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Zach Randolph Arrested,
Faces Felony Pot Charge
LOS ANGELES — Veteran NBA star
forward Zach Randolph was arrested on a
marijuana charge after several police cars
were vandalized when a large gathering
became unruly at a Los Angeles housing
project, authorities said Thursday, Aug. 10.
Randolph, 36, was taken into custody
late Wednesday on suspicion of possessing
marijuana with intent to sell, according
to Los Angeles Police Department Officer
Liliana Preciado.
“The charges are false and misleading,”
Randolph’s agent and attorney Raymond
Brothers told The Associated Press on
Thursday. “We’re looking at all options to
resolve this matter.”
Police on patrol observed a crowd
drinking, smoking pot, blasting music and
blocking streets at the Nickerson Gardens
project in Watts, Preciado said.
Officers called for backup when the
crowd grew and people began throwing
bottles and rocks.
Five police cars and one sheriff’s vehicle
ended up with smashed windows and
slashed tires. No officers were hurt.
Officers also arrested Stanley Walton,
43, on suspicion of carrying a gun as an
ex-convict, Preciado said. She didn’t know
if Walton has an attorney.
Police recovered two guns, impounded
two vehicles and seized narcotics, Preciado
said.
Randolph, a 16-year NBA veteran, spent
eight seasons with the Memphis Grizzlies

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

before signing with the Sacramento Kings
in July. Representatives for the Kings did
not immediately return calls seeking comment Thursday.
The two-time NBA All-Star played for
Michigan State University before being
drafted in 2001 by the Portland Trail Blazers. Randolph also played for the New York
Knicks and Los Angeles Clippers.
– Christopher Weber, The Associated Press

FedEx Files $3 Million
In Building Permits
FedEx Corp. has filed a pair of building
permit applications for two separate sites
in Memphis totaling $3 million.
The first permit for $1.8 million calls for
modifications to an existing vehicle repair
facility at 3318 Winchester Road.
The second permit, this one for $1.2
million, calls for a pre-engineered metal
building to be constructed at the FedEx
Hub to be used as a quick repair facility for
ground vehicles.
Arthur Yeates and Ben Allen with A2H
were listed as the architect and engineer
on both permits.
– Patrick Lantrip

Football Tigers Scrimmage
Aug. 12 at Lambuth Campus
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Memphian Donald
Gray’s Journey To
Being MSU’s No. 1
Wide Receiver

White Station product and
Mississippi State wide receiver
Donald Gray has always had a
determination and mind all his
own. Just ask his father.
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Boyd Says Luttrell
Endorsement is
‘Partnership’

It’s been a refrain especially
in residential real estate for several quarters now: Consumers
are feeling more secure in their
jobs, upbeat about the local and
national economics and thus
confident about spending. And

Memphis-area home sales and
mortgage data have reflected that
confidence.
Business executives, real estate professionals and finance insiders have all shared anecdotal
insight about Memphis’ economic
picture. For a more complete snapSee Pages 10-11
shot, we offer The Memphis News: data points
that collectively tell
Q2 Economic Overview, a mix of the local
economic story.

Herenton’s New Path
Former mayor proposes new facility for juvenile offenders

Republican contender for
governor Randy Boyd picks
up the endorsement of Shelby
County Mayor Mark Luttrell
and talks about Medicaid
coverage as well as his coming
run across the state.
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Former Memphis Mayor Willie Herenton proposes
buying the city’s former auto inspection building
Downtown and converting it into a development
center for juvenile offenders.
(Daily News/Houston Cofield)
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Marshall Academy opened at Northside High
School as a school for juveniles beyond the Hope
Academy they attended while in detention.
The academy was short-lived but marked the
start of several attempts Herenton has made at
the concept, which surfaced again this week as
the New Path Restorative Campus.

Southern College of Optometry is opening a new eye clinic
that offers paperless telemedicine
services and other state-of-the-art
technology inside Crosstown Concourse, in space the clinic will share
with Church Health Eye Care.
Dr. James Venable, vice president of clinical programs at the
college, said the motivation behind
development of the clinic was creating a model that represents what
the college believes the future of
eye health delivery and vision care
will look like. The result is FocalPoint, the name of the new clinic,
and its offerings will include being
one of only a dozen locations in the
U.S. that offers customizable eyewear through a system that uses
3-D scanning, design automation
and 3-D printing.
FocalPoint will take up most
of the shared 8,000-square-foot
space at Crosstown Concourse
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The Memphis Grizzlies are accepting
submissions for two public address announcers for the 2017-18 season – one with
the Memphis Grizzlies and one with their
NBA Developmental League, or Gatorade
League, team the Memphis Hustle. The
selected candidates will serve as the inarena voice of the respective organizations
for all 2017-2018 home games and will be
responsible for announcing team rosters,
in-game scoring and fouls, and other prepared scripts and game information.
The ideal candidate can accurately
voice written scripts in a high-pressure,
live game setting as well as take direction
from game producers to engage the crowd
through fan prompts. Enthusiasm, passion
and knowledge for NBA basketball are a
must. Professional voice, public address,
television or radio broadcasting experience
is preferred. The ability to work a flexible
schedule including evenings and weekends
is required.
Interested candidates must fill out the
web submission form at http://on.nba.
com/2umDwS2 that includes a resume,
YouTube link and MP3 file attachment.
Submissions must be sent by Friday,
Aug. 25. After all online submissions are
reviewed, finalists will be contacted to
participate in a private, live audition later.

William Adler has been re-elected
chapter chairman of SCORE Memphis for a
second term, the business service organization has announced.
Adler will continue to coordinate
community outreach, recruiting and the
chapter’s small business mentoring and
workshop programs.
Adler’s return as chapter chair will
continue to “have a very positive impact on
SCORE Memphis,” SCORE’s CEO Kenneth
Yancey said in a release.
“Adler has shown dedication to the
Memphis and Mid-South business community,” Yancey said. “He will ensure the
superior level of service that SCORE Memphis offers to Mid-South area businesses.”
Adler heads up the local office of The
Entrepreneur’s Source, and has more than
25 years of executive management experience with area small businesses.
Other officers elected to serve at SCORE

August 18
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new vaccine

Memphis Grizzlies Seek
Public Address Announcers

Adler Re-Elected Chairman
Of SCORE Memphis
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What’s Coming Up

– Daily News staff

– Don Wade

For the second consecutive season
under coach Mike Norvell, the University
of Memphis football team has packed up
and moved to the University of Memphis-

EMPHASIS
ISSUES

Memphis include: Joe McDonald, vice
chairman; Beverly Anderson, treasurer; and
Janet Cherry, secretary.
SCORE is a nonprofit association
founded in 1964 that is dedicated to helping
small businesses get off the ground, grow
and achieve their goals through education
and mentorship. It has a network of more
than 350 offices and 11,000 volunteers
around the country, and is supported by
the U.S. Small Business Administration,
so SCORE is able to deliver services at no
charge or for a very low cost.
For more information, visit www.
memphis.score.org or contact the SCORE
Memphis office, 5100 Poplar Ave., suite
1701, at 901-544-0557.

Lambuth Campus for a three-day getaway
up Interstate 40 in Jackson, Tennessee.
Memphis was to continue its normal
practice schedule on Thursday and Friday
morning, but there will be several teambuilding exercises taking place when they
aren’t on the field.
“I like changing up their routine. That’s
something we talk about,” Norvell said.
“Especially starting as early as we have.
Guys get to go be on a different field, a different surface and a different atmosphere.
We have to go create our own intensity and
maximize every day.”
Memphis is near the midway point of
fall camp. The Tigers open the season on
Aug. 31 against Louisiana-Monroe at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium.
During the stay at Lambuth, the team
will hear from a motivational guest speaker
one night and spend another night around
the campfire learning more about each
other.
“I think those three days last year were
phenomenal for the relationships,” Norvell
said. “Some of these guys have been together for four or five years and didn’t know
some of the stories, some of the upbringings and some of the journeys.”
The Tigers will wrap up the week with
an open scrimmage on Saturday at the
Lambuth Campus football field at 10 a.m.
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at 585 Morrison
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t of Labor
and Workforce
Development,
the
layoffs will occur
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24 and Dec. 3.
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employers with more
than 100 employees to provide
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will mark the solar eclipse Aug. 21 in the
plaza of the Overton Park museum.
The public is invited to the outdoor
gathering from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Free
eclipse glasses will be provided while supplies last and there will be two food trucks at
the site. Those at the event are also invited
to create their own drawings and images
of the event.
The museum itself will not be open
during the party. Those coming to the plaza
should bring their own lawn chairs.
– Bill Dries

FedEx Express Job Fair
To Be Held Aug. 12
FedEx Express is hosting a job fair at
the Memphis World Hub Saturday, Aug.
12, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 2874 Business
Park Drive, Building D.
The Memphis-based shipping giant is
seeking to fill 800 permanent part-time positions with hourly rates starting at $12.62
and a guaranteed minimum of 17.5 hours a
week. The positions also come with medical coverage options.
Applicants must be at least 18 years old,
be able to lift 75 pounds, and are subject to
a background check and drug screening.
– Patrick Lantrip

Grizzlies Release
Preseason Schedule
The Memphis Grizzlies will tip off its
five-game 2017 preseason schedule at FedExForum against the Orlando Magic at 7
p.m. Monday, Oct. 2.
Following the home preseason opener,
the Grizzlies will travel to play the Philadelphia 76ers on Wednesday, Oct. 4, at the
Wells Fargo Arena and the Atlanta Hawks
on Monday, Oct. 9. Memphis will conclude
the exhibition slate with two home contests
against the Houston Rockets on Wednesday, Oct. 11, and New Orleans Pelicans on
Friday, Oct. 13. Both games start at 7 p.m.
The NBA and Grizzlies’ regular season
schedules will be announced in the next
few days.
– Don Wade

City Council Approves
Beale Hotel, Parking
The Memphis City Council approved
Tuesday, Aug. 8, plans for a five-story,
101-room hotel and a five-level 103-space
parking deck in the block of Beale Street
between Fourth Street and Danny Thomas
Boulevard. Original plans called for a sixstory hotel building, but that was later
changed.
The hotel by KNM Development Group
is to be a Vib by Best Western aimed at
attracting millennial travelers. The hotel
and the parking deck behind it would be
built on open land at 404 Beale St., directly
across from Church Park.
Attorney Charles Carpenter, whose law
office is next to the hotel site in the historic building that formerly housed Solvent
Bank, had some concerns about the impact
of construction and pilings specifically on
his building. But developers said those differences were quickly resolved.
In other action, the council approved
the hiring of an independent actuary to
review the city’s health care plan as the

administration considers a new health plan
and contract for city employees.
The administration projects a $12 million savings as a result of fewer claims by
city employees.
Councilman Edmund Ford Jr. pushed
for the independent actuary, citing the
council’s obligation to act should the savings turn out to be a deficit.
The previous council hired independent actuaries to examine administration
estimates of the liability in the city’s health
care benefits package that prompted the
state of Tennessee to require the city to fully
fund the liability over a five-year period that
continues to this day.
In that case, the actuaries hired by the
council came up with different numbers
than the administration of then-Mayor A

C Wharton.
The cost of the actuary would come
from the city’s health care fund and by a
preliminary estimate would be “tens of
thousands of dollars,” according to city
chief financial officer Brian Collins.
By the terms of Ford’s resolution, the
actuary firm is to be hired and working by
Aug. 22.
About six weeks into the new fiscal
year, the council approved $6.5 million for
street paving projects across the city. With
the funding resolution, City Hall marks
a return to a cycle of paving streets once
every 25 years.
Just two years ago, the city was on a
40-year paving cycle.
The council again delayed a vote on
a proposed convenience store with gas

GET YOUR
NORMAL BACK
For over 100 years, Semmes Murphey Clinic has been a
leader in neurological and spinal care. Our physical
therapists provide integrated therapeutic treatment to
help you return to an active life style.
APPOINTMENTS LINE: (901) 522-7700
WWW.SEMMES-MURPHEY.COM

pumps at South Parkway and Interstate
240 by Spire Enterprises.
– Bill Dries

Hooks Institute Lands $20K
For HAAMI Program
The Benjamin L. Hooks Institute at
the University of Memphis has received a
$20,000 grant from the SunTrust Foundation to support the Hooks African-American Male Initiative (HAAMI).
The institute launched HAAMI in 2016
to increase the retention and graduation
rates of black male students at the University of Memphis. Current data shows
that for first-time, full-time students who
graduated within a four-year period, black
males have an average graduation rate
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of 10.6 percent, significantly less than all
other groups. The Hooks Institute’s efforts
with HAAMI are intended to help create
prosperity for African-American males,
which in turn helps to collectively benefit
the lives of all Memphians and create positive social change.
The SunTrust Foundation grant will
provide general operating support for the
HAAMI program as well as personal finance
education, which will benefit students
during their course of study and beyond
graduation.
“We are incredibly grateful to SunTrust
Foundation for their ongoing, generous
support of the Hooks Institute and our
HAAMI program,” said Hooks Institute
executive director Daphene R. McFerren
in a statement. “This funding will allow us
to expand the program to include more
students in the 2017-2018 academic year,
as well as increase our focus on personal
finance, which is so critically important.”
– Don Wade

Shakespeare Co. Partners
With Germantown Schools
Tennessee Shakespeare Company and
the Germantown Municipal School District
a partnering on a multi-year education initiative that will bring an immersive Shakespeare curriculum to all fifth-, seventh- and
ninth-graders.
Starting this school year, fifth- and
seventh-grade students in the Germantown

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

school district will participate in an introductory, immersive “playshop” to prepare
them for experiencing a full performance
of TSC’s self-created production “Shakes,
Rattle, and Roll.” The show pays tribute to
local heritage, linking the signature music
of Memphis to the works of Shakespeare
that could have inspired them.
Germantown ninth-graders, meanwhile, will take part in TSC’s Romeo and
Juliet Project, a four-part interactive residency that launched at Germantown High
School seven years ago and has expanded
to many Shelby County schools.
The program, which transforms classrooms into playing spaces to change students’ expectations and reception of the
material, begins with three sessions that
engage the students in playing three different parts of the play and wraps up with
a live, intimate performance of “Romeo
and Juliet.”
Funding for the first year of the partnership between TSC and the Germantown
Municipal School District is being provided
by Milton T. Schaeffer and Shakespeare
in American Communities, a program of
the National Endowment for the Arts in
partnership with Arts Midwest.
Tennessee Shakespeare Company actors and teachers will join Germantown
leaders at the Aug. 19 opening of the new
facility at Riverdale School, 7391 Neshoba
Road.
The school will be open for tours from 3
p.m. to 5 p.m. During that time, TSC will be

performing excerpts from “Shakes, Rattle,
and Roll” in the outdoor amphitheater.
Company members will also engage students in a participatory playshop similar
to the series that will be offered in Germantown schools.
– Daily News staff

Flooring Company to Close
Tenn. Plant, Lay Off 215
A flooring company will close a Tennessee plant this year, resulting in 215 layoffs.
The Jackson Sun reports that Armstrong Flooring notified employees Monday that the Jackson plant will close later
this year, although no specific date has
been released. Armstrong Flooring communications manager Stephen Trapnell
says the plant is not equipped to manufacture the products that meet current
customer demand.
Trapnell says severance package discussions will take place over the next few
days, and employees can apply for positions at other Armstrong locations.
The company says it will determine the
future of the 81-acre facility after production is completed.
Jackson Chamber president and CEO
Kyle Spurgeon and Mayor Jimmy Harris
say the decision doesn’t presage a closure
trend, pointing to manufacturing industries that have recently expanded their
workforce.
– The Associated Press

Mahaffey Acquires $24M
In Tent, Structure Assets
Memphis-based Mahaffey Fabric
Structures, which rents temporary structures ranging from tents for festivals to
temporary airplane hangars and blast
shelters, has bought $24.2 million in assets
from Classic Party Rentals.
The purchase, which includes tents,
structure frames, fabric pieces and specialty structures, follows California-based
Classic Party Rentals’ decision to exit the
third-party event rental services business.
Founded in 1924, Mahaffey serves customers throughout North America, Mexico,
the Caribbean and beyond, installing as
many as 400 temporary structures in a
typical year.
With the purchase, the company says
it will have an expanded network of personnel and products to cover large-scale
activations, corporate events, festivals,
sporting events, film productions and other
special events nationwide.
George Smith, executive vice president
at Mahaffey Fabric Structures, called the
addition of more than 3.1 million square
feet of tent and structure inventory “an
industry game-changer.”
“It is a unique opportunity, not only
to purchase high-end assets that rarely
become available, but also to expand our
coverage of the special events industry –
both for rentals and sub-leasing,” Smith
said in a statement.
The company added that while it’s

Are home prices rising in your neighborhood?
In 2016 Shelby County recorded the highest average home sales price on record.

Our exclusive Neighborhood
Profile Report provides an
overview of your subdivision
with home sales activity for
the past three years including
current, year-to-date figures.
Review changes in home sales
values, examine foreclosure
activity and monitor recent
sales activity. Your home is
your largest investment, be
sure you’re protecting it.
Download your report and
review sample reports at
www.mychandlerreports.com
or call 901-528-5273
for more information.
Chandler Reports has been providing premium,
unbiased real estate data in Memphis and
Shelby County for over 45 years.
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looking forward to increasing its special
event coverage, it’s also open to subleasing
for selling surplus inventory.

the fiscal third quarter. Analysts surveyed
by Zacks expected revenue of $4.91 billion.
– The Associated Press

– Daily News staff

Grizzlies’ McLemore Breaks
Foot, Will Miss Season Start

FedEx Sends 173 Drivers
To Driving Championships

The Memphis Grizzlies are expected
to be without guard Ben McLemore for a
minimum of 12 weeks following surgery for
a non-displaced fracture of the fifth metatarsal in his right foot. The Grizzlies said the
injury occurred when he landed on another
player’s foot after driving to the basket during a pick-up game in Los Angeles.
The Grizzlies signed McLemore to a
two-year, $10.7 million contract this summer. The seventh overall pick of the 2013
NBA Draft, McLemore averaged 9.4 points
and 1.2 assists over four seasons with the
Sacramento Kings. His role diminished last
season under Kings coach Dave Joerger.
McLemore was penciled in as the
starter for Memphis at shooting guard.
Now Wayne Selden, who started in the
playoffs last season as a rookie, and free
agent signee Tyreke Evans figure to fight for
the job. The injury to McLemore also could
open up minutes for Troy Daniels and perhaps even clear a patch for veteran Tony
Allen to return to the team on a contract at
or slightly above the veterans’ minimum.

FedEx is being represented by 173
drivers hailing from all 50 states at this
year’s National Truck Driving Championships, which began Tuesday and continues
through Saturday, Aug. 12, in Orlando,
Florida.
This is the second consecutive year
FedEx will be represented by a driver from
each state.
In order to compete at the National
Truck Driving Championships, drivers
must meet qualifying safety standards and
have an accident-free driving record for at
least one year prior.
“This demonstrates that the FedEx
commitment to safety and excellence
permeates our entire organization, and we
are proud to have these men and women
represent FedEx,” FedEx Corp. chairman
and CEO Fred Smith said in a release.
At the competition, drivers vie for national titles in nine classes of vehicles in
addition to the title of the National Grand
Champion by accumulating points through
a written exam, pre-trip inspection and
driving-skills challenge.

– Don Wade

– Patrick Lantrip

In2Bones Gets FDA Nod
For 2 Orthopedic Systems

‘I Am a Man’ Plaza
Initial Design Unveiled

In2Bones USA LLC, a subsidiary of
Memphis-based medical device maker In2Bones Global Inc., has received U.S. Food
and Drug Administration clearance for its
new fracture and correction system, which
will be marketed under the 5MS Fracture
Repair System and the CoLag Locking
Compression Screw System brand names.
The company says the 5MS system is a
plate and screw system that addresses fractures and deformities of the fifth metatarsal
bone in the foot. The CoLag system, meanwhile, is a new concept in orthopedic bone
fixation that creates a compression lock
between the bone fragment and fracture.
In2Bones USA LLC and In2Bones SAS
of Lyon, France, merged in August 2016 to
form In2Bones Global Inc., headquartered
in Memphis.
Since the merger, and in addition to the
two new systems cleared by the FDA, the
company has launched several products
used in extremity surgeries.

The initial design of a public plaza
south of FedExForum commemorating
the 1968 sanitation workers strike calls
for a central sculpture with the words “I
Am a Man” in 15-foot-tall stainless steel
letters, along with quotes from speeches
by civil rights leaders on other parts of the
built environment and on the letters of the
sculpture.
The city of Memphis and UrbanArt
Commission announced Monday, Aug.
7, that Memphis landscape architect John
Jackson of JPA Inc. and Cliff Garten of
California-based Cliff Garten Studio will
lead the public art project, working in collaboration with Memphis spoken word
artist Steve Fox.
The plaza, which takes its name from
the slogan on the signs carried by the
sanitation workers during the three-month
strike, is currently an open lot at the corner
of Hernando Street and Pontotoc Avenue,
across from Clayborn Temple. It was a
starting point for many of the marches
sanitation workers made to City Hall during the strike. The plaza is part of the city’s
larger plans to mark the 60th anniversary
of the strike, including Dr. Martin Luther
King’s involvement and his assassination,
next year.
The design selection committee reviewed 78 applications. The process now
moves to four workshops to engage the
public in the specific design and text that
will be used in the design elements.
The first of those sessions is Aug. 19 at
New Chicago Community Development
Corp., 1036 Firestone Ave., at 1 p.m. The
other sessions are Aug. 24 at Orange Mound
Community Center, 2572 Park Ave., at
10:30 a.m.; Aug. 29 at Clayborn Temple,
294 Hernando St., at 5:30 p.m.; and Sept.

– Daily News staff

Tenet Healthcare Reports
$55 Million Loss in Q2
Tenet Healthcare Corp. on Monday,
Aug. 7, reported a loss of $55 million in its
second quarter.
The Dallas-based company, whose
local operations include Saint Francis
Hospital-Memphis and Saint Francis Hospital-Bartlett, said it had a loss of 55 cents
per share. Losses adjusted for one-time
gains and costs came to 17 cents per share.
For the current third quarter ending in
October, Tenet expects a loss of 20 cents to
35 cents per share.
The company said it expects revenue in
the range of $4.6 billion to $4.8 billion for

7 at Whitehaven Community Center, 4318
Graceland Drive, at 5 p.m.
For images of the initial design, visit
memphisdailynews.com.
– Bill Dries

bottled in green glass in since 1926. The
drink is available nationwide online, at all
Cracker Barrel and World Market stores,
and in select grocery stores and retailers in
46 states and Washington, D.C.
– Andy Meek

Craft Soda Ale-8-One
Expands Distribution
A craft soda with a Southern heritage
spanning more than 90 years has expanded
its distribution in Tennessee and now is
showing up on Kroger shelves in Memphis.
Ale-8-One Bottling Co., maker of the
popular ginger and citrus-based craft soda,
announced that Kroger has placed it on
their store shelves in Memphis and other
Tennessee cities. Ale-8 is one of the South’s
oldest craft sodas and has something of a
cult following across the U.S.
The family-owned company based in
Winchester, Kentucky, still uses a handwritten secret formula to achieve its signature
taste. Notes from the company’s founder
G.L. Wainscott guide his great-great
nephew and current owner Fielding Rogers
as he hand-mixes each batch of Ale-8-One.
“As our company grows and adds new
retailers like Kroger, we will continue to
remain committed to our high-quality
standards and company values that have
been so important to us for more than nine
decades,” Ale-8-One president and chief
operating officer Ellen McGeeney said in a
statement about the expansion.
The Ale-8-One soft drink has been

Report: Pera’s Stake in
Ubiquiti Rises to $3.7B
Memphis Grizzlies majority owner
Robert Pera had a good week last week.
His networking company, Ubiquiti
Networks Inc., soundly beat analysts’ forecast for earnings and revenue in the fourth
quarter, catapulting the stock 20 percent
higher in trading on Aug. 3.
Based on his holdings in the company,
Ubiquiti’s founder and CEO Pera became
$600 million richer when the stock rose,
hitting an intraday high of $67.80 per share.
Citing FactSet, Pera owns 71 percent of the
company’s stock and his stake rose to $3.7
billion, according to MarketWatch.
Ubiquiti reported fiscal fourth-quarter
net income of $60.7 million, or 74 cents a
share, on sales of $228.6 million, up from
$185.7 million a year ago.
But the forecast for fiscal 2018, which
began July 1, may have provided the most
fuel for the stock’s rise. Ubiquiti forecast $1
billion to $1.15 billion in revenue and earnings of $3.70 to $4.30 a share, well above
analysts’ forecast of $3.24 in earnings on
sales of $938.7 million.
– Daily News staff
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SA N DY YO U NG B LO OD

The way BankTennessee mortgage specialist Jessica Campbell sees it, conditions
in Shelby County’s current residential real
estate market are about as favorable as the
industry could hope for.
A mix of high demand, rising home values and low interest rates holding steady are
among the factors she and her colleagues say
are behind the 4 percent gain in purchase
mortgage volume that kicked off the third
quarter in July, compared to July 2016. That’s
according to data from real estate information company Chandler Reports, www.
chandlerreports.com.
Fueling that percentage increase was
mortgage volume growth from about

The average mortgage amount slipped from
$200,552 to $191,190 during the same period.
Tommie Criswell, vice president and
broker-manager for the East Memphis
Crye-Leike Realtors office, expects the same
conditions to stay in place through year-end.
That includes rates hovering at continued
low levels.
“We’re still experiencing extremely attractive rates for all mortgage loan categories,” she said. “Most loans are at or below 4
percent and have held at that level for some
time. Even though the Federal Reserve made
two quick (interest rate) increases earlier
in the year, our mortgage market did not
experience significant upward adjustments
in rates.”
That is good news for the Memphis
real estate market as it enters the back
half of 2017.

TOP JULY LENDERS BY PURCHASE
MORTGAGE VOLUME
PINNACLE
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$204.1 million in July 2016 to $212.2 million
last month.
“Sellers are typically getting their asking
price, and some have competing offers,”
Campbell said of current market conditions.
“Most homes are only on the market a few
days, and some are contracted before the real
estate sign is in the yard.”
While rates started to tick upward a few
weeks ago, they’re still holding steady, and
business is still booming at Campbell’s bank
– a pace she expects to continue through the
rest of the year.
Continuing the trend that closed out the
second quarter, July posted similar increases
as seen in June, when volume rose 7 percent
over June 2016. In July, lenders completed
more mortgages, meanwhile, though the
average mortgage size was smaller than those
made in July 2016.
From July 2016 to July 2017, the Chandler Reports numbers show 9 percent more
mortgages – an increase from 1,018 to 1,110.

