per game on the
ground. But delve a little deeper into the
stats and you will find a different story.
Murray has just one 100-yard rushing
game this season, and Henry has the other
two. But even those 100-yard rushing efforts didn’t come the way the Titans would
have preferred, chewing up four, five and
six yards at a time. All three came due to
one 70-plus yard touchdown run that
drastically skewed the numbers.
Murray’s 75-yard TD run gave him 115
yards on 14 carries in a Week 3 win over
Seattle. That means that Murray’s other
13 carries produced a meager 40 yards.
It’s been that kind of season for the
veteran, who has 611 yards on 169 carries,
and aside from that Seahawks game, has

not had more than 66 yards rushing in any
game this year.
Last year Murray averaged 4.4 yards
per rush on his way to 1,287 yards on the
season. This year, he is averaging the same
3.6 yards he did for the Eagles in 2015.
And he has been held to less than
4 yards per carry in 10 of the Titans’ 14
games this year.
But lest you be deluded into thinking
that this is just a Murray problem, and
that more carries for Henry alone is the
answer, consider this: Henry has been
held to less than 4 yards per carry six times
this season, and his only two 100-yard
games came thanks to TD runs of 72 yards
against the Colts and 75 yards against the
Texans, both when the outcome was basically settled and the Titans were running
out the clock.
The same trend goes for the team as
a whole.
Through 14 games, the Titans have
rushed for 1,620 yards on 378 attempts,
or a respectable 4.3 yards per rush. But
with the three long gains factored out,
the Titans have rushed for 1,398 yards on
the other 375 rushing attempts, just 3.7
yards per attempt, and a clearer picture
of why the smashmouth philosophy has
not carried the team this season.
Do the Titans still want to be a power
running team first and foremost? Sure.
But with their playoff life hanging in the
balance, the smart move might be taking a
closer look at what happened Sunday and
putting more stock into Mariota operating
from his comfort zone.
Almost out of desperation on Sunday,
the Titans – forced to dig out of a 16-3 firsthalf hole – finally resorted to Mariota in a
no-huddle offense and it pumped needed

DeMarco Murray led the AFC in rushing last year with 1,287 yards, scoring nine
touchdowns in the process. This year he has 611 yards with two games remaining.
Derrick Henry has 668. They have five touchdowns each.
(AP Photo/John Hefti)
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Capital of Miami, also sought
and were granted an amendment to the payment-in-lieu-oftaxes incentive that removes a
jobs requirement condition and
expands acceptable uses of the
property.
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New Memphis
Promotes Dakin For
‘Launch’ Initiative

Methodist Healthcare has been busy with a wave
of
parking facility at its Methodist University Hospitalconstruction projects this year, like the new tower and
campus.
(Photo courtesy of Methodist Healthcare)

ANDY MEEK

ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis’ health care industry was packed
with activity in 2017, everything from a slew
of
new hires and personnel changes to new facility
openings, major research announcements and
expansions.
And even that doesn’t cover the breadth of
news generated by the industry this year, much
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Properties adds
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of which was reflective of just
the general direction of health
care expanding in the Memphis area.
Take, for example, Campbell Clinic kicking off a $30
million expansion at its Germantown campus. According to CEO George Hernandez, the clinic has

2017

YEAR IN
REVIEW

workers strike ended in April
1968, Cleophus Smith didn’t
feel like the formal city recognition and a minimal pay raise
he and other sanitation workers
had gained was something to be
celebrated.
The nation’s preeminent civil
rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., had been assassinated.
Henry Loeb, the Memphis mayor who refused to recognize the
union until after King’s death,
was still in office, and the city’s
deep racial division was more apparent to white Memphians but
still firmly entrenched.
“After the strike when we
went back to work, things weren’t
too much better,” Smith said
Monday, Dec. 11, as he and a dozen surviving strikers from 1968
gathered in the street where they
once began their daily protest
marches to City Hall.
The occasion was a ceremonial groundbreaking for “I Am
A Man” Plaza at the corner of
Pontotoc Avenue and Hernando
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The use of grade
floors – a
minimum grade
a student can
get – is a different
matter than
the grade-chan
ging investigati
on
that began at Trezevant
High and
is about to expand
to seven other
high schools in
the Shelby County
Schools system,
according to SCS
superintendent
Dorsey
“I think the reasonsHopson.
behind
the grade floors
are really altruistic,” Hopson
said Wednesda
y,
Dec. 13, about
a practice that
also is mentioned
in the report
released this
month that details
grade changing
at Trezevant.
A tab in the
report shows
a n ema il excha
nge bet ween
Trezeva nt pr
incipa l Ronnie
Mackin and SCS
administrators
over complaint
s that teachers
there were told
no student could
get a nine-week
s grade lower
than a 60.
Mackin argued
in the exchange that the
grade floor kept
students from
having
ematical possibility no mathof passing
for the school
year. And that,
he
and other educators
contend, can
lead to disruption
and discipline
problems in a
school.
“The grade floor
is
still
an F.
Typically if the
grade floor is
55
or a 60, 69 is an
F. If you have
a 55
and you don’t
do any work,
you
are still going
to get an F,” Hopson
said. “I think
moving forward
we
have to look at
that and make
it
uniform or not.
We have a board
policy that talks
about how kids
can make up work.
But it’s really
silent on a grade
floor.”
He says the practice
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Grizzlies Losing
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in Downtown Memphis on Tuesday, Dec. 12, effectively clearing
the way for the lengthy redevelopment process to begin.
The new owners, real estate
investment firms Somera Road
Inc. of New York and Tricera

at Holiday
Saturday. Page
6

HIGH 49
LOW 34
Mostly Sunny

HIGH
LOW

The Center Cit y Revenue
Finance Corp. approved a lease
transfer request by the new owners of the Gibson Guitar Factory

the Botanic Garden

MEMPHIS WEATHER

Holdings hires

chief transforma

MEMPHIS WEATHER

PATRICK LANTRIP

plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Public Art
Process
Getting New
Brush
ilynews.co

ster Global
4
DAILY DIGEST: ServiceMa
tion officer. Page

concert weekend

MemphisDailyNews.com

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

bdries@m
open to
abstract or
The more
is, the
public art
ns will New Memphis has promoted
interpretation
the reactio
Frankie Dakin to pilot its new
l leaders,
more varied
Launch: Campus to Career
some politica
hear
be. And for
program. In this week’s
it is they will
the more likely those who see it.Newsmakers Q&A, Dakin
from
complaints
discusses the initiative and
of two nonBut the leaders is worth the
how Memphis can better
public art
attract and retain young talent.
led the
profits say
ersies that
controv
l earlier
recent
PAGE 3
City Counci
Memph is
rily hold up
to tempora
rt
this year
UrbanA
CAREER CORNER
the
of
ng
city refundi
Commission.
ing that should
“It’s someth
lives,” said
of our basic
Karen
be a part
is founder Columnist Angela Copeland
shares the highlights of the
/ChanPaint Memph
on the WKNO d10th
The
annual Glassdoor.com
Golight ly
m “Behin Employees’
Choice Awards.
nel 10 progra
es.”
collecHeadlin
ent in our PAGE 3
is. The
The investm
matters
of West Memph on Cofield)
nce “is what
y,
at the Port
News/Houst
GUERRILLA
tive experie Lauren Kenned
MARKETING
dal facility development. (Daily
for
a new intermo
most,” added
the Urbanreaking for lds around the port
director of
the groundb
executive
acres of greenfie
officials at
ssion.
Old-fashioned
in
Arkansas will open up 2,000
table that
sales calls are
Art Commi
ing to the
is, founded
back in vogue, but before
new facility
brings someth flourish.
Paint Memph
project anMid-South
one mural jumping on
SS
as a whole
s- the trend, read this
2015, does
AL BUSINE
Commiby
the region
rt
column
helps
REGION
Lori
Turner-Wilson.
UrbanA
EMPHASIS:
nually. The
SSEE
this year and
LANTRIP
years old
om
PATRICK
WEST TENNE the region, MemPAGE
projects
6
ailynews.c
sion is 20
for
memphisd
public art
masthan
of
sions
plantrip@
the anchor
to
as
more
commis
a number
Serving
among
res to murals
2017 with
spread out
or coming
area, acthe tone in
– from sculptu
underway
With $11 billion in the Memph is
of
n phis set
either getting
projects
grand opening
firm Cushma
D ON P5
projects
ge
the
sive
300 active
CONTINUE
brokera
PUBLIC ART
. Those include
it’s safe to
data from
Advisors,
to fruition
cording to
ld/Commercial is good.
D ON P6
& Wakefie
CTION CONTINUE
epithe
the region
in
CONSTRU
s
remains
say busines
is proper still
NOTICES
area of the
25
While Memph
ments, each
.............................
new develop
RECORDS
............9 Bid Notices
23
center for
lynews.com
memphisdai
DailyNews
m/Memphis
facebook.co
aily
Twitter @memphisd news
@memdaily
Instagram

901.523.1561

h

t Mid-Sout

throughou

’s holiday

with
returns to Memphis
Page 4
DAILY DIGEST: OneJet
, Kansas City.
routes to Pittsburgh

Gibson Guitar Lease Transferred, Amended4831

–39¢
/ Delivery

emphisda

PAGE 2

PAGE 7

Rack–50¢

BILL DRIES

in DeSoto
Sporting events
youth baseball
County, fromGrove to minor
at Snowden
ll and hockey
league basketba are
Center,
local
at Landers
strongly by
supported
businesses.

