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Piece de Resistance

Morgan Stanley Fires Ford
Amid Harassment Claim
Former U.S. Rep. Harold Ford Jr. has
been fired from Morgan Stanley following
a company investigation into allegations he
harassed, intimidated and forcibly grabbed
a co-worker, according to Huffington Post.
The HuffPo story says Morgan Stanley
has confirmed Ford’s dismissal “for conduct inconsistent with our values and in
violation of our policies.”
The online publication also cites two
interviews with the woman who accused
Ford in the incident that she says happened
several years ago. She also produced emails
from Ford that ended with her asking him
to stop contacting her and Ford apologizing
and agreeing not to.

Ford denied any incident happened.
“In regard to news today. This
simply did not happen,” Ford tweeted.
“I have never forcibly grabbed any
woman or man in my life.”

The stage crew prepares the iconic chandelier in "The Phantom of the Opera" for the performance this week. The play
runs at the Orpheum Theatre through Dec. 10. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

In her account, the woman, who is not
identified in the story, said she and Ford
were meeting for business reasons when
the incident took place. She said a security
guard from a building came to her aid in
the physical altercation. She also contacted
two women the night of the incident and
confided in them about what happened,
according to the story.
Ford, who was the congressman representing the all-Shelby County 9th District
from 1997 to 2006, moved to New York City
after a failed bid for the U.S. Senate in 2006.
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He worked for Merrill Lynch and started
at Morgan Stanley in 2011 as a managing
partner.
Ford also has been a political analyst
on NBC/MSNBC.
– Bill Dries

Methodist Buys UCI
Building in Medical District
Methodist Healthcare Memphis Hospitals has purchased a 69,280-square-foot
building in the Medical District for $3.1 million, according to a Dec. 5 warranty deed.
In the sale, Methodist purchased the
Class B office building from the Urban
Child Institute, a local nonprofit that
moved into a fourth-floor suite in Crosstown Concourse.
Gary Shorb, UCI’s executive director
who previously served as CEO of Methodist
Le Bonheur Healthcare, signed the deed
of sale on behalf of his new organization.
Built in 1975 and sitting on 2.3 acres
near the intersection of Jefferson Avenue
and Neely Street, the property was appraised for $5.3 million this year by the
Shelby County Assessor.
– Patrick Lantrip

acquisition that expands the company’s
international footprint.
The company has signed an agreement
to acquire London-based loss adjuster and
claims management firm Cunningham
Lindsey, which helps businesses, insurance companies, brokers and policyholders
around the world. The company employs
6,000 people in 600 offices across 60 countries.
Terms of the deal were not announced.
The Cunningham Lindsey group will
complement the services provided by
Sedgwick and its subsidiary Vericlaim.
Cunningham Lindsey provides services addressing all aspects of the risk management
life cycle, including pre- and post-loss, specialties in loss adjusting, third-party claims
administration, global account management, forensic engineering, and restoration
and repair consulting, among others.
The acquisition also enhances Sedgwick’s status as the leading global provider
of innovative risk and benefit solutions.
When the transaction closes, Sedgwick
CMS will employ more than 20,000.
The transaction is still subject to customary conditions and regulatory approvals.
– Andy Meek

Crosstown Concourse
On Prestigious Award List
Crosstown Concourse has made a
shortlist of 15 outstanding adaptive reuse
projects from across the world and is the
only U.S. project on the list chosen by panel
of judges from The Architectural Review.
The 15 projects chosen for the AR New
into Old awards were selected by esteemed
British architects Michael and Patty Hopkins; Lyndon Neri, co-founder of Neri &
Hu; and Timothy Brittain-Catlin, deputy
chairman of the Twentieth Century Society.
The Architectural Review has long
touted creative reuse projects, and the
subject has created significant new interest
because of the carbon implications of retrofitting rather than replacing structures.
The new AR award celebrates the successful adaptation of original architecture
to contemporary functions as well as the
varied remodeling strategies, such as innovative insertions, that make imaginative
reuse possible.
Crosstown Concourse is the mixed-use,
urban village created inside the 1.5 millionsquare-foot former Sears Crosstown in
Memphis that has residences, medical/
health tenants, traditional retail, arts and
education uses. It was designed by Memphis-based Looney Ricks Kiss Architects
and included collaboration with many
Memphis leaders and agencies.
The winning project, along with any
highly commended projects and finalists,
will be announced and published in The
Architectural Review’s December/January
issue at the end of the year.
AR Awards commend and celebrate
design excellence and innovation. The Architectural Review’s New into Old awards
program seeks out transformative, leadingedge projects from around the world.
– Daily News staff

Sedgwick Acquiring
London-Based Claims Firm
Memphis-based Sedgwick Claims
Management Services Inc. has made an

Bredesen Joins Senate Race
To Succeed Bob Corker
Former Gov. Phil Bredesen, the last
Democrat to win a statewide election in
Tennessee, touted his problem-fixing
credentials on Thursday, Dec. 7, in announcing his bid to succeed Republican
Bob Corker in the U.S. Senate.
Bredesen was a successful health care
entrepreneur before winning election to
two terms each as Nashville mayor and
Tennessee governor. He won every county
in the state during his second run for governor in 2006, even after cutting thousands of
adults from the state's Medicaid program
to help stem exploding costs.
"I have the right kind of experience and
the actual track record that it will take to
start working across party lines to fix the
mess in Washington and bring common
sense back to our government," Bredesen
said in a video posted on his campaign
website.
Democrats are hopeful that Bredesen
can again buck the Republican trend in
Tennessee, a state that famously denied
favorite son Al Gore the presidency in 2000
by voting for Republican George W. Bush.
Bredesen won the Nashville mayor's
job in 1991, defeating incumbent Bill
Boner. He narrowly won the 2002 governor's race to succeed Republican Gov. Don
Sundquist.
Once in office, Bredesen stemmed the
escalating costs of TennCare by cutting
170,000 adults from the program and reducing benefits to thousands more.
"I have never been through anything
like that in my life," Bredesen said in a 2006
interview with The Associated Press. "I
didn't run for office to tell people that they
no longer have health care."
While those cuts didn't hurt Bredesen's
re-election bid – he ended up carrying all 95
counties – they did become an issue when
he was under consideration to become
former President Barack Obama's secretary
of health and human services in 2011. That
job ended up going to then-Gov. Kathleen

Sebelius of Kansas.
"Too many people can't afford health
insurance," Bredesen said in Thursday's
video. "The Affordable Care Act needs
fixing."
Bredesen said in the video that his time
as governor was marked by having to cope
with "out of control" costs at TennCare
and then with the meltdown of the Great
Recession.
"With a lot of hard choices, we managed
our way through all of that," he said. "We
didn't just get through it, we prospered."
Bredesen noted that Tennessee
achieved top bond ratings while bringing
in major investments to Tennessee. They
included Volkswagen’s decision to build its
first U.S. plant in decades in Chattanooga
and Nissan moving its North American
headquarters to the Nashville area.
– The Associated Press

Moody’s Assigns A1 Rating
To Rhodes College Bonds
Rhodes College has received good news
regarding its bond ratings.
Moody’s Investors Service recently
announced its assignment of an A1 rating
to the college’s proposed approximately
$33 million Educational Facilities Revenue
Refunding Bonds Series 2017, to be issued
through The Health, Educational and
Housing Facility Board of Shelby County.
The bonds will have a final maturity in
2040.
The college’s fiscal outlook also is
stable, according to Moody’s, a leading
provider of credit ratings, research and
risk analysis.
“I am very pleased the ratings agencies recognized the financial strength of
Rhodes,” Marjorie Hass, president of the
college, said in a release. “We will continue
to build on that foundation of strength as
we plan for the future.”
Moody’s cited a number of factors
that contributed to the rating: “The A1
rating incorporates the college’s very good
strategic positioning reflected by prudent financial management resulting in
consistently healthy operating cash flow.
Steady donor support enhances already
strong financial reserves. The rating also
incorporates projections for stable enrollment as the college continues to leverage
its market position as a Southern liberal
arts school in an urban setting.”
Rhodes also received an A+ rating from
Standard and Poor’s (S&P), another top
credit ratings firm.
The college’s strong bond rating “is reflective of the culture of fiscal discipline instilled by our board of trustees and carried
out effectively” by former college president
William E. Troutt and continued by Hass,
Kyle Webb, vice president for finance and
business affairs, said.
“We are pleased that the rating has affirmed our financial health and stability,”
Webb said.
– Daily News staff

Authorities Arrest, Charge
Suspect in Wright’s Murder
More than seven years after former University of Memphis and Memphis Grizzlies
basketball star Lorenzen Wright was shot
to death, authorities announced Tuesday,
Dec. 5, they have charged a suspect with

first-degree murder.
The murder charge returned by the
Shelby County grand jury against Billy R.
Turner, 46, of Collierville was announced
Tuesday by Shelby County District Attorney
General Amy Weirich.
Wright was last seen alive in July 2010;
Germantown Police got a 911 call from
his cellphone early the next morning that
included the sounds of gunshots.
Wright’s body was found days later in
a field near Hacks Cross and Winchester
roads. He had been shot multiple times.
Weirich offered no information about
how Turner allegedly knew Wright or evidence against him.
The case is being prosecuted by chief
prosecutor Paul Hagerman and assistant
district attorney Colin Campbell, both of
whom are with the Multi-Agency Gang
Prosecution Unit.
Weirich also confirmed that police
last month found what they believe is the
murder weapon in a lake near Walnut,
Mississippi.
– Bill Dries

Nyala at Memphis Zoo
Gives Birth to 11-Lb. Calf
A nyala at the Memphis Zoo’s Zambezi River Hippo Camp gave birth to an
11-pound calf, the zoo announced Friday,
Dec. 1.
The calf, which the zoo has named
Maggie, and its mother are reported doing
well and can be seen in the hippo camp
exhibit.
Nyala are a form of antelope with females having no horns and a short, striped
coat.
Maggie is the first nyala calf to be born
in the hippo camp exhibit since it opened
in April 2016. Since January, more than 330
babies have been born at the zoo.
– Bill Dries

Committee Outlines MLGW
Proposals to Hike Rates
Memphis City Council members paved
the way Tuesday, Dec. 5, for a vote in two
weeks on proposed increases to Memphis
Light, Gas and Water Division electric, gas
and water rates in the new year.
A council committee is recommending
the following:
• Electric rates increasing by 2.3 percent each of the next three years. For the
first year, the average monthly residential
increase would be $2.62.
• Gas rates increasing 4.5 percent each
of the next two years. The average monthly
residential increase the first year would
be $1.62.
• Water rates increasing 1 percent next
year for a monthly residential average of
18 cents.
The water rate increase revenue would
go toward better mapping of the Memphis
aquifer, and specifically identifying holes
or gaps in the clay layer that protects the
source of the city’s water supply. The gas
and electric rate revenue would go toward
maintaining 90 operating days of cash on
hand for the utility.
Greater Memphis Chamber vice president Kelly Rayne said MLGW business
customers wanted two weeks to consider
and weigh in on the rate hikes.
“The thing we hear over and over is
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they want stability,” she said, citing a recent
wastewater fee hike. “They didn’t have the
opportunity to plan for it. That was just six
months ago, and now it’s happening again
with the utility increases. It’s a big deal.”
That was a sentiment several council
members echoed for residential customers. The impact played a role in the council
committee recommending fee hikes over
several years for gas and electric rates instead of all at once.
Council member Patrice Robinson said
she wants the electric rate increase to go
toward a more reliable system that isn’t
prone to sudden outages, which she counts
as the subject of most of the complaints she
gets about MLGW.
She said customers can negate the
impact of the rate hikes.
“If you can’t afford $4.42 a month,”
Robinson said, referring to the first-year
average residential increase of all three
rate hikes combined – “you can cut back on
kilowatt hours ... or you can not buy half an
order of hot wings or you can save not going
to McDonald’s once a month.”
“Oh, come on,” council member Janis
Fullilove replied.
Meanwhile, as expected, council members delayed a vote Tuesday on a proposed
expansion of a Frayser landfill for construction material until Dec. 19, its last meeting
of the year. Councilman Frank Colvett said
Memphis Wrecking, the company seeking
the expansion of the landfill onto land
next to Whitney Achievement Elementary School, is seeking alternative sites and
might drop the proposal if it finds another
location.
– Bill Dries

Atlanta Investors Buy
Collierville Hotel
Atlanta-based Noble Investment Group
has purchased the Hampton Inn at 1280 W.
Poplar Ave. in Collierville for $6.5 million,
according to a Dec.1 warranty deed.
Noble, doing business as HIMC LLC,
bought the property from Memphis-based
Crews Development, which was doing
business as SGR LLC.
Jason Crews, acting as chief manager,
signed the deed on behalf of the sellers.
In conjunction with the acquisition, the
new owners took out a $7.3 million mortgage with State Bank and Trust Co. that
was signed by Noble Investment Group
principal Benjamin Brunt and matures in
November 2021.
Located on West Poplar east of Shea
Road, the 44,724-square-foot hotel was
built in 1997 and sits on 3.6 acres.
The Shelby County Assessor of Property
most recently appraised it at $4.6 million.
– Patrick Lantrip

U of M Expands Toy Drive
This Holiday Season
The University of Memphis athletics
department has announced that the annual
Tiger Toy Drive will be expanded to include
partnerships with the city of Memphis,
CW30 and iHeart Radio.
The partnership with Mayor Jim Strickland and the city of Memphis has been
a long-standing effort to provide toys for
those in need in the Memphis area. However, this year, the Tigers welcome two
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community leaders to help in the drive:
CW30 and iHeart Radio.
The Tiger Toy Drive will be Dec. 9-20,
with all collected toys being handed out to
local families on Dec. 22. The community
is encouraged to participate in this toy
drive by dropping off new, unopened toys
at the Tigers ticket office on Normal Street
during regular business hours, Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Donations also can be dropped off at
FedExForum during three men’s basketball home games: Saturday, Dec. 9, vs.
Bryant; Tuesday, Dec. 12, vs. Albany; and
Dec. 20 vs. Siena. For each toy donated,
Memphis will provide a voucher for a
free ticket to a Memphis men’s basketball
game.
Boxes will be located at the entrances
of FedExForum, and the ticket vouchers
will be given out at each of these locations.
– Don Wade

Jernigan Capital Finances
Facility Near Boston
Memphis-based Jernigan Capital Inc.,
a real estate investment trust that provides
debt and equity capital for self-storage
facilities, has closed a $8.7 million investment in a proposed multistory, climatecontrolled, 719-unit facility in Salem, New
Hampshire, a suburb of Boston.
The proposed facility will be a groundup, three-story project with 74,625 rentable
square feet in a city that sits on the border
of New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
Construction is expected to begin in first
quarter 2018 and be completed in the
fourth quarter.
The proposed project is being developed
by Northwood, New Hampshire-based 603
Storage and marks the first co-investment
by 603 Storage and Jernigan Capital.
– Andy Meek

FedEx on List of Best
Workplaces for Diversity
FedEx Corp. has recently been named
to the 2017 Best Workplaces for Diversity
list by global research and consulting firm
Great Place to Work and Fortune.
The Memphis-based shipping giant
was ranked 13th on the list, which factored
in more than 50 elements, including professional development, behaviors linked
to innovation, leadership confidence and
consistent treatment among employees of
different backgrounds.
“At FedEx, our team members are our
greatest asset, and fostering a diverse and
inclusive work environment in which we
can all thrive has always been a priority
for us,” Judy Edge, FedEx’s corporate vice
president of human resources, said in a release. “We are honored to be named one of
the 2017 best workplaces for diversity and
are committed to embracing and celebrating the differences and unique talents of
our team members across the globe.”
Rankings for the Best Workplaces for
Diversity list were based on more than
440,000 employee surveys from organizations in a wide range of industries across
the United States, and accounted for the
share of women, people of color, baby
boomers and LGBTQ individuals in the
workplace, among other factors.
The full list of the 2017 Best Workplaces

for Diversity can be found at greatplacetowork.com.

automobile emission goes from $1,000 to
$1,500.

– Patrick Lantrip

– Bill Dries

Dixie Cafe Closing All
Locations, 2 in Memphis

Brad Martin Retires From
First Horizon Board

Dixie Cafe has abruptly announced the
closure of all 17 restaurants in the chain,
including two in the Memphis area.
The Southern-style home-cooking
restaurant company, based in Little Rock,
has restaurants at 2861 Bartlett Blvd. in
Bartlett and 4699 Poplar Ave. in Memphis.
Its restaurants extend across Tennessee,
Arkansas and Oklahoma, and the company
has been in business for 35 years.
The closures are effective Thursday,
Dec. 7.
In a statement about the news, CEO
Allan Roberts cited a tough operating environment for restaurant companies like
his, along with other factors, including
declining sales.

R. Brad Martin, chairman of RBM Venture Co., has retired from the board of directors of First Horizon National Corp., the
parent company of First Tennessee Bank.
Martin, a member of First Horizon’s
board since 1994, is former CEO and
chairman of the board of Saks Inc. He is
a director at two other public companies,
Chesapeake Energy Corp. and FedEx Corp.
“I have been privileged to serve in
this capacity for over 20 years and have
great admiration for the heritage, values,
leadership and team of First Horizon
and First Tennessee,” Martin said in a
statement about his departure from the
board. “I have no doubt that the future
of First Horizon is a very bright one, and
I will continue to be a significant investor and cheerleader for this wonderful
enterprise.”

– Andy Meek

Shelby County Commission
Rejects Jail Food Contract
Shelby County commissioners on Monday, Dec. 4, voted down a $4.4 million fiveyear contract with Aramark Correctional
Services LLC for food service at the Shelby
County jail through the Shelby County
Sheriff’s Office.
The commission delayed a vote on
the contract in November after the newly
appointed chief diversity officer to the
commission, former county commissioner Shep Wilbun, said Aramark had
failed to meet goals for locally owned and
minority-owned business participation in
the contract.
Aramark’s attorney, John Farris, denies
that is the case and said again Monday that
Aramark made a “good faith effort.”
“We have complied with the county’s
requirements,” he said. “We submitted a
valid proposal.”
Commissioner Eddie Jones said what
Aramark called locally owned and minority
firms weren’t certified as such.
“How can you have a good faith effort
if all of your people are not qualified?” he
asked. “I cannot support this because I’m
not going to vote to create a law and turn
around and knowingly vote to violate the
very law I created.”
The sheriff’s office and county administration have an agreement with Aramark
to continue food service to the jail through
the end of February.
Also on Monday, the commission
approved third and final reading of an
ordinance creating a Binghampton Redevelopment Trust Fund to hold the property
tax revenues from a tax increment financing district in the area that would run for
30 years and generate $26 million in city
and county property tax increment over
that period to finance blight elimination,
including proposals for affordable housing.
The TIF district will be overseen by the
city-county Community Redevelopment
Agency.
The commission also gave final approval Monday to a hike in air emission
fees that businesses pay. The fee per ton
of emissions goes from $48 to $53. And the
annual major source permit fee for non-

– Andy Meek

Memphis Football Coach
Gets Leadership Forum Nod
University of Memphis quarterbacks
and tight ends coach Kenny Dillingham
has been selected to the American Football Coaches Association’s 35 Under 35
Coaches Leadership Institute that will take
place Jan. 7 at the 2018 AFCA Convention
in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Dillingham was selected from a pool
of 138 applicants and will attend the
one-day institute, which features a series
of lectures focused on topics specifically
tailored to emphasize leadership in the
coaching profession, ethics, influential
responsibilities, career progression and
family balance.
“Kenny is one of the best young coaches I’ve ever been around,” Tigers head
coach Mike Norvell said. “He has a terrific
offense mind, is a wonderful teacher of the
game and is a relentless recruiter. He has
an incredible future in front of him. …”
Dillingham is completing his first
season as a full-time assistant coach for
the University of Memphis, but is in his
second season as a member of the Tigers
coaching staff after joining the program as
a graduate assistant coach in 2016.
On the recruiting front, Dillingham
helped Memphis sign two of the highestranked recruiting classes in school history,
even while not being able to travel as a
recruiter in 2016 as a graduate assistant.
Even with the travel restrictions, Dillingham was named the second-best recruiter
in the American Athletic Conference by
247sports.com.
Dillingham began his coaching career
in Arizona as a coach in the Athletes in
Training program from 2008 to 2010.
– Don Wade

US Service Sector Grows
At Slower Rate in November
U.S. services companies expanded at a
slower pace in November, an unsurprising
downshift after having grown in October at
the fastest rate in a dozen years.
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The Institute for Supply Management
said Tuesday, Dec. 5, that its services index
slipped last month to 57.4 from 60.1 in
October. Any reading above 50 signals expansion. The services sector has reported
growth for 95 consecutive months, a positive sign for the overall U.S. economy.
Anthony Nieves, chair of ISM's nonmanufacturing business committee survey, said that growth in recent months
reflects an improved global economy and
increasing consumer confidence.
Companies may see an additional
boost from the corporate tax cuts being
pushed by President Donald Trump and
the Republican congressional majorities,
said Katherine Judge, an economist at TD
Bank. The Senate and House are beginning to reconcile the differences in their
two tax bills for final passage.
More than 70 percent of U.S. jobs
comes from the service sector, so the signs
of continued expansion point to steady
gains for the broader economy in the
coming months.
– The Associated Press

THDA: Local Foreclosures
Dropping But Still High
Though the number of Shelby County
homes in foreclosure has dropped by more
than half since the end of 2014, the county
still has Tennessee’s highest delinquency
rate for home loan payments and is tied for
the highest foreclosure rate, according to
new research from the Tennessee Housing
Development Agency.
The report, which analyzed data from
the second quarter of 2017, found around
600 homes in foreclosure throughout
Shelby County, down more than 50 percent
from the roughly 1,300 homes in foreclosure at the beginning of 2015.
“We’re only seeing about one-sixth
of the foreclosures in Shelby County that
we saw at the height of the housing crisis,
which was particularly devastating to
Memphis homeowners,” THDA research
analyst Joe Speer said in a release.
However, Shelby County had a 74
percent higher foreclosure rate than the
statewide average, tying it with Cocke
County for the highest foreclosure rate
among the 51 Tennessee counties with
more than 2,000 active home loans. Shelby
County’s delinquency rate was the highest
in the state and 72 percent higher than the
statewide average.
Additionally, three Shelby County ZIP
codes – Southeast Shelby County’s 38125,
Frayser’s 38127 and Raleigh’s 38128 – were
in the top five in terms of total foreclosures
in the second quarter.
Statewide, the number of foreclosures
stood below 2,500 at the end of the second
quarter, down from more than 5,000 at the
start of 2015.
“Throughout 2016, our state’s foreclosure and delinquency numbers held
relatively stable and even inched upward
a bit in the first quarter of this year, so the
foreclosure decline seen here is a real success,” Speer said.
Both Tennessee and Shelby County
reached peak foreclosures totals in January 2011, with more than 16,000 and 3,800,
respectively.
– Patrick Lantrip

Toyota Boshoku
To Expand in Jackson
Automotive components manufacturer Toyota Boshoku Tennessee LLC is
planning to create more than 100 new
jobs in West Tennessee by expanding its
operations in Jackson.
With this $31 million expansion, Toyota
Boshoku will add 143,000 square feet to its
current facility in Jackson and will consolidate its welding operations and add new
equipment to its Madison County location,
resulting in 139 new jobs.
“Tennessee is known for its strength in
the automotive sector and it is because of
companies like Toyota Boshoku that the
automotive industry in Tennessee continues to grow and excel,” Tennessee Gov. Bill
Haslam said in a release.
Toyota Boshoku America Inc. serves as
the Western Hemisphere arm of its Kariya,
Japan-based parent company and employs
more than 11,000 people in 18 locations
throughout the United States, Canada,
Mexico, Brazil and Argentina.
“The support from the city of Jackson
and Madison County has been greatly appreciated since 2001,” said Toyota Boshoku
Tennessee President Kimihiko Sumino.
– Patrick Lantrip

UTHSC Campus
Going Smoke-Free
The University of Tennessee Health
Science Center will become a tobaccoand smoke-free campus effective Jan. 1.
The school is prohibiting the use of,
advertising, sale and free sampling of
tobacco products on university property,
facilities, grounds and controlled venues
24 hours a day, year-round.
The new policy will span 55 acres of
the campus, including sidewalks and
parking lots adjacent to university buildings and property. In addition, smoking
and tobacco use, along with the use of ecigarettes, will be prohibited in personal
vehicles while on university property.
Because UTHSC is a research institution, tobacco products or tobacco use may
be permitted under controlled circumstances for research purposes with prior
approval from the dean or director of the
facility where the research is conducted.
University Health Services will offer
cessation programs, support groups, and
nicotine replacement therapy for those
who smoke or use tobacco products.

agreed to begin to work toward a relocated
Brooks Museum on the west side of Front
Street between Union and Monroe avenues. A city fire station and parking garage
currently occupy that prime riverside real
estate on 2 acres owned by the city.
– Andy Meek

Grizzlies Owner Pera Faces
Decision on Buy/Sell Clause
A buy-sell provision in the agreement
between Memphis Grizzlies controlling
owner Robert Pera and minority owners
Steve Kaplan and Daniel Straus was exercised last week, according to a report from
The Athletic.
Pera purchased the Grizzlies in 2012
from Michael Heisley for $377 million.
When Kaplan and Straus entered the deal
as minority stakeholders, a clause was inserted in the agreement that would allow
them as soon as late October 2017 to set a
new valuation for the franchise.
Once the buy-sell provision is triggered,
Pera has to decide whether to buy out Kaplan and/or Straus to maintain his controlling interest in the team or cash out at the
set price and leave the ownership group.
According to multiple media reports,
the parties now have 60 to 90 days to negotiate. The value of NBA teams has spiked,
with both the Houston Rockets and Los Angeles Clippers selling for around $2 billion.
As of February, Forbes had the Grizzlies valued at $790 million – or more than
double what Pera paid for it in 2012.

