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First Tennessee, Pinnacle
Settle Legal Dispute
A dispute between First Tennessee
Bank and Pinnacle Financial Partners
stemming from Pinnacle’s recruitment of a
group of First Tennessee employees when it
first arrived in the Memphis market back in
2015 appears to have been resolved.
The two banks issued a joint, threesentence press release Wednesday, Sept.
27, explaining that they’ve reached a resolution of the dispute. Terms were not disclosed, and both banks said there would be
no further comment from either institution
on the matter except for a brief statement
included from Pinnacle CEO Terry Turner:
“I deeply regret that this came about and
that anything we did may have caused it.”
The matter had been headed for a jury
trial following Shelby County Chancellor
Jim Kyle’s denial this summer of a motion
for summary judgment made by First Tennessee Bank. First Tennessee had brought
the action in 2015 first only against Damon
Bell, a First Tennessee executive vice president recruited to be Pinnacle’s Memphis
president.
Pinnacle’s announcement of his hire
happened essentially in tandem with the
announcement of Pinnacle’s acquisition of
Memphis-based Magna Bank in April 2015.
At the same time, Pinnacle also announced
the recruitment of a group of other First
Tennessee employees.
First Tennessee’s complaint suggested
those recruitments were the culmination of
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secretive efforts that included involvement
from Pinnacle to recruit Bell and the other
defectors while they were still employed at
First Tennessee. Bell had worked in First
Tennessee’s private wealth group, where
his responsibilities included working with
employees serving the bank’s private banking clients in West Tennessee.
Pinnacle announced its acquisition of
Magna and that it had hired the First Tennessee employees the same week as First
Tennessee hosted its annual shareholders
meeting in 2015. Pinnacle went on to hire
other local banking professionals from
institutions like SunTrust after that first
wave of First Tennessee hires, in addition
to other First Tennessee employees who
Pinnacle added later.
– Andy Meek

Vibrant to Start Building
Downtown Aloft Hotel
Mississippi-based Vibrant Hotels Inc.
has filed an $8 million building permit
application to begin construction on its
155-room hotel in the Tenoke Building at
Jefferson Avenue and B.B. King Boulevard.
The application calls for the demolition
of an existing structure; site improvements;
and the additions of a swimming pool, restaurant, kitchen, signage, penthouse level
and “top area bar.”
JiJi Construction is listed as the contractor, while Design Studio @ MNT and PSE
Design were tapped to handle design work.

Vibrant, an affiliate of Batesville, Mississippi-based development company
JVD Enterprises, received Memphis City
Council approval in December to redevelop
the 12-story Tenoke Building, 161 Jefferson
Ave., into an Aloft Hotel, a boutique brand
owned by Starwood Hotel & Resorts Worldwide. Development plans also call for the
partial demolition of an adjacent one-story
office building to provide for the hotel’s
canopy check-in area and corner signage.
– Patrick Lantrip

T&B Parent Company ABB
To Buy GE Unit for $2.6B
Swiss robotics and industrial machinery maker ABB is buying the electrification
services unit of U.S. conglomerate General Electric in a deal valued at $2.6 billion,
boosting its presence in its crucial North
American market.
ABB is the parent company of Memphis-based Thomas & Betts, and the Swiss
company’s Electrification Products division
Americas headquarters is in Memphis.
The deal between ABB, which provides
high-tech equipment for the transport, utility and infrastructure industries, and GE
is expected to close in the first half of next
year. In a joint statement, the companies
say the electrification services unit was not
a “core business” for GE.
ABB acquired Thomas & Betts in early
2012 for $3.9 billion. T&B, which now operates as a business unit within ABB’s $10
billion Electrification Products division, is
preparing to move its headquarters from
Southwind to ServiceMaster’s current
space at 860 Ridge Lake Blvd. in Ridgeway
Center in the second quarter of 2018.
Along with its Memphis presence, ABB
operates an 85,000-square-foot production
facility in Senatobia, Mississippi.
ABB expects the transaction to add to
its bottom line within the first year. The
company says it will retain the right to use
GE’s brand over the long term, and expects
synergies of about $200 million per year
after five years.
The deal will require approval from
national regulators.
– The Associated Press/Daily News staff

Work Moving Forward On
Former Benchmark Hotel
For almost two years, the exposed fivestory frame of the former Benchmark Hotel
in Downtown Memphis stood in somber
contrast to the vibrant landmarks, such
as The Peabody hotel and AutoZone Park,
with which it shares the corner of Union
Avenue and B.B. King Boulevard.
However, that may soon change.
Nashville-based owners Epiq Hotels,
operating under the name MNR Hospitality
LLC, added new signage along the building’s exterior Tuesday, Sept. 26, that lay
out their plans.
The words “Opening 2019” can be seen
next to a rendering of the soon-to-be Fairfield Inns and Suites. The new signage also
names the project’s contractors as Cleveland Construction and Pinnacle South as
the financier.
MNR bought the 103,152-square-foot
hotel in December 2012 from RHG Memphis Hotel Inc. for $3.2 million. Four years
later, the new owners began a partial demo-

lition before running into financial issues
that ended up stalling the project.
Built in 1958, what’s left of the hotel sits
on roughly half an acre. The Shelby County
Assessor’s 2017 appraisal of the site is $1.4
million, which is around $300,000 less than
when it was purchased.
– Patrick Lantrip

Morris Realty, Auction
Combine Forces
Morris Realty Group and Morris Auction Group have launched a new brand
identity: Morris Realty & Auction. Buyers
and sellers now can access each company’s
services in one place.
“In today’s marketplace, buyers and
sellers desire a one-stop shop for their real
estate marketing and auction needs, and
Morris Realty & Auction is now positioned
to offer that comprehensive experience as
we drive successful results for our clients,”
Jeff Morris, founder and president of Morris
Realty & Auction, said in a statement.
In addition to its real estate auction
marketing services, the Memphis-based
company also sells all types of real estate
– including residential, commercial, investment, industrial and agricultural – in Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi and Florida,
along with personal property on request.
For more information, visit morrisrealtyauction.com.
– Daily News staff

Haslam Considering Bid
For Corker’s Senate Seat
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam says he is
considering running for the U.S. Senate
seat being vacated by the retirement of his
friend Bob Corker.
Haslam told reporters Thursday that
he had been holding out hope that Corker
would decide to run for a third term. But the
former Chattanooga mayor's decision to
return home has forced Haslam to consider
whether he should run.
Haslam can't for run for governor
again next year because of term limits. The
Republican says he will consult with family and friends and pray about whether to
run for Senate, which he says hasn't been
something he has long aspired to.
The governor did not indicate exactly when he would decide, other than it
wouldn't be as soon as Friday or as long as
a month.
Meanwhile, football star Peyton Manning ruled out a bid for Corker’s seat, saying
in a sports radio interview on Wednesday
that he is giving "zero consideration" to
running.
"I certainly have an interest in politics
and in our country," the former NFL and
University of Tennessee quarterback told
WGFX-FM. "I just have zero interest in being a politician."
Corker told reporters in Washington
earlier Wednesday that he hopes Manning
will consider public service in the future.
"Is there a chance down the road that he
can be enticed to run for the United States
Senate or something like that? I hope so,"
Corker said.
Corker said Manning texted him after
his retirement announcement to plead with
the senator not to "fan the flames."
– The Associated Press
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Explore Bike Share Seeking
Executive Director
Explore Bike Share, a 600-unit local
bike sharing system, has begun the search
for an executive director to spearhead the
nonprofit’s efforts.
Scheduled to roll out by next spring,
Explore Bike Share’s fleet will be the largest
in the nation to feature the BCycle Dash
navigation system.
“We are seeking an executive director
to take on overall strategic and operational
responsibility for planning, implementing
and operating a new network in Memphis,”
Jaske Goff, Explore Bike Share board hiring
committee lead and Downtown Memphis
Commission vice president of operations,
said in a release.
After an exploratory effort by DCA, a
creative communications consulting firm,
the nonprofit was formally established in
early 2016. The system will initially serve
high-density areas like Downtown and
Midtown, as well as South Memphis, Orange Mound and Binghampton.
Details about Explore Bike Share’s
executive director position can be found
at explorebikeshare.com/join-us, and
applicants can submit resumes to info@
explorebikeshare.com before Oct. 13.
– Patrick Lantrip

Grizzlies, JaMychal Green
Agree to Two-Year Deal
It took until after the start of training
camp, but the Memphis Grizzlies and
power forward JaMychal Green have
reached agreement on a two-year contract
worth more than $17 million, according to
The Vertical.
Green, 27, was a restricted free agent
and had until Oct. 1 to sign a $2.8 million
qualifying offer if the two sides could not
come to terms on a longer deal. He started
75 games last season, averaged 8.9 points
and 7.1 rebounds, and hit better than 38
percent of his 3-point shots.
If small forward Chandler Parsons’
knees are healthy, the Grizzlies would now
appear set at four spots with point guard
Mike Conley and center Marc Gasol.
The two-guard position expected to belong to Ben McLemore will at season’s start
go to either veteran Tyreke Evans or second-year man Wayne Selden. McLemore
has an injured foot and is not expected back
any sooner than sometime in November.
– Don Wade

Rudolph Appointed
Circuit Court Judge
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam has appointed attorney David M. Rudolph as the
newest Shelby County Circuit Court judge.
Rudolph, whose appointment was announced Tuesday, Sept. 26, fills the vacancy
created by the retirement of Judge Robert
L. Childers at the end of June.
Rudolph has been at the Memphis law
firm Bourland, Heflin, Alvarez, Minor &
Matthews since 2009 and an attorney in
private practice since 1989. He was a judicial clerk to federal appeals court Judge
Bailey Brown prior to that, earning his
undergraduate degree from Vanderbilt
University in Nashville and his law degree
from Vanderbilt Law School.
Still ahead is filling the vacancy created

by the coming retirement of Criminal Court
Judge James Beasley at the end of the year.
The Trial Court Vacancy Commission,
which recommends three finalists to the
governor for appointment, began taking
applications for the Criminal Court vacancy
this week with a noon Oct. 16 deadline for
attorneys to apply.
Rudolph’s appointment brings the
court back to full strength with judges on
the bench in all nine divisions.
– Bill Dries

Mid-South Fair to Host Free
Grizzlies-Hustle Scrimmage
As part of the Mid-South Fair, the
Memphis Grizzlies and their G League affiliate Memphis Hustle will hold a free-tothe-public team scrimmage and practice
Saturday, Sept. 30, from noon to 1 p.m.
at Landers Center, 4560 Venture Drive, in
Southaven.
Doors open at 10 a.m. and Grizzlies
head coach David Fizdale and all the players, including Marc Gasol, Mike Conley,
Chandler Parsons and Tyreke Evans, will
be there. The event is open to all Mid-South
Fair attendees too, and admission to the fair
on Saturday is free as well.
Landers Center will be the venue for
Memphis Hustle home games during the
upcoming G League season.
– Don Wade

Methodist Taps New
Executive Vice President
William Kenley has been promoted to
executive vice president, community group
for Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare.
In his new role, Kenley will oversee
Methodist’s community hospitals, which
include Methodist Germantown, Methodist North, Methodist South and Methodist
Olive Branch. He will also focus on integrating the delivery of care across Methodist’s
community hospitals.
Kenley joined Methodist in 2003 as CEO
for Methodist North Hospital and in 2009
was named CEO for Methodist Le Bonheur
Germantown Hospital.
– Andy Meek

Downtown Law Firm
Moving to East Memphis
Law firm Shuttleworth Williams PLLC
is relocating to East Memphis from its
Downtown office in the Falls Building, 22
N. Front St.
Effective immediately, the law firm,
which also operates offices in Nashville
and Knoxville, will make the move to 6077
Primacy Parkway, suite 200.
The specialty litigation firm cited easy
access to its offices for incoming clients,
attorneys and employees, and a premium
on hiring specialized staffing as reasons for
the eastward move.
“Our firm has needed new space for
some time, and the Primacy Parkway location was a significant combination of price
and location,” Edward Curry, a managing
member of Shuttleworth said. “We are
looking forward to being in the new space
where we can better serve our clients and
attract new talent as we expand into additional practice areas.”
– Patrick Lantrip
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Frontier Airlines Adding
Memphis-Philly Route
For the second time in less than a week,
Frontier Airlines has announced new service out of Memphis.
The low-cost carrier is set to add four
seasonal weekly nonstop flights between
Memphis International Airport and Philadelphia International Airport starting April
9, Memphis airport leaders announced
Tuesday, Sept. 26.
The new route will run on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays and
will use a 186-seat Airbus 320 aircraft.
Flights will leave Memphis at 1:34 p.m. and
arrive in Philadelphia at 5:06 p.m., while
the return flights will depart Philadelphia
at 5:56 p.m. and arrive in Memphis at 7:55
p.m.
The seasonal Philadelphia route follows
Frontier’s Wednesday, Sept. 20, announcement that it will offer three weekly nonstop
flights to Orlando, Florida, starting Nov.
2. The service to Orlando International
Airport will run on Sundays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
The airline also offers Memphis service
to its Denver, Colorado, hub and Las Vegas,
Nevada.
– Patrick Lantrip

Binghampton Group Wins
$200K FreshLo Grant
The Binghampton Development Corp.
has received a two-year, $200,000 grant
from The Kresge Foundation to prepare
minority entrepreneurs to establish successful food businesses through food entrepreneurship training, access to commercial
kitchen facilities, and small-business assistance along with their partners, EPIcenter
Memphis, Caritas Village, Refugee Empowerment Program, World Relief Memphis,
Wiseacre Brewing Co., Broad Avenue Arts
District and Community LIFT.
The BDC is one of 23 organizations
from across the U.S. receiving a grant as
part of The Kresge Foundation’s Fresh,
Local & Equitable (FreshLo) initiative,
which supports neighborhood-scale projects leveraging healthy food and creative
placemaking for equitable economic development.
After being selected to participate in
FreshLo in 2016, the BDC worked with
Little Bird Innovation to complete a oneyear planning phase for the project with
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a $75,000 grant from Kresge. During the
past year, the coalition worked with Binghampton food entrepreneurs to develop a
strategy to cultivate neighborhood talent
into sustainable businesses that remain
and reinvest in the community.
FreshLo embodies The Kresge Foundation’s philosophy that catalytic change
to improve opportunity for low-income
individuals requires multidimensional
approaches – not simply one program or
sector working alone.
By incorporating creative placemaking
– the integration of arts, culture and community-engaged design into comprehensive community development – residents
and community partners can creatively
address complex issues such as food insecurity, vacancy and health outcomes.
During the next two years, the BDC’s
Kaleidoscope Kitchen will equip residents
with the skills needed to succeed in the food
industry and provide access to licensed
commercial kitchen space. The program
also will offer minority entrepreneur-provided catering services and host an annual
Kaleidoscope Food Festival.
– Daily News staff

Avant, Love to Lead
County School Board
Shelby County Schools board member
Shante Avant has been elected chairwoman
of the body, and fellow board member
Stephanie Love has been elected vice
chairwoman. Their one-year terms start
in October.
The board elected Avant and Love without opposition Tuesday, Sept. 26.
– Bill Dries

ShowPlace Arena Receives
$85,000 Government Grant
The Shelby County Commission has
voted to award an $85,000 Community
Enhancement Grant to Agricenter International for a capital improvement project to
install steps at ShowPlace Arena and finish
paving the parking lot.
Agricenter International, a nonprofit
dedicated to agricultural research, education and conservation, has a $524 million
annual economic impact and hosts more
than 1.3 million visitors annually.
ShowPlace Arena, run by Agricenter,
averages 212 event days and draws more
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than 200,000 visitors annually. Equestrian
shows, fairs, circuses and rodeos all use
the arena, which also hosts trade shows,
concerts and graduations.
– Don Wade

Hooks Institute to Hold
Oct. 5 Open House, Panel
The Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for
Social Change at the University of Memphis
will lead a community conversation about
defending diversity, social justice and human rights in today’s America at its annual
open house on Oct. 5. At the event, the
Hooks Institute will release the 2017 Hooks
Institute Policy Papers, “Bending the Arc
Toward Justice: Including the Excluded.”
The open house will be held in the University Center Bluff Room, 499 University
St., room 304. A reception will begin at 5:30
p.m., followed at 6 p.m. by a panel discussion led by the authors of the policy papers.
The event is free and open to the public.
Parking will be available in the Zach Curlin
Street garage.
The 2017 Hooks Institute Policy Papers
use national conversations about critical
civil and human rights issues as a starting
point to discuss, and propose solutions to,
contemporary issues of race, class, public
policy and social justice.
The papers include: “Immigrants in
Small Cities: Opportunities and Challenges” by Michael R. Duke (U of M
Department of Anthropology); “Welfare
Dependency and Extractive Economies:
Lessons Learned from Pine Ridge” by Peter A. Kindle (Department of Social Work,
University of South Dakota); “Prioritizing
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
Lives in the Era of Resistance and Prejudicial Rhetoric” by Idia B. Thurston (U of M
Department of Psychology); and “Memphis
and Islam: Integrating Muslims and Islam
into the Community Fabric” by Nabil A.
Bayakly (U of M Department of World
Language and Literature).
– Don Wade

Memphis College of Art
Schedules Portfolio Day
Memphis College of Art is holding its
National Portfolio Day, an event that’s free
and open to any prospective art student at
the high school or college level, on Oct. 14.
Nineteen colleges and universities will
be represented at the event, and prospective art students will get to meet with officials from art colleges across the United
States and Canada. National Portfolio
Day brings together students and college
representatives who review artwork, offer
critique, discuss college plans and share
information about their schools.
There are 38 National Portfolio Day
events in the U.S. and Canada. The Memphis event – at Rust Hall, 1930 Poplar Ave.
– is set for welcome and tours from 10 a.m.
to noon, and then portfolio reviews will be
held from noon till 4 p.m. Food trucks will
also be on hand from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
– Andy Meek

Grizz Trade Daniels to Suns
For 2nd-Round Draft Pick
The Memphis Grizzlies traded veteran
guard Troy Daniels to the Phoenix Suns for

a 2018 second-round draft pick and one
of the Grizzlies’ three 2018 second-round
draft picks.
Daniels has appeared in 162 games
(four starts) and has averaged 6.2 points
and 1.2 rebounds in 13.2 minutes during
his four-year NBA career with the Houston Rockets, Minnesota Timberwolves,
Charlotte Hornets and Grizzlies since going
undrafted in the 2013 NBA Draft.
Daniels, 26, a former VCU player, appeared in 67 games last season, his first with
the Grizzlies, and averaged 8.2 points and
1.5 rebounds in 17.7 minutes.
– Don Wade

Rise Biscuit Donuts
To Open in Saddle Creek
Rise Biscuits Donuts is opening its first
Tennessee location in the Shops of Saddle
Creek in March.
The first store opened in Durham,
North Carolina, in 2012. Rise serves biscuit sandwiches featuring fillings like
buttermilk-brined fried chicken, bacon,
salt-cured ham and country sausage
topped with egg, cheese and spreads. At
lunch, the menu shifts to sandwiches on a
potato roll, including Rise’s Savory Buffalo
Chicken with house-made buffalo sauce,
shaved celery and blue cheese sauce, and
limited-time offerings like the Cubano,
with roast pork loin, smoked ham, Swiss
cheese, pickles and mustard.
Yeast and cake donuts are available
throughout the day and feature flavors like
the Maple Bacon Bar and Crème Brulee.
Rise is open from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m. daily
and will be located at 7509 Poplar Ave.
The location will feature counter
ordering and limited indoor seating in
its 1,515-square-foot store, plus a large
patio. Rise Germantown will also offer preordering for nearby offices and can provide
donuts and biscuits for parties of all sizes.
– Andy Meek

Memphis Vet Collects Pet
Supplies for Irma Victims
A Memphis veterinary practice is collecting supplies to help pet owners in Key
West, Florida, affected by Hurricane Irma.
Day and Night Animal Hospital is accepting donations through Oct. 5, with the
goal of filling a truck to ship to the Florida
Keys SPCA, according to Day and Night
owner James Grimes.
Key West pet owners are in need of
kennels, crates, food and other supplies for
dogs and cats. Many pet owners were separated from their pets, who need care until
they can be reunited with their owners.
Grimes’ hospital collected items earlier
in September for pets affected by Hurricane
Harvey in Houston, Texas. Nearly 5,000
pounds of dog and cat food, along with
other supplies, were sent to the Houston
ASPCA.
ReTrans Inc. transported the Houston
shipment and has volunteered to drive the
truck of supplies to Key West.
“People usually rush to help in the first
days after a tragedy, but the need is ongoing, so we’re waiting a couple of weeks to
ship the items,” Grimes said in a release.
Donations can be dropped off at Day
and Night, 4670 Summer Ave., during the
clinic’s regular hours: Monday from 7 a.m.
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to 6 p.m.; Tuesday through Friday from 7
a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
Grimes is offering a fee pet exam for
anyone who makes a donation of $20 or
more. For more information, call Day and
Night Animal Hospital at 901-500-7556.
– Daily News staff

Nordstrom Rack
To Open Oct. 5
Nordstrom Rack, the off-price division
of retailer Nordstrom Inc., is opening its
East Memphis store in the Poplar Commons shopping center on Oct. 5 at 9 a.m.
Opening-day activities at the roughly
33,000-square-foot store, at 4572 Poplar
Ave., include a kickoff at 8 a.m. with music,
coffee and breakfast treats. Customers can
enter for a chance to win one of 30 $100 gift
cards, and one customer will win a $1,000
shopping spree and early access to shop
the store.
The Poplar Commons store will be the
retailer’s second location in Tennessee.
– Andy Meek

Grizz Tip-Off Luncheon
To be Held Oct. 16
The Memphis Grizzlies will start the
2017-18 season with the 16th annual TipOff Luncheon presented by ServiceMaster
on Oct. 16 at 11:30 a.m. at FedExForum.
Grizzlies fans will have the chance to

welcome back the players and coaches,
catch up with them about the upcoming
season and get a preview of the new HD
digital displays throughout FedExForum.
Attendees will also get an insider’s s perspective from coach David Fizdale and
general manager Chris Wallace.
Individual tickets are $65, with tables
available for $550 for 10 seats. A commemorative growl towel is included with
each ticket. For $2,250, businesses and fans
can purchase a table that will allow them
to sit and talk hoops with various players,
coaches and executives as this year, all will
be visiting multiple tables throughout the
luncheon.
Luncheon attendees will also have
the chance to take part in silent and live
auctions featuring memorabilia and fan
experiences.
All proceeds from the luncheon, including the live and silent auctions, will benefit
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Doors open at 11 a.m., followed by
the event program and lunch from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Fans can download the
new Grizzlies auction platform on their
mobile devices by searching ‘Handbid’ in
the iTunes store or in Google Play. Through
the Handbid app, fans will be able to bid on
one-of-a-kind Grizzlies items and experiences remotely.
For more information or to purchase
tickets, visit grizzlies.com or call 901-888HOOP.
– Don Wade

Empower the Future

Hickory Hill Apartments
Sell for $9 Million
The Stonebrook Apartments, located
at 6371 Winchester Road, have switched
hands for $9.7 million.
In the deal, St. Petersburg, Floridabased WRH Realty, doing business as WHR
Shelby Woods, sold the 13.75-acre complex
to SBTN Realty, doing business as SBTN
Apartments LLC.
John G. Withers, WRH’s senior vice
president, signed the Sept. 19 warranty
deed on behalf of the sellers.
Meanwhile, SBTN Realty took out an $8
million mortgage through Uniondale, New
York-based Arbor Realty Trust operating
under the name Arbor Commercial Funding I LLC. Avraham Trachtingot signed the
deed of trust on behalf of SBTH Realty.
The 244-unit complex was built in 1976
and was appraised for $6.8 million in 2017,
according to the Shelby County Assessor.
– Patrick Lantrip

IP Investing $300M In
Change at Alabama Mill
International Paper plans to invest
around $300 million to convert a paper
machine at its Selma, Alabama, mill, which
the company says will position it to grow its
industrial packaging business.
Memphis-based IP will convert its
No. 15 machine at the Riverdale Mill from
uncoated freesheet to whitetop linerboard
and containerboard. The investment will

TM
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add 450,000 tons of annual capacity, with
flexibility to shift between containerboard
products.
The change means IP will reduce its
annual uncoated freesheet capacity by
235,000 tons, but the company said it will
remain a “significant supplier of uncoated
freesheet in North America.”
"International Paper's uncoated
freesheet business remains a strategic part
of the company and we are well-positioned
to support current and future customer
demand," said Mike Amick Jr., IP's senior
vice president, Paper the Americas & India.
IP expects to complete the conversion
by mid-2017. The remaining machine at
the Riverdale Mill will continue to produce
uncoated imaging paper products.
– Daily News staff

CORRECTION
A Sept. 22 article on the new head of
school at Memphis University School
incorrectly stated when MUS’ computer science program began. The
computer science program has been
in place since the 1970s. The school’s
Advanced Placement science courses
are in their second year. The Memphis
News regrets the error.
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The administration of Memphis Mayor
Jim Strickland is setting the stage for a
critical Tennessee Historical Commission
hearing next month in its bid to remove a
statue of Confederate general, slave trader
and Ku Klux Klan Grand Wizard Nathan
Bedford Forrest from a city park.
The city’s chief legal officer, Bruce
McMullen, sent a letter last week to the
executive director and the chairman of the
historical commission that outlines how
the city intends to get the matter heard and
decided at the Oct. 13 meeting in Athens,
Tennessee.
The city is seeking a waiver from the
2013 state law that forbids the city from
removing the statue. The historical commission, at the start of the meeting, will
not have any formal rules or criteria in
place for how to consider such a waiver
petition, but those rules are in draft form,
McMullen said.
The commission could approve that
criteria in the normal course of business,
but it would then go to the Tennessee Attorney General’s office for review.
“They could come in and submit it and
adopt those rules just for a short period of
time in order to continue to do business,”
McMullen said of his request in the Sept.
19 letter, which is copied to Tennessee Gov.
Bill Haslam. “They are not required to adopt
emergency rules. They could stonewall us
procedurally and say, ‘We’re not going to
adopt.’ But if it went our way and they adopted emergency rules … they would then
vote up or down our position.”
The emergency rules would be the same
rules sent to the attorney general for review.