“Now is a great time for sellers to sell and
buyers to buy,” Criswell says.
That’s pretty much the pace that’s been
evident since Jan. 1. Volume year-to-date
through the end of July hit $1.2 billion, up 9
percent from a little more than $1 billion in
volume from Jan. 1 through the end of July
2016, the Chandler figures show.
One metric that saw a noticeable slip
in performance is the average mortgage
amount. Lenders year-to-date are making
more mortgages, but for either the same or
smaller amounts.
Lenders made 6,504 mortgages year-todate through the end of July, up from 5,958
mortgages over the same span in 2016. The
average mortgage amount year-to-date,
though, was $180,503 at the end of July, pretty
much the same as the $180,167 recorded at
the same point in 2016.
Chandler Reports is a division of The Daily
News Publishing Co.
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Housing Conditions Remain Strong As
Sales Rise in July, Average Price Dips
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

As the housing market begins to head
into a slower time of year with school
restarting, home sales still continue to
outpace last year’s figures despite a slight
dip in average sales price.
The number of units sold in Shelby
County was up 14 percent in July, with
1,808 sales recorded compared with
1,584 last July, according to real estate
information company Chandler Reports,
chandlerreports.com.
However, the average home sales price
in July dipped by 4 percent from a year
ago, due in part to an increase of homes
sold for less than $50,000.
The volume of home sales in July still
reached $313 million, up 10 percent from
$284 million a year ago.
For the year through July, recorded
home sales are up 9 percent, average
home sales prices are up 3 percent, and
total home sales volume is up 13 percent
from the same period in 2016, according

“

We don't have as many
builders or developers in
the market anymore, but for
those who are building, it's a
healthy market.”
–Keith Grant, Co-owner, Grant & Co.

to Chandler Reports.
Vinh Le with First National Realty said
he feels the 2017 figures will continue to
outperform the previous year’s even as
the market begins to gear down for fall
and winter.
“The clientele and leads are slowing
down a little bit, because most people are
already settled in for the year,” Le said.
Eads’ 38028 ZIP code recorded the
highest average price, at $573,526, while
Collierville’s 38017 ZIP code recorded the
most with 146 sales.
When Cordova North’s 38016 and Cordova South’s 38018 ZIP codes are combined, they account for 221 homes sales,
with Cordova North averaging $173,826
and Cordova South averaging $169,524.
“Cordova is still proving to be a hot
seller, especially for first-time homebuyers,” Le said.
BUILDING PERMITS
In June, developers pulled 49 new-

A new home for sale at the corner of Blythe Street and Southern Avenue in the Cooper-Young neighborhood will probably not
remain on the market very long given current housing conditions.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

home permits, which is down 61 percent
from June 2016.
Regency Homebuilders was the top
builder in June both in terms of newhome starts – 12 averaging $328,942 – and
new-home sales, 15 averaging $267,043.
Keith Grant, co-owner of Grant & Co.,
said that while the numbers may never
return to peak pre-recession levels, it
doesn’t mean the market isn’t healthy.
“We don’t have as many builders or
developers in the market anymore, but
for those who are building, it’s a healthy
market,” Grant said. “Our biggest challenge right now is getting people to build
the homes fast enough.”
Grant added that now is a great time
to buy a house because home values in
Shelby County are rising at the highest
pace they have in more than a decade.
“So now is a better time to buy than
any other time, at least in recent history
– and we still have a ways to go,” Grant
said. “With low inventories, you’re going
to continue to see an escalation in values.”
Collierville's 38017 ZIP code saw the
most new-home permits in June with 17
averaging $365,666.
Sales of new homes rose 10 percent
for the month to 88, with an average sales
price of $363,584. That compared to 80
recorded last July averaging $329,354.
Collierville’s 38107 ZIP code recorded
the most new-home sales for July with 22

sales averaging $476,186.
Meanwhile, existing-home sales in
July rose 14 percent, with 1,720 recorded
last month compared with 1,504 in July
2016. The average sales price of existing
homes was $163,208 in July, down 5 percent from a year ago.
FORECLOSURE ACTIVITY
Shelby County residential foreclosures
continued to drop in July, according to
Chandler Reports, with 119 recorded for
the month – a 17 percent decrease from
last July.
Of those 119, the average foreclosure
amount was $86,849 and the average tax
appraisal value was $114,990.
Southeast Shelby County’s 38125
ZIP code had the highest foreclosure
inventory value of $15 million across 93
properties, while Westwood’s 38109 ZIP
code had the most homes in foreclosure
through July with 156 valued at $6 million.
Among lenders, Fannie Mae had the
highest foreclosure inventory, with 150
homes valued at $16 million.
Bank sales – or foreclosure sales – represented 7 percent of all Shelby County
homes sold in July. The 121 bank sales
marked a 6 percent decrease from July
2016. The volume of bank sales rose 8
percent to $11 million.
Meanwhile, non-bank sales increased
16 percent to 1,687 last month, with the
volume of non-bank sales also increasing

10 percent to $301.6 million.
Chandler Reports is a division of The
Daily News Publishing Co.
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Developers, Residents Will Have to Find
Middle Ground for Growing Density

This is how the southwest intersection of McLean Boulevard and Madison Avenue looks right now, but a pending multifamily
project will change the look dramatically (see photo below) going west on Madison to the right of the frame. (Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

With hundreds of units already announced and all signs indicating there are
more to come, the Midtown apartment
market is primed to explode.

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

But when it comes to development,
it’s no secret that Midtown residents can
be fiercely protective.
So as more developers eye projects in
the area, the question becomes: how do
residents and developers strike a healthy
balance between meeting the city’s need
for more density and the desire to preserve Midtown’s unique nature?
The answer, according to Midtown
Memphis Development Corp. board
members Sam Goff and Mark Fleischer,
is engagement.
“We’re all for density,” Goff said.
“Density means retail is going to be
more successful, it means you’re going to
have more people wanting to bring new
retail into the area, but it’s got to be well
thought-out and planned.”
Since most of Midtown is covered with
a patchwork of various local and national
historic districts and unique zoning overlays, Goff said the key for developers is to
involve residents early and often, address
issues head-on, and listen.
“I think it’s important for developers
to take into consideration the historic
district guidelines for development,” Goff
said. “It’s one thing to ask for a variance,
it’s another thing to plow through it with
a bulldozer.”
But engagement is a two-way street,
they said, and if residents truly want to
help shape the future of Midtown, it will
require more of them than just posting
their disapproval on social media.

want – the community and the developer
need to work toward something that is
acceptable for both sides.”
Developer James Maclin recently left
MAA to start his own development venture, M&M Enterprises.
“For me, what makes Midtown special
is its diversity – there is no one-size-fitsall,” Maclin said. “Good development in
Midtown requires transparency, competition, and engagement.”
One of the primary driving factors
behind the increase in development is the
city’s desire for more density in its core.
That is becoming evident in the city’s primary development entities the Downtown
Memphis Commission and the Economic
Development Growth Engine for Memphis and Shelby County (EDGE).
“I really think the mayor’s incentives
through EDGE are working,” Maclin said.
“The change from DMC's 8-year-max
PILOTs to EDGE's 15-year-max PILOTs
shifts projects from no-go to go.”
Increased density will mean more
people, more activity, more vibrancy,
more shops, more entertainment, more
jobs and higher incomes, but it is also
expected to bring more traffic issues, less
parking and a higher cost of living to the
area. So only time will tell if the benefits
will outweigh the negatives.
Everyone has their part to play in the

Artist's rendering of the Madison @ McLean multifamily project. It will add density
to the city's core, a goal of Mayor Jim Strickland's administration.
(Submitted)

“People talk about wanting to protect
their neighborhoods, but there is a significant portion of those folks who won’t step
out their door to fight for it,” Goff said. “I
don’t think there is a neighborhood association in all of Midtown that feels they
have too much involvement from people
in their area.”
Ultimately, both sides need to be prepared to negotiate.
“You can’t be too rigid,” Goff said.
“Nobody is going to get everything they

process, Maclin said, and when the pieces
are in sync at the appropriate time, special
things can happen from a development
standpoint.
“Fifteen years ago you could have
bought a house (in Cooper-Young) for
$80,000. Now try finding something for
less than $200,000,” Goff said. “How do
you create place a place where people
want to live and without creating some
of these problems? If you can figure that
one out, then you’re smarter than I am.”
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City Council Wants More Activity
At Fairgrounds and Liberty Bowl

Frank Colvett and other city council members want to see to the Liberty Bowl used
for more events, and for the Fairgrounds to become more active. (Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

As the city starts anew the planning
process for a more active Fairgrounds
with more attractions, city council members want the Liberty Bowl to be more
active as well.
The council approved Tuesday, Aug.
8, a new five-year contract with the University of Memphis for Tigers football
home games. And the council will probably consider similar contracts later this
month for the use of the Liberty Bowl by
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl and Southern
Heritage Classic.
But in the process, council members
pushed Tuesday for more events at the
stadium, including concerts. They want to
talk with officials of Spectra, the Comcast
division that manages the Liberty Bowl
for the city.
“They have not done a great job here
in the city of Memphis,” council member
Jamita Swearengen said of attracting additional events to the stadium. She cited the
$500,000 in city general fund money used
to bridge the gap in revenue the stadium
brings in versus the cost of operating the
stadium.
The council, earlier this year, included
$100,000 in the city budget for a study of
structural changes to the Liberty Bowl to
get it back in the concert business. The
city is about to bring on a firm to do the
architectural and design study.
Council member Frank Colvett pushed
for the study and talked with concert promoters about why the big summer concert
tours weren’t coming to Memphis.

The last concert at the stadium was 20
years ago when U2 played Memphis on its
PopMart tour.
“The access points onto the field were
so limited that they had to build the stage
in pieces on the parking lot and cart it in,”
Colvett said. “It took them a week whereas
it normally takes them a day. They lost
money.
“The study is to see how these tractor
trailers can get onto the field to do their
job, build the stage so we can get these

“

Memphis is the birthplace
of rock ‘n’ roll and the
home of the blues and
these bands aren’t playing
Memphis. That’s not
acceptable.”
–Frank Colvett, Memphis City Council member

council Tuesday.
Colvett said the ultimate question is
how much it would cost the city.
“Memphis is the birthplace of rock ‘n’
roll and the home of the blues and these
bands aren’t playing Memphis,” he said.
“That’s not acceptable.”
The expansion of access points for
stage construction would not involve
increasing seating in the stadium.
“If anything, I would think this work
would eliminate some seating,” Colvett
said. “We have to have a study to know
what we are talking about.”
The discussion about a bigger stage
load-in area and new leases for the nine
football games a year at the Liberty Bowl
come against the backdrop of the city’s
renewed planning process for redevelopment of the Fairgrounds property
that Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland announced less than a week ago.
The University of Memphis contract
approved Tuesday, for a base stadium
rent of $39,200 per game tied to the
consumer price index and $50,000 per

game for parking including at Tiger Lane,
also has new language. The contract
allows the city to make changes at the
Fairgrounds that could affect parking
and other activities outside the stadium without the city being financially
liable to the university.
“The city will reserve the right to come
back to them and amend the contract as
needed to reflect any changes that are on
the property because of the development
of the Fairgrounds,” Munoz-Blanco said.
Both sides agree in the contract to
talk about such changes in good faith
and work toward an agreement if there is
a plan for property that is used for parking, or property that would impact traffic
ingress and egress at the Fairgrounds.
Strickland has said the goal of the Fairgrounds planning process is for other uses
on the property that would make it more
active most, if not all of the year.
Liberty Bowl tenants have expressed
concern in the past about the impact
of those plans on parking areas they
fill each game.

“Sweetie,
that’s
a man’s
job.”
Sexual discrimination. Non-competes. Wrongful termination.
Business Divorce. Contracts. We solve business disputes.

shows,” he said. “You have seismic questions. You have structural questions. It’s
not just take out your saw and cut concrete to allow access. They have to make
sure the buildings can sustain it.”
City Parks and Neighborhoods director Maria Munoz-Blanco acknowledged
that the Liberty Bowl has “higher production costs.”
“It is a very tough building to market to the concert world,” she told the
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real estate recap

Cordova Apartment Community Sells for $27.9M
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

2851 N HOUSTON LEVEE ROAD
CORDOVA, TN 38016
SALE AMOUNT: $27.9 million
BUYER: Peak Capital Partners
SELLER: Wesscorp Communities
LOAN AMOUNT: $22.1 million
BORROWER: Jeff Danley
LENDER: KeyBank
DETAILS: The Charleston, a 284-unit
apartment community on the east side
of Houston Levee Road just south of U.S.
64, has sold for $27.9 million, marking
a new chapter for a property that was
built just last year.
In the transaction, Provo, Utah-based
Peak Capital Partners, doing business
as PC Charleston LLC, purchased the
24-acre parcel from local developer
Wesscorp Communities, doing business
as Charleston HL Apartment Community LLC.
Charles W. Misenhelter, signed the deed
on behalf of the sellers.
The 379,731-square-foot complex,
located at 2851 N. Houston Levee Road,

was appraised at $23.1 million this year,
according the Shelby County Assessor
of Property.
In conjunction with the purchase, Jeff
Danley, Peak Capital’s founder and
managing partner, took out a $22.1 million mortgage with KeyBank on behalf
of PC Charleston.
Wesscorp began The Charleston project
in 2014 when the company purchased
the vacant 24-acre parcel for $1.3 million. A year later, the company obtained
$30 million in construction financing
from the Memphis office of Financial
Federal Bank.
The complex was designed to house 12
units per acre. One-bedroom units average more than 900 square feet, while
two- and three-bedroom units average
almost 1,200 square feet.
Construction on the project wrapped
up in November.
Brianna Mann and Rose Ann Houge of
Peak Management Group will handle
the leasing. After five months, occupancy is already up to 60 percent, according
to Wesscorp’s website.
The Charleston’s sale is the final piece
in Peak Capital’s acquisition of five
Wesscorp apartment communities in

Map data ©2017 Google

The Charleston
Apartments

Memphis. The deal, which was announced in February 2016, totaled 1,316
units.
The other four properties – The Orleans
at Walnut Grove, Grahamwood Place
Apartments and Pinebrook Pointe
Apartments in Memphis, along with
Angelo’s Grove in Marion, Arkansas
– were existing communities whose
sale closed within a few months of the
announcement. But because construction on The Charleston had not been
completed, the sale was delayed until
now.
Peak Capital’s acquisition of the Wesscorp portfolio marked the company’s
entrance into the area.
Peak Capital and its affiliates own
properties in 10 U.S. markets, according
to the company, and its assets include
a mix of conventional, affordable and
student apartments. In addition to the
Memphis-area assets, Peak owns five
communities in the Nashville area.
545 S. MAIN ST.
MEMPHIS, TN 38103

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the region
with business executives, community leaders, and politicians, as well as
local journalists analyzing the major stories from the Memphis area.

Steve Cohen, Congressman

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Channel 10

topics and guests are subject to change

PERMIT AMOUNT: $1 million
PROJECT COST: $55 million
OWNER/TENANT: Memphis Area
Transit Authority
DETAILS: Work on the $55 million Central Station renovation is continuing as
a roughly $1 million building permit application has been filed with construction officials.
The permit calls for renovations and additions to 545 S. Main St. Memphis Area
Transit Authority is listed as the owner
and tenant.
LRK Inc. and DPC Engineering are
listed as the project’s architect and
engineer, and Zellner Construction
Services as the contractor.
The Central Station redevelopment
project will include a Malco theater,
boutique hotel, apartments, restaurants, retail and significant infrastructure improvements.
8010 STAGE HILLS BLVD.
BARTLETT, TN 38133

SALE AMOUNT: $2.6 million
BUYER: Cambridge Franchise Group
SELLER: D3 Bartlett LLC
DETAILS: A nearly 18,000-square-foot
office building in Bartlett has sold for
$2.6 million.
In the deal, Cambridge Franchise
Group, doing business as CFH Real Estate LLC, purchased the building where
its parent company, Garnett Station
Partners, is currently located.
The site’s previous owners, D3 Bartlett
LLC, purchased the site from Medarm
Inc. in August 2016 for $1.4 million.
Cambridge Franchise Group is the
Burger King franchise management
arm of Garnett Station, which also operates Maaco and Fridababy divisions.
Currently, CFG operates 85 Burger
Kings in seven states, and is expected
to own more than 120 by the end of the
year, according to its website.
The 3-acre site was last appraised in
2017 for $1.5 million, according to the
Shelby County Assessor.
0 HUMPHREYS BLVD.
MEMPHIS, TN 38120
BUYER: High Point Climbing and Fitness
SELLER: Boyle Investment Co.
DETAILS: Chattanooga-based High
Point Climbing and Fitness has submitted plans to open a local location adjacent to Christian Brothers High School.
According to the plans, High Point
Memphis LLC plans to erect a
31,600-square-foot rock climbing facility on 2.7 acres that backs up to CBHS’
baseball field off Walnut Grove Road.
In a letter of intent, engineer Michael
Rogers with Fisher & Arnold Inc. informed Office of Planning and Development officials that High Point Memphis
plans on closing on the property soon.
The Shelby County Assessor of Property
appraised the site this year for $548,800.
It is currently owned by BIC H Partnership, a Boyle Investment Co. subsidiary.
The Land Use Control Board reviews
the application Sept. 14.
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Graceland and Whitehaven Welcome
Visitors for 40th Elvis Week Anniversary
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

It begins with a trivia contest and a
sock hop.
Those are the first two events Friday,
Aug. 11, at the top of a crowded Elvis Week
itinerary that marks 40 years since Elvis
Presley died at Graceland.
The two lead-off events – the Elvis Fan
Reunion, which features trivia and other
activities, and the Elvis Week Dance Party
– are at one of the soundstages at Elvis Presley’s Memphis, the 200,000-square-foot
entertainment complex that is new to Elvis
Week, as is the Guest House at Graceland
resort-hotel.
The dance party is playing Elvis’ hits
– technically perhaps not a “sock hop,” as
such dances were known early in Presley’s
trajectory to cultural icon. There are no
hardwood gym floors to worry about scuffing, so shoes are allowed.
The entertainment complex and
resort are hosting most of the 44 events
sanctioned by Graceland. And Elvis Presley Enterprises will be watching how the
expansion of Graceland is received by a fan
base that is not only loyal, but also trending
younger in recent years.
“We finally have a museum to host a
good part of the Graceland archives,” Gary
Hahn, Graceland’s vice president of marketing and media, said last month. “Prior
to this year, we had to sort of shove it into
corners in the racquetball building behind
the mansion or trophy room behind the
mansion. We’ve found a proper location
to really tell the whole story.”
As those coming to Graceland increasingly include those who either weren’t
born when Presley died or were too young
to remember him before his death, the
whole story includes more characters and
isn’t quite as “Elvis-centric” as it once was.
EPE CEO Jack Soden encountered
upset Elvis fan club presidents during
Elvis Week in 1994, shortly after the marriage of Presley’s only child, Lisa Marie, to
Michael Jackson. Some of them wanted to
know if Graceland would be selling Jackson
souvenirs alongside Presley’s, an idea that
didn’t sit well with them. Graceland wasn’t,
Soden was quick to say.
The incident is an example of a xenophobia some fans had that left no room
for anyone else.
With the expansion and the changes
in what those visiting Graceland are looking for, particularly during Elvis Week,
the high point remains the Tuesday, Aug.
15, candlelight vigil outside the walls of
Graceland that begins at 8:30 p.m. and, as
in past years, is expected to continue past
midnight. The anniversary of Presley’s
death is Aug. 16.
And EPE has always emphasized that
with the expansion, the mansion itself

The Watson and Parker families sign the wall at Graceland. The two families traveled in from West Texas for Elvis Week. Aug.
16 will mark the 40th anniversary of the entertainer’s death.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

will always remain basically unchanged
from its reflection of what the home was
like in 1975.
But unchanged doesn’t mean untouched. The move of the jumpsuits and
similar items out of the racquetball court
allowed the area to be restored to its former use. And in 40 years, Graceland has
become more advanced in how it archives
and catalogs items.
Through a settlement with Col. Tom
Parker, Presley’s manager from his signing
with RCA Records to his death, Presley’s
estate bought a trove of items ranging
from unreleased photos to entertainment
contracts and even found the missing gold
lame pants that went with a gold lame
jacket. Presley continued to wear the jacket
long after the two items made their debut
on an iconic album cover.
Graceland now hosts auctions of Elvis
memorabilia owned by private collectors
that it certifies as authentic.
The new museum in the entertainment complex is what Graceland bills as
the “world’s largest Elvis museum.” That
means room for all of his 1970s jumpsuits
in one place. But it also includes exhibits
on Sun Records founder Sam Phillips that
deal with other artists Phillips recorded
before and after putting Presley on vinyl.
Other exhibits feature artists that influenced Presley’s sound as well as those

influenced by him.
Meanwhile, the music release to mark
the anniversary is a box set of Presley’s
complete 1953-1955 recordings at Sun,
including the first acetates he made that
drew Phillips’ interest.
Memphis City Council member Patrice
Robinson said in another year, there also
will be a broader guide to Whitehaven’s
history that includes 10 other places in
Whitehaven for visitors to see.
“We have more than just Elvis Presley.
I don’t want to chill the fans of Elvis,”
she said. “We have Al Green as well” – a
reference to the soul singer’s Whitehaven
church.
“We have such a history in our community that we are excited about,” she added.
That history includes the home and
1960s-era bomb shelter of local radio
pioneer Hoyt Wooten, whose property is
now the Lion’s Gate subdivision. It also
includes Whitehaven High School, which
is more than 100 years old.
Hahn says the expansion of Graceland
is meant to have an effect on the comeback
of the larger Whitehaven area.
“We agree it’s needed not just for
the visitors but the residents,” he said of
broader plans for improving the look of
the boulevard and the businesses along it.
Robinson cites two new retail strips on
Elvis Presley Boulevard and possibly a third

by this time next year.
“We are excited about new development in the Whitehaven area,” she said.
“We’re hoping that as soon as the city
can finish its plan, we can get our street
paved so that when new visitors come they
have new opportunities to see a beautiful
place.”
The streetscape improvements are
long overdue following a formal kickoff in
November 2012. The only indication since
then has been a “W” embedded in the road
surface at the intersection of Brooks Road
and Elvis Presley Boulevard.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland, who
took office in 2016, has said he is working
to speed up the start of the work.
The biggest change on the streetscape
has been the demolition this spring of the
retail strip turned plaza that for about 30
years was the place where tourists boarded
buses to go across the boulevard and tour
the mansion. Elvis Presley’s Memphis is
directly behind the razed shopping center
that during Presley’s life housed a mix of
restaurants and office space.
Robinson is also hoping for more aggressive marketing and recruitment of
merchants at Southland Mall, the city’s
first and oldest shopping mall, which has
changed ownership twice recently. Prior
to that, under local ownership, the mall
had an occupancy rate above 90 percent.
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Ballet Memphis’ New Facility Begins
New Era of Interaction With Public

Ballet Memphis dancers George Sanders, left, Virginia Pilgrim Ramey and James
Vessell are excited about the new facility being more interactive. (Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The new $21 million Ballet Memphis
studio in Overton Square has room for
Peter Pan to fly and a two-way view of
a ballet company making revolutionary
turns in dance.
But all of the choreography during a
Thursday, Aug. 3, tour of the 38,000-squarefoot set of five studios, offices, a costume
shop, meeting and classroom space and a
Mama Gaia corner café at Madison Avenue

and North Cooper Street was among construction workers.
The Ballet Memphis facility at 2144
Madison Ave. formally opens Aug. 26 with a
community celebration ahead of the company’s 31st season from October through
April, including an April production of
“Peter Pan” at the Orpheum. The Orpheum
and Playhouse on the Square remain the
settings for Ballet Memphis main-stage
shows, while informal performances and
events will be held at the Midtown facility.
The main studio where Peter Pan
and other performers playing the Darling

family will practice “flying” has a 45-foothigh ceiling.
The studio will include retractable
seating for 200.
And as the dancers work on their craft
with a view of Madison Avenue, they will
also be part of the streetscape scenery at the
intersection that defines Overton Square.
The building, which has lots of window
space, has a perforated copper “art wall.”
Dancers will work later hours on Thursday
and Friday specifically to be a part of the
busy nightlife in the area.
“There’s just something about the process of making dance that is foreign, I think,
to most people,” said Steven McMahon,
associate artistic director. “And I think that
it’s really great for the community to understand that this is their job. This is what
they do every day and they’ve committed
their life to doing it. Being able to share
that more ways than just being on the stage
is important.”
Virginia Pilgrim-Ramey, one of the
dancers, says in some ways it isn’t much
of a change.
“We’re performers at heart,” she said.
The concept is one of several that challenge traditions and conventions of ballet
in America.
“I think we are the No. 1 most diverse
company in the country,” Pilgrim-Ramey said.
The three metal sculptures of dancers
from the Cordova location of Ballet Memphis were put in place Thursday atop the
northern brick wall.

The Cordova building itself, which
Ballet Memphis had outgrown, is under
contract but not yet sold. The Memphis
Jewish Community Center is the second
Ballet Memphis School location.
James Vessell has been a dancer in the
company for three years and has seen the
environment “growing through us, through
other companies and through the community and the way their dancing is starting to
affect different shows and performances.”
“The arts are really starting to come
together here, which is awesome,” he
said. “I think as the city is growing, the arts
are growing.”
Dancer George Sanders said working in studios surrounded by windows is
a statement.
“That’s what art is,” he said. “Art is life.”
“I don’t really think anybody here
knows how big we actually are,” he added.
“There are a lot of members in the company. Everybody is from some crazy place.
Some from Memphis. I’m excited for
people to see that side.”
The studios used for ballet and dance
classes have curtains and other measures
to offer privacy to younger students and
those taking classes at Ballet Memphis,
which has lots of programming other
than the performances by its company
during each season.
Meanwhile, the costume shop in the
new facility, which has at least 10,000 wardrobe pieces, includes a display window to
exhibit some of the costumes that were just
getting put on racks Thursday.