REAL ESTATE

244

EMENTS: Graceland
Page 4
EVENTS & ANNOUNC
begins Friday.

Wednesday, December 13, 2017

er
ity Not Ov

E
PIECE BY PIEC

cts
truction proje

ess
Sports, Busin
ers
Tag-Team Partn
y
In DeSoto Count

account.

Subscribe today

901.523.1561

fullment of a
g develop
cy
rejec- pursuin 24-7 satellite emergenthe
an earlier
service,
n, near
denial followed
Health Serent in Arlingto te 40 and
Tennessee
of departm
tion by the
tion of Intersta to have
ment Agency
up in 2018.
S
in late summer
and Develop
of the intersecRoad. It was slated
AL BUSINES
State officials filed by Baptist vices
IS: REGION
Airline
different version
EMPHAS
appeal
a a slightly
April.
will hear an
ANDY MEEK
Corp. over
D ON P7
request in
killed
lynews.com
CONTINUE
Health Care
emphisdai
ion same
in August
HEALTH CARE
Memorial
ameek@m
t at
of its applicat
A 4-4 tie vote
town of
the
August
attemp
in
in
battle
newest
room facilA pitched
Mem- denial
Baptis t ’s
emergency
between major and to build an
suburb. That
ions
Arlington
Memphis
ity in the
care institut
health
back
phis
ARTS
is set to pick
state officials

is
Andrew Harrison
gives him on
what defense end, and playing
the offensivedefense to earn
hard-nosed
the court.
minutes on

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

for accurate
Your source real estate
and unbiasedcan trust.

Sunny

EVENTS & ANNOUNC
EMENTS: Date Night

Wonders is at

Don’t wait a WEEK for the

news you need to succeed.

The Daily News delivers Memphis
business news every business day.

Sunny

19 or go to
.com
Call 901.458.64
dlerReports
www.Chan

Terry McCormick covers the Titans for
TitanInsider.com

DAILY DIGEST: Malco Paradiso opening IMAX
theater with “Star Wars” screening. Page 4

HIGH 57
LOW 37

data you

12, 2017

DAILY DIGEST: University of Memphis football
players receive All-America honors. Page 4

MEMPHIS WEATHER

Buckner

returns as

ing event Wednes

er
Tuesday, Decemb

MEMPH

s player Greg

Page 4
DAILY DIGEST:
assistant coach.

ER
MEMPHIS WEATH
HIGH 46
LOW 30

defense, you don’t know what he’s going to call, and it’s shown over the time
that he’s doing that we’ve moved the ball
pretty well and done it pretty easy. And I
like doing it.”
The Titans have to show more creativity on offense, Matthews adds, and not
just bank on the status quo.
“We’ve just got to have some more creativity, study going in to set up matchups
week to week. We can’t be repetitive and
doing the same thing over and over.
“The guys on the other side get paid,
too. We’ve just got to do a better job of
creating matchups. That’s all it is.”

life into an attack that had been drab for
weeks at a time.
Maybe it was just a one-game aberration, but given the spark it provided – two
touchdown drives – the Titans would be
wise to stay with it if it keeps Mariota
in a comfort zone and keeps the chains
moving.
Receiver Rishard Matthews, never
one afraid to honestly speak his mind, is
championing the change to allow more
from Mariota and less from offensive
coordinator Terry Robiskie.
“I feel more comfortable with Marcus
calling the shots,” Matthews says. “That’s
just what it is right now. Because anything
goes.
“Marcus is back there reading the

www.thememphisnews.com
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Analysis: AutoZone May Be Set Up for Stronger '18

Historical patterns in auto parts sales and anticipation that this winter won’t be as
mild as the past two bode well for AutoZone’s business in 2018. (Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)
ANDY MEEK

quarter. But that was not the case this
year for the company, which has seen its
numbers dented by factors that include a
Analysts who cover the stock of Au- few consecutive mild winters, which don’t
toZone Inc. are split into two sizable put as much strain on cars.
AutoZone shares are down around 11
camps at the moment. Some 44 percent
percent for the year. A Barron’s
think the stock is worth rating a
headline this spring pegged the
“buy,” while more than 50 percompany – which had more than
cent think investors that already
6,000 stores as of mid-November
own shares should hold on to
– as “Not So Immune After All.”
them and do nothing for now.
REVIEW The company’s leadership would,
It’s been that kind of year for
of course, push back against the
the Memphis-based auto parts
retailer, which has always had its believers notion it ever claimed to be resistant to
in the investment community, in part of factors outside of its control, but the fact
because of earnings that have consistently remains.
AutoZone had a less-than-stellar 2017.
grown by a pretty big margin quarter after
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

2017
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Shares got hit in September after the
company posted a weak 1 percent increase
in same-store sales. Company chairman,
president and CEO Bill Rhodes blamed the
results partly on Mother Nature, telling
analysts the shortfall was primarily thanks
to “continuing headwinds resulting from
two consecutive mild winters.”
But it’s not just mild weather that was
the problem. In the weeks leading up to
the fiscal fourth-quarter earnings AutoZone posted in September, the company
said hundreds of its stores felt the effects
of hurricanes that hit the U.S.
AutoZone had to temporarily close
more than 600 stores at some point as a
result of the storms.
An analyst note from Raymond James
earlier this year struck a note of disillusionment.
“While valuation metrics for (AutoZone) remain attractive, most of the
key metrics we use to evaluate retailers
have taken a turn for the worse over the
past two quarters,” the note reads. “We
believe we have been sufficiently patient
with AutoZone, but the poor (fiscal thirdquarter) results can no longer support a
Strong Buy rating.”
To be sure, it’s not just an AutoZone
issue. One reason strong same-store sales
numbers may be harder to come by going
forward is the reality of the competition.
AutoZone, Advanced Auto Parts and
O’Reilly Auto Parts had more than 15,000
stores between them as of mid-year, which
means customers have a growing pie of
options to choose from.
On the positive side, things may be
poised to break AutoZone’s way again

Advertising information:
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The Memphis News addresses the
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in-depth features. The result is a
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soon. Financial industry website Seeking
Alpha crunched some data that suggest
the current winter season will still be
mild, but not as much as the last two,
and that precipitation, including snow,
should be up.
That analysis, based on Farmers’ Almanac forecasts, suggests the southeastern U.S., which includes Tennessee, is in
for a “chilly, wet” winter.
Among other considerations:
• Analysts think 2018 may be better for
the company just based on the historical
patterns. The auto parts industry doesn’t
usually see back-to-back weak years. Why?
Auto parts replacement is often something
that can only be put off temporarily.
• The Amazon factor is still a question
mark. The online retail giant does offer
parts that tend to be priced at a discount
to the industry, but Amazon’s offering
still hasn’t replaced the immediacy of
AutoZone’s brick-and-mortar presence.
• AutoZone has a big growth area in its
commercial program. It has been consistently expanding the number of its stores
that offer parts delivery to businesses
like garages and dealers. That, again, is
another nut Amazon has not cracked in a
big way, for now.
“Thus far, Amazon hasn’t solved its
same-day problem with auto parts,” reads
a Seeking Alpha analysis from September.
“If it does, AutoZone will suffer. Until then,
we are bullish on the name for commercial
reasons. With the expectation of a harsher
winter this year than in past years, we believe there will be an uptick in same store
sales, and will be watching this closely in
the coming quarters.”
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 8, 2018 at 1:30PM local time,
at the south door, Fayette County Courthouse, 16755 Highway 64, Somerville,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Joshua Muston and Cristin
Muston, husband and wife, to Jeanine
B. Saylor, Trustee, as trustee for Magna
Bank on May 22, 2008 at Instrument
No. 08004068; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 58, Fair Meadows of Oakland
Subdivision, Section B, as shown
on plat of record in Plat Book 8,
Page 133 in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
Street Address: 225 Whispering
Meadows Drive, Oakland, Tennessee 38060
Parcel Number: 087H B 001.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Joshua
Muston and Cristin Muston
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 225
Whispering Meadows Drive, Oakland,
Tennessee 38060, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without
limitation, all matters shown on any
applicable recorded plat; any unpaid
taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements, or setback lines that
may be applicable; any statutory right
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any applicable
homeowners’ association dues or assessments; all claims or other matters,
whether of record or not, which may
encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Joshua Muston and
Cristin Muston, husband and wife,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts

received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 13-046454
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13586
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in
the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated May 28, 1999, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded June 17, 1999, in
Book No. 515, at Page 942, and modified on July 18, 2008, Document No.
08005336 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Barbara A. Morton and
Billy Morton, conveying certain property
therein described to Robert A. Saliba as
Trustee for StarMortgage Corporation;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by MidFirst Bank.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by MidFirst Bank, will,
on February 15, 2018 on or about 1:00
PM, at the Fayette County Courthouse,
Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived in
the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Fayette County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot A-6, Phase 3, Cotton Bend
Subdivision, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Book 6, Page 196,
in the Register’s Office of Fayette
County, Tennessee, to which plat
reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property. Being the same property
conveyed to Grantor(s) by deed of
evendate, being recorded simultaneously herewith. Billy Morton joins in
the execution of this instrument for
the sole purpose of relinquishing any
and all marital rights which he might
have in and to the above described
property by virtue of his marriage
to Barbara A. Morton, but will not
be responsible for the repayment of
this obligation.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 40 Cotton Bend
Cove, Rossville, TN 38066-4072
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In ad-

dition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property:
BARBARA A. MORTON
BILLy MORTON
SECRETARy OF HOuSINg AND uRBAN
DEvELOPMENT
SuNTRuST BANk
SOMERvILLE BANk & TRuST
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
326571
DATED December 19, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13589
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 5, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the south front door of the Fayette
County Courthouse, 1 Court Square,
Somerville, TN 38068, pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by Jacquelin M.
Chearis, to William C. Ford, as Trustee
for Conseco Finance Corp. – Alabama,
dated December 8, 1997, of record in
Book D531, Page 820, in the Register’s
Office for Fayette County, Tennessee
(“Deed of Trust”), conducted by Padgett
Law group, having been appointed
Substitute Trustee, all of record in
the Fayette County Register’s Office.
Default in the performance of the covenants, terms, and conditions of said
Deed of Trust has been made; and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Other interested parties: Heirs of Jacquelin M. Chearis
Party entitled to enforce the debt:
u.S. Bank, N.A., as Trustee for Manufactured Housing Contract Senior/
Subordinate Pass-Through Certificate
Trust 2000-2
The hereinafter described real property
located in Fayette County will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: Beginning at an
iron as found in the north margin of
Havenhill Drive, being the SE corner
of Lot # 232 of the Terra Alta Subdivision, thence with the EBL of lot #232
N 7° W 301.03 ft. to an iron as found,
thence N 83° E 171.23 ft. to an iron
as found, being the NW corner of lot
#230 of said subdivision, thence with
the WBL of lot #230 S 7° E 301.03 ft.
to an iron as found in the north margin
of Havenhilll Drive, being the SW corner
of Lot #230, thence with the north
Margin of said drive S 83° W 171.23 ft.
to the beginning and containing 1.183
acres. Together with that certain 2000
80x16 Manufactured Home, I.D. No.
ALBuS29061.
Street Address: The street address of
the property is believed to be Heaven
Hill Road (per Deed of Trust), 80 Heaven
Hill Drive (per Tax Assessor), Somerville, TN 38068, but such address is
not part of the legal description of
the property. In the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 094H A 02000
000094J
Current owner(s) of Property: Heirs of
Jacquelin M. Chearis
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTy IS SOLD WITHOuT ANy
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATINg
TO TITLE, MARkETABILITy OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QuIET ENJOyMENT OR
THE LIkE AND FITNESS FOR A gENERAL

OR PARTICuLAR uSE OR PuRPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
Title to the manufactured home may be
transferred by Bill of Sale or Certificate
of title, as the case may require.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE uSED FOR THAT
PuRPOSE.
Padgett Law group
Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLg#17-005243
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13592
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 12, 2018 at 2:00PM local time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Jerry
Lee Lewis and Beverly J Parkinson,
to FMLS, Inc., Trustee, as trustee for
Regions Bank d/b/a Regions Mortgage
on February 28, 2013 at Instrument
No. 13001516; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Regions Bank, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 81, Section B, The Oaklands
Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in Plat Book 6, Page 125, in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, referenced to which plat
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
This also being the same property conveyed to Jerry Lee Lewis,
an unmarried person, and Beverly J.
Parkinson, an unmarried person, by
Warranty Deed dated 01/31/2013
recorded simultaneously herewith
in the Fayette County, Tennessee
Register’s Office.
Street Address: 395 Oakland Hills Dr,
Oakland, Tennessee 38060
Parcel Number: 086E-B-015.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jerry
Lee Lewis and Beverly J. Parkinson,
both unmarried
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
395 Oakland Hills Dr, Oakland, Tennessee 38060, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;

any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jerry Lee Lewis and
Beverly J Parkinson, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-113996
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13590
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 18, 2018 at 1:00PM local time,
at the south door, Fayette County Courthouse, 16755 Highway 64, Somerville,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by karen L Eppley, to William
H. Lovell, III, Trustee, as trustee for
First Commercial Mortgage Company of
Memphis on February 23, 1996 at Book
429, Page 923; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Continued on Page 32
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Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 63 and the east part of Lot 64,
Phase Iv, Timberlane Subdivision,
Civil District No. 6 as recorded in
Fayette County Register’s Office, Plat
Book 5, Page 70, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the west line
of Walnut Bend Road, said point being 90.88 feet southwardly from the
south line of said Walnut Bend Road;
thence southwardly along said west
line of Walnut Bend Road a distance
of 145.65 feet to a point in Lot 62;
thence westwardly along the line
dividing Lots 62 and 61 from Lots 63
and 64 a distance of 276.50 feet to
a point; thence northwardly parallel
with the line dividing Lots 64 and 63 a
distance of 251.94 feet to a point in
the south line of Walnut Bend Road;
thence eastwardly along said south
line a distance of 183.88 feet to a
point of curvature; thence on a curve
to the right which radius is 100 feet a
distance of 147.53 feet to the point
of beginning.
Street Address: 800 Walnut Bend Rd,
Arlington, Tennessee 38002
Parcel Number: 039 119.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: karen
L. Eppley
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
800 Walnut Bend Rd, Arlington, Tennessee 38002, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Tennessee Bank
National Association.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of karen L Eppley, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the

express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-114164
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13594
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January
22, 2018 on or about 1:00PM local
time, at the Main Entrance of the
Fayette County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, conducted by the
Substitute Trustee as identified and
set forth herein below, pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by WALTER
ASHWORTH AND MONA ASHWORTH,
to ROBERT M. WILSON JR., Trustee,
on November 12, 2004, at Record
Book D760, Page 621 as Instrument
No. 05000542 in the real property
records of Fayette County Register’s
Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana
Trust, not individually but as trustee
for Hilldale Trust
The following real estate located in
Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
Lot 69, FAIROAKS, PHASE 1 Planned
Development, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Book 8, Page 41, in
the Register`s Office, Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Tax ID: 08-080PA-069.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: WALTER
ASHWORTH AND MONA ASHWORTH
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 185
Pinehurst Dr., Oakland, TN 38060, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SuBJECT TO OCCuPANT(S)
RIgHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIgHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOuRN
THE DAy OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAy, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOuT FuRTHER PuBLICATION, uPON ANNOuNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANy TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITy OF THE PuRCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANy REASON, THE
PuRCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLy TO A RETuRN OF THE
PuRCHASE PRICE. THE PuRCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FuRTHER RECOuRSE
AgAINST THE gRANTOR, THE gRANTEE,
OR THE TRuSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: BAC/
MC, BANk OF AMERICA AND TENNESSEE HOuSINg DEvELOPMENT
AgENCy
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE uSED FOR THAT
PuRPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.