McMullen cites a part of the state law
governing “uniform administrative procedures” for state agencies, including the
historical commission, that allows for the
passage of such emergency rules if “the rule
only delays the effective date of another rule
that is not yet effective.”
In his letter to historical commission
leaders, McMullen writes that under that
condition, the city’s request for emergency
rules is “a proper exercise of the commission’s authority.”
That is one of several grounds for a set
of emergency rules. Another is that “an immediate danger to the public health, safety
or welfare exists and the nature of this danger is such that the use of any other form
of rulemaking authorized by this chapter
would not adequately protect the public.”
But the city does not plan to argue that
point.
If the city’s plan pans out – the historical commission adopts emergency rules,
hears the city’s request and grants the
waiver – McMullen said those opposed to
the removal of the Forrest monument could
still appeal the matter to Davidson County
Chancery Court. The city could do the same
if its waiver request is denied and Strickland
has said that would be the administration’s
response.
City Council attorney Allan Wade told
council members in August that the state
law governing the removal of such monuments is more complex than the procedures
“for the state putting someone to death by
lethal injection.”
Council members vote Tuesday, Oct. 3,
on third and final reading of an ordinance
that sets in motion the removal of the Forrest monument and a statue of Confederacy
president Jefferson Davis from another city
park at any point after the Oct. 13 historical
commission meeting.
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With a Year Under Its Belt, Fourth Bluff
Moves Toward Permanent Presence
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

You can still see the words on the surface of Riverside Drive from the RiverPlay
area that took over the street between the
Mississippi River and Memphis Parks during the summer.
“In Memphis We Ball” reads the
chipped white lettering on the asphalt,
with the word “ball” almost unrecognizable.
Riverplay, a recreational area on the
street surface for the summer months,
was the most visible tip of the spear of
an experimental effort to activate the
riverfront between Bass Pro Shops at the
Pyramid to the north and Cossitt Library
to the south. It included a temporary ice
skating rink last winter in Mississippi
River Park.
The Fourth Bluff, as the effort and
the area is known, will move this fall and
winter into the more permanent and less
experimental direction.
The activity could be seen recently as
two couples danced to music played by
the DJ c-beyohn behind the University
of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School
of Law as part of “Dancing on the Bluffs,”
which is being held behind on Friday
evenings until November.
Across the pedestrian bridge over
Court Avenue at Riverside, three people
stretched and did jumping jacks in the
autumn heat in the upper corner of Mem-

“

Now we are ready to move
from that pop-up temporary
to more permanent
work, more permanent
improvement to spaces. I
think we’ve learned a lot.”
–Maria Fuhrmann, city project manager for the

Fourth Bluff

phis Park. And a couple in a horse-drawn
carriage looked over the bluff to the park
below and the river beyond as their drive
pointed in the general direction.
A year-ago this month Fourth Bluff
was awarded a multi-year $5 million
matching grant from the JPB Foundation,
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation,
The Rockefeller Foundation and the

The words “In Memphis We Ball” appear along Riverside Drive, on the site of the former RiverPlay pop-up recreational area.
The Fourth Bluff’s next steps include renovation work on the Cossitt Library. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Kresge Foundation that enabled organizers to experiment with various programs
under the banner of the national “Reimagining the Civic Commons” effort.
“We went through a whole prototyping phase as part of the application
process before we got the award,” said
Maria Fuhrmann, the city’s project manager for Fourth Bluff. “Now we are ready
to move from that pop-up temporary to
more permanent work, more permanent
improvements to the spaces. I think we’ve
learned a lot.”
The permanent improvements start
with the interior of the Cossitt Library, the
city’s original public library, which will
focus on the mid-20th century addition
to the front of what was once a sandstone
castle.
The back part of the Cossitt is part of
the original 19th-century structure that is
not open to the public.
“We don’t have the time or resources
to get the bigger part of the library done,”
Fuhrmann said of the three-year set of
grants that have two more years to go.
“But we’re hoping that part of the Fourth
Bluff project and Civic Commons will
leverage the resources and the partners
needed too to do the big piece of the
historic portion of the library. What we’re
doing now in currently useable space

is really just taking it to its highest and
best use.”
That includes some demolition to
reconfigure space and include furniture
and other fixtures that work in a traditional library but which can also be moved
for non-traditional programs and other
changes that Memphis Public Libraries is
now undertaking across its system.
“We have plans for a café on the first
floor of Cossitt,” Fuhrmann said. “We
have a lot of plans for the exterior space,
including the courtyard out front.
“We are going to change the
streetscape to add steps going down into
the entrance rather than the wall and
fence you currently see today,” she said.
“The view of Cossitt from Front Street –
except for the lights, the rest of it doesn’t
look that good and people don’t know
it’s a library. They are not sure what it is.
I think people walk by it and don’t think
about it, don’t notice it.”
The café will open onto the back of the
library, which features an outdoor view of
the Mississippi River and the city’s harbor
framed by large trees and steps connected
to the back of the law school.
“The second floor is going to be really
different,” she said. “Right now it’s a big
cavernous space. But there are going to
be some quiet spaces. There’s going to be

recording studios planned, flexible meeting rooms planned and space for a larger
performance.”
The work on Cossitt is about a $2 million project that will start in November
and December.
In January and February, another $2
million of work gets underway in Mississippi River Park and the bluff side of
Memphis Park that is the backdrop for
Mississippi River Park.
That includes a children’s playground
in the lower park and natural plantings
on the bluff slope from the upper park to
make it more scenic.
And Mississippi River Park will have
more of a connection to the river itself
including access to kayaks.
The programming in the parks will
include more events like the Tuesday
evening yoga sessions open to all.
“People come to something regularly
and they start meeting people who attend
that class regularly,” Fuhrmann said.
“That’s how people meet and people
become friends and strengthen their ties
with each other and the place.
“We’re really trying to give people
from different backgrounds opportunities to interact with each other and do
activities that encourage conversation
with people you may not know.”
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Bus System Gets Review as Part of Memphis 3.0

The Memphis 3.0 plan includes a review of MATA, which has seen
a 28 percent drop in ridership since 2005.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

On the way to a comprehensive city development and land
use plan by 2019, those putting
together the plan have heard
one priority from citizens over
and over: better public transportation.
The topic came up so much
the Memphis 3.0 planning process is creating a more detailed
transit strategy within the larger

plan. The transit plan should be
in a draft form by late 2018.
The first step is a report posted Tuesday, Sept. 26, via the
Memphis 3.0 website, memphis3point0.com, on Memphis Area
Transit Authority bus service as
it currently exists.
The report, created by Portland, Oregon-based transit consulting firm Jarrett Walker &
Associates, shows MATA’s ridership has dropped 28 percent
since 2005.
“That’s not surprising because you had a similar re-

duction in the total amount of
service for a whole range of reasons,” said Scudder Wagg, senior
associate of the firm. “That’s not
the same pattern you’ve seen in
peer cities.”
Most cities the size of Memphis have seen ridership remain
flat or grow.
Wagg said growing ridership
is a question of figuring out what
current and potential riders need
along two lines: coverage and
frequency.
His firm’s look at Memphis
by bus finds the city is covered
well for people reaching jobs,
but with a low frequency. And
Wagg said whether a bus comes
along a route every 15 minutes
or once an hour makes a “huge
difference.”
“As service has been cut,
general service that doesn’t get
a lot of riders per hour has been
cut more than other services,”
he said. “So MATA has been understandably focused on keeping
the core service that most people
ride running in a way that is successful for more ridership.”
Since becoming MATA’s interim CEO, Gary Rosenfeld has
set a goal of reducing ride times
so that no one-way trip takes
more than an hour. That is still

a goal for frequency.
The work on a transit blueprint as part of the Memphis 3.0
plan is more detailed on the nuts
and bolts of how that happens
with the needs of riders plugged
into it.
“We need to ask ourselves
tough questions, like would you
like to sit where you are at and
wait for the bus to come to you,
or would you like to walk half a
mile and have the bus come every 10 minutes,” Rosenfeld said.
“Those are the types of questions
that we have to ask and answer
honestly as a community. That’s
one of the values that we need to
understand.”
By November, the effort to
gauge public reaction to those
specific questions, which includes Innovate Memphis, the
organization best known for
MEMFix streetscape efforts in
different parts of the city, will
include three maps of transit
routes that the public will work
with around questions of frequency and coverage.
“It will be a balance of both.
But we need to define what those
values are and where those values are. It’s not black and white,”
Rosenfeld said. “There’s a lot of
gray involved. The frequency

may turn up during peak times.
It may turn down during off-peak
times. This community might
not have a need for Saturday service, but this other community
might have a need for all kinds
of Saturday service.”
John Zeanah, the deputy director of the city-county Division
of Planning and Development
and co-leader of the Memphis
3.0 effort, says that will also influence the larger plan for what different communities are planned
to look like and be over the 20year arc the Memphis 3.0 plan
covers from its debut in 2019.
“Transit has probably taken
the mantle across all of those different stakeholders … as an issue
that is desperately needing some
more investment of time and
resources to think about what is
our vision for transit – short and
long term,” he said. “We could
have sort of punted that question
toward the end or even after, as
many cities have done. They
figure out what they want to do
and then they do the transit. We
felt it was such a priority that we
needed to be working through
this in tandem so our transit
strategy and our transportation
strategy overall sort of mesh in
the comprehensive plan.”

T R A N S P O R TAT I O N

FedEx Honors Drivers From Across The
Nation For Heroics, Outstanding Service
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

A group of FedEx Freight executives
and distinguished drivers gathered in the
aubergine-accented Peabody Hotel Skyroom Tuesday evening, Sept. 26, to honor
some of the company’s most outstanding
individuals.
This particular gathering wasn’t necessarily to honor what the drivers did for
the company, but what they did for their
communities.
“This is probably one of our favorite
nights of the year,” said Mike Ducker,
president and CEO of FedEx Freight. “The
stories that you hear are just unbelievable.”
Known as the Purple Promise and Humanitarian Awards, the annual gathering
brings together FedEx drivers from all over

the county who went above and beyond
the call of duty when faced with often lifethreatening decisions.
“Tonight we’re honoring 53 people,”
Ducker said. “It’s demonstrated in all of the
great stories that you read about from all of
these great people that we have.”
One of those 53 drivers was 33-year-old
Bryce Neilson from Anaconda, Montana,
who, in addition to taking home Rookie
of the Year Award honors at the National
Truck Driving Championships in August,
is now a two-time Humanitarian Award
winner.
Neilson’s first award came in 2015, after
he saved a woman who was eight months
pregnant from freezing to death in -40
degree weather after she was involved in
a wreck.
Last year, fate again placed Neilson in
the right place at the right time when he

saved a fellow truck driver who crashed
his semi carrying dangerous liquid oxygen
outside of Helena, Montana.
“A semi-tractor trailer I was following
rolled over in front of me,” he said. “It was
close to a fatality. The EMS that showed up
didn’t know how to use the Jaws of Life, so
I assisted them on that, got the driver out
and he lived.”
Neilson, who has been driving trucks
for the past 12 years, said it was an honor
to be mentioned alongside all of the other
drivers.
“The FedEx family is great,” he said.
“It’s really humbling and it’s great to hear
other stories and meet other great people.”
Another driver who simply said he
was at the right place at the right time was
Memphis native William Carter.
Carter, 32, said he was headed home
one day from work when he witnessed a

head-on collision.
“A car lost control on Brooks Road and
hit another car head-on getting on the onramp to I-55,” Carter said. “It was a pretty
brutal accident.”
When he arrived on the scene, Carter
said he helped all of the passengers get to
safety and proceeded to wait with them
until paramedics and their families arrived.
Luckily everyone survived this accident,
although one of the passengers did suffer
multiple broken bones.
The husband and father said he didn’t
even think twice about helping out, adding
simply that it was the right thing to do.
“Like I tell everybody, if my family were
in that accident, I would expect the same
thing,” he said. “We’re sharing stories over
the past two nights about what everybody
has done, and it’s amazing. It’s a pretty
awesome event that they are doing here.”
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NARCAN Becoming Weapon Of
Choice Against Opioid Overdose

This image from a video shows a woman spraying NARCAN to revive an opioid overdose victim after turning him over on his back.
(adaptpharma.com)
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

With the number of overdose deaths
from opioids such as OxyContin, Vicodin
and Percocet at all-time highs, a new nasal spray is now available to counteract
overdoses, and it can be acquired at local
pharmacies without a prescription.
In Tennessee and nationwide, prescription and illegal opioids are the main cause
of drug overdose deaths. According to the
Tennessee Department of Health, 1,631
Tennesseans died from drug overdoses in
2016 – the highest number of such deaths
recorded in state history and up 12 percent
from 1,451 overdose deaths in 2015 (72
percent that year involved opioids).
Also in 2015, Tennessee health care professionals reportedly handed out more than
7.8 million opioid prescriptions — more
prescriptions than the number of people
in the state — ranking Tennessee second
in the nation for such prescriptions.
Naloxone, commonly referred to as
NARCAN and traditionally administered
by IV or injection, is the only drug available today to help immediately combat an
opioid overdose and prevent deaths.
“NARCAN is an opioid antagonist that
essentially reverses an opioid overdose,”
said Thom Duddy, executive director of
communications with Adapt Pharma,
maker of NARCAN Nasal Spray.
The company’s nasal spray was fasttrack approved by the FDA in November
2015 and became commercially available in
2016. It is the first and only FDA-approved
nasal naloxone for the treatment of known
or suspected opioid overdoses.
“When people are stopped prescribing
an opioid, or maybe become dependent
and they’re told to stop, they go to illicit
compounds such as heroin or fentanyl on
the streets because they don’t have access

to the prescription drug anymore,” said
Duddy, who pointed out that approximately 40 percent of drug overdose deaths
nationally come from prescription opioids.
“A lot of times we think that it’s just
the illicit IV drug user on the street that is
overdosing and dying, but it’s also people
that are in their homes that are using
opioids and are also maybe using them in
combination with another agent or maybe
just mistakenly taking too many because
they felt they were in more pain,” he said.
Synthetic opioid use is also on the rise,
including fentanyl, which is commonly
used as an end-of-life drug for cancer patients (most popularly used in a patch), and
carfentanyl, an analog of fentanyl used in
Canada predominantly for large-animal
tranquilization.
“Those now have transitioned to the
black market because people have figured
out the chemistry behind it, and they create
it and put it in with heroin or have it just as
fentanyl,” Duddy said.
Overdose deaths related to fentanyl spiked 74 percent from 169 to 294 from
2015 to 2016. The biggest increase in fentanyl deaths was seen in those aged 25 to 34,
where the number deaths increased from
42 to 114 from 2015 to 2016.
“We are alarmed by the growing number of Tennesseans dying as a result of fentanyl, and by the changing demographic of
those who died,” said Dr. David Reagan, the
Tennessee Department of Health’s chief
medical officer. “This tells us we need to put
additional focus on prevention of substance
abuse, particularly for those younger than
25, as we believe people are initiating their
use of illegal drugs such as fentanyl before
that time.”
Guidelines have been published by the
Centers for Disease Control and the American Medical Association outlining risky
opioid prescriptions. For example, a high
dosage chronically prescribed over time

should be accompanied by a prescription
for naloxone or NARCAN.
“Also, if a patient is taking by prescription an opioid along with one for a benzodiazepine like Xanax,” Duddy said, “that
increases the risk of an opioid overdose, so
naloxone is recommended there as well.”
The passage of Public Chapter 596 in
Tennessee last September allows authorized pharmacists statewide to dispense
naloxone without a prescription to a person
at risk of overdose or a family member.
And House Bill 448 that passed in May
requires the state's Board of Education to
set up guidelines for naloxone in schools.
Five Tennessee high schools and four colleges are participating in a NARCAN schools
program that offers free doses of NARCAN
to all high schools and colleges in the U.S.
Meanwhile, Tennessee is leading a
group of 41 attorneys general participating
in a multistate investigation into reasons
behind the opioid epidemic. Last week,
Tennessee Attorney General Herbert H.
Slatery III announced a bipartisan coalition
seeking documents and information from
manufacturers and distributors of prescrip-

tion opioids. The attorneys general want to
determine if manufacturers and distributors engaged in unlawful practices in the
marketing, sale and distribution of opioids.
“The opioid crisis impacts all of us, and
is a threat to families in every community in
Tennessee and across the country,” Slatery
said in a prepared statement. “We will use
all resources available to identify and hold
accountable those parties responsible.
There is too much at stake not to attack this
problem from all sides.”
The attorneys general served investigative subpoenas for documents and information on Endo, Janssen, Teva/Cephalon,
Allergan and their related entities, as well
as Purdue Pharma. They also sent letters
to opioid distributors AmerisourceBergen,
Cardinal Health and McKesson requesting documents about their distribution
businesses.
The 41 attorneys general hope to determine what role opioid manufacturers and
distributors may have played in creating or
prolonging the epidemic and determine the
appropriate course of action to help resolve
the ongoing crisis.
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real estate recap

GPAC Planning New Open-Air Venue
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

1801 EXETER ROAD
GERMANTOWN, TN 38138
OWNER: Germantown Performing Arts
Center
TENANT: The Grove at GPAC
ARCHITECT: archimania
DETAILS: The Germantown Performing Arts Center has announced plans
to develop a new 1.5-acre open-air
performance center that will be located
due north of its current location at 1801
Exeter Road.
Dubbed The Grove at GPAC, the center
hopes the new venue will attract new
audiences by providing an alternative
option for performances.
Local architectural firm archimania
was tapped to handle the project’s
design work that will focus on conservation, sustainability and reduction of
impact on the environment, and will
include a covered stage with a highdefinition, permanent video wall.
“There will be an outdoor bar and

seating area, several VIP areas and a
covered, hardscaped area in front of
the stage for VIP seating, dancing or an
orchestra,” GPAC’s executive director
Paul Chandler said in a release. “With
capacity for 1,200 to 2,000, the space
will be suitable for both ticketed and
free events, with food truck spaces and
electrical outlets, plenty of parking and
access for sound and production equipment delivery.”
Chandler said he envisions using The
Grove for festivals, national and regional touring shows, local artist showcases,
concert movies and films, simulcast
concerts from indoors, performances
by other users, and outdoor receptions
and events.

GPAC

3400 PLAYERS CLUB PARKWAY
MEMPHIS, TN 38125
SALE AMOUNT: $39 million
BUYER: Group RMC
SELLER: Highwoods Properties Inc.
LOAN AMOUNT: $34.3 million
BORROWER: Alexander Massa
LENDER: Rialto Capital
DETAILS: Highwoods Properties Inc.

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the
region with local journalists, business executives, community
leaders, and politicians, as well as journalists analyzing the major
stories from the Memphis area.

Guests on past shows have included Mayor Jim Strickland,
Mayor Mark Luttrell, Governor Bill Haslam, members of the
Memphis City Council, the Shelby County Commission and
local school boards, as well as executives from major Memphis
companies and leaders from organizations such as MIFA, EDGE,
the Urban Land Institute, and many more.

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Map data ©2017 Google

Channel 10

has sold a massive portion of its portfolio in Southwind to a New York-based
investment group for $39 million.
Doing business as Highwoods Reality Limited Partnership, Highwoods
Properties sold the 3400 Players Club
Parkway office building, its two Shadow
Creek office buildings, four office
centers and a 2-acre parcel of land, all
located near the FedEx World Headquarters and TPC Southwind golf club.
The buyer is Group RMC, which purchased the portfolio under the name
Southwind Memphis Reality LP.
Jeffery D. Miller, Highwoods’ executive vice president, general counsel and
secretary, signed the deed on behalf of
the North Carolina-based real estate
investment trust.
“We developed the buildings over a period of years and thought now would be
a good time to sell,” Steve Guinn, senior
vice president of Highwoods Properties’ Memphis office, said. “Sometimes
you have to prune your portfolio, if you
will, to help grow and I think that’s what
we’re looking to do here.”
According to the Shelby County Assessor of Property, the sites are spread
across 30 acres and were appraised for
about a combined $46 million.
Meanwhile, in conjunction with the
purchase, the new owners took out a
$34.3 million mortgage that was signed
by Alexander Massa through Rialto
Capital, acting as FS CREIT Originator LLC, according to a deed of trust
filed with the Shelby County Register of
Deeds.
This transaction marks Group RMC’s
first foray into the Memphis market,
according to its website.
CBRE senior vice president Johnny
Lamberson and first vice president
Terry Radford represented the seller in
the transaction.
0 MONROE AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38104
PROJECT COST: $24 million

OWNER: Loeb Properties, LRC2 Properties, MMI Hotel Group
TENANT: Hilton or Marriott
DETAILS: The developers of a $24 million Overton Square hotel and a Canadian elevator company looking to build
its first U.S. facility in Memphis have
been awarded tax incentives to move
ahead with their projects.
The Economic Development Growth
Engine of Memphis and Shelby County
on Wednesday, Sept. 20, approved
Loeb Properties’ request for a 15-year
payment-in-lieu-of-taxes abatement
to build a 100-room boutique hotel in
Overton Square.
Loeb is partnering with boutique
hotel developer LRC2 Properties and
hospitality management company
MMI Hotel Group on the $24 million
hotel, which is slated to be built at the
southwest corner of Cooper Street
and Trimble Place, south of Madison
Avenue. The plans also call for a rooftop
restaurant and structured parking on
the 1.2-acre site.
EDGE staff projected the PILOT would
save the development team $6.1 million
and the project would generate $5.4
million in local tax revenues over the
course of the 15-year abatement.
4290 DELP ST.
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
SALE AMOUNT: $3.5 million
BUYER: Trident Capital Group
SELLER: RNB Interests, BRB Interests,
BAK Interests
LOAN AMOUNT: $2.3 million
BORROWER: Peter Walter
LENDER: Aetna Life Insurance Co.
DETAILS: Wellesley, Massachusettsbased Trident Capital Group has purchased a 150,000-square-foot industrial
facility at 4290 Delp St. for $3.5 million.
Trident, doing business as TCG 4290
Delp LLC, bought the warehouse from
investors RNB Interests, BRB Interests
and BAK Interests, according to a Sept.
19 warranty deed.
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Trolley Lines’ Return Comes With
Technology, Standards Changes
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

New trolleys the Memphis
Area Transit Authority hopes to
have back on the Main Street
tracks by the end of this year may
sneak up on Main Street Mall
pedestrians.
The new trolley car 799 that
MATA officials took on a twoblock test drive last week sounded
much quieter than the fleet of
trolleys that came off the tracks
more than three years ago. They
were taken out of service when
two trolleys caught fire and new
leadership at MATA discovered
there were few maintenance records, no maintenance program
and very little training for the
upkeep of the system.
“These trolleys all have brand
new trucks underneath them –
round wheels. No more square
wheels going down the rails,”
said Gary Rosenfeld, MATA’s interim CEO. “So they will be much
quieter.”
Seven people wearing hard
hats, safety goggles and yellow

safety vests followed on foot as
the blue and white trolley pulled
out of the trolley barn on North
Main Street Thursday, Sept. 21,
passed the intersection of Main
and Mill Avenue and stopped at
Main and A.W. Willis Avenue.
Some made notes on clipboards
and did the same as the trolley
operator pushed a button and
the electronic pantograph that
makes contract with the overhead
wire and its 600 volts was automatically switched to go in the
opposite direction on the tracks.
That is another change from the
previous system in which trolley
operators had to manually make
the change.
“The test was to see how the
car interacts with the systems in
place,” Rosenfeld said. “It was to
check the alignment of the wires
to check the connection between
the trolley catenary system and
pantograph – make sure that it
was at proper heights and make
sure it maintained connections
at all times. There was an actual
camera installed on top of the
trolley that monitored the line the
whole time.”

The catenaries are the overhead wires.
The video was still to be reviewed after the test, but “all
indications are that everything
went well,” Rosenfeld said.
All electric trolley service on
the system of rails on Main, the
Riverfront Loop and Madison
Avenue was stopped in June
2014. The fleet of trolleys were
old and well-used when they
were restored in the early 1990s
for the start of the modern trolley
line. One of the restored cars from
Australia was 100 years old.
The trolley tested Thursday
was purchased new and is a “replica style” car. The test was not
only for the car, but the track and
the electrical system – the first 500
feet of that – with every part of the
line to undergo similar testing as
it is re-powered.
Then there is what is called
“pre-revenue service.”
“The trolleys will operate as if
they are delivering services to the
community,” Rosenfeld said. “We
load them up with sandbags to
represent passengers and get the
vehicle up to its operating weigh.

The trolley line is close to returning as a recent test of a trolley car
showed a quieter model and new safety standards. (Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
It’s a day in-day out test. It checks
all of the operating training. It
checks all of the operations of the
trolley. It checks the scheduling.
It checks the maintenance procedures that follow up.”
And all of those systems that
are tested were basically created
from the ground up when the trolley system was shut down in 2014.
The 3.2 miles that is the Main
Street trolley line will be the first
to come back on line.

“Getting these trolleys on line
by the end of the year is within
our grasp,” city chief operating
officer Doug McGowen said after
the test. “It creates value for our
community. This is important.
… We have lots more work to do
to get the transportation system
that we need. This is an incredibly
important step in that process.”
Rosenfeld said the Riverfront
loop will be next, followed by the
Madison Avenue line.

