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Economic
Stronghold
The Memphis News’
quarterly dive into local
economic data finds
largely positive trends,
including real estate
growth and a sharp drop
in unemployment.
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Bringing Down an Era

phis-area homebuilder Kim Grant Brown
chair of the Tennessee Housing Development Agency board of directors.
Brown, who was appointed to the
THDA board in December 2015, is the first
woman to serve as its chair. She led her first
board meeting Tuesday, July 25.
Brown is a third-generation homebuilder who manages her own construction
company and has a partnership with her
family’s real estate firm, Grant & Co. After
graduating from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, she served as the president
of the West Tennessee Home Builders
Association for 2014, the first woman and
youngest person to do so.
“I have enjoyed my time on the THDA
Board of Directors already, and I’m grateful
to the governor for giving me this additional
opportunity,” Brown said in a statement.
“THDA’s work in helping families achieve
their dreams follows my family’s traditions
and business focus.”
THDA was created by the state Legislature in 1973 to provide loans, grants, tax
credits and other financing opportunities
to encourage the construction, repair and
preservation of affordable housing and to
help ensure the housing market meets the
needs of every Tennessean, regardless of
income, disability or age.

Construction crews are demolishing apartment buildings in the Foote Homes public housing development in South
Memphis, the last of the city’s old public housing developments to be razed. When completed, 712 new mixed-income
(Memphis News/Brandon Dahlberg)
housing units – apartments, single-family homes and senior housing – will replace Foote Homes.

International Paper Sees
Record Fluff Pulp Sales
Memphis-based International Paper
Co. reported second-quarter net earnings
of $80 million, or 19 cents per share, Thursday, July 27. That compares to $40 million
in net earnings for the second quarter of
2016.
IP chairman and CEO Mark Sutton
termed the results “solid” in a Thursday
conference call with analysts and investors.
He attributed the good numbers to record
fluff pulp sales and healthy demand in the
global company’s North American Industrial Packaging business.
The packaging, pulp and paper products corporation said box shipments in
industrial packaging were strong in the U.S.
Printing papers had lower sales volume
in North America, but higher export sales
volume in Brazil.
Consumer packaging posted an operating loss of $14 million after earning $33
million in the first quarter. IP attributed the
loss to annual outage expenses and “reliability issues” at its Augusta, Georgia, mill.
– Bill Dries

MEM Hits 2 Million
Enplanements in 2017
Memphis International Airport reached
2 million enplanements in fiscal year 2017,
the first time it has reached that level since
2012.
Forrest Artz, CFO of the Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority, told the
authority’s board Thursday, July 27, MEM
totaled 2,035,413 enplanements in FY2017
compared to 1,968,861 in FY2016, a 3.3
percent increase. June 2017 enplanements

(197,389) increased by more than 10,000
compared to June 2016, a 5.4 percent increase overall.
Also notable was the increase in available seats at MEM, Artz reported, with June
featuring an average of 7,650 seats per day,
an increase of more than 200 seats per day
compared to May.
The increased passenger numbers and
seats reflect a growing MEM market that
has experienced flight additions such as
Air Canada’s nonstop service to Toronto,
summer seasonal flights by Southwest and
Allegiant, as well as larger planes added
by other carriers such as Frontier Airlines.
– Patrick Lantrip

Back to School Fair July 29
At Miss. Boulevard Church
Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church
and local partners will offer services to
families and children in preparation of the
first day of school during a Back to School
and Community Health Fair on Saturday,
July 29.
The event, featuring health and dental
screenings and immunizations, will be held
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church, 70 N.
Bellevue Blvd.
“It is shocking when you hear the
number of children who lack the basic
necessities for the first day of school,” said
senior pastor J. Lawrence Turner. “We, as
a community, must unite to fill this gap.”
Over the past 16 years, the health fair
has been hosted in the Whitehaven area.
However, with the event’s popularity, organizers decided to move it to a facility that
can accommodate more people.
“We were searching for a permanent
place to call home and The Boulevard

– Daily News staff

SCO Opens FocalPoint
Telemedicine Clinic

The Kroger Co. has announced it is
putting the proposed Kroger Marketplace
location in Arlington on hold indefinitely.
“We are optimistic about the future
of our new Arlington Marketplace store.
However, at this time, the project has been
delayed until further notice,” the company
said in a statement.
The marketplace was to anchor the
24-acre Shops at Arlington Village, which
broke ground last year at Milton Wilson
Boulevard and Airline Road.
The Kroger Marketplace concept includes home fashion and decor, bed and
bath, kitchen and small appliances, apparel
and shoes, among other things.
The company apologized for the delay,
citing a refocusing of capital expenditures
to customer experience and technology
initiatives.

Southern College of Optometry has
opened FocalPoint, the first facility of its
kind in the United States to offer completely
paperless telemedicine via a service called
EyecareLive.
FocalPoint’s 8,000-square-foot clinic
has four doctors and offers several technological advances for eye health along
with exclusive eyewear lines. The clinic also
provides clinical instruction space for the
college’s students.
“FocalPoint brings to life the vision for
a hybrid clinic delivering ‘Care Anywhere,’”
said Dr. Moshe Mendelson, co-founder and
chief medical officer of EyecareLive, in a
statement. “The paperless facility allows
patients to digitally check in, manage their
records and follow up with doctors on the
telemedicine platform.”
Along with increasing patient access,
FocalPoint is one of 12 locations in the
U.S. to offer customizable eyewear through
Hoya’s Yuniku system, which uses 3-D
scanning and 3-D printing to create eyewear tha fits facial characteristics.
The new clinic shares space with
Church Health Eye Care, allowing for
integrated care to serve patients across
varying demographics and socio-economic
profiles, according to SCO.
“Having several health care disciplines
under one roof allows Southern College of
Optometry to better integrate patient care
and education,” said Dr. James Venable,
vice president of clinical programs at SCO.
“The concept of interprofessional health
care education is spreading, and SCO is at
the forefront of this movement.”

– Patrick Lantrip

– Daily News staff

shared our desire to support our local community,” event organizer Harold Collins
said. “It seemed like a perfect fit.”
The event, which is free and open to the
public, will include medical screenings, onsite registration for Shelby County Schools,
pre-K screenings, and immunizations
needed to return to school this fall. And
1,000 backpacks filled with age-appropriate school supplies will be given away. For
more, visit theblvd.org or call 901-729-6222.
– Don Wade

Kroger Delays Development
Of Arlington Marketplace

Haslam Taps Memphian
As THDA Board Chair
Gov. Bill Haslam has named Mem-

Big River Crossing to Hold
Half-Marathon, 5K
Big River Crossing will mark its first
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anniversary this fall with the Big River
Crossing Half Marathon and 5K, benefiting
the Peer Power Foundation.
Set for Oct. 21, the half-marathon will
be the first to allow participants to cross
the Arkansas-Tennessee state line via the
Big River Crossing, a pedestrian bridge
above the Mississippi River. Half-marathon
runners also will traverse the Big River
Trail’s Loop, a 7-mile, paved path through
the Arkansas floodplains that is scheduled
to open to the public by the end of the
summer.
In addition to the half-marathon, the
race day will feature a 5K through Downtown Memphis, though the 5K runners will
not cross the bridge. Both races will start at
Tom Lee Park, with the 5K at 8 a.m. and the
half-marathon at 8:30 a.m.
The race will benefit Peer Power Foundation, a Memphis-based nonprofit that
recruits and trains high-performing high
school and college students to tutor and
mentor their peers.
At roughly a mile long, Big River Crossing is the country’s longest active bike-pedestrian rail bridge and the longest public
pedestrian bridge across the Mississippi
River. Visit bigrivercrossing.com for more
details about the race.
– Don Wade

UrbanArt Commission Will
See Tighter City Guidelines
Memphis City Council chairman Berlin
Boyd put his move to abolish the UrbanArt
Commission on hold Tuesday, July 25, in favor of tighter oversight of the UAC’s public
art program, which totals 1 percent of city
expenditures on capital projects.
Boyd held up the city’s annual funding
of the commission and talked of moving the
public art program to the city’s Parks and
Neighborhoods Division instead. But Parks
and Neighborhoods Director Maria Munoz
Blanco outlined two plans: The city could
transfer the program to her department,
or it could implement tighter controls and
more accountability measures, including
the use of more local artists.
Boyd said he was willing to see how
the city oversight of UAC developed and
worked. Councilman Worth Morgan said
he would move to restore $650,000 in city
funding to the commission once the new
rules are in place.
In other matters Tuesday, council
members approved plans for a used car
lot at 2514 Mount Moriah Road, the site
of the old Platinum Plus strip club. The
council also delayed to the first meeting in
August a vote on a convenience store with
gas pumps on South Parkway at Interstate
240. And it set an Aug. 8 public hearing and
vote on the KNM Development Group LLC
hotel proposed for 404 Beale St.
Council members also approved
$565,000 in capital funding for the city’s
build-out of its space in the Universal
Life Insurance Building, located at Danny
Thomas Boulevard and Martin Luther
King Avenue. The renovated building with
Egyptian-style architectural flourishes is to
be a location of the city’s minority business
development offices.
And the council approved on third and
final reading an ordinance that reduces
the fee for having a boot removed from
cars illegally parked on private lots from

$125 to $50. It also sets a time limit on boot
companies to come and remove the boot
once a car owner finds the device on his or
her vehicle.
– Bill Dries

L’École Culinaire-Memphis
Taps New Campus Director
L’École Culinaire-Memphis, which
offers training in culinary skills, has chosen
Ken Hause to be its new campus director.
Hause brings more than 13 years of
experience in higher education leadership,
with more than a decade in culinary education as president of Le Cordon Bleu College
of Culinary Arts, Las Vegas, and as campus
director for the Auguste Escoffier School of
Culinary Arts in Boulder, Colorado.
In a statement about his appointment,
Hause said many of L’Ecole’s students have
gone on to achieve acclaim in regional
and national restaurant properties, and
added, “I am passionate about continuing
to provide our students with a world-class
culinary education.”
– Andy Meek

Tigers’ Men’s Tennis
Earns Academic Honor
The University of Memphis men’s tennis team has earned its 13th Intercollegiate
Tennis Association All-Academic Team
honor for having a team GPA of 3.2 or higher. Memphis also had four players honored
as ITA Scholar-Athletes for posting a GPA of
3.5 or higher during the past academic year.
This is a second ITA Scholar-Athlete
honor for Shakeel Manji, Chris Patzanovsky
and Felix Rauch and is the first academic
honor from the ITA for rising senior Andrew
Watson.
Manji is a rising senior at Memphis who
teamed with Turner Voges for a doubles title at the Louisville Fall Invitational last year
and was last named an ITA Scholar-Athlete
in 2015 as a freshman.
Patzanovsky and Felix are both rising
juniors at Memphis. Patzanovsky presented at the National Conference for Undergraduate Research hosted by the University
of Memphis last spring. His project was
titled “Conceptual Improvement in Understanding Physics: Integrating Computer
Simulation Package PhET.” The physics
major also was named an ITA Scholar-Athlete as a freshman.
Rauch played six singles and three
doubles for a majority of a spring season
that saw Memphis go 15-9 and qualify for
the NCAA tournament for a fifth time in six
seasons. Like Patzanovsky, Rauch was an
ITA Scholar-Athlete as a freshman.
Watson, who played one doubles and
two singles for Memphis for a majority of
the season, finishing the year ranked 104 in
the country in singles and 68 in the country
in doubles with teammate Kai Lemke. Watson was 19-9 in singles as a junior and was
9-9 at one doubles with Lemke, including
seven matches against nationally ranked
opponents.

CFO David Martin transitions into the
new role of vice president of sourcing and
accounting.
Brian Hamm comes to the lawn care
and outdoor services company from
Energizer Holdings, where he served as
executive vice president and chief financial
officer. He has held financial positions at a
number of global corporations, including
PepsiAmericas and Price Waterhouse.
As TruGreen’s CFO, Hamm will be
responsible for ensuring the company’s
finances enable it to continue to drive
growth.
“Brian brings a strong background to
our finance team from his experience at
several global companies where he was
instrumental in providing the financial
strategy and leadership to help the organizations get to the next level of growth,”
said TruGreen president and CEO David
Alexander in a statement. “With Brian, I’m
confident we’ll be well positioned to meet
our goals of consistent profitable growth
moving forward.”
TruGreen had been a ServiceMaster
brand until it was spun off into a separate
business in January 2014. It merged with
Scotts LawnService in April 2016, creating
the largest lawn care company in North
America.
Headquartered in East Memphis, TruGreen has around 260 branches in the U.S.
and Canada, along with about 35 franchise
locations, and services more than 2.3 million residential and commercial customers

across the United States with lawn, tree and
shrub care.
– Daily News staff

Mueller Posts Stable
Second-Quarter Earnings
Memphis-based Mueller Industries
Inc. posted net income of $27.6 million for
the second quarter of 2017, or 48 cents per
diluted share. The figure released Tuesday,
July 25, compares to net income of $27.8
million for the second quarter of 2016.
Mueller, which manufactures copper
and copper alloy tubing and fittings as
well as similar goods made of aluminum,
steel and plastic, reported net sales rose 13
percent to $614.3 million for the quarter
compared to $544.1 million a year ago,
which it attributed to higher prices and
higher unit volumes.
Its operating highlights for the quarter including acquiring the PexCor and
HeatLink companies in May and exiting a
joint venture in a China tube mill in June
following what the company has described
as years of “mediocre performance and
increasingly challenging business conditions.”
Mueller executives said they intend to
reallocate cash and other resources from
the China venture to new mills in Utah and
Bahrain and other undertakings.
The company is considered a bellwether of the housing market because its
products are used in construction.

WATCH YOUR DOLLAR STRETCH.
MEMPHIS’ COST OF LIVING IS 14% LOWER
THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE.
THIS FACT BROUGHT TO YOU BY NEW MEMPHIS & THE DAILY NEWS

THIS 901 DAY, COME
CELEBRATE YOUR CITY.

– Don Wade

TruGreen Hires New CFO
As It Looks to Drive Growth
Memphis-based TruGreen has named
a new chief financial officer as current
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Sunny Days

& Co. managing partner Bob Payne said
in a written statement. “We look forward
to serving more industries with our same
exceptional personalized service for which
we’ve become recognized.”
HHM managing partner Donnie
Hutcherson said his company is pleased
to partner with Brundige Payne.
“The partners there have established a
legacy in Memphis, and we look forward
to working with their clients to continue
the level of service to which they are accustomed,” Hutcherson said.
– Daily News staff

John Madison Exum Towers
Wraps Up $10M Renovation

Agricenter International planted more than 78,000 sunflower seeds this year and visitors can view them from the parking
lot near Walnut Bend Road or off Smythe Farm Road. The sunflowers are expected to remain in bloom for another week.

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“Business conditions in the markets we
serve are on track with our expectations for
2017,” said Mueller CEO Greg Christopher
in a statement. “Construction activity in the
U.S. continues to provide steady demand
for many of our products and improvement
in industrial demand after several years of
softness is encouraging.”
– Bill Dries

Collierville Design Firm
Relocates to Memphis
The Kitbash Brand Design team has
moved from Collierville to the Broad Avenue Arts District.
Founded by Jeff Rodgers in 2013, Kitbash is a creative agency that had been
located at the Collierville Town Square.
After months of searching, Rodgers and his
team of creatives found a 2,400-square-foot
space at the corner of Bingham Street and
Broad Avenue.
Rodgers said the move will present
the firm with more opportunities to help
businesses grow.
The firm’s clients have included Triumph Bank, International Paper and
Espero Pharmaceuticals, among others.
Rodgers and his team can handle tasks
such as business naming; photography;
videography; packaging; apparel; social
media; and logo, print and website design.
– Andy Meek

Cardinals Fantasy Camp
To Be Held Sept. 14-17
The St. Louis Cardinals have scheduled
a Fantasy Camp for Sept. 14-17 at AutoZone
Park in Memphis. The four-day camp will
give fans an opportunity to play alongside

former Cardinal players such as Rick Ankiel,
Jason Isringhausen and Bo Hart, be drafted
and managed by Cardinals alumni Danny
Cox and Tom Lawless and interact with
Cardinal legends Whitey Herzog and Willie
McGee.
Throughout the four-day camp, 44
campers will receive instruction and play
four games under the management of
a former Cardinals player. All four team
rosters, managed by John Costello, Cox,
Lawless and Gene Roof, will be determined
by a draft, with the former Cardinals/team
managers selecting their players.
Two former Cardinals will also be
drafted onto each roster and will play
alongside the rest of the team. Former
Cardinals scheduled to play alongside
campers include Ankiel, Scott Cooper,
Mike Crudale, Ed Easley, Bernard Gilkey,
Hart, Kyle McClellan, Jason Simontacchi
and Brad Thompson.
All campers will receive two authentic,
customized Memphis Redbirds jerseys and
use a personalized locker in the visitors’
locker room at AutoZone Park during the
round-robin tournament. At the end of
the weekend, one team will be crowned
Cardinals Fantasy Camp Champions and
receive fantasy camp championship rings.
Camp registration includes a threenight stay at the DoubleTree Hotel Memphis Downtown, along with a private
reception and Cardinals alumni autograph
sessions on Sept. 14 and a dinner banquet
featuring Herzog and a live auction on Sept.
15. Dave LaPoint will serve as fantasy camp
commissioner, leading the camp along
with Scott Terry.
A portion of the net proceeds from Cardinals Fantasy Camps benefit the Cardinals
Kids Cancer Center at Mercy. For more in-

formation and camp registration, fans can
visit cardinals.com/fantasycamp or email
fantasycamp@cardinals.com. Campers
must be 27 or older.
– Don Wade

Tenn. Accounting Firms
Merge, Memphis Will be HQ
Memphis-based certified public accounting firm Brundige Payne & Co. PC
is set to merge with Chattanooga-based
Henderson Hutcherson & McCullough,
effective Aug. 1. The combined company,
to be called HHM Memphis, will move to
a centrally located headquarters at Memphis’ Kirby Centre, 1755 Kirby Parkway, in
October.
Brundige Payne & Co. partners and
employees are continuing in their current
roles, and client service will be seamless
as the transition to HHM Memphis is
completed.
According to the companies, the combination of resources will provide a greater
depth of expertise and wider array of services while continuing both firms’ traditions of quality work and customer service.
HHM Memphis will offer traditional
and customized services to help move
businesses forward with strategic planning and wealth retention. HHM’s affiliate companies – HHM Wealth Advisors
and Southside Creative Group – will offer
the Memphis area additional services of
wealth management, retirement planning,
branding, marketing, public relations and
graphic design.
“We knew HHM would allow us to
provide a broader range of services and
deepen our capabilities to give our clients
results-driven solutions,” Brundige Payne

John Madison Exum Towers, Memphis’
sixth-largest independent senior living facility, has completed a $10 million overhaul
of Towers I and II, located at 3155 Sharpe
Ave., and will unveil the renovations to the
public Friday, July 28, at 10 a.m.
The renovations provide modern
touches to the 240-unit high-rise facility,
which was built in 1980, with the goal of
meeting the needs of the aging baby boomer population.
The renovation project began in late
2015 through the Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church’s partnership with
Bluegreen Preservation & Development
Co.; Charles E. Carpenter; Self + Tucker
Architects; Patton & Taylor Construction;
TESCO Properties; the Health, Educational
and Housing Facility Board of the city of
Memphis; and the Tennessee Housing
Development Agency.
– Patrick Lantrip

Radial Adding 3,000
Seasonal Workers
Omni-channel commerce technology
and operations company Radial is adding
3,000 seasonal workers at its Memphis
fulfillment center.
Radial is looking to beef up its fulfillment capabilities in advance of the holiday
shopping season, the busiest time of the
year in retail and ecommerce.
The company said its seasonal workers will have access to competitive hourly
wages, overtime and holiday pay, flexible
work schedules, employee discounts, and
a referral bonus program, in addition to
longer-term opportunities.
Visit radial.com/jobs for more information on the local seasonal job openings.
– Patrick Lantrip

‘Fed Up’ Campaign Warns
Of Tougher Gun Penalties
The Memphis Shelby Crime Commission and the city of Memphis have
launched a marketing campaign to warn
would-be offenders about tougher state
penalties and possible federal prosecution
for violent criminals in possession of a gun.
The “Fed Up” campaign raises awareness a new state law, sponsored by Senate
Majority Leader Mark Norris and passed
this spring, that increases the penalty for a
convicted felon with a firearm if the prior
conviction is for a violent crime or drug
trafficking. The law was a focal point of
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland’s lobbying efforts as part of his long-term crime
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reduction strategy.
“We’re fed up. The citizens of Memphis
are fed up with the type of senseless violent
crime that claims lives and puts everyone’s
quality of life at risk,” Strickland said in a
statement. “This campaign will put violent
criminals on notice – you’ll get a minimum
of eight years in state prison for just having
a gun, and when possible we’ll seek justice
through our federal courts.”
With the new law in place, District
Attorney General Amy Weirich and acting
U.S. Attorney for the Western District of
Tennessee Lawrence J. Laurenzi have reaffirmed their commitment to prosecute
violent criminals in possession of a gun at
the federal level.
– Daily News staff

U of M Professor Chairs
International Conferences
University of Memphis professor
Xiangen Hu recently served as the local arrangement chair for the 18th International
Conference on Artificial Intelligence in
Education (AIED) and as conference chair
for the 10th International Educational Data
Mining Conference, both in Wuhan, China.
Hu is a professor in the University of
Memphis’ departments of psychology,
computer science, and electrical and computer engineering; the U of M’s Institute for
Intelligent Systems; and at Central China
Normal University.
According to the U of M, the artificial-intelligence conference provided

opportunities for the cross-fertilization of
approaches, techniques and ideas from the
many fields that comprise AIED, including
computer science, cognitive and learning
sciences, education, game design, psychology, sociology and linguistics, as well as
many domain-specific areas.
The EDM conference is the leading international forum for high-quality research
that leverages educational data, learning
analytics and machine learning to answer
research questions that shed light on the
learning processes.
– Don Wade

Violent Crime Up Locally
Almost 10 Percent
Major violent crime in Memphis and
countywide was up almost 10 percent for
the first six months of 2017 compared to
the first half of 2016, the Memphis-Shelby
Crime Commission reported July 21.
Major violent crime as a general category was up 9.9 percent for Memphis
and 9.3 percent countywide even as the
rate of murders – one of four specific categories that make up the general category
– dropped 12.2 percent citywide and 14.9
percent countywide from a year ago.
The increase in violent crime was driven instead by a 14.5 percent increase in
aggravated assaults in the city compared
to the first half of 2016. Aggravated assaults
rose 13.4 percent countywide year over
year.
Major property crime citywide was up

Empower the Future

10.6 percent from a year ago at this time,
9.4 percent countywide. The increase there
was driven by a 37.2 percent increase in
motor vehicle theft citywide, 34.6 percent
countywide.
“None of us involved in meeting this
challenge find the current situation acceptable,” said commission president Bill
Gibbons, who is also executive director of
the University of Memphis Public Safety
Institute. “We must stay focused on continuing to implement steps that can have
a positive impact on the level of crime and
have a healthy sense of urgency about it.”
Memphis Police Director Michael Rallings said his officers will “continue to work
diligently to implement and evaluate our
crime fighting strategies.”
Rallings added that the spike in car
thefts is the result of more motorists leaving
their cars running while they run errands.
“That invites theft,” he said in a written
statement.
– Bill Dries

Christian Brothers Named
College of Distinction
Christian Brothers University (CBU)
named as one of the nation’s Colleges of
Distinction by the online organization of
the same name.
The annual process of selecting the nation’s Colleges of Distinction requires that
institutions adhere to four distinctions —
engaged students, great teaching, vibrant
community and successful outcomes.

TM

You Just Might Change a Life.
Sometimes it takes that one caring adult to recognize the potential in a young person. By
becoming a Junior Achievement volunteer, you can empower young people to own their
economic success by sharing your experience and JA’s proven and engaging curriculum.
Our volunteer-delivered, K-12 programs foster workforce readiness, entrepreneurship and
financial literacy skills. Help us inspire kids to dream big and reach their potential.
Contact us at 901.366.7800 or visit www.jamemphis.org.