Redbirds’ Clapp is Minor
League Manager of Year
Memphis Redbirds manager Stubby
Clapp has been named the Baseball
America Minor League Manager of the
Year, joining a group of skippers to earn
the award that includes Buck Showalter,
Terry Francona, Grady Little, and Ryne
Sandberg, among others, dating back to
1989.
Clapp, also the 2017 Pacific Coast
League Manager of the Year, is the first St.
Louis Cardinals minor league manager to
receive the Baseball America honor.
A former Redbirds and Cardinals players, Clapp in his first year as Memphis
manager steered the club to its third PCL
championship (2000, 2009, 2017) and a 97win season, combining the regular season
and the postseason.
The Redbirds went 91-50 in the regular season, setting a franchise record for
victories and becoming the first PCL team
since Tucson in 2006 to win 90 games in
the regular season.
The Redbirds’ success came while using 62 different players, including 14 making their Triple-A debuts, with 22 different
players also playing for St. Louis and nine
making their Major League debuts.
The Redbirds won a franchise-record
11 straight games from April 28-May 8 and
also won 12 straight home games from
July 3-27 and seven straight road games
from May 2-8.
– Don Wade

– Don Wade

EMPHASIS
ISSUES

What’s Coming Up
Contact us for
information on how
to advertise your
business.
901.528.8122

– Andy Meek

Museum Store Reopens
At Brooks Museum of Art
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art
has partnered with local restaurateur and
retailer Lisa Toro – co-owner of City & State
and The Liquor Store – on the redesign and
relaunch of the Brooks Museum Store.
The Brooks Museum Store will add
new selections each month to the fully
redesigned, 350-square-foot space on the
museum’s ground floor.
Admission to the museum is not required to visit the store. Current Brooks
members will receive a 10 percent discount
on any purchases made in the store and at
Cafe Brooks by Paradox.
The city of Memphis and the Brooks
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Investment firms in New York and Miami
have purchased the Gibson Guitar Factory
property in Downtown Memphis and an
additional warehouse Gibson Brands Inc.
owns in Nashville.
Described as a “complex transaction,”
real estate investment firms Somera Road
Inc. of New York and Tricera Capital of Miami
have teamed up to buy the iconic Memphis
property, which is situated due west of the
FedExForum and just south of the Beale
Street entertainment district.
“We’re especially interested in markets
with a growing and buzzing millennial
population, and we continue to invest in
those urban cores,” Scott Sherman of Tricera
Capital said. “Memphis checked all of the
boxes we look for in new markets. With the
continuously growing Downtown population, we are eager to use this transaction to
open the door to additional opportunities.
We want to capitalize on Memphis’ narrative
and economic growth.”
The transaction, which is expected to
close on Dec. 13, includes the 150,000-squarefoot factory and showroom located at 145 Lt.
George W. Lee Ave. and a 350-space parking
lot at 0 Pontotoc Ave.
Financial terms of the sale were not immediately available.
“Scott and I were aware of Memphis, but
until we visited, we had no idea how unique
this market is,” Ian Ross of Somera Road
said. “We’re excited to get to know the various stakeholders here and explore all viable
development options for the property. We
want to be great partners to the city and are
eager to engage the community to determine
what is best suited for this site.”
Ross and Sherman are still in the process
of determining the best use of the property
and have tapped Andy Cates and Andrew
Phillips of Colliers International for property
management and leasing services.
“The Gibson building is a prime location
in the heart of Downtown Memphis, and
it’s uniquely positioned at the epicenter of
growth,” Ross said. “We can’t wait to roll up

our sleeves and get to work.”
The new ownership group will seek a
transfer of Gibson’s existing payment-inlieu-of-taxes (PILOT) lease from the Downtown Memphis Commission’s Center City
Revenue Finance Corp. at the board’s meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 12.
Additionally, they will be requesting an
amendment to the existing lease agreement
to delete the minimum employment requirement and allow the property to be used for
“retail, office, permitted light industrial (e.g.,
such as continuing Gibson’s manufacturing
or operating a brewery), according to a letter
of intent.
When Nashville-based guitar maker Gibson Brands put its 6-acre, Beale Street Showcase and Guitar Factory up for sale in late
October, the real estate community knew the
hot property would be in demand.
The Daily News originally broke the
news that Gibson was selling its guitar factory and adjacent parking lot across South
B.B. King Boulevard from FedExForum on
Oct. 20. At the time, a representative of the
sellers told TDN that while Gibson won’t be
leaving Memphis anytime soon, the owners
felt the current location was too big for what
they need.
The next day, the guitar maker confirmed
that it was putting its Downtown Memphis
factory on the market and announced plans
to build and lease a new facility at an undisclosed location nearby to improve product
quality, increase production capacity and
potentially increase local employment.
At the time, CEO Henry Juszkiewicz said
Gibson Brands was seeking a buyer that
would allow Gibson to continue to operate
in the current location while the new facility
is under construction, according to the announcement.
Founded in 1894, Gibson produces musical instruments, consumer electronics and
professional audio equipment. Along with
the Memphis factory, it has production facilities in Nashville and in Bozeman, Montana.
The 24,080-square-foot Nashville facility,
which sits on a half-acre in the North Gulch
district, was also acquired by Somera Road
and Tricera Capital for $6.83 million, The
Tennessean reported on Nov. 14.
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50 YEARS LATER

New Redding biography offers different perspective on Stax’s role
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Almost 50 years to the day after he died in a plane
crash while on tour, the image and sound of soul singer
Otis Redding remains vital and relevant – and heard.
Redding showed up in the recent revival of “Twin
Peaks,” and the show’s creator, David Lynch, chose
the live version of “I’ve Been Loving You Too Long”
from Redding’s breakthrough performance at the 1967
Monterey Pop Festival.
“I just couldn’t believe that version,” Lynch said in
a September Q&A with Pitchfork magazine. “So much
feeling comes through that thing. It’s one of my all-time
favorites. I just go nuts. I start crying like a baby when
I hear that thing.”
Rhino, the musical reissue company, is set to release
a 7-inch vinyl single of “(Sittin’ On) The Dock of the Bay”
Jan. 9, one day after the 50th anniversary of the single’s
original release in 1968. It will include the original cut
of the song, not the more familiar final version mixed
by Steve Cropper after Redding’s death.
Redding died Dec. 10, 1967, when the plane carrying him and his backing band, The Bar-Kays, to a gig
plunged into Lake Monona in Madison, Wisconsin.
Bar-Kays member James Alexander had taken a different flight. Trumpet player Ben Cauley was the only
person on the plane who survived.
It didn’t take long for a sort of pop culture catechism
to form around the 26-year-old soul singer from Macon,
Georgia, who recorded at Memphis’ Stax Records. But
a new biography by Jonathan Gould, “Otis Redding: An
Unfinished Life,” is challenging the traditional version
of Redding’s talent and the role Stax Records played in
developing it.
“For me, the biggest challenge in writing the book
was to – in the absence of Otis’ actual words, because,
of course, he did hardly any interviews while he was
alive – to just get in the mindset of these events from
his point of view,” Gould said.
The biography questions and examines the white
privilege that has influenced
the view of Redding’s all-toobrief story over the last five
decades.
“The people who were
involved with Stax and the
people who were involved with
Otis and his management –
most of whom were white – for
white southerners of that era
to extend themselves to work
with black artists … particularly Phil Walden in Macon set
himself up for a lot of disapproval from the people around
him,” Gould said. “The story
has always sort of been told …
in terms of the opportunities
that a company like Stax or a
manager like Phil Walden provided for Otis Redding.
At a certain point in the course of writing this book, the
balance sort of shifted for me. And I truly started to see
it in a different way.”
To Gould, Redding was developing and evolving
rapidly into a revolutionary performer and recording
artist the last year of his life, with complete control of
what he recorded and what he did on stage.
“There’s this amazing contrast between his formidable physical presence and this enormous emotional
vulnerability that he expressed in his singing. They

Otis Redding's album, "Telling the Truth" on display at the Stax Museum. A new biography – without any words
from Redding himself – challenges the role the Stax Museum played in Redding's talent. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
played off of one another in a really
interesting way,” Gould said. “You
didn’t expect a man that looked that
way to be so vulnerable … and then
turn around and be capable of such
assertive sexuality.”
In the studio, Redding was in
control from the start.
“Otis was effectively the arranger
on almost all of his sessions at Stax,
particularly where the horns were
concerned,” Gould said. “He really
functioned by virtue of
just force of personality.”
But he also was
evolving in a way
Gould believes was
outgrowing Stax Records and the basic
vision of Stax cofounder Jim Stewart.
And by one account
that Gould believes
is accurate, Redding
and Atlantic Records
producer Jerry Wexler
talked shortly before
Redding’s death about
Wexler producing his
next record.
“Jim Stewart was not a Sam Phillips,” Gould said, referring to the
Sun Records founder. “Sam Phillips
was enormously full of himself and
a hugely grandiose personality. But
the germ of truth in all of that is that
Sam Phillips really was something
of a visionary. Jim Stewart was not
a visionary.”
Even so, Gould says, Stewart was
honest in his business dealings with

Redding at a time when that wasn’t
the norm. And like other record
moguls, including Motown founder
Berry Gordy, Stewart was focused
on radio-friendly singles, even as
albums began to overtake singles
in sales.
“What he did was to kind of be
in the right place at the right time
and allow people in most cases to
literally walk in the door of his studio
and present him with their talents,”
Gould said of Stewart. “What I tried
to do is look rather carefully at the
forms of agency he did exert. I think
everybody agrees he didn’t have a
good ear.”
In the book, Gould writes that
Stewart passed on Wexler’s offer to
have Aretha Franklin record at Stax
and that shortly before Redding’s
death there was some talk of Franklin
and Redding recording an album
together.
Whether that album would have
come to fruition, and what it would
have sounded like, is one of numerous possibilities never realized. One
of Franklin’s biggest hits was her
cover and rearrangement of Redding’s song “Respect.”
But Gould speculates that even
without a duet, Redding’s musical
curiosity by the last year of his life
probably included what Wexler and
Atlantic Records recording engineer
Tom Dowd were doing sonically with
Franklin.
“If you listen to the marvelous
recordings that Tom Dowd did
with Aretha where her voice is just
exploding off the record … this rich

balance of sound – Otis by then was
sophisticated enough to understand
the difference between that and
frankly Jim Stewart’s engineering,”
Gould said. “I think he was ready to
take his big talent and move it into a
larger arena of recording.”
Gould acknowledges that his
judgments on Stax are at odds with
those of other authors who have
written about the Memphis recording studio and label. But he says he’s
not diminishing the role of Stax in
American culture.
“If they did nothing but put together and sustain that extraordinary
band that they had, their reputation
as a record company would be immortal anyway,” he said.
“(Sittin’ On) The Dock of the Bay”
is cited in just about every book about
Stax and Redding as a sea change in
his career and soul music. The other
material recorded with it for Redding’s next album, Gould believes,
would have been a bigger breakthrough musically and culturally.
“I think his next album would
have been, if one takes the material
that was left behind … that material
alone could have been combined
into what would have been the most
spectacular original album by an
African-American artist I think that
anybody had ever heard,” Gould said.
“Because the imagination wasn’t
there or the determination and the
vision wasn’t there because Otis
wasn’t there, that material was
released in this kind of cautious,
piecemeal sort of way. Nobody knew
quite what to do with it.”
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Ranked-Choice Voting Goes on Ballot
Again, Term Limits Could Join It

City Council members were unanimous Tuesday in giving final approval to a referendum ordinance that would repeal a move
to ranked-choice voting in the 2019 elections. 
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis City Council members gave
final approval Tuesday, Dec. 5, to a November 2018 referendum that would repeal the
use of ranked-choice voting (RCV) in some
city council races starting with 2019 city
elections.
It also approved on the first of three
readings another referendum for the November ballot that would extend the current
limit of two consecutive terms of office for
council members and the mayor to a threeterm limit starting with the 2019 elections.
The final vote on the RCV ballot question was opposed by a vocal presence at
City Hall.
RCV lets voters indicate a second and
third preference in a race. If no candidate
gets a majority in the initial vote count, the
other preferences come into play as the
candidates with the lowest first choice vote
counts are eliminated until someone get a
majority of votes. That second vote count
of the same ballots would replace a runoff.
“I’m here to ask you to not disenfranchise me, not to disenfranchise the vote I
already made,” said Brad Watkins of the
Mid-South Peace and Justice Center, referring to the 2008 charter amendment referendum that make RCV part of the charter.
“If this is how you protect my vote, don’t
love me so much.”
Watkins said undoing the previous referendum with another makes the original
referendum “a very expensive exit poll.”
Other critics questioned the motives of the
current council as political “gatekeepers.”

Veteran Democratic politico Del Gill,
however, argued that voters weren’t focused on one in a set of city charter amendments in 2008 when the presidential race
won by Barack Obama was at the top of
the ballot.
“In 2008, most of us were busy that night
with ‘Yes, you can’ and nobody noticed
those things at the bottom of the list,” he
said. “What’s to fear? This is the democratic
republic process at work. Put it back on the
ballot and let people have the chance.”
Sam Goff, who is a candidate for Shelby
County Commission next year, had the
same question as Gill but with a different
perspective.
“What’s to fear?” he asked, speaking
immediately after Gill. “A failed experiment
can’t fail if it’s not been tried. We have not
had an opportunity to see if this works for
Memphis.”
Council attorney Allan Wade questioned the motives of those who say rankedchoice voting would undo the dilution of
black voting power they attribute to runoff
elections. Wade made his point by recalling
the 1991 federal lawsuit that ended runoff
elections in the mayor’s race and abolished
citywide city council seats – a case he was
involved in.
“This is not a civil rights issue,” he said.
“The civil rights issue was decided when
(federal) Judge Jerome Turner entered a
consent decree reconstructing our entire
electoral system.”
Before those changes, Wade said white
politicos would flood races with a strong
black candidate guaranteeing the race
would go to a runoff that a white candidate
could win.

“

What’s to fear? A failed
experiment can’t fail if it’s
not been tried. We have not
had an opportunity to see if
this works for Memphis.”
–Sam Goff, Shelby County Commission candidate

He pointed to the 1982 special election
for mayor. J.O. Patterson Jr., a black city
council member and the interim mayor,
finished first in that election, ahead of Dick
Hackett, the white contender. In the runoff
that followed Hackett won.
Without the runoff provision, Willie
Herenton became the city’s first elected
African-American mayor in a 142-vote victory over Hackett in 1991.
“The issue was how to prevent voter dilution,” Wade said. “The way that was done
at the council level, the decree required
seven of the council members on this council would be elected from districts that had
greater than 68 percent African-American
population.”
Wade said it’s no coincidence that since
that happened the council has had a majority of seven African-American members
compared to a white majority of seven
before the decree.
“My point is, who are you protecting?

The system protects African-American
voters,” he said. “(RCV) is not going to help
black voters. They are already protected by
the system – period, end of story.”
Wade was jeered heavily by the crowd
as council chairman Berlin Boyd warned he
would have police restore order.
Wade then said a system of second and
third choices on the same ballot could lead
to another form of crowding a race.
“We would be right back to where we
were in 1982,” he said. “I just have to point
that out to this body. I’m concerned that is
a clear possibility.”
Wade also suggested a direct attack on
what remains of the runoff provision in the
seven single-member council districts.
“You can eliminate runoffs completely,”
he said. “Take them out. Don’t even get into
this. Let’s just go straight up and let the best
person win.”
Meanwhile, council member Bill Morrison, the sponsor of the term-limits extension referendum question, confirmed
Tuesday that if the expansion of term limits
goes on the ballot in November and if voters approve it, it would apply to six current
council members who are currently serving
their second consecutive term of office.
That would mean they could seek a third
term of office in the 2019 elections.
“This is about service,” Morrison said in
making his case at the council executive session, citing eight years of work on a Raleigh
Town Center on the site of the old Raleigh
Springs Mall. The town center project broke
ground last Saturday.
“Had I been term-limited, this would
have died before Raleigh even had a chance
to get it,” Morrison said. “Nothing binds the
next council to get anything done.”
Morrison’s rationale is a common lament of city council members and county
commissioners who find a four-year term
moves quickly.
“You spend your first term learning the
budget, relationships, building a rapport
with the administration, learning your district where everyone probably didn’t vote
for you,” he said. “So you try to build those
bridges and learn how to do the job. Then
you are running for re-election. … Eight
years to me is simply not enough to be effective to serve the constituents. … Should
there be term limits? Yes. I think 12 years
works perfectly fine.”
The wording of the referendum ordinance changed from its initial draft to
extend the limit of two consecutive terms
on the mayor’s office to permit a mayor to
serve three terms.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland reacted
to the change by saying he has no intention
of serving more than two terms even if the
extension is approved by voters.
“I respect whatever decision the council
makes, but my record on this has been clear:
I voted for the two-term limit at the ballot
box, and I would only serve two terms at
most as mayor even if the council and citizens vote for this change,” Strickland said
in a written statement.
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Growth Spurt: Pinnacle Financial
Executive Talks Strategy in Memphis
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Executives with Pinnacle Financial
Partners in Memphis are “so granular”
in maintaining a pipeline of candidates
they’d like to recruit to work at the bank
that they meet every week to discuss the
pool of potential hires.
Pinnacle also is aggressively building
out its presence in Memphis and beyond
by using locations like new loan production offices to establish a toehold in new
areas where it would like to grow its business. To the point where the bank might
eventually want to put a new branch in
those areas.
All of it is part of a roadmap Pinnacle is
following toward a specific goal – to grow
assets in the Memphis MSA to $2.5 billion
five years after the acquisition of Magna
Bank by Pinnacle in 2015.
That acquisition is what brought
Nashville-based Pinnacle into the Memphis banking market. It’s also why the
bank is growing, and growing fast, at
the moment – it has acknowledged that
it can’t hit its target size using Magna’s
footprint alone.
Pinnacle’s current growth plan includes opening two new loan production
offices, a new mortgage office and a fullservice banking office in different areas
of the city.
“As part of a five-year plan, we identified areas where we need to be to generate
really small business loans and mortgage
loans and some consumer loans,” said
Pinnacle Memphis chairman Kirk Bailey.
“And we also need to be where we don’t
have existing branches.”
Construction is underway on loan
production offices in Whitehaven on Elvis
Presley Boulevard and in Bartlett on Whitten Road. Pinnacle’s mortgage team also
is part of a project that broke ground on
Getwell Road earlier this month.
Bailey said Pinnacle is finalizing plans
for a new branch at 1651 Union Ave.,
where the bank plans to start construction likely in the first quarter of 2018. Occupancy there is planned for sometime in
the fourth quarter of 2018.
Then there’s the opening of Pinnacle’s new main office in the Ridgeway
Center at 949 S. Shady Grove Road. That
location houses a full banking office and
drive-thru, as well as nearly 100 financial
advisers, market leaders and support staff.
It replaces the previous main office on
Quail Hollow Road.
The new Shady Grove office encompasses 35,000 square feet and includes
additional room to grow. The space has a
“learning center” with video conferencing technology for clients, associates and
community events.
Pinnacle is growing deliberately, Bailey said, and purposefully fast.

Pinnacle Financial Partners is expanding broadly in the Memphis area, as evidenced by this new mortgage office the bank
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
holding company is constructing on Getwell Road in Southaven near Snowden Grove Park.

“

We’re committed to serving
the whole marketplace,
and all sectors of the
marketplace. And that’s not
just in Memphis.”
–Kirk Bailey, Pinnacle Memphis chairman

“We’re committed to serving the
whole marketplace, and all sectors of the
marketplace. And that’s not just in Memphis,” he said. “If you just kind of plot out
where our branches are, our current bank
branches are up and down Poplar Avenue,
soon to be Union Avenue and then Germantown Parkway. There are certain sectors that we’re not covering and that we
need to provide some coverage for. And
building bank branches – if you witness
what’s gone on with Union Avenue – can
take quite a while.”
That’s a reference to delays that have
accompanied Pinnacle’s new Midtown
branch on Union as it works to accommodate design-related concerns from
residents, among other things.

The bank needs to put loan production offices in areas to provide some coverage in those areas, Bailey said.
“These offices are designed to generate mortgage loans and also small business loans and to a certain extent be a
point of outreach to the local community
in those areas so we have a physical presence there,” Bailey said. “Those offices
can be put up faster, and we don’t have
to go through all the regulatory approvals
that we have to go through sometimes to
get a bank branch approved. We’ve also
got other spots we’re looking at, but we
really haven’t announced those yet.”
Meanwhile, Pinnacle has continued
staffing up in Memphis at a steady clip,
with announcements of new hires at least
every other week.
Bailey said the bank stays in regular
contact with professionals it has identified around the area as a potential good
fit for Pinnacle, and tries to win them over.
Pinnacle bankers meet regularly – every
week – to strategize about that and talk
regularly with bankers elsewhere about
“how happy they are where they are.”
“It’s a constant process,” Bailey said
about recruitment.
It appears to be paying off. According
to the bank deposit market share that
comes out once a year from the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corp., Pinnacle Financial Partners moved into the top 10
banks this year among the dozens in the
local market.
That ranking is based on each institu-

tion’s share of the market’s customer deposits. During the 12 months ended June
30, 2017, – the latest FDIC report of such
data – Pinnacle added more than $315
million in deposits in the MSA, representing a growth rate of 67 percent.
That moved Pinnacle from No. 11 on
the list in 2016 to No. 7 this year.

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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real estate recap

Container Apartments Planned for Medical District
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

126 N BELLEVUE BLVD.
MEMPHIS, TN 38104
APPLICATION DATE: Dec. 20, 2017
OWNER: Fred Spikner, Spikner Enterprises LLC
TENANT: Residential
ENGINEER: The Reaves Firm
DETAILS: Memphis businessman Fred
Spikner of Spikner Enterprises LLC
has submitted plans to the Memphis
and Shelby County Board of Adjustment for an apartment complex made
from shipping containers.
Located on a vacant lot at 126 N. Bellevue Blvd., between Jefferson and
Poplar avenues, the project hopes to
serve as a “catalyst for future developments and improvements in the area,”
according to the application for a
conditional-use permit.
“The project will be a multifamily residential development similar to those
immediately surrounding the subject
property,” Spikner wrote.

Spikner, along with Dorothy Spikner
and Dartell Treadwell, are listed as the
property owners on the application,
while The Reaves Firm was tapped to
handle the engineering and surveying
work.
Currently, the subject property is
divided among two parcels that total
a little more than 0.6 acres and were
appraised for a combined $15,800, according to the Shelby County Property
Assessor’s website.
In addition to Spikner Enterprises,
Spikner also owns Spikner Inc., a
screen-printing and embroidery
business, and Park Place Recycling &
Logistics.

Container
Apartments

814 JEFFERSON AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38105
APPLICATION DATE: Dec. 20, 2017
OWNER: City of Memphis, Shelby
County
TENANT: Shelby County Health Department
ARCHITECT: Susan Golden, brg3s
DETAILS: The Shelby County Health
Department is seeking a variance
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from the Board of Adjustment for construction of a new facility at its current
814 Jefferson Ave. location.
The first phase of the project calls for
the demolition of an existing, freestanding auditorium and construction
of a new 79,000-square-foot building
that will house the clinics and administrative areas, according to the
application submitted to the Office of
Planning and Development.
When construction of the new building is completed, the health department’s existing facility will be demolished to make way for a new parking
area and possible future developments.
Since the plans call for less side street
frontage than allowed by the Medical
District overlay section of the Unified
Development Code (UDC), a variance from the Board of Adjustment is
required.
Without the variance, the health
department argues that the project
would not be feasible due to cost and it
would be hamstrung for future on-site
expansion and development plans.
If granted, the new layout will allow
the Shelby County Health Department
to implement a master plan that would
“fulfill the intent of the UDC.”
4070 WILLOW LAKE BLVD.
MEMPHIS, TN 38118 (ET AL.)
SALE AMOUNT: $11.3 million (combined)
BUYER: Triumph Real Estate Corp.
SELLER: Prologis Inc.
LOAN AMOUNT: $8 million (combined)
LENDER: Ameritas Life Insurance
Corp.
DETAILS: San Francisco-based logistics real estate firm Prologis Inc. is
continuing its selling streak in Memphis with the sale of four properties
to Denver, Colorado-based Triumph
Real Estate Corp. for a combined $11.3
million.

