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PUBLIC ART
SCRUTINY

FHN DEAL GETS A
LITTLE SWEETER

The Memphis City
Council is poised
to become more
involved in public
art decisions and the process of selecting
artists to do them, which some on the council
feel should be limited to local artists. P. 22

First Horizon National
Corp. CEO Bryan
Jordan says the
acquisition of Capital
Bank will save $85
million a year, not $65
million. P. 12
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THE CUTOFF
Memphis cuts off new
sewer connections
outside the city limits as
it seeks to develop more
densely and channel
where future growth
occurs. P. 20

Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland, left, and
public works director Robert Knecht stand at
one of the retention areas at the T.E. Maxson
Wastewater Treatment Facility in southwest
Memphis.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

TIGERS FACE MORE
DIFFICULT ROAD

GIVE 365 CAMPAIGNS
VERY TARGETED

Louisville will test Memphis
before conference play
starts. P. 26

The goal is getting the
most bang for grant award
bucks. P. 7
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Central BBQ to Open
4th Memphis Restaurant

Groundswell of Support

(From left to right) Alberto Garibi, Joann Massey, Bruce Lerner, Robert Knecht, Patrice Robinson and Memphis Mayor Jim
Strickland celebrate the groundbreaking for the partnership between PeroxyChem and the Maynard C. Stiles Wastewater
Treatment Plant. In partnership with the city of Memphis, PeroxyChem’s production will result in reliability of supply
and save the city the cost of shipment, while also creating local jobs with a particular focus on hiring minority-owned
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
subcontractors. 

Central BBQ LLC announced Thursday,
Dec. 14, that it will open its fourth Memphis
area restaurant along the Poplar Avenue
corridor.
The new restaurant at 6201 Poplar Ave.
will occupy space that formerly housed
LYFE Kitchen and is expected to open in
late spring 2018. The site is located between
Poplar and Park avenues just east of Ridgeway Road in the heart of Memphis’ Class A
office market.
“After a metro-area search, we decided
this space on Poplar would allow us to
broaden the reach of Central into East
Memphis and Germantown, while providing an opportunity to institute systems to
expand our presence outside the Memphis
market,” Webb Wilson, president of Central
BBQ LLC, said in a release.
Craig Blondis, co-founder of Central,
said the new location will offer the same
“award-winning barbecue served with a
side of Southern hospitality that Memphians and out-of-towners deserve and
have come to expect.”
Last May, Central BBQ entered into an
agreement with Kemmons Wilson Cos. to
expand its brand and begin opening its first
stores outside the Memphis market.
Central has been in business for 15
years and is a perennial winner of barbecue
contests.
– Daily News staff

“BEST OF MEMPHIS”
GIFT BASKETS FOR SALE
($29.99 & $49.99)
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• Local organic produce
• Grassfed beef and pork
• 10% oﬀ groceries daily 4-7
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New Location in
Crosstown Concourse
1350 Concourse Avenue • 901.453.6880
curbmarket901.com •
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Popular Dessert Shop
Opening Second Location
La Michoacana Ice Cream & Paletas
has announced it will be opening a second
location in Cordova at 830 N. Germantown
Parkway.
The popular dessert shop is currently
building out 3,200 square feet in The
Germantown Shops in Cordova, which is
owned by Loeb Properties Inc.
Aaron Petree, Loeb’s vice president
of brokerage, represented the landlord in
the lease.
La Michoacana currently operates a
location at 4091 Summer Ave. that serves a
variety of handmade ice creams and South
American dishes, including paletas, élote,
Dorilocos, horchata and nachos.
The owners expect the second location
to open in the early part of 2018.
Loeb Properties has two remaining
1,600-square-foot bays available for lease
in The Germantown Shops.
– Patrick Lantrip

Comcast Awards Nonprofits
Grants Totaling $130,000
Five local nonprofit organizations received grants totaling $130,000 Wednesday,
Dec. 13, from the Comcast Foundation at
an event hosted by the local office of the
telecom giant.
Latino Memphis, the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Greater Memphis, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Mid-South, the Urban League
of Memphis and the United Way of the
Mid-South will use the grants to support
technology initiatives designed to expand
digital literacy and address the digital divide for Memphis-area youths.
“At the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Memphis the kids are engaged in new technology initiatives through the My.Future
program that makes learning fun for them,”
said Mandy Powell, vice president of development for the Boys & Girls Clubs.
Susan George, executive director of Big
Brothers Big Sisters of the Mid-South, said
her organization is working every day “to
bridge the gap between the social inequalities and shortfalls that are experienced by
the families and children in our program.”
– Bill Dries

Temp Labor Firm Operator
Guilty of Fraud, Tax Charges
The operator of a Memphis temporary
staffing company is awaiting sentencing
on federal fraud and tax charges after being convicted by a jury Dec. 8 in Memphis
Federal Court.
Mark Stinson and his wife, Jatyon
Stinson, operated a temporary staffing
company that went under different names
as each accumulated employment tax liabilities. The common word in all of the
company names was Connexx.
Mark Stinson was convicted of failing to
pay more than $2.8 million in withholdings
and other employment taxes due to the
Internal Revenue Service, failing to timely
file employment tax returns and filing false
employment tax returns.
The Stinsons also conspired to impede efforts by the IRS to collect on the
employment tax liabilities owned by their
companies.
They made false representations to

the IRS about their control of the staffing
company and their knowledge of their
responsibility to truthfully account for
and pay the employment taxes; placed the
staffing company in the names of nominees
who did not have control over the business operations; and established payment
arrangements intended to impede an IRS
levy placed on their customer payments.
Jayton Stinson pleaded guilty to conspiracy charges in connection with this
case and is scheduled to be sentenced Jan.
31 by U.S. District Judge John T. Fowlkes Jr.
Mark Stinson is scheduled for a March
1 sentencing by Fowlkes and faces a statutory maximum sentence of five years in
prison for each count of conspiracy, theft
of government funds and failing to pay
employment taxes; three years in prison
for each count of filing a false tax return;
and a mandatory two years in prison for
aggravated identity theft.
Mark Stinson also faces a period of supervised release, restitution and monetary
penalties.
– Bill Dries

OneJet Returning
To Memphis Airport
OneJet, an airline that focuses on nonstop routes between small and mediumsized markets, is set to return to Memphis
International Airport with routes to Pittsburgh and Kansas City, Missouri, beginning
March 27.
The weekday flights will be offered
twice daily, and tickets go on sale Jan. 17
at onejet.com.
OneJet, which previously operated at
MEM from June 2015 to April 2016, will use
30-seat ERJ135 aircraft for the flights. The
routes to Pittsburgh International Airport
(PIT) and Kansas City International Airport
(MCI) will feature OneJet Plus service,
offering travelers enhanced amenities,
including expanded legroom; complimentary high-speed Wi-Fi; streaming entertainment; and complimentary beer, wine
and snacks. Travelers also will receive the
same check-in conveniences that standard
OneJet flights provide, including TSA Precheck access for eligible travelers and valet
planeside baggage service.
“The return to Memphis and the introduction of these nonstop routes underscores the continued economic growth of
the city as well as the consistent demand
from some of our largest customers to offer improved connectivity to key regional
destinations,” said OneJet CEO Matthew
Maguire in a statement.

invest in the required resources to grow our
business profitably, we will use lean initiatives and digital capabilities to drive efficiency and process excellence to become
an organization that relentlessly improves
the customer experience and creates more
value for customers and shareholders.”
Prior to joining ServiceMaster, Dastidar
held executive roles in quality management and operational excellence for global
businesses in the industrial, technology
and digital sectors. Most recently, he led
process innovation as part of operational
scale-up at Salesforce, a cloud-based enterprise software firm.
Before that, he served as vice president
of process transformation for HP, where he
led optimization of end-to-end processes
for the print and personal systems business. Dastidar also worked as a director at
online retail giant Amazon, piloting lastmile delivery models that are part of the
company’s Prime Now service.

In a little more than a year, Faropoint
was able to stabilize the property, which
was 100 percent occupied at the time of
closing, by leasing up the remaining vacant
space.
NAI Saig Co. executive vice president
Brian Califf and vice president Elliot Embry
represented Faropoint in the leasing and
disposition of the asset.
Faropoint has been busy in the Memphis market recently. In November, the
company sold Trustmark Centre, 5350
Poplar Ave., for $19.3 million. Fresh off
that sale, it paid a combined $19.3 million
for the Lipscomb & Pitts Building, 2670
Union Ave. Extended, and Poplar Towers,
6263 Poplar Ave.
At the time, Califf said the acquisitions
showed Faropoint’s commitment to the
Memphis market, adding the company was
“actively seeking new office and industrial
deals to purchase by year end and into the
first quarter of next year.”

– Daily News staff

– Patrick Lantrip

Faropoint Sells Asset
Near FedEx Headquarters

Tigers DB Carter Named
All-American Freshman

A 15,400-square-foot retail center
around the corner from FedEx’s World
Headquarters has been purchased by a
California investor for $2.7 million.
Judith Obermeir of San Luis Obispo
bought the center at 3315 Hacks Cross Road
from Israeli investment firm Faropoint
Ventures, which had purchased it in June
2016 for $2.2 million.

For the second year in a row, the
University of Memphis football team has
a player on the USA Today Freshman
All-American team, as defensive back
T.J. Carter was named to the team. Kick
returner Tony Pollard, who was named
a Walter Camp and FWAA first-team AllAmerica honoree earlier this week, was
named a Freshman All-American by USA

EMPHASIS
ISSUES

What’s Coming Up
Contact us for
information on how
to advertise your
business.
901.528.8122

– Daily News staff

ServiceMaster Hires Chief
Transformation Officer
Memphis-based ServiceMaster Global
Holdings Inc. has named a new senior vice
president and chief transformation officer.
Pratip Dastidar will lead company-wide
initiatives to elevate the customer experience, simplify business processes and enhance productivity. He will report directly
to ServiceMaster CEO Nik Varty.
“Bringing Pratip onboard reflects
our continued commitment to make
ServiceMaster a strong process-oriented,
customer-focused organization,” Varty said
in a statement. “While we will continue to
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Today last season.
Carter, the American Athletic Conference Rookie of the Year, started all 12
Memphis games this season. He leads the
team with five interceptions, which is a
Memphis freshman record, ranks second
in the conference and is tied for eighth in
the country. A graduate of Stratford High
School in Nashville, Carter also was named
to the ESPN Freshman All-America team.
Carter, who’s also a second-team allAAC honoree, has nine pass breakups,
two fumble recoveries, including one on
his first collegiate snap, and one forced
fumble. He was named the Nagurski National Defensive Player of the Week after
Memphis’ comeback win at Houston in
October. Memphis trailed 17-0 at the half
and came back to win 42-38, as Carter
forced a fumble and grabbed an interception in the final three minutes of the game
to seal the victory.
– Don Wade

Le Bonheur Honored As
A Top Children’s Hospital
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital has
been named a Top Children’s Hospital
by The Leapfrog Group, an independent
hospital watchdog organization.
The award is a highly competitive honor for American hospitals, and Le Bonheur
is one of only two hospitals in Tennessee to
be named on the 2017 list, with the other
being Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital
at Vanderbilt in Nashville.
To qualify, hospitals must submit a
Leapfrog Hospital Survey, and the selection
of Top Hospitals 2017 is based on surveys
from nearly 1,900 hospitals.
– Andy Meek

Memphis Asks Judge to Rule
On Forrest Statue Removal
A Tennessee city is asking a court to
overrule a commission’s decision that prevents the removal of a Confederate statue
from a public park.
The city of Memphis filed a petition in
Davidson County Chancery Court on Monday. Officials are asking for judicial review
of the Tennessee Historical Commission’s
Oct. 13 denial of a request to remove a
statue of Confederate-era leader Nathan
Bedford Forrest from Health Sciences Park.
Forrest was a slave trader, Confederate general and Ku Klux Klan leader who
became influential in the city’s growth after
the Civil War. Cities have tried to remove
Confederate monuments following the
racially motivated murders of nine people
at a black church in South Carolina and a
violent white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia.
– The Associated Press

Offensive Coordinator At
U of M Going to Texas A&M
Darrell Dickey has resigned from the
University of Memphis to become the offensive coordinator at Texas A&M. Dickey
has spent nine seasons at Memphis, and
spent the last six on Justin Fuente’s and
Mike Norvell’s staffs.
“I’m thankful for all the work that Darrell has put in throughout his years at the
University of Memphis,” Norvell said. “He
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has represented our university in a firstclass manner and we’re excited for him and
Tori with the opportunity to return to his
home state of Texas.”
Dickey served as the offensive coordinator at Memphis from 1986 to 1989. He
returned to Memphis in 2012 in the same
capacity under Fuente, serving as the OC
until 2015. In 2016, Dickey served as the
assistant head coach and coached the running backs. This past January, he returned
to the offensive coordinator post, guiding
a record-setting Tiger offense that ranks
second in points per game (47.7) and fourth
in total offense with 548.2 yards per game.
– Don Wade

Terminix COO
Stepping Down
Marty Wick, the chief operating officer of Terminix, is leaving to pursue
other career opportunities, the division of
Memphis-based ServiceMaster announced
Monday, Dec. 11.
In the interim, the termite and pest control’s field operations will report to Augusto
Titarelli, vice president of Terminix’s north
and international divisions since 2015.
Prior to Terminix, he served in various
leadership roles at Tyco Fire and Security,
including strategy, operations, mergers and
acquisitions, and led multiple international
operations.
– Bill Dries

Memphis Football Players
Receive All-America Honors Chancellor Ends County
Opioid Suit Injunction
Three University of Memphis football
players have picked up various All-America
recognition, including senior wide receiver
Anthony Miller being named a first team
All-America honoree by the Associated
Press, and earning second team honors
from the Football Writers Association of
America.
Sophomore kick returner Tony Pollard
was named a first team honoree by the
FWAA and freshman TJ Carter was named
to ESPN.com’s Freshman All-America
team.
Miller is capping a career that saw
him walk on from Christian Brothers High
School at Memphis without a scholarship
and walk out of the program as the Tigers’
all-time leading receiver with virtually every
receiving record to his credit. A finalist for
the Burlsworth Trophy, Miller already owns
Memphis’ single game, single season and
career marks in three categories: catches,
receiving yards and receiving touchdowns.
With the upcoming AutoZone Liberty
Bowl still to play (Dec. 30, 11:30 a.m., ABC),
Miller ranks second in the NCAA in receiving yards (1,407), receiving yards per game
(117.3) and receiving touchdowns (17). He
also is fifth in the country with 7.7 yards
per game, losing one regular season game
to Hurricane Irma.
His 37 consecutive games with a catch
is the second-longest streak in Memphis
history and ranks eighth in the country
among active streaks. He also was named
a second team All-America honoree by
Sports Illustrated last week and is a twotime all-AAC wide receiver.
Pollard earned first team honors from
the FWAA, his second first-team All-America honor after being named a Walter Camp
All-America honoree last week. Pollard
leads the country in kickoff return yards
(42.4) and kickoff return touchdowns (4).
The two-time defending American Athletic
Conference Special Teams Player of the
Year, Pollard is also one of two players in
the country this season with four kickoff
return touchdowns. In his two-year Memphis career, he now has six kick return
touchdowns.
Carter was honored by ESPN after tying
the Memphis freshman record for interceptions, with five.
A starter in every game during his first
year in Memphis, Carter finished second
in the American Athletic Conference in
interceptions (5), adding nine pass breakups and 61 tackles.
– Don Wade

With a ruling dissolving a temporary
injunction, Shelby County Chancellor
Jim Kyle has ended the part of a dispute
between the Shelby County Commission
and Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell
over opioid litigation that had been in
Chancery Court.
Kyle originally ruled that he would
not grant Luttrell’s call to void the Circuit
Court lawsuit the commission filed on
behalf of the county. The Circuit Court
lawsuit names 24 defendants, including
pharmaceutical companies and distributors of opioids.
Instead of voiding the lawsuit, Kyle gave
the administration to the end of the year to
intervene in the Chancery Court lawsuit.
Luttrell filed the motion to intervene,
and with that, Kyle dissolved the Chancery
Court injunction.
“The county made its decision on
whether or not it would intervene, chose to
intervene, drafted documents to intervene,
and filed those documents with Circuit
Court,” Kyle wrote in the Friday, Dec. 8,
ruling. “It is not for the court to decide
how a court of concurrent jurisdiction
handles the motion to intervene. It is of no
consequence to this court’s ruling that the
motion to intervene was not heard on the
merits and whether or not the motion is
granted or denied in Division 1 of Circuit
Court is irrelevant to this court.”
Attorneys for the commission had
argued before Kyle last month that the
county administration’s effort to void the
Circuit lawsuit belonged in Circuit Court
and not Chancery. Kyle’s ruling effectively
puts the legal part of the controversy all in
Circuit Court.
– Bill Dries

Houston Levee Center
Sells for $2.3 Million
A 16,320-square-foot retail center in
northeast Shelby County has sold for $2.3
million.
Mahmoud Faedah Jaber of Eads bought
the Class B power strip at 2821 Houston Levee Road from Houston Levee Investments
LLC, according to a Dec. 1 warranty deed.
Nanni Pidikiti and Deynath Pidikiti
signed the deed on behalf of the sellers.
In conjunction with the purchase, the
Jabers took out a $1.8 million mortgage
on the property through First Citizens
National Bank.
Built in 2002 and sitting on 1.6 acres

near the intersection of Houston Levee
and U.S. 64, the center’s notable tenants
include T.J. Mulligan’s, Domino’s Pizza and
VaporWize. The Shelby County Assessor’s
2017 appraisal is $1.5 million.
– Patrick Lantrip

U of M Launching Additive
Manufacturing Initiative
The University of Memphis has announced an additive manufacturing initiative to enhance the application of advanced
3-D printing technology in modern manufacturing. The initiative will be supported
by a $2 million investment in equipment
and laboratory infrastructure, robust collaboration with local industry and a team
of faculty researchers.
Part of the nation’s push to revitalize
manufacturing industries, additive manufacturing is among a new generation of
advanced technologies enabling diverse industries to harness unprecedented degrees
of manufacturing precision, efficiency and
flexibility.
Led by the Herff College of Engineering, the interdisciplinary initiative involves
faculty in mechanical and biomedical engineering, physics and materials science, and
chemistry. The U of M’s FedEx Institute of
Technology will lend its support by establishing an additive manufacturing research
cluster to seed novel work in the field.
“Stalwart partners Medtronic and
FedEx are already supporting additive
manufacturing research on our campus,
as are others, including NASA and Naval
Air Systems Command,” U of M president
M. David Rudd said in a statement. “But
the new effort … will take our work to the
next level, positioning the university on the
cutting-edge of this high-growth research
arena and launching new, in-demand
educational opportunities for current and
prospective students.”
The new laboratory is expected to open
in March 2018.
The U of M also plans to develop
coursework, a graduate certificate program
and training programs for industry professionals, helping to address a regional skills
gap in this rapidly emerging area.
Additive manufacturing eliminates
much of the traditional manufacturing
set-up requirements, such as casting molds
or dies, plastic injection or forging tools,
as well as many traditional manufacturing
steps. It allows for the fabrication of highly
complex structures and a high degree of
design freedom, making it well suited for
cost-effective small batch or customized
production of polymer, metal or hybrid
devices.
Most recently, scientists have been
working to extend this technology for use in
biofabrication, or 3-D bioprinting, by combining biological and biologically friendly
materials such as cells, gels or fibers to
replace diseased or injured tissue.
– Daily News staff

Explore Bike Share Seeks
Input for Station Locations
Explore Bike Share, a nonprofit that is
implementing a 600-bicycle bike-share system in Memphis next spring, has launched
an interactive, crowdsourced bike-share
station siting map.
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The site gives Memphians the opportunity to digitally pin and share spots where
they would like to see one or more of the
60 initial bike-share stations that will be
installed in early spring.
Designed in partnership with All World
Project Management, a Memphis-based
customized project management, engineering and information technology firm,
the map allows users to select specific
points on a map, see where others have
pinned to “like,” and share their participation across social media channels.
“This is an opportunity for everyone to
contribute to the building of a transformational transportation and cultural asset,”
said Roshun Austin, Explore Bike Share
board member and executive director of
The Works CDC in South Memphis.
Innovate Memphis, a strategic partner
of Explore Bike Share since its 2015 inception, has hired a bike share community
engagement specialist to support Explore
Bike Share’s community engagement efforts. The position was made possible by
a federal CMAQ (Congestion & Mitigation
Air Quality) match grant.
Aryanna Smith, Innovate Memphis’
bike share community engagement specialist, will work on behalf of Explore Bike
Share to build partnerships with worksites
and neighborhoods to ensure an equitable
and successful rollout of the bike -share
system.
Data from the interactive map and inperson site selection effort will be analyzed
by All World Project Management and

BCycle’s implementation team for final
station locations, which will be unveiled
in February.
The map will accept submissions until
Dec. 31 at explorebikeshare.com.
– Daily News staff

Airport Files $35M Permit
For Maintenance Facility
Memphis International Airport has
filed a $35 million building permit application to construct a 121,700-square-foot
airfield maintenance facility at 4150 Louis
Carruthers Drive.
No contractor was listed for the new
permanent facility, which will house Memphis International’s airfield maintenance
and airport police personnel; bids for the
project are expected to go out next month.
In February, A&B Construction Co. filed
a $381,843 building permit application
with the city-county Office of Construction
Code Enforcement to build a temporary
maintenance facility at 4121 Runway Road.
The Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority board approved A&B’s contract for
the temporary facility in January after the
company’s bid bested offers from three
other companies.
– Patrick Lantrip

Memphis Sells Out Its
Liberty Bowl Allotment
The University of Memphis announced
Friday, Dec. 8, it has sold out of all of its
AutoZone Liberty Bowl tickets. The Tigers

quickly sold out of the original allotment of
8,300 tickets and has now sold the remaining tickets it was able to secure from the
bowl. In total, the University of Memphis
sold more than 15,000 tickets to the game.
Tickets can still be purchased directly
through the AutoZone Liberty Bowl by
calling 901-795-7700 or visiting libertybowl.org.
Nationally ranked Memphis is playing
in the AutoZone Liberty Bowl for the first
time and will face Big 12 foe Iowa State.
Kickoff is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 30, and will be televised to a
national audience on ABC.
– Don Wade

MATA Rolls Out Set of
Service Changes
The Memphis Area Transit Authority
began a series of seven service changes
Sunday, Dec. 10.
The changes include suspending the
Shelby Farms Park service until the spring
and changing the 40 Wolfchase route to
weekdays, with some adjustment of arrival
times for outbound trips.
The 7 Air Park, 77 West Memphis and
11 Frayser Raleigh routes also go to weekdays only. The Air Park route will go from
a frequency of every 60 minutes to every
70 minutes.
The Frayser-Raleigh’s inbound trip departs from Frayser Plaza at 5:20 a.m. instead
of 5:06 a.m., and the outbound trip from the
Hudson Transit Center moves from 5:45

a.m. to 5:57 a.m.
The West Memphis route changes include an adjustment of arrival times.
The 12 Florida route has earlier Saturday inbound and outbound trips with no
more Saturday 5:45 a.m. outbound trip.
The 56 Lamar route has modified weekday trip times.
Go to matatransit.com/mapsandschedules or call the MATA call center
hotline at 901-274-MATA for more.
– Bill Dries

FDA Clears In2Bones’ SeeThrough Bone Plates
Memphis-based medical device maker
In2Bones USA LLC has received U.S. Food
& Drug Administration clearance for an
addition to its CoLink Forefoot Bone
Plating System that will allow surgeons
to view patients’ bones healing through a
see-through hub.
The CoLink system is used to stabilize
bones during the post-surgical healing
process. The new plates combine titanium
and a high-performance polymer called
polyether ether ketone, or PEEK. It is the
sixth In2Bones PEEK-related implant system to receive FDA clearance; others are
expected to be cleared in 2018. In2Bones
USA designs, manufactures and distributes
medical devices to treat disorders and injuries of the upper and lower extremities,
including the hand, wrist, elbow, foot and
ankle.
– Daily News staff

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
Based in the Memphis/Jackson DMA this senior level leadership role will drive the strategy, development and implementation of a national brand restaurant culture and set the standard of
excellence for systems, operations, facilities, quality, hospitality, and financial return. The ideal candidate will have a high degree of professional maturity, entrepreneurial spirit, and executive
level presence. You must have the ability to develop relationships with vendors and other key business partners, but most importantly develop and support strong operational teams.
Key competencies required in this role include: strategic and systemic thinking (establishing short, medium and long term goals for each market based on internal strategic planning),
identify strengths and gaps in franchise ability to execute strategic plan, ability to create new and innovative solutions in response to changes in the industry or market opportunities, people
development, creativity and a results-obsession with strong operational expertise. We are intent on growing an organization that is renowned for having the best quick service operations in
the country. We are looking for an individual with the creativity, drive and passion to help us achieve this vison!
Our generous and competitive compensation package includes:
• Competitive salary
• Additional financial incentives based on results
• Medical and dental insurance
• Life insurance
• 401(k) with company matching
• Paid vacation
• Paid sick days
• Paid holidays
Requirements:
• Bachelor’s Degree in Business, Operations Management, Organizational Effectiveness, or related field
• Minimum 5+ years directly related experience in a for-profit company
• Minimum 5+ years leadership experience managing a team
• Minimum 5+ years experience managing the P&L’s for multiple locations
• Experience at leading the selection of contract negotiation, implementation and ongoing maintenance of vendor relationships
Must demonstrate expertise in building and managing 3rd party relationships to support the development and delivery of operations
Strong project planning and management skills and demonstrated ability to effectively manage business relationships
Experience leading talent development in a diverse organization within the QSR Industry is strongly preferred
We are proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer
Please forward your resume, including salary requirements to: ptkjobs@aol.com
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Changing the economic development
strategy Tennessee cities use isn’t a new
concept. But doing so is easier said than
done when bordered by eight states – more
than another other state in the union.
In recent years there has been a renewed push among local leaders for
recognition by state government that not
only is there a difference in the economic
development needs of rural versus urban
areas – there is a difference from city to city.
Democratic contender for governor
Karl Dean and Republican contenders
Randy Boyd, Bill Lee and Diane Black have
each professed a belief that Memphis and
Shelby County should be treated differently
by the state when it comes to economic
development partnerships. Each has said
so early in their campaigns toward the
August primaries.
Incoming Greater Memphis Chamber
chairman Richard Smith, speaking at the
chamber’s annual luncheon
Wednesday,
Dec. 6, called
for an acceleration of economic development
strategies even
as some bemoan the current paymentin-lieu-of-taxes
(PILOT) incentive program as corporate welfare.
Smith urged Memphis business leaders
among the crowd of 700 at The Peabody
hotel to support only the gubernatorial
candidates who have a specific and betterhoned economic development policy for
Memphis and Shelby County.
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, who also
spoke at the luncheon, said Smith was leading a “a very focused effort.”
“It’s about making certain you have
the right workforce in place,” Haslam said
after the luncheon. “And then the right
incentives. You can say, ‘I wish we didn’t
have to do them,’ but the reality is you can’t
unilaterally disarm. We’re competing with
other states.”
Smith, in particular, defended the use
of PILOTs, the city’s dominant incentive.
Haslam, like Smith, pushed back
against criticism of PILOTs, which always
increase tax collections even though some
of that total is forgiven for a number of
years in exchange for the investment in
Memphis.