The process includes a review of each
institution’s freshman experience, as well
as its general education program, strategic
plan, alumni success, satisfaction measures
and more.
This year, CBU also earned the exceptional honor of being among only 27
colleges or universities in the nation to
receive recognition in all four of Colleges
of Distinction’s academic categories – business, engineering, education and nursing.
– Don Wade

UTHSC Researcher Wins
Grant to Fight Strep Throat
Dr. James Dale, the Gene H. Stollerman Professor of Medicine and chief of
the Division of Infectious Diseases at the
University of Tennessee Health Science
Center, has won a $3.9 million grant
from the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases.
The funding will be used to develop
a safe, broadly effective, and affordable
vaccine to prevent strep throat and its
complications.
Dale, together with a University of
Tennessee lab in Knoxville and researchers at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, is
developing a new approach to design and
develop the vaccine.
Dale and his team are using the new
funding to develop a universal vaccine that
could have a major impact on the health of
millions of people worldwide.
– Andy Meek
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PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

In a quiet room inside his Midtown firm,
Lee Askew of ANF Architects presented the
latest incarnation of his plans to turn the
former Red Cross building at the corner of
Central Avenue and Mansfield Street into a
12-unit luxury gated community.
The meeting was somewhat of a courtesy
to the nearby surrounding Central Gardens
Historic District residents, since the site’s
northern boundary technically marks the
edge of the Landmarks Commission-protected community.
Askew, his partner Martin Edwards and
engineer Cindy Reeves of SR Consulting
hosted the meeting, which received a favorable reception for the most part.
“We were trying to figure out what to do
with this building that has been derelict for
quite a while now,” Askew said. “We tried to
do a lot of things to the inside of that building
to make it work, and none of them worked.”
Askew said the property’s previous owners shopped it around to perspective office
tenants for quite some time before selling
to Edwards and himself several years back.
“We looked at storage, we looked at
apartments, and we looked at condos to
reuse that structure,” Askew said. “Because
if you can find a free frame, then part of your
cost is taken care of.”
Ultimately, he said the 57-year-old,
27,000-square-foot mid-century modern
building was beyond saving.
In its place, Askew is proposing to develop a 12-unit luxury gated community that
would consist of six three-story duplex-like
buildings with customizable floor plans
ranging from 2,400 to 3,600 square feet.
Known as Club Gardens, each unit in the
proposed subdivision would offer an array of
customizable, high-end amenities, including
elevators, grill stations, fire pits, screened-in
porches, balconies, solariums and various

other design elements that would-be residents can choose from.
Each unit will have its own two-car garage and the complex will feature a 22-foot
by 30- to 40-foot landscaped common area
and additional parking in the center.
Askew hopes to eventually partner with
the neighboring University Club to install
private gated access to its facilities from the
subdivision.
Concerns of drainage and sewage were
briefly touched on by the residents, but the
makeup of the wall was the primary point of
contention.
The owners are planning on using SimTek, which is a prefabricated vinyl, albeit
incredibly strong, material, which would
be against code if the development were in
Central Gardens.
However, Askew said the primary factor,
other than cost, that led them to choose the
SimTek was to save a cluster of old oak trees
on the southeast corner of the property,
as this material is less intrusive to the root
system.
“We’re trying very hard to save those
giant oaks, it’s already costing us time and
money, but these are lovely trees,” he said.
Ultimately, while the neighbors did voice
some concerns, the project appeared to receive a favorable reception from neighbors.
“We recognize the loss of the mid-century modern office building that unfortunately
succumbed to neglect and that once housed
a very good neighbor for many years, the
Red Cross,” Mark Fleischer with the Central
Gardens Association said. “And while we
have a few minor reservations about some
details of the Club Gardens proposal, overall
we welcome with open arms the addition of
these new neighbors.”
Fleischer said he believes this development will add significant value to the neighborhood by positively addressing Midtown’s
housing deficiencies, raising property values
in the area and bringing life back to a dormant corner at Central and Mansfield.
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Carpenter Art Garden Helping Build
Community Feeling in Binghampton
AISLING MAKI
Special to The Memphis News

On Valentine’s Day a few years ago,
a Binghampton boy named Donte Davis
combined two of his great loves – art and
the Memphis Grizzlies – when he painted
a wooden heart featuring the face of his
home team’s mascot.
After he planted it in a neighbor’s yard,
others began requesting their own hearts.
To keep up with the orders, he recruited
his fellow young artists from the Carpenter
Art Garden, a community space located in
formerly blighted lots in the 300 block of
Carpenter Street.
More than 3,000 of the hearts – proudly
displayed in yards throughout the city –
have since been sold, with proceeds generated going back into the neighborhood
garden that first gave Donte, whose school
didn’t offer art classes, the opportunity to
explore his creativity.
Donte, now 15, has grown to become a
painter and sculptor who has worked under the guidance of prominent Memphis
visual artists such as George Hunt, and has
recently begun teaching younger children
in the neighborhood the fundamentals of
painting.

A young girl looks at artwork for sale while enjoying a snack at the Carpenter Art Garden’s fifth anniversary celebration on
Friday, July 21. The garden has brought many residents in the Binghampton neighborhood together. 
(Memphis News/Brandon Dahlberg)

The Purple House – an indoor space for kids to work on art projects – is one of
several programs emanating from the Carpenter Art Garden.
(Memphis News/Brandon Dahlberg)

The young artist also helps build and
repair bikes across the street at the Carpenter Street Workshop, a vocational training
center that also belongs to the program
and includes sewing and furniture restoration in its curriculum.
“To describe this place – it’s like a
flower,” Davis said. “First you’ve got to
plant the seed. This place was a small,
abandoned field and lots. Now it keeps
growing.”
Since it was founded in 2012, Carpenter Art Garden has grown to include

six properties. In addition to the art
garden – an outdoor art classroom – and
the workshop, there are two community
gardens and a building called The Purple
House, a multipurpose space for tutoring,
art lessons and other community-oriented
and skill-building activities.
“The garden is so hard to describe,”
said Erin Harris, director of the Carpenter
Art Garden, which is under the umbrella
of the Binghampton Development Corp.
but raises its own funding. “It’s something
that needs to be seen and felt in person.”

She said half of the block was blighted
when the garden began.
“Now properties have been turned into
places of beauty, places the neighborhood
is proud of. … People who did not know
each other before now have meaningful
relationships.”
The Carpenter Art Garden was born
in June 2012 out of one blighted lot in the
heart of Binghampton. The neighborhood
quickly took a great interest and ownership
in the project, embracing this communal
space to grow fresh vegetables, make art,
and build community.
Approximately 125 children are served
each week through various programs
provided at the garden. The children who
were there from the beginning are now
high schoolers, passing their acquired
knowledge and skills on to their littlest
neighbors.
Volunteer Andrea Morales, a writer and
photographer, teaches children to capture
everyday life in their neighborhood. She
recently helped compile the children’s
work into a book.
She described the Carpenter Art Garden as “a joy factory” and “really special
place.”
“This place has grown in such a beautiful way,” Morales said. “When you look at
what Donte has done, a kid who had this
untapped interest in art, and he’s started
teaching now.”
Some parents who started out as volunteers are now employees of the garden,
and seven of those eight adult employees

are Binghampton residents.
In addition, the garden employs 12 students during the school year. This summer
there’s a youth staff of 24, who, in addition
to their regular work, attend a weekly professional development speaker series that
has included prominent Memphians such
as chocolatier entrepreneur Phillip Ashley
and Andre Fowlkes of StartCo.
The garden has a volunteer base of
about 100 people, including parents of
children involved in programs. Volunteers
play a critical role in its success, assisting
with art projects, planting, running errands, tutoring, and supporting special
events like holiday dinners and musical
performances on the outdoor stage by
groups such as Mighty Souls Brass Band
and the Grizzlies drum line.
“We have volunteers and employees
who have been with the garden for years,
offering stability and continuity, which
creates an environment built on trust,”
Harris said. “Children feel loved and supported and this helps them to learn and to
grow their talent.”
On Friday, July 21, Memphians from
across the city joined the Carpenter Art
Garden’s 5th anniversary celebration.
The annual art show featured artwork for
sale by the children from Binghampton
and by local artists who have taught them
throughout the years.
The event allowed visitors to tour all
garden properties and see the impact of
carpenter continued on P37
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GTx to Release New Data Soon To
Underpin Company’s Progress

The labs for GTx Inc. are located on the University of Tennessee
Health Science Center campus in Memphis.  (Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

GTx Inc. executive chairman Dr. Robert Wills thinks the
Memphis-based biopharmaceutical company is “severely
undervalued.”
That’s how he put it in an in-

terview recently with the industry publication “The Wall Street
Analyzer,” saying the company
has not yet shared all the data it
is generating for its two biggest
programs, which Wills said drive
the company’s value.
While shares of GTx were up
almost 8 percent year-to-date at
press time, Wills believes more

of the data forthcoming will help
boost the company’s value later
this year.
GTx will be a podium presenter at the International Continence Society’s annual meeting
in Florence, Italy, in September,
a meeting at which the company
will offer up key Stress Urinary
Incontinence (SUI) data. That’s
a condition which the company
says affects up to half of all adult
women in the U.S.
A Zacks Equity Research
analysis notes that approval of
the company’s lead pipeline
candidate drug enobosarm –
which would be used to treat
postmenopausal women with
SUI – would give the company
access to a “huge population
base” of patients in the U.S. suffering from the condition.
The company is making progress on development of the drug,
which generated positive preliminary data in a phase II study that
sent publicly traded GTx’s shares
up almost 100 percent.
“The sector is robust with

capital,” Wills told The Wall
Street Analyzer. “We know that,
and we also know that the sector
will reward and recognize novel
innovation. We believe that this
is the case with the SUI opportunity, being that there is nothing
on the market pharmaceutically
to treat this.”
The company said in June it
has two ongoing clinical trials of
enobosarm as a potential treatment in women with advanced
breast cancer as well as an ongoing trial with enobosarm as
a potential treatment for SUI in
postmenopausal women. As far
as its work toward a treatment
for SUI, GTx thinks it presents
a “unique commercial opportunity,” since current therapies
can involve what sometimes are
invasive procedures.
Among other highlights of
GTx’s current work and focus:
It has an ongoing trial focused on breast cancer, and the
company is looking at two forms
of the disease.
One is a later-stage version,

and data from a trial usage of
enobosarm on patients in that
population is coming later this
year. The other trial is for a more
common form of breast cancer,
about which the company already has announced positive
results of enobosarm usage in
January.
About the SUI focus, Wills
told the industry publication that
current treatments are almost
all “devices or surgical intervention.”
GTx is releasing its SUI-related data for the first time via
its presentation in September
in Italy.
It has already submitted an
abstract to the International
Continence Society.
Dr. Kenneth Peters, professor and chairman of urology at
the Oakland University William
Beaumont School of Medicine,
said in a statement released by
GTx that he’s very encouraged by
the “consistency and strength”
of early results of the company’s
SUI treatment.

R E A L E S TAT E & D E V E L O P M E N T

Overton Gateway Compromise Includes
Precedent Barrier for Other Historic Areas
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The key element in selling the Overton
Gateway project compromise to Midtown
homeowners turned out to have little to do
with the height of the apartment buildings
or the number of parking spaces.
The mixed residential development by
Makowsky Ringel Greenberg LLC at Sam
Cooper Boulevard and East Parkway drew
the concern of a lot of Midtown neighborhoods with historic status because its
apartment buildings exceed the guidelines
of the Lea’s Woods historic area on the
eastern edge of Overton Park.
Overton Park was known as Lea’s
Woods before it became a park.
Neighborhoods with historic status are
clustered in the Midtown area.
The compromise accepted by MRG LLC
and most, but not all, of the homeowners in

Lea’s Woods included a statement that the
exception to the historic area standards is
not a precedent for violating the standards
in areas with the same designation.
“They are all historic neighborhoods,”
Kathy Winterburn of the Annesdale Park
Neighborhood Association told council
members. “They all have standards and
we want them maintained. We care and we
want these historical standards recognized
and respected and maintained.”
The Lea’s Woods subdivision, which is a
historic district, has guidelines prohibiting
anything over two stories.
The compromise has MRG decreasing
the height of the multifamily structures
from five to three stories.
Barbara Sysak, a former president of the
Central Gardens Association, termed the
compromise a “one-time waiver.”
“We support that one-time waiver,”
she said. “It seems like this is a reasonable
compromise for this situation.”

But several homeowners next to the
project disagreed.
Ken Kelly said it amounted to “big money and big business coming in and taking
over the neighborhood.”
“We’re not against development,” he
said. “But we’re against this development
of the property. There is nothing for anybody to buy. You build the community by
building property people want to invest
their money and future into.”
Gary Makowsky of MRG described the
land, which was stripped of houses when it
was part of the planned corridor for Interstate 40 to come through Overton Park, as
“such a significant site for the city.”
MRG beat out Loeb Properties in bidding on the land several years ago to develop it. It was designated for multifamily,
multi-story development in 2001.
Makowsky said the company’s goal on
both sides of Sam Cooper was “a design
that would stand the test of time.”

He also said the company owns properties all over the city and owns them for an
average of 28 years.
“We don’t build to sell. We don’t flip our
properties,” he told the council.
Council members approved the Overton Gateway development Tuesday, July
25, in a pair of unanimous votes – one for
the plans on the north side of Sam Cooper
Boulevard at East Parkway and the other
for plans on the south side of Sam Cooper
at East Parkway.
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Herenton Proposes New Downtown
Rehab Facility for Juvenile Offenders
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Dan Michael is not the first Juvenile
Court judge former Memphis Mayor Willie
Herenton has talked to about educating
juvenile offenders in custody.
Four years ago, then-Juvenile Court
Judge Curtis Person Jr. was with Herenton
as Thurgood Marshall Academy opened
at Northside High School as a school for
juveniles beyond the Hope Academy they
attended while in detention.
The academy was short-lived but
marked the start of several attempts Herenton has made at the concept, which
surfaced again this week as the New Path
Restorative Campus.
Herenton wants to buy the old city
auto inspection station Downtown at fair
market value and build a new detention
and education center for juvenile offenders on the site.
Michael is receptive but is quick to
say that while he would welcome a new
detention center, he would want the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office to run it, not a
private entity.
He described what Herenton wants
to do as a “pretrial detention facility” that
would be secure.
Herenton, speaking to Memphis City
Council members at a Tuesday presentation, described what he wants to do as a
“state-of-the-art facility with education,
medical rehabilitation” and other similar

“

I just want to get a problem
solved. ... I’m not speaking
unkindly of legislators. All I
have seen is rhetoric, people
talking.”
–Willie Herenton, Former Memphis mayor

services.
“It is deplorable the condition that
these young people are housed in in Memphis Juvenile Court,” Herenton told the
council. “We have a moral obligation to do
something better by those kids.”
Michael agrees that the detention center, and probably the rest of the Juvenile
Court building, needs an overhaul.
As he talked of Herenton’s proposal
the day before the former mayor took the
idea to the council, Michael was already

Former Memphis Mayor Willie Herenton proposes the purchase of the city’s former auto inspection building at High Street
and Washington Avenue at the city council meeting Tuesday, July 25. Herenton wants to convert the building into a youth
development center for juvenile offenders.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

mapping out how a separate detention
facility outside the Juvenile Court building but near it would allow him to move
juvenile public defenders into the court.
As mayor for 17 years and as Memphis
City Schools superintendent before that,
Herenton rarely hesitated to bring up a
controversy if he felt it was the elephant
in the room.
But while he alluded this week to the
emotional debate about whether U.S.
Justice Department oversight of Shelby
County Juvenile Court should continue
or end, Herenton didn’t go there – almost.
“I just want to get a problem solved. …
I’m not speaking unkindly of legislators.
All I have seen is rhetoric, people talking,”
he told the council. “This to me represents
action. We are not asking the city of Memphis for any of your money, no incentive,
no grants. Aren’t you pleased to hear that?”
Herenton wants a council resolution
to take to state officials as he seeks to have
juvenile offenders who now are sent to
the Wilder Youth Development Center in
Somerville once their cases are adjudicated sent to his proposed New Path center
Downtown.
In a pitch to Shelby County commissioners last year for two New Path campuses for juvenile offenders, Herenton made
much the same point – that the Somerville
center consists mainly of children from
Memphis and that they and their families

would be better served in Memphis. He
also said the lack of a Memphis center
represented a flow of approximately $17
million in state revenues that go to Somerville instead of Memphis.
Michael is also no fan of the trip to
Somerville, saying children from Memphis sent to Wilder “might as well be on
the moon.”
Last year’s commission discussion
included some general support but also
some sharp differences when commissioner David Reaves questioned Herenton
closely on the school at Northside and a
charter school run by Herenton that closed
shortly after they opened when they didn’t
draw enough enrollment.
Council members had little to say
about the new proposal Tuesday and
asked no questions of Herenton. Herenton passed out written material on the
proposal as well as his more general call
for $2.5 million in city funds to match New
Path funding for a longer-range plan with
Shelby County Schools for two prekindergarten centers in the Whitehaven and
Frayser areas. And he urged the council
members to read over it at their leisure.
City chief operating officer Doug McGowen said the city’s real estate division is
doing “background work” on Herenton’s
request for the inspection station on the
way to some kind of asking price.
“They are in the process right now

of trying to understand what the market
value is and what its needs are,” he said.
“We’ll do everything we can to be as accommodating as we can. … I’m sure the
dialogue will continue after that as far as
what the needs are.”

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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real estate recap

Memphis Music Initiative Picks Old Firehouse
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

198 DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
AVE. MEMPHIS, TN 38103
TENANT: Memphis Music Initiative
TENANT’S AGENT: Darrell Cobbins,
Universal Commercial Real Estate
LANDLORD: Orgel Family LP
LANDLORD’S AGENT: Benjamin
Orgel and Adam Slovis, Slovis & Associates
DETAILS: The old firehouse at the
corner of B.B. King Boulevard and
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue
has gone through many incarnations
since the 1800s, including stints as a
recording studio, nightclub and popup beer garden.
Now it can add one more to the list –
office.
The Memphis Music Initiative (MMI),
a local nonprofit organization, recently signed a 10,000-square-foot lease to
move its headquarters into the iconic
Downtown structure, marking a new

chapter in the building’s long history.
Darrell Cobbins, president and CEO
of Universal Commercial Real Estate
LLC, represented MMI in the deal,
while Benjamin Orgel and Adam
Slovis represented the landlord, Orgel
Family LP.
“I think it’s a big win for Downtown
Memphis,” Cobbins said. “That particular location has been sitting there for
a long, long time.”
Prior to the move, the 2-year-old music
education-oriented nonprofit was
being incubated at ArtsMemphis’ 575
S. Mendenhall Road location.
“They wanted to be in a unique urban
setting, so we looked a lot in Downtown and Midtown,” Cobbins said.
“We identified different options for
them, but we kind of stumbled across
the firehouse. We were thinking about
it more as a long shot, because it’s
never been an office.”
Most recently the building was used
to host a summer-long pop-up beer
garden events in 2015 known as the
Memphis Fire Haus, which was geared
to raise awareness of the locale’s commercial viability.
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315 DANNY THOMAS PLACE
MEMPHIS, TN 38105
PERMIT AMOUNT: $1.1 million
APPLICATION DATE: July 2017
OWNER: St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital
TENANT: St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital
CONTRACTOR: Belz Construction
Services
DETAILS: St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital has filed a $1.1 million building permit application that calls for
interior renovations to install a new
nuclear magnetic resonance, or NMR,
laboratory.
NMR research can provide detailed
information on the magnetic properties of certain atomic nuclei.
Belz Construction Services is listed as
the contractor on the application filed
with the city-county Office of Construction Code Enforcement.
St. Jude is in the midst of a major
expansion of its Downtown campus,
part of a strategic plan announced
in 2015. The plan calls for St. Jude
and ALSAC, its fundraising and
awareness arm, to spend about $9
billion over six years on operations
and expanded facilities to increase
the number of patients treated by
20 percent, as well as expand global
efforts to help children.
1700 S. THIRD ST.
MEMPHIS, TN 38109
SALE AMOUNT: $1.1 million
SALE DATE: July 2017
BUYER: Edwards Steel Solutions
BUYER’S AGENT: Greg deWitt, Avison
Young
SELLER: B&C LLC
SELLER’S AGENT: Bruce Young,
Memphis Commercial & Industrial
Real Estate
DETAILS: Steel fabrication and
construction company Edwards
Steel Solutions has acquired a

207,995-square-foot industrial building at 1700 Third St. in a $1.1 million
deal.
Greg deWitt, vice president at Avison
Young, represented the buyer, while
Bruce Young with Memphis Commercial & Industrial Real Estate represented the seller, B&C LLC.
Located on nearly 9 acres in Southeast
Memphis, Edwards Steel Solutions
will occupy roughly 86 percent of
the site to fabricate steel that will be
mainly used in the construction of
multifamily housing.
Currently, the site features 13 exterior dock doors, 17- to 24-foot ceiling
heights and 40 parking spaces, but
Edwards Steel plans to overhaul the
sprinkler systems, lighting and office
portion of the facility.
254 COURT AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38103
SALE DATE: July 2017
SELLER’S AGENTS: Alex Stringfellow
and Ron Riley, Colliers International
BUYER: Cutler Property Group
DETAILS: Cutler Property Group, a
Montreal-based real estate developer
and investor, has bought a 111-yearold Downtown office building, part
of the Canadian company’s plan to
acquire as much as $10 million of
property in the Memphis area.
Located at 254 Court Ave., the five-story building was constructed in 1906 as
the regional headquarters of the Crane
Co., and the 52,000-square-foot building and its 45-car adjacent parking lot
underwent an extensive renovation in
recent years.
Cutler tapped Alex Stringfellow and
Ron Riley of Colliers International
to handle the leasing. Riley said the
building is available for lease by floor
or in its entirety.
Since 1982, Cutler has purchased
and developed more than 1.5 million
square feet of commercial space in
Canada and the U.S.
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Baptist Opens Midtown Grief Center,
With Third Still to Come in Jonesboro
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp.
has opened a second grief center, an extension of the grief counseling and related
services the hospital has offered for years
and is now in the process of expanding.
A third grief center planned for Jonesboro, Arkansas, is also on the way a few
months from now.
The newest, in Midtown on the
grounds of Idlewild Presbyterian Church,
is the Kemmons Wilson Family Center
for Good Grief, Milla’s House – named in
memory of Milla Gieselmann, the 6-yearold daughter of Memphis couple Frazer
and Dana Gieselmann.
Milla died in November three weeks
after her sixth birthday from Batten
disease, an inherited neurodegenerative
disorder for which there is no cure. Her
family turned to Baptist’s grief services
to help them navigate the emotional and
spiritual pain of their loss.
Milla’s father, Frazer, said the grief
center has been essential to his extended
family and close friends, as well. And,

“

Through tragedy, God is
able to create something
beautiful.”
–Jason Little,

CEO
Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp.