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

MLGW Moving Forward With Relocation Plans
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis, Light, Gas and
Water Division officials are
continuing with plans to expand
operations at its North Service
Center, despite the concerns of
some residents who feel like the
industrial facility is encroaching
on their neighborhood.
The North Service Center is a
roughly 60-acre site in the Hyde
Park neighborhood of North
Memphis, the utility’s largest
facility. MLGW wants to fold the
operations of its Central Shops
facility on Beale Street in the
Memphis Medical District into
an expanded area adjacent to
the North Service Center.
“It makes sense because a

lot of other units work out of the
North Center, so having them
together makes it a lot more efficient,” MLGW president Jerry
Collins said.
Collins doesn’t expect this
move to take place for about
three more years, as MLGW is
still acquiring the land. Once
completed, the electric distribution operations, large vehicle
maintenance facility, engineering inventory and storeroom will
all be housed in North Memphis.
“We’re in the process of
seeking to purchase about 130
parcels,” Collins said. “(There
are) about a half dozen properties that we have not purchased.
If there are some people who
want to stay there and not move
out, then we will let them do
that. We’re not going to throw

anyone out of their house.”
Collins added that of the
130 parcels, 70 are vacant lots
and 19 are abandoned homes.
Some nearby residents feel like
the expansion is bad for their
neighborhood.
“We’re already in a neighborhood where property values
are low, so when they do this, it
only makes our property values
even lower,” resident Janice
Mondie said. “Everybody is talking about connectability, walkability and bikability. How are
we supposed to bike and walk
and compete with a whole fleet
of service trucks of all shapes
and sizes?”
Mondie feels like the expansion plans are not receiving the
same scrutiny they would in a
more prominent, affluent area.

“Memphis and Shelby
County is just awash of surplus
commercial and industrial properties. They could put that shop
anywhere,” Mondie said.
Many of the neighborhood’s
homeowners who were in favor
of selling were investors who
don’t live in the area, she added.
“You do have a high number
of landlords, people who don’t
live in the area,” she said. “But
for the owners who live here,
who have been here 20, 30, 40, 50
years, they did not want to go.”
One of the houses purchased
by MLGW was the former home
of Joe C. Warren, the sanitation
worker who was responsible for
coining the “I Am a Man” phrase
in 1968 that defined the Memphis sanitation workers’ strike.
Collins said the house was slated

for demolition before its historical significance was brought to
his attention. When asbestos
issues are mitigated, MLGW
plans to preserve the house as a
shrine to Warren and the other
sanitation workers.
“We’re going to put up a historical marker or sign that tells
about Joe C. Warren and what
he did in 1968 and what he stood
for,” he said.
Collins said once vacated,
MLGW plans to sell the Central
Shops property.
“There has been a lot of interest, so I don’t think (finding
a buyer) will be a problem,” he
said. “Certainly a lot of people
are interested in the property
from the standpoint of maybe
residential units, but it can serve
many different functions.”
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Memphis-MidSouth Komen Foundation
Affiliate Expands Reach Significantly
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

In 2017, there will be an estimated
252,710 new cases of invasive breast cancer
and 40,610 breast cancer deaths. Those
sobering numbers come from the Susan G.
Komen Foundation, the largest nonprofit
source of breast cancer research.
“The unfortunate reality is it’s still one
of the most common forms of cancer,” said
Kevin Hammeran, CEO at Baptist Women’s
Hospital. “Everybody has a stake in seeing
an improvement in the rate of survivorship.”
Since 1993, the Memphis-MidSouth
affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Foundation
has granted almost $10.5 million locally for
screenings and treatment and has directed
another $3 million to Komen’s national
research program.
Such affiliates are akin to restaurant
franchises – operating independently under
a national brand. Recently, the MemphisMidSouth affiliate expanded from 21 to 37
counties across West Tennessee and North
Mississippi. The new name: Komen Memphis MidSouth-Mississippi.
Elaine Hare, CEO of the local affiliate,
says they absorbed counties including
cities such as Oxford, Corinth, Tupelo and
Starkville after the Northeast Mississippi
affiliate broke away from the national organization.
“Because we’re a major health care
center, it was logical for us to say we didn’t
want anybody in Mississippi to not get the
health care they need,” Hare said. “We
knew we needed to expand our services.”
The national foundation was formed in

“

Everybody has a stake in
seeing an improvement in
the rate of survivorship.”
–Kevin Hammeran

The Memphis-MidSouth affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Foundation recently expanded from 21 to 37 counties across West
Tennessee and North Mississippi. The new name: Komen Memphis MidSouth-Mississippi.
(Susan G. Komen Foundation)

On Oct. 28, the local affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Foundation will host its 25th
annual Race for the Cure to fight breast cancer. 
(Susan G. Komen Foundation)

CEO, Baptist Women’s Hospital

the early 1980s. From 1989 through 2014
(the most recent data available), breast
cancer mortality rates declined by 38 percent due to improved treatment and early
detection.
This year, Komen provided Baptist with
$100,000 toward breast cancer outreach.
Since 1987, Baptist has had a pink mobile
truck providing mammograms at businesses, schools, malls – wherever women
need the service brought to them.

As recently as 2016, Hare says, the breast
cancer mortality rate for African-American
women in Memphis was the highest in
the country. Statistics released this year
showed Memphis had dropped to No. 8 in
the nation.
“We’ve been working hard to lower
that number and we know the Affordable
Care Act helped lower that number,” she
said. “The mammogram is the first step.
We have higher incident rates and higher
mortality rates because we have a higher
poverty level.”
Nationally, the District of Columbia

had the highest overall mortality rate but
Mississippi was tied with Louisiana for the
second-highest rate.
Poverty and the lack of a primary care
doctor, Hammerman says, are prime reasons breast cancer cases are not diagnosed
early. The five-year survival rate for all
persons diagnosed with breast cancer in
its early stages is 99 percent.
Hare says 80 cents of every dollar they
take in goes back to providing health care
grants. On Oct. 28, the local affiliate will
hold its 25th Race for the Cure. The race will
be routed through Downtown and the Big

River Crossing bridge will be bathed in pink.
Last year, more than 7,000 people registered
for the race. To register, donate or form a
team this year, go to www.komenmemphis.
org or call 901-757-8686.
Other organizations may also be in the
business of raising money for cancer, but
Hare says the local Komen affiliate is the
only one raising money exclusively for fighting breast cancer and providing screenings
in this region.
She says sometimes uninsured people
can find help through other means, but
underinsured residents likely cannot. For
example, Hare says it is typical for health
insurance to cover one diagnostic screening
per year. But for a person diagnosed with
breast cancer, the protocol is to receive two
screenings annually for the first five years.
A Komen grant can help pay for the second
screening.
In another case, a 29-year-old man who
lost in his job in another state returned to
Memphis complaining of severe breast
pain. Through the local Komen affiliate he
was able to get a screening which, unfortunately, showed he was in the latter stages of
breast cancer.
“Rare,” Hare said of this diagnosis with
a young man, “but it does happen.”
The expansion into Mississippi, she
says, will allow a sharing of operational
expenses while making sure there are no
gaps in care for those outside of Memphis.
The Race for the Cure is the chief fundraiser
to ensure the work continues.
“We don’t raise it,” Hare said, “we
can’t grant it.”
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the tipping point

Renee White Adds Purpose to Numbers

RENEE WHITE
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to the Memphis News

At the end of her third-grade
year, Renee White’s elementary
school switched math books.

(Ziggy Mack)

Why does White – now chief
financial officer of Oak Hall – remember a textbook being retired
20 years ago?
“I could take the old book
home – I did math problems all
summer,” she recalls, perched
on a patio bench in a trellised
garden outside Oak Hall’s East
Memphis flagship store.
Numbers are like dogs: Some
people back into a corner at first
sight, while others approach
them with comfort and confidence. White recalls always

feeling comfortable around
numbers.
“There’s no gray area,” she
says, “whereas everything else
is open to somebody else’s interpretation.”
She moved to Memphis 14
years ago from Nashville to
begin undergraduate work at
the University of Memphis. Although numbers played a role
in her decision to matriculate
at U of M, what has kept her
in Memphis are the people. As
numbers-conscious as she is,
White’s major life decisions have
more to do with human figures
than with numerical ones.
A deep appreciation of the
people around her brought her
to the role she occupies now at
Oak Hall. After graduating from
U of M, White worked for five
years in the audit department
of Deloitte & Touche, a multinational professional services
firm with offices in Memphis.
The job required fierce competition, and White was up for the
challenge: “I was on the partner
track – it was cutthroat, but I
loved my job.”
But then a friend mentioned
the opening at Oak Hall. The
company’s financial controller
was relocating, while their CFO

was edging closer to retirement.
Wrenching as it was to walk away
from her path at Deloitte – she
was months away from a major
promotion – “the family [the
Levys, longtime owners of Oak
Hall] sold me. The people sold
me.” She started as controller in
2013, and was promoted to CFO
the following year.
A locally based, familyowned upscale clothing retailer,
Oak Hall’s legacy stretches back
to 1859, when it was founded in
Downtown Memphis by Solomon Halle. The company now
boasts five stores in three cities
in the region.
Much has remained consistent at Oak Hall through the
decades – including commitments to customer service, and
to giving back to the community. White found at Oak Hall an
environment receptive to her
dedication to giving back. Her
eyes shine when she speaks of
hours spent tutoring two second-grade students at Southpark
Elementary through Memphis’
ARISE2Read program.
“Oak Hall has strong roots
here,” White says, “whereas I’m
still a Memphian by choice.”
When she was offered the
position at Oak Hall, White

– a woman with a streak of
wanderlust – laughs recalling
her first thought: “Ooh, this
is really going to keep me in
Memphis.”
She intentionally finds time
for worldwide adventures, but
White’s own Memphis roots are
stronger than ever. Unflagging
in her curiosity, she’s helped to
envision the next steps in Oak
Hall’s long story, from expanding the company’s online presence to opening a new store in
Nashville. She brings her curiosity, too, to helping maneuver
the company online, open new
locations and welcome more
Memphians – including younger,
more diverse faces – into Oak
Hall’s doors.
Not so far removed from that
third-grade girl who brought
home a math book for summer
exploration, this young executive is grateful for the chance to
“experience growing pains, and
learn from them. We all have
a place and a purpose, and my
thought process is: live it now –
do it now.”
Renee White is a graduate
of New Memphis’s Fellows program. Learn more at newmemphis.org.

H E A LT H CA R E

Regional One Launches Data-Driven
Study with Coalition to Cut Costs
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Regional One Health has
teamed up with a New Jerseybased nonprofit for a three-year
project aimed at identifying and
addressing the reasons why some
patients become what the organizations refer to as “high utilizers”
of hospital services.
Regional One’s partnership
with the Camden Coalition will,
according to a hospital spokesman, allow for a deep dive into
the hospital’s data to help it better
understand patients and trends
related to circumstances that

create their care needs. It’s about
learning the underlying reasons
why people become patients
and what the hospital can do to
reduce or eliminate some of those
reasons.
The project, funded in part
by the Assisi Foundation, is estimated to cost about $4 million
over the three-year period. Part
of those funds will be used to
create a plan that helps reduce
costs for the hospital system and
improve the health of the patient
population. Regional One has
determined that if it achieves the
financial outcomes it’s working
toward during the three years of
the program, at year four the sys-

tem would be able to sustain and
fund the program itself.
Susan Cooper, chief integration officer and senior vice
president of ambulatory services
for Regional One, said the first six
months will be structured around
understanding data and the patient population, as well as the
influences that lead people to seek
care at Regional One. After that
comes hiring a program manager,
and – once they are confident in
the data – choosing a care model
that’s more applicable “to a subset
of those high utilizers.”
“If we can form trusting relationships and help people create a vision of what could be,

and surround them with better
resources in the community, we
should see at the end of implementation fewer emergency room
visits, fewer readmissions to the
hospital within the first 30 days
of discharge, and an increase of
primary care visits,” Cooper said.
"When you look at the patient
population that we serve, there
are a number of people who
utilize high-cost services, like the
emergency department or inpatient admissions, more frequently
than others,” she said. “A hospital
or emergency department isn’t
the best place to take care of routine or chronic conditions.”
The assessment phase of the

project is already underway.
Regional One Health has hosted
a few gatherings with Camden
representatives, one with community organizers and another
with Regional One staff.
The Memphis hospital’s relationship with Camden started
back in 2002. Camden Coalition
founder Dr. Jeff Brenner did some
research and found that 20 percent of patients in his Camden,
New Jersey, hospital accounted
for 90 percent of costs.
His first 36 patients averaged
62 hospital and emergency-room
visits per month before the dataregional one continued on P37
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Investigation of Grade-Changing,
Other Allegations Continues
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County Schools board members
will likely get a briefing this month from
the three outside attorneys investigating
allegations of misconduct by school officials that were made by a former high
school principal.
SCS superintendent Dorsey Hopson
says there is no set time frame for concluding the investigation.
“You go where the facts lead you,”
he said before Monday’s opening of the
school year. “We obviously have been very
transparent in saying we want to figure out
what happened. We certainly wouldn’t say
to someone, ‘Hurry up and get it done.’”
Former U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton, who
is now with the Butler Snow law firm, is
leading the trio of attorneys investigating
allegations made in a six-page resignation
letter in June by former Trezevant High
principal Ronnie Mackin.
Stanton is overseeing the investigation
by labor and employment attorney Paul
Lancaster Adams of Ogletree Deakins’
Philadelphia office, and former FBI agent
and former assistant U.S. Attorney J. Scott
Newton of Baker Donelson’s Jackson,
Mississippi, and Washington, D.C. offices.
Newton is investigating allegations of
kickbacks to teachers and school system
staff. Adams is investigating allegations

of sexual harassment and
racial discrimination.
Stanton and Newton
have broad authority in
conducting the investigation and making recommendations to Hopson, the
school board and anyone
else they deem necessary
outside of the school system.
Adams has similar
broad authority, but his
work is considered attorney work product because
it involves potential civil
DORSEY HOPSON
litigation.
The independent investigators have set up a
hotline and email account for anyone with somebody was taking the grade on the
information about the alleged irregulari- report card and then changing the transcript.”
ties to talk directly with them.
Hopson said grades were changed on
The hotline is 901-680-7277 and the
email is SCSInvestigations@butlersnow. the transcript as Mackin reported then,
and a school system investigation led to
com.
There is a separate audit going on of the attendance officer at Trezevant who
grade transcripts by the school system and was allowed to resign. But it wasn’t until
the Tennessee Department of Education last month that the attendance officer
triggered by fallout from Mackin’s discov- implicated former Trezevant High football
ery of changed grades late last year shortly coach Teli White in the grade-changing
scheme in a television interview. That
after his arrival at Trezevant.
“What happened at Trezevant … was prompted the school system to again susvery specific,” Hopson said last week. “It pend White last month before he could
wasn’t that people were changing grades begin his tenure as football coach at Melon report cards. The allegation was that rose High School.

“What we know happened was there were report cards with the right
grade and somebody was
directing people in the office to change the transcripts,” Hopson said last
week. “The transcripts went
out to colleges and football
teams and things of that
nature. They didn’t match
what was on the report
cards. There’s a full process
for it. … It just wasn’t followed here.”
Following Mackin’s report late last year there was
another allegation of gradechanging at another school
that prompted the larger audit.
Then in June, Mackin resigned after being Trezevant’s principal for only one year.
He alleged in his resignation letter more
grade changing and broader allegations
involving teachers, school system officials
and other schools.
“There were a lot of people that kind
of threw out a lot of issues,” Hopson said
last week of the aftermath of the initial
report late last year at Trezevant. “There
are a myriad of instances where changing
a grade is appropriate. I’m confident in the
processes that we had. … There was no
‘aha’ moment. We just need to consistently
make sure that we follow the rules.”

ARTS

Opera Memphis Hires New Music Director
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

No one really needed to
twist Michael Sakir’s arm to
sell him on the Bluff City in
advance of taking the job Aug. 1
as Opera Memphis’ new music
director.
For one thing, he’d already
worked a little in the city as
a kind of itinerant musician,
helping out as guest director
for Opera Memphis programs
like its 30 Days of Opera series.
Those visits also introduced
him to what life in Memphis
might be like, should he choose
to live here, with Sakir build-

ing relationships and getting
introduced to civic, artistic and
cultural landmarks and institutions that he found himself
falling in love with.
“I am so taken just by how
real everyone is here,” says
the California native, whose
training has included stints at
the Oberlin Conservatory and
Boston Conservatory, among
other programs. “There’s an
authenticity to everyone that’s
so refreshing. The city is cool
and hip just by being itself,
and I think it’s been using that
identity and magnifying it to
really great things.”
He was able to start getting
introduced to Memphis in
recent years thanks to spend-

ing the last three years as a
traveling opera conductor and
pianist, hopping from job to job
as they materialized. It allowed
him to be flexible with his
schedule and take last-minute
jobs, which is how he landed in
Memphis temporarily for the
first time two years ago.
It was then that Opera
Memphis reached out and
asked him to music-direct the
organization’s 30 Days of Opera series in September of 2015.
“I happened to have the
month free, and I’d heard great
things about the company,”
Sakir said. “I’d heard how
they’re really thinking outside
of the box in terms of the art
form, and 30 Days of Opera is a

perfect example of that. So I’ve
been music-directing that the
last two years.”
The program is a monthlong series of opera performances for which the company
likes to say it turns the opera
house inside out, taking performances outside the confines of
a performance hall and straight
to the people. And that includes
street corners, festivals or anywhere else.
The company, under general director Ned Canty, has
taken a view toward embracing
innovations like that in how
it presents opera to Memphis
audiences. And it’s that philosophy that Sakir warmed to,
while Opera Memphis likewise

saw value in bringing him on
full-time.
Says Canty, “Michael brings
with him not only his considerable talents as a conductor
and musician, but an endless
well of enthusiasm – for opera,
for food, and most of all for
Memphis. Having him on the
team will allow us to continue
expanding our audience and
our civic footprint for years to
come.”
Already, Sakir has enjoyed
a busy career that’s taken him
from guest spots with organizations like the Des Moines Metro
Opera to Opera Orlando, in addition to working on-staff with
opera continued on P32
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Strong Challenges Democrats To
Reconnect With Voters By 2018

Corey Strong, center, takes the gavel as new chairman of the Shelby County Democratic Party Saturday, Aug. 5, flanked by Carlissa Shaw and David Cocke, the co-chairs
of a reorganization of the local party.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The new chairman of the Shelby County Democratic Party says the local party has
lost its voters and getting them back is the
path to victory in the 2018 county elections
and beyond.
Corey Strong, an attorney and special projects director for Shelby County
Schools, was elected chairman of the
reorganized local party Saturday, Aug. 5,
following its dissolution by the Tennessee
Democratic Party a year ago.
Strong is also on the state party’s executive committee. He was elected local
chairman by a group of 88 members of the
new Grass Roots Council that was another
part of the reorganization.
After his selection Saturday, Strong said
his immediate goal is to select other party
officers, fill in gaps on the 135-position
Grass Roots Council and get the local party
structure filled in to begin moving toward
2018 elections.
“We’ve lost our voters,” Strong said in
advance of the roll-call vote in Midtown.
“There is no connection between me showing up to vote and my life changing.”
Strong defined the party’s goal for
countywide elections, starting with primaries in May, as changing that reality
and recruiting better candidates for the
Democratic slate.
“Democrats don’t listen to the party
because we don’t listen to them,” he said
Saturday.
Democratic nominees for countywide
office lost every countywide office in the
2010 election and all but one – Assessor
– in the 2014 elections. Democrats have
retained their seven-vote majority on the
13-member Shelby County Commission.

The reorganization brought a larger
group together – an executive committee
of 26 that meets monthly and a Grass Roots
Council of 135 positions that meets quarterly and includes the executive committee.
It also brought more new members to
the party’s governing structure than before. Some of those new leaders have been
part of an uptick in protests locally in the
last year or so, and they have been active
about community issues as opposed to
campaigns for office.
Others were active in the last months
and years of an executive committee that
was notorious for its dysfunction before a
decision by the group to seek a criminal investigation of former local chairman Bryan
Carson for how he handled party funds
prompted the state party to act.
“I hate politics. I have been very open
about hating politics just about all of my
life,” attorney Carlissa Shaw, who was cochairwoman of the reorganization effort,
told those at Saturday’s session. “I am
really engaged in community organizing …
and I realized there is a place for politics.
Politics plays a huge role in how funds are
appropriated in this city and in this county
and to what communities.”
Shaw said her grandmother’s street
in North Memphis is an example – 13 of
26 houses there are abandoned and four
are for sale.
“We’ve seen our neighborhoods die.
We’ve seen our neighbors be foreclosed
on through predatory lending,” Shaw said.
“We have the highest crime rate and we
have a new crime plan which is exactly like
the last crime plan that has not worked.
“We have all of these issues and we
have Republicans in office and they are
not dealing with the least of our neighbors

– us and our neighbors. That’s why it’s so
important that we get this right – us, the
people in this room.”
Strong acknowledged that the local
party must be active and involved on those
issues as well as in fielding candidates for
elections.
He is a company commander in the
U.S. Navy Reserve and during his time in
the Navy was deployed to Afghanistan.
He was one of five contenders for the
chairmanship who conducted campaigns
in the last month similar to those for public
office. Normally, the selection of party leaders by the steering or executive committees
of the two local parties is much more subdued or behind the scenes.
Strong claimed the chairmanship in a
runoff with Ken Taylor, who is director of
the Beale Street Merchants Association and
a political campaign consultant.
The other contenders were Thurston
Smith, a behavioral health consultant
and 2015 city council contender; Larry
Pivnick, a retired University of Memphis
law professor who has run for the Tennessee Legislature; and Anthony Anderson,
founder of the Memphis Business Academy
charter schools and also a 2015 city council
contender.
Tennessee Democratic Party chairwoman Mary Mancini watched the reorganization process closely, with the state
party picking those on the reorganization
committee including Strong.
“It all bodes well for the future of Democrats in Shelby County,” Mancini said at
the end of Saturday’s session. “We also
have to realize we need to make the case
for Democratic candidates. And that case
should be made not just to Democrats. It
should be made to a lot of other Tennessee
voters. That’s what we are focused on doing
right now.”
Before Strong’s selection, Mancini
reiterated that the Democratic base in
Shelby County is the state’s largest and
the most crucial to changing the state from
red to blue.
“We have to build relationships with
voters again. The way that we build relationships with voters is to talk about things
that are important to them,” she said after
the meeting. “It’s not necessarily about the
party telling people about our issues – although that’s a part of it. A lot of it is going
out and asking what’s important to you?
How can we legislate for you? Here is how
we are different from Republicans.”
One of those differences locally is in
how the two parties approach going after
votes.
The Shelby County Republican base,
which is located in the suburbs outside
Memphis, is crucial to any Republican
seeking statewide office, just as the Democratic base inside the city is crucial to any
Democrat seeking statewide office.

But in local races, the Republican Party
talks about candidates, particularly for
countywide office, that have “crossover”
potential – an appeal to voters who may be
by-the-book Democrats or independents in
state and federal elections.
None of the five contenders for the local
party chairmanship Saturday talked about
crossover in their appeals in the last month.
That is the same bedrock philosophy local
Democratic Party leaders had in two disastrous county election cycles for their party
banner was that Democrats already had the
numbers to win any countywide race once
the primaries were settled.
“Republicans don’t have any problem
trying to recruit our members,” chairman
runoff contender Smith said at one point
during last week’s Indivisible Memphis
forum at Shady Grove Presbyterian Church.
Strong is among those who cited the
need to watch closely who those seeking
the Democratic nomination have supported through fundraisers, and which primary
they have voted in in past elections.
“When the executive committee is
spending a large amount of time trying
to figure out if one of the actual, available
candidates we have is a good Democrat,
then we have failed in recruiting good
Democrats to run for office,” Strong said.
“The fact that we are groping with these
lower issues means that we are just begging
people to be in our party and to please vote
for us. We need to be very secure that we
are Democrats. Don’t be afraid of it. Shout
it from the rooftops.”
Strong also talked about the need to
find a way past Democratic contenders
who can win low-turnout county primaries
repeatedly, but don’t have a chance in a
general election campaign, starting with
their finances.
“We’ve had candidates who needed to
have $100,000 who showed up for the race
with $30,000,” he said at the Aug. 1 forum
in East Memphis.
And there is not unanimity among
Democrats about whose problem that is.
“I don’t see a candidate really being
responsible for that,” Pivnick said of who
should be responsible for making sure a
candidate comes to the race well-funded.
“Someone else should do that.”
The local party, before it was dissolved,
had become a political action committee,
which played into the problems it had with
state officials in financial record keeping
and filing reports on time.
The restructured party is not a PAC,
which leaves open the role of fundraising
for the local party, although there has been
plenty of sentiment that the local party
should put out a ballot and more zealously
guard against other endorsement ballots
that claim to be “Democratic.” Putting out
such a ballot would involve some amount
of fundraising.
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EMPHASIS: WOMEN & BUSINESS

Women-Owned Businesses Chart
Progress of Diversity Contracting Efforts
K. DENISE JENNINGS
Special to The Memphis News

Daphne Large, founder, CEO and
president of Data Facts Inc., didn’t get her
company certified as a woman-owned
business for 25 years.
“I don’t want to be chosen because I’m
a woman, but because I’m the best,” Large
said, voicing a sentiment that many women
business owners agree with. “But the fact is
that women have to work harder, they have
to come to the table overprepared. You have
to get your foot in the door first and then
prove your pace.”
In the past two years, Memphis and
Shelby County leaders have stepped up
efforts to lessen the disparity in the number of government contracts awarded to
minority- and women-owned business, but
the needle may not be moving fast enough
for some, and private business-to-business
contracts are lagging behind even further.
In April 2016, Shelby County officials
released a disparity study conducted by
California-based Mason Tillman Associates
Ltd. that showed white men received 88.3
percent of the county’s procurement budget between 2012 and 2014. Black-owned
businesses were awarded 5.8 percent, while
white women received 5.1 percent.
The city of Memphis released a similar
report by Atlanta-based Griffin & Strong
PC a few months later that showed that between July 2009 and June 2014, 12 percent
of its contracts were awarded to minorityand women-owned business enterprises,
also known as MWBEs.
But even before the city’s report was released, Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland was
taking steps to improve the amount of city
business going to MWBEs. He combined
the Office of Contract Compliance and
the Memphis Office of Resources and Enterprise – the two city agencies overseeing
minority business efforts – and hired Joann
Massey to lead the resulting entity, the Office of Business Diversity & Compliance.
“There are a lot of people working on
this initiative and a lot of conversations
going on,” said Carolyn Hardy, president
and CEO of Chism Hardy Investments
and chairman of the board of the Greater
Memphis Chamber. “What I’m hearing is
that in general it’s slow progress.”
Hardy feels like Strickland and city
officials are committed to involving more
women and minorities in government
contracts, but says to exact any real change,
the private sector will have to buy in as well.
“The quasi-government agencies are all
reporting (women and minority contracts),
but the big bucks lie with private companies,” Hardy said. “The chamber is having