The four sites are located at 4070
Willow Lake Blvd. and 3860, 3920 and
3943 Delp St. in Memphis.
Prologis senior vice president Megan
Robert signed the deeds on behalf of
the sellers.
In conjunction with the purchase,
Triumph took out two mortgages with
Ameritas Life Insurance Corp. totaling
$8 million.
Triumph Real Estate Corp. founder
Paul Ruff signed the loan documents
on behalf of the borrowers.
3292 E. HOLMES ROAD
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
PERMIT AMOUNT: $35.9 million
PROJECT COST: $72 million
OWNER: IDI Gazeley
TENANT: Amazon
CONTRACTOR: Tricore Builders Inc.
DETAILS: Tricore Builders Inc., the
contractor building Amazon’s new $72
million receive center in Memphis, has
filed a $35.9 million building permit
application with construction code
officials for new construction, interior
offices and warehouse modifications
at the Amazon project's site.
This marks the second multimilliondollar building permit application
Tricore has filed this month for the facility, which will be located at 3292 E.
Holmes Road in southeast Memphis.
On Nov. 18, Tricore and Atlanta-based
developer IDI Gazeley, which owns the
land, applied for a $2 million permit
for footing and foundation work.
In October, Amazon confirmed
that it was planning a $72 million,
615,440-square-foot receive center
that would employ 600 workers.
The facility will collect and repackage
products for distribution to fulfillment
centers across the country.
Amazon was granted a 15-year payment-in-lieu-of-taxes incentive from
the Economic Development Growth
Engine for Memphis and Shelby
County on Oct. 18.
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G OV E R N M E N T

County Commission Readies Round
Two in Legal Skirmish With Mayor
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners voted
Monday, Dec. 4, to hire another attorney
to represent it in an ongoing legal battle
with county mayor Mark Luttrell over
opioid litigation. And the commission
approved a resolution declaring opioid
abuse a “public nuisance” as an opening
to legal depositions of opioid manufacturers and distributors.
Both actions were added to the commission agenda Monday and were followed by intense debate.
Attorney Allan Wade, attorney for
the Memphis City Council who also represents the city administration on individual matters, will continue to represent
the commission in a Chancery Court case
before Chancellor Jim Kyle.
Kyle ruled last month that the commission overstepped its duties in the
county charter by hiring a law firm and
filing a lawsuit in Circuit Court against
two dozen opioid manufacturers and
distributors. Kyle said that is the responsibility of the county mayor under the
county charter.
But Kyle refused to order the opioid
lawsuit in Circuit Court to be withdrawn
or voided. Instead he gave Luttrell until
the end of the year to intervene in the
Circuit Court case.
Luttrell and the county administration have filed a motion to intervene
since then.
County commission chairwoman
Heidi Shafer has said the commission is
negotiating terms of the administration’s
intervention in the lawsuit. Luttrell has
taken the position that the administration
will intervene to oversee the direction of
the opioid lawsuit, including possibly
replacing the attorney hired by the commission in the matter.
“This agreement is solely to defend
this commission in the lawsuit brought by
the mayor against the county commission
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Unbiased.
The Memphis News addresses the
topics that matter most to local
executives and professionals, and
delivers prioritized information in a
format that provides both
fast-takeaway news and more
in-depth features. The result is a
better way to engage our readers –
the leaders of today and tomorrow!

in Chancery Court – nothing else,” Wade
told commissioners. “My approach is to
end litigation as quickly as possible.”
Kyle is to hear a motion Friday by
Wade to dissolve his earlier injunction
against the commission.
Meanwhile, the nuisance declaration
includes a long list of opioid manufacturers and distributors the commission
would like to question. While the commission doesn’t have subpoena power,
Wade said it sets the stage for depositions
in the Circuit Court lawsuit.
“You are utilizing the subpoena
power to get the testimony you need
to make your decisions,” Wade said.
“You don’t have it
independent of a
lawsuit.”
But commissioner Mark Billingsley questioned
the broad scope of
companies includBILLINGSLEY
ing local employers.
“You are calling
out some of the largest
employers in Shelby County,” he said.
“We’re pretty much being judge and
jury here.”
Commissioner Steve Basar termed it
a “laundry list.”
“These are major companies. We are
a distribution center,” he said. “We are
in essence saying that major employers
who live in Shelby County and pay property taxes in Shelby County are illegally
marketing opioids, and I can’t stand for
that at all.’
“This is the way you find your facts,”
replied Shafer, who directed the filing of
the Circuit Court lawsuit that was later
ratified by the commission. “This is the
way you find your dollar amounts.”
Shafer contends the commission has
to act because of the urgency of opioid
addiction in Shelby County and Wade
said the commission’s legislative function includes studying and acting on

sion revisited its final vote on proposed
pay raises for the mayor, sheriff, trustee,
register, assessor and county clerk that
failed in a set of commission votes in
November.
The commission resurrected both ordinances and raised the pay of the sheriff
from $116,955 a year to $135,575. But the
commission left the county mayor’s pay
at $142,500 a year.
The pay of the sheriff and mayor are
tied together in the county charter. In
the charter, the sheriff’s pay must be no
less than 80 percent and no more than 95
percent of the county mayor’s pay.
A final vote on the raise is expected at
the Dec. 18 commission meeting and the
ordinance needs nine votes (two-thirds
majority) to pass.
Commissioner David Reaves said he
plans to propose a charter amendment
at a later date that would break the connection of the mayor’s and sheriff’s pay.
Commissioners then voted down a
bid to resurrect proposed pay raises for
the trustee, county clerk, register and
assessor.

such issues.
“One of your legislative functions is to
investigate and develop information from
which you can make informed decisions
on how to legislate,” Wade said.
“Every attorney in this county sees this
as an opportunity to make more money,”
Billingsley said. “I think of the poor victims of opioids who
have been forgotten
weeks ago.”
Commissioner
Terry Roland said
attorneys in the Circuit Court suit are
“not costing the taxpayers anything.”
“The only thing
ROLAND
costing the taxpayers is our attorney
that we have to defend ourselves because
the mayor sued us,” he said, referring to
the Chancery Court lawsuit. “All you want
to see is through the rose-colored glasses
of what the mayor wants you to see. The
mayor doesn’t run me.”
In other action Monday, the commis-
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E D U C AT I O N

School Board Members Point
To ‘Culture’ of Grade-Changing
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

An independent investigation that
confirmed grade-changing allegations at
Trezevant High School in a “systemic pattern” points to a “culture” of improprieties
in the school system, several Shelby County
Schools board members said Tuesday,
Dec. 5.
Former U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton
headed up the investigation and the report
made public Tuesday covers more than
1,000 verified grade changes at the Frayser
high school from 2012 to 2016.
Some but not all of the grade changing
was directed by football coach Teli White,
according to the report.
“There is substantial evidence of systemic academic improprieties at Trezevant
High School from 2012-2016,” Stanton
told school board members Tuesday.
“Investigators found what appears to be a
systemic pattern of changing failing grades
to passing grades without requiring the
students to repeat the courses they failed.
The evidence suggests that this practice
was approved by the school administration
during these years.”
Immediately after SCS board members
waived their attorney-client privilege and
were briefed by Stanton Tuesday evening,
superintendent Dorsey Hopson recommended firing White.
SCS board chairwoman Shante Avant
preceded Stanton’s briefing by apologizing
to parents of students at Trezevant.
Many of the more than 1,000 grades
were changed over the five-year period
by Shirley Quinn, a school secretary at
Trezevant, who was allowed to resign at
the outset of the scandal when she refused
to implicate anyone else. At the start of the
2016-2017 school year, Trezevant’s new
principal, Ronnie Mackin, reported the
grade changes and Hopson began an immediate investigation that quickly led to
Quinn. It also prompted Hopson to take
the Trezevant football team off the field for
a game that it forfeited.
School officials conducting that first
internal investigation had reason to believe
others must have been involved but didn’t
have proof, Hopson said at the time.
White was suspended and eventually
reassigned to Melrose High School to coach
that school’s football team. But just as the
current school year began and White was
to begin his duties at Melrose, the school
system suspended him again.
The reason was Quinn had given a
television interview implicating White in
the grade changes she made.
The independent investigation called
for by Hopson followed Mackin’s resignation in June with a six-page letter that
alleged widespread grade changing by
White, a cover-up, sexual harassment and
other violations of school policies. Mackin
resigned after the school system decided
he would not return to lead the high school

“

We know that there is a
culture that needs to be
changed. And I am going to
say that now is the time we
clean house.”
–Stephanie Love, SCS board member

More than 1,000 grades were changed at Trezevant High the last five years, enabling
53 students to graduate who were not eligible to graduate.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
after a year at the helm. Mackin said he was
being made the “scapegoat” for problems
he notified the school system of earlier in
the year.
Stanton led an investigation limited to
the grade-changing allegations, while other
attorneys investigated other allegations
made by Mackin.
Hopson and SCS board members
vowed Tuesday to root out a "culture" that
the Stanton report concluded may exist at
other schools as well.
SCS board member Stephanie Love,
whose district includes Trezevant High,
was the most vocal about holding more
people accountable.
“We know that there is a culture that
needs to be changed,” she said. “And I am
going to say that now is the time we clean
house.”
Love said others at the school and in
the school system had to notice there were
students who shouldn’t have been able to
graduate.
“I find it very disrespectful to the children whose parents entrust us to educate
them on a daily basis that we have to spend
the amount of money we had to spend
on this investigation,” she said. “I know
that there are people here who knew that
something wasn’t right and it didn’t take
this investigation to know that something
wasn’t right.”
Hopson said he was just as “disgusted”
as Love and the board members.
“We’ve got a culture of intimidation
and fear, notwithstanding the training,
that permeates this district and has for
decades,” he said.
The 258-page Stanton report concludes
“additional investigation of academic improprieties at other schools in the District
is warranted.”
Transcript changes at other schools
reviewed by the accounting firm Dixon
Hughes Goodman as part of the independent probe found the average number of
transcript changes from a failing grade
to a passing grade per school is 53. Such
grades can be changed under certain policies that amount to a review, with checks

and balances and several steps that school
secretaries and others are trained in.
The grade-changing practices noted
in the Stanton report are not those kind of
changes. And one tip-off for investigators
is a high number of grade changes.
The analysis by Dixon Hughes found
some schools have transcript changes at a
rate 10 times higher than the per school average of 53 and Trezevant was near the top.
“In particular, Trezevant had the second highest number of changes with 461
between July of 2012 and October of 2016,”
the Dixon Hughes report reads.
The Stanton report says Quinn changed
more than 1,000 grades on student transcripts, including 313 from failing to passing grades. Some but not all of the changes
were directed by White. The result was
that over the five-year period, 53 ineligible
students got diplomas.
The Stanton report found "no evidence" that football players at Trezevant or
their families were paid by White, but noted
that the investigators didn't have the power
to subpoena financial records.
But it did conclude the school system
has “a legitimate basis to question Mackin
in connection with his supervision of the
financial secretary” at the start of his only
school year at Trezevant.
While the financial secretary at
Trezevant was on a leave of absence, the
report concludes there was “an opportunity for financial abuse.” By the end of the
same school year, the school system’s labor
relations office was investigating “misappropriation of funds and/or falsification
of receipt books that supposedly occurred
in the fall of 2016.”
In his resignation letter, Mackin said
one of the school’s assistant principals
discovered three teachers stealing money
and making out false receipts. She notified
labor relations.
Mackin denied any wrongdoing, but
said he was told by those investigating the
incident that he – Mackin – was suspected
of stealing the money. Mackin claimed
money had been missing from the school’s
accounts the previous school year.

Quinn was allowed to resign before the
internal investigation when school system
officials said she would not name others
who might be involved. Just as then, school
system leaders say there is reason to believe
others at the school must have known at
least something about the scandal based on
how systemic it was. And Hopson pointed
out Tuesday the investigation shows it involved more than student-athletes.
The investigation concludes the goal
was to pump up Trezevant's graduation
rate.
Hopson alleges White lied to the school
system and to independent investigators
about his involvement and that altered
transcripts with handwritten notes were
on White's laptop.
White denied knowledge of any gradechanging or any interest in the eligibility
status of his players to play college football.
“The evidence shows that Coach White
would store the original ‘true’ transcript
on his computer prior to the transcript
changes. Several weeks later, the grades
on the transcripts would be changed by
someone using Quinn’s credentials,” the
report reads. “Shortly after the changes,
the updated transcripts were then stored
on Coach White’s desktop computer.
The logical inference is that Coach White
received and reviewed the true transcript,
then calculated whether the student’s GPA
and ACT score established NCAA eligibility.
If he determined that the combination did
not meet NCAA requirements, he would
communicate to Quinn (or whoever was
using her credentials) the GPA the student needed to be eligible to play college
football.”
White is quoted telling school system
investigators that he would change the
grades of students with the assistance of
school secretaries and no paperwork.
“I would say I didn’t mean to give this
kid a 65 and meant to give him an 80,”
White is quoted as telling SCS investigators
in their notes of the interview, which are
an appendix to the report. “I don’t mean
to fail no kid. If they show up and half way
participate, they will pass.”
White said he didn’t fill out any forms
and that sometimes Quinn would ask him
about a student’s grades without him approaching her to change grades.
Quinn said there were never forms to
fill out.
The school board unanimously approved Tuesday the notice of charges by
Hopson against White that are part of the
recommendation to fire White. White has
the right to a hearing and to appeal based
on the results of that hearing. The board
vote Tuesday is the start of the dismissal
process.
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H E A LT H CA R E

Coalition Signs on for Healthy Housing Program

Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland has an inhaler for an asthma condition. Numerous
city agencies are teaming up to create more healthy home environments.  (Submitted)

MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

Leaders from Memphis and Shelby
County and representatives from nearly 25
partner organizations signed an agreement
Thursday morning, Nov. 30, at the Benjamin L. Hooks Central Library in East Memphis to work together on Tennessee’s first
Green & Healthy Homes Initiative (GHHI)
led by the Baltimore-based organization.
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital,
though its work treating local children with
asthma-related conditions, spearheaded
the effort to form the coalition.
The National Center for Healthy Housing ranks the Memphis MSA worst out of 45
metro areas for unhealthy housing. Subpar
housing has been linked to poor health
outcomes, high utility bills, evictions, and
lower academic achievement for children
who have lead poisoning or asthma.
Poisoning caused by lead paint in
pre-1978 housing, and chronic asthma
triggered by pests like roaches and rats and
mold from water leaks are more common
among residents of substandard housing
in poorer neighborhoods.
Thursday’s discussion centered on how
to improve the ecosystem to make children
healthier and improve the quality of housing for families.

“What I would like to see … is an easier
system for citizens to be able to navigate
and get the support that they need so that
their children have better health outcomes,
that families are stable, and that they know
where to go to get resources,” said Paul
Young, director of Housing and Community Development for the city of Memphis.
Young touted programs by the city and
county focused on weatherization, fixing
lead-paint issues and utility assistance, as
well as Habitat for Humanity’s Aging in
Place housing program.
“I often say we don’t necessarily have
an affordable housing problem in this
community, we have a quality affordable
housing problem,” Young said.
Partners on the new initiative include
government, health, housing and social
service organizations, which will work
together to establish a framework that will
address housing services, assets, barriers
and ways to improve coordination of housing programs.
Participating organizations include
BLDG Memphis, Habitat for Humanity,
Memphis Bioworks Foundation, Memphis NAACP, Neighborhood Preservation
Inc., United Housing Inc., Tennessee
Valley Authority, Memphis Area Legal Services, Memphis Lead Safe Collaborative,
Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division,
Safeways Inc., the Shelby County Health

Department, and the University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law.
Asthma is the most chronic childhood
disease and a leading reason that children
are admitted to Le Bonheur. To fight the
epidemic, in 2012 Le Bonheur established
an evidence-based program, CHAMP
(Changing High-Risk Asthma in Memphis
through Partnership) focused on treating
asthma and preventing multiple hospital
visits for at-risk children in living in poverty.
“We knew how to treat their asthma –
we’re really good at treating asthma – but
what we learned through the course of
the CHAMP’s program was that we were
sending these well-cared for, well-treated
children back into an environment where
their housing was absolutely substandard,”
said Le Bonheur president and CEO Meri
Armour. “When you talk about a Christ
child being in the manger with straw, that’s
really how some of these children were
sleeping – on the floor, on straw mats, no
beds, sometimes no blanket, with pests,
mold and infestation.”
The CHAMP program reduced hospitalizations by 70 percent for enrolled
children over five years.
Many health problems caused by
poor housing conditions are preventable.
In most cases, they can be corrected by
targeted improvements that focus on
making homes lead-safe, dry, pest-free,
well-ventilated, safe, maintained, clean and
energy-efficient.
“Memphis happens to be the asthma
capital of the nation, and children here
suffer significantly from a disease that really
creates morbidity and often times mortality, for children,” Armour said.
After recognizing the severity and scale
of the problem, a coalition of agencies began to collaborate in 2014 to change how
substandard housing is addressed.
The Healthy Homes Partnership (HHP)
was established by Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital, the city’s Division of Housing and
Community Development, the University
of Memphis law school and several other
agencies.
HHP has expanded to include dozens
of organizations representing the housing,
public health, legal services, home energy
efficiency, neighborhood preservation, and
workforce development sectors. In 2016,

the coalition began seeking technical assistance from the Green & Healthy Homes
Initiative.
“As climate risks continue to pose risks
to our communities like extreme heat and
flooding, and become more prevalent
in the future, these stress vulnerabilities
like unhealthy and inefficient housing
disproportionately impact those in our
community with the least means,” said
John Zeanah, Memphis and Shelby County
Planning and Development deputy director. “This compact is a positive step toward
aligning those efforts, coordinating across
public and nonprofit sectors to address
these issues.”
In a recent survey conducted by the
Health Department, 63 percent of respondents felt that poverty was a significant
issue in their community in Shelby County.
“We know that poverty and conditions
of housing, whether it’s affordability, the
quality, or the location of housing, really
determines health outcomes as well as longevity,” said Dr. Alisa Haushalter, director
of the Memphis and Shelby County Health
Department.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland shared
a personal connection to the initiative with
attendees.
“I have asthma,” he said. “The outside
environment is really hard for someone
with asthma. If the indoor environment is
hard, I can’t imagine how tough it is for a
young person.”
Memphis becomes the 24th city to sign
the compact for GHHI and the 33rd city to
join the GHHI network.
“The kids in Memphis, families in
Memphis, and seniors in Memphis are
going to be far better off from this day
forward,” said GHHI president and CEO
Ruth Ann Norton. “Families that we were
working directly with in Baltimore were
losing 23 days’ worth of time just trying
to chase the solutions for their problems,
not to mention the number of days they
missed because their kids are going to the
hospital or because their children can’t
sleep through the night.”
In July, Le Bonheur received a $200,000
grant from the Kresge Foundation to establish a full-time local GHHI staff position
and provide support for ongoing technical
assistance from GHHI.
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the tipping point

Lesley Brown Steers Local Education to True North

LESLEY BROWN
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to The Memphis News

Try not to smile when you
hear Lesley Brown use the word
“kiddos.” I dare you. Try not to
feel an immediate rush of care for
the children she’s dedicating her
career to advancing and engaging.
Brown is director of human

(Ziggy Mack)

capital investments with Memphis Education Fund, a “quarterback organization” created to, as
Brown puts it, “call plays and give
direction to all the different folks
on the field who have specific
roles in getting to the goal.”
The field: Memphis education. The folks on the field: the
teachers, administrators and
many education partners responsible for achieving goals for
students. MEF is a grant-making
organization designed to enhance
educational outcomes in the
Memphis community by investing in and inspiring teachers,
schools and communities.

Founded in 2014 as Teacher
Town Memphis, the organization
hired Tosha Downey as director
of advocacy in 2015; Brown joined
the team in 2016, and was followed
soon after by CEO Marcus Robinson. Also in 2016, they rebranded
as Memphis Education Fund.
Brown comes from Chicago. She achieved an MBA from
Northwestern’s Kellogg School
of Management, and worked as
a corporate auditor. She modeled herself on strong, successful
women like her mother. But she
saw her mother pivot midcareer,
from IBM engineer to classroom
teacher. And in Brown’s own years
with auditing firm Ernst & Young,
she found herself volunteering
as many as 20 hours each week
with a small charter school on
Chicago’s South Side.
The trouble was, those 20
hours of “very proactive sponsorship” were in addition to her
60-plus hours a week “doing my
actual job – and that was not
sustainable.”
Nearing completion of her
MBA, realizing that “I needed
to find a role where I could feel
fed by the mission of the work,”
Brown applied for and received a
Broad Residency in urban education, and in 2012 went to work for
the Achievement School District
in Nashville. The opportunity to

grow MEF held too much promise
to pass up.
In 2011, the Obama administration’s Race to the Top initiative
revealed a genuine need in Memphis. Of 85 schools in Tennessee
identified on a “priority list” – that
is, those schools performing in
the bottom 5 percent – 68 were in
Memphis.
MEF was designed to address
both school growth (helping to
fund the creation of new, quality schools or the improvement
of existing schools) and human
capital (ensuring that excellent
teachers are standing in front of
every classroom in those schools).
Brown describes the work
directionally. She speaks of maps
and destinations; course corrections and the importance
of knowing “true north.” If the
overall goal is college readiness,
for example, being guided by true
north means not being distracted
by incremental wins and challenges, fluctuations in ACT scores
or marginal improvements.
One new way MEF plans to
advance and align its mission is
through a developing partnership
with Rhodes College. Rhodes will
re-enter the field of teacher preparation in 2018, urged forward by a
strong desire among its students
and a strong need in the city.
Brown’s team has helped fund the

launch of Rhodes’ fifth-year master’s program, which will equip
new teachers with vital content
knowledge and the pedagogical
skills to convey that knowledge
to students.
Brown disputes the oft-held
“notion that there’s an x factor for
teaching. We don’t take that approach with other areas. Teaching
can be taught.”
The program also will train
new teachers in how to recognize
and address adverse childhood
experiences among their students.
“A kiddo who has been highly
exposed to stress,” she says, “will
shut down when exposed to too
much new information, too fast.”
Brown sees tremendous opportunity in Memphis.
“Memphis is a city where we
must all be invested in doing better, for everyone. It doesn’t matter
if we’re pulling hard if we’re all
pulling in different directions. We
have philanthropic investment
here like you do not find anywhere
else. We have people who are
committed to the mission and
the work. We have an opportunity
that is unique and spectacular.”
Lesley Brown is a graduate
of the Leadership Development
Intensive at New Memphis. Learn
more at newmemphis.org.

T R A N S P O R TAT I O N

Trolley Return Pushed Back to April
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Plans for a restoration of trolley service by the end of the year
have been put off again by leaders of the Memphis Area Transit
Authority after “body rot” was
discovered in three trolleys being
restored in Iowa.
MATA president Gary Rosenfeld said Monday, Dec. 4, that the
trolley system should return to
service in April 2018, more than
three years after it was shut down
in 2014 because of two trolley fires.
The system-wide shut down
followed as MATA officials discovered there was little if any
maintenance work being done
on the fleet of trolleys, no training
program in maintenance and very
few records of what maintenance
work had been done.
Establishing maintenance

training and a maintenance
schedule, as well as meeting national safety standards for the
operation of the trolleys, has been
part of the drive to return the trolley lines to service. The process
has involved restoring the trolley
cars – some of them a century old
– and purchasing new ones.
Rosenfeld said the system has
to have a minimum of six trolley
cars to restart passenger service.
So far, only three are fully restored
and ready.
Gomaco Trolley Co. of Ida
Grove, Iowa, found the wood rot
and metal fatigue last month in
three cars.
“Part of the issue is that a
couple of the trolleys … have extreme body rot,” Rosenfeld said.
“The damage to our vehicles is
cumulative from literally decades
of service where the frame needs
to be rebuilt to support the body
on top of the trolley.”

“Extreme body rot” issues on three trolleys being restored in
Iowa has led the Memphis Area Transit Authority to push back the
reopening of trolley service to April 2018. The trolley system has
been completely shut down since 2014.
(MATA)
Some of the rot may have been
caused by continual washing of
the wood bodies. Rosenfeld said
the wood used in the old trolley

bodies wasn’t meant to soak up
that much water.
The trolleys from Iowa should
be in Memphis early next year. But

that delay pushes back other aspects of returning trolley service.
“It has a cascading effect,”
Rosenfeld said. “We were counting on the cars being delivered
during the month of December.
That would allow us to get our
operator training program up and
running and have a good quality
crew of eager trolley operators.”
Rosenfeld said the trolley bodies won’t be washed daily, but
will instead be washed on an asneeded basis.
He also termed the delay
“frustrating,” but said since the
transit authority began the move
to restore trolley service back in
January, it has met every one of
the other milestones it has set for
the return.
“It’s unfortunate, but as I have
said all through this last year our
goal is to provide Memphis with
the safest trolley system we possibly can,” he said.
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C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Spikner Hoping to Deliver Affordable
Housing With Shipping Containers
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Whether it’s employing folks
from the neighborhood at his
South Memphis recycling facility
or helping clean up the city, Fred
Spikner loves making Memphis
a better place one small step at
a time.
And as the owner of two varied businesses – Spikner Inc., a
screen-printing and embroidery
business, and Park Place Recycling & Logistics – Spikner also
likes to think outside the box
when it comes to entrepreneurial
endeavors.
So with these two ideas in
mind, Spikner decided to try his
hand at another business venture –
The Containiums, a 14-unit apartment complex made from recycled
shipping containers on the eastern
edge of the Medical District.
“When you get into the recycling business, you have to kind of
think forward,” Spikner said. “So
I thought: ‘hey, what can I do that

nobody else is doing?”
Spikner said the idea to turn
the used shipping containers that
were already coming through his
recycling facility into housing was
a no-brainer, so he went about
the task of researching the best
practices for container homes –
different styles, how and where
to build them, municipal requirements, etc.
At his Park Place facility,
Spikner has about 12,500 square
feet dedicated to fabricating the
recycled containers, which he said
brings some much need neighborhood-level jobs to the area.
“One of the main things about
going into the recycling container
business is you’re able to create some jobs out of it,” he said.
“There are a lot of people out here
looking for jobs, so if we’re able to
spur up any type of employment
and economic base in that neighborhood, we’re all for it.”
In addition to the extra jobs in
the neighborhood, Spikner hopes
his latest endeavor will help fill
another void – the lack of afford-

able housing.
“We’re trying to make it where
you can have somewhere to live
and still survive,” he said. “We’re
creating that atmosphere where
you can live in the inner city
and also be able to ‘live in the
city,’ – shop, go out of town, take
vacations, and explore the world
instead of being bogged down
with all these bills.”
Although, he admits, they
might not be for everyone.
“Millennials and Generation X
love that type of stuff, so I’m thinking now is the time to jump on
that,” he said. “I would like them,
but most people in the older age
groups may think the container
homes are a little small.”
Spikner said each of the 14
units will clock in at 640 square
feet, have two bedrooms and one
bath, and will be constructed with
mostly recycled and repurposed
materials.
“We trying to do more than
just the standard,” he said. “We’re
trying to upgrade them a little bit,
so they are still recycled items and

Fred Spikner, owner of Park Place Recycling, is planning to build
The Containiums, an apartment complex constructed with recycled
shipping containers, in the Medical District.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
goods, but they look good the way
that they’re designed.”
Spikner plans on taking the
process one step at a time, but if
everything goes as planned, he
hopes to fill more of the city’s vacant lots with recycled container
homes and apartments.
In the meantime, he said several people have already contacted him about purchasing their

own fabricated shipping containers for residential projects.
“There are a lot of people in
Midtown who bought a couple
of lots back in the day and now
are trying to figure out what to do
with them since the resurgence of
apartment complexes has come,”
he said. “We’re trying to make it
where you can have somewhere
to live and still survive.”

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
Based in the Memphis/Jackson DMA this senior level leadership role will drive the strategy, development and implementation of a national brand restaurant culture and set the standard of
excellence for systems, operations, facilities, quality, hospitality, and financial return. The ideal candidate will have a high degree of professional maturity, entrepreneurial spirit, and executive
level presence. You must have the ability to develop relationships with vendors and other key business partners, but most importantly develop and support strong operational teams.
Key competencies required in this role include: strategic and systemic thinking (establishing short, medium and long term goals for each market based on internal strategic planning),
identify strengths and gaps in franchise ability to execute strategic plan, ability to create new and innovative solutions in response to changes in the industry or market opportunities, people
development, creativity and a results-obsession with strong operational expertise. We are intent on growing an organization that is renowned for having the best quick service operations in
the country. We are looking for an individual with the creativity, drive and passion to help us achieve this vison!
Our generous and competitive compensation package includes:
• Competitive salary
• Additional financial incentives based on results
• Medical and dental insurance
• Life insurance
• 401(k) with company matching
• Paid vacation
• Paid sick days
• Paid holidays
Requirements:
• Bachelor’s Degree in Business, Operations Management, Organizational Effectiveness, or related field
• Minimum 5+ years directly related experience in a for-profit company
• Minimum 5+ years leadership experience managing a team
• Minimum 5+ years experience managing the P&L’s for multiple locations
• Experience at leading the selection of contract negotiation, implementation and ongoing maintenance of vendor relationships
Must demonstrate expertise in building and managing 3rd party relationships to support the development and delivery of operations
Strong project planning and management skills and demonstrated ability to effectively manage business relationships
Experience leading talent development in a diverse organization within the QSR Industry is strongly preferred
We are proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer
Please forward your resume, including salary requirements to: ptkjobs@aol.com
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

First Horizon-Capital Bank
Merger Now Complete
The $2.2 billion merger of
Memphis-based
First Horizon
National Corp.
and Capital Bank
Financial Corp. of
Charlotte, North
Carolina, creates
the fourth-largest
regional bank in
the Southeast.