Visitors gather after the opening of the Kemmons Wilson Family Center for Good Grief, Milla’s House, located behind Idlewild
Presbyterian Church. The center is part of a Baptist Memorial Health Care initiative to expand grief services. (Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

fittingly, Milla’s parents were on hand
Wednesday, July 26, to pay tribute to their
daughter and to mark the formal opening
of the center that will preserve her legacy
and offer a helping hand to parents and
anyone likewise dealing with the loss of
a loved one.
“Through tragedy, God is able to
create something beautiful,” said Baptist CEO Jason Little, who quoted Psalm
34:18 during a reflective gathering in the
Idlewild sanctuary:

One of the therapy rooms inside the Kemmons Wilson Family Center for Good Grief,
Milla’s House. Baptist will open its third center in Jonesboro soon. (Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.”
Baptist opened the first grief center,
the Kemmons Wilson Family Center for
Good Grief, in Collierville in 2005. The organization also spearheaded a grief camp
for children, Camp Good Grief, in 1999.
Services provided at the centers include counseling, camps and workshops.
And so far this year, according to Little,
Baptist has provided such services for
more than 4,000 people.
“Grief is the most universal experience
there is,” said Baptist’s executive director
of bereavement, Angela Hamblen Kelly.
“Yet we live in a world where people try
to get over it quickly or get over it alone.”
Baptist’s grief centers are open to
everyone, she continued. As a tangible
representation of that fact, she pointed
out that attendees would each receive a
key at the conclusion of the opening of
the new center.
“There is a light,” she said. “There is
hope out there.”
The opportunity to open a new grief
center in Midtown came when Idlewild
was given a house by one of its parishioners. The church let the hospital know
they’d like to share it with Baptist. It is the
kind of arrangement that makes Baptist’s
grief centers – which are free and funded
through grants and donations – possible.
Still to come, in October, is the opening of Baptist’s next grief center in

Jonesboro, where the organization also
operates the NEA Baptist Memorial Hospital. Once it’s open, there will be three
Baptist grief centers operating within a
75-mile radius.
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the tipping point

Cherry Invests in Culture and Community

KIM CHERRY
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to the Memphis News

What do you want to be when
you grow up? It’s a question
commonly asked of children,
with a slate of common answers:
doctor, teacher, astronaut.
Ask Kim Cherry, executive
vice president of corporate com-

(Ziggy Mack)

munications at First Tennessee
Bank, what she wanted to be
when she grew up, and the answer is a bit less standard.
“I was in the ninth grade,”
she says, “when I decided that
I wanted to run corporate communications for First Tennessee.”
A daughter of two schoolteachers, Cherry had written a
school term paper that came
back with high praise. Hearing
about the paper, her aunt told
Cherry about her own career
– managing corporate communications for First Tennessee.
Looking up to her aunt – an independent, beautiful, intelligent

woman – Cherry set her sights,
“and lo and behold, all these
years later, here I am.”
Cherry has been with First
Tennessee for 31 years now. After starting as an intern, she has
ascended the corporate ladder.
She’s responsible for a team
of people – “smart, interesting
people who every day try to do
the right things for the right reasons” – managing the company’s
reputation, as it’s perceived by
both existing and potential employees and customers.
“Our money is no greener
than anyone else’s,” Cherry
recognizes. What set the company apart, in her view, are the
people – the human connections
possible at a regional bank, and
the strong internal culture that
the company works to maintain.
Cherry is co-executive leader of First Tennessee’s culture
council – a group that “takes
inventory of the culture.” The
council is composed of employees from diverse geographic areas, departments, backgrounds
and degrees of seniority who
gather to “talk about what’s
working, what’s not, what we can
do better.”
She mentions a facet of the
company’s culture that sets it
apart: be here now. A phrase
borrowed from yogi Ram Dass’
1971 book of the same name, be

here now is a reminder at First
Tennessee for team members to
“be at home when we need to be
at home, and at work when we
need to be at work.” When her
son, now 24, was born, Cherry
was one of the bank’s first employees to telecommute a few
days each week.
Cherry uses the expertise
gleaned from her years at the
bank to give back to the Memphis community in ways that
align with her priorities. Passionate about financial literacy
and empowerment, spirituality
and sports, Cherry serves on
the boards of Memphis Athletic
Ministries, BRIDGES and Junior
Achievement.
Financial literacy in particular is an area where she sees
profound opportunity.
“Why aren’t we teaching
reading, writing, arithmetic, and
financial literacy?” she wonders,
noting that Tennessee schools
have made strides in the area in
recent years.
But education isn’t confined
to the typical school years, in
Cherry’s “Presbyterian throughand-through” mindset. She’s
finishing a master’s thesis at the
University of Missouri School
of Journalism – not for career
advancement, but because continued learning “makes me a
more informed representative of

First Tennessee, and makes me a
better mentor for young people.”
And because, she says, “It’s just
amazing what you can learn in
the process of learning.”
At heart still the curious student who wrote a remarkable
ninth-grade term paper, Cherry
believes in learning as a perpetual process. And the company
where she’s worked these 31
years evolves along with her.
“The culture will still exist 10
years from now, but it will evolve
as the world changes and the
industry changes.”
Cherry takes pride in the
sterling reputation of First Tennessee – especially in a marketplace populated by ever more
informed consumers and employees, where “more people
have a voice, have a say, are
able to influence behaviors and
outcomes.”
Ninth-grade Kim Cherry
could not have anticipated how
the world of corporate communications would evolve, from
snail mail to Snapchat, from fax
machines to Facebook. But from
her vantage today, Cherry sees
endless possibilities – all while
being here, now.
Kim Cherry is a graduate of
the New Memphis Leadership
Develop Intensive. Learn more
at newmemphis.org.
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Kellogg Cutting 117 Jobs at Rossville Plant
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Kellogg Co. has informed state
officials that it will permanently
lay off 117 workers at its Eggo
plant at 585 Morrison Road in
Rossville.
The job cuts at the Fayette
County facility will occur between
Sept. 24 and Dec. 3, according
to a Worker Adjustment and
Retraining Notification (WARN)
Act notice filed July 20 with the
Tennessee Department of Labor
and Workforce Development.
The 117 layoffs are fewer than
Kellogg originally said it would cut

at the Rossville plant. The Battle
Creek, Michigan-based company
had told employees in June 2016
it would eliminate 155 of the facility’s 410 jobs by the end of 2017
as it closed some less-efficient
production lines there.
Kellogg told The Memphis
News the July 20 WARN notice
was “simply fulfilling our legal
obligation to file” with the state.
“As part of Project K – our
global four-year efficiency and
effectiveness program – we continue to better align our global
supply chain assets with marketplace trends and customer
requirements,” the company
said. “At our Rossville plant, that
meant informing employees last

year that we intended to eliminate
some production capacity there
by the end of 2017.”
The WARN notice about the
Rossville cuts comes less than two
months after Kellogg told state
officials it planned to close
its Memphis snack-distribution facility, located at 1751 Shelby
Oaks Drive, by July 29,
resulting in 172 layoffs.
The closure of the Memphis facility stemmed from Kellogg shifting its snacks distribution to a warehouse model used
by other segments of its U.S.
business. That change, which is
also part of the Project K plan,
relocates inventory from distribu-

tion centers, such as the Memphis
facility, to retailers’ warehouses.
Project K is the largest restructuring program in Kellogg’s history, according to the company.

“Initially a four-year program,
the cost reduction elements were
principally related to restructuring our supply chain network, and
moving transactional processes
to a shared-services model,”

Kellogg chairman and CEO John
Bryant said in a Feb. 22 letter to
shareholders.
Bryant went on to say his
company expects the annual cost
savings generated from Project K
will be approximately $600
million to $700 million
in 2019.
Kellogg produces
more than $13 billion
in annual revenues,
sells food in 180 countries
and employs more than 37,000
workers worldwide.
In addition to the Rossville
Eggo plant, the company operates
a cereal manufacturing facility
at 2168 Frisco Ave. in southeast
Memphis.
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Democratic Party Reorganized With
New Leaders, Still Faces Challenges

One of the caucuses at the Saturday, July 22, local Democratic Party convention. The
caucuses to pick the party’s new governing body were selected by Shelby County
Commission districts.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The Shelby County Democratic Party
is almost back as a reconstituted organization and it has a lot of new blood as well
as new rules.
But the final verdict on the party’s effectiveness in a county where Democrats
are the majority is still out even after the
Saturday, July 22, party convention.
Still to come in August is the election
of a new party chairman that attorney
David Cocke, one of those appointed by
the Tennessee Democratic Party to set the
new ground rules for the party, says should
have “a broad appeal.”
“I challenge you. We cannot be complacent on this,” Cocke told several hundred
people who gathered for the convention at
Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church.
At the convention, 102 citizens were
elected to the local party’s new Grass Roots
Council and 26 of those 102 to the its executive committee.
The challenge for Democrats is more
than what is seen as the traditional role of
the local parties – Democratic and Republican – to get their respective nominees
elected to office.
“The world changed November 8,” is
how state executive committee member
Dave Cambron put it, referring to the
presidential general election. Cambron was
among the local Democrats appointed by
Tennessee Democratic Party chairwoman
Mary Mancini to set the ground rules for
the reorganization.
While Tennessee and its 11 electoral
votes went to Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump in November,
Shelby County was carried by Democratic
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton.
Yet the local Democratic Party lost
every countywide partisan race in the 2010

county elections and all but one in the 2014
county elections. The 2018 cycle of county
elections is expected to be a focus of both
the party’s executive committee and the
grass roots council.
Mancini told those at the convention
that Shelby County has “a majority like
nowhere else” in the state.
“You are the strongest Democratic city
in the state and we need you so much,”
she said.
Attorney Carlissa Shaw, who co-chaired
the party’s reorganization and Saturday’s
convention with Cocke, was on the old local
executive committee for several months
before it was disbanded, and she was open
about her discontent.
“I openly criticized its effectiveness,
lack of strategy and ability to mobilize in
local elections,” she told those at the convention. “There are people who are much
like me who do not like meetings. I don’t
care about budgets. I don’t care about
minutes. It just seems really trivial to me.
But I care about work. I care about issues.
I care about the aquifer. I care about fight
for $15. I care about issues.”
And represented in the new local party
structure are several alliances built around
issues instead of grooming candidates. That
includes the group “Indivisible Memphis”
whose goal is “resisting the Trump agenda
in West Tennessee.” Another includes leaders from some of last year’s local protects,
from the “Fight for $15” group pushing for
a higher minimum wage to the Graceland
protests last July and August.
Some remain a bit skeptical about what
happens beyond the convention. Shaw said
she understands the skepticism even as she
is blunt about what the party is and isn’t
going forward.
“We’re not restarting the old party. All
of those things that people had issues with
last year, 15 years ago, maybe 25 years ago
that made you stop coming to meetings

– this is a new day. This is a new age for
the Shelby County Democratic Party,” she
said to applause. “It’s multi-cultural. It’s
multi-generational. We don’t care about
your sexual orientation. We’re Democrats.
And through and through we all bleed
blue.”
Cocke, who was local party chairman
long ago, challenged the new local party
to “meet these Republicans and independents and Trump supporters where they
are and flip them and turn them and convince them the Democratic Party stands
for them.”
But he was quick to add that crossover
appeal has its limits and there will likely be
challenges to Democratic elected officials
who seem to be crossing over the other way.
It’s something Shaw and younger
Democrats who are part of the party’s reformation are adamant about.
“We’re not just making sure we have
Democrats in office – but once we get there
that we hold them accountable,” she said.
“If they are voting like Republicans, they
are not Democrats.”
The local party that was disbanded last
August dismissed any kind of crossover
strategy for local candidates under the
Democratic banner. To them, Democrats
were the majority and that was enough.
The old local party also sanctioned
several prominent Democrats, including
former chairmen, for supporting Republican candidates, and for dismissing some
incumbent judges in nonpartisan races
seeking an official party endorsement if
they had voted in any Republican primaries
in the past.
But Shaw said too often those discussions became about “petty politics” and
rules of procedure.
The Saturday gathering featured few of
the long-time veterans of the local Democratic Party. Only a handful were elected

EMPHASIS
ISSUES

in the caucuses. Most were activists new to
the party and to political activity who have
become active since the Nov. 8 presidential
election.
Among the veterans of the local executive committee not present was Del Gill,
who was the most vocal critic of the state
party’s decision to do away with the local
party.
Gill had been on the executive committee dating back to the mid-1980s. He
proposed pursuing a criminal investigation
of local party chairman Bryan Carson, who
later resigned, over local party funds that
weren’t accounted for.
A majority vote by the executive committee in favor of Gill’s proposal was the
event that triggered the state party’s decision to dissolve the local party.
“You’ve got David Cocke and a bunch
of millennials,” Gill said in advance of the
Saturday convention when asked if he
would be attending. “It’s not going to work.
It’s not going to sell in Shelby County. …
They are not going to prevail.”
Selection of the new local party chairman Aug. 5 is a critical next step for the
party. There are at least five contenders
for the chairmanship, but could be more
by a Wednesday 5 p.m. deadline to notify
leaders of the party reorganization of their
intention to run.
The five mentioned at Saturday’s
convention are Thurston Smith, who ran
for Memphis City Council in the 2015
elections; Ken Taylor, director of the Beale
Street Merchant’s Association; Larry Pivnick, emeritus University of Memphis law
professor and past candidate for U.S. Congress; Grace Weil, director of development
at Planned Parenthood Greater Memphis
Region; and Corey Strong, Shelby County
Schools special projects director who is on
the state Democratic Executive Committee
and was involved in the reorganization.

Contact us for
information on how
to advertise your
business.
901.528.8122

What’s Coming Up
August 11

Women & Business

August 18

Commercial Real Estate

August 25

Insurance

www.thememphisnews.com

14 July 28-August 3, 2017

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

The Memphis News: Q2 Economic Overview
A quick look at key economic indicators from a range of industries, including real estate, finance and transportation
REAL ESTATE
Commercial Sales: Number and total volume*

Residential Sales: Number and average price*

New Home Permits: Number and average price*

5,094
228

$169,488

243

$414.1M

$336,908

*Data include all sales and permits in Shelby County. Source: Chandler Reports, chandlerreports.com

FIVE BIG DEALS
1. Sheraton Downtown Sells for $67M

LOGISTICS, TRANSPORTATION AND MANUFACTURING
Purchasing Managers Index

Freight Transportation Services Index

A PMI reading above 50 percent indicates that the
manufacturing economy is generally expanding; below 50
percent that it is generally declining. Source: Institute for
Supply Management

*Most recent figure available. The Transportation Services Index
(TSI) is a measure of the month-to-month changes in the output
of services provided by the for-hire transportation industries.
Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics

Host Hotels & Resorts sold the Sheraton Memphis
Downtown hotel for $67 million to LMS Real Estate Investment Management, a joint venture between Schulte
Hospitality Group and Starwood Capital Group. LMS
leaders told City Council members the hotel, which is
connected to the Cook Convention Center, will remain a
Sheraton despite earlier talks about returning to a Marriott flag.

2. Sediver Opens $15M West Memphis
Manufacturing Facility
Sediver USA cut the ribbon on its $15 million West Memphis facility, where the company manufactures toughened glass insulators for high-voltage transmission lines.
The plant is Paris, France-based Sediver's first production investment in the U.S. in nearly two decades.

3. Airport-Area Industrial Portfolio
Acquired for $33.1 Million
Faropoint Ventures bought the 1.1 million-square-foot
Memphis International Airport Center from Connecticutbased private equity firm Greenfield Partners LLC for
$33.1 million. The nine-building industrial portfolio sits
within a 133-acre industrial and flex-space park.

4. NouriTech Breaks Ground on Gas
Fermentation Facility

Memphis International Airport
Total Passengers
(enplaned and deplaned)

NouriTech, a joint venture between Cargill and Calysta,
broke ground on a 37-acre Presidents Island gas fermentation facility, which will be the world's largest of its kind
upon completion. The facility will produce FeedKind, a
sustainable source of protein to be used for fish, livestock and pets.

5. Germantown Village Square Sells
For $29.3 Million
Florida-based private equity firm PEBB Enterprises
acquired Germantown Village Square for $29.3 million
from a Boyle Investment Co. real estate investment fund.
Boyle will continue to handle leasing and management
of the two-story, mixed-use center, which was built as an
enclosed mall in 1973 and was “de-malled” in 1985.

Total Cargo Handled
(lbs.)

Source: Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority

*Most recent figures available
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WALL STREET

Fred's Inc.

Wright Medical Group

FedEx Corp.

AutoZone Inc.

Five-year weekly stock charts from four Memphis-based public companies*

ABB Ltd.

Kellogg Inc.

Raymond James Financial Inc.

Sears Holding Corp.

Five-year weekly stock charts from four companies with large local presence*

HUMAN RESOURCES

*Most recent figures available

643,500

*Most recent figures available

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

4.1%

Memphis MSA Total Nonfarm Employment
Source: Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development

Memphis MSA Unemployment Rate
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Revival of Ranked Choice Voting
Marks Phillips’ Attention to Detail

Voters make their choices at Mississippi Boulevard Church. Ranked Choice Voting
could be operational for the 2019 city council elections.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The use of Ranked Choice Voting or
instant-runoff voting in Memphis elections
was a moot point even before Memphis
voters approved it in 2008 in a city charter
amendment.
The Shelby County Election Commission had concluded before the charter
referendum that its voting systems couldn’t
accommodate a method of voting that
ranked candidates in a single race by a
voter’s preference, instead of a voter picking
one and only one candidate.
There were also some different descriptions of how RCV or IRV would work, including the idea that voters would number
their choices.
Nine years later, a relatively new county
elections administrator has contradicted
that saying it is possible with the existing
touch-screen voting machines and could
start with the 2019 Memphis elections depending on policy and procedural decisions
still to be made by others.
Linda Phillips, who became elections

administrator in June 2016, is an admitted
“technical geek” who came to Memphis
from running elections in Tippecanoe
County, Indiana, and has a broad knowledge of evolving election technology.
For about a year she has immersed
herself in Tennessee election law, too, and
made changes accordingly.
The election commission website,
www.shelbyvote.com, now shows there
are 507,846 voters on the rolls in Shelby
County. That’s compared to about 570,000
earlier this year. The dramatic drop was
one of the rallying points by state Sen. Lee
Harris of Memphis and other Democrats to
organize the new Tennessee Voter Project
political action committee.
Phillips said of the 65,261 inactive
voters, 24,532 were recently purged from
the county voter rolls after the election
commission went through the set of notifications required.
“No, we really didn’t just have 40,000
voters disappear,” she told election commissioners of the remaining inactive voters
still on the rolls and still able to vote once
they verify their addresses.
Phillips said state law requires election
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City’s 3.0 Plan Aims
To Reverse Random
Development

Memphis-Shelby County Juvenile Court Judge Dan Michael
acknowledged Monday, July 24,
that the court still has a problem
with disproportionate minority

contact. That is African-American
youth who not only show up in the
court more often than white youth,
but get disproportionately harsher
punishments and are more likely
to be transferred for trial as adults
than white children charged with
the same offenses.

But in his first comments on
the move by him, Shelby County
Mayor Mark Luttrell and Shelby
County Sheriff Bill Oldham to end
U.S. Justice Department oversight
of the court, Michael accused DOJ
and its monitors of “moving the
goal posts” on terms of the 2012

om
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Plans for the Malco Powerhouse Cinema have
shifted after projected costs for the initial proposal
came back too high. Rooftop screens were moved
to the ground floor, though a retractable screen
will
still allow for movies to be shown outside.
(Malco)

EMPHASIS: CONSTRUCTION

JODY CALLAHAN

Special to The Daily News

The Malco Powerhouse Cinema proposed for
Downtown’s South Main Historic Arts District
is
still a go, despite delays that have already pushed
it well past its expected opening day.
But the roughly $8 million project is going
to look a little different than initially proposed,
Malco officials disclosed recently, due to projected
costs that came back much too high.
“We developed a whole set of plans that involved a lot of stuff that became unfeasible
for

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

us,” Malco executive vice president Jimmy Tashie
said. “That became beyond our reach.”
The seven-screen theater at 45 G.E. Patterson
Ave. will be part of the $55 million Central Station
project, which also includes apartments as well
as
the redevelopment of the former train station into
a boutique hotel.
Taking its name from the former power plant
that served Central Station during its heyday as
a
train depot, the Powerhouse Cinema will stretch
west along Patterson from near the Central

Among the thousands of people on Beale Street Saturday night
after 11 p.m. were three Memphis
City Council members and six
Beale Street Task Force members.
The nine took in some of the
late night revelry, stopping at several nightspots. But for the most
part, they paid close attention to
the entertainment district’s recently modified cover charge and
the five checkpoints to enter and
exit Beale Street on Saturday evenings in the spring and summer.
The task force is to make recommendations to the full city
council on alternatives to the
cover charge as a crowd-control
measure.
“Look at the line and look at
the time,” council chairman Berlin Boyd said at 11 minutes past
midnight, pointing to a long checkpoint line at Beale and B.B. King
Boulevard by FedExForum.
The line hadn’t been there an
hour earlier when the group met
at the intersection to begin their
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decisions to be made, is how to count the
votes.
Manual data entry would require a state
certification of the software used to count
votes that way, or it could be done by hand
counting the ballots. Phillips says the hand
counting would be “fast or faster than data
entry … and more transparent.”
So, with some policy decisions by the
election commission and city leaders, this
could be on the ballot in 2019. And there is
even a possibility it could apply to all council races, not just the seven single-member
council districts.
There will be an internal mock election
using the RCV method later this year to test
out counting and other procedures.
The earliest election that new voting
machines would be in place here would
be the 2022 midterm elections, with those
machines bought in 2021.
City council members will likely want
to everything, including the basic premise
of the 2008 charter amendment.
Two years after another of those charter amendments was in place, the council
undid it. That amendment had moved city
elections to even-year cycles and staggered
city council terms so that six seats are on the
ballot in one even-year cycle and the other
seven seats two years later.
Council members led by then-council
member Jim Strickland put a repeal of
that amendment on the 2010 ballot and
the same voters who approved the change
repealed it just a year before the transition.
The amendment change approved in
2008 was supported by 72 percent of voters.
Two years later, 74.8 percent of voters chose
to repeal it.
It’s not the only example of a charter
amendment specifically undoing an earlier
charter amendment either.
There have been three city charter
amendments in the last 13 years on setting different residency requirements for
city government employees, starting with
a 2004 amendment approved by voters
requiring city employees to live in the city.
The current requirement is that they live
within Shelby County.

commissions to show a vote count that is
active voters only. The inactive voter total
is still on the election commission website,
“but you really have to dig for it,” Phillips
said.
“I thought it was kind of a dumb distinction,” she added. “That section of the code
primarily impacts how much equipment
that you can buy or how much you deploy
on election day. Statistically speaking, an
inactive voter is not as likely to vote. Only
a very few number of them vote. And that
impacts us when we go to buy equipment.”
But, Phillips also pointed out that the
number of inactive voters is combined with
the active voters when it comes to determining how many signatures are needed on
a petition to put a referendum on the ballot.
“I don’t make this stuff up, really,” she
said.
With state Sen. Mark Norris’ nomination to be a federal judge not yet in the
U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee, Phillips
is already preparing for a vacant Senate
seat in his district. She told the election
commission there will have to be a special
election if Norris is confirmed and leaves his
Senate seat before Nov. 6. If it’s after that,
the race goes on the 2018 ballot.
When it comes to IRV and RCV, Phillips uses the term Ranked Choice Voting
but describes a general process that the
proponents of it in 2008 called Instant
Runoff Voting. But she says the vote count
would not be instant and would likely take
several days.
Phillips outlined the view of an election
ballot that is three columns horizontally,
each with the same list of candidates for
the same city council seat. The first column
would be voters’ first choice, the second column their second choice and third column,
their third preference.
With that configuration, she says it
would be possible to have RCV in the 2019
city council races on touch-screen machines. And under terms of the 2008 charter
amendment, the method is to be used in
the next city election in which it is judged
practicable.
The question, and one of several key

Studio Gang envisions
a different
connecting the
land masses and look for the riverfront near
shops adorning
Mud
the cobbleston Island, with many more
trees, a bridge
e area west of
Front Street.
(Studio
DOWNTOW

Gang)

N

presentation
BILL DRIES
Tuesday, July
bdries@memp
18, she included
hisdailynews.
slide of the early
com
a
20th century
The Memphis
riverfront and
noted that all
riverfront is
of the major landmarks
hardly a blank
canvas. But you
would never know
there in one form
are still
number of plans
that from the
or another.
there have been
A pedestrian
decades to make
bridge between
over several
tip of Mud Island
the southern
it
the city – to borrow more of a “front door” for
and Riverside
pedestrian use
Drive, more
of Riverside Drive,
few of those reports.a phrase from more than a
Tom Lee Park
and greater access a pavilion at
When Gia Biagi,
the
to the edge of
Mississippi River
principal of Studio
the Chicago
are among the
Gang, of a
design
elements
concept that
with a new riverfront firm that has come up
Biagi coined
simply and at
concept plan,
made her
RIVERFRONT

memphisdailynew
s.com
facebook.com/M
emphisDailyNew
s
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

CONTINUED ON

©2017 The Daily

News Publishing

P6

ON P5

RECORDS
NOTICES
Bankruptcies .........................
..10
Building Permits
.....................13 Bid Notices .............................
23
Business Licenses
...................11 Court Notices .........................
Court Filings .........................
21
Foreclosures .........................
Real Estate Transactions .....9
...18
.....13 Misc. Notices
......................... 23

Company • Memphis,

Tennessee • Established

com

“Remember this
bate about Ranked is not a deChoice Voting,” Phillips
said at the outset
of the presentatio
n. “The voters
spoke.”

City voters approved
city charter amendmen a 2008
t allowing for “instant
runoff voting”
as part of a package
of charter
VOTE CONTINUED

INSIDE
NEWS
Daily Digest.........................
..... 4
Events & Announcem
ents... 4

hisdailynews.