Haslam specifically praised the city’s
consideration of PILOTs through the Economic Development Growth Engine and
the Center City Revenue Finance Corp.,
saying the focus is and should be to “make
certain it has the right rate of return for
taxpayers.”
A distinctly different set of state incentives for Memphis – taking into account
its position on the border of two other
states – has been called for in recent years
by city leaders. But Haslam said that has
proven difficult.
“We have a lot of border areas. … It’s
a little hard for us to figure that out,” he
said. “Mississippi does the deal where
they take the income tax they collect from
their employees and they rebate it back to
the company. They are borrowing from
their employees and giving it back to the
companies. Not having an income tax, we
like our straight-forward approach better.”
But PILOTs involve a technical transfer
of ownership of the property receiving

“

You can say, ‘I wish
we didn’t have to do
(incentives),’ but the reality
is you can’t unilaterally
disarm. We’re competing
with other states.”
–Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam

abatements – from the company to the
bodies granting the PILOTs – because state
law forbids waiving property taxes.
In short, it’s a much more complicated
way to do business than in, say, Mississippi.
Haslam thinks the federal tax reform
bill House and Senate conferees are working to reconcile in Washington, D.C., could
help shift the advantage from states with a
state income tax – namely Mississippi – to
states like Tennessee, where a state income
tax is specifically forbidden by the Tennessee Constitution.
“For me, the good thing about the tax
plan is it no longer allows people to deduct
their state and local taxes against their federal
taxes,” Haslam said. “As a low-tax state, that’s
good for us. We can then compete because
these states with higher taxes are going to
say, ‘If I can write off half of my federal taxes
maybe I won’t mind paying them. But if I’m
having to pay the whole bill, maybe I’ll move
to a better state like Tennessee.’”
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NONPROFIT SECTOR

RECONNECTING
MEMPHIS
That’s the Focus of New GiVE 365 Grant Cycle
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Last August, GiVE 365 members toured
the Memphis Oral School for the Deaf. The
Germantown-based nonprofit had received
a $4,100 grant toward its mission of helping
children from birth through age 6.
Emily Browne, a pediatric nurse practitioner, was among those taking the tour.
“I was blown away by the advancements in
technology,” she said.
“Our whole goal is to create a strong spoken language foundation for children who
are deaf and hard of hearing. We don’t do
any sign language,” said Lauren Hays, who
is development director at MOSD. “We start
as soon as a child is diagnosed with hearing
loss and get their hearing device, whether
that be hearing aids or cochlear implants.
We go through rigorous therapy with the
goal all of our children can mainstream into
the kindergarten with their hearing peers. ”
Formed in 2010, GiVE 365 is a dollar-aday philanthropy initiative of the Community Foundation of Greater Memphis. The
Memphis Oral School for the Deaf (MOSD)
preschool received its grant during the last
grant cycle with the theme, “Foundations for
the Future: Programs that help youth meet
their potential.”

“

Even though we serve a small
population, it’s truly a lifechanging impact. What I love
about 365 is there is a very
clear focus and message to
the community with every
grant round. It narrows the
vision.”
–Lauren Hays, MOSD

development director

The theme for the next grant cycle is “Reconnecting Memphis: Programs that bridge
and celebrate our communities.”
The grants will support programs and
projects that bring people together. Emphasis will be placed on increasing appreciation and/or understanding of others’
perspectives and experiences. Grant applications open online on Dec. 18 at www.
give365memphis.org. By Jan. 18, 2018, all
applicants must have submitted a WHEREtoGIVEmidsouth.org profile. The last day to
make an application online is Feb. 1.

(From left) JJ, Vera, Ariana, Victoria, Nathan and Landon at Memphis Oral School for the Deaf, which was the beneficiary of
a $4,100 grant from GiVE 365. 
(Wild at Heart Photography)
GiVE 365 membership
stands at 240 individuals, couples, families and businesses
across 31 different ZIP codes.
In April of 2018 members
will hear the grant pitches
from applicants reaching the
finals. Grant awards will be
announced in May.
In the previous seven
years, GiVE 365 members have
distributed $438,190. GiVE 365
also has grown its endowment
to more than $585,000.
“We get in-bound calls
all the time from organizations trying to figure out how
they can fit into funding opportunities,” said Elizabeth
M. Warren, director of grants
and initiatives at Community
Foundation of Greater Memphis (CFGM). “A lot of new
organizations apply for a 365
grant.”
When they receive one, it
can be a game-changer.
“An organization like Carpenter Art Garden will point
to 365 as the first grant of real
significance they received,”
said Julia McDonald, director
of marketing at CFGM.
Carpenter Art Garden re-

GiVE 365 members, from left,
Elizabeth Warren,
Molly Wexler, Emily Browne, Nathan Tipton and
Julia McDonald
with Landon, left,
and Nathan, right,
at the Memphis
Oral School for
the Deaf.
(Submitted)

ceived a grant for $9,657 in
2013 to work with children
living in Binghampton to promote creative potential and
self-worth.
“It was sort of the cornerstone for building their
fundraising foundation,” McDonald said. The Garden was
awarded the latest $4,100 GiVE
365 grant this year.
Hays says it costs about
$50,000 a year per child to
provide services at MOSD.
Typically, 25 to 30 children
are enrolled at any one time.
Tuition costs are administered
on a sliding scale based on
family household income, but
the MOSD board of directors

decided that families that fell
below a certain income threshold would not be charged any
tuition. Thus, fundraising and
grant writing is an ongoing
process.
“Even though we serve a
small population, it’s truly a
life-changing impact,” Hays
said. “What I love about 365 is
there is a very clear focus and
message to the community
with every grant round. It narrows the vision.”
Although it could be argued that for the coming grant
cycle, it broadens the vision,
too.
“Every year members suggest themes and the entire

membership votes on which
one they’d like to move forward with for the year,” Warren said. “I feel like there was
a strong interest in this theme
because of current events and
the divisiveness we’re seeing right now and wanting to
shine a positive light on our
community.”
Said Hays: “There are so
many nonprofits here that
have worthwhile missions.
This grant has created new relationships in the community.
Memphis is a very generous
community and being part of
365, people learn about the
different organizations.
“Total ripple effect.”
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Hopson ‘Angry and Frustrated’
About Grade-Changing Report
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The use of grade floors – a minimum
grade a student can get – is a different matter than the grade-changing investigation
that began at Trezevant High and is about
to expand to seven other high schools in the
Shelby County Schools system, according
to SCS superintendent Dorsey Hopson.
“I think the reasons behind the grade
floors are really altruistic,” Hopson said
Wednesday, Dec. 13, about a practice that
also is mentioned in the report released
this month that details grade changing at
Trezevant.
A tab in the report shows an email exchange between Trezevant principal Ronnie Mackin and SCS administrators over
complaints that teachers there were told
no student could get a nine-weeks grade
lower than a 60.
Mackin argued in the exchange that
the grade floor kept students from having
no mathematical possibility of passing for
the school year. And that, he and other
educators contend, can lead to disruption
and discipline problems in a school.
“The grade floor is still an F. Typically
if the grade floor is 55 or a 60, 69 is an F. If
you have a 55 and you don’t do any work,
you are still going to get an F,” Hopson said.
“I think moving forward we have to look at
that and make it uniform or not. We have
a board policy that talks about how kids
can make up work. But it’s really silent on
a grade floor.”
He says the practice has been around
for a long time and is used in school districts across the country.
“The biggest concern I have about it
is it’s not consistent,” Hopson said. “But
I don’t think it’s necessarily fair to lump
that in with the quote-unquote cheating.”
The grade-changing scandal is “uncharted territory” in terms of what it means
for students affected by it who are still in the
SCS system, he said. The system is talking
with state education officials about some
remedial steps for those students.
“It just speaks to when people engage in
blatant misconduct that has an impact on
kids then it has wide-ranging effects. We are
trying to figure it out,” Hopson said. “That’s
why I’m so angry. You could theoretically
be a kid who could have graduated from
college and because some adults did selfish and stupid things, there may be kids
right now who are in the workforce who
are wondering what impact this is going

Shelby County
Schools superintendent Dorsey
Hopson, in his
first extensive
comments on the
Trezevant High
grade-changing
scandal report,
says he is angry
at what investigators found and
makes a distinction between that
and the use of
grade floors.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

“

When you have these bad
apples, most importantly
they have a terrible impact
on kids and student
outcomes, and they also
contribute to an erosion
of the public trust in the
district.”
–Dorsey Hopson, SCS superintendent

to have on their lives.”
The school system is looking at others who might have been involved in the
Trezevant transcript changes, starting with
a compilation of rosters of school administrators from 2012 to 2016, a period in which
the school experienced a lot of turnover in
its teacher and administrators.
Outside auditors working with the
school system’s auditors will conduct
a thorough review of grade changes at
seven high schools where the accounting

Your source for accurate and unbiased
real estate data you can trust.
www.ChandlerReports.com

firm Dixon Hughes Goodman found a
percentage of average annual fail-to-pass
transcript grade changes above the district
annual average.
“The investigation is far from over,”
Hopson said. “What we have also found in
this process – obviously the focus was on
what happened at Trezevant. But then the
broader issue is, is there really pervasive,
inappropriate grade changing going on
throughout the district?”
The independent investigation headed
by former U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton raised
that possibility.
The investigators also will be able to
talk to school staff who made the grade
changes.
The seven additional high schools are
Kirby, Raleigh-Egypt, Bolton, Westwood,
White Station, Power Center Academy and
Memphis Virtual School.
Arlington High School also had a percentage higher than the district average
as well but is not a part of Shelby County
Schools.
“I just want to be clear that to the
extent that they find that there were inappropriate grade changes either made by
people or directed by people, then those
people are going to be fired,” Hopson said.
“That’s as clear as I can be. But I also want
to make sure too that people don’t rush to
judgment. What I’ve found in the past few

days is that there are some schools that … if
you fail a grade, come to school on Saturday
and make up the work, then the principal
will adjust the grade. And that’s perfectly
legal. There’s a process for that.”
He also said the grade changes at the
other schools appear at the outset to be
different than the timing and nature of the
grade changes at Trezevant.
“That was absolutely the most egregious thing,” Hopson said, referring to
Trezevant specifically. “I don’t want to
just say, ‘Because there were schools with
abnormally high grade changes, they did
something wrong.’ But if they did, we are
not going to tolerate it.”
Hopson said he is “angry and frustrated” over the results and conclusions in
the report released Dec. 5. He also said he
remains baffled by what the motive could
be for the grade changes at Trezevant because it wasn’t limited to student-athletes,
and while it boosted the school’s graduation rate, there is no financial incentive
for teachers or administrators who have
a higher graduation rate. And he says
Trezevant’s graduation rate remained poor
even with the percentage increase.
“When you have these bad apples, most
importantly they have a terrible impact on
kids and student outcomes, and they also
contribute to an erosion of the public trust
in the district,” he said.
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Grade Floors Explored in SCS
Grade-Tampering Investigation
Mackin’s first responses in October
2016
to inquiries from Tonye Smithbdries@memphisdailynews.com
McBride, the SCS instructional leadership
director of Innovation Zone Schools, are
As Shelby County Schools officials brief.
He initially emailed Smith-McBride
were just beginning to investigate allegations of grade tampering at Trezevant that he “was not aware I was supposed to
High School in September 2016, they be ‘conducting’ an investigation. He also
were also looking into reports that wanted to see the emails or documents.
“Not having the email does not preTrezevant teachers were told in writing
by the vice principal that the school had vent you from investigating what direca “grade floor” – no nine-week grades tions have been given to staff members by
the vice principal,” she wrote, referring to
lower than a 60.
Trezevant vice principal
The grade-floor
Brittany Clark Bratton’s
complaint was made
assertion that there was
“The teacher will assess all
by Keith Williams, exstudent assignments and weigh
a grade-floor policy in
ecutive director of the
the value of grades given for
place at Trezevant.
Memphis-Shelby Counvarious assignments within the
Two days later,
ty Education Associanine-week term in computing
Mackin responded with
tion, weeks after grade
the term grade.”
a one-line email: “We
transcript tampering
have not violated any
allegations were made
SCS policy on nine-week grades
SCS policy on grading.”
by Trezevant principal
Smith-McBride
Ronnie Mackin.
emailed several hours later
Williams said teachers
had told him they were “given an oral quoting that SCS policy on nine-week
edict and written documents” about the grades includes a formula for teachers
to assess average daily work, oral and
grade-floor policy.
The email chain between Mackin written assignments, projects and tests.
The policy reads in part: “The teacher
and SCS officials in October 2016 is part
of a report by independent investiga- will assess all student assignments and
tors of allegations of grade changing by weigh the value of grades given for variTrezevant High School football coach ous assignments within the nine-week
Teli White. The report concluded there term in computing the term grade.”
“I am wondering what policy supports
was “systematic” grade changing over
a five-year period at Trezevant and that the directive expressed in Mrs. Bratton’s
email,” Smith-McBride added.
White was involved.
In a lengthy response two hours later,
Mackin resigned as principal in June
after making more detailed allegations of Mackin said there is “no policy stating
that the common practice of implementgrade tampering.
There have been allegations of grade ing a grade floor of 60 is either in violafloors at other schools since the start of tion or support of Shelby County Schools
the independent investigation led by for- policy 5015.
“In all actuality, we were not asking
mer U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton and school
board members say they continue to look them to ‘change’ student grades because
grades had not been entered and verified
into them.
“We did not say that we are not going when the request to consider the grade
to touch it,” SCS board member Miska floor was communicated,” Mackin wrote.
Clay Bibbs said at the Dec. 5 school board “This issue was being compared to the
meeting, responding to media reports. ‘Trezevant grades debacle’ and these are
not the same issues.”
“We are still talking about it.”
BILL DRIES

He also justified a grade floor of
60, saying it “allows students to still be
successful in the future and does not
cumulatively hold the student in failure
for the duration of the school year. This
is common practice in Shelby County
Schools and does not violate any specific
policy relating to grades,” Mackin wrote,
saying the email “encouraged teachers
to consider” a grade floor of 60 but did
not require it.
Mackin continued: “When a student
receives a grade of 20, there is mathematical impossibility of scoring high enough
to make up the grade in the future,
therefore creating other situations for
the students and teacher, including but
not limited to lack of work completion,
disruptive behavior, lack of investment
in assignments, which can all cause
discipline issues with the student for the
remainder of the school year.”
Smith-McBride replied: “I fully understand your position and the reasoning
behind it.”
She also urged Mackin to talk with
teachers about it to avoid misunderstandings in the future.
One of the recommendations of the
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independent investigators is to make
grading policies uniform across the
school district as well as consistently
enforcing the policy.
“SCS should train teachers and administrators regularly on grading policies,
particularly policies relating to a teacher’s
authority to determine a student’s grade,”
Stanton’s report reads.
SCS board chairwoman Shante Avant
said the report as a whole addresses “a
culture that has really
not supported our administration and our
teachers in the best
way.”
“We can be very
emphatic about what
our roles are and how
we are going to get
SHANTE AVANT
there for our kids,” she
said specifically of the grade-floor issues
raised in the report.
“The board heard very clearly based
on some of the recommendations from
the report that we had, and definitely
from our teachers and administrators,
why it is important for us to have a policy
that supports them.”

Publication of The Daily News
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real estate recap

Outside Investors to Purchase Gibson Factory
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

145 LT. GEORGE W. LEE AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38103
Sale Amount: Undisclosed
Sale Date: Dec. 13, 2017
Buyer: Somera Road Inc., Tricera Capital
Seller: Gibson Brands Inc.
Details: Investment firms in New York
and Miami have purchased the Gibson
Guitar Factory property in Downtown
Memphis and an additional warehouse
Gibson Brands Inc. owns in Nashville.
In what was described as a “complex
transaction,” real estate investment
firms Somera Road Inc. of New York
and Tricera Capital of Miami have
teamed up to buy the iconic Memphis
property, which is situated due west of
the FedExForum and just south of the
Beale Street entertainment district.
The transaction, which is expected
to close on Dec. 13, includes the
150,000-square-foot factory and showroom located at 145 Lt. George W. Lee
Ave. and a 350-space parking lot at 0
Pontotoc Ave. Financial terms of the
sale were not immediately available.
The new owners have indicated that

they are still determining the best use
of the property and have tapped Andy
Cates and Andrew Phillips of Colliers
International for property management
and leasing services.
The Daily News originally broke the
news that Gibson Brands was selling its
guitar factory and adjacent parking lot
across South B.B. King Boulevard from
FedExForum on Oct. 20.
At the time, a representative of the sellers told TDN that while Gibson won’t
be leaving Memphis anytime soon, the
owners felt the current location was too
big for what they need.
The next day, the guitar maker confirmed that it was putting its Downtown Memphis factory on the market
and announced plans to build and
lease a new facility at an undisclosed
location nearby to improve product
quality, increase production capacity
and potentially increase local employment.
At the time, CEO Henry Juszkiewicz
said Gibson Brands was seeking a buyer
that would allow Gibson to continue to
operate in the current location while
the new facility is under construction,
according to the announcement.
Founded in 1894, Gibson produces musical instruments, consumer electron-

Map data ©2017 Google

Gibson
Factory

ics and professional audio equipment.
Along with the Memphis factory, it has
production facilities in Nashville and in
Bozeman, Montana.
The 24,080-square-foot Nashville warehouse, which sits on a half-acre in the
North Gulch district, was also acquired
by Somera Road and Tricera Capital for
$6.83 million, The Tennessean reported
on Nov. 14.
3300 RIDGECREST ROAD EXT.
JACKSON, TN 38305
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Project Cost: $31 million
Application Date: Dec. 5, 2017
Tenant: Toyota Boshoku Tennessee LLC
Expansion Size: 143,000 square feet
New Jobs: 139
Details: Automotive components
manufacturer Toyota Boshoku Tennessee LLC is planning to create 139 new
jobs in West Tennessee by expanding its
operations in Jackson.
With this $31 million expansion, Toyota
Boshoku will add 143,000 square feet to
its current facility in Jackson and will
consolidate welding operations and add
new equipment to its Madison County
location, resulting in 139 new jobs.
“Tennessee is known for its strength in
the automotive sector and it is because
of companies like Toyota Boshoku that
the automotive industry in Tennessee
continues to grow and excel,” Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam said in a release.
Toyota Boshoku America Inc. serves
as the Western Hemisphere arm of its
Kariya, Japan-based parent company
and employs more than 11,000 people
in 18 locations throughout the U.S.,
Canada, Mexico, Brazil and Argentina.
“The support from the city of Jackson
and Madison County has been greatly
appreciated since 2001,” said Toyota
Boshoku Tennessee president Kimihiko
Sumino.
600 JEFFERSON AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38105
Sale Amount: $3.1 million
Sale Date: Dec. 5, 2017
Buyer: Methodist Healthcare Memphis

Hospitals
Seller: Urban Child Institute
Details: Methodist Healthcare Memphis Hospitals has purchased a
69,280-square-foot building in the
Medical District for $3.1 million, according to a Dec. 5 warranty deed.
In the sale, Methodist purchased the
Class B office building from the Urban
Child Institute, a local nonprofit that
moved into a fourth-floor suite in
Crosstown Concourse.
Gary Shorb, UCI’s executive director
who previously served as CEO of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, signed
the deed of sale on behalf of UCI.
Built in 1975 and sitting on 2.3 acres
near the intersection of Jefferson Avenue and Neely Street, the property was
appraised for $5.3 million this year by
the Shelby County Assessor of Property.
1280 W. POPLAR AVE.
COLLIERVILLE, TN 38017
Sale Amount: $6.5 million
Sale Date: Dec. 1, 2017
Buyer: Wright Investments
Seller: Crews Development
Loan Amount: $7.3 million
Loan Date: Dec. 1, 2017
Maturity Date: November 2021
Lender: State Bank and Trust Co.
Details: Wright Investments has
purchased the Hampton Inn at 1280
W. Poplar Ave. in Collierville for $6.5
million, according to a Dec. 1 warranty
deed.
Wright, doing business as HIMC LLC,
bought the property from Memphisbased Crews Development, which was
doing business as SGR LLC.
Jason Crews, acting as chief manager,
signed the deed on behalf of the sellers.
In conjunction with the acquisition,
the new owners took out a $7.3 million
mortgage with State Bank and Trust Co.
that will mature in November 2021.
Located on West Poplar east of Shea
Road, the 44,724-square-foot hotel was
built in 1997 and sits on 3.6 acres.
The Shelby County Assessor of Property most recently appraised it at $4.6
million.
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2017 Another Busy Year For
Memphis Health Care Industry
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis’ health care industry was
packed with activity in 2017, everything
from a slew of new hires and personnel
changes to new facility openings, major
research announcements and expansions.
And even that
doesn’t cover the
breadth of news generated by the industry this year, much of
which was reflective of just the general
direction of health care expanding in the
Memphis area.
Take, for example, Campbell Clinic
kicking off a $30 million expansion at its
Germantown campus. According to CEO
George Hernandez, the clinic has run out
of space at its current 60,000-square-foot
clinic and 12,000-square-foot ambulatory
surgery center on 15 acres near Wolf River
Boulevard and Germantown Road.
The clinic has been planning a
120,000-square-foot addition that it’s
working to complete.
“This is primarily driven by the growth
of orthopedics and, fortunately, the selection of Campbell Clinic for that (care),”
Hernandez said. “We expect that demand
to continue to remain high for decades
to come.”
Elsewhere, the Memphis-based National Foundation for Transplants –
which serves about 3,500 clients a year
and since 1983 has distributed more than
$80 million to pay transplant-related
costs – told The Daily News it wants to become more of a regional entity, one that
does more and has an even higher profile.
That’s one reason the foundation
teamed up with the local Good Shepherd Pharmacy to help bring affordable
medications to transplant patients in
Tennessee.
And then there’s Methodist Healthcare, which has been busy throughout
2017 with a wave of construction projects
like the renovation of its intensive care
unit at Methodist South in Whitehaven.
The system has also been continuing its
ongoing modernization and expansion
project at its flagship hospital in the
Memphis Medical District.
There, a $280 million campus expansion set for completion in 2019 is underway, an effort that includes consolidating outpatient care in a new tower and
constructing a new parking plaza that
provides 700 parking spaces for access
directly into the new tower.
The tower will feature large, private
rooms and will enhance efficiency for
doctors and nurses.
Part of the same system, Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital, hired Dr. Patricia