H E A LT H CA R E

UTHSC Joins Nonprofit in Funding Research Projects
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The University of Tennessee Health Science Center has formed a partnership with
a Birmingham, Alabama-based nonprofit
that has almost 500 scientists and engineers
working under its banner, a union meant
to help advance research that could lead to
new drug discovery and commercialization.
UTHSC’s partnership with Southern
Research links the latter’s drug discovery
and development specialization – which
has included developing drugs to fight cancer, diabetes, Parkinson’s and tuberculosis,
among other diseases – with UTHSC’s fourcampus network. The university will bring
its own academic and related resources to
bear, as it did in fiscal year 2016 when the
school was involved in sponsored programs
valued at $240.5 million.
One result already of the partnership:
The two organizations have chosen Dr.

Glen Palmer, an associate professor in
UTHSC’s College of Pharmacy, as the recipient of the first jointly funded UTHSC/
Southern Research Collaborative Research
Network (CORNET) Award.
Palmer is working to develop a new
class of antifungal medications to fight a
range of invasive fungal infections that the
school says are blamed in an estimated 1.5
million deaths a year.
“A very important aspect of the basic
research that’s done at UTHSC is to be able
to translate it into meaningful products
and therapies that can impact the health of
people in Tennessee, in the United States
and globally,” Dr. Steven Goodman, vice
chancellor for research at UTHSC, told The
Daily News. “We can actually translate the
terrific research that’s being done by faculty
like Glen Palmer into meaningful products.
“Glen is going to work with specific
investigators over at Southern Research
to further develop the plan. He’s going to
receive the money from us to start doing the
work, and he’s getting $100,000 from us that

he has two years to expend in collaboration
with them.”
That work is about to get underway.
Meanwhile, Goodman said the partnership
is looking at another application that may
result in a second award, a decision that
may come in the next month or so.
To date, the CORNET Awards program
has provided more than $1.1 million in
funding to university researchers. Under
the program, UTHSC scientists can apply for funding to advance their work,
which can then take advantage of shared
resources at both the school and Southern
Research.
Drug discovery infrastructure at Southern Research includes things like its HighThroughput Screening Center that boasts a
library of more than 1 million compounds
and state-of-the-art robotic equipment.
Scientists can also tap into benefits like
Southern Research’s expertise in medicinal
chemistry, pre-clinical drug development
and biocontainment laboratories, among
other resources.

Southern Research and UTHSC will
jointly own any intellectual property generated from projects that get support through
the program. Once projects reach a more
advanced stage, outside partners will be
sought to help with clinical development
and commercialization.
Palmer’s funding through the award
will be split up over two years, with $50,000
for the second year dependent on progress
made in the first year. Southern Research’s
High-Throughput Screening Center will
help him screen around 200,000 compounds for active chemical leads, and
Southern Research’s chemistry department
will be involved in the project after the initial active compounds are identified.
“UTHSC brings novel scientific insights
into diseases with poor treatment options,
and we have proven capabilities in drug
discovery and development,” said Southern
Research vice president of drug discovery
Dr. Mark Suto. “This collaboration with
talented UTHSC researchers has great
potential to lead to significant discoveries.”
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County Delays Use of Hotel-Motel Tax
For Convention Center Renovations

The county commission delayed a resolution to allow the city to use
hotel taxes for convention center upgrades. 
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners again delayed passage Monday, Sept. 25, of a resolution that
would allow the city of Memphis
to use surplus hotel-motel tax
revenue for Memphis Cook Convention Center renovations.
The commission did the same
thing on Sept. 11. It takes the
resolution up again in committee
sessions next week.
The move back to commit-

tee came from a combination of
commissioners who had questions about the use of the tax
revenue and other commissioners who wanted to retaliate for
the city’s decision in August to
end sewer connections to the
city’s water treatment and sewer
facilities for projects outside the
city limits.
“Normally, I wouldn’t have a
problem with this,” commissioner Terry Roland said, noting that
the hotel-motel tax resolution has
no impact on the county because
it produces enough revenue to

pay for the convention center
renovations and the debt and
other costs on the FedExForum.
“I don’t think it was very well
thought through,” Roland said of
the city’s decision to cut off sewer
connections. “I can’t support this
today until we get some clarification on the other side.”
County chief administrative
officer Harvey Kennedy said he is
talking with leaders in Memphis
Mayor Jim Strickland’s administration.
“I don’t know how it will turn
out,” Kennedy said.
The Memphis City Council
delayed last week approval of
a $10 million advance in city
revenues to fund planning and
design work on the convention
center renovation after several
council members asked for a
more specific price estimate of
the overhaul of the circa-1970s
facility and a timeline.
In other business, the county
commission approved the future issuance of $120 million in
bonds for capital projects, including schools, in future years.
The county administration will
draw on the amount and issue
the bonds in two to three years,
according to the administration.

In other action, commissioners approved a resolution
by Roland urging the county administration to ensure continued
health care coverage of all county
employees currently covered,
including municipal employees
in Arlington and Millington who
are also in the county government plan.
Roland introduced the resolution after a letter from the
county to employees suggested
that coverage might be cut back,
he said.
Kennedy said that was not the
intent of the letter.
Commissioners also rejected
a contract with Aetna to continue
the coverage earlier this year.
Kennedy said he will present
options to commissioners next
week that include multiple health
plans for employees to choose
from that allow them to keep
their care at Methodist or Baptist
health care systems, instead of a
plan that did not include both.
Three contracts totaling $5.3
million for asphalt resurfacing of
roads in unincorporated Shelby
County with Lehman-Roberts
Company Inc. and Standard
Construction Co. Inc. were also
approved by the commission

on Monday. The funding for the
resurfacing is from state funds
with matching local funding
from a special roads and bridges
revenue fund.
The commission also approved a commercial planned development at Southwind on the
north side of Winchester Road.
Also approved Monday were
committee assignments proposed by chairwoman Heidi Shafer at the second meeting of her
one-year term as chairwoman.
The committee assignments
include two new committees
– equal opportunity and facilities, real property and capital
improvements.
The equal opportunity committee, chaired by commissioner
Van Turner, will review items
having to do with county contracts and goals for more of
those contracts to go to minorityowned businesses and locally
owned businesses. Having a larger share of county government
contracts go to both has been a
major discussion and push of the
current commission that took office in September 2014.
The facilities committee will
be chaired by commissioner
Steve Basar.

R E A L E S TAT E & D E V E L O P M E N T

Liberty Bowl Football Tenants Concerned About
Fairgrounds Plans To Eliminate 3,000 Parking Spaces
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

It wasn’t so much what
Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium’s football tenants saw in
the most recent tentative ideas
for the Fairgrounds redevelopment, it’s what they didn’t see
– 3,000 parking spaces they
estimated would be eliminated
in the project.
The University of Memphis,
Southern Heritage Classic and
AutoZone Liberty Bowl are
particularly concerned about
the loss of a grass parking area
in the southwest corner of the
Fairgrounds where the Liber-

tyland theme park once was.
The tentative site plan
developed so far by the city
of Memphis shows the high
school football field and outdoor track-and-field oval moving from Central Avenue frontage to the Libertyland parcel
along with other outdoor sports
venues.
The site plan shown at the
second of three public meetings last week at the Salvation
Army Kroc Center also included assurances that the city is
looking at a parking garage and
other measures to make up for
the loss of parking.
But Southern Heritage
Classic founder Fred Jones Jr.

said that is too vague.
“What does that mean? If
you are not going to park there
at Libertyland, what are you
going to do?” he asked. “As long
as it’s been talked about … they
always said, ‘We are going to
take care of the football games,
don’t worry.’ But I haven’t seen
anything yet that says, ‘We’re
going to take care of the football games.’”
The city is to present its
final draft of a Fairgrounds
plan at a Nov. 6 public hearing that will be revised again
after public input. Mayor Jim
Strickland plans to take the
resulting plan to the Tennessee
Building Commission by the

end of the year to activate the phis Tigers football program is
Tourism Development Zone drawing larger crowds that he
that includes the Fairgrounds. predicts will generate a susSales tax revenue captured tained, larger economic impact
in the zone would be used to beyond the Fairgrounds.
“That’s reality. They turned
finance redevelopment costs.
The goal of the redevelop- the corner with the program,”
ment is a Fairgrounds that is he said. “Now it’s coming to
more active throughout the reality. But the people who are
designing this Fairyear, not just during
grounds plan have not
football season.
See page 15
got the message.”
Jones said he’s not
for related
City Housing and
opposed to that goal.
story
Community Develop“I don’t dismiss
ment director Paul
this. But what’s goYoung has said the
ing to be bigger than
a football game at the Lib- city realizes the importance
erty Bowl Stadium at the Fair- of the football games and
grounds?” he said, adding that the crowds they bring to the
a resurgent University of Mem- Fairgrounds.
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DACA Issue Remains Unresolved As
Congress Moves on to Tax Reform

MAURICIO CALVO

JOHN SMARRELLI

BILL DRIES

There are so many things that make sense
and yet they are not happening.”
Calvo has been talking with local business leaders who may not be aware of how
many of their employees are covered by
and registered for status under the DACA
executive order. It is not something employers may look for or those applying for
jobs may volunteer information about.
“I think there are people who have
a closet position at least,” he said. “And
for whatever reason, they don’t want to
speak up whether they are for or against.
I think this has risen to the level of civil
rights. We want to raise immigration to
that level where saying no to that becomes
nonsense.”
The order is a pathway to citizenship
for those who entered the country illegally
when they were children – under the age
of 18 – and have been in the country for
at least four years, cleared a background
check and are in the military or college
or have a job.
CBU, under Smarrelli’s leadership,
has sought out “dreamers” – as those enrolled in DACA are known – as part of the
school’s mission. And he acknowledged
that he has encountered resistance in
some civic quarters.
“This whole notion of they are taking
American jobs – untrue,” he said. “They
are not taking federal dollars. These are
dollars that at my university I have raised
from foundations and other individuals
who are willing to support this program.”
“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News,
can be seen on The Daily News Video
page, video.memphisdailynews.com.
Trump’s action on DACA is a second
political wave for local Latinos, the first
being Trump’s election last November
after a campaign in which he repeatedly
said he would repeal DACA on his first
day in the White House. He didn’t do that.
There were several marches locally
around the issue of immigration, spurred

bdries@memphisdailynews.com

With the Republicans admitting defeat
and not voting on Graham-Cassidy, the
latest plan to repeal and replace Obamacare, those on all sides of the immigration reform issue are wondering what may
come next.
As Cassidy-Graham has come and
gone, Congress has moved on to tax
reform. Still pending is a legislative replacement for DACA – Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals – the executive
order issued by former President Barack
Obama that President Donald Trump is
rescinding with a wind-down that started
this month.
“It’s this thing about leaving no option
on the table,” Mauricio Calvo, director
of Latino Memphis, said on the WKNO/
Channel 10 program “Behind The Headlines.”
“The president could have said if you
don’t act on this in six months I’m going
to pull the plug,” Calvo said. “It’s different than pulling the plug and then kicking the can to Congress and a Congress
that, by the way, has not been able to
accomplish anything. They haven’t been
able to accomplish health care reform,
tax reform – many of these things. … It’s
highly unlikely.”
Christian Brothers University president John Smarrelli says he is more optimistic than Calvo.
“We are optimistic that there can be
legislation that will lead to a pathway
to permanent status,” Smarrelli said.
“These are contributing members to our
society. The impact of rescinding DACA
is incredible. It’s billions of dollars at the
federal level. … There is the impact on
the economy.”
“It’s not that I’m not optimistic,” Calvo
responded. “I think when people get too
optimistic we become complacent. …

in part by the first travel ban order covering those from seven predominantly
Muslim countries.
When Trump announced a winddown of DACA this month, effectively giving Congress six months to come up with
a legislative alternative, there were new
protests that involved Latino Memphis.
Tennessee was among the states that
argued DACA was an unconstitutional
executive order and prepared to press the
issue in court. An ultimatum from those
states set the stage for Trump’s action on
the executive order this month.
But Tennessee Attorney General
Herbert Slatery announced as the deadline neared that Tennessee would not
participate in the legal action, although
it believed DACA was not legal. Slatery
said his action was motivated by “a human element.”
“Many of the DACA recipients,
some of whose records I reviewed,
have outstanding accomplishments
and laudable ambitions, which if
achieved, will be of great benefit and

service to our country,” he said in a letter to U.S. Sens. Bob Corker and Lamar
Alexander made public Sept. 1.
Calvo cites various estimates showing
there are 8,000 to 10,000 people in Tennessee who are registered under DACA
out of an estimated 80,000 undocumented
immigrants in the state.
Calvo said what amounts to a new
legislative DACA would not be a form of
amnesty as some critics contend.
“People have to be in the country for
a while. It’s not amnesty. It’s a pathway,”
he said, adding there was fingerprinting
and FBI vetting as well as a requirement
of a work permit.
“Some people don’t want folks to be
here undocumented, but will also block
any effort for them to be documented,”
Calvo said. “When people talk about ‘get
in line,’ this is a perfect example of getting in line. They got in line and did what
they were supposed to do. The president
had to ask for an executive order because
Congress wouldn’t move. So, I think those
conditions are fine.”
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Shafer Hopeful That EPE, FedExForum
Compromise on Whitehaven Arena
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County Commission chairwoman Heidi Shafer says there may be
some kind of compromise still to be made
when it comes to a performance venue at
Graceland in Whitehaven.
Shafer says indications from Elvis Presley Enterprises officials she’s talked with
are that “there is perhaps a way to work it
out collegially.”
The Memphis Grizzlies organization
that runs FedExForum objected to general
plans Graceland announced in August to
build a $50 million, 5,000- to 6,000-seat
performance venue on its Whitehaven
campus to open sometime in 2019.
The Grizzlies cited the no-compete
clause in its contract with the local Sports
Authority to run and manage the forum
that bars city-funded venues of 5,000
seats or more, according to attorneys for
Graceland when they announced last
week they were changing plans for the
arena as a result.
Attorney James McLaren, representing Graceland, told the board of EDGE
– Economic Development Growth Engine
for Memphis and Shelby County – that
he and EDGE attorneys were prepared to
argue that the no-compete clause didn’t
apply to the Graceland venue. But he said
Graceland executives opted not to pursue
the legal point.
Grizzlies officials declined comment
earlier this week when asked to comment
on the controversy.
Graceland’s new plan is a venue with
a smaller seating capacity and no fixed
seats. It will book Graceland-produced
musical reviews exclusively and avoid
national touring acts.
“I was concerned initially with the
very restrictive nature of the no-compete
clause,” said Shafer, who before she was
elected to the commission in 2010 was
part of an unsuccessful effort in 2000 to
put the financing terms of the forum to
voters in a referendum.
“I do think the no-compete clause is
extremely competitive,” she said, citing
the Pyramid in its original form as an
arena as a casualty of the clause.
Part of the deal for the clause, however, was that the Grizzlies would be
responsible for any losses that might be
incurred in the operation of the forum,
which is owned by the city and county
through the Memphis and Shelby County
Sports Authority.
“There has to be some give and take
there,” Shafer said. “FedExForum is doing
well and we’re very glad about that. The
county is pouring millions and millions
into its continued upkeep because we
have it and we want it to be a great structure. But in order to be a good partner,
as the community grows and changes,

we might need to make some
changes and hopefully those
can be done collegially and
memorialized in a contract.”
Until Graceland’s surprise
announcement after Elvis
Week – the annual week-long
set of events marking the anniversary of Elvis Presley’s
death – the idea of a performance venue in Whitehaven,
10 miles north of the 10,000seat Landers Center arena
in Southaven, wasn’t even a
consideration.
The announcement, after
Graceland invested $135 million in an expansion starting

HEIDI SHAFER

last October with the opening
of the $90 million Guest House
at Graceland hotel-resort followed by the March opening
of the $45 million entertainment complex “Elvis Presley’s
Memphis,” stoked the idea
that a venue to fill the indoor
gap between the Orpheum
and FedExForum was possible
on the Memphis side of the
state line.
“I don’t blame the FedExForum people at all for
protecting their interests. But
perhaps there are some ways
we can massage it in there,”
Shafer said of the no-compete

clause. “I don’t think any of
us had really anticipated that
we would get a huge beautiful resort-quality facility by
Graceland. It is a long time
coming and great way to capture tourist dollars.”
But at least for now, Shafer
doubts the county will get
involved.
“This commission’s very
willing to try to hear issues,
anything that is of concern,”
she said. “But the sense we
got is that they thought they
could work it out. Government
certainly isn’t going to intrude
where it doesn’t need to.”

FINANCIAL SERVICES

First Horizon CEO Jordan: Banking
Industry Needs More Consolidation
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The CEO of First Tennessee Bank’s
parent company told attendees of a financial conference in New York City in
recent days that the banking industry
could benefit from more consolidation.
Kind of like First Tennessee’s pending acquisition of Charlotte, North
Carolina-based Capital Bank Financial
Corp. in a $2.2 billion deal that will create the fourth-largest regional bank in
the Southeast.
“I think a more rational industry
results from consolidation,” First
Horizon National Corp. CEO Bryan
Jordan said during the 2017 Barclays
Global Financial Services Conference.
“It’s almost a necessity for the industry
over time, mainly because of just the
cost required to maintain table stakes
in technology or in compliance, those
kinds of things.
“I think it would benefit us as an
industry to have more consistent, and
in some ways, rational competition.
Too much capacity at times drives
behaviors that are less than desirable.”
Consolidation is certainly changing the Memphis banking market.
Nashville-based Pinnacle Bank entered
the Memphis market in 2015 by buying

Magna Bank, and it’s now consistently
ranked among the top three mortgage
lenders in the Memphis area.
First Tennessee, meanwhile, had
a little more than $29 million in assets
in the second quarter, according to the
latest figures from the Federal Reserve
Bank of St. Louis. After the Capital Bank
deal is complete in the fourth quarter,
the combined organization will have
about $40 billion in assets – making
what was already the far and away largest bank in the local market even larger.
First Tennessee’s parent company got almost $2 billion larger in
the second quarter, according to the
Fed numbers, growing from $27.3 billion in assets in the prior-year second
quarter to $29.1 billion. For context
around how dominant the organization is in the Memphis banking market,
that $29.1 billion represents the lion’s
share of the total asset size of the entire
market here – $36.5 billion.
The Fed numbers, meanwhile,
also show improvement across several other key categories during the
quarter for First Tennessee. The bank’s
efficiency ratio during the quarter,
for example, improved from the
year-ago quarter, from 68.04 percent
to 64.95 percent.
That metric is calculated by dividing expenses by total revenue, and with

a figure of 64.95 percent that means the
bank spends almost 65 cents to make
every dollar.
The bank’s total loans are also up.
Over the two second-quarter periods,
the Fed numbers show, they grew from
$18.7 billion to $20.4 billion.
Analysts increasingly like the position the Memphis bank finds itself in.
A Zacks Equity Research note Sept. 18
pointed out that with about $29 billion
in assets, “First Horizon’s strengths
include organic and inorganic growth
strategies, cost control and strong
liquidity position.”
At least right now, the overall
market feels to Jordan a little like it
has every year at this time for the last
few years.
“We’ve seen pretty steady loan
trends,” he said. “We came into the
quarter with very good pipelines, maybe at historic highs. We’ve (also) seen
continued improvement in our credit
quality trends, and we think there’s a
good likelihood that continues for the
foreseeable future.”
Summing it all up, as Jordan sees it
there’s plenty for a bank executive like
him to be satisfied with at the moment.
In his judgment, the economy is doing
better, borrowers are optimistic and in
general they’re doing better than they
were at this time last year.
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Fairgrounds Plan Starts To Come Into
Focus as Proposals Get Addressed
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Aaron Shafer saw the writing on the
wall, so to speak, at the second public gathering toward a redevelopment plan for the
Fairgrounds last week.
Shafer, who is among those leading
the effort toward a city skatepark in nearby
Tobey Park, had been talking up a surf park
– a water park with a wave pool capable of
generating waves for surfing. It was one of
several versions of a water park as part of a
reconfigured Fairgrounds.
But in the meeting room Thursday,
Sept. 21, verbiage on a poster board warned
of the drawbacks of a water park.
“Amusement and water parks typically
need a new attraction every 2-3 years to
keep up profit numbers,” the placard read.
“There is a limited operating season.”
To Shafer, those comments were paramount to ruling out the idea, even though
the administration’s development team
says everything so far is tentative.
“I can take a hint,” Shafer said. “The
message seems clear.”
Meanwhile, Roy Barnes at the Coliseum
Coalition – the group pushing for a restored
Mid-South Coliseum – found on another
placard ideas very similar to his group’s,
calling for the arena to be repurposed as
a “championship” venue to host amateur
sports tournaments, with a multi-use annex
nearby or attached to it.
“We listened to what they were thinking
and we made it part of our plan,” Barnes
said.
But the administration now estimates
the full cost of restoring the coliseum, even
with a smaller 4,999-seat venue, at $37 million – about $7 million more than previous
city estimates and $10 million above the
Coliseum Coalition’s estimate without a $5
million endowment fund.
“We’ve done some due diligence,” said
city Housing and Community Development director Paul Young, who is the point
man on the project. “We’ve heard from
the community. We know the coliseum is
a building that is near and dear to a lot of
people’s hearts. The decision-making factor
is going to be based on the numbers. … We
looked at the demolition cost as kind of a
baseline. The next step is for us to explore
how much revenue can be generated by
the TDZ.”
The Tourism Development Zone (TDZ)
is the three-mile area that includes the
Fairgrounds, Overton Square and much of
a booming Midtown commercial and retail
corridor whose sales tax would be used to
finance the Fairgrounds redevelopment.
The administration expects to have its revenue estimates in a couple of weeks, before
a key Nov. 6 public meeting at which the
administration will unveil its most specific,
but still tentative, Fairgrounds plan.
“At least a proposed plan that we want

to present to the community for final feedback” is how Young described it. The city
wants a final plan in Nashville for approval
by the state Building Commission by the
end of the year.
“It’s time for this community to make a
decision and we want to present something
to the community and give them a baseline
for decision making,” Young said. “In order
to do that you have to have a final plan on
the table.”
On the way to that plan, the city has a
tentative Fairgrounds layout that debuted
last week that includes some familiar elements.
The oldest, continually operating institution on the grounds – the 1930s art deco
school that was once Fairview Junior High
School and is now Maxine Smith STEAM
Academy and Middle College High School,
would get a new gymnasium behind the
Kroc Center, its neighbor, also facing East
Parkway.
The school would remain but the
gymnasium, currently east of the school
proper, would be demolished opening up
Central Avenue frontage for commercial
retail development.
Further east on Central, a hotel shows
up next to the Children’s Museum of Memphis property.
Shelby County Schools athletic fields
now on Central Avenue on the other
side of the hotel are labeled as a “tactical
development” area in the site plan. The
layout shows an outdoor sports area in the
southwest corner of the Fairgrounds area
along East Parkway where the Libertyland
amusement park once was.
The city is also considering a “junkyard
museum” that surfaced in the plans of prior
city administrations, although no location
is shown on the tentative layout. The museum would be interactive, similar to the
St. Louis city museum.
“We think that it’s a creative use of
space,” Young said of such a museum.
“We’re trying to identify where that may
be possible. What you see today is really us
trying to organize the ideas that have come
out since we stated this process a month
and a half ago and make it fit to the extent
possible.”
What that will look like in November
depends on TDZ revenue estimates.
As different groups advocating a particular piece of the redevelopment pitched
their ideas one more time, Orange Mound
residents also turned out to fill out questionnaires also available online at www.
memphisfairgrounds.com.
The questions are basic.
“Do you think it’s important to replace
the sports fields on Central and the Fairview
School gym if that space is needed for retail
stores?” and “Is the city of Memphis headed
in the right direction with the concepts on
the site map?”
“What I see is a future for this area,” said
Richard Tate of Orange Mound as he filled

(memphisfairgrounds.com)

a questionnaire out. “I hope they keep the
coliseum. I hope they get some parking and
also, I would like to see them renovate the
track-and-field area.”
Another Orange Mound resident answered questions read to her, including
one rating the importance of a swimming
pool at the Fairgrounds or some kind of
water feature.
“How many times are you going to
swim?” she replied, indicating it was not
very important to her.
Tate had a different view.
“Those are for kids,” he said. “You can’t
leave them out of the planning.”
An earlier plan during Mayor A C Wharton’s administration emphasized regional
and national amateur sports tournaments,
with proceeds from a hotel for those traveling to the tournaments helping pay for
improvements.
The heavy emphasis on money led
some to question whether the facilities
would be available for use by Memphians.
Mark Ravi of the Coliseum Coalition
said public use is an essential factor in the
plan he wants to see.
“A lot of this stuff is happening because

people are so far removed and not connected to the city,” he said. “It would be
something that would bring everybody
back into the city.”

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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G OV E R N M E N T

Memphis Public Libraries Launch
Campaign To Showcase Services
K. DENISE JENNINGS
Special to The Memphis News

At a time when it might seem
that the usefulness of public
libraries is waning, they are
reemerging as 21st century community hubs — democratic spaces where people from every walk
of life can encounter humanity,
the elusive element technology
cannot conquer.
To convince the community
that they are more than just book
depositories, Memphis Public

Libraries launched a new “Start
Here” campaign Sept. 1 to coincide with National Library Card
Sign-Up Month.
The campaign is the fruit of
an initiative launched in 2012
and funded by The Memphis
Public Library Foundation in
conjunction with Friends of
the Library. “Design thinking”
agency Little Bird Innovation
and Memphis-based creative
communications consulting firm
DCA were tapped to research
what the library was already
doing and design a communica-

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Sunday, October 15th, 2017 @ 2:00 PM
Property Location: 114 Hillvale Dr., Waverly, TN 37185

Richland Harbor

Cordova branch librarian Hollye Ferguson helps two of the library's patrons. The Memphis Public
Libraries have implemented a new marketing and communications strategy to highlight the various
services offered by the system. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

A SCENIC RETREAT!