The Shelby County
Election
Commission
could hold a public
mock election
of what is called
Ranked Choice
Voting in 2019,
ahead of city
of Memphis
elections that year.
But the earliest
the election commissio
n could move
to
new machines
that would provide such an
option is the
2022
elections, says
Shelby County
Elections Administr
ator Linda
Phillips. And
that’s provided
the
state certifies
the use of a voting
system that includes
which it currently the option,
doesn’t.
Phillips briefed
election commissioners and
the public Tuesday, July 18,
on the option
that
is a part of the
city of Memphis
charter.

1886 • 132nd year

• Call 901.523.1561

to subscribe

Covering Memphis Since 1886 • www.memphisdailynews.com

www.thememphisnews.com

July 28-August 3, 2017 17

BEALE STREET

City Task Force Experiences Saturday
Crowds on Beale Street Up Close
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Among the thousands of people
on Beale Street Saturday night after 11
p.m. were three Memphis City Council
members and six Beale Street Task Force
members.
The nine took in some of the late night
revelry, stopping at several nightspots.
But for the most part, they paid close
attention to the entertainment district’s
recently modified cover charge and the
five checkpoints to enter and exit Beale
Street on Saturday evenings in the spring
and summer.
The task force is to make recommendations to the full city council on alterna-

“

I did not realize the lines
were this long. I do feel safe.”
–Frank Colvett,

Memphis City Council member;
Beale Street Task Force member

tives to the cover charge as a crowd-control measure.
“Look at the line and look at the time,”
council chairman Berlin Boyd said at 11
minutes past midnight, pointing to a long
checkpoint line at Beale and B.B. King
Boulevard by FedExForum.
The line hadn’t been there an hour
earlier when the group met at the intersection to begin their look around.
“This is a light night,” said police
Maj. Chris Moffatt, who heads the police
operation on Beale Street and knows the
different waves that come as it gets later.
“At 2 a.m. it looks a little different.”
Past midnight there were two long
lines on B.B. King south of Beale. One was
to get on the street. The other was from
the oyster bar entrance to Silky O’Sullivan’s to the bar and restaurant and from
there into the district.
Those in the Silky’s line also pay the
$5 cover enacted by the council in June.
The council reduced a $10 cover instituted
last summer by the Downtown Memphis
Commission that came with $8 in rebate
coupons that could be spent in Beale
Street businesses.
Joellyn Sullivan, owner of Silky O’Sullivan’s and a member of the task force,
has been the most vocal advocate of the
$10 cover with coupons as effective crowd
control.

She told council member Frank Colvett that her business had a “VIP line”
for last year’s Southern Heritage Classic
where Jackson State and Tennessee State
alum with tickets from the football game
were given immediate entrance to Silky’s
and onto the street with no cover. She
would like to do it for Redbirds games and
similar events.
“They are already invested,” she said
of those kinds of customers.
Sullivan says those kinds of customers
are more likely to spend money in the
district. But to Boyd, it points to different
enforcement of the cover charge and
rebate policy.
“Every club on the street has not
honored that $8 voucher in the same
manner,” Boyd said earlier this month in
the council’s executive session. “There
were people paying $8 for a $2.50 receipt.
There were people told they could only
use the voucher for draft beers and you
did not have the discretion to actually go
and buy what you wanted.
“That was a big issue,” he said. “You
could not use the $8 voucher for cover
charges to enter into clubs. There was no
consistency. So if you spent $2.50 on a
soft drink you could not get change from
your $8 voucher. So you just lost $8 and
those clubs made a huge profit off that
$2.50 soft drink.”
At times, task force members split up
to talk one-on-one with business owners,
patrons and police.
Colvett said his “first blush reaction”
was: “I did not realize the lines were this
long. I do feel safe.”
As he talked Moffatt and other police
officers converged on the line opposite
the Silky’s line on B.B. King where a group
of five men walked past those in the line
in an attempt to cut line. The quiet but
noticeable police attention ended the
attempt with them walking away.
Toward the end of the evening, about
an hour later, Moffatt spotted a lone gate
crasher in an alley by the New Daisy who
immediately came out and walked out
the Fourth Street checkpoint with Moffatt
trailing him to make sure he left.
Colvett wants to find a way to increase
the number of police officers generally,
and in particular on Beale Street.
Moffatt said when the police force was
several hundred officers above its current
size of 1,900, Beale Street had enough officers. The Saturday night complement on
Beale is 14 officers and he hopes to beef
it up to 19 soon.
But there were different perspectives
from task force and council members
Saturday.
“You pay to walk around outdoors,”
council member Patrice Robinson said as
she took in one of several groups of people
line dancing on Beale Street itself.
Police Lt. Col. Keith Watson, who

City Council chairman Berlin Boyd, right, led the Beale Street Task Force on a Saturday night visit to Beale Street.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

heads the North Main precinct that includes Beale Street, looking at the same
line dance group between the Old Daisy
and Coyote Ugly close to 11:30 p.m. said,
“They are wearing clothes now.”
“Can y’all smell the marijuana?” Boyd
said as the group walked into Handy Park.
Boyd noted that police have parked a
patrol car by the fence on Peabody Place
to stop the abundance of fence climbers
Boyd and others on the task force mentioned last month.
Some clubs clandestinely offering to
let those standing in line at checkpoints
get in through their backdoors for a $20
cover are also among the issues the task
force is looking into.
Watson said alternatives are a more
reinforced fence that goes further out on
the sidewalk, or taking the fence down
and making that side of the park a larger
perimeter to be manned by more police
officers.
“It’s kind of a quagmire,” he told the
group. Watson and MPD Deputy Chief
Terry Landrum are also on the task force.
Boyd noticed a police officer in a car
with the windows up and the air conditioning on as the group walked by and
other police officers outside of their cars
staying close by their cars.
“They aren’t moving,” he said, noting
that there was more movement of police
along the street when Watson, Landrum
and Moffatt were walking with the task
force members.
Sandy Robertson, the owner of Alfred’s, told Colvett and Boyd to look at
how many of the customers had drinks
in their hands on the street. She said it
is fewer than when the vouchers were
offered and to her a sign that business on
the street has suffered with the $5 cover
charge.
Meanwhile, deputy city chief op-

erating officer Patrice Thomas noticed
that Alfred’s could have had a few more
customers and expressed concern that
a cover charge to get on the street and
then another one to get into the bar was
the reason.
A block away, The Green Room had
a packed dance floor with a line all the
way through Tin Roof to get into what is
essentially an annex to Tin Roof.
With one more trip to the eastern end
of the street to see “Miss Mickie” from
Holly Springs and Cuzins 3 on the stage
of Lew’s Blue Note Bar and Grill, Boyd
adjourned the meeting after telling the
group, “This has been a very entertaining
experience. From this point on, you are
on your own.”
It was seven minutes past 1 on Sunday
morning.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

City Master Plan Development Aims
To Reverse Random Development
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Not too far past a new generation of
civic plans is the filter of reality – what is
possible by a business bottom line.
At the outset of the still-forming Memphis 3.0 master development plan, the
reality without a plan is striking.
“One of the things that just kind of
floored us is for the most part, if you
break down the city into districts, there
were maybe four of 14 districts where 95
percent of new housing, new retail, new
office space was forecast over the next 25
years,” said John Zeanah, deputy director
of the Memphis and Shelby County Division of Planning and Development, on the
WKNO/Channel 10 program “Behind The
Headlines.”
“And there were some districts where
there was hardly anything forecast in
terms of new development,” he added.
The program, hosted by Eric Barnes,
publisher of The Daily News, can be seen
on The Daily News Video page, video.
memphisdailynews.com.
Eric Robertson, president of Community LIFT, an organization that works with
community development corporations
across the city, said the 20-year Memphis
3.0 plan due in 2019 is an attempt to reverse what comes first in decisions that
are made that involve development.
“One of the reasons why we are even
having a Memphis 3.0 conversation … is
that we needed to not be randomly doing
things but thinking about how do these
things connect to an overall direction that
we are trying to move the city in,” he said.
“And right now that’s not very clear. If a
company calls, we welcome you, but it’s
not necessarily a part of our strategic plan.
And we hope to change that.”
Zeanah refers to it as creating a “culture of planning.”
Memphis 3.0 is looking at neighborhood development as well as the three
kinds of development that private investment and business can bring to scale
– residential, commercial and industrial.
Ashley Cash, city comprehensive planning administrator, led many of the public
input sessions that the plan organizers are
working their way through on the way to
individual plans.
“Without a plan or process in place
to have and facilitate those conversations, you may not get to that place that
Binghampton or Frayser have gotten to,”
she said.
Both areas have seen new plans for
retail featuring supermarkets or grocery
stores, which are among the items Cash
and Zeanah have heard is on the wish list
of several parts of the city.
“Grocery stores wind up being very
tricky,” Cash said, noting that despite
some talk of Frayser being a food desert,

the Hollywood and James
Road location for the Frayser
Gateway, is not a food desert.
“I don’t know why they call
it a food desert,” she said. “But
that’s an example of when you
talk with people, when you
look at the data, when you
look at trends and existing issues and existing opportunity
areas, then you can come up
with solutions.”
The solutions include issues like public transportation. Cash said there are
different outlooks depending
on where you live.

“People who were closer to
the core talked about efficiency and frequency,” she said.
“People who were much further out talked about options
and things like park and ride.”
Robertson said it’s not as
simple as picking one of many
projects or ideas at random to
pursue.
“At a high strategic level,
it’s not just developing the
medical district because we
need to develop the medical
district,” he said. “It needs to
be we are developing the medical district because we have

a larger economic strategy of
health. … We are investing in
Elvis Presley (Boulevard) in
Whitehaven because we have
a larger strategy of tourism.”
Zeanah said that means
creating markets where developers or site consultants might
not see a market at first glance.
“We’re trying to change
that potential future. We’re
trying to create markets in
those areas that haven’t been
– that have been areas of disinvestment for decades so that
we can get new opportunities
like the grocery store or new

retail,” he said. “It’s complicated in every place and it’s
a different solution in every
place. But I think the opportunity is to create how do we get
the right rules in place to drive
development in certain places
or limit it in certain places.”
Part of the mix is “incentives, strategies and subsidies,” he said, that “ultimately
make a market that is more
attractive to private capital to
come in so that we can start
seeing new rooftops and new
opportunity.”

G OV E R N M E N T

Ford, Robinson Offer Different
Views of Instant-Runoff Voting
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis City Council members
Edmund Ford Jr. and Patrice Robinson
have each been on the winning side of
a council runoff election and share a
district border along Elvis Presley Boulevard in Whitehaven.
But they have very different opinions about eliminating runoff elections
with instant-runoff or Ranked Choice
Voting (RCV).
Ford is opposed to the method.
“You are essentially letting a computer, instead of a set of constituents,
decide who should then be elected,”
Ford said, citing “collusion” in races in
other cities that use the method.
“Instead of one candidate running
himself or herself, you would get a
group of candidates making sure that
particular candidates do not make the
top three,” Ford added.
Robinson, however, says the general
idea is a good one.
“The computer doesn’t decide,”
she said. “Man makes the algorithm or
formula behind this.”
The Shelby County Election Commission is preparing to move to the new
way of voting in the 2019 city elections,
nine years after city voters approved
instant-runoff voting in a city charter
amendment.

The effect of that amendment has
been delayed for years because local
elections officials said the touch-screen
voting machines used in Shelby County
elections could not be adapted to permit voters to make several choices in a
single race that ranks them in order of
preference.
But elections administrator Linda
Phillips, who has been on the job about
a year, recently said the machines can
be adapted to fulfill the requirement
of the charter amendment. And she is
preparing to do just that, because the
charter amendment says instant-runoff elections are to be used in the next
election in which the technology can
be used.
In instant-runoff voting, the vote
count distributes the second and third
choices for a candidate with the lowest
total compared to other contenders,
until one of them gets a simple majority
of votes. It does not necessarily tally the
second and third preferences of every
voter unless it takes that to get one of
the top two contenders to a simple
majority.
Under Phillips’ scenario for how
such an election would be conducted, it
is possible the tally of second and third
voter choices would not be released
on election night, but days later after a
winner has been calculated.
“Do you really think you are going to
have the trust of the people when they

are not able to find out who won?” Ford
asked. “I think that for this city, you
would probably have trust being questioned and you would have collusion.”
Robinson said it comes down to
money for candidates and for taxpayers.
“You’ve got to raise money. You’ve
got to run a campaign and then you’ve
got to pay for the polls to be open if
you are the taxpayers,” she said. “I do
believe that we should be able to create
a way in which we can do both at the
same time. I have not seen the presentation. I don’t know what the algorithm
is. Until we see that we won’t know.”
Ford won election to the council
in a November 2007 runoff over James
O. Catchings by 95 votes in a runoff
that saw a turnout of 3,300 voters. The
runoff followed an October race with 11
candidates and 22,900 votes cast.
Robinson won her seat on the
council in the 2015 elections by 338
votes over Keith Williams with a runoff-election turnout of 1,748 voters.
That followed an October race with
seven candidates and a turnout of
11,400 voters.
The runoff provision applies only
to races for single-member city council
districts.
Currently, that means if no candidate in a race gets a simple majority
of votes cast, the two candidates with
the most votes go to a separate runoff
election.
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ServiceMaster Ousts Gillette As CEO,
Spinning Off Home Warranty Business

Rob Gillette has led ServiceMaster’s headquarters move to Downtown Memphis, but
the company’s board has decided to make a change at the top. (Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

To Memphians, Rob Gillette is the ServiceMaster Global Holdings Inc. leader who
moved the company’s headquarters from
East Memphis to Downtown and put the
old Peabody Place Mall back in use.
To investors and analysts, he was the
third CEO of the residential and commercial services company in six years trying to
find a new combination to make what are
now its seven companies work together

“

Following a careful and
thorough review of the
business, it’s clear that
ServiceMaster’s pest
control and home warranty
businesses have distinct,
separate opportunities for
profitable growth.”
–Mark Tomkins,

Chairman of the ServiceMaster board

more effectively with greater returns.
The seven is about to become six brands
with the simultaneous announcement
Wednesday, July 26, that the company intends to spin off its American Home Shield
home warranty business from the rest of
the portfolio by the third quarter of 2018.
The top half of that announcement is
that Gillette is out, effective immediately,
at ServiceMaster.
In announcing the change at the top,

the corporation
immediately
affirmed the
company’s ties
to Memphis.
“Both ServiceMaster and
AHS remain
committed
to Memphis,
Tennessee and
intend to mainROB GILLETTE
tain their headquarters there,”
the company press release read.
Nikhil Varty becomes CEO replacing
Gillette, according to a company press
release. Varty also takes a seat on the company’s board of directors.
Varty comes to ServiceMaster and
Memphis from being a partner in NOWUS
Capital of Denver. Before that he was Americas president and vice president of mergers
and acquisition for WABCO, capping 15
years in all with the global company that
makes technology for commercial vehicles.
Mark Tomkins, chairman of the ServiceMaster board, touted Varty’s “direct
experience developing and executing successful global business strategies, as well as
achieving record returns on investments
and delivering superior shareholder value
on a sustainable basis.”
The description could double as a
description of expectations the board and
shareholders have had for a company that
has struggled to keep all of its different
services meeting expectations and growing
simultaneously.
“Following a careful and thorough review of the business, it’s clear that ServiceMaster’s pest control and home warranty
businesses have distinct, separate opportunities for profitable growth,” Tomkins said.
That is a conclusion the company has
made several times in the last decade.

Patrick Spainhour, the CEO who moved
ServiceMaster’s headquarters to Memphis
from Downer’s Grove, Illinois, to have
closer ties with the business units already
in Memphis, was the last CEO to retire or
leave with some lead time to transition to
a successor.
Spainhour left in 2006 with plans
already in place to sell off the TruGreen
LandCare business for his successor, Hank
Mullany, who came to ServiceMaster from
Walmart for a two-year stay.
Mullany’s chief goal was to stabilize TruGreen, the remaining lawn care business,
once the landscaping business TruGreen
LandCare was out the door. Mullany did
that by attempting to move sales methods
from the more successful Terminix division
to TruGreen, even loaning the head of Terminix to TruGreen for a temporary stay that
turned out to be a permanent stay.
Gillette replaced Mullany and after settling in, he spun off TruGreen in 2014. Gillette also put all of the company’s services
that involve franchising under a Franchise
Services Group heading.

ServiceMaster is due for a quarterly
earnings call Monday, July 31, with investors and analysts to recap the second quarter, which could provide more insight on
what prompted the chief executive change
and what the plan is going forward.
The company’s first-quarter earnings
report in April showed American Home
Shield growing with a 17 percent year-overyear revenue increase and benefitting from
2016 acquisitions.
Terminix revenues were “comparable” to a year ago, with Gillette saying the
company was still working on improving
service delivery and the customer service
experience.
Franchise services showed 2 percent
revenue growth that was offset by the
conversion of the Merry Maids brand from
company-owned branches to franchises.
ServiceMaster said it will disclose
additional information regarding the
spinoff, including historical financial and
capitalization information, in a Form 10
registration statement to be filed later with
the Securities and Exchange Commission.

The Daily
News Online
Helps me protect my business by
reviewing court cases, judgments,
bankruptcy filings and more.

POWERED BY

WENDY GREENLAW
wendy@memphisdailynews.com
901-528-5273

www.thememphisnews.com

20 July 28-August 3, 2017

cover story

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

Fully Loaded

Industrial market sets tone, but all commercial sectors rising in Memphis MSA

PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

I
Improvements inside Clark Tower could help the office high-rise in the Poplar Avenue
Corridor land more tenants in the second half of 2017 and beyond.
(Jim Kiihnl)

t’s almost like the first half of 2017
was a decade in the making.
At least when it comes to commercial real estate.
Throughout all four major
sectors of the Memphis-area commercial real estate market – industrial,
office, retail and multifamily – figures
are consistently reaching or exceeding
pre-recession marks.
That’s not to say everything is perfect
in the Bluff City, as Memphis’ growth
curve lags that of many comparable cities,
but it is, however, a testament to the grit
and grind mentality the city is known for.
Of the main commercial real estate
sectors, industrial is where Memphis
and the Mid-South thrives, which is no
surprise given the area’s natural logistical
advantages.
Over the last 10 quarters, the Memphis metropolitan statistical area has

Construction is underway on a Nordstrom Rack department store at Poplar Commons, a new retail center being built at Poplar
and Perkins Road Extended where a former Sears store and auto center were razed. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

seen more than 17 million square feet
of absorption, according to CBRE’s second-quarter market report.
“As lease rates go up, it’s easier to
finance these buildings,” Jim Mercer,
senior vice president at CBRE, said.
“With that amount of absorption and
rates increasing, I think that’s why you’re
seeing these guys jump in here and start
construction.”
North Mississippi is leading the charge
with more than 4.2 million square feet
of speculative development currently
under construction. Of that 4.2 million,
more than 3.7 million square feet is under
construction in DeSoto County, with the
remaining 554,040 square feet under way
in Marshall County.
Five developers – Core 5, Hillwood,
Panattoni, IDI Gazeley and Johnson Development – are responsible for the majority of the current speculative activity.
“To have five developers all building
buildings over 500,000 square feet at
the same time is really exciting for our
market,” Colliers International CEO and
president of Brokerage Services, Andy
Cates, said. “I would imagine that a large
portion of those will have either full or
partial leasing by the end of 2017.”
According to CBRE’s market report,
the industrial sector experienced 1.2 million square feet of absorption in Q2 2017
and approximately 1.5 million square
feet of new bulk warehouse space was
completed.
Of that 1.5 million, Panattoni delivered
615,600 square feet in Gateway Global
Logistics Center in Marshall County that
was completely leased by McCormick &
Co. upon delivery. Hillwood delivered
947,620 square feet in the DeSoto Trade
Center, of which 517,000 square feet was
leased by IT and consumer electronics
distributor Synnex Corp.
“As far as where our rental rates and
operating expenses are, Memphis and
North Mississippi continue to be competitive across our peer cities and the
amount of developers building at once
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proves that,” Cates said.
According to Cushman & Wakefield/
Commercial Advisors’ second quarter
market report, the Southeast Memphis
submarket has reported the most leasing
activity this year with a total of 2.5 million
square feet, followed by DeSoto County
with 2.2 million square feet.
These two submarkets also recorded
the highest leases of the second quarter –
the aforementioned Synnex deal; Geodis’
392,220-square-foot lease in Stateline
Business Park Building D; Electrolux
Home Products’ 337,655 square feet at
4550 Swinnea Road in Memphis; and
Barrett Distribution’s 233,800-squarefoot lease in Southpoint XI, according to
Cushman & Wakefield.
Meanwhile, Mercer said there is also
an increase in demand for smaller tenants
in the 80,000- to 150,000-square-foot
range in North Mississippi as well.
“Next year, for sure, will not only be
the big-box buildings that we’ve seen,
but we’re also going to see more smaller
buildings built in Mississippi,” Mercer
said.
OFFICE MARKET
If the name of the game in the industrial market was speculative development,
in the office sector, it was musical chairs.
“The main forces right now are the
settling of the dust, if you will, of the
numerous large deals that have been
circling over the market for the first part
of the year,” CBRE senior vice president
Ron Kastner said.
Kastner was referring to the reshuffling of the corporate headquarters of
three Memphis companies – ServiceMaster Global Holdings, Sedgwick Claims
Management Services and Thomas & Betts Corp., the former of which kicked off the
dance when it announced it would move
out of its 860 Ridge Lake Blvd. location for
a new home in the former Peabody Place
Mall in Downtown Memphis.
Earlier this year, Sedgwick CMS
was the second piece to fall when it announced in February that it was moving
into Thomas & Betts’ headquarters at 8155
T&B Blvd. in Southwind.
The only catch was, Thomas & Betts
was still in there.
The stalemate carried on until June
when the Memphis-based electrical
components manufacturer announced
it would be moving into ServiceMaster’s
original Ridge Lake headquarters.
When Thomas & Betts went before the
Economic Development Growth Engine
for Memphis and Shelby County in July,
an official with EDGE said the county’s
ability to retain all three headquarters
saved more than 2,500 jobs and resulted
in more than $92 million in local investments.
“Meanwhile, you got your typical
second half of the year,” Kastner said.
“Third and fourth quarters are typically
pretty busy, and I see that happening
again this year.”
According to Cushman & Wakefield/
Commercial Advisors’ second-quarter
market report, 442,218 square feet of
office was absorbed during the last quarter, the majority of which was due to the
delivery of the largest single development
of office space in the market since Clark
Tower was completed in 1973 – Cross-

Crane operator Sabastian Crouch loads intermodal containers at Gateway Global Logistics Center.
town Concourse. Additionally, the state
of Tennessee notched the largest lease
transaction in the second quarter with a
9,553-square-foot lease at 1991 Corporate
Ave. in the Airport submarket.
Ron Riley, senior vice president of Colliers International’s Office Division, said
the overall volume of activity is similar to
pre-recession levels.
“Typically during the summer months,
a lag will occur because decision-makers
are out of pocket, but this summer we
have seen no lag,” Riley said.
Riley said Memphis is now on the radar of buyers that have traditionally not
been willing to consider secondary cities,
adding that several investment groups
new to Memphis have purchased office
product in the last 12 months.
According to Cushman & Wakefield’s
data, the two largest office sales were
notched by Nashville investor Priam
Capital, which snagged a 60,006-squarefoot building located at 8700 Winchester
Road for $8.3 million, and Primacy II, a
123,265-square-foot building for $16.6
million.
“For the second half of 2017, there
will be some pretty significant announcements of some high-profile tenants shuffling around in the market,” Riley said.
“Currently, we are tracking approximately
300,000 square feet of major tenants
larger than 15,000 square feet that are
in the marketplace, as well as a handful
of acquisitions with new-to-Memphis
investment groups.”
RETAIL MARKET
Technology, perhaps, has had the
most effect on development in the retail
sector.
Shifting demographics and spending
patterns have changed the way developers
look at new projects.
“You see that mixed-use and grocery-anchored retail are predominant
as far a new developments go,” Brian
Whaley, CBRE senior associate said, citing

(Memphis News/Alan Howell)