2017
YEAR IN
REVIEW

Methodist Healthcare has been busy with a wave of construction projects this year, like the $280 million campus expansion
and modernization at its flagship Methodist University Hospital, part of what's been a typically busy year for the health care
industry in Memphis in 2017.
(Methodist Healthcare)
Dubin as its new chief of pediatric pulmonology and sleep medicine at the end of
2016. Her efforts really got going this year,
and they included an interest in expanding the hospital’s programs in those and
similar areas.
At other organizations, meanwhile,
the news was no less high profile. Regional One Health teamed up with a
national nonprofit, the Camden Coalition, to launch a three-year data-driven
project to learn and address why some
patients become “high utilizers” of hospital services.
Memphis in October hosted the 15th
annual Musculoskeletal New Ventures
Conference, an influential confab featuring industry movers and shakers. And
earlier this year, a partnership between
Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp. and
American Esoteric Laboratories resulted
in the launch of a 24-hour automated
microbiology lab.
The major hospital systems this year
also tussled over development of new
emergency room facilities in Arlington.
Baptist and Saint Francis Healthcare
want to build their own ER there, but
their plans were rejected by state officials.
Methodist opposed both of those efforts.
And the whole thing will pick back up
again in 2018, as Baptist and Saint Francis
pursue appeals – and Methodist continues its opposition.
Regarding new openings in 2017, Baptist was behind more than one of them.
The system added new grief centers
in Midtown Memphis and in Jonesboro,
Arkansas. Services provided at the centers

include things like counseling, camps and
workshops.
Baptist also opened the first specialty
pharmacy in its system. Housed at 6025
Walnut Grove Road, in the physician office building adjacent to Baptist Memorial Hospital-Memphis, the pharmacy has
a dedicated pharmacist and technician
who helps patients monitor and manage
medication use and costs.
Over at Crosstown Concourse, meanwhile, Southern College of Optometry
opened a new eye clinic in shared space
with Church Health Eye Care.
2017 was also a year of fresh blood
on a number of fronts, with Methodist
North tapping a new CEO; Michael Ugwueke taking the reins of the Methodist
Healthcare system as CEO; Saint FrancisMemphis hiring a new chief nursing
officer; Rhodes College tapping its first
chair in population health; and former
Saint Francis CEO Dave Archer joining
the faculty at Christian Brothers University’s business school, where he’s focused
on being a full-time professor and on the
school’s health care MBA program.
In other personnel news, the University of Tennessee Health Science Center
tapped a new leader for its Center for
Innovation in Health Equity Research.
The year’s news also included goodbyes,
such as when Dr. Guy Reed – a cardiologist who held leadership roles at UTHSC
and Methodist – left Memphis to serve as
dean of the University of Arizona College
of Medicine-Phoenix.
Institutions in Memphis also laid the
groundwork in 2017 for major research

collaborations and discoveries and future
advancements.
UTHSC formed a partnership with
Birmingham, Alabama-based nonprofit
Southern Research – which has a collection
of scientists and engineers working under
its banner – as part of an effort to help advance research that could lead to new drug
discovery and commercialization.
The partnership links UTHSC’s multicampus network with Southern Research’s drug discovery and development
specialization, which has included developing drugs to fight cancer, diabetes,
Parkinson’s and tuberculosis, among
other diseases.
A St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
scientist also explained to The Daily News
how a team at the hospital has been working on a new approach to fighting the flu,
using an investigational cancer drug that’s
in clinical trials to treat solid tumors.
Speaking of St. Jude, the hospital
tapped one of the top researchers in the
world – Dr. Charalampos “Babis” Kalodimos – to be the new chair of its Department of Structural Biology.
The first class of students began their
studies at St. Jude’s new Graduate School
of Biomedical Sciences, and St. Jude was
ranked as the No. 1 pediatric cancer
hospital in the nation, according to U.S.
News & World Report’s 28th annual “Best
Hospitals” list.
That’s not by any means a comprehensive of industry-related developments
during 2017. But, if nothing else, it suggests the stage is set for an equally busy
year to come.
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First Horizon Foresees Bigger
Savings from Capital Bank Deal
in annual expenses.
The company also has even
ameek@memphisdailynews.com
greater confidence in new revenue
opportunities that will be availThe parent company of First able thanks to the merger, which
Tennessee Bank thinks it will save creates the fourth largest regional
even more money than originally bank in the Southeast.
Among other things, Jordan
thought after its acquisition of
North Carolina-based Capital pointed to as much as $25 million
to $30 million in “incremental
Bank Financial Corp.
Bryan Jordan, chairman and revenue opportunities” as a result
of the deal.
CEO of Memphis-based
“Revenue synergies
First Horizon National
come from areas that
Corp., told attendees at
come from ability to
this month’s 2017 Goldleverage our funding
man Sachs Financial
structure and to creServices Conference in
ate better funding costs
New York that the comthrough our use of the
bination of the two combalance sheet and the
panies will now yield 40
BRYAN JORDAN
expanded deposit marpercent in cost savings,
kets we have,” Jordan
up from a planned 30
explained, adding that
percent target. That increase, Jordan said, is essentially “product synergies” are part of
a move from $65 million in cost that same picture.
Capital Bank, for example, has
savings up to cutting $85 million
ANDY MEEK

a mortgage product that First Horizon had been offering through
an outsourced provider. That
product can now be rolled back
into the First Tennessee franchise.
The $2.2 billion deal that combines the two banks was made official Nov. 30. It gives the resulting
entity about $40 billion in assets,
$32 billion in deposits, $27 billion in loans and 350 branches in
Tennessee, North and South Carolina, Florida, Mississippi, Georgia,
Texas and Virginia.
Now that the deal is done,
with the necessary approvals and
formalities closed, the process of
finishing the actual integration
itself will take through the middle
of 2018.
One thing that deal – the
largest acquisition in First Horizon’s more than 150-year history – hasn’t changed is the broad
strokes in the way Jordan talks
about the company’s strengths.

At the New York investor conference just a few days after closing
the Capital Bank deal, for example,
he presented the bank in the same
“large-local” terms as always.
It may have the No. 1 deposit
share in Tennessee and a $40
billion balance sheet, “but we
approach the market much like a
community banking organization,
with local decision making and
autonomy.”
It’s been a consequential year
for the bank he leads, for sure,
but Jordan also sees upside in the
economy at large heading into the
new year.
“We see the economy continuing to be fairly steady,” he said. “It
looks to us like growth has picked
up a little bit in the back half of
the year.
“We’re optimistic about 2018.
We think there’s been continued
improvement in the regulatory
dialogue. Loan competition is still

very strong.”
The other thing in a strong
position is the Memphis-based
company itself, which plans to
keep the First Tennessee Bank
brand in Tennessee. Branches
outside the Tennessee market
will keep their Capital Bank name.
Two Capital Bank board members have also joined the First
Horizon board.
First Horizon’s share price has
been hovering recently near its
52-week high of $20.84. Among its
most recent results, the company
reported a 7 percent increase in
net income in the third quarter,
from $63.2 million in 2016 to $67.3
million.
“We’re very pleased with the
building out of the business,”
Jordan said. “We think we’ve built
a sustainable and high-value franchise. We’re very optimistic about
the operating environment over
the next several years.”
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NouriTech Gets Green Light From Board,
Prepared to Issue EPC Contract Soon
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

It’s been a little more than a
year since Cargill and Californiabased Calysta announced the two
companies would partner to bring
an old corn mill on Presidents
Island back to life with a brand
new $120 million, state-of-the-art
facility.
The result of that joint venture
was NouriTech, a company created to commercially produce a
new kind of sustainable fish feed
known as FeedKind. And after
spending the past eight months
prepping the site, the fledgling
company has gotten the green
light from its board of directors to
move forward with construction.
“At that board meeting we
received approval to move ahead
with Phase 1 of the project,” said
Doug Sheldon, managing executive and chief operating officer of
NouriTech. “We are looking to
award an EPC (Engineering, Procurement, and Construction)
contract to finalize the detailed
engineering that will be done here
in the next six months. Upon the
conclusion of that work, we will
move into the field and start construction on the project.”
Sheldon said the 37-acre
brownfield site has already been
prepped for construction after
demolishing some of Cargill’s
existing on-site structures.
“If the timing is as we plan it
to be, we will start civil activities
about a year from now, perhaps
sooner,” he said. “In the fall of
2018 we will start some of the
civil preparation for Phase 1 of the
plant. Material will be produced
in the latter part of June of 2020.”
Once fully up and running,
the NouriTech facility will be able
to produce up to 200,000 metric
tons of FeedKind in 20 separate
fermenters the company refers to
as “unit operators.”

“What is envisioned is 20
identical pieces of equipment that
will be put into the facility where
we will actually generate the
product,” Sheldon said. “Phase
1 consists of eight units, Phase 2
would consist of the balance of
the 20, which is 12 units.”
FeedKind, which is a nonanimal source of protein produced
from microbes, is created by mixing gases in a proprietary fermenter where they are consumed by
naturally-occurring microorganisms to form the basis of the protein, which is then separated from
the watery mixture, before being
dried, packaged and shipped.
While gas fermentation technology itself isn’t new, the Presidents Island facility will be the
largest of its kind in the world
created specifically to produce
this new product on a commercial scale.
Sheldon said since the demand for FeedKind is so high,
NouriTech is hoping to immediately segue into Phase 2 as soon
as the first eight units are up and
running.
“The plan right now is to do
it on the back end,” he said. “We
are not anticipating more than a
three-month lag time before we
start construction on the other
12, but we will be up and commissioned for the additional 12
sometime at the later part of 2021
or first part of 2022.”
Even at full capacity, Sheldon
doesn’t believe that the Presidents
Island facility will be able to satiate demand for their product.
“If we were able to put that
(200,000 tons) in the marketplace
tomorrow, it would just be a very
small percentage of the overall
market that exists today,” he said.
“To put it simply, it’s a huge market and the reason we called this
site North America One is that if
this as successful as we believe it
will be, there will be other produc-

Artist’s rendering of the new NouriTech fish feed production facility that will be built on the former
Cargill corn mill site on Presidents Island.
(Submitted)
tion facilities.”
As for where the next production facility would go, Sheldon
said that it is too early to say for
sure, but added that a second

site in Memphis isn’t out of the
question.
“Memphis has many, many
appealing attributes and benefits,
and with the amount of work that

we have done there it would make
sense that if it’s possible, Memphis would certainly be a site I
would suggest to be considered,”
Sheldon said.

TRASHING ONE EGG WASTES
55 GALLONS OF WATER
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the tipping point

Robertson Reignites United Way’s Iconic Brand

LORI SPICER ROBERTSON
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to The Memphis News

“All the women in my family
are natural-born leaders,” Lori
Spicer Robertson says as she leans
forward in her desk chair. “To me,
that was the norm – just what you
did.”
Robertson’s office in the Highland Heights office building of the
United Way of the Mid-South is
warm, the windows bright with
yellow leaves outside. Robertson,
chief communications & engage-

(Ziggy Mack)

ment officer for the United Way, is
describing her circuitous journey
back home to Memphis and how
she came to her current leadership role.
At the United Way, Robertson
is part of a 95-year-old organization committed to building capacity for nonprofits, with focuses in
the areas of education, health and
financial stability. By pooling resources, the United Way can make
a bigger difference – and through a
well-crafted vetting process led by
teams of volunteers, the organization verifies that contributions are
being deployed responsibly.
The White Station High School
graduate remembers that, growing up, she always envisioned
her future in Washington, D.C.
In high school, she was selected
for the prestigious Presidential
Classroom program, which in-

troduced her to the capital city;
she quickly fell in love with “the
energy and the people – young,
hip, progressive.”
Inspired by female role models – her mother, a three-decade
FedEx employee, and an anesthesiologist aunt – Robertson knew
she could tackle a challenge. She
changed her major relatively late
in college at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, from medicine
to business management, after
realizing that a leadership path
was a more natural fit. And after
graduate school in public relations at the University of Florida,
she took a job with the American
Association of Colleges of Nursing
in Washington, D.C., her dream
city, working in communications.
But what she found was not
quite what she had dreamed: “For
a person who is very civically and
community-focused – someone
who wants to get her hands dirty
and be involved – you are very far
removed from access to change
in D.C.”
Robertson moved home in
2007 for what was to be a brief
spell, helping to care for ailing
grandparents.
“I planned to stay for a year,”
she said, “but the Memphis vacuum won me over – and I’ve been
here ever since.”
In Memphis, Robertson found
access to opportunity – and also
the ability to make a measurable
change, directly. She was working
at the Greater Memphis Chamber
– “a great catalyst,” she said, to

new connections in the community, along with the Urban League
of Young Professionals. And she
was serving on seven or more
nonprofit boards in her quest to
“do more and be more.”
But still, what she craved –
what “tugs on my heart,” she
said – was “the volunteer space
– getting my hands dirty. I can do
the policy-making, directive approach, but I’m an action person.”
She set her sights, then, on a
career path that would allow her
to “pull nonprofits together to advance and accelerate community
impact.”
When the United Way job entered her radar screen, Robertson
was attempting to scale back some
of her plethora of commitments
(an event-planning business, a
mentoring program, the nonprofit
boards, plus her full-time job).
Robertson and her husband
– proud residents of Soulsville –
had become parents to two boys,
and “parenthood changed my
perspective.” She had pledged to
herself that she would “sit and be
still – stick and stay.”
Then came the United Way
job offer.
“It’s like the saying, ‘God
laughs at your plans,’” she said,
with a laugh of her own.
Robertson is finishing her first
full year at the United Way.
“Every single thing we’ve done
this year has been new,” she said.
Her team is working on a
refreshed brand, which will roll
out in 2018 as part of the organi-

zation’s 95th anniversary. She has
been instrumental in developing
the platform to promote the new
Driving the Dream initiative,
along with program director Cecelia Johnson-Powell. The initiative
will build an “innovative system
of care to address the effects of
generational poverty and help
people craft – and reach – the life
of their dreams.”
She’s also responsible for
curating experiences like Driving
the Dream Town Hall and a recent evening event called Feast of
Dreams, which she describes as “a
dinner party meets workshop – a
chance to explore local challenges
and out-of-the-box solutions.”
“I’ve seen the struggles of
people who live in poverty,” Robertson said, “but also how blind
others can be – how easy it is to
retreat into our own lives and not
see poverty head on.”
She mentions that Memphis
is the most generous city in the
country – but also among the
poorest.
“Where are the gaps,” she
asked, “and how do we close
them?”
She’s leaning into the opportunity of this moment.
“We want people to know
about Driving the Dream because
we want people to do this work
with us. We can’t do it alone.”
Lori Spicer Robertson is a
graduate of New Memphis’ Fellows program. Learn more at
newmemphis.org.

NONPROFIT SECTOR

Memphis Habitat Unveils New Development, Fundraising Goal
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Memphis has unveiled
plans for its newest housing development: a 32-lot subdivision
called Cedar Heights in South
Memphis’ Castalia Heights
neighborhood. The Wednesday,
Dec. 13, announcement was
part of a larger slate of goals
and events to celebrate the local
chapter’s 35th anniversary.
“In 2018, our goal is to build
at least 20 to 25 (homes) with
the support of the community,”
Memphis Habitat CEO Dwayne
Spencer said. “We also want
to do about 15 revitalization
projects.”

Habitat also hopes to build
20 homes in Nicaragua and
Cambodia through their tithe
program and help 200 senior
citizens through their Aging in
Place home modification and
repair program.
“We have served about 350
families through Aging in Place
over a 2 1/2- to 3-year period,”
Spencer said. “In 2018 alone, our
goal is to serve 200 seniors here
in Shelby County with Aging
in Place modifications to help
them remain in their homes and
not have to move prematurely.”
The Tennessee Housing
Development Agency is offering
a challenge grant if Memphis
Habitat can raise $2.5 million
by June 28.

“We have $500,000 set aside
for the Memphis Habitat to help
fund all of these projects that
are scheduled for next year,"
Kim Brown, chairwoman of the
THDA board of directors, said
at Wednesday's event. "But in
order for Dwayne and his team
to receive this money, we need
your help.
“THDA is confident that the
people of Memphis are up to the
challenge because you are every
bit as proud of Memphis Habitat
as we are.”
The nonprofit's 35th anniversary celebration also is set
to feature two events: an April
11 forum at the National Civil
Rights Museum to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the

Habitat volunteers transport a roof truss across the Bearwater
Creek construction site.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
signing of the Fair Housing Act,
and a “Habitat Family Reunion”
during the summer for the

hundreds of families that have
participated in Habitat’s homebuying and repair programs.
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Hospital Indemnity Coverage on the Rise
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

As a way of offsetting high out-ofpocket medical expenses following a
hospital stay, including ambulance costs,
more employees are adding supplemental
hospital indemnity coverage to their plans
through their employers. With the cost of
the average hospital stay at nearly $20,000
in Tennessee and the average cost per night
topping $4,800, “gap plans” are becoming
more popular ways for people to bridge the
gap on potential expenses.
“The trend has been years in the making,” said Tom Wiffler, UnitedHealthcare
CEO. “Indemnity products have been
around for decades. I think employers are
recognizing that there is real value in providing these kinds of plans.”
Roughly 21 percent of employers with
more than 500 employees now offer hospital indemnity coverage, according to
the Mercer National Survey of EmployerSponsored Health Plans.
“The benefit can be found in just basic
peace of mind that the employee gets from
covering expenses that are associated with
hospital stays that may exceed their own
means to cover,” said Wiffler, who points
out that two-thirds of Americans have less
than $1,000 in the bank. He expects more
employees in Middle America to take on
the additional coverage.
With hospital indemnity coverage,
an employee who has a hospital stay will
receive a lump sum of money, determined
by the plan he or she has, that can be used
however he or she chooses to handle medical bills or other household bills.
Smaller plans can cost as low as $100
to $125 per year.
“So one hospital stay will more than

pay for itself for the premium that you’re
paying,” said Gary Harger, UnitedHealthcare vice president of supplemental health
products. “The beauty of this plan is its
broad appeal. Unlike a critical illness or
accident plan where there might be a more
definitive target demographic, this plan
really applies to any demographic because
it’s about a hospital stay regardless of what
age you are and what reason you are going
in for your hospital stay.”
HRO Partners, an enrollment services
company and human resource/benefits
consulting
firm for large
and small employers, represents a variety
of supplemental insurance
carriers.
“S up p le mental or gap
plans have
been one of
our strongest
trending lines
in terms of requests and offerings,” said
Austin Baker, president of HRO Partners.
“We’ve seen great growth there, and we’ve
seen a lot of value for both employers and
employees.”
HRO gets to hear from employees oneon-one about their coverage and what they
are looking for, and the company works
with employers to design programs to help
meet employee needs.
Baker cites a rural Tennessee school
system with about 300 employees, where
the employer and employees saved a
combined $1.1 million in health insurance premiums in the first year by using
supplemental gap coverage like hospital
indemnity/confinement. In another case,
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a public sector entity with 6,000 employees
saved more than $20 million by making
the supplemental coverage a volunteer
offering.
“It’s an excellent strategy when used
in the right way,” said Baker, who has
also personally benefited from having the
supplemental coverage, due to major medical incidents that required a hospital stay
over the past couple of years.
Research shows that adding ancillary
benefits to a core medical benefits offering
can help improve companies’ bottom lines

“

Sixty percent of Americans
can’t pay a $500 bill. We
need to change that.”
–Austin Baker, president of HRO Partners

by increasing productivity and employee
engagement. According to a report by
LIMRA, a worldwide association of insurance and financial services companies,
ancillary benefits can help attract and
retain employees while improving morale.

Tim Finnell, principal of Group Benefits
LLC, is seeing more employees adopting
the coverage as a payroll deduction.
“We are not seeing employers purchasing supplemental hospital indemnity at a
high rate (just a few),” Finnell said. “However, many are offering it to employees
on a voluntary payroll deduction basis. As
deductibles continue to rise, employees are
purchasing supplemental plans to protect
against the cost of a hospital stay.”
As an example, one indemnity plan
with premiums of $11.75 per month for
a 35-year-old and $16.75 per month for a
55-year-old pays a lump sum of $1,000 per
admission to a hospital.
“If you stay in the hospital, you’re going
to hit your deductible. There’s not many
ways around it,” Baker said. “Sixty percent
of Americans can’t pay a $500 bill. We need
to change that. We need to help people
save and have more of a nest egg, and we
need to help people afford to do that out
of their checks by saving money on their
premiums. These gap programs are just
so affordable.”
UnitedHealthcare’s Hospital Indemnity Protection plans are available to businesses with 51 or more eligible employees
in 45 states and Washington, D.C., and the
company also offers the plans to individuals who buy their own health insurance in
32 states.
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MLK 50

City Moves Toward MLK 50 Events
As Critics Decry 'I Am Memphis' Slogan

“

We shall fear no
evil, mister mayor,
because we got a bigass stick called truth
to confront and slay
the dragon of lies and
the snare of deceit.”

–Al Lewis, Memphis Coalition of
Concerned Citizens member

Some of the surviving city sanitation workers who went on strike in 1968 were part of the groundbreaking for “I Am A Man” Plaza, the plaza that will be part of commemorations of the 50th anniversary of
the historic strike. The plaza is on an open lot south of Clayborn Temple, which was a center of strike
activity and the starting point for daily marches during the strike to City Hall. 
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

When the 1968 sanitation
workers strike ended in April
1968, Cleophus Smith didn’t feel
like the formal city recognition
and a minimal pay raise he and
other sanitation workers had
gained was something to be
celebrated.
The nation’s preeminent civil
rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., had been assassinated.
Henry Loeb, the Memphis mayor
who refused to recognize the
union until after King’s death,
was still in office, and the city’s
deep racial division was more
apparent to white Memphians
but still firmly entrenched.
“After the strike when we
went back to work, things weren’t
too much better,” Smith said
Monday, Dec. 11, as he and a

dozen surviving strikers from
1968 gathered in the street where
they once began their daily protest marches to City Hall.
The occasion was a ceremonial groundbreaking for “I Am
A Man” Plaza at the corner of
Pontotoc Avenue and Hernando
Street, south of Clayborn Temple.
The plaza’s centerpiece will be
the four-word slogan. Some wore
caps Monday with the slogan on
the front.
Smith remembered King’s
last speech at Mason Temple in
which he talked of a “promised
land” and how he might not get
there with the strikers.
“Me, as a young man, I didn’t
understand what he was saying,”
Smith recalled. “But I can truly
stand here today and say we are
getting to the promised land. I am
so glad to be part of this movement from 50 years later that I
never thought I would speak of.”

