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State Setting Record Pace
For Workforce Tax Credits

Downtown’s Latest Boutique

The framework of a 140-room Hilton Garden Inn across Union Avenue from AutoZone Park is taking shape. Formerly
a Greyhound bus station, plans for the 1.3-acre property were originally announced in March 2014 when Nitinkumar
“Nick” Patel with Knoxville-based Turkey Creek Hospitality purchased the site. Turkey Creek also acquired an adjacent
parking lot and plans to develop a Holiday Inn Express there.
(Memphis News/Patrick Lantrip)

Pennsylvania FedEx
Drivers Decertify Union
FedEx Corp. subsidiary FedEx Freight
announced that Croydon, Pennsylvania,
city and freight drivers voted to decertify
the Teamsters union as their bargaining
representative.
The news comes less than two weeks
after a similar decision in Charlotte, North
Carolina, where drivers at that FedEx
Freight location in also voted to decertify
their union.
– Patrick Lantrip

County Pulls Permit For
Rape, Crime Victims Center
Shelby County government is about to
begin a renovation of the former Shelby
County Forensic Center building at 1060
Madison Ave. to convert it into the new
offices of the Rape Crisis Center and Crime
Victims Center.
Both agencies are currently in leased
office space.
Jaycon Development Corp. applied
Thursday, July 20, for a $4 million building
permit.
The 1920s-era building was originally
the Memphis Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat
Hospital and still bears the buildings
original title on the Madison Avenue side.
It was later converted to the forensic center,
closing in 2012 when the county opened the
new Regional Forensic Center on Poplar
Avenue.
The Shelby County Commission approved the $4 million contract with Jaycon
at its June 12 meeting using capital funding
from the 2017 fiscal year that ended June 30.
The cost represents an $800,000 in-

crease from original estimates to complete
the brick structure’s fourth floor.
– Bill Dries

Ferguson Makes Unitas
Golden Arm Watch List
University of Memphis senior quarterback Riley Ferguson has been named to the
Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award watch
list, and is one of three quarterbacks from
the American Athletic Conference on the
list. Houston’s Kyle Allen and Cincinnati’s
Hayden Moore also were selected.
Ferguson returns in 2017 after one of
the most productive seasons by a quarterback in program history. Ferguson was
280-of-443 passing for 3,698 yards and 32
touchdowns last season. His 32 touchdown
tosses set a school season mark, and his
3,698 yards and 280 completions are the
second-most in program history behind
only Paxton Lynch, who was a 2016 NFL
Draft first-round pick of the Denver Broncos.
Ferguson finished the 2016 campaign
ranked among the AAC leaders in passing yards per game (2nd; 284.5 ypg), pass
efficiency (2nd; 152.6), total offense (3rd;
279.1 ypg) and touchdown passes (T1st;
32). He finished 11th among all Football
Bowl Subdivision (FBS) quarterbacks in TD
passes in 2016.
The Golden Arm Award is presented
at the end of each football season, and the
winner is selected based on accomplishments both on and off the field. Candidates
must be a college senior or fourth-year
junior on schedule to graduate with their
class.
The Golden Arm Award committee will
announce the top-15 finalists for the award

in September. The 30th anniversary presentation of the Golden Arm Award will be
held Dec. 8 at the Embassy Suites Baltimore
Inner Harbor & Grand.

The Workforce Services Division of
the Tennessee Department of Labor and
Workforce Development issued more than
$215 million of Work Opportunity Tax
Credits (WOTC) to employers across the
state through June.
2017 is on pace to be a record-breaking
year for the WOTC program in Tennessee.
During the first six months of 2017,
the division received 162,795 WOTC applications and approved 83,385 of them,
totaling nearly $215.5 million in tax credits
for employers.
The WOTC provides federal tax credit
incentives to employers who hire eligible
individuals. A company can receive a tax
credit that ranges from $1,500-$9,600 per
approved employee.
Eligible workers must come from targeted groups that consistently face significant employment barriers trying to enter
or reenter the labor force.
Those groups include persons who
have been unemployed for a long period of
time, veterans, food stamp recipients, exfelons, persons in vocational rehabilitation,
Social Security insurance recipients, as well
as several other groups of individuals.
“The amount of funding the Work
Opportunity Tax Credit offers Tennessee
employers can really benefit a company’s
financial situation, while helping an individual who is struggling to find meaningful
employment,” Tennessee Department of
Labor and Workforce Development commissioner Burns Phillips said in a release.
Employers can go to the department’s
website (tn.gov/workforce) and apply for
WOTC.
– Daily News staff

– Don Wade

FedEx General Counsel
Mississippi Agencies to Host Announces Retirement
Opioid Epidemic Rallies
FedEx Corp.’s executive vice president,
The Mississippi Board of Pharmacy,
Mississippi Department of Mental Health,
Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics, Mississippi Department of Public Safety, U.S.
Department of Justice’s Drug Enforcement
Administration, and the Jackson Division
of the FBI have partnered to host a series
of town hall rallies to address the impact
of opioids throughout the state, including
a session at Landers Center in Southaven
on Aug. 1 at 6:30 p.m.
The Southaven event will include a
formal presentation, as well as a panel of
representatives from the local community
and across the state who will conduct a
question-and-answer session for those in
attendance.
The goal of the rallies is to bring awareness to communities across the state about
opioid abuse, and what can be done to help
reduce deaths and the destruction caused
by opioid addiction.
In Mississippi alone, one in 10 people
misuse prescription drugs, and overall
prescription drug abuse has surged 400
percent in the past decade, according to
a release.
The Town Hall Rally will be held in
Room 1 of Landers Center, 4560 Venture
Drive. Go to www.dmh.ms.gov, www.
mbp.ms.gov, www.dps.state.ms.us, www.
fbi.gov/jackson, or www.dea.gov for more.
– Daily News staff

general counsel and secretary Christine
P. Richards has announced she will retire
from her role with the company effective
Sept. 30, 2018.
Richards, 62, joined FedEx’s legal department in 1984 and has led the company’s legal, regulatory, governmental affairs
and security groups since 2005.
During her career as general counsel,
Richards directed legal strategies and led
the company’s business negotiations and
acquisitions, including the recent deal with
Netherlands-based TNT Express.
“Christine Richards has provided bold
and innovative leadership in successfully
addressing a wide variety of critical legal,
regulatory and security challenges and
opportunities for FedEx,” Fred Smith, the
company’s chairman and chief executive
officer said in a release. “Her untiring work
ethic and in-depth knowledge of the inner
workings of the business have made her
service as a counselor and business partner
invaluable.”
– Patrick Lantrip

Remington Seeks Students
For New HVAC Program
Remington College’s Memphis campus is now enrolling students for its new
Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning
degree program.
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The new program is an extension of the
existing HVAC diploma program. Students
will have the option of taking some additional classes to receive their Associate of
Occupational Studies Degree in heating,
ventilation and air conditioning.
The HVAC degree program is designed
to provide in-depth training to prepare students for entry-level positions in the fields
of residential and commercial heating and
cooling, industrial refrigeration and freezers, as well as introducing them to the basic
concepts of operating a small business.
The program, which can be completed
in as few as 24 months, is a combination of
classroom and hands-on education in operating, troubleshooting, and maintenance
and installation of HVAC systems.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the need for HVAC and refrigeration mechanics and installers is expected to
grow by 14 percent through 2024.
Remington College’s Memphis campus
is located at 2710 Nonconnah Blvd.
– Andy Meek

Fred’s Appoints New
Chief Financial Officer
Memphis-based Fred’s Inc. has appointed Jason Jenne as executive vice
president and chief financial officer, effective immediately.
Fred’s announced Wednesday, July 19,
that Jenne will succeed Rick Hans, who the
company says is leaving “to pursue other
opportunities.” Hans will remain in an
advisory role until Aug. 18, working with
Jenne to ensure a smooth transition.
Jenne joined Fred’s in September as senior vice president, finance. He is a certified
public accountant with more than 25 years
of operations and finance experience and
has held numerous executive roles, most
recently serving as president and CEO of
True Temper Sports, a manufacturer of
golf shafts. He previously served as True
Temper Sports’ chief financial officer and
chief operating officer.
In addition to leading financial and risk
management, the company says Jenne will
be responsible for ensuring that the finance
organization enables Fred’s to “successfully execute its health care transformation
and capitalize on the significant market
opportunities ahead.”
The move comes just weeks after Fred’s
was cut out of a deal between drugstore
giants Walgreens and Rite Aid, which were
working on a proposed merger. In an effort to gain regulatory clearance, the two
companies planned to sell hundreds of Rite
Aid stores to Fred’s.
After the deal fell through, Fred’s CEO
Mike Bloom said the company’s leadership would still be moving ahead with
plans to optimize its business model and
execute a health care-focused strategy for
the company.
– Daily News staff

Canadian Investor Buys
Historic Downtown Office
Cutler Property Group, a Montrealbased real estate developer and investor,
has bought an 111-year-old Downtown
office building, part of the Canadian
company’s plan to acquire as much as $10
million of property in the Memphis area.

Terms of the purchase were not disclosed.
Located at 254 Court Ave., the five-story
building was constructed in 1906 as the
regional headquarters of the Crane Co.,
and the 52,000-square-foot building and
its 45-car adjacent parking lot underwent
an extensive renovation in recent years.
“Memphis has so many beautiful old
buildings in the Downtown core but rarely
are they renovated to the extent 254 Court
Ave. is,” said Cutler Property Group president Adam Cutler in a release.
Cutler tapped Alex Stringfellow and
Ron Riley of Colliers International to handle
the leasing.
Riley said the building is currently
available for lease by floor or in its entirety.
Since 1982, Cutler has purchased and
developed more than 1.5 million square
feet of commercial space in Canada and
the United States.
– Patrick Lantrip

St. Jude Pulls $1.1M Permit
For New Research Lab
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
has filed a $1.1 million building permit application The permit call for interior renovations to install a new nuclear magnetic
resonance, or NMR, laboratory.
NMR is a research technique that provides detailed information on the magnetic
properties of certain atomic nuclei.
Belz Construction Services is listed as
the contractor on the application filed with
the city-county Office of Construction Code
Enforcement.
St. Jude is in the midst of a major expansion of its Downtown campus, part
of a strategic plan announced in 2015.
The plan calls for St. Jude and ALSAC, its
fundraising and awareness arm, to spend
about $9 billion over six years on operations and expanded facilities to increase
the number of patients treated on campus
by 20 percent, as well as expanded global
efforts to help children.
– Patrick Lantrip

Tigers’ Miller Named To
Biletnikoff Watch List
University of Memphis senior wide
receiver Anthony Miller has been named
to the Biletnikoff Award watch list, the
Tallahassee Quarterback Club Foundation announced. The Biletnikoff Award
annually recognizes college football’s most
outstanding receiver.
The Biletnikoff Award recipient is
selected by the Biletnikoff Award National
Selection Committee, a group of prominent
college football journalists, commentators
and former receivers. The group added
Miller to its watch list at mid-season in
2016.
Miller put together the best season by
a receiver in program history in 2016. He
set school season marks for receptions
(95), yards (1,434) and touchdown receptions (14), shattering the records held by
former Tigers and NFL great Isaac Bruce.
Miller and Bruce are the only two receivers to post 1,000-yard receiving seasons in
program history.
The Christian Brothers High School
product posted eight 100-yard receiving
games, including a school-record, 250-yard

performance against Tulsa. Miller went
over the 100-yard receiving mark in six of
the season’s final seven games.
Miller finished 2016 ranked among the
top-10 at the Football Bowl Subdivision
level in receiving yards (No. 9), receiving
yards per game (No. 9) and touchdown
receptions (No. 9). He also ranked in the top
five in the American Athletic Conference in
every receiving statistical category.
He rolled up 1,600 all-purpose yards
(69 rush/1,434 receive/97 punt return) last
season. The 1,600 all-purpose yards are
the fourth-most for a season in program
history, and the top three spots on that list
are held by former All-American DeAngelo
Williams.
The 2017 Biletnikoff Award winner will
be presented Dec. 7.
– Don Wade

UTHSC Nursing Makes
New Appointment
Dr. Christopher Lance Coleman has
been appointed chair and professor of
the Department of Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention in the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center’s College
of Nursing.
Prior to joining the UTHSC faculty,
Coleman was the director of the Health
Equity Collaborative and the Fagin Term
associate professor at the University of
Pennsylvania School of Nursing. Coleman
has mentored faculty, undergraduate and
graduate doctoral students. He also has

served on multiple editorial boards, written two books, published research articles,
and served as principal investigator and
co-investigator on federal research grants,
foundations and intramural funding.
One of his interests in Memphis is using
clinical practice to help address and eliminate health disparities in the area.
– Andy Meek

Collierville Car Show
Now Accepting Entries
The Collierville Police Department is
now accepting entries for the 2017 Collierville Classic Car Show benefiting the Collierville Education Foundation. The show
will be held Sept. 16 from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Central Church, 2005 E. Winchester Blvd.
The CPD has hosted the show annually
since 2009 as a community event and fundraiser benefiting the education foundation. Last year, the show raised more than
$30,000. The event is free and open to the
public and features food and drink vendors
in addition to the cars on display.
The entry fee is $25 per car, and entrants are eligible to receive one of up to
70 random cash drawings of $100, as well
as one $500 cash drawing, based on 400
vehicle registrations. Register online at colliervillecarshow.com/register, or register
at the event between 7:30 a.m. and noon.
Businesses interested in participating as a
vendor or sponsor should visit colliervillecarshow.com.
– Don Wade
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Ring Named Hutchison’s
New Head of School
Kristen D. Ring is the new head of
school for Hutchison School, the board
of the independent college preparatory
school for girls announced this week.
Ring comes to Hutchison from being
provost at Bayside Academy in Daphne,
Alabama, an independent pre-K through
12th-grade private school of 730 students.
Her resume also includes being director
of the Multisensory Academy of Practitioners at Forsyth Country Day School in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, a facility
for students with language-based learning
differences. Before that she was an English
teacher for 15 years.
“I want every girl to have an experience
that allows her to see the joy in learning,
whether she’s learning in a classroom or
on an athletic field or learning about friendship and personal relationships,” Ring said
in a written statement.
She succeeds Annette Smith, who was
Hutchison’s head of school for 17 years and
retired after a 50-year career in education.
Ring is the seventh head of school at
Hutchison, which was founded in 1902.

to create a new executive-in-residence
program for the medical device startup
accelerator.
The program allows ZeroTo510 cohorts
to receive ongoing expertise and guidance
in the medical device market for sales,
product development and other elements
of launching a successful business from
executives at Smith & Nephew, a global
medical technology business.
ZeroTo510 is now in its fifth year of
guiding medical device entrepreneurs
through the startup process and helping
them refine their business models and
go-to-market strategies, with the goal of
clearance for commercial deployment
through the FDA’s 510(k) process and a
path to product sales.
The executive-in-residence program
will be provided on-site to mentor current
ZeroTo510 teams, as well as teams that
have gone through the ZeroTo510 program
in the past. Smith & Nephew engineers will
extend their knowledge of medical devices
to students by providing guidance on product development and today’s market, as
well as mentoring support.

the league’s West Division. The preseason
vote was released at the league’s annual
media days.
The Tigers received 22 of the first-place
votes (169 points) to take the conference’s
West Division crown. Houston, the 2016
preseason favorite for the overall league
title, got six first-place votes (137 points)
to win the West Division and was closely
followed by Navy in third with one vote
and 128 points. Tulsa also received one vote
(102 points) to win the division.
USF was the unanimous choice to
win the East Division, garnering all 30
first-place votes. The Bulls also are the preseason pick to win The American title, with
26 of the 30 media votes. Memphis received
one vote to take the league’s championship.
Last season, the media selected the
Tigers to place third in the West Division.
Memphis did finish third with a 5-3 conference record in 2016.

– Andy Meek

Memphis Grizzlies guard/forward
Wayne Selden Jr. was named to the MGM
Resorts All-NBA Summer League Second
Team.
Selden averaged 22.7 points, 3.8 rebounds, 3.0 assists and 1.70 steals in 30.5
minutes, guiding the Grizzlies to a 5-1
record and a trip to the semifinals.
The All-NBA Summer League First
Team is comprised of Most Valuable Player
Lonzo Ball (Los Angeles Lakers), John Collins (Atlanta Hawks), Josh Jackson (Phoenix
Suns), Dennis Smith Jr. (Dallas Mavericks)
and Caleb Swanigan (Portland).
Joining Selden on the Second Team are
Cheick Diallo (New Orleans Pelicans), Bryn
Forbes (San Antonio Spurs), Kyle Kuzma
(Los Angeles Lakers) and Jayson Tatum
(Boston).

– Bill Dries

Bioworks, ZeroTo510
Team with Smith & Nephew
The Memphis Bioworks Foundation
and its ZeroTo510 medical device accelerator, have teamed up with Smith & Nephew

Tigers Football Picked
To Win AAC West
The American Athletic Conference has
released its football media poll, and for the
second time in three years, the University
of Memphis is the preseason favorite to win

– Don Wade

Grizzlies’ Selden Chosen
To All-NBA Summer Team

– Don Wade
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A Nashville-based private equity firm
with no previous media investments has
acquired a regional publisher that owns
12 websites, magazines and newspapers,
including The Collierville Herald.
American Hometown Publishing announced Monday, July 17, it has been
bought by West End Holdings. AHP, which
has assets in Tennessee, Virginia, Oklahoma and Florida, said under new ownership it “will immediately begin seeking
additional local media properties to add to
its portfolio,” according to a release.
In addition to The Collierville Herald,
those Tennessee assets include The Leader
in Covington and the Wayne County News
in Waynesboro, southwest of Nashville.
West End Holdings managing partner
Lyle Beasley said the media company’s
acquisition targets will be in more affluent,
slightly larger markets than their current
holdings.
“AHP has positioned itself as a sanctuary for struggling independent newspaper
owners who are looking for an exit but care
a great deal about how their community,
and even their own legacy, will be served
under new ownership,” Beasley said in
the release. “From our perspective, this is

an industry in need of a positive, hopeful
storyline, and we see AHP having almost
unlimited growth opportunity.”
American Hometown Publishing once
had an office in Middle Tennessee, but
is now headquartered in Wisconsin. The
company, founded in 2005, is led by CEO
Brad Dennison, a former executive at
GateHouse Media who joined AHP in 2015.
Beasley said expansion discussions are
already ongoing, with plans to grow into
new states immediately.
“My vision was to blend the know-how
of the large, publicly traded newspaper
conglomerates with a more patient, private
setting where decisions can be made for
the long haul, not just the current quarter,”
Dennison said in the release.
– Daily News staff

FedEx Releases More Info
On TNT Cyberattack
Memphis-based FedEx Corp. has released additional information regarding
the June 28 cyberattack on the worldwide
information systems of its subsidiary TNT
Express.
In a Monday, July 17, filing with the
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission,
FedEx says TNT was hit by a cyberattack
known as Petya, which involved the spread
of an information technology virus through
a Ukrainian tax software product.
“The systems and data of all other FedEx companies are currently unaffected by
the attack,” the company said in a release.
FedEx acquired TNT Express, an international package delivery and freight
transportation company, in 2016 and is in
the process of integrating TNT with FedEx
Express.
The integration is expected to be complete by 2020, according to FedEx, though
the company added, “We will continue to
refine our integration plans, however, particularly in light of the recent cyber-attack
at TNT Express.”
The Petya virus entered the TNT system through the company’s Ukrainian
operations, before spreading to the whole
system.
FedEx reported Monday that all of
TNT’s depots, hubs and facilities are operational and most TNT services are available but “customers are still experiencing
widespread service and invoicing delays.”
It went on to say manual processes are being used to facilitate a significant portion
of TNT’s operations and customer service
functions.
FedEx said it does not have cyber or
other insurance in place that would cover
the attack, and that it is unable to estimate
how long before operations return to normal or how much it would impact revenue.
– Patrick Lantrip

Lakeland to Cut Ribbon
On New Middle School
Lakeland elected officials and educators will cut the ribbon July 30 on the
$20 million Lakeland Middle Preparatory
School.
Located on Canada Road north of U.S.
70, the 112,000-square-foot facility is built
for 600 students and will be the second
school in the Lakeland School System. The
system began operations in August 2014
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with Lakeland Elementary School.
The Lakeland system currently has
interlocal agreements for middle and high
school students to attend schools in Bartlett
and Arlington.
With the opening of the new middle
school, Lakeland will grow from 940 students in grades K-5 to 1,500 students in
grades K-8.
The middle school campus has room
on its 94 acres for a high school as well as
athletic facilities.
The ribbon-cutting ceremony will be at
4:30 p.m. followed by tours of the school.
– Bill Dries

NexAir Inc. Acquires
Moore Oxygen Supply
Memphis-based nexAir has closed on
its acquisition of Moore Oxygen Supply
Inc. of Georgia.
Founded in 1965 in LaGrange, Georgia,
Moore Oxygen Supply supplies industrial,
medical and specialty gases, welding supplies and bulk liquid gas to customers in
western Georgia and eastern Alabama.
NexAir began servicing Moore customers
Monday, July 17.
NexAir is a third-generation familyowned business that is one of the largest
distributors of atmospheric gases and welding supplies in the nation. The company
says the acquisition boosts its footprint
in the southeastern U.S., where it already
operates several branches.
– Bill Dries

Cohen Requests Info On
TVA Plant Groundwater
U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen is asking state
officials for more information on high levels
of lead and arsenic recently found in the
groundwater monitoring wells beneath the
coal-fired Allen Fossil Plant in southwest
Memphis.
“This contaminated ground water is
only a short distance from where TVA recently drilled five 650-foot deep wells into
the Memphis Sands aquifer … to supply its
new natural gas fueled power plant with
cooling water,” Cohen wrote in the July 13
letter to Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation commissioner
Robert Martineau.
TDEC officials said earlier this month
they are confident the high levels of the
toxins have not affected the lower-level
groundwater that supplies Memphis’
drinking water.
The Tennessee Valley Authority, which
owns the Allen Fossil Plant, is building a
natural gas plant across the street and has
said it is investigating the contamination.
Cohen wants to know how TDEC
reached its conclusion that the toxins are
not impacting the deeper groundwater
and what that agency and TVA are doing
to prevent such contamination.
– Bill Dries

Tigers’ Pollard Named To
Hornung Award Watch List
University of Memphis sophomore
running back and kick returner Tony
Pollard has been named to the 2017 Paul
Hornung Award Watch List, the Louisville
Sports Commission announced. The award

is given annually to the most versatile
player in major college football.
Pollard was recognized as the 2016
American Athletic Conference Special
Teams Player of the Year and also was
named to two Freshman All-America teams
(USA Today, Football Writers Association
of America). Pollard, a 2016 All-American
Athletic Conference first team pick, led The
American in kickoff return yards per game
(28.1) and was the only player in the conference to return a kickoff for a touchdown.
The Memphis native played in all 13
games and made eight starts his freshman
season. His first kick return for a score came
in the Tigers’ 34-27 league victory over
Temple Oct. 6, a 95-yard run-back. The
return for a touchdown snapped a 20-year
drought for the Tigers.
Pollard’s second kick return for a touchdown came against No. 24/25 Navy Oct.
22, and he set three school with the return.
His 100-yard kick return for a touchdown
versus the Midshipmen is the longest in
program history. He finished the season
with 1,534 all-purpose yards, fifth-most for
a season in program history.
Memphis football players report to
campus July 27, with the first day of practice
the following day.