Multifamily housing units are plentiful in the South Main area of Downtown, but the
city would like to build more residential density in the city’s core. (Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

recent notable deals like Carter USA’s
mixed-use development in Germantown,
the proposed Belz development at Union
and McLean, and the Central Station
overhaul.
“I think it’s been a really healthy market the first half of the year and I think that
will continue on for the second half of the
year,” Whaley said.
The changing landscape of technology, Amazon’s ever-increasing influence
and the living habits of millennials, Whaley said, are some of the driving factors
behind the change in retail development.
“(Millennials) aren’t necessarily all
going to the Downtown-Midtown urban
core of the city,” he said. “They are also
going to the Germantowns and Lakelands
of the world, but when going there, they
are still also wanting the experiences you
get in Downtown and Midtown.”
Traditional grocery-anchored shopping centers are still regarded as relatively
safe investments, as most people still

prefer to get their produce and poultry
in person instead of off Amazon Prime.
“Those aren’t as affected by the
change of technology,” Whaley said.
“Same thing as with the mixed-use.”
According to Cushman & Wakefield’s
second quarter retail data, the Memphis
metro saw 230,145 square feet of leasing
activity for the second quarter, which
brings the yearly total to just under
700,000 square feet.
The North submarket, which includes
Millington and Raleigh, recorded the most
leasing activity for the quarter, followed
by the East, Midtown/Downtown, and
Southeast Memphis submarkets. The
North submarket also leads the way in
year-to-date activity, this time followed by
Southaven/Horn Lake/Hernando, Cordova and the East submarkets, respectively.
While retail activity unsurprisingly
is strong in the traditionally well-percommercial real estate continued on P36
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Board of Adjustment Rejects Plan To
Add Shipping Containers at Shell
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

A plan to add metal shipping containers
at the Levitt Shell has been rejected by the
Shelby County Board of Adjustment.
The board on Wednesday, July 26,
voted down the proposal submitted by
Levitt Shell officials, which called for using
shipping containers to permanently house
and consolidate the venue’s beverage and
merchandising operations.
A group of Midtown residents led by
Memphis Heritage executive director June
West spoke in opposition to the proposed
structures, arguing that they did not have
a place in the 116-year-old Overton Park.
Levitt Shell executive director Anne Pitts
told the board the project was part of the
shell’s second phase of renovations, which
began in 2016.
“Originally we were going to put a renovated and refurbished MATA trolley in that
area to serve beverages and concessions,

but as we got into that project, the trolley
did not serve our needs,” Pitts said. “The
structure of it was something that we felt
was going to ultimately unsafe for patrons,
so we were looking for something that
provided the design flexibility and would
be structurally sound.”
However, many of the residents in
attendance argued that the design element did not belong in Overton Park and
would upset the character of the historic
greenspace.
“Without the Levitt Foundation and the
Friends of the Shell, we wouldn’t have this
glorious place to have families come and
gather,” West said. “However, Overton Park
is a historic national registered location.”
West said that she is a fan of the use of
shipping containers in other venues – like
Railgarten, for example – but that in this
case they would upset the natural balance
of the park.
She also offered to work with the venue
to find another alternative.
Pitts argued that having a permanent
structure that could both sell and store the

Opponents of a plan to add shipping containers for concession and merchandise
sales at Levitt Shell said they didn’t belong. A city board agreed.  (Memphis News/Patrick Lantrip)

Levitt Shell’s beverage and merchandise with Laura Hine, interim president of the
stock was necessary for the growth of the neighboring Memphis College of Art, about
venue, as it has outgrown the functionality having some of the college’s students decorate the outside of the containers.
of its current setup.
However, several members of the board
“We begin in March and we’re ending
now in November – that’s a long span of felt that a project like this shouldn’t have
time to use temporary tents,” Pitts said. so much contention and urged the two
“They require cleaning, they get damaged parties to find a compromise, whatever
in storms, we have to load in and load out that may be.
After the meeting, Pitts told The Daily
everything that goes into those tents during
every single event and it’s taxing on the News that she will review the feedback
B:7”
given by the residents and board members
staff, crew and volunteers.”
Pitts also added that she also spokeT:7” and go back to the drawing board.
S:6.5”
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Bad Leadership or Politics?
Motlow President’s Fall
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

One day he was the golden boy, touting
Motlow State’s success and posing with the
governor for the signing of the Reconnect
Act. The next, seemingly, he was gone with
the wind.
At least publicly, everything was grand
as Anthony “Tony” Kinkel helped Gov. Bill
Haslam meet his Drive to 55 effort to put
certificates or degrees in the hands of half
of Tennessee adults by 2025. With limited
space and resources, Kinkel pushed the
Tennessee Promise scholarship at Motlow,
the state’s fastest-growing community
college, bolstering student retention, graduation and fundraising.
He was ready to take on the Reconnect
Act, as well, making plans to offer more
adults college scholarships at Motlow’s four
campuses and satellite sites.
But bubbling underneath the hoopla
was a Tennessee Board of Regents investigation into Kinkel’s leadership style stretching back to 2015, not long after former
Chancellor John Morgan recruited him to
point Motlow State in the right direction.
The TBR audit turned up disgruntled
staff, low morale and a series of missteps
by Kinkel, even though he led Motlow
State’s ascension to one of the top JUCOs
in Tennessee, even garnering a mention in
The New York Times.
It was enough to destroy the board’s
confidence in the newcomer. And he was
forced out three weeks after shouldering
up in late May with the governor, state legislators and TBR officials in the Reconnect
signing at Motlow’s Smyrna campus.
The departure was so abrupt some
legislators met with Gov. Haslam to find
out what the heck happened.
“I was concerned about it. I wanted to
make sure the procedure was done correctly,” says state Sen. Jim Tracy, a Bedford
County Republican who represents Moore
County, where the main Motlow campus is
tucked away in a pocket of woods donated
by the family of the late John Reagor Motlow, a former state senator and president of
Jack Daniel’s distillery in Lynchburg.
The problems found by the TBR audit
appear to have more to do with personnel
than with ethical shortcomings, Tracy
points out, adding he read the report and
understands some people weren’t happy
with Kinkel, though he talked to others
who were pleased with Kinkel and his
performance.
“I think Dr. Kinkel comes in, he’s not
from the system, he’s from outside the
system. He probably was doing things differently than had been done before. Don’t
know that 100 percent,” Tracy says. “He’s
pretty aggressive and out front. And probably it’s just different from what they’re used
to, and that may be part of the situation.”
State Sen. Janice Bowling, a Tullahoma

Republican, had similar concerns and
called for an audit by Tennessee Comptroller’s Office to ensure the TBR investigation
and report were done correctly.
“That gets to be a pretty small universe,”
explains Bowling, describing part of Tennessee’s higher education atmosphere.
Bowling points out the audit didn’t take
Motlow’s growth and academic progress
into account, preferring instead to focus on
unhappy staff members who called in with
complaints about Kinkel’s style.
“It didn’t seem appropriate to act as
though he’d had a poor performance when
the data seemed to indicate otherwise,”
adds Bowling, who, like Tracy, heard the
good, bad and ugly about Kinkel.
Neither Bowling nor Tracy say they
found anything in the report compelling
enough to demand a long investigation or
dismissal.
Comptroller’s Office spokesman John
Dunn says the office received Bowling’s
request and referred it to the Division of
State Audit, which will review the issues as
part of its next audit of Motlow State. The
division would not audit the TBR report but
would do its own investigation and draw its
own conclusions, Dunn adds.
The comptroller’s latest financial audit
of Motlow State, released last week, shows
no additional findings.
Ironically, Kinkel lost confidence from
the very Board of Regents he hoped would
maintain primary control over community colleges when the governor’s FOCUS
Act was introduced to restructure higher
education administration. The Tennessee
Higher Education Commission was expected to take on a stronger role.
Kinkel might have made a tactical error,
as well, by criticizing the governor’s plan to
offer outsourcing options to Tennessee’s
colleges and universities for facilities management and grounds work.
The former Motlow president said two
years ago he saw no sense in moving decision-making for facilities to a “for-profit
bureaucrat” concerned only about the bottom line rather than a student who needed
the lights to stay on in a biology lab in order
to graduate.
He also maintained a close alliance
with former Chancellor Morgan, a critic
of Haslam’s outsourcing proposal. Kinkel
called Morgan’s early retirement in January
2016 a “terrible loss” for Tennessee while
some Republicans celebrated it.
The state hired Flora Tydings as TBR
chancellor in December 2016 after nearly
a year with David Gregory as interim. That
might have been the undoing for Kinkel
as Tydings vaulted from the presidency
at Chattanooga State Community College
following a short time there after 15 years at
Athens Technical College in Georgia.
The TBR contends Tydings wasn’t the
driving force behind the investigation into
Kinkel. But he sure didn’t have her support.
“I have a great deal of faith in Chancellor Tydings, and when we brought her
in to lead Tennessee Board of Regents, we
did a lot of work to make sure she was the
right person,” says Haslam, addressing the
Kinkel matter late last week.

“And she, I think, had a great deal of
confidence in the audit, that this was the
right move for Motlow State, not just for
now but for the long term. So, again, we
hired her to do her job. I’m gonna let her do
her job, and I have great confidence in her.”
Tydings appointed Hilda Tunstill to run
Motlow temporarily, moving her up from
a vice president’s post during a national
search.
Oddly enough, Morgan brought Kinkel
here from the other side of the country to
redirect Motlow. And by all appearances,
he was doing the job, including obtaining
$28 million from the Legislature to build
a badly needed classroom building at the
Smyrna campus.
But he had too much working against
him. Aside from accusations he led through
fear, pressure and intimidation, the report
compiles a list of black marks against Kinkel
ranging from efforts to manipulate information to make himself look better during
the investigation to berating the coordinator of Tennessee Promise in a phone call
while trying to get a list of students.
Kinkel then forwarded that list, complete with students’ personal information,
campus-wide. He also included the name
of an alleged campus rape victim in a report
to his leadership team, incorrectly sending
out private information, the report states.
The list of indiscretions is lengthy, including allegations of pressuring teachers
to give basketball players good grades and
even hiring an assistant coach for a position
he wasn’t qualified to take.
As a result of the probe, the audit committee advised Motlow State to take several
steps, including revising its hiring policy,
setting up a process for all personnel action,
developing policies for contact between the
athletic department and administration
with faculty and handling confidential
information, just to name a few.
Tydings gave Kinkel a draft of the report,
and he responded by saying he was “mortified” by the idea he put a “sense of fear”
into some employees.
Devastated by the TBR draft report,
Kinkel denied pressuring any professors to
hand out grades for ballplayers and hoped
to rectify the situation. Tracy and Bowling
both say they believe he should have been
given the opportunity to do better.
“My preference would have been … if
they have some concerns with Dr. Kinkel,
and this would go with anyone across the
board, if they haven’t done anything unethical, if they haven’t done anything that
would warrant being fired, at least give
them an improvement plan and give them
an opportunity to address those concerns,”
Tracy explains.
Kinkel just didn’t have time to build
up his political weapons in this part of the
South.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger and Memphis Daily News.
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COMPELLING COLUMNS.
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The Memphis News features
columns from guest contributors
writing about a variety of topics,
ranging from small-business
strategies to personal finance
advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns
as well as up-to-the-minute
news coverage, please visit
memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

There’s a perception that all banks offer
the same services and have the same
fees. Columnists Ray and Dana Brandon
say that may have been true at one
time, but in today’s world, it pays to
investigate which financial institution is
right for you.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

Columnist Mary C. McDonald says
today’s information streams sometimes
seem more like rushing currents of
misinformation, and what’s often lost
in the rumors and gossip is the damage
caused to those caught in their wake.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Fall brings a flurry of activity for many
nonprofits, which makes summer the
perfect time for “board refreshers,” say
columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw. This
week, they share what topics board
members should consider now to make
the coming year more successful.

CATHERINE KNOLL

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Most businesses use Facebook as part
of their marketing strategy, but the
platform can also be a strong source of
sales leads, says columnist Catherine
Knoll, who shares how to make the
most of your lead generation efforts.
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‘Snaplications’
Trending In
Recruiting

Milford Joins Chamber As
Programming, Events Director
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

When most job seekers think of using social media to apply for a new job, they think of
networking website LinkedIn. But McDonald’s
pushed the boundaries of recruiting by partnering with Snapchat to hire new employees
this summer. Previously rolled out in Australia
earlier this year, they’re calling the recruiting
effort “Snaplications.”
According to the Washington Post, McDonald’s plans to fill 250,000 summer jobs. Most are
front-line customer service employees in their
teens and early 20s. And those job seekers are
using Snapchat. The app has approximately
166 million daily users, with the largest group
being in the same age range that McDonald’s
is targeting for future hires.
A job seeker is given the opportunity to
submit a 10-second video through Snapchat,
then is directed through a lengthier, traditional
online application process. The video sounds
similar to an elevator pitch, or the answer to the
question, “Tell me about yourself.”
In an ever-changing online world, it’s
tough to know exactly what to make of this
unusual application process. But the concept
of applying quickly is similar to what other
job sites are already trying to create for job
seekers. Sites like LinkedIn and Indeed offer
easy application processes that are often just
one click. The job seeker preloads information
about their work history. When they see a job
they’re interested in, their application can be
submitted in seconds.
The other factor at play with a quick video
application is the first impression. Research
shows the average time you have to make a first
impression is approximately seven seconds.
And in many fields, much of the job seeker’s
success is tied to just that – first impressions.
So a video application is not that different in
certain ways then what happens in real life. (It
should be noted that just because first impressions matter doesn’t mean they’re fair. Videos,
much like photos or age, have the potential to
introduce bias into the job search process.)
Also in real life, you must decide quickly
and on the spot as to whether you’re interested
in a particular job.
When I reached out to Snapchat to learn
more, I found that the McDonald’s campaign
recently ended. But another company may
soon hire through Snapchat too. McDonald’s
used existing Snapchat advertising technology
to create the Snaplications campaign. That
same technology could be taken advantage of
by other companies recruiting young talent.
Right or wrong, one lesson to take away
from Snaplications is this: You never know
when or where you may be hired next. Do your
best to represent yourself in a professional light
no matter what setting you’re in – online or offline. And be ready to submit your application
and your resume wherever you happen to be.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Ericka Milford at memphisdailynews.com.

Ericka Milford recently joined the Greater Memphis Chamber as director
of events and programming, a job in which she’s responsible for planning
and executing chamber events and programs and for increasing
engagement opportunities for members and the community. Milford’s
new role marks her return to the chamber, where she served as events
coordinator from 2007 to 2012 before taking a job with HigherVisibility.

Hometown: Kingsport, Tennessee
Experience: I graduated from
the University of Memphis
and have an extensive background in event planning
and marketing. I have also
worked with large franchise
and enterprise businesses
on growth and strategy for
a number of businesses in a
wide variance of industries,
so I feel like that experience
adds value to my job. I have
also had some wonderful
mentors that have really
shaped who I am today. That
has been the most valuable
to my experience as well as
being flexible to any and all
situations that may not go to

plan. Those experiences have
shaped me and taught me to
be agile.
The chamber recently hosted a delegation from the
Canadian Chamber of Commerce. To pull back the curtain a bit, what steps go into
planning and producing an
event like that, and how long
does it take? Obviously, we
love to host our friends from
other chambers and always
appreciate the opportunity
to work with them. Planning
an event like that takes usually several weeks and good
delegation of responsibilities and timing. Logistics
also plays a big part of those
visits as everyone is not al-

John Gillespie has joined Trezevant as
grant coordinator, responsible for managing all grant funding opportunities
for the nonprofit senior community.
Prior to joining Trezevant, Gillespie
held various finance-related positions,
including serving in mortgage compliance for Evolve Bank & Trust and as a
financial representative for First Tennessee Bank.
Trustmark Bank’s board of directors
has approved a slate of title promotions
in the Memphis region. Linda Barton
was named vice president at the Bartlett branch, where she is the branch
manager. George Sago was named vice
president at the Olive Branch branch,
where he is the branch manager. Mary
Ann Grant was promoted to assistant
vice president at the Memphis Main
branch, where she is the branch manager. Kimberlee Kee was promoted to
assistant vice president at the Collierville branch, where she is the branch
manager. Tina Mitchell was promoted
to assistant vice president at the Arlington branch, where she is the branch

ways coming from the same
location. Setting an agenda
and goal for the visit was
key in this case and building
the event from there created direction and purpose.
Once you understand the key
components for the visit, you
can order food, hotels, buses, etc. That also saves time
with your vendors and your
staff time as well. Managing
your time for these types of
visits is critical.
Are any new events or programming changes in the
works? Yes, we will always
be looking at change but in
meaningful ways. I think my
current valuation is to make
sure our programming sup-

manager. Mary Beth Umbarger was
promoted to assistant vice president at
the Hickory Withe branch, where she is
the branch manager.
Trustmark Bank also promoted three
within its mortgage department. Whit
Agee was promoted to vice president,
mortgage department, where he serves
as the mortgage branch manager at
Trustmark Centre. Carrie Cobb was
promoted to assistant vice president,
mortgage department, where she is a
loan originator. Kim Jones was promoted to assistant vice president, mortgage
department, where she is a community
development specialist.
Jenny Howell has joined St. Agnes
Academy-St. Dominic School as director of early childhood education.
Howell will oversee the Johnny Davis
Early Childhood Center, providing
leadership and vision for the school’s
2- through 4-year-old program. She has
more than 15 years of experience as an
educator and director, most recently
serving as a kindergarten teacher at

ERICKA MILFORD

ports our mission as a chamber and also that we really
hone in on quality over quantity of events. Appealing to
new people and businesses in
the community is also always
a focus as well and continuing to listen to our members
on how we can support their
growth and goals through the
programming that we do.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? Don’t be
afraid to fail. Set yourself
apart by recovering from
adversity quickly and never make the same mistake
twice. Learn from it and use
it as power to be better, you’ll
never regret it.

Tara Oaks Elementary School.
Redeemers Group has added five new
employees. LaChel Barrett has joined
the team as service coordinator, Ryan
Phillips as a polylevel technician,
Dylan Hausinger as a team leader,
Jesse Rhodes as a service technician
and Drew Johnson as a crew member.
The Memphis-Shelby County Airport
Authority has promoted Christy Kinard
to general counsel. Kinard joined MSCAA in January 2014 as associate airport
counsel before being named deputy
general counsel. In her new role, she
will oversee airport authority legal matters, including litigation, legal advice,
claims and risk management.
Ryan Rhoden has been named manager of building products distributor ABC
Supply Co. Inc.’s 4365 Winchester Road
branch. Rhoden started with ABC Supply’s Tuscaloosa, Alabama, branch in
2013 as an outside sales associate and
was named manager of the Oxford, Alabama, branch in 2015.

www.thememphisnews.com

July 28-August 3, 2017 25

COMMUNITY

Victorian Village Gets New Signage,
Drafts Design Guidelines for District
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The signs that have started popping up
around the Victorian Village neighborhood
welcome passersby to the historic community, with an announcement greeting
visitors in large and prominent letters.
Three of the signs have been posted
so far. One more is still on the way. All of
them include a silhouette of the neighborhood – with its historic mansions and older
properties – set against a sunrise.
The point of posting them is to help visitors make their way around the district, said
Victorian Village Inc. Community Development Corp. executive director Scott Blake.
“These replaced some signs that had
been put up in the 1970s that were worn
out,” he said. “So with funding from the
Memphis Medical District Collaborative,
we’ve got four new wayfinding signs, gateway signs we call them.”
They’re installed at Orleans Street
and Poplar Avenue, Orleans and Jefferson
Avenue and across from Shelby County
Juvenile Court on Adams Avenue. The
last location is pending, but will likely be
posted near the West Tennessee Regional
Forensic Center.
The signs started being erected a few
weeks ago. The motivation stems from what
Blake said has to do with the concentration of most of Victorian Village’s historic

treasures being along Adams, a fact that’s
not readily apparent to visitors who come
down Poplar or go down Jefferson looking
for some of the historic homes.
“On some of them, there are arrows
that point to Adams Avenue, depending
on their location,” Blake said. “The design
also has silhouettes of some of our most
important buildings, like St. Mary’s and the
Mallory-Neely House. So it’s very stylistic
and I think very eye-catching.”
The new signage comes as new design
guidelines are being proposed for the
neighborhood that straddles Downtown
and the medical district. Those guidelines
were last updated in the late 1980s.
According to draft language, the new
guidelines are meant to help the neighborhood “maintain its heritage and authenticity while accommodating infill
development, serving modern needs in a
cherished setting.”
As a guiding philosophy for the new
framework, the draft continues: “To maintain its urban vibrancy, the built environment of the Victorian Village is centered on
people – not cars. Buildings contribute to
the rich urban fabric, inviting the attention
of passersby through innovative design,
architectural forms, details, windows, and
variation in massing. Storefronts, architectural screens, and landscaping minimize
the visual presence of garages and parking
lots. Its public spaces, from its streets and
alleys to its parks, and deep front lawns,

New signage is being installed in the Victorian Village neighborhood to give visitors
more of an idea of how to navigate the area.
(Victorian Village Inc. CDC)
cater to the pedestrian’s enjoyment with
safe and shady sidewalks, canopies of trees,
pleasing landscaping, artwork, resting
spots, and places for gathering.”
Blake said the 40-page draft was prepared with help from architect and urban
designer Andy Kitsinger and his business,
The Development Studio. A public meeting
about the draft, at which members of the
public can weigh in, is coming up on Aug.
2 at 5:45 p.m. at Collins Chapel.
“We talk about the vision and mission
of Victorian Village in the guidelines – how
we’re really striving to become an infill

residential neighborhood,” Blake said.
“Then we go into talking about the different
historical design styles. And we give good
and bad examples of, if you’re planning a
fence in front of your house, there are some
good examples to follow and here’s what
you shouldn’t do.”
The guidelines fare designed for people who are not architectural historians
or urban planners, he said, “just people
moving to the neighborhood who need a
way to simply understand the directions we
want people to go in as they make design
decisions.”

POLITICS

Boyd Says Luttrell Endorsement is ‘Partnership’
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Republican contender for
Tennessee governor Randy
Boyd says his endorsement this
week by Shelby County Mayor
Mark Luttrell is more like a
partnership.
“It’s not just an endorsement. It’s a partnership,” Boyd
said Wednesday, July 26, in East
Memphis, adding he and Luttrell
will be traveling West Tennessee
to build support on the way to
the August 2018 statewide primary election.
The endorsement comes
two weeks after state Senate
Majority Leader Mark Norris
of Collierville, who had been
considering a bid in the Repub-

lican primary for governor, was
effectively taken out of the race
when President Donald Trump
nominated him to be a federal
judge.
Norris is awaiting Senate
confirmation. And Luttrell said
Norris’ nomination and exit
from the race was a factor in his
decision to endorse Boyd.
Boyd had already been
rounding up some support in
Shelby County, where the Republican suburban base is considering essential in any statewide campaign, even as Norris
remained a likely contender.
The Republican field also
includes Franklin businessman
Bill Lee, state House speaker
Beth Harwell of Nashville and
state Sen. Mae Beavers of Mt.
Juliet. U.S Rep. Diane Black of

Gallatin is considering the race.
Former Nashville mayor
Karl Dean is running in the
Democratic primary, and state
Rep. Craig Fitzhugh of Ripley is
considering the race.
As the U.S. Senate continued
to debate and vote on various
health care insurance alternatives to the Obama administration’s Affordable Care Act, Boyd
said he favors federal Medicaid
block grants to states with per
capita limits. That would mean
guaranteed coverage for certain
groups that would be capped per
enrollee.
“I believe if Tennesseans
can make decisions for Tennesseans, we’re going to be better
off,” he said.
Boyd also sounded a theme
he is certain to make repeatedly

starting next month as he makes
a 100-day run from Bristol to
Memphis, covering 537.3 miles
in a linear path across the state.
“We have to take responsibility for our health. Everybody
can do something,” he said
Wednesday. “Next time you go
to the doctor for any type of
procedure, ask what the price
is. Ask how much it costs. …
Imagine a marketplace in which
consumers never ask the price
of the product and the people
who sell it don’t know what they
charge.”
Boyd runs 6 to 10 miles a day
at the start of his day.
“It’s my way to relax,” he
said during a stop in the city this
past June. “I compose myself
every day.”
His run begins one year to

the day before the Republican
primary for governor. It also
comes nearly 40 years after
Lamar Alexander’s walk across
the state in the 1978 campaign
for Tennessee governor.
Luttrell’s endorsement
comes relatively early. Although
the primary is just about a year
away, endorsements are used
strategically and in some campaigns massed closer to election
day or early voting to build momentum for a campaign.
“It’s another voice that can
speak for the candidacy of the
person we are endorsing,” Luttrell said. “It’s a different voice.”
Luttrell is serving his second
and final term as Shelby County
mayor and served two terms
boyd continued on P36
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SEC FOOTBALL

Memphian Donald Gray’s Journey
To Being Bulldogs’ No. 1 Receiver

“

One of the first guys in the
building, last one to leave.
Every single day.”