Spacious Waterfront Home
on 5 +/- Acres!
2 PERMITTED DOCKS
With Year Round Deep Water!

REAL ESTATE DETAILS: This 2,056 Sq. Ft. Spacious Home Has A Wonderful
View Of Kentucky Lake Located In Richland Harbor. It Is Set Up For Season
Or Year Round Living. The Home Features A Living Room, Eat-In Kitchen With
Double Ovens, Formal Dining Room, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Sunlit Florida Room,
And Large Laundry Room. The Master Suite Comes Complete With A Sitting
Area. This Property Is Set Up For Entertaining With It’s 3 Separate Outdoor
Entertaining Areas And Wet Bar Area. Perfect For Relaxing And Enjoying the
Wonderful Views. This Property Also Offers a 2 Car Detached Carport, 30’ X 40’
Garage That Opens On Both Ends With Concrete And Electric, And a Storage
Shed With Parking Area.
2 Permitted Docks Are Included With This Property. The Docks Are Joint
Ownership And Will Transfer. The Docks Have Year Round Water.

LOCATED NEAR WAVERLY
COURT SQUARE & RESTAURANTS!
OFFERS ACCEPTED PRIOR TO AUCTION!
REAL ESTATE OFFERED AT 2:00 PM! AUCTION HELD ON SITE!

VISIT HARRISAUCTIONS.COM FOR COMPLETE LISTING DETAILS & PHOTOS!
REAL ESTATE TERMS: 15% Down Day Of Sale Balance In 30 Days. A 10%
Buyer’s Premium Will Be Added To The Final Bid & Included In The Contract
Price. Buyer Will Be Required To Sign A Lead Based Paint Disclosure Waiving
The Opportunity To A 10 Day Post Sale Inspection. Make Inspections Prior To
Date Of Sale.

tions plan to get the word out in
a fresh way.
The campaign is not so much
about reinventing the library as
it is better communicating all
the programs and opportunities
that are available, and showcasing the diversity of programs at
each individual neighborhood
branch, said Keenon McCloy,
director of the Memphis Public
Libraries (MPL) system.
Researchers from Little Bird
Innovation were embedded
into the libraries and their communities for six months, talking
to patrons, seeking out former
patrons and people who don’t
use the library at all in an effort
to objectively find out if libraries
are a nicety or a necessity.
“We wanted to know — how
essential are we?” McCloy said.
“What we discovered is that we
continue to be essential as a last
bastion of democracy and that
the library was more, or at least
as, relevant today as it every was.
“One of the biggest things
we’ve learned is the importance
of human interaction and the
impact we are able to have on
customers as compared to interacting with Google,” she said.
“There’s something meaningful,
transformational and impactful
about interacting with our space
and the expert librarians.”
DCA overhauled the MPL
website and created 18 separate

Facebook pages for each library
branch to better serve those
neighborhoods by communicating branch-specific events and
programming.
“We worked with the (MPL)
IT team to adjust the site to more
reflect how users interact, and
implemented four navigation
bars with drop-down menus that
make it easy to search for programs and schedules,” said Doug
Carpenter, principal of DCA.
Through Facebook locations,
DCA created a platform for the
individual branches to grow their
audience and share events while
also tagging the MPL’s main site.
MPL has broken down its
youth services into children and
teen services, since each group
needed its own space and vibe.
Both will continue to be served
by the same staff, but library
hours have been expanded, and
10 branches have reopened on
Fridays after being closed on that
day for years.
The Start Here campaign
is spotlighting high-priority
programs like Cloud 901, a
$2,175,000 dedicated teen space
which opened in 2015 in the
Benjamin L. Hooks Central Library that offers programs with
expertise from Memphis professionals from the city’s thriving
music, logistics and entrepreneurial industries. Programming
sponsored by Memphis-based

companies like FedEx Corp. and
AutoZone Inc. are teaching kids
skills in areas like science, technology, engineering, music and
visual arts, and math (STEAM).
Cloud 901 even offers programs that help kids learn how to
parlay those skills into a sustainable career. Specific resources
range from help writing and
pitching a business plan to giving musicians access to a free,
full-service recording studio
designed by Boo Mitchell, an
accomplished musician, owner
of Royal Studios and a longtime
Memphis Public Library patron.
While engaging the city’s
youth has always been a big target of MPL, there is something
for patrons of all ages including job and career services and
access to technology. MPL has
more than 840 computers and
100 Apple products available
for patrons to check out. Coworking spaces complete with
more electronic resources have
been added, and professional
services like free legal advice are
available.
“It’s pretty overwhelming
what all is offered,” McCloy
said. “There’s an entry point for
everyone here.”
It’s been said that all great
cities have great libraries, and
the city of Memphis takes its
libraries continued on P32
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Arlington Election Decided, Other
Political Milestones on Horizon
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

With the Arlington vote count
in and awaiting certification from
the Shelby County Election Commission, it would seem a light
election year in Shelby County
is over.
The municipal elections were
the only regularly scheduled elections in local politics this year.
The Arlington votes were
preceded by special elections for
a vacant seat on the Lakeland City
Commission and a vacant state
House seat representing part of
Shelby County.
There could be a third special
election depending on the timing
of the coming U.S. Senate vote on
the nomination of state Senate
Republican Leader Mark Norris
of Collierville to the federal court
bench.
If Norris is confirmed and
resigns his seat in the Legislature
before Nov. 6, there will be a special election, according to Shelby
County Elections Administrator
Linda Phillips. If he is confirmed

and resigns on or after Nov. 6,
the state Senate seat would go
on the ballot during a regularly
scheduled election in 2018. And
the Shelby County Commission
would appoint someone to fill
Norris’ seat until then and represent the Senate district in the
Legislature when it resumes in
January in Nashville.
Meanwhile, candidates in
the May 2018 county election
primaries can begin pulling
qualifying petitions on Nov. 17
for the ballot.
Two Arlington aldermen were
re-elected Thursday, Sept. 21, in
municipal elections and a third
incumbent alderman was upset
by his challenger. And a fourth,
outgoing interim alderman was
elected to the Arlington School
Board.
The Arlington elections drew
a total of 1,112 voters – early
and election day – for a turnout of 13.6 percent in the city of
8,150 voters.
The four aldermen seats and
three school board seats on the
ballot were for citywide positions. There are no district seats

on either body.
Cheryl Pardue claimed the Alderman Position 2 seat by virtue
of being unopposed at the filing
deadline earlier this year. She is
filling the seat held by interim
alderman Hugh Lamar.
Lamar won the only contested race for school board of
the three on the ballot Thursday,
defeating contender Jill Yelland.
With both of the two Arlington precincts reporting, the
unofficial final returns for school
board Position 3 were:
Lamar 566
Yelland 513
Scott Benjamin claimed the
open Position 1 school board
seat, running unopposed.
Incumbent school board
member Dale Viox also ran unopposed for school board Position 5.
Meanwhile, incumbent Position 6 alderman Brian Thompson
lost his re-election bid by 57 votes
to challenger Jeremy Biggs.
With all (both) precincts reporting, the unofficial final returns in that race were:

Now that the county’s only scheduled election of 2017 is over, there
are other political milestones on the horizon in Shelby County
politics before the new year begins.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
Biggs 564
Thompson 507
Position 4 incumbent alderman Oscar Brooks Sr. held off
challengers Thomas D. Reyes and
Marshall Veitenheimer to win a
new term of office.
The unofficial final returns
were:
Brooks 585
Reyes 416
Veitenheimer 36

Position 5 incumbent alderman Harry McKee overcame
challenger Mark Strausser.
The unofficial final returns
were:
McKee 621
Strausser 471
The other two aldermen positions and the remaining two
school board seats, as well as the
Arlington mayor’s office, are on
the ballot in 2019.

MEDIA

Gannett Moves Another Commercial Appeal Operation
To Nashville, Jackson, Resulting in More Jobs Eliminated
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Leadership at The Commercial Appeal has told employees
that the Gannett-owned paper
hopes to have news by the end
of the year on the sale of its
building at 495 Union Ave.,
which was put on the market
this year in tandem with a series
of other cost-cutting moves.
Employees were told there’s
no indication of where the paper would relocate yet but that

the company hopes to have an
agreement in hand by year’s
end, sources familiar with the
discussions said.
That news was shared as
part of a town hall-style meeting Wednesday, Sept. 27, during
which employees were also told
the newspaper’s packaging
services that include its mailroom operations will move to
Nashville and its digital printing
operations to Jackson, Tenn.,
resulting in a loss of 55 jobs.
In general, the mailroom is
where the pre-printed advertisements are inserted into the

newspapers and where they’re
prepared for distribution. The
move is expected to happen in
early January, according to the
CA, and the job cuts will occur
at the end of this year.
CA president Mike Jung
has said the relocation won’t
affect any CA delivery times of
its products and that affected
employees will be able to apply
for positions at the company’s
Nashville facility.
Among other recent changes at The CA, Tiger football beat
reporter Tom Schad is leaving
the paper, as is CA director of

digital media Danny Bowen,
who’s leaving to take a job with
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.
The latest changes come
about a week after the impact
of another company-wide restructuring at Gannett was felt
in The CA newsroom.
After delivering notice to
The CA’s employee union earlier this month about a coming
reduction in force, the company let two more employees
go about a week ago. That’s
after Gannett’s announcement
earlier this month it would trim

its headcount by a little less
than 1 percent, and among
those cut last week in Memphis
was longtime reporter Kevin
McKenzie.
That was less of a blow
than a reduction in March that
saw Gannett slash 20 positions out of 64 in the CA newsroom, a 31 percent reduction
in one day.
Other changes this year,
meanwhile, have included
moving the CA’s printing operation to Jackson, Tenn., as
well as putting its building up
for sale.
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Election Season Opens With Ford's
Commission Bid, Lenoir's Mayoral Bid
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Campaign season for local, state and
federal offices on the 2018 ballot has
started.
On Wednesday, Sept. 27, Memphis
City Council member Edmund Ford Jr.
kicked off his bid for the Shelby County
Commission at the offices of an East
Memphis law firm. Meanwhile, Shelby
County Trustee David Lenoir rallied supporters in advance of formally kicking
off his bid for Shelby County Mayor at a
Thursday, Sept. 28, announcement.
Candidates for non-judicial county
offices on the ballot, starting with the May
2018 primaries, cannot pull qualifying
petitions until Nov. 17.
Ford is running in the Democratic
primary for the District 9 commission
seat currently held by his cousin Justin
Ford, who is term-limited at two terms
and cannot seek re-election next year.
Edmund Ford is also term-limited and
cannot seek re-election to the council in
the 2019 city elections.
“I plan on working hard,” Ford told a
group of 30 people in a conference room
at the Farris Bobango and Branan Law
Offices. “Many of you know me and you
know that I’m not a virgin to work. You
know it is something that has been instilled in me from the beginning.”
A member of the Ford family has held
a seat on the county commission since
1994 when James Ford was elected to the
body, with the exception of an interim
appointment of Edith Moore to the commission in 2010 as Joe Ford was appointed
interim county mayor. Justin Ford, Joe
Ford’s son, was elected to the commission later that same year and re-elected
in 2014.
A member of the Ford family has held
a seat on the Memphis City Council since
John Ford, brother of Joe Ford and uncle
of Justin Ford and Edmund Ford Jr., was
elected to the body in 1971.
Edmund Ford Jr. was introduced by
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland. The two
were on opposite sides in the 2015 race
for Memphis Mayor with Strickland challenging incumbent Mayor A C Wharton
and Ford a vocal backer of Wharton’s
re-election effort.
“The county commission will benefit
greatly from Edmund Ford Jr.,” Strickland
said.
Should Ford win the commission seat,
the council would appoint a replacement
for what would be a year and four months
left in his city term of office. County
elected terms of office start Sept. 1.
“There are a few things that I am working on now that I plan on working on as I
go – I call it political matriculation – after
I go to the other side,” Ford said.

Those projects include a
summer jobs program that
doubles as career training for
more teenagers and young
adults as well as more funding,
private and/or government,
to deal with opioid addiction and a Veteran’s Home in
Memphis.
Council members who
become county commissioners is unusual but not unheard
of. James Ford, Shep Wilbun,
Michael Hooks Sr. and Bill
Gibbons have all done both –
Wilbun and Ford from council
seats as Edmund Ford is attempting.

City Co uncil me mbe r
Brent Taylor was appointed
to a vacancy on the County
Commission.
And going the other way,
county commissioner Minerva
Johnican was elected to the
City Council. Council member Oscar Edmonds served
on the Shelby County Quarterly Court, the predecessor
to the County Commission,
before being elected to the
City Council.
Lenoir’s announcement
Thursday following an event
with supporters at the home of
Shelby County Schools board

member Billy Orgel makes formal his bid for county mayor
in the May Republican primary.
Incumbent Republican
county mayor Mark Luttrell
is term limited. And Lenoir is
serving his second and final
term as Trustee under county
term limits. In the last four
years, Lenoir has maintained
an aggressive schedule of public appearances as Trustee.
The meetings and other appearances find Lenoir
talking about the job of the
Trustee and the county’s financial position without ever

mentioning the coming bid
for county mayor. But the appearances have also helped to
build Lenoir’s name recognition countywide.
That will change with
Thursday’s announcement
with Lenoir overtly campaigning in a Republican primary
field that so far includes Shelby County Commissioner
Terry Roland and Juvenile
Court Clerk Joy Touliatos.
Former county commissioner
Sidney Chism is the only declared candidates so far in
the Democratic primary for
county mayor.

H E A LT H CA R E

Jimmy V Foundation Supports St. Jude
Scientist's Research With $200K Grant
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Dr. Mark Hatley, a pediatric oncologist at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, is on the front lines of trying
to change the fact that almost 2,000
children die of cancer each year in
the U.S.
September is Pediatric Cancer
Awareness Month, but Hatley is acutely
aware every day of the scope of the
problem confronting researchers and
scientists like him. That’s because his
research at St. Jude is focused on a
specific pediatric tumor, rhabdomyosarcoma – the most common soft tissue
cancer in childhood.
The thing about it that especially
vexes Hatley and the team working with
him is that treatments for this type of
tumor haven’t really improved survival
rates at all in at least 30 years. Surviving
children also often suffer from lifelong
disfigurement as a result of the aggressive treatment that accompanies the
tumor.
“Despite everything we’ve done,
none of the treatments have improved
survival – actually, we’re still using the
treatments discovered here at St. Jude
in 1971,” he said. “So we haven’t really
made the progress we want to. That
irritates me.”

He and his team are poised to
change that, thanks to funding from a
private foundation – the V Foundation
for Cancer Research. The V Foundation, founded in 1993 by ESPN and
the late basketball coach Jim Valvano,
has awarded more than $170 million in
cancer research grants.
One of the grants the foundation
awards is its V Scholar Grant, which is
a two-year grant of $100,000 per year.
It supports young tenure-track faculty
early in their cancer research careers.
Hatley is a 2016 V Scholar, and the
funding from that is being used to support a research program in his lab at St.
Jude to drill down into the core of the
tumor and look for vulnerabilities that
can be exploited.
Hatley and his team are developing
new model systems that more closely
resemble a patient’s tumors, which can
be used to test novel treatments.
V Foundation CEO Susan Braun
told The Daily News this is the kind of
work the foundation exists to support.
“We launched a campaign about
four years ago to raise $200 million
by 2020, and one of the things we did
then was to look at what are the areas
of either most significant need or where
we believe our funds could really help
move the needle,” she said. “Two of
those were pediatrics and immunology, so this year we’ve really made a

big dent in both.
“This has been part of my heart’s
work for 25 years. It is so, so important
to me that we try to better understand
cancer so we can cut it off at the knees,
essentially. I lost my college roommate,
I’ve had friends who’ve lost children
– I just feel like we’ve got to do more.
And fortunately there are great people
working to raise the funds and doing
outstanding research tirelessly.”
Hatley, meanwhile, says St. Jude
has begun the tedious work of analyzing the DNA structures of all kinds of
tumors. His team is especially focused
on learning what makes a particular
one grow, which they hope leads them
in turn to figuring out a way to stop it.
“I have a laboratory here at St. Jude
and three postdoctoral fellows that
work with me,” he said. “I have two
staff scientists that work with me, and
also at St. Jude we have a collaborative
group across our cancer center. It’s a
giant group of people working together.
“Having (groups) like the V Foundation that support cancer research is absolutely pivotal, especially in pediatric
cancer where it’s even more difficult to
get government funding. Because this
disease I study only affects 350 kids a
year in the U.S. So you really rely in
pediatric cancer on a lot of foundations
like the V Foundation to help fund our
research.”
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T R A N S P O R TAT I O N

Memphis Making Strides In Increasing
Transit Options, Stakeholders Say
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis’ desire to land Amazon’s multibillion-dollar second headquarters faces
several headwinds. While many critics have
pointed to the city’s insufficient labor pool
and lack of direct flights to the West Coast
as the most likely deal breakers, Memphis
lags behind many of the consensus top
contenders in another area: connectivity.
Hiding amongst the requests for tax
incentives and workforce requirements,
Amazon’s Sept. 7 request for proposals
asked all interested metropolitan areas to
list all of their connectivity options, including “sidewalks, bike lanes, trams, metro,
bus, light rail, train, and additional creative
options to foster connectivity between
buildings/facilities.”
When this caveat is considered, it’s
seems to not be a coincidence that all of
the cities considered serious contenders
to land the $5 billion jackpot are known for
their variety of transit options.
For example, Chicago, Illinois, which
the Brookings Institution listed as a top
contender for Amazon’s so-called HQ2, was
also listed as the most bike-friendly city in
the U.S. last year by Bicycling Magazine.
But it doesn’t end there. Denver, San
Francisco, New York, Austin, and Washington, D.C. – all of which have all been
listed at some point as serious contenders
for the new Amazon headquarters – all
rank within the top 15 slots on that list.
Seattle, Washington – Amazon’s birthplace
– ranked fifth.

“

What we're seeing is a
strong connection between
corporate recruitment
and what I would refer
to as good urban design
principles.”
–Tommy Pacello, Memphis Medical District

Collaborative president

Suzanne Carlson, transportation and
mobility project manager at Innovate
Memphis, said that these types of infrastructure investments and where corporations choose to relocate go hand in hand.
“Chicago has done a terrific job investing in protected bike lanes,” she said. “They
made a commitment to build 100 miles
of bike lane in Mayor (Rahm) Emanuel’s
first term.”
Carlson, who used to live in Chicago,
said the city got a lot of pushback from

Areas of Memphis have established bike lanes that are used regularly, like these along North Parkway, but the city doesn't have
a “full toolkit” of transit options – though it’s making progress, one economic development official says.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

some people who thought bike lanes
weren’t realistic or a practical use of money.
“But then they launched the bike share
and suddenly it made sense,” she added.
Since then, Chicago has been able to
land several major corporate relocations,
including Motorola and McDonald’s, which
are both considered massive victories, even
for one of the largest cities in the county.
However, Carlson added, Memphis is
making strides in catching up to some of
these cities.
“I think Memphis is making some great
moves around bike lanes,” she said. “I think
those investments have been great for business districts.”
Carlson also noted that Memphis’ own
Downtown relocation renaissance, most
notably led by ServiceMaster, is fueled by
the same source as larger metro areas like
Chicago.
“Surveys are showing that younger
workers and high-tech workers value these
types of assets in a city, so my guess is that
companies are moving back Downtown
because they have the assets that draw that
workforce,” she said.
To the east, Memphis Medical District
Collaborative president Tommy Pacello
and his organization have been making
similar strides to create a more walkable,
bike-friendly atmosphere in the formerly
auto-centric neighborhood with the hopes
of bringing in more business to the district.
“What we’re seeing is a strong connection between corporate recruitment

and what I would refer to as good urban
design principles,” he said. “Mixed-use,
mixed-income (neighborhoods) that are
walkable and vibrant really begin to create
the outline for attracting Amazon and other
corporate headquarters.”
Recently, Orion Federal Credit Union
announced their intentions to relocate
their headquarters into the soon-to-berenovated former Wonder Bread factory in
the medical district.
Pacello said that while enhancing the
bike lane infrastructure in Memphis is
important, it’s only one piece to the sustainable transit puzzle.

“It’s all about transit options. Bikes are
just a part of that," he said. “It’s about having a complete set of transportation options
for the employees.”
Those options, he added, include bike
lanes, bike and ride sharing options, pedestrian enhancements and a reliable public
transit system.
“All of that stuff is starting to come together. It’s just that some cities are ahead
of where we are in Memphis, but I believe
we’re doing a really good job of catching
up,” he said. “They have the full toolkit. In
Memphis right now we don’t have the full
toolkit yet, but we’re building it.”
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Crosstown Crossroads
Tower's successful redevelopment now turns to the
surrounding commercial, residential neighborhoods
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Now that Crosstown Concourse is in full operation, the hope is that it spurs new
businesses to open along the Cleveland corridor around it.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

F

or the past 90 years, Crosstown has seen its share of ups
and downs. In the beginning,
it was a shining beacon for the
city’s eastward expansion; at
its height, it anchored several
vibrant and diverse neighborhoods; and at
its lowest, Crosstown became the poster
child for once-great inner-city areas of
Memphis that had deteriorated.
When it finally closed for good in the
early 1990s, the old Sears Crosstown Tower
splintered the neighborhoods surrounding
it. Though life went on for the remaining
residents, the area’s commercial viability
was never the same. One by one, many of
the local businesses on Cleveland Street
were replaced with pay-day loan servicers,
pawn shops or simply became boarded-up
buildings.
For nearly 20 years the art deco highrise, and by extension the surrounding
neighborhoods, were held in limbo, too
beautiful and historic to tear down and too
expensive to realistically retrofit.
Despite the odds, the Sears building was
eventually reborn as Crosstown Concourse

thanks to a collaboration of public and
private contributions that took eight years
to materialize. With the concourse, a sense
of hope as returned to the surrounding
neighborhoods.
Even as building’s renaissance began
to shift from pipe dream to reality, there
was still a lingering sense of uncertainty
surrounding the viability of the project.
But just a month after its official grand
reopening, the giant building is more than
95 percent leased with a mix of office, retail,
residential, medical services and nonprofits
that would have seemed impossible 10
years ago.
The area immediately surrounding
Crosstown Concourse is another story.
Vacant lots and boarded-up buildings stand
out even more against the backdrop of the
rejuvenated vertical urban village. Homes
nearby, though they are almost identical
in age and structure to those in neighborhoods like Evergreen just a few blocks away,
are being sold for a fraction of the $200,000plus their neighbors’ homes are fetching.
It’s a stark reminder that even though
the Crosstown Concourse revitalization