If the u.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
u.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 17-000014-347
MACkIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SuBSTITuTE TRuSTEE(S)
Premier Building, Suite 404
5217 maryland Way
BrentWood, tenneSSee 37027
PHone: (615) 238-3630
email: tnSaleS@mWzmlaW.com
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13597
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Madison County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 8, 2018 on or about 1:00PM local
time, at the Main entrance (North Door)
of the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, conducted by the
Substitute Trustee as identified and set
forth herein below, pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by kELvIN MERCER AND
vIvIAN J. MERCER, to HOLMES, RICH,
SIgLER, ATTy, Trustee, on October 26,
2005, at Record Book T1714, Page 908
as Instrument No. 05020734 in the
real property records of Madison County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: u.S. BANk NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRuSTEE FOR
RESIDENTIAL ASSET MORTgAgE PRODuCTS, INC., MORTgAgE ASSET-BACkED
PASS-THROugH CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2005-NC1
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
Map 144 Parcel 55.13
Beginning at an iron rod set in the west
margin of Stone Road, 50 feet wide,
being N 09 degrees 32 minutes 55 seconds W 232.04 feet from and iron rod
found at the northeast corner of Dennis
Thomas, thence a new line through
Leroy Woods (DB. 166, pg.064) S 70
14 minutes 08 seconds W 210.00 feet
to an iron rod set; thence continuing
through woods N 19 45 minutes 58
seconds W 210.00 feet to an iron rod
set; thence continuing through said
Woods N 70 14 minutes 08 seconds
E 210.00 feet to an iron rod set in
the said west margin of Stone Road;
thence with said margin a straight line
call of S 19 45 minutes 58 seconds E
210.00 feet to the point of beginning,
containing 1.01 acre.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 534, page 661, in the
Register`s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Tax ID: 144 055.13
Current Owner(s) of Property: kELvIN
MERCER AND vIvIAN J. MERCER
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
294 Stone Rd, Pinson, TN 38366, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SuBJECT TO OCCuPANT(S)
RIgHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIgHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOuRN
THE DAy OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER DAy,
TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOuT
FuRTHER PuBLICATION, uPON ANNOuNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANy TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBIL-

ITy OF THE PuRCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANy REASON, THE
PuRCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLy TO A RETuRN OF THE
PuRCHASE PRICE. THE PuRCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FuRTHER RECOuRSE
AgAINST THE gRANTOR, THE gRANTEE,
OR THE TRuSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: None
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT
AND ANy INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE uSED FOR THAT PuRPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the u.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee
Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
u.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return of the
purchase price. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM File No. 17-001701-670
MACkIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
Substitute Trustee(s)
Premier Building, Suite 404
5217 maryland Way
BrentWood, tenneSSee 37027
PHone: (615) 238-3630
email: tnSaleS@mWzmlaW.com
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13579
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 3, 2018 at 11:00 am local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Shane Little and
Melissa Little, to Transcontinental Title,
Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Lenders Network uSA, Inc. on December
29, 1998 at Book T1167, Page 185;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEgINNINg at a stake in the northern
margin of Oak Drive, this point being
located at the southwest corner of the
lot conveyed to Betty June Little (now
Clymor) by Quit-Claim Deed from Bruce
Little, dated April 30, 1968, of record
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee in Deed Book 241,
page 622; runs thence in a northern
direction with the western line of Betty
June Little Clymor, 100 feet to a stake
at Clymor’s northwest corner; runs
thence in an easterly direction with
the northern line of Clymor 100 feet to
a stake at Clymor’s northeast corner;
runs thence in a northernly direction
with the western boundary line of W.
A. Hearn, 116 feet to a stake, being
the northeast corner of this parcel of
land, and being a common corner with
W. A. Hearn; runs thence in a southeasterly direction with the southern
boundary line of W. A. Hearn, 250 feet
to a stake; runs thence in a southerly
direction 137 feet to a stake in the
northern margin of Oak Drive; runs
thence in a easternly direction with
the northern margin of Oak Drive, 240
feet to the point of beginning. This is
a part and parcel of the real estate in
which Ethel Sparks Ryals inherited an
undivided interest as one of the heirs

at law of A. J. Sparks, deceased, and
in which she acquired the remaining
interest from the other heirs at law
by deed dated February 22, 1946,
of record in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee in Deed
Book 146, page 149.
BEINg THE SAME PROPERTy CONvEyED TO SHANE LITTLE AND WIFE,
MELISSA LITTLE By WARRANTy DEED
FROM ETHEL SPARkS RyALE DATED
AuguST 11, 1992 AND RECORDED
IN BOOk 521, PAgE 394, IN THE
REgISTER’S OFFICE FOR MADISON
COuNTy, TENNESSEE.
Street Address: 4089 Oak Drive,
Pinson, Tennessee 38366
Parcel Number: 145 023.01
Current Owner(s) of Property: Shane
Little
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
4089 Oak Drive, Pinson, Tennessee
38366, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any
restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any
applicable homeowners’ association
dues or assessments; all claims or other
matters, whether of record or not, which
may encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any
judgment creditor or lien holder with
an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Shane Little and Melissa Little, and those claiming through
him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are waived in accord with the terms of
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
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10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-114010
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13578
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local time, at
the north door, Madison County Courthouse, 100 East Main Street, Jackson,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by keith B Boyd and Andrea
L Boyd, to Susan voss, Trustee, as
trustee for Regions Bank d/b/a Regions
Mortgage on January 11, 2017 at Book T
2038, Page 980; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the performance of the covenants, terms, and
conditions of said Deed of Trust and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Regions Bank, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot One Hundred Seven (107),
Phase I, McClellan Place, a plat to
which appears of record in Plat Book
8 at page 196 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed to
Andrea L. Boyd and husband keith B.
Boyd by deed recorded in Deed Book
664, page 661 on March 17, 2005
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 7 Larkwood Dr, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 032N B 026.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Andrea
L Boyd and keith B Boyd
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
7 Larkwood Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any
restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any
applicable homeowners’ association
dues or assessments; all claims or other
matters, whether of record or not, which
may encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any
judgment creditor or lien holder with
an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of keith B Boyd and Andrea
L Boyd, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are waived in accord with the terms of
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to out-

bid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113887
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13580
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local time, at
the north door, Madison County Courthouse, 100 East Main Street, Jackson,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Tony Burton and Lakisha
Burton, to Sheila Stevenson, Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Platinum Mortgage, Inc. on June 30, 2011
at Book T1907, Page 721, Instrument
No. 11007443; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the performance of the covenants, terms, and
conditions of said Deed of Trust and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot 14 in Section II of Oakland
Subdivision, a revised plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 2,
Page 111, in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee, reference to which plat is hereby made for
a more particular description of said lot
showing its location and the length and
direction of its boundary lines.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to the grantors herein by deed of
record in Deed Book 709, Page 785,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, TN.
Street Address: 647 Russell Rd,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 066F D 013.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Tony
Burton
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
647 Russell Rd, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any
restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any
applicable homeowners’ association
dues or assessments; all claims or other
matters, whether of record or not, which
may encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.