–Dan Mullen, Mississippi State head football coach
on the work ethic of wide receiver Donald Gray

Mississippi State wide receiver Donald Gray (6) scores a touchdown ahead of Samford safety Marquis McCullum (2) during
the second half of an NCAA college football game in Starkville, Mississippi, Saturday, Oct. 29, 2016. 
(AP Photo/Jim Lytle)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

When Donald Gray was just a boy, not
yet 10 years old, he played in a church
basketball league. His father, Donald Gray
Sr., remembers that his son had a good
time playing with the other kids. It was
fun, something to do.
But it was not a passion.
The passion came when one day
young Donald and a friend did what his
father had told him never to do: cross busy
South Mendenhall Road without adult
supervision.
“He and his friend got over to Fox
Meadows and saw all these boys practicing football on a field,” the elder Gray
said. “He came home all out of breath,
‘Mama, I need you to sign these papers! I
gotta play football!’”
And so it began.
Today Gray, who graduated White
Station High School, is about to start his
second, and senior, season as a wide receiver at Mississippi State. The Bulldogs’
all-time leading receiver, Fred Ross, is
gone and trying to make the Carolina

Panthers as an undrafted free agent.
Gray, who caught 41 passes for 709
yards and five touchdowns last season (he
ranked fifth in the SEC in with 17.3 yards
per catch) now steps up to be the No. 1
receiver for quarterback Nick Fitzgerald
and coach Dan Mullen, and to take on
a leadership role for a corps of mostly
freshmen and sophomores.
“I learned a lot (from Ross),” Gray
said. “There’s not a day that goes by you
shouldn’t do something to perfect your
craft, run better routes. I still look to him
for help.”
Mostly, however, Gray has been big
on helping himself. Out of high school
he failed to qualify academically and had
to detour to Copiah-Lincoln Community College. An injury cost him his first
season, but he became a junior college
All-American as a sophomore when he
caught 55 passes for 989 yards and 10 TDs.
He got his academics in order, too,
and now at MSU already has earned his
undergraduate degree in sociology.
“I’m very proud of that,” said his father, who works as an investigator for the
Memphis Fire Department.
But let’s go back to childhood. Be-

cause it is there that you find the clues –
his determination, his single-mindedness
in purpose. Like the time his dad gave
young Donald a bicycle with training
wheels, telling him to get used to the feel
of things and then he would teach him to
ride on two wheels.
“He couldn’t wait for me to do that,”
Gray Sr. said. “He was in the garage getting the pliers and taking the training
wheels off.”
His first solo ride did not go well. He
crashed, cut his chin, and Dad had to take
him to the emergency room for stitches.
Still, he was undeterred.
“I can honestly say he learned to ride
it on his own,” his father said.
Then there was the time when he
was just 4 years old and was fastened
into the car seat in Dad’s Isuzu Rodeo.
Dad stopped at Grandma’s house and
ran inside for just a minute to pick up
something.
“I left the car running and while I was
in there I heard the engine revving,” Dad
said. “He had climbed out of his car seat
and he was flooring it. But he didn’t know
to put it into gear.”
Close call then, a story that brings a

smile now.
Meanwhile, on the football field, Gray
has easily moved from one gear to another. But after last season ended, Mullen
made clear that Gray must keep going –
that now is the time to floor it, if you will.
“You’re going to have to do something
special,” Mullen said. “So you better become desperate every single day in how
hard you work. (The NFL) is not going to
just take the best receiver off every team.
They want the best receiver in the Southeastern Conference.
“So don’t just compare yourself to
guys that are on our roster,” the coach
said, “compare yourself to everybody
in the conference. Compare yourself
to everybody in the country. Compare
yourself to people already established at
the next level.”
Gray heard him loud and clear.
“I feel like I’m working to be a complete receiver,” he said. “Hand placement
catching the ball, coming in and out of
breaks, knocking the DB’s hands down
when at the line, getting off the jam.”
Really, it’s no different than when he
was a kid. He can’t afford to wait. If that
means running across a busy street, so be
it. If that means finding Dad’s pliers and
stripping a bicycle of its training wheels,
so be it.
And if that means practicing longer
and harder than all those guys you’re
competing against, well, that’s fine, too.
At this point, Mullen says he’s used to
looking out his window and seeing Gray
catching balls from the JUGS machine,
working on refining his routes.
“One of the first guys in the building,
last one to leave,” he said. “Every single
day. Working to make sure he’s uncovered
every stone to develop himself to be the
best player he can be.”
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK

Geron Johnson Knows Pro Basketball Has No Borders
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Former University of Memphis basketball player Geron
Johnson knows what it is to have
the goal of playing professionally
and of reaching the NBA. He has
had two NBA Summer League
stints (one with Houston, one
with the Los Angeles Clippers)
and he has played in the NBA
Development League.
But he also has played in
Mexico and two seasons in Lebanon. The world is a big place and
opportunities come in all shapes
and sizes.
“It took care of the bills,”
Johnson said of playing in Beirut,
Lebanon. “I don’t have any kids.
You’re living your dream; you’re
getting paid to play basketball.”
Now, Johnson is also playing the role of facilitator. From
Aug. 4-6 at Streets Ministries in
Memphis, he will put on “Geron
Johnson’s Overseas Elite Camp.”
It’s a chance, Johnson says,
for aspiring pros to work out and
compete in front of representatives/agents from Lebanon,
Iran, Iraq and Qatar, and who

also have connections to pro
leagues in Brazil, Puerto Rico
and Venezuela, among other
locales. Johnson says the teams
being represented will pay from
$5,000 a month and up to players
signed.
The cost for camp participants needing hotel (Crowne
Plaza) and shuttle service to the
camp is $450; the camp only
is $250. For more details, go to
http://www.geronjohnson.net/.
Memphis natives such as
Lester Hudson (several NBA seasons, plus overseas experience)
and Randy Culpepper (Euro
League experience) are examples
of guys making a good living
outside the NBA. Another former
Tiger, Adonis Thomas, has had
a handful of games in the NBA
and has played in the D-League
(now Gatorade, or G-League).
Johnson says these players and
others of their caliber will be at
the camp, essentially providing
a comparison basis.
“Nothing’s guaranteed,”
Johnson said. “If you’re not in
shape and haven’t put the work
in … You need to be ready to
compete against guys like Adonis
Thomas, Chris Crawford (anoth-

Former Memphis Tigers basketballl player Geron Johnson will conduct “Geron Johnson’s Overseas
Elite Camp” Aug. 4-6 at Streets Ministries in Memphis.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
er ex-Tiger).”
But for those players that
have put the work in, playing
overseas in out-of-the-way places can have its rewards. Johnson
says he averaged 25 points, seven
rebounds and six assists in his

last season in Lebanon, adding,
“Fun isn’t even the word for it.
Who doesn’t want the responsibility of scoring? I’ve been to
Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan – they love
basketball to the highest level.”
DEJONG AND KELLY NO

SURPRISE TO CLAPP
Big-league pitchers clearly
are still getting used to the idea
that rookie St. Louis shortstop
Paul DeJong can hit. Through
notebook continued on P36

Q & A: Ole Miss, Memphis Football, NBA …
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX

The floor is open for questions – on
Hugh Freeze and Ole Miss, the amazing Memphis Redbirds and streaky St.
Louis Cardinals, the start of University
of Memphis football practice, and a few
NBA matters …
What’s next for Freeze?
Based on his brief comments to a
reporter outside his house, he’s going
to be watching a lot of volleyball. Professionally, he’s young enough (47) to
eventually get another shot coaching
college football. If the NCAA hits him
with a show-cause penalty, however, that
could set him back a few years.

But winning coaches are always in
demand. See Petrino, Bobby.
Will the NCAA Hammer Ole Miss?
It’s possible. But forcing Freeze out
probably helps Ole Miss. The next coach,
however, needs to be a pretty good citizen – a safe bridge, if you will, to the next
big-time guy. That’s what Bama did with
the hire of Mike Shula, who was followed
by Nick Saban.
How can the Redbirds be so good and
the Cardinals so frustrating?
Some things can’t be explained, such
as shortstop Paul DeJong hitting for more
power in the majors than in the Pacific
Coast League. Or Tommy Pham showing
more of an all-round game in the majors
than in Triple-A.
The other answer is that players who
are Triple-A-plus, and the Redbirds have
had a lot of those guys this season, should
win a bunch of games. The Cardinals,
meanwhile, have had established major
league players underperform. Matt Carpenter and Dexter Fowler are two prime

examples.
What’s a great season for Memphis
football, a good season, and a disappointing season?
A great season ends with the Tigers
playing in a New Year’s Day bowl game
or as champions of the American Athletic
Conference. A good season is eight or
more wins.
Some people might call a seven-win
season a disappointment, but I’m taking
the long view. There have been too many
bad Tiger football seasons to cry about
seven wins and a bowl game. But six wins
or less? Yeah, that would be hard to take
given the expectations for Mike Norvell
and this group.
Anybody seen or heard from JaMychal Green?
It does sort of feel like the Grizzlies’
young power forward has fallen off the
planet, doesn’t it? Obviously, with Zach
Randolph signing with Sacramento, the
Grizzlies need Green. He’s a restricted
free agent and could come back on a

one-year deal and then become an unrestricted free agent after next season. That
might be how this plays out.
As long as the impasse between Green
and the Grizzlies has lasted, it feels like
there must be a wide gap on money and
years for a longer deal.
Will NBA Commissioner Adam Silver
really address the issue of resting star
players?
He will address it to the point he ensures some protection for the league’s
marquee TV games. No more star search
when the Golden State Warriors and Cavs
meet in prime time.
But does that mean he’ll stop the Cavs
from resting LeBron when they come to
Memphis? No, I don’t believe he’ll take
that seriously.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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T E N N ESS E E VO L S

Midstate Vols’ Athletes Experience
‘Life-Changing’ Trip to Vietnam

Nashville’s Kyle Phillips visits the SOS Children’s Village in Ho Chi Minh City during a trip to Vietnam
with VOLeaders. Murfreesboro’s Jack Jones, a Vols offensive lineman, also made the trip. (twitter.com/VOLeaders)

DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Nashville’s Kyle Phillips never
knew how good he had it as a
University of Tennessee football
player.
Not until he went to Vietnam
with The VOLeaders Academy for
a 13-day study with numerous
other student-athletes from UT.
They left June 29 and returned
two weeks later.
“Make the most of what you
have,” Phillips said last week of
his Vietnam experience.
“Going over there, they don’t
have the best facilities. Most of
the places we went to didn’t have
air conditioning, but they still
enjoyed what they did have.
“They enjoyed what they had
and were appreciative of that, and
that’s something I can take and
implement to our team, to just
know you don’t have to have the
best of the best to be successful.
You’ve got to work with what
you’ve got.”
The second-year program
is a partnership between the
UT athletics department, the
UT Center for Leadership and
Service and the Center for Sport,

Peace and Society. It’s a program
spanning three different areas of
campus: academics, student life
and athletics.
Jack Jones, a junior offensive
lineman from Murfreesboro Oakland High, and basketball player
Admiral Schofield also made the
trip. Like Phillips, Schofield noted
the stark differences in life here
and there.
“It was a life-changing experience,” Schofield admitted.
“One of the biggest things for me
was just seeing the facilities. We
went to the Olympic facility and
National Training facility, and
just to see the condition that they
were in, it couldn’t even touch our
T-REC (student recreation center
at Tennessee) here.
“It’s amazing to step back
and see the perspective of where
I was, and coming back from
there appreciating what we really
have here. Not saying that I didn’t
appreciate it before, but really
appreciating how nice things are.
“The way we have things set
up here at Tennessee is amazing.
How they just make use of what
they have and make the best of
their opportunities over there is
pretty amazing.”
Tennessee’s student-athletes

in the study were nominated by
their coaches more than a year
ago and went through an interview process for their candidacy
into the program.
Once selected, they completed two courses in the College of
Education, Health and Human
Science and spent a year of preparation in the program, which aims
to inspire student-athletes to find
ways to use their passion for sport
and their influence to enact positive change that goes beyond their
success in sports.
“We had to interview, and
you were hand-picked by those
guys (leaders of the program),”
explained Phillips, a junior defensive end who played at Nashville
Hillsboro High.
“It was a whole year of learning about sports and how our
platform of sports can influence
others in a positive and a negative
way. It’s been a great program.”
You could say Phillips was
born to be in The VOLeaders
Academy.
His mother, Teresa Lawrence-Phillips, has been the athletic director at Tennessee State
University since 2002. She was a
three-year letter winner in basketball at Vanderbilt University,

where she earned her bachelor’s
in economics and master’s in
education, and was women’s basketball coach at Fisk for four years
before taking the same position at
Tennessee State from 1989-2000.
“It’s been a great experience
having a mom like mine,” Kyle
Phillips acknowledged. “Being
a woman with such power, it’s
really just inspiring to know that
you can put your foot down and
do what you believe in and things
will work out.
“You have to work hard. This
is a world where nothing’s given
to you. You have to take it. That’s
something I’ve implemented in
my life so far, and that’s what got
me where I am so far.”
There were long days in Vietnam.
Schofield said he and Phillips
woke up at 6:15 each day and
worked out. After breakfast and
shower, they left the hotel by
8 a.m. with the rest of the student-athletes and began their
itinerary for the day.
They worked with children in
orphanages and volunteered at
sports skill camps. They visited
with university students, Vietnam
national athletes and para-Olympic athletes. They toured the
Vietnam Embassy, museums and
other cultural destinations vital to
the Vietnam heritage.
Then there was the food.
Phillips admitted the food
provided some culture shock, too.
“To be honest, I tried to eat
American food, for the most part,
but it was still different,” Phillips
explained. “They season it different ways, like fish oil. I really
didn’t like it, but it was still a good
experience to try.”
Jones was just as appreciative
of the experience. His only time
of discomfort on the trip came
before they got to Vietnam.
“Getting on that airplane,”
Jones said. “It was a little tight,
but it wasn’t that bad. Really,
everyone there was so accepting.
It was really, really, really cool to
see that.
“There was never a moment
when I felt uncomfortable. They
had provided everything we needed. It was cool.”
One day, Jones and Schofield

conducted a basketball camp for
youth.
Their takeaway from the camp
differed.
“Jack was my partner,” said
Schofield, a junior from Zion,
Illinois. “He didn’t know anything about basketball, but he
did a good job and brought a lot
of energy.”
Jones, who also played basketball at Oakland High, defended
his hoops skills.
“Let’s just get this down pat,”
Jones pointed out. “I was the one
who was teaching the kids the
technique of basketball out there.
“Admiral can dunk it and all
that, and they were going crazy,
but I was the one getting the fundamentals built in.”
Jones called the trip “a oncein-a-lifetime experience” and a
“eye-opening experience.”
“Being thankful for all we’ve
got,” Jones said. “You see a lot
on the news, people talking bad
about the country. You know,
there’s some things that do need
to be fixed, but we do have it
good over here, and that’s something I think everyone needs to
remember.
“It was really cool to go over
there. Vietnam is still on the rise
in the business world.
“You meet all these people,
and every person has a side gig
they’re starting up, a business or
something. It was really cool to
talk to the young generation. We
visited a college one day. It was
cool to see they’re really, really,
really thriving, and it was cool to
see that growth.”
Jones said he learned plenty
that applies to football during the
Vietnam trip and will share with
his teammates as the 2017 season
approaches.
Tennessee’s players report for
fall camp Friday, and their first
practice is Saturday. The Vols start
the season Sept. 4 against Georgia
Tech in the Chick-fil-A Kickoff
Games in Atlanta.
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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T E N N E S S E E T I TA N S

Titans Would Rather Forget Memphis
Stop on Texas-to-Tennessee Journey
DAVID CLIMER
Nashville Sports Correspondent

Time flies, doesn’t it? A lot can happen
in 20 years.
Think about it: In 1997, Bill Clinton was
sworn in for his second term as president.
Princess Di was killed in a car crash. The
Dow Jones Industrial Average closed above
8,000 for the first time.
And the Tennessee Oilers played their
home games in Memphis.
As anniversaries go, this is one to forget.
The traditional gift for a 20th anniversary is
china. The appropriate gift for this 20-year
anniversary might be a shattered dish.
It’s one thing to negotiate a deal that
brings an NFL franchise from Houston to
Tennessee. It’s another to park that team
in Memphis for eight alleged home games
while an NFL stadium is under construction in Nashville.
Consider it one of the growing pains
of the Texas-to-Tennessee transition of
the team originally known as the Houston Oilers. When franchise founder Bud
Adams agreed to move his team out of his
backyard, he needed a landing spot while a
suitable stadium was being built. Neyland
Stadium in Knoxville was considered.
So was Vanderbilt Stadium in Nashville. The latter made the most sense.
Ultimately, though, Adams was convinced that Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium in Memphis was the best option. In
fact, the original plan was to use Memphis
as a home away from home for the Oilers
in both 1997 and ’98.
Mike McClure, one of Adams’ most
trusted lieutenants, convinced his boss
that the team would draw 50,000-plus
per game in Memphis, which was about
10,000 more than the capacity of Vanderbilt Stadium.
Why did McClure, who was considered
a gifted tactician and savvy negotiator,
believe Memphis was the right choice for
a temporary home? Because it’s the NFL.
And everybody wants a piece of the NFL.
Even Memphis. Right?
What McClure and others affiliated
with the franchise failed to realize is that
the relationship between Nashville and
Memphis has never been very cozy. We
may be in the same state, but there is little
common ground.
Nor did it help that the team’s base of
operations was in Nashville. Players and
coaches operated out of a makeshift facility
in Bellevue. That’s where they practiced
during the week before boarding a plane

on Saturday for the short flight to Memphis
for “home” games.
While players settled into various
Nashville neighborhoods and often made
public appearances to drum up support
for the franchise, Memphis was a mere
afterthought. The team was using the city
as a drive-thru. Nothing more, nothing less.
I was sports columnist for The Tennessean at the time. A month or so before
the 1997 season-opener – an Aug. 31 game
against Oakland – I decided to spend a
few days in Memphis to gauge the city’s
excitement level about the Oilers’ impending arrival.
Instead of any buzz, I found a yawn.
I drove around the city for more than
three hours one day in search of any billboards or signage heralding the Oilers’
impending arrival.
The only thing I found was the marquee
outside Tiffany’s Cabaret, a strip club in
southeast Memphis. Patrons would get
free admission on Aug. 1-2, the sign stated, with a ticket stub to the Oilers-Saints
preseason game.
I had arrived with low expectations, but
this was even worse than I thought. Nobody seemed to care that an NFL franchise
soon would be up and running in their city.
In an effort to ease the transition,
Adams hired Pepper Rodgers as a liaison.
Rodgers had sunk roots in Memphis after
a coaching career that included stops at
such diverse programs as Georgia Tech and
UCLA. He ran the Memphis Showboats of
the U.S. Football League in the mid-80s.
Rodgers talked a good game before the
1997 season but admitted it was a challenge to get Memphis to embrace a team
that soon would be anchored in Nashville.
Referencing Memphis’ past attempts to secure an NFL franchise, the colorful Rodgers
offered this comment:
“There are bitter feelings. It’s like the
new wife asking the ex-wife to babysit.”
Nor was the late George Lapides surprised by the cold shoulder. Lapides, who
died in June 2016 at age 76, had spent
decades covering Memphis sports, first
as a columnist for the erstwhile Memphis
Press-Scimitar and later with a long-running sports talk radio show.
When I asked him in the summer of
1997 how the Oilers would be received in
his city, he chuckled.
“Climer,” he said, “that’s your team –
Nashville’s team. Good luck with it. We’re
talking about Memphis. Nobody cares
about your team down here.
“Now, if you and your buddies in Nashville want to come over here and spend
some money at our hotels and bars, we’ll

A lone fan cheers on the Tennessee Oilers in their opening game against the Oakland
Raiders at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium in Memphis Aug. 31, 1997. (AP Photo/Jake Herrle)

be glad to take it. But don’t expect the city
of Memphis to support your team.”
Lapides went on to explain his city’s
aversion to the Oilers primarily was due to
failed attempts to secure its own franchise.
For years, Memphis sold out preseason
games and shamelessly flirted with the
NFL in pursuit of an expansion franchise,
all to no avail.
“We want our own team, not Nashville’s team,” Lapides continued. “I hope
you enjoy the season. It’s going to be a
disaster.”
It was. The Oilers were treated like
unwanted orphans. Their season-opener
against the Raiders drew 30,171 to the
62,380-seat Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium. And it got worse.
Even the Tennessee Department of
Transportation threw in a speed bump.
Those who made the 213-mile drive between Nashville and Memphis remember
delays due to construction on I-40.
By late in the season, however, it was
smooth sailing once you got near the stadium. Why? There was little traffic since
there were so few fans.
On Sept. 21 of that year, the Oilers-Ravens game went head-to-head with the
neighboring Mid-South Fair.
It was a hot Sunday, and the scent of
livestock was heavy in the air.
My column in The Tennessean the
following morning ran under the headline
“Senses Say Oilers Must Moo-ve On” and
noted that the combination of a blazing
sun and bovine excrement “created a

fitting smell that matched the sight of an
alleged National Football League game.”
Only 17,737 people showed up for that
game, which the Oilers lost 36-10. Even
the most optimistic members of the front
office began to realize this simply wasn’t
going to work.
The biggest crowd that season was
50,677 for the finale when the Oilers beat
Pittsburgh 16-6.
But based on the crowd noise and the
color scheme in the stands that day, it was
clear that about three-quarters of the fans
had come to cheer for the Steelers, not
the Oilers.
That was the last straw for Adams. He
pulled the plug on the Memphis experiment, negotiating his way out of the second
season of the original two-year deal. He
parked his team at Vanderbilt Stadium in
1998, and attendance picked up.
In 1999, the team was renamed the
Titans and moved into a sparkling new
stadium on the eastern bank of the Cumberland River.
The Titans won 13 games in the regular
season, orchestrated the Music City Miracle in the first round of the playoffs and
ultimately saw a potential tying touchdown
drive end on the 1-yard line as time expired
in Super Bowl XXXIV.
Finally, the NFL had really arrived in
Nashville. And the Memphis experiment
was just a bad memory.
Reach David Climer at dclimer1018@
yahoo.com and on Twitter @DavidClimer.
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MEMPHIS REDBIRDS