The housing market around Crosstown Concourse has been a mixed bag, but homes
in Vollintine-Evergreen have seen values steadily increase. 
(Memphis News/Patrick Lantrip)

was a resounding success on almost every
front, the job of revitalizing the surrounding
areas has just begun.
Crosstown Arts co-founder Todd Richardson said the project was intentionally
designed to foster growth outside of the
Concourse, even though his organization
doesn’t control the fate of land surrounding it.
“It is 1.2 million square feet, but we only
have about 65,000 (square feet) of retail in
the building,” Richardson said. “For us, it
was a very intentional thing to do from the
beginning, because we didn’t want to put
everything in the building, have it become
successful and nothing happen in the
neighborhood.”
A similarly massive former Sears building from the jazz-age in Atlanta was redeveloped into the Ponce City Market, he
noted, which has 350,000 square feet of
retail inside.
“The hope (with Crosstown) is once
there is 3,000 people who are here every
day, that spurs development across the
street,” Richardson said.
When selecting new tenants for Cross-

town Concourse, Richardson said one
of the goals was to curate a collection of
businesses and organizations that brings
together a cross-section of the city in terms
of demographics.
“You have the headquarters of nexAir,
next to Church Health, next to Crosstown
Arts, next to Methodist Healthcare, so the
people who are coming and going at Concourse are a really diverse group of folks
generationally, professionally, economically,” he said. “So if retail responds to the
demands of the people, our hope is that
by putting such a diverse group of people
together at Concourse it inspires an equally
diverse range of retail across the street.”
When it comes to attracting those
businesses, Richardson said it is less about
growing something new, and more about
renewing it to what it was.
Another former Sears building, redeveloped as the Midtown Exchange in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, is probably the
closest example of the type of success
Richardson said they are looking to achieve
in Memphis.
“That building is in a neighborhood
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Various buildings surrounding Crosstown Concourse are vacant and blighted. The vertical urban village was designed with minimal retail so it can have a significant
economic impact on the neighborhood, but real estate brokers say an intentional, guided approach to commercial development is called for.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

called the Phillips neighborhood,”
he said. “(It’s) very similar to
Crosstown in terms of its proximity to downtown, the diversity
of the neighborhood and what
happened after Sears.”
In the Midtown Exchange
development, most of the office
space was taken by anchor-tenant
Allina Health, which relocated
its headquarters into the building, creating a medically-driven
developmental ripple effect into
the surrounding neighborhood.
One of the most notable elements of the Midtown Exchange
is the Midtown Global Market,
which is a 75,000-square-foot
food/retail space that brings together all of the different cultures
in the Phillips neighborhood.
“Because of a similar approach to thinking about multiple
points of entry, if you will, from a
price point standpoint, they have
really been able to retain a lot of
the authenticity of the different
cultures in the area,” he said.
“It’s less about growing it to be
something new, and more about
renewing it to be what it was.”
IF YOU BUILD IT,
THEY WILL COME
What happens along Cleveland Street is extremely important

to the future of the surrounding
area and the project as a whole,
says Darrell Cobbins, president
and founder of Universal Commercial Real Estate.
“Coming from the north and
south (on Cleveland), those gateways are the primary arteries to
get to the building, so I think long
term, those need to be enhanced
into entities that are complementary to the neighborhoods.”
It is crucial for development
along this corridor to be intentional and deliberate, he added,
with community stakeholders,
developers and city leaders all
working together to mitigate
the possible unintended consequence of gentrification.
“I think that process is very
important to ensure that the
neighborhood and community
remains true to its history and
character and does not fall prey
to gentrification,” Cobbins said.
“I think that’s a question mark
and concern for a lot of people
post-Crosstown.”
Cobbins also said an intentional, guided approach can help
keep development in the area
from stalling outside of the main
investment, citing the FedExForum and Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital as nine-figure invest-

ments that were undoubtedly
successful in their own right, but
failed to create change in their
immediate vicinities as quickly as
many would have hoped.
“What the lesson is to me,
is that you can put $200 million
in one location and for 10 years,
nothing may change around it,”
he said. “You can’t just sit back
and think that it’s going to happen on its own. Now that we got
thousands of people coming in
every day and all of those retail
operations open on that site, what
tools, incentives, planning and
piggyback investments need to
occur so we’re not sitting here 10
years from now wondering what
may come down the pipeline.”
Shawn Massey with the Shopping Center Group is another
real estate broker with ties to the
Crosstown Concourse. He said
some problems with renovating
properties along the Cleveland
corridor stem from some property
owners being unreasonable in
their prices.
“Many of the retailers we
unfortunately had to turn away
from Crosstown Concourse would
make excellent neighbors in the
community,” Massey said.
The Crosstown development
team intentionally kept retail op-

erations in the building below 6
percent to push retail growth into
the surrounding neighborhood,
but some current property owners
are not willing or financially able
to rehab their buildings to make
them feasible for retailers.
“As the buildings sit empty,
people get realistic that their profit
expectations will not be met and
they finally settle at a reasonable
price,” Massey said. “But the
community hurts while you wait
it out.”
A HOUSE DIVIDED
When it comes to retail, density and demographics are two
of the biggest driving factors.
Crosstown is one of the most
racially, generationally and socioeconomically diverse areas in the
city, so many people view what’s
happening at the Concourse as a
microcosm of the city as a whole.
“I think Midtown in and of
itself is known for being sort of a
mixed-income community, but
I think especially when you get
over into that Crosstown area,
there are some very intriguing demographics that occur,” Cobbins
said. “There is a large immigrant
population, working class, middle
class, and upper-income folks all
within less than a mile, maybe

even a quarter mile radius of that
location. So I really believe that it
could be a testing ground for some
really unique initiatives.”
To the east of Crosstown lies
the Evergreen Historic District,
which unlike some of the other
surrounding neighborhoods,
remains a prominent, thriving
area, due in part to its proximity
to Overton Park and its stock of
historic Gatsby-era mansions.
North of Evergreen lies the
Vollintine-Evergreen neighborhood. It has remained relatively
steady over the years by avoiding
the extreme economic highs and
lows some neighbors experienced, and is currently seeking
historical preservation status
from the Memphis Landmarks
Commission.
To the north and west of the
Concourse lies the communities
of Speedway Terrace, Klondike
and Smokey City, which, in many
ways, were hit hardest by Sears’
departure.
U.S. Census data from 2010
shows the population breakdown
in the 38112 ZIP code, which is
mostly north and east of the Concourse encompassing VollintineEvergreen, at 52.9 percent Africancrosstown continued on P32
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Opera Memphis Launches Effort To
Increase Diversity of Its Audiences

“

The McCleave Project
is about two things:
celebrating the past and
creating a more equitable
future.”
–Ned Canty, Opera Memphis general manager

Opera Memphis’ Shawnette Sulker performs “The Telephone,” a one-act opera comedy, at the Memphis Slim House during the
2017 McCleave Project. The project is a series of free performances aimed at encouraging a conversation about how to close
the racial gap in the demographics of its audience. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

middle- and upper-class who are not attending the opera either. Poverty doesn’t
explain that.”
Through the community conversations and performances of “The Telephone,” Opera Memphis hopes to spark
an ongoing discussion about how best to
serve minority communities in Memphis.
The organization says that discussion in
turn will shape not only future engagement but also the creation of a McCleave
Fellowship for singers, directors and
coaches of color.
Inspired by the project’s namesake
– who worked to spread a love of opera
to young African-American Memphians

ute opera “The Telephone” got some
early insight into the larger effort, billed
as Opera Memphis’ McCleave Project.
The performances included post-show
community conversations, part of what
Opera Memphis sees as an extended listening period to help it get at the answers
it’s looking for.
The project takes its name from Florence Cole Talbert McCleave, a soprano
opera singer who in 1927 became the
first African-American woman to sing
the title role of “Aida” in Europe. When
she moved back to the U.S., though, she
found few opportunities for minorities on
the opera stage.
She moved to Memphis with her
husband in 1930 and started teaching
voice out of her home on Vance Street.
She wanted the community to have access to high-caliber singers, so she began
recruiting artists to sing at what is now
LeMoyne-Owen College.
“The McCleave Project is about two
things,” Canty said. “Celebrating the past,
and creating a more equitable future.
Honoring Madame McCleave does the
first, and the conversations around her
legacy allow us to begin the second.
“We in Memphis have a special and
vital role in ensuring that the national
pipeline for opera artists has a spectrum
of opportunities for people of color. Not
just singers, but directors, conductors and

at a time when the Metropolitan Opera
was touring in Memphis in a white-only
venue – Canty said the effort will look
beyond the people already involved with
the organization.
“We need to get out of our offices,”
Canty said, and ask “tough questions and
seek honest feedback, whether or not we
like the answers.”

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The typical opera company busies
itself with the normal things you might
imagine – staging lavish productions, selling tickets and working to fill impressive
venues with as many patrons as possible.
It’s the nature of the beast, having to
support something of a business and a
going concern around an art form whose
audiences tend to be a bit more affluent
and have high expectations for the work
they’re coming to see.
Which makes a project Opera Memphis has embarked on in recent days a
bit out of the norm, to say the least. The
company, under the leadership of general director Ned Canty, is hard at work
on the usual things, like its 30 Days of
Opera initiative under way this month.
But it’s also begun taking a hard look at
itself – and asking tough questions about
itself to figure out why its audience isn’t
more diverse.
And the company is seeking input
from the community about how to close
the racial gap in its audience demographics, to make them more reflective of the
demographics of the city it calls home.
Opera-lovers in Memphis who attended recent showings of the 20-min-

Tiegst Ameha, Opera Memphis’ McCleave Project manager, directs a question-andanswer session with the audience following a performance at the Memphis Slim
House. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

administrators as well.”
The community conversations are
part of the first phase of the McCleave
Project. Previous efforts along these lines
– of the opera community trying to tackle
its own racial gap – have focused, Canty
says, mostly on class and poverty as the
root cause.
Memphis, though, has a “vibrant black
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Run For U.S. Senate Could Be
Next On Haslam's To-Do List

SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

Gov. Bill Haslam usually gives an answer to every question, even if his subjects
and verbs don’t agree. But when it comes
to a potential run for the U.S. Senate, he
stumbles.
In fact, his response was almost inaudible just a week before his pal U.S. Sen.
Bob Corker said he wouldn’t seek another
term at the end of 2018.
A second-term Republican, Haslam
recently burnished his conservative credentials with an announcement the state
of Tennessee will renew a work, college
or service requirement for able-bodied
people without kids who receive help
buying groceries with the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP, an
upgrade from the old food stamps.
Asked by reporters in his conference
room why he didn’t take these steps in
2013 or 2014, Haslam says, “I guess you
could argue we could have done it earlier.
But when you hit record low unemployment three months in a row, it becomes
time to look around and say, are we doing
everything the right way? Again, it’s hard
to justify a waiver when you look at where
you are now.”
Queried about whether this is a preview of ambition to run for U.S. Senate,
Haslam laughs and says, “We honestly
think this is the right thing to do. Remember this is how the programs were
designed. This is how the law’s supposed
to work. So how do we, with a straight
face, say, ‘Oh, there’s still extraordinary
circumstances in Tennessee that demand
a waiver.’ So absolutely not.”
But asked if he is ruling out a U.S. Senate run, he laughs again and mumbles,
this time creating sounds with no subject, no verb, indeed, no understandable
words.
Pardon, a reporter asks?
“I love my job,” he responds.
But it’s going to end in January 2019,
one reminds him, which means he has
only 17 months left in office.
“No way. Really?” he says.
He’ll be hanging on the wall of the
State Capitol soon enough, at least his
portrait will. But is his political legacy to
end beside folks such as Phil Bredesen,
Don Sundquist, Ned McWherter, Lamar
Alexander and Ray Blanton? Well, maybe
we should leave Blanton off the list.
Short of 60 years old and with Corker
reeling, then announcing he is leaving
the post, Haslam would be an obvious
candidate for the position.
Haslam’s an extremely popular governor. Dare say he’s more popular than
Corker. Even after leading a push to raise
the gas tax this year to expedite road and

bridge projects statewide (combined with
cuts in several taxes), Haslam maintains
strong standing among Tennesseans.
His reputation for bolstering higher
education and job training to bring more
employers to Tennessee will do more to
build his resume than sticking it to the
poor with a renewal of the work requirement to get $194 a month for food and the
threat of legislation to prosecute people
who sell their EBT cards for drugs and
money.
NO SHOCKER
The pending departure for Corker isn’t
surprising, even though he chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and in
early 2016 appeared to be a front-runner
for Secretary of State, a job he didn’t get.
The Republican senator from Chattanooga couldn’t seem to figure out whether he’s in President Donald Trump’s
corner or not.
In the aftermath of Trump’s dueling
blame of white nationalists and counterprotestors for a deadly rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, Corker questioned the
president’s the “stability” and “competence” to lead the nation. Trump turned
a miffed tweet saying Corker always asks
him whether to run again.
The latest report showed Trump
urging Corker to run for another term,
possibly one reason Corker wants to get
out. Regardless of whether Trump is kicking him to the curb, it sure opens a good
opportunity for Corker to save face and
enter a Tennessee gubernatorial run in
a crowded field – a sort of swap between
Corker and Haslam. He has plenty of time
to qualify, and even though Corker won’t
be able to use a $6.5 million federal war
chest, neither he nor Haslam will have
trouble funding their own campaigns if
necessary.
“When I ran for the Senate in 2006, I
told people that I couldn’t imagine serving for more than two terms,” Corker
says in a statement. “Understandably, as
we have gained influence, that decision
has become more difficult. But I have
always been drawn to the citizen legislator model, and while I realize it is not for
everyone, I believe with the kind of service
I provide, it is the right one for me.
“I also believe the most important
public service I have to offer our country could well occur over the next 15
months, and I want to be able to do that
as thoughtfully and independently as I did
the first 10 years and nine months of my
Senate career.”
That almost sounds like code for, “We
need someone in Washington to make
sure Donald doesn’t hit the red button.
But I’m not going down with the ship.”
Asked if he will be seeking Corker’s
job, Haslam remains non-committal:
“Sen. Corker has served his city, our
state and our country selflessly and with
excellence. He has made a positive difference in the lives of every Tennessean, and
every American.
“Bob has been a close friend for over
40 years. His leadership and wisdom in

the Senate will be missed, but I have complete faith in his judgment and respect his
decision. I look forward to seeing what he
does next.
“Today, I simply offer the thanks of a
grateful state to Bob and his wife Elizabeth
and wish them every blessing in the years
ahead.”
GIVING HASLAM AN OPENING
Meanwhile, look for Republican
state Sen. Mark Green of Clarksville and
Republican U.S. Rep. Marsha Blackburn
of Williamson County to run in Corker’s
place. Their names pop up almost every
time a vacancy appears.
If they do, look for them to split the tea
party-type vote with Andy Ogles, leader of
ultra-conservative Americans for Prosperity - Tennessee, which has made in-roads
since he took charge in 2013.
Conservator benefactor Lee Beaman
is setting up a federal SuperPAC to help
put Ogles in office with a plan to raise $4
million in 13 months and give President
Trump “an ally” in Congress.
“The president needs a Tennessee
senator who will fight to secure our
border, strengthen our national security
capabilities, repeal and replace the failed
Obamacare plan, and cut the taxes and
regulations that are preventing businesses from putting America back to
work and putting more money into the
paychecks of their employees,” Beaman
says in a statement.
Maybe Congress can shift all the
money we save from prosecuting SNAP
thieves into building that wall at the
Mexican border. It might be enough to
print out the paperwork for condemning
one piece of Texas property.
Ogles might have helped defeat
Haslam’s Insure Tennessee proposal
two years ago, but he’ll have to garner
a good deal more support among the
state’s mainstream Republicans, who
want to do more than drawn a swamp.
He’ll be hard-pressed to beat Blackburn
or Green, much less Haslam, leaving a
path for the moderate governor to vault
into the U.S. Senate.
Not to rule out Democratic Senate candidate James Mackler, but he
faces a hard road with little name recognition. It wouldn’t be shocking, either, if one of Tennessee’s blue mayors were to run, Chattanooga’s Andy
Berke, Knoxville’s Madeline Rogero
or even Nashville’s Megan Barry, still a
tough task in a red state.
While this is all getting sorted out,
the governor might as well own up to the
idea he wants the seat of his old friend
Corker, who was mayor of Chattanooga
(If not Corker, then Sen. Lamar Alexander
in 2020). After eight years as the mayor of
Knoxville and nearly eight as Tennessee
governor, Haslam doesn’t need to muffle
his words. As the crazy comedian, Sam
Kinison used to scream, “Just say it!”
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter for the Nashville Ledger. He can
be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.

COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Some investors get restless when they don’t
see big short-term returns, but columnists
Ray and Dana Brandon say having realistic
expectations is necessary to achieve success
in the financial markets.

RANDY HUTCHINSON

GUEST COLUMN

Despite all the warnings and advice, a record
15.4 million people were the victims of identity theft in 2016. And many cases of identity
theft arise from the ever-growing number of
data breaches.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

Many people wait for a sign it’s time to
change jobs. However, columnist Mary C.
McDonald says the guideposts are already
all around you – you just have to know how
to interpret what they say.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Creating an engaging and exciting event
is hard enough for professional event producers. For nonprofits the challenge is even
greater, say columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw,
who share three tips to reach revenue goals
while crafting a memorable experience.

CATHERINE KNOLL

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Mobile devices have become the most-used
way of accessing websites, which is why
making your site mobile-friendly should
be a critical priority for your business, says
columnist Catherine Knoll.
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Always Take
The First
Interview

Taylor Joins Junior Achievement
As VP of Development
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Have you ever received a call from a headhunter or recruiter out of the blue? Sometimes, they’ll call your work phone and leave
a voicemail you weren’t expecting. They’re
recruiting for a new position. It’s one you
haven’t heard about, but they want to speak
to you. You don’t know how they got your
name or phone number. The recruiter says, “I
have a new position I’m trying to fill. I wanted
to reach out to see if you know anyone who
might be interested.”
It’s always a strange call to receive because it’s such a surprise. If you’re like many
people, you may start to run through the list
of friends who “might be interested.” But,
here’s the thing. When the headhunter asks
if you know someone who might be interested, they’re really asking if you might be
interested. It’s a polite way of asking if you
want to be interviewed for the job. They only
want to know if you have a friend if you aren’t
interested.
Once you realize the real question, you’ll
probably try to decide which response to
give. You initially may want to say you aren’t
interested. You aren’t looking for a job right
now. Things are just fine at work. Or, if you are
looking, you may want to say no because you
don’t have enough information. You haven’t
seen a job description. You don’t know how
much the job pays or where it’s located. You
don’t know much about the company.
But when you aren’t looking for a job can
often be the perfect time to find one. It means
things at your current job are probably going
pretty well. And if that’s the case, you’ll have
more leverage if you do land a job offer. You
won’t feel pressured to take something that’s
not the right fit if you have a job that’s going
just fine.
Still not sure if the job is for you? The
best way to find out is to have the interview.
When the recruiter asks if you know anyone,
let them know you would like to learn more.
You would be interested in speaking with the
hiring manager. Then, before you interview,
ask for the job description and research the
company. During the interview, ask questions
to learn more.
Very often, job seekers tell me they don’t
want to waste the company’s time. If the job
didn’t end up being the right fit, they would
feel guilty. But why? The company will interview many candidates who won’t be the
right fit, but they wouldn’t know who to hire
if they didn’t interview them. How is going to
an interview any different? And how will you
know whether or not a job is for you if you
don’t learn more?
One of the best pieces of advice I’ve ever
heard is this: “Always take the first interview.” You really never know where it might
lead you.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Latoria Taylor has been named vice president of
development for Junior Achievement of Memphis and the
Mid-South. She oversees all fundraising and marketing
efforts for the nonprofit, which is dedicated to teaching
children “how business works” and inspiring them to
own their economic success.
Hometown: Memphis

carry a tune!

Experience: Taylor most recently served as vice president for Leadership Memphis. Previously, she served
YWCA of Memphis as director of development and
public relations, and she held
development roles with Girl
Scouts Heart of the South,
the National Civil Rights
Museum and MIFA. She received her undergraduate
degree from Clark Atlanta
University and her MBA from
the University of Memphis.

Who has had the greatest
influence on you and why?
During my time at the National Civil Rights Museum,
Beverly Robertson had a
lasting, positive impact on
me. She always pushed me
to be great and to endure
beyond moments of discouragement. Likewise, David
Williams from Leadership
Memphis influenced me to
tap into my visionary skills.
He is a great leader and advocate of Memphis.

What talent do you wish
you had? Singing. I always
feel the need to be able to

What attracted you to Junior
Achievement? JA realizes
there is no age minimum to

Thaddeus Wilson, a faculty member at
the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, has been elected a fellow of
the American Association of Physicists
in Medicine. The designation honors
members who have distinguished themselves by their contributions in research,
education, or leadership in the medical
physics community. Wilson earned his
Ph.D. in 2000 from the University of Wisconsin. Shortly after, he joined UTHSC,
where he currently serves as an associate professor in the radiology and pharmaceutical sciences departments in the
Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacy.
The Downtown Memphis Commission
has named its 2017 Vision Award honorees, who will be recognized Oct. 4 at the
DMC’s annual meeting. They are: Scott
Crosby, for spearheading the Madison
Avenue Pocket Park; the ServiceMaster
Day of Service Team; Old Dominick
Distillery; Odell Horton; Jay Kumar &
Snay Patel, for developing Hotel Napoleon; and Henry Turley Co.

LATORIA TAYLOR

learn how to be financially
sound. Financial literacy
is so important, and I love
working to further educate
our youth.
What are your goals in your
new position? To heighten
awareness of and support
for JA programs. To continue
building on JA’s rich history
of serving K-12 children in
Memphis for more than 55
years.
What do you consider your
greatest accomplishment?
Seeing my kids graduate
high school and begin their
first year of college. I diligently made regular depos-

David Pickler, founder of Pickler Wealth
Advisors and the American Public Education Foundation, has received an honorable mention for philanthropic excellence in the 11th annual Invest in Others
Awards. The Invest in Others Charitable
Foundation established the awards program to recognize the charitable work
of financial advisers and financial services firms in communities in the U.S.
and around the world. Pickler, a past
president of the National School Boards
Association and former Shelby County
Schools board member, launched the
American Public Education Foundation,
a national nonprofit focused on inspiring K-12 youth, in December 2014.
The American Institute of Criminal
Law Attorneys has named Lorna S. McClusky, co-founder of The Law Office of
Massey McClusky McClusky & Fuchs,
among the 2017 10 Best Criminal Law
Attorneys for Client Satisfaction in Tennessee. Attorneys who are selected to
the “10 Best” list must pass AIOCLA's
selection process, which is based on cli-

its throughout their lives to
ensure that the funds were
available to support their
education. Lessons taught in
the JA curriculum ensure that
more families will have the
resources needed to budget
toward their goals.
What do you most enjoy
about your work? Working
in the community, because
that is what I am called to
do. It brings me joy to see
the light bulbs go off when a
child learns something new.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? Never stop
learning. And smile!

ent and/or peer nominations, research
and the organization’s independent
evaluation.
The Tennessee chapter of the American
Institute of Architects has recognized
Memphis-based archimania with a
Merit Award for its work on Crosstown
Concourse’s Mama Gaia restaurant.
Inc. magazine has included 15 Memphis-area companies on its 2017 Inc.
5000 list, an annual ranking of the fastest-growing private companies in America. They are: Moore Advanced (ranked
No. 138), National Contract Flooring
(425), Redeemers Group (1,249), Simple
Focus (2,314), Clarion Security (2,318),
Monogram Foods (2,578), T-Star Luxury Ground Transportation (2,629),
Premier Property Management Memphis (3,419), Memphis Invest (3,713),
HigherVisibility (3,865), Archer Malmo
(3,951), Executive Speakers Bureau
(3,995), Green Mountain Technology
(4,410), Premier Realty Group (4,578)
and ProTec (4,652).
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Taking It To Another Level: Fall Festival
Lineup Unveiled By Indie Memphis
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

After helping host a preview party
this week that served as the unveiling
of the full lineup of this year’s Indie
Memphis Film Festival, festival executive director Ryan Watt was confident
enough about what’s coming to declare
the organization has taken things to a new
level this year.
“We’ve got some big guests, a more
public function to the festival this year
and then also the programming - I think
it’s one of the strongest we’ve ever had,”
Watt said about this year’s festival, the
20th anniversary edition of the event.
The Indie Memphis Film Festival
presented by Duncan-Williams, Inc. is
set to run Nov. 1-6. The programming
announced this week includes a lineup
of dozens of films and shorts and passes
are on sale now.
Passholders are granted early access
to film tickets starting Sept. 26 before they
go on sale to the general public Oct. 10.
Opening the festival will be Oliver Butler and Will Eno’s “Thom Pain,” starring
actor Rainn Wilson - a fixture on NBC’s
sitcom “The Office.” Wilson will attend
the Memphis screening along with Eno
and Butler.
Wrapping up the event on closing
night will be “Tip of My Tongue,” a documentary from Lynn Sachs, the sister of
film director Ira Sachs.
In addition to the competition films,
there’s also a special salute to independent director Abel Ferrara, who’s coming
to Memphis for a film salute that includes
the 25th anniversary screening of his police thriller “Bad Lieutenant” and a 20th
anniversary screening of “The Blackout.”
Indie Memphis has also added the
world premier of Ferrara’s film “Alive in
France” as well as a performance of his
band Flyz following that screening as well
as at the Hi-Tone on Nov. 5.
The band is made up of Abel's
long time collaborators, the composer Joe Delia, actor and singer Paul
Hipp and Abel's wife and actress Cristina Chiriac. His background singers
"The Dirty Blondes" include PJ Delia and
Mia Babalis.
Also teed up are a special sidebar of
shorts featuring the work of filmmakers
from Saudi Arabia, a block party and a
sneak peak at Craig Brewer’s new television series “The You Look Like Show,”
which features two comics facing off in
an insult battle in which they’re required
to start with “You Look Like…”
On a more serious note, Indie Memphis is also working with the National
Civil Rights Museum to present MLK50,
a special slate of old and new films to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of

RYAN WATT

the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. The films were
also chosen to address the
legacies both completed and
unfinished connected to Dr.
King’s work.

“As far as the programming, MLK50 is a big thing,”
Watt said. “As far as the structure of the festival itself, we’re
also excited about the block
party. We’re shutting down a

block of Cooper Avenue for
three days straight.
“There’ll be a giant 100foot tent in the middle of the
street,” he said. “A huge 24foot screen. For the first time,
this is an event the public can
just walk up to.”
The block party will be
held Nov. 3-5 and will close off
traffic along Cooper between
Union and Monroe Aves.
Among other features of
this year’s festival lineup:
• The Memphis premiere
of “Thank You, Friends: Big
Star’s Third Live … And More.”
It features a cast of musicians like Robyn Hitchcock
and members of R.E.M. and
Wilco. Big Star drummer Jody
Stephens will also be in attendance.
• A series of shorts will

showcase the Memphis Grizzlies fan experience from the
female perspective. The audiences will vote for the winner,
and a discussion will also be
held with women who love
the team.
• Two Saudi filmmakers
are traveling to Memphis for
screenings and talks as part
of the “Desert to the Delta”
cultural exchange, in partnership with the University
of Memphis. The shorts will
highlight the fact that a film
community is growing in the
country with support from
the King Abdulaziz Center for
World Culture arts center in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.
More information about
the festival including details
about the lineup can be found
at IndieMemphis.com.