Jeremy Drewery has been indicted by a federal grand jury for trying to hire someone to
kill a witness in another federal court case.
Before his termination, Drewery had been
assigned to the Sheriff’s Office Narcotics
Task Force.
Acting U.S. Attorney Larry Laurenzi
announced the superseding indictment
Friday, July 14.
Drewery had already been indicted in
September for trying to extort money from
an alleged drug dealer in August 2016 and
the charges were amended this past March
to included another allegation of extortion
in 2013.
The latest charge was added after
the Sheriff’s Office received information,
according to federal prosecutors, that
Drewery had tried to hire someone to kill
a witness in the first case.
Drewery is charged with two counts of
Hobbs Act extortion, which involves the use
of his official power, two counts of bribery
and one count of solicitation to commit a
crime of violence.

– Don Wade

The Mississippi Affiliated Health Network, an alliance of hospitals and more
than 1,000 clinicians, has entered into an
agreement with the insurance giant Aetna
that will serve about 9,000 patients across
Mississippi.

St. Jude Research Identifies
Genetic Marker for Flu Risk
Researchers led by St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital have discovered a new
genetic marker that may help detect highrisk flu patients.
The genetic variation they’ve identified
is associated with influenza severity and
the supply of killer T cells that help patients
fight the infection. The scientists have also
linked the gene variant to a mechanism
that explains the elevated risk and offers
clues about the broader antiviral immune
response.
The research appeared online Monday,
July 17, in the scientific journal Nature
Medicine.
Researchers screened 393 flu patients
ranging from infants to 70 years old. The
researchers found that patients with a
particular inherited variation in the gene
IFITM3 were more than twice as likely to
develop severe, life-threatening flu symptoms as those who carried the protective
version of the gene.
Working at the molecular level, the
investigators showed how expression of
the IFITM3 protein was reduced in killer T
cells of patients with the high-risk variant
compared to other patients. Researchers
also found more killer T cells – which help
patients fight the infection – in the upper
airways of flu patients with the protective
variant compared to other patients.
Dr. Paul Thomas, an associate member
of the St. Jude Department of Immunology,
said a genetic marker of flu risk could make
a life-saving difference, particularly during
severe flu outbreaks, by helping prioritize
high-risk patients for vaccination, drug
therapy and other interventions.
– Andy Meek

Former Deputy Indicted for
Trying to Kill Witness
Former Shelby County Sheriff’s Deputy

– Bill Dries

Aetna Teams Up With
Mississippi Health Network

Aetna members already enrolled in
a fully insured plan and who have seen
a Mississippi Affiliated Health Network
provider in the last 12 months automatically became part of the collaboration on
Jan. 1. Those members are receiving the
additional benefit of an integrated care
delivery model that includes the tracking
of metrics to achieve higher quality care
and lower costs.
Aetna Mississippi market president
Frank Ulibarri said the organization is
pleased to work with the Mississippi Affiliated Health Network “to improve the
quality of care for our members and to
lower health care costs.”
The agreement is built around things
like network clinicians being accountable for meeting key quality metrics, such
as recommended cancer and diabetes
screenings, in exchange for a percentage of
savings achieved by improving outcomes
while lowering costs. Over time, the level
of accountability increases for clinicians.
This type of arrangement is becoming
more common as insurance carriers and
provider networks across the country move
to value-based care, a concept centered on
aligning incentives for health care providers to reduce costs and improve quality.
The Mississippi Affiliated Health Network is a physician-led alliance of health
care professionals working to improve
health and increase value to patients, employers, and other health care consumers.
– Andy Meek
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An Atlanta-based real estate investment firm has made its first purchase in the
Memphis market with the acquisition of a
198,103-square-foot shopping center in the
heart of Bartlett.
The Bartlett Towne Centre, located at
6005 Stage Road, was acquired by Branch
Properties LLC from Houston-based real
estate investment trust Weingarten Realty
for $28.8 million.
“It’s an extremely strong performing
Kroger asset, well located and good demographics – kind of the typical criteria,” Jesse
Shannon, Branch Properties’ chief investment officer, said.
Shannon said his company wasn’t specifically shopping the Memphis market prior
to the deal, but found the asset very attractive
nonetheless.
“We already have properties in Tennessee, so it made sense,” he said. “It was a
natural extension of the existing investments
we made in the market.”
Though it is Branch Properties’ first
acquisition in Memphis, Shannon said they
own several assets in Nashville, Chattanooga
and Knoxville.
In addition to Tennessee and Georgia,
Branch has acquired, developed and manages more than $2.5 billion in commercial
properties throughout the Southeast, accounting for more than 12 million square
feet of space since it was founded in 1973.
Shannon said his company typically invests long term, and will tap The Shopping
Center Group’s Danny Buring to handle
leasing at Bartlett Towne Centre, which he
added was common for the properties they
manage outside of Atlanta.
Built in 1989, the Kroger-anchored
retail center sits on just under 18 acres at
the southeast quadrant of Stage Road and
Bartlett Boulevard. Earlier this year, the
Shelby County Property Assessor appraised
the property for $18.5 million.

According to documents filed with the
Shelby County Register of Deeds, the shopping center has 27 other tenants besides
Kroger, including Petco, Dollar Tree, RentA-Center and several restaurants, including
an O’Charley’s.
Mark D. Stout, senior vice president/
general counsel for Weingarten, signed the
deed on its behalf, while Richard H. Ross,
Branch Properties’ executive vice president/
CFO, signed for his company.
Representatives with Weingarten did not
return a request for an interview by press
time. Among its other Memphis holdings,
Weingarten developed the 26-acre Ridgeway
Trace Center on Poplar Avenue near Interstate 240 that is anchored by a Target store
and includes several other large retailers.
The Branch Properties deal marks the
second notable acquisition of a large-scale
suburban shopping center by an out-of-town
investor in the past three months.
In April, a Boyle Investment Co. real estate investment fund sold the Germantown
Village Square to PEBB Enterprises, a private
equity firm based in Boca Raton, Florida, for
$29.3 million.
Boyle continues to handle the leasing
and management of the 200,000-squarefoot, two-level, mixed-use center, which was
developed in 1973 as an enclosed shopping
mall and was “de-malled” in 1985.
“Germantown Village Square is a fantastic property, located right in the heart
of Germantown on Poplar Avenue,” Mark
Halperin, executive vice president and COO
of Boyle, said when the sale was announced.
“Working with all of the tenants during the
past several years was a great experience,
and we look forward to seeing the property’s
continued success.”
Boyle was represented in that sale by
Johnny Lamberson, Terry Radford, Chris
Cozby and Chris Gerard of CBRE.
Major office and retail tenants at Germantown Village Square include The West
Clinic, TJ Maxx, Pier 1 Imports, OfficeMax,
Petco, Designer Shoe Warehouse, Crye-Leike
Realtors and McAlister’s Deli.
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Political Differences Endure After
County Tax-Rate Compromise
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners were
still calculating Monday, July 17, after they
passed a compromised, $4.11 county property tax rate at a special meeting.
But it probably won’t end the debate
about some larger issues that came up on
the path to the tax rate compromise.
“In 2019, there is going to be a plethora
of money floating around in government,”
commissioner Eddie Jones said after Monday’s decisions. “A tax cut down to what we
did was more than justified.”
Commissioners had been split between
a $4.13 rate that was the certified tax rate
calculated to produce the same amount
of revenue as the current tax rate of $4.37
taking into account the increase in property
values from the 2017 countywide property
reappraisal, and $4.10, which would have
eliminated the 3 cents of the rate that Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell wanted to
devote to a pay-as-you-go fund for smaller
capital projects.
Luttrell had hoped to salvage some tax
rate revenue for the pay-as-you-go fund
even if it was a penny on the tax rate.
But the compromise killed that, with
commissioner Terry Roland proposing to
devote what amounts to a penny to increase the 2 percent across-the-board pay
raise the commission had earlier approved
for county employees to 3 percent in the
$1.2 billion county budget.
The commission approved that, setting

“

If you live in any of the
suburban cities, you pay
twice. Don’t think you have
cornered the market on
paying taxes.”
–Terry Roland, Shelby County commissioner

the stage for a separate action that cut the
other two cents from the tax rate.
“Think about the fact that there are
homes that appreciated a significant
amount and some that didn’t appreciate
at all,” commissioner David Reaves said
as he quarreled with Jones’ use of the term
windfall.
“I don’t know if it’s really a windfall per
se,” Reaves said. “A lot of them – an appeal

Shelby County commissioner Heidi Shafer, who was the first to propose a 3-cent cut in the certified county tax rate of $4.13,
said it was not easy to compromise on the $4.11 tax rate.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

didn’t net anything for them. I think it’s
kind of a shift.”
The compromise tax rate was approved
by the commission on an 11-2 vote, with
commissioners Walter Bailey and Justin
Ford voting no.
Bailey contended there should be no
tax cut.
Ford favored a $4.10 rate.
“This was an old-fashioned horse trading situation all done on the record,” said
commissioner Heidi Shafer, who originally
proposed the $4.10 property tax rate.
“It’s very inelegant, but what we came
out with was something where everyone
can win,” Shafer said.
There were moments when there
seemed to be a question about how much
fight was left for the two positions.
Those questions quickly evaporated
when Reaves called for a vote on the $4.10
rate after Ford had declared he favored that
or nothing. Had all six Republican commissioners voted for the rate, Ford would
have been the seventh vote necessary for
passage.
That’s when Roland’s amendment for
$4.11 was resurrected as an amendment by
Democrats on the commission.
Reaves made an appeal to Democrats
to “come to the middle.”
“That is the No. 1 thing in the suburbs,”
he said of the move to deliver a property tax
cut. “We need some Democrats to come to
the middle of this.”
“I can understand the tax cut,” said

Democratic commissioner Van Turner.
“We’ve had a surplus for at least two years.
… The 2-cent cut almost right sizes what
individuals would have to pay for property
taxes. It sort of makes it neutral for them.”
Shafer said the compromise showed
the commission can “walk and chew gum
at the same time.”
“It’s not easy to compromise,” she
added.
Commissioner Reginald Milton, who
was on the other side of the compromise
from Shafer, said the two factions met in
the middle.
“I don’t think anyone got exactly what
they wanted,” he said.
The commission also approved Monday a $905,000 grant to the Boys & Girls
Club of Greater Memphis to open two centers at Dunbar Elementary and Craigmont
High schools.
Commissioners had voted down county funding for three of the school centers
earlier in the month, with the understanding that Shelby County Schools would
fund them.
But on Friday, July 14, the school system
said it was legally barred from using its
direct budget revenue for anything other
than school system programs for grades K
through 12.
That is where some of the more enduring philosophical and political differences
among commissioners became evident.
Reaves questioned why commissioners
couldn’t come up with the funding through

their increased individual allocations of
grant funds.
Others pushed for the city of Memphis
to put up half of the funding to match any
county money.
“The need far outweighs the dollars,” Bailey countered, arguing that city
residents also pay county taxes. “What
you have here is that the city taxpayers
pay twice.”
“If you live in any of the suburban cities, you pay twice,” Roland replied. “Don’t
think you have cornered the market on
paying taxes.”
Commissioner George Chism argued
that he and Republican commissioners
from the suburbs find themselves pushing and pushed politically in such matters.
“I know the people that elected me,
elected me to not give away their money,”
he said of the Boys & Girls Club funding.
“So I push that envelope and make the
argument.”
Chism was one of the four no votes on
the funding.
All told, the administration will be using
approximately $2.7 million from the county
fund balance, or reserves, to balance the
general fund budget, including the percentage point added to the county pay raise and
funding for the Boys & Girls Club centers,
according to county chief administrative
officer Harvey Kennedy.
That compares to $7.8 million used
from county reserves to balance the budget
for the fiscal year that ended June 30.
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MRG; Thomas & Betts Receive Tax Incentives
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Makowsky Ringel Greenberg
and Thomas & Betts were both
awarded tax incentives to advance their respective projects
by the Economic Development
Growth Engine for Memphis and
Shelby County on Wednesday,
July 19.
Local multifamily development group Makowsky Ringel
Greenberg (MRG) was awarded
a 14-year tax abatement to construct a 132,477-square-foot,
108-unit apartment complex in
Midtown.
Named Madison @ McLean
after the eponymous Midtown
intersection it will reside on, the
$14 million project is the first ever
recipient of a Residential PILOT
(payment-in-lieu-of-taxes), incentive, which was created earlier
this year by EDGE.
The approval comes a week
after MRG reached a settlement
with a group of Midtown residents on an unrelated multifamily project at East Parkway and
Sam Cooper Boulevard known as

the Overton Gateway.
“Per EDGE policy procedures,
staff engaged Arch Inc. to ensure
the project was good for the area,”
Trey McKnight, an economic development specialist for EDGE,
said. “Arch Inc. found the project
to be appropriate for Midtown
Memphis and construction costs
are in line. The project is also
supported by the Midtown CDC.”
Of the $14 million capital investment, only the $12.2 million
associated with hard construction costs and land acquisition for
Madison @ McLean are eligible
for incentives.
The project would occupy
the entire block from McLean
Boulevard to Idlewild Street and
consist of 72 one-bedroom units,
32 two-bedroom units, and 127
parking spaces contained within
a five-story wood frame building
and garage. Ten parking spaces
along Madison Avenue will also
be made available.
The complex also offers a fitness room, on-site bicycle parking and a common area.
MRG estimates rents will run
around $1.51 per square foot,
which would be comparable to

rates at Crosstown Concourse
and Highland Row near the University of Memphis, according to
MRG principal Michael Greenberg.
“Part of the reason why I’m
more optimistic about the rents
than the market study is that we
didn’t have a competitive set (of
comparable properties),” Greenberg said of a third-party study
that found rents in Midtown
averaged $1.37 per square foot.
“We looked at a lot of properties,
including many we own in Midtown, that have been renovated,
which brings those averages
down.”
The site is now collecting
around $25,000 in taxes annually, but EDGE staff estimates
that tax revenues would increase
to $91,000 during the term of the
PILOT and to $364,000 after the
PILOT runs its course.
“Even with MRG’s strong estimates of $1.51 per square foot,
PILOT assistance is needed for
this project to work,” McKnight
concluded.
Per the terms of its PILOT,
MRG is required to spend $3 million with city and county certified

minority and women business
enterprises (MWBEs).
EDGE also granted a 15-year
PILOT to Memphis-based Thomas & Betts to relocate its corporate
headquarters from Southwind
to the Ridgeway Center in East
Memphis and consolidate its regional research and development
functions.
The tax incentives will pave
the way for the low-voltage electrical components and products
manufacturer to invest $20.7
million into its new facility at 860
Ridge Lake Blvd. That is the
home of ServiceMaster Global
Holdings, which is relocating its
corporate headquarters to the
former Peabody Place Mall in
Downtown Memphis.
“Thomas & Betts represents the third piece of securing
three corporate headquarters in
Memphis and Shelby County,”
McKnight said of the musical
chairs-like reshuffling of corporate headquarters involving
Thomas & Betts, ServiceMaster
and Sedgwick Claims Management Services, the latter of which
plans to occupy Thomas & Betts’
current office location at 8155

T&B Blvd. in Southwind.
“These three projects saved
over 2,500 jobs and invested more
than $92 million in Memphis and
Shelby County,” he said.
According to Thomas & Betts’
PILOT application, the plan will
allow the company to retain 523
jobs and create 75 net new jobs
with an average salary of $86,788.
EDGE officials estimate the
expansion project will generate
$45 million in local tax revenues
during the term of the PILOT,
while resulting in a $3.1 million
benefit to Thomas & Betts.
Additionally, Thomas & Betts
is required to spend at least $2.3
million with Memphis and Shelby
County certified MWBEs.
Thomas & Betts, which was
acquired in 2012 by ABB, a global
technology conglomerate specializing in power and automation, now operates as a division
of ABB’s $10 billion Electrification
Products Division.
News of the company’s relocation plans were first reported
by The Daily News June 30, after
the manufacturing company
informed its employees of the
pending move.

C O R P O R AT E N E W S

Monogram Foods Taps Female
Executive as Chief Information Officer
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis-based Monogram Foods
has tapped a woman who joined the
company in 2013 to fill a newly created
position of chief information officer.
Having a female executive at a company like Monogram in charge of IT is
something of a rarity, according to Joan
Vanness, who was promoted to the new
role after joining Monogram first as senior
vice president for information technology.
She works out of the company’s Memphis support center in the Oak Court Office Building, and her responsibilities include everything involving the IT systems,
from the equipment used to networks to
the security of applications.
“I think there are a few reasons why it’s
not common to see,” Vanness said about
her new role at Monogram, a company
that produces and distributes packaged
meat products, snacks and appetizers.
“First is just the percentage of females

going into the IT business and going into
technology is certainly a lot less than their
male counterparts. I think that immediately cuts it down to make it an anomaly.”
She was promoted a few weeks ago
to her new role and started her tenure
overseeing the implementation of Monogram’s new business process management software. The Athena Project, as the
implementation is referred to internally,
will provide the company with more standardized processes and business sustainability as it continues to grow.
Since it started in 2005 by purchasing the former King Cotton and Circle B
brands of meat products from Sara Lee
Corp., Monogram has grown considerably
through numerous acquisitions of meat
brands and plants, many in the Midwest.
It has made the Inc. 5000 list of fastest
growing private companies eight times.
Monogram said Vanness and her team
will also continue to execute everyday
IT operations and work to improve the
efficiency at Monogram plants through
an initiative that will collect data from
manufacturing machines and use that

data to improve other systems.
Before joining Monogram, Vanness
worked in a variety of different IT roles
for manufacturing companies.
She graduated from Vanderbilt University with a degree in electrical engineering, and held her first job as a systems
engineer for DuPont in Nashville. She
then moved on to General Electric as a
senior programmer.
She later rejoined the DuPoint team in
Nashville – after part of the company there
got bought out – to redesign and update
its hardware and software technology
systems. A company called Daramic then
recruited Vanness to move to France to
be its chief project manager, overseeing
implementation of its enterprise resource
planning system there.
After that project was finished and
running smoothly, Vanness joined Polymer Group as its vice president of IT.
At the time, Polymer Group had 22
manufacturing facilities in seven different countries.
She came to Memphis about five years
ago after having worked out of Barcelona,

Spain, on a three-country project. She
decided she wanted to move back to be
closer to her parents who lived in Memphis, although Vanness herself never had.
She also worked at Wright Medical
Group Inc. for about a year as a contract
project manager before her first position
at Monogram came open.
"Joan has built an IT department since
joining Monogram that positions us for
continued growth,” said Monogram CFO
David Dunavant, who praised her “consistent and steady leadership at the executive
level,” as well as her “professionalism and
knowledge.”
Her advice for women considering
roles in IT or even entering technologyrelated fields at all is to first and foremost
have confidence in themselves.
“Get yourself out of the comfort zone
and see what you can achieve,” she said.
“I think it’s more than what people would
set their sights on. And look for other
points of view. There’s lots of ways to be
successful, lots of ways to be right. And
you’ve got to get out of your comfort zone
to find some of those.”
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Batterson Lands Jennifer McGrath To
Sculpt Education at Halloran Centre
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

If you can make it there, you can make it
anywhere. So Frank Sinatra famously sang
of New York City.
Jennifer McGrath made it there. She
worked in production at the Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater and then became
stage manager at the American Ballet
Theatre.
But that’s changing.
Brett Batterson, president and CEO
of the Orpheum Theatre Group, dared to
swing for a big hire and reached out to
McGrath, who had come through Memphis
in her previous positions.
“He said to me `I want someone who
wants to change the world,’” McGrath
told The Daily News in a recent telephone
interview from New York.
This fall, McGrath starts her new position as the Orpheum’s vice president
of education. Batterson says he received
more than 80 applications for the job. He
has no doubt that many of those people
were qualified.
But as McGrath recounted, he wasn’t
looking merely for qualified. The new
Halloran Centre for Performing Arts &
Education has proven a game-changer.
Yes, as McGrath described it, it is architecturally “gorgeous.” But it also has opened
up education opportunities that didn’t
previously exist.
“We’re only limited by our imagination,” Batterson said. “We have a number
of spaces. When we’re doing classes, we can
do eight a day.”
The real imagination comes when
considering where the arts, education,
imagination and community problems all
might intersect.
“An incredible vehicle for education,”
McGrath said. “Absolutely, that appealed
to me. I’m not going to lie, that’s a big part
of the opportunity. The Halloran Theatre
is a blank page to jump off from and that’s
a massive draw.”
How much of a blank page? Well, to
listen to Batterson and McGrath speak
about what’s possible is to hear perfectly
in-sync echoes.
Which is to say, they believe almost
anything is possible and worth attempting.
Arts education has worked with children on
topics such as divorce or death of a parent,
but the subject matter is almost limitless.
“What is a problem, what is a societal ill,
and can it be addressed?” Batterson asked.
“I look at gang violence; I don’t know if we
can address that. But let’s at least look at
it and try.
“If our dreams aren’t scary,” he continued, “then they’re not big enough – somebody said that.”
McGrath earned a bachelor of fine arts
in drama from NYU’s Tisch School of the
Arts. Among her professional accomplish-

Brett Batterson, president and CEO of the Orpheum Theatre Group, says the educational opportunities that can come from
the Halloran Centre are unlimited, and new hire Jennifer McGrath will be the architect of what’s created.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

JENNIFER MCGRATH
ments: directing “OBAMATRY: A Spoken
Word Remix on the 44th President of the
United States”; stage managing the United
Nations 2015 Sustainable Goals Summit
and historic visit of the Pope to the General
Assembly; and doing guest work at NYU’s
Playwrights Horizons Theater School and
the LaGuardia High School for the Performing Arts.
In addition, McGrath directed NYU’S
2011 Summer High School Drama Program, working with students from across
the country in three different training
methodologies at the Tisch School of the
Arts, and has been a long-tenured volunteer with the New York based organiza-

tion, SAY, a nonprofit that uses the arts to
improve confidence and communication
skills in children who stutter.
“For anyone who knows me, passion for
the arts as a means of change is important,”
she said, adding that her career decision
did not stun colleagues. “The reaction was,
`Wow, of course you’ve got to do that.’
And they’re all looking forward to visiting
Memphis.”
Although McGrath was not unfamiliar
with Memphis, Batterson wanted to make
sure she knew the city as it is now.
“I gave her a driving tour, showed her
what a great town it is,” he said. “All the
great arts organizations, the rich culture
and opportunities in arts education.”
Although she was not actively seeking a
new position, she had been thinking about
new opportunities. Batterson’s call came at
the right time.
“What’s the next step? How can I keep
going? Sometimes when you work in production you’re seen only as a production
person,” McGrath said. “I’m wanting to
work with management, fundraising, the
board ...”
She’ll get to do all of that here.
As for where she will be down the road
– Memphis, back in New York, somewhere
else?
“I will have to see what happens in
Memphis,” she said. “My ultimate goal
is to use the arts to educate, inspire and
promote change and teach tolerance and
enrich lives. That’s my long-term goal and

there are a variety of ways I could do that.”
Batterson admits that without the
Halloran, he might never even have dialed
McGrath’s number.
“I don’t think I would have looked so
hard for someone with her special talent, if
we didn’t have the Halloran. I don’t think
I would have needed to go to that level.”