The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any
judgment creditor or lien holder with an
interest subordinate to the said Deed of
Trust or any party claiming by, through, or
under any of the foregoing. Such parties
known to the Substitute Trustee may
include: Bancorpsouth Bank.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Tony Burton and Lakisha
Burton, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are waived in accord with the terms of
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt
collector. This may be an attempt to
collect a debt and any information
obtained may be used for that
purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-108944
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13581
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated September 8, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded September 9, 2008, in
Book No. T1841, at Page 1168, and
modified on March 2, 2016, In Book
No. T2018, At Page 46 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Candace
Smith, conveying certain property therein
described to Jon M. Ahern as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Numerica
Mortgage, LLC, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Branch
Banking & Trust Company.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Branch Banking
& Trust Company, will, on January 23,
2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the

highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
LAND Lying and being in the Third
Civil District of Madison County, Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows, to wit Map 33N
Group C Parcel 52.00. BEGINNING at
a point in the north margin of Harvest
Drive, said point is the southwest corner of Lot No 40, Section III, Garden
Villa Estates, as recorded in Plat Book
6, page 25 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee, thence
South 89 degrees 11 minutes West
with the north margin of Harvest Drive
a distance of 61.5 feet to a point,
thence North 00 degrees 49 minutes
West a distance of 134.05 feet to a
point, thence North 89 degrees 11
minutes East a distance of 61.5 feet
to the northwest corner of Lot No. 40,
thence South 00 degrees 49 minutes
East with the west line of Lot No.
40 a distance of 134.05 feet to the
point of beginning. Being Lot No 39
of the aforesaid planned Subdivision.
This description was written from the
recorded plat.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 31 Harvest Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above- referenced property:
CANDACE SMITH
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
308155
DATED December 6, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13583
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 3, 2018 at 2:00PM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Christine Bartlett
and Neill Bartlett, to Holmes, Rich &
Sigler, Trustee, as trustee for First
Franklin a Division of Nat. City Bank of
IN on May 20, 2005 at Book T1673,
Page 919; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle,
LLP, having been appointed Substitute
or Successor Trustee, all of record in
the Madison County Register’s Office.
Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company,
as Trustee, in trust for registered Holders
of First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust
2005-FFH3, Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2005-FFH3, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEgINNINg at a stake in the east
margin of vega Drive in the northwest
corner of Lot 86 in Section vI, Morford
Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 3, Page 7, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence south 73
degrees 51.1 minutes east 122.25
feet to a stake, the northeast corner
of said Lot 86; thence north 20 degrees 47.3 minutes east 100 feet to
a stake, the southeast corner of Lot

84 of said Subdivision; thence north
73 degrees 46.1 minutes west 125
feet to a stake in the east margin of
vega Drive, the southwest corner of
said Lot 84; runs thence south 19
degrees 12.7 minutes west 100 feet
to the point of beginning, the same
being Lot 85 of Section vI Morford
Subdivision of record aforesaid.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 667, page 762, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 124 vega Dr, Jackson,
Tennessee 38305
Secondary Property Address: Jackson
Parcel Number: 65A B 29.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Neill
Bartlett and Christine M. Bartlett
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 124
vega Dr, Jackson, Tennessee 38305,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy, the
legal description herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any
restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any
applicable homeowners’ association
dues or assessments; all claims or other
matters, whether of record or not, which
may encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any
judgment creditor or lien holder with an
interest subordinate to the said Deed of
Trust or any party claiming by, through,
or under any of the foregoing. Such
parties known to the Substitute Trustee
may include: Department of Labor and
Workforce Development; Commissioner
of Revenue.
The State of Tennessee Department
of Revenue has filed notice(s) of lien
at: Notice of State Tax Lien in favor
of the State of Tennessee recorded
September 25, 2014 in Book L60 page
1781 Madison County Registry. Notice
required by § 67-1-1433(b)(1) of the
Tennessee Code to be given to the
Tennessee Commissioner of Revenue
has been timely given. The sale of the
land described above will be subject
to the right of the State of Tennessee
to redeem the land as provided for in
§ 67-1-1433(c)(1) of the Tennessee
Code.
The State of Tennessee Department
of Labor has filed notice(s) of lien at:
Notice of State Tax Lien in favor of the
State of Tennessee Dept. of Labor
and Workforce Development recorded
March 20, 2015 in book L61, page
928. Madison County Registry. Notice
required by § 50-7-404(i)(2)(B) of the
Tennessee Code to be given to the
Commissioner of Labor has been timely
given. The sale of the land described
above will be subject to the right of the
State of Tennessee to redeem the land
as provided for in § 50-7-404(i)(3) of the
Tennessee Code.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Christine Bartlett and
Neill Bartlett, and those claiming through
him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are waived in accord with the terms of
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
Continued on Page 34
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checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 16-109090
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13584
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 18, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Nakilla Jones and
Brandon Jones, to Arnold M. Weiss,
ESQ., Trustee, as trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A. on April 1, 2009 at
Book T1855, Page 247, Instrument

No. 09004379; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the performance of the covenants, terms, and
conditions of said Deed of Trust and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEINg Lot No. 8, Block v, John H.
Omar Subdivision, as shown on plat
of record in Plat Book 1, page 211,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, to the Register’s
Office of Madison county, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of said
property, said property is known as 23
Omar Circle, Jackson, TN 38301.
Being the same real property conveyed
to Brandon Jones and wife, Nakilla
Jones by deed appearing of record
in Deed Book 696, page 1796 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 23 Omar Cir, Jackson,
Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 066M H 018.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Brandon
Jones and Nakilla Jones
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 23
Omar Cir, Jackson, Tennessee 38301,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy, the
legal description herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any
restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any
applicable homeowners’ association

dues or assessments; all claims or other
matters, whether of record or not, which
may encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any
judgment creditor or lien holder with
an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Nakilla Jones and
Brandon Jones, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are waived in accord with the terms of
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid

Reliable.
Concise.
Unbiased.

towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-106475
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13582
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 20, 2006, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded May 2, 2006,
in Book No. T1755, at Page 504, and
modified on November 18, 2016, In
Book No. T2034, At Page 1273 in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Dianne R. Awatt, conveying certain
property therein described to American
Title Company as Trustee for Aames
Funding Corporation DBA Aames Home
Loan; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by u.S. Bank
National Association, as Trustee for
MASTR Asset Backed Securities Trust
2006-AM2, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-AM2.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor

Trustee, by
u.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for MASTR Asset Backed
Securities Trust 2006-AM2, Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006AM2, will, on February 14, 2018 on or
about 1:00 PM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer
for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated
in Madison County, Tennessee, and
being more particularly described as
follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the Southeast margin of St. James Cove (20
feet at right angles from centerline)
at the Northwest corner of Lot 58,
Section VII, Burlington Park Estates,
as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 219,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with the
Southeast margin of St. James Cove,
North 44 degrees 57 minutes East
a distance of 136 feet to an iron pin
at the Northwest corner of Lot 36;
thence South 0 degrees 03 minutes
East a distance of 158.39 feet to an
iron pin; thence South 18 degrees
29 minutes 44 seconds West a
distance of 27 feet to an iron pin at
the Northeast corner of Lot 58, North
44 degrees 58 minutes 20 seconds
West a distance of 124.02 feet to
the point of beginning. Being Lot
57, Section VII, revised, Burlington
Park Estate, platted as aforesaid, as
surveyed by David Hall Land surveying Company, R.L.S. No. 943, dated
June 13, 1994.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 22 Saint James
Cove, Jackson, TN 38305-7400
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
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public notices
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property:
DIANNE R. AWATT
TENNESSEE HOuSINg DEvELOPMENT
AgENCy
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
214411
DATED December 12, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13588
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, MADISON
COuNTy
WHEREAS, Ernestine Watkins and
Alton Watkins executed a Deed of Trust
to The Mortgage Company, L.L.C.,
Lender and John O. Rhea, Trustee(s),
which was dated January 30, 2002 and
recorded on January 31, 2002 in Book
T1356, Page 191, Madison County, Tennessee Register of Deeds, subsequently
modified by a Loan Modification Agreement recorded June 26, 2014 in Book
T1983, Page 1307 Madison County,
Tennessee Registry of Deeds.
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debt(s)
and obligation(s) thereby secured by
the said Deed of Trust and the current
holder of said Deed of Trust, PNC Bank,
National Association, (the “Holder”),
appointed the undersigned, Brock &
Scott, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee, with
all the rights, powers and privileges of
the original Trustee named in said Deed
of Trust; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as provided in said Deed of Trust by the Holder,
and that as agent for the undersigned,
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute Trustee,
by virtue of the power and authority
vested in it, will on January 18, 2018,
at 10:00AM at the usual and customary
location at the Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, proceed
to sell at public outcry to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the following
described property situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lying and being in Madison
County, Tennessee and more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the south
margin of North Parkway, said stake
being at the northeast corner of Lot
No. 14 of Section I of the Albert
Dotson Subdivision, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 2,
page 112, Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee; runs thence
south 22 degrees 39 minutes east
with the east line of said Lot No. 14,
a distance of 150 feet to a stake at
the southeast corner of said Lot No.
14; runs thence north 66 degrees 31
minutes east 95.91 feet to a stake
at the southwest corner of Lot No.
18 in said subdivision; runs thence
north 26 degrees 02 minutes west
with the west line of said Lot No. 18, a
distance of 150 feet to a stake in the
south margin of North Parkway, said
stake being at the northwest corner
of said Lot No. 18; runs thence in a
southwesterly direction with the south
margin of North Parkway, following a
curve having a radius of 1,472.69
feet, a distance of 87.02 feet to the
point of beginning, being Lot No. 16
in said Section I of the Albert Dotson
Subdivision, platted as aforesaid.
Being the same property conveyed
to the undersigned by deed of record in Deed Book 625, page 518,
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Parcel ID Number: 66F B 029.00
Address/Description: 520 North
Parkway, Jackson, TN 38305.
Current Owner(s): Ernestine Watkins.
Other Interested Party(ies): Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development.
The sale of the property described above