Nisha Powers, president of Powers Hill Design LLC, at the General DeWitt Spain Airport in Memphis. The firm recently was
selected to provide civil engineering design services for the airport’s runway pavement rehabilitation. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

those conversations to get the business
community engaged.”
Hardy thinks Memphis needs to not
just do a better job of including women
and minority businesses, but that the city
needs to have a grass roots initiative to “insource” jobs from within Memphis instead
of outsourcing to out-of-town companies.
“Memphis has to decide … do we want
to be 2 percent better or do we want to be a
city of choice,” Hardy said, referring to what
she perceives as slow progress that is keeping Memphis from competing better with
its peer cities on job creation and population growth. “If we don’t get the needle to
move faster, we will lose our young people
with good educations.”
Large, who chairs the New Memphis
Institute board of trustees, agrees with
Hardy’s sentiments, saying she’s been
impressed with the efforts and resources
Strickland has put toward increasing
MWBE participation in government contracts, but that “the bigger problem in
Memphis is that Memphis businesses do
not support Memphis businesses.”
She adds that Memphis companies
outsource too much to businesses outside
the city.
“We spend a lot of time trying to be
an entrepreneurial city and attract new
business, but to have the biggest impact
the fastest, we need to in-source Memphis

intentionally,” she said. “We need to say,
unless a Memphis business cannot meet
your needs, then, and only then, do you
outsource. If we did that, we could bootstrap Memphis immediately.”
The city and county studies only measure disparities in government contracts
– not the private sector – and they look
at disparities categorized in specific ways
rather than at improving minority contracts
as a general goal.
Nisha Powers, president of Powers Hill
Design LLC, spoke against such categorization before the Shelby County Commission
this year.
“I’m going to have a disadvantage as a
woman and as a minority, and the goal of
the program is to level the playing field for
the access to compete,” she told The Memphis News in a recent interview.
The Memphis-Shelby County Airport
Authority recently selected Powers Hill as
the prime consultant to provide civil engineering design services for the runway
pavement rehabilitation at General DeWitt
Spain Airport. The company also is serving
as a sub-consultant to Urban Arch to provide civil engineering design services on
the terminal modernization at Memphis
International Airport.
“Once you get your foot in the door,
you have to compete on your own merits.
I didn’t win this bid because I’m a woman;

I won because I’m great at my job.”
As an Indian woman in an engineering
field, Powers has found that sometimes
she falls through the cracks as not disadvantaged enough to qualify for special
certifications, which she finds frustrating,
but she believes that the intent of city and
county leaders and their willingness to listen and adapt to the business community’s
concerns is good.
“The city has come a long way in making sure the implementation is more aggressive,” Powers said.
Kim Heathcott, CEO of Clarion Security
LLC, agrees, saying, “I feel that the system
is working well.”
Healthcott, a board member and former
president of the Memphis chapter of the
National Association of Women Business
Owners, does see the private sector lagging
behind in efforts to give MWBEs more of a
shot at contracts.
“I’m mostly seeing opportunities in
businesses with PILOT (payment-in-lieuof-taxes) or specific diversity plans,” she
said. “ServiceMaster in particular has blown
past all of their incentives. … It’s a big success story.
“In general, I think until there is some
transparency and some guidelines and
accountability in private commercial enterprise … I don’t think the needle is moving
as much as it should.”
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Ex-Chef Valerie Morris Creates
Right Recipe for Marketing Firm

After working as a chef for more than a decade, Valerie Morris took a communications position with Caesars Entertainment in
Tunica. Today, she’s president and CEO of her own marketing firm, Morris Marketing Group.
(Memphis News/Brandon Dahlberg)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Just take one fact from her life and let
your mind run to easy assumptions. Once
upon a time, Valerie Morris was attending
Le Cordon Bleu culinary arts school in
Paris, France.
Be honest: If you’ve never met her, you
figure she is someone prone to putting
on great airs.
Now consider another fact: At the
same time she was attending Le Cordon
Bleu in six-month increments to complete
a two-year course, she was returning to
Memphis and teaching a culinary arts
class at the corrections center near Shelby
Farms Park.
Not many people could easily move
between those two worlds. Morris did.
And it’s just part of her story, one foundational block to who she is and what she
does today as president and CEO of Morris
Marketing Group.
“Valerie is very comfortable in any
setting,” said Patrick Collins, who is executive vice president at Morris Marketing Group.

“I can talk to a CEO and I can talk to
a housekeeper,” Morris said. “It doesn’t
matter. Everybody’s the same. Everybody
brings value.”
Morris, 53, was born in Sao Paulo,
Brazil. Her father was an executive there
for a subsidiary of Hamilton Beach. Her
mother moved Valerie and her three
older brothers to Sarasota, Florida,
when she was very young so they could
get an American education. Dad commuted, but his influence stretched across
time and space.
“I was very much a daddy’s girl and
spoiled rotten with love,” she said. “He
taught me how to be strong and independent, like he did with my brothers,
but that it was OK to be strong and still
feminine. He was almost a chauvinist in
many respects. But he was always my biggest cheerleader and advocate.”
The women in her life also had influence. In Florida, and later when the
family moved to North Carolina, Morris’ mother owned a market research
firm and was even honored by the National Association of Women Business Owners.
While the family still lived in Florida,
Morris’ grandmother was often cooking

and entertaining. That planted the seed
that blossomed into her going to culinary
arts school. But not until she had tried
her hand as a financial analyst. It didn’t
take; all that solitary number crunching
sapped her spirit.
Her career as a chef in Memphis lasted
more than a decade, or until she accepted
a position as a communications executive
with Caesars Entertainment in Tunica.
She didn’t initially realize it, but she was
continuing her training for the day she
would open up her own marketing firm
(she spent two years as a communications
executive for Memphis-based Cooper
Hotels).
Collins worked for Morris at Caesars. So did Joi Taylor, who is director
of marketing communications at Morris
Marketing Group.
“At one point we had 13 restaurants, a
golf course, spa, four hotels and then the
gaming elements and customer loyalty
elements,” Collins recalled. “Two concert
halls, dealing with celebrities on a weekly
basis and celebrity chefs. The experience
really broadened our scope and helped
our transition from the corporate world
to all the different market segments
in Memphis.”

Taylor says the decision to join Morris
in her own venture was an easy one.
“We had built a familiarity,” she said of
working with Morris and Collins. “But also
a trust and mutual respect. So we knew
where we all fit in the puzzle. It wasn’t
a leap of faith. It was transplanting the
team. It made sense.”
Plus, they knew they could handle just
about anything.
“Lots of crisis communication at
Harrah’s,” Morris said. “From people
dying in hotel rooms to plane crashes to
gambling addictions.”
Collins says even when dealing with
a sticky problem, Morris tells her clients
the truth.
“She pulls no punches,” he said.
Caesars Entertainment is among
her current clients, too. Other notable
clients include Corky’s, Medtronic, and
Advanced Dermatology & Skin Cancer
Associates.
Morris Marketing Group offers a
wide range of services, everything from
planning and budgeting, advertising
and brand management to social media
strategy, public relations and crisis communications.
“At Caesars, they measure everything,” Morris said. “And that’s good for
me in this business – how are we going to
drive results?”
Morris has nine full-time staff, including a media buyer located in Atlanta. She
has been careful to neither overstaff nor
understaff.
“I haven’t taken on more than I can
handle,” she said. “I have zero debt. I
don’t want any debt.”
She does stretch herself, though,
chairing one or more nonprofit events or
committees each year. Giving back, she
says, was always important to her father
and a lesson he shared with her.
Hard work is never an enemy, but
monotony is.
“Not that I get bored easily,” Morris
said, “but I get bored easily.”
She recently returned from a twoweek vacation to Scotland – one of the
perks of being the boss – but is now
full-throttle again.
Her team is right there with her, but
appreciative that their leader knows all
work and no play makes for a dull creative
process.
“When you work really hard and in an
intense environment you have to be able
to kick back and have fun,” Taylor said.
“We’ll sit down and have a glass of wine
and share each other’s personal lives, too.
All of that comes into play – especially
on a small team.”
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NAWBO Memphis Looking to Help
More Women Succeed in Business
JODY CALLAHAN
Special to The Memphis News

Frankly, Carolyn Michael-Banks isn’t
sure her business would still be around if
she hadn’t made a fateful decision about
a year ago.
That’s when Michael-Banks, owner of
A Tour of Possibilities, joined the Memphis chapter of the National Association
of Women Business Owners. While she
was sure she had a good grasp on how
to market her business, she knew she
didn’t know nearly as much about the
financial side.
“That’s what will take you under in a
heartbeat. I knew that was my weakness.
It was hard to admit that, ‘Yeah, I have a
weakness.’ But I did. And if I didn’t have
someone who looked at my situation
individually, and if it was bleeding, help
me stop the bleeding,” Michael-Banks
said, “it would’ve been ugly. It would’ve
been real ugly.”
Today, Michael-Banks said, her tour
business focusing on African-American
history in Memphis is going strong,
thanks in part to that help she received
from more experienced businesswomen
with NAWBO.
“There’s things I thought I knew but I
did not have a strong enough handle on
them,” she said. “I needed to look at my
operations, which tours I offered, which
were profitable and which not. I needed

“

Any person who is
looking to start and grow
a business cannot do it
alone.
–Gwendolyn Tucker, NAWBO Memphis president

to look at my expenditures. Things that
should be pretty easy, I was not looking
at correctly. I’ve now made a pivot. I’m
charging more than I did.”
And that Memphis NAWBO chapter,
which is celebrating its 19th anniversary,
hopes others will hear tales like that and
consider joining the group.
“Any person who is looking to start
and grow a business cannot do it alone,”
said Gwendolyn Tucker, who assumed
the presidency of the Memphis chapter in

Gwendolyn Tucker, COO of Rix International, became president of National Association of Women Business Owners’ Memphis
chapter in July and has ambitious goals to grow its membership during her two-year tenure.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

July. “You need a supportive environment
of people who have been where you are
going and understand some of the pains
of growing a business. With NAWBO, you
have a group of women who have gone
through those growing pains, who have
done trial and error. You have a group of
women you can draw from, their experience and wisdom.”
The organization has already experienced a growth spurt of late, officials said.
A few years ago, NAWBO had about 36
members. A nice start, sure, but nothing
close to what the organizers hoped for.
But during former president Dianne
Dixon’s tenure, membership started to
soar, officials said.
“We about doubled in size. We started
with 36 members, and we’ve ended up
with about 60 members,” said Dixon,
who has been affiliated with the group for
about a decade. “Some of those people
will come and go as they find their way
and find their fit.”
As of early August, membership stood
at about 57 members, Tucker said. And
she has ambitious goals to change that
by the end of her two-year tenure as
president.
“If we could be right at the cusp of
100 members,” she said, almost sound-

ing wistful, before admitting that number
might be a tad wishful. “I think probably
more in the 80 to 85 range.”
If they do grow past 60, the Memphis
chapter will go from the “small” category
to “medium,” which means between 60
and 99 members. Membership ranges
from $19.95 a month to $39.95 a month,
Tucker said.
For that monthly amount, members
get access to not only networking opportunities, NAWBO said, but also the experience of older businesswomen who’ve
already launched their companies.
“You come together and have a community of other women business owners
who are experiencing or have experienced
where you are and where you are going,”
said Tucker, who is a managing partner
with Rix International, a coaching and
leadership development company started
by her husband. “Everyone started with
zero customers and zero balance. Each
person had to be very strategic about how
to grow themselves and their entity.”
One goal of NAWBO, both Tucker and
Dixon said, is to help women understand
what it takes to be certified by entities
within their business sphere. Such certification by third-party groups can give
business owners a certain legitimacy that

helps attract customers – particularly,
NAWBO officials said, if those owners
are women.
“We are looking at helping our members understand and see the value of
becoming certified. That’s what organizations recognize,” Tucker said. “Some
people won’t do business with you unless
you have been certified by an external
agency.”
Added Dixon: “What we’re doing is
making sure they’re certified and they
know how to make proposals well, navigate partnerships and relationships. …
You have to have a way of being vetted as a
bona fide business entity that’s capable of
doing the work you’re going after. Sometimes that comes through professional
organizations.”
Dixon recently retired from Clark
Dixon Associates, the architecture firm
she co-founded in 1987. Dixon, who is still
active with NAWBO, believes the group is
needed now more than ever.
“It’s gotten worse (in recent years).
That’s why I decided to retire. It got to
the point where if you wanted to be a
big player and you didn’t have alliances
already made, it wasn’t worth it,” she said.
“Women need a voice and a seat at the
table, which we don’t really have.”
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Getting Started
Business advice for founders: Play to strengths, define audience early

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

E

Senior art director Jason Prater, left, and creative director Ben Fant of Farmhouse
Branding discuss typography options for a new campaign.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Danny Shearer bags coffee beans in the back of French Truck’s Crosstown Concourse
location. The coffee shop has expanded to two locations with its recent opening in
the Crosstown building’s central atrium.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

very journey of a thousand
miles begins with that first
single step. Every song, that
first note; every long-lasting
relationship can trace back
to that first hello.
The countless business startups in
Memphis, many maturing thanks to the
city’s myriad accelerators and entrepreneurship programs, likewise all unfold the
same way. They all start, no pun intended,
with that first idea that leads to the creation
of an enterprise – hopefully a successful,
money-making one.
The distance between that first idea
and anything resembling success, of
course, is the pivot upon which the whole
thing turns. How does a founder navigate
that distance – get started, as it were?
That question has no shortage of answers. All of them, in their own way, are relevant, especially now with the city’s startup
ecosystem continuing to make strides. The
spotlight recently shone on 16 startups
participating in this year’s “Summer of
Acceleration” Demo Day on Aug. 10, the
yearly gathering when startups that have
gone through a consortium of local accelerators make pitches for investor funding.
Those startups this year include everything from EMBrace, which has created a
back support device for people suffering
from diseases of the spine, to ArtSquare,
an online marketplace for artists.
Many of the teams came here from
around the country for the summer from
cities like Los Angeles, Chicago and Houston. And they spent their time here putting
meat on the bones of their ideas – fleshing
out concepts, shoring up business models,
identifying customers, cementing relationships and more.
If you look elsewhere in the city, Scott
Vogel – a serial entrepreneur in Memphis
who’s worked around the startup scene
for a while now – leads the new Center for

Innovation inside Regional One Health,
which itself amounts to a kind of startup
inside the hospital. His goal for the center
is to incubate new ideas and perhaps ventures that could help break through the
health care status quo.
Vogel will talk about what the center is
doing and how its lessons can be applied to
other organizations as the keynote speaker
at The Daily News’ Aug. 17 Startups Seminar. The event will be held at the Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art at 3:30 p.m.
What about the starting point, though?
Whether it’s the hospital setting, medical device startups or any of the other fledgling ventures working their way through
the startup ecosystem in Memphis, several small business and startup founders
talked with The Memphis News to share
ideas about what they think entrepreneurs
should consider before hanging out their
own shingle.
Joining Vogel at next week’s seminar
will be a panel of thought leaders who will
weigh in on these and other topics that entrepreneurs should carefully weigh. They
include FrontDoor CEO and co-founder
Jessica Buffington; StartCo. president
Andre Fowlkes; and marketing strategist
Susan Ewing.
For now, here’s a sampling of some
advice from a roundup of small business
leaders:
EMBRACE THE FEAR
Ben Fant, principal and creative director at the marketing and advertising agency
Farmhouse, thinks there’s one basic, indispensable ingredient needed to launch
a small business or startup: “being fearful.”
“You should have fear – the fear of
failure – because that is a real thing,” said
Fant, whose agency celebrates its 10th
anniversary this year. “Eighty percent fail.
But you need to face your fears. Overcome
them. Learn how to harness it to bring out
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Eli Matseas, a barista at French Truck Memphis, prepares an iced coffee for a customer. French Truck was created when the Relevant Roasters coffee-roasting operation
merged with New Orleans-based French Truck Coffee last year.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
the best in you.”
Because doing all that, he
says, helps give you the edge
needed to not only develop a
business like his that will get to
its 10th anniversary, it also will
“make you fearless.”
“I tell this to all of my clients
when I first consult with them,
and then I joke, ‘What do you
have to lose? It’s only your life savings,’” Fant says. “I know now that
I was right about a lot of things
and wrong about a lot more.”
Startups and small businesses
also get past those early, lean
months and then the first formative years by “surrounding yourself with great people that believe
in you.” That includes the lawyer,
accountant, bookkeeper, partners
and staff. They need to be good
at what they do, of course, but
Fant says they also need to all
buy in to the mission and support the founders. He calls them
the founders’ “personal executive
board” that is needed in both lean
times and abundant times.
Meanwhile, at Farmhouse
these days?
“I do more listening and less
talking,” Fant says. “I wait for
opportunity instead of forcing
it. I learned that I know myself,
my business and my offering,
as well as I did on Day One, but
now I understand why people

value it and me.”
Jimmy Lewis, meanwhile,
approaches the concept of fear
in a different way. Lewis – a serial entrepreneur who founded
natural-foods store Squash Blossom Market in 1979 and who
today is a partner with French
Truck Memphis – takes a more
philosophical bent.
“Start meditating right away,”
advises Lewis, whose French
Truck Memphis operation is the
result of the Relevant Roasters
coffee-roasting operation he
founded teaming up last year
with New Orleans-based French
Truck Coffee. “Disconnect from
fear. Let go of urgency. Envision
the bright, joyful future of the
business right now.”
WORK YOUR PLAN
There’s a military adage that
says no battle plan survives first
contact with the enemy. All those
unforeseen things that come up
during the heat of battle – and so it
is with startup founders. But even
so, many of them still stress that
it was at least the well-defined
outlines of a plan that helped get
them off the starting block.
They include Lisa Toro, who
with her husband Luis founded
the combination retailer and coffee shop City & State in the Broad
Avenue Arts District. They’re also

in the process of bringing a new
restaurant to fruition in that same
area, The Liquor Store.
The key to making it all work,
as far as Lisa Toro is concerned,
is “do your homework on the
front end.”
“Meaning, if you are considering a building, bring in trusted
professionals to evaluate and estimate the true costs of construction,” she says. “Get help from
someone with experience when
evaluating a lease, and know that
it’s always worth paying professionals in areas such as legal,
accounting and construction.”
Elizabeth Cawein is the principal at Signal Flow PR, a publicity
shop with a music-industry specialty. She advises a willingness
to put in long hours, to leave little
to chance.
“When I started Signal Flow,
I was at work every day at 8 a.m.
and didn’t leave the office until 6
p.m.,” she says. “Looking back, I
had no clue what I was doing with
all that time, but I also know it
was a key piece of my long-term
success. It gave me time to read,
research and learn, but really that
habit built a foundation of a work
ethic that has been critical to any
accomplishment I’ve made.”
Jenny Kiesewetter puts her
own spin on a version of that
advice. She manages her own law

practice and preaches the gospel
of focus and fearless individuality.
“Stay true to who you are,” she
says. “Don’t let others try to sculpt
you into who you aren’t. Listen
to your gut. And play to your
strengths. Even if they’re different
than others in the industry, your
unique strengths and abilities will
get you to where you need to be.”
DON’T HESITATE, STAND OUT
(or ask for a helping hand)
Shannon Little left her job
in marketing with the Huey’s
restaurant chain in Memphis
to start her own solo marketing and social media venture.
Such ventures that at first glance
might seem a dime a dozen,
leaving her with a task that had
to be addressed before meeting
with her first client.
She now handles marketing
and social media efforts for several small businesses and is able
to juggle all the tasks that go with
that because she took time to
form a plan for herself at the very
beginning.
“Define your target audience, your offerings and what
value those offerings can bring
to that audience,” Little said.
“My business became stronger,
and my processes more streamlined, when I was able to define
those terms.”

For all the advice and insights
that small business and startup
founders need to keep in mind
– and to execute – to make their
ventures a success, it’s also important to keep in mind the limits
of that wisdom.
There are abundant resources
available in Memphis for founders of these new enterprises.
EPIcenter president Leslie Lynn
Smith – her organization being a
kind of hub for myriad entrepreneurship efforts and programs
– urges founders: take advantage
of what’s here. Because you’re
not alone.
“Some of the advice we try
to give founders is to really try
to make the best of their time
in this fully embracing environment, where you basically have
an entire community that’s willing to do anything for you,” she
said of the startup ecosystem in
Memphis. “I was at the (Greater
Memphis) Chamber today, and
(president and CEO) Phil Trenary was telling me he met with
one of our startup founders,
and she asked him to make five
connections which she thinks
are critical connections during
her launch. That’s the one piece
of advice I would give – is to not
be afraid to ask for every single
bit of support you need during
this experience.”
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Tax Incentives Broaden, Change To
Include Residential, Retail Projects
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Some changes are coming in the rules
surrounding incentives that the Economic
Development Growth Engine for Memphis
and Shelby County – or EDGE – can use
for different kinds of development and for
broader use of tax increment financing – or
TIF – zones to sustain redevelopment.
As the city has become more focused
on building density, EDGE has started to
incentivize developments that have a different scope and goal than just creating
jobs that pay a certain wage.
It started with a “community builder”
PILOT – or payment in lieu of taxes – incentive for the Frayser Gateway project, a
$16 million retail center on Hollywood at
James Road in Frayser being developed by
G2 Ventures.
“In a community builder, because our
client is the developer, we can’t hold them
to a job commitment. That’s what we expect the retailers to do,” EDGE president

and CEO Reid Dulberger
said on the WKNO/Channel
10 program “Behind The
Headlines.”
“If we get those numbers
great, if we do better we’re
even happier. But what we
really want is to see the grocery store. We want to see
the apparel store, the household goods store or the restaurant,” he said. “We want
to see the blight eliminated,
development there, services
for the neighborhood, jobs
for the neighborhood, parks
REID DULBERGER
SHAWN MASSEY
strengthened, all of those
other benefits that we’re
center that has any vacancy is actually
really focused on.”
The Frayser Gateway development is being purchased by Memphis Business
to be the first new shopping center built in Academy. … Now you have a great density
of population that is looking for goods and
Frayser in 30 years.
“You almost have a zero percent va- services that are leaking out of the commucancy rate in Frayser,” said Shawn Massey, nity going to other communities – whether
principal of The Shopping Center Group it is Midtown, Wolfchase or Raleigh – that
who represents the developers. “The only could be spent in the Frayser area.”
But for developers, there is still a gap
in the financial numbers that can make it
difficult, if not impossible, for them to take
a chance in places like Frayser, Massey said.
“On a typical development, we’d go into
Frayser or Binghampton or South City or
some other place and try to do a standard
development. We would never get the rents
high enough from the retailers, who base
the rent on estimated sales, to justify the
construction (costs),” Massey said. “This
is an incentive to say if that gap is a little
bit smaller and you have a PILOT or some
other incentives like a TIF or new market
tax credits or historical tax credits, maybe it
can work and create some opportunities.”
Massey cites Frayser Gateway’s closeness to Rodney Baber Park, the second
largest urban park in the city and a destination on the still developing Wolf River
Greenway.
“The edges of that park should be
activated; no different than Shelby Farms
Park should be active around the edges,”
Massey said.
“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by Eric
Barnes, publisher of The Daily News, can be
seen on The Daily News Video page, video.
memphisdailynews.com.
On top of the gap developers need to
narrow and the risk, there is the legal requirement that ownership of the property
has to be transferred to EDGE in order to
get the property tax break. It’s something
Dulberger says isn’t likely to change anytime soon.
“At the end of the day, it is still a little
bit of a blunt instrument that we are trying
to use at the neighborhood level,” he said
of PILOTs. “It’s one of the reasons that we
create some other kinds of tools to go along
with it.”
Massey says TIFs – tax increment
financing – zones can sustain a project

developed with a PILOT because the PILOT focuses on
the development site while a
TIF focuses on the area.
“You are getting the incremental tax lift from those
other properties that are
coming to you to build your
project. It’s a little bit more
difficult, a little bit more
challenging, a little bit more
controversial,” he said. “The
PILOT is just a good first
step.”
Other changes coming
through EDGE include residential PILOTs, with the first
one being the $14 million
Madison @ McLean apartment complex
in Midtown. The incentive is a trial program that EDGE plans to do for up to 10
projects and evaluate. Since Madison @
McLean was granted a 14-year PILOT
in July, Dulberger said other residential
developers have approached EDGE about
the incentive.
“We are working within the parkways.
We are working with the Downtown
Memphis Commission and the Center City
Revenue Finance Corp.,” Dulberger said. “I
believe that over the next few months they
will be modifying their (CCRFC) program
and I think they will become even more aggressive and take over … the projects within
the (Interstate 240) loop. And then we are
going to focus our attention outside the
parkways throughout the rest of the city.”
EDGE will be lobbying state legislators
to change the rules on residential PILOTs
in the upcoming session to “carve out” an
exception for Shelby County.
State law currently says an industrial
development board can only do a residential PILOT in a defined center city area or
a central business improvement district.
“As we sit here today, if a project anywhere outside the parkways came to us,
you would have to go to the city council
to create a business improvement district
in order to do a PILOT,” Dulberger said
in comments after Behind The Headlines
was taped. “Doable, yes. A pain the rump,
absolutely.”
Meanwhile, Massey says supermarkets
remain difficult.
“It took me seven years to find a grocery
store to go in Binghampton,” he said of the
Binghampton Gateway development he is
a involved with as a volunteer that is very
different from the Frayser Gateway project.
“I hope what I learned in Binghampton I
can leverage to go into Frayser. Most of the
independent grocery stores tend to go with
second-generation space. We’re talking
new construction.”
Complicating the supermarket option
are national trends like the Amazon-Whole
Foods purchase and what it means for the
delivery of groceries to the doorsteps of
consumers.
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A Million Reasons Not To
Jump into Governor’s Race
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