The plaza is to be completed
in time for the 50th anniversary
of the strike and King’s assassination this coming April.
City-organized events include a reverse march by elected
officials from City Hall to Clayborn Temple.
And the same City Hall that
was the center of Loeb’s resistance to the strike now bears
large banners with the slogan
“I Am Memphis.” That slogan
is also on billboards around the
city.
The adaptation of the protest
slogan has become a rallying
point for critics of the current
administration and its efforts to
mark the anniversary.
Catherine Lewis, of the Memphis Coalition of Concerned
Citizens, calls “I Am Memphis”
– a “mockery to something so
important to people of color here
in Memphis.”
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“We are appalled and repulsed by the city’s usurpation
and spin of the rallying call of the
1968 sanitation workers in their
effort to be recognized as human
beings,” Lewis said at a Nov. 28
rally outside City Hall. “All we
can say is shame on you, city of
Memphis, for attempting to spin
the one thing that was theirs in an
effort to use its power.”
The Memphis Coalition of
Concerned Citizens has called
for “50 days of civil disobedience,
resistance, protest and activism”
starting Feb. 14.
“We shall fear no evil, mister
mayor, because we got a big-ass
stick called truth to confront
and slay the dragon of lies and
the snare of deceit,” Al Lewis,
another member of the coalition,
said. “No, this isn’t 1968 all over
again. It is a succession of years
and times and policies and practices repeating themselves over
and over again.”
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland, the mayor Lewis spoke of,
downplayed the criticism of the
adaptation of “I Am A Man” to “I
Am Memphis.”
“We had a committee including union members who were
part of that committee who came
up with it,” Strickland said. “I’m

not a very creative person so I
trust the group that came up with
it. I do think it is appropriate. I
think it is a very, very small group
of people who are not satisfied.
You can’t satisfy everyone.”
And Strickland said the city’s
observances will not let the 1968
city administration off the hook.
“The wages, the working
conditions of the workers in 1968
were deplorable. My predecessor
50 years ago did not treat these
men with respect, which prompted them to have the signs that say
‘I Am A Man,’” Strickland said.
“And people need to know that.
People need to know that the city
of Memphis did not do right 50
years ago, but we’ve made a lot
of progress since.”
A wave of protests in the last
two years, including the July
2016 protest that shut down the
Hernando DeSoto Bridge, point
to a frustration in present-day
Memphis that organizers of the
“50 days” actions say can’t be
denied.
“The next several months
leading up to MLK 50 are crucial
to shaping the contours of social
justice in Memphis and beyond
for the foreseeable future,” said
Rev. Earle Fisher, who is part of
the Take Them Down 901 organization seeking the immediate
removal of Confederate monuments in city parks.
The group has been critical
of Strickland, in particular, for
the city’s path of court action
and mediation to remove the
monuments.
“The fact is we must pick a
side. King was a prophet. The
mayor is a politician. And when
a politician wants to organize
marches but doesn’t have a substantive policy proposal to cure
the social ills that make marching
necessary, the soul of our city is
in trouble,” Fisher said. “The city
is leaning toward the wrong side
of history.”
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Lease Transfer, Amendments Approved
For Gibson Guitar Factory by CCRFC

The Center City Revenue Finance Corp. approved a lease transfer
and amendments to new owners of the Gibson Guitar Factory
property in Downtown Memphis, giving them more options to
repurpose it. 
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

The Center City Revenue
Finance Corp. approved a lease
transfer request by the new
owners of the Gibson Guitar
Factory in Downtown Memphis
on Tuesday, Dec. 12, effectively
clearing the way for the lengthy
redevelopment process to begin.
The new owners, real estate

investment firms Somera Road
Inc. of New York and Tricera
Capital of Miami, also sought
and were granted an amendment to the payment-in-lieu-oftaxes incentive that removes a
jobs requirement condition and
expands acceptable uses of the
property.
“The underlying lease is
unique among CCRFC PILOT
leases in that it actually contained jobs requirements,” said

Jay Campbell, a representative of
the new investors who was filling
in for attorney James McLaren.
“Most of the PILOT leases from
the CCRFC do not require that.”
Campbell said CCRFC was
comfortable removing the jobs
requirement from a legal perspective because the tenant,
Gibson Brands Inc., is beyond the
abatement portion of the lease.
“The lease is now in the extension period, and between the
PILOT payment and their lease
payments they are effectively
paying what a normal taxpayer
would,” Campbell said. “Since it
will be a little time before Gibson
leaves the property, this gives
them the flexibility they need to
reposition the property.”
The lease, which will expire
in 2023, contained a minimum
requirement of creating 65 jobs
due in part to the atypical nature
of the original deal that included
leasing property from the city.
When board member Sean
Norris asked if the new ownership group plans to seek additional incentives from the CCRFC
when the initial lease expires,

Downtown Memphis Commission president Jennifer Oswalt
said: “We’ve told them we’re
not in the business of just giving another PILOT on the same
property unless it’s some substantial change. They do own the
lot behind the Gibson as well, so
there is some potential for them
to do something larger where
they could apply.”
In the meantime, Oswalt
said the amendments allow the
developers to reimagine the
property within the current PILOT structure.
“They have talked to lots
people who are interested in
doing something that Memphis
locals would enjoy and approve
of,” Oswalt said. “They are looking for input on what Memphis
wants.”
Per the terms of the sale, Gibson has the option to operate out
of their current facility for up two
years, Oswalt said, but added that
the possibility of a more permanent solution still exists.
“I believe it’s not out of the
question that (Gibson) could
remain in a smaller piece of the

building,” she said. “They have
talked about that, but it’s very
unclear at this point.”
By expanding potential uses,
the new owners will now be able
to develop the property for office,
commercial, retail, light industrial and parking uses.
“They may find another light
industrial use and the amendment would allow them to do
that,” Campbell said. “But if they
need to move to a multiuse, commercial/residential facility, they
could do that as well.”
While financial terms of the
transaction have not been made
available, the sale is expected to
close this week.
In other news, Carla Preacher-Ryan stepped down as chair of
the CCRFC due to a scheduling
conflict and will be replaced by
Christina Kurdilla. Walter Person
and Marija Sokolov-Nelson will
remain in their current positions as treasurer and secretary,
respectively.
The CCRFC also ratified the
DMC board’s recommendation
for Oswalt to serve as CCRFC
president.

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Developers of Old
Kroger Site Buy
Property for $8M
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Developers planning to renovate the
old Kroger location at 2130 Exeter Road in
Germantown have bought out the property’s previous owners in a multimilliondollar deal.
Savannah, Georgia-based Wicker Park
Capital Management, doing business
as 2130 Exeter Road Holdings, has acquired
the site from previous owner Robert H.
Schwab for $8.1 million, according to a
warranty deed filed with the Shelby County
Register on Dec. 11.
The site in question has become somewhat of a real estate enigma recently,
largely due to the on-again-off-again
speculation surrounding the future of the
area’s first Trader Joe’s location.

Most recently, the developers filed a
$90,000 building permit application earlier
this month to begin façade work on the
building.
Prior to that filing, 2130 Exeter
Road Holdings’ final site plan was approved
by the Germantown Planning Commission
on Nov. 7.
While no specific tenants were named
on the building permit during the planning commission meeting, Germantown
Economic and Community Development
director Cameron Ross said at that time
the new developers were actively recruiting tenants who will offer a significant
reduction in the number of daily grocery
deliveries received at the store.
“They are looking at tenants who receive a lower delivery volume than Kroger
ever received,” Ross said. “One of our
previous applicants on this provided a

Plans for the renovation of the old Kroger property on Exeter Road in Germantown
continue to move forward, but there's still no word yet on whether Trader Joe's will
be a tenant there. 					
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
transportation study that showed the average grocery store receives approximately 20
deliveries a day for the various things that
have to come into a grocery store. … With
the tenants they are talking to, they are
looking at five or less deliveries.”
The ballad of Trader Joe’s, which initially began in the fall of 2015, hit its first
road bump in June 2016 when a Trader
Joe’s spokesperson announced the store’s
opening would be pushed back from the
third quarter of 2016 to sometime in 2017.
Six months later, prior developers

Centennial American Properties, working
as CAP Germantown LLC, filed a $2.5 million building permit application that called
for interior and exterior renovations to the
former Kroger. Among the changes were
modifications to the front wall “to create a
new look on the front facade” and “interior
modifications (shell only) for Trader Joe’s
and future mercantile tenants.”
A representative with Trader Joe's told
The Daily News at that time the project
would likely be pushed back again, this
time until 2018.
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Shelby County Housing
Market Remains Strong
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

As the year winds to a close, Shelby
County home sales remained strong in November, continuing the nearly uniform rise
in average sales price, volume and overall
units that has been indicative of the local
housing market in 2017.
The average Shelby County home sales
price in November was $170,324, a 4 percent
increase from November 2016, according to
real estate information company Chandler
Reports, chandlerreports.com. The volume
of home sales, meanwhile, reached $252
million, up 4 percent from $240 million a
year ago.
The number of units sold increased an
almost identical amount, with 1,482 sales
recorded for the month compared with
1,421 last November.
Though this time of year is typically
slower, Vinh Le with First National Realty
said this month has the potential to be his
best of the year.
“I’ve already had four closings and I
have three or four more coming up,” Le said.
He added that most of his recent sales
have been new homes, a trend he expects
to continue in 2018.
“(Builders) are starting a lot of construction now, so they will be ready by March or
April to meet the demand for the springtime,” Le said.
Looking ahead to 2018, Le said he does
not anticipate the Federal Reserve’s recent
decision to raise its short-term rate by a
quarter-point will hamper the market next
year.
“It is up, but it’s only barely up,” Le said.
“I think 2018 will be another good year.”
Existing-home sales in November rose
5.7 percent, with 1,393 recorded last month
compared with 1,318 in November 2016.
The average price of existing homes, meanwhile, reached $162,991 in November, up 3
percent from $157,688 a year ago.
Eads’ 38028 ZIP code recorded the highest average price, at $583,267.
Sales of new homes fell 14 percent for
the month, with 89 sales recorded compared with 103 in November 2016. The average price of a new home declined 11 percent
to $285,106 from $321,638 a year ago.
However, on a more positive note, newhome sales within the Memphis city limits
were up 93 percent from last November,
with 27 recorded for the month averaging
$136,444.
And more housing stock will be coming online in South Memphis in the coming months as Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Memphis begins construction on
Cedar Heights, a 32-home subdivision in
Castalia Heights that the nonprofit unveiled
Wednesday, Dec. 14.
Paul Young, director of Housing and
Community Development for the city of
Memphis, was on hand for the announcement and said it is crucial for the city to
support such efforts in order to grow the
city’s housing inventory beyond alreadysuccessful areas like the Poplar corridor.
“If we don’t interject any type of inter-

vention, that is the only way
the market will go,” Young said.
“In many communities, you
can’t build housing that makes
financial sense unless you have
support from federal, local and
state agencies.”
He said efforts like these
that aim to grow the population
in the city core are at the heart
of Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland’s Memphis 3.0 initiative.
“That’s going to help us address many of the challenges we
have around housing, transportation and economic development,” Young said. “All of these
things are interrelated.”
Building permits
Developers pulled 54
new-home permits averaging
$367,652 in October 2017, down
from the 79 averaging $296,744
that were filed last October.
Regency Home Builders
was the top builder in October,
with 13 recorded new-home

sales averaging $304,400 and 11
new-home permits averaging
$236,754.
Arlington/Lakeland’s 38002
ZIP recorded the most newhome permits in October, with
13 averaging $373,392.
FORECLOSURE ACTIVITY
Shelby County residential
foreclosures continued to decline in November, according
to Chandler Reports, with 130
recorded for the month – a 6
percent decrease year over year.
Of those, the average foreclosure amount was $84,358
and the average tax appraisal
value was $103,329.
Cordova North’s 38016 ZIP
code had the highest foreclosure inventory value, $14 million across 92 properties, while
Westwood’s 38109 ZIP code had
the most homes in foreclosure
inventory through November,
with 148 properties valued at
$6 million.

Home sales, volume and prices kept rising in November compared to 2016, according to Chandler Reports.  (Daily News File/Alan Howell)
Among lenders, Fannie Mae
had the highest foreclosure inventory, with 136 homes valued
at $15 million.
Bank sales – or foreclosure
sales – represented 7 percent of
all Shelby County homes sold in
November. The 100 bank sales
recorded last month marked a

29 percent decrease year over
year. The volume of bank sales
dropped 10 percent to $9.9
million.
Non-bank sales, meanwhile, increased 8 percent to
1,382 last month, with the volume of non-bank sales increasing 5 percent to $242 million.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Mortgage Market Up 3 Percent in Nov.
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

With most of the final quarter of the
year now in the books, area bankers continue to sound a pretty consistent theme:
that 2017 has proven to be a busy year as
far as mortgage activity goes.
Those executives include Orion
Federal Credit Union CEO Daniel Weickenand, for example, who said his institution expects its mortgage business
– which was strong in 2017 – to be just
as active “and possibly better” in 2018.
And the latest monthly mortgage figures
from real estate information company
Chandler Reports, chandlerreports.com,
help show why that’s the case.
Year-over-year monthly gains for
Shelby County’s mortgage market has
been a pattern for most of this year, a
trend that held true through November. The market saw a 3 percent gain in
purchase mortgage volume during the
month, rising to a little more than $174
million compared with $168.9 million in
November 2016.
Over that same period, lenders did
make fewer individual mortgages – 921
last month, compared with 933 in November 2016 – but the average amount
of those mortgages got bigger.
The average mortgage last month
was $188,986, up 4.4 percent from
$181,091 in November 2016.
Those same patterns are also present

TOP NOVEMBER
LENDERS BY PURCHASE
MORTGAGE VOLUME
COMMUNITY MORTGAGE
November 2017: $12.3 million
November 2016: $12.3 million

PINNACLE BANK
November 2017: $10.6 million
November 2016: $11.1 million

PATRIOT BANK
November 2017: $9.7 million
November 2016: $6.4 million
Source: Chandler Reports, chandlerreports.com

when comparing October and November of this year. The number of mortgages slipped from 928 in October to 921 last
month, but the average mortgage dollar
amount and the total volume both rose.
November saw an improvement over
both October’s $181,388 average dollar
amount and the $168.3 million in total
volume for the month.
Evolve Bank and Trust president and
CEO Scott Stafford said rising interest
rates tapped the brakes on his institution’s mortgage volume by about 20
percent. But Evolve has been mitigating
that through mortgage office expansion
and adding new loan officers.
“Purchase money transactions have
been robust, and we feel this sector of
our business will continue to be strong
through 2018,” Stafford said. “Overall,

volumes continue to be reasonably
strong, and demand has been constant.
We look forward to another good year
in 2018.”
In addition to considering where
things stand on a monthly basis, looking back at the entirety of 2017 to this
point shows an even bigger percentage
improvement in the mortgage market.
Year-to-date volume through Nov. 30
was a little more than $1.9 billion, up
from a little more than $1.75 billion during the same period in 2016.
The number of mortgages and the
average dollar amount of those mortgages also showed solid improvement
over that same timespan. Lenders made
10,533 mortgages through Nov. 30, compared with 9,725 over the same period in
2016, and the average mortgage amount
year-to-date is also up, to $182,147
compared with $180,229 at the same
point in 2016.
“Although inventory in the Memphis
area remained relatively low, favorable
interest rates allowed for continued
momentum within our mortgage division,” Financial Federal Bank loan officer
Taylor Maury said about the November
activity. “We expect these positive market conditions to continue into 2018 and
look forward to continued economic
growth in the Mid-South.”
Chandler Reports is a division of The
Daily News Publishing Co.
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Mike Tagert, Mississippi Northern District Transportation commissioner, explains the importance of the newly opened
I-269 highway in North Mississippi during the ribbon-cutting ceremony Dec. 5.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
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THE CUTOFF

The complex backstory of the Memphis cutoff
of new sewer connections to areas outside the city

The T.E. Maxson Wastewater Treatment Facility, which is undergoing a renovation, handles 70 million gallons of wastewater a day from the southern part of the city of
Memphis before it is discharged into the Mississippi River.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

W

hen Memphis leaders got together
with suburban mayors in September
at Agricenter, it was to talk about a
unified countywide approach to getting Amazon’s $5 billion HQ2 project.
It was supposed to be a time for
leaders of the county and its seven cities to talk about their
common good, regionalism and all things they agree on,
with none of what they disagree on at least for the moment.
But Bartlett Mayor Keith McDonald got to what was
on most minds as soon as everyone was seated. Memphis
had, without any notice, cut off new connections to the
city sewer system outside the Memphis city limits just a
few weeks earlier.
McDonald’s question was whether it applied to
Bartlett’s agreement with the city of Memphis for some,
but not all of its sewage needs.
“I brought it up early in that discussion just because
everybody was talking about we need to work together,”
McDonald said. “I did make a comment to the effect of
that has to hold true for everybody.”
Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell would later refer
to it as the “800-pound elephant in the room.”
“How are you going to provider sewers to Amazon if
you do get them?” Luttrell told county commissioners the
day after the Agricenter meeting. “They are rather resolute
with their policy. But the issue now is becoming exceptions
to the policy and getting that clearly defined.”
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland has said the sudden
roll-out of cutting off sewer connections was a mistake and
should have included more advance notice.
The action itself, however, was quite deliberate. It is the
tip of a spear aimed at the larger issue of the city’s relationship with the rest of Shelby County, even in the most basic

services local governments provide.
There has been decades of debate about smart growth
and the subsidies for services, especially in areas that are
developed near cities instead of within those cities. Strickland has specifically linked the cutoff to his desire to see
Memphis’ population become more dense.
“Cities don’t usually provide services outside city
limits,” Strickland said. “Traditionally, Memphis has built
sewers outside the city limits because they knew they were
going to annex those areas. That’s been happening for 40
or 50 years.”
But that changed when the state ended annexation by
ordinance in 2014 and required referendum approval by
voters of areas to be annexed. That was followed by the
Shelby County Commission’s decision to end the practice
of requiring city approval of developments within three
miles of the city limits.
“Our responsibility ought to end at our city limits,”
Strickland said.
SENDING A MESSAGE
Strickland’s decision moved the matter out of discussions with consultants and other visionaries and delivered
it to the doorstep of those who take construction plans and
start moving dirt – developers.
“The impact on property values will be felt by citizens
in the county,” developer Kevin Hyneman said. “There
are hundreds of acres of property that once had access to
sewer and the assessor took that into consideration when
valuing the property.
“There will be millions in lost real estate tax revenue
to the county when the values are adjusted for no longer
having utilities,” he said. “Perhaps the Shelby County
Commission will need to tap the Shelby County Schools'

budget to offset the loss of revenue from much lower
property values.”
The Memphis-Shelby County Division of Planning and
Development put the number of parcels affected by the
cutoff at 77, including some multi-lot parcels.
“A number of developers had planned developments
that were at various stages of completion,” said assistant
county attorney Carter Gray. “There is a lot of variety of
where they are.”
Alan Crone, special adviser to Strickland, said he is not
aware of any major development deals that have fallen
through specifically because of the sewer cutoff.
Strickland said he’s talked with seven developers who
have claimed the city has a legal obligation to continue to
provide sewer service outside the city limits.
“Two of those – the (city) lawyers have agreed we do
have a legal obligation. The other five are being looked
at more closely,” he said. “If there are others on top of
those – because we think there are several dozen in the
pipeline – if they submit the paperwork we will give them
an answer in 30 days.”
That would apply to areas in not only what was the
Memphis annexation reserve area, but land in the annexation reserves of five of the six suburban municipalities
surrounding Memphis. Germantown does not have any
reserve areas.
“The general tone of the discussions … is the question
of, ‘is the county going to get into the sewer business?’”
Gray said. “That’s a major policy decision and a long-range
issue that has to be dealt with, depending on the city.”
Shelby County public works director Tom Needham
said it would take three to five years for the county to get
into the sewer business and Luttrell’s administration is not
putting a price estimate on what that would take yet. Need-
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ham also said such a move would involve
the county and city working out a possible
transfer of sewer lines the city of Memphis
has built into the unincorporated county.
Strickland confirmed that specific possibility.
“At some point, we would probably
transfer ownership of that system so that
the city is only serving city residents,” he
said.
The Memphis cutoff comes as the city
is in the midst of a $250 million overhaul
and renovation of the city sewer system.
Normally a low priority because of its lack
of visibility, the fixes to the sewer system are
not a choice. They are required by a federal
court consent decree the city entered into
with federal and state environmental officials in 2012 during the administration of
Mayor A C Wharton.
The city spent about $80,000 on cleaning up the immediate effects of a 2016 raw
sewage spill into Cypress Creek and McKellar Lake that included a fish kill. That was
a sewage line break that spewed 50 million
gallons a day of untreated wastewater into
the creek, which empties into McKellar
Lake. After a bypass was installed, a second
sewage leak was found and fixed.
The T.E. Maxson Wastewater Treatment Facility in southwest Memphis and
the M.C. Stiles Wastewater Treatment
Facility in Frayser are undergoing major
renovations that represent advances in
how the city’s wastewater is treated before
it is discharged into the Mississippi River.
On a windy, unseasonably warm day
in November, city leaders broke ground at
Maxson. The odor from some of the 70 million gallons a day of wastewater that comes
through the plant was a constant companion. Once the work is done, the wastewater
there and at Stiles will be treated with peracetic acid in a new disinfection process.
Dave Zimmer, North American Unit
president of CDM Smith Inc., the engineering and construction contractor on the city
project, said the technology to come is
“good enough to convert wastewater into
drinking water.”
“The water that would leave this plant
will be of higher quality than the river
itself,” he said.
Meanwhile, Peroxychem, the Philadelphia-based company that makes the
peracetic acid, known as PAA, is building
a $9.6 million production plant next to the
Stile plant. Peroxychem is leasing the land
from the city.
The city is also in the midst of a 10-year
review and inspection of sanitary sewer
lines that began in November 2013. SARP
10 is the Sewer Assessment and Rehabilitation Program that is currently inspecting
the sewer lines to see what work and upgrades they need.
It is hazardous work. The crews doing
recent inspections in the Downtown area
donned metal suits that looked like deepsea diving suits and futuristic looking metal
instruments as they went below city streets
as traffic was diverted above them. The precise locations of certain parts of the sewer
system are kept secret for security reasons.
CITY WON’T GET DUMPED ON
Some in Strickland’s administration say
starting with sewage sends an unmistakable message to those outside the city who
have made it clear they want nothing to do
with anything connected to Memphis.

Jordan Stawser prepares to take a dive into a sewer on Front Street as he is lowered into the drain by a crane. Memphis is in
the midst of a 10-year review of sanitary sewer lines. The work that takes place below city streets in many cases is hazardous,
but also among the most essential services the city provides. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
“We’re not taking their shit anymore –
literally,” is how one City Hall leader who
would not speak on the record summarized
Strickland’s edict.
McDonald said some Strickland administration officials at the Agricenter
session took offense at his questions, but
ruffled feathers on both sides were later
smoothed over.
Bartlett has its own wastewater treatment plant for its north basin, an area that
includes the bulk of Bartlett’s undeveloped
land within the city’s boundaries.

“

of pushes those developments into those
areas because those developers, they are
in business to make money and they are
going to look wherever they can go,” McDonald said. “They are not just going to sit
on the sidelines typically. It drives some of
them to us.”
The city of Memphis provides wastewater treatment for the south basin area of
Bartlett. And Bartlett has extended the sewage treatment it does outside its city limits.
“We have a few places that are not in the
city limits that we serve on our system in the

The impact on property values will be felt by citizens in the
county. ... There will be millions in lost real estate tax revenue
to the county when the values are adjusted for no longer
having utilities. Perhaps the Shelby County Commission will
need to tap the Shelby County Schools' budget to offset the
loss of revenue from much lower property values.”
–Kevin Hyneman, developer

McDonald was quickly assured by his
own attorneys and the city of Memphis
that Bartlett’s “evergreen” agreement with
Memphis, last negotiated about five years
ago, is intact and not affect by the cutoff
policy. With that, he agrees with Strickland’s general philosophy.
The philosophy is an important shift in
the relationship between developers and
local government – from local government
responding to where builders build to developers building where the sewer system
already exists.
“For those who have facilities for part
or all (of the wastewater treatment), it kind

north and I understand,” McDonald said
of the Strickland administration’s stand.
“You are really not wanting to provide a lot
of utilities outside of your municipal area
particularly if you’ve got a limited amount
(of capacity) you can handle. So I believe I
understand his position. For myself, and
probably Germantown as well, we just
wanted to be sure that they felt like we felt
– that they were secure.”
Bartlett’s last annexation of land by
ordinance stopped at railroad tracks near
the Brunswick community.
“And I did that because I didn’t want
the people on the other side of the tracks

to not have the same level of service. If a
train stopped there, we have to go all the
way out and around on Austin Peay to get
back to them,” McDonald said. “By then
somebody might be dead or a house might
have burned completely down. We stopped
there and the anticipation was we would
move forward when we could build a fire
station on that side of the tracks.”
But with no more annexation by ordinance for the last four years, McDonald
said someone in that area would have to
request annexation before Bartlett would
attempt it.
“As far as any area that doesn’t have
sewer and is not in our municipality, I
think if they want municipal services they
ought to be developing and moving into
a municipality,” McDonald said. “If they
want to be out in the county, they should
do septic tanks.”
That is the same thought Crone has had.
“I don’t think that’s in the best interest of Germantown, Bartlett, Memphis,
Millington or any of the municipalities
to have municipal and urban growth in
unincorporated Shelby County,” he said.
Instead, he and Strickland and McDonald each said in separate interviews that a
developer who needs sewer services should
look to build in a city with such services,
or seek to have their property annexed
by a city.
“I think it makes sense with where the
city is in its stated plan to right-size itself,”
county commission chairwoman Heidi
Shafer said. “The county can definitely
gear up to do it. … I don’t anticipate unincorporated Shelby County becoming more
municipal.”
But she said it’s not as simple as septic
tanks outside the city limits.
“I’m not in favor of trying to provide all
municipal services to people who are living
in and paying taxes for a rural area,” she
said. “But you can’t have septic running
into the groundwater.”
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The leaders of two public art nonprofits talked on the WKNO/Channel 10 program "Behind The Headlines" about recent controversies over local artist participation and public art images in inner-city neighborhoods.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Public Art Controversies Frame
Difficult But Necessary Process
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The more abstract or open to interpretation public art is, the more varied the
reactions will be. And for some political
leaders, the more likely it is they will hear
complaints from those who see it.
But the leaders of two nonprofits say
public art is worth the recent controversies
that led the Memphis City Council earlier
this year to temporarily hold up city refunding of the UrbanArt Commission.
“It’s something that should be a part of
our basic lives,” said Paint Memphis founder Karen Golightly on the WKNO/Channel
10 program “Behind The Headlines.”
The investment in our collective experience “is what matters most,” added
Lauren Kennedy, executive director of the
UrbanArt Commission.
Paint Memphis, founded in 2015, does
one mural project annually. The UrbanArt
Commission is 20 years old this year and
commissions public art projects – from
sculptures to murals to other art forms –
as part of the city of Memphis’ pledge to
devote 1 percent of its capital budget to
include public art.
Both organizations have been criticized
by Memphis City Council members – Paint
Memphis for its mural on Lamar Avenue
and Willett Street that shows a skeletal
zombie-like creature and the UrbanArt
Commission for not using enough local
artists. The council votes next week on
changes in the guidelines for using local
artists in the 1 percent program.