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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real estate recap

Ulta Files Permit for Poplar Commons Store
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

4572 POPLAR AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38117
PERMIT AMOUNT: $450,000
PROJECT COST: $25 million
APPLICATION DATE: July 2017
COMPLETION: 2017
OWNER: Seritage Growth Properties
TENANT: Ulta Beauty
DETAILS: Ulta Beauty is preparing to
build out its space in Poplar Commons,
the East Memphis shopping center rising across from Oak Court Mall.
The cosmetics retailer is seeking a
$450,000 permit application to work on
the interior of its future location at 4572
Poplar Ave., inside the shopping center
that will be anchored by Nordstrom
Rack.
No contractor is listed on the application.
Property owner Seritage Growth
Properties is building the $25 million
center on the site of the former Sears
store at Poplar Avenue and Perkins Road

Extended.
In addition to Nordstrom Rack and
Ulta, the 135,200-square-foot retail
center will feature an LA Fitness gym,
additional junior anchors, smaller retail
stores and restaurants.
Following Sears’ closure in April 2016,
Seritage razed the store and auto center
on a nearby outparcel and began construction on the five new buildings that
compose Poplar Commons.
Seritage pulled a permit in January
for the build-out of Nordstrom Rack’s
space.
In the company’s latest earnings report,
released in May, Seritage estimates
the Poplar Commons center will reach
“substantial completion” in the third
quarter.
Seritage Growth Properties is a publicly
traded, self-managed real estate investment trust that spun off from Sears
Holdings in 2015. The company has 235
wholly owned properties – of which 201
are leased to Sears Holdings – as well
as 31 joint venture properties. Overall,
its portfolio totals more than 42 million
square feet across 49 states and Puerto
Rico.
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Poplar
Commons

4834 S MENDENHALL ROAD
MEMPHIS, TN 38141
SALE AMOUNT: $6.1 million
SALE DATE: July 2017
BUYER: Aaron Thomas Co.
SELLER: Glencore Cotton Storage USA
DETAILS: Los Angeles-based packing
company Aaron Thomas Co. is growing
its Mid-South footprint with the purchase of a 400,000-square-foot facility at
4834 S. Mendenhall Road from Glencore
Cotton Storage USA.
Brad Murchison of Colliers International represented Aaron Thomas in the
$6.1 million transaction, while Preston
Thomas, also with Colliers International, represented the seller.
“The acquisition of 4834 S. Mendenhall
by Aaron Thomas Co. was strategic in
the fact that the building is in close
proximity to their current operation
located at 5649 Distribution Drive
consisting of 240,000 square feet,” Murchison said. “The additional 400,000
square feet will provide Aaron Thomas
the ability to meet the contract packaging demands of its current and future
customer base that have the need to be
serviced out of Memphis.”
Founded in 1973, Aaron Thomas is a
full-service contract packaging company with offices in Los Angeles, Chicago
and Memphis. The Memphis office
opened in 1988.
“Already with locations in Chicago
and Los Angeles, the newly expanded
Memphis packaging location completes
a strategic triad of contract packaging service facilities,” according to its
website.
Built in 1978, the 400,000-square-foot
distribution facility includes a 150-footdeep truck court, 22-foot clear height
and 6,500 square feet of office space.
2765 WOLF CREEK PARKWAY
MEMPHIS, TN 38133
PERMIT AMOUNT: $179,330
APPLICATION DATE: July 2017

OWNER: Brixmor Property Group
TENANT: Dave & Buster’s
CONTRACTOR: North American Roofing Services Inc.
DETAILS: Popular adult arcade/restaurant Dave & Buster’s is continuing
construction work on its first Memphis
location.
Property owner Brixmor Property
Group has filed a building permit application to install a new roof on the
future Dave & Buster’s at 2765 Wolfcreek
Parkway, near Wolfchase Galleria.
North American Roofing Services Inc. is
listed as the contractor on the $179,330
permit.
Brixmor announced in January that
Dallas-based Dave & Buster’s would
become the entertainment anchor of
The Commons of Wolfcreek when it
opens in a 43,500-square-foot space
formerly occupied by Sports Authority.
The restaurant is aiming to open in the
fourth quarter.
100 PEABODY PLACE
MEMPHIS, TN 38103
TENANT: Constangy, Brooks, Smith &
Prophete LLP
TENANT’S AGENT: Darrell Cobbins,
Universal Commercial Real Estate LLC
LANDLORD: Belz Enterprises
LANDLORD’S AGENT: Gray Fiser,
CBRE
DETAILS: Constangy, Brooks, Smith
& Prophete LLP, an Atlanta-based
workplace law firm, has signed a
3,000-square-foot lease in the Peabody
Place Office Tower in Downtown Memphis.
Darrell Cobbins, president and CEO
of Universal Commercial Real Estate
LLC, represented the tenant in the lease
while Gray Fiser, senior associate broker
with CBRE, represented the landlord,
Belz Enterprises.
Founded in 1946, Constangy, Brooks,
Smith & Prophete has a network of
more than 180 lawyers at 32 offices in 15
states, including the Downtown Memphis office.
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R E S TA U R A N T S

New Dixon Gallery Cafe Owners See
The Food Experience as ‘Storytelling’
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

From the time in college when Kevin
and Kristi Bush first started dating, the
now husband-and-wife team of chefs
who run their own local catering business
were in love with the idea of food as an
experience to savor – not a commodity to
be consumed before simply moving on to
the next thing.
When his friends were hitting up bars
at night, Kevin Bush recalls, he and his
future wife were saving up to enjoy the
occasional night out at a four- or five-star
restaurant.
That same inclination for refinement
and quality still shows up today in CFY
Catering, the enterprise through which
the Bushes have catered parties, events
and private tables for about a decade now.
And it characterizes the culinary aesthetic they bring to Park & Cherry, the
restaurant at Dixon Gallery & Gardens
the couple now runs and where they’re
also the chefs. Its menu offers everything
from salads to sandwiches, soups, quiches
and desserts.
The restaurant temporarily closed in
June to transition to the new management. The grand reopening came July 14 –
on Bastille Day, the holiday celebration in

Kevin Bush (left) and his wife Kristi now manage Park & Cherry by CFY, the Dixon Gallery & Gardens restaurant, in addition to
their catering business CFY Catering.
(Justin Fox Burks)

The Bushes will sometimes try to link the menu at Park &
Cherry by CFY to new exhibits at the Dixon.
(Justin Fox Burks)

France that inspired
the Bushes to focus
the menu on French
flavors that day.
That’s one of the
most basic philosophies behind all of
the couple’s pursuits: The creation
of a menu and the
execution that brings
all of its myriad
dishes to life, Kevin
Bush explains, can
be thought about as
a kind of storytelling.
“You can kind
of look into a chef’s
soul through their
menu and through
their food,” he said.
“‘Story’ might be
an abstract way of
saying it, but you’re
kind of looking into
them. You’ll kind of
see into who Kristi
and I are through our
flavors and style. But
we’re also hoping to
showcase – by using
the fresh herbs and
ingredients grown
right on the property
– a taste of the garden
you’ve come to see

and enjoy.
“Even locally – if you were to go to, say,
Andrew Michael (Italian Kitchen) and eat
their food, the reason it’s successful is it’s
them. It’s them on a plate.”
Coming on board at the Dixon also
brought longtime friends of the institution deeper into the fold, since the
Bushes have catered dozens of events at
the Dixon.
Chantal Drake, the museum’s director of communications, said in addition
to helping with events, the couple is also
on the Dixon’s preferred caterers list for
people who rent out the venue for weddings and private events.
“We’re so excited they’re going to be a
permanent part of the Dixon,” Drake said.
The restaurant’s new name is Park &
Cherry by CFY. It’s open six days a week,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Bush said the restaurant’s menu will
change seasonally, and they’re going to
start growing things like herbs in the onsite garden and linking the restaurant
conceptually to new exhibits in the museum from time to time.
The couple started their catering business back when they were newlyweds and
shortly before the birth of their first child.
To make ends meet, they started doing
desserts for local restaurants.
The catering business still exists and
hasn’t really changed, with the couple still
doing special events, weddings and the

“

One thing I’ve always found
is the restaurants I’ve
always enjoyed eating at
were restaurants where the
restaurant was telling the
story through their food,
through their menu.”
–Kevin Bush, Co-owner and chef, CFY Catering

like. The opportunity to lead the Dixon’s
restaurant now gives them another platform they can use to do a version of what
they’ve been pursuing for years now.
“One thing I’ve always found,” Bush
said, “is the restaurants I’ve always enjoyed eating at were restaurants where the
restaurant was telling the story through
their food, through their menu.
“The Dixon is an amazing place for
people. It’s a chance to escape your 9-to-5
for a half hour and maybe have some delicious food and take in an exhibit and the
gardens before going back to the grind.
Sometimes, just a step away from your everyday grind can be very therapeutic and
make you more productive in the end.”
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H E A LT H CA R E

Rhodes College Appoints Kendra Hotz
As First Chair in Population Health

“

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

One of the philosophies behind Dr. Kendra Hotz’s career as
a health care-related researcher
and scholar is the notion that a
person’s ZIP code casts a much
longer shadow over their health
care than their genetic code
does.
She’ll be exploring and helping students explore that reality
more deeply as a result of her
being tapped as the first holder
of the newly created Robert
R. Waller Chair in Population
Health at Rhodes.
Rhodes says the purpose of
creating the chair is to provide
leadership for urban studies
majors focused on urban and
community health. Hotz, whose
chairmanship will entail both a
research component and teaching five courses a year, will be
keenly focused on what are
known as the social determinants of health – studying the
interplay between things like
race, social class, what kind of
foods are available in an area
and the like.

We have to recognize
that our health
outcomes are less a
product of the choices
we make than they
are a product of the
life chances available
to us.”

DR. KENDRA HOTZ
The creation of the position is also a reflection of the
school’s interest in bringing an
academic analysis to some of
the health disparities that exist
in Memphis. Hotz also brings a
background in religious studies
to her new role.
“We have to recognize that
our health outcomes are less a
product of the choices we make
than they are a product of the
life chances available to us,” said
Hotz, whose career has included
being named theologian in residence at Church Health.
She’s also been tapped as

–Dr. Kendra Hotz, Robert R. Waller
Chair in Population Health at Rhodes

senior scholar in religion and
ethics in the Center of Excellence
in Faith and Health at Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare. And
she’s written books like “Dust
and Breath: Faith, Health and
Why the Church Should Care
about Both.”
“So if health is socially constructed, then as a society we
have an obligation to create the
conditions that give people a fair
chance at good health,” Hotz
said. “My discipline is religious
studies, so the most basic thing
I’m interested in is how people
make sense of their lives at the

most fundamental level. And my
question has been about how
those faith commitments shape
the ways people live, the kinds
of communities they make, the
choices they make and the way
they make sense of what happens to them.”
The chairmanship is named
for Dr. Bob Waller, who’s served
as a trustee at Rhodes since
2003. He’s worked locally and
nationally toward pursuing more
equity, among other things, in
health care both locally and
nationally. He’s also past president and CEO of the Mayo
Healthcare System.
Health care executives and
academics in Memphis talk more
frequently these days about the
bigger picture around not just
episodic care but taking a much
broader look at community-wide
health and disparities within
communities. Those people
include Dr. David Stern, the
Robert Kaplan Executive Dean
of the College of Medicine and
vice chancellor for clinical affairs
at the University of Tennessee
Health Science Center.
In an interview with The
Daily News, Stern agreed with
Hotz’s position – that the largest

percentage of a person’s health
care stems from things other
than disease and doctor care and
the like. There’s a whole range of
behavioral health issues Stern
said come into play, including
the environment a person lives
in and stresses within that environment.
“What we’re trying to do is
get students to think about how
we can change social structures
to encourage human health and
flourishing,” Hotz said. “I’ll teach
courses that will focus on urban
studies, on African-American
studies, religious studies, and in
all of those courses what we’ll be
looking at are different components of our social lives and how
they shape our possibilities for
health. And also how they shape
what I would call our healthseeking behaviors. The concrete
actions we take and choices we
make that contribute to or are
obstacles to health.
“The other thing I’ll be doing
is working with community partners like Le Bonheur and Church
Health and Methodist Healthcare to think about how they can
coordinate their efforts so their
clinical work is aligned with the
social realities in the city.”

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Memphis Music Initiative Inks Deal to Move Operations
Into the Old Downtown Firehouse by Early Next Year
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

The old firehouse at the corner of Linden Street and Martin
Luther King Jr. Avenue has gone
through many incarnations
since the 1800s, including stints
as a recording studio, nightclub
and pop-up beer garden.
Now it can add one more to
the list – office.
The Memphis Music Initiative (MMI), a local nonprofit
organization, recently signed
a 10,000-square-foot lease to
move its headquarters into the
iconic Downtown structure,

marking a new chapter in the
building’s long history.
Darrell Cobbins, president
and CEO of Universal Commercial Real Estate LLC, represented
MMI in the deal, while Benjamin Orgel and Adam Slovis
represented the landlord, Orgel
Family LP.
“I think it’s a big win for
Downtown Memphis,” Cobbins
said. “That particular location
has been sitting there for a long,
long time.”
Prior to the move, the
2-year-old music educationoriented nonprofit was being
incubated at ArtsMemphis’ 575
S. Mendenhall Road location.

“They wanted to be in a
unique urban setting, so we
looked a lot in Downtown and
Midtown,” Cobbins said. “We
identified different options for
them, but we kind of stumbled
across the firehouse. We were
thinking about it more as a long
shot, because it’s never been
an office.”
Most recently the building
was used to host a summer-long
pop-up beer garden events in
2015 known as the Memphis
Fire Haus, which was geared to
raise awareness of the locale’s
commercial viability.
Prior to that, the old firehouse was home to several

nightclubs in the early days of
FedExForum, and was where
legendary music producer Chips
Moman housed his Three Alarm
Studio in the 1980s and early 1990s, when he famously
worked with Ringo Starr and
Bobby Womack.
Cobbins said his clients
tapped Self + Tucker Architects
and general contractor Metro
Construction to handle the
extensive interior renovations.
“It further helps cement that
section of Downtown as viable,”
Cobbins said, citing similar
nearby renovation projects like
the Clayborn Temple and Universal Life buildings. “It starts to

bring a lot more life and vitality
to that southern section.”
If everything goes as
planned, MMI hopes to be up
and running in its new office
sometime in the first quarter
of 2018.
Meanwhile, Orgel said he
thinks the lease is a win-win for
not only MMI and his company,
but the city as a whole.
“Our team loves buying
these old historic buildings,
renewing them, and improving
Downtown,” Orgel said. “We’ve
enjoyed working with Darrell
and the team with the Memphis
Music Initiative and I think it’s
going to be a great partnership.”
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DOWNTOWN

Riverfront Concept Plan Intersects With
Many Others About Key City Asset

This rendering of Mud Island Harbor is part of Studio Gang’s concept plan for the
Memphis riverfront. The goal is to connect six miles of parks and other properties
along the riverfront and improve access to the Mississippi River. 
(Studio Gang)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The Memphis riverfront is hardly a
blank canvas. But you would never know
that from the number of plans there have
been over several decades to make it more
of a “front door” for the city – to borrow
a phrase from more than a few of those
reports.
When Gia Biagi, principal of Studio
Gang, the Chicago design firm that has
come up with a new riverfront concept
plan, made her presentation Tuesday,
July 18, she included a slide of the early
20th century riverfront and noted that all
of the major landmarks are still there in
one form or another.
A pedestrian bridge between the
southern tip of Mud Island and Riverside
Drive, more pedestrian use of Riverside
Drive, a pavilion at Tom Lee Park and
greater access to the edge of the Mississippi River are among the elements of a
concept that Biagi coined simply and at
the front of her presentation – “The river
is the thing.”
“I think softening up those edges,
getting people to feel this is not some
superhighway for barges,” she said later
of the six-mile stretch from Mud Island’s
north end where the Wolf River meets the
Mississippi River to Martin Luther KingRiverside Park.
The concept specifically mentions the
hard edges of McKellar Lake bordering
MLK-Riverside Park and would convert its
nine-hole golf course into festival grounds
for year-round use along with vacant land
north of the park.
Another slide showed the covers of
11 different riverfront reports and plans
dating back to 1980.

“I think there were more actually,” she
said later. “We looked at points of convergence. What are the ideas that bubble up
and don’t go away. … The goal here is to
offer a set of options that can inspire the
conversations that need to continue.”
Riverfront Development Corp. president Benny Lendermon noted an absence
of large architectural features.
“You see a lot of taking advantage of
other efforts that are already on the way
to move the riverfront,” he said. “You see
tying everything together.”
The concept plan is for the Mayor’s
Riverfront Task Force, the 17-member
group Mayor Jim Strickland assembled
in January.
Alan Crone, chairman of the task
force, followed Strickland’s lead in acknowledging the earlier plans that went
nowhere and the numbing effect that too
many renderings over that time can have.
“This is a concept, not a plan,” he said
at the outset. “It is a starting point for a
common conversation.”
That conversation has some familiar
topics, including a pedestrian bridge
across the Wolf River Harbor to mainland
Memphis.
“It could be a cantilevered bridge. It
could be a drawbridge. It could be a pontoon bridge. It could be done any number
of ways,” Crone said. “But the main idea
is we need a southern connector to Mud
Island from Downtown.”
That conversation comes as other
long-running conversations about specific parts of the riverfront have been
underway.
“From the Strickland administration’s
position, something has to happen with
Mud Island,” Crone said. “And now we
have a framework to begin looking at what
we do with Mud Island. … We’ve already
been talking to folks and those conversa-

tions really haven’t gotten very far.”
Crone thought the rendering of a
cobblestones area with a “forested” look
would get panned by the public, but has
instead been “well received.”
But the long-running and long-delayed restoration of the cobblestones area
is stalled, Lendermon said.
It’s tied to improving the railroad
crossing above the cobblestones on Riverside Drive that the Tennessee Department of Transportation says must come
first before its money is released to begin
work on the cobblestones.
“The fear of some, including myself, is that that period of time could be
very lengthy, well exceeding a year,”
Lendermon said. “And we are trying to
have discussions now with a number of
people about if the funding is there, and
everybody agrees we are going to do the
crossing, why are you going to let this historic site continue to deteriorate another
year, two years, maybe three years before
you allow construction to go forward to
improve it?”
Biagi says her group initially looked at
rolling up Riverside Drive before settling
on a concept of pop-up events and places
on the drive that could be seasonal.
“That hardscape is actually pretty use-

ful. If we are going to have events, can I
put them on the hardscape, not the softscape?” she said. “How do we take advantage of the existing infrastructure rather
than rip it all out and start over? We felt
like there was value in it. But it’s certainly
the kind of thing that needs additional
investigation. There ought to be a traffic
study, even if it’s what we are proposing,
which is to put it on a bit of a diet.”
Crone says there are other considerations for Riverside Drive that go back
to the Tennessee Department of Transportation.
“All of it depends on what we do with
Tom Lee Park,” he said. “It also depends
a lot on what the state does with the I-55
connection. If we did nothing with Riverside Drive, we are having so many people
come into Downtown we’ve got to have
more than just one way in or out.”
And Lendermon, who has said in the
past the park needs more trees among
other things, is preparing to talk with
Memphis In May International Festival
officials in what he describes as “a very
structured discussion … about what can
be done to the park and how that affects
the festival and how improvements to the
park and making it more of a 365-day-ayear venue can occur.”
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the tipping point

Meeks Innovates With a Sense of Purpose

BOBBY MEEKS
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to the Memphis News

“When you’re looking for
a new outcome, you’ve got to
change some things up,” says
Bobby Meeks as he walks a loop
of the GroundFloor @ ServiceMaster, an innovation hub opened
last month in the former Peabody
Place mall.
Meeks, interaction designer

(Ziggy Mack)

at ServiceMaster, pauses beside
a vintage shuffleboard table. The
board’s patina contrasts with a
gleaming whiteboard flanking it.
“We didn’t anticipate this
would be a meeting space, but
business happens right here,”
Meeks shrugs, smiling.
ServiceMaster has opened
GroundFloor with the intention
of creating productive, intentional
collisions on the innovation landscape. The space provides an opportunity for startups in the home
services sector, like Front Door,
to learn from design-thinking
experts like Meeks.
But what’s in it for ServiceMaster? For Meeks, the answer
is simple: A rising tide lifts all

boats. The company’s swerve to
this mindset is relatively recent
– linked to its rebranding and to
the hiring of CEO Robert J. Gillette
in 2013 and CIO Jamie Smith in
2015. Still the company people
call in times of crisis – a broken
hot-water heater, a termite infestation – ServiceMaster expanded
its vision. The company could
do more than design solutions:
It could finesse the thought processes that lead to those solutions.
Meeks has spent his career
thinking about how to design
experiences that will facilitate
learning, collaboration and innovation. He came to the field of user
experience, or UX, circuitously.
But in retrospect, the pieces all
shuffle into place.
Meeks inherited a fascination
with history from his parents; his
mother, Ann Meeks, penned a
long-running local history column for The Commercial Appeal. History provides Meeks
with map into how people think
and what drives us. In his role at
ServiceMaster, Meeks remains
committed to deciphering human
motivation and designing systems
to suit.
Throughout his career, he has
guided people to decipher their
own motivations and processes.
Today, he leads design-thinking
workshops for audiences ranging

from high-schoolers to startup
innovators to business leaders.
No matter the audience, the
principles remain the same: Tell
the story of your idea, and “don’t
let the fact that you can’t make
the end product stop you from
creating the prototype to hand to
someone who can.”
Meeks’ innate curiosity didn’t
always find much breathing room
in an academic setting, but thrived
in the more interactive environment of a vocational-technical
program at Ridgeway High. “The
freedom to design and build
things changed my whole world,”
he remembers.
In college, studying electrical
engineering at the University of
Memphis, his curiosity felt stifled
again. Meeks’ response? Go to
work.
Early in his career, he maintained schools’ and hospitals’
photocopiers. One day, frustrated
at being called to repair a single
copier for what felt like the 900th
time, a mentor advised him,
“Don’t fix the problem. Fix the
person.” Hearing this, Meeks’
perception of his work shifted.
He describes it as “the biggest
epiphany of my life.”
“One of the best things about
Memphis and the South in general: Around here, we always want
to help each other. We have a

very symbiotic relationship with
a lot of local creative and design
groups.”
Meeks’ audience isn’t limited
to adult innovators. His “huge,
boiling-over, heartfelt passion”
is for youth. Having felt confined
and constrained in high school,
Meeks, now a father of five, lights
up when talking about teaching creativity to young people.
He tells of a ninth-grader whose
inspiration was ignited during
a STEM course Meeks led in a
public library.
“She was completely quiet,
sitting in a corner, but by the end
of the class,” he says, “she had this
new confidence brimming up,
and everyone in the room wanted
to see what she made.”
Meeks sees a new confidence
brimming up in the city, too.
“The creative community is
really starting to gel,” he observes
– collaborative, purposeful energy
is increasing.
“Creativity done without purpose is a hobby,” Meeks says, “but
when I find out that I can teach
you to be creative in a way that
helps someone else? If I can unlock that, I’ve done something.”
Bobby Meeks is a graduate
of the New Memphis Fellows
program. Learn more at newmemphis.org.