Republican gubernatorial candidate
Mae Beavers is banking on the idea wealthy
candidates won’t be able to buy voters in
2018.
“Most of them seem to think they can
write a hundred-dollar check to everybody
in Tennessee and get their vote. I just don’t
think it’s gonna play out that way this
time,” says Beavers, an ultra-conservative
state senator from Mount Juliet who says
she hopes President Donald Trump will
give her a bounce at the polls.
Beavers is denouncing Tennessee’s
campaign finance laws just a few months
after the state Senate voted to increase
the amount donors could make to their
campaigns. The House put the bill on hold.
“I think there’s something terrible
wrong with our laws when an individual
can only give $4,000 and yet an individual
candidate can write a check for a million,”
she says.
While moderate Republican candidates
such as Knoxville businessman Randy
Boyd and Franklin businessman Bill Lee
have been running for months and holding
fundraisers, Beavers points out she raised
nearly $57,000 in just three weeks after announcing her candidacy, without a staff or
a fundraising event.
That amount barely tips the scales,
though, compared to sums raised by the
race’s wealthiest candidates. Boyd reported
contributions of $4.34 million in June,
including a $2.034 million personal gift,
while Lee reported total receipts of $2.75
million, counting a $1.375 million selfendorsed loan.
They’re joined by U.S. Rep. Diane
Black, reported to be one of the wealthiest
members of Congress with a personal net
worth around $150 million, and Tennessee House Speaker Beth Harwell, a Belle
Meade resident and the only Republican
in the Davidson County House delegation.
The Center for Responsive Politics estimated Black’s net worth at $77.7 million in
2014. But after a certain point, does it really
matter? She and her husband, David, aren’t
exactly choosing between liver cheese and
souse meat for supper.
Democrat Karl Dean, meanwhile,
totaled $1.2 million in contributions in
the first reporting period, spending only
$7,000 himself for an early poll. The former
Nashville mayor, who isn’t exactly sitting in
the poor house, still had nearly $1 million
in the bank in early July.
Dean is being joined in the Democratic
primary race, somewhat belatedly, by veteran state Rep. Craig Fitzhugh, who enters
with a disadvantage in financing and name
recognition. He has time to catch up.
Fitzhugh says he believes he has plenty
of time to raise money, even though he
intends to hold on to his House seat and

position as Minority Caucus leader.
He doesn’t have a fundraising target
either.
“You see some of those huge figures
out there,” he says. “If that’s what it’s going
to take to win, we’ve got an auction rather
than an election. We’re just going to hit it
hard and hit it long.”
But do dark-horse candidates such as
Fitzhugh and Beavers have the spending
power to win a statewide race in an age
where money rules?
Consider the fact Tennessee’s past
two governors are beyond wealthy, with
Bill Haslam’s net worth reported to be
$2.7 billion, according to Forbes, and Phil
Bredesen, a former health care executive,
retired with so much money in the bank he
didn’t take his governor’s salary.
With a sizable bank account, Haslam
put $3.49 million into the race and raised
a reported $16 million in 2010 to defeat
Democratic candidate Mike McWherter,
son of former Gov. Ned McWherter, who
spent about $3.4 million.
Despite those dollars spent, Vanderbilt political science professor John Geer
contends wealth doesn’t drive success in
political campaigns.
“It helps. But being a good candidate
helps more,” Geer says. “Gov. Haslam is a
classic example. Yes, he is wealthy. But he
was a good candidate and has proven to be
a very good governor.
“Many of the candidates this cycle are
well off. But I would venture to say that the
winner will not be the wealthiest, but that
candidate who best connected with the
concerns of Tennesseans.”
Middle Tennessee State University
political science professor Kent Syler agrees
that being wealthy helps win elections due
to the growing cost of political campaigns,
mainly because of their reliance on expensive electronic media.
Personal wealth provides a built-in
advantage, Syler says, because serious candidates either have to raise a lot of money or
put a big chunk of their own into the race.
“It both takes pressure off fundraising
and it helps your fundraising. Contributors
don’t want to throw their money away and
want to back someone they think is going
to win,” Syler says. “Knowing that that
candidate has personal resources makes
them viable the moment they announce
their candidacy.”
It’s difficult to argue with recent history
in Tennessee gubernatorial races when
“being a self-funder” created an advantage,
Syler adds. Bredesen and Haslam could
buoy their own campaigns, and Sen. Bill
Frist and Sen. Bob Corker had strong track
records as wealthy candidates.
Aside from the money, though, Bredesen and Haslam enjoyed high popularity.
After two terms, Bredesen left office with
good performance numbers, and Haslam
appears to be ready to do the same thing,
he notes, backing up Geer’s assertion.
“So, I don’t think the public really cares
whether it’s personal money or money
they’re raising from contributors,” Syler
points out.
WHAT THE CANDIDATES SAY

With these astronomical numbers
floating around, however, Tennesseans
have to wonder if Joe six-pack, or even
a seasoned politician such as Knoxville
Mayor Madeline Rogero, would be able to
stay in the hunt for governor without millions backing them.
Lee, a farmer and owner of the Lee Co.,
says it’s a “little distressing” that the average Tennessean could hardly compete in a
statewide campaign.
“It shouldn’t be that way. That said, I
also think Tennesseans can see through
the fancy ads and the political speak, and
they’re smart enough to know who is telling
them the truth,” he adds.
Lee recently wrapped up a 95-day RV
tour of Tennessee, hitting every county
in the state, and he contends hard work is
going to matter more to voters than who
has the most money.
But is driving an RV harder than running across the state?
Boyd, an avid runner, recently embarked on a cross-state trek on foot to supplement his campaign coffer. (Apparently,
he has good genes or his knees and ankles
didn’t suffer through years of basketball.)
“There is no doubt the cost of campaigning for any public office has become
very expensive,” Boyd says. “So, no, while
you don’t have to be a multi-millionaire to
run, you’ve got to be able to raise the dollars
needed to get yourself known, or be able to
personally contribute some, or both.
“That’s why we started so early and
worked so hard to raise $2.3 million in just
four months from generous donors in all
95 counties of the state.”
In Black’s last filing for Congress, she
reported raising $210,043 and spending
$241,999, with $33,280 on hand. Clearly,
she’ll need more to run against better
competition than former state Rep. Joe
Carr, who appeared to be strong early but
got waxed by Black on Election Day.
“Diane has a long history of attracting
support from donors across Tennessee. She
did not put any personal money into her
tough primary in 2016 and she still raised
enough to win in a landslide,” says campaign adviser Lance Frizzell. “She expects
to be a donor to this campaign but she also
has great confidence in the support she is
already attracting from Tennessee donors.”
Frizzell points out that Black, another
ultra-conservative from Gallatin, has
always had well-funded campaigns and
never lost an election.
Harwell, who entered the race after the
financial reporting deadline, could face a
stiff challenge in raising enough money
to keep up with the “three potential selffunders” in the Republican primary, Syler
says. Yet Harwell is showing some confidence, despite competing with Dean for
Nashville dollars.

COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Many people dream of making an early
exit from the work routine, but making that
dream a reality has some challenges. Columnists Ray and Dana Brandon share what you
need to consider before turning in your early
retirement notice.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

Numerous innovations have been birthed
in Memphis, including the modern grocery
store and rock ‘n’ roll. Columnist Michael
Graber says the city’s long-term prosperity
now depends on its ability to move into its
next phase of growth.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

Businesses spend billions of dollars on marketing every year. Columnist Mary C. McDonald says diverting some of that budget
into professional development for employees
would be money well-spent.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw share
how the Certified Fund Raising Executive
credentialing program can benefit fundraising professionals and the organizations that
hire them.

RACHEL CARPENTER

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Sam Stockard covers the state Legislature for The Memphis Daily News. He can be
reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

Have you ever looked at your organization’s
marketing spend and wondered, “What do
I have to show for this?” It’s one question,
says columnist Rachel Carpenter, that can
be answered by calculating your marketing
return on investment.
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CAREER CORNER

It’s Not You
By now, we can all agree: The job search
process can be a grueling one. If you’re actively looking for a job, you know what I’m
talking about. You apply online and never
hear back. Or, maybe you go through rounds
of interviews that lead nowhere.
This process can be both frustrating and
disappointing at a bare minimum. It leaves
smart, accomplished professionals feeling
“less than.” It leaves them wondering what’s
wrong with them. Are they too old? Too
young? Perhaps they have the wrong college
degree? They wonder what it is about them
that employers don’t like.
If this sounds familiar, you’re not alone.
Today’s job seeker is frustrated and fed up.
But, what if it wasn’t really you? What if the
reason you aren’t getting calls back has less to
do with you, and more to do with the process?
Hear me out.
The standard line that almost every company says to job applicants is, “Apply online.
If you’re a good fit, we’ll call you.” Even at job
fairs these days, many of the company representatives will opt out of taking your resume
in person and will instead ask you to apply
online. This would lead one to believe that
applying online is the best route to finding a
job, don’t you think?
The problem is, most people still find jobs
the same way today that they did in 1990 –
through their network of contacts. A hiring
manager isn’t just dying to hire a stranger
off the internet. And the online tracking systems companies use are still a relatively new
concept. I’m certain they will continue to
improve over time, but as it stands, many of
these systems struggle to get the right candidates in front of the hiring manager.
On top of this, company rules often
dictate that they must post each and every
job online – even if they already know who
they’re going to hire. I’ve seen this firsthand.
Years ago, I started working at a company
as a contract employee. I was brought in as
a contractor so that I could start right away,
and then was hired permanently months
later. But, before I was hired, my job was
posted online as a vacancy. It was the same
job I’d been doing every day for months. It
was the same job that I already had official
business cards for. If anyone had applied or
interviewed for the job, they may never have
known why they weren’t hired.
So, what’s the answer to this problem?
It’s not straightforward. But one thing’s for
sure. The reason you weren’t hired could
have little to do with you and more to do
with the company’s process. My best advice
is this. Try not to take this process personally.
Go through the interviews and take the opportunity to get to know the hiring manager.
The more well-connected you are before you
apply, the more likely you will be the chosen
one the next time around.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Vandiver Growing Customer
Relations at Agritech Firm
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Rex Vandiver at memphisdailynews.com.

The Seam, an agritech firm founded by agribusiness companies that
specializes in commodity trading and management systems, has added
Rex Vandiver in a customer development role. Vandiver helps with
customer support and project management, and he’s also taking a greater
role in involvement with the peanut industry to help The Seam better serve
its customers’ needs.
As part of that, he recently graduated from the National Peanut Buying
Points Association’s annual leadership program, which teaches young
members of the industry about leadership skills as well as the history of
buying points and the American peanut industry.

Hometown: Alamo, Tennessee
Experience: I studied operations management and
received a degree in business administration from the
University of Tennessee at
Martin. I have nine years’ experience in technology sales
and customer support. Prior
to joining The Seam, I worked
for a company that manufactures conveying equipment
for several agricultural commodities. At this company, I
was involved in sales, marketing, procurement and
operations.
What attracted you to The
Seam? The Seam impressed
me in so many ways, but I
would have to say the two

most important things were
the atmosphere and how
the company invests in its
employees. The company is
doing some amazing, transformational things with agribusiness technology, and I
am excited to be part of that.
You recently graduated from
the National Peanut Buying
Points Association’s leadership program. Tell us a little
about the NPBPA and how
the program impacts your
day-to-day work. The NPBPA
represent 400-plus peanut
buying locations that contract, receive, weigh, clean,
dry, inspect, grade and prepare peanuts for storage and
shelling. All U.S.-produced
peanuts must be inspected
for quality by the Federal-

In addition to Rex Vandiver, The Seam
has added Tammy Sullivan as executive assistant and Mike Vandenbergh
as director of emerging technologies.
Sullivan previously worked for Continental Airlines and United Airlines for
more than 30 years as an international
flight attendant, service manager and
training specialist. Vandenbergh has
more than 20 years of IT experience
and most recently served as vice president of information technology at MicroPact Global.
Pamela Dotson has been named chief
nursing officer of West Cancer Center.
Dotson has nearly 30 years of experience
in health care. Prior to joining West, she
served as senior vice president in charge
of patient care services and chief nursing
officer at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

REX VANDIVER

State Inspection Service at
a registered peanut buying
point.
The leadership program provided me with a greater insight into the history of the
peanut industry and how the
peanut industry operates. I
walked through facilities and
saw the various processes and
stages that are required to get
peanuts from seed to shelf.
It has helped me to better
understand my customers’
needs and provided me with
a deeper appreciation for the
industry and what they do.

seed varieties that grow larger
crops and new equipment for
processing these larger crops.
However, the industry continues to struggle with technology on the business side.
They are relying heavily on
paper documents and manual processes that are laborintensive and time-consuming. The Seam’s approach is
to digitally capture all of the
data and make the industry
become more efficient, while
providing a greater understanding of their business
through actionable reporting.

What kind of struggles is the
peanut industry facing, and
how can The Seam help address those issues? The peanut industry has made amazing strides in developing new

If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? Learn to
be your own worst critic and
keep pushing yourself for better results.

Lauren Hannaford has been promoted
to director of client services at Obsidian Public Relations. Hannaford joined
Obsidian as an intern in October 2008
after graduating from Mississippi College with a bachelor’s degree in public
relations. She was hired as a full-time
employee in April 2009.
The Arc Mid-South has added three
new members to its board of directors:
Bennie Cobb, a retired captain with the
Shelby County Sheriff’s Department;
Claudia Espinoza de Posada, a parent advocate whose son is autistic; and
Sharon Webb, senior pastor of the Life
Changing Word Ministries and upcoming president of the American Association of University Women’s Memphis
branch.
Inferno has appointed Lauren Berry

as public relations account coordinator and Von Ralls as web developer.
Berry recently received her Bachelor of
Arts in journalism from the University
of Memphis. Ralls has a background in
web development and IT management,
using these skills at Memphis companies like Barbell Shrugged for three
years and Crew Training International
for nine years.
Bailey Lowery and Cooper Smith have
joined Shoemaker Financial's Germantown offices as financial advisers.
Jerry King has joined Crye-Leike Real
Estate Services’ Midtown branch office.
King specializes in residential and commercial real estate and will serve buyers
and sellers in Shelby, Tipton and Fayette
counties. He had been a restaurant owner in the hospitality industry for 15 years.
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Edge District’s Bakery Development
Closer to Inking Office Tenants
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

After receiving a 20-year tax
incentive from the Center City
Revenue Finance Corp. this
week, one of the most ambitious projects to come out of
the Memphis Medical District in
recent memory is one step closer
to repopulating the Edge District
with an influx of office tenants.
The $73 million, multiparcel
Bakery Development project
being spearheaded by Development Services Group would
add about 600,000 square feet
of commercial, residential and
parking space to the area surrounding the former Wonder
Bread factory, 400 Monroe Ave.
The payment-in-lieu-of-taxes, or
PILOT, incentive awarded by the
CCRFC Tuesday, Aug. 8, will go
toward construction costs.
While the 286 apartment
units will be the project’s financial linchpin, the 150,000 square
feet of office and retail space will
serve as its public face.
Ethan Knight, director of
project management for Development Services Group, said one
of the biggest questions he was

asked after the announcement
was made was why they were
building so much office space
when Downtown Memphis already has a plethora of empty
buildings.
“It seems like an odd venture
to try to make, but we have already filled well over half of the
space,” Knight said. “At this point
they are verbal agreements, but
they are good verbal agreements
with excellent tenants who will
make the neighborhood.”
Knight said the crux of the
office development is a yet-tobe-announced tenant that is
seeking to relocate its corporate
headquarters to Memphis.
“We have 75,000 square feet
of the adaptive reuse portion of
the old Wonder Bread bakery
that will be a financial services
tenant we’re bringing in from out
of town,” Knight said.
He said DSG and the potential tenant are in late-stage
negotiations, with only the city’s
approval as the last remaining
barrier.
“They love the area, love
Downtown Memphis, but it
needs to make sense for them,
and for it to make sense for them,
it’s got to make sense for us as a

viable project.”
Which is where the apartments come into play.
“It would never return the
value that we put into it if we
proceeded without the Bakery
Apartments,” Knight said. “It’s
an expensive cost-per-squarefoot redevelopment, and the
return on office space isn’t that
great, so it doesn’t make sense
on its own.”
In addition to the main office
tenant, another parcel – the Cycle
Shop at 421 Monroe Ave. – will
house a co-working facility that
will house a group of smaller
tenants, including the Memphis
Medical District Collaborative.
Knight said that he has been
working with this group of smaller tenants since 2015 and that
they’re all excited to move into
the collaborative space together.
Meanwhile, Knight said he is
also working to bring in another
“high-end” user to occupy the
two-story building at 411 Monroe Ave.
“We’re working with another
17,000-square-foot office tenant
for that location,” he said. “I
can’t divulge who that is, but it’s
a very positive addition to the
neighborhood.”

Rendering of the Bakery Apartments east of Wonder Bread factory
space that would be adapted for office use. (Looney Ricks Kiss/Development Services Group)

The last parcel to be redeveloped during the project’s first
phase will be former BNH Architectural Glass building, located at
445 Madison Ave.
Knight said he has been in
talks with several users to fill
both sides of the dual warehouseoffice layout of the building.
“Think along the lines of an
athletic gym for the warehouse
component, and we have another
16,000 square feet of office space
that remains available.”
Since the CCRFC approved

the project for tax incentives
Tuesday, the next hurdle lies
with the Downtown Parking Authority. If an agreement can be
reached with the DPA surrounding the project’s 480-unit parking
garage, it will go before city and
county officials for final approval,
at which point Knight said the
lease agreements can be signed.
“We’re confident we can fill
the rest of the space, or really
it will fill itself once the activity picks up and people start
moving in.”

E D U C AT I O N

New Collierville High Signals Shift in Education
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

A year from now, the $90
million Collierville High School
will open for classes with an
estimated 2,600 students.
Collierville Schools superintendent John Aitken is keenly
aware that for many citizens the
construction work is what they
know about the school system
entering its fourth school year.
“We have to do more than
just build a new high school,”
Aitken told a group of 250
Wednesday, Aug. 9, at a Collierville Chamber of Commerce
general membership luncheon.
“We have to offer more opportunities for all of our kids.”
The speech was as much

outreach to business leaders
to become involved as it was
an update on the building. And
the outreach reflects a shift in
education, particularly in high
schools.
“We have to serve all students,” Aitken said. “We want
every student that walks across
the stage at Collierville High
School graduation to already
have … college credit either
through AP (Advanced Placement) dual-enrollment classes
and/or nationally recognized
credentials, industry certification, badges that they can take
to show they have the training.
That’s where we are headed.”
And the school system is on
its way with “blended learning”
– the use of digital devices that
allow students to do project-

based learning together as well
as individual learning at each
student’s own pace.
Aitken and his staff are managing more than 8,000 devices
now in the hands of students
and probably “well over” 10,000
total in a year’s time, along with
the network necessary to manage the iPads every student in
grades 3-8 has now and the
laptops every high schooler will
have next school year.
“What’s the programming?
What we can put in those spaces? How we are going to outfit
those spaces?” Aitken said later
of the questions being answered
a year out from opening day.
“That’s where partners come
in. If Carrier wants to partner
with us and TCAT (Tennessee
Colleges of Applied Technol-

ogy) … if they’ve got a particular
machine that they might want
their kids to be trained on, then
we partner with them and put it
in that manufacturing class,” he
said. “It’s kind of daunting right
now. … So pray for me.”
Meanwhile, Aitken says the
transition for students is catching up to what they know already.
“What they know is this,” Aitken said holding out his iPhone.
“They know technology. … You
heard me say blended learning
a lot in the presentation. That’s
what those kids thrive with is
that type of learning. A lot of
these opportunities are sitting in
front of computers for modular
learning and then taking it into
a shop or work experience and
doing the hands-on piece of it.”

That, he said, is often translated with a jump in ACT scores,
which have become a more
important marker in gauging
student growth by state and
federal standards.
“We’ve got to meet kids with
how they learn, and this is how
they learn,” Aitken said.
His pitch to business leaders
is that federal requirements in
the new Every Student Succeeds
Act, or ESSA, as well as the state’s
emphasis on workforce training
and two free years of community
college as a “last-dollar scholarship” are changing the nature
of high schools, where there
has been a longstanding and
considerable gap between the
high school experience and the
aitken continued on P32

www.thememphisnews.com

26 August 11-17, 2017

sports

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

SEC FOOTBALL

Separated at Birth: Defensive
Backs and Wide Receivers

Memphis Tigers wide receiver Anthony Miller (3) scores a touchdown during the first half of the Memphis Tigers 51-7 victory
over the SMU Mustangs on Nov. 5, 2016, in Dallas, Texas.
(Icon Sportswire via AP Images/Mikel Galicia)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

The wide receiver and the defensive
back are exactly the same – until that point
when the ball is in the air and then they are
totally different.
The wideout wants to catch passes,
run free, score touchdowns, and prance
and dance. The DB wants to knock down
passes, intercept passes, deliver teethjarring hits, and posture and strut.
Truth is, if a wide receiver played any
other position it mostly likely would be
defensive back. But he might not be such
a good tackler.
If a DB played any other position, it
would be wide receiver. But his hands
might not be so reliable.
“DBs are more cocky. They have to
be,” said Mississippi State wideout Donald
Gray (White Station). “Prime Time (Deion
Sanders) kinda brainwashed all the DBs
to be like this. As far as receivers, they say
we’re pretty, but we just want to catch the
ball. Who likes to take punishment?
“But we don’t mind taking hits. That’s
where they get confused and think we’re

pretty boys, where we really can get dirty.”
At the least, wide receivers can hold
their own when the trash-talking starts.
Close-ups of receivers and corners on the
line of scrimmage or downfield often catch
both of them jawing furiously.
Although Missouri wide receiver J’Mon
Moore, who was second last season in the
SEC with 1,012 receiving yards, insists
corners and safeties don’t waste their
breath on him.
“I’ll make you eat your words,” Moore
said.
To be sure, actions speak louder than
words. Nowhere is this truer than when a
receiver is running a crossing pattern over
the middle.
“If you hit them, it’ll be more intimidating the next time they go for the ball,”
said junior Alabama safety Minkah Fitzpatrick, whose four interceptions returned
for touchdowns in his career is a school
record. “They may short-arm it and not
extend because they’ll know somebody’s
coming.”
Yet there is a great argument to be
made that the cornerback or safety has to
be mentally stronger. It’s like in baseball
with the pitcher-batter confrontation. The

batter is hoping to do something good; the
pitcher is trying to prevent something bad.
While pitchers get hitters out more often than not, and DBs stop receivers from
scoring more often than not, it requires
a stout mentality that, at some level, is
rooted in negativity.
“It’s the toughest position to play,”
said Arkansas corner Kevin Richardson
II. “You’ve gotta be wired different. You
don’t’ have any help behind you. If you
mess up, that’s a touchdown. Anybody
else mess up, up front, `Oh, somebody’s
behind me and got my back.’”
So you’re playing a game of survivor,
but yet you can’t play that game scared.
“You know how it feels to get scored
on,” said Florida corner Duke Dawson.
“Receiver drops a ball, he might come back
next play and catch the ball. As a defensive
back, you might not get the ball thrown
your way until two drives later. You have
to have a strong mindset. Because if you
worry about getting beat, then you’re going to get beat even more.”
Consider: Receivers are always on a
quest to accumulate – more catches, more
yards and first downs, more touchdowns.
Last season, Anthony Miller (Christian

Brothers) caught 95 passes for 1,434 yards.
Both were University of Memphis records.
A former walk-on, the senior has a
catch in 25 straight games, hauled in 14
TD passes last season, and openly admits
that a 2,000-yard receiving season is in
his sights.
“Most definitely,” he said.
For the second straight season, Miller
is also on the Biletnikoff Award Watch
List, so named for Fred Biletnikoff, a 1964
All-American at Florida State who went
on to star in the American and National
Football leagues with the Oakland Raiders
and was inducted into the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in 1988 – or well before Miller
was born.
So no surprise, Miller has never heard
of Biletnikoff, doesn’t know him as that
stringy-haired, eye-black wearing bag of
bones that could catch anything thrown
near him.
One receiver to another, he gives him
his props just the same.
“He was probably the best of his time,”
Miller said. “Shout out to him.”
Truth is, Biletnikoff is a brother to
Miller, Moore, Gray and all the rest. Receivers understand each other, have to
look out for one another.
That’s senior D.J. Chark’s job at LSU,
which has been dubbed DBU because
of all the great defensive backs to come
through, including safety Jamal Adams
(sixth overall to the New York Jets in 2017)
and cornerback Tre’Davious White (27th
overall to Buffalo in 2017).
So at LSU, the wide receiver-defensive
back battles start in earnest well before
there is outside competition.
“Defensive backs that I play against
at practice have a swagger about themselves,” Chark said. “They feel like they
can guard anybody. The thing I’m trying to
bring to this receiver role – and we’ve had
it, Jarvis (Landry) and Odell (Beckham)
showed it – is to let these young guys know
we can ball, we can go at it with these DBs.
“If you make a play on a first-rounder,
then respect that. Going against Jamal
Adams, if you get that win, take credit
for it because not too many people in the
country can get a win against Jamal Adams. Take pride in what you do. You can’t
play the little brother in the room because
they gonna bully us. And we expect them
to bully us if we let them.”
No doubt, Fred Biletnikoff would appreciate that sentiment. In another way so
would Deion Sanders, who also played for
the Florida State Seminoles.
Like always, they are opposite sides of
the same of coin.
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK

Give Rudy Gay an Assist on ‘Grit and Grind’
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Did Tony Allen say too much? That’s
the question after The Grindfather – yes, it
retains the title even if he signs elsewhere
as a free agent – answered a question about
the origin of the “grit and grind” in an interview with MassLive.com.
Allen, of course, spoke the phrase into
being after an improbable Grizzlies win
at Oklahoma City in which he scored 27
points with five steals and three blocks.
This was back in February of 2011, when
the Thunder had not just Russell Westbrook but also Kevin Durant and James
Harden.
The Grizzlies, however, were without
Rudy Gay that night – the Grizzlies player
at the time considered most able to get
his own shot.
“I was so upset with Rudy for not playing,” Allen told MassLive.com. “When they
gave me my interview, the first thing I said
was, ‘It’s just heart. Grit and grind.’ That’s

how that phrase blossomed in Memphis.
I was still upset. That was really a jab at
Rudy Gay.”
All these years later, most Grizzlies fans
have no problem with TA saying he was
taking a shot at Rudy Gay back then. After
all, Gay had come to be viewed as the opposite of grit and grind, even as it became
a phrase, a slogan for T-shirts and a civic
movement.
Gay, who recently signed with the San
Antonio Spurs, took exception to Allen’s
view.
“Pot calling the kettle black,” Gay
tweeted on Aug. 5.
Bleacher Report dug into the players’
games-per-season history (injuries have
taken a few from both of them) and found
Gay has actually averaged 68.4 games
played during the 82-game regular season
portion of his career while Allen has averaged 61.3 games played.
Those are facts.
But so is this: The night Tony Allen first
said “grit and grind” was the beginning of
an era. If it took Tony taking a job at Rudy

to get there, well, so be it.