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The parent company of First Tennessee Bank will end 2017 as a significantly
larger institution, with billions more in
assets, deposits and loans, thanks to the
completion Nov. 30 of its merger with
Charlotte, North Carolina-based Capital
Bank Financial Corp.
The $2.2 billion deal between Capital
Bank and Memphis-based First Horizon
National Corp. is the largest such merger
in First Horizon’s history. As of the last
day of November, Capital Bank Financial
merged into First Horizon, and its banking
subsidiary Capital Bank Corp. merged into
First Tennessee Bank National Association,
creating the fourth largest regional bank in
the Southeast.
The deal gives the combined institution about $40 billion in assets, $32 billion
in deposits, $27 billion in loans and 350
branches in Tennessee, North and South
Carolina, Florida, Mississippi, Georgia,
Texas and Virginia.
First Horizon chairman and CEO Bryan

(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)

Jordan said the merger creates “an even
stronger regional bank that offers differentiated customer service and enhances our
presence throughout our markets.”
Both institutions will still retain their
distinct identifies for branding purposes –
First Horizon will keep the First Tennessee
Bank brand in Tennessee, while branches
outside the Tennessee market will keep
their Capital Bank name.
Two Capital Bank board members –
Peter Foss and Capital Bank chairman and

CEO Gene Taylor – have also joined the
First Horizon board, and Taylor became
vice chairman of First Horizon.
“We’re excited about this opportunity
to be a part of the region’s most respected
family of financial institutions with a history of exemplary customer service,” Taylor
said about the completion of the merger.
“There’s no doubt that the strength and
talent of these combined organizations
propels us forward and enhances our capacity to deliver sophisticated, high-touch

financial service.”
The merger became official a month
to the day after the Federal Reserve gave
its approval to the deal, with the Federal
Reserve board giving its OK in a 4-0 vote.
Both banks jointly agreed to divest two
branches on the road to closing the deal.
The parent company of both banks agreed
to sell two Capital Bank branches in East
Tennessee to Apex Bank.
Tennessee-based Apex is absorbing
deposits worth about $34 million and $2.5
million in loans from the two branches.
And Apex will retain all existing branch
employees after acquiring the branches.
The Capital Bank deal marks a significant new chapter for First Tennessee’s
parent company, which announced the
deal back in May. On the morning of May
4 – with Capital Bank’s Taylor on hand at
First Horizon’s Downtown Memphis headquarters – First Horizon employees opened
a company-wide email that began: “This
morning we are announcing the largest
merger in our history.”
That email went on to tout benefits of
the deal, including bringing “a significant
number of new customers” into the First
Tennessee orbit.
The deal caps a busy year for the Memphis-based financial services institution,
the stock of which has been trading near
its 52-week high lately. Among its most
recent results, the company reported a 7
percent increase in net income in the third
quarter – from $63.2 million to $67.3 million
year-over-year.

R E TA I L

AutoZone Posts Positive Q1 2018 Results
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

A few weeks ahead of its annual meeting here set for Dec.
20, Memphis-based auto parts
retailer AutoZone Inc. has kicked
off its fiscal 2018 with better-thanexpected earnings for the first
three months of the year.
The company reported net
sales of $2.6 billion for the 12week period ended Nov. 18, up 4.9
percent from the year-ago period.
AutoZone posted net income for
the quarter of $281 million, up 1
percent over the same period last
year, and the company boosted its
earnings per share 6.8 percent to
$10 per share.
That’s up from $9.36 per share
in the year-ago quarter.
In another positive development, AutoZone’s domestic
same-store sales were up 2.3
percent during the quarter. That
metric counts sales at stores open
for at least a year, which sets aside
the impact from store closings
and openings.
The improvements were
enough to send AutoZone shares
up 6 percent in premarket trading Tuesday, Dec. 5. The news

was a break from the recent past
for AutoZone, shares of which
mid-morning Dec. 5 were still
down about 8 percent in 2017
year-to-date.
AutoZone’s results came during an extraordinary period of
time that started out with Hurricane Harvey and finished with
five natural disasters across North
America, from hurricanes to wildfires in the western U.S.
And AutoZone, according to
chairman, president and CEO Bill
Rhodes, incurred loss and property damage in each one.
Moreover, the company has 43
stores in Puerto Rico, with several
still unable to open due to damage
from Hurricane Maria.
Despite those obstacles,
Rhodes told analysts “our business strengthened during the first
quarter of our new year.
“As we continue to invest
capital in our business, we remain
committed to our disciplined approach of increasing operating
earnings and utilizing our capital
effectively.”
Among areas of investment
that are continuing to produce results, Rhodes said the company’s
“buy online, pickup in store” ini-

AutoZone
weathered a
tough fiscal
first quarter,
which included several
natural disasters, to report
strong numbers Tuesday,
Dec. 5, that
included net
sales up 4.9
percent over
the year-ago
period.
(Memphis News File/Lance
Murphey)

tiative is growing fast. During the
quarter, AutoZone also opened 16
new stores, relocated one store,
closed one store in the U.S., and
opened five new stores in Mexico.
As of Nov. 18, the company
had a total count of 6,049 stores.
AutoZone also bought back
597,000 shares of its common
stock for $353 million during the
quarter. At the end of the first quarter, the company had $471 million
remaining under its current share
repurchase authorization.

A Barron’s headline that followed AutoZone’s earnings release described the company as
“Back in the Fast Lane.” A recent
Raymond James analyst report
also noted that 2018 may bring
an improvement over AutoZone’s
less-than-stellar performance in
2017, explaining that industry
revenues don’t tend to stay weak
two years in a row.
That’s because auto parts
replacement is often something
that can only be temporarily de-

ferred. And Rhodes himself even
reiterated that theme during the
company’s presentation to analysts Tuesday, telling them, “We
operate in an industry driven by
inelastic demand.”
Just as the need for consumers to put gas in their car doesn’t
fluctuate just because of a change
in the price at the pump, Rhodes
said the reality for AutoZone customers is that if a part breaks, “our
customers need to fix it to get to
work and get on with their lives.”
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Sports & Business Tag-Team
Partners in DeSoto County
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

When Snowden Grove Park, a 17-field
baseball-only facility was built in 1999 in
Southaven, it cued a change in dynamics.
And not just for local and regional competitive baseball teams that would now have
a place to compete on miniature professional quality fields.
It caused a ripple effect on the surrounding retail and restaurant community.
Summer weekends with dozens and dozens of teams playing at the facility – many
coming from out of town with each youth
player also being accompanied by parents
and siblings – was a seasonal economic
game-changer.
“Over the years, we’ve had businesses
looking for the release of our schedule so
they could increase their labor force,” said
Scotty Baker, director of baseball tournament operations at Snowden Grove.
“We definitely know when all the
tournaments are in town,” said Darnel Alexander, marketing manager at Chick-fil-A
in Southaven. “Especially for breakfast. All
the kids come in there in their cleats.”
The sports landscape in DeSoto County
not only includes the ever-growing youth
sports scene – including baseball, soccer
and hockey at the Mid-South Ice House in
Olive Branch – but also minor league pro
teams in the Mississippi RiverKings and
Memphis Hustle, both of which play at the
Landers Center.
The Southaven Chick-fil-A is a longtime partner with the RiverKings and the
last two seasons has made use of Family
Nights. As part of the consumer’s ticket
package, digital coupon cards to the restaurant are included. This year, Family
Nights were moved to weekends.
“It’s going gangbusters,” Alexander
said. “Already doubled what we sold last
year.”
The Memphis Hustle, the G League
team of the Memphis Grizzlies, are the
new kids on the sports block. A lot went
into the decision for the Grizzlies to locate their minor league affiliate in DeSoto
County, but one factor on the business side
was the recent arrival of Tanger Outlets in
Southaven just across Interstate 55 from
the Landers Center.
“It shows other businesses are viewing this as a destination within our entire
(metropolitan statistical area),” said Jason
Wexler, the Grizzlies’ president of business
operations. “Somebody who is as sophisticated about their business as Tanger is
about the outlet business and can draw the
entire Memphis region to Southaven, then
that makes it a little easier for us to say, ‘OK,
we can draw the entire Memphis region to

Grizzlies G League affiliate the Memphis Hustle began playing in Southaven in November. Jason Wexler, the Grizzlies’ president
of business operations, says Tanger Outlets shows businesses are viewing Southaven as a destination. 
(Memphis News File/Stan Carroll)

“

Over the years, we’ve had
businesses looking for the
release of our schedule so
they could increase their
labor force.”
–Scotty Baker,

The RiverKings’ Family Night tickets include coupons for the Southaven Chick-fil-A.
The restaurant says the promotion has led to increased sales.  (Memphis News File/Stan Carroll)
Southaven.’ That’s why they were a logical
early partner for us, a sponsor partner for
the Memphis Hustle.”
Tanger also is a great fit for all those
baseball teams flocking to Snowden Grove.
Leo McClure has been bringing his Louisiana Tigers competitive teams from Baton
Rouge since the baseball complex opened.
Over a three-day weekend, families are
looking for things to do between games.

Over the years, families have gone to Memphis to visit Graceland, take in a Redbirds
game at AutoZone Park, and more recently
to see Bass Pro Shops at the Pyramid.
But it’s nice to have a destination
nearby, too, and he says the baseball moms
will be happy to have Tanger so close.
“Oh, yeah,” McClure said, “they’ll go
for sure. They’re looking for a break in
the day.”

Snowden Grove Park

Tanger also partners with Snowden
Grove, sponsoring a couple of events,
Baker says.
Area hotels benefit greatly from the
tournaments and McClure says over the
years they’ve hopped around from venue
to venue. Alexander also doesn’t just wait
for customers to make their way to the restaurant, instead selling Chick-fil-A products via concessions at Snowden Grove and
at Latimer Lakes Park in Horn Lake, which
also is a site for baseball tournaments, and
soon she hopes at a new complex opening
in Senatobia. Alexander says on a good
night, concession sales can reach $3,000.
desoto continued on P39
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Battle Over Arlington ER
Facility to Resume in 2018
A state health
agency has twice
denied Baptist
Memorial Health
Care’s application
for a standalone
emergency room
in Arlington. Baptist has appealed
and will make
its case to state
officials next
summer.

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

A pitched battle in the town of Arlington between major Memphis health care
institutions and state officials is set to pick
back up in 2018.
State officials in late summer will hear
an appeal filed by Baptist Memorial Health
Care Corp. over a denial in August of its
application to build an emergency room
facility in the Memphis suburb. That denial
followed an earlier rejection by the Tennessee Health Services and Development
Agency of a slightly different version of the
same request in April.
A 4-4 tie vote in August killed Baptist’s
newest attempt at pursuing development
of a full-service, 24-7 satellite emergency
department in Arlington, near the intersection of Interstate 40 and Airline Road. It
was slated to have been developed, operated, marketed and funded through a joint

(BMHCC)

agreement between Baptist and Regional
One Health.
The plan was for the standalone facility to provide emergency diagnostic and
treatment services, include eight treatment
rooms and cost about $10 million.
Baptist, for its part, has not backed
down, despite the latest failure to win state
approval. It has owned land in the town

since 2006 and worked to secure buy-in
from a wide swath of town leaders and
business representatives. Opposition from
competing institutions like Saint Francis
Hospital and Methodist Healthcare, meanwhile, ensure the road ahead for Baptist
remains anything but guaranteed or easy.
Still, at this point, Baptist is “still interested in providing health care for the city
of Arlington,” according to a spokesman.
“Baptist has always been interested in
meeting the health care needs of Arlington,
which is why we purchased land there in
2006,” a statement from the hospital reads,
referencing the 85-acre tract of land it has
owned in the town for more than a decade.
“We also are grateful for the town's unanimous support of our project. Despite the
denial of our certificate of need, we remain
interested in caring for the health needs of
this community. That is why we filed an
appeal, which will be heard in 2018.”
The town’s board of mayor and aldermen earlier this year passed a resolution in
support of Baptist’s proposal, with the text
of the resolution noting that Arlington’s
location in the northeast corner of Shelby
County makes it more “geographically
isolated” than other areas of the county in
relation to established medical facilities.
Several representatives of Arlington-area
businesses also submitted letters in support of Baptist.
State Sen. Dolores Gresham drafted
a letter in opposition to Baptist’s plan.
Gresham, whose district includes Fayette
County, wrote that she was concerned the
proposed Baptist emergency department
in Arlington might lead to confusion in
her district.
People there “might go to (Baptist’s
emergency department in Arlington) when
(they) really need to be in a hospital ED,”
she wrote in a letter dated Aug. 20. “On the
other hand, when they could be treated in
a doctor’s office, they might be tempted to
go to the (Baptist ED) and incur hundreds
of dollars in additional co-pays with no
additional benefits.”
Where things stand at the moment:
Saint Francis and Methodist both continue
to oppose Baptist’s appeal. Saint Francis,
meanwhile, is pursuing a version of the

same thing Baptist is attempting – an application for an emergency room facility in
Arlington, which the state Health Services
and Development Agency denied in April at
the same time it said no to Baptist.
In response to Baptist’s unsuccessful
attempt to win approval for its amended
application in August, Saint Francis Hospital-Bartlett CEO Chris Locke released a
statement saying the hospital is pleased
with the state’s decision and that Baptist’s
application “does not demonstrate the
orderly development of care the Arlington
community needs.”
“We have a clear vision for working together with the community,” he added, “to
expand access to high-quality care and enhance health care services available locally.
We look forward to articulating that vision
to the agency in the coming months as we
appeal our application for a freestanding
emergency department in Arlington.”
In recent days, Saint Francis affirmed
that same sentiment, with this statement
provided to The Memphis News: “Saint
Francis Hospital-Bartlett remains committed to providing the residents of Arlington
and the surrounding area with convenient
access to health care. We look forward to
continuing to work with the state of Tennessee in the orderly development of care.
In addition, Saint Francis is proud to be
able to provide Arlington residents with
easy access to a primary care provider and
a cardiologist at our Saint Francis Medical
Partners office in Arlington.”
And as Baptist and Saint Francis oppose
each other’s efforts to build an ER facility in
Arlington, Methodist Healthcare is opposing both proposals.
A Methodist spokesman told The
Memphis News in recent days: “Baptist
and Saint Francis are appealing the Health
Services and Development Agency’s decision to deny the (certificates of need) for
freestanding (emergency departments), a
decision the agency based on the proposals
not meeting the criteria for promoting the
orderly development of health care. Methodist Healthcare respects and agrees with
the decision the agency reached in denying
the CONs and will support the HSDA in
their case during the proceedings.”
The only thing that’s certain is that
uncertainty remains and the jockeying
will continue.
In documentation outlining details
of its plan filed with state officials ahead
of the August vote, Baptist positioned its
proposed Arlington satellite emergency
department as taking pressure off of its
main emergency department at BaptistMemphis.
In 2016, the emergency department
there – which was expanded to serve 60,000
patient visits – reached 66,467, according
to data provided to the state. Baptist says it
can’t expand the Memphis emergency department any more because it has reached
its “maximized practical usable footprints.”
And it can’t expand vertically “without substantial internal realignment of services.”
As additional evidence of the need for
the proposed Arlington site to take pressure
off of the main campus, Baptist pointed to
the closure of Haywood Park Community
Hospital in 2014 and Methodist Fayette
in 2015.
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Piece by Piece: Construction Projects
Flourishing Throughout Mid-South
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

With $11 billion spread out
among more than 300 active
projects in the Memphis area,
according to data from brokerage firm Cushman & Wakefield/
Commercial Advisors, it’s safe to
say business in the region is good.
While Memphis proper still
remains the epicenter for new
developments, each area of the
Mid-South brings something to
the table that helps the region as
a whole flourish.
WEST TENNESSEE
Serving as the anchor for the
region, Memphis set the tone in
2017 with a number of massive
projects either getting underway
or coming to fruition. Those include the grand opening of the

$200 million mixed-use Crosstown Concourse, which served
as the largest office delivery in
Memphis since Clark Tower, and
Amazon’s $72 million receive center in Southeast Memphis, which
will create 600 jobs in the area.
Infill development in the city’s
core areas was one of the primary
themes in 2017. One the most
notable was Development Services Group’s $73 million plan
for the former Wonder Bread
factory and several surrounding
buildings in the Memphis Medical District. The project is set to
include 286 upscale multifamily
units, a 480-space parking garage
and 150,000 square feet of office
and retail space.
The city’s push to create population density in the core areas
manifested mainly in Midtown
with a multitude of multifamily projects, including Makowsky

Arkansas officials shovel dirt
at the Oct. 5
groundbreaking
for a new intermodal facility at
the Port of West
Memphis. The
new facility will
open up 2,000
acres of greenfields around
the port for
development.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Ringel Greenberg’s Overton Gateway project at the intersection of
Sam Cooper Boulevard and East
Parkway; Focal Point Investments’
25-unit studio apartment complex

at 999 S. Cooper St.; and 1544
Madison Partners 217-unit development at the corner of Madison
Avenue and North Avalon Street.
However, the suburbs were

well-represented as well, most
notably with the $375 million Lake
District development in Lakeland.
Gilad Development Co., led by
projects continued on P39
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Inside Sunrise, a new restaurant on Jefferson Avenue near Downtown Memphis. The restaurant offers a Grab N' Go coffee bar where customers can walk inside
and pay for a coffee to go at the bar. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

FOOD FANCY

More original
concepts, eateries
make mark on
Memphis

ANDY MEEK
The Memphis News

S

ay what you want about the
kind of city Memphis is or
isn’t for foodies who prefer
originality to the chains and
knockoffs that are so familiar
a sight in suburbia.
But let it be known that 2017 was another year of ascendancy for Memphis’
singular, distinctive food scene, with the
constant arrival of new concepts and
experiences that in turn also says something about the city that patronizes those
establishments.
We’ll resist the pun-worthy opportunities that abound to describe the appetite
here for something new. It’s also a fool’s
errand to keep a comprehensive tally of
additions to and subtractions from the
food scene here, because it’s in a constant
state of flux thanks to openings, additions,
departures and closings.
If you wanted to grab on to what some
of the big themes of the year have been,

the newest arrival to the burgeoning Broad
Avenue commercial district – Lisa and Luis
Toro’s newly opened diner The Liquor
Store – might be a good place to start.
It’s a few things in one. It’s an attempt
to fill what the couple saw as a gap in
Broad Avenue offerings, namely, a quick
place to get some comfort food. The kind
of thing that will keep people in the district longer, shopping at retail establishments like City & State – the Toros’ other
Broad Avenue business – among others.
It’s got a funny story. The restaurant at
2655 Broad Ave. used to be a liquor store,
and the vintage liquor sign that greets
entrants speaks to that.
The concept is also a bit cheeky. Lisa
Toro recalls how she and her husband
thought it would be quirky and different
and funny for people to have to wonder
aloud what they’d have for lunch today,
or where they’d go for breakfast. And
have to answer their own question with

The Rooster is a popular item on Sunrise's breakfast menu. The biscuit sandwich is
served with a large fried chicken thigh, pickles and Tabasco honey.(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
the strange-sounding decision that their
destination should be The Liquor Store.
“I think City & State showed us that
now that we’re about to hit three years,

that we’re capable of doing this,” Lisa
Toro said. “When you go into something
the first time, like with City & State, you
have no clue if you can build something
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“

Beyond excellence in food, there’s a renewed,
required focus on excellence in comprehensive,
heightened experiences – from the culture
and branding, to the staff and service. ...
Such energy is reflective of the greater city’s
development – it’s a very refreshing feeling.”
–Cara Greenstein, food blogger

sustainable. But we’ve over the
years seen some pretty phenomenal growth with the City & State
concept.”
So much so that not only
were they flush with enough
confidence to try something new
in the neighborhood. They were
also able to get buy-in from nine
women entrepreneurs to help
put up the financing to open The
Liquor Store. That provided the
foundation to give their concept
a try, a concept focused on the
staples of breakfast like pancakes
and biscuits, typical diner fare
and a robust bar program.
TEMPTING AUDIENCES
Show us something new.
That’s what diners in Memphis
are after. Implicit in that word,
though, is more than just The
Next Big Thing. It’s new, as in
– originality, a creative flair, an
experience that compels you
to come back and keep coming
back for more.
“I believe that the culinary
scene in Memphis this past year
has responded to the notion that
no longer is it acceptable to just
open a restaurant,” says local
food blogger Cara Greenstein,
creator of the food and lifestyle
blog Caramelized. “Competition
demands that you are better in
every area.
“Beyond excellence in food,
there’s a renewed, required focus
on excellence in comprehensive,
heightened experiences – from
the culture and branding, to the
staff and service. Newer spots
like Catherine & Mary’s, The
Liquor Store on Broad, Edge Alley, and City Silo are investing
as much into their spaces and
ambiance as their menus, and I
find that attention to quality to
be extremely important. Such
energy is reflective of the greater
city’s development – it’s a very
refreshing feeling.”
Among other big themes this
year, Greenstein also points to a
kind of maturation of the concept
of a food truck in the city. There’s
a sense of permanency and expectation around such pop-up
offerings, she says, such that it
leads to things like Lucky Cat
Ramen’s Cooper-Young presence and the growing brick-andmortar presence of MEMPopS.
Ghost River’s tap room has

a daily food truck or pop-up on
its schedule, and Court Square
Thursdays consistently draw
crowds with more than a dozen
options. Areas like the Levitt
Shell also have specifically built
infrastructure to accommodate
rotating food offerings.
Then there’s Crosstown Concourse, which has reaffirmed
Memphis’ growth into “neighborhood” versus establishment
destinations.
“There’s a desire to ‘go try
a spot at Crosstown’ or ‘grab
a drink in Overton Square’ or
‘head to Cooper Young’ for dinner,” Greenstein says. “And it’s
not just that there are different
food options. There is diversity
and energy in the people and
food around them. The walking,
interacting, experimenting is all
part of the elevated experience
for Memphians and visitors.”
Memphis Convention & Visitors Bureau new media content
strategist Holly Whitfield, who
also runs the “I Love Memphis”
blog, said she was excited to see
the return in March of Memphis
Black Restaurant Week, led by
Cynthia Daniels. She describes
the occasion – similar to the
Downtown Memphis Commission’s “Downtown Restaurant
Week,” with participating restaurants offering deals for the
week – as “a smart way to draw
attention” to the black-owned
businesses that contribute so
much to the city’s culinary scene.
Meanwhile, there’s so much
more still to come.
For an incomplete – a bitesized, shall we say – look at how
the city’s restaurant scene is
changing, here are some other
recent happenings:
The husband-and-wife team
of JoBeth Graves and Jeff Watkins
is planning to open a restaurant,
Grecian Gourmet, in the South
Main Arts District early in 2018.
They started the business in
mid-2016, offering a variety of
Greek cuisine and started with
the St. Jude Farmers’ Market.
They expanded into several
other farmers’ markets and retail
locations – like the Curb Market
and Miss Cordelia’s – and offer
catering services for individuals
and businesses.
Atlanta-based gourmet sandwich chain Rising Roll Café

The King Killer Cocktail, above,
is one of the many craft cocktails available on The Liquor
Store's menu. Lisa Toro's
diner-style restaurant is now
open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner.

Loaded Fries is just one of
the many items on The Liquor
Store's menu. Memphis is seeing many new food concepts
and eclectic places to eat.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

is coming to Memphis. The
company signed a franchise
agreement in recent weeks for
the development of three stores
in the area. Founded in 1999
and franchising since 2003, Rising Roll Café has a menu that
includes gourmet sandwiches,
hot sandwiches, wraps, salads
and breakfast.
Sunrise Memphis is a new
breakfast, lunch and coffee spot
at 670 Jefferson Ave. that opened
in recent days. Ryan Trimm, a
partner with Across the Board
Restaurant Group, told The
Memphis News that, “After a
year of work and preparation, we
are opening our doors for Memphis to enjoy our biscuits and
breakfast. I’ve been blessed to
team up with two great partners
and a fun, energetic staff. We are
all looking forward to slinging
some good grub.”
Austin, Texas-based burger
bar Hopdoddy announced plans
to move into the Overton Square
site that previously housed YoLo
Frozen Yogurt & Gelato, for the
company’s first location east of
the Mississippi River. Memphis
also got a new taco restaurant
from the owners of Belly Acres,
with the launch a few months
ago of Tennessee Taco Co. at
3295 Poplar Ave.
The restaurant includes a
menu of different street tacos

and other Items like fresh guacamole and doughnuts.
I Love Juice Bar announced
plans for a third location inside the Tennessee Brewery’s
Bottle Shop, at 500 Tennessee St.,
complementing its existing locations in Midtown and Crosstown.
Also Downtown, the South Main
Market at 409 S. Main St. held its
grand opening, offering a variety
of food related concepts like additional locations of Java Cabana
and City East Bagel & Grille. And
then there’s The Brass Door,
which has reopened Downtown
with a new team behind the
scenes at the Irish pub.
The Majestic Grille owners,
Patrick and Deni Reilly, shifted to
The Brass Door at 152 Madison
Ave. as the next project to take
on as part of their consulting
enterprise that complements
The Majestic. The Reillys also
revamped the restaurant at Beale
Street Landing this summer into
The Front Porch. The husbandand-wife team described one of
their biggest contributions to the
Irish pub as helping put a solid
“operational infrastructure” in
place.
Memphis saw a bevy of barbecue restaurant-related news
this year, with the arrival of King
Jerry Lawler’s Memphis BBQ
Co., renovations at Corky’s, and
expansions of Central BBQ and

the Germantown Commissary.
UberEATS also launched
in Memphis earlier this year.
The service is a sister of the
Uber ride-sharing app that lets
diners order meals from their
phones, which Uber drivers deliver straight to their door.
In other news, starting in
January the Brookhaven Pub &
Grill will be getting a new look,
with S. Berry Jones Architects
designing the project and managing the renovation.
Among the changes to the
East Memphis pub, the outdoor
deck areas will be upgraded to
a new higher-end, long-lasting
material. There will also be new
landscaping, and the existing
outdoor deck canopy will get a
new permanent roof structure.
Other improvements in the
works include upgrades to the
bar, game area and the kitchen,
which will be expanded and
upgraded with new equipment.
Christy Spell, who owns the
pub with her father, Rick, said
the business is still finalizing
plans but work will start soon.
“We’ve continued every year
to see an increase in sales and
revenues,” she said. “We just felt
it was time to give our customers a better environment. We
want to make sure we’re giving
them the best Brookhaven that
we can.”
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Fred’s Inc. Cancels
Dividend, Explores
Alternatives for Assets
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis-based discount retailer
Fred’s Inc. accompanied the release of its
fiscal third quarter earnings performance
Wednesday, Dec. 6 – which included reporting a loss of $51.8 million for the quarter –
with separate, related news that shows the

company’s turnaround remains a difficult
work in progress.
Fred’s, which has spent more than a
year confronting a sales slump and other
headwinds, has canceled its quarterly cash
dividend of 6 cents per share so it can hang
on to cash for debt reductions, share buybacks and other general uses. In connection
with that, the company has amended its

Fred's Inc.
canceled its
annualized
dividend of 24
cents per share
and is looking at
strategic asset
alternatives
after posting a
$52 million loss
in its fiscal third
quarter.
(Memphis News File/Andrew
J. Breig)

2012 stock repurchase program to allow for
the repurchase of up to 3.8 million shares
of common stock.
In line with the company’s focus on
driving traffic, generating free cash flow and
improving its gross margin, Fred’s – which
has about 600 stores – also acknowledged