Paint Memphis and
The UrbanArt Commission have been
criticized by some
city council members for the placement of controversial murals in areas
where blight and
crime are a problem
and for how artists
are chosen for
public art projects.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Kennedy says UrbanArt met the existing city guidelines of having at least 60
percent local artists over a five-year period.

“But there were bigger budget projects
going to artists outside the city and that was
really where a lot of heartburn came from,”

she said. “I think it’s important to support
artists living and working here, but I also
think it’s really important to be exposed to
artists making work in other cities and other
places for them to have a good experience
here, for them to spend time with our artist
community. I think that exchange is really
important.”
Golightly points to a general city guideline that forbids profanity, gang or drug
imagery and nudity. For each mural, there
are neighborhood surveys and public
meetings to determine more specifically
what residents don’t want and what they
do want, often in areas where there is no
public art.
The zombie mural drew criticism from
some council members for its placement
in an area where there is blight and crime
is a problem.
“I think it is to show there is a coming
back, there is a rising up,” Golightly said.
“When we went into that area it was filled
with dead animals and dirty diapers and
trash. It was boarded up and 25 different
colors on the buildings. … I don’t think
every single person is going to like every
single mural there. I just don’t think it’s going to happen. But there are lots of different
ones that can appeal to different people.”
Kennedy says getting artists and those
who live and work around the art every day
on the same page can be difficult.
“I’ve seen it knock some artists around
more than others because I think there
are some artists who are adept at it and
some that are not in terms of hearing that
feedback and figuring out a way to stay
true to their creative process but then also
taking into account what the neighbors are
saying,” she said. “I don’t think it’s necessarily that they need to know what kind
of images they want to see. I think it’s just
having a conversation with them about
what’s important in their neighborhood,
what’s going on in their neighborhood. …
I think especially if you are talking about
a residential area, there does need to be a
conversation with people who are going to
be directly impacted by that work.”
“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by Eric
Barnes, publisher of The Daily News, can be
seen on The Daily News Video page, video.
memphisdailynews.com.
The proposed new city guidelines for
the 1-percent public art program retain
selection committees that are formed for
each public art project, add more oversight
by the city council and set specific guidelines for potential conflicts of interest on
the selection committees.
Council chairman Berlin Boyd, earlier
this year, moved to delay the approval of
funding for the UrbanArt Commission
over what he saw as a lack of local artists
being commissioned. The funding was later
restored and the move to new guidelines is
the next step in the process.
Boyd said throughout the controversy
that he was not opposed to public art, but
wanted to see local artists get most if not
all of the work.
Kennedy said the discussion is often
about the fine print.
“When I am having conversations with
city officials, most often it’s not that they
are balking at the idea that art is important,” she said. “I think when you get into
some of the processes and how things
come to develop and how they come to be
executed, that’s where things get trickier.”
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Legislators Not Shy About
Pushing ‘Model’ ALEC Bills
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

The group that brought Tennessee the
voter photo ID law could be on the brink
of spawning another kink on the voting
process, one that cross-checks jury service
with voter rolls.
At the behest of the American Civil
Rights Union, legislators across the nation
who belong to the American Legislative
Exchange Council could be sponsoring bills
in the next couple of years requiring local
election commissions to take a closer look
at people who miss jury duty.
“All we want is honest voting,” says
Susan Carleson, chairman and CEO of the
American Civil Rights Union, which put on
a voter integrity seminar during the ALEC
2017 States & Nation Policy Summit held
at Nashville’s Omni Hotel.
As a result, Sen. Bill Ketron, a state
chairman for ALEC’s public sector division,
plans to ask Secretary of State Tre Hargett to
come up with legislation mirroring the law
in other states. He says he’ll carry the bill.
The Murfreesboro Republican will have
to work quickly because he’s set to leave the
Legislature in 2018 to run for Rutherford
County mayor. But as chairman of the Senate Republican Caucus, he’s pretty good
at raising money and getting things done.
People who miss jury duty wouldn’t be
removed automatically from voter rolls,
Ketron says. Still, county election commissions would be able to ferret out illegal
aliens and people who are registered to
vote in other states, in addition to those
who use multiple names to cast extra ballots, he adds.
“They were talking about all the dead
people, all the illegal activity as far as voting
integrity in every state, so that needs to be
a check between the election office, and
that’s another source of data that can be
shared,” Ketron says.
As a 16-year member of ALEC and state
chairman for 10 years, Ketron makes no
bones about backing bills emanating from
the group, including the voter photo ID
law he sponsored. He points out the state
doesn’t pay ALEC dues for lawmakers but
foots the bill for legislators to belong to the
Council of State Governments and National
Conference of State Legislatures.
Taking effect in 2012, the measure requires voters to show a valid state-issued
ID such as a driver’s license, U.S. passport,
military ID and handgun carry permit
before voting.
If someone doesn’t have one of those,
they can cast a provisional ballot, go get an
acceptable ID and return in three business
days to ensure their vote is counted. Otherwise, their vote doesn’t count, something
that’s happened to dozens and dozens of
people statewide over the last five years.
Asked whether this disenfranchises
people, Ketron responds, “Does it disen-

franchise you when you try to buy beer and
they want to see your ID?”
The idea, he infers, is to make it just as
hard to vote as it is to buy a 12-pack.
Of course, that doesn’t quite float, because I can always go to a store where they
don’t ask to see if I’m 21. And they don’t
keep a list of beer drinkers at the election
commission officer, either.
Besides, a lot of people don’t consider
Miller Lite to be a real beer anymore, especially with all these craft beers creating
a generation of beer snobs, no matter
whether a couple of those make you feel
like you’ve eaten a loaf of bread.
Getting back to this beer/voting thing,
you have to be 21 to buy beer, but you can
be 18 and die while serving our country. So,
you can carry a rifle in Afghanistan but not
a Bud Lite in America.
What did he say?
State Rep. Brenda Gilmore, who helped
lead a downtown rally in opposition to
the recent ALEC occupation, says she still
believes the voter photo ID law suppresses
voting in Tennessee, in part, causing it to
have the lowest voter rate in the nation.
“We want everybody to participate in
the democratic process. And this should be
a source of embarrassment that our state
is the worst in the country,” adds Gilmore,
a Nashville Democrat running to unseat
longtime Sen. Thelma Harper next year.
Gilmore is a little puzzled, though, by
Ketron’s comparison between purchasing
brew and casting ballots, which has a direct
impact on politics and public policy.
“When we put artificial barriers up for
poor people and for women and for seniors
and for people of color, I think that’s a sad
commentary,” she says. “I don’t know why
he would make an analogy between beer
and voting. One is so insignificant and one
is one of the most important acts that we
do in society.”
Scott Banbury of the Sierra Club is interested to hear the jury pool-voting idea,
too, and considers it a “shot at disenfranchisement.”
“They’re just looking for another way
to take people off the rolls, and I can see
that as being a huge problem, particularly
in low-income communities where your
employer might not be as sensitive to your
duty,” adds Banbury, who also spoke at the
anti-ALEC march.
Banbury is far from surprised a legislator here would come up with ALEC
legislation, calling Tennessee one of the
most “prolific” states nationwide in passing
those model bills.
ALEC’s views can extend into rulemaking, as well, and Banbury says Tennessee’s
regulations on fracking for natural gas are
based “almost entirely” on an ALEC model.
Likewise, legislation enabling the start
of an online school was born of an ALEC
idea and became a virtual classroom for
K-8 students in Tennessee. It was run by
K-12 Inc. through the Union County school
district and turned into a real failure.
Virtual education sounds great for
people who don’t want their kids going to
school with other people. It just doesn’t
work. K-12’s performance was so weak, in

fact, the state Department of Education
forced it to shut down in 2015.
Nevertheless, Gov. Bill Haslam spoke
to the ALEC crowd in Nashville, calling it a
good place to “exchange ideas.”
Being the good guy he is, Haslam opted
to address the crowd even though an ALEC
arm, Americans for Prosperity, helped kill
his Insure Tennessee initiative two years
and fought his gas-tax plan this year.
Another measure from ALEC, sponsored by Sen. Brian Kelsey, R-Germantown,
and Rep. Jeremy Durham who was expelled
from office in 2014, removed Haslam’s
authority to expand Medicaid without
legislative approval.
Haslam, a Republican entering the final
year of his second term, acknowledges the
group worked against his insurance proposal. But that’s just part the “laboratory
of democracy,” he says, noting he agrees
with ALEC on some things and disagrees
on others. He points out he recently spoke
to a group in New York where he was one
of the few Republicans in the room.
“People are going to be doing that with
legislators, saying here’s an idea, things you
could change. I think it’s our job as elected
folks to listen and evaluate,” Haslam points
out.
To whom are they listening, though?
In a statement in the ALEC event’s media packet, CEO Lisa B. Nelson says, “Today, states are where the action is. Following major 2017 state policy decisions like
the right to work in Kentucky and Missouri
and Pennsylvania Pension Reform, ALEC
members are coming together to chart a
course and exchange ideas for 2018.”
ALEC plans to kill the federal “death
tax” and the deduction of state taxes from
federal taxes, in addition to eliminating
free-speech zones set up on college campuses, according to an ALEC consultant.
The group protesting ALEC’s summit
contends those ideas and many others
come from the world’s largest corporations,
ranging from Koch Industries to Pfizer and
ExxonMobil. Those private interests merge
to unite legislators – almost all of them
conservative Republicans – at meetings
where they float ideas and vote on model
legislation designed to bolster their bottom
lines, the progressive group says.
Vonda McDaniel, president of the Central Labor Council in Nashville and another
ALEC summit protester, explains those
ideas don’t mesh with working families.
For instance, ALEC-born legislation nationwide has targeted public-sector unions
such as teachers and state employees in
an effort to privatize public education and
profit from the prison industrial complex,
she says.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News,
Knoxville Ledger and Hamilton County
Herald. He can be reached at sstockard44@
gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Many couples are marrying at a later age
and sometimes not at all. While each
couple must decide what’s right for them,
columnists Ray and Dana Brandon say it’s
important to know what rights you give up
when you choose not to marry.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

Five building blocks are helping The Hershey
Co. build its global brand. Columnist Michael
Graber shares highlights from a Hershey executive’s recent talk about how to build scale
while taking cultural differences into account.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

How does Memphis foster its strong
entrepreneurial spirit? Must be something
in the water, says Mary C. McDonald, who
highlights a local group that’s celebrating a
new book and 25 years of helping build the
next generation of visionary entrepreneurs.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Christmas is a time for giving, and columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw say there are
plenty of ways to help out nonprofits you
believe in. This week they share some ideas,
financial and otherwise, to put a special gift
under your favorite nonprofit’s tree.

LORI TURNER- WILSON

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Old-fashioned sales calls are making a
comeback, given how few salespeople are
leveraging them anymore. Before jumping
on the trend, check out columnist Lori
Turner-Wilson’s list of five deadly sales call
pitfalls that can kill your success rate.
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ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

Best Places To
Work in 2018
For the 10th year, Glassdoor.com has released its Employees’ Choice Awards. For 2018,
they’ve expanded the list of best companies
from 50 to 100.
Glassdoor CEO Robert Hohman explained,
“We know today’s job seekers are more informed than ever about where they go to work,
researching everything from company culture
to career opportunities to pay philosophy and
more. To help people find companies that stand
out from the pack, the Glassdoor Employees’
Choice Awards recognize employers that are
truly Best Places to Work because they’re determined by those who really know best – the
employees.”
The Glassdoor top company list is unique
in workplace awards. It is based on the input of
company employees who volunteer to provide
anonymous feedback by completing a review
about their company, job and work environment. This year, Glassdoor is featuring six
categories, honoring the best places to work in
the U.S., Canada, U.K., France and Germany.
The top 100 U.S. list of large companies
(with more than 1,000 employees) has a number of very familiar names. Facebook leads
the charge with the coveted No. 1 spot. Spots
two through six are held by Bain & Co., Boston
Consulting Group, In-N-Out Burger, Google
and lululemon.
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital also
made the list at No. 9. A scientist at St. Jude
loves working there because, “The people are
fantastic and welcoming! It feels more like a
family career than just a job. The researchers
and facilities are top notch, and everything is
collaborative.”
Three companies have now made the list for
all 10 years: Bain, Google and Apple. Of these
repeat nominations, Hohman says, “These employers have shown an impressive consistency
and ability to keep their workforces engaged
and satisfied. Amount these three employers,
the common attribute they share is that they
offer company cultures that are unique to them
and what’s more, they offer a company culture
that their employees truly believe in.”
The top 50 U.S. list of best small and medium companies (with less than 1,000 employees)
includes Silverline at No. 1. New Home Star,
New Century, Acceleration Partners and Zoom
Video Communications took spots two through
five. Other notable companies include social
media tool Sprout Social and digital marketing
agency Elite SEM.
One of the top factors that determines
whether an employee wants to change jobs is
often happiness and job satisfaction. During the
interview process, it can be hard to tell which
companies are healthy and which are struggling.
Sites like Glassdoor provide insight into what’s
really going on behind a company’s doors. And
best of all, the reviews are left anonymously and
the companies are not allowed to edit them.
This means that you get the real scoop – directly
from the employees. They’re like hotel reviews,
but much more impactful to your future.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be reached
at copelandcoaching.com.

New Memphis Promotes Dakin
To Pilot New ‘Launch’ Initiative
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s Note: Read our full Q&A with Frankie Dakin at memphisdailynews.com.

Frankie Dakin has been promoted to director of strategic initiatives
at New Memphis, a role in which he’ll pilot the organization’s new
Launch: Campus to Career program. The initiative, which builds on
New Memphis’ Summer Experience, connects college students with
professional opportunities and networks to inspire them to launch
careers in Memphis. Dakin will lead the program, encouraging area
students to find and prepare for internships with local employers.
Hometown: Millington, Tennessee
Experience: A graduate of
Rhodes College, Dakin is a
native of Millington, where
he currently serves as an
elected alderman. He also
serves as the board chair
for Let’s Innovate through
Education (LITE) and as
the city liaison to the Millington industrial development board.
What are your goals as
Launch gets underway?
We’ve expanded our collegiate programming from
summer-only to yearround. We’re focusing on
making sure students know
that it’s free, and all you
have to do is sign up at newmemphis.org. We’re also in

the process of democratizing initial access to internships through an online
platform: Launch: Campus
to Career. Once that platform goes live in the spring,
we’ll work with employers to
post their collegiate internships, and connect students
to those opportunities.
How can Memphis, and
specifically the Memphis
business community, better attract and retain young
talent? Eighty percent of the
jobs that will be available
to kids that started kindergarten this year have yet to
be dreamed. Digital media
strategists and app developers barely existed when I
was in high school, but now
companies have huge needs
for them.

Along with Dakin, New Memphis has
promoted three other staff members and
made one hire: Calinda Dickerson has
been promoted to program manager,
responsible for leading New Memphis’
Embark program.
Dickerson has supported the program,
which is designed
to engage high-performing 20-somethings, since 2016. DICKERSON
In her new role, she
delivers curriculum,
drives enrollment
of new participants,
and ensures Embark
meets and exceeds
expectations.
Laney Williams has
been promoted to WILLIAMS
development manager. William supports fund development for the organization, alongside the
director of development.
Chutney Young is now community en-

My point is, the youth of
today are not just our workforce, they are our innovators, future business owners and, most importantly,
chief problem solvers. I
think our narrative needs
to shift on how our young
talent is viewed, as valuable
contributors, collaborators
and assets. What does that
look like? Investing in our
young workforce through
internships and other opportunities.
What do you consider your
greatest accomplishment?
You’re reading about it.
I’m 25, first-generation college grad, and not too far
removed from the days of
cold-calling and cold-emailing to get interviews for internships. My story is not

gagement manager. She will guide New
Memphis’ series of public events that
bring people together to learn about
the city and find fresh ways to engage
in the community.
She also continues to
organize New Memphis’ First Friend
program, aimed at
retaining new-toMemphis teachers.
Mia Saine has joined
YOUNG
the organization as
creative specialist.
In that role, Saine leads New Memphis’
graphic design and branding, working
with the team to create visuals to amplify the organization’s message. She
graduated from Memphis College of
Art in May.
The Tennessee Bar Association has
selected 30 attorneys statewide for its
2018 Leadership Law program, known
as T-BALL. The nine Memphis attorneys chosen for the program include:
Casey Bryant, Latino Memphis Inc.;

FRANKIE DAKIN
unique. We have survey
feedback from thousands
of current college students
who are struggling to find
opportunity, yet we know
of employers who are hungry for young talent to innovate and infuse energy
into their office. There’s a
gap there, and I’m excited to
be working on behalf of an
organization with a long history of solving complicated
challenges.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? Invest
in experiences and finding purposeful work. That
doesn’t mean that all tasks
are fun and seem purposeful, so having a clear understanding of your own values
and long-term goals are key.

Tanya Holmes, ALSAC/St. Jude Children's Research Hospital; Justin Joy,
Lewis Thomason; Keating Lowery, First
Tennessee Bank National Association;
Laura Martin, Harris Shelton Hanover
Walsh PLLC; Gary Peeples, Burch, Porter & Johnson PLLC; Joshua Wallis, The
Landers Firm PLC; Janika White, The
Walter Bailey Law Firm; and Jason Yasinsky, Nahon, Saharovich & Trotz PLC.
The nonprofit Unknown Child Foundation Inc. has appointed two new members to its board of directors. Peter S.
Felsenthal is CEO of Whitmor Inc., a
wholesale distributor of storage, organization and laundry accessory products.
Martin (Marty) S. Kelman is chairman
of Kelman-Lazarov Inc., a financial
planning and investment advisory firm.
The nonprofit Unknown Child Foundation was established for the purpose of
fulfilling its promise to the students who
began the project to use their 1.5 million
collected pennies to build a memorial
telling the story of the 1.5 million children who perished in the Holocaust.

www.thememphisnews.com

December 15-21, 2017 25

ELECTIONS

Election Commission
Goes To Court In
RCV Controversy
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The Shelby County Election Commission is going to court to settle a conflict
over ranked-choice voting.
The five-member commission voted
unanimously Tuesday, Dec. 12, to file suit
against the state election coordinator and
the city of Memphis in Davidson County
Chancery Court.
The purpose is to get a ruling on
whether the use of RCV via a 2008 city
charter amendment is valid or if a September opinion from state election coordinator Mark Goins saying there can
be no use of RCV is valid.
The 2008 charter referendum is binding on the election commission and so is
the legal opinion from Goins.
“I would just like clarity,” said county
elections administrator Linda Phillips.
“My nightmare scenario was to plan to
do an election one way and then be told
four months out to do it another way.
I have no opinion on it. We administer
elections according to the law and there
is a conflict there.”
Attorney John Ryder, representing the
election commission, said the legal action
amounts to the election commission asking, “Someone tell us what we can do.”

“On the one hand, the election commission is required to administer elections for the city of Memphis in accordance with their charter,” Ryder said. “On
the other hand, the election commission
is required to follow the guidance of the
state coordinator of elections who also
has the authority to approve or disapprove ballots.
"That puts the commission in an
awkward position of getting conflicting
instructions. … The legal remedy for the
commission is to file what is known as a
declaratory judgment action.”
Even if the court rules there can be
no use of RCV, a November 2018 charter
referendum seeking to repeal RCV would
still go forward, Ryder said. The Memphis
City Council gave final approval to the
referendum ordinance earlier this month.
Ranked-choice voting would apply to
races for the seven single-member city
council districts. If no candidate gets a
majority of the votes cast, the race goes
to a runoff in the absence of RCV.
With RCV, there is no runoff. Instead,
voters on election day rank their choices
of council contenders by preference. And
instead of a runoff, there is another vote
count that adds in the second preferences
of those who voted.
That process eliminates candidates
with the lowest vote total and that process

The Shelby County Election Commission is seeking a court’s declaratory judgment
on whether to proceed with or drop plans for ranked-choice voting. (Daily News File/Andrew J. Breig)
continues until a candidate has a majority of votes.
Memphis voters approved the RCV
method of electing those council seats
in 2008 as one in a series of proposed city
charter amendments.
But local election officials at the time
said the touch-screen voting machines
used in Shelby County could not accommodate RCV.
Phillips became election coordinator
in 2016 and found a way to accommodate
ranked-choice voting on the machines by
repeating the list of candidates in a race
side by side across the screen. With that,
she said the charter required the use of
the system in the 2019 city elections – the
next city elections scheduled.
As the repeal referendum was making
its way through the city council in recent
weeks, Phillips continued preparations.
Goins sent Phillips a letter in September

saying, “The current laws of Tennessee do
not appear to allow this system of rankedchoice voting.”
Goins cited the lack of a state-approved method for a vote count of second
and third preferences.
Before last week’s approval of the
repeal referendum on third and final
reading, city council attorney Alan Wade
said his interpretation was that Goins had
not yet formally forbid the use of rankedchoice voting.
But in clarifying Goins’ September
letter, Adam Ghassemi, communications
director for the Tennessee Secretary of
State’s office, indicated the next step
would be forbidding RCV.
“Since the proposed ballot layout is
inconsistent with state law, the division
would not be able to approve the rankedchoice ballots for use in 2019,” Ghassemi
told The Daily News in a November email.

POLITICS

May Primary Ballot Takes Shape And
August Ballot Contenders Emerge
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Floyd Bonner, chief sheriff’s deputy for Shelby County,
is among the latest candidates
to file for a place on the May
2018 primary elections ballot.
Bonner filed Friday, Dec. 8, in
the Democratic primary for
sheriff. He is expected to run
against sheriff’s office supervisor and 2014 Democratic
nominee for sheriff Bennie
Cobb in the primary.
Other contenders include
Dale Lane, director of the
Shelby County Office of Preparedness, who is expected to

run in the Republican primary.
Shelby County Register
Tom Leatherwood pulled a
qualifying petition last week
to run in the Republican primary for Circuit Court Clerk.
Leatherwood is term-limited
as Shelby County Register of
Deeds. Incumbent Circuit
Court Clerk Jimmie Moore, a
Republican, is not seeking reelection.
All of the latest filings came
before the Downtown office
of the Shelby County Election
Commission closed for several
days to complete the office’s
move from 150 Washington
Ave. to 157 Poplar Ave.
The new Downtown offices

week Downtown with a group
of 30 supporters.
“This is not a sort of exercise in democracy for me.
I am running to win the District 86 seat so I can create
change at a rate that Memphis
needs,” Huett-Garcia told the
opened Monday.
The filing deadline for the group. “Memphis doesn’t need
May primaries is noon Feb. 15. more people to help them beat
Meanwhile, candidates in the odds. We need to change
them.”
races on the ballot later
Huett-Garcia
in the 2018 election year
said access to health
continue to emerge.
care is a major issue
Amber Huett-Garcia
as well as an “inis planning a challenge
herent bias we have
of veteran District 86
when we interact
state Rep. Barbara Coowith one another.”
per in the August Dem“It reinforces
ocratic primary. CooperAMBER
constantly the peois a retired teacher andHUETT-GARCIA
ple that are closest
educator who this year
marked her 20th year in the to us and take care of us and
are supposed to know best
Legislature.
Huett-Garcia can’t pull her are letting us down, and it
qualifying petition until Jan. 5, happens all the time,” she
but opened her campaign last said. “It should not happen

in public service. We want
access to health care that is
affordable. We don’t want to
start a Go Fund Me (page) if
we get cancer. We have to lift
Memphians out of poverty and
that includes an increase in
wages that are livable. … We
need to not just raise wages,
but think creatively about the
wrap-around services.”
Huett-Garcia came to the
city in 2011 from working in
Illinois state government on
women’s health programs and
policy and budget matters. She
has a master’s degree in public
administration from the University of Illinois-Springfield.
She came to Memphis as part
of Teach For America and is
currently director of development with the TFA Memphis
office.
Huett-Garcia is also chairwoman of the national board
of the Obesity Action Coalition.
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MEMPHIS BASKETBALL

Improving Tigers Will Get Tested
Facing Louisville in Big Apple

Memphis Tigers guard Jeremiah Martin (3) drives to the hoop and through a host of Albany defenders during a game Dec. 12
at FedExForum in Memphis. The Tigers defeated the Great Danes, 67-58.
(Cal Sport Media via AP Images)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Already, the Memphis Tigers had survived to beat Northern Kentucky by two
points, Mercer by two points (in doubleovertime) and Samford by one point. All
on their home floor at FedExForum.
So with score tied 45-45 vs. Albany
midway through the second half, the Tigers looked to be on their way to another
one-possession outcome. But after junior
guard Jeremiah Martin anticipated a pass
by Albany’s Joe Cremo and intercepted
it like a safety reading the quarterback’s
eyes, Martin raced down the court for a
dunk that gave Memphis a 53-48 lead
with 6:30 left in the game.
From there, Memphis extended the
lead and held on for a 67-58 victory in
its last game before renewing the old

rivalry with Louisville on Saturday, Dec.
16, at Madison Square Garden (11 a.m.,
ESPN2).
“He’s unbelievable defensively. That’s
what he does best,” Smith said of Martin,
after his starting point guard finished
with 13 points, five steals and four assists.
“He was tremendous down the stretch
pressuring the basketball, getting steals,
knocking down 7 of 8 from the free-throw
line. He did it all. But that’s what we expect from Jeremiah. When he plays that
well, we’re pretty tough.”
Although Memphis and Louisville
each carry 7-2 records into Saturday’s
game, Martin may have to play even better for the Tigers to have a shot at the upset. Albany fell to 10-2 with the loss here,
but the Great Danes built their record in
their own little Northeast neighborhood
beating the likes of Dartmouth, Holy
Cross and Iona.