Grizzlies forward Rudy Gay (22) hugs
Tony Allen after beating the San Antonio
Spurs Jan. 11, 2013. (Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)

CARDINALS SEND PISCOTTY
DOWN TO MEMPHIS
In 2016, outfielder Stephen Piscotty hit
22 home runs and led the St. Louis Cardinals with 85 runs batted in. The Cardinals
were so confident in his future they signed
him to a six-year, $33.5 million contract.
But on Monday with outfielder Dexter
Fowler coming off the disabled list, a struggling Piscotty was demoted to the Triple-A
Memphis Redbirds. He was hitting .232
with just six homers and 31 RBI.
John Mozeliak, the Cardinals president
of baseball operations, told the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch that the combination of
Piscotty’s struggles at the plate and having
to cope with his mother’s fight with Lou
Gehrig’s disease had him under pressure.
“There’s no doubt that was weighing
on him,” Mozeliak said. “Clearly this is not
the season he envisioned. Clearly, there are
reasons why.”
notebook continued on P32

Under Stubby Clapp, Redbirds Maximize Winning Formula

DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
Over the last quarter-century in the
game, Stubby Clapp has learned many
things. One is that the baseball gods do not
believe in championships as entitlements.
“It doesn’t matter what level,” said
Clapp, 44, and in his first year as manager
of the Memphis Redbirds, “it’s a special
achievement.”
So yeah, he cherishes all those achievements that have come before: winning
the Junior Olympics with Team Canada,
way back in 1991; winning the Pacific
Coast League championship in 2000 with
the Redbirds; and in 2015 winning a gold
medal in the Pan American Games as a
coach for Canada.
Holding a 20-game lead in their division, the Redbirds this season seem assured of at least one title. They were 77-40
through Aug. 9 and needed only seven
more wins to break the franchise record
of 83 victories in a season.
And who knows, another PCL title and

perhaps a Triple-A championship will yet
come.
Their pitching has been the best in
their league and their fielding, too. They
rank fourth in the league in home runs. The
Redbirds can do it all and in an age where
many winning teams simply mash their
way around all their other flaws.
“Clean baseball, fundamentally sound
baseball,” said Gary LaRocque, the St.
Louis Cardinals director of player development, who was at AutoZone Park this week
to see the winning first-hand.
How good are they?
They’re even a perfect 9-0 in extrainning games after beating Omaha 3-2 in
10 innings on Aug. 9, when outfielder Harrison Bader brought home the winning run
with a sharp single through the left side.
“We don’t have one player who’s hitting .380 with 30 home runs,” said Bader,
who is having a nice year hitting .299 with
20 home runs, and has had a short stint in
St. Louis. “It’s a lot of guys who do their
jobs and contribute to a day’s victory.”
So yes, credit first must go to the players. From pitchers Mike Mayers and Luke
Weaver, among the league leaders in ERA
and wins, respectively, to hitters Nick
Martini (team-high .319 batting average)
and Patrick Wisdom (team-best 24 home
runs) and too many others to name in this

small space.
But given that the Redbirds have sent
15 players up to St. Louis and eight of them,
as of Aug. 9, were still with the big club,
Clapp and pitching coach Bryan Eversgerd
and hitting coach Mark Budaska have been
the constants.
Team chemistry is a mysterious formula, a delicate equation. The Redbirds
have it.
“You lose a guy here, gain a guy there,”
Bader said, shrugging at Triple-A reality.
“Just a lot of relaxed vibes,” said relief
pitcher Ryan Sherriff, a seven-year minor
league veteran. “We can go about our business in a fun way. Stubby doesn’t hassle
us too much.”
As a player, Clapp was a grinder. He
knows that when you get down to it, all
any player wants is to belong, to be sure
that he’s part of this thing and not some
outsider with a uniform and a locker.
“It all comes down to including everybody from Day One,” he said. “I don’t
have the same lineup every day. Everybody
plays. I firmly believe everybody in that
clubhouse can play in the big leagues and
that’s not a cliché or whatever. If we go
through the numbers, everybody’s got
some type of potential to contribute at the
big league level.”
The 2000 Redbirds team managed by

Gaylen Pitts was handled much the same
way. And that team, Clapp says, was tight.
Eight to 10 guys going out to dinner together. A bunch of them going white-water
rafting on an off day in Colorado Springs.
Clapp walks into his own clubhouse
now and sees guys are playing cards
together and even getting in the same
fantasy football league, which will mean
staying connected months after the season
is done.
Clubhouses are not always like that.
“There have been clubhouses I’ve been
in,” Clapp said, “and everybody’s checking
the calendar: `Five more days, I pick my
own friends.’”
For this team, there is less than a
month left in the regular season and then
a playoff season of undetermined length.
However it goes, there’s no taking away
what has happened to this point.
Also, no ignoring the guy making out
the daily lineup and managing all the
moving pieces.
Or as infielder Alex Mejia said, “The
record speaks for itself.”
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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Safety Kelly, Legacy Teammates
Ready for Final Season with Vols

Todd Kelly Jr. is one of six players who started playing for the Tennessee Volunteers in the 2014 season
and remain on the team for their senior football season.
(The Ledger/Dave Link)

DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Todd Kelly Jr. can’t believe it’s
his last hoorah.
The senior safety from Webb
School of Knoxville enters his
final season at Tennessee with
thoughts of how it all started in
fall of 2014.
“It’s wild how time flies,” Kelly
says. “The veterans told me when
I was a freshman, ‘When you blink
your eye and snap your finger,
you’ll be a senior and it will be all
over with, and it will be your last
time running through the ‘T.’”
“Now, I’m looking and realizing how much it meant to me
then, and how much it means to
me now, just to emphasize to the
younger guys how important it
is to spend your time wisely and
manage your time and make it the
best you can while you’re here at
the university.”
Kelly, son of former UT defensive end Todd Kelly Sr. (1989-92),
was one of six legacy Vols arriving
on campus in summer of 2014. Of
those six, Kelly, Dillon Bates, and

twins Evan and Elliott Berry are
still on the team.
Kelly is coming off his best
season as a Vol. Last year, he
played in 12 games with 11 starts
(all but one at strong safety) and
led the team in tackles with 71 and
tied for the team-high in interceptions with two.
As the Vols prepare for the
Sept. 4 opener against Georgia
Tech in Atlanta, Kelly is assuming
another role with the team.
“I think my mentality this year
as an individual is realizing that
I’m a senior and holding myself
accountable as being a leader,” he
explains, “first and foremost for
the defensive back group, then the
defense as a whole and lastly just
the entire team, and just bringing
everybody together collectively
and making sure they’re all on
the same page and have the same
goals throughout the season.
“Just having three years under
my belt, I think it’s huge for me
because I’ve experienced a lot,
good, bad and indifferent. But at
the same time, I’m excited, and
it’s my last year, so I’ve got to
make it the best I possibly can.”

Kelly is one of 109 players on
the Wuerffel Trophy watch list
for an award known as “College
Football’s Premier Award for
Community Service.” It’s named
after former Florida quarterback
Danny Wuerffel and is awarded
to the player who best combines
community service with athletic
and academic achievements.
A four-star prospect at Webb,
Kelly is majoring in biological
science and was on the SEC Fall
Academic Honor roll in 2015
and 2016, and as a freshman was
on the SEC First-Year Academic
Honor Roll.
His community work ranges
from visiting East Tennessee
Children’s Hospital to mentoring
youth at Lonsdale Elementary and
working at Emerald Youth Foundation and Read Across America.
He’s also a member of the 100
Black Men of Knoxville, which
serves as a catalyst for minority
youth to maximize potential.
“Most of the guys I’ve seen
on that (Wuerffel Trophy) list, we
do it not to be on that list,” Kelly
points out. “We do it for the cause
and to give back to the commu-

nity because I know how many
kids want to be on this platform.
I was a kid and was able to make
it this far, and I just want to give
back to my community, especially
being from here, the city of Knoxville, whether it’s the elementary
school, tutoring middle schoolers,
whatever I can do to help, that’s
what I’m going to do.”
Kelly seems to relish the Vols’
underdog role in Butch Jones’
fifth year as coach.
Tennessee posted its second
consecutive nine-win season in
2016 and won its third straight
bowl game, but the Vols failed to
win the SEC East after entering the
season as the favorite.
Not this year. The Vols are
picked to finish third in the East
behind Georgia and Florida (not
necessarily in that order), and it
would be an upset if they get to
the SEC Championship Game for
the first time since 2007.
“Well, a lot of people say, ‘It’s
not where you start, it’s where you
finish,’” Kelly says. “That’s what I
truly believe. You hear about guys
who were no-names making it to
become big names. I think that
speaks with our team. It doesn’t
matter where we start. It’s all
about where we finish.
“Right now, we’re in the
weeds. Nobody’s really seeing
us, almost like a snake in the grass,
but our goal is to end up biting
somebody at the end of the day
and making them pay.
“That’s why we have that
mindset where we know our
value, and that’s all that matters,
and if we give it our all and stick
together as a unit and as a team,
it’s going to be pretty special.”
Tennessee is scheduled to
have its 10th practice by this
weekend, which marks the midway point of fall camp.
Here’s a breakdown of UT’s
defense going into the opener
against Georgia Tech at Mercedes-Benz Stadium.
Defensive line
Tennessee took heavy hits
at defensive end from the 2016
group with Philadelphia Eagles’
first-round pick Derek Barnett
passing up his senior season and
starting left end Corey Vereen and
backup/part-time starter LaTroy

Lewis exhausting their eligibility.
Junior Jonathan Kongbo and
sophomore Darrell Taylor had
big springs and appear to be leaders to start at end.
Taylor has evolved from a
6-foot-4, 200-pound wide receiver/defensive end at Hopewell
(Virginia) High School into a
254-pound edge rusher. He played
in eight games as a freshman last
year and had nine tackles.
Kongbo (6-6, 264 pounds) was
the No. 1 overall junior-college
prospect out of Arizona Western
Community College but didn’t
have the impact many expected
in his first year at Tennessee.
To his credit, Kongbo moved
to tackle as the Vols battled depth
issues, and now he’s back to his
natural end position. He played in
all 13 games last year (two starts
at tackle) and had 11 tackles, one
sack, and three tackles for loss. He
returned an interception 59 yards
for touchdown against Missouri.
Junior Kyle Phillips (6-4, 263)
of Nashville Hillsboro also is in
the rotation, if not pushing for a
starting job. Phillips, a consensus four-star end in high school,
played in 11 games last year with
a start at tackle and finished with
15 tackles, two for losses.
Three freshmen could be
pushed into action: Deandre
Johnson (6-4, 258) of Miami
Southridge High; Matthew Butler
(6-4, 274) of Garner Senior High/
Raleigh, North Carolina, and
Ryan Thaxton (6-4, 236) of St. Agnes School/Alexandria,Virginia.
Johnson and Butler are the most
likely to be in the rotation.
Fifth-year senior tackle Kendal Vickers returns after starting
every game the past two seasons.
Danny O’Brien was a senior
starter at the other tackle last year
until getting kicked off the team
after the Texas A&M game.
The return of junior tackle Shy
Tuttle (6-2, 308) is tenuous due
to a knee injury, and he’s been
limited in fall camp.
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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Down on the Corner: Titans Finally
Address Secondary Coverage Problem
Unlike last season, when Jason McCourty’s injury limited their options, LeBeau can be more creative with his coverages
in 2017. LeBeau’s philosophy is to pressure
the quarterback with blitzes, forcing manto-man coverage on the outside.
By acquiring Ryan, who formerly played
for New England, the Titans got a known
commodity. Although not the fastest cornerback around, Ryan has proven he can
cover different types of receivers.
He graded out at No. 17 among all
NFL cornerbacks last season, according to
Pro Football Focus, which analyzes every
player on every snap of every game.
Jackson is an intriguing prospect. The
Titans used the second of their two firstround draft picks to secure him. He ran a
fast 4.39 seconds in the 40-yard dash at the
NFL Combine. Southern Cal’s coaching

Tennessee Titans cornerback Logan
Ryan was a third-round draft pick by
the New England Patriots in 2013 and
spent the last two seasons as a starter.
He led all NFL corners with 92 tackles
last season.
(AP Photo/Mark Humphrey)

Rookie cornerback Adoree’ Jackson, the
second of two first-round picks by the
Titans in 2017, and veteran Logan Ryan
could give opposing offenses fits with
their differing skill sets and physical
abilities.
(AP Photo/Mark Humphrey)

DAVID CLIMER

that’s a good thing. It’s possible the Titans
could use Ryan, who, at 5-foot-11 and 191
pounds, is the sturdier of the two, to go oneon-one with the opposing offense’s bigger
wide receiver. Jackson (5-foot-10 and 186
pounds) is a synapse-quick speedster who
could cover smaller, faster wideouts.
That’s the kind of mix-and-match coverage that would be particularly helpful in
the AFC South, where each of the Titans’
three rivals have wide receiver corps that
feature diverse physiques and styles.
Houston, for example, has a big receiver
in 6-foot-1, 214-pound DeAndre Hopkins
and a smaller speedster in Will Fuller. Hopkins has averaged six receptions per game
against the Titans in his four NFL seasons.
Fuller had a combined 10 catches in
two games against the Titans as a rookie
last season.
In theory, the Titans could shadow
Hopkins with the bigger, more physical
Ryan while the faster Jackson matches up
with Fuller, who is expected to miss the
start of the regular season after breaking
his collarbone in practice.
The same goes for Indianapolis where
the 6-2, 221-pound Donte Moncrief is a
load and super-quick T.Y. Hilton is a tough
matchup. Hilton averaged 19.2 yards on 12
receptions and two touchdowns in a pair of
games against the Titans last season.
As for Jacksonville, the Jaguars have a
big target in Allen Robinson and a speedster in Marqise Lee, who is coming off a
63-catch season.

Nashville Sports Correspondent

The Titans have been searching for
years for an answer at cornerback. They
think they found two answers during the
offseason.
Through free agency and the draft, second-year general manager Jon Robinson
orchestrated a total makeover of the crucial
position, adding veteran Logan Ryan and
rookie Adoree’ Jackson to a defense that
has been easy pickings for a well-thrown
football.
It’s about time the Titans made cornerback a priority. They’ve been content with
lackluster play at the position far too long.
That’s why Jackson and Ryan are now in
two-tone blue.
The system employed by Titans defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau usually
leaves cornerbacks isolated in one-on-one
matchups with wide receivers. Last season,
only two NFL teams gave up more passing
yards than the Titans.
Although other things factored into all
those passing yards – uneven pass rush, difficulty matching up with tight ends, issues
with underneath coverage – it’s fair to say
that cornerbacks got burned often.
In a league with so many talented
wideouts, you must to be able to match up.
That’s where Ryan and Jackson come in.
They have different skill sets. And

staff occasionally used him on offense and
he scored six touchdowns in a three-year
college career.
The Titans obviously think a lot of Jackson. It is the first time the team has spent
a first-round pick on a cornerback since
Adam “Pacman” Jones in 2005.
In fact, Jones was the first defensive
player selected in that draft at No. 6 overall.
Jones was a dynamic athlete and brought a
breakaway threat to the return game, but
his personality and judgment were liabilities both on and off the field.
Reach David Climer at dclimer1018@
yahoo.com and on Twitter @DavidClimer.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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One Gimpy WR No Longer a Big
Problem for Deeper Titans Squad
TERRY MCCORMICK
Nashville Sports Correspondent

Tennessee Titans rookie receiver Corey Davis limped off the practice field last
Thursday with a hamstring injury.
Normally, when the fifth overall pick in
the draft goes down with an injury before
he even has a chance to contribute, there
would be cause for some panic. After all,
wide receiver has long been a trouble spot
for this franchise, which has rolled through
the likes of Tyrone Calico, Kenny Britt, Justin Hunter and Dorial Green-Beckham over
the years with very little to show.
But as Davis was diagnosed as being
“week to week” with his strained hamstring
and likely will miss at least a good portion of
the preseason, there was a different feeling

surrounding the situation as it relates to the
2017 Titans.
Sure, there was concern, as this is a
player the Titans are counting on to develop into a game-changer for their offense.
But there was hardly the mood of panic
around Saint Thomas Sports Park with
Davis’ diagnosis.
Instead, the feeling was that there are
other guys on the Tennessee roster perfectly capable of stepping up and keeping
things rolling until Davis is able to return.
Namely, veteran Eric Decker, who has
made a seemingly seamless transition in
Titans camp, running precision routes and
catching nearly everything thrown his way.
There also is fellow rookie Taywan
Taylor, whose reps took a brief dip with
the arrival of Decker. He assumes the slot
receiver duties again with Davis out and

Decker moving to the outside.
Coach Mike Mularkey says Davis’
unscheduled absence will provide good
opportunities for others to get added work.
“It kind of moves Decker out to outside,
gets Taywan inside, which is good for both
those guys to get the reps,” Mularkey says.
Decker, who is already working well
with QB Marcus Mariota, sees the Titans
as having plenty of ammunition on the
offense.
“In most offenses, you’ve got to be
precise,” he says. “The quarterback makes
the decision and, as receivers, you’ve got to
be in the right spots. This offense, we have
a lot of weapons and a lot of ways we can
attack a defense.”
A similar situation is happening at running back with DeMarco Murray sitting out
a few days with a hamstring issue. Derrick

Henry, the 2015 Heisman Trophy winner,
has stepped in as a battering ram, and the
run game hasn’t missed a beat.
A clear improvement for the 2017 Tennessee Titans is the depth that has been
built across the board – something that has
been lacking for a long time with the club,
even in some spots last year.
Other than losing Mariota – and let’s be
honest, very few NFL teams could sustain
momentum if their starting quarterback
was lost for an extended period (Dallas’
discovery of Dak Prescott last year being
an exception) – the Titans seem poised
to handle the injury adversity that might
come their way at nearly every other spot
on the field.
Terry McCormick covers the Titans for
TitanInsider.com

C O R P O R AT E N E W S

American Paper Optics, St. Jude
Partner on Solar Eclipse Glasses
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

In anticipation of the historic solar eclipse Aug. 21, Bartlettbased American Paper Optics
(APO) is partnering with St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital to
educate the public on safe solar
eclipse viewing.
APO, the world’s largest
manufacturer of 3-D glasses, has
created exclusive St. Jude solar
eclipse glasses, and 50 percent of
the proceeds of each 10-pack of
glasses sold will be donated back
to the hospital.
“This is an extremely rare
opportunity for hundreds of millions of people to see something
they’ve never seen before,” said
APO president and CEO John Jerit.
Demand for the sun-safe glasses has grown so much the past two
months, APO had to ramp up its
Bartlett manufacturing facility
from 35 employees to 75.
The company anticipates sell-

ing as many as 100 million pairs
of the St. Jude glasses and is more
than halfway to that goal. In the
past few weeks, orders have increased from 100 per day to more
than 600 per day.
“For the last two years, we
have been engaged with large
corporations and organizations
across the U.S., all wanting to
capitalize on the event,” said
Paulo Aur, chief financial officer at
APO. “This could not be a busier
time for us, and we are extremely
excited to be part of history.”
More than 300 million people
are expected to view the eclipse,
and 100 million people are estimated to be traveling to various
areas across the U.S. where the
total eclipse will be most pronounced, like in Nashville, Tennessee.
The eclipse’s path will stretch
across 14 states from Salem,
Oregon, to Charleston, South
Carolina.
In the partnership with St.
Jude, patients inspired the art for

the exclusive solar eclipse glasses.
The glasses are interactive and can
be colored in, allowing children
to create their own original pair.
While the eclipse is making all
the headlines and driving demand
right now at American Paper Optics, the company has come a long
way since its founding in 1990.
APO has manufactured more
than 2 billion paper 3-D glasses,
with a variety of frame styles,
specialty optics, full-color printing, and intricate die-cutting
capabilities.
3-D business across the country spiked when “Avatar” was
released in 2009, and toy, gaming,
magazine and television companies raced to get 3-D products
out into the market to capitalize
on the hot trend (part of the “Avatar Effect” within the industry).
Around that time, APO did a Super
Bowl-related job involving the
“Monsters vs. Aliens” movie for
135 million pairs of glasses.
APO also manufactured more
than 60 million 3-D glasses using

multiple lens technologies to be
included in DVDs and Blu-rays for
movies like “Journey to the Center
of the Earth,” “Jonas Brothers
3-D,” “Coraline,” “My Bloody Valentine” and “Final Destination.”
In 2010, APO manufactured
14 million 3-D glasses in less than
three weeks for one TV event – a
3-D Michael Jackson tribute during the Grammy Awards.
While the popularity of home
3-D use has cooled somewhat
in the years since then, APO still
does a large amount of business
with theaters, amusement parks,
magazines and other companies
and organizations.
APO’s solar eclipse glasses are
touted as being more than 1,000
times more protective than a pair
of actual sunglasses, with twomillimeter, scratch-resistant black
polymer lenses filtering out harmful ultraviolet and infrared rays.
“Sunglasses are not sufficient,
even double sunglasses are not
sufficient, for viewing an eclipse,”
said Dr. James C. Fleming with

the UT Hamilton Eye Institute in
Memphis. “Do not try to construct
a set of glasses to watch the sun.
One should be very careful to use
the appropriate visual protection.
“The eye focuses light on
the back of the eye and intense,
continued observation of the sun
causes a burn in the retina, specifically an area called the fovea.
If burned long enough and hard
enough there is permanent damage to the center vision of the eye,”
Fleming said. “If the damage is
less severe, it may cause swelling
that resolves over a few days. That
cannot be determined except over
a period of time.”
APO has also partnered with
Bill Nye the Science Guy on another pair of solar eclipse glasses
(paper and plastic versions) that
are available year-round.
The St. Jude glasses are only
available at the APO website
(www.eclipseglasses.com/collections/eclipse-glasses-stock/
products/st-jude-eclipse-glasses).
Each 10-pack is $20.
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Greetings, New Hopes Mark First Day
Of School Year at Dunbar Elementary
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The school year began Monday, Aug.
7, with some parents registering children
on the first day, other children finding
their way back into academic routines
on their own and Shelby County Schools
leaders awaiting the release of achievement test scores from the state that will
set a new baseline for where students are
academically.
“We know we have a long way to go,”
SCS superintendent Dorsey Hopson said
Monday of an expected drop in test scores
with new, higher standards reflected in
the TNReady test results. “But we think
that given the stable nature of our district
now and some of the investments we’ve
made, we expect student achievement to
continue to be on the rise.”
The school system is now three years
past the demerger of public education in
Shelby County into seven school systems
from a single school system that was in
place for a year four years ago.
The further SCS has gotten away from
those two historic changes, the more
the focus has been on what happens in
classrooms.
At some schools Monday, groups of
people held signs in English and Spanish welcoming students back. The effort
by Latino Memphis was a way of easing
concerns of immigrant parents and children that they might be at risk of detention following a week of raids by federal
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
officials in the Memphis region.
SCS officials will be watching attendance numbers closely to see if
the ICE raids have had any impact on
enrollment. The school system is expected to tally around 96,000 students
this year. More than half of students had
been registered before classes began
– weekend block parties for registration
were well attended.
Students arriving at Dunbar Elementary School in Orange Mound were
greeted by the Memphis Grizz Drum Line
– most walking to school with parents.
One of the smaller students with a
Super Mario Brothers lunch box held his
ears as the staccato beat echoed off the
brick exterior of the school and a row of
boarded-up rental houses on the other
side of Select Street.
Other children stopped briefly to take
in the beat, only to be greeted by a group
of men led by CME Church Bishop Henry
Williamson.
“You are special,” Williamson told the
students individually and often had them
repeat, “I am great.”
“Dunbar could have been a memory,”
Williamson said later, referring to the
school system’s consideration earlier this

year of closing Dunbar.
Hopson reversed the decision citing
vocal support in Orange Mound and a
pledge by parents and neighborhood
groups to work toward raising student
achievement.
Over the summer, Dunbar had a summer learning academy – certified teachers
with a specific curriculum for students
attending. And there was additional funding to hire teacher assistants as well as
new teachers.
“I want to make sure we are utilizing
that support in the classroom for our students, not just academically but socially
as well,” said Dunbar principal Anniece
Gentry.
Dunbar also hosts classes for parents
and provides other updates to keep them
aware of what is happening, all to “help
them to help their child.”
An older boy who arrived by himself in
his uniform was taken aback by the sidewalk greetings. He tried to rush past the
adults to get inside the school and avoided
eye contact at all costs. Three times he
paused, reluctantly, pulling away from an
adult who had placed a hand on his arm.
Inside the school, a teacher approached the boy who, with his head
down, wiped away tears as they walked to
the back of the front entrance. The teacher
talked as the boy listened by a back door.
After a while, the boy wiped his eyes,
checked his uniform and walked alone
down a hall into a classroom.
Just behind him, a group of five girls,
all wearing plaid uniform skirts and white
blouses, smiled broadly as they took in the
adults welcoming them. Four of the five
were wearing purple ribbons in their hair
– one of the colors of Dunbar Elementary
– the fifth and smallest wearing a white
ribbon.
The back door of Dunbar is just a
few feet from the end zone of Melrose
Stadium, the end zone freshly painted
with the colors of the Golden Wildcats of
Melrose High School.
The tentative plan for Dunbar, if it had
been closed, was to demolish the school
and make the site a tailgating area for the
stadium.
Football and basketball games at
Melrose High School are a big community
event in Orange Mound. Hopson said the
reprieve for Dunbar is an attempt to draw
that kind of support for the elementary
school.
“I think the key thing to me is that
we want our communities to be supportive of our schools,” he said. “The
Orange Mound community is historic
and they came together so aggressively
not just with words but with actions. It
just seems as though all the ingredients
are here to do well.”
Inside the school it was pin-drop quiet
– signs every few feet in the hallways declared them “Zone Zero,” with an image of

Dimante Powell, a member of the Grizz Line, leads the drum line as they play for
students of Dunbar Elementary on the first day of school.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Parents, teachers and members of the Grizz Line greet students at Dunbar Elementary on the first day of school.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

former President Barack Obama holding
a finger to his lips.
Tamara McCraw was connecting immediately with a fifth-grade math class of
a dozen students.
“Let’s open up that beautiful notebook,” she began as Hopson walked in
to the room.
“We are going to do a little writing,”
she continued. “Writing is not just for
one class.”
McCraw noticed a student up front
who was just a bit slower in his enthusiasm.
Without pointing him out, she urged
the class to “shine,” which prompted
her and the students to wave their arms
in the direction of their classmates. The
student immediately straightened up as
his classmates waved their arms at him.
McCraw gave him credit for picking

up on the hint.
On his way out of the classroom, Hopson and SCS chief of staff Brian Stockton
gave McCraw and the students a “shine”
wave.
McCraw is new not only to Dunbar
but to Shelby County Schools and her
aggressive engagement with the students
is part of a technique called “Teach Like
a Champion.”
“They were on point and follow her
directions explicitly,” Gentry said.
“Most of them have been here since
they were in kindergarten,” Gentry said of
the fifth graders. “So they know the routines and the procedures. They know the
expectations. They know we have higher
expectations. So when that teacher comes
into the classroom, they can almost tell
her what to do. But they are just waiting
to see if she knows what to do.”
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G OV E R N M E N T