L AW & T H E C O U R T S

Federal Judicial Appointments of Norris,
Parker Come with Political Undercurrents
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The White House called it the
“fifth wave” of federal judicial
nominees. Among the 11 nominees announced by President
Donald Trump Thursday, July
13, were two for the Memphis
federal court bench. And the
wave comes with a few political
undercurrents.
Mark Norris and Tommy
Parker would fill positions by
U.S. District Judge Samuel Hardy
Mays taking senior status and
Judge Thomas Anderson’s move

from Memphis to the Jackson,
Tennessee, part of District Court
for the Western District of Tennessee.
The nominations go to the
U.S. Senate for hearings and a
confirmation vote starting with
the Senate Judiciary Committee.
Parker is a shareholder at
Baker Donelson and before that
an assistant U.S. attorney for
almost a decade. He is a former
president of the Memphis Bar
Association as well.
President Barack Obama had
nominated then-U.S. Attorney
Ed Stanton in May 2015 for the
position Norris was nominated

for last week. But the Senate did
not act on that and other judicial
nominations.
The nomination of Norris,
the state Senate Republican leader and a former Shelby County
commissioner as well as special
counsel at Adams and Reese LLP,
had been anticipated for several
months as Norris continued to
consider a bid for the Republican
nomination for governor on the
2018 ballot.
As late as last week, Norris
was saying the governor’s race
was still a possibility even with
word that the FBI was vetting
Norris for the nomination.

Speculation now turns to
what happens to Norris’ District
32 Senate seat.
Norris was re-elected to a
four-year term in 2016.
How a vacancy would be
filled in state Senate District 32
depends on when the Senate
votes on Norris’ confirmation.
If there are 12 months or
more left on his term of office,
there could be a special election
called, including primaries, and
the Shelby County Commission
could appoint someone to serve
on an interim basis until the
special election, according to the
Tennessee Constitution.

If there is less than a year
until the next general election
for legislators, including the
2018 elections in which District
32 is not on the ballot, the race
becomes part of the regular 2018
ballot, with primaries in August
and a general election in November. The winner of the seat would
then hold office for the remaining two years in the term of office
that began New Year’s Day 2017.
And the Shelby County Commission appoints an interim
senator to serve until the general
election results are certified –
also under terms of the Tennessee Constitution.
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Dean Touts ‘Middle of the Road’ Focus
For Democrats in the 2018 Elections

Former Nashville Mayor Karl Dean, who is running for governor, wants Democrats to
keep health care coverage the dominant issue in 2018 elections.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Former Nashville Mayor Karl Dean is
making exactly the same observation in
his bid for the Democratic nomination
for Tennessee governor that Republicans
are making on their side of the 2018 race.
In every open race for governor since
1970, Tennessee voters have alternated
which party is in office.
“This is something that sort of underscores, I think, my point that Tennesseans
want somebody kind of in the middle of
the road, somebody who is moderate,”
Dean told a group of 60 people last week at
a Memphis fundraiser for the Tennessee
Voter Project political action committee.
“This state is much more moderate
than the Legislature,” he said. “I think
it’s important that we turn the vote out,
particularly in the cities. … And I think
it’s key that we stay on message, we talk
about the things that really matter and we
make our case.”
But at the Shelby County Republican
Party’s annual Lincoln Day Gala in February, state GOP chairman Scott Golden
set a goal of breaking that nearly 50-year
precedent in 2018.
“It’s not going to be easy and we have
a lot of folks in the room tonight who are
considering this,” Golden said at the time.
“We’ve got some history still to be made.”
Dean spoke to a group of 60 Memphis
Democrats the same week that the Republican field for governor lost its only West
Tennessee contender, state Senate Majority Leader Mark Norris of Collierville, who
President Donald Trump appointed to the
Memphis Federal Court bench.
Meanwhile, state House Speaker Beth
Harwell announced Sunday, July 16, that
she is running for governor. The veteran

legislator and former state Republican
Party chairwoman from Nashville said in
a written statement she is running to “lead
on jobs, cutting taxes, guaranteeing every
child has a great school, and ensuring our
Tennessee values are protected.”
Harwell was in Memphis Monday to
tour Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital and
FedExFamilyHouse.
Republican U.S. Rep. Diane Black of
Gallatin, who also is weighing a run for
governor, was among those in Bartlett
over the weekend for the annual Pleasantville picnic and fish fry hosted by former
state Rep. Bubba Pleasant and current
state Rep. Ron Lollar. U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander was among those who attended.
The crowd at the picnic also included
local political figures who are weighing
a bid for Norris’ seat in the state Senate
Former Tennessee Economic and
Community Development commissioner
Randy Boyd, Franklin businessman Bill
Lee and State Sen. Mae Beavers of Mt.
Juliet are among those either declared
in the Republican primary for governor
or considering a bid in the GOP primary.
Boyd reported Monday that his campaign raised $4.3 million over four months
of campaigning – $2 million of it from his
own pocket and $2.3 million from 1,500
supporters.
Among Democrats, state Rep. Craig
Fitzhugh of Ripley is considering the race
as well.
The state Republican Party also announced over the weekend that Vice
President Mike Pence will be the keynote
speaker next month at the party’s annual
Statesmen’s Dinner in Nashville.
Dean told the Democrats at the
Memphis gathering that he sees not only
a “pathway to win” the nomination for
governor but to win the general election
as well.
The pathway includes a “middle of the

road” approach to issues like education
and jobs and never letting voters forget
about the Republican approach to health
care coverage, including the Tennessee Legislature’s decision not to expand
Medicaid coverage under the Insure Tennessee plan proposed by Republican Gov.
Bill Haslam.
“Health care is the issue that I hear
more about than anything else,” Dean
said. “People are nervous about health
care. People really understand and appreciate the significance and the wrongness
of the decision made by the Legislature.
That was a really bad decision.”
The fundraiser Dean spoke at Downtown was organized by state Senate
Democratic leader Lee Harris of Memphis
to increase voter registration and participation among Democrats.
Harris and other established Democrats are in the midst of reorganizing
the local party, formally starting with a
countywide party convention Saturday,
July 23, to elect an expanded executive
committee and Democratic Grassroots
Council, an advisory group totaling ap-

proximately 130 people.
They also are seeking to incorporate
some of the energy from those new to
political involvement or who have been
organized around issues in a county carried by Democratic presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton last November with 61
percent of the vote.
Danielle Inez, the recently installed
president of Shelby County Young Democrats, is among the new blood in the party.
That new blood means a departure in
some cases from the planning and plotting of events like the PAC fundraiser. She
talked of drinking wine and taking Fireball
shots at a birthday gathering with friends
that turned into a discussion and debate
about school choice and education in
general.
“It was a natural conversation about
something that was important to us,”
she told the group at the fundraiser. “I
want to see us normalize those kinds of
conversations, normalize those types of
experiences … making sure that we make
politics a casual conversation, not a forced
conversation.”
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Ranked Choice Voting Test Could
Come in 2019 Mock Election

Former Shelby County Commissioner Steve Mulroy was a vocal advocate for ranked
choice or instant runoff voting options in 2008.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The Shelby County Election Commission could hold a public mock election of
what is called Ranked Choice Voting in
2019, ahead of city of Memphis elections
that year.
But the earliest the election commission could move to new machines that
would provide such an option is the 2022
elections, says Shelby County Elections
Administrator Linda Phillips. And that’s
provided the state certifies the use of a voting system that includes the option, which
it currently doesn’t.
Phillips briefed election commissioners and the public Tuesday, July 18, on the
option that is a part of the city of Memphis
charter.
“Remember this is not a debate about
Ranked Choice Voting,” Phillips said at
the outset of the presentation. “The voters spoke.”
City voters approved a 2008 city charter

amendment allowing for “instant runoff
voting” as part of a package of charter
amendments proposed by the Memphis
Charter Commission. It was to go into effect with the 2011 city election “unless the
election commission certified that voting
machine limitations made its implementation in time for that election unfeasible,”
the ordinance approved by voters reads.
That’s just what the election commission did, although Phillips said Tuesday
that it is more a matter of equipment not
supporting such a transition than limitations of the touch-screen machines. In any
event, the state certifies different voting
systems that local election commissions
can choose from and none of the systems
currently certified by the state can handle
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV).
Phillips makes a distinction from RCV
and instant runoff voting – which is the
phrase used in the 2008 referendum. The
process she described is identical to the
charter amendment’s description of instant runoff voting.
The names of candidates for a Mem-

phis City Council seat, the only elected
offices – city, county, state or federal – that
there is currently a runoff provision for
in all of Shelby County politics, would be
repeated three times across the ballot. The
first listing on the left side of the ballot
would be a voter’s first choice, the middle
column would provide the second choice
and the far right column the third choice.
Voters aren’t required to select choices
in all three columns.
Phillips said the vote count, in the event
no candidate got 50 percent plus one vote,
would take days. There also would be questions about whether to release the second
and third preferences of voters ahead of the
vote count that includes them.
“The machines tapes, as they come off
the machines, will count the number of
second- and third-place votes. So you will
have a total number of votes on those for
each candidate. But you cannot tabulate.
It is not important how many votes are
in second and third place,” Phillips said.
“What’s important is the relationship between the second- and third-place votes
on each ballot. Most jurisdictions don’t
release the tallies of the second and third
choices on election night. That tends to
confuse people.”
The vote count distributes the second
and third choices for a candidate with the
lowest total compared to other contenders,
until one of them gets a simple majority
of votes. It does not necessarily tally the
second and third preferences of every voter
unless it takes that to get one of the top two
contenders to a simple majority.
With the longer vote count, Phillips
said the expense of that type of election is
more, although probably not more than a
separate runoff election.
The current understanding is that the
runoff provision applies only to the seven
single-member council positions. The
council super districts are two districts
– each taking in half of the city and each
represented by three council members.

Phillips said under one interpretation,
the super district council seats could also
come under a runoff requirement.
There are also specific procedures and
issues local election officials and the Tennessee Legislature would have to spell out.
Then-Shelby County Commissioner
Steve Mulroy was the most vocal proponent of the option in 2008 and was among
those in the audience Tuesday for the
demonstration and explanation.
“All the voter has to understand when
he walks into the voting booth, is first
choice, second choice, third choice,”
Mulroy said. “I think the plan to do a voter
education plan is sound. I think we will
need that, at least the first time out.”
Veteran Democratic Party activist Del
Gill said RCV is “horrible” and could easily
result in someone much further down in
the first choice vote total, in a large field,
winning elected office.
“I don’t like this system, but a fairer
way of doing this would be … give them
five points for first place, four points for
second and so forth,” he said. “That way
there would be no further need to do any
further ranking. … But this allows for a joke
off and there’s no trail.”
Gill also foresaw candidates instructing
their supporters to vote for them as the
first, second and third preference.
The instant runoff or RCV option was
one of several changes to city government
proposed by the charter commission and
approved by voters. Others included term
limits for the mayor and city council, as
well as staggered elections for city council
members, and a move of Memphis elections out of the odd-year cycle to an evenyear cycle to share the ballot with county
elections.
Two years later, the council put another charter referendum on the ballot
that undid the move to the even-year
election cycle and staggering council seat
elections. Voters approved the undoing of
those changes.
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Binghampton, Frayser Retail Projects
Could Lift Respective Neighborhoods

Construction of the Binghampton Gateway Center is underway. The center will address a lack of groceries in the neighborhood. 
(Memphis News/Patrick Lantrip)

PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

They say retail is a numbers game, and
for some communities, when those numbers don’t add up they can get left behind
by developers.
That’s why the Binghampton Gateway and Frayser Gateway – a pair of retail
projects in different areas and stages of
development – hope to send a message that
overlooked communities have more to offer
than just numbers.
“We cannot have a great city when areas
of the city are disenfranchised from the
growth and prosperity taking place,” said
Shawn Massey, a partner in The Shopping
Center Group’s Memphis office, who has
been the public face of both projects and
is handling leasing for each. “I have been
blessed with a great career in Germantown,
Collierville and other communities that
are thriving, but until all communities see
a reinvestment take place, we cannot truly
become a great city.”
The Binghampton and Frayser projects
are technically unrelated and do differ in
some ways, but they also share much more
in common than Massey’s involvement.
“I have met people who care so deeply
about these communities that they are giving back their time, talents and treasure,”
he said. “Projects like the Binghampton
and Frayser Gateway centers are providing a need a critical ‘love touch’ that the
residents can see.”
These days, things are looking great for
the Binghampton Gateway, located near
the intersection of Tillman Street and Sam
Cooper Boulevard, as it’s under construction and has already landed grocery anchor

Save-A-Lot and discount retailer Dollar
Tree. But for more than 10 years, the project
struggled to gain the necessary momentum.
“No project I have worked on in Memphis has given me as much satisfaction as
being part of the Binghampton Gateway
development team,” Massey said. “I just
happen to be out front, but the credit really
goes to (former Binghampton Development Corp. director) Robert (Montague),
Noah Gray, the current executive director of
the BDC, and Steve Bowie. I have developed
friendships working on this project that will
last a lifetime.”
Meanwhile, to the north, Massey said
he hopes leverage what he learned in Binghampton and apply it more efficiently to
the Frayser project, which is much earlier
in the development process. The proposed
$16 million project received a 15-year tax
abatement from the Economic Development Growth Engine in June.
Though Frayser Gateway is a private development undertaken by one of Massey’s
former real estate development students at
the University of Memphis, he reiterated
that like Binghampton, the project doesn’t
get off the ground without the hard work of
the community stakeholders.
“If I did not have the support of the
Frayser CDC I would not be in the market,”
Massey said. “Honestly it would be easier
for me to work the high-growth areas and
devote more of my time there to make more
money, but being with the leaders in these
communities, I now see the bigger picture
of what makes a city great.”
Frayser CDC executive director Steve
Lockwood said while there are many things
to like about this project, he mostly excited
about the new message that it sends, which
is that Frayser is ripe for development.

“(The site) really leaves something to be
desired in terms of show and what it offers,
and that’s just not representative of this
neighborhood,” Lockwood said. “There’s
95,000 cars a day that go by right there, and
there are no businesses located to stop and
capture some of that commerce.”
Lockwood said getting new development in Frayser has been challenging at
times, but hopefully projects like these,
coupled with a reinvigorated housing market, will change some of the negative stereotypes surrounding the proud community.
“It’s been a long time coming,” he said.
Further down the horizon, Massey has
been contacted by a group of residents in
the up-and-coming South City neighborhood to bring a grocery-anchored development to their neighborhood, but no site has
been chosen to date.
“Most market developers would shy

away from these markets and have for
decades,” Massey said. “Developing in the
inner city is not the same as developing
urban projects in Downtown or trendy
neighborhoods. It would not be possible
to develop in these markets without some
public incentives and more importantly
support of the neighborhood.”
RELATED LINKS ONLINE
https://www.memphisdailynews.com/
news/2017/feb/24/binghampton-gatewaycomes-to-food-desert/
https://www.memphisdailynews.com/
news/2017/mar/24/gateway-projectbringing-back-businesses-jobs-and-food/
https://www.memphisdailynews.com/
news/2017/jun/23/edge-gives-fraysergateway-project-nod/
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Malco Theatres Moves Forward With
Adjusted Powerhouse Cinema Plans

STREET VIEW RENDERING

Plans for the Malco Powerhouse Cinema have shifted after projected costs for the initial proposal
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JODY CALLAHAN
Special to The Memphis News

The Malco Powerhouse Cinema proposed for Downtown’s South Main Historic
Arts District is still a go, despite delays that
have already pushed it well past its expected
opening day.
But the roughly $8 million project is
going to look a little different than initially proposed, Malco officials disclosed
recently, due to projected costs that came
back much too high.
“We developed a whole set of plans that
involved a lot of stuff that became unfeasible for us,” Malco executive vice president
Jimmy Tashie said. “That became beyond
our reach.”
The seven-screen theater at 45 G.E. Patterson Ave. will be part of the $55 million
Central Station project, which also includes
apartments and the redevelopment of the
former train station into a boutique hotel.
Taking its name from the former power
plant that served Central Station during its
heyday as a train depot, the Powerhouse
Cinema will stretch west along Patterson
from near the Central Station building to
Front Street.
Originally, the project was going to have
five screens on the ground floor and two
screens on the rooftop. The rooftop would
have also had a lounge, restrooms and other
amenities, giving the theater a different look
than any other such facility in Memphis.
But Malco executives soon realized that
the rooftop part of the project was going to
be very expensive. Not only would the roof
have to be reinforced to accommodate the

new structures, but that area would also
have had to be handicapped-accessible,
including elevators.
“(The cost) got pushed very high. When
we put the numbers together for putting
this stuff on the roof, auditoriums, restrooms and everything, it made the cost to
where it couldn’t be done,” Tashie said. “We
had to bring the cost down.”
To do that, officials moved all the
screens to the ground floor, eliminating the
rooftop plans entirely.
“We thought long and hard about it and
we said, ‘In order for this project to work,
we still have to have seven screens. But we
now have to get ’em downstairs.’ And we
figured out a way of doing that,” Tashie said.
As a way of still having an outdoor component, the theater will have a retractable
screen that will allow them to show movies
outside, Tashie said.
“Instead of the rooftop cinema, we’re
going to project out here to an outside
screen, to have outside movies for people.
The screen will be (retractable). We could
say, ‘This Friday we’re going to show “The
Wizard of Oz” for the family.’ It just adds
another element,” Tashie said. “Since we
can’t do this on the roof, we still want to
have some sort of outdoor venue.”
Another change that drove up costs
was the industry trend toward newer, more
comfortable seats. Today, Tashie said,
many theaters are moving toward recliners
as opposed to a more traditional movie seat.
The new theater will have those recliners,
which cost around $550 each.
But those recliners take up much more
room, decreasing the number of seats each
theater can hold. Originally planned to
® TM

walkability. Any new entertainment thing
that our residents can walk to, we think is a
good thing,” he said. “We have a movie (theater) in walking distance. We’d have to go
to Overton Square (otherwise). That’s not
what we want people to do. We want people
in our neighborhood to have choices.”
When the project was first announced,
some expressed concern as to how it would
affect the Memphis Farmer’s Market. The
market is held on Saturdays under a covered structure just south of the theater site.
Malco officials, however, said they’ve
worked out an agreement with the market
that should allow both entities to use the
area without any conflict.
“They have agreed to be out of there by
1 or 1:30 on Saturdays. We have a very good
relationship with them. We did not want to
interfere with them,” Tashie said.
The market will also be able to remain
open during construction, Malco vice president David Tashie added.
Allison Cook, the market’s executive

ENTRY VIEW RENDERING
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. MALCO SOUTH MAIN
The Malco Powerhouse Theater takes its name from the former power
that
2017.07.12 TKA-14038.06
served Central Station.
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Page 1
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have about 900 seats, the Powerhouse will
now have only around 550. That limits the
number of potential customers for each
showing, which also affects the project’s
economics.
“Had we built that, we would’ve found
ourselves saying, ‘Uh oh, we missed out.’
Everybody’s talking about recliners,” Tashie
said. “So we redesigned the theater. Here’s
what happens. Basically it cuts your seats
in half. That’s what it does.”
The project is appealing to residents of
the area, said Don Williams, president of
the board of directors of the South Main
Association.
“We think it’s a great addition to the
neighborhood. Our neighborhood is about

director, said they’ve been able to work with
Malco on the project.
"They’ve been really open and able to
listen to our needs. Really, since the beginning they want to have a successful project
of their own but they didn’t want to disrupt
us any,” Cook said. "We’ve had a good
partnership."
Now that the project’s issues have been
worked out and construction is imminent,
Jimmy Tashie said, they hope to be a part of
the South Main district for decades to come.
“We have always liked South Main. It’s
an art district. There have been movies
made down there. There are studios down
there, artists living down there,” he said.
“It’s just always felt right down there for us.”
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Sterigenics Triples Capacity At Its
West Memphis Sterilization Facility
edge sterilization technologies, including ethylene oxide gas, gamma radiation
and electron beam radiation. The West
Memphis facility offers gamma radiation.
In an announcement about the completion of the expansion, Sterigenics
International president Philip Macnabb
said the company is seeing significant
demand for more gamma capacity in the
Southwest, which prompted the investment in the West Memphis facility.
The expansion was an 18-month project that kicked off in the fourth quarter of
2015 when the company acquired 30 acres
of land adjacent to the facility.
“That was with an eye toward future
expansion,” Salas said. “There may be an
opportunity to expand not just our operations but also into different technologies.”
The global sterilization market is ex-

pected to reach nearly $7 billion by 2021,
up from $4.7 billion in 2016, according
to MarketsandMarkets, a global market
research and consulting firm.
That growth is attributed to factors like
the rising incidence of hospital-acquired
infections, increases in both the number
of hospitals and pharmaceutical companies in Asia, rising geriatric population,
and growth in the food and beverage
industry.
Sterigenics operates 43 facilities in
13 countries, including 24 in the United
States, and the company and its affiliates serve more than 2,500 customers
worldwide.
Macnabb called the West Memphis
expansion “the first in a series of investments in capacity that we will be making.
It is a very exciting time for our company.”