In fact, last Tuesday’s game in Memphis was the first time Albany had played
in the Central Time Zone in a year.
Of course, the Memphis schedule
has been as soft as a pillow, too. It’s why
the Tigers and Louisville, though having
identical records, stand in very different
places in the Basketball Power Index
(BPI). The Cardinals are ranked 35th, also
getting votes in the Associated Press and
Coaches’ polls, and Memphis is ranked
178th and not getting votes.
The Tigers’ two losses came to Alabama on a neutral court and at UAB. They
are 5-0 at home, but as mentioned before,
most of the games have been close.
Nine games into the season, Smith
sees improvement from a roster heavy
on junior college transfers and freshmen.
One of those transfers, guard Kareem
Brewton Jr., recently lost his starting job
to freshman Jamal Johnson. But he also

scored a career-high 19 points off the
bench, going 3-of-3 from long range and
8-of-11 from the floor in just 17 minutes
in the win over Albany.
Previously, he had made just 3-of-26
shots behind the arc for 11.5 percent.
“The coaching staff has been talking
to me about getting my palm off the ball,”
Brewton said of his shooting technique.
“I did that and just went out there and
played instead of overthinking. Once I
make the first shot, I feel like I can make
every shot.”
Smith praised Brewton for making the
adjustment on his shot, but even more for
his attitude when he learned he would not
be starting: “He didn’t hang his head.”
Even in this most recent victory, the
Tigers struggled in several phases of the
game. Albany beat them on the boards
38-32 and the Tigers’ 35.6 rebounds per
game ranks 206th in the country. Also,
nine games into the season they still have
more turnovers (122) than assists (120)
and their 13.3 assists per game ranks
219th in the nation.
They scored 90 points in a blowout
of Bryant, but have topped 80 points just
one other time. Their 71.1 points per
game places them 256th in the country.
Their margin for error is as thin as a
Tiger stripe.
Louisville also is not what it has been,
and interim head coach David Padgett is
trying to guide his team through turmoil.
Just this week, the university appealed
NCAA sanctions resulting from what the
Courier-Journal termed the “recruiting sexcapades” that have put two Final Four trips
and an NCAA title at risk of being vacated.
And all of that happened before the
ongoing FBI bribery probe that resulted
in coach Rick Pitino being placed on
administrative leave. Now the only court
where Pitino and his former employer
play together is a U.S. District Court as
they sue and counter-sue.
Meantime, back on the basketball
court, beating Louisville at Madison
Square Garden will take a huge effort
from the Tigers and will require them to
move the ball and rebound at a level that
has not yet looked possible.
“We probably wouldn’t have beaten
this team two or three weeks ago,” Smith
said after the victory over Albany. “We’re
improving every day.”
Improving enough to beat Louisville? Or to at least be competitive with
Louisville?
“It’s gonna be our biggest test so far,”
said junior forward Raynere Thornton.
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Grizzlies Not Just Losing Games, But Respect
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
Another horrific loss, another long
counseling session at Marc Gasol’s locker
with Gasol simultaneously playing the
parts of frustrated team psychologist and
exasperated patient.
This time, he talked more than 12
minutes. At the end of it, after he had
tried to explain to us and to himself how
the Grizzlies had just lost by 25 points to
a mediocre Miami Heat team, the media
masses walked away.
I lingered a moment and quietly asked
Gasol if he had spoken to Zach Randolph
recently. Gasol nodded.
“Obviously they’re not in the best position either,” he said of Randolph’s Sacramento Kings. “We talk more about family
and stuff, but he always tells me to keep
my head up, keep being positive, things
like that. He knows I’m gonna do that.”
One wonders if the “stuff,” at least
some of the time, is the good old days.
For as fun as the seven-year playoff run
was for fans, Z-Bo and Big Spain lived
it. They worked their craft shoulder-toshoulder, each understanding his comrade’s strengths and weaknesses as well
as his own.
Different skill sets. Different personalities. Same drive to win and willingness
to sacrifice where necessary.
These days, as Ben McLemore tries to
get his and bricks a 360-dunk, Gasol’s and
Randolph’s approach during the glory
days seems downright quaint.
Before last summer, fans fretted about
the coming dissolution of Grit & Grind.
It was no secret that management was
ready to move on from Randolph and
Tony Allen.
Both in their mid-30s, they were not
the players they once had been. Advancing age wasn’t going to make them any
faster going forward and wasn’t going to
help the Grizzlies keep up in the smallball, pace-and-space NBA of today.
So, accepting the realities of time
wasn’t necessarily a bad decision. Allen
barely plays for the New Orleans Pelicans.
Randolph’s Sacramento Kings are stand-

ing side-by-side with Gasol’s Grizzlies in
the bottoms of the Western Conference.
But what the Grizzlies are going
through now – and Wednesday’s loss to
Washington was their fifth straight, their
16th in the last 17 games – is more than
the turning of the calendar page.
The way they’re losing now, either
blowing leads of 17 or 20 points or laying
down like dogs as they did against the
Heat in the fourth quarter, is an insult
to the proud team culture that was built
and now crumbles a little more each day.
Matt Barnes was hated as a rival Los
Angeles Clipper. But fans found a way to
appreciate Barnes as a Grizzly. During the
2015-16 season, when the team used 28
different players and was held together
with electrician’s tape, Barnes summed
up the first-round playoff series against
the 67-win San Antonio Spurs: “We’re
coming to a gunfight with spoons.”
But the point is, those Grizzlies tried
anyway – however vainly. Barnes announced his retirement from the NBA
Monday. Here’s guessing he could have
offered more fight than what most of the
Grizzlies showed in the fourth quarter
against the Heat when the Grizzlies allowed Miami to shoot almost 80 percent
from the floor.
“The effort wasn’t there,” said Grizzlies interim coach J.B. Bickerstaff. “To
a man, the responsibility that we have to
our teammates, to the organization, to
the fans … we didn’t give the fans what
they deserve tonight. We didn’t give the
organization what they deserve tonight.
And we didn’t give one another what we
deserve.
“We didn’t pay that any respect tonight. We didn’t give all that we could. It
was disappointing to say the least.”
Bickerstaff, by the way, is 1-7 since
taking over for the fired David Fizdale.
Whatever the problems between Fizdale
and Gasol – well-documented and substantial – the problems are bigger and go
deeper than a coach.
As has been said in this space before,
the absence of point guard Mike Conley
(still out with a sore Achilles) cannot be
overstated. The play on the court is disjointed without him. Team camaraderie
is now just about non-existent.
His return won’t solve all of those issues, but Conley’s presence would help
everyone – including his buddy Marc Gasol.
Beyond that, the Grizzlies are limited

Things are pointing in the wrong direction for the Memphis Grizzlies, who were
criticized for their lack of effort in the fourth quarter in a 25-point loss to the Miami
Heat on Monday, Dec. 11, their 15th loss in 16 games.
(AP Photo/Brandon Dill)
in the courses of action they can take. The
ownership is in flux, which would make
firing general manager Chris Wallace
nothing more than a PR move; nobody
is going to take the GM’s job without
ownership clarity.
Tyreke Evans, putting up his best
numbers in years and working on a oneyear contract, is the one significant trade
asset the Grizzlies have if they want to
give Gasol, Conley and Chandler Parsons
another shot next season.
But any trades most likely come near
the deadline. That’s weeks and weeks
away. Until then, the Grizzlies have to
keep playing. The more they lose, the
better their chances to get a good lottery
pick in the next draft. That’s the theory.
Of course, the lottery is called the lottery for a reason. And this franchise’s track
record suggests that even if they get a high
lottery pick it’s very possible to blow it.
So until those matters sort themselves
out – from the ownership situation on
down – there are only the games and the
pride that Gasol, Conley, Randolph and
Allen – and yes, even Matt Barnes – tried
to uphold night after night.
If nothing else, those Grizzlies would
usually give their all on the defensive
end while slogging ahead in the mud on
offense.
“We always had a mindset here that
you can have a tough night offensively,”

Gasol said, “but if we don’t score, you
don’t score. When you play defense together, basketball has a way of taking care
of you on the other end.”
After Gasol mentioned he wasn’t
sleeping well at night, I asked him if he
believed other players on this team were
as bothered by all this losing as he is.
“I couldn’t tell you that,” he said.
“Everybody has to look in the mirror and
as a man you have to take it personally
because wearing this jersey means a lot.”
As Gasol spoke, no other players were
at their lockers. It was as though he was
on an island. He may not be quite the
player he once was, but he’s still a toptier center and more than that, Marc
Gasol respects the name “Grizzlies” on
his jersey and what the previous seven
years of being a playoff team has meant.
So does Zach Randolph, even as he
plays for a similarly bad team out in
Sacramento.
Even crazy Matt Barnes respected
the jersey.
Is it really too much to ask the same of
the Ben McLemores of the world?
The answer, sadly, is yes.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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Former Athletic Director Dickey
Has Confidence in Fulmer, Pruitt
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Doug Dickey lived and
breathed some of Tennessee’s
football glory days, and he would
like nothing better than to see
those days return.
Dickey, 85, retired and living in Jacksonville, Florida, still
loves Tennessee football. He
coached the Vols to the Litkenhous national championship
in 1967 when the Vols finished
9-2. USC, 9-1, was declared
the national champs in the AP,
Coaches, FWAA and NFF polls.
He also was Tennessee’s athletic director when the Vols won
a consensus national championship in 1998 with Phillip Fulmer
as head coach.
Fulmer, fired as Tennessee’s coach in 2008, is now UT’s
athletic director, taking the job
Dec. 1 after John Currie’s tenure
ended earlier the same day with
a paid suspension that will eventually be a firing.
Fulmer last week hired Alabama defensive coordinator
Jeremy Pruitt as Tennessee’s
coach to succeed Butch Jones,
who was fired with two games
left in his fifth season.
Pruitt’s hiring ended an exhaustive search and wild sequence of events rarely, if ever,
seen in college sports.
Dickey was among those applauding the hiring of Fulmer.
“I think under the circumstances, Dr. (Beverly) Davenport
and president Joe DiPietro made
a great decision to ask (Fulmer)
to come back in and take it over,”
Dickey says.
“I think it was an excellent
move on their part, and Phillip
will do a wonderful job of putting the family back together
there in a way that will be a
comfort zone for both the coach
and the fans.”
UT fans could use some
comfort after the Currie fiasco
with one coach after another
turning down the job, Currie’s
near hiring of Ohio State defensive coordinator Greg Schiano,
and Currie interviewing Washington State coach Mike Leach
in Los Angeles without the approval of Davenport.

Former Tennessee Vols football coach Butch Jones, left, poses with
former Tennessee coaches Phil Fulmer, center, and Doug Dickey
before the inductions to the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame on May
17, 2014, in Nashville, Tennessee. 
(AP Photo/Mark Humphrey)

Tennessee Vols AD Phil Fulmer poses with new head football coach
Jeremy Pruitt. 
(Kyle Zedaker/Tennessee Athletics)
Dickey didn’t want to revisit
any of Currie’s coaching chase.
“I don’t have any take on
it,” Dickey says. “I wasn’t close
enough to have any take on it.”
Pruitt, who signed a six-year
contract worth $3.8 million per
year, has never been a college
head coach but established
himself as a top defensive coordinator at Florida State (2013),
Georgia (2014-15) and Alabama
(2016-17).
He was on staff of three
national championship teams
at Alabama (2009, 2011, 2012)
and was defensive coordinator
for Florida State’s undefeated
national championship team
in 2013.
Pruitt was chosen National
Recruiter of the Year in 2012 by
247Sports.
“I think he’s a fine choice,”
Dickey adds. “He seems to have
all the credentials of success that
anybody could possibly have as
an assistant coach, so he’s ready
to take the next step, and let’s
hope it works out at Tennessee.”
It worked out for Dickey at
Tennessee.
The former Florida quarterback (1951-53) helped turn
the Vols’ program around while
establishing some Tennessee
football traditions that still exist.
His first UT team in 1964

went 4-5-1, 1-5-1 in the SEC.
Two years later, the Vols finished
9-2, won the SEC with a 6-0
record and won the Litkenhous
national championship. Dickey
won another SEC championship
in 1969 when the Vols went 5-1
in the conference and 9-2 overall
after a 14-13 loss to Florida in the
Gator Bowl.
During his time at Tennessee, Dickey established three
longstanding traditions for Vols
football:
• The “Power T” on helmets,
which he began in 1964
• The painting of end zones
in orange-and-white checkerboard, also started in 1964
• The team running through
the marching band’s “T” formation before games, which he
began in 1965.
“I have a lot of wonderful
memories of Tennessee,” Dickey
recalls. “That’s a whole book.
Obviously, when you’ve won
some championships, those
teams have a way of sticking with
you, probably better than others, but at the same time, there
are a lot of players I’ll always
remember.
“We had about an eight-year
run there with mine and the first
couple of years with Bill Battle,
and then when Peyton (Manning) was there (playing quar-

terback from 1994-97), there was
another seven- to eight-year run
that was pretty good.
“Those are the memories
I have of the really good, topflight performances year in and
year out of success, and the
program’s national visibility as a
top contender in the top 10 (nationally). Those are the things I
think about when I think about
Tennessee.”
Dickey left to become Florida’s coach after the 1969 season,
spending the next nine years
(1970-78) in the position. He
then coached one year at Colorado’s (1979) before returning
to Tennessee as athletic director
in 1985.
One of Tennessee’s best
football runs was from 1993 to
1999 when Dickey was athletic
director, Fulmer was head coach
and Joe Johnson was university
president.
UT has lacked such top-tobottom stability since then, and
Dickey explained it needs to
return for the football program
to be successful.
“It’s very important that that
happens,” Dickey says. “I think
John Currie had done a nice
job of trying to bring everybody
together. It just didn’t work out
right at the end there, and so
now we have what we have, and
we can’t look back any farther
than Phillip.
“Phillip is in the position to
be a uniting force among the ac-

tive people on campus, both the
administration and the employees of the athletic department
and the coaches, and he will also
help bring together a very positive note to the fan base.
“I think the new coach
(Pruitt) certainly has a wonderful leader in the athletic director
there to help him.”
Pruitt, a native of Rainsville,
Alabama, was a starting safety
at Middle Tennessee State University for two years (1993-94)
before transferring to Alabama,
where he was a reserve defensive
back for two years (1995-96)
playing for Crimson Tide coach
Gene Stallings.
After serving as a graduate
assistant at Alabama for one
year (1997), Pruitt became a high
school assistant and coached
under his father, Dale Pruitt,
at Fort Payne (Alabama) High,
and Plainview (Alabama) High,
before coaching Alabama state
power Hoover High.
Pruitt has spent his entire
career as a defensive coach. Tennessee hasn’t had a head coach
with a defensive background
since Gen. Robert Neyland
(1926-34, 1936-40 and 1946-52).
“Well, if you’re a defensive
coach, certainly you’ll have to
hire an offensive coordinator to
work with him,” Dickey points
out. “But the head coach is on
both sides of the ball along with
link continued on P29
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link continued from P28

the kicking game, too, so the head
coach is responsible for all of it and
what happens or fails to happen.
(Pruitt) will be the one who selects
his assistants to help him.”
Dickey retired as Tennessee’s
athletic director in July of 2003, and
UT has had four ADs since then:
Mike Hamilton (2003-11), Dave
Hart (2011-2017), Currie (April
1-Dec. 1) and Fulmer.
While keeping up with Tennessee football, Dickey stays busy with
his 12 grandchildren. Three of them
have been or are quarterbacks
in college: Dallas Dickey at West
Georgia (2012-15), Rylan Wells at
Jacksonville University (2013-17)
and Rogan Wells at Valdosta State
(2016-present).
Dallas Dickey is the son of Daryl
Dickey, former Tennessee quarterback (1982-85) and former head
coach at West Georgia (2008-13).
“It’s wonderful following all the
success that those boys have had,”
Doug Dickey says. “It’s exciting.
I’ve enjoyed watching that.”
Dickey would love to watch
Tennessee football make a comeback under Pruitt. UT hasn’t been
to the SEC Championship game
since 2007 and hasn’t won an SEC
Championship game since 1998.
Tennessee is coming off the first
eight-loss season and the first winless SEC season in program history.
And it has had three failed coaching
hires since Fulmer was fired: Lane
Kiffin (2009), Derek Dooley (201012) and Jones (2013-17).
“Certainly, it would be a very,
very, very wonderful feeling to
see Tennessee do well,” Dickey
acknowledges.
“I pull for ’em, and I hope that
they do their very best to get back
there, and I think they have the kind
of leadership that certainly gives
them a chance to get there.
“Both Phillip and coach Pruitt
have been there, so when you have
people that have been there at that
level, then they have the ability to
try to put that back together again.”
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

TIGERS FOOTBALL NOTEBOOK

Strong Season Sets Recruiting Table for Tigers
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

The Tigers’ Dec. 30 date
with Iowa State in the AutoZone Liberty Bowl isn’t far
off. But closing in even faster
is college football’s new early
signing period from Dec. 20-22
for high school seniors headed
to a Division 1 school.
The traditional signing period of February to April 1 still
exists, but it is expected many
prep players will sign during
the early period.
Dan Lanning, recruiting
coordinator at the University
of Memphis, says they expect
to have some early signings.
And they hope to take advantage of a 10-2 season that
includes wins over UCLA and
Navy when they were in the
Top 25 and a good showing in
the American Athletic Conference championship game,
where the Tigers lost to UCF in
double-overtime.
It also doesn’t hurt that
second-year coach Mike Norvell has signed a new fiveyear contract and that wide
receiver Anthony Miller and
kick returner Tony Pollard
have been landing on various
All-American teams.
“The stage we’ve been able
to play on this entire year and
the success we’ve been able
to have is a great tool for us
in recruiting,” Lanning said.
“There’s not a living room we’ll
step in nowadays that isn’t familiar with our program.”
Memphis is second in the
nation in scoring offense with
47.7 points per game (UCF is
first). The connection from
quarterback Riley Ferguson
to Miller and other players is
well-known.

Memphis Tigers' record-setting duo QB Riley Ferguson, left, and WR Anthony Miller have given
Memphis fans plenty to smile about this season.
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)
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And there has been no
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Norvell’s status as Memphis’
football coach as the annual
Liberty Bowl approaches.
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Pinnacle Financial Partners is expanding its footprint
across the metro area with new loan production
in Southaven, Bartlett and DeSoto County, and
offices
more to come.
(Daily News/Houston Cofield)
FINANCIAL SERVICES

ANDY MEEK

ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Executives with Pinnacle Financial Partners
in Memphis are “so granular” in maintaining
a
pipeline of candidates they’d like to recruit
to
work at the bank that they meet every week
to
discuss the pool of potential hires.
Pinnacle also is aggressively building out
its presence in Memphis and beyond by using

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

locations like new loan production offices
to
establish a toehold in new areas where it would
like to grow its business. To the point where the
bank might eventually want to put a new branch
in those areas.
All of it is part of a roadmap Pinnacle is following toward a specific goal – to grow assets
in
the Memphis MSA to $2.5 billion five years after

Shelby County commissioners voted Monday, Dec. 4, to hire
another attorney to represent it in
an ongoing legal battle with county
mayor Mark Luttrell over opioid
litigation. And the commission
approved a resolution declaring
opioid abuse a “public nuisance”
as an opening to legal depositions of opioid manufacturers and
distributors.
Both actions were added to the
commission agenda Monday and
were followed by intense debate.
Attorney Allan Wade, attorney
for the Memphis City Council who
also represents the city administration on individual matters, will
continue to represent the commission in a Chancery Court case before Chancellor Jim Kyle.
Kyle ruled last month that the
commission overstepped its duties in the county charter by hiring a law firm and filing a lawsuit
in Circuit Court against two dozen
opioid manufacturers and distributors. Kyle said that is the responsibility of the county mayor under
the county charter.
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MEMPHIS VS. POWER 5
AND BIG 12
At one level, Memphis is
playing Iowa State. The Cyclones are accomplished, too.
Although they are just 7-5 and
have lost three of their last

KEEPING IT SIMPLE
Last season, the Tigers had
almost a month to prepare for
the Boca Raton Bowl against
Western Kentucky. Memphis

Shelby
4
: THDA report:
in state. Page
DAILY DIGESTdrop but still highest

four games, they knocked off
Oklahoma on Oct. 7 when they
were No. 3 in the country and
upset TCU on Oct. 28 when the
Horned Frogs were No. 4.
But for Memphis, snubbed
by the Big 12 from even making
the final cut for expansion consideration, and operating outside the Power 5, it’s a chance
to make a statement beyond
its No. 20 status in the College
Football Playoff rankings.
“It’s always just another
game, we’ll take it like we did
last game and the one before
that,” said sophomore linebacker Bryce Huff. “But it’s a
Power 5, so there’s a lot more
hype behind it.”
Said redshirt freshman
safety Josh Perry: “We were
hoping we were going to get
in the Big 12, but we didn’t. So
we just took that as another on
chip on the shoulder to keep
working, keep pushing.”

lost that game 51-31 and defensive coordinator Chris Ball
learned something from it.
Namely, that focusing on
the fundamentals offers more
benefits than trying to pack
the defensive game plan with
a bunch of new plays.
“You gotta be careful,” Ball
said, “because it’s easy to think
you can add a lot of new stuff.
We’re still in the middle of recruiting. Last year, I thought we
made a mistake. We went into
the game with a lot more stuff
than we should have.
“We gotta keep that package small so our kids can play
fast.”

The Tigers also are tied
for fourth in the country in
turnover margin at 14 (30 takeaways, 16 turnovers).
“We’re pretty well-recognized for some of the things
we do on offense and special
teams (Pollard has four kick
returns for touchdowns), some
of the takeaways and explosive
plays on defense,” Lanning
said. “But at the end of the day,
I think (recruits) see us going
out and beating those Top-25
teams and competing for a
championship. And the ability
to play a TV game every week
is really important.
“We’re able to recruit a different kid here than they were
10 years ago, no doubt.”