Dec. 6 that it’s considering “various strategic transactions and alternatives for certain
non-core assets,” including the company’s
real estate and its specialty pharmacy business.
The company said its decision to explore those alternatives is not in response to
proposals from any third party and that no
decision has been made yet to engage in any
transaction. Fred’s CEO Mike Bloom said
the moves are part of a strategic turnaround
plan that followed “an exhaustive and comprehensive evaluation of our business” that
prioritizes driving traffic, cutting expenses,
driving profitability and generating free
cash flow, among other things.
“We believe that we now are in a position to further enhance our strategic plan
by exploring a variety of strategic initiatives
and by investing in our common stock
which we believe, given current share
prices, represents an attractive use of funds
and provides us an additional opportunity
to build long-term value for our shareholders,” Bloom said.
A move to unload some of its assets is
a reversal from where the company found
itself a year ago. Then, it was hopeful of
becoming a lot bigger after acquiring
hundreds of Rite Aid stores in a deal that
ultimately fell apart earlier this year.
The company’s loss for its fiscal third
quarter, meanwhile, included sales at
stores open for at least a year down almost
1 percent. Bloom described the results as
“below expectations,” and the company
pointed to $17.1 million in write-downs of
“unproductive inventory” as partly to blame
for the quarter’s results.
At press time, shares of Fred’s had fallen
more than 78 percent since the beginning
of the year.
“The management team, working
closely with the board of directors, is taking the actions necessary to ensure Fred’s
achieves profitability and growth over
the long-term,” Bloom said, adding that
the company made progress in the third
quarter toward its efforts to turn around
the company.
As evidence of progress, he cited “a
complete turnaround” in Fred’s tobacco
business, a significantly enhanced cosmetics business and the successful rollout of
beer to about 150 stores as well as wine to
about 50 stores.
Fred’s loss of $51.8 million for the most
recent quarter, or $1.38 per share, compared to net loss of $38.4 million, or $1.05
per share, for the third quarter of 2016. Net
sales for the third quarter were $493.6 million, down 4.5 percent from $516.6 million
in Q3 2016, mostly driven by the closure of
39 underperforming stores earlier in 2017.
The company’s ongoing turnaround
has included an effort to reposition itself as
more of a player in the health care space as
opposed to primarily a retailer.
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Germantown Mayor Calls
For Multifamily Moratorium
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

In the waning minutes of a
Germantown Planning Commission meeting this week,
Mayor Mike Palazzolo proposed a moratorium on all
new standalone multifamily
developments in the suburb’s
Smart Code zoning districts.
While reading a prepared
statement at the Tuesday, Dec.
5, meeting, Palazzolo said his
concerns were rooted in the
high number of new multifamily projects that have been
proposed recently.
“Rapid development of
multifamily units can result in
a disproportionate impact on
city resources, services, utility
systems, traffic, schools and
public safety,” Palazzolo said.
“As a result I have asked my
administration to prepare a
resolution that would impose
a temporary moratorium on
standalone multifamily development in Smart Code zoning
districts.”
Most recently, the planning
commission approved Thompson Thrift Development’s
plans for a new multifamily
residential development on
Nov. 7. Known as the Watermark at Forest Hill Heights, the
310-unit complex is slated for a
17.7-acre site on the north side

PALAZZOLO
of Crestwyn Hill Drive east of
Tyndale Drive.
Each zoning district in
Germantown’s Smart Code is
based on the Transect concept,
a system of ordering human
habitats in a range from the
most natural to the most urban.
“The Smart Code is based
upon six Transect Zones
which describe the physical character of place at any
scale, according to the density
and intensity of land use and
urbanism,” the code’s zoning
description reads.
Palazzolo said the reasoning behind the moratorium
is to allow the city time to research and analyze the impact
and nature of future multifamily development in these zones.
“It is not the intent to propose a moratorium on mixeduse projects, integrated mul-

tifamily projects or multifamily projects that have received
some level of approval – this
would only apply to any future
applications,” Palazzolo continued. “I have directed administration to work with the city
attorney to have a resolution
prepared for the first (Board of
Mayor and Aldermen) meeting
on Jan. 8, 2018.”
Palazzolo said he wasn’t
bringing the proposed moratorium to the planning commission for a vote or discussion,
but simply to make the board
aware of his intentions.
“This body has to hear
so many applications and
cases, it would not be fair to
the residents, staff or planning
commission to put those three
groups into a vulnerable position to have to look at projects
moving forward, so we’re take
our time and get something
before the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen.”
In other news, the Germantown Planning Commission
approved Tuesday an application for a 117-lot subdivision
near the southwest corner of
Forest Hill-Irene Road and
Poplar Pike.
Since 32 of the site’s more
than 40 acres are zoned for
residential estate and general
commercial uses, the development team – which consists of builder John Duke and

property owners Charles and
Irma Schaeffer and the Reaves
Family Partnership – had to
submit a rezoning request to
the planning commission.
The property became
zoned for residential estates
in 1987 when it was recorded
in the Oaks Subdivision, which
was in unincorporated Shelby
County at the time. However,
only one house was built in
the subdivision and the land
eventually was annexed by
Germantown in July 2000.
“Most notably, the proposed new elementary school
to the south of the site creates
a substantial change to the
neighborhood,” said project
representative Greg Marcom
of The Reaves Firm Inc. “This
school will cut off or sever the
property from the (residential
estate) subdivisions to the
south of the property.”
Despite some objections
from surrounding residents,
the rezoning request ultimately
received unanimous approval.
“Since the city has annexed
this particular area, there have
been a lot of changes to that
part of Germantown,” planning commission member Rick
Bennett said before casting
his vote. “I believe all these
changes to the neighborhood
and future changes to the
neighborhood warrant a rezoning.”
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COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Taking out a loan from your 401(k) can be
tempting – after all, you’re just borrowing
money from yourself. However, columnists
Ray and Dana Brandon say 401(k) loans
come with some big drawbacks that should
make you think twice.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

The commercial sector is adopting the Internet of Things at a dizzying rate, creating a
massive shift in business models. Columnist
Michael Graber shares highlights from a
recent talk on how Cisco is innovating with
the IoT in mind.

LANCE WIEDOWER

THE DAILY TRAVELER

Do you have a travel lover to shop for this
holiday season? Columnist Lance Wiedower
shares some gift ideas that fill a need when
traveling, help remember great trips or simply provide inspiration for future adventures.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Nonprofits have a lot to consider and act
on as 2017 draws to a close. This week,
columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw share news
updates on two such topics: #GivingTuesday and sexual harassment in the nonprofit
workplace.

LESLIE GRAFF

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Giving back is always the morally right thing
to do, but columnist Leslie Graff points out
your business can also benefit by extending
its philanthropic efforts beyond the giving
season with a strategic nonprofit partnership.
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ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

Making The
Most Of
Holiday Parties
We’ve all been there. There’s a company
holiday party you’d rather not attend – or
maybe your next-door neighbors are throwing an event you just can’t avoid. Whatever
the occasion, these parties can be draining
during the holidays. This is especially true for
those of us who are introverts or have other
commitments such as children or a demanding job. It can feel like there’s just no room for
another to-do on the list.
But if you’re planning to be on the job
market next year, holiday parties can truly be
the perfect place to kick off your search. Where
else will you find such a large group of warm,
friendly people in one room? They’re typically friends you haven’t seen in a while, who
genuinely want to know how you’re doing and
what you’re up to. And, they’re often looking
to reconnect again outside of the event.
Holiday parties are also often cost-effective, as they are typically free and at the most
may only require a small host gift or a bottle
of wine.
The best part is you don’t have to wear
a suit. And you don’t usually need to deliver
your elevator pitch from scratch. You’ll know
most people, or a friend will likely introduce
you. Conversations will be easier, more interesting and less forced than a typical networking event.
To truly make the most of your holiday
parties this year, plan ahead. Try to get enough
rest in advance and be ready to share the latest news in your life. Share personal updates,
including changes in your family, your home
or your work. But do your best to keep your
news positive. Holiday parties are meant to
be a festive occasion and should focus on the
good things going on in your life.
If forced conversations feel difficult, think
of a list of questions in advance. Ask how their
family is doing. Ask if the friend has any plans
to travel or take a vacation soon. Ask about
common hobbies and interests.
Remember to bring business cards – and
to exchange them with other guests when (and
if) it seems appropriate. This will help you stay
in touch with new friends and update your
contact information for old ones. If you’re
not currently working, a simple card will do.
Include your name, phone number and email.
After the event, make a point to follow up
with the folks you want to stay in touch with.
Invite them to your next party. Ask them to
have lunch or coffee. And, be sure to connect
on LinkedIn.
These small interactions build your friendships and grow your network. When the new
year comes, you’ll be more prepared to put
your best foot forward. And if you do ask a
friend for help with a job application, it won’t
be the first time they’ve seen you in a while.
Build your network of friends when you’re not
asking for help with a job.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Blankenship Named President Of
Coldwell Banker Collins Maury
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Sean Blankenship at memphisdailynews.com.

Sean Blankenship has joined Coldwell Banker Collins Maury as
president, coming to the Collierville-based full-service real estate firm
after serving as chief marketing officer for Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. In his new role, Blankenship will focus on growing the company’s
presence in the greater Memphis and northern Mississippi markets.
Hometown: Apple Valley,
California
Experience: Earned a B.A.
from California State University, Fullerton, and an MBA
from University of Phoenix.
Professional background has
been centered around technology, sales and marketing,
most recently as the chief
marketing officer of Coldwell
Banker Real Estate LLC, and
included senior roles at Gulf
States Toyota, Nissan North
America and iCossing Advertising.
What attracted you to Coldwell Banker Collins Maury?
Doug Collins attracted me
through his character and
leadership, and his management team and agents closed
the deal for me based on
their combined character,
culture and professionalism. I was fortunate in my
previous role to travel the
U.S., visiting a lot of real estate companies … large and
small. There is something
special about Coldwell Banker Collins Maury.

What are your goals in your
new position? Smart growth
… calculated growth. The
priority is to maintain and
nurture the culture, first and
foremost, and be smart about
how we grow the company.
We are fortunate in that technology and digital marketing
can be a tremendous advantage for us through our affiliation with Coldwell Banker.
No other real estate company
has products such as CBx, our
proprietary listing experience application. Our learning platform and dedicated
management team are also
tremendous assets in how we
grow the company. I will be
focusing on those areas.
You most recently served as
Coldwell Banker Real Estate’s
chief marketing officer and
developed several awardwinning campaigns on the
national level. How does your
marketing background play
into your new role? The exposure I’ve had at big brands
such as Coldwell Banker and
Nissan (for example) has
been instrumental in developing marketing strategies

Marisa Rouse has
joined the Memphis office of Bass,
Berry & Sims PLC
as an associate attorney. Rouse assists clients with
commercial real
ROUSE
estate and debt financing transactions. She earned a
juris doctorate from the Washington
University School of Law in 2017 and
a Bachelor of Arts from DePauw University in 2012.
Rebecca Allen has been promoted to

that benefit local affiliates
(real estate brokerages or automotive dealers). I’m a firm
believer, whether it be an ad
campaign or a technology
platform, it must have a positive impact at the transaction
level.
In my new role, I have a front
row seat now. Connecting
with customers across multiple platforms and communication channels to tell our
company story is exciting. Using advance marketing techniques and new technology to
assist our sales professionals
increase their business will be
a new challenge for me.
You’re coming on board as
the company rolls out its
new Global Luxury program.
Tell us a little about the program and what’s ahead. Very
exciting time for our luxury
customers and associates.
The Coldwell Banker Global
Luxury program provides
a best-in-class marketing
program designed to expose
and connect luxury homes
with luxury buyers. First-class
marketing materials, global
syndication and associate

team lead at Eclectic Eye. Allen has
worked at Eclectic Eye for more than
three years, and in her new role she
will help grow and develop vendor
relationships and support store functions. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in
fashion merchandising and a minor
in marketing from the University of
Memphis and is American Board of
Opticianry certified.
Libby King has been named sales director at Trezevant. King previously
served for five years as sales counselor
for the senior living community. Prior
to joining Trezevant, she was advertis-

SEAN BLANKENSHIP

networking. In addition, the
all-new certification program
brings world-class luxuryhome training to our sales
professionals.
What do you consider your
greatest accomplishment?
Professionally, I am not sure
I’ve seen it yet. I’ve never
been afraid of change or
risk, and have surely had ups
and downs, like many. I’ve
changed industries, moved
around the country, but have
always been confident in my
ability to develop products. I
love to make things that improve business processes.
Additionally, I’ve taken great
pride in continually developing my leadership skills,
knowing I can always improve. For me, it’s about seeing those around me succeed
and doing my best to ensure
they do.
If you could give one piece of
advice to young people, what
would it be? Listen to your
gut. Don’t listen to anyone
who says you can’t do it. And
don’t stress about what you
can’t control.

ing director at RSVP Magazine.
The Greater Memphis Chamber has
announced its “10 to Watch” in 2018.
The list features chamber members
who have demonstrated growth, determination, ingenuity and customer
satisfaction, and who are poised for
great progress in 2018. Honorees are:
A+ Parking, AllWorld Project Management, Christ Community Health Services, H. Saga International/Port Alliance, Morris Marketing Group, Nickey
Warehouses, Nucor Steel, the Memphis
Redbirds, The Seam and Tri-State Bank.
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Holiday Toy Truck
Fundraiser Benefits
Porter-Leath Kids
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

Nearly 6,000 at-risk children up to age
5 and who are served by Porter-Leath will
have a merrier Christmas this year thanks
to the 16th Annual Toy Truck Benefiting
Porter-Leath and Bob & Roland’s 13th Annual Stumbling Santa Pub Crawl hosted by
the Flying Saucer Downtown.
Yuletide Office Solutions is sponsoring
the Toy Truck for the fourth consecutive
year. Bud Davis Cadillac at 5433 Poplar
Ave. will host the toy drive Wednesday,
Dec. 6, through Friday, Dec. 8, and WMC
Action News 5 at 1960 Union Ave. will host
the final stop on Saturday, Dec. 9.
Wednesday through Friday from 10
a.m. until 6 p.m., visitors can see Santa and
his celebrity reindeer as they fill the truck at
Bud Davis. On Saturday from 8 a.m. until 4
p.m., they can help celebrity reindeer compete to collect donations at WMC.
"It just thrills me to see these kids
have Christmas presents, because many
of them might not otherwise have Christmas," said Chris Miller, CEO of Yuletide,
a family business founded in 1972 that
specializes in office supplies, janitorial
products, printing and furniture. “With
the cooperation of all of our customers
and employees, we work to gather all these
toys and make sure that these kids have a
very merry Christmas.”

Yuletide sent an email to all of its office
clients asking if they want to participate
and then dropped off a toy donation box at
participating businesses like Independent
Bank, Collier Insurance, MassMutual,
BancorpSouth, Pinnacle Financial Partners, Semmes-Murphey and many others.
Last year, Yuletide’s customers and
affiliates helped bring in two truckloads
of toys.
Supporting event sponsors this year
include James Gattas Jewelers, Knowledge
Tree, Parasol Awnings and Mahaffey Tent
& Event Rentals among others.
“We’re trying to keep the event fresh
and fun,” said Rob Hughes, Porter-Leath
vice president of development. “We’ve
got a lot of our sponsors and good friends
of the agency out there as celebrity reindeer donning reindeer antlers and asking
people for money.”
Since 2000, the goal has been to fill the
Toy Truck with age-appropriate toys for
preschool babies, toddlers and children
with dolls, trucks, building blocks and
other toys that promote gross motor skills
and early childhood learning. The event
has grown tremendously over the past
several years.
“When I first started here in 2009, we
had 500 preschool students. Now we have
6,000 students,” Hughes said. “We’re very
thankful that the community in Memphis
and Shelby County has really responded to
the event. Every year, we met the need and

Chris Miller, right, CEO of Yuletide Office Solutions, loves to give back to those in
need through the Toy Truck initiative benefiting Porter-Leath.
(Submitted)
we’ve always been able to provide all of
our children with something for Christmas
and the holidays.”
People can drop off new, unwrapped
toys as well as cash, a check or credit card
donations from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Bud
Davis Cadillac, from Dec. 6 through Dec.
8, and from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. at WMC
Action News 5, on Dec. 9.
All monetary gifts delivered to Toy
Truck, and made online, will be matched
by a Secret Santa in the community.
"The first $50,000 in gifts to Toy Truck
gets matched dollar for dollar, which is
amazing,” Hughes said. “So if you don’t
have time to go shop or if the crowds really
aren’t your thing, you can donate $50 and
that turns into $100 right then and there
on the spot.”
Donors of $50-plus also receive a
certificate for one semiprecious stone
from James Gattas Jewelers, valued at up
to $100. One lucky winner will receive
their choice of a Diamond Cluster onecarat ring, pendant, or earrings, valued

at $3,500.
After the event, the truck travels to
an undisclosed location, dubbed Santa
Central, where the toys are prepared for
the children.
Saturday at the Flying Saucer in
Downtown Memphis, Porter-Leath held
a pub crawl that also raised toys for the
Toy Truck. Attendees got in for free if they
brought a toy, and an estimated 2,000
people got into the holiday spirit.
“When both events go well, it’s very
merry Christmas and happy holidays for
the children of Porter-Leath’s preschool
program,” Hughes said.
On Dec. 14, Memphis Botanic Garden is allowing Yuletide to gather toys as
part of its holiday-themed Family Night.
Visitors are encouraged to bring a toy to
donate. The 501st Legion Star Wars enthusiast costume group will also be on hand
helping to raise money.
Porter-Leath will serve more than
50,000 children and families in the MidSouth this year.

H E A LT H CA R E

Local Professionals React to CVS-Aetna Deal
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

News coverage in the immediate aftermath of the announcement that drugstore
giant CVS Health plans to buy
health insurer Aetna for $69
billion focused on how it will
change the country’s health care
industry in a significant way. But
much is still unclear.
While it’s true the combined
enterprise may be in a better position to offer a one-stop-shop
when employers are lining up
health insurance for employees,
there’s also a wait-and-see attitude many professionals are
taking.

Tim Finnell, founder of
Group Benefits LLC in Memphis, points out that CVS – which
has 10,000 pharmacy and clinic
locations that could become
expanded channels of health
care delivery – “is already one
of the largest Pharmacy Benefits
Managers (PBMs), providing
the drug card-processes used
by many insurance companies
and self-funded plans.”
There could, he notes, be
some efficiencies and coordination of care as a result of the deal.
Emphasis on “could.”
Jenny Kiesewetter, principal
of the Kiesewetter Law Firm
PLLC, said the merger reflects
a trend toward comprehensive
health care delivery systems that

are emerging
in today’s
marketplace.
As a result,
“we’re going
to see less division of care
among docJENNY
tors, pharKIESEWETTER
macies and
hospitals.
CVS and Aetna have achieved
a comprehensive provision of
services by positioning themselves as players in the new
market with CVS' pharmacies
and community-based clinics,
along with Aetna's care directly
provided to patients.”
Time will tell if the companies can achieve significant cost

savings under their model, she
adds, as savings were hinted at
in the Sunday night announcement Dec. 3 about the acquisition. Among other things, the
announcement made note of
“the ability to delivery $750
million in near-term synergies.“
Amy Campbell is associate
professor of law and director
of the Institute for Health Law
& Policy at the University of
Memphis. She agrees that, at
least in theory, efficiencies and
bargaining power resulting from
the deal “could help consumers, although I would think the
jury is still out on the effects on
consumers.
“Greater access to and sharing of data could also help con-

sumers, but again, it will be interesting to see how it plays out,
and if this leads other insurers to
look for similar opportunities,”
Campbell said.
CVS is the No. 2 provider
in the U.S. of prescription drug
benefits, while Aetna is the No.
3 health insurer in the nation.
U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen, DMemphis, thinks the landscape
is not as consumer-friendly as it
needs to be, and that this merger
potentially takes things in an
anti-consumer direction.
There’s already too much
consolidation in the drugstore
business, Cohen said, and “I
have not seen much in the way
of community service from
them.”
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MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES

Grizzlies Stop Losing Streak at 11,
But Victories Likely to Remain Elusive

Memphis Grizzlies' swingman Tyreke Evans, left, drives to the basket against the New York Knicks' Kyle O'Quinn (9) at Madison
Square Garden in New York on Wednesday, Dec. 6. The Knicks beat the Grizz 99-88.
(AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Perhaps Tom Thibodeau saw it coming. His young Minnesota Timberwolves,
though not short on talent, do not yet
consistently devote themselves to defense. They were playing for a second
straight night and they were on the road
at FedExForum.
The Grizzlies were on their welldocumented 11-game losing streak and
had recently fired coach David Fizdale
and promoted J.B. Bickerstaff to interim
coach. About an hour before tip-off,
Thibodeau seemed to sense his team
might be in a bad spot. That the law of
averages was going to get him.
“When you look at it, you don’t get
here by accident. If you get to the NBA,
you’re a great player,” he said. “Every
team in this league is capable of winning.
(The Grizzlies are) a very proud team.”
And for a night, that pride was on
display. You know what happened: Memphis 95, Minnesota 92, a relieved Marc
Gasol saying on TV, “Overall, we won.
So (screw) it.”

For his spontaneous honesty, Gasol
picked up a $15,000 fine from the NBA.
It was money well-spent as he also called
it the “biggest regular-season win that I
have ever been a part of.”
And Bickerstaff said: “Tonight was a
great reward for them, but like we said in
the locker room, this is not where we want
to be. This is just one of many. We’re still
building, we’re still digging.”
That one-game winning streak, as
wonderful as it was, was not one of
many. Did not even reach two games.
After winning on Monday, Dec. 4, the
Grizzlies’ first victory in almost a month,
they lost two nights later in New York to
the Knicks 99-88.
The Grizzlies’ record is 8-16. Mike
Conley is still out with an Achilles/heel
issue, but might – might – return before
Christmas. The Grizzlies have other more
minor issues, but what NBA team doesn’t?
No disrespect, but playing without Wayne
Selden Jr. does not excuse anything that
has happened in the last month.
So, the reality going forward is pretty
clear: The Grizzlies have little chance of
turning this around to the point they can
make the playoffs an eighth straight sea-

“

Some guys were upset,
were close with coach Fizz.
So it was kinda tough in the
locker room, but I think we
got to try and fix that and
just worry about basketball
now.”
–Tyreke Evans, Grizzlies guard/forward

son. Going into their Friday, Dec. 8, home
game vs. Toronto, they have 58 games
left. Just to get to .500 for the season, they
would have to go 33-25.
Nothing we have seen in the last
month remotely suggests this is possible.
Their loss at New York was their sixth
straight on the road. Before they beat

Minnesota and stopped a seven-game
home skid, their previous victory at the
arena formerly known as The Grindhouse
was on Oct. 28, or so long ago that it was
the same night as Game 4 of the World
Series.
After the Fizdale firing, the players
huddled as players typically do in the
midst of turmoil.
“We had a little team meeting, talked
about what we need to do after coach
got fired,” said guard Tyreke Evans. “We
got to talk with each other after practice
where our mind is at. Marc (called a team
meeting). Everybody gave their thought
on what we need to do. We took it on
the chin whether it was good or bad and
manned up.”
Suffice to say, not everyone came
to this little get together from the same
emotional place.
“Some guys were upset, were close
with coach Fizz,” Evans said. “So it was
kinda tough in the locker room, but I
think we got to try and fix that and just
worry about basketball now.”
Once the ball goes up, the Grizzlies’
flaws are easy enough to see. The roster lacks depth. Evans, once building a
resume for Sixth Man of the Year consideration, now starts in place of Conley
and plays point guard. Free agent signee
Ben McLemore is getting fewer and fewer
minutes and is being outplayed by Andrew Harrison.
When the Grizzlies do give their best
on defense – and rookie Dillon Brooks
often is drawing tough assignments and
not blinking, if not always succeeding –
they at least give themselves a chance.
“When we start off fast and get easy
buckets, that gets guys going,” Evans said.
“I don’t want to play half-court every possession, so the more we defend and get to
running that will help our offense a lot.”
Another translation: In the half-court,
teams camp out around Gasol and everything comes to a halt. Guys start settling
for isolation plays and ill-advised jump
shots.
“We stood around too much,” Bickerstaff told media after the loss to the
Knicks. “Got stagnant, watched. Tried to
go one-on-one, weren’t cutting, weren’t
moving, weren’t sharing or moving the
ball. We can’t survive that way.”
Thibodeau was right: The Grizzlies,
like every other team in the league, are
capable of winning.
But they’re more capable of losing.
Most nights, survival is the name of the
game they’re playing.
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Latest SEC Football Rankings: 1. Sexton. 2. Saban.
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
Fourteen schools play football in the
SEC. Six of them, or 42.9 percent, now
have a different man coaching their
football team than they had at the start
of the season.
That’s a lot of turnover. It suggests
coaching in the SEC is often a battle
against personal extinction.
Now one of those moves, it should
be noted, was Dan Mullen stepping up
from Mississippi State to Florida. Also
consider this: Of the eight coaches who
finished the season at the same school,
25 percent of them are in this season’s
College Football Playoff.
Georgia coach Kirby Smart and Alabama coach Nick Saban, neither of whom

were ever any danger of losing their positions, now conceivably could meet in the
national championship game – Protégé
vs. Mentor.
But the most relevant coaching statistic in the SEC is this one: 11 of the current
14 coaches are clients of agent Jimmy Sexton. That’s 78.6 percent. A quarterback
running the West Coast offense should
have so high a completion percentage.
Jimmy Sexton is to college football
coaching clients what Scott Boras is to
MLB clients.
And to those poor athletic directors
and college presidents who must negotiate with Sexton, he must feel like a
triple-threat: omnipresent, omniscient
and omnipotent.
Sexton’s SEC head coaching client
list: Saban; Smart; Mullen; Auburn’s Gus
Malzahn, whom he just got a fat new contract at Auburn via the threat of jumping
to Arkansas; Texas A&M’s Jimbo Fisher,
whom he just got a fat new contract to
leave Florida State; South Carolina’s Will
Muschamp; Kentucky’s Mark Stoops; and

Missouri’s Barry Odom.
Plus other new league hires at Ole
Miss (Matt Luke), at Arkansas (Chad Morris), and at Tennessee (Jeremy Pruitt).
Meaning, only LSU’s Ed Orgeron, new
MSU coach Joe Moorhead and Vanderbilt’s Derek Mason are not in the Sexton
coaching stable.
Sexton has so many clients that even
guys that lost jobs were his, too. He had
fallen star Hugh Freeze at Ole Miss and
Luke turned the interim gig into a fulltime job as other coaches kept their distance from the coming NCAA sanctions.
Butch Jones, fired at UT, was a Sexton
client. So was Jim McElwain at Florida.
And maybe even that shark.
Of course, University of Memphis
coach Mike Norvell is a Sexton client as
well. He just re-upped for five years and
at least $13 million. Norvell’s name was
linked most strongly to Arkansas, but also
briefly to UT and Ole Miss.
All indications are none of those situations got serious, that Norvell – for whatever reasons – was never close to leaving.

His call? Sexton’s advice? Other factors?
One wonders because Sexton has
so many clients one can imagine him
standing over a huge magnetic board of
the United States and moving the pieces –
the coaches – from one school to another
as he sips a favorite vintage and tries to
calculate the commissions in his head.
Forbes, as of September of this year, put
his commission for 2017 at $26.8 million.
That included his work representing NFL
clients, but not his more recent chess-piece
maneuvering of college football coaches.
Saban wins the most SEC games and
might even be a primary reason so many
coaches get fired. But when that damage
is done, we all know who is ready and
waiting to help a school start fresh with
a new coach and a new contract.
Jimmy Sexton, 100 percent.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.