Sterigenics invested $16.8 million to expand the West Memphis sterilization facility
it opened in 1999.
(Houston Cofield)

MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

Sterigenics International LLC recently
wrapped up a $16.8 million expansion to
its West Memphis facility, nearly tripling
the site’s gamma sterilization capacity.
The company is a global provider of contract sterilization, lab services, gamma
technologies and medical isotopes.
“As a company, we try to stay connected with our customers. We try to be
where they are, and that could mean a
couple of different things, whether we’re
located near a manufacturing site or on a
distribution path for them,” said Sergio
Salas, Sterigenics’ vice president of operations. “One of the things that is great
about our business is that it’s a critical
process for our customers, so we grow as
they grow.”
The company’s West Memphis facility, which opened in 1999, handles
a mixture of medical (80 percent) and
non-medical (20 percent) products, including an array of products ranging from
orthopedic implants to catheter-set syringes. Its services include medical device
sterilization, pharmaceutical sterilization,
food products sterilization and packaging
sterilization services.
“West Memphis is a major logistics
hub, so a lot of product for many of
our customers passes through that particular region,” Salas said. “We hear from
many of our customers about how West

“

Keeping Tennessee
Covered Since 1971

We hear from many of our
customers about how West
Memphis is an ideal location
for a processing site for us.”
–Sergio Salas,

Sterigenics vice president of operations

Memphis is an ideal location for a processing site for us.”
The recent expansion more than
doubled the footprint of the facility, taking it from approximately 35,000 square
feet to more than 80,000 square feet, and
the work featured the addition of a stateof-the art irradiator that triples its output,
allowing it to process about 50,000 more
pallets of products each year.
“One of things that we do at that facility is handle product that is temperaturesensitive,” said Salas. “So the equipment
is a little more specialized, and it’s not
necessarily geared for high volume. But
this new cell is a different technology entirely, and it will help us address a different part of the market so we can address
higher volumes.”
Sterigenics’ expanded West Memphis
facility, at full capacity, will add about 20
new employees to its previous staff of 15.
The company uses a mix of cutting-
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SCENE CHANGE
How the arts landscape in Memphis is changing

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Here’s a partial look at what’s in store
for the city’s arts landscape, and how it
will look a bit different just a few months
from now:

The $10.3 million Rosa Deal School of Arts at Christian Brothers University is preparing the next generation of artists in numerous disciplines.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)

T

he sprawling mixed-use
complex opening next
month on North Cleveland
in Midtown is a high-profile
example of where Memphis’ art community finds
itself at the halfway mark in 2017.
When Crosstown Concourse opens
there Aug. 19, it won’t just represent a
new beginning that turns a former Sears
distribution center into a 1.5-millionsquare-foot community mainstay. With
tenants like Crosstown Arts moving in,
the development is also a representation
of how the city’s arts landscape is changing this year.
That’s always true from one year to the
next. But that landscape is in the process
of changing significantly – changing, as in

literally and physically – at the moment.
Projects like the long-awaited opening
of Crosstown, which will come a little less
than a century after the original building
held its grand opening in August 1927,
promise new ways to support and to
enjoy the arts in the city. Others include
Ballet Memphis, which is hosting a grand
opening celebration Aug. 26 for its new
headquarters in the Overton Square arts
and entertainment district. It will host a
month-long series of programming leading up to that opening.
These and other developments come
at a time when some arts stakeholders in
the city are grappling with changing priorities and funding scenarios that make
running their organizations a constant
balancing act.

CROSSTOWN ARTS is preparing
to shift most of its operation into the
Concourse itself, while retaining its 430
N. Cleveland St. space as a community
gallery that can be rented out by anyone
for art events. The organization will still
be holding youth workshops in its “story
booth” space at 438 N. Cleveland.
Its Crosstown Arts organized exhibitions, though, will be housed inside
Crosstown Concourse.
“Our main gallery spaces are going to
be moving into the building, and we’re
going to have two main, big galleries,”
said Crosstown Arts communications
coordinator Bianca Phillips. “So it’ll be
four times more gallery space than we
have right now.”
She said the organization will also have
a dedicated music room in the building
where it can host concerts, as well as a
screening room for art films.
Crosstown Arts is also building a 450seat theater outside and adjacent to Crosstown Concourse set for a 2018 opening.
“We’ll also have a cafe and bar area,”
Phillips said. “The reason we’re going to
have a cafe is we’re going to have this arts
residency program, and we wanted to
have a space where the artists who come
to stay here can get some free meals as part
of the residency, but that cafe will also be
open to the general public.”
Crosstown Arts was approved for an
$11 million tax-exempt bond from the
Center City Revenue Finance Corp. to
fund construction of the theater.
“Our artist residency program is going to be a year-round multidisciplinary

residency, and we’ll have studio space in
the building for the resident artists as well
as living space,” Phillips said.
Crosstown Arts will also run a shared
art-making facility that she described as a
little like a gym for artists. Artists will pay
a membership fee and get to come in and
use things like professional woodshop
equipment and a digital lab. In addition
to these and other features of the organization’s presence inside the Concourse
itself, Crosstown Arts will also continue
to host neighborhood events and festivals.
BALLET MEMPHIS, meanwhile, has
what you might say is something of a busy
August planned.
Steven McMahon, the organization’s
associate artistic director, said dancers
start back to work Aug. 1, and Ballet Memphis is offering a free week of classes the
week after that for children and adults.
Ballet school starts again on Aug. 14, and
officials will cut the ribbon at its new $21
million, 38,000-square-foot headquarters
Aug. 24, with a donor thank-you event
Aug. 25 followed by the community grand
opening the next day.
Designed by archimania, the new
facility replaces the former French Quarter hotel on the northeast corner of
Madison Avenue and Cooper Street, so
it will stand out as an anchor property in
Overton Square.
“I think that moving to Midtown,
particularly that intersection and having
our headquarters there, it puts us at the
center of the city in a way that helps us
expand our reach,” McMahon said. “We
can keep offering the best of what we do,
but then we can look to the future to think
about how we can continue to connect the
community, offer things we may not even
know of yet, and to be where the energy in
Memphis continues to change.”
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Ballet Memphis' new location will be a beacon at the corner of Madison Avenue and Cooper Street in Overton Square.

He is hoping the new headquarters allows Ballet Memphis
to find a new audience and attract people who didn’t know
they were interested in dance or
Pilates as fitness, as well as those
who decide to send their kids to
ballet school or dance school.
And the development keeps
coming.
Not far from Ballet Memphis’
new facility, on the campus of
Christian Brothers University,
the $10.3 million ROSA DEAL
SCHOOL OF THE ARTS opened
this year. Among other amenities, it has writing labs, theater
rehearsal rooms and studios for
the visual arts to educate and
train the next generation of artists in numerous disciplines.
The URBANART COMMISSION is joining the new tenants
at Crosstown Concourse. The
Hattiloo Theatre in Overton
Square also opened a two-story
second building adjacent to its
facility – the Hattiloo Theatre
Development Center – in recent
months.
Downtown’s SOUTH MAIN
ARTSPACE LOFTS are in development now, with completion of
that project coming in 2018 when
it will start making affordable

housing available for artists and
professional creatives.
According to Alyssa Kelley,
a project manager for property
development with Artspace, the
project will include 58 units of
affordable housing for artists and
their families in a neighborhood
with a need for affordable residential and artist studio space.
“Memphis,” she said, “is home
to countless artists and creatives,
many of whom need safe, affordable and accessible space for
living and working.”
ArtsMemphis president and
CEO Elizabeth Rouse points
out that the big projects like
these and others don’t mean
things aren’t happening at the
neighborhood level as well. She
points to things like the ORANGE
MOUND GALLERY at the corner
of Lamar Avenue and Airways
Boulevard, which is a new visual
arts space that’s used as a community hub so that local artists
have a space to showcase their
work but where community
conversations and shared experiences also happen.
ONGOING SUPPORT NEEDED
While the city’s arts scene
keeps seeing new additions,

there’s always a need for more
support to be steered that way.
“I think there’s a huge opportunity for more support and
especially for more value of the
arts as not just an extra but really
a critical part of our city, and a
tool for addressing some of the
challenges we face,” Rouse said.
“There are some pretty significant things happening now
that weren’t happening five or
10 years ago. One of those is
through ArtsMemphis we now
have a grant program for visual
artists. It’s called ArtsAccelerator,
and through it we provide about
$35,000 a year to artists directly.
I think funders are beginning
to look at how they support the
arts, and support expanding and
opening up access to funding.”
Since 2013, ArtsMemphis’
ArtsAccelerator has served more
than 300 artists and awarded
more than $100,000 in grants.
The $35,000 awarded in fiscal
year 2017 went to six local artists.
Investing in a community’s
arts sector is important for many
reasons. Key Public Strategies
principal Kerry Hayes cites an
estimate from Americans for the
Arts, which says that for every
dollar of public funds spent on

the arts or arts-related projects,
$9 of private-sector capital, will
follow.
The UrbanArt Commission
was the focus of a proposed
Memphis City Council resolution
that sought to take the public art
component of the commission
and bring it in-house to be run
by the city’s Division of Parks and
Neighborhoods, Hayes notes.
When Rouse says there’s an
opportunity in Memphis to do
more in support of the arts, the
UrbanArt Commission would
appear to be one of the starting
points. One of the commission’s
murals or sculptures is usually a
strong early signal that a neighborhood or district is ripe for
other types of economic activity
and investment, Hayes says.
At press time, the city council
had not yet taken final action on
that public art proposal involving
UrbanArt.
“I do think that public art
and artists in the city benefit
from there being a singular focus
around the development of public art,” said the commission’s
executive director, Lauren Kennedy. “This is what we do all day,
every day. (At the city) there’s
going to be competing priorities

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

and needs and resources that the
parks department will have to
continue to administer outside
of this program.”
Putting several hundred
thousand dollars’ worth of city
funding at risk wouldn’t mean
the end of the UrbanArt Commission, Kennedy stressed, though
it would be a significant blow.
What it amounts to is the other
side of the coin at a time when
arts support in the city is ascendant – at a time when recognition
of the value of art is high and
rising higher.
But that work, of course, is
never done.
“The arts are changing the
DNA of city in really wonderful,
disruptive ways,” Hayes said. “I
think the most encouraging shift
in thinking I've witnessed over
the past several years as it relates
to this is the growing realization that arts and design aren't
separate from our city's larger
agendas, like public safety, economic development, and blight
abatement – they are essential
parts of all of them. … A serious
commitment to the arts sends a
wonderful message about Memphis' priorities to the rest of the
country.”
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Blight More Than Out-of-State LLCs,
Even Some Local Are Unaware Heirs
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The prominent role investors play in
buying single-family homes in Memphis
to rent them out is part of the city’s significant problem with blight.
But there are some property owners
who live here who don’t even know that
their loved one who died recently made
them a property owner.
“The major issues or charges that
we come into contact with are property
owners who have left their property and
moved out of state with the housing market crisis,” said attorney Brittany Williams
of Neighborhood Preservation Inc. on the
WKNO/Channel 10 program “Behind The
Headlines.” “Then we have a lot of properties owned by corporations or defunct
LLCs. And then we have a lot of heirship
issues with properties – properties owned
by people who are now deceased and no

one’s ever gone in to change title or do
anything like that.”
So many times people are contacted
and don’t realize that they actually own
their grandmother’s property, she said.
NPI, working with the University of
Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School
of Law, pursues the owners of property
once a case of neglect and code violations
reaches General Sessions Environmental
Court.
“By the time we get the referral, it’s
because they have not been able to get
compliance on their part through code
enforcement action,” Williams said.
As that court action is moving along,
there are other agencies on the ground in
Memphis neighborhoods where action to
eliminate blight can begin with something
as basic as a community clean up organized by Clean Memphis.
“And we can’t keep up with the
amount of neighborhood people that
want to be involved, that are calling to be
engaged, that are wanting to address these

BRITTANY WILLIAMS

JANET BOSCARINO

issues – the number of businesses – the
number of schools,” said Clean Memphis
founder and director Janet Boscarino,
whose organization will turn a decade old
next year. “There’s definitely more interest and engagement to be involved and
become part of the strategy and solution
to the issues.”
“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News,
can be seen on The Daily News Video
page, video.memphisdailynews.com.
There are 11 neighborhood-led agencies that cover most of the city. They
meet monthly to keep attention focused
on ongoing blight efforts around specific
pieces of property.
One of the biggest challenges is
apartment complexes, which Boscarino
describes as a “very, very different animal”
from single-family homes. Clean Memphis is currently working in apartment
complexes along Winchester Road in
Hickory Hill.
The efforts on both housing fronts
come with a delicate balance that sometimes requires patience in pursuing
action.
“We’ve really created a culture where
slumlords can sort of exist and people
don’t have a place to go,” Boscarino said.
“The very people we are trying to hammer
code enforcement on, to bring their properties up to standard, if they decide not to
do that and abandon that property, these
renters have nowhere else to go. They
either have credit issues or other things.
So there’s a really fine line looking at all
of these different issues.”
Those pressures came into play as
more than 400 families were moving
out of the Foote Homes public housing
development in the last year. The move
out of Foote Homes for the demolition
and development of a new mixed-income

housing community coincided with the
closing of the Tulane and Warren apartment complexes then owned by Global
Ministries Foundation. Those properties
were closed when the federal government cut rent subsidies to residents living there because the apartments failed
two consecutive federal safety and code
inspections. The flood of those tenants
into the city’s rental market made it more
difficult for Foote Homes residents to find
subsidized federal rental housing as well.
Boscarino and Williams are part of
a more coordinated effort that erases
the border between clean-ups of neighborhoods and efforts to do something
more enduring about blighted property,
whether it is a home on a street block or
an open lot that creates a gap in what was
once a solid block of houses.
“I think we are winning in terms of
understanding what we are dealing with
and having actual data to drive what we
are doing,” Boscarino said. “It’s just that
it’s a marathon. … It’s not an easy fix. It’s
not an overnight fix. We’ve had many,
many factors that have contributed to the
blight situation that we have in Memphis
with the housing market, with predatory
lending, with disinvestment in the urban
core – all of these things combining to
create a pretty overwhelming situation.”
A “property hub” – information and
data from numerous public record sources – is helping. The hub – which provides
information from taxes being paid or going unpaid, to utility connections, to code
enforcement complaints – is still a work in
progress that is being used to coordinate
data, Williams said.
“But we still have a ways to go,” she
added, noting that she and attorneys
working on cases are able to use GIS
mapping of neighborhoods to aid in
their efforts.
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Legislature’s End Game On
Guns: No Rules at All?
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

If you think the state Legislature is full
of gun nuts, Rep. Micah Van Huss begs to
differ.
“No, not at all,” Van Huss says when
asked if the General Assembly is too progun. “I don’t think they’re pro-gun enough.
In fact, … I think our laws in Tennessee
infringe on our constitutional rights. There
are now 16 states – we’ve added two or
three this year – that allow constitutional
carry. So, we’re falling behind.”
Van Huss, an East Tennessee Republican who served in the Marine Corps, passed
two gun-related bills in the Legislature this
year. One exempts people with small arms
or combat pistol training from firing range
education needed to get a handgun carry
permit. The other allows people to carry
loaded guns on boats (exactly the place to
be when taking target practice).
And while the soft-spoken Van Huss
is certainly happy with those victories,
his bigger target is “constitutional carry,”
which would allow people to openly carry
handguns without a permit as long as they
fall into other categories, such as hitting age
21 and avoiding felony convictions.
Van Huss contends the Constitution
allows for the right to carry a weapon, and
he argues a 1943 Supreme Court case,
Pennsylvania v. Murdock, said the government can’t take a liberty, attach a fee to it
and license it.
He presented a “constitutional conceal
carry” last session that failed. It’s the third
time he’s sponsored such a measure in his
five years in the General Assembly.
“It’s not to expand their Second Amendment rights. It’s to un-infringe our Second
Amendment rights. I’m not bringing this
to give us extra rights,” he says. “I’m bringing it because I think that Tennessee has
violated our constitutional rights by saying
that we have to have a permit just to be able
to carry a firearm, which is something our
Second Amendment guarantees.”
Meanwhile, Rep. Jeremy Faison, another East Tennessee Republican, pushed
legislation this year just a step away from
constitutional carry before it was defeated
in the Senate.
It would’ve reduced the penalty for carrying a handgun without a permit and with
the intent to go armed to a Class C misdemeanor with a $25 fine for the first offense,
$50 for subsequent offenses, in addition to
requiring a citation instead of arrest.
Faison says Gov. Bill Haslam’s administration was “nervous” about the bill and
fought him several times in the Civil Justice
Committee where it was recommended for
approval. The Senate, consequently, had
little appetite for passing it.
Known for calling his neck of the woods
“God’s country,” Faison hails from Cosby
in the Great Smoky Mountains, and he

makes no mistake about the importance
of this legislation.
“It’s a vital thing for me in East Tennessee, and I’ll always fight for gun freedoms.
But I understand, Tennessee as a whole,
there’s people nervous about it in Nashville
and Memphis and Chattanooga,” Faison
points out.
“I get that, and the legislators that are
from those areas are more apprehensive
to take restrictions off guns, as opposed to
somebody like where I’m from.
“Look, where I’m from, up until recently everybody had a gun on their rack in
the back window of their truck. So, I’m from
a completely different area, and I represent
different people. I get it.”
Faison also adds numerous states allow constitutional carry of weapons. But
while Van Huss isn’t certain this is a rural
vs. urban battle in the General Assembly,
Faison says it probably is.
“I would say so. I notice the people who
are apprehensive about it are people that
are from more of an urban setting, so it
makes them nervous,” he points out.
Nashville Democratic Rep. Mike Stewart tried to pass legislation this year requiring all firearms sales or transfers to be done
by a federally licensed dealer.
It failed in the Civil Justice Subcommittee, despite his efforts to show selling a gun
in Tennessee is as easy as selling lemonade
and cookies. He set up a stand outside the
Legislative Plaza one day, after purchasing
an AK-47 look-alike the night before without going through a background check.
“There’s no reason anymore we
shouldn’t have a background check required,” says Stewart, who also brought a
rifle inside the Legislative Plaza in 2016 to
demonstrate how easy it is to carry guns in
these parts (Pro-gun lawmakers, some of
whom probably carry a gun in the Plaza,
acted as if he was going to open fire).
“There’s no reason that people should
be able to pick up a gun if they want to
commit a crime within an hour … with no
background check. It’s crazy.”
Stewart says he believes the gun-bill
movement within the Legislature is driven
by gun manufacturers that say people
should carry weapons everywhere, thus
the move for constitutional carry, guns in
boats and guns in bars.
Unfortunately, he adds, “an openminded approach” isn’t following to ensure
people with mental illnesses and criminal
records and terrorist supporters don’t have
easy access to weapons.
The Desert Storm veteran doesn’t
understand, either, why gun enthusiasts
wouldn’t support background checks,
since about 80 percent of Tennesseans favor them. Stewart doesn’t see any conflict,
either, between his legislation and other
gun bills, because his measure “enhances”
them.
In other words, if you’re going to allow
guns in boats during a Saturday afternoon
outing on Percy Priest Lake, a bill he didn’t
support, the state should at least try to
make sure the guns aren’t in the hands of
a “bunch of gang members,” he explains.
From a political standpoint, Republi-

cans haven’t picked up seats over Democrats because of gun legislation, Stewart
notes. Instead, he contends, the GOP
attacked Democrats linked to unpopular
political figures (apparently referring to former President Barack Obama). As a result,
Republicans hold wide supermajorities in
the House and Senate.
Yet, Stewart concedes they’ve used
guns as a “wedge issue” in some districts
nationally and in Tennessee.
Democrats hold only a couple of rural
districts statewide. And Stewart, chairman
of the House Republican Caucus, agrees
guns are a rural vs. urban issue.
“I think most rural people, if you polled
rural people, you’d find that many are for
very open gun-carry laws. Urban people
who have so many more people around
that they don’t know are more concerned
about it and want more restrictions,”
Stewart says.
“But rural or urban, just about every
normal person in Tennessee believes that
you should have a background check to
buy a gun. It’s very hard to find people who
don’t believe that outside of the Republican
Caucus in the Tennessee Legislature.”
Stewart might have forgotten about
one of the Legislature’s biggest pressure
groups, the National Rifle Association. It’s
given only about $5,000 to lawmakers in
the last couple of years, but in 2012, it was a
major player, doling out nearly $57,000 and
helping oust former Republican Caucus
Chairman Debra Maggart because she had
the gall to vote against the guns in trunks
bill that affected Tennessee businesses’
property rights.
Maggart was defeated by Rep. Courtney
Rogers of Goodlettsville, who votes NRA
and tea party all the way.
While the rural vs. urban battle is a dividing line on firearm legislation, cities are
in the cross-hairs because their legislators
are outnumbered.
Thus, anti-city measures take root such
as Rep. William Lamberth’s legislation putting the onus on local governments, mainly
Nashville, by requiring security measures
in public areas such as the bus terminal
and city buses when it prohibits guns there.
Lamberth, a Portland Republican and
former assistant district attorney, argues
the new law “levels the playing field for
our citizens when they are trying to protect
themselves and their Second Amendment
rights.” Of course, it could require local
governments to pay triple attorneys’ fees
rather than damages if governments “trample” on their Second Amendment rights.
Still, Lamberth calls it a common-sense
remedy for the guns-in-parks legislation
previously passed by the Legislature, one
that would have prohibited gun restrictions at places such as the Titans’ Nissan
Stadium and Bridgestone Arena, even if
they have tough security.
Sam Stockard can be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
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COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

It’s tempting to try to beat the market
through the excitement of stock picking.
But columnists Ray and Dana Brandon explain why taking a more “boring” approach
could pay off better in the long run.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

Entrepreneurship is not for those with
a weak disposition. Before sharing the
positive side of starting a venture, columnist Michael Graber outlines some of the
humbling lows you may experience along
the way.

LANCE WIEDOWER

THE DAILY TRAVELER

Travel columnist Lance Wiedower makes a
quick detour from Barcelona to Calella de
Palafrugell, a tiny coastal village with sundrenched views of the Mediterranean Sea
and a relaxed vibe than many of the resorts
and islands in southern Spain.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Summer is retreat season for many organizations. Make the most of yours with tips
from columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw on
ensuring both planners and participants are
prepared.