The 1968 album
includes songs “The Immortal Otis Redding,”
recorded at Stax
on display at the
in the weeks before
Stax Museum
of American Soul
Redding died
in December 1967.
Music,
(Daily News/Houston
ARTS & ENTERTAI

Cofield)

NMENT

Been Loving
You Too Long”
from Redding’s
breakthrough
Almost 50 years
performa nce
plane crash while to the day after he died in a
at the 1967 Monterey
Festival.
on tour, the image
Pop
of soul singer
and sound
Otis Redding
“I just couldn’t
remains vital
relevant – and
believe that version,”
and said in
heard.
a September Q&A
Lynch
Redding showed
with Pitchfork
zine. “So much
magafeeling comes
al of “Twin Peaks,” up in the recent revivthrough that thing.
It’s one of my
and the show’s
all-time favorites.
David Lynch,
creator,
chose the live
I just go nuts.
I
version of “I’ve
BILL DRIES

bdries@memphisdailynew

s.com

REDDING CONTINUED

memphisdailyne
ws.com
facebook.com/M
emphisDailyNew
s
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

HOSPITAL CONTINUED

INSIDE
NEWS
Daily Digest.......................
........6
Events & Announcem
ents....6
©2017 The Daily

News Publishing

ON P9

“The trend has
been years in
the making,”
said Tom Wiffler,
UnitedHea lthcare
CEO. “Indemnity products
have been around
for decades.
I think employers
are recognizin
g that
value in providing there is real
these kinds of
plans.”
Roughly 21 percent
of employers with more
than 500 employees now offer
hospital
coverage, according indemnity
to the Mercer
National Survey
of Employer
Sponsored Health
Plans.
“The benefit
can be found
in
just basic peace
of mind that the
ON P7

RECORDS
NOTICES
Bankruptcies .......................
....12 Bid Notices
..............................31
Building Permits
.....................13
Court Notices .......................
Court Filings .......................
.29
.....10 Foreclosures
............................16
Real Estate Transactions
.....13 Misc.
Notices.......................
...31

Company • Memphis,

Tennessee • Established

1886 • 132nd year

• Call 901.523.1561

to subscribe

1886 • 132nd year

Covering Memphis Since 1886 • www.memphisdailynews.com

www.thememphisnews.com

30 December 15-21, 2017

T E N N E S S E E T I TA N S

‘Ugly’ Titans Offense Can No Longer Be Ignored
TERRY MCCORMICK
Nashville Sports Correspondent

It had been festering for
weeks, but the Tennessee Titans
seemed to push the matter aside
as they were squeezing out close
wins against the NFL’s thirdeasiest schedule.
“Winning ugly” is how it
was seen through rose-colored
glasses, with an 8-4 record as
exhibit 1.
The Titans were finding ways
to win, despite not playing their
best, racking up victories against
the Luck-less Colts, the Watsonless Texans and other dregs like
the Bengals and winless Browns.
Not to worry, the optimists
said while adjusting their tinted
shades, the offense will come
around.
But now, after Sunday’s desert debacle, the 8-5 Titans can no
longer play off their passing bad
as just a passing fad.
Nor can they ignore that
Marcus Mariota has regressed
to the point where they really
don’t know what to expect from
him on a game-to-game basis.
For a guy who seemed destined for superstardom toward
the end of his second NFL season, Mariota now posts passing
numbers more reminiscent of
Vince Young or Jake Locker with
just 10 touchdown passes and 14
interceptions.
His passer rating is now 76.9
for the year, placing him behind
the likes of Colts fill-in Jacoby
Brissett, Blake Bortles, Eli Manning and Jay Cutler.
He ranks 25th in the NFL
among QBs with 300 or more
passing attempts.
So, with three weeks left in
the regular season and the Titans
desperately needing to squeeze
out wins to secure their first
playoff berth in nine years, what
can be done to fix Mariota and
the offense?
Probably not much, until or
unless Mariota regains his edge
or the Titans find ways to play
better around him.
Coach Mike Mularkey insists
the Titans’ offensive woes are,
to use his words, “very fixable.”
One thing is certain: Whatever is very fixable, there is
certainly a lot of it that needs to
be fixed.

Tennessee Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota (8) played poorly
again on Sunday and the Titans (8-5) lost to the Arizona Cardinals,
scoring a season-low 7 points.
(Tom Hauck via AP)
“There’s things in life that
aren’t (fixable); this is one that
is,” Mularkey says. “We’ve got
a good group, we’ve got a very
good staff – very, very veteran
staff that’s been in a lot of meetings and a lot of rooms, and a lot
of games and been with a lot of
players.
“Fortunately these guys trust
what we’re going to do – again,
looking it all over, how we can
get better, everybody is. It’s being addressed.”
On Monday, Mularkey admitted that part of Mariota’s
problems stem from his injuries, and he has a new one, a
left knee sprain, that occurred
during Sunday’s 12-7 loss to the
Cardinals.
Mariota’s injury issues this
season are well-documented
and actually date back to last
year, when he broke his right
fibula on Christmas Eve against
Jacksonville.
The offseason was spent

rehabbing that injury, not readying to take the next step as a
quarterback. And when Mariota
admitted that many of his errant
throws have been the result of
poor technique and not setting
his feet and stepping into his
passes, the logical conclusion
is that the leg injury is affecting
his throws.
Mularkey, when asked if
Mariota might be affected physically or even subconsciously,
says maybe at first, but the
in-season injuries (a strained
hamstring and now a sprained
knee) are to blame, as well.
“Maybe earlier in the year I’d
say yes to that (leg injury affecting his throws),” Mularkey says.
“I don’t know as much now as
much as the injuries he’s sustained during this year affecting
those, like this last one.”
While the quarterback shoulders much of the blame when an
offense fails, Mariota is far from
the only culprit here. The offen-
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sive line and the running game
have been hot and cold. When
it is cold, as it was Sunday, the
passing game has not been good
enough to offset it.
Why is that? Well, it goes far
beyond just Mariota’s inaccuracies. There is mounting evidence
that he does not trust most of his
receivers.
Only Delanie Walker seems
completely exempt from this
mistrust, and therefore, you see
the disproportionate number of
targets that go his way.
Rookies Corey Davis and
Taywan Taylor are still unpolished as route runners in the
timing offense the Titans employ. Each had a bad mistake last
Sunday, with Taylor not turning
around soon enough to catch
what could have been a big gain
in the middle of the field, and
Davis not getting on top in a
crossing route, catching it a yard
short of a first down.
Those types of mistakes have
not been isolated incidents.
In Arizona, on the final play,
the Titans apparently did not
consider either of them a worthy option, instead lobbing an
incomplete pass in the direction
of full-time cornerback and parttime offensive contributor Adoree’ Jackson on fourth-and-10.
Which leads, of course, to
questions about the play calling

in general.
Certainly Mularkey and offensive coordinator Terry Robiskie have their share of culpability in seeing a productive offense
in 2016 (11th overall) unraveled
in the stretch run of 2017.
The Titans rank 21st out of 32
teams this week in total offense.
Their passing offense ranks 27th.
Offensive coordinators are
the easy scapegoat when teams
don’t move the ball and score
seven points against the NFL’s
24th-best defense (Arizona) or
12 points against the winless,
hapless Browns.
There are times when the
offense seems content to do just
enough to get by, and Robiskie’s
play sheet sometimes seems
about as creative as the phone
book.
Worse yet, once the Titans
have a lead, the game plans often
tend to become even more constricting and predictable.
A struggling quarterback,
an inconsistent running game,
unreliable pass catchers and
sketchy play calling – add it up
and the sum total is an underachieving Titans offense that
might yet be “very fixable.”
But it must happen very
soon.
Terry McCormick covers the
Titans for TitanInsider.com.
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 27, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
14, 2012, Document No. 12004686,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Fayette County, Tennessee, executed
by Stephen P Perez, Jr and Dana
W Perez, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank,
N A; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on January 4, 2018
on or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
All that parcel of land in Fayette
County, State of Tennessee, being
known and designated as Lot 42,
Phase IV, Crooked Creek Estates,
filed in Plat Book 8, Page 30.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 405 Crooked
Creek Drive, Oakland, TN 38060
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback
lines that may be applicable; any
statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as
well as any priority created by a fixture
filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might
disclose. In addition, the following
parties may claim an interest in the
above- referenced property:
STEPHEN P PEREZ, JR
DANA W PEREZ
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC AS SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO GE CAPITAL
RETAIL BANK/SAM’S CLUB
The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 324754
DATED November 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13576
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 26, 1999, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded May 6, 1999, in
Book No. 512, at Page 394, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Fayette
County, Tennessee, executed by Albert
Crutcher and Rhonda M. Crutcher,
conveying certain property therein
described to American Title Company
as Trustee for Centex Home Equity
Corporation; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by The Bank of New York Mellon as
Indenture trustee for Nationstar Home
Equity Loan Trust 2009-A.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,

P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by The Bank of New
York Mellon as Indenture trustee for
Nationstar Home Equity Loan Trust
2009-A, will, on January 8, 2018 on or
about 9:00 AM, at the Fayette County
Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee,
offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre- approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at an iron stake in the
north line of Will Mebane 45 acre
tract (known as Lot No. 3 in the case
of Will Mebane vs. Tom Mebane,
Minute Book “CC”, Page 325), this
point being the southwest corner
of a 52 acre tract originally owned
by Tom Mebane (known as Lot No. 1
in the above mentioned case), said
52 acres now owned by Frank Green
and E.V. Braswell, the southeast
corner of the Martha Coburn 43 acre
tract (known as Lot No. 2 in the
above mentioned case) and being
the southeast corner of the tract
herein described, from said point
of beginning North 89 degrees 15
minutes West
209.6 feet to an iron stake, in the
north line of the said Mebane tract;
thence north 1037.7 feet to an iron
stake in the south line of the W.J.
Rivers, Jr. 1.0 acre lot; thence East
209.6 feet to an iron stake in the
west line of the original said Lot No.
1; thence South 1040.4 feet to the
point of beginning and containing
5.0 acres.
Parcel No. 2 Beginning at a Spanish oak on south side of Houston
Road, a northeast corner of Lot
No. 2, a northwest corner of Lot
No. 1 ( see Minute Book CC, Page
325, County Court Clerk’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, ) by
deed or survey or R.T. Peak would
be south as a fence stands and is
called the line used the fence as
South 5 degrees West 209 feet to
a stake in fence, thence with residue of Martha Coburn North 86 1/2
degrees West 209 feet to a stake
in field a southwest corner of this
one acre, thence north 5 degrees
East 209 feet to a stake on south
side of Houston Road; thence with
south margin of said road South
86 1/2 degrees East 209 feet to
the point of beginning, containing
only one acre.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 4535 Canadaville
Loop, Eads, TN 38028
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ALBERT CRUTCHER
RHONDA M. CRUTCHER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 325946
DATED November 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13577
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 8, 2018 at 1:30PM local time,
at the south door, Fayette County Courthouse, 16755 Highway 64, Somerville,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Joshua Muston and Cristin

Muston, husband and wife, to Jeanine
B. Saylor, Trustee, as trustee for Magna
Bank on May 22, 2008 at Instrument
No. 08004068; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 58, Fair Meadows of Oakland
Subdivision, Section B, as shown
on plat of record in Plat Book 8,
Page 133 in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
Street Address: 225 Whispering
Meadows Drive, Oakland, Tennessee 38060
Parcel Number: 087H B 001.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Joshua
Muston and Cristin Muston
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 225
Whispering Meadows Drive, Oakland,
Tennessee 38060, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Joshua Muston and
Cristin Muston, husband and wife,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid

towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 13-046454
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13586
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in
the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated May 28, 1999, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded June 17, 1999, in
Book No. 8, at Page 274, and modified on July 18, 2008, Document No.
08005336 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Barbara A. Morton and
Billy Morton, conveying certain property
therein described to Robert A. Saliba as
Trustee for StarMortgage Corporation;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by MidFirst Bank.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by MidFirst Bank, will,
on February 15, 2018 on or about 1:00
PM, at the Fayette County Courthouse,
Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived in
the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Fayette County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot A-6, Phase 3, Cotton Bend
Subdivision, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Book 6, Page 196,
in the Register’s Office of Fayette
County, Tennessee, to which plat
reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property. Being the same property
conveyed to Grantor(s) by deed of
evendate, being recorded simultaneously herewith. Billy Morton joins in
the execution of this instrument for
the sole purpose of relinquishing any
and all marital rights which he might
have in and to the above described
property by virtue of his marriage
to Barbara A. Morton, but will not
be responsible for the repayment of
this obligation.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 40 Cotton Bend
Cove, Rossville, TN 38066-4072
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property:
BARBARA A. MORTON
BILLY MORTON
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEvELOPMENT
SUNTRUST BANK
SOMERvILLE BANK & TRUST
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right

is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
326571
DATED December 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13589
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 5, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the south front door of the Fayette
County Courthouse, 1 Court Square,
Somerville, TN 38068, pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by Jacquelin M.
Chearis, to William C. Ford, as Trustee
for Conseco Finance Corp. – Alabama,
dated December 8, 1997, of record in
Book D531, Page 820, in the Register’s
Office for Fayette County, Tennessee
(“Deed of Trust”), conducted by Padgett
Law Group, having been appointed
Substitute Trustee, all of record in
the Fayette County Register’s Office.
Default in the performance of the covenants, terms, and conditions of said
Deed of Trust has been made; and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Other interested parties: Heirs of Jacquelin M. Chearis
Party entitled to enforce the debt:
U.S. Bank, N.A., as Trustee for Manufactured Housing Contract Senior/
Subordinate Pass-Through Certificate
Trust 2000-2
The hereinafter described real property
located in Fayette County will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: Beginning at an
iron as found in the north margin of
Havenhill Drive, being the SE corner
of Lot # 232 of the Terra Alta Subdivision, thence with the EBL of lot #232
N 7° W 301.03 ft. to an iron as found,
thence N 83° E 171.23 ft. to an iron
as found, being the NW corner of lot
#230 of said subdivision, thence with
the WBL of lot #230 S 7° E 301.03 ft.
to an iron as found in the north margin
of Havenhilll Drive, being the SW corner
of Lot #230, thence with the north
Margin of said drive S 83° W 171.23 ft.
to the beginning and containing 1.183
acres. Together with that certain 2000
80x16 Manufactured Home, I.D. No.
ALBUS29061.
Street Address: The street address of
the property is believed to be Heaven
Hill Road (per Deed of Trust), 80 Heaven
Hill Drive (per Tax Assessor), Somerville, TN 38068, but such address is
not part of the legal description of
the property. In the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 094H A 02000
000094J
Current owner(s) of Property: Heirs of
Jacquelin M. Chearis
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOYMENT OR
THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
Title to the manufactured home may be
transferred by Bill of Sale or Certificate
of title, as the case may require.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon anContinued on Page 32
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Continued from Page 31
nouncement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group
Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#17-005243
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13592

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Keri Lynn
Spellings, to R. Bradley Sigler, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Reg-

istration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Franklin American Mortgage Company
on January 26, 2005 at Book T 1643,
Page 544; conducted by Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEING LOT NO. 41 OF SECTION1
OF THE SUBDIvISION OF BEMIS
COMPANY, INC. PROPERTY, PLAT OF
WHICH APPEARS TO RECORD IN THE
REGISTER’S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, IN PLAT BOOK
2, PAGE 179, ET SEQ., REFERENCE
TO WHICH PLAT IS MADE FOR A MORE
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SAID
PARCEL OF REAL ESTATE SHOWING
ITS LOCATION AND THE APPROXIMATE LENGTH AND DIRECTION OF
BOUNDARY LINES.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONvEYED TO THE WITHIN NAMED
GRANTOR BY DEED OF EvEN DATE,
WHICH INSTRUMENT IS BEING
RECORDED SIMULTANEOUSLY
HEREWITH.
Street Address: 113 Roberts St,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Secondary Property Address: Jackson
Parcel Number: 99L-B-020.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Keri
Lynn Spellings
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
113 Roberts St, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limi-

tation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Keri Lynn Spellings,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
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will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113872
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13564
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated February 28, 2017,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
23, 2017, in Book No. T2041, at
Page 1943, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Jeffrey A. Shuler and
Julia Gail Shuler, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold
M. Weiss as Trustee for Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on December 21,
2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
The following described property:
Beginning at an iron pin in the
north margin of Mifflin Road, the
same being northwest a distance
of 1,372.1 feet as measured along
the north margin of said road from
the southeast corner of the same
tract of land conveyed to Vaughn
David and wife Margaret A. David
from Guy L Hudson and wife Ruth
by deed of record In Deed Book No.
284, at page 263, In the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee, and said beginning point being
the southeast corner of the parcel
herein described, and the southwest
corner of Billy Mac Taylor; thence
along a line 30 feet north of and
parallel to the centerline of said
road, north 55 degrees 50 minutes
west a distance of 150 feet to an
iron pin at the southwest corner of
the parcel herein described and a
southeast corner of Vaughn David;
thence along the east boundary
line of same, north 23 degrees 31
minutes east a distance of 300 feet
to an iron pin in a fence line, the
same being the northwest corner
of the parcel herein described and
an “E11” corner of David; thence
along a south boundary line of David
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south 55 degrees 50 minutes east
a distance of 150 feet to an Iron
pin at the northwest corner of Billy
Mac Taylor; thence along the west
boundary line of same south 23
degrees 31 minutes west a distance
of 300 feet to the beginning and
containing one (1) acre.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 743 Mifflin Road,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JEFFREY A. SHULER
JULIA GAIL SHULER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 326219
DATED November 21, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13570
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 13, 2008, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded July 16, 2008,
in Book No. T1837, at Page 1517,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Michael Henderson, conveying certain property therein described to U.S.
Bank Trust Company National Association as Trustee for U.S. Bank National
Association N.D.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
U.S. Bank, National Association successor by merger to U.S. Bank National
Association, N.D..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank, National
Association successor by merger to
U.S. Bank National Association, N.D.,
will, on December 21, 2017 on or
about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being real
estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
SITUATED IN THE FOURTH WARD
OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, COUNTY
OF MADISON AND STATE OF TENNESSEE: BEGINNING AT A PIPE
ON THE WEST MARGIN OF GLENDALE AVENUE (20 FEET AT RIGHT
ANGLES FROM CENTERLINE) AT THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF RICK BUTLER AS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK
542, PAGE 426, IN THE REGISTER’S
OFFICE OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE; THENCE WITH THE WEST
MARGIN OF GLENDALE AVENUE
SOUTH A DISTANCE OF 50 FEET
TO AN IRON PIN AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF FRED MICHIE;
THENCE WITH MICHIE’S NORTH
LINE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 03 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 142.80
FEET TO AN IRON PIN ON THE EAST
LINE OF HAROLD HARDEN; THENCE
WITH HARDEN’S EAST LINE AND
THE EAST LINE OF AUDIE SMITH
NORTH A DISTANCE OF 50 FEET TO
A PIPE AT BUTLER’S SOUTHWEST

CORNER; THENCE WITH BUTLER’S
SOUTH LINE NORTH 88 DEGREES
03 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF
142.80 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, AS SURVEYED BY DAVID
HALL LAND SURVEYING COMPANY,
R. L. S. NUMBER 943, ON MARCH
18, 1996.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 111 Glendale
Street, Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MICHAEL HENDERSON
SOUTHWEST TENNESSEE DEvELOPMENT DISTRICT
CATELYN HENDERSON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 325114
DATED November 27, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13574
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 8, 2018 on or about 1:00PM local
time, at the Main entrance (North Door)
of the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, conducted by
the Substitute Trustee as identified
and set forth herein below, pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by KELvIN
MERCER AND vIvIAN J. MERCER, to
HOLMES, RICH, SIGLER, ATTY, Trustee,
on October 26, 2005, at Record Book
T1714, Page 908 as Instrument No.
05020734 in the real property records
of Madison County Register’s Office,
Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR
RESIDENTIAL ASSET MORTGAGE
PRODUCTS, INC., MORTGAGE ASSETBACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-NC1
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
Map 144 Parcel 55.13
Beginning at an iron rod set in the west
margin of Stone Road, 50 feet wide,
being N 09 degrees 32 minutes 55 seconds W 232.04 feet from and iron rod
found at the northeast corner of Dennis
Thomas, thence a new line through
Leroy Woods (DB. 166, pg.064) S 70
14 minutes 08 seconds W 210.00 feet
to an iron rod set; thence continuing
through woods N 19 45 minutes 58
seconds W 210.00 feet to an iron rod
set; thence continuing through said
Woods N 70 14 minutes 08 seconds
E 210.00 feet to an iron rod set in
the said west margin of Stone Road;
thence with said margin a straight line
call of S 19 45 minutes 58 seconds E
210.00 feet to the point of beginning,
containing 1.01 acre.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 534, page 661, in the
Register`s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Tax ID: 144 055.13
Current Owner(s) of Property: KELvIN
MERCER AND vIvIAN J. MERCER
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
294 Stone Rd, Pinson, TN 38366, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITH-

OUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: None
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM File No. 17-001701-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
Substitute Trustee(s)
Premier Building, Suite 404
5217 maryland Way
BrentWood, tenneSSee 37027
PHone: (615) 238-3630
email: tnSaleS@mWzmlaW.com
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13579
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 3, 2018 at 11:00 am local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Shane Little and
Melissa Little, to Transcontinental Title,
Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Lenders Network USA, Inc. on December
29, 1998 at Book T1167, Page 185;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake in the northern
margin of Oak Drive, this point being
located at the southwest corner of
the lot conveyed to Betty June Little
(now Clymor) by Quit-Claim Deed from
Bruce Little, dated April 30, 1968,
of record in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee in Deed
Book 241, page 622; runs thence in
a northern direction with the western
line of Betty June Little Clymor, 100
feet to a stake at Clymor’s northwest
corner; runs thence in an easterly
direction with the northern line of
Clymor 100 feet to a stake at Clymor’s
northeast corner; runs thence in a
northernly direction with the western
boundary line of W. A. Hearn, 116
feet to a stake, being the northeast
corner of this parcel of land, and being
a common corner with W. A. Hearn;
runs thence in a southeasterly direction with the southern boundary line
of W. A. Hearn, 250 feet to a stake;
runs thence in a southerly direction
137 feet to a stake in the northern

margin of Oak Drive; runs thence in a
easternly direction with the northern
margin of Oak Drive, 240 feet to the
point of beginning. This is a part and
parcel of the real estate in which Ethel
Sparks Ryals inherited an undivided
interest as one of the heirs at law of
A. J. Sparks, deceased, and in which
she acquired the remaining interest
from the other heirs at law by deed
dated February 22, 1946, of record
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee in Deed Book
146, page 149.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONvEYED TO SHANE LITTLE AND WIFE,
MELISSA LITTLE BY WARRANTY DEED
FROM ETHEL SPARKS RYALE DATED
AUGUST 11, 1992 AND RECORDED
IN BOOK 521, PAGE 394, IN THE
REGISTER’S OFFICE FOR MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
Street Address: 4089 Oak Drive,
Pinson, Tennessee 38366
Parcel Number: 145 023.01
Current Owner(s) of Property: Shane
Little
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
4089 Oak Drive, Pinson, Tennessee
38366, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Shane Little and Melissa Little, and those claiming through
him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any

kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-114010
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13578
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Keith B
Boyd and Andrea L Boyd, to Susan voss,
Trustee, as trustee for Regions Bank
d/b/a Regions Mortgage on January
11, 2017 at Book T 2038, Page 980;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Regions Bank, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot One Hundred Seven (107),
Phase I, McClellan Place, a plat to
which appears of record in Plat Book
8 at page 196 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed to
Andrea L. Boyd and husband Keith B.
Boyd by deed recorded in Deed Book
664, page 661 on March 17, 2005
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 7 Larkwood Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 032N B 026.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Andrea
L Boyd and Keith B Boyd
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
7 Larkwood Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Keith B Boyd and
Andrea L Boyd, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
Continued on Page 34
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The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113887
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13580
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Tony Burton and
Lakisha Burton, to Sheila Stevenson,
Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as
nominee for Platinum Mortgage, Inc.
on June 30, 2011 at Book T1907,
Page 721, Instrument No. 11007443;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot 14 in Section II of Oakland
Subdivision, a revised plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 2,
Page 111, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee,
reference to which plat is hereby
made for a more particular description of said lot showing its location
and the length and direction of its
boundary lines.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to the grantors herein by deed of
record in Deed Book 709, Page 785,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, TN.
Street Address: 647 Russell Rd,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 066F D 013.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Tony
Burton
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
647 Russell Rd, Jackson, Tennessee

38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
Bancorpsouth Bank.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Tony Burton and
Lakisha Burton, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt
collector. This may be an attempt to
collect a debt and any information
obtained may be used for that
purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-108944
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13581
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated September 8, 2008,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded September 9, 2008, in Book No. T1841, at
Page 1168, and modified on March 2,
2016, In Book No. T2018, At Page 46

in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Candace Smith, conveying certain
property therein described to Jon
M. Ahern as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Numerica Mortgage,
LLC, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Branch Banking &
Trust Company.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Branch Banking
& Trust Company, will, on January 23,
2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
LAND Lying and being in the Third
Civil District of Madison County, Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows, to wit Map
33N Group C Parcel 52.00. BEGINNING at a point in the north margin
of Harvest Drive, said point is the
southwest corner of Lot No 40,
Section III, Garden Villa Estates, as
recorded in Plat Book 6, page 25
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, thence South
89 degrees 11 minutes West with
the north margin of Harvest Drive
a distance of 61.5 feet to a point,
thence North 00 degrees 49 minutes
West a distance of 134.05 feet to a
point, thence North 89 degrees 11
minutes East a distance of 61.5
feet to the northwest corner of Lot
No. 40, thence South 00 degrees
49 minutes East with the west line
of Lot No. 40 a distance of 134.05
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot No 39 of the aforesaid planned
Subdivision. This description was
written from the recorded plat.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 31 Harvest Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CANDACE SMITH
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 308155
DATED December 6, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13583
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 3, 2018 at 2:00PM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Christine
Bartlett and Neill Bartlett, to Holmes,
Rich & Sigler, Trustee, as trustee for
First Franklin a Division of Nat. City
Bank of IN on May 20, 2005 at Book
T1673, Page 919; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,

and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee, in trust for registered
Holders of First Franklin Mortgage
Loan Trust 2005-FFH3, Asset-Backed
Certificates, Series 2005-FFH3, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake in the east
margin of vega Drive in the northwest
corner of Lot 86 in Section vI, Morford
Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 3, Page 7, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence south 73
degrees 51.1 minutes east 122.25
feet to a stake, the northeast corner
of said Lot 86; thence north 20 degrees 47.3 minutes east 100 feet to
a stake, the southeast corner of Lot
84 of said Subdivision; thence north
73 degrees 46.1 minutes west 125
feet to a stake in the east margin of
vega Drive, the southwest corner of
said Lot 84; runs thence south 19
degrees 12.7 minutes west 100 feet
to the point of beginning, the same
being Lot 85 of Section vI Morford
Subdivision of record aforesaid.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 667, page 762, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 124 vega Dr, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Secondary Property Address: Jackson
Parcel Number: 65A B 29.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Neill
Bartlett and Christine M. Bartlett
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
124 vega Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Department of
Labor and Workforce Development;
Commissioner of Revenue.
The State of Tennessee Department of Revenue has filed notice(s)
of lien at: Notice of State Tax Lien in favor of the State of Tennessee recorded
September 25, 2014 in Book L60 page
1781 Madison County Registry. Notice
required by § 67-1-1433(b)(1) of the
Tennessee Code to be given to the
Tennessee Commissioner of Revenue
has been timely given. The sale of the
land described above will be subject
to the right of the State of Tennessee
to redeem the land as provided for in
§ 67-1-1433(c)(1) of the Tennessee
Code.
The State of Tennessee Department
of Labor has filed notice(s) of lien at:
Notice of State Tax Lien in favor of
the State of Tennessee Dept. of Labor
and Workforce Development recorded
March 20, 2015 in book L61, page
928. Madison County Registry. Notice
required by § 50-7-404(i)(2)(B) of the
Tennessee Code to be given to the
Commissioner of Labor has been timely
given. The sale of the land described
above will be subject to the right of the