Jerry Collins Exiting Memphis Light, Gas and Water At
Year’s End After Leading the Public Utility for a Decade
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

One of the most scrutinized, criticized and well paid jobs in local government is going to be open at the end
of 2017.
Jerry Collins announced Friday,
Aug. 4, that he will retire as president
and CEO of Memphis Light, Gas and
Water Division effective Dec. 19 at
the end of a five-year appointed term
of office.
“Working for MLGW and the city of
Memphis has been a great experience,
however, after 30 years of public service,
it is now time for me to spend time with
my family,” Collins said in a written
statement. “I’d like to thank the 2,500-

aitken continued from P25

college experience.
“That gap is going to decrease as we
move forward. … We’re almost becoming
a post-secondary institution in some ways,”
Aitken said after the luncheon. “We’re having to offer more and more college credit
and opportunities for those kids. It’s the
right thing to do. But it does require planning and partnerships with higher education. It’s also mandated by ESSA. We’re
going to be graded on the opportunity that
we provide kids through AP, dual enrollment or industry certification, alignment
with our TCATs and Southwest and Moore
Tech – any of those two-year institutions.”
The high school not only will have a
STEM – science, technology, engineering
and math – emphasis. It already has an

notebook continued from P27

Piscotty’s playing time had
been cut and Mozeliak said he
just didn’t see the point in keeping him in St. Louis in a reserve
role when he could be playing
every day for Memphis.
“It’s a good opportunity for
him to hit the reset button,”
Mozeliak said.
BOWLING AND BASKETBALL
TO BENEFIT CAMERON PAYNE
FOUNDATION
The Chicago Bulls’ Cameron
Payne, a Lausanne Collegiate
School alumnus, is holding his
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plus employees who I have enjoyed
serving with to improve the quality of
life for residents through the efficient
and safe delivery of electricity, natural
gas and water the last 10 years.”
Collins doubled as both head of
MLGW and public works director for
about five months following the resignation of Joseph Lee at the utility in
2007. Then-Mayor Willie Herenton appointed Collins as interim CEO and was
Herenton’s nominee for the permanent
job shortly thereafter. Collins easily won
approval by the Memphis City Council
for a five-year term.
His background in public works and
training as a registered, professional
engineer prepared him well for the
detailed questions that come the way
of anyone who heads the city’s publicly

advanced manufacturing curriculum, and
also will have a logistics curriculum that is
still developing.
Aitken met with FedEx executives about
that last month, on the same day that news
broke of a cyberattack on the worldwide
information systems of its TNT Express
subsidiary.
Understandably, Aitken said those from
FedEx put a greater emphasis on the need
for cybersecurity as part of the logistics
curriculum. But he said the curriculum
would include IT skills and coding along
with cybersecurity.
There is also an emphasis across the
board on soft skills – basic workplace habits
and etiquette. And Aitken said the school
system is working on beefing up its fine arts
offerings just as neighboring Germantown
schools are.

owned utility.
In his decade at MLGW, Collins has
overseen the recovery from the third
most powerful storm to hit the city – the
so called Tom Lee Storm earlier this year
over Memorial Day weekend. He has
also overseen the utility grid’s conversion to Smart Meters and Smart Grid
technology that is still underway.
Collins also weighed in on the Tennessee Valley Authority’s decision to
drill water wells itself into the Memphis
aquifer to provide cooling water to the
new gas-fired power plant TVA is building in southwest Memphis. He said he
would have preferred that TVA buy the
cooling water from MLGW.
MLGW is TVA’s largest customer.
Collins’ successor will continue the
roll-out of Smart Meters and likely have

a more robust discussion of the city’s
water supply from the TVA controversy.
Also, there is still a pending lawsuit
between the city and the state of Mississippi over water rights.
The utility is unique in American
cities. It is the largest three-service
municipal utility with 421,000 customers/ratepayers. It has also been political
since its inception in 1939. Privately
owned utilities were opposed by political boss E.H. Crump even after MLGW
was established.
The three companies within the
consolidated MLGW had existed separately for about a century before its
formation.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland will
nominate a successor to Collins for approval by the city council.

opera continued from P15

the Santa Fe Opera and Washington National Opera, among other companies.
As the company’s new music director, that means Sakir is responsible
for “everything musical,” as he puts it.
Which means everything from conducting main stage productions to hiring the
piano tuner.
“I always knew I wanted to be a
conductor, and I was a pianist first and
foremost, so I trained in those areas,”
Sakir said. “And through that training i
discovered how much i enjoy working
with singers, how much I enjoy storytelling and theater. But over time, I guess
actually in the last two to three years, it’s
become a lot more than that.
“I think opera more than most of the

performing arts is about empathy and
getting ourselves to get out of our head
and into the world of another character.
And that’s done through the text, and
through the music especially. It’s good
at challenging us to experience perspectives that we would not otherwise
experience.”

Follow
us
on

Twitter

@memphisdaily

second annual “DWUKD Celebrity Weekend,” featuring a
celebrity bowling tournament
and silent auction, celebrity basketball camp and Cam Jam AAU
showcase.
The weekend festivities benefit The Cameron Payne Foundation, a nonprofit organization
established in 2015 that focuses
on inspiring young men and
women to achieve social and athletic success in all circumstances
of life. Payne’s DWUKD (Don’t
Wake Up Keep Dreaming) movement hopes to empower the next
generation to keep dreaming and
reach their goals.

“Memphis made me the man
I am today and will forever be my
home,” Payne said. “I’m blessed
to be able to play basketball at the
highest level so it’s important for
me to give back to my hometown
and share the DWUKD mindset
with the youth in my community.”
The celebrity bowling tournament and silent auction is Friday,
Aug. 11, and will hosted at Andy
B's Bartlett Entertainment, 6276
Stage Road. The event runs from
8 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Participants
can sign up to play as team with
one celebrity bowler. Additionally, general admission tickets are

available for the Cameron Payne
Foundation mixer 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Team sign up and mixer tickets
are available now at http://bit.
ly/2uGviD9.
Payne’s celebrity basketball
camp will tip off at Lausanne,
1381 W. Massey Road, on Saturday, Aug. 12, and go from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. and on Sunday from noon
to 2 p.m. The Bulls guard will be
joined by Chicago teammates
Isaiah Canaan, Bobby Portis and
Denzel Valentine alongside NBA
players Ian Clark of the Golden
State Warriors, Rodney Hood of
the Utah Jazz and Lou Williams
of the Los Angeles Clippers. Kids

ages 10-18 are invited to learn
shooting techniques, drills and
game strategy from some of the
NBA’s best. Camper tickets can
be purchased now via http://bit.
ly/2uDPpCb.
Following the camp on Sunday, Aug. 13, Payne will host the
Cam Jam AAU showcase, featuring four local teams competing and a backpack and school
supply giveaway to children in
attendance.
For more information on The
Cameron Payne Foundation and
“DWUKD Celebrity Weekend”
activities, visit cameronpaynedwukd.com.

at the south door, Fayette County Courthouse, 16755 Highway 64, Somerville,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Sheila R. Mullins, to Arnold
M. Weiss, Esq., Trustee, as trustee
for Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. on April 19,
2007 at Instrument No. 07003925;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,

having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Fayette County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.

Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Fayette County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:

The following described tract of land
situated in the 8th District of Fayette
County, Tennessee. to-wit:
BEGINNING at a cotton picker spindle
set in the centerline of McFadden Road
(50 feet wide) at the northerly prolongation of an easterly line of Parcel II
of lands conveyed to Gordon Fayette
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 31, 2017 at 1:00PM local time,
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Company, LLC by deed of record in
Book 494, Page 784 of the Register’s
Office of Fayette County, TN: thence
continuing along said centerline North
71 degrees 09 minutes 00 seconds
east a distance of 150.0 feet; thence
continuing along said centerline North
81 degrees 18 minutes 59 seconds
east a distance if 157.50 feet to a
cotton picker spindle set; thence continuing along said centerline North 80
degrees 43 minutes 41 seconds east
a distance of 228.52 feet to a cotton
picker spindle set at the principal place
of beginning of the premises herein
intended to be described; thence
continuing along said center line North
81 degrees 33 minutes 54 seconds
east a distance of 140.00 feet; thence
continuing along said centerline North
86 degrees 05 minutes 10 seconds
cast a distance of 55.0 feet; thence
continuing along said centerline South
83 degrees 53 minutes 47 seconds
east a distance of 55.0 feet to a cotton picker spindle set; thence South
12 degrees 59 minutes 26 seconds
west a distance of 211.29 feet to an
iron rebar with cap set; thence South
00 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds
west a distance of 859.51 feet to an
iron rebar with cap set; thence South
90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds
west a distance of 200.55 feet to an
iron rebar with cap set; thence North
00 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds
east a distance of 1046.96 feet to the
principal place of beginning, containing
5.00 acres of land, per survey of Earl
T. Beckwith (R.L.S. #2251)
Being the same property conveyed
to the grantor(s) herein by Inst.
#07003924 being simultaneously
recorded herewith.
Street Address: 1690 McFadden
Drive, Oakland, Tennessee 38060
Parcel Number: 100 00605 000
Current Owner(s) of Property: Sheila
R. Mullins
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
1690 McFadden Drive, Oakland, Tennessee 38060, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any
restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any
applicable homeowners’ association
dues or assessments; all claims or other
matters, whether of record or not, which
may encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any
judgment creditor or lien holder with an
interest subordinate to the said Deed of
Trust or any party claiming by, through, or
under any of the foregoing. Such parties
known to the Substitute Trustee may
include: Oakland Deposit Bank of The
Farmers Bank of Lynchburg TN.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Sheila R. Mullins,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are waived in accord with the terms of
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.

Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 14-058959
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13440
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 31, 2017 at 1:00PM local time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Mark L
Reavis and Patricia L Reavis, to John W
Byrd, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Bartlett Mortgage, Inc.
on February 15, 2008 at Instrument
No. 08001783; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the performance of the covenants, terms, and
conditions of said Deed of Trust and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Fayette County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 12, Phase III, Wilkinson Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Book 6, Page 61, in the Register’s
Office of Fayette County, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
This being the same property out of
what has been designated in the Tax
Assessor’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee as Parcel No. 11.13 on
Tax Map 106.
Street Address: 2795 Clay Pond Dr,
Oakland, Tennessee 38060
Parcel Number: 106 011.13
Current Owner(s) of Property: Mark L.
Reavis and Partricia L. Reavis
The street address of the
above described property is believed
to be 2795 Clay Pond Dr, Oakland,
Tennessee 38060, but such address
is not part of the legal description of
the property sold herein and in the
event of any discrepancy, the legal
description herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any
restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances including those created by a fixture filing or any
applicable homeowners’ association
dues or assessments; all claims or other
matters, whether of record or not, which
may encumber the purchaser’s title and
any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property
to be affected by the foreclosure: any

judgment creditor or lien holder with an
interest subordinate to the said Deed of
Trust or any party claiming by, through, or
under any of the foregoing. Such parties
known to the Substitute Trustee may
include: American Express Centurion
Bank c/o Zwicker & Associates PC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Mark L Reavis and
Patricia L Reavis, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are waived in accord with the terms of
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-112136
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13443
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 31, 2013,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded November
6, 2013, Document No. 13006722,
and modified on June 8, 2016, Document No. 16003359 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Fayette County,
Tennessee, executed by Nicki Michelle
Tracy, conveying certain property therein
described to John W Bryd as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Bartlett
Mortgage Inc, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank, NA, will,
on August 31, 2017 on or about 1:00
PM, at the Fayette County Courthouse,
Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor

trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived in
the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Fayette County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 55, Phase 11, Oakland’s Reserve
Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in Plat Book 7, Page 163, in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 235 Winding Creek
Dr, Oakland, TN 38060
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above- referenced property:
NICKI MICHELLE TRACY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
323398
DATED August 2, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13449

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 31, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Don J. Raimondi,
to Robert M. Wilson, Jr., Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Bank of America, N.A. on August
25, 2009 at Book T1869, Page 948,
Instrument No. 09014096; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF
REAL ESTATE LYING AND BEING IN
THE FIRST CIVIL DISTRICT, OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AND
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTH
MARGIN OF STONE ROAD, SAID
POINT BEING SOUTH 46 DEGREES
30 MINUTES WEST 200 FEET FROM
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE
WILSON TRACT, SAID POINT ALSO
BEING THE NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THE ROBERT A. CALDWELL TO
MARVIN M. MCKNIGHT AND JOE
NIP MCKNIGHT TRACT OF RECORD
IN DEED BOOK 417 AT PAGE 402 IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE Of MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, OF WHICH THE
HEREIN DESCRIBED TRACT IS A PART;
RUNS THENCE SOUTH 19 DEGREES
54 MINUTES EAST 1,940 FEET TO A
STAKE IN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER
OF SAID CALDWELL TO ‘MCKNIGHT
TRACT’; RUNS THENCE WEST WITH
THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID CALDWELL
TO MCKNIGHT TRACT 198 FEET TO
A STAKE; RUNS THENCE NORTH 19
DEGREES 54 MINUTES WEST 1,795
FEET TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH MAR-

GIN OF STONE ROAD; RUNS THENCE
NORTH 46 DEGREES 30 MINUTES
EAST WITH THE SOUTH MARGIN
OF, STONE ROAD 200 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING
7.85 ACRES, ACCORDING TO THE
SURVEY OF THOMAS L. DEAN AND
ASSOCIATION IN APRIL, 1982.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED FROM GERALD I. FORREST
AND BILLIE S. FORREST TO DON
J. RAIMONDI BY DEED RECORDED
08/29/2008 IN BOOK 695, PAGE
675 IN THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF
MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
Street Address: 64 Stone Rd, Pinson,
Tennessee 38366
Parcel Number: 144 002.08
Current Owner(s) of Property: Don
J. Raimondi
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 64
Stone Rd, Pinson, Tennessee 38366,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy, the
legal description herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Don J. Raimondi,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
Continued on Page 34
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used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-105168
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13431
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 24, 2007,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded January
30, 2007, in Book No. T1787, at Page
1736, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Valerie L Ragland and Donald
Ragland, conveying certain property
therein described to Trace Robbins
as Trustee for Beneficial Tennessee
Inc.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF9
Master Participation Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust,
N.A., as Trustee for LSF9 Master Participation Trust, will, on August 17,
2017 on or about 11:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale,
or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF
REAL ESTATE LYING AND BEING
IN THE FOURTH CIVIL DISTRICT,
OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE,
AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING
AT A POINT IN THE EAST MARGIN
OF AUSTIN COVE, WHICH POINT IS
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT
14 AND THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE HEREIN DESCRIBED
TRACT; THENCE, FROM THE POINT
OF BEGINNING AND WITH THE EAST
MARGIN OF AUSTIN COVE, NORTH
03 DEGREES 38 MINUTES 14 SECONDS EAST 145.00 FEET TO THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 12;
THENCE, WITH THE SOUTH LINE
OF LOT 12, SOUTH 86 DEGREES
21 MINUTES 46 SECONDS EAST
352.48 FEET TO THE WEST LINE
OF STEVEN HAYS; THENCE, WITH
THE WEST LINE OF HAYS, SOUTH
03 DEGREES 38 MINUTES 14 SECONDS WEST 145.00 FEET TO THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 14;
THENCE, WITH THE NORTH LINE
OF LOT 14, NORTH 86 DEGREES
21 MINUTES 46 SECONDS WEST
352.48 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING. BEING LOT 13, DOWDY
ESTATES SUBDIVISION, IN PLAT
BOOK 6, PAGE 172, IN THE REGISTERS OFFICE OF MADISON COUNTY,
TENNESSEE, AS SURVEYED BY
REASONS ENGINEERING & ASSOCIATES, INC., R.L.S, #508. SUBJECT
TO: RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS OF
RECORD IN TRUST DEED BOOK
1048, PAGE 619 AND AMENDED IN
TRUST DEED BOOK 1072, PAGE
486, IN THE REGISTERS OFFICE
OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE;
AND SETBACKS, RESTRICTIONS
AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD IN
PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE 172 IN THE
SAID REGISTERS OFFICE; AND, (4)
A POSSIBLE TV A POWER LINE
EASEMENT AS RECORDED IN DEED
BOOK 386, PAGE 272, IN THE SAID
REGISTERS OFFICE.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 42 Austin Cove,
Jackson, TN 38305

This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
VALERIE L RAGLAND
DONALD RAGLAND
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323183
DATED July 21, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13437
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 30, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Patricia R. Obi
and Emanuel Obi, to Holmes, Rich, &
Sigler, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as
nominee for American Brokers Conduit
on February 23, 2007 at Instrument
No. 07003698; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
U.S. Bank Trust National Association,
as trustee of Bungalow Series F Trust,
its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot No. Four Hundred Twelve
(412), Section IV, Chapel Creek Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 6, at Page 226,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, Reference to
which plat is made for a more particular description of said lot.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to Emmanuel Obi and wife, Patricia
Renee Obi on 10/16/1996 of record
in Deed Book D567, page 791 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 175 Chapel Creek Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 044E H 038.00
000
Current Owner(s) of Property: Emmanuel Obi and Patricia Obi
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
175 Chapel Creek Dr, Jackson, Tennessee 38305, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,

through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Patricia R. Obi and
Emanuel Obi, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 10-011221
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13442
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated November 20, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded November
27, 2006, in Book No. T1780, at Page
1805, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Lakeesha Currie and Kirby
Holloway, conveying certain property
therein described to Trace Robbins
as Trustee for Beneficial Tennessee
Inc.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF9
Master Participation Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust,
N.A., as Trustee for LSF9 Master Participation Trust, will, on August 24,
2017 on or about 11:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale,
or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived

in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot No. 91 of Hickory Hills
Subdivision, Section VII, A Plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
4, Page 203, in that Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 30 Millsap Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
LAKEESHA CURRIE KIRBY HOLLOWAY
PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
CAVALRY SPY I, LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 312882
DATED August 1, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13447
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on August
31, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the North Entrance of the Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee 38301,
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed by
Danny W. Cole, to Robert M. Wilson, Jr.,
as Trustee for Countrywide Bank, FSB,
dated May 15, 2008, of record in Book
T1833, Page 1069, in the Register’s
Office for Madison County, Tennessee
(“Deed of Trust”), conducted by Padgett
Law Group, having been appointed
Substitute Trustee, all of record in
the Madison County Register’s Office.
Default in the performance of the covenants, terms, and conditions of said
Deed of Trust has been made; and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt:
Ditech Financial LLC
Other interested parties: CACH, LLC;
Chejuan Brown
The hereinafter described real property
located in Madison County will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: The following described lot and parcel of real estate
situated, lying and being in the Fifth
Ward of Madison County, Tennessee
and more particularly bounded and
described as follows, to wit: BEGINNING at a point in the South margin
of McDaniel Drive, said point being the
Northwest corner of Lot No. 1, of the
Crestmont Development Subdivision, a
plat of which appears of record in Plat
Book 3, Page 171, in the Register`s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
runs thence with the West line of Lot
No. 1 South a distance of 141.5 feet to
a point in the North margin of Tinker’s
Dam, Inc. property said point also being the Southwest corner of Lot No. 1;
runs thence with the North margin of
Tinker`s Dam, Inc. property South 89
degrees 50 minutes West a distance
of 90 feet to a point, said point being
the Southeast corner of Lot No. 5 of
said Crestmont Development Subdivision; runs thence with the East line of
Lot No. 5 North a distance of 141.75
feet to a point in the South margin of
McDaniel Drive, said point also being
the Northeast corner of Lot No. 5;
runs thence with the South margin
of McDaniel Drive East a distance of
90 feet to the point of beginning, the
same being Lot No. 3 of the Crestmont
Development Subdivision, platted as
aforesaid.
Street Address: The street address
of the property is believed to be 14
McDaniel Drive, Jackson, TN 38305

but such address is not part of the
legal description of the property. In
the event of any discrepancy, the legal
description herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 055M D 02600
000
Current owner(s) of Property: Chejuan
Brown
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOYMENT OR
THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group,
Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#17-004714
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13450
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
payment of the debts and obligations
secured to be paid by a certain Deed
of Trust executed September 30, 1988
by Ronald A. Knox to R. Conner McAllister, as Trustee, as same appears of
record in the office of the Register of
Madison County, Tennessee, in Book
777, Page 583, and the undersigned
having been appointed Substitute
Trustee by instrument recorded in the
said Register’s Office, and the owner of
the debt secured, MidFirst Bank, having
requested the undersigned to advertise
and sell the property described in and
conveyed by said Deed of Trust, all of
said indebtedness having matured by
default in the payment of a part thereof,
at the option of the owner, this is to
give notice that the undersigned will, on
Thursday, October 12, 2017 commencing at 10:00 AM, at the North Entrance
of the Madison County Courthouse, 100
East Main Street, Jackson, TN 38301,
Madison County, Tennessee proceed
to sell at public outcry to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the following
described property, to-wit:
Situated in County of Madison, State
of Tennessee.
BEGINNING: at an iron pin in the West
margin of Ridgemont Drive, said pin
being located 30 feet from the cen-
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terline of said Drive at the Southeast
corner of Lot No. 176, Section IV of
Woodland Hills Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
2, page 93, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee; runs
thence North 86 degrees 15 minutes
West with the south margin of Lot No.
176 a distance of 175 feet to an iron
at the Southwest corner of said Lot No.
176; runs thence South 03 degrees 45
minutes West a distance of 100 feet
to an iron pin at the Northwest corner
of Lot NO. 178; runs thence South 86
degrees 15 minutes East with the north
line of Lot No. 178 a distance of 175
feet to an iron pin in the west margin
of Ridgemont Drive; runs thence North
03 degrees 45 minutes East with the
West margin of Ridgemont Drive a
distance of 100 feet to the point of
beginning. Being Lot No. 177, Section IV, Woodland Hills Subdivision,
platted as aforesaid and as surveyed
by THOMAS L. DEAN ASSOCIATES on
September 28, 1988.
Tax Parcel ID: 56N-A-2.00
Property Address: 265 Ridgemont
Drive, Jackson, TN.
Other Interested Parties: Carolyn
Knox, 265 Ridgemont Drive, Jackson,
Tn 38305
All right and equity of redemption,
homestead and dower waived in said
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed
to be good, but the undersigned will
sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
ARNOLD M. WEISS, Substitute
Trustee
Weiss & Cummins, PLLC
208 Adams Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38l03
90l-526-8296
File # 1882-128887-FC
Aug. 11, 18, 25, 2017 Fmn13454