LORI TURNER- WILSON

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Plenty of businesses recognize their current
sales and marketing techniques aren’t
working, yet they struggle to make changes. Columnist Lori Turner-Wilson explains
why change is so hard and how to begin
assessing where action is needed.
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ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

After-School
Job – Worth
It or Not?
A reader recently wrote to me with an interesting question. He was seeking advice on how
his teenage daughter might find an after-school
job for her high school years. His logic makes
sense. He wants her to learn discipline and to
gain a work ethic. These are great qualities for
a young student to develop. Although I respect
this method of getting there, I also suggested an
alternative path.
When I was growing up, I was also encouraged to take a high school job. Where I lived,
most options for teenagers focused on fast
food. Although I could have made extra money
this way, I decided to try something else. And,
I’ll be honest – it was fairly controversial at
the time.
I made the decision not to take a job during
high school. In order to do this, I committed
to spending as little money as possible and to
saving everything I could. This made my plan
more feasible.
Then, I set out to use my spare time differently. I studied day and night to get the best
grades I could. With my remaining free time, I
looked for volunteer projects. I also founded a
mentorship program at my high school for high
risk third-graders. Nobody paid me for these
projects. But they were an investment in myself
and in my community. I learned similar lessons
about discipline and gained a work ethic.
When it was time to apply to college, I had
a wealth of experience that I could include on
my applications. I had initiated a community
project that made me stand out from other applicants. I gained real experience that I could
include on my resume. This experience, along
with my high marks, resulted in scholarship
money I desperately needed to go away to
college.
In fact, the scholarships I received were for
far more than I ever would have made working
after school and on the weekends for a tiny paycheck. Given the minimum wage at the time,
it would have taken me four years working 40
hours per week to earn the amount of money I
received in scholarships.
I understand that choosing not to work
during high school is a luxury that not all kids
have. I don’t want to knock on the teenagers
who are working many hours on top of high
school to contribute to their family’s income.
I have incredible respect for these teenagers.
But for the high schoolers who are lucky
enough to get to choose, think past the basic
options. Soon, you’ll pay someone thousands
of dollars to take college courses you may never
use. Don’t assume being paid is always the No.
1 priority. Think about what profession or real
world cause you’d like to learn more about and
go from there. You will gain new skills, differentiate yourself from your peers, and may even
get a little scholarship money along the way.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at CopelandCoaching.com.

Wood Helps Memphis National
Keep Business in the Fairway
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Brian Wood at memphisdailynews.com.

Brian Wood is the head golf professional at Memphis National
Golf Club. Wood, a PGA professional and member of the
Tennessee Section of the PGA of America, previously served as
assistant golf professional at Windyke Country Club.
BRIAN WOOD
Hometown: Anderson,
South Carolina

ued success is continued
learning.

Experience: Clemson University, degree in parks, recreation and tourism management with emphasis on
professional golf management. Twelve years’ experience at golf facilities including PGA Learning Center in
Port St. Lucie, Florida, and
locally at Windyke Country
Club.

For our readers who aren’t
golfers, what job responsibilities fall to a head golf
pro? Some may assume I
play golf every day and, while
I do love to play, much more
than that goes into running
a successful golf operation.
We host 30-45 outside golf
events each year, so I coordinate these to ensure their
success, whether the goal is
to fundraise or to entertain
customers. I also oversee
the merchandise in our golf
shop, which involves vendor
management, ordering, inventory control and tracking
sales. Our main responsibility is ensuring that our members and guests are taken
care of from the moment
they enter the property.

What talent do you wish you
had? Trick shots! Most people are impressed by a good
golfer, but if you can hit trick
shots, you can amaze!
Who has had the greatest
influence on you and why?
My dad. At a young age, he
helped me understand the
value of hard work, that
you appreciate things more
when you work for them,
and that the key to contin-

Memphis National’s owners recently spoke with

Casey Nerren has joined Memphis
National Golf Club as golf course superintendent. Prior to this position,
Nerren served as superintendent over
golf courses at Plantation Golf Club and
Stonebridge Golf Club. He attended
Horry-Georgetown Technical College,
where he studied turf and turfgrass
management.
Pickering Firm Inc. has named three
employees in its Memphis office as
associate principal owners of the firm.
Thomas “Tom” Moisan has 25 years
of experience and serves as project
manager on the Memphis facilities
team. Robert “Bobby” Biggs has 36
years of experience and serves as senior plumbing designer on the facilities team. And Harvey Matheny has
31 years of experience and serves as
senior civil engineer on the Memphis

The Daily News about the
club’s growth in membership amid major course
improvements. [See “Owners Invest $1.6 Million to
Revive Memphis National
Golf Club” in the July 6 edition.] Is the club actively
promoting itself to golfers,
or is the growth mainly by
word of mouth? It is mainly
by word of mouth. Throughout the year, we run different campaigns to encourage our members to invite
their friends and colleagues
to join. The course improvements are particularly exciting for us, as our members
have an increased level of
pride and want to showcase
the course to their peers.
Had you golfed at Memphis
National before the improvements? What’s your
impression of the course
then and now? I did play at
Memphis National several

civil engineering team.
In addition, Pickering Firm has added
several new employees in its Memphis
office. Irene Ball has joined the marketing team as marketing specialist.
Ball has six years of marketing and advertising experience. Lindsay Murray
has joined the transportation team. She
previously served as graduate transportation associate for the Tennessee
Department of Transportation. Patrice
Thomas has joined the transportation
team. Prior to Pickering, she served as
graduate transportation associate for
the Tennessee Department of Transportation. And Kelsey Rivers has joined
the Memphis civil engineering team.
Rivers has a Bachelor of Science in civil
engineering from Arkansas State University, Jonesboro.

times before the renovation
and I always thought the
courses were good. It was
clear that the bunkers needed a major renovation, but
the biggest improvements
were those made to several
holes that make the course
more golfer friendly and enjoyable.
What do you consider your
greatest accomplishment?
As a golfer, it is winning the
2015 Tennessee PGA Assistants Championship. Overall, it’s being awarded Tennessee PGA Assistant Professional of the Year in 2010.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? Get involved in something! What
you can learn from others
while participating in an activity you enjoy is invaluable.

Susan Elliott has been promoted to
vice president of programming at
Memphis in May International Festival,
a role in which she oversees the festival’s arts, international culture, education, and entertainment programs. Elliott joined Memphis in May in February 2016, bringing more than 20 years’
experience working with organizations
such as the University of Memphis,
Memphis Convention and Visitors Bureau and Mud Island River Park.
Eva Rehkopf has joined nexAir as a
human resources manager. In her
new role, Rehkopf will focus on employee relations, recruiting and strategy. Her previous work experience includes seven years with NuVasive Inc.
in Memphis, where she provided HR
support across most functional areas
of the company.
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First Horizon Sees Growth in Second
Quarter, Expects Upward Trajectory
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

First Tennessee Bank’s parent company saw net income climb 61 percent in
the second quarter and First Tennessee
itself announced the largest merger in its
history, but company chairman and CEO
Bryan Jordan characterized the period for
analysts pretty much the way he always
does during earnings presentations.
The company, he told analysts, is enjoying “good momentum.” It’s focused on
controlling costs, he added, and growing
value over the long-term.
Among the highlights for the period,
net income grew from $57 million a year
ago to $91 million during the second
quarter of 2017. Earnings per share also
jumped 58 percent, from 24 cents last
year to 38 cents.
It was an outlier quarter in some
respects thanks to factors like First Tennessee announcing its acquisition of
Charlotte, North Carolina-based Capital
Bank Financial Corp.
The $2.2 billion deal will create the
fourth-largest regional bank in the Southeast. First Horizon CFO BJ Losch said

Friday, July 14, that the merger is expected
to close in the fourth quarter.
First Tennessee’s capital markets division, FTN Financial, also said during the
quarter it has finished its acquisition of
Houston-based Coastal Securities Inc.,
a national leader in the trading, securitization and analysis of Small Business
Administration loans.
In First Tennessee’s home market in
Memphis, meanwhile, the bank’s West
Tennessee president Bo Allen said the first
half of 2017 has been strong overall for
the bank. Loans and deposits are both up
year-over-year, and “we continue to see
strong pipeline activity in our commercial
and private client lines of business.”
Jordan told analysts during the company’s previous earnings presentation the
bank expects the economy to basically
“chug along” this year in the absence of
anything on the political or Fed-related
fronts to interrupt that pace.
And that’s still very much the company’s thesis at the moment, with Jordan
noting the bank doesn’t see any reason
to expect growth won’t continue – not
only across Tennessee but the company’s
entire franchise.
“While our customers are generally

BRYAN JORDAN
optimistic,” he said, “the economic backdrop hasn’t changed significantly over the
last four, five, six years. The second quarter of 2017 could have been the second
quarter of any year in the last five.
And there’s still some optimism in
the customer base that we’ll get some
fiscal relief in taxes and regulatory costs
through our legislative process in D.C.,

but those customers continue to be optimistic about the future and the business
or operating environment.”
Among other results:
• Revenue at First Tennessee was up 11
percent during the quarter. That helped
the bank improve its efficiency ratio, a
key banking performance metric that’s
calculated by dividing expenses by total
revenue.
During the quarter, that ratio for First
Horizon was 66.4 percent, meaning the
company spends about 66 cents to make
a dollar – down from an efficiency ratio
of almost 73 percent during the previous
quarter.
• Average loans were up 11 percent
during the quarter. The company grew its
average deposits by 10 percent.
“Our focus for the rest of the year
continues to be on execution in our core
businesses – banking and FTN Financial,”
Jordan said. “We continue to see good
opportunities for loan growth.
“Our loan pipelines look strong, our
customer activities and calling efforts
continue to be good, and we continue
to be focused on improving our returns
and controlling our costs in the core business,” he added.

TOURISM

Graceland Prepares for August Test of Expansion
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The Guest House at
Graceland has been sold out
for Elvis Week in August for
quite a while, with bookings even before the Whitehaven hotel-resort opened last
October.
And most of the events
marking the anniversary of
Elvis Presley’s death are slated
for Elvis Presley’s Memphis,
the entertainment complex
across Elvis Presley Boulevard
from the mansion that opened
in March.
It will be an important test
of the combined $137 million expansion of Graceland’s
campus, said Gary Hahn, vice

president of marketing and
media for Graceland.
“In general, the power of
Elvis … is strong,” he told a
group of 80 members of the
Building Owners and Managers Association of Memphis
Wednesday, July 19, citing
600,000 visitors annually to
Graceland without the addition of Guest House and the
entertainment complex.
The test is more than a box
office count or attendance
count.
“I hope we can be what
Disney was for Times Square
and sort of the spark to get
more retail, to get more national chains, to get more
restaurants,” Hahn said, referring to the Walt Disney Co.’s
mid-1990s decision to become
an investor, theater producer

and real estate owner on Times
Square in New York City.
“It’s really Elvis Presley
Boulevard,” Hahn said of delayed city streetscape improvements. “We just want to see
continued improvement. If
you are driving the neighborhoods here, the neighborhoods
are fantastic. It’s the boulevard
that we continue to want to see
an evolution of.”
The hotel-resort and the
complex represent a change in
how the entertainer’s story and
place in music and popular
culture is being told 40 years
after his death.
“We didn’t overdo the Elvis in terms of pictures of
Elvis,” he said of the design
of Guest House. “There was a
sort of a balance here. Some of
the uber fans probably think

there’s not enough Elvis in
the building. But the intent
was to make this a resort for
everybody.”
Hahn said the goal was to
bring the “esthetic of Elvis” to
the design and give it a modern
touch, he told the group at a
luncheon held in the ballroom
of the Guest House.
“All sorts of little touches
that evoke Elvis, but don’t
scream at you in some sort of
circa 1975 or something like
that,” Hahn said. “That’s the
magic of the mansion. And that
will always stay as it is.”
If the hotel-resort takes
it easy on the overt Elvis,
the entertainment complex
should satisfy any misgivings that uber fans have with
14 new exhibits and attractions including 30 cars and

motorcycles that belonged to
Presley, all in what is billed as
the largest Elvis museum in
the world.
“We can finally show all of
his jumpsuits,” Hahn said.
“We finally have a museum to host a good part of
the Graceland archives, where
prior to this year we had to sort
of shove it into corners in the
racquetball building behind
the mansion or the trophy
room behind the mansion,”
he said. “We’ve found a proper
location to really tell the whole
story.”
And Graceland is telling
that story now on social media,
with Elvis fans more partial to
Facebook than Twitter judging
by impressions and reaction
to posts.
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Jeremiah Martin: No Rest for The
Memphis Tigers’ Weary Point Guard

University of Memphis junior Jeremiah Martin (3) will be given “the keys to the car” as the Tigers point guard this season, coach
Tubby Smith says. He’ll be one of only two returning players who saw time last season.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Forget the ugly recent past. Forget the
final 19-13 record and surely forget those
last two games of the season – the 103-62
humiliation at SMU and the 84-54 beat
down from UCF at the American Athletic
Conference Tournament.
Face it, if you were a University of
Memphis fan, that’s what you did, right?
Started looking ahead to miraculously
winning your NCAA Tournament office
pool, where you weren’t at risk for riding
with your heart and picking your beloved
Tigers to go unrealistically deep?
Or maybe you focused on the Grizzlies. Or you started playing a lot of golf
or, yes, daydreaming about next Memphis
football season. Point is, you were ready
to be done with the college basketball
season even before Dedric Lawson and
what felt like a cast of thousands exited
the Memphis program.
But Jeremiah Martin didn’t have
that reaction. He stayed. And he soul-

searched.
He played point guard on that team.
Averaged almost 35 minutes a game. He
didn’t just leave his heart out there, but
blood and sweat if not tears. His 4.4 assists
and 1.8 steals led the Tigers and his 10.3
points per game make him the leading
returning scorer with Dedric, K.J. Lawson
and Markel Crawford all gone.
Martin got back to Memphis, and
tired as he was, nursing a sore left wrist
he had played with all season – and yes,
he shoots left-handed – went to work on
next season. He didn’t watch the entirety
of those last two games, but he did punch
up the highlights (maybe not the best
word) on YouTube.
“It was a sick feeling because I’d never
experienced a loss like that,” Martin said a
few days ago, taking a break from his summer classes and workouts. “And it hurts
because I know we’re better than that.
“I want to make an excuse like everybody was tired, but we just didn’t play
good.”
That’s truth right there. And truth is
a great way to begin healing from past
wounds and moving ahead.

Martin, who went to Mitchell High
School and decided to remain in Memphis, says he never asked all the players
that left why they did so.
“It wasn’t none of my business.”
But he’s clear on the point that coach
Tubby Smith never did wrong by him or
any of those other players. Rather, they
were looking for something else. Martin?
He was grateful for the opportunity given;
he played almost triple the minutes that
he did as a freshman under Josh Pastner.
And Smith, Martin said, made him a better player.
This summer began for Martin with
a trip up to Xenia, Ohio, site of Athletes
in Action headquarters, for a seminar on
leadership. Next year’s roster will have
just two scholarship players that got
minutes last season: Martin, who will be
a junior, and senior Jimario Rivers.
“We used to play Athletes in Action in
exhibition games and it was great,” Smith
said. “They came in and visited with your
team, did devotions, leadership things. I
wanted him to go be a part of it. We all
need that type of guidance.”
Martin made new friends there, in-

cluding Ohio State forward Jae’Sean Tate
and Michigan forward Duncan Robinson.
He stays in touch with them and a couple
of other players.
“The thing I got out of it was with me
having a lot of new guys, I need to build
relationships,” said Martin. “If you got a
strong relationship off the court, when
you get on the court you’ll be even better.
I think that’ll give us a couple more wins
in the season.”
The Tiger basketball players live together, eat together, work out together,
and hang out together. But with so many
new faces – three freshmen and five junior college transfers – the relationships
are starting at ground zero. Every group
outing to Ching’s for wings or to walk
around the mall helps them connect a
little bit more.
“As far as stepping on someone’s toes,
we’ve already had moments like that at
practice,” Martin said. “Guys responded
well. It wasn’t any hard feelings, just
kinda, `OK, I got you, bro.’”
Martin did something else the other
day, too. Went back through last year’s
schedule game by game. It confirmed
what he already knew. He wasn’t a consistent scorer last season.
For instance, his 25-point game in
the win at Oklahoma was followed by
scoring five or fewer points in four of his
next five games. He finished the year with
six straight double-digit scoring games,
including a 23-point and 11-assist effort
in a loss at Cincinnati.
“My defense was there and my effort
was there every night,” he said. “My points
were always up and down – good game,
bad game, good game, bad game, bad
game, good game, OK game … I feel like
I could have done more.”
Of course, job one was to get the ball
to Dedric Lawson.
“No doubt,” said Martin. “I definitely
respected his role for the team. We all
knew and I knew he was more of the first
option.”
His role changes now. He must do
more of everything. It’s going to be his
team to run and Smith has made that
plain.
And so Martin gets all the freedom,
responsibility and, yes, expectations that
come with that.
“The thing for me is to make sure he’s
given the keys to the car, to be in charge,”
Smith said. “This gives him the confidence
that coach believes in me, trusts me.”
And as Jeremiah Martin must understand better than anyone, needs him.
Now more than ever.
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK

Bama Favorite to Win SEC; Heck, 15, Posts +2 at Open
second with 13 first-place votes. The order
of finish, with other first-place votes noted
in parentheses: Alabama, Auburn, LSU (4),
Arkansas (1), Texas A&M, Mississippi State
and Ole Miss.
Georgia was selected to win the SEC
Eastern Division with 1,572 points, including 138 first-place votes, narrowly edging
two-time defending division champion
Florida, which was second with 1,526 points
and 96 votes to win the division. Tennessee
was third with 998 total points. Points were
awarded on a 7-6-5-4-3-2-1 scale.
Predicted order of finish in the East:
Georgia, Florida, Tennessee (3), South
Carolina (5), Kentucky, Vanderbilt and
Wide receiver Calvin Ridley was one of a record 10 Alabama playMissouri.
ers named to All-SEC preseason teams in voting conducted at SEC
Ole Miss, which imposed a bowl ban
Media Days. The media picked Bama win the West. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
for 2017 and is under investigation by the
NCAA, received the fewest total points with
379. Missouri got 388.
DON WADE
Six times since 1992 – four times in the last 20 years
dwade@memphisdailynews.com
– the predicted champion at SEC Media Days has proceeded to win the SEC Championship.
Alabama had the most first-team All-SEC selections
Twice in the previous three years, SEC media correctly this season with 10, which is a new record for the SEC
predicted the SEC champion. Both times, they did it by Media Days All-SEC Team.
picking Alabama (2014, 2016). They went with Alabama
again this year, predicting the Crimson Tide to defeat 2017 PRESEASON MEDIA DAYS ALL-SEC TEAM
(Total points earned in parenthesis)
Georgia in the SEC title game.
Alabama was an easy call to win the SEC West, receiving 225 first-place votes. Auburn was very distant OFFENSE

First-Team
QB Jalen Hurts, Alabama (196)
RB
Derrius Guice, LSU (223)
RB
Nick Chubb, Georgia (211)
WR Calvin Ridley, Alabama (232)
WR Christian Kirk, Texas A&M (197)
TE
Isaac Nauta, Georgia (134)
OL
Braden Smith, Auburn (201)
OL
Martez Ivey, Florida (198)
OL
Jonah Williams, Alabama (187)
OL
Ross Pierschbacher, Alabama (174)
C
Frank Ragnow, Arkansas (174)
Second-Team
QB Nick Fitzgerald, Mississippi State (121)
RB
Bo Scarbrough, Alabama (151)
RB
Kamryn Pettway, Auburn (141)
WR Antonio Callaway, Florida (152)
WR J'Mon Moore, Missouri (91)
TE
Hayden Hurst, South Carolina (115)
OL
Isaiah Wynn, Georgia (116)
OL
Jashon Robertson, Tennessee (108)
OL
K.J. Malone, LSU (101
OL
Martinas Rankin, Mississippi State (101)
C
Bradley Bozeman, Alabama (155)
Third-Team
QB Austin Allen, Arkansas (102)
RB
Ralph Webb, Vanderbilt (105)
RB
Sony Michel, Georgia (30)
sports notebook continued on P30

Grizzlies Paradox: Get Younger, Get Older, Stay Relevant

DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
The Memphis Grizzlies continue to
walk dual trails. It is what they must do,
even if such hedging threatens to constrain
both their immediate and long-range
future.
We learned this week that 31-year-old
point guard Mario Chalmers is returning to
the Grizzlies on a partially guaranteed oneyear contract. Two seasons ago, Chalmers
was an impactful backup for Mike Conley
until a ruptured Achilles tendon ended his
season.
News of Chalmers’ return confirms
what we suspected: The Grizzlies were
not comfortable going into next season
with Andrew Harrison as the primary
backup. And they have seen little from
Wade Baldwin, who was less than commanding in NBA Summer League play, to
inspire faith he can take some of the point-

guard minutes.
While certainly more committed to
developing young players than before
coach David Fizdale’s arrival last season,
the Grizzlies continue the young-and-old
balancing act.
“We’re trying to win right now, too,
so we’re on both paths,” Grizzlies general
Chris Wallace said earlier this summer.
“We’re trying to develop young players, not
just for the future, but hoping some guys
can come in and play.”
But not too much, not at the expense
of now and making the playoffs an eighth
straight season.
Yes, older veterans Zach Randolph and
Vince Carter signed free agent contracts
with the Sacramento Kings. Free agent
Tony Allen is unlikely to return. The roster
is churning.
A starting power forward spot is still
waiting for restricted free agent JaMychal
Green (just turned 27) and if the Grizzlies
re-sign him he’ll join Conley, center Marc
Gasol, and small forward Chandler Parsons
(we’re assuming health) on the first unit.
The only starting position to be determined would be shooting guard, which
seems mostly likely to belong to young

Ben McLemore; he signed a two-year deal
after spending four less than spectacular
seasons with Sacramento. He’s still just 24
years old, so presumably there’s an unexplored upside.
Former Memphis Tiger and NBA veteran guard Tyreke Evans signed a one-year
free agent contract and ideally he anchors
the second unit and gives Memphis a go-to
scorer there to replace Randolph. Guard
Wayne Selden, just 22, was the scoring star
of the Grizzlies’ NBA Summer League. Nice,
but only a six-game sample size against
inferior competition.
And so the Grizzlies move forward
as a team in transition, not entirely sure
what they have heading into training
camp. More moves could be on the way:
forward Jarell Martin has been slow to
develop, veteran big man Brandan Wright
was unhappy with his role last year and
is a potential trade candidate, but also a
useful piece here, and several young players are obviously more suited to getting
their playing time with the new G League
Memphis Hustle.
Rookie guard Dillon Brooks showed
flashes in the NBA Summer League, but
needs reps. Big man Deyonta Davis is still

just 20 years old and did not look ready to
compete for real rotation minutes. Ditto for
forward Rade Zagorac, though the Grizzlies
remain intrigued; rookie forward Ivan Rabb
hurt his ankle, but he might be the young
player the Grizzlies try to fast-track into
regular minutes.
Obviously, if Green were to sign elsewhere it would leave more minutes to be
covered and likely necessitate another
move for a veteran.
So if it seems the Grizzlies have a plan
in conflict with itself, well, it’s because they
do. They have no other choice but to both
gamble and hedge. This isn’t Golden State.
It isn’t even Houston.
“Come together, collaborate, and work
together,” Fizdale said when looking ahead
to the offseason and beyond. “And make
this team better.”
Or at least as good as it has been, so as
to allow the ticket-buying public to keep
the faith a while longer.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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T E N N ESS E E VO L S