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

DHL Planning 580,000-Square-Foot
Distribution Facility Near State Line
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

International shipping giant DHL
Supply Chain is planning a massive
new development just north of the
Tennessee-Mississippi state line.
The global logistics division of
Germany’s Deutsche Post DHL Group
is looking to build a 580,000-squarefoot distribution facility on 55 acres of
vacant land east of Tchulahoma Road
and west of Meltech Boulevard on the
northern border of the state line.
The land currently belongs to Belz
Enterprises under the name Southridge
Industrial GP.
Belz sold much of their property in
the area to MDH Partners in 2015 in an
$82 million deal, but elected to keep
the 55-acre parcel along with a 73-acre
tract immediately to the north.
The Shelby County Assessor’s
most recent appraisal of the 55-acre
site values it at $1.6 million, while the

larger parcel to the north is valued at
$1.9 million.
Plans for the proposed DHL site call
also for 405,000 square feet of paved
areas that will include 150 car parking
stalls and 66 trailer parking stalls.
Since the site contains 1.7 acres of
federally regulated wetlands that feed
into Tenmile Creek, DHL will have to
make an in-lieu payment to the Tennessee Wildlife Federation for the 1.3
acres that will be filled. Future expansion plans may affect an additional
0.4 acres of wetlands, according to an
application filed with state environmental officials.
Arco National Construction and
GMA Architects were listed as the
contractor and architect on the project,
according to blueprints obtained by
The Daily News.
DHL considered two other properties for the distribution center project:
5121 Malone Road and 2121 E. Raines
Road.
While the Malone Road location

was deemed an ideal location for a
warehouse, the shipping company
determined that at 38.8 and 8.1 acres,
respectively, both properties were too
small for the type of development being planned.
DHL Express, a separate unit of the
global shipping company, operates a
Memphis service center that nearly
tripled in size when it moved into a
30,000-square-foot facility near Memphis International Airport in early 2016.
The company invested $2.5 million in
the expanded center, located at 3560
Air Center Cove, citing existing and
expected growth through e-commerce
and Mid-South companies' international trading activities.
A DHL Express executive, speaking to The Daily News at the time
of the move, said the new center
would serve as the local hub for
pickup, delivery and sorting operations for international shipments, and would be able to handle
2,500 shipments per hour.
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MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES

Parsons, Grizzlies Hit Reset Button
After Injury-Marred First Season

Chandler Parsons, speaking to reporters during the Grizzlies’ media day event at FedExForum on Monday, Sept. 25, looks to
win fans over after a disastrous first season in which he only averaged 6.2 points a game.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

A much younger Chandler Parsons
would not have liked last year’s $94 million chronically hurt, and painfully ineffective, Chandler Parsons. Not one bit.
Parsons grew up in Orlando and
rooted for the Magic. He loved like a fan.
He hated like a fan.
“Every time Grant Hill got hurt, I got
pissed: ‘This guy’s soft. He doesn’t care.
He makes too much money to be getting
hurt.’”
This was Parsons speaking a day before the Grizzlies opened training camp,
before starting his second season here
following a disastrous first year in which
he averaged just 6.2 points and shot a
woeful 26.9 percent from 3-point range
in 34 wounded-knee games.
You may recall that one of the main
reasons the Grizzlies went out and signed
Parsons was for his 3-point shooting and
offensive versatility. He’s 6-foot-10 and in
theory was going to be able to create for
himself and others, start at small forward,

but also be a great fit at the four when the
Grizzlies wanted to go small.
But that doesn’t work out so well when
you’re basically limping up and down the
court. Last season’s surgery to repair the
torn meniscus in his left knee marked
the third straight year that he had a knee
surgery.
Today, he understands Grant Hill a
lot better.
“I just want to call him and be like,
`Hey, man, my bad.’”
He also says he understands the fans’
frustrations. He also will go to the pro
athlete’s stock line that nobody was as
frustrated as he was. He delivers this
line convincingly and cynics will note
he spends a lot of time in the shadow of
Hollywood.
But listening to him chronicle the details of last year? It feels like his misery was
real – “Chancun” holiday in Mexico or no.
Parsons turns 29 in October and
though his last three NBA seasons have
ended with knee injuries, he says he was
never hurt before then, and came back too
soon last year in part because, “I signed
a big deal.”

“I wanted to play,” he said. “But I
never felt fully right. My body was telling
me no and I wouldn’t listen.”
In truth, that whole scenario had the
look and feel of forces much higher than
Parsons and coach David Fizdale insisting
that he play when it was clear he couldn’t.
That didn’t help anyone, least of all
the injured player.
“I’ve never struggled like that, never
played awful for an extended time,” he
said. “It was different to handle, different
to adjust to … I did a poor job comprehending it. I was frustrated and I was cold
and I was angry.”
As were fans.
At times, even teammates seemed
miffed that Parsons continued to be put
on the floor when he couldn’t contribute
on offense and or stay in front of anybody
on defense.
Now, Parsons says he feels the best he
has in three years and has been playing
five-on-five for several weeks. Point guard
Mike Conley played full-court with him
right before training camp started.
“I was very encouraged when he came
down the middle of the lane and dunked

on two people,” Conley said. “He’s our
X factor.”
That was why the Grizzlies made the
$94 million, four-year investment. They
envisioned Parsons as the missing piece
that would take the offense to a higher
tier. With the departure of half of the Core
Four – Zach Randolph and Tony Allen –
getting production from Parsons is now
more critical than ever.
“I’m not gonna use kid gloves with
him,” Fizdale said. “He’s got to get out
into the fire and hit and bang and test his
body. Training camp, he’s full-go.”
For his part, Parsons says what an NBA
player never does: He’s actually looking
forward to playing in preseason games.
Fans, of course, will have to see more
than Parsons scoring points and draining
threes in no-count exhibitions.
The pile-on-Parsons narrative is deep
and wide at this point. His off-court-life,
which always seems to feature a gorgeous
woman – or two – on his arm and most
recently the purchase of a $10.9 million
Bel Air mansion, makes him a target.
At least during Grant Hill’s prime, he
really didn’t have to worry about social
media. And he wasn’t being pursued by
paparazzi.
“I try and put last year in the past
and move on,” Parsons said. “I definitely
learned a lot from it.” He paused, smiled
a little, “I probably won’t go to Mexico
All-Star weekend.”
Yeah, he does California cool well. But
fans want to see the guy that in January
of 2014 when with the Houston Rockets
knocked down 10 threes against the Grizzlies in a half. He only made 25 threes all
of last season.
“Worst feeling in the world last year …
you feel like you’re letting a lot of people
down,” he said, adding, “it’s gonna be
more fun to turn (fans) around this year
and have them on my side.”
Meantime, he suggests that just because the paparazzi catch him at dinner
with a starlet doesn’t mean he isn’t working hard or doesn’t care about basketball.
“I’m a pretty lovable guy,” he said.
“Anybody that gets to know me never has
a problem with me.”
Memphis fans would like nothing
more than to discover that this is true.
But for $94 million, “lovable” is more
of a metric than a feeling: playing almost
every game, averaging about 15 points,
and shooting at least 38 percent from
distance.
A much younger Chandler Parsons
would accept nothing less.
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SPORTS

High-Def Experience Await Grizzlies, Tigers Fans
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

The Memphis Grizzlies recently held a small reception
at FedExForum to show off improvements, and the biggest one
– literally – was a new video board
hanging over the court that offers
four times the amount of display
space as the previous scoreboard.
“About 3,000 square feet of
LED, 156 feet in circumference,”
said Eric Granger, vice president
of arena operations.
Those are the numbers. University of Memphis deputy athletic director Mark Alnutt looked
up at the gigantic video board and
had a more basic reaction: “This
is impressive, talk about the wow
factor.”
While the Grizzlies have an
active seven-year playoff streak
going, they were way behind in
the NBA’s video board standings.
“We’re the last NBA facility to
go HD and now we have a fully
functioning HD control room,”

Granger said. “In terms of LED
square footage we rank in the top
10 now in the NBA. Only nine NBA
facilities have these corner boards
(FedExForum has four new ones)
and we have the largest of any
NBA facility. We are now where
we need to be in terms of the rest
of the league.”
The city of Memphis and
Shelby County are footing more
than $4.4 million for the LED
upgrades and video boards, plus
about another $2.1 million for the
HD control room.
In addition, the Grizzlies have
made some changes to fan lounges on different levels. Behind
the scenes, the Grizzlies have a
larger locker room, expanded
weight and training room, bigger
medical treatment area, and an
enhanced “wet” area for treatment and creature comforts.
Those improvements are on team
owner Robert Pera and Granger
said the team was not releasing
its financial investment in all the
enhancements.
“We wanted the wet areas, the

hydrotherapy, the steam room, to
feel like a high-end luxury spa,”
said Jason Wexler, the Grizzlies’
president of business operations.
“We don’t have a separate practice facility. This is where they
practice and this where they play,
and we want it to be their home
and first-rate.”
But make no mistake: The
biggest changes were made with
the fans and corporate partners
in mind.
“It helps every seat in the
house be an even better seat,”
Wexler said. “The fan experience
is a big component of it. People
love coming to our games and
the last aspect that wasn’t quite
state-of-the-art and really cool
was because we were at standarddef instead of HD.
“But we’ve been very careful
from the get-go because the goal
was to enhance the fan experience” and not overwhelm it. “We
want you to have the game experience enhanced by the digital
assets.”
Said Alnutt: “For the folks up

Inside the Grizzlies locker room. The locker room is a part of a
series of recent additions and upgrades to the Grizzlies' facilities
at the FedExForum.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
in the terrace level, it’s equal to
you in your living room watching that 42-inch TV. But now you
have the opportunity to be in that
game-day environment.”
The corner boards, which are
slightly larger than the old scoreboard display capacity, give the
Grizzlies and Tigers more options.
“You can have massive game

action on the center hung and
stats and information can be on
the corner boards,” Wexler said.
“There will be a lot of trial and error, what is of interest to fans and
some of it will be sponsorship,
and videos and skits.”
Replays will also be expanded.
FedExForum continued on P36

Politics Now Part of The Job For Fizdale, Conley
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
This conversation? No, they didn’t
imagine it.
Grizzlies coach David Fizdale and
point guard Mike Conley did not enter
the NBA thinking they would someday
be talking about national protests, a
President that shoots from the lip, or
Confederate statues in Memphis.
But times change. And sometimes, so
do people.
“I feel like the comments that were
made by the President started something
that is good in the sense in the unity it
has brought out,” Conley said. “Guys
who were on fence (about) taking knees
or protesting because they were nervous
or afraid, cautious what somebody might
think of them or the way media might take
it … they’re all locked in arms.
“You see owners locked in arms. You
see everybody taking a stance as one.”
The Dallas Cowboys – America’s

Team, no less – perhaps showed the way
for NFL protests by kneeling before the
National Anthem during their recent
Monday night game and standing with
arms locked during the National Anthem.
And, yes, owner Jerry Jones was right there
with the players.
No doubt, Donald Trump never imagined his comments about NFL players
protesting – the names he used or his call
for team owners to fire players – would
bring unity. But it’s noteworthy that it
has and that the President couldn’t see
that it would.
“My wife and I were laughing,” Fizdale
said. “Why would you mess with team
guys? Sports is the wrong place to go to
create division. We lock arms and get even
tighter. Our whole life we’ve been part of a
locker room and a brotherhood.”
There are, of course, Americans who
still believe sports is the wrong place for
protest. But if sports is America’s unofficial seven-days-a-week religion – and like
it or not, it is – then sports cannot be broken off into a, well, segregated category.
This is especially true in Memphis,
where Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated and the city continues to try
and have Confederate statues removed
from parks, including one of Confederate

general, slave trader and Ku Klux Grand
Wizard Nathan Bedford Forrest.
“It’s not in my nature to be that guy
(speaking out),” Conley said, “but I’ve
learned that it doesn’t matter. It’s not
about me. It’s about the people. And
whether I’m uncomfortable or not, I’ll still
stand up for what’s right.
“I think the President doesn’t understand how he’s affecting people,” Conley
added.
Consider Trump’s comment about
the Charlottesville protests, when he said
there were “very fine people” on both
sides and thus included scores of racist
demonstrators.
Whether the Grizzlies as a team
choose to take some action before a game
is yet to be determined; the NBA does have
a rule requiring all players and coaches
to stand during the National Anthem,
but commissioner Adam Silver has been
very supportive of players exercising their
constitutional rights.
Fizdale says he will follow whatever
his players do (back to team unity) and
he chafes at the notion any of the protests
have been disrespectful to the military. In
fact, he says Trump has been disrespectful
toward the military with his comments,
including what he said about Sen. John

McCain for being a POW during the Vietnam War.
“He was a war hero because he was
captured,” Trump once said. “I like people
who weren’t captured.”
Said Fizdale: “We all live under that
flag. The military are not fighting for the
flag, they’re fighting for what it stands for.”
That includes the right to peaceful
protest.
Conley believes if the Grizzlies did
choose to make a statement before a
game, fans at FedExForum would be
supportive.
“They understand where our hearts
are at and it’s not disrespect to our country, and not disrespect to service men and
women,” he said. “It’s bigger than that
issue. That’s not part of it.”
But speaking up for those who can’t, or
don’t have the same power in their voice,
is now part of the job description.
“I know I have a bigger platform,”
Fizdale said. “I can sleep at night knowing
I’m on the right side of history.”
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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MEMPHIS FOOTBALL

Defense, Penalties Concerns As Tigers Face Rival UCF
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Head coach Mike Norvell was pleased
that the goal of going undefeated in nonconference play was achieved. It meant
having a signature win over then-No. 25
UCLA and, most recently, turning back a
plucky South Illinois team 44-31.
But as the Tigers get ready for Saturday’s American Athletic Conference
opener at UCF (the game was rescheduled
because of Hurricane Irma), there are
concerns. Injuries, especially on defense,
in combination with the amount of time
the defense has been on the field does not
portend happy results.
Against Southern Illinois, for example,
the Tigers’ defense was on the field for
almost 36 minutes. Out of 129 FBS teams,
Memphis ranks 122nd in third-down defense as opponents have enjoyed a 50.9
percent success rate. SIU was 10-for-20 on
third down and 3-for-4 on fourth down.
Memphis also failed to get even one quarterback sack.
“We’ve got to do a much better job
getting off the field in that situation,”
Norvell said.
“They found some holes in our defense,” said Tigers safety Austin Hall.
Memphis also had another day heavy
on yellow flags: eight for 90 yards worth of
penalties. Norvell continues to talk about
the need to “fix” the penalty problem, but
so far the Tigers have not found a way.
Despite having only played three

games, the Tigers’ 295 yards in penalties
rank 115th in the nation. And their 98.33
penalty yards per game ranks 127th.
It’s perhaps the most visible symbol
of an undefeated team that understands
there is still much needed growth.
“We know we didn’t play up to what
we can,” quarterback Riley Ferguson said
after beating the Salukis. “You definitely
look at the positive things, but you also
have to look at the negative things. We
had way too many penalties; we have to
eliminate that.
“When it comes to negative plays in
general, I mean, the one thing we did
well was we owned the football, we didn’t
turn it over. As long as we do that, we
give ourselves a great chance to win the
football game.”
Obviously, the competition gets better
this Saturday (6 p.m., on ESPN2) as UCF
is 2-0 and coming off a 38-10 thumping
of Maryland on the road. Quarterback
McKenzie Milton passed for 178 yard and
ran for 94 yards.
“They’re going to stretch you sideline to sideline,” Norvell said. “They’re
physical up front where they can get tough
yards when necessary, and pound it down
the middle. So we’ve got a lot of different
challenges.”
Having enough able bodies on defense
is one of them. Four players have been
lost to season-ending injuries and starting
senior safety Shaun Rupert was injured
last Saturday and will be out for a “pretty
significant amount of time,” Norvell said.
Several other players were nicked in the
T:7"
game as well and so depth will be tested

University of Memphis kick returner Tony Pollard scrambles for additional yardage
in the Tigers' upset win over UCLA on Saturday, Sept. 16.
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)
against UCF.
One possible advantage: so much prep
time dedicated to UCF because the game
originally was slated for Sept. 9
“We already have a week of preparation with them, so we actually got some
extra film on them with the couple more
games they’ve been playing,” Hall said.
“So I think that’s going to help us out with
the extra week and now we can start on
them again. We definitely have to make
some adjustments on defense, but that’s
going to come.”
BY THE NUMBERS
20: The Tigers’ place in this week’s

ESPN Power Rankings.
35.0: Points allowed for Memphis, tied
for 108th in the country.
44.9: Tony Pollard’s kick return average, sixth-best in the country, and including two touchdowns, one for 100 yards.
QUOTE, UNQUOTE
“That’s turbo, man, that’s turbo.” –
Ferguson on Pollard, who had his fourth
career kick return for a TD against SIU.
“That was awesome … tremendous
ambassador for our program.” – Norvell
on former Tigers kicker Jake Elliott booting a game-winning 61-yard field goal for
the Philadelphia Eagles.
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T E N N ESS E E VO L S

Shaky Start Exposes Raw Nerves
As Dawgs Visit Neyland Stadium
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Tennessee football coach
Butch Jones had more than Georgia on his mind this week.
Rumors on message boards
and reports on sports talk radio
flamed the fires around Jones
and the Vols after last Saturday’s
17-13 victory over Massachusetts
at Neyland Stadium.
It was Tennessee’s worst
showing of the season. The Vols
(3-1, 0-1 SEC) were 28-point
favorites against UMass (0-5),
which had possession with a
chance to win at game’s end.
UT might be fortunate to be
in such a situation Saturday at
3:30 EDT (TV: CBS) against No.
7 Georgia at Neyland Stadium.
Georgia (4-0, 1-0 SEC) is coming
off a 31-3 victory against No. 24
Mississippi State last Saturday in
Athens. The Bulldogs opened as
seven-point favorites against the
Vols earlier this week.
Jones started the week with a
testy exchange with reporters to
end his Monday press conference.
It was sparked by questions about
an injury to defensive tackle Shy
Tuttle, reported by 247Sports to
be an orbital bone injury (severe
black eye).
The exchange began when
Knoxville News Sentinel columnist John Adams asked Jones this
question: “Butch, did Shy Tuttle’s
injury occur during an incident
with a teammate?”
UT director of football communications Zach Stipe quickly
intervened, saying he called on
Jimmy Hyams of Sports Radio’s
WNML to ask the final question.
“This is Jimmy’s (question),”
Stipe said. “I said ‘Jimmy.’”
“(Hyams) handed me the
mic,” Adams replied.
“I said ‘Jimmy,’” Stipe said.
“Well, could. …? Adams started to say.
“Jimmy gets the last question,” Stipe said.
Hyams then asked: “Was Shy
Tuttle’s injury related to a teammate ‘causing him to be injured?’”
Jones replied: “Well, I’ll tell
you this. Football is an emotional
game. It’s a competitive game.

The injury was caused not by a
teammate. He landed on a helmet, and that’s the truth, and
I think we have to understand:
What do we want out of our
media?
“This place with the drama,
and again, these are kids, and I
think we all have children, and
we’re all adults, and are we focused on Tennessee football from
a recruiting standpoint, from all
the positive things we’ve done,
from all the positive things this
football program brings to the
community, this great fan base,
are we in the reality world of TV?
“And I think all of us as human beings have to self-check
ourselves, and you may not like
that answer, but I’m a father. I
have three boys, and I think we
sometimes got to put ourselves in
the role as a parent, as well.
“And I understand we all
have jobs to do. My expectation
as a head football coach, I’m the
caretaker of Tennessee football.
I’m here to develop and grow
a football program, recruit the
best possible student-athletes to
represent the University of Tennessee, and win football games
and graduate our players.
“That’s my responsibility. I
take that very seriously. But also,
I love our kids, and I’m going to
protect our players and I’m going to protect our program, and
sometimes the negativity is overwhelming, and if everyone as Vol
fans, how do we let our opponents
use this in the recruiting process
with fake news?
“And sometimes, again, we
have to check ourselves. What
are we here for? What’s our values
and principles that guide our life
every single day?
“And I appreciate everyone
in this room. You guys have a job
to do, and I’m respectful of that.
And I’m friends with a lot of you
guys in the room, and I appreciate
it. But also, there comes a certain
time where enough is enough. So,
thank you. You guys have a great
day. I look forward to seeing you
on Wednesday. Go Vols.”
Hyams said later Monday on
his radio show, “SportsTalk,” that
he and Adams talked before the
press conference about reports

Tennessee’s John Kelly is tied with Georgia’s Nick Chubb for the most rushing touchdowns in the
Southeastern Conference with six. They’ll be on the same field Saturday.
(Jerry Denham | The Ledger)

of UT starting safety Nigel Warrior punching Tuttle and causing
the injury.
Hyams also said during his
show that, according to four of
his sources, Tuttle’s injury was
caused by Warrior’s punch, that
he and Adams talked before the
press conference about which one
of them would ask Jones about the
cause of Tuttle’s injury, that Adams raised his hand several times
to ask the question and was never
called upon to ask it, and when
Hyams was handed the mic for
the final question he handed the
mic to Adams, who then handed
it back to Hyams.
Jones also seemed bothered
earlier in the press conference
when Patrick Brown of 247Sports
asked why injured receiver Jauan
Jennings hasn’t been on the sideline for UT’s two home games this
season.
Jennings, junior wide receiver
from Murfreesboro Blackman
High, suffered a dislocated wrist
in the opener against Georgia
Tech and could be out for the
season.
“You guys look for everything,” Jones responded to
Brown’s question. “I think you’re
running a reality TV show that

feeds off of drama. (Jennings is) in
the building every day. He is doing
a great job with recovery.
“I think we all know Jauan.
Jauan is an extremely competitive young man, and it absolutely
bothers him to be on the sideline
because he feels he can’t help
the football team, and that’s his
makeup. And again, he’s doing
everything he needs to do.
“He’s doing a great job in
class. He’s getting the recovery
that he needs, the rehab that he
needs, and again, that’s his decision (not to be on the sideline).
I don’t want him to be on the
sideline and kind of make it worse
in terms of [if] it’s bothering him
right now that he feels he can’t
help the football team.”
Jennings might not want to be
on the Vols’ sideline, but maybe
he needs to be there. He’s one of
the Vols’ “alpha males,” a spirited,
respected and vocal team leader.
Tennessee clearly showed a
lack of passion Saturday against
UMass.
“We talk about the different
things that make up the structure
of our football program,” Jones
said. “It starts first and foremost
with energy and passion, and I
thought it was very lackluster. We

had some players now that played
with some energy and some passion, so it’s not everyone, but it’s
what I spoke about post-game.
It has been an isolated incident.
“I think we’ve showed some
passion and some energy in the
other games, but that’s something
we will not tolerate. We will not
go backwards with that, and we’ll
address that situation, and you
can make a lot of excuses for it,
but there is no excuses for lack of
passion and energy.”
The Vols better not lack it
Saturday, or Georgia will run them
out of Neyland Stadium.
SEC in the polls
Alabama stayed No. 1 in the
AP poll after its 59-0 win over
Vanderbilt.
Other SEC teams in this week’s
AP rankings are:
Auburn at No. 13;
Florida at No. 21;
Mississippi State at No. 24;
and LSU at No. 25.
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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Rookie Delivers Old-Fashion Fun In
Politically Charged, Tense Times
Nashville Sports Correspondent

Want to add some fun to
your NFL experience? I give you
Titans rookie cornerback and
punt returner Adoree’ Jackson,
who quite honestly is just a kid
having fun playing football.
He’s the antidote to the
hand-wringing of NFL players
vs. Trump-said-what? tweets.
It showed last week when the
rookie from Southern California
electrified the crowd with an 80yard punt return for an apparent
touchdown.
Yes, it was wiped out by a
questionable block-in-the-back
penalty by David Fluellen, but it
didn’t remove the fact that it was
Jackson just out there enjoying
the game and his performance.
After he broke into the clear,
Jackson turned to the Titans
sideline and flashed a big grin
for about the final 30 yards of his
return. It was a smile that didn’t
leave his face until he realized
that his run was all for naught.
“I feel bad for him and us,”
Titans coach Mike Mularkey
said.
But he shouldn’t. Jackson
found the silver lining in the play
and maintains confidence that a
repeat is coming soon, one that
will stand.
After the game was over

Cornerback Adoree’ Jackson, the second of the Titans’ two firstround picks in the 2017 draft, gave home fans a thrill Sunday when
he returned a punt 80 yards for an apparent touchdown. A penalty
negated the return.
(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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Shelby County commissioners again delayed passage Monday,
Sept. 25, of a resolution that would
allow the city of Memphis to use
surplus hotel-motel tax revenue for

Memphis Cook Convention Center
renovations.

The commission did the same
thing on Sept. 11. It takes the resolution up again in committee sessions next week.
The move back to committee came from a combination of

commissioners who had questions
about the use of the tax revenue
and other commissioners who
wanted to retaliate for the city’s
decision in August to end sewer
connections to the city’s water
treatment and sewer facilities for
projects outside the city limits.
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Memphis is making strides in creating bike lane
infrastructure – the lanes along North Parkway
established and widely used – but the city doesn’t
are wellhave the full transit “toolkit” yet. (Daily News/Houston
Cofield)
TRANSPORTATION

PATRICK LANTRIP

plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis’ desire to land Amazon’s multibilliondollar second headquarters faces several headwinds. While many critics have pointed to the city’s
insufficient labor pool and lack of direct flights
to
the West Coast as the most likely deal breakers,
Memphis lags behind many of the consensus
top
contenders in another area: connectivity.