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 23, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Timothy D Stuckey,
to Arnold M. Weiss, Esq., Trustee, as
trustee for Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. on
October 8, 2009 at Record Book 1455,
Page 609, Instrument No. 132459;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 9, Section A, Green Pastures
Subdivision, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Cabinet F, Slide 5, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Street Address: 3133 Meade Lake
Road, Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 144D A 016.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Timothy
D. Stuckey
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
3133 Meade Lake Road, Atoka, Tennessee 38004, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of

any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Cach, LLC c/o
David L. Mendelson, Attorney.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Timothy D Stuckey,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 15-063057
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13432
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 15, 2013,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
1, 2013, in Book No. 1598, at Page
839, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by Farris O’Neal Massengill, III, conveying certain property
therein described to Charles M. Ennis
as Trustee for ; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by

virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
NA, will, on September 28, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lying and being in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and thus described:
Lot 13 of Thompson Subdivision,
Section A, Plat Cabinet B, Slide
126, of the Tipton County Registers
Office, to which plat reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 35 Thompson
Road, Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
FARRIS O’NEAL MASSENGILL, III
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 317967
DATED July 25, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13438
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated December 29, 2006, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded January 8, 2007,
in Book No. 1318, at Page 794, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by
Valerie Stout and Paul Stout, conveying certain property therein described
to Robert M. Wilson, Jr. as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for America’s
Wholesale Lender, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB,
d/b/a Christiana Trust, not individually but as trustee for Carlsbad Funding
Mortgage Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wilmington
Savings Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a
Christiana Trust, not individually but as
trustee for Carlsbad Funding Mortgage
Trust, will, on August 30, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 7, STOUT SUBDIVISION, as
shown by plat of record in Plat Cabinet H. Slide 216, Register’s Office for
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which

plat reference is hereby made for a
more complete legal description.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 118 Stout Cove,
Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
VALERIE STOUT
PAUL STOUT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 315677
DATED July 28, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13441
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 25, 2008,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded July 14,
2008, in Book No. 1403, at Page 314,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by
Thelma L Hamilton and Russell Hamilton, conveying certain property therein
described to Lincoln Hodges as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for First
Tennessee Home Loans, a Division of
First Tennessee Bank N.A., its successor and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan
Chase Bank, National Association,
will, on September 28, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Description of Lot 13 and 14 of Twin
Lake Subdivision, Section B, as recorded at Plat Cabinet A Slide 195
and 196, said property situated in
Tipton County, Tennessee and being
located on the East side of Lake
Shore Drive and the South side of
Twin Lake Circle. Beginning at a
found iron post (broken off) being
on the East Right of Way of Lake
Shore Drive (60 foot total Right of
Way) being the Westernmost Southwest corner of Lot 13 of Twin Lake
Subdivision, Section B, as recorded
at Plat Cabinet A Slide 195 and 196,
also being the Northwest corner of
Lot 12 of said subdivision; thence in
a Northeastwardly direction, along
the East Right of Way line of Lake
Shore Drive and the West line of Lot
13, along a curve to the left having
a radius of 199.42, a delta of 48
degrees 54 minutes 21 seconds,
an arc length of 170.22 feet, a
tangent distance of 90.68 feet, a
chord bearing North 25 degrees 40
minutes 53 seconds East, a chord
distance of 165.10 feet to a point
of reverse curvature; thence In a
Northeastwardly direction, along an

entrance curve for Twin Lake Circle,
along a curve to the right having a
radius of 50.00 feet, a delta of 79
degrees 50 minutes 10 seconds, an
arc length of 69.67 feet, a tangent
distance of 41.83 feet, a chord
bearing of North 41 degrees 08
minutes 47 seconds East, a chord
distance of 64.17 feet to a point of
tangency; thence in Northeastwardly
direction, along the South Right of
Way line of Twin Lake Circle (having 60 foot total Right of Way), also
being the North line of Lot 13 and
Lot 14 of said subdivision, North 81
degrees 03 minutes 52 seconds East,
a called distance of 260.28 feet, but
a measured distance of 260.47 feet
to a found iron post on said Right of
Way line being the Northeast corner
of Lot 14 and Northwest corner of
Lot 15 of said subdivision; thence in
a Southeastwardly direction, along
the East line of Lot 14 and the West
line of Lot 15, South 08 degrees
55 minutes 00 seconds East, a
called distance of 533.01 feet,
but a measured distance of 532.08
feet to the Southeast corner of Lot
14 and the Southwest corner of Lot
15, also being the North line of Twin
Lake Subdivision, Section A; thence
in a Southwestwardly direction,
along the South line of Lot 14, South
82 degrees 15 minutes 48 seconds
West, passing a found iron post at
17.04 feet, but in all a distance of
130.05 feet to a found iron post being
the Southwest corner of Lot 14 and
the Southeast corner of Lot 13, also
being an angle point in the North line
of Twin Lake Subdivision, Section A;
thence In a Northwestwardly direction, along the South line of Lot 13,
also being the North line of Twin
Lake Subdivision, Section A, North
69 degrees 35 minutes 59 seconds
West, a distance of 200.00 feet to
a found Iron post being the Southwesternmost Southwest corner of
Lot 13 and the Southeast corner of
Lot 12; thence in a Northwestwardly
direction, along a West line of Lot
13 and a East line of Lot 12, North
08 degrees 56 minutes 09 seconds
West, a distance of 198.73 feet to
an interior corner of Lot 13, also
being the Northeast corner of Lot
12; thence in a Northwestwardly
direction, along a South line of Lot
13 and a North line of Lot 12, North
69 degrees 35 minutes 57 seconds
West, a distance of 113.48 feet to
the Point of Beginning and containing 3.68 acres, more or less.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 108 Lake Shore
Drive, Munford, TN 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
THELMA L HAMILTON
RUSSELL HAMILTON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 214832
DATED July 31, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 2017
Fmn13444
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated June 17, 2011, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded June 22, 2011,
in Book No. 1517, at Page 234, and
modified on August 7, 2013, In Book
No. 1599, At Page 417 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Pamela R
Continued on Page 36
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 35
Rodgers, conveying certain property
therein described to Henry H. Hyman
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for IBERIABANK Mortgage Company,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
August 31, 2017 on or about 10:00
AM, at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived in
the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at a found spindle in the
centerline of Elm Grove Road, being
the Northeast corner of The Koons
Family Trust, Record Book 946, Page
194 and Record Book 946, Page
196, and being in the West line of
Welton C. Waits, Record Book 1053,
Page 636; thence leaving said road
along the East line of The Koons
Family Trust and the West line of
Waits, S 01 deg. 27’ 52” E, 725.92
feet to a found 1 1/4 inch rod with
witness T Post at the Southeast
corner of The Koons Family Trust and
the Southwest corner of Waits and
being in a North line of John Spencer
Roberts, Record Book 1089, Page
97; thence with the South line of
The Koons Family Trust and a North
line of Roberts, S 86 deg. 46’ 08”
W, 1246.66 feet to a set 5/8 rebar
with washer at the Southwest corner
of this 18.84 acre partition; thence
with the West line of said partition
with the following three (3) courses:
N 23 deg. 33’ 00” E, 266.45 feet
to a set 1/2 inch rebar with cap;
N 41 deg. 36’ 21” W, 342.03 feet
to a set 1/2 inch rebar with cap;
N 16 deg. 12’ 47” E, 185.20 feet
to a set 1/2 inch with cap at the
Northwest corner of said partition;
thence with a North line of said
partition with the following four (4)
courses: N 62 deg. 56’ 08” E, 97.57
feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar with cap;
S 64 deg. 16’ 51’ E, 212.42 feet to
a set 1/2 rebar with cap; S 56 deg.
36’ 40” E, 289.35 feet to a set 1/2
inch rebar with cap; N 50 deg, 13’
48” E,.252.72 feet to a set 5/8 inch
rebar with washer at the North side
of power pole; thence with a West
line.of said partition, N 02 deg. 40’
09” E, 150.04 feet to a set 1/2 inch
rebar with cap at a exterior corner
of said partition and being in the
South line Wayne Koons, Record
Book 1446, Page 675; thence
with a North line of The Koons
Family Trust and the South line of
Wayne Koons, N 85 deg, 23’ 31” E,
445.04 feet to a found 1 1/4 inch
rod with witness T Post at a interior
corner of The Koons Family Trust
and a.Southeast corner of Wayne
Koons; thence with the West line of
The Koons Family Trust and a East
line of Wayne Koons, N 23 deg.
42’ 42” E, 28.50 feet to a found
spindle in the centerline of Elm
Grove Road, being a exterior corner
of The Koons Family Trust and the
Easternmost corner of Wayne.Koons;
thence with the centerline of Elm
Grove Road, 8 67 deg, 54’ 54” E,
128.33 feet and returning to the
point of beginning and containing
18.84 acres, more or less. There
is to be excepted from this 18.84
acres that portion occupied by the
right of way of Elm Grove Road (50
foot total R.0.W.)
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1439 Elm Grove

Road, Burlison, TN 38015
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
PAMELA R RODGERS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323391
DATED July 31, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2017 Fmn13446
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated December 8, 2006,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded February
7, 2007, in Book No. 1323, at Page
706, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Danny E Foster and Mattie
Sue Foster, conveying certain property
therein described to Brandon G. Polito
as Trustee for Wells Fargo Financial Tennessee 1, LLC; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo USA Holdings, Inc..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo USA
Holdings, Inc., will, on September 6,
2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Tipton County Courthouse, Covington,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin the northeast corner of parcel described,
said pin being the northwest corner
of Ralph Robbins, said beginning
corner being in the east line of the
right-of-way of U.S. Highway #51
north bound lane, which is 30 feet
from the center of said highway:
thence with west line of Ralph
Robbins south 44 deg. east 745 to
an iron stake the southeast corner of
parcel described said line passing
through the barn near the center,
with an iron stake against the barn
said corner stake being a reentrant
corner of Ralph Robbins, the same
being 6 feet from the property line
of the I.C.R.R. Co., thence 6 feet
from and parallel with said railroad
property line, south 50 deg. west
150 feet to a steel fence post, the
southeast corner of the Morris D.
Moore lot former a part of the Billy
C. West 5.82 acre tract of which
this survey is a part; thence with
the east line of the Moore lot, north
44 deg. west 724.3 to an Iron stoke
Morris Moore’s northeast corner,
said line passing an iron stake at
approximately 523 feet, said corner being the northwest corner of
parcel described and 30 feet from
the center of the north bound lane
of U.S. Highway North 51; thence
with the right-of-way of said highway
North 42-1/4 east 150 feet to the
beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 15244 Highway
51 South, Atoka, TN 38004

This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DANNY E FOSTER
MATTIE SUE FOSTER
LEE OTIS FOSTER
ESTATE OF LEE OTIS FOSTER
HEIRS OF LEE OTIS FOSTER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323505
DATED August 4, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 11, 18, 25, 2017 Fmn13451
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 9, 2002, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded May 10, 2002, in
Book No. 1001, at Page 835, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by John
S. Glass and Melissa Glass, conveying
certain property therein described to
Title Enterprises as Trustee for First
Franklin Financial Corporation; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by U.S. Bank
N.A., in its capacity as Trustee for
the holders of Morgan Stanley Dean
Witter Capital I Inc. Trust 2002-HE1
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2002-HE1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank N.A.,
in its capacity as Trustee for the holders
of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter Capital
I Inc. Trust 2002-HE1 Mortgage PassThrough Certificates, Series 2002-HE1,
will, on September 6, 2017 on or
about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at the northwest corner of
the lot conveyed by Edward F. Glass
and wife, Kathryn M. Glass, to Harvey
Ray Overbey, Sr., and wife, Brenda
Glass Overbey, by deed of record in
Record Book 624, page 173, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee; thence westwardly 431
feet with the north line of a lot
conveyed by Edward F. Glass and
wife, Kathryn M. Glass, to Harvey
Ray Overbey, Sr., and wife, Brenda
Glass Overbey, by deed of record
in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, in Record
Book 620, Page 173, to an east
line in of Helen T. Maples; thence
northwesterly with the east line of
Helen T. Maples 300’ to a point;
thence in a straight line eastwardly
560 feet to a point; thence south
35 degrees 39 minutes west 138
feet to the point of beginning. This
conveyance is made subject to a 14foot easement for ingress and egress
beginning at the northwest corner
of the lot conveyed by Edward F.
Glass and wife, Kathryn M. Glass to

Harvey Ray Overbey, Sr., and wife,
Brenda Glass Overbey, by deed of
record in Record Book 624, 624,
Page 173, in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee; thence
eastwardly 316.70 feet along the
north line of said lot to Wilkinsville
Road; thence northwardly with west
right-of way line of said road 14 feet
to a point; thence westwardly in a
straight line and parallel with said
north line of said lot to a point in the
east line of the lot being conveyed by
Glass to Glass in this deed; thence
with said east line of said lot south
35 degrees 39 minutes west 14 feet
to the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 523 Wilkinsville
Road, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JOHN S. GLASS
MELISSA GLASS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 59560
DATED August 8, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 11, 18, 25, 2017 Fmn13452
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated November 7, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded February
21, 2013, in Book No. 1580, at Page
375, and modified on May 25, 2016,
In Book No. 1687, At Page 142 in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by William L. Smith, conveying certain
property therein described to Larry
A. Weissman, Atty. as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Reliance
First Capital LLC, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., will, on October 12, 2017 on or
about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
LOT 49, WOODLAWN SUBDIVISION,
SECTION D, AS SHOWN ON PLAT
OF RECORD IN PLAT CABINET C,
SLIDE 74, OF THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF TIPTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE, TO WHICH PLAT REFERENCE
IS HEREBY MADE FOR A MORE
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SAID
PROPERTY.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 730 Melanie Lane,
Munford, TN 38058-4273
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory

rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
WILLIAM L. SMITH
CITIBANK VELOCITY INVESTMENTS
LLC
MBNA AMERICA BANK, N.A.
SUNTRUST BANK
GRANITESTATE INSURANCE
UNIFUND CCR ASSIGNEE OF CITIBANK
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 304147
DATED August 9, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Aug. 11, 18, 25, 2017 Fmn13453

Court Notices
Fayette County
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
In the Chancery Court of Fayette
County, Tennessee.
No. P1494
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JIM
THOMAS JONES, DECEASED
MAMIE JONES, Plaintiff
vs.
Shirley A. Jones
Brenda K. Williams
Juanita Jones Randall
Dyenthia J. Holmes (Hill)
Betty M. Burchette
Jacqueline Harris
Sonya Harris
Carl E. Jones
Calvin Harris
Sam Jones
Alfred T. Jones
Victor Harris
Keith Harris
Marlon Fleming
Nicholas Randall
Willie Randall
Marcus Randall
It appearing to the Court based
on the COMPLAINT FOR PARTITION
as filed by the Plaintiff, Mamie Jones,
that notice should be given to all the
unknown heirs of the Decedent.
IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED
ADUDGED AND DECREED that notice
shall be published in the Daily News
newspaper in Memphis, Tennessee
advising that Mamie Jones, surviving
spouse of Jim Thomas Jones, has filed
a COMPLAINT FOR PARTITION. Notice
shall be given in the Daily News to
Shirley A. Jones, Brenda K. Williams,
Juanita Jones Randall, Dyenthia J.
Holmes (Hill), Betty M. Burchette,
Jacqueline Harris, Sonya Harris, Carl
E. Jones, Calvin Harris, Sam Jones,
Alfred T. Jones, Victor Harris, Keith Harris, Marlon Fleming, Nicholas Randall,
Willie Randall, and Marcus Randall (collectively referred to as “Defendants”),
and all persons claiming to be an heir
or next of kin of the Defendants in
that they will be required to set forth
the nature of their kinship, and file an
answer to said petition within thirty
days of the date of this first publication
of this order.
IT IS FURTHER, ORDERED that a
copy of this order be published for four
consecutive weeks in The Jackson Sun
or other Fayette County Foundation.
This 29th day of June, 2017.
Martha B. Brasfield
Judge
Dated: June 29, 2017
Vip D. Lewis, Clerk, Deputy Clerk
Chasity Sharp Grice
Peppel, Gomes & MacIntosh, P.C.
474 Perkins Extended
Suite 205
Memphis, TN 38117
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017
Cmd13430

Week of 8/14/17 - 8/20/17

www.thememphisnews.com

the weekly crossword

events

August 11-17, 2017 37

Edited by Margie E. Burke

The Weekly Crossword
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer will host its kickoff breakfast
Thursday, Aug. 17, at 7:15 a.m. at Memphis Botanic Garden, 750 Cherry
Road. Find outhow to join the walk and what impact the organization
is making, and receive tips for raising funds and awareness. Learn
more about the walk at makingstrideswalk.org/memphistn; RSVP for
the breakfast to memphistnstrides@cancer.org or 901-278-2091 by
Monday, Aug. 14.

The Live at the Garden summer concert
series will host St. Paul & The Broken
Bones with Drew Holcomb & The Neighbors on Friday, Aug. 11, at 8:30 p.m. (gates
at 6:30 p.m.) at Memphis Botanic Garden,
750 Cherry Road. Tickets start at $40 and
can be purchased at ticketmaster.com.
Visit liveatthegarden.com or call 901-6364107 for details and a series schedule.
Memphis Area Legal Services, the Memphis Bar Association and the Access to
Justice Committee will host a free legal
advice and counsel clinic Saturday, Aug.
12, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Benjamin
L. Hooks Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave.
Volunteer attorneys provide free legal assistance on a first-come, first-served basis
the second Saturday of each month. Visit
malsi.org.
The Orpheum Theatre Summer Movie
Series continues with a screening of
“Coming to America” Saturday, Aug. 12,
at 7 p.m. at The Orpheum, 203 S. Main St.
Pre-show fun includes a lobby trivia contest, drink special, photo booth with moviethemed props, and a special performance
by the Mighty Wurlitzer organ. Tickets are
$8 for adults and $6 for children 12 and
younger. Visit orpheum-memphis.com.
Church Health Behavioral Health will present a free Mental Health First Aid USA
training session Thursday, Aug. 17, from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. at 1350 Concourse Ave. Attendees will learn a five-step action plan to
offer initial help to people demonstrating
symptoms of a mental illness or a crisis,
along with how to connect them with the
appropriate professional, peer, social or
self-help care. Registration is required. Visit
churchhealth.org.
The Collierville Chamber of Commerce’s
Women’s Leadership Network will hold
its monthly luncheon Thursday, Aug. 17,
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Memphis
National Golf Club, 10135 National Club
Drive. The guest speaker is Sandy Barrios,
who opened Bazaar, A Crazy Little Food
Shop, in 2013. Tickets are $18 for chamber members and $25 for guests. Visit
colliervillechamber.com/events for details.

ELVIS WEEK HIGHLIGHTS
Elvis Week 2017 runs Friday, Aug. 11,
through Saturday, Aug. 19, and will
feature more than 40 events taking
place at Graceland and other Memphis locations. Here are a few of the
highlights:
Friday, Aug. 11: Elvis Fan Reunion,
2 p.m., Graceland Soundstage A (at
Elvis Presley’s Memphis)
Saturday, Aug. 12: Elvis Presley
5K Run Benefiting Livitup, 8 a.m.,
gates of Graceland; The Auction at
Graceland, auction of more than 300
Graceland-authenticated artifacts
from private collectors, 12:30 p.m.,
Guest House at Graceland; The
Gospel Music of Elvis Presley Celebration Concert, 8 p.m., Graceland
Soundstage A
Sunday, Aug. 13: George Klein’s
Elvis Mafia Reunion, 5 p.m., Alfred’s
(197 Beale St.); A Salute to Sun
Records hosted by John Paul Keith,
8 p.m., Graceland Soundstage A
Monday, Aug. 14: A Band of Legends Remembers Elvis, 8 p.m.,
Graceland Soundstage A
Tuesday, Aug. 15: Candlelight Vigil,
quiet procession that usually lasts
into the early morning hours as fans
walk to Elvis’ gravesite and back in
quiet remembrance, 8:30 p.m., gates
of Graceland
Wednesday, Aug. 16: ELVIS: Live in
Concert, a 40th anniversary celebration concert with full symphony
orchestra, 8 p.m., FedExForum
Friday, Aug. 18: Inside the Archives,
look inside the Graceland Archives
to learn how artifacts are protected
and see some of the unique and
prized items it holds, 3 p.m., The
Guest House at Graceland; Hollywood Night at The Guest House at
Graceland, 8 p.m.
For a complete list of events and ticket
information, visit elvisweekmemphis.
com.

ACROSS
1 Photoshop
function
5 "Hamlet" has
five
9 Speck in the
ocean
14 Tennis score
15 Sneaker, e.g.
16 Letter before
iota
17 Inundate
19 Exercise unit
20 Skin layer
21 Came down
23 Classic art
subject
24 Pupils take part
in it
26 Second hand
28 Soldier's leg
wrap
30 Photographer's
request
32 Cable network
33 Social
know-how
38 Greek salad
ingredient
40 Intimidate
41 Cut out
42 Nonconformist
45 Hang back
46 Golf outing
47 Trick-taking
card game
49 Like a girl in a
Billy Joel tune
52 Provide, as with
a quality
53 City light
54 Ski lift
57 Theatrical play
60 Lock site
62 Daffodil's kin
64 Bicker
65 Mediocre
66 Engrave with
acid
67 Batter's position
68 Misrepresent
69 Curds and ___

1

2

driven intervention, according to Regional
One. That dropped, however, to 37 visits
post-intervention. And the total hospital
bill fell to a little more than $500,000 from
a monthly average of $1.2 million.
Closer to home, there were 1,023 selfpay, TennCare and unmanaged Medicare
patients who visited Regional One Health’s
emergency room in fiscal year 2015. Those
patients were responsible for $81 million
in charges.
With Camden Coalition’s help, Regional One’s early estimates suggest it can

5

7

8

9

15

17

22

25
30
33

38

39

42

34
40

37

58

59

45

44
47

48

52

53

54
61

55

56

57

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

Copyright 2017 by The Puzzle Syndicate

DOWN
35 Reason for a
50 Steinbeck gem
1 Clumsy one
trip to the doctor 51 Neighbor of Fiji
2 Amble
36 Bring up
52 Obliterate
3 Lay on thick
37 Lip
55 Low in pitch
4 Sanction
39 Hot air balloon
56 Every which
5 ___ Wednesday
pilot
way
6 Con
43 Haul
58 Cheese nibblers
7 Kind of call
44 Reddish
59 Gray
8 18-wheeler
48 Sandpiper
61 Brand of jeans
9 "___ show
relative
63 Column's
time!"
49 Open, as
counterpart
10 Woodland plant
toothpaste
11 Slacken
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
12 Piano piece
A M I S S
B L U E
T H I S
13 Slender candle
B A T I K
R A N G
R E N T
18 W-2 information
E D E M A
A S S O C I A T E
22 Missing hotel
D E M I T A S S E
A L L O W
floor?
L E S S
A F R O
25 Recruit, in a
M E S A
S H A L L
G L O B
way
O V E R L E A P
A N Y O N E
R A P
E S T H E T E
T I E
27 "The Lord of the
O D I O U S
I M I T A T O R
Rings" figure
O R D E R
C O N Y
N E A R
28 Type of pastry
B A R E
R O D E
29 ___-friendly
B A S I S
M A G N E T I S M
30 In good shape
C O C O A
L O A T H S O M E
31 Luxurious fur
E V E N
A N E N T
A N T E
of 8/14/17 - B8/20/17
T E N T
L E D G E
E E R
34Week
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Sudoku

9
save more than $1 million by targeting
those so-called high utilizers.
The key, of course, is how.
Regional One says Camden Coalition
starts fresh when it comes in to a city like
Memphis, to figure out what model is best
for a particular area. The Memphis hospital
says the next steps include data analysis
and reaching a deeper understanding of its
patient population and of the community.
“One of our core principles is, we’re
not here to sell a model,” said Camden
Coalition senior director of education and
curriculum Lauran Hardin. “We’re here to
share resources that will help.”

4

14

5
regional one continued from P14

3

by Margie E. Burke

1

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:

1
2 9
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Back-to-School Stability
Includes Unresolved Issues

A

nother school year is underway in Memphis, and
it’s arguably the most stable for the Shelby County
Schools system in the last
seven years – maybe longer. Yet, there is
much about education in our community that remains unresolved.
We say education is important to
the future of our city until it becomes a
meaningless mantra. Listen to any discussion about education among adults
and you’ll begin to see a scoreboard on
which past wrongs and past imbalances
are tallied. Further back in the stands
are those who look at that scoreboard
as the guide to risks neither they nor
future generations will ever take again
– places they won’t go when it comes
to education.
For the space of 480 or so words,
let’s strip away the events of the last
seven years and get to the source of our
distrust of each other: the cynicism, the
competitiveness that colors even the
most basic undertaking in Memphis
K-12 education – public, private and in
between.
Our schools and what happens in
them aren’t just the possession of a community, or of a majority or minority by
any definition you choose.
Toward the end of the Obama administration, federal education officials
had begun to devote funding toward
remedying a racial and socio-economic
“isolation” in schools with a large percentage of African-American students
living in poverty. That was among the
criteria in a 2016 grant SCS applied for

toward the transformation of East High
School to a T-STEM optional school that
began this month.
SCS didn’t get the grant.
But does everyone believe that a
school in which 99 or 100 percent of
students are black and 93 percent are
economically disadvantaged is harmful
in and of itself? The short answer is no.
What about a school in which 84
percent of students are white and only
9 percent are economically disadvantaged?
Maybe smaller is better when it
comes to school systems. But some – not
all, but some – clearly approached this
as if it was an educational quarantine
of sorts.
The connection between a teacher
and a student is stronger than any of
that. This connection happens every day
of the school year, in the best conditions
and the worst, across racial lines and
within them, across generations, in the
joy of study groups making the same
discovery at the same time and oneon-one in an otherwise empty building
long after everyone else has gone home.
In so many ways, making that connection possible is the only thing that
matters.
There are common hopes among
our numerous school systems and the
students and parents they serve, no matter how fundamental the disagreements
may be about the path to get there.
Those hopes are so strong they can make
some of us fear what is different. And too
often we cling to those differences as
tightly as we do to our children.
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This week in Memphis history:

1937: A privilege license for The Oasis, a restaurant serving beer and owned
by Nick Demapolis at 2128 Central Ave. on the corner of Central and Cooper.
The city commission is considering a change in zoning at Faxon and North
Watkins that is drawing opposition from some, but not all, homeowners. “Sponsors of the rezoning were primarily those owning property on the four corners,
who claimed that because of that corner being a transfer point for street cars,
all privacy has been taken from them and that the street car patrons literally
took over the property and made public sites of them, trespassing on lawns
and even porches. These advocates are desirous of building apartments on the
corners,” reports The Daily News. “The opponents claim that such a rezoning
would ruin the value of their adjacent properties, claiming that apartment occupants are undesirable and ruin a neighborhood by their ‘high-life’ and transitory
nature.”

1927: On the front page of The Daily News, Sears-Roebuck Co. sets a Sept.
1 opening date for its new Memphis store and begins training and hiring 1,000
people to work in the $5 million structure at North Watkins and North Parkway.
“After the application has been gone over and it is found that the applicant
comes up to the requirements of Sears-Roebuck
Co. the party is sent for.” A total of 200 train car
loads of merchandise have already been delivered in preparation for the opening.
Rail lines into and out of the city are still in a state
of recovery from the recent Mississippi River
flooding. The flooding hasn’t stopped preparations for city elections in November. The deadline
for voter registration is nearing with registration
at ward and precinct locations. The sites include Battier’s Drug Co. at Beale and Hernando;
Schultz Plumbing Shop at 1130 Latham; Drake
Cleaners on Evergreen near Poplar; and in Ward
29, Precinct 2, a “tent, near Post Office.”

Watches Tell Time, And Stories

DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

IT’S ABOUT TIME.
It’s an old 700 series Rolex watch –
stainless steel with a small military-style
black face, hands and numbers that once
glowed in the dark, a simple stainless steel
band and a small brass rivet for a fastener
– nothing special by Rolex standards.
It’s the most special watch in the world
to me.
On one side of the band, this is en-

graved, “Lt. Frank E. Conaway, CEC USNR,
282195 O T-7/43”. On the other, “Good
Luck, Co. B, 123-USNCB”. Much of that is
military identification – name, rank, serial
number, acronyms for Civil Engineering Corps, United States Naval Reserve,
Company B, 123rd United States Navy
Construction Battalion (The Seabees).
The “O” is blood type, and my favorite
notation, the one people can’t figure out
when I show it to them is “T-7/43” – the
date of Dad’s last tetanus shot at the time,
July, 1943.
This was my father’s watch. On his
wrist on Peleliu and Guam, and across the
Pacific Theater. On his wrist across my life,
and on mine since he died in 1987.
His men gave him the watch. While he
slept, they copied the information from
his dog tags – even that tetanus shot –
and engraved all of it on the watch band,

a band they made after also measuring
his wrist while he slept and bending the
band just so to fit. Family legend has the
stainless steel coming from a shot-down
Zero, but the fact that his men gave him
the watch and made that band requires
no further legend.
Over the years, it’s run fast and slow,
and a lot of not at all. Rolex dealers have
looked at it and seen only an old watch,
and an opportunity to sell me a new one.
Watch repair people have seen only an old
watch, and an opportunity to sell parts
and charge a lot of money only to tell me
there’s no guarantee it will run well or
for long.
Colin Britton looked at it and saw
a special kind of time, time marked in
history, time shared across generations,
meaningful time, time worth saving. Colin
owns Memphis Mean Time – a vintage sort

August 1927 city election wards
and precincts for voter registration as listed in The Daily News.

of craftsman, artisan really, in a vintage
sort of bungalow on Cooper who repairs
and sells vintage timepieces.
He took Dad’s watch and kept it for
over a year. I visited regularly and got updates on parts from here and there, found
in cyberspace and tried, machined and
drilled and tried, sent to Amish specialists
and returned, rebuilt and weighted and
waited upon and reweighted and adjusted.
I was charged for some of that, but
that stopped long ago because Colin became invested in the solution, and what it
meant to a guy who kept showing up like
someone visiting a family member in ICU.
Lt. Conaway, the men of Company B,
and I would like to thank Colin Britton for
understanding what’s really worth your
time in a time of instant gratification.
I’m a Memphian, and the watch is back
on my wrist.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.
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