Vols Roster, Divisional Finish Get
Little Respect from SEC Media

Tennessee’s Butch Jones says the Vols might use both junior Quinten Dormady and freshman Jarrett
Guarantano at quarterback as they seek to replace Joshua Dobbs. 
(Icon Sportswire via AP Images)

DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

It was no surprise last week
when Tennessee’s football team
was picked to finish third by the
media in the East Division at 2017
SEC Media Days.
Almost every national publication is picking the Vols third
in the East behind Georgia and
Florida, although not necessarily
in that order.
Such a finish won’t satisfy
UT fans. Not after last year when
the Vols were favored to win the
East but finished tied for second
behind Florida.
Despite back-to-back 9-4
seasons and three consecutive
bowl wins, UT coach Butch Jones
enters his fifth season in Knoxville
with critics saying his job is at
stake. You know he’s heard it.
“There’s so much more out
there to be accomplished, and
we’ve only started,” Jones said
at Media Day. “That’s what I like
about this year’s football team,
they’re very, very driven, very,
very motivated.”
UT landed four players on the
media’s All-SEC teams, but no
player on the first team offense –

and no players on any of the three
defensive teams.
Offensive lineman Jashon
Robertson was on the second
team and wide receiver Jauan
Jennings on the third team. Evan
Berry was the second-team return
specialist, and Trevor Daniel the
third-team punter.
Alabama had a record 10
players on All-SEC first teams. No
other team had more than four.
The Crimson Tide was the
heavy favorite to win the West
with 225 first-place votes and
1,683 points to Auburn’s 11 votes
and 1,329 points. No surprise
there, either.
The media saw the SEC East
to be a much tighter race. Georgia
was favored with 1,572 points and
138 first-place votes, with secondplace Florida getting 1,526 points
and 96 first-place votes.
Tennessee had three firstplace votes and 998 points, edging
out fourth-place South Carolina (897 points, five first-place
votes) and fifth-place Kentucky
(869 points, no first-place votes).
Vanderbilt was sixth with 554
points, and mysteriously, with
one first-place vote.
Robertson, a junior guard/
center from Montgomery Bell

Academy, was one of three Tennessee players attending SEC
Media Days, along with senior
defensive tackle Kendal Vickers
and senior cornerback Emmanuel
Moseley.
“I was 5-7 in my first season
(2013) and didn’t go to a bowl
game,” Vickers said. “I never
wanted to feel that way again. We
have worked hard. We have the
right players, and we are a family.
We want to go out and win every
game.”
As the July 29 start of fall camp
approaches, here are some takeaways from SEC Media Days.
FAST START NEEDED
Tennessee has a quick turnaround after the opener against
Georgia Tech in Atlanta on Sept.
4, hosting to Indiana State on
Sept. 9 before traveling to Florida
on Sept. 16.
“In terms of this year, we have
to start fast,” Jones says. “We have
three games in 13 days, so our
health, the turnaround, is going to
be paramount, and we’re excited
to be able to have the opportunity
to start the season in Atlanta in the
Chick-fil-A Kickoff game against a
very good opponent.”
Alabama plays Florida State
in the Chick-fil-A Kickoff opener

Sept. 2, in the new Mercedes-Benz
Stadium.
MORE ON QBS
Jones caught everyone’s attention when he suggested the
Vols might use two quarterbacks,
junior Quinten Dormady and
redshirt freshman Jarrett Guarantano, as they seek to replace
three-year starter Joshua Dobbs.
Still, there has to be a starter
against Georgia Tech.
“We will not name a starting quarterback until the time is
right,” Jones explains. “I can’t tell
you (when) that is. That will be
decided, obviously, on the field
when we start training camp.”
Guarantano was one of the
nation’s top-rated dual-threat
quarterbacks out of Bergen
Catholic High in Lodi, New Jersey, and appears a perfect fit for
UT’s spread offense. Dormady,
coached by his father Mike at
Boerne (Texas) High, has the look
of a pocket passer but moves well
enough to run UT’s offense.
“You know, you have two kind
of distinct personalities,” Jones
continues. “You have a young
individual in Jarrett Guarantano,
very energetic, very demonstrative, very passionate, very, very
talented, and then Quinten Dormady, who is a coach’s son, who
has kind of been in our football
program.
“So (they’re) a little bit different in terms of personality-wise,
but those two individuals are very,
very talented.
“And the great thing about
these individuals, we talked to
our young football team about
this all spring, is ‘compete and
don’t compare.’ They’ve been
able to do that, but they also have
the mutual respect towards each
other that they’re still helping
each other out, and that’s been
great to see. I think it’s a great issue to have.”
IMPACT FRESHMAN
If there’s an impact freshman
on UT’s roster, he’s offensive
lineman Trey Smith of University
School of Jackson.
Smith might not start, but he’ll
likely be in the offensive line rotation at tackle or guard.
“I told our coaching staff, we
have to be careful we don’t put too

much pressure on this young man
(Smith),” Jones points out.
“He’s still 17 years old. He is,
at 17 years old, a difference maker.
He had a 3.5 GPA in his first semester of college (this summer).
He could sit on this (television)
set and be the greatest gentleman
you ever met, but when you step
on the football field, he turns into
a different individual, and I think
he’s really elevated the toughness
in that room (offensive line).”
THIN AT RUNNING BACK
Junior John Kelly is the Vols’
No. 1 tailback going into fall
camp, but the backup’s job is up
for grabs.
Sophomore Carlin Fils-Aime
was the Vols’ only other scholarship running back in spring
practices.
Fils-Aime played in seven
games last year and rushed for 58
yards and two touchdowns, both
against Tennessee Tech.
Kelly was the Vols’ secondleading rusher (630 yards) behind
Dobbs (831 yards). Dobbs rushed
for 12 touchdowns, Kelly five,
and Alvin Kamara nine (and 596
yards).
“For us, it’s not (a question
of) John Kelly,” Jones says. “It’s
the depth. It’s Carlin Fils-Aime
coming on and having some true
freshmen come in and play.”
Nashville’s Ty Chandler tops
that list.
The consensus four-star
prospect from Montgomery Bell
Academy ranks seventh in TSSAA
history in career rushing yards
(6,158) and third in career touchdowns (92) and is a two-time
Division II-AA Mr. Football Award
winner.
WHO REPLACES BARNETT?
One reporter at SEC Media
Days asked Jones who will replace
right defensive end Derek Barnett, selected by the Philadelphia
Eagles with the 14th overall pick
of the 2017 NFL Draft.
Well, Jones has more than
Barnett to replace up front.
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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SEC FOOTBALL

SEC Football Coaches Hot Seat Index:
From Safe Saban to Tenuous Sumlin
chance at a prime head coaching job. But
things changed when he led LSU to a 5-2
record as interim coach after Les Miles was
fired. Orgeron’s engaging personality and
his recruiting ability (the Tigers are off to a
great start in next year’s class) should buy
him a little time.
MARK STOOPS, KENTUCKY
Credit Stoops for staying the course
after an 0-2 start last season, which had
some of his harshest critics wondering if
boosters were willing to cover a $12 million buyout. It didn’t come to that. Stoops’
Wildcats won seven of their next 10 games,
including a victory over No. 11-ranked
Louisville, before losing to Georgia Tech
in the TaxSlayer Bowl.
WILL MUSCHAMP, SOUTH CAROLINA
He went 28-21 as Florida’s coach in

2011-14 before getting fired. His debut
season with the Gamecocks included three
losses in the last four games, including
a 56-7 no-show against rival Clemson. It
remains to be seen if Muschamp is head
coaching material, or yet another example
of a good coordinator whose skills do not
translate to managing the entire program.
BUTCH JONES, TENNESSEE
I’m on record as saying Jones shouldn’t
be on the hot seat, but that doesn’t necessarily mean he isn’t under pressure.
Reach David Climer at dclimer1018@
yahoo.com and on Twitter @DavidClimer.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

Vanderbilt coach Derek Mason bought himself some time with wins against Georgia
and Tennessee, as well as a bowl appearance last year. He also is building a solid
recruiting class.
(AP Photo/Butch Dill)
DAVID CLIMER
Nashville Sports Correspondent

When it comes to Southeastern Conference football coaches, there are three kinds
of seats – hot, hotter and hottest.
There is, of course, one exception.
Nick Saban. To quote the late ESPN
anchor Stuart Scott, Saban’s seat is as cool
as the other side of your pillow.
If Saban coaches out the remainder of
his contract, which was extended recently,
he will be 72 after the 2024 season. And
who’s to say he won’t keep on coaching?
Otherwise, all bets are off.
Things can turn quickly in this league.
One day, you’re up; the next day, you’re out.
Just ask former Auburn coach Gene Chizik,
who won a national title in 2010 and was
fired two years later.
As the 2017 season approaches, here is
my pressure gauge on each of the 14 SEC
coaches, from cool to sizzling. Four of the
five hottest seats reside in the Western
Division.
NICK SABAN, ALABAMA
All he does is win SEC and national
championships. How? By recruiting superior talent and developing it better than
anybody else. With a recent extension,
Saban is now under contract through Jan.
31, 2025. If Alabama fired Saban without
cause, it would owe him $26.9 million. Now
that’s what you call job security.
JIM MCELWAIN, FLORIDA
He may not be in the same league with
predecessors Steve Spurrier and Urban
Meyer, but winning the SEC East in each of

his first two seasons in Gainesville speaks
for itself. It remains to be seen, however,
if McElwain can recruit and develop a
quarterback to help the Gators play up to
expectations on offense.
DEREK MASON, VANDERBILT
A year ago, Mason was on the other
end of this list, even at a program that historically does not have a quick trigger on
its coaches. That changed with a six-win
season and bowl berth in 2016, leading to
a contract extension and a bigger recruiting
budget. There’s nothing like beating rival
Tennessee to enhance a Vanderbilt coach’s
job security.
DAN MULLEN, MISSISSIPPI STATE
Fellow coaches will tell you that Mullen is one of the best at what he does. He
recruits underrated players, develops them
and consistently puts quality teams on the
field. Yes, last year’s 6-7 finish was disappointing, but he has taken the Bulldogs to
seven straight bowls, plus he is 5-3 against
rival Ole Miss. He received a four-year
contract extension in February.
KIRBY SMART, GEORGIA
His debut season as a head coach had
its ups (a win over No. 8-ranked Auburn)
and its downs (a home loss to Vanderbilt
and the last-second hiccup against Tennessee), but Smart will be given every chance
to succeed in Athens. He arrived with the
Nick Saban seal of approval and is a Georgia grad. Having rising star Jacob Eason at
quarterback doesn’t hurt.
ED ORGERON, LSU
When Orgeron was fired in 2007 after
a dismal three-year run at Ole Miss, it
seemed unlikely he would get another
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MEMPHIS REDBIRDS

Redbirds’ Dream Season Not Being Duplicated in St. Louis
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

On Monday, July 17, in Oklahoma City, the Memphis Redbirds pulled off their third win
in their last at-bat as Patrick
Wisdom hit a ninth-inning home
run in a 5-3 victory. It was their
seventh straight win and their
15th in their last 17 games.
Of such a streak, their parent St. Louis Cardinals can only
dream.
The Redbirds entered play
Tuesday with a 61-33 record – the
best mark in Triple-A. Meantime,
while the Cardinals managed to
hang on for a 6-3 victory over the
Mets in New York on Monday, it
only raised their record to 45-47.
They sit in third-place in the
National League Central, 5.5

games behind the division-leading Milwaukee Brewers and two
games back of the puzzling and
reigning World Series champion
Chicago Cubs.
So they’re not out of the race,
they just have been unable to
make clear they are in the race.
Which gave a sports writer in
St. Louis an idea: The St. Louis
Post-Dispatch’s Jeff Gordon
figured if the Cardinals can’t
truly contend with the roster they
have, they could at least “doubledown on mediocrity.”
Gordon suggested the Cardinals use the farm system to
help them field two teams – both
mediocre. He points out that
such an arrangement would allow the franchise to keep playing star catcher Yadier Molina
every day while also permitting
the promotion of highly coveted

sports notebook continued from P27
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Deebo Samuel, South Carolina (64)
Jauan Jennings, Tennessee (42)
DeAndre Goolsby, Florida (76)
Lester Cotton, Alabama (96)
Greg Little, Ole Miss (94)
Javon Patterson, Ole Miss (87)
Koda Martin, Texas A&M (69)
Will Clapp, LSU (66)

DEFENSE
First-Team
DL
Da'Ron Payne, Alabama (196)
DL
Da'Shawn Hand, Alabama (180)
DL
Trenton Thompson, Georgia (172)
DL
Marquis Haynes, Ole Miss (159)
LB
Arden Key, LSU (191)
LB
Rashaan Evans, Alabama (180)
LB
Roquan Smith, Georgia (157)
DB Minkah Fitzpatrick, Alabama (232)
DB Ronnie Harrison, Alabama (156)
DB Armani Watts, Texas A&M (137)
DB Duke Dawson, Florida (137)
Second-Team
DL
Cece Jefferson, Florida (151)
DL
Marlon Davidson, Auburn (120)
DL
Christian LaCouture, LSU (107)
DL
Denzil Ware, Kentucky (78)
LB
Shaun Dion Hamilton, Alabama (156)
LB
Skai Moore, South Carolina (128)
LB
Tre' Williams, Auburn (103)
DB Tray Matthews, Auburn (126)
DB Donte Jackson, LSU (123)
DB Carlton Davis, Auburn (109)
DB Dominick Sanders, Georgia (109)
Third-Team
DL
Marcell Frazier, Missouri (77)
DL
Jabari Zuniga, Florida (76)
DL
Dontavius Russell, Auburn (70)
DL
Rashard Lawrence, LSU (54)
LB
Jordan Jones, Kentucky (91)

LB
LB
DB
DB
DB
DB

prospect Carson Kelly, who
seems ready for a test drive in
the big leagues. Starting pitcher
Adam Wainwright, Gordon said,
could take Kelly under his wing
while Molina could continue to
refine starter Carlos Martinez.
“These split squads could
bring 162 home games to Busch
Stadium and allow Fredbird to
collect some serious overtime,”
Gordon wrote.
Yeah, well, that’s not gonna
fly in Memphis and fans enjoying
the summer at AutoZone Park,
where playoff baseball is certain
this year. Not to mention what
this would do to the new incarnation of mascot Rockey. A dirty
bird’s gotta eat, right?
More seriously, though, the
July 31 trade deadline looms
and the Cardinals have to decide
whether they push for now or to

Lorenzo Carter, Georgia (82)
Oren Burks, Vanderbilt (58)
Anthony Averett, Alabama (104)
Marcell Harris, Florida (83)
Mike Edwards, Kentucky (71)
Tony Brown, Alabama (62)

SPECIALISTS
First-Team
P
JK Scott, Alabama (222)
PK
Daniel Carlson, Auburn (218)
RS
Christian Kirk, Texas A&M (176)
AP
Christian Kirk, Texas A&M (161)
Second-Team
P
Johnny Townsend, Florida (99)
PK
Eddy Piniero, Florida (106)
RS
Evan Berry, Tennessee (117)
AP
Derrius Guice, LSU (133)
Third-Team
P
Trevor Daniel, Tennessee (58)
PK
Gary Wunderlich, Ole Miss (94)
RS
Antonio Callaway, Florida (84)
AP
Kerryon Johnson, Auburn (66)
Memphis 15-Year-Old Impresses
at Women’s U.S. Open
Rachel Heck, a 15-year-old rising
sophomore at St. Agnes Academy,
shot 2-over in the Women’s U.S. Open
at Trump National Golf Club. She was
the youngest player in the field.
She finished the tournament with
consecutive rounds of par-72 on Saturday and Sunday after shooting 72
and 74 in the first and second rounds.
Heck qualified for the U.S. Open on
her first attempt, taking one of the
two spots at a sectional qualifier in
Georgia.
She said beforehand she wasn’t
going to be overly focused on her

Cardinals outfielder Dexter Fowler signs autographs at the March
exhibition game against the Redbirds.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
try and take advantage of their
unintended situation to acquire
assets that will help next year and
beyond. Or, yes, hedge and do a
little bit of both.

John Mozeliak, who was recently promoted from general
manager to president of baseball
redbirds continued on P36

score at the tournament, telling golfweek.com: “I just
want to enjoy every second of it, and not take it for
granted.”
Grizzlies Summer League Team
Loses in Semifinals
The Memphis Grizzlies Summer League season
came to an end on Sunday, July 16, as they lost 87-82 to
Portland.
The Grizzlies finished 5-1 in Summer League.
Portland rallied from a 19-point deficit for the
victory. The Grizzlies got 16 points off the bench
from rookie guard Dillon Brooks, who also had four
assists and four rebounds. Vincent Hunter had 14
points off the bench and starting guard Wayne Selden
scored 13 points.
Selden averaged 22.7 points during NBA Summer
League this season. The Grizzlies signed him to a multiyear contract just a few weeks ago. He was picked up as
a rookie late last season and started in the playoffs due
to an injury to Tony Allen. He went undrafted out of the
University of Kansas in 2016.

Rachel Heck of Memphis tees off on the 14th hole during the first round
of the U.S. Women’s Open July 13, in Bedminster, New Jersey. At age 15,
Heck was the youngest player in the field.
(AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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Analysis: AutoZone’s Engine Beginning
To Stall With Other Parts Retailers
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

AutoZone’s stock price is pointed in the
opposite direction it’s been accustomed to
for years now.
Shares of the Memphis-based auto
parts retailer are down more than 30 percent since the end of January. Needless to
say, that’s an unusual place for the company, which continues to open new stores
at a steady clip.
What’s more, negative headlines have
begun to circle the once high-flying auto
parts giant, which until the first quarter had
enjoyed double-digit earnings per share
growth every quarter, uninterrupted, for a
little more than 10 years.
It’s not just AutoZone, though. Its closest competitors are reporting similar challenges at the moment, which may make
it even harder for AutoZone to shake its
current slump.
The Memphis company is currently
listed at Rank #5 by Zacks Equity Research,
which is the firm’s “strong sell” recommendation for stocks.
Dan Wewer, an analyst who covers
AutoZone and other auto parts retailers
for Raymond James, wrote in a research
note a few days ago that he’s lowering his
revenue and earnings per share outlook for
the entire auto parts sector.
As The Street put it in a headline just a
few days ago, “AutoZone is Running Out of
Gas as Auto Parts Retailers Misfire.”
During the company’s most recent
earnings presentation to analysts, AutoZone chairman, president and CEO Bill
Rhodes seemed to make the case that the
heady days of strong growth are behind the
company – for now.
“Until our second quarter, we had
consistently delivered exceptional performance marked by 41 consecutive quarters
of double-digit earnings per share growth,”
he said. “However, there are certain factors
present today that have made it more difficult to achieve similar earnings per share
growth.”
Among them is that AutoZone isn’t
exactly hunkering down to ride things out.
The company has chosen to accelerate its
investment back into the business, which
Rhodes said includes investing at an increased rate in store inventory and capital
expenditures, the latter reflected in two
new domestic distribution centers under
construction.
The company also opened a second
distribution center in Mexico in the fall, and
it is increasing the frequency of deliveries to
its stores from once to several times a week.
In truth, a perfect storm of outside factors are also revving up to make this year a
nettlesome one for a company long used to
steady, predictable growth.
First is the expansion of competition, over everything from price to parts
availability, with auto stores presumably

working to assemble similar
assortments of products. AutoZone, Advanced Auto Parts
and O’Reilly Auto Parts all boast
more than 5,000 stores each
in the U.S. Pep Boys has 942
across the U.S. and Puerto Rico.
With more than 15,000
stores between them across
the U.S., that might make it
hard to grow same-store sales,
a key retail industry metric, to
say the least.
In May, AutoZone reported
earnings of $11.44 per share,
51 cents below Wall Street
estimates. Domestic samestore sales were down almost
1 percent.
“The ongoing weakness
in same-store sales means

AutoZone and O’Reilly will
have less operating leverage,
because all those stores are carrying a lot of fixed costs,” The
Street noted.
All this said, one thing that
hasn’t changed is AutoZone’s
philosophy, that its leadership
repeats often during presentations: It is not focused on the
day-to-day but setting a course
for the long term.
“Our management team
has been in this business for
a long time, and over time
we’ve been through many different cycles,” Rhodes said.
“Sometimes we had tailwinds
and we benefited from those,
and other times we had headwinds and we have fought

AutoZone has seen its earnings and stock price come under
pressure the last two quarters.
(Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)
against them. Ultimately, we
will continue to manage this
business for the long term to
provide great service for our

customers and great opportunities for AutoZone’s owners,
ultimately delivering strong
shareholder value.”

G OV E R N M E N T

Commission Locks in $4.11 Tax Rate
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County Commissioners
closed the books Wednesday, July 19,
on another budget season with approval on third and final reading of a
county property tax rate of $4.11.
The fourth commission meeting
in a week and a half ran about 20 minutes, ending with the 10-0 vote. Several
commissioners were absent from the
special meeting.
Much of the debate before the vote
wasn’t about the tax rate. It was about
whether the drop of 2 cents from the
$4.13 rate certified by the state – to
produce the same amount of revenue
as the old rate of $4.37 by law – was a
cut in the rate or a cut in taxes.
After Monday’s vote on the $4.11
rate that set the stage for Wednesday’s final vote, commissioner Eddie
Jones questioned whether county government would get a windfall from the rate and presented
some numbers showing he believed
that to be the case.
“We can’t identify specifically those
numbers,” county chief administrative
officer Harvey Kennedy said when
asked about the calculations. “It’s
a partial calculation of the property

taxes. As far as the variables that are in
the certified property tax rate, there are
adjustments that are taken right from
the assessor.”
There is also an allowance the state
grants for appeals of property values
from the countywide reappraisal every
four years. The certified rate doesn’t
preclude the commission from then
acting separately to increase or decrease the new certified rate.
But commissioners are hearing
from property owners whose residential values have, in many cases, gone up
more than the 13 percent countywide
average. It is that countywide average,
along with other mitigating factors like
the appeals allowance, that go into setting the certified rate.
Among the most vocal critics of the
certified rate is Shelby County Trustee
David Lenoir, who said in April the
county tax rate should have been set
below the $4.13 certified rate.
Commissioner David Reaves said
his tax bill will go up around $85 as a
result.
“Most of the people are going to
say, ‘But you didn’t cut my taxes,’”
he said. “There’s still a significant gap
in our communities. … Do I think we
need to cut it more? Absolutely.”
But he said the better political
strategy may be to cut the rate more
over time.