T E N N ESS E E VO L S

Pay for No Play: Paying Millions to Former Coaches
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Tennessee’s bungled search
for a football coach will come
at a cost for the university. A
big cost.
There are buyouts everywhere. A potential lawsuit
looms. And a rift between boosters caused by the botched search
may be the costliest item of all
for the university long term.
When former UT athletics director John Currie fired
football coach Butch Jones on
Nov. 12, he had no idea how the
coaching search would unravel
and cost him his job. Currie was
suspended Dec. 1 after a bizarre
sequence of chasing coaches
and being turned down.
Now, Tennessee not only
owes Jones and his assistant
coaches buyouts, but also a potential buyout for Currie.
Those buyouts for Jones, his
staff and Currie could cost UT
more than $18.1 million – and
that’s before the university even
starts paying its new football
coach, Alabama defensive coordinator Jeremy Pruitt, who
the Vols announced Thursday,

Dec. 7, would replace Jones. New
athletics director Phillip Fulmer
will earn an annual salary of
$575,000.
Jones and his staff are expected to receive a $13 million
buyout with $8.2 million of that
going to Jones. Those buyouts
will be mitigated if Jones and his
assistants land comparable jobs.
Currie, who began his job as
UT’s athletics director, ironically, on April 1, is still owed about
$5.1 million for the remaining
time on his five-year contract.
The caveat to that $5.1 million
cost is if Tennessee proves it can
fire Currie with cause. If not, UT
will be on the hook for Currie’s
$5.1 million, plus potential parting fees for Currie’s assistants
not retained by Fulmer.
Tennessee also might be facing a big-money ticket if Ohio
State defensive coordinator Greg
Schiano decides to pursue litigation against the university after
Currie signed, as reported, a
memorandum of understanding
with him to be UT’s next coach.
Currie’s offer was pulled
Nov. 26 amid an uproar by the
Tennessee fans, former players
and politicians against the hiring of Schiano for his possible

knowledge of the Jerry Sandusky
scandal at Penn State. At issue
is whether an MOU signed by
Currie but not by UT Chancellor Beverly Davenport is legally
binding.
Jones was the second UT
coach fired by Currie. He fired
men’s tennis coach Sam Winterbotham in early May. Winterbotham’s buyout is $181,873
for the year remaining on his
contract, and the ex-tennis
coach appears ready to collect it
all. He’s now selling real estate in
Knoxville and the area.
Currie didn’t need to fire
former baseball coach Dave Serrano or pay a buyout. Serrano
was on the last year of his contract when he resigned in May.
Of course, Winterbotham’s
buyout is chump change for
Tennessee, so long as the megabooster Haslam family is on
board. The Haslams are a Tennessee gravy train that might
have derailed last week.
Currie was an assistant AD
at Tennessee under Mike Hamilton in 2008 when Fulmer was
fired as head football coach. The
Haslams appeared to be on the
Hamilton/Currie side, unable
to save Fulmer’s job, up against

Fulmer and big booster John
“Thunder” Thornton.
After Jones was fired, Currie
was in charge of the search, but
flanked by Cleveland Browns
owner/Pilot Flying J CEO Jimmy
Haslam and former Vol and NFL
quarterback Peyton Manning.
Fulmer, who was in the running against Currie to be Tennessee’s athletics director early
this year, was hired in June as
special advisor to the UT president for community, athletics, and university relations, a
part-time job that paid Fulmer
$100,000 a year.
Fulmer’s role in “helping”
Currie in the coaching search
apparently was minimal – unless you believe national reports
Fulmer was undermining Currie’s search.
It’s believed Reid Sigmon
was a top candidate to replace
Currie. Currie hired Sigmon as
his executive athletics director and chief operating officer
at Tennessee. Sigmon worked
at Kansas State from 2009-13
when Currie was athletic director there, and worked for the
Cleveland Browns from 2005-07.
He and Currie are both graduates of Wake Forest.

Yet Fulmer had the backing
of booster Charlie Anderson
for the AD job when Currie was
suspended, while Currie surely
wanted Sigmon to get his old job.
If Jimmy Haslam wanted Sigmon
to be the next AD, which has
been speculated, Tennessee will
have rubbed its biggest boosters
the wrong way.
Peyton Manning may be
aligned with Haslam, too. If Peyton wants to get his foot in NFL
minority ownership, Haslam
and the Browns are his obvious
ticket.
Tennessee better hope the
Haslams and Manning warm
up to Fulmer getting the AD job
if they weren’t already for it.
If not, UT could lose its greatest ambassador and its biggest
boosters, thanks to Currie’s
botched coaching search.
And that eventually will cost
the university a whole lot more
than all the buyouts.
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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MEMPHIS FOOTBALL

From left, Tiger seniors DB Jonathan Cook, OL Gabe Kuhn, QB Riley Ferguson, WR Phil Mayhue and DL Christian Johnson show
their Liberty Bowl shirts at the bowl bid press conference.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

WORTH THE WAIT
Memphis Tigers in AutoZone Liberty Bowl for first time
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Just since 1995, the University of
Southern California has stayed home to
play in the Rose Bowl more than a halfdozen times. Steve Ehrhart, executive
director of the AutoZone Liberty Bowl,
couldn’t help but look at that with a bit
of envy.
“For 25 years, we’ve had the Liberty
Bowl Alliance and hoped every three or
four years we’d get Memphis in the game
and it never happened,” Ehrhart said. “We
were always angling – with Conference
USA, the Big East for a while, and finally
all the pieces came together.”
The agreement with the American
Athletic Conference allowed the AutoZone
Liberty Bowl to take Memphis if it wasn’t
the conference champion, which this year
was ticketed for a New Year’s Six bowl.
So when Memphis (10-2) lost to UCF in
double-overtime in the league title game,
that opened the way for the Tigers’ first

AutoZone Liberty Bowl appearance in this
the 59th year of the game.
The Tigers, who were 20th in the College Football Playoffs rankings, will play
Iowa State from the Big 12 on Dec. 30.
Kickoff is at 11:30 a.m. and the game will
be carried nationally by ABC-TV.
Players typically like vacation-type
destinations for bowl games. But senior
defensive end Christian Johnson (Southwind High School) grew up here, even
went to the bowl game a couple of years
ago.
“To get to play my last game in Memphis, in the Liberty Bowl, I think it’ll be
pretty special,” Johnson said.
So, too, for alumni with a vested interest in the game and the city. Mayor
Jim Strickland attended the University of
Memphis from 1982-1985. The Tigers won
14 total games in those four seasons and
had only one winning year, a 6-4-1 mark
in 1983 under Rex Dockery. The ’82 team
went 1-10.
“Obviously, we didn’t go to a bowl,”
said Strickland, who did go to the New

“

To get to play my last game
in Memphis, in the Liberty
Bowl, I think it’ll be pretty
special.”
–Christian Johnson, Tigers senior defensive end

Orleans Bowl in 2003, the program’s first
bowl trip since the Pasadena Bowl in 1971.
“It was just tough.”
Now, the Tigers are going to their
record fourth straight bowl and second
under coach Mike Norvell. Worries that
Norvell may not stick around for the bowl
and take a job at a Power 5 school ended
this week when the coach signed a new
five-year contract worth $13 million.

Your source for accurate and unbiased real estate data you can trust.
www.ChandlerReports.com

The AutoZone Liberty Bowl also ranks
as the most prestigious bowl in the program’s history.
“For us and our program this is a milestone,” said athletic director Tom Bowen.
With the Tigers in the game, a sell-out
is a very realistic possibility. The U of M
is encouraging fans to buy tickets through
their office. For ticket information go to
www.gotigersgo.com. For full details on
the game and game week, including tickets, go to www.libertybowl.org.
The game also represents a chance
to reach those Memphis Tigers football
fans who haven’t made attending the
AutoZone Liberty Bowl a habit, or haven’t
been to the game in many years.
Or, even if they have been to the game,
perhaps they were not aware of all the
associated activities around the game.
Strickland said he was in that group until
he became mayor.
“There’s a whole world going on that
most Memphians don’t know,” he said.
“The parade on Beale Street, The Gala,
all these great events leading up to the
game.”
In addition, Kevin Kane, president of
the Memphis Convention & Visitors Bureau, said this is an opportunity to reach
out to alumni beyond the city.
“Probably haven’t been to a University of Memphis football game in many
years,” Kane said. “You can kill multiple
birds with one stone. And we’ll be working
with the alumni association to make those
extra invites.”
The downside to having Memphis in
the game is large numbers of fans from
only one of the participating teams will be
coming in from out of town. Ehrhart says
economic impact in recent years typically
has exceeded $20 million.
“We may lose a little bit on the hotel
side,” Kane said. “But if you get an Ole
Miss or Mississippi State (the game in
recent years has always had an SEC team),
a lot of those fans drive in and drive out
the day of the game.
“When you put all that in the hopper,
I don’t think it’s a big loss economically
not having two out-of-town teams here. A
lot of things will balance themselves out.”
Iowa State played in the game five
years ago. Ehrhart recalls ISU’s fans taking over Beale Street, which bodes well for
having a large travel party from the school.
“They (Cyclones) haven’t been in a
bowl game in five years and they’ve beat
two top-five teams this year,” he said.
“Their fans have been pent up for five
years and they signed their coach (Matt
Campbell) to a big new contract. They
may be the best as far as travel.”
And having the Memphis Tigers in
the game?
Well, it’s what Ehrhart had been waiting for all this time.
“I hope we don’t have to go another
59 years,” he said.
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Game of Thrones? UT’s Cast Not That Smart
DAVID CLIMER
Nashville Sports Correspondent

When he was president of the
University of Tennessee in 195970, Andy Holt often referred to
the Vols athletics program, and
particularly its football program,
as “the front porch of the university.”
These days, that front porch
is a mess. Smokey is hiding under the steps.
Thanks to the total mismanagement of the search for a new
football coach, UT is the biggest
story in college sports for all
the wrong reasons. Others that
play in the big leagues should
view this as a cautionary tale
of what can happen when poor
leadership and lousy planning
intersect.
It’s bad enough that the Vols
just endured the first eight-loss
season in school history and
must now pay Butch Jones a
buyout upwards of $8.25 million
to go away. Worse still is the ugly
residue of a flawed hiring process for Jones’ successor.
You know the highlights
(lowlights?) of the story. John
Currie wanted to hire Greg
Schiano and the two actually
agreed to terms before all hell
broke loose. What followed is a
blur of job offers and rejections,
a possible palace coup at the top
of the athletics department and
failure of the administration to
take responsibility for the whole
mess.
Oh, did I leave out the part
about the populist fan revolt?
Forgive me. It’s been a busy
couple of weeks.
Over the years, there have
been plenty of rough spots in the
road for UT sports. That’s simply
the way of the world in big-time
college sports.
The old guard remembers
what a mess it was when Doug
Dickey left UT for Florida immediately after the Vols and
Gators played in a bowl game in
1969. The ouster of John Majors,
and Phillip Fulmer’s ascension
in 1992, divided the fan base for
a period.
Bruce Pearl’s fall from grace
was unsettling on many levels.
More recently, the elimination
of the “Lady Vols” name and its
ultimate reinstatement was an
unnecessary distraction.
But this is uncharted territory. Never before have things
been in such utter disarray. UT’s

dirty laundry is on full display,
with the national media more
than happy to opine on the disaster du jour.
Just wondering: What if UT
had followed through and hired
Schiano? No doubt, many Vols
fans still would be upset, but at
least Schiano would be in the
process of hiring a coaching
staff and attempting to stabilize
recruiting as the early signing
period of Dec. 20 approaches.
The page would have turned.
Presumably, Currie would
have kept his job. Fulmer still
would be in his part-time job as
university glad-hander. People
actually might be talking about
Rick Barnes’ surprising basketball team instead of continuing
to poke fun at all things orange.
And that’s how it would have
worked at most schools. But UT
is not most schools.
We won’t go through all the
details of what went wrong with
the aborted hiring of Schiano,
who remains the defensive coordinator at Ohio State. While
some continue to take the easy
way out by saying their aversion
to Schiano was his involvement
– real or imagined – in the Jerry
Sandusky sex scandal at Penn
State, the bottom line is that
many Vols fans don’t think he is
a good enough coach.
Throw in the Penn State stuff
and you have a man who just
doesn’t measure up, at least in
their estimation.
Never mind that UT will begin the 2018 season with its fifth
coach in a decade. If you’re looking at the world through orangecolored glasses, 1998 seems like
yesterday. This is supposed to be
a destination job, not one that is
best avoided.
One of the most interesting
sidebars to the Sunday night
massacre that led to the nonhiring of Schiano is the involvement of the state’s elected officials. Yes, the very same people
who won’t respond to their constituents about matters such as
taxes and health insurance had
no problem chiming in about
something that’s really important to them – the UT football
coach.
Amid the tumult, UT backed
down. Although Schiano and
Currie had agreed to the terms of
a memorandum of understanding, the deal was pulled off the
table. Schiano never even got to
see how he would look in an orange tie for his press conference.

Phil Fulmer was installed as athletic director last week at the University of Tennessee after AD John
Currie was suspended following a bizarre week. 
(Tennessee Athletics/UTsports.com)
Over the next few days, Currie went from coach to coach,
desperately attempting to make
a hire. David Cutcliffe of Duke,
who was offensive coordinator at UT under Fulmer on two
separate occasions, turned the
job down. So did Mike Gundy
of Oklahoma State. Ditto for
Jeff Brohm of Purdue and Dave
Doeren of North Carolina State.
It was a job nobody would
touch. Granted, Gundy has a
good gig at Oklahoma State, his
alma mater, but it’s a sign of
the apocalypse when Tennessee gets turned down by guys
from Duke, Purdue and North
Carolina State.
Meanwhile, Currie was dead
man walking. Chants of “Fire
Currie!” erupted during a basketball game. Critics emboldened by the anonymity afforded
by social media were relentless.
In situations like this, you
must think outside the box. And
believe me, there’s nobody in
college football that operates
as far outside the box as Mike
Leach. Maybe that’s why Currie
flew to Los Angeles to discuss
things with Leach, the coach at
Washington State.
Indeed, Currie appeared
close to striking a deal with
Leach before things took yet
another stunning turn.
Currie was called home by
his superiors. We’ll never know
exactly how things went down,
but we do know that in short
order Currie was dismissed and
Fulmer was installed as athletics
director.

And that is the most compelling development of this
intercollegiate soap opera. Nine
years ago, when he was second
in command to Mike Hamilton
in the UT athletics department,
Currie spent considerable time
and effort going to big-time
boosters and some members of
the media sowing the seeds of
change. He gauged what the response might be if Fulmer, then
the football coach, were to be
fired, which he ultimately was.
It’s the kind of thing somebody like Fulmer doesn’t forget.
Would you?
The Fulmer-for-Currie swap
is one of the reasons some in the
media have compared this to
Game of Thrones, where leaders are constantly under siege
by those who make calculated
moves in their pursuit of power.
Think of it as a giant chess game,
albeit with seven-figure buyouts
for those who are overthrown.
It’s an interesting theory, this
idea that those in power can be
weakened or eliminated entirely
with a few ruthless backdoor
moves.
But I’ve got news for you:
These people aren’t that smart.
UT finds itself where it is because of its own incompetence,
not some fantasy land of espionage and throat-cutting.
Still, we’re talking about
sports here so there are winners
and losers. Fulmer is the biggest
winner, at least for the time being. If nothing else, he now gets
the chance to go out on his own
terms, which certainly wasn’t

the case in 2008.
Currie is among the losers,
although it’s hard to summon up
much sympathy for a man who
stands to be paid $5.4 million
after serving just eight months
of a six-year contract.
It’s also safe to say Jimmy
Haslam took a hit. He’ll still
have some clout because of
the Haslam family fortune and
past gifts to the university, but
Haslam’s heavy-handed role in
the attempt to hire Schiano will
reduce his influence over the
longer haul.
Likewise, golden boy Peyton
Manning lost a little altitude in
the eyes of some. He worked
the phones to former players
in an effort to drum up support
for Schiano. Some now see him
aligned with Haslam, which is an
unpopular position. Even so, it’s
hard to see Manning being left
off the invitation list for the next
major event in Knoxville.
But the greatest damage has
been done to those at the top
of the university administration, beginning but not ending
with Beverly Davenport, the UT
Knoxville chancellor. All in all,
the profound lack of leadership
is appalling – and embarrassing.
Nobody took ownership.
The whole ugly mess could
have been avoided with proper
planning, execution and communication. That didn’t happen.
And the front porch is a mess.
Reach David Climer at dclimer1018@yahoo.com and on Twitter @DavidClimer.
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Titans Set Second
‘Training Camp’
Next Week in Arizona
TERRY MCCORMICK
Nashville Sports Correspondent

Road trip!
The Tennessee Titans are trying something a little different for a two-game swing
out West beginning with this Sunday’s
game against the Arizona Cardinals.
Sometime back in the off-season, team
officials decided the Titans, rather than
make two consecutive cross-country round
trips, would only make one and stay in the
Pacific time zone for the week in between
the games with the Cardinals and the San
Francisco 49ers.
Come Friday, the Titans will pack up
and head to Arizona to play the Cardinals.
They will then stay in their hotel and practice at Arizona State the following week in
preparation for their Dec. 18 game with
the 49ers.
Mike Mularkey admits this is the first
time he has ever tried anything like this in
his long coaching career, but he says this is
the right move with everything factored in.
“A lot of research went into it in the offseason,” Mularkey says.
Of course, back-to-back games at NFC
West opponents played a huge role, but
factors even as detailed as the time of year
and potential weather conditions in Tennessee also played a part in deciding to
stay in the West.
“Looking at all the options, looking
even back to where we would be here
weather-wise, we didn’t want to be caught
here where we’d have to be in the bubble
on the turf, if we could help ourselves,”
Mularkey explains. “The travel obviously
had some big play into it, and I think it’s
good for our team to be around each other
this time of the year where we’re at. I think

it’s going to be good for just getting closer
than we already are.”
The players have already been given an
itinerary of what the road trip will be like
to help prepare them for travel and also to
keep them focused on the purpose of the
trip – trying to win two football games.
“I don’t think it’s going to be as challenging as people think. This is a pretty
locked-in team right now,” Mularkey says.
“They know where they’re at, we know
what we have to do.
“We went over logistics this morning
to kind of get it all out of the way, so when
we come back in here Wednesday there’s
no more talk of travel, lodging, meals, all
that stuff.”
Safety Johnathan Cyprien hasn’t done
a two-week road trip before but does
have extensive travel experience with the
Jaguars, who made a yearly pilgrimage to
London to play one game a season.
“Actually, that’s the closest to it (I’ve
come), going over to London,” he says.
“We would stay there for an extended period of time. One time, we actually stayed
an entire week. That was in a whole different country, but I think I’m definitely used
to staying in a different place.”
Given that players will be eating, rooming and spending free time together, the
Titans are somewhat hopeful this will be a
training camp-like bonding period.
“I’m assuming it’s going to be that way.
I haven’t done this before, I would think it
would be that way,” Mularkey says. “We’re
going to be around each other a lot, and
I think these guys like being around each
other, I do.”
Cyprien says that bond will form
almost by osmosis with so much time together for players and coaches away from
practices and meetings.

Titans strong safety Johnathan Cyprien hopes a week in the desert will add a lateseason hop to the Titans’ step. "You have no choice but to get closer when you’re
put in those situations," he says.
(AP Photo/Mark Zaleski)
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Clarion Security CEO Kim
Heathcott recently received
the National Association of
Women Business Owners’
2017 Women Business
Owner of the Year award.
She discusses the honor and
how Clarion has grown in this
week’s Newsmakers Q&A.
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The town of Collierville already has a solid, pro-business
reputation, especially in the industrial real estate community,

but as the completion of the outer
Interstate 269 loop draws near,
Collierville and its reputation
are poised for even more growth.
Due to its geographic location, Collierville is projected to
be one of the big winners of the

outer beltway around the Memphis metro. I-296 is to wrap up
construction by the third quarter
of 2018 and has the potential to
unlock hundreds of acres of developable industrial real estate
in and around Collierville.
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Ibtisam Salih is closer than ever to realizing her dream of opening a restaurant in the
city that serves the Sudanese cuisine of her native country.

She’s been preparing food at Caritas Village
in Binghampton for several years now, and she’s
started operating a catering venture – Ibti’s

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

Soup and Catering. What she’s working toward,
though, is a restaurant of her own. She loves
to
cook. She loathes the idea of recipes. She prepares her dishes by what feels right.
Helping her channel that passion for food
and cooking is Kaleidoscope Kitchen. It’s
a
new program of the Binghampton Development Corp. that provides two main services
KALEIDOSCOPE CONTINUED ON P5
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When Karin and Steve Cubbage opened Area 51, an artisan
ice cream shop in Hernando,
Mississippi, in the summer of
2014 they had no idea where it
would take them.
Less than four years later,
they’ve opened a second location
in the Crosstown Concourse in
Memphis and are expanding to
a larger off-site kitchen in Hernando to provide product to both
stores and possibly more wholesale accounts.
The jour ney bega n when
Steve was downsized from his
casino marketing job, which
brought the family to North Mississippi less than a year before.
They planned to move back home
to Kansas City, but their children
loved it and wanted to stay, so the
couple took a leap of faith, turned
down a solid offer on their house
and began to brainstorm about
opening a business.
Karin had grown up watching her father make ice cream
and she had always worked in
restaurants, watching the chefs’
AREA 51 CONTINUED ON P7
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onship game, so that’s cool. I am excited
about it.”
Despite the different plan and locale,
the Titans are trying to keep the situation
business as usual.
“It’s all about the Cardinals and it will
be,” Mularkey says. “Again, we’ll talk about
next week as next week approaches. But,
this week is all Cardinals. But, not much is
going to change from the schedule other
than leaving Friday.”
Cyprien, world traveler that he became
with the Jaguars, offers some levity on the
matter: “At the end of the day, it’s still a
green field that we’re going to be going
out there and playing on.”

“We’re stuck together. We’ll be stuck
together, kind of like college where you
go to practice, go to class and sleep in the
same rooms and you’re with the same
guys all day. You have no choice but to
get closer when you’re put in those situations,” he says.
At least one Titans player certainly
likes the idea of getting away to the Arizona
desert for a week. Titans left tackle Taylor
Lewan is looking forward to the trip, especially because that is where he is from.
Sunday will be a homecoming in more
ways than one for Lewan, who won a high
school state championship in the Cardinals’ stadium several years ago.
“I am excited about the opportunity to
go back home,” he says. “I haven’t played
in that stadium since the state champi-
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE
TRUSTEE`S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
dated June 25, 2012, executed by Lee
Ann Cianciola-Kennedy, an unmarried
woman to Fidelity National Title Insurance Company, Trustee, for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for American Bank, A
Federal Savings Bank, its successors
and assigns, and appearing of record
on July 16, 2012, in the Register’s Office of Fayette County, Tennessee, at
Instrument Number 12004091;
WHEREAS, the beneficial interest
of said Deed of Trust was last transferred and assigned to U.S. BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, the party
entitled to enforce said security interest; and having appointed Clear Recon
LLC, the undersigned, as Substitute
Trustee by instrument filed or being
filed for record in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, with all
of the rights, powers, and privileges
of the original Trustee named in said
Deed of Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as
provided in said Deed of Trust, and
that the undersigned, Clear Recon
LLC, as Substitute Trustee or his
duly appointed agent, by virtue of the
power, duty, and authority vested and
imposed upon said Substitute Trustee
will, on December 14, 2017, at 11:00
AM, local time, at the Fayette County
Courthouse, located in Somerville,
Tennessee, proceed to sell at public
outcry to the highest and best bidder
for cash or certified funds ONLY, the
following described property situated
in Fayette County, to wit:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Fayette,
State of Tennessee, and is described
as follows:
All that certain property situated in
the County of FAYETTE, and State
of TENNESSEE, being described as
follows:
Lot A, of the J. C. Privette property:
Beginning at iron stake on east
margin of Comer School House
Road, the southwest corner of 75
acre tract (now being conveyed)
said point being 1085 feet South
of southwest corner of cemetery
lot, said cemetery southwest corner
being the original northwest corner
of D.K. Donnell 230 acres; runs
thence East 420 feet with said 75
acres; thence South 210 feet with
residue of Privette; thence West
420 feet with Lot “B”; thence North
210 feet with East margin of public
road, to point of beginning, containing 2 acres.
BEING THE PROPERTY CONVEYED
IN Warranty Deed from Margaret E.
Hill, A Married Person to Lee Ann
Cianciola-Kennedy, A Married Person, dated 04/18/2001, recorded
04/25/2001, in Deed Book 576,
Page 412, in the Register’s Office
for Fayette County, Tennessee.
Tax Parcel Identification Number:
119-16.02
Commonly known as 5987 Warren
Road, Oakland, TN 38060-4728
However, by showing this address no
additional coverage is provided
The street address and parcel
number(s) of the above described
property are believed to be correct;
however, such references are not a
part of the legal description of the
property sold herein, and, in the event
of any discrepancy, the legal description herein shall control
Current Owner(s) of Property: Lee
Ann Cianciola-Kennedy
Other Interested Parties:
This sale is subject to tenant(s)/
occupant(s) rights in possession.
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmen-

tal agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property: Lee Ann Cianciola-Kennedy.
If the United States or the State of
Tennessee have any liens or claimed
lien(s) on the Property, and are named
herein as interested parties, timely
notice has been given to the applicable
governmental entity, and the sale will
be subject to any applicable rights
of redemption held by the entity as
required by 26 U.S.C. § 7425 and/or
Tennessee Code § 67-1-1433.
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, homestead,
and dower are expressly waived in said
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed
to be good; however, the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The transfer shall be AS IS, WHERE
IS, AND WITH ALL FAULTS, and without
warranties of any kind, express or implied, as to the condition of the Property
and the improvements located thereon,
including merchantability or fitness for
particular purpose. Trustee shall make
no covenant of seisin or warranty of
title, express or implied, and will sell
and convey the subject real property
by Substitute Trustee’s Deed only.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time,
and place certain without further publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS OFFICE IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR AND IS ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Clear Recon LLC
Substitute Trustee
5751 Uptain Road
Suite 514
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37411
Phone: (877) 319-8840
File No: 1292-331A
Nov. 24, Dec. 1, 8, 2017 Fmn13556
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
December 19, 2017 at 11:00 a.m.,
local time, at the at the Fayette County
Courthouse, 16755 Hwy 64, Somerville, TN 38068, pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by James A. Brogdon,
IV, an unmarried person, to EDCO Title
& Closing Services, Inc., as Trustee for
Wilmington Finance, a division of AIG
Federal Savings Bank dated November
24, 2004, of record in Book D754,
Page 372, in the Register’s Office for
Fayette County, Tennessee (“Deed
of Trust”), conducted by Padgett Law
Group, having been appointed Substitute Trustee, all of record in the Fayette
County Register’s Office. Default in
the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of said Deed of
Trust has been made; and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt:
U.S. Bank National Association, as
trustee for American General Mortgage
Loan Trust 2009-1, American General
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2009-1
Other interested parties: Atlantic Credit
& Finance Special Finance Unit, LLC
(“ACE”) - Citibank
The hereinafter described real property
located in Fayette County will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: Lot 24, Section A,
Oakland Meadows Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
7, Page 154, in the Register`s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property.
Street Address: The street address of
the property is believed to be 150 Green
Valley Drive, Oakland, TN 38060, but
such address is not part of the legal

description of the property. In the event
of any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 08-87J-A-13.00
Current owner(s) of Property: James A.
Brogdon, IV, an unmarried person
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOYMENT OR
THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group, Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road,
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#17-009411
Nov. 24, Dec. 1, 8, 2017 Fmn13569
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 27, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
14, 2012, Document No. 12004686,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Fayette County, Tennessee, executed
by Stephen P Perez, Jr and Dana
W Perez, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank,
N A; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on January 4, 2018
on or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,

which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
All that parcel of land in Fayette
County, State of Tennessee, being
known and designated as Lot 42,
Phase IV, Crooked Creek Estates,
filed in Plat Book 8, Page 30.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 405 Crooked
Creek Drive, Oakland, TN 38060
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
STEPHEN P PEREZ, JR
DANA W PEREZ
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC AS SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO GE CAPITAL
RETAIL BANK/SAM’S CLUB
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 324754
DATED November 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13576
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 26, 1999, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded May 6, 1999, in
Book No. 512, at Page 394, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Fayette
County, Tennessee, executed by Albert
Crutcher and Rhonda M. Crutcher,
conveying certain property therein
described to American Title Company
as Trustee for Centex Home Equity
Corporation; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee
by The Bank of New York Mellon as
Indenture trustee for Nationstar Home
Equity Loan Trust 2009-A.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by The Bank of New
York Mellon as Indenture trustee for
Nationstar Home Equity Loan Trust
2009-A, will, on January 8, 2018 on or
about 9:00 AM, at the Fayette County
Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee,
offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre- approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at an iron stake in the
north line of Will Mebane 45 acre
tract (known as Lot No. 3 in the case
of Will Mebane vs. Tom Mebane,
Minute Book “CC”, Page 325), this
point being the southwest corner
of a 52 acre tract originally owned
by Tom Mebane (known as Lot No. 1
in the above mentioned case), said
52 acres now owned by Frank Green
and E.V. Braswell, the southeast
corner of the Martha Coburn 43 acre
tract (known as Lot No. 2 in the
above mentioned case) and being
the southeast corner of the tract
herein described, from said point
of beginning North 89 degrees 15
minutes West
209.6 feet to an iron stake, in the
north line of the said Mebane tract;

thence north 1037.7 feet to an iron
stake in the south line of the W.J.
Rivers, Jr. 1.0 acre lot; thence East
209.6 feet to an iron stake in the
west line of the original said Lot No.
1; thence South 1040.4 feet to the
point of beginning and containing
5.0 acres.
Parcel No. 2 Beginning at a Spanish oak on south side of Houston
Road, a northeast corner of Lot
No. 2, a northwest corner of Lot
No. 1 ( see Minute Book CC, Page
325, County Court Clerk’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, ) by
deed or survey or R.T. Peak would
be south as a fence stands and is
called the line used the fence as
South 5 degrees West 209 feet to
a stake in fence, thence with residue of Martha Coburn North 86 1/2
degrees West 209 feet to a stake
in field a southwest corner of this
one acre, thence north 5 degrees
East 209 feet to a stake on south
side of Houston Road; thence with
south margin of said road South
86 1/2 degrees East 209 feet to
the point of beginning, containing
only one acre.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 4535 Canadaville
Loop, Eads, TN 38028
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ALBERT CRUTCHER
RHONDA M. CRUTCHER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 325946
DATED November 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13577