shall be subject to all matters shown
on any recorded plat; any and all liens
against said property for unpaid property taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements or set-back lines that may
be applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created
by a fixture filing; a deed of trust; and
any matter than an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose; and
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place for
the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute
Trustee
c/o Tennessee Foreclosure Department
4360ChambleeDunwoodyRoad,Ste310
Atlanta, gA 30341
PH: 404-789-2661 FX: 404-294-0919
File No.: 15-24892 FC04
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13585
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, MADISON
COuNTy
WHEREAS, Randall g. Reynolds,
and victoria D. Reynolds executed a
Deed of Trust to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for guaranty Trust Company, Lender and
David W. kious, Trustee(s), which was
dated April 20, 2010 and recorded on
April 21, 2010 in Book T1880, Page
944, Madison County, Tennessee
Register of Deeds.
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debt(s) and
obligation(s) thereby secured by the said
Deed of Trust and the current holder of
said Deed of Trust, Tennessee Housing
Development Agency, (the “Holder”),
appointed the undersigned, Brock &
Scott, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee, with
all the rights, powers and privileges of
the original Trustee named in said Deed
of Trust; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as provided in said Deed of Trust by the Holder,
and that as agent for the undersigned,
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute Trustee,
by virtue of the power and authority
vested in it, will on January 18, 2018,
at 10:00AM at the usual and customary
location at the Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, proceed
to sell at public outcry to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the following
described property situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Legal Description Map 43 - Parcel 25.00
BEgINNINg at an iron pin in the West
margin of Henderson Road, said point
being 30 feet from the center of said
road, also being 1246 feet North 5
degrees and 11 minutes East of Troy
Tate’s Southeast corner also being
the Northeast corner of the Moose
Club property; runs thence with the
West margin of Henderson Road
North 5 degrees and 11 minutes
East a distance of 100 feet to an iron
pin; runs thence North 84 degrees
and 49 minutes West a distance of
200 feet to an iron pin; runs thence
South 5 degrees and 11 minutes
West a distance of 100 feet to an iron
pin; runs thence South 84 degrees
and 49 minutes East a distance of
200 feet to the point of beginning.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to the grantor of record in Deed Book
D703 page 1593 in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee.
Parcel ID Number: 043 02500
Address/Description: 379 Henderson
Road, Jackson, TN 38305.
Current Owner(s): Randall G. Reynolds
and wife Victoria D. Reynolds.
Other Interested Party(ies): N/A
The sale of the property described above
shall be subject to all matters shown
on any recorded plat; any and all liens
against said property for unpaid property taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements or set-back lines that may

be applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created
by a fixture filing; a deed of trust; and
any matter than an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose; and
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place for
the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute
Trustee
c/o Tennessee Foreclosure Department
4360ChambleeDunwoodyRoad,Ste310
Atlanta, gA 30341
PH: 404-789-2661 FX: 404-294-0919
File No.: 17-18741 FC01
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13587
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January
22, 2018 on or about 12:00PM local
time, at the Main entrance (North Door)
of the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, conducted by the
Substitute Trustee as identified and set
forth herein below, pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by JERRy D SIkES AND
JuDy M. SIkES, to FIRST AMERICAN
TITLE INSuRANCE COMPANy, Trustee,
on July 23, 2007, at Record Book T
1807, Page 764-778 as Instrument No.
07013152 in the real property records
of Madison County Register’s Office,
Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: Wells Fargo Bank,
National Association as Trustee for
Soundview Home Loan Trust 2007OPT5, Asset-Backed Certificates, Series
2007-OPT5
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
LAND REFERRED TO IN THIS COMMITMENT IS DESCRIBED AS ALL THAT
CERTAIN PROPERTY SITUATED IN
CITY OF JACKSON IN THE COUNTY
OF MADISON, AND STATE OF TN
AND BEING DESCRIBED IN A DEED
DATED 09/30/2003 AND RECORDED
10/01/2003 IN BOOK D645 PAGE
171 AMONG THE LAND RECORDS
OF THE COUNTY AND STATE SET
FORTH ABOVE, AND REFERENCED
AS FOLLOWS:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
MAP 32K, GROUP C, PARCEL 19.00
BEING LOT NUMBER SEVEN HUNDRED
NINETEEN(719), SECTIONN VII-A
WYNDCHASE SUBDIVISION, A PLAT
OF WHICH APPEARS OF RECORD IN
PLAT BOOK 9 AT PAGE 249 IN THE
REGISTER`S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO WINDAL A WALKER AND
WIFE, DONNA WALKER BY WARRANTY
DEED OF RECORD IN DEED BOOK 631
AT PAGE 610 IN THE REGISTER`S
OFFICE OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
PARCEL NO. 32 K C 019.00
Tax ID: 32 k C 019.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: JERRy D
SIkES AND JuDy M. SIkES
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 156
greendale Drive, Jackson, TN 38305,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SuBJECT TO OCCuPANT(S)
RIgHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIgHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOuRN
THE DAy OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER DAy,
TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOuT
FuRTHER PuBLICATION, uPON ANNOuNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANy TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBIL-

ITy OF THE PuRCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANy REASON, THE
PuRCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLy TO A RETuRN OF THE
PuRCHASE PRICE. THE PuRCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FuRTHER RECOuRSE
AgAINST THE gRANTOR, THE gRANTEE,
OR THE TRuSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: ROBERT
PEAT AND ARISHA JOHNSON AND STACEy ADAMS
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT
AND ANy INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE uSED FOR THAT PuRPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the u.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee
Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
u.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return of the
purchase price. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 17-000259-670
MACkIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SuBSTITuTE TRuSTEE(S)
Premier Building, Suite 404
5217 maryland Way
BrentWood, tenneSSee 37027
PHone: (615) 238-3630
email: tnSaleS@mWzmlaW.com
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13595
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 26, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded November 1, 2006, in Book No. T1778, at
Page 1156, and modified on March
29, 2017, In Book No. T2042, At
Page 697 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Richard kilpatrick and
Deneen kilpatrick, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold M.
Weiss as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank
NA, will, on January 18, 2018 on or
about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the center
of the Jackson-Denmark Road, being
52.5 feet west of the northwest
corner of Lot No. 1; thence south
52 degrees 30 minutes west with
said road a distance of 132.5 feet to
a point in center of said road; thence
south 23 degrees 20 minutes east a
distance of 203.14 feet to a point;
thence north 52 degrees 30 minutes
east parallel to the center line of
said road a distance of 157.5 feet
to a point in Mrs. MO. Wheelers
west line: thence north 28 degrees

west with Mrs. Wheelers west line
a distance of 200 feet to the point
of beginning, containing 0.6 acres
more or less.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 256 Old Denmark
Road, Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
RICHARD kILPATRICk
DENEEN kILPATRICk
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 200708
DATED December 18, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13598
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated February 15, 2005, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded February 17, 2005, in
Book No. 1648, at Page 166, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Becky
Aspden and Robert Aspden, conveying certain property therein described
to Robert M. Wilson as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Countrywide
Home Loans, Inc., its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Ditech
Financial LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Ditech Financial
LLC, will, on January 18, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Being Lot 11 of the Colonies at
Raleigh Place Subdivision, Phase
II, more particularly described at
Plat Book 8, page 46, in the Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee
ALSO KNOWN AS: 10 Stone Oak
Cove, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
BECky ASPDEN
ROBERT ASPDEN
BANCORPSOuTH BANk
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
Continued on Page 36
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sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 326056
DATED December 19, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018
Fmn13599

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January
18, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the north door of the Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, TN 38019, pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Amy D. Howard,
a single person, to Monte S. Connell,
Jr., as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic

Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”)
as nominee for American Mortgage
Services, Inc., dated February 2, 2017,
of record in Record Book 1712, Page
336, in the Register’s Office for Tipton
County, Tennessee (“Deed of Trust”),
conducted by Padgett Law group, having been appointed Substitute Trustee,
all of record in the Tipton County Register’s Office. Default in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust has been made;
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt: Franklin American Mortgage Company
The hereinafter described real property
located in Tipton County will be sold to
the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: Beginning at a stake,
the intersection of the south line of
garland Avenue with the west line of
South College Street; thence south
with the west line of South College
Street, 100 feet to a stake, Elizabeth
green`s northeast corner; thence
with her north line west 130 feet to
a stake, W.C. Simonton`s southeast

corner; thence north 100 feet to a
stake, Simonton`s northeast corner
in the south line of garland Avenue;
thence with said garland Avenue east
130 feet to the beginning.
Street Address: The street address
of the property is believed to be 707
South College Street, Covington, TN
38019, but such address is not part of
the legal description of the property. In
the event of any discrepancy, the legal
description herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 041g g 00400
000
Current owner(s) of Property: Amy D.
Howard, a single person
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust

WE’D DO ANYTHING FOR KIDS.
YET 1 IN 6 CHILDREN IN AMERICA
STRUGGLE WITH HUNGER.
Help end childhood hunger at FeedingAmerica.org

upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTy IS SOLD WITHOuT ANy
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATINg
TO TITLE, MARkETABILITy OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QuIET ENJOyMENT OR
THE LIkE AND FITNESS FOR A gENERAL
OR PARTICuLAR uSE OR PuRPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.

Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE uSED FOR THAT
PuRPOSE.
Padgett Law group,
Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLg#17-010204
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13591
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 10, 2005,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded June 30,
2005, in Book No. 1213, at Page 583,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by valerie E. Stout and Paul k Stout,
conveying certain property therein
described to First National Financial
Services as Trustee for Bayrock Mortgage Corporation; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by PROF-2014-S2 Legal Title Trust II,
by u.S. Bank National Association,
as Legal Title Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by PROF-2014-S2 Legal
Title Trust II, by u.S. Bank National
Association, as Legal Title Trustee, will,
on January 17, 2018 on or about 9:00
AM, at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre- approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot No. 5 of Eastern Heights Development, as shown by plat of record
in Plat Book 2, Page 27, Register’s
Office for Tipton County, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby
made for a more complete legal
description.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 100 Vandergrift
Drift, Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
vALERIE E. STOuT
PAuL k STOuT
DELTA ROOFINg, SIDINg, AND SuPPLy
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 231825
DATED December 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 22, 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2017
Fmn13593
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The Weekly Crossword
The 59th annual AutoZone Liberty Bowl, pitting the University of Memphis vs. Iowa State, kicks off Saturday, Dec. 30, at 11:30 a.m. at Liberty
Bowl Memorial Stadium, 335 S. Hollywood St. Visit libertybowl.org for
details.
Bowl Week events include:
• Tuesday, Dec. 26: Team Welcome Party (5 p.m., Bass Pro Shops at the
Pyramid; tickets only available in select packages)
• Wednesday, Dec. 27: FCA/AutoZone Liberty Bowl Breakfast featuring
former New Orleans Saints player Chris Reis (7:15 a.m., Hilton Memphis, $80); professional rodeo (7 p.m., Agricenter ShowPlace Arena,
$10)
• Thursday, Dec. 28: Players & Coaches Dinner (6 p.m., Hilton Memphis,
$40)
• Friday, Dec. 29: Beale Street parade (3 p.m., free); Bash on Beale pep
rally (4:30 p.m., free); President’s Gala featuring The Isley Brothers (7
p.m., The Peabody, $200)
• Saturday, Dec. 30: Pre-game buffet and party (8:30 a.m., Pipkin &
Creative Arts buildings, $40)
Drew and Ellie Holcomb's Neighborly
Christmas, featuring Drew and Ellie
Holcomb and their band The Neighbors, is
Friday, Dec. 22, at 8 p.m. at the Orpheum
Theatre, 203 S. Main St. The concert
features Christmas standards, original
holiday tunes and Holcomb favorites. Buy
tickets at orpheum-memphis.com.
Coyo Yoga Lounge will hold a free Christmas Eve “All is Calm” restorative yoga
class Sunday, Dec. 24, from 3 p.m. to 4:15
p.m. at its Midtown studio, 2130 Young
Ave. The class is suitable for all levels. Sign
up at coyoyoga.com.
Memphis Botanic Garden’s Holiday
Wonders at the Garden hosts “On My
Last Nerve Night” Tuesday, Dec. 26, from
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 750 Cherry
Road. Take a break from over-staying
holiday guests for a couple hours and
visit Holiday Wonders’ three areas:
Snowy Nights, Sculptures Bright and
Trees Alight. Open nightly through Dec.
30 except Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day; advance tickets recommended. Visit
memphisbotanicgarden.com.
Starry Nights at Shelby Farms Park is
open nightly through Tuesday, Dec. 29
(including Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day). Drive through the annual holiday
light display, then stop by Mistletoe Village
to meet Santa, visit the Starry Petting Zoo,
shop local artisans, enjoy live holiday music, and more. Visit shelbyfarmspark.org
for hours, details and tickets.
South Main Trolley Night is Friday, Dec.
29, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the South Main
Historic Arts District. Enjoy art exhibitions,
live music, and shopping as businesses,

galleries, restaurants and shops stay open
late. Visit gosouthmain.com for details.
Zoo Lights at the Memphis Zoo is open
nightly through Dec. 30, except Christmas
Eve, from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the zoo,
2000 Prentiss Place. Zoo Lights features
holiday light displays, a 90-foot LED-lit
Ferris wheel, animal encounters, an iceskating rink, visits with Santa, and more.
Tickets are separate from zoo admission
and cost $7 for members and $9 for nonmembers; additional fees apply to some
activities. Visit memphiszoo.org/zoolights
for details.
Shelby Farms Park holds the Starry 4K
Fun Run/Walk Saturday, Dec. 30, at 6
p.m. starting at the visitor center, 6903
Great View Drive N. The race offers runners and walkers one last chance to see
Starry Nights before it closes for the season. Family-friendly and open to all ages.
Pre-registration is $25; race-day registration is $30. Visit starry4k.racesonline.com
for details.
The Enchanted Forest Festival of Trees
is open daily through Sunday, Dec. 31, except Christmas Day at the Pink Palace Museum, 3050 Central Ave. Experience the
Enchanted Forest, a Memphis holiday tradition full of snowy animated characters, a
model train and gingerbread village; then
tour the Festival of Trees in the mezzanine,
where thousands of lights shine from
trees decorated by professional designers,
individuals and local organizations. Tickets
are separate from museum admission
and cost $6 for adults and $5 for children
and seniors. Visit memphismuseums.org
or call 901-636-2362 for hours and other
details.

Don’t wait a week for the
news you need to succeed.

The Daily News delivers Memphis
business news every business day.

Subscribe today

901.523.1561

ACROSS
1 Like Matchbox
cars
8 Business goal
14 Word puzzle
16 Wolflike
17 Interim period
18 Monticello, for
one
19 Bullfrog in a
Three Dog Night
song
21 One of the
Bobbseys
22 Raise an
objection
25 Advance
26 Nasty
27 Bread maker
28 In ___
(together)
29 Nursery
purchase
30 Kind of year
32 Chemo target
34 Open railroad
vehicle
36 Library
transaction
40 Fix firmly
42 Bad-mouth
43 Clarinet's cousin
45 Scalp misery
47 Border
48 Start the bidding
49 Turkish bread
50 Inflict
punishment
51 Cribbage piece
52 Permission
holder
54 Hooded jacket
56 Desk item
60 Put a new
handle on
61 Cut short
62 Boring tool
63 Unmoved
DOWN
1 Reservoir
creator
2 Winter coat
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3 Victorian, for
35 Museum piece
49 Equate, in a
one
37 Off the mark
way
4 Partnership
38 Aquarium
50 Very small
5 Fall flower
growth
52 Priest of the
6 Recipe
39 Soup vegetable
East
instruction
41 Run the show
53 Campaign tactic
7 Like some
43 Can or letter
55 50 Cent piece?
reminders
follower
57 Type of trader
8 Ask in earnest
44 Dismissal order
58 Polished off
9 2013 Chris
46 Nasty rumor
59 Spectrum color
Hemsworth film
48 Illusional work
10 Withdraw, with
"out"
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
11 Groom-to-be
S O S O
E C L A T
F L A P
12 Engine part
E P I C
N O O N E
R I P E
13 "Bopper" lead-in
N E S T
F U N D R A I S E R
15 Patio material
A N T E L O P E
S W A T
20 Rack up, as
T E E T E R
D E A R E S T
debt
E R R
A C U T E L Y
N O R
22 Tip, as a hat
S C E N E R Y
M E N U
23 Malicious
S M I T H
S E A
L A R G E
24 Elevated ground
T I N Y
V E N I S O N
26 Disrespect
A C T
M E A S L E S
I M P
V E R N A L
R A I M E N T
28 Generous
M O A T
O P E R E T T A
serving
L O T S
S N A P D R A G O N
29 Dial follower
Week
A L L O T
I T E M
P A- 12/31/17
T E
31
Zenith of 12/25/17
L E E R Y
C O D A
A G E D
33 Barely sufficient
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For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:

9
8
1
2
3
4
5
7
6

5
7
6
1
9
8
2
4
3

2
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7
6
9
8
1

6
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4
2
7
3
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4
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National Museum
Would Be Big Bang
For Arts in Memphis

W

hen Hattiloo Theatre
founder Ekundayo
B a n d e l e t ook h i s
well-developed idea
for a National Black
Theater Museum in Overton Park to the
Memphis City Council this month, he
began by saying: “It doesn’t exist anywhere in the world. This didn’t come
from anywhere.”
That simple declaration, after
months of hard work with the prospect of about five years of harder and
more detailed work, shows this idea is
innately Memphis. And the proposal to
put the museum in what is currently the
home of the Memphis Brooks Museum
of Art is the latest in a succession of
big bangs, so to speak, in the world of
Memphis arts.
Overton Square’s second try at a
comeback was as a theater district
instead of having a supermarket as an
anchor. Playhouse on the Square had
already built a new home at the corner
of Union and Cooper.
Bandele moved his theater company from a storefront on Marshall
Avenue in the Edge District to Overton
Square, next to Circuit Playhouse. With
the move, Hattiloo became one of only
four black theater companies to own
its home, which is also a base of operations into all parts of the Memphis
community.
Ballet Memphis moved from Cordova to the heart of Overton Square –
the intersection of Madison and Cooper
with a new building and a continuing
commitment to a revolution in ballet
that makes it relevant to Memphis.

With its centennial behind it, the
Brooks board announced it was looking
to move out of Overton Park. After a few
months, the board decided to pursue
building a new museum on the city’s
riverfront – specifically the west side
of Front Street between Monroe and
Union avenues where a city fire station
and a parking garage currently operate.
It will take Brooks about five years
to make the move. And Bandele estimates it will take about five years for
his national museum plan to unfold
inside the century-old marble box in
Overton Park.
Just as the Brooks decision to head
for the river is a catalyst for riverfront
plans on a much larger scale, starting
with a connection to a revitalized Mud
Island, a National Black Theater Museum in Overton Park is a catalyst for a
larger reconfiguration of the park that
will also see the Memphis College of Art
close in another two years.
Bandele brings to the table more
than a Memphis museum with stateof-the-art technology. He also brings
research and academic pursuit, four national black theater organizations now
in four other cities under the same roof
and connections to the network of black
theater companies across the country.
This isn’t us doing our thing in relative anonymity and the rest of the world
catching up to us. This is the world
coming to Memphis.
The soul of Memphis – the arts and
our gift for self-expression the world
can relate to – is remaking itself. And
it looks a lot like a door opening to the
world.

My Christmas Story
DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

CHRISTMAS TIME.
Every Christmas I tell this story, and in
the telling Christmas comes home.
It was my first time to England and
overseas, and prime time for The Beatles,
The Rolling Stones and Soho.
It was time to discover pubs, and Scottish eggs, bubble & squeak and spotted
dick. Time to discover that bitter, served

warm, is twice as strong as our brew, that
a British pint holds 20 oz. instead of our
16, and all of that explains why your knees
don’t work after three of them.
It was time to learn about language
barriers, say, American vs. English. Ask to
see some pants, as I did at Harrods, and
a prig in a morning suit will show you a
table full of underwear. “Oh, you must
mean trousers,” he sardonically oozed.
It was time to learn about time. Walking by six churches 300 years old to visit
one 900 years old.
Visiting Shakespeare at Stratford and
Henry at Hampton. Standing on stone
steps at Oxford with Dad, and putting
our feet where so many have gone before
that they weren’t so much steps anymore
but troughs, worn down by their witness
to centuries.
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This week in Memphis history:

An ice gorge on the Mississippi River at Memphis in 1872.
(Memphis and Shelby County Room, Memphis Public Library & Information Center)

1929: Memphis Power & Light Co. advertises Christmas gifts in The Daily
News, including Christmas tree lamps at $1.25 for a set of eight; washing machines for $99.50 or $185; waffle irons from $8.45; cigar lights “attachable to
any socket” at $5 each; and curling irons “for maid or matron” at $1.95 and $3.
The Memphis Realtors Association survey of the city estimates Memphis has
a population of 263,000 at the start of what will become known as the Great
Depression. The survey shows an average of 6.4 percent unoccupied white residences and 8.7 percent “colored property” in a city where racial segregation is
the law. “These and other statistics that reveal a remarkably sound condition in
the local real estate market are revealed in the survey just completed.”

1872: An ice gorge breaks loose on the Mississippi River north of Memphis,
crushing boats in the Memphis harbor as it drifts south by the city.
Source: Shelby County Archives
1844: Second Presbyterian Church is organized with 21 members in a warehouse on the bluff directly across from the Gayoso Hotel. The church begins
with Rev. John H. Gray of Vicksburg coming to Memphis to hold evangelistic
services with the goal of organizing a new church. Just a few months later, the
warehouse is not big enough for the congregation and it moves to a rented
building at Front and Beale.
Source: Second Presbyterian Church website

It was Christmas time.
It was the last Christmas all three sons
would share with our parents, although
none of us knew that at the time, and the
last Christmas I would be single, and I
guarantee neither Nora nor I knew that
at the time. Both brothers were living in
greater London, Jim in Kensington and
Frank in Barnes, a town on the Thames
not far from the city.
It was time to come home.
In Barnes, I was introduced to a tiny,
ancient pub not even on a road, accessible only by footpath between houses.
Throwing darts, it was my turn to buy.
After working my way to the crowded bar
and leaning in to order my pints, I heard
someone say, “Danny?”
In a small town outside of London,
in a pub known only to locals, I found
myself standing next to someone I was
in the third grade with at Memphis State
Training School and hadn’t seen since
he’d moved away in the middle of that

school year.
A lifetime ago, across oceans and centuries, my family and I shared a Christmas
I will never forget. Tied to a larger world.
Still tied to each other. Still tied to home.
Whatever your faith, whether you
believe this is a time of anticipation and
arrival, or of reflection or celebration,
or of renewal or recognition – or all of
those – I believe it’s a time to look inside
to places only you can visit, to look at
the paths traveled and at those who’ve
shared the journey then and now, and
to know, truly know, you are not alone.
There, at Christmas time, I can find love.
And peace. And hope.
I’m a Memphian, and I wish for you
and yours all that you wish for yourselves
this Christmas and in the coming year.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Are home prices rising in
your neighborhood?

In 2016 Shelby County
recorded the highest
average home sales
price on record.

Our exclusive Neighborhood Profile Report provides an overview of your subdivision with
home sales activity for the past three years including current, year-to-date figures.
Review changes in home sales values, examine foreclosure activity and monitor recent sales
activity. Your home is your largest investment, be sure you’re protecting it.
Download your report and review sample reports at www.mychandlerreports.com or call
901-528-5273 for more information.
Chandler Reports has been providing premium, unbiased real estate data in Memphis and Shelby County for over 45 years.
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SEMINAR SERIES
NEWSMAKERS: MEMPHIS
SPORTS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25th
3:30 PM @ Memphis Brooks Museum
Wine & cheese reception to follow
#MEMsports

Bluff City is Sports City: From University of Memphis athletics to the NBA’s Grizzlies, from
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl to AutoZone Park, from college football Saturdays in the SEC to
the annual FedEx St. Jude Classic, this town loves to play. And with multiple sports talk radio
shows to keep the buzz at a fever pitch, sports are in just about every Memphis conversation.

Panelist

Panelist

Mark Alnutt

Darrell Smith

Deputy Athletic Director
University of Memphis

Tournament Director
FedEx St. Jude Classic

Panelist

Peter B. Freund
Owner
Memphis Redbirds

Panelist

Jason Wexler
President of Business
Operations
Memphis Grizzlies
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SEATING IS LIMITED – REGISTER ONLINE NOW
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