Redbirds Revitalization: Fun at The
Old Ballpark and the Winning is Easy

Redbirds fans sit near the third-base line as the first inning begins on Tuesday, July
25. Attendance this season is up 14 percent from last year.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Bottom of the seventh inning and another night at AutoZone Park is unfolding
the way so many have this season. The
Memphis Redbirds have a nice lead. Their
starting pitcher has been putting up zeros
and the team has been banging out timely
hits and playing crisp defense.
A good crowd has gathered. Adults on
the left field berm relax on blankets, cold
beverages in hand, chatting and laughing
as the just-finished workweek fades away.
Children on the berm run from one patch
of green grass to another, playing their
own impromptu games, only occasionally
casting an eye toward the one on the giant
field beside them.
On a steamy night in late July, it feels
like it once did here many years ago: Like
for three hours, this is the best place in
town to be.
Over in right field below the elevated
visiting bullpen, young members of the
grounds crew – perhaps in an unconscious
nod to Memphis as Hoops City – have a
two-on-two game going. With concrete
for a floor, they dribble and shoot at a goal
attached to a wooden backboard affixed
to the side of the stands. Their part in this
nightly theater won’t start in earnest until
the Redbirds get six more outs.
As expected, the Redbirds get those outs
without incident. This magical summer at
AutoZone Park, where the winning is easy,
just keeps rolling, rolling, rolling...
“Like anything with baseball,” outfielder Harrison Bader said after collecting

three hits in a 6-0 victory on July 21 over
Las Vegas, “you just kinda ride the wave.”
The wave may crest at a historic height.
Since the Redbirds came to Memphis in
1998, their highest win total was 83 games in
2000 – the year AutoZone Park opened, Albert Pujols provided a late-season glimpse
of his future greatness, and the team was
crowned Pacific Coast League champions.
Through 100 games this season, the
Redbirds were 65-35 and owners of the best
record in Triple-A. No, they won’t match the
104-win total of the most dominant Memphis Chickasaws teams from the 1920s, but
they are on pace to shatter the Redbirds’
all-time victory total.
“I wish I could take credit for that part,”
said Redbirds majority owner Peter B.
Freund, who purchased the team before
the 2016 season, adding to his other minor
league stakes through Trinity Baseball
Holdings. “Thirty games over .500 – it’s
really been fun. This is one reason I did it
– and I don’t think this is gonna jinx things
at this point – to bring playoff baseball to
Memphis.”
This team seems immune to jinxes and
curses. Also to being harmed even when
many of the top players – from shortstop
Paul DeJong to top catching prospect Carson Kelly and, most recently, Bader – are
pulled up to St. Louis to fortify the struggling Cardinals.
Meantime, fans have returned in encouraging numbers. Through 46 openings,
the Redbirds were averaging 5,355 per game
– a 13.8 percent increase over the 4,704 they
averaged for all of 2016.
Kids still want their picture taken with
mascot Rockey the Redbird, but the Mem-

phis-centric rebranding the team did before
the season started extended even to him:
He’s a tougher-looking bird than he once
was. For this team, he should be.
“I have seen some bad baseball here, so
it’s a lot nicer watching good baseball,” said
Mark Anderson, senior director of stadium
and baseball operations. “And when you
have it, you don’t take it for granted.”
Still, the reality of minor league baseball
is that the business side cannot be dependent on what happens on the field. The
2000 season is a great example. Pujols might
have been the face of the local franchise
the next summer, but never returned after
making the Cardinals out of spring training.
Manager Stubby Clapp, hired by the
Cardinals before this season, was once
a main attraction here for his gritty play
at second base, his backflips before each
home game, and a charisma that was infectious.
“Stubby Clapp has energized everything,” said Glenda Bowie, a season ticket
holder since 2001. “I liked him as a player
and I love of him even better as a coach.”
The Redbirds have embraced him as a
marketing tool as well. So this year’s Stubby
bobblehead was a little different: The knees
also bobbled.
“Taking advantage of Stubby’s popularity and his signature, what he’s really known
for,” said Mike Voutsinas, senior director of
corporate sales and marketing.
The Redbirds have not been shy with
their promotions. The theme on this particular Friday is Harry Potter. You can’t expect
your players to pitch, hit and field wearing
Gryffindor scarves, but what you can do is
use Photoshop to wrap the scarves around
their necks when their pictures appear on
the huge video board.
The team is winning like crazy, yes, but
on the marketing side you can’t take things
too seriously. So throughout the season,
theme-night jerseys have put players in
some costumes worth a double-take.
Naturally, there were throwback Chicks
jerseys and No. 42 jerseys to honor Jackie
Robinson. Redbirds third baseman Patrick
Wisdom gave both of those a thumbs-up.
But they also have worn Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Band jerseys to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the iconic Beatles album and
green elf jerseys for Christmas in July.
“We kind look weird out there sometimes,” Wisdom said.
Money raised from the post-game
auctions of the jerseys has topped $30,000
so far this season and goes to support the
local RBI program – Reviving Baseball in
Inner Cities. The jerseys have been all over
Twitter, and the Icee Chugging Challenge

and other promotions have gone viral.
“Kid got a brain freeze,” Voutsinas said
of the young winner. “He wasn’t going to
be denied.”
Just like the home team.
This season began with an exhibition
game at AutoZone Park against the Cardinals. Brian Edmonds and his family came
out and had a great time. Edmonds, who is
vice president of St. Clair Foods in Memphis, decided to sign up for a suite.
It’s worked well for doing business – “a
really relaxed atmosphere,” he said – but it’s
been a good way to reward employees and
to have family time, too. Everyone seems to
be connecting in their own way.
“I was a gymnast,” said Haley Edmonds,
Brian’s wife. “So I loved Stubby. He was
my guy.”
Davis, their 10-year-old son, is for the
moment more interested in checkers on
the floor with friends but will give the game
a look when the crowd gets loud. Seaton,
their 6-year-old daughter, isn’t here this
particular night but she had her favorite
player, too.
“Luke Voit,” her father said. “And she
was heartbroken – and excited – when he
was called up. She just dug him.”
Yes, even at age 6 chicks dig the long ball.
While the Edmonds’ infant son, Parker
Judson Edmonds, snoozes in a bassinet,
Brian explains that he wanted to decorate
the suite in a way that honored the city’s
baseball past. And so there is a framed 1949
picture of the Negro League’s Memphis
Red Sox at Russwood Park, various game
programs and tickets from yesteryear, and
a collage of some of the city’s oldest teams,
including the 1907 Memphis Turtles.
“The whole premise was to have what
led up to this,” said Edmonds, who also
keeps a hat rack in the suite stocked with
baseball gloves. “Everybody played a part.”
And so it is true again as the Redbirds
soar toward historic heights.
“I’m happy for the city, happy for the
organization,” Clapp said. “It’s important
to me for this place to succeed.”
Craig Unger, the Redbirds’ president
and general manager, usually talks about
almost everything but the actual baseball.
“Now when we look at the next six
weeks, it becomes about the baseball,”
he said.
Fun on the berm – or in the suite – cold
beverages on hot nights, and barbecue
nachos and many victories. It makes for a
nice story of Redbirds redemption, but it’s
also enough to make a man a little greedy.
“I want to win a championship,” Freund
said. “I want a parade down Beale Street, if
the city will throw us one.”
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 16, 2017 at 11:00 am local time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by James Robert
Barker, to David R. Wilson, Trustee,
as trustee for Chase Bank USA, N.A.
on December 28, 2005 at Instrument
No. 06000015; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for J.P. Morgan Mortgage
Acquisition Trust 2007-CH1, Asset
Backed Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2007-CH1, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
IN THE TOWN OF WILLISTON, TENNESSEE:
PARCEL NO. 1:
BEGINNING at a stake in the north
margin of Hotel Street and at the
southeast corner of a lot known as
the Annie Webb lot fronting on Hotel
Street 101 feet and 312 feet in
depth; thence East 181.5 feet with
north margin of said Hotel Street to
a stake at the southwest corner of
lot owned by Robert Wolf; thence
North with west boundary of Wolf lot
312 feet to a stake; thence West,
establishing a new line, 181.5 feet
to a stake, a northwest corner of this
conveyance and a northeast corner
of said Annie Webb lot; thence South
312 feet, with east line of said Webb
lot to the beginning and containing
1.3 acres, more or less.
BEING THE SAME parcel of land
conveyed to grantors herein by virtue
of warranty deed of record at Book
183, page 161, Fayette County Register’s Office.
PARCEL NO. 2: (KNOWN AS “LOT
NO. 1)
BEGINNING at a stake at the northeast corner of Annie Webb lot running
East 181.5 feet, a new line, to a stake
at the northwest corner of Robert Wolf
lot; thence North 414 feet to a stake;
thence West 181.5 feet to a stake;
thence South 414 feet to the point of
beginning and containing 1.72 acres
more or less.
PARCEL NO 3: (KNOWN AS ‘’LOT
NO. 2)
BEGINNING at a stake in north margin
of Public Road at the southeast corner
of lot conveyed by W. T. Poore and
wife, to Mrs. Annie Webb; thence
East with said lot 101 feet to a stake;
thence North 312 feet to a stake;
thence West 101 feet to a stake, the
Northeast corner of a lot conveyed by
W. T. Poore and wife, to Mrs. Annie
Webb; thence South 312 feet to the
point of beginning.
Street Address: 560 Hotel St, Williston, Tennessee 38076
Parcel Number: 118 019.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: James
Robert Barker, a single person
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
560 Hotel St, Williston, Tennessee
38076, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’

association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee for
JPMorgan Mortgage Acquisition Trust
2007-CH1, Asset Backed Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2007-CH1; Chase
Bank USA, N.A..
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of James Robert Barker,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-110697
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13425
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated December 7, 2009,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded December
16, 2009, Document No. 09008136,
and modified on , Document No.
15007216 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee, executed by Gabrial W. Bing and
Stephanie W. Bing, conveying certain
property therein described to H. McCall
Willson, Jr. as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for The Bank of Fayette
County, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on August 17, 2017
on or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lots 199 and 200, Section H, the
Oakland Acres Lakes Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
2, Page 147, in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 160 Kay Cove,
Oakland, TN 38060-4136
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
GABRIAL W. BING
STEPHANIE W. BING
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323212
DATED July 19, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13435

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated September 28, 2001, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded October 3, 2001,
in Book No. T1325, at Page 157, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Jennifer L Townsley, conveying
certain property therein described to
PRLAP, Inc. as Trustee for Bank of
America, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for GSAMP Trust
2006-SEA1, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-SEA1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Deutsche
Bank National Trust Company, as
Trustee for GSAMP Trust 2006-SEA1,
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2006-SEA1, will, on August 3,
2017 on or about 11:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,

which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin in the
west margin of Swan Street, said
point being the southeast corner
of Lot No. 7 of the Frank Jones
Tract No. 2 Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
1 at page 194 in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee,
runs thence North 89 degrees 10
minutes West, with the south line
of Lot No. 7, 150 feet to an existing
iron pin at the southwest corner of
Lot No. 7; thence South 71.7 feet
to a point; thence South 85 degrees
00 minutes East 150 feet to a point
in the west margin of Swan Street;
thence North, with the west margin
of Swan Street, 69.5 feel to the point
of beginning. Being Lot No. 8 of the
Frank Jones Tract 2 Subdivision and
10 X 150 feet south of Lot Number
Eight (8).
ALSO KNOWN AS: 75 Swan Drive,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JENNIFER L TOWNSLEY
UNION PLANTERS BANK, NA
CAVALRY SPV I, LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322619
DATED July 7, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13423
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated August 29, 2008,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
3, 2008, in Book No. T1843, at Page
597, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Macon L Mathias, conveying
certain property therein described to A
Representative of Bill Buckner & Assoc.
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker Mortgage
Corp., its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana
Trust, not in its individual capacity
but solely in its capacity as Owner
Trustee of MATAWIN VENTURES TRUST
SERIES 2016-2.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana
Trust, not in its individual capacity but
solely in its capacity as Owner Trustee
of MATAWIN VENTURES TRUST SERIES
2016-2, will, on August 10, 2017 on
or about 11:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre- approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being real
estate situated in Madison County,

Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Madison,
State of Tennessee, and is described
as follows: Beginning at a stake in
the East margin of Jones Street,
165 feet North of a point in the
North margin of Division Avenue,
extended, said point being 370 feet
East of the East margin of Russell
Road; and runs thence North 75 feet
to a stake; thence East 160 feet to
a stake; thence South 75 feet to
a stake; thence West 160 feet to
the point of beginning, and being
Lot No. 8 in the Subdivision of the
Frank Jones tract, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 1,
Page 191, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 90 Lynwood Drive,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MACON L MATHIAS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322974
DATED July 13, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13426
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated January 18, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded January 18, 2008,
in Book No. T1822, at Page 1214 and
re-recorded on January 18, 2008, in
Book No. T1822, at Page 1231, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Luz Marina Acero-Ardila, conveying
certain property therein described to
PRLAP, Inc. as Trustee for Bank of
America, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Ditech Financial, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Ditech Financial, LLC, will, on August 17, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Land lying and being in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows,
to-wit: BEING Lot Number Forty-four
(44), Section III of Garden Villa
Estates Subdivision, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat book 6 at
page 25 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee. (Legal
description revised pursuant to an
Attorney’s Affidavit to be filed).
ALSO KNOWN AS: 53 Harvest Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
Continued on Page 32
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any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
LUZ MARINA ACERO-ARDILA
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 321700
DATED July 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13427
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 31, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded November 10, 2008,
in Book No. T1845, at Page 1383, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Thomas Richardson, conveying
certain property therein described to

Timothy E Wilson as Trustee for The
Bank of Jackson; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
September 28, 2017 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer
for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved by
the successor trustee. The sale is free
from all exemptions, which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 836, Wrights Mill subdivision,
Section VIII, as shown on plat of record in Plat Book 10, Page 466, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is made for a more particular description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 93 Mossy Oak
Trail, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory

rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
THOMAS RICHARDSON
DISCOVER BANK
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 320043
DATED July 18, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13433
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 19, 2010,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded January
21, 2010, in Book No. T1875, at Page
902, and modified on , In Book No.
T1963, At Page 1430 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Kimberly S.
Reid, conveying certain property therein
described to David
W. Kious as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Guaranty Trust Company,
its successors and assigns; and the

Save a life. Don’t Drive HoMe buzzeD.
BUZZED DRIVING IS DRUNK DRIVING.

undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on August 17, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at
the Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Described property located in
Madison County, Tennessee, more
particularly described as follows: Beginning at an existing iron pin in the
North margin of McGee Loop, said
point being the Southwest corner
of Lot Number 7 in Section I of
Hidden Valley Estates Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 4, Page 296, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence West with
the North margin of McGee Loop, 98
feet to the Southeast corner of Lot
Number 9; thence North with the East
line of Lot Number 9, 158.8 feet to

an existing iron pin; thence North
89 degrees 55 minutes East, 98
feet to an existing iron pin at the
Northwest corner of Lot Number 7;
thence South, with the West line of
Lot Number 7,158.9 feet to the point
of beginning. Being Lot Number 8 in
Section 1 of Hidden Valley Estates
Subdivision.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 58 Mcgee Loop,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
KIMBERLY S. REID
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323175
DATED July 18, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13434
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on August 16, 2017 at 3:00PM local time, at
the north door, Madison County Courthouse, 100 East Main Street, Jackson,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Ulysses Wilson, to Charles
R. Pettigrew, Trustee, as trustee for
First Franklin Financial Corp., subsidiary
of National City Bank of Indiana on
December 12, 2003 at Book T1543,
Page 632; and modified by agreement
recorded September 24, 2007 in Book
T1812 Page 899; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
PNC Bank, National Association, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot 29 in Phases 1 and 2 of
Saddle Tree Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
8, page 225, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, reference to which plat is hereby made for
a more particular description of said
lot showing its location and the length
and direction of its boundary lines.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to Ulysses Wilson by deed of record
in Deed Book 647, page 632, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 175 Saddle Tree
Drive, Humboldt, Tennessee
38343
Parcel Number: 012B-C-029.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Ulysses
Wilson
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
175 Saddle Tree Drive, Humboldt,
Tennessee 38343, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of

www.thememphisnews.com
www.thememphisnews.com

January 30-February 5, 2015 29
July 28 - August 3, 2017 3 3

public notices
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: First Franklin
Financial Corp., sub. of Nat. City Bank
of Indiana; Radian Services LLC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Ulysses Wilson, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 12-031759
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13436
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 31, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Don J. Raimondi,
to Robert M. Wilson, Jr., Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Bank of America, N.A. on August
25, 2009 at Book T1869, Page 948,
Instrument No. 09014096; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be

sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF
REAL ESTATE LYING AND BEING IN
THE FIRST CIVIL DISTRICT, OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AND
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTH
MARGIN OF STONE ROAD, SAID
POINT BEING SOUTH 46 DEGREES
30 MINUTES WEST 200 FEET FROM
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE
WILSON TRACT, SAID POINT ALSO
BEING THE NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THE ROBERT A. CALDWELL TO
MARVIN M. MCKNIGHT AND JOE
NIP MCKNIGHT TRACT OF RECORD
IN DEED BOOK 417 AT PAGE 402 IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE Of MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, OF WHICH THE
HEREIN DESCRIBED TRACT IS A PART;
RUNS THENCE SOUTH 19 DEGREES
54 MINUTES EAST 1,940 FEET TO A
STAKE IN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER
OF SAID CALDWELL TO ‘MCKNIGHT
TRACT’; RUNS THENCE WEST WITH
THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID CALDWELL
TO MCKNIGHT TRACT 198 FEET TO
A STAKE; RUNS THENCE NORTH 19
DEGREES 54 MINUTES WEST 1,795
FEET TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH MARGIN OF STONE ROAD; RUNS THENCE
NORTH 46 DEGREES 30 MINUTES
EAST WITH THE SOUTH MARGIN
OF, STONE ROAD 200 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING
7.85 ACRES, ACCORDING TO THE
SURVEY OF THOMAS L. DEAN AND
ASSOCIATION IN APRIL, 1982.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED FROM GERALD I. FORREST
AND BILLIE S. FORREST TO DON
J. RAIMONDI BY DEED RECORDED
08/29/2008 IN BOOK 695, PAGE
675 IN THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF
MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
Street Address: 64 Stone Rd, Pinson,
Tennessee 38366
Parcel Number: 144 002.08
Current Owner(s) of Property: Don
J. Raimondi
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 64
Stone Rd, Pinson, Tennessee 38366,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy, the
legal description herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Don J. Raimondi,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &

Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-105168
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13431
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 24, 2007,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded January
30, 2007, in Book No. T1787, at Page
1736, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Valerie L Ragland and Donald
Ragland, conveying certain property
therein described to Trace Robbins
as Trustee for Beneficial Tennessee
Inc.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF9
Master Participation Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust,
N.A., as Trustee for LSF9 Master Participation Trust, will, on August 17,
2017 on or about 11:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale,
or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF
REAL ESTATE LYING AND BEING
IN THE FOURTH CIVIL DISTRICT,
OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE,
AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING
AT A POINT IN THE EAST MARGIN
OF AUSTIN COVE, WHICH POINT IS
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT
14 AND THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE HEREIN DESCRIBED
TRACT; THENCE, FROM THE POINT
OF BEGINNING AND WITH THE EAST
MARGIN OF AUSTIN COVE, NORTH
03 DEGREES 38 MINUTES 14 SECONDS EAST 145.00 FEET TO THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 12;
THENCE, WITH THE SOUTH LINE
OF LOT 12, SOUTH 86 DEGREES
21 MINUTES 46 SECONDS EAST
352.48 FEET TO THE WEST LINE
OF STEVEN HAYS; THENCE, WITH
THE WEST LINE OF HAYS, SOUTH
03 DEGREES 38 MINUTES 14 SEC-

ONDS WEST 145.00 FEET TO THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 14;
THENCE, WITH THE NORTH LINE
OF LOT 14, NORTH 86 DEGREES
21 MINUTES 46 SECONDS WEST
352.48 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING. BEING LOT 13, DOWDY
ESTATES SUBDIVISION, IN PLAT
BOOK 6, PAGE 172, IN THE REGISTERS OFFICE OF MADISON COUNTY,
TENNESSEE, AS SURVEYED BY
REASONS ENGINEERING & ASSOCIATES, INC., R.L.S, #508. SUBJECT
TO: RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS OF
RECORD IN TRUST DEED BOOK
1048, PAGE 619 AND AMENDED IN
TRUST DEED BOOK 1072, PAGE
486, IN THE REGISTERS OFFICE
OF MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE;
AND SETBACKS, RESTRICTIONS
AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD IN
PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE 172 IN THE
SAID REGISTERS OFFICE; AND, (4)
A POSSIBLE TV A POWER LINE
EASEMENT AS RECORDED IN DEED
BOOK 386, PAGE 272, IN THE SAID
REGISTERS OFFICE.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 42 Austin Cove,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
VALERIE L RAGLAND
DONALD RAGLAND
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323183
DATED July 21, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13437

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 17, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Gary D. Schneider
and Laura Schneider, to Kathryn L. Harris, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Community Mortgage
Corporation on December 23, 2009
at Record Book 1463, Page 410; and
modified by agreement recorded May
29, 2013 in Book 1591 at Page 191;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Bank of America, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 5, Rolling Oaks Estates Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Cabinet 2, Slides 85 and 86,
now Plat Cabinet A, Slide 153, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
This being the same property conveyed to Grantor herein by Warranty
Deed recorded in Book 1463, Page
408, in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 172 Rolling Oaks Dr.,

Munford, Tennessee 38058
Parcel Number: 081C A 005.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Gary D.
Schneider, a married man
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
172 Rolling Oaks Dr., Munford, Tennessee 38058, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Gary D. Schneider and
Laura Schneider, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 13-051512
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13420
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Continued on Page 34
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 33
Trust Note dated June 27, 2011, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded June 30, 2011, in
Book No. 1518, at Page 222, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Clint
M Rankhorn, conveying certain property
therein described to Monte S. Connell
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for American Mortgage Services, Inc.,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
August 3, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Real estate located in the Tenth Civil
District of Tipton County, Tennessee,
described as follows: Beginning at
an iron stake, the southeast corner
of the Spillmon Gooden 2.0 acre lot
of which survey is a part, said stake
being the Northeast corner of Ann
Lewis and in the West line of Robert
Maclin; thence with the North line of
Ann Lewis South 86 1/2 deg. West
206 feet to center of the St. Paul
gravel road, said line passing an iron
stake at 188 feet; thence with said
road North 3 deg. West 106 feet to
a stake the Northwest corner of lot
described; thence across the Gooden
lot, North 86 1/2 deg. East 206 feet
to an iron stake, the Northeast corner
of lot described, said stake being in
the West line of Robert Maclin, said
line passing an iron stake at 21 feet;
thence with the West line of Robert
Maclin South 3 deg. East 106 feet
to the beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 930 Saint Paul
Road, Mason, TN 38049
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CLINT M RANKHORN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322991
DATED July 7, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13422
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated August 12, 2002, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded August 14, 2002,
in Book No. 1016, at Page 651, in Office of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Tracy
L White and Jason W White, conveying
certain property therein described to
David R. Wilson as Trustee for Chase

Manhattan Mortgage Corporation; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
August 3, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 35, Forrest Hills Estates Subdivision, Section B, as recorded in
Plat Cabinet C, Slides 5 & 6 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot. This conveyance is subject to Subdivision Restrictions building lines easements
in Plat Cabinet C, Slides 5 & 6
in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 3859 Marshall
Road, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
TRACY L WHITE
JASON W WHITE
CORINTHIAN MORTGAGE CORPORATION
DBA SOUTHBANC MORTGAGE
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR
CORINTHIAN MORTGAGE CORPORATION
DBA SOUTHBANC MORTGAGE
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 155696
DATED July 11, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13424
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 17, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Valerie E. Stout and
Paul K. Stout, to First National Financial
Title Services, Trustee, as trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Taylor, Bean
& Whitaker Mortgage Corp. on August
15, 2006 at Record Book 1294, Page
747; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
All that certain lot or parcel of land
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,

and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a stake the intersection
of the north line of Sunset Avenue
with the west line of Andrews Street;
thence with Andrews Street north 12°
30 minutes east 163.3 feet to a stake
the southeast corner of Lot No. 30;
thence south 79° 10 minutes west
165 feet to a stake, the northeast
corner of Lot No. 22; thence south
10° 50 minutes east 150 feet to a
stake the southeast corner of Lot No.
22 in the north line of Sunset Avenue;
thence with Sunset Avenue north
79° 10 minutes east 100 feet to the
beginning, and being Lot No. 21 of
Watkins Northview Subdivision No. 3
as shown on plat recorded in Plat Book
1, Page 38 in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee.
BEING the same property conveyed
to VALERIE E. STOUT and husband,
PAUL K. STOUT by Warranty Deed
from LULA DEMETRA MASON, dated
May 23, 2005, recorded May 24,
2005, in Book 1206, Page 882,
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 306 Sunset Ave,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 018L A 006.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Valerie
E. Stout and Paul K. Stout
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
306 Sunset Ave, Covington, Tennessee
38019, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Valerie E. Stout and
Paul K. Stout, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall

have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-111053
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13428
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 17, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Anthony L. Pollina
and Jennifer L. Pollina, to Sherrell Armstrong, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for First Citizens National
Bank on February 24, 2010 at Record
Book 1468, Page 243, Instrument No.
135648; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle,
LLP, having been appointed Substitute
or Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 185 Templeton Farms Subdivision, Phase 2, Section E as recorded
at Plat Cabinet H, Slide 512 of the
Tipton County Register’s Office to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said lot.
This conveyance is made subject
to subdivision restrictions at Book
1366, Page 422 and building lines
and easements of record at Plat
Cabinet H, Slide 512, and easement to Southwest Tennessee at
Book 1366, Page 857 of the said
Register’s Office.
Being the same property conveyed
to Grantor(s) herein at Book 1431,
Page 890 in the Tipton County Register’s Office.
Street Address: 458 Julia Ann Dr,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 128G A 18500
Current Owner(s) of Property: Anthony
L. Pollina and Jennifer L. Pollina
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
458 Julia Ann Dr, Atoka, Tennessee
38004, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of

the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
Bank of Bartlett.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Anthony L. Pollina and
Jennifer L. Pollina, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-112437
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13429
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 23, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Timothy D Stuckey,
to Arnold M. Weiss, Esq., Trustee, as
trustee for Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. on
October 8, 2009 at Record Book 1455,
Page 609, Instrument No. 132459;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 9, Section A, Green Pastures
Subdivision, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Cabinet F, Slide 5, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Street Address: 3133 Meade Lake
Road, Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 144D A 016.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Timothy
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D. Stuckey
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
3133 Meade Lake Road, Atoka, Tennessee 38004, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Cach, LLC c/o
David L. Mendelson, Attorney.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Timothy D Stuckey,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further

publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite
400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 15-063057
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13432