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

Among the requests for tax incentives and
workforce requirements, Amazon’s Sept. 7 request
for proposals asked all interested metropolitan
areas to list all of their connectivity options, including
“sidewalks, bike lanes, trams, metro, bus, light rail,
train, and additional creative options to foster connectivity between buildings/facilities.”
When this caveat is considered, it’s not a

Ahead of an increasingly tentative vote on the latest Republican health care proposal in the
U.S. Senate, about 100 critics of
the Graham-Cassidy bill rallied
Downtown Monday, Sept. 25, to
call for U.S. Sens. Bob Corker and
Lamar Alexander of Tennessee to
vote against the proposal.
The protest led by Indivisible
Memphis included a coalition of
groups from Planned Parenthood
Greater Memphis Region to the
Memphis Center for Independent
Living to the Shelby County Democratic Party.
Indivisible Memphis co-chairwoman Emily Fulmer described
the bill as “the latest Republican
attack to repeal, dismantle and
legislatively undermine the Affordable Care Act.”
Fulmer said Alexander and
Corker, as well as Tennessee Gov.
Bill Haslam, are leaning toward
backing the bill for political reasons – “to give their president a
win.”
The bill must be voted on in
Washington by the end of this
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there in a basketball game, going
up for a put-back dunk or something,” Jackson said. “I’m like
one of those Spud Webb-type
guys, doing a one-handed dunk
while other guys are doing a 360.
I’m just trying to go out there and
make a play.”
For a Titans return game that
has been dormant for years, not
to mention a secondary that has
been spotty in recent seasons,
Jackson’s skills and his approach
provide a breath of fresh air at a
time, a place and in a situation
where that is sorely needed.

and much of the postgame talk
had centered on the pre-game
goings-on, Jackson still found
time to enjoy the moment of his
almost-first NFL touchdown.
“I’m going to put it on my
highlight reel,” he joked with
reporters. “My kids aren’t going
to know that it was called back.
They’re going to think their dad
was awesome.”
This is actually the second
time Jackson has lost a return
touchdown to a penalty, though
the first was during the preseason. Jackson doesn’t seem
worried about that and is confident that there is more where
that came from.
“I’m not worried about it. I
know one is going to come eventually,” Jackson said. “But teams
have seen it on film. They can’t
rewind it like on Madden and act
like it never happened. You can
see it and get a glimpse of what
it’s possible for me to do.”
It also is encouraging that
Jackson is quickly learning about
life as an NFL cornerback. After a
rough preseason baptism by the
Bears, Jackson has shown steady
improvement in starting the first
three games, even holding up
well Sunday against Seahawks’
tight end Jimmy Graham, who
tried to post him up like a power
forward, only to have Jackson
recover and knock the ball away.
“I’m like Nate Robinson out

TERRY MCCORMICK

plantrip@mem

phisdailynews

.com
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New Athletics Director Currie Fixing
Hart’s Errors – Is Butch Jones Next?

University of Tennessee vice chancellor and director of athletics John Currie has his
eye on coaches hired by his predecessor, Dave Hart, including Butch Jones, Holly
Warlick and Rick Barnes.
(Kyle Zedaker/Tennessee Athletics)

DAVID CLIMER
Nashville Sports Correspondent

What does John Currie’s decision to
reinstitute the name “Lady Vols” for all
women’s sports at the University of Tennessee have to do with Butch Jones?
Bear with me:
What if Currie is intent on doing a
Donald Trump? Explanation: One of the
biggest criticisms (or points of approval,
depending on your political leanings) of
President Trump is that he seems hellbent on undoing the accomplishments
of the Obama administration – repeal and
replace the Affordable Care Act, undercut
environmental protections, etc.
By reinstituting the Lady Vols brand
for all women’s sports at UT, Currie overrode one of the most noteworthy moves
by the previous athletics director, Dave
Hart. Was that a one-time move or is
Currie intent on undoing more of Hart’s
handiwork?
It remains to be seen how Currie really
feels about Hart’s three biggest hires
– Jones (football), Rick Barnes (men’s
basketball) and Holly Warlick (women’s
basketball). But it’s no secret that most
athletics directors have far more loyalty
to coaches they hire than coaches they
inherit.
If nothing else, those three coaches
now should realize Currie isn’t afraid to
make change. He could’ve avoided the

Lady Vols issue. But he chose to erase
Hart’s mistake.
With that in mind, Jones, Barnes and
Warlick are under the microscope. And
for good reason. Each has flaws.
For all his highly ranked recruiting
classes, Jones has failed to compete for
the championship of the SEC Eastern
Division. Player development and game
strategy have been lacking on his watch.
The last-second collapse at Florida elevated criticism of Jones.
Barnes inherited a mess after Donnie Tyndall’s abrupt firing and has failed
to take the Vols to postseason play in
his two seasons, where he is just 14-22
against SEC competition. His recruiting
is suspect. Expectations for the upcoming
season are not very high.
Warlick made the Elite Eight in three
of her five seasons but her 2016 Lady Vols
team was eliminated in the second round
of the NCAA Tournament. The overall
trend of the program seems to be pointing
downward. She will depend heavily on a
strong freshman class this season.
Currie does not appear to be the kind
of athletics director who will make rash
decisions. As much of a no-brainer as the
Lady Vols decision was, he took plenty of
time and talked to many, many people
before making the call. I expect far more
evaluation before he determines where
he stands with Jones, Barnes and Warlick.
Where Jones is concerned, the best
thing to do is let the season play out. Yes,

the failure at Florida left a mark and the
17-13 squeaker over four-touchdown underdog UMass made things even worse,
but what if UT beats Georgia?
The SEC East is so muddled that it’s
possible if not downright likely that a
team with two SEC losses will still win
the division.
Currie realizes that sometimes fans
can’t see the forest for the trees. Remember, Jones posted back-to-back nine-win
seasons in 2015 and ’16. You don’t make a
radical change just for the sake of change.
If you can’t significantly upgrade at head
coach, you’re better off sticking with what
you have.
As for Currie’s decision on reinstating
the name “Lady Vols” for all women’s
teams at UT, it was the right move even if
it required no heavy lifting. I still haven’t
heard or read a reasonable, thoughtful
explanation for why Hart felt the need to
limit the reference to Lady Vols to only the
women’s basketball program.
Apparently, Currie didn’t understand
Hart’s logic, either. In making his announcement, Currie struck a defiant tone
and said: “We will not allow the Lady Vol
brand to disappear from our athletics
department or university.”
Hart’s decision to phase out the term
“Lady Vols,” which was announced in
November 2014, was met with anger in
many circles and ambivalence in others.
I’ve talked to only a handful of UT fans
who praised the move. The masses either
opposed it or didn’t really care.
From this point forward, all women’s
intercollegiate sports on campus will use
the name Lady Vols. Although the socalled “Power T” logo will remain in place
for all men’s and women’s teams, the old
Lady Vols logo also will be displayed.
With that matter out of the way, Currie
can get down to more difficult decisions
and moves. There is much work to be
done to get the UT athletics program back
to the across-the-board level of success it
once enjoyed.
One of Currie’s pet projects is the next
step of the Neyland Stadium Master Plan
for the renovation and modernization of
the school’s historic football home.
In an open letter to UT fans posted on
the athletics department website, Currie
noted that the renovations will include
“significant upgrades to our grassroots
fan amenities” as well as “upgrading the
exterior finish to better align with recent
campus aesthetic upgrades.”
Unlike continuing the stadium renovation, Currie’s decision on the Lady

Vols matter didn’t cost anything. To the
contrary, he can expect an uptick in the
renewed sale of Lady Vols merchandise
this fall and winter. It won’t be a big boost
to the budget, but every little bit helps.
Looking back, it’s difficult to understand why Hart picked this fight. He
should have left well enough alone. Nationally, the name “Lady Vols” is a brand,
mainly due to the success of the women’s
basketball program under Pat Summitt.
Why mess with that?
At one point, Hart suggested the move
was in response to UT’s switch from
Adidas to Nike as its apparel partner. Hart
once referenced a brand audit by Nike
that stated the Lady Vols name and logo
would be inconsistent with the university’s “One Tennessee” theme.
But correspondence from Nike that
was obtained through open-records laws
showed that striking the name “Lady Vols”
was only a suggestion by the shoe and apparel manufacturer, not an edict.
Part of the blame for the foolish move
lies with Jimmy Cheek, who was university chancellor at the time. He rubberstamped Hart’s decision. It wasn’t the first
time Cheek lost his way when it came to
the athletics program.
From a distance, it appears that Hart
simply decided he did not want the term
“Lady Vols” affiliated with the UT sports
brand. When it came to the historical
significance of the women’s basketball
program, he grudgingly gave ground,
mostly out of deference to Summitt.
What Hart failed to understand is that
other women’s sports had enjoyed periods of great success under that heading.
Let’s be clear: Hart did a number of
very good things as UT’s athletics director. For one thing, he got finances back in
line and restocked the reserve fund. For
another, he fired Derek Dooley. But the
whole Lady Vols fiasco was an unnecessary mess.
Hart came off as tone deaf. His focus
was on marketing and branding, not tradition and values.
Currie fixed that when he reinstituted
the Lady Vols name and brand. But that
was the easy part. If Currie is going to
achieve his stated mission of getting all
sports at UT competing for conference
championships, he’ll have to make some
harder, tougher decisions.
And deciding the future of Butch Jones
is becoming a hard, tough decision.
Reach David Climer at dclimer1018@
yahoo.com and on Twitter @DavidClimer.
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libraries continued from P16

crosstown continued from P21

libraries seriously, McCloy said. Mayor Jim Strickland and the city council are really invested, and each year
500 volunteers donate 32,000 hours
for no reason other than their love for
Memphis, she said.
Last week, Strickland addressed the
importance of the library in his weekly
email saying, “There’s a reason we work so
hard at running an efficient government.
It’s to prioritize resources — to redirect
them toward items that have a better return on investment. It’s to make sure that
every dollar we have at City Hall is aligned
toward our vision of reducing population
loss and maximizing our momentum by
delivering quality core services. Some
of our goals, like rebuilding the police
department, are fairly high profile. Some
other ones aren’t – yet still go a long
way toward our shared goals of stronger
neighborhoods, more opportunities for
our young people, and safer streets…
like our Memphis Public Libraries…It’s a
new day for our libraries and I hope you’ll
check them out. As we re-invest in our
city, our libraries are a major focus, and
we’re already seeing results.”
In the past 10 years, MPL programs
have grown from 1,800 to 6,000. Attendance in 2008 was 44,000, and this year
it is nearly 95,000, with a substantial percentage increase in users at most branches throughout the city, McCloy said.
“The increase is largely because of
the emphasis on new programing that is
relevant to the lives of our citizens,” she
said. “We’re getting people inside, and
once they come they’ll return. People are
really feeling the impact of the services
we offer.”
The Start Here campaign is being
rolled out in branches across the city and
upcoming television and video spots
feature a range of successful Memphians
who have been influenced by their interaction with the library. People like
Ekundayo Bandele, founder of Hattiloo
Theatre.
“When I first moved from Brooklyn
to Memphis I probably wrote half of
my unpublished novel there,” Bandele said. “The Central Library was my
office.”
In 2006, Bandele went on to found
Hattiloo Theatre, one of 20 black repertory
groups in the country, and he partnered
with MPL on “Hattiloo at the Library,”
which brought live theater to children in
six branches around the city.
“One good thing the library has done
for me personally is it’s always been
a community center of knowledge …
a place to really expand yourself and
broaden your intellect,” he said.
The library’s communications plan,
much like the library itself, is not static.
It’s living and breathing and will adapt
and change with the needs of the community, according to McCloy.
“I hear people say all the time, ‘I wish
you would do this or that,’” she said. “I’m
always saying, ‘We do that! We do that! We
do that!’ I’ve joked that we needed to have
an ad campaign that says ‘We do that!’ In
the past, we’ve not had the capacity to get
the message out.”
But the “Start Here” campaign is addressing that.
“DCA really knocked it out of the
park,” she said. “It’s simple and clean …
Start Here. If you want to record music,
change a tire, play the ukulele, or start a
band, start here!”

American, 35.6 percent white, 4.9 percent
Hispanic, 2.5 percent Asian and 4.2 other.
In the 38107 ZIP code north and west
of Crosstown Concourse that includes
Klondike/Smokey City, African-Americans make up 82.3 percent of the population and whites 14.8 percent.
Housing stock is similar in both ZIP
codes, according to 2015 Census data,
which shows the housing decline experienced since Sears closed and since
the Great Recession has not rebounded
like in other parts of Memphis-Shelby
County.
There are 8,730 in the 38107 ZIP and
7,875 in 38112, with housing unit vacancies of 21.9 percent and 19.4 percent,
respectively. Rentals comprise 14.2 percent and 12.2 percent of housing units,
respectively.
When it comes to housing sales, the
Vollintine-Evergreen ZIP code of 38112
outshines its neighbor Klondike/Smokey
City, according to real estate information
company Chandler Reports.
Since 2014, there have been 1,064
home sales in 38112, with the average sales price rising from $121,385 to
$135,221 in 2107, year to date. The sales
price per-square-foot is up about 14
percent over that time, Chandler Reports
data shows.
In 38107, by contrast, there have been
only 816 sales since 2014 with the average
sales price rising from $80,166 to $86,940.
The average sales price per-square-foot
has risen just 8 percent in Klondike/
Smokey City.
But Klondike may have hit a turning
point this year – the sales average is up 14
percent year-to-date in 2017, after dip-

ping below the 2014 average of $80,166 in
both 2015 and 2016 before rising to near
$87,000 this year.
Quincy Morris, executive director
of the Klondike Smokey City Community Development Corp., said that while
Crosstown Concourse is a great investment, it should also be viewed as an
opportunity to enhance neighborhoods
surrounding it.
“Klondike and Smokey City are two
of the oldest African-American communities in North Memphis,” she said. “So
now is the time for our developers and
our city leaders to devote funds toward
our community, which has been lacking
for a long period of time.”
Morris, who is creating a new economic development plan for her neighborhood, said the two most pressing
needs are jobs and housing.
“When we promote economic development, we are not promoting displacement, we are promoting our community
being rebuilt and revitalized,” she said. “If
the housing stock was available, I think
you would have a lot of people who once
lived in our neighborhood move back.”
While redevelopment is desperately
needed, gentrification is also a looming threat, Morris said, so deliberate
measures including but not limited to
tax freezes should be taken to help keep
residents in their homes.
“We definitely want new people, but
we don’t want to change the flavor of our
community,” she said.
One of her CDC’s immediate goals
is changing the narrative and stereotypes surrounding the historic and
proud North Memphis community
that Tom Lee and many other pil-

lars of the African-American community
once called home.
“If people know about the good
things going on, they will be interested,”
she said. “We want to work with our partners, the developers and the city, to see
if we can’t do the same thing and make
Klondike look good like Crosstown.”
The Crosstown Memphis CDC also
has a role.
“The purpose of the CDC is to get
people to come out and get involved in
their neighborhood,” said Porsche Stevens, community relations coordinator
for Crosstown Arts, a Crosstown CDC
board member and Crosstown resident
since 2009. “Our focus is neighborhood
safety, beautification and economic development.”
Stevens hopes to one day see the
retail corridor along Cleveland filled
with small business and arts-centric
shops similar what developed along
Broad Avenue.
“There are so many artists in the
neighborhood who are out here grinding
it out and have been doing it for a long
time,” she said. “I just think it’s time to
show the world, especially Memphis,
what they have been doing these last 10
or 15 years.”
As for the residential side, she said
her organization is hoping to bring all
the existing residents in the area together
like they once were while simultaneously
attracting new neighbors.
“It’s been the people who have maintained the neighborhood throughout
the years even when the building was
dormant,” Stevens said.
Chandler Reports is an operating
division of The Daily News Publishing Co.
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
October 12, 2017 at 10:00AM local time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Holly Beth
Lewis and Robert Presson Cursey, to
R. Bradley Sigler, Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Franklin American Mortgage Company on
September 15, 2006 at Book T1773,
Page 1127, Instrument No. 06016924;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEING LOT NO. 46, CASTLEGATE
SUBDIVISION, A PLAT OF WHICH APPEARS OF RECORD IN PLAT BOOK
9, PAGE 168, IN THE REGISTER’S
OFFICE OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE, REFERENCE TO WHICH
PLAT IS HEREBY MADE FOR A MORE
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SAID
LOT SHOWING ITS LOCATION AND
THE LENGTH AND DIRECTION FO ITS
BOUNDARY LINES.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO THE GRANTORS HEREIN
BY DEED OF EVEN DATE BEING
RECORDED SIMULTANEOUSLY
HEREWITH.
Street Address: 57 Rampart Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 042A A 04600 000
Current Owner(s) of Property: Holly
Beth Lewis and Robert Presson
Cursey, as joint tenants with the right
of survivorship
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
57 Rampart Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Holly Beth Lewis and
Robert Presson Cursey, and those
claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the

time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-112983
Sept. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13482
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated December 19, 2008, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded December 31,
2008, in Book No. T1848, at Page 799,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Helen E Bailey, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles
R. Pettigrew as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Franklin American
Mortgage Company, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
NA, will, on November 9, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning on an iron rod in the west
margin of Russell Road and being
25 feet from the center of said road
and also being 85 feet south of the
south margin of Forest Avenue and
also being the southeast corner of
Lot No. 1 of Jo-Lynn Subdivision as
shown on a plat in Plat Book 1 at
page 207 on file in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee; thence with the margin of said
road South a distance of 80 feet
to a concrete marker and being the
northeast corner of Lot No. 3; thence
with the north margin of Lot No. 3
South 85 degrees 00 minutes West
a distance of 165 feet to a point

in the northwest corner of Lot No.
3; thence with the west line of Lot
No.2 North a distance of 165 feet
to a point in the southwest corner
of Lot No. 1; thence with the south
line of Lot No. 1 North 85 degrees 00
minutes East a distance of 165 feet
to the point of beginning. This being
the same Lot No. 2 as shown on a
plat of Jo- Lynn Subdivision in Plat
Book No. 1, on page 207 on file
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 209 Russell Road,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
HELEN E BAILEY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 203432
DATED September 11, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13486
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 14, 2003,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
19, 2003, in Book No. T1459, at
Page 138, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Ralph Stewart Benson
and Siobhan H Benson, conveying
certain property therein described to
Andrew Valentine, Esq. as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for American
Home Mortgage, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
NA, will, on November 9, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the North
margin of Sharon Road at the
Southwest corner of Lot No. 11,
Colony Acres Subdivision, a plat of
which is of record in Plat Book 2 at
Page 245 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee; runs
thence North 32 degrees 28 minutes
West 186.5 feet, more or less, to a
stake, the Southeast corner of Lot
No. 16 in said Subdivision; thence
South 66 degrees 30 minutes West
181 feet, more or less, to a stake
in the Northeast corner of Lot No.
13; thence South 23 degrees 30
minutes East 183 feet to a stake
in the North margin of Sharon Road,
the Southeast corner of Lot No.
13; thence North 66 degrees 30
minutes East 209 feet to the point
of beginning, and being Lot No. 12
of Colony Acres Subdivision of record

aforesaid.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 10 Sharon Road,
Jackson, TN 38305-9766
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
RALPH STEWART BENSON
SIOBHAN H BENSON
BENEFICIAL TENNESSEE, INC.
THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 214849
DATED September 12, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13488
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
October 26, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Rebecca A. Patterson, to Charles E. Tonkin, II, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Mortgage Investors Group on June
10, 2009 at Book T1861, Page 306,
Instrument No. 09008115; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a
Mr.Cooper, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Beginning at an iron pin on the east
margin of Stratford Lane (25 feet at
right angles from centerline) at the
northwest corner of Lot 18, Section
I, Nottingham Meadow Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 315
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; theme with
the east margin of Stratford Lane
North 15 degrees 23 minutes East
a distance of 107 feet to an iron pin
at the southwest corner of Lot 20;
theme with the south line of Lot 20
South 74 degrees 37 minutes East a
distance of 174 feet to a point in the
centerline of a ditch; theme with said
ditch South 9 degrees 31 minutes
West a distance of 107.56 feet to a
point at the northeast corner of Lot
18; thence with the north line of Lot
18 North 74 degrees 37 minutes West
a distance of 185 feet to the point of
beginning. Being Lot 19, Section I,
Nottingham Meadow Subdivision platted as aforesaid, as surveyed by David
Hall Land Surveying Company, R.L.S.
#943, on September 24, 1992.
Being the same property conveyed
to Rebecca Ann Patterson by deed
recorded in Deed Book 699 page 699
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 14 Stratford Lane,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 043J D 009.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Rebecca
A. Patterson
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
14 Stratford Lane, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any dis-

crepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Rebecca A. Patterson,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-112123
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13485
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
October 26, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Debra Barnes
and James Barnes, to G. W. Hampton,
Trustee, as trustee for Security Bank
on March 19, 2004 at Book T1565,
Page 901; conducted by Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Continued on Page 34
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Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 33
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Map 34 H - Group A- Parcel 46.00Being Lot Twelve (12) of Carroll Station
Subdivision, Section VIII, as shown
on plat in plat Book 8 at page 112
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee. Being the same
real estate conveyed to the Grantor of
record in Deed Book 150 at page 760
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 56 Battery Cv, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 034H A 046.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Debra
Barnes
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
56 Battery Cv, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Discover Bank,
Issuer of Discover Card; Midland Funding, LLC as successor in interest to GE
Money Bank/Lowe’s.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Debra Barnes and
James Barnes, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall

have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113038
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13487
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated March 24, 2005, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded April 15, 2005,
in Book No. T1663, at Page 567, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Alberto L Colon, conveying certain
property therein described to Robert M.
Wilson, Jr. as Trustee for Wells Fargo
Bank N. A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on November 16,
2017 on or about 11:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN
THE CITY OF JACKSON, MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE AND BEING
MORE RTICULARLY BOUNDED AND
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: Being Lot
Number Six Hundred Seven (607),
Phase VI, Rooker Bend, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
9 at Page 300 in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee.
Subject to restrictions, reservations,
easements, covenants, oil, gas or
mineral rights of record, if any.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 34 Derringer Cove,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ALBERTO L COLON
TENNESSEE BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323894
DATED September 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee

Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017

Fmn13490

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated September 27, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
5, 2006, in Book No. T1775, at Page
1121, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Kimberly L Butler,
conveying certain property therein
described to Holmes, Rich and Sigler,
PC as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Castle Mortgage, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Nationstar Mortgage, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Nationstar
Mortgage, LLC, will, on October 12,
2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the center
of the Mason Road, said point
also being Mrs. Nina Thompson’s
Northwest corner and runs thence
South 4 degrees East with Nina
Thompson’s West line 255 feet to
a stake; thence South 86 degrees
West 318 feet to a stake; thence
North 3 degrees East 266 feet to
a point in the center of the Mason
Road; thence North 89 degrees East
289 feet with the center of said Mason Road to the point of beginning,
and contains 1.62 acres, excluding
Mason Road right of way.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 174 Mason Road,
Humboldt, TN 38343
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ZACHARY PRUITT
KIMBERLY L BUTLER
SHORELINE FUNDING II, LLC
GE MONEY BANK FOR LOWE’S CONSUMER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 198859
DATED September 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13491
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 29, 2003, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 30, 2003, in
Book No. T1533, at Page 3, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Grady
L Carr and Peggy A Carr, conveying
certain property therein described to
Hunter Simmons as Trustee for First
South Bank; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having

been appointed Successor Trustee by
Ditech Financial LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Ditech Financial
LLC, will, on October 12, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an existing iron pin
in the East margin of Manchester
Bay, said point being the Southwest
comer of Lot No. 27 in Section V of
Burlington Park Estates Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record in
Plat Book 4, Page 214 in the Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, and runs thence North
89 degrees 57 minutes East, with
the South line of Lot No. 27, 140
feet to an existing iron pin; thence
South 00 degrees 03 minutes East
32.5 feet to an existing iron pin at
the Northeast corner of Lot No. 29;
thence South 89 degrees 57 minutes
West, with the North line of Lot No.
29, 140 feet to an existing iron pin
in the East margin of Manchester
Bay; thence North 00 degrees 03
minutes West, with the East margin
of Manchester Bay, 32.5 feet to the
point of beginning. Being Lot No.
28 in Section V of Burlington Park
Estates Subdivision.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 30 Manchester
Bay, Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
GRADY L CARR
PEGGY A CARR
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322533
DATED September 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13492
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated February 28, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
2, 2006, in Book No. T1741, at
Page 1, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Adrian Jones and Marian
Hall, conveying certain property therein
described to John R. Moss, P.C. as
Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Mortgage Lenders Network USA,
Inc., its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Panatte, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Panatte, LLC, will,

on October 12, 2017 on or about
11:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lying and being in Madison County,
Tennessee and more particularly
described as follows: Beginning at
an iron pin in the south margin of
McGee Loop, said point being the
northwest corner of Lot No. 34 in
Section II of Hidden Valley Estates
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 4, page 317,
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, and runs thence South
with the west line of Lot No. 34,
160 feet to an iron pin; thence
West 90 feet to an existing iron pin;
thence North 160 feet to an iron pin
in the south margin of McGee Loop;
thence East with the south margin of
McGee Loop, 90 feet to the point
of beginning. Being Lot No. 33 in
Section II of Hidden Valley Estates
Subdivision.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 131 McGee Loop,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ADRIAN JONES
MARIAN HALL
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC AS SUCCESSOR
IN INTEREST TO BENEFICIAL
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 324166
DATED September 19, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13494
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated August 27, 2013,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
29, 2013, in Book No. T1962, at Page
149, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Jeremy K. Morris and Juanita
M. Morris, conveying certain property
therein described to Hunter Simmons
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for First South Bank, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on November 30,
2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
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real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Tract 1 Beginning at a point in the
south margin of Plainsfield Place,
said point being the northeast corner
of a tract of property conveyed by
Hamilton Hills Development Company to George Leon Starr and wife,
Sylvia Ann Starr, by deed of record
in Deed Book 441, page 794, in
the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, runs thence
with an east line of said Starr lot
south 4 degrees 27 minutes west
a distance of 118.42 feet to a
point at the southeast corner of
said Starr lot; runs thence south
81 degrees 23 minutes east a
distance of 250.76; feet to a point
in the west line of Lot No. 2 of the
Pleasant Plains Subdivision, Section III, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 4, page 235 in
said Register’s Office; runs thence
north 8 degrees 37 minutes east
with the west margin of Lot No. 2
a distance of 137 feet to a point
in the south margin of Plainsfield
Place said point also being the
northwest corner of Lot No. 2 of
said Subdivision; runs thence north
85 degrees 33 minutes west with
the south margin of Plainsfield Place
a distance of 260.06 feet to the
point of beginning, the same being
the eastern portion of Lot No. 3 of
Pleasant Plains Subdivision, Section
III, platted as aforesaid and being all
of said lot heretofore conveyed to
George Leon Starr and wife by deed
of record in Deed Book 441, page
794, in said Register’s Office. Tract
II: Beginning at a point, said point
being the most easterly southeast
corner of Lot No. 3 of the Pleasant
Plains Subdivision, Section III a plat
of which appears of record in Plat
Book 4, page 235, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee, said point also being south 8
degrees 17 minutes west a distance
of 167 feet from the south margin
of Plainsfield Place, and said point
also being in the west line of Lot No.
2 of said Pleasant Plains Subdivision,
Section III, platted as aforesaid;
runs thence with the south line of
said Lot No. 3 north 81 degrees 23
minutes west a distance of 275
feet to a point, said point being an
interior corner of that portion of Lot
No. 3 of said Subdivision heretofore
conveyed to George Leon Starr by
deed of record in Deed Book 441,
page 794, in the aforesaid Register’s Office; runs thence with the
east margin of the Starr lot south 8
degrees 37 minutes west a distance
of 50 feet to a point; runs thence
south 85 degrees 32 minutes 34
seconds east a distance of 275.73
feet to a point in the west margin
of Lot No, 2 of said Pleasant Plains
Subdivision Section III runs thence
with the west margin of said Lot No.
2 north 8 degrees 37 minutes east
a distance of 30 feet to the point of
beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 40 Plainsfield
Place, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JEREMY K. MORRIS
JUANITA M. MORRIS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323464
DATED September 19, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13495