State of Tennessee to redeem the land
as provided for in § 50-7-404(i)(3) of
the Tennessee Code.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Christine Bartlett
and Neill Bartlett, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 16-109090
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13584
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 18, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Nakilla Jones and
Brandon Jones, to Arnold M. Weiss,
ESQ., Trustee, as trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A. on April 1, 2009 at
Book T1855, Page 247, Instrument
No. 09004379; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEING Lot No. 8, Block v, John H.
Omar Subdivision, as shown on plat
of record in Plat Book 1, page 211,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, to the Register’s
Office of Madison county, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby
made for a more particular description of said property, said property is
known as 23 Omar Circle, Jackson,
TN 38301.
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Being the same real property conveyed to Brandon Jones and wife,
Nakilla Jones by deed appearing of
record in Deed Book 696, page 1796
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 23 Omar Cir, Jackson,
Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 066M H 018.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Brandon
Jones and Nakilla Jones
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
23 Omar Cir, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Nakilla Jones and
Brandon Jones, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-106475

Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 20, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded May 2,
2006, in Book No. T1755, at Page
504, and modified on November 18,
2016, In Book No. T2034, At Page
1273 in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Dianne R. Awatt, conveying
certain property therein described to
American Title Company as Trustee for
Aames Funding Corporation DBA Aames
Home Loan; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by U.S. Bank National Association,
as Trustee for MASTR Asset Backed
Securities Trust 2006-AM2, Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates, Series
2006-AM2.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by
U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for MASTR Asset Backed
Securities Trust 2006-AM2, Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates, Series
2006-AM2, will, on February 14,
2018 on or about 1:00 PM, at
the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified
funds paid at the conclusion of the
sale, or credit bid from a bank or
other lending entity pre-approved by
the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated
in Madison County, Tennessee, and
being more particularly described as
follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the Southeast margin of St. James Cove (20
feet at right angles from centerline)
at the Northwest corner of Lot 58,
Section VII, Burlington Park Estates,
as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page
219, in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee; thence with
the Southeast margin of St. James
Cove, North 44 degrees 57 minutes
East a distance of 136 feet to an
iron pin at the Northwest corner of
Lot 36; thence South 0 degrees 03
minutes East a distance of 158.39
feet to an iron pin; thence South
18 degrees 29 minutes 44 seconds
West a distance of 27 feet to an iron
pin at the Northeast corner of Lot
58, North 44 degrees 58 minutes 20
seconds West a distance of 124.02
feet to the point of beginning. Being Lot 57, Section VII, revised,
Burlington Park Estate, platted as
aforesaid, as surveyed by David Hall
Land surveying Company, R.L.S. No.
943, dated June 13, 1994.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 22 Saint James
Cove, Jackson, TN 38305-7400
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any
prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture
filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might
disclose. In addition, the following
parties may claim an interest in the
above-referenced property:
DIANNE R. AWATT
TENNESSEE HOUSING DEvELOPMENT
AGENCY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 214411
DATED December 12, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,

Successor Trustee
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13588

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Douglas P. Kirkhart
and Pattie R. Kirkhart, to Tipton &
Owen, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Insouth Bank on January 11, 2008 at Record Book 1379,
Page 506, Instrument No. 112832;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 88, Section D, Green Pastures
Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in Plat Cabinet G, Slide 42-B, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Property subject to subdivision
restriction, building lines and easements of record in Plat Cabinet G,
Slide 42-B; Easements of record in
book 970, Page 577; and Protective
Covenants in Book 969, Page 770, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed
to Douglas Kirkhart and wife Patti
R. Kirkhart by Warranty Deed placed
of record October 11, 2004 and
recorded in Book 1167, Page 462,
and re-recorded October 22, 2004
in Book 1169, Page 541, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Property also known as 35 Wisteria
Lane, Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Map J 44D, Group A, Parcel
088.00
Street Address: 35 Wisteria Line,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 144D A 088.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Douglas
P. Kirkhart and Patti R. Kirkhart
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
35 Wisteria Line, Atoka, Tennessee
38004, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,

and the rights of Douglas P. Kirkhart and
Pattie R. Kirkhart, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 10-001787
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13571
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 2, 2018 at 2:00PM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by James L. Haines, to
Monte S. Connell, Trustee, as trustee
for American Mortgage Services, Inc.
on June 9, 2003 at Record Book 1073,
Page 802, Instrument No. 41944;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 12, Happy valley Subdivision,
Section A, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Cabinet B, Slide 162, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property. Record
Book 918 pg 882
Street Address: 375 Pwr Loop, Munford, Tennessee 38058
Parcel Number: 126DA012.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: The
Heirs of James L. Haines
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
375 Pwr Loop, Munford, Tennessee
38058, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property

sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include: All
parties claiming by, through, or under
James Haines.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of James L. Haines,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-113963
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13572
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 21, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March 26,
2012, in Book No. 1545, at Page 1,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by David Nelson, conveying certain
Continued on Page 36

www.thememphisnews.com
www.thememphisnews.com

30 January 30-February 5, 2015
36 December 15 - 21, 2017

public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 35
property therein described to Charles
M. Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Patriot Bank, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on January 3, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Land in Tipton County, Tennessee,
being all of Lot No. 152, Templeton
Farms Subdivision, Phase 2, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Cabinet H, Slide 512, in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby
made for a more particular description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 255 Julia Ann
Drive, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmen-

tal agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DAvID NELSON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 312742
DATED November 27, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13573
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 2, 2018 at 2:00PM local time,
at the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Jason Chatman and Erika
Hayes, to Wesley D. Turner, Trustee, as
trustee for Long Beach Mortgage Company on April 6, 2005 at Record Book
1201, Page 762; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee, in trust for registered
Holders of Long Beach Mortgage Loan
Trust 2005-WL2, Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2005-WL2, its successors
and assigns.
The following B:8.125”
real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee,
will be sold
T:7.875”
to the highest callS:7”
bidder:

Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 67, Richland Hills Subdivision,
Phase 2, as shown of recorded in Plat
Cabinet 3, Slide 101 and 102, and
as revised in Plat Cabinet E, Slides
109 and 110, in the Register’s Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
Property Address: 19 Springview Road
North, Mason, TN 38049
Being the same property conveyed to
Dawn Marie Franklin, unmarried by
Warranty Deed, from Crossman Communities of Tennessee, LLC d/b/a/
Heartland Homes, dated 8/11/2000,
filed in Book 910, Page 287, said
Register’s Office.
Also being the same property conveyed to Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, of Washington,
D.C., by Trustee’s Deed, from Arnold M. Weiss, as Trustee, dated
1/9/2004, filed in Book 1128, Pages
415-416, said Register’s Office.
Also being the same property conveyed to California Union Properties,
LLC, by Cash Deed for Tennessee,
from Alphonso Jackson, Acting Secretary for Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, of Washington,
D.C., dated 8/24/2004, filed in Book
1159, Page 155-157, said Register’s
Office.
Also being the same property conveyed to Jason Chatman, unmarried
and Erika Hayes, unmarried by Warranty Deed from California Union
Properties, LLC, being recorded
simultaneously herewith in Instrument
Number Rec Book 1201 pg 760, in
the Register’s Office of Shelby County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 19 Springview Rd. N.,
Mason, Tennessee 38049
Parcel Number: 138BB038.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jason
Chatman and Erika Hayes
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 19
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January
18, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the north door of the Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, TN 38019, pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Amy D. Howard,
a single person, to Monte S. Connell,
Jr., as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”)
as nominee for American Mortgage
Services, Inc., dated February 2, 2017,
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Springview Rd. N., Mason, Tennessee
38049, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without
limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or
federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc..
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jason Chatman and
Erika Hayes, and those claiming through
him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 10-004137
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13575
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of record in Record Book 1712, Page
336, in the Register’s Office for Tipton
County, Tennessee (“Deed of Trust”),
conducted by Padgett Law Group, having been appointed Substitute Trustee,
all of record in the Tipton County Register’s Office. Default in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust has been made;
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt: Franklin American Mortgage Company
The hereinafter described real property
located in Tipton County will be sold to
the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: Beginning at a stake,
the intersection of the south line of
Garland Avenue with the west line of
South College Street; thence south
with the west line of South College
Street, 100 feet to a stake, Elizabeth
Green`s northeast corner; thence
with her north line west 130 feet to
a stake, W.C. Simonton`s southeast
corner; thence north 100 feet to a
stake, Simonton`s northeast corner
in the south line of Garland Avenue;
thence with said Garland Avenue east
130 feet to the beginning.
Street Address: The street address
of the property is believed to be 707
South College Street, Covington, TN
38019, but such address is not part of
the legal description of the property. In
the event of any discrepancy, the legal
description herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 041G G 00400
000
Current owner(s) of Property: Amy D.
Howard, a single person
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOYMENT OR
THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group,
Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#17-010204
Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13591
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events
The Orpheum Theatre Group and Memphis arts community will host
the second annual Midsouth Arts Against Hunger food drive benefiting Mid-South Food Bank through Wednesday, Dec. 20. Patrons who
donate at least one nonperishable item will receive a voucher for free
admission to see a screening of “Miracle on 34th Street” Wednesday
at 7 p.m. at the Orpheum, 203 S. Main St. Donations will be collected
at the Orpheum box office and Halloran Centre lobby Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., through the day of the event; tickets for the
screening also are available for $5 cash only at the Orpheum box office. Visit orpheum-memphis.com for details.

Ballet Memphis will perform “The Nutcracker” Friday through Sunday, Dec.
15-17, at The Orpheum Theatre, 203 S.
Main St. The production features more
than 100 professional dancers, children,
musicians and vocalists. Tickets start at
$10. Visit balletmemphis.org.
Graceland hosts a holiday concert
weekend featuring three festive live
concerts Friday and Saturday, Dec.
15-16, at the Graceland Sound Stage at
Elvis Presley’s Memphis entertainment
complex on Elvis Presley Boulevard.
Single-concert tickets and packages are
available. Visit graceland.com.
The National Urban Professional
Baseball League will be hosting a
Player’s Ball to introduce the 2018 Millington team Friday, Dec. 15, from 7 to
11:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Express
Millington, 5090 Copper Creek Blvd.
Tickets are $50; seating is limited. Visit
millingtonprobaseball.com or call 972546-8894.
Stax Music Academy presents “Merry
Christmas, Baby: A Soulful Holiday
Concert,” Friday, Dec. 15, at 7:30 p.m.
in Harris Concert Hall in the University
of Memphis’ Rudi E. Scheidt School of
Music, 3775 Central Ave. Adult tickets are
$10 in advance or $15 at the door; children 12 and younger get in for $5. Visit
staxmusicacademy.org or call 901-9462535, ext. 250, for advance tickets.
Christmas in Collierville, a series of
Saturday events celebrating the season, wraps up Dec. 16 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. in Collierville Town Square, 125 N.
Rowlett St. Take a carriage ride through
the square; visit Santa in the gazebo
(available until 2 p.m.); meet actress
Karolyn Grimes, who played Zuzu Bailey
in “It’s a Wonderful Life” (3 p.m. to 4
p.m.), and more. All activities are free.
Visit facebook.com/colliervilleparks for a
full schedule.

“Sesame Street Live! Let's Party!”
stops in Memphis for four shows: Saturday, Dec. 16, at 10:45 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
and Sunday, Dec. 17, at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
at the Cannon Center for the Performing Arts, 255 N. Main St. The interactive
show features Sesame Street pals Elmo,
Abby Cadabby, Big Bird and more in
a brand-new sensory adventure. Visit
thecannoncenter.com.
Memphis Botanic Garden will host Date
Night at Holiday Wonders at the
Garden Saturday, Dec. 16, from 5:30
p.m. to 10 p.m. at MBG, 750 Cherry
Road. Bring your date to the outdoor
holiday show, then wander over to the
Ikea Outdoor Lounge to enjoy beverages and other concessions. Visit
memphisbotanicgarden.com/wonders for
tickets.
The Children’s Ballet Theater Nutcracker will be performed Saturday, Dec.
16, at 6 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 17, at 2:30
p.m. at Germantown Performing Arts
Center, 1801 Exeter Road. The production features more than 150 Children’s
Ballet Theater students ages 3-18 and
Tennessee Ballet Theater professionals.
Visit balletchildren.com.
Novel will host “The Sea of the Dead”
author Barry Wolverton for a discussion and signing Sunday, Dec. 17, at 6
p.m. at the bookstore, 387 Perkins Road
Extended. Visit novelmemphis.com.
Remington College will hold a 3 Lives
Blood Drive and a campus open house
Tuesday, Dec. 19, at its Memphis campus,
2710 Nonconnah Blvd. The blood drive (8
a.m. to 2 p.m.) is part of a national effort
to recruit minority blood donors, with
Remington Memphis’ donations going
to Lifeblood. The open house (4:30 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m.) gives prospective students
the opportunity to tour labs, chat with
instructors and see demonstrations. Visit
remingtoncollege.edu.

Follow us on Twitter

@memphisdaily
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The Weekly Crossword
ACROSS
1 Not so hot
5 Showy display
10 Letter opener?
14 Grand
15 Herman's Hermits frontman
16 Prime for
picking
17 Arboreal abode
18 Walkathon, for
one
20 Bushbuck or
bongo
22 Shemar Moore
series
23 Be unsteady
24 Love letter
opening
27 Drop the ball
28 Keen way to be
aware
31 Here-there link
32 Set back?
33 Diner handout
34 Suffix with
"black or "silver"
37 Melville setting
38 Clothing size
39 Don Ho's "___
Bubbles"
40 Hunter's feast
42 Be in a cast
43 Childhood
illness
44 Mischief maker
47 Clothing
49 ____ equinox
51 Alternative to a
fence
52 "Song of
Norway", e.g.
54 Showy bloom
57 Loads
58 Crown of the
head
59 Dole out
60 News piece
61 Elderly
62 Skeptical
63 Musical finale

1

2

3
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15

17

18
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37
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48
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DOWN
1 It has 100 seats

46

38

40

39

54

45

33

36

47

26

31

32

42

25

22
24

35

13

19

21

27

12

16

23

34

11
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2 Bartender's
34 Vegas headliner
45 Unkempt, in a
gadget
35 Flexible mineral
way
3 One with a habit
36 Like pillow talk
46 Blood bank
4 Wedding band,
38 Short-straw
supply
maybe
drawer
48 Scooter's
5 Uphold, as the
40 Like certain
cousin
law
shark fins
50 Dig discovery
6 ____ d'etat
41 Thermostat
52 Gawk at
7 One and only
figure
53 Below par
8 Come-go link
43 Vegas lake
54 Chic getaway
9 Without wasted
44 Altogether
55 Henpeck
words
56 Hearty brew
10 Frock wearer
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
11 Eavesdropper
G R I P
R O T O R
A C H E
12 Jungle dweller
R O B E
E P O C H
T R O W
13 Pricing word
I D E A
W I N T E R T I M E
19 Kind of game
T E A C H I N G
T E E T E R
21 Percolate
C O P S E
S O M E O N E
24 Throw off the
F A D
F I R E T R A P
tracks
C I V I L
I C E
25 Record number? B E A U X
E A R L
T O N I C
T O M E
26 Quiz answer
A R M
P A N I C
T O N E R
29 Oust
W O W
U N A W A R E S
30 Adolescent
D E C A Y
P I N N A C E
years
S A L E S T A X
B O I L E R
32 Hog haven
H O S T
L T R E A T E D
Week
ofwalk
12/18/17
33 One to
like, I L- 12/24/17
I D E A L
I N T O
R I L E
in a Four
D O W N Y
P E E L
D O O R
Seasons song
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Difficulty: Easy
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8
5 2
7
9
8

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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1
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3
8
2
6
9

7
2
8
1
9
6
3
4
5

9
6
3
2
4
5
8
1
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1
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7
5
6
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9
2
4

4
3
6
9
2
7
5
8
1

2
5
9
4
8
1
7
3
6

3
9
5
8
1
4
6
7
2
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7
1
6
5
2
4
9
3
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Sewer Cutoff Holds Key
To Other Growth Issues

T

here’s a long-running chicken-and-egg argument about
development. One side of
the argument is that government decisions control
where homes and businesses are built;
the other is that developers call the
shots.
The most detailed on-the-record debate about this is to be found in federal
court litigation that set the terms for
court-ordered busing in the 1970s, with
the late Federal Judge Robert McRae
coming down on the side of developers
influencing where schools were built as
opposed to the other way around.
Extending sewer services is an issue
with a long narrative of its own. But until
Memphis stopped approving new connections to its sewer system outside the
city limits in August, it was just that – a
lot of discussion.
Details still need to be worked out.
Will Shelby County government get
into the sewer business? Will suburban
leaders make new arrangements? Will
developers take the hint and start building within municipal limits instead of
selecting a location just beyond that
city line?
Beyond all the mechanics of this, including the substantial question of what
happens to city sewer infrastructure in
unincorporated Shelby County, another
longer-term matter must be addressed:
why people move to unincorporated
areas in the first place.
Is it because they prefer a more rural
setting and don’t feel they need city-level
services such as urban fire and police
coverage, streetlights and sanitation

pickup? Or do they like the quality of
development and expect those services
will follow?
We suspect it is some of both.
During the recent local de-annexation discussions, vocal annexation opponents have left little doubt they don’t
want city services. But the consideration
has included whether newer residents in
those areas have different expectations
as their neighborhoods become more
densely populated.
And it would seem that when we talk
about density, it isn’t necessarily a synonym for “within the Memphis city limits.” The jury is still out on whether it’s
the kind of density that would support a
massive change in the city’s inadequate
public transportation system.
City Hall’s decision may help sharpen that definition in the coming years.
And at least some of the leaders of the
county’s six suburbs have a similar
desire to see new development move
within their city limits for services they
too have extended beyond their borders
as part of the annexation process.
Much hinges on changes to this
basic service at a level most of us never
consider.
Part of this equation is that Memphis’ sewer cutoff is a response to the
Tennessee Legislature’s decision to end
annexation by ordinance and instead
make it annexation by referendum.
In these ways and others, much of
what happens once the terms of the
separation are worked out depends on
property owners and the future of the
economy that is making this transition
possible.
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This week in Memphis history:

1970: Elvis Presley takes
a commercial flight from
Memphis to Washington,
D.C., without telling anyone
on either end of the trip.
At the White House gate,
he leaves a note saying
he would like to meet with
President Richard Nixon.
After some phone calls back
and forth with White House
aides, Presley meets with
Nixon in the Oval Office.

Elvis Presley meets President Richard
Nixon.
(Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum).

1965: On the front page of The Daily News, The Peabody is sold at auction
on the courthouse steps to Robert B. Snowden for a cash bid of $2.3 million.
Snowden’s cousin owns the Chisca Plaza. Snowden has some competition
from Hoyt Wooten, the chairman of the board of Cowles Broadcasting Service
and the founder of WREC radio and television, which both have studios at The
Peabody. Wooten makes the opening bid of $2 million as the auction is broadcast live on his television station. The hotel is being sold by Equitable Life Assurance Society of the U.S. at what is to that point the city’s largest foreclosure
sale. It draws a crowd of 800 people. Snowden plans to operate The Peabody
through the New Peabody Corp.
“This sale includes more personal property in one block than has ever been
sold at foreclosure in the South,” said auctioneer Don Smith of Delta Auction
Co. Inc.
1883: Deputy Sheriff A.K. Hancock raids a large dice game on Presidents
Island in the wing of an abandoned prison farm, one of the agricultural uses on
the island before it became a site for heavy industry.

Source: “Past Times” by Perre Magness

What to Give Them for Christmas
DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

GIVE THEM TOMORROW.
See the children. See them run.
See the children. See them play.
See the children. See them see.
See the children. See them learn.
See the children. See all that’s possible.
As I prepared to write the 2011 annual report for the Memphis City Schools
pre-kindergarten program, just a quick
review of numbers and stats told me that
this whole pre-K thing is on to something.
Just a minute or two into any meeting with

the teachers showed a passion that only
comes with the sure knowledge that what
you’re doing works, that what it means is
much larger than you. Just one glance at
the whole-world-is-mine smiles of kids
running toward the photographer in what
would be our cover shot gave me the cover
headline.
“Tomorrow. We’ve got your back.”
They were all pre-K kids at Snowden
School. All four, going on five. All energetic,
going on unstoppable. All irresistible, going
on irrepressible.
They’re all ours, and more than that,
they’re all we can hope for, and the more
we do for them early, the more they’ll do for
themselves and for all of us later. Nourish
them – body and brain and heart – when
they’re small, the taller they’ll grow, the
longer shadow they’ll cast, the greater impact they’ll have, the better life they’ll live.
Leave them behind, and the question

isn’t whether or not they’ll get ahead; it’s
whether or not they’ll even catch up.
Pre-K is the answer.
In pre-K in that school year of 20102011, their gross motor skills doubled
and their fine motor skills tripled. Their
self-help ability doubled, speech and language improved by 2 1/2 times and general
knowledge grew by more than 400 percent.
Tests for kindergarten readiness
showed MCS pre-K students scoring higher
than children in Head Start and child care
centers, and much higher than parent or
relative care – 48 percent higher in math
readiness, in fact, and 61 percent higher
in language.
In 2012, we rejected a 1/2 percent sales
tax increase to fund pre-K in a referendum.
In the midst of all the turmoil, the confusion
and the acrimony of the city and county
school merger, in the midst of all that
smoke, we lost sight of our kids.

Last week, we found them again.
The City Council executive committee with the support of Mayor Strickland
recommended approval of Kemp Conrad,
Patrice Robinson and Berlin Boyd’s resolution to find a way to fund pre-K. To put city
money into schools for the first time since
the merger. To give our kids a better chance
and to give us all better odds tomorrow.
If you’re wondering if that should go
under the tree, just look at pre-K kids.
Look at their faces when something
unknown is discovered, look in their eyes
when the power of that knowledge shines,
look at their posture and attitude when
they’ve just done something all by themselves they’ve never done before.
See what the world will be worth
someday.
I’m a Memphian, and there is no question. Pre-K is the answer.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Are home prices rising in
your neighborhood?

In 2016 Shelby County
recorded the highest
average home sales
price on record.

Our exclusive Neighborhood Profile Report provides an overview of your subdivision with
home sales activity for the past three years including current, year-to-date figures.
Review changes in home sales values, examine foreclosure activity and monitor recent sales
activity. Your home is your largest investment, be sure you’re protecting it.
Download your report and review sample reports at www.mychandlerreports.com or call
901-528-5273 for more information.
Chandler Reports has been providing premium, unbiased real estate data in Memphis and Shelby County for over 45 years.
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SEMINAR SERIES
NEWSMAKERS: MEMPHIS
SPORTS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25th
3:30 PM @ Memphis Brooks Museum
Wine & cheese reception to follow
#MEMsports

Bluff City is Sports City: From University of Memphis athletics to the NBA’s Grizzlies, from
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl to AutoZone Park, from college football Saturdays in the SEC to
the annual FedEx St. Jude Classic, this town loves to play. And with multiple sports talk radio
shows to keep the buzz at a fever pitch, sports are in just about every Memphis conversation.
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Operations
Memphis Grizzlies
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