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 15, 2013,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
1, 2013, in Book No. 1598, at Page
839, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by Farris O’Neal Massengill, III, conveying certain property
therein described to Charles M. Ennis
as Trustee for ; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
NA, will, on September 28, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lying and being in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and thus described:
Lot 13 of Thompson Subdivision,
Section A, Plat Cabinet B, Slide
126, of the Tipton County Registers
Office, to which plat reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 35 Thompson
Road, Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;

any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
FARRIS O’NEAL MASSENGILL, III
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 317967
DATED July 25, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017Fmn13438

Court Notices
Fayette County
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
In the Chancery Court of Fayette
County, Tennessee.
No. P1494
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JIM
THOMAS JONES, DECEASED
MAMIE JONES, Plaintiff
vs.
Shirley A. Jones
Brenda K. Williams
Juanita Jones Randall
Dyenthia J. Holmes (Hill)
Betty M. Burchette
Jacqueline Harris
Sonya Harris
Carl E. Jones
Calvin Harris
Sam Jones

Alfred T. Jones
Victor Harris
Keith Harris
Marlon Fleming
Nicholas Randall
Willie Randall
Marcus Randall
It appearing to the Court based
on the COMPLAINT FOR PARTITION
as filed by the Plaintiff, Mamie Jones,
that notice should be given to all the
unknown heirs of the Decedent.
IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED
ADUDGED AND DECREED that notice
shall be published in the Daily News
newspaper in Memphis, Tennessee
advising that Mamie Jones, surviving
spouse of Jim Thomas Jones, has filed
a COMPLAINT FOR PARTITION. Notice
shall be given in the Daily News to
Shirley A. Jones, Brenda K. Williams,
Juanita Jones Randall, Dyenthia J.
Holmes (Hill), Betty M. Burchette,
Jacqueline Harris, Sonya Harris, Carl
E. Jones, Calvin Harris, Sam Jones,
Alfred T. Jones, Victor Harris, Keith Harris, Marlon Fleming, Nicholas Randall,
Willie Randall, and Marcus Randall (collectively referred to as “Defendants”),
and all persons claiming to be an heir
or next of kin of the Defendants in
that they will be required to set forth
the nature of their kinship, and file an
answer to said petition within thirty
days of the date of this first publication
of this order.
IT IS FURTHER, ORDERED that a
copy of this order be published for four
consecutive weeks in The Jackson Sun
or other Fayette County Foundation.
This 29th day of June, 2017.
Martha B. Brasfield
Judge
Dated: June 29, 2017
Vip D. Lewis, Clerk, Deputy Clerk
Chasity Sharp Grice
Peppel, Gomes & MacIntosh, P.C.
474 Perkins Extended
Suite 205
Memphis, TN 38117
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017
Cmd13430
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commercial real estate continued from P21

forming areas, grocery-anchored retail
is starting to spring up in nontraditional
areas as well.
In February, The Binghampton Gateway, a Save-A-Lot-anchored retail center
in the heart of what was once a food desert broke ground, and further north, the
proposed $16 million Frayser Gateway
project received a 15-year tax abatement
from EDGE in June.
Though not technically related, both
projects are represented by The Shopping
Center Group’s Shawn Massey.
“Some places like Binghampton
and Frayser haven’t seen major (retail)
development in three decades,” Massey
said. “That’s not good for the city, and
that’s not good for the citizens in those
communities.”
Massey also said he is in the early
stages of bringing a similar project to the
up-and-coming South City neighborhood, which is an important connecting
corridor between the core of Downtown
and the South Main Historic Arts District.
“There is a lot of new housing developments going up there, and we need to find
the kind of grocery store that can serve a
dichotomy of people,” he said. “It’s not

notebook continued from P27

games of Monday, July 24, he
had bashed 12 home runs in 174
at-bats. He had driven in 27 runs
and had an OPS of .871.
Taken in the fourth round
of the 2015 MLB Draft out of
Illinois State University, DeJong had been climbing a level per season. He started the
year with the Triple-A Redbirds. But when last year’s rookie
sensation in St. Louis, shortstop Aledmys Diaz, faltered
and was demoted, DeJong got
his chance.
Did Memphis manager Stub-

always easy for a grocery store to appeal
to both segments of the population.”
Massey hopes to leverage some relationships he made with grocery stores
chains while working on the Binghampton
project for the South City development.
“I kind of know what they are looking
for, and if I package it right, maybe we
have an opportunity,” he said.
MULTIFAMILY MARKET
In some ways multifamily is a bit of a
missing piece in the Memphis MSA.
While the market is certainly healthy
in the popular urban core areas like
Midtown and Downtown, the city’s population has remained stagnant for quite
some time now.
To help address this issue, EDGE created a tax incentive program called the
Residential PILOT (payment-in-lieu-oftaxes), with the hopes of spurring development and adding density.
“The Residential PILOT has to be
one of the most influential things that’s
going to impact development the next
24 months or so,” said James Maclin,
principal of M&M Enterprises. “It should
have an impact on the number of new
developments in the second half of the
year in terms of deals and 2018 in terms
of construction.”

by Clapp see it coming? Maybe
not to this level, but yeah, he saw
a guy making great strides.
“The hitting was No. 1,”
Clapp said. “And he could hit
for power. But it was his maturity. As things go on in the game,
he’s able to read and make adjustments according to how he’s
being pitched. Or on defense,
he’s able to read the swing and
re-position.
“Here, the main thing was his
footwork at shortstop. It wasn’t
terrible, but it wasn’t great, so we
had a couple of small sessions on
that. His first 15-minute session
he was off to the races. That just

The trial version of the program
approved in May will be limited to 10
projects. Then EDGE and the mayors of
Memphis and Shelby County will evaluate the program to determine whether to
continue, modify or discontinue it.
Like EDGE’s other PILOT programs,

“

Getting more density in
the core helps everybody.
You get more jobs, more
people, and more affordable
housing, which creates more
activity and more growth.”
–James Maclin, Principal, M&M Enterprises

applicants will be graded on a matrix,
where they have the potential to receive

tells you how special he is as far
as aptitude.
“He’s very confident, but he’s
humble,” Clapp continued. “He
doesn’t get too high, doesn’t get
too low. If he gets a bad call from
an umpire he doesn’t show a lot
of emotion. He moves on to the
next pitch.”
Catcher Carson Kelly was a
Triple-A All-Star and his arrival
in the majors was deemed inevitable; he’s the top catching
prospect in baseball. With Yadier
Molina in St. Louis, Kelly will
spend a lot of time sitting, watching, and learning.
But he hit a double in his

252545A02

debut and Clapp says he’s more
than ready on the defensive side.
“Good game-caller, receives
well, blocks well and he can
throw the ball,” Clapp said.
And just like a Molina pupil
should, he’s already tried to
back-pick a runner.
“He’s not scared,” Clapp said.
A LESS THAN FLATTERING
DESCRIPTION
Eight weeks into the 2014 college football season, Mississippi
State was ranked No. 1 and Ole
Miss was No. 3. Now, Ole Miss
will be seeking a new head coach
in the wake of the Hugh Freeze
fiasco and it turns out a Bulldogs

boyd continued from P25

as Shelby County sheriff before that. His
campaign stops with Boyd in rural West
Tennessee will come just a year after Luttrell campaigned in the region in the GOP
primary for the 8th Congressional District.
He was part of a pack of 13 candidates in the
primary won by former U.S. Attorney David
Kustoff. Kustoff went on to win the general
election and claim the open U.S. House
seat after incumbent Republican Stephen
Fincher opted not to run for re-election.
Luttrell cited Boyd’s business background in Knoxville before becoming the
state Economic and Community Development commissioner under Gov. Bill
Haslam’s administration.
“I’m not one of those that believes that
government should be run as a business.
Government is not a business,” Luttrell
said. “Government is something uniquely
different from business. Yet, it’s always
good if you can find those principles of
business that can be applied to government
efficiency.”

up to 15 years of incentives including a
75 percent abatement of city and county
property taxes.
“It increases the taxes on the property,
so the city gets more taxes than it had on
the property before,” Maclin said. “But it
gives the developer a tax break on what it
could be, relative to the improvements on
the property.”
For each project, developers have to
reserve a specific percentage of units for
low- to moderate-income individuals or
families. Projects with 25 to 50 units would
be required to designate 10 percent to this
category, while projects with 51 to 75 units
would designate 15 percent and projects
with 76 or more units would designate
20 percent.
Earlier this month, a $14 million,
132,477-square-foot, 108-unit apartment
complex proposed by Makowsky Ringel
Greenberg in Midtown called Madison @
McLean was the first Residential PILOT
recipient.
“Getting more density in the core
helps everybody,” Maclin said. “You get
more jobs, more people, and more affordable housing, which creates more activity
and more growth. You can’t have one
without the other, so it all works together
to benefit each other.”

The “I’ll Just Have One More” Martini
3 oz. gin or vodka
1/2 oz. dry vermouth
3 olives
1 automobile
1 long day
1 diminishing attention span
1 too many
Combine ingredients. Drink. Repeat.
Mix with sharp turn, telephone pole.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

fan and website sports writer,
Steve Robertson, was the one to
discover the fateful call found
in Freeze’s phone records and
linked to an escort service, ESPN.
com reported.
In that same report Robertson, who has the MSU logo
tattooed on his hand, detailed
the depth and severity of the
Ole Miss-MSU football rivalry,
saying, “It’s the two runt puppies
in the SEC West fighting for the
hind teat. When you finally get
locked on that hind teat, you do
whatever you have to do to stay
there, even if the other guy has
to starve.”
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The Weekly Crossword
Indie Memphis’ Indie Wednesday film series kicks off with a screening
of the Slamdance Film Festival’s 2017 “Anarchy” shorts program
Wednesday, Aug. 2, at MicroCinema @ Crosstown Arts, 430 N. Cleveland St. The “Anarchy” program is described as “an anti-genre form of
resistance to dominant cultural paradigms.” Admission is pay-whatyou-can. Visit indiememphis.com for details and a series schedule.

Tennessee’s sales tax holiday will take
place Friday, July 28, at 12:01 a.m. through
Sunday, July 30, at 11:59 p.m. Shoppers
can save nearly 10 percent on clothing,
school and art supplies that cost $100
or less per item and computers that cost
$1,500 or less. Visit tntaxholiday.com for
details and lists of tax-exempt and taxable
items.
Eclectic Eye will hold an opening reception
for Bob Pierce’s “Seeing Things My
Way” Friday, July 28, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at its Midtown showroom, 242 S. Cooper
St. Pierce’s photographs will be on display
through Sept. 20. Visit eclectic-eye.com.
Royal Studios will kick off its 60th anniversary celebration with Rhythm on the
River: Poppa Willie’s Night, an in-studio
dinner and concert, Friday, July 28, from 7
p.m. to 11 p.m. at Royal Studios, 1320 Willie
Mitchell Blvd. Be immersed in live music
by the Bo-Keys and Don Bryant while
enjoying dinner served by Yvonne “Aunt
Von” Mitchell, who has cooked for Melissa
Etheridge, Bruno Mars and many other
Royal artists. Visit royalstudios.com for
details and tickets.
The Pink Palace Museum will host Family
Science Night: Astronomy Friday, July
28, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the museum,
3050 Central Ave. Stargaze through a
telescope on the mansion lawn with help
from the Memphis Astronomical Society,
explore outer space from the comfort of
the Sharpe Planetarium, participate in
hands-on experiments, go on a “celestial scavenger hunt” and more. Tickets
are $10. Visit memphismuseums.org
or call 901-636-2362.
Carriage Crossing’s Movie Mania series
continues with a screening of “The Wild
Life” Friday, July 28, at dusk in Central
Park at the mall, 4674 Merchants Park
Circle. Visitors are encouraged to bring
blankets and lawn chairs. Cost is free. Visit
shopcarriagecrossing.com.
The Campbell Clinic Youth Sports
Injury Prevention Symposium will be
held Saturday, July 29, from 7:30 a.m. to

1 p.m. in the Bryan Campus Life Center
at Rhodes College, 2000 North Parkway. Geared toward coaches, trainers,
parents and others who work with youth
involved in organized sports, the course
will cover topics such as injury prevention, recognition and management of
injuries when they happen, and guidelines
for safely returning to sports. Memphis
Grizzlies general manager Chris Wallace
will present the keynote. Cost is free;
lunch included. RSVP to 901-759-5490 or
rfarrell@campbell-foundation.org.
Church Health will host a Living Life
Deliberately: Mindfulness Meditation
in Daily Life class Monday, July 31, at
noon in the Church Health Meditation
Chapel, 1350 Concourse Ave. Rob Dove
from Rhodes College Counseling will discuss how to practice meditation in ways
that foster the ability to live deliberately.
Email slateryj@churchhealth.org with any
questions.
Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, Aug.
2, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. in NovaCopy’s
conference room, 7251 Appling Farms
Parkway. Dell Self of Speak Through Me
Communications will present “Clearing the
Clutter From Your Message.” Cost is free.
Visit talkshoppe.com.
The 2017 Cooper Young Festival kickoff
party/poster unveiling will take place
Thursday, Aug. 3, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at Haizlip Studio, 2125 Central Ave. Be
among the first people to see this year’s
poster, designed by Rahn Marion, and
enjoy live music, food, and beverage bars.
Visit cooperyoungfestival.com.
Church Health, UT Health Science Center
and Le Bonheur will present The Art of
Dinner Friday, Aug. 4, at 6 p.m. in Church
Health’s teaching kitchen at Crosstown
Concourse, 1350 Concourse Ave. A local
chef will guide participants through new,
delicious dishes in this interactive cooking
class. Bring your favorite wine or beer.
Tickets are $50; proceeds benefit community nutrition programming at the Church
Health Nutrition Hub. Visit churchhealth.
org/events for tickets.

ACROSS
1 Cowboy wear
5 Sign of hard
work
10 Place for pins
14 Cream of the
crop
15 Ballroom dance
16 Ever and ____
17 Prospecting
woman?
19 Circus sight
20 Miner's quest
21 Stop, in Sonora
22 Display
24 Bad thing to be
in
27 Lay to rest
28 Mall binge
30 Large lizard
32 Strengthen,
with "up"
33 Adequate
amount
34 Conk
37 Beneficial
39 Golden years
41 Four-poster,
e.g.
42 Ancient Persian
ruler
46 Farm unit
47 Lustrous fabric
48 Tightwad
49 Shoot
52 Formal speech
54 Ship like Ahab's
56 Kind of drop
57 Vacation
souvenir?
60 Worker on The
Hill
61 Magical phrase
64 Water pipe
65 Provide an
address
66 Ripens
67 Connive
68 Bellhop, often
69 Lady's escort
DOWN
1 Palm starch
2 Indigent

these community art programs on the
Binghampton neighborhood.
Guests toured the verdant gardens,
ripe with raised beds of okra, tomatoes,
watermelon, cucumbers and peppers,
marked by the iconic wooden hearts –
these painted not with Grizz faces, but with
the names of the crops.
Teenage staff members take the produce around neighborhood – a food desert – on a traveling vegetable cart, built by
the University of Memphis architecture

department, to sell to the Binghampton
community and at the Overton Park Farmers Market.
The youths’ latest project is a mosaic
sculpture garden, which is being created
to honor late Binghampton residents who
made significant contributions to the
community.
“The garden truly is a place where the
children and adults are working together
each day to bring about beauty and positive change,” said Harris. “The children
often say there should be an art garden in
every neighborhood.”
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3
4
5
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8
9
10
11
12
13
18
23
25
26
28
29
31
33
34

Ignorant
35 Storybook villain 50 Apothecary's
Cabernet, e.g.
36 Jury member
bottle
Fence feature
38 Grammar topic
51 Dashboard item
Backend bob40 Oration station
53 Stair part
bing songbird
43 Genteel affair
55 Cheer
Down greedily
44 Beef or lamb
58 Revival word
Basis of some
45 Slowly, on a
59 Hatchling's
divisions
score
home
Skedaddled
47 Like some
62 Quid ___ quo
Salma Hayek,
alarms
63 Mattress
for one
48 Soccer legend
problem
Concerning,
49 Overwhelm
old-style
Particular
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
occasion
S C O F F
A P T
A M B E R
Board
L A B E L
W O O
S A L V E
Child's
E M E R Y
F O O L P R O O F
challenge
W E I R
B U R K A
J O K E
Records, to
S I S A L
I S O M E R
collectors
F R A C A S
D O N O R
Atoll protector
R U N
L I V E N
M A N N A
Catch some
O N C E I N A B L U E M O O N
rays
G E E S E
S A Y S O
C O T
Half a ticket
S N E E R
U N Y O K E
G R E E N
S T R A T A
False front
T H E Y
S H A R P
S T O P
Resting on
Week
of 7/31/17
S M E A R
A R -M8/6/17
I S T I C E
Braid
S H E
P A S T E
M O I S T
Behind the
S E T
A N T S Y
P E T T Y
scenes
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Difficulty: Easy

HOW TO SOLVE:
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For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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Culture of Planning
Comes With Questions

W

e don’t have all the
cranes that Nashville has. But there’s
a lot of construction
and movement underway in the Memphis region’s various
commercial real estate sectors.
And that activity is another reminder
of the need for what some have called
“a culture of planning” within the city
of Memphis itself.
A culture of planning is a forthright
and deliberate decision to control our
destiny and leave less to site consultants.
This is a balance, understandably, but
the balance has leaned too far toward
anything that walks through the door
for quite some time. The price paid for
that is that we adapt to the development
more than it adapts to us.
The ongoing growth in most of the
CRE sectors is a primer in the issues that
a new kind of planning should cover.
We’ll start with a basic one. What is
considered affordable rent for low- to
moderate-income tenants of multifamily developments to be built with tax
incentives from the Economic Development Growth Engine?
It’s not a new question either; it dates
back to the mid-1980s and the use of
other incentives, such as tax-free bonds,
to build multifamily developments.
In North Memphis, there’s a lot of
discussion about restoring that area’s
considerable industrial base with residential alongside it, just as it was in the
glory days of Firestone, Kimberly Clark,
Memphis Hardwood, E.L. Bruce and
Humko.

But industrial is considerably more
automated today than it was 40 years
ago, and manufacturing and logistics
operations don’t hire the vast number of
people they once did. So aside from the
difficulty in assembling the necessary
acreage and those kinds of nuts-andbolts undertakings, the whole definition
of blue-collar development now comes
with issues such as how many businesses it would take to sustain that kind of
mix. The reality is that a single industrial
undertaking in the 21st century isn’t
large enough to do it alone.
We also think it is time to examine
whether the corner grocery store or
mom-and-pop shop that stocks more
than junk food is a museum relic or a
realistic hope in food deserts.
Supermarkets set up shop in centrally located hubs, which is a problem in a
city where buses won’t necessarily get
you where you’re going. The solution to
ending food deserts also involves fixing
public transportation issues.
Beyond that, we need to have a
discussion about Memphis-style gentrification.
There is a rock-ribbed belief in
Memphis officialdom that the city’s lack
of density renders gentrification impossible. Maybe “gentrification,” then, isn’t
the right term for the issue we see.
Whatever you call it, the rising cost
of living in parts of our city traditionally
occupied by those just starting out and
those of modest means is real. So is the
cost of renovation or building new.
It’s time for some truth in advertising
about the cost of this kind of density.

Love in the Bones

DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

DNA IN THE TIMBERS, SOUL IN THE
PLACE.
We drive by them at the edge of fields,
just there in the woods, or just here abandoned at the edge of progress, beneath
the tumble of vines and what remains of
a roof or a wall, the dark eyes of broken
windows and missing doors, the lost welcome of sagging porches, of warmth gone
cold from crumbling chimneys, reminders

of a life and lives, of another time – and
every time I wonder who they were, what
happened there.
“Of course you love it,” Nora says as we
pass yet another and I wax on yet again,
“It’s falling apart.”
I do love them. I love them because I’d
love to know the stories they could tell.
The inspector was looking at the
support beams of the roof and original
studs in the old farmhouse dating from
1848. “They don’t make this anymore …
this thick, this long, this wide. These were
custom cut, actually finished by hand.
Look at that. Put your hand on it. Those
are ax marks.”
The inspector was talking to a group
of us looking to turn the James Lee House
into offices 30 years ago. That simple 1848
farmhouse grew into a magnificent towered mansion in Victorian Village, later
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This week in Memphis history:

1975: The Peabody Hotel is sold out of receivership at auction for $400,000 – with another
$140,000 for its belongings – to secret bidders
through attorney Raymond Shainberg. The only
other bid is $100,000 from Robert “Prince Mongo” Hodges. Shainberg’s clients are father and son
(Memphis News File/Brandon Dill)
Philip and Jack Belz, who undertake a $20 million
renovation and reopen the hotel in 1981. Years later, Jack Belz says he and his
family expected more competition in the bidding and may have intended to
quickly sell the hotel again but instead undertook the renovation.

1965: On the front page of The Daily News, developer William B. Clark says
the office tower his company is building at 5050 Poplar Ave., White Station Tower, will be “the largest and tallest office building outside of Downtown Memphis.”
“In this building, we are offering an entirely new and forward-thinking concept in
office facilities which we think are superior to any conceived in the city of Memphis.” That same year, the 100 N. Main office building Downtown becomes the
city’s tallest building at 430 feet and 37 stories. Seven years after White Station
Tower opens, Clark builds the 400-foot-tall, 34-floor Clark Tower next to White
Station Tower.
1923: On the front page of The Daily News, the streetcar company is considering a rate hike from seven cents to eight cents.
“There is strong talk of another skyscraper at Adams and Front Street. It will be
but a short time until work is started on the new Peabody hotel, which will be by
far the largest and finest hotel in the entire south. … Plans are being made for
at least seven new apartment houses. … The county will soon start work on a
$50,000 school building for Hollywood.”
Sheet music of Bob Miller’s tune “Sweet Pal” is a big seller in Memphis and
elsewhere. The Memphis songwriter and composer is back in town after a trip to
Chicago to make player piano discs of that and some of his other compositions.

into the Memphis Academy of Arts, and
by when we looked at it, into a decaying
memory abandoned since 1959. We were
a group of small businesses occupying the
Heartbreak Hotel … developer, lawyer, architect, ad man, interior designer, health
care consultant, couple of dogs … and
we loved the place and the idea. Our love
couldn’t overcome the financial and spiritual challenges of converting something
in that shape into something it deserved.
The love of Jennifer and Jose Velazquez
and the vision, support and cooperation
of private and public resources they inspired has turned the James Lee House
into the most singularly charming and
spectacularly restored historic bed and
breakfast inn – in my gobsmacked opinion
– in the known world. I saw what it was.
What they’ve done is impossible, but love
can do that.
Another inspector crawled out from
under another old farmhouse, this one
dating from 1870. “The beams under
there are huge. And you can see the ax
marks. Found the old brick hearth from

the original fireplace, too.”
That inspector was talking to my son.
He and his wife are considering taking on
a project that started as a simple farmhouse outside the village of Germantown
in 1870 and added additions as it became
completely surrounded by suburban
growth, yet completely separate in its
own world of ancient trees and untamed
property.
Whether or not Gaines and Courtney
pursue it is still undecided, and much is
in that decision – much money, time and
sacrifice certainly, and much love. The
story of that house may well be over, or it
may be starting all over again.
Like people, falling in love with places
can save them and love will determine
their worth.
I’m a Memphian, and what we love
tells our stories.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Are home prices rising in
your neighborhood?

In 2016 Shelby County
recorded the highest
average home sales
price on record.

Our exclusive Neighborhood Profile Report provides an overview of your subdivision with
home sales activity for the past three years including current, year-to-date figures.
Review changes in home sales values, examine foreclosure activity and monitor recent sales
activity. Your home is your largest investment, be sure you’re protecting it.
Download your report and review sample reports at www.mychandlerreports.com or call
901-528-5273 for more information.
Chandler Reports has been providing premium, unbiased real estate data in Memphis and Shelby County for over 45 years.
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