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
December 20, 2017 at 11:00 am local time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Michael
T. Sizemore and Trina S. Sizemore, to
Thomas Staten, Sumner Co., Brenda
Archbold, Sumner Co., or Phullis Miller,
Davidson Co., Trustee, as trustee for
Secretary of Veterans Affairs on May
16, 1997 at Book T1080, Page 170;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company formerly known as Bankers Trust
Company of California, N.A., as Trustee
of Vendee Mortgage Trust 1997-3, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING: AT AN IRON PIN IN THE
WEST MARGIN OF HICKORY HILLS
DRIVE, SAID PIN LOCATED 20 FEET
FROM THE CENTERLINE OF SAID
DRIVE AND AT THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF LOT NO. 20; SECTION
1, HICKORY HILLS SUBDIVISION, A
PLAT OF WHICH APPEARS OF RECORD
Continued on Page 32
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Continued from Page 31
II PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 311, IN THE
REGISTER’S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNeSSEE; RUNS THENCE
NORTH 01 DEGREE 36.5 MINUTES
EAST WITH THE WEST MARGIN OF
HICKORY HILLS DRIVE A DISTANCE
OF 100 FEET TO AN IRON PIN AT
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT
NO. 22 IN SAID SUBDIVISION; RUNS
THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES 23.5
MINUTES WEST WITH THE SOUTH
LINE OF LOT NO. 22 A DISTANCE
OF 200 FEET TO AN IRON PIN AT
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID
LOT NO. 22; RUNS THENCE SOUTH
01 DEGREE 36.5 MINUTES WEST A
DISTANCE OF 100 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER
OF SAID LOT NO. 20; RUNS THENCE
SOUTH 88 DEGREES 23.5 MINUTES
EAST WITH THE NORTH LINE OF LOT
NO. 20 A . DISTANCE OF 200 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. BEING
LOT NO. 21, SECTION 1, HICKORY
HILLS SUBDIVISION.
Street Address: 39 Hickory Hills Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 17-113264
Current Owner(s) of Property: Michael
T. Sizemore and Trina S. Sizemore
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 39
Hickory Hills Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: County of Madison, Tenessee.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Michael T. Sizemore
and Trina S. Sizemore, and those claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall

have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-113264
Nov. 24, Dec. 1, 8, 2017 Fmn13557
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 27, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded April 17,
2006, in Book No. T1751, at Page
595, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Janice Kopiar, conveying
certain property therein described to
Carter Stanfill & Kirk, PLLC-26715-1
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Decision One Mortgage Company,
LLC, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee for
Morgan Stanley ABS Capital I Inc. Trust
2006-HE5, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006- HE5.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee for
Morgan Stanley ABS Capital I Inc. Trust
2006-HE5, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-HE5, will,
on December 20, 2017 on or about
1:00 PM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer
for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a point in the north
margin of Manley Drive, said point
being the southwest corner of
Lot Number 121 of the Northside
Acres Subdivision, Section II, a plat
of which appears of record in Plat
Book 2 at Page 173 in the Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence with the
west margin of Lot Number 121
north 185 feet to a point; said
point being the northwest corner of
Lot Number 121; thence west 100
feet to a point; thence south 185
feet to a point in the north margin
of Manley Drive; runs thence with
the north margin of Manley Drive
east 100 feet to the point of beginning, being Lot Number 122 of the
Northside Acres Subdivision, platted
as foresaid.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 23 Manley Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In ad-

dition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JANICE KOPIAR
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC.
NOMINEE FOR DECISION ONE MORTGAGE COMPANY
DECISION ONE MORTGAGE COMPANY,
LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 325990
DATED November 20, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Nov. 24, Dec. 1, 8, 2017 Fmn13568
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Keri Lynn
Spellings, to R. Bradley Sigler, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Franklin American Mortgage Company
on January 26, 2005 at Book T 1643,
Page 544; conducted by Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEING LOT NO. 41 OF SECTION1
OF THE SUBDIVISION OF BEMIS
COMPANY, INC. PROPERTY, PLAT OF
WHICH APPEARS TO RECORD IN THE
REGISTER’S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, IN PLAT BOOK
2, PAGE 179, ET SEQ., REFERENCE
TO WHICH PLAT IS MADE FOR A MORE
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SAID
PARCEL OF REAL ESTATE SHOWING
ITS LOCATION AND THE APPROXIMATE LENGTH AND DIRECTION OF
BOUNDARY LINES.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO THE WITHIN NAMED
GRANTOR BY DEED OF EVEN DATE,
WHICH INSTRUMENT IS BEING
RECORDED SIMULTANEOUSLY
HEREWITH.
Street Address: 113 Roberts St,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Secondary Property Address: Jackson
Parcel Number: 99L-B-020.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Keri
Lynn Spellings
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
113 Roberts St, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.

Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Keri Lynn Spellings,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113872
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13564
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated February 28, 2017,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
23, 2017, in Book No. T2041, at
Page 1943, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Jeffrey A. Shuler and
Julia Gail Shuler, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold
M. Weiss as Trustee for Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on December 21,
2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly

described as follows:
The following described property:
Beginning at an iron pin in the
north margin of Mifflin Road, the
same being northwest a distance
of 1,372.1 feet as measured along
the north margin of said road from
the southeast corner of the same
tract of land conveyed to Vaughn
David and wife Margaret A. David
from Guy L Hudson and wife Ruth
by deed of record In Deed Book No.
284, at page 263, In the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee, and said beginning point being
the southeast corner of the parcel
herein described, and the southwest
corner of Billy Mac Taylor; thence
along a line 30 feet north of and
parallel to the centerline of said
road, north 55 degrees 50 minutes
west a distance of 150 feet to an
iron pin at the southwest corner of
the parcel herein described and a
southeast corner of Vaughn David;
thence along the east boundary
line of same, north 23 degrees 31
minutes east a distance of 300 feet
to an iron pin in a fence line, the
same being the northwest corner
of the parcel herein described and
an “E11” corner of David; thence
along a south boundary line of David
south 55 degrees 50 minutes east
a distance of 150 feet to an Iron
pin at the northwest corner of Billy
Mac Taylor; thence along the west
boundary line of same south 23
degrees 31 minutes west a distance
of 300 feet to the beginning and
containing one (1) acre.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 743 Mifflin Road,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JEFFREY A. SHULER
JULIA GAIL SHULER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 326219
DATED November 21, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13570
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 13, 2008, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded July 16, 2008,
in Book No. T1837, at Page 1517,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Michael Henderson, conveying certain property therein described to U.S.
Bank Trust Company National Association as Trustee for U.S. Bank National
Association N.D.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
U.S. Bank, National Association successor by merger to U.S. Bank National
Association, N.D..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank, National
Association successor by merger to
U.S. Bank National Association, N.D.,
will, on December 21, 2017 on or
about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
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from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being real
estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
SITUATED IN THE FOURTH WARD
OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, COUNTY
OF MADISON AND STATE OF TENNESSEE: BEGINNING AT A PIPE
ON THE WEST MARGIN OF GLENDALE AVENUE (20 FEET AT RIGHT
ANGLES FROM CENTERLINE) AT THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF RICK BUTLER AS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK
542, PAGE 426, IN THE REGISTER’S
OFFICE OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE; THENCE WITH THE WEST
MARGIN OF GLENDALE AVENUE
SOUTH A DISTANCE OF 50 FEET
TO AN IRON PIN AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF FRED MICHIE;
THENCE WITH MICHIE’S NORTH
LINE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 03 MINUTES WEST A DISTANCE OF 142.80
FEET TO AN IRON PIN ON THE EAST
LINE OF HAROLD HARDEN; THENCE
WITH HARDEN’S EAST LINE AND
THE EAST LINE OF AUDIE SMITH
NORTH A DISTANCE OF 50 FEET TO
A PIPE AT BUTLER’S SOUTHWEST
CORNER; THENCE WITH BUTLER’S
SOUTH LINE NORTH 88 DEGREES
03 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF
142.80 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, AS SURVEYED BY DAVID
HALL LAND SURVEYING COMPANY,
R. L. S. NUMBER 943, ON MARCH
18, 1996.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 111 Glendale
Street, Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MICHAEL HENDERSON
SOUTHWEST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
CATELYN HENDERSON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 325114
DATED November 27, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13574
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 3, 2018 at 11:00 am local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Shane Little and
Melissa Little, to Transcontinental Title,
Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Lenders Network USA, Inc. on December
29, 1998 at Book T1167, Page 185;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake in the northern
margin of Oak Drive, this point being
located at the southwest corner of
the lot conveyed to Betty June Little
(now Clymor) by Quit-Claim Deed from
Bruce Little, dated April 30, 1968,
of record in the Register’s Office of

Madison County, Tennessee in Deed
Book 241, page 622; runs thence in
a northern direction with the western
line of Betty June Little Clymor, 100
feet to a stake at Clymor’s northwest
corner; runs thence in an easterly
direction with the northern line of
Clymor 100 feet to a stake at Clymor’s
northeast corner; runs thence in a
northernly direction with the western
boundary line of W. A. Hearn, 116
feet to a stake, being the northeast
corner of this parcel of land, and being
a common corner with W. A. Hearn;
runs thence in a southeasterly direction with the southern boundary line
of W. A. Hearn, 250 feet to a stake;
runs thence in a southerly direction
137 feet to a stake in the northern
margin of Oak Drive; runs thence in a
easternly direction with the northern
margin of Oak Drive, 240 feet to the
point of beginning. This is a part and
parcel of the real estate in which Ethel
Sparks Ryals inherited an undivided
interest as one of the heirs at law of
A. J. Sparks, deceased, and in which
she acquired the remaining interest
from the other heirs at law by deed
dated February 22, 1946, of record
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee in Deed Book
146, page 149.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO SHANE LITTLE AND WIFE,
MELISSA LITTLE BY WARRANTY DEED
FROM ETHEL SPARKS RYALE DATED
AUGUST 11, 1992 AND RECORDED
IN BOOK 521, PAGE 394, IN THE
REGISTER’S OFFICE FOR MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
Street Address: 4089 Oak Drive,
Pinson, Tennessee 38366
Parcel Number: 145 023.01
Current Owner(s) of Property: Shane
Little
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
4089 Oak Drive, Pinson, Tennessee
38366, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Shane Little and Melissa Little, and those claiming through
him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid

will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-114010
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13578
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 8, 2018 on or about 1:00PM local
time, at the Main entrance (North Door)
of the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, conducted by
the Substitute Trustee as identified
and set forth herein below, pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by KELVIN
MERCER AND VIVIAN J. MERCER, to
HOLMES, RICH, SIGLER, ATTY, Trustee,
on October 26, 2005, at Record Book
T1714, Page 908 as Instrument No.
05020734 in the real property records
of Madison County Register’s Office,
Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR
RESIDENTIAL ASSET MORTGAGE
PRODUCTS, INC., MORTGAGE ASSETBACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-NC1
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
Map 144 Parcel 55.13
Beginning at an iron rod set in the west
margin of Stone Road, 50 feet wide,
being N 09 degrees 32 minutes 55 seconds W 232.04 feet from and iron rod
found at the northeast corner of Dennis
Thomas, thence a new line through
Leroy Woods (DB. 166, pg.064) S 70
14 minutes 08 seconds W 210.00 feet
to an iron rod set; thence continuing
through woods N 19 45 minutes 58
seconds W 210.00 feet to an iron rod
set; thence continuing through said
Woods N 70 14 minutes 08 seconds
E 210.00 feet to an iron rod set in
the said west margin of Stone Road;
thence with said margin a straight line
call of S 19 45 minutes 58 seconds E
210.00 feet to the point of beginning,
containing 1.01 acre.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 534, page 661, in the
Register`s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Tax ID: 144 055.13
Current Owner(s) of Property: KELVIN
MERCER AND VIVIAN J. MERCER
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
294 Stone Rd, Pinson, TN 38366, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBIL-

ITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: None
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM File No. 17-001701-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
Substitute Trustee(s)
Premier Building, Suite 404
5217 maryland Way
BrentWood, tenneSSee 37027
PHone: (615) 238-3630
email: tnSaleS@mWzmlaW.com
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13579
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Keith B
Boyd and Andrea L Boyd, to Susan Voss,
Trustee, as trustee for Regions Bank
d/b/a Regions Mortgage on January
11, 2017 at Book T 2038, Page 980;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Regions Bank, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot One Hundred Seven (107),
Phase I, McClellan Place, a plat to
which appears of record in Plat Book
8 at page 196 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed to
Andrea L. Boyd and husband Keith B.
Boyd by deed recorded in Deed Book
664, page 661 on March 17, 2005
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 7 Larkwood Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 032N B 026.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Andrea
L Boyd and Keith B Boyd
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
7 Larkwood Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or fed-

eral; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Keith B Boyd and
Andrea L Boyd, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113887
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13580
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Tony Burton and
Lakisha Burton, to Sheila Stevenson,
Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as
nominee for Platinum Mortgage, Inc.
on June 30, 2011 at Book T1907,
Page 721, Instrument No. 11007443;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Continued on Page 34
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Nationstar Mortgage LLC, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot 14 in Section II of Oakland
Subdivision, a revised plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 2,
Page 111, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee,
reference to which plat is hereby
made for a more particular description of said lot showing its location
and the length and direction of its
boundary lines.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to the grantors herein by deed of
record in Deed Book 709, Page 785,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, TN.
Street Address: 647 Russell Rd,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 066F D 013.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Tony
Burton
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
647 Russell Rd, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
Bancorpsouth Bank.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Tony Burton and
Lakisha Burton, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
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entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt
collector. This may be an attempt to
collect a debt and any information
obtained may be used for that
purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-108944
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13581
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated September 8, 2008,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded September 9, 2008, in Book No. T1841, at
Page 1168, and modified on March 2,
2016, In Book No. T2018, At Page 46
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Candace Smith, conveying certain
property therein described to Jon
M. Ahern as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Numerica Mortgage,
LLC, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Branch Banking &
Trust Company.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Branch Banking
& Trust Company, will, on January 23,
2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
LAND Lying and being in the Third
Civil District of Madison County, Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows, to wit Map
33N Group C Parcel 52.00. BEGINNING at a point in the north margin
of Harvest Drive, said point is the
southwest corner of Lot No 40,
Section III, Garden Villa Estates, as
recorded in Plat Book 6, page 25
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, thence South
89 degrees 11 minutes West with
the north margin of Harvest Drive
a distance of 61.5 feet to a point,
thence North 00 degrees 49 minutes
West a distance of 134.05 feet to a
point, thence North 89 degrees 11
minutes East a distance of 61.5
feet to the northwest corner of Lot
No. 40, thence South 00 degrees
49 minutes East with the west line
of Lot No. 40 a distance of 134.05
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot No 39 of the aforesaid planned
Subdivision. This description was
written from the recorded plat.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 31 Harvest Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any

priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CANDACE SMITH
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 308155
DATED December 6, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13583
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 3, 2018 at 2:00PM local time,
at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Christine Bartlett
and Neill Bartlett, to Holmes, Rich &
Sigler, Trustee, as trustee for First
Franklin a Division of Nat. City Bank
of IN on May 20, 2005 at Book T1673,
Page 919; conducted by Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee, in trust for registered
Holders of First Franklin Mortgage
Loan Trust 2005-FFH3, Asset-Backed
Certificates, Series 2005-FFH3, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake in the east
margin of Vega Drive in the northwest
corner of Lot 86 in Section VI, Morford
Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 3, Page 7, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence south 73
degrees 51.1 minutes east 122.25
feet to a stake, the northeast corner
of said Lot 86; thence north 20 degrees 47.3 minutes east 100 feet to
a stake, the southeast corner of Lot
84 of said Subdivision; thence north
73 degrees 46.1 minutes west 125
feet to a stake in the east margin of
Vega Drive, the southwest corner of
said Lot 84; runs thence south 19
degrees 12.7 minutes west 100 feet
to the point of beginning, the same
being Lot 85 of Section VI Morford
Subdivision of record aforesaid.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 667, page 762, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 124 Vega Dr, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Secondary Property Address: Jackson
Parcel Number: 65A B 29.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Neill
Bartlett and Christine M. Bartlett
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
124 Vega Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.

The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Department of
Labor and Workforce Development;
Commissioner of Revenue.
The State of Tennessee Department of Revenue has filed notice(s)
of lien at: Notice of State Tax Lien in favor of the State of Tennessee recorded
September 25, 2014 in Book L60 page
1781 Madison County Registry. Notice
required by § 67-1-1433(b)(1) of the
Tennessee Code to be given to the
Tennessee Commissioner of Revenue
has been timely given. The sale of the
land described above will be subject
to the right of the State of Tennessee
to redeem the land as provided for in
§ 67-1-1433(c)(1) of the Tennessee
Code.
The State of Tennessee Department of Labor has filed notice(s) of
lien at: Notice of State Tax Lien in
favor of the State of Tennessee Dept.
of Labor and Workforce Development
recorded March 20, 2015 in book L61,
page 928. Madison County Registry.
Notice required by § 50-7-404(i)(2)(B)
of the Tennessee Code to be given
to the Commissioner of Labor has
been timely given. The sale of the
land described above will be subject
to the right of the State of Tennessee
to redeem the land as provided for
in § 50-7-404(i)(3) of the Tennessee
Code.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Christine Bartlett
and Neill Bartlett, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 16-109090
Dec. 8, 15, 22, 2017
Fmn13584

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated February 10, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded February
14, 2006, in Book No. 1259, at Page
111, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Nicole Robinson, conveying certain
property therein described to NLC, INC.
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for First NLC Financial Services,
LLC., its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee for
Morgan Stanley IXIS Real Estate Capital
Trust 2006-1, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee for
Morgan Stanley IXIS Real Estate Capital
Trust 2006-1, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-1, will, on
December 21, 2017 on or about 10:00
AM, at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified
funds paid at the conclusion of the
sale, or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lying and being in the First and
Thirteenth Civil Districts of Tipton
County, Tennessee, and thus described:
Tract #1: Lying and being in the
corporate limits of the town of
Covington, First Civil District of
Tipton County, Tennessee, and thus
described: Beginning at a stake in
the east Line of the Plat Iron gravel
road 100 feet north of the southwest
corner of the original lot conveyed
to John Winford, Sr. and wife by H.L.
Lewis of which this is a part, thence
north with the east line of the Flat
Iron gravel road 100 feet to a stake;
thence east 100 feet to a stake;
thence south and parallel with the
east line of the Flat Iron gravel road
100 feet to a stake; thence west
100 feet to the point of beginning,
and being a lot off the west portion
of the lot conveyed to us by H.L. Lewis
and wife by deed recorded in Deed
Book 2232 at Page 424 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
There is however, excepted out of the
above Tract #1 the following: Lying
and being within the corporate limits
of the town of Covington, First Civil
District of Tipton County, Tennessee, and thus described: Beginning
at stake in the east line of the Flat
Iron gravel road at the southwest
corner of the lot conveyed to me
by John Winford, Sr. and wife, Dora
Winford, of which this lot is a part;
thence north with the east line of
the Flat Iron gravel road 82 feet to
a stake in same; thence east 100
feet to a stake; thence south and
parallel with the east line of Flat
Iron gravel road 82 feet to a stake;
thence west 100 feet to the point
of beginning, and being a lot off of
the south portion of the lot conveyed
to me by John S. Winford, Sr. and
wife, Dora Winford, by deed recorded
in Deed Book 227, Page 626 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Tract #2: Lying and being in or near
the corporate limits of the town
of Covington, First Civil District of
Tipton County, Tennessee, and thus
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described: Beginning at a stake in the
east line of the Flat Iron gravel road
at the northwest corner of the lot
conveyed to Mary Agnes Tipton by
John Winford, Sr. and wife by deed
recorded in Deed Book 227 at Page
626 in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County Tennessee; thence north with
the east line of said Flat Iron gravel
road 63.75 feet, more or less, to
the northwest corner of the original
lot, conveyed to John Winford, ST.
and wife by H.L. Lewis and wife by
deed at Book 223, Page 424 in said
Register’s Office of which this lot is
a part; thence east with the north
line of said original lot 100 feet to
a stake in same; thence south and
parallel with the east line of the Flat
Iron gravel road 63.75 feet, more
or less to the northeast corner of
the present Mary Agnes Tipton lot
mentioned above; thence west with
the north line of said Tipton lot, 100
feet to the beginning and being a
lot out of the northwest corner of
the original corner of the original
lot conveyed to us by H.L. Lewis
and wife by deed at Book 223.
Page 424.
Tract #3: Lying and being within
the corporate limits of the town
of Covington, First Civil District of
Tipton County, Tennessee, and thus
described: Beginning at a stake on
the north line of the original lot, of
which this is a part, being Mary
Agnes Tipton’s northeast comer;
thence with the north line of said
original lot 102 feet, more or less, to
a stake, Elmer Stewart’s northwest
corner; thence south with Stewart’s
west line 163.75 feet to a stake in
same; thence west 102 feet, more or
less, to a stake the southeast corner
of the Mary Agnes Tipton lot; thence
north with the east line of the Mary
Agnes Tipton lot 163.75 feet to the
beginning, and being a lot out of the
tract of land conveyed to us by H.L.
Lewis and wife, Mamie Lewis by
deed recorded in Deed Book 223,
at Page 424, in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
There is, however, excepted out of
the above described real estate a
0.36 acre tract lying on the north side
of Hatchie Skeet consisting of all of
the Hatchie Street Church of Christ
Property as described in Deed book
235, Pages 43 and 327 and a portion
of the Church Property as described
in Deed Book 676, Page 250 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being located in the
City of Covington, TN and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a set 1/2 inch rebar
with cap in the north ROW line of
Hatchie Street being the southeast
corner of the Hatchie Street Church
of Christ, D.B.235, Pages 43 and
327, and the southwest corner of
Richard Cotton, D.B. 281/372.
thence North 86 degrees 03 minutes
07 seconds West, along the north
R.O.W. line of Hatchie Street, a called
and measured distance of 102.00
feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar with
cap being the southwest corner of
the Church, D.B. 235 Pgs. 43 and
327, and this tract, also being the
southeast corner of Hal Garland,
D.B. 299/399; thence North 00” 00
minutes 00 seconds East, along the
east lines of Garland and Clarence
Thomas, D.B. 267/616, and passing
the southwest corner of the Church,
D.B. 676/250, at 100.00 feet, but
in all a distance of 155.58 feet to
a set nail with the washer in the
western edge of a concrete drive
being the northwest corner of this
tract; thence South 86 degrees 03
minutes 07 seconds East, along the
north line of this tract, a distance
of 102.00 feet to a set 1/2 inch
rebar with cap in the east line of
the Church, D.B. 676/250, being the
northeast corner of this tract; thence
South 00 degrees 00 minutes 00
seconds West, along the west line
of Cotton and the east line of the
church, also being the east line of this
tract, a distance of 155.58 feet to
the point of beginning and containing
0.36 Acres, more or less.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 610 Simonton
Street, Covington, TN 38019-1921
This sale is subject to all matters

shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
NICOLE ROBINSON
W.C. WHITESIDES
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 224362
DATED November 17, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Nov. 24, Dec. 1, 8, 2017 Fmn13566
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated February 23, 2012, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded March 9, 2012,
in Book No. 1543, at Page 580, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Kerri D. Shoemake, conveying
certain property therein described to
Charles E. Tonkin, II as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Mortgage
Investors Group, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,
will, on January 18, 2018 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee,
offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 90, McLister Place Subdivision,
as shown on plat of record in Plat
Cabinet G, Slide 72, in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 368 Royal Oaks
Drive, Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
KERRI D. SHOEMAKE
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA) N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 302919
DATED November 20, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Nov. 24, Dec. 1, 8, 2017 Fmn13567