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
AND SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
terms and conditions of payments,
pursuant to a certain Deed of Trust
executed by Marsha Currie, a single
woman, to Charles R. Pettigrew, Trustee, dated the 7th day of April, 2006,
and being of record in Book 1751, page
871, Register’s Office for Madison
County, Tennessee, referred to herein
as the deed of trust, which conveyed
certain real property, appurtenances,
estate, title and interest therein in trust
to secure the indebtedness described
therein, which indebtedness is now due
and unpaid and has been declared in
default by the lawful owner thereof,
Partners for Payment Relief DE IV, LLC.
Appointment of Substitute Trustee having been duly executed by the holder of
the note and beneficiary of said Deed of
Trust, and appointing William Timothy
Hill as Substitute Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, William Timothy Hill, Trustee, pursuant to the said
Deed of Trust, having been requested
by the owner and holder of said indebtedness so to do, by virtue of the
authority and power vested in me by
said deed of trust and appointing of
Substitute Trustee will on the 16th day
of October, 2017, at 12:00 noon, on
the front door of the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Madison County,
Tennessee, sell at public outcry to
the highest bidder for cash (or credit
upon the indebtedness secured, if the
holder is the successful purchaser) the
following described property located in
Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Beginning at an iron pin on the west
margin of Leafwood Cove (20 feet at
right angles from centerline) at the
southeast corner of Lot 206, Section
XIII-B, Forrest Pointe Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 7, page 166
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; to which plan
reference is hereby made for a more
complete legal description. Tax ID
#33G-B-75.00
BEING the same property conveyed
to Marsha Currie by deed Book 680,
page 43 recorded 4/17/06, in the
Register’s Office for Madison County,
Tennessee.
This is improved property known as
43 Leafwood Cove, Jackson, TN.
If there is any discrepancy with the
street address, the legal description
will control.
The sale of the property described in
said Deed of Trust shall be subject to
any and all instrument of record, prior
liens, encumbrances, deeds of trust,
easements, restrictions, building lines,
unpaid taxes, assessments, penalties
and interest, if any. All right and equity
of redemption, homestead, dower and
all other exceptions are expressly
waived in said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
Substitute Trustee will convey and sell
only as Substitute Trustee. The right is
reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day or time certain without
further publication, upon announcement at the time for the above. This
property is being sold with the express
reservation that the sale is subject to
confirmation by the lender or trustee.
This sale may be rescinded at any time.
This is an attempt to collect a debt and
any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.
Interested parties: MERS as nominee
for U.S. Bank NA, Trustee; THDA;
Complete Restoration, Inc.; Corporation Service Company
This 18th day of September, 2017.
William Timothy Hill,
Substitute Trustee
201 Fourth Avenue North,
Suite 1800
Nashville, TN 37219
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13497
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated November 24, 2014,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded November 25, 2014, in Book No. T1988, at
Page 1692, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Barbara J. Floyd and
Anthony M. Floyd, conveying certain

property therein described to Charles
E. Tonkin, II as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Mortgage Investors
Group, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on November 30,
2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin on the
North margin of Commanche Trail (25
feet at right angles from centerline)
at the Southwest corner of Lot 118,
Section IV, Indian Hills Subdivision
as recorded in Plat Book 3, page 203
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with the
north margin of Commanche Trail
South 87 degrees 10 minutes 24
seconds West a distance of 100
feet to an iron pin at the Southeast
corner of Lot 10; thence with the
East line of Lot 120 North 2
degrees 49 minutes 36 seconds
West a distance of 178.20 feet to
an iron pin at the Southwest corner
of Lot 89; thence with the South
line of Lot 89 North 87 degrees 10
minutes 24 seconds East a distance
of 100 feet to an iron pin at the
Northwest corner of Lot 118; thence
with the West line of Lot 118 South
2 degrees 49 minutes 36 seconds
East a distance of 178.20 feet to
the point of beginning. Being Lot One
Hundred Nineteen (119), Section
TV, Indian Hills Subdivision, platted
as aforesaid.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 181 Commanche
Trail, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
BARBARA J. FLOYD
ANTHONY M. FLOYD
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC AS SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO GE MONEY
BANK/JC PENNEY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323366
DATED September 21, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 29, Oct. 6, 13, 2017
Fmn13500

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
payment of the debts and obligations
secured to be paid by a certain Deed of
Trust executed June 30, 2016 by Jessica E. Prater and husband Jason Prater
to Monte S. Connell Jr., as Trustee,

as same appears of record in the office of the Register of TIPTON County,
Tennessee, in Record Book 1691,
Page 537, and the undersigned having
been appointed Substitute Trustee by
instrument recorded in Book 1733,
Page 330, in the said Register’s Office,
and the owner of the debt secured,
Freedom Mortgage Corporation, having
requested the undersigned to advertise
and sell the property described in and
conveyed by said Deed of Trust, all of
said indebtedness having matured by
default in the payment of a part thereof,
at the option of the owner, this is to
give notice that the undersigned will, on
Thursday, October 12, 2017 commencing at 10:00 AM, at the At the North
Door of the Tipton Courthouse, 100
Court Square, Covington, Tennessee,
TIPTON County, Tennessee proceed
to sell at public outcry to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the following
described property, to-wit:
Situated in County of TIPTON, State
of Tennessee.
Land situated in Tipton County, Tennessee: Lot 8, Section 3, Eastwood, as
shown on Plat of record in Plat Cabinet
B, Slide 17, in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which Plat
reference is hereby made for a more
particular description of said land.
Tax Parcel ID: 111I-A-008.00
Property Address: 433 Corbitt Drive,
Munford, TN.
All right and equity of redemption,
homestead and dower waived in said
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed
to be good, but the undersigned will
sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
ARNOLD M. WEISS, Substitute
Trustee
Weiss & Cummins, PLLC
208 Adams Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38l03
90l-526-8296
File # 7240-128990-FC
Sept. 15, 22, 29, 2017 Fmn13483
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated May 5, 2005, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded May 23, 2005, in
Book No. 1206, at Page 723, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Tina
R Reed and Tony L Reed, conveying
certain property therein described to
Rhonda C. Bundy as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for People’s Choice
Home Loan, Inc., its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by HSBC
Bank USA, National Association, as
Indenture Trustee for People’s Choice
Home Loan Securities Trust Series
2005-3.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by HSBC Bank USA,
National Association, as Indenture
Trustee for People’s Choice Home Loan
Securities Trust Series 2005-3, will, on
October 18, 2017 on or about 10:00
AM, at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified
funds paid at the conclusion of the
sale, or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 95, Section C, Witherington
Woods, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Cabinet E, Slides 123 and
124, in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property. This conveyance is made
subject to any and all zoning regulations, building restrictions, set back
lines, if any, easements and rights

for public utilities application to
this property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 146 James Drew
Drive, Munford, TN 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property:
TINA R REED
TONY L REED
INSOUTH BANK
TANKERSLEY SUPPLIES, LLC
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
ATTENTION: WENDY SMOOT
CAMPBELL CLINIC (ATHENA)
On or about September 22, 2011,
the United States of America, Internal
Revenue Service, filed a federal tax lien
against the Defendant, Tony Ln & Tina R.
Reed, recorded in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee, Book 19,
Page 84. Any interest in the property
held by the United States of America,
Internal Revenue Service, by virtue of the
aforementioned federal tax lien is both
junior and inferior to the interests held
by HSBC Bank USA, National Association, as Indenture Trustee for People’s
Choice Home Loan Securities Trust
Series 2005-3. Provided, however, that
the United States of America, Internal
Revenue Service, pursuant to 26 U.S.C.
§7425 and 28 U.S.C. §2410(c), shall
have one hundred and twenty (120) days
from the date of the sale within which to
redeem the property by virtue of its tax
lien(s) herein by payment of the actual
amount paid by the purchaser at the foreclosure sale, plus any amount in excess
of the expenses necessarily incurred
in connection with such property, less
the income from such property, plus a
reasonable rental value of such property.
As required by 26 U.S.C. §7425(b),
the United States of America, Internal
Revenue Service has been given timely
notice of this action.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
317158
DATED September 20, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 2017
Fmn13496
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
November 9, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Cody L Singletary, to
Charles M Ennis, Trustee, as trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Patriot Bank
on July 31, 2014 at Record Book 1630,
Page 854, Instrument No. 178827;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition
Corp., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 2, Jerry Owen Minor Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Cabinet E, Slide 145B, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
This conveyance is subject to building
lines and easements in plat Cabinet
E, SLide 145B in the Register’s Office
Continued on Page 36
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Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 35
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed
to Grantor(s) herein at Book 1630
Page 850 of the Tipton County Register’s Office.
Street Address: 220 Porterville Rd,
Brighton, Tennessee 38011
Secondary Property Address: Brighton
Parcel Number: 97B-A-17.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Cody
L. Singletary, a single man
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
220 Porterville Rd, Brighton, Tennessee 38011, but such address is not
part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.

This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.

FedExForum continued from P27
“With the additional displays, we can
show different views at the same time,”
Granger said.
Digital menu boards have been added
in the concession areas, Granger said, and
those can be used in concert with the main

Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Cody L Singletary,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire

board and corner boards for so-called takeovers when a single image or sponsorship
message can be on every display space at
the same time.
“With these new boards it gives us an
opportunity from Tiger Sports Properties
to increase inventory for our sponsors –
through the new ribbon boards and corner

purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the

boards that replaced the hustle boards,” Alnutt said. “It gives us more opportunities to
get corporations involved. They want to see
as many eyes on their brand as possible.”
Center Marc Gasol and point guard
Mike Conley, the longest-tenured players,
were given first opportunity to pick their
spots in the new locker room.

purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-111108
Sept. 29, Oct. 6, 13, 2017
Fmn13493

“Basically where they’ve situated themselves is in the center of the room,” Wexler
said. “It sends a great message from our two
veteran core guys: ‘We’re gonna be in the
middle of this thing. We’re not looking to
be closest to the door and fastest way out.
We’re heart of the team and we’re in the
middle of the locker room.’”
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The Weekly Crossword
The Stax Music Academy will present Six Decades of Funk: Honoring the Bar-Kays Tuesday, Oct. 3, at 7 p.m. at the Stax Museum of
American Soul Music, 926 E. McLemore Ave. To honor retiring BarKays lead singer Larry Dodson and original Bar-Kays member James
Alexander, the music academy will perform several of the band’s hits.
Arrive early for refreshments and a discussion with Dodson, Alexander
and Stax Museum executive director Jeff Kollath. Cost is free. Visit
staxmuseum.com.

The Junior League of Memphis will
hold an Antiques on the Lawn Sale
Saturday, Sept. 30, starting at 9 a.m. at
the Community Resource Center, 3475
Central Ave. Items for sale include fine
furniture, china, crystal, rugs, collectibles,
artwork, cookware and more; all proceeds benefit JLM’s Repeat Boutique. Visit
jlmemphis.org.
Paint Memphis will host its 2017 oneday paint festival Saturday, Sept. 30,
from noon to 6 p.m. at Willett Street and
Lamar Avenue as well as at Altown, the
skate park at Roland Street and Evelyn
Avenue. More than 170 artists from all
over the world will paint the largest collaborative mural in Tennessee. Admission is free, and families are encouraged
to watch the artists in action, visit the
food trucks and check out vendors. Visit
paintmemphis.org.
The Arc Mid-South will hold its 22st annual Awards and Benefit Gala on Saturday,
Sept. 30, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the
Guest House at Graceland, 3600 Elvis
Presley Blvd. The reception will feature
community recognition awards and live
and silent auctions. Visit thearcmidsouth.
org/gala2017 or call 901-327-2473 for
tickets.
The Memphis Symphony Orchestra
will open its season with “The Promise of
America” Saturday, Sept. 30, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Cannon Center for the Performing
Arts, 255 N. Main St., and Sunday, Oct. 1,
at 2:30 p.m. at the Germantown Performing Arts Center, 1801 Exeter Road. The
concert features Dvorak's Symphony No.
9, "From the New World," and Boyer's "Ellis
Island: Dream of America." During Boyer's

piece, images of Ellis Island will be played
on the screen and actors will read letters
and stories from immigrants. Buy tickets
at memphissymphony.org.
Novel will host Otis Sanford for a discussion and signing of “From Boss Crump to
King Willie: How Race Changed Memphis
Politics” Monday, Oct. 2, at 6 p.m. at the
bookstore, 387 Perkins Road Extended.
Visit novelmemphis.com.
The Rotary Club of Memphis East will
meet Wednesday, Oct. 4, at noon at the
Racquet Club, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. Civil War
author Ann Marie Ackermann will speak
about her new book “Death of an Assassin.” Visit rotaryclubofmemphiseast.org.
The Downtown Memphis Commission
will host the 2017 Downtown Memphis
annual meeting Wednesday, Oct. 4, from
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Civic Center Plaza and
the DMC offices, 114 N. Main St. The event
will include a DMC open house (5 to 5:30),
Vision Awards ceremony (5:30 to 7), and
street party with music, games, food and
more (7 to 9). Cost is free; RSVP required.
Email taylor@downtownmemphis.com
to RSVP.
The fourth annual Taste of Cooper-Young
will be held Thursday, Oct. 5, at 5:30 p.m.
on the street in front of First Congregational Church, 1000 S. Cooper St. The event
will feature tastings at a dozen popular
Cooper-Young restaurants, a silent auction
and live entertainment. Tickets are $50.
Visit tasteofcooperyoung.org.

ACROSS
1 Top of the heap
5 Crumbly cheese
9 As a rule
14 A question of
timing
15 By and by
16 Easily duped
17 Italian auto
maker
18 Gerard Butler,
for one
19 Adorable one
20 Falsehood
22 Chilled
24 Kind of cake
25 1040 entry
27 Perspective
29 Candle type
33 Louver piece
36 Former network
anchor
38 Johnny Bench
was one
39 Frog's perch
41 Soon, in old
times
43 Down Under
bird
44 Allow
46 Get the pot
going
47 Price factor
49 Tree with
catkins
51 Hand-color, in a
way
53 Marble
57 Social network
60 Yawn inducer
62 High spot
63 Desktop item
65 Something to
build on
66 Memorial
stonepile
67 Roll up, as a
flag
68 Whiskey ___
69 Beginning stage
70 Deuce taker
71 Notice
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DOWN
34 Margarita fruit
52 Wander
1 Bad
35 Many a homeaimlessly
2 Fine dinnerware
coming attendee 54 Felipe's farewell
3 Rich in content
37 Medicinal herb
55 Figure, as a
4 Petition
40 Contrite
sum
5 Certain protest
42 Generous gifts
56 Grinding
6 Taqueria treat
45 Chesapeake,
material
7 Before-long link
e.g.
57 Shell food?
8 Monkey
48 Clothing
58 Stop suckling
business
50 Something to
59 Showy flower
9 Again
lend
61 Nothing but
10 Source of leaks
64 Mangy mutt
11 One of the
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
Jackson 5
G A G A
G R A M
C A S T
12 Dark doings
A C R I D
A U R A
O G L E
13 Requirement
S H I R E
L I M N
N A A N
21 Coffee ___
P E N T A G O N
P E T I T E
23 Like a ConesI D E S
C O R O N E T
toga wagon
F L A M E T H R O W E R
26 Fishing aid
L I V E N
A C E
T R I G
A L E
D I S C O R D
A D O
28 Barcelona
P Y R E
S E E
R I F L E
bigwig
L A S E R P R I N T E R
30 Something to
R U F F
S C R E W U P
pump
A L U M N A
D O G T I R E D
31 Opening
N O O N
E D E M A
L O N E
32 Drop-off spot
C A N T
R E L I C
A N O N
10/2/17 -D10/8/17
E R G O
L Y R E
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HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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The 5,000-Seat Noncompete
In a Changing Memphis

T

he mantra has been clear
since Graceland dramatically changed the plans for
its proposed Whitehaven
concert venue: Almost nobody in officialdom wants to touch the
Memphis Grizzlies’ noncompete clause
for FedExForum.
And it’s understandable, at least to
some degree. The terms of the agreement
state, among other things, that Memphis
and Shelby County can’t build or provide
incentives for an arena that seats more
than 5,000 people. In exchange, the Grizzlies organization – not the city or county
– takes on any red ink in the operation of
the 19,000-seat Downtown arena.
The agreement is one of several factors that led to the 12,000-seat Mid-South
Coliseum being mothballed in 2006 and to
a series of proposals over the past decade
to reimagine the now-50-year-old arena
as something else.
Coliseum proponents’ latest pitch
calls for a 4,999-seat multipurpose venue
– one less than the magic number that
would cause the Grizzlies to call foul.
But despite the best intentions of the
noncompete clause, FedExForum does
have competition.
It’s just outside Memphis’ southern
border, at the Landers Center in Southaven – a 10,000-seat arena that Graceland
itself originally booked for the annual
Elvis video concert in August, according
to Joel Weinshanker, managing partner of
Graceland Holdings LLC.
Weinshanker told Shelby County commissioners in early September he decided
to move the concert to FedExForum in a
show of cooperation – “because we are

Memphis-proud.”
Two weeks later, Elvis Presley Enterprises’ attorney, James McLaren, was
standing before the EDGE board, making
the surprise announcement that EPE was
changing its venue plans – even though
McLaren said both he and EDGE’s legal
counsel took the position that the noncompete wouldn’t apply to the Whitehaven venue.
The Grizzlies growled, and Graceland
stepped aside.
Some of this is show business, which
by nature is competitive even with a noncompete clause. An arena lives and dies
by how many people show up to an event.
And the Grizzlies organization is on the
hook if it doesn’t make money.
That said, the clause needs to be revisited. Part of the discussion should be a
realization that FedExForum has competition it didn’t have when the agreement
was signed more than 15 years ago and
Memphis needs a venue to split the gap
between the 2,300-seat Orpheum and
the Forum.
Weinshanker’s decision to move the
Elvis concert to FedExForum was an
outlier. Most promoters who know they
can’t fill a 19,000-seat arena will readily
opt for a 10,000-seat venue 20 minutes
away. And Memphis will continue to lose
events – and the revenue they generate
– to Landers Center until the venue gap
is closed.
As Memphis’ landscape changes with
efforts to grow the city from the inside out,
other plans will emerge that get close to
the 5,000-seat ceiling. It’s a vacuum someone has to fill. Which side of the state line
will it be on?
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This week in Memphis history:

1991: Willie Herenton is elected mayor – the first African-American elected
mayor in Memphis history. Herenton upsets incumbent Dick Hackett by 142
votes, the closest margin in a mayor’s race under the mayor-council form of
government, but not the closest in the much-longer history of Memphis mayoral elections under various forms of municipal government. The election also
sees the election of an African-American majority to the 13-member Memphis
City Council. It is a tumultuous election night in which the vote count goes
past midnight. The Shelby County Election Commission before and after this
election had always released absentee votes first. In this case, the absentee
vote totals are not added until the election day totals had been tabulated. The
delay prompts several hundred Herenton supporters gathered at The Peabody
to come to the Downtown offices of the election commission. They follow U.S.
Rep. Harold Ford Sr., with a Hackett team of advisers arriving as well to oversee
the absentee vote count. Herenton went on to become the longest-serving
Memphis mayor, resigning July 30, 2009.
1862: Union Gen. William T. Sherman, traveling from his Memphis command
to Oxford, Mississippi, comes across “a wagon that looked like a city furniture
wagon with springs” in a farmer’s barnyard near Oxford. He orders his quartermaster to confiscate the wagon. The farmer tells the quartermaster that
someone from Memphis left the wagon in his barnyard
with another wagon in the farmer’s barn. “They went to
the barn, and there found a handsome city hearse, with
pall and plumes,” Sherman wrote later in his memoirs.
“The farmer said they had had a big funeral out of
Memphis, but when it reached his house, the coffin was
found to contain a fine assortment of medicines for the
use of Van Dorn’s army (a reference to the Confederate
commander of forces on the other side of the battle
lines). Thus under the pretense of a first-class funeral,
A campaign ad for
incumbent Memphis
they had carried through our guards the very things we
Mayor Rowlett
had tried to prevent. It was a good trick, but diminished
Paine in an October
our respect for such pageants afterward.”
1927 edition of
Source: “Memoirs of General William T. Sherman”

A General Invitation, Come Home

DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

COME ON BACK TO ELMWOOD, GEN.
FORREST.
I first issued that invitation in 2013,
and again in 2015. As it has been for some
time – it’s past time.
Come back, general, and bring the
missus. Elmwood is where you said you
wanted to be. Others put you in a public
park and made you a symbol of what you
are not. You are not a victor in a virtuous

cause. You are not superior by virtue of
your color. You are not entitled to a glorified history others would give you, only to
the whole truth of your own.
After all, you bought the Elmwood lot
yourself in 1854 and you were buried there
in 1877, before strangers took you and your
wife away in 1905.
Your brothers Jeffrey, William and
Jesse are there, and your son, William. You
rode with them in life and war, and you
should rest with them in the Forrest family lot. Not in honor of any cause, lost or
otherwise. Not in praise of military genius
or wizardry in the saddle. Not in the disgrace of trading black people as property
or murdering them as they surrendered at
Fort Pillow. Not in the infamy of founding
the Ku Klux Klan or in the endless spin to
justify and glorify your fascinating, darkly
polarizing life.

Not because of any of that but in recognition of your real place in history, where
respect is given for what must come to all
and judgment is left to history itself and to
the passage of time and not the passion of
moments or movements.
Those who would deny the whole truth
of your life, who would cause so much pain
to propagate romantic mythology, should
hear what I’m sure your neighbor next
door at Elmwood, Shelby Foote, would say:
The Civil War is history. Rest in peace.
Come home, general. But don’t bring
the statue. It wasn’t there in the first place,
and there’s no place for it there now and
the misplaced attention it brings.
You’ll be among 21 generals from both
North and South. You’ll join veterans of
every American war, next to our most
famous and infamous, saints and scallywags, black and white, madams and

The Daily News.

mayors, our brightest stars and darkest
memories.
You’ll be part of the soul of Memphis
history, 75,000 souls strong and counting.
As to that park, let’s name it Healing
Arts Park – less clinical than Health Sciences Park – and rededicate it to our rich
history in that regard. We could recognize
Dr. Willis C. Campbell, who, quite literally,
wrote the book on modern orthopedics, or
honor Dr. Lemuel W. Diggs, a pioneer in
sickle cell anemia, creator of the South’s
first blood bank and facilitator in the St.
Jude founding, or acknowledge thousands
of fragile new lives saved by the dedication
of Dr. Sheldon B. Korones.
The story of so many more, and more
yet to come, can be told in this park, an
inspiring story of progress.
I’m a Memphian, and healing is better for us.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Are home prices rising in
your neighborhood?

In 2016 Shelby County
recorded the highest
average home sales
price on record.

Our exclusive Neighborhood Profile Report provides an overview of your subdivision with
home sales activity for the past three years including current, year-to-date figures.
Review changes in home sales values, examine foreclosure activity and monitor recent sales
activity. Your home is your largest investment, be sure you’re protecting it.
Download your report and review sample reports at www.mychandlerreports.com or call
901-528-5273 for more information.
Chandler Reports has been providing premium, unbiased real estate data in Memphis and Shelby County for over 45 years.
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HEALTH CARE: THE
EXPANSION OF ST. JUDE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12th
3:30 PM @ Memphis Brooks Museum
Wine & cheese reception to follow
#MEMhealth

Fueled by billions of dollars in investment, the Medical District is undergoing a
construction boom. Among the most significant projects on the horizon is a multibillion dollar expansion being launched by St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
and ALSAC, the fundraising arm of the 5,000-employee research hospital.
The St. Jude expansion will not only create 1,800 jobs but will also spur the
revitalization of the Pinch District, a historical nine-block section of Downtown
that was the city’s first commercial district in the 19th century and has been long
neglected. With key properties like Bass Pro Shops at The Pyramid and the Cook
Convention Center, the area is a prime target for rejuvenation. Join key public
and private officials, including Tommy Pacello of the Memphis Medical District
Collaborative and Jennifer Oswalt of the Downtown Memphis Commission as
they discuss the exciting plans for the area and the expected impact that the
project will have on Downtown Memphis and the rapidly growing Medical District.
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