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Diane Bernice
Hayes and Samuel O’Neal Hayes aka
Samuel Hayes, to Jerry D. Holmes, Jr.,
Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Irwin Mortgage Corporation
on January 27, 2005 at Record Book
1187, Page 412; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Federal National Mortgage Association
(“Fannie Mae”), a corporation organized
and existing under the laws of the
United States of America, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake 33 feet North
of the center line of State Highway
59, the southeast corner of the
0.50 acre tract being conveyed to
Marshall P. Bringle; thence North
4 ¾ East 119.5 feet to a stake the
northeast corner of same in Wise
Smith’s south line; thence with the
same North 88 ¼ East 517.1 feet
to a stake; thence South 4 ¼ West
178 feet to a stake 33 feet North of
the center line of Highway No. 59;
thence with the same North 85 ¼
West 514.5 feet to the beginning,
containing 1.76 acres, according to
survey of W.H. Green, Surveyor, made
on January 20, 1961.
LESS AND EXCEPT the following:
BEGINNING at a set iron on the North
ROW line of Hwy 59 (33 feet from
centerline) being the southeast corner
of this 0.41 acre tract of the Samuel
O. Hayes property, Deed Book 471,
Page 303, also being the southwest
corner of the R.H. Bowden property,
Deed Book 263, Page 638; thence
in a northwesterly direction along
the North ROW line of Highway 59,
also being a south line of Samuel I.
Hayes, N 84° 56’ 05” W, a called and
measured distance of 100.00 feet to
a set iron being the southwest corner
of the Samuel O. Hayes property, also
being the southeast corner of the
R.O. Hayes property, as recorded in
Deed Book 471, Page 83; thence in
a northeasterly direction along the
west line of Samuel O. Hayes, also
being the east line of R.O. Hayes, N
04° 12’ 34” E, a called distance of
166.60 feet, but a measured distance
of 171.06 feet to a set iron being the
northwest corner of Samuel O. Hayes,
also being the northeast corner of
R.O. Hayes, also being on a south line
of Mrs. Wise Smith property; thence
in a northeasterly direction along the
north line of Samuel O. Hayes, also
being a south line of Mrs. Wise Smith,
N 89° 12’ 22” E, with the general
alignment of a fence, a called and
measured distance of 100.50 feet to
a set iron being the northeast corner
of Samuel O. Hayes, also being the
northwest corner of R.H. Bowden;
thence in a southwesterly direction
along a east lineof Samuel O. Hayes,
also being a west line of R.H. Bowden,
S 04° 15’ 00” W, with the general
alignment of a fence, a called distance
of 178.00 feet but a measured distance of 181.32 feet to the point of
beginning and containing 0.41 acres,
more or less. According to survey of
Van E. Boals, dated May 22, 1986.
This being the same property conveyed to Diane Bernice Hayes by
Quitclaim Deed, dated 01/24/2000,
filed for record on 01/24/2000, of
record at Book 890, Page 491 in the
aforesaid Register’s Office.
Street Address: 4440 Highway 59 W,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 039 030.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Samuel
O’Neal Hayes
The street address of the above

described property is believed to be
4440 Highway 59 W, Covington, Tennessee 38019, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any
judgment creditor or lien holder with an
interest subordinate to the said Deed of
Trust or any party claiming by, through,
or under any of the foregoing. Such parties known to the Substitute Trustee
may include: Tennessee Department
of Revenue; Brighton Lumber.
The State of Tennessee Department
of Revenue has filed notice(s) of lien
at: State Tax Lien at Lien Book 18,
Page 82 Tipton County Registry. Notice
required by § 67-1-1433(b)(1) of the
Tennessee Code to be given to the
Tennessee Commissioner of Revenue
has been timely given. The sale of the
land described above will be subject
to the right of the State of Tennessee
to redeem the land as provided for in
§ 67-1-1433(c)(1) of the Tennessee
Code.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Diane Bernice Hayes
and Samuel O’Neal Hayes aka Samuel
Hayes, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107

Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113782
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13563
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 4, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Douglas P. Kirkhart
and Pattie R. Kirkhart, to Tipton &
Owen, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Insouth Bank on January 11, 2008 at Record Book 1379,
Page 506, Instrument No. 112832;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 88, Section D, Green Pastures
Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in Plat Cabinet G, Slide 42-B, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Property subject to subdivision
restriction, building lines and easements of record in Plat Cabinet G,
Slide 42-B; Easements of record in
book 970, Page 577; and Protective
Covenants in Book 969, Page 770, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed
to Douglas Kirkhart and wife Patti
R. Kirkhart by Warranty Deed placed
of record October 11, 2004 and
recorded in Book 1167, Page 462,
and re-recorded October 22, 2004
in Book 1169, Page 541, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Property also known as 35 Wisteria
Lane, Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Map J 44D, Group A, Parcel
088.00
Street Address: 35 Wisteria Line,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 144D A 088.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Douglas
P. Kirkhart and Patti R. Kirkhart
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
35 Wisteria Line, Atoka, Tennessee
38004, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Douglas P. Kirkhart and
Pattie R. Kirkhart, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
Continued on Page 36
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 35
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 10-001787
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13571
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 2, 2018 at 2:00PM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by James L. Haines, to
Monte S. Connell, Trustee, as trustee
for American Mortgage Services, Inc.
on June 9, 2003 at Record Book 1073,
Page 802, Instrument No. 41944;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 12, Happy Valley Subdivision,
Section A, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Cabinet B, Slide 162, in the

Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property. Record
Book 918 pg 882
Street Address: 375 Pwr Loop, Munford, Tennessee 38058
Parcel Number: 126DA012.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: The
Heirs of James L. Haines
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
375 Pwr Loop, Munford, Tennessee
38058, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include: All
parties claiming by, through, or under
James Haines.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of James L. Haines,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
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warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-113963
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13572
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 21, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March 26,
2012, in Book No. 1545, at Page 1,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by David Nelson, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles
M. Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Patriot Bank, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on January 3, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Land in Tipton County, Tennessee,
being all of Lot No. 152, Templeton
Farms Subdivision, Phase 2, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Cabinet H, Slide 512, in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby
made for a more particular description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 255 Julia Ann
Drive, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DAVID NELSON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and

place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 312742
DATED November 27, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13573
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 2, 2018 at 2:00PM local time,
at the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Jason Chatman and Erika
Hayes, to Wesley D. Turner, Trustee, as
trustee for Long Beach Mortgage Company on April 6, 2005 at Record Book
1201, Page 762; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee, in trust for registered
Holders of Long Beach Mortgage
Loan Trust 2005-WL2, Asset-Backed
Certificates, Series 2005-WL2, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 67, Richland Hills Subdivision,
Phase 2, as shown of recorded in Plat
Cabinet 3, Slide 101 and 102, and
as revised in Plat Cabinet E, Slides
109 and 110, in the Register’s Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
Property Address: 19 Springview Road
North, Mason, TN 38049
Being the same property conveyed
to Dawn Marie Franklin, unmarried
by Warranty Deed, from Crossman
Communities of Tennessee, LLC
d/b/a/ Heartland Homes, dated
8/11/2000, filed in Book 910, Page
287, said Register’s Office.
Also being the same property conveyed to Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, of Washington, D.C., by Trustee’s Deed, from
Arnold M. Weiss, as Trustee, dated
1/9/2004, filed in Book 1128, Pages
415-416, said Register’s Office.
Also being the same property conveyed to California Union Properties,
LLC, by Cash Deed for Tennessee,
from Alphonso Jackson, Acting Secretary for Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, of Washington,
D.C., dated 8/24/2004, filed in
Book 1159, Page 155-157, said
Register’s Office.
Also being the same property conveyed to Jason Chatman, unmarried
and Erika Hayes, unmarried by Warranty Deed from California Union
Properties, LLC, being recorded simultaneously herewith in Instrument
Number Rec Book 1201 pg 760, in
the Register’s Office of Shelby County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 19 Springview Rd. N.,
Mason, Tennessee 38049
Parcel Number: 138BB038.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jason
Chatman and Erika Hayes
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
19 Springview Rd. N., Mason, Tennessee 38049, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.

This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc..
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jason Chatman
and Erika Hayes, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 10-004137
Dec. 1, 8, 15, 2017
Fmn13575
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Starry Nights at Shelby Farms Park hosts Walkin’ + Woofin’ Night Monday, Dec. 11, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the park, 6903 Great View Drive
N. Starry Nights will be closed to cars; Hyde Lake Wheel House will be
open for bike rentals. Admission is $5 per person. Visit shelbyfarmspark.org for a list of Mistletoe Village activities and other details.

Saint Francis Hospital-Bartlett will host a
breastfeeding education event Saturday, Dec. 9, from 10 a.m. to noon in the
Magnolia Room at the hospital, 2986 Kate
Bond Road. Dr. Allison Stiles, chair of the
Shelby County Breastfeeding Coalition, will
answer questions and discuss the factors
that should be weighed when deciding if
breastfeeding is the right decision for a
mother and her baby. Call 901-820-7022
to register.
Christmas in Collierville, a series of
Saturday events celebrating the season,
continues Dec. 9 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
Collierville Town Square, 125 N. Rowlett St.
Take a carriage ride through the square,
visit Santa in the gazebo (available until 2
p.m.), catch a double-decker shuttle ride to
Carriage Crossing, and more. All activities
are free. Christmas in Collierville wraps
up Dec. 16; visit facebook.com/colliervilleparks for a full schedule of each week’s
events.
Collierville Contemporary Club will host
the ninth annual Christmas in Collierville
Home Tour Saturday, Dec. 9, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. The tour features four homes,
both historic and new, and a circa-1910
cottage that is now a U.S. history library.
Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 on
tour day; proceeds will be donated to Collierville nonprofits. Visit colliervillecontemporaryclub.org for details.

Repticon Memphis, a reptile and exoticanimal expo, will be held Saturday, Dec. 9,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, Dec.
10, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Landers
Center, 4650 Venture Drive in Southaven.
General admission is $10 for adults, $5 for
children ages 5-12, and free for children
younger than 5. Visit repticon.com to buy
advance and VIP tickets.
Luna Nova Music will host its winter concert Monday, Dec. 11, at 7:30 p.m. at GraceSt. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody
Ave. Cost is free; reception to follow. Visit
lunanova.org.
Talk Shoppe will hold a citywide networking party Wednesday, Dec. 13, from 9 a.m.
to 10 a.m. in NovaCopy’s conference room,
7251 Appling Farms Parkway. All Memphisarea networking organizations are invited.
Cost is free. Visit talkshoppe.com.
The Memphis chapter of the National
Black MBA Association will host its annual holiday soiree and toy drive Thursday,
Dec. 14, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Fox and
Hound, 5101 Sanderlin Ave. Admission is
free for members and $10 for nonmembers, and attendees are asked to bring a
new, unwrapped toy to be donated to Toys
for Tots. Visit nbmbaamemphis.org for
details.

The Historic Arlington Home Tour, sponsored by the Library Friends of Arlington,
takes place Saturday, Dec. 9, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Tour historic homes decorated
for Christmas. Proceeds benefit the Sam T.
Wilson Public Library. Email historicarlingtonhometour@gmail.com for details.

NAWBO Memphis will hold its annual
holiday gathering Wednesday, Dec. 13, from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Crescent Club, 6075
Poplar Ave., suite 909. Celebrate the organization’s 2017 accomplishments and look
ahead to 2018. Tickets are $25 for members and a guest, and $35 for nonmembers
and a guest. Visit nawbomemphis.org.

Memphis Area Legal Services, the Memphis Bar Association and the Access to
Justice Committee will host a free legal
advice and counsel clinic Saturday, Dec.
9, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Benjamin L.
Hooks Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave.
Volunteer attorneys provide free legal assistance on a first-come, first-served basis
the second Saturday of each month. Visit
malsi.org.

Memphis Botanic Garden will host Family
Night at Holiday Wonders at the Garden
Thursday, Dec. 14, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. at MBG, 750 Cherry Road. All children
over age 2 will be admitted for $3 when
they bring an unwrapped toy for PorterLeath. Regular admission applies to adults.
Visit memphisbotanicgarden.com/wonders for details and tickets.
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@memphisdaily

Follow us on
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@memdailynews

ACROSS
1 Film crew
member
5 Chopper part
10 Be sore
14 Bench wear
15 Age
16 Think, in olden
times
17 "I had no ___!"
18 Coldest period
20 Classroom
activity
22 Hang in the
balance
23 Elton John's
"_____ Saved
My Life Tonight"
24 Group of small
trees
25 Beanie Babies,
e.g.
26 Dangerous
dwelling
29 Suitors
32 Polite
33 Bar supply
34 Chief Justice
Warren
35 Gin's partner
36 Hefty volume
37 Hand holder?
38 Pre-exam
feeling, maybe
39 Copier need
40 Bad way to be
caught
42 "I'm impressed!"
43 Rot
44 Light sailing ship
48 Steam maker
50 Invoice add-on
51 Abused
53 Party thrower
54 Bug
55 Consummate
56 Very fond of
57 Word with man
or mat
58 Soft
59 Drink garnish

1

2

3

by Margie E. Burke

4

5

14

15

17

18

20

6

7

21

11

12

13

27

28

46

47

22
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DOWN
1 Breakfast dish

Copyright 2017 by The Puzzle Syndicate

2 State sport of
35 "American Pie" 42 Without restraint
Wyoming
actress
44 Song of praise
3 Construction
36 County
45 Make
girder
subdivision
reparations
4 Tranquil
38 Indiana
46 Social level
5 VCR button
hoopster
47 Glorify
6 Speak one's
39 Word after dial 48 Former Celtic
mind
or earth
49 Jumble
7 Grab, as ice
41 Certain boxer,
50 Simmered dish
cubes
informally
52 Big deal
8 Qtr. starter
9 Bombast
10 Swear (to)
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
11 Evaluation
P R O B A B L E
P I S T O L
standard
L I M A B E A N
O C T A V O
12 Batter's position
O V E R L A N D
D E U C E S
13 Washstand item
T E N
A D D E R
S P O R E
19 Ward off
S T Y
M A C H O
21 Con
B A S T E
T I T L E R O L E
24 Kind of duty
A R E A
D E C R E E
C U B
26 Conclusion
S O R G H U M
A R T D E C O
27 High point
E M U
U N P A C K
R A I N
28 Take a look
D A N D Y
D A M A S C E N E
29 Mr. Bridges
C H E S T
C O B
30 Deserve
T A L O N
C A P
31 2014 World Cup S L O T H
Week
of 12/11/17
C A L A M I N E
L O -G 12/17/17
O U T
mascot
I M I T A T O R
32 Brooklyn's ____ I N R U S H
D E C E D E N T
T E E T H E
Island
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5 7
6
4 8
7
9
6

10

19

25

48

9

16

23

29

8

3 5

4

4

1
6 3

7
2
3
8 9 5

4
1

1
2
7 9
3
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Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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1
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The Fine Print And
Timing Of Letting
The People Decide

A

s candidates start to fill in slots
on the first of three elections in
Shelby County next year, political decisions are being made
about what else will appear on
the ballot for the county general election in
November.
Such votes aren’t about choosing who
will fill an office; instead, they’re referendums on issues that affect all of us, and your
only choices are yes or no.
2018 likely will be the year of rankedchoice voting, extended term limits and
possibly some kind of tax hike to fund prekindergarten and/or better fund the Memphis
Area Transit Authority’s bus system.
But before those issues are programmed
into a touchscreen ballot, Memphis leaders
face the critical task of how to frame them
into an up-or-down vote. The result, if past
referendums are any indication, probably
will include hopelessly complex wording
and not live up to their billing as a direct
democratic experience.
Ranked-choice voting, which eliminates
runoff elections by allowing voters to mark a
second and third preference on their ballot,
hasn’t drawn a consensus among local leaders. In fact, there’s probably more agreement
that runoffs distort the electoral process than
there is about how to fix it.
If RCV’s advantage is that it eliminates
runoffs, why not go ahead and abolish what’s
left of the runoff provision in local politics? As
it stands now, it only applies to seven of the
13 Memphis City Council positions.

MEMPHASIS

WE NEED ADVICE, FROM OURSELVES.
When I closed up my parents’ home
some 30 years ago, I found myself in my
old room, going through my desk drawers
one more time. In the back of one, I found
something I’d missed – a magnifying glass
with a loose handle. Curious, I pulled the
handle off and saw a piece of a paper inside.
Unrolling it, I recognized the note and
laughed, returning that sound to a place

December 8-14, 2017
This week in Memphis history:

1978:

For all of the electoral contortions over
ranked-choice voting, the message from
some city and county elected leaders is all too
clear when it comes to money and term limits. And their political ability on those matters
is much more evident and less ham-handed.
The proposed ballot question on extending city government term limits from two to
three consecutive terms, which cleared the
first of three City Council readings Dec. 5, is
precise in its mechanics. Its timing is direct,
coming the year before an election in which
six city council members would otherwise
be unable to seek re-election. Don’t be surprised if there is a move to extend county
government’s term limits from two terms to
three very soon.
Elected leaders are fond of the refrain
“Let the voters decide,” but they don’t make
it easy for voters to understand what they’re
deciding. How Machiavellian.
We understand referendums often are
complex, but many times they’re unnecessarily obtuse in their wording. They should
be explained on the ballot in clear, concise
terms and labeled with easy-to-understand
titles (like, say, “term limits”) instead of
numerals.
Voters, you have a responsibility here,
too. We know you’re often in a hurry. Perhaps
you’re frustrated because you had to wait in
line to vote. By the time you get to the referendums at the end of the ballot, you’re ready
to cast your vote and get on with your day.
But the fine print matters here. Take the
time to read what you’re voting for or against.

Reminded Again

DAN CONAWAY

the memphis news almanac

once filled with it, replacing a sense of loss
with a sense of perspective.
The note said, “Curious son of a bitch
aren’t you?” Written by me in the eighth
grade, planted in that handle to catch
somebody, and catching only me all those
years later.
In 1998, I took part in the New Memphis Institute’s Leadership Development
Intensive, a four-day, heavy-lifting exercise
of turning yourself inside out in front of
others, and then spotting them while they
do the same. At the end, you know a great
deal more about yourself and others, and
about observing, understanding and the
capacity to lead. As part of the process,
you’re asked to write yourself a letter about
things that matter, to be sent to you months
later to check your progress against your
own standards.
While cleaning out closet crypts a few

The Democratic National Committee meets for a midterm
convention in Memphis. The centerpiece of the gathering is a call by
U.S. Sen. Ted Kennedy for health care reform that will become the
major goal for the rest of his political career. The midterm convention
brings President Jimmy Carter to the city. Kennedy and Carter will face
each other two years later in a bitter fight for the party’s presidential
nomination.

1965: On the front page of The Daily News, the Memphis Area Chamber of Commerce has a new 10-point program for the city’s future, and
the first of the 10 points is “the need for a change in the form of government,” referring to the city commission form of government. Within two
years, Memphis voters would be casting ballots on a new city charter
that would set up a mayor-council form of government. The idea of
changing local government wasn’t new in 1965. It had been discussed
in several forms over the years leading up to the chamber’s announcement. A move to consolidate city and county government in 1962 failed
at the polls.
The chamber’s other goals for the coming year included “attracting
conventions and visitors,” “stimulating trade and services” and “telling
the Memphis story.”

1947: The City Commission approves the West Magnolia Heights
Subdivision on the east side of Castalia Street as well as the west side
of Cooper Street north and south of the Illinois Central Railroad Belt
Line and Barbara Park on the north and south sides of Sevier Street.
1841: A hundred and one flatboats are tied up at the wharf on the
Memphis riverfront, a dozen new wholesale and retail stores have
opened in the last year, and six steamboats are running between Memphis and New Orleans.

Source: “History of the City of Memphis Tennessee” by John M. Keating

years ago, and – along with that shirt/suit/
coat/blouse/box you know you have but
can’t find – I found that letter. I wrote a
column about it.
Recently, New Memphis celebrated
its 20th anniversary, and I was reminded
that I promised to read that letter every
five years or so. So I did, and I’m sharing it
with you again.
Now, more than any time in my lifetime, each of us needs to determine what
matters, and be reminded of it, and personally measured by it.
“Dear Dan,
Remember, always, true vision is not
possible with blinders, progress cannot be
achieved without motion and that even a
little change requires a little chaos. Create
it from time to time.
You are not in charge of the process or
of another single living creature. You are
part of the process, and you have considerable impact on others and they on you.
Study each other.
No one and nothing is irrelevant along

the way. Learn from everything.
Laughter is free but the cost of not
using it is immeasurable. Humor yourself
and others.
If you’re always busy being heard you
never hear. For God’s sake, Dan, listen.
No love is unconditional, no respect
unearned, no result guaranteed. Give back
gladly, gleefully, to those who give to you,
and be glad for them.
The condition for love is to give it back.
To earn respect, invest in some for others.
To achieve results, look for and employ
your strengths and the strengths of others.
People are, thank God, different. Celebrate the differences, challenge sameness.
Most of all, enjoy the trip without hurting any of the other passengers.
Did I mention listen?”
I’m a Memphian, and I wrote myself a
letter. Write one yourself.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.
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Yehuda Netanel, has begun demolishing
the former Lakeland Factory Outlet Mall
to make way for the 165-acre mixed-use
project.
“We are committed to making the Lake
District all that it can be,” said The Shopping Center Group partner Shawn Massey.
“The retail environment is rapidly changing
and we want make sure we are building for
the future and not in the past. (Netanel)
continues to double down on the project
to bring it to fruition.”
Leaving Shelby County, the 4,100-acre
Memphis Regional Megasite in Haywood
County missed on a massive opportunity
to land Toyota-Mazda’s $1.6 billion electric
car plant earlier this fall.
On Nov. 13, Tennessee Economic and
Community Development Commissioner
Bob Rolfe confirmed the megasite was
eliminated from consideration by ToyotaMazda joint venture and a separate “undisclosed tenant” due to the fact the site is not
"shovel-ready."
One of the project’s major holdups:
hundreds of letters of opposition that
have been submitted by West Tennessee
residents over the site’s plans to discharge
millions of wastewater directly into the Mississippi River north of Memphis.
Since purchasing the Haywood County
megasite in 2009, the state of Tennessee
has invested $140 million into it, and Gov.
Bill Haslam has said it is his top economic
development priority before he leaves office
next year.
NORTH MISSISSIPPI
In terms of major economic development in North Mississippi, industrial is
still king. That’s not to say the submarket’s
residential and retail development aren’t
doing well, but when it comes to square
footage, the numbers speak for themselves.
At the end of the third quarter, more
than 4.5 million square feet of industrial
space was under construction in the region,
with DeSoto County accounting for 80
percent of all activity, according to CBRE’s
most recent Memphis Industrial MarketView Report.
Despite more than 3 million square feet
of speculative space scheduled for completion by the first quarter of 2018, vacancy
rates are expected to remain flat or even
decrease over time because active users are
searching for more than 15 million square
feet of space in the Memphis area.
At the end of Q3, more than 4.2 million
square feet of speculative space was under
construction in the Memphis metropolitan
statistical area, and all of it was in North
Mississippi, with DeSoto County alone accounting for 3.7 million square feet.

The majority of this can be traced
back to five developers – Core5 Industrial
Partners, Hillwood Investment Properties,
Panattoni Development Co., IDI Gazeley
and Johnson Development Associates Inc.
– all of which have projects topping 500,000
square feet in the works.
“DeSoto and Marshall County has seen
a tremendous amount of construction
activity since early fall,” said Andy Cates,
Colliers International CEO and president
of brokerage services. “All of this is driven
by the lack of space in the entire Memphis
metro market and demand from tenants.”
Notable North Mississippi deliveries in
2017 included Panattoni’s 615,600 square
feet in Gateway Global Logistics Center in
Marshall County, which was completely
leased by McCormick & Co., and Hillwood’s
947,620 square feet in the DeSoto Trade
Center, of which 517,000 square feet was
leased by IT and consumer electronics distributor Synnex Corp. Both developments
hit the market in the second quarter.
Earlier in the year, Hillwood also delivered two speculative buildings totaling
roughly 360,000 square feet in Hacks Cross
Logistics Center, which were leased to
Kenco and Autoliv upon completion, and
Prologis delivered a 716,080-square-foot
build-to-suit warehouse at 8500 Nail Road
for an undisclosed tenant during the first
quarter.
EASTERN ARKANSAS
Looking to capitalize on a $10.9 million
federal transportation grant from the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s TIGER IV
(Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery) program to expand rail
infrastructure at the Port of West Memphis
and expand the International Rail Port Logistics Park, planning officials in West Memphis broke ground on a project in October
that has the potential to serve as a catalyst
for economic development in the area.
Upon completion, the new intermodal facility will open up 2,000 acres of railserved greenfields for development around
the port, which has the potential to create
up to 3,000 jobs, development officials estimated at the Oct. 5 groundbreaking.
The new road-to-rail transload facility
will be able to serve a wide variety of needs
for manufacturers and logistics firms by
connecting two major interstates, two Class
1 railroads and a deep-water Mississippi
River port.
“This is one of the few locations in the
country where this is possible – where all
three modes are totally accessible and reliable,” West Memphis economic director
Phillip Sorrell said at the time. “Whether
fuel prices are high or river levels are low,
shippers have multiple options regardless
of conditions.”

desoto continued from P17

Publication of The Daily News

thememphisnews.com

While the RiverKings have been in
DeSoto County for many years now, the
addition of the Hustle has brought new
people to the Landers Center.
“North Mississippi has jumped into
this thing,” said Todd Mastry, Landers’
executive director. “It’s not just DeSoto
County.”
Meanwhile TJ Chillot, manager of
broadcasting and media relations for the
RiverKings, says the organization benefited
from last season’s Stanley Cup playoffs in
the NHL.
“Our economic reach has only been

improving,” he said. “With the Nashville
Predators going to the finals, it was a trickle
down. More people know and understand
hockey and are seeking us out.”
Chillot says in the team’s marketing,
they take the approach that other community sports entities are logical targets.
“Very rarely is not there at least one
sports group at a game,” he said.
And the arrival of the Hustle has only
created more dates when there is a game
in town and thus more people looking for
places to shop and eat.
“It definitely has helped with the Hustle
coming down here also,” Alexander said.
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Bluff City is Sports City: From University of Memphis athletics to the NBA’s Grizzlies, from
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl to AutoZone Park, from college football Saturdays in the SEC to
the annual FedEx St. Jude Classic, this town loves to play. And with multiple sports talk radio
shows to keep the buzz at a fever pitch, sports are in just about every Memphis conversation.
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