“A reduction in the tax rate is better
than no reduction at all,” he concluded
“The extra amount of taxes people are
paying … is horrible. They need tax
relief. They need more tax relief. I’ll be
looking at more tax relief next year.”
Commissioner Heidi Shafer’s district includes Cordova as well as East
Memphis. She surveyed six parcels in
Cordova and found the tax bill of some
goes up “slightly” and three others go
down.
“I think at the end of the day what
we are looking at is the balance over the
full county,” she said. “You can cherry
pick it to show whichever side of the
coin you are trying to argue.”
Shafer, who proposed the cut from
$4.13 to $4.10, called the $4.11 tax rate
“bold” and an “assertive stance.”
Jones remained wary even though
he voted for the $4.11 rate.
“Some of my constituents were
saying they wanted a tax cut. I’m fine
with where we are,” Jones said. “As
the years go on and we have an opportunity to revisit the budget and
see where we are and how much
we’ve actually collected… trust me,
when they come in I’m going to be
looking at it real close.”
The commission gets regular reports from the trustee and the administration on revenue collections during
the course of the fiscal year.
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 3, 2017 at 1:00PM local
time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Joseph
K. Taylor and Stephanie Taylor, to John
V. Masserano, Trustee, as trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Patriot Bank
on September 21, 2006 at Instrument
No. 06008531; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Federal National Mortgage Association
(“Fannie Mae”), a corporation organized
and existing under the laws of the
United States of America, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 55, Section A, Fair Meadows
of Oakland Subdivision, as shown
on plat of record in Plat Book 8,
Page 89, in the Register’s Office of
Fayette County, Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property.
This being the same property conveyed to Joseph K. Taylor, and wife
Stephanie Taylor by Warranty Deed
of record at Instrument Number
06008530, in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 40 Whispering
Meadows Dr, Oakland, Tennessee
38060
Parcel Number: 087H A 055.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Joseph
K. Taylor and Stephanie Taylor
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
40 Whispering Meadows Dr, Oakland,
Tennessee 38060, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
Fair Meadows of Oakland, Section
“A”, Homeowners Association, Inc.
c/o Dinkelspiel, Rasmussen & Mink,
PLLC; Patriot Bank.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Joseph K. Taylor and
Stephanie Taylor, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn

the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-111983
July 7, 14, 21, 2017
Fmn13412
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 23, 2015,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
28, 2015, Document No. 15005986,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Fayette County, Tennessee, executed
by Heather J Smith, conveying certain
property therein described to Gordon
Foster as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Mortgage Lenders of
America, LLC, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on August 31, 2017
on or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 64, Villas of Fair Oaks PD, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
9, Page 200, in the Register’s Office of Fayette County, Tennessee
to which reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 55 Muirfield Drive,
Oakland, TN 38060
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory

rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
HEATHER J SMITH
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 319527
DATED July 3, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 7, 14, 21, 2017
Fmn13418
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
payment of the debts and obligations
secured to be paid by a certain Deed
of Trust executed April 24, 2015 by
Austin J. B. Moody and spouse, Amy
J. Moody to Jerry Spore, as Trustee,
as same appears of record in the office of the Register of Fayette County,
Tennessee, in Register’s Instrument
No. 15002365, and the undersigned
having been appointed Substitute
Trustee by instrument recorded in the
said Register’s Office, and the owner of
the debt secured, BancorpSouth Bank,
having requested the undersigned to
advertise and sell the property described in and conveyed by said Deed
of Trust, all of said indebtedness having matured by default in the payment
of a part thereof, at the option of the
owner, this is to give notice that the
undersigned will, on Thursday, August
17, 2017 commencing at 03:00 PM, at
the South Front Door of the Courthouse,
Somerville, Fayette County, Tennessee
proceed to sell at public outcry to the
highest and best bidder for cash, the
following described property, to-wit:
Situated in County of Fayette, State
of Tennessee.
Beginning at a point on the south right
of way of Highway 64 and in the apparent center of a ditch said point being
the northwest corner of the Jean Lea
Whaley Freeman parcel (Book 442,
Page 341); thence along the center of
said ditch and west and north lines of
the Jean Lea Whaley Freeman parcel
the following twenty (20) courses:
(1) south 07 degrees 24 minutes 01
seconds west 30.36 feet; (2) south 18
degrees 02 minutes 14 seconds east
72.77 feet; (3) south 35 degrees 24
minutes 38 seconds west 61.61 feet;
(4) south 54 degrees 43 minutes 22
seconds west 61.20 feet; (5) south 45
degrees 40 minutes 16 seconds west
183.85 feet; (6) south 52 degrees 05
minutes 19 seconds west 70.06 feet;
(7) south 02 degrees 11 minutes 24
seconds east 40.00 feet; (8) south 81
degrees 03 minutes 02 seconds west
21.19 feet; (9) north 86 degrees 33
minutes 08 seconds west 89.39 feet;
(10) south 38 degrees 21 minutes 50
seconds west 42.01 feet; (11) south 01
degrees 35 minutes 49 seconds east
20.37 feet; (12) south 17 degrees 34
minutes 20 seconds west 43.27 feet;
(13) south 37 degrees 05 minutes 35
seconds west 41.63 feet; (14) south 65
degrees 53 minutes 19 seconds west
40.08 feet; (15) south 56 degrees 31
minutes 47 seconds east 66.41 feet;
(16) south 20 degrees 30 minutes 46
seconds west 61.12 feet; (17) south 24
degrees 40 minutes 59 seconds east
11.42 feet; (18) south 13 degrees 33
minutes 57 seconds west 19.67 feet;
(19) south 38 degrees 25 minutes 40
seconds west 17.09 feet; (20) south
86 degrees 05 minutes 09 seconds
west 90.84 feet to an old metal t-post,
said post being a northwest corner of
the Jean Lea Whaley Freeman parcel;
thence north 83 degrees 19 minutes
15 seconds west coincident with the
north line of the Allien D. Nunn parcel
(Book 84, Page 419) a distance of
30.00 feet to a new capped 1/2” inch
iron rod (typical of all irons referred
to as new in this description); thence
north 17 degrees 48 minutes 31
seconds west along a new severance
line of the Gwendolyn Harbin parcel

a distance of 409.13 feet to a new
iron rod; thence north 67 degrees 09
minutes 51 seconds east coincident
with the south right of way of Highway
64 a distance of 743.00 feet to the
point of beginning containing 187,105
square feet or 4.295 acres. Included
in the above described real estate, but
hereby excluded from this conveyance
is the following described 2.27 acres.
Beginning at a point on the south right
of way of Highway 64 and in the apparent center of a ditch, said point being
the northwest corner of the Jean Lea
Whaley Freeman Parcel (BK 442, PG
341); thence along the center of said
ditch and west and north lines of the
Jean Lea Whaley Freeman Parcel the
following ten (10) courses: (1) S 07
degrees 24 minutes 01 seconds W 30.36’; (2) S 18 degrees 02 minutes
14 seconds E - 72.77’; (3) S 35 degrees
24 minutes 38 seconds W - 61.61’; (4)
S 54 degrees 43 minutes 22 seconds
W - 61.20’; (5) S 45 degrees 40 minutes 16 seconds W - 183.85’; (6) S
52 degrees 05 minutes 19 seconds W
– 70.06’; (7) S 02 degrees 11 minutes
24 minutes E - 40.00’; (8) S 81 degrees
03 minutes 02 seconds W - 21.19’;
(9) N 86 degrees 33 minutes 08 seconds W - 89.39’; (10) S 38 degrees
21 minutes 50 seconds W - 42.01’;
thence N 26 degrees 14 minutes 55
seconds W along a new severance line
of the Danny Dowdy parcel (BK 775,
PG 36) a distance of 10.00 feet to a
new capped 1/2” iron rod continuing on
for a total of 243.37’ to a new capped
1/2” iron rod; thence N 67 degrees
09 minutes 51 seconds E coincident
with the south margin of Highway 64 a
distance of 538.37 feet to the point of
beginning, containing 98.950 square
feet or 2.27 acres.
Tax Parcel ID: 052-006.07
Property Address: 26610 US Highway
64, Whiteville, TN.
All right and equity of redemption,
homestead and dower waived in said
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed
to be good, but the undersigned will
sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
ARNOLD M. WEISS,
Substitute Trustee
Weiss & Cummins, PLLC
208 Adams Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38l03
90l-526-8296
File # 2162-128697-FC
July 7, 14, 21, 2017
Fmn13419
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 16, 2017 at 11:00 am local time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by James Robert
Barker, to David R. Wilson, Trustee,
as trustee for Chase Bank USA, N.A.
on December 28, 2005 at Instrument
No. 06000015; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for J.P. Morgan Mortgage
Acquisition Trust 2007-CH1, Asset
Backed Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2007-CH1, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
IN THE TOWN OF WILLISTON, TENNESSEE:
PARCEL NO. 1:
BEGINNING at a stake in the north
margin of Hotel Street and at the
southeast corner of a lot known as
the Annie Webb lot fronting on Hotel
Street 101 feet and 312 feet in
depth; thence East 181.5 feet with
north margin of said Hotel Street to
a stake at the southwest corner of
lot owned by Robert Wolf; thence
North with west boundary of Wolf lot
312 feet to a stake; thence West,
establishing a new line, 181.5 feet
to a stake, a northwest corner of this

conveyance and a northeast corner
of said Annie Webb lot; thence South
312 feet, with east line of said Webb
lot to the beginning and containing
1.3 acres, more or less.
BEING THE SAME parcel of land
conveyed to grantors herein by virtue
of warranty deed of record at Book
183, page 161, Fayette County Register’s Office.
PARCEL NO. 2: (KNOWN AS “LOT
NO. 1)
BEGINNING at a stake at the northeast corner of Annie Webb lot running
East 181.5 feet, a new line, to a stake
at the northwest corner of Robert Wolf
lot; thence North 414 feet to a stake;
thence West 181.5 feet to a stake;
thence South 414 feet to the point of
beginning and containing 1.72 acres
more or less.
PARCEL NO 3: (KNOWN AS ‘’LOT
NO. 2)
BEGINNING at a stake in north margin
of Public Road at the southeast corner
of lot conveyed by W. T. Poore and
wife, to Mrs. Annie Webb; thence
East with said lot 101 feet to a stake;
thence North 312 feet to a stake;
thence West 101 feet to a stake, the
Northeast corner of a lot conveyed by
W. T. Poore and wife, to Mrs. Annie
Webb; thence South 312 feet to the
point of beginning.
Street Address: 560 Hotel St, Williston, Tennessee 38076
Parcel Number: 118 019.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: James
Robert Barker, a single person
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
560 Hotel St, Williston, Tennessee
38076, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee for
JPMorgan Mortgage Acquisition Trust
2007-CH1, Asset Backed Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2007-CH1; Chase
Bank USA, N.A..
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of James Robert Barker,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
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deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-110697
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13425
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated December 7, 2009,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded December
16, 2009, Document No. 09008136,
and modified on , Document No.
15007216 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee, executed by Gabrial W. Bing and
Stephanie W. Bing, conveying certain
property therein described to H. McCall
Willson, Jr. as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for The Bank of Fayette
County, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on August 17, 2017
on or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lots 199 and 200, Section H, the
Oakland Acres Lakes Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
2, Page 147, in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 160 Kay Cove,
Oakland, TN 38060-4136
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
GABRIAL W. BING
STEPHANIE W. BING
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the

sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323212
DATED July 19, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13435

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 2, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Robert J.
Leader, to John Ben Bancroft, Trustee,
as trustee for Administrator of the U.S.
Small Business Administration on May
12, 2005 at Book T1836, Page 1320;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration, an agency of the
Government of the United States of
America, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND IN MADISON COUNTY, STATE
OF TENNESSEE, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT:
BEING Lot No. 84, Section 4, Northwynde Subdivision, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 9,
page 100, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee reference to which plat is made for a more
particular description of said lot.
BEING the same real property conveyed to Angela M. Thornton by deed
of record dated October 29, 2004
and recorded November 10,2004 in
Deed Book 659, page 955, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 313 Fairway Blvd,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 033K A 008.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Robert
J. Leader
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
313 Fairway Blvd, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Robert J. Leader,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and home-

stead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-112229
July 7, 14, 21, 2017
Fmn13413
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated September 28, 2001, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded October 3, 2001,
in Book No. T1325, at Page 157, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Jennifer L Townsley, conveying
certain property therein described to
PRLAP, Inc. as Trustee for Bank of
America, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for GSAMP Trust
2006-SEA1, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-SEA1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Deutsche
Bank National Trust Company, as
Trustee for GSAMP Trust 2006-SEA1,
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2006-SEA1, will, on August 3,
2017 on or about 11:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin in the
west margin of Swan Street, said
point being the southeast corner
of Lot No. 7 of the Frank Jones
Tract No. 2 Subdivision, a plat of

which appears of record in Plat Book
1 at page 194 in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee,
runs thence North 89 degrees 10
minutes West, with the south line
of Lot No. 7, 150 feet to an existing
iron pin at the southwest corner of
Lot No. 7; thence South 71.7 feet
to a point; thence South 85 degrees
00 minutes East 150 feet to a point
in the west margin of Swan Street;
thence North, with the west margin
of Swan Street, 69.5 feel to the point
of beginning. Being Lot No. 8 of the
Frank Jones Tract 2 Subdivision and
10 X 150 feet south of Lot Number
Eight (8).
ALSO KNOWN AS: 75 Swan Drive,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JENNIFER L TOWNSLEY
UNION PLANTERS BANK, NA
CAVALRY SPV I, LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322619
DATED July 7, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13423
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated August 29, 2008,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
3, 2008, in Book No. T1843, at Page
597, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Macon L Mathias, conveying
certain property therein described to A
Representative of Bill Buckner & Assoc.
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker Mortgage
Corp., its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana
Trust, not in its individual capacity
but solely in its capacity as Owner
Trustee of MATAWIN VENTURES TRUST
SERIES 2016-2.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana
Trust, not in its individual capacity but
solely in its capacity as Owner Trustee
of MATAWIN VENTURES TRUST SERIES
2016-2, will, on August 10, 2017 on
or about 11:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre- approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being real
estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Madison,
State of Tennessee, and is described
as follows: Beginning at a stake in
the East margin of Jones Street,
165 feet North of a point in the
North margin of Division Avenue,
extended, said point being 370 feet

East of the East margin of Russell
Road; and runs thence North 75 feet
to a stake; thence East 160 feet to
a stake; thence South 75 feet to
a stake; thence West 160 feet to
the point of beginning, and being
Lot No. 8 in the Subdivision of the
Frank Jones tract, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 1,
Page 191, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 90 Lynwood Drive,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MACON L MATHIAS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322974
DATED July 13, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13426
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated January 18, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded January 18, 2008,
in Book No. T1822, at Page 1214 and
re-recorded on January 18, 2008, in
Book No. T1822, at Page 1231, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Luz Marina Acero-Ardila, conveying
certain property therein described to
PRLAP, Inc. as Trustee for Bank of
America, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Ditech Financial, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Ditech Financial, LLC, will, on August 17, 2017 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Land lying and being in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows,
to-wit: BEING Lot Number Forty-four
(44), Section III of Garden Villa
Estates Subdivision, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat book 6 at
page 25 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee. (Legal
description revised pursuant to an
Attorney’s Affidavit to be filed).
ALSO KNOWN AS: 53 Harvest Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
Continued on Page 34
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an interest in the above- referenced
property:
LUZ MARINA ACERO-ARDILA
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 321700
DATED July 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13427
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 31, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded November 10, 2008,
in Book No. T1845, at Page 1383, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Thomas Richardson, conveying
certain property therein described to
Timothy E Wilson as Trustee for The
Bank of Jackson; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
September 28, 2017 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer
for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved by
the successor trustee. The sale is free
from all exemptions, which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 836, Wrights Mill subdivision,
Section VIII, as shown on plat of record in Plat Book 10, Page 466, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is made for a more particular description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 93 Mossy Oak
Trail, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
THOMAS RICHARDSON
DISCOVER BANK
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 320043
DATED July 18, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13433
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 19, 2010,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded January
21, 2010, in Book No. T1875, at Page
902, and modified on , In Book No.

T1963, At Page 1430 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Kimberly S.
Reid, conveying certain property therein
described to David
W. Kious as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Guaranty Trust Company,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on August 17, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at
the Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Described property located in
Madison County, Tennessee, more
particularly described as follows: Beginning at an existing iron pin in the
North margin of McGee Loop, said
point being the Southwest corner
of Lot Number 7 in Section I of
Hidden Valley Estates Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 4, Page 296, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence West with
the North margin of McGee Loop, 98
feet to the Southeast corner of Lot
Number 9; thence North with the East
line of Lot Number 9, 158.8 feet to
an existing iron pin; thence North
89 degrees 55 minutes East, 98
feet to an existing iron pin at the
Northwest corner of Lot Number 7;
thence South, with the West line of
Lot Number 7,158.9 feet to the point
of beginning. Being Lot Number 8 in
Section 1 of Hidden Valley Estates
Subdivision.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 58 Mcgee Loop,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
KIMBERLY S. REID
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 323175
DATED July 18, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13434
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 16, 2017 at 3:00PM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Ulysses Wilson,
to Charles R. Pettigrew, Trustee, as
trustee for First Franklin Financial
Corp., subsidiary of National City Bank
of Indiana on December 12, 2003 at
Book T1543, Page 632; and modified
by agreement recorded September
24, 2007 in Book T1812 Page 899;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. De-

fault has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
PNC Bank, National Association, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot 29 in Phases 1 and 2 of
Saddle Tree Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
8, page 225, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, reference to which plat is hereby made for
a more particular description of said
lot showing its location and the length
and direction of its boundary lines.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to Ulysses Wilson by deed of record
in Deed Book 647, page 632, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 175 Saddle Tree
Drive, Humboldt, Tennessee
38343
Parcel Number: 012B-C-029.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Ulysses
Wilson
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
175 Saddle Tree Drive, Humboldt,
Tennessee 38343, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate to
the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
First Franklin Financial Corp., sub.
of Nat. City Bank of Indiana; Radian
Services LLC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Ulysses Wilson,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be

entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 12-031759
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13436

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 29, 2006, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded July 11, 2006, in
Book No. 1286, at Page 388, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Paul
Stout and Valerie E Stout, conveying
certain property therein described to
FIRST NATIONAL FINANCIAL TITLE
SERVICES as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Taylor, Bean & Whitaker
Mortgage Corp., its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank National Association, as Trustee
for TBW Mortgage-Backed Trust Series
2006-4, TBW Mortgage Pass- Through
Certificates, Series 2006-4.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness
has been declared due and payable;
and that an agent of Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., as Successor
Trustee, by virtue of the power, duty,
and authority vested in and imposed
upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S.
Bank National Association, as Trustee
for TBW Mortgage-Backed Trust Series
2006-4, TBW Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-4, will, on
August 2, 2017 on or about 10:00
AM, at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 2, STOUT SUBDIVISION, as
shown by plat of record in Plat Cabinet H, Slide 216, Register’s Office for
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular legal description.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 30 Stout Cove,
Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
PAUL STOUT
VALERIE E STOUT
DELTA ROOFING, SIDING, SUPPLY CITY
OF COVINGTON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice

may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 301734
DATED June 30, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 7, 14, 21, 2017
Fmn13416
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 17, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Gary D. Schneider
and Laura Schneider, to Kathryn L. Harris, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Community Mortgage
Corporation on December 23, 2009
at Record Book 1463, Page 410; and
modified by agreement recorded May
29, 2013 in Book 1591 at Page 191;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Bank of America, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 5, Rolling Oaks Estates Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Cabinet 2, Slides 85 and 86,
now Plat Cabinet A, Slide 153, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
This being the same property conveyed to Grantor herein by Warranty
Deed recorded in Book 1463, Page
408, in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 172 Rolling Oaks Dr.,
Munford, Tennessee 38058
Parcel Number: 081C A 005.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Gary D.
Schneider, a married man
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
172 Rolling Oaks Dr., Munford, Tennessee 38058, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Gary D. Schneider and
Laura Schneider, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
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The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 13-051512
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13420
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 27, 2011, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded June 30, 2011, in
Book No. 1518, at Page 222, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Clint
M Rankhorn, conveying certain property
therein described to Monte S. Connell
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for American Mortgage Services, Inc.,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
August 3, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Real estate located in the Tenth Civil
District of Tipton County, Tennessee,
described as follows: Beginning at
an iron stake, the southeast corner
of the Spillmon Gooden 2.0 acre lot
of which survey is a part, said stake
being the Northeast corner of Ann
Lewis and in the West line of Robert
Maclin; thence with the North line of
Ann Lewis South 86 1/2 deg. West
206 feet to center of the St. Paul
gravel road, said line passing an iron
stake at 188 feet; thence with said

road North 3 deg. West 106 feet to
a stake the Northwest corner of lot
described; thence across the Gooden
lot, North 86 1/2 deg. East 206 feet
to an iron stake, the Northeast corner
of lot described, said stake being in
the West line of Robert Maclin, said
line passing an iron stake at 21 feet;
thence with the West line of Robert
Maclin South 3 deg. East 106 feet
to the beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 930 Saint Paul
Road, Mason, TN 38049
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CLINT M RANKHORN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322991
DATED July 7, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13422
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated August 12, 2002, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded August 14, 2002,
in Book No. 1016, at Page 651, in Office of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Tracy
L White and Jason W White, conveying
certain property therein described to
David R. Wilson as Trustee for Chase
Manhattan Mortgage Corporation; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
August 3, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 35, Forrest Hills Estates Subdivision, Section B, as recorded in
Plat Cabinet C, Slides 5 & 6 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot. This conveyance is subject to Subdivision Restrictions building lines easements
in Plat Cabinet C, Slides 5 & 6
in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 3859 Marshall
Road, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced

property:
TRACY L WHITE
JASON W WHITE
CORINTHIAN MORTGAGE CORPORATION
DBA SOUTHBANC MORTGAGE
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR
CORINTHIAN MORTGAGE CORPORATION
DBA SOUTHBANC MORTGAGE
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right is
reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 155696
DATED July 11, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
July 14, 21, 28, 2017
Fmn13424
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 17, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Valerie E. Stout and
Paul K. Stout, to First National Financial
Title Services, Trustee, as trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Taylor, Bean
& Whitaker Mortgage Corp. on August
15, 2006 at Record Book 1294, Page
747; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
All that certain lot or parcel of land
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a stake the intersection
of the north line of Sunset Avenue
with the west line of Andrews Street;
thence with Andrews Street north 12°
30 minutes east 163.3 feet to a stake
the southeast corner of Lot No. 30;
thence south 79° 10 minutes west
165 feet to a stake, the northeast
corner of Lot No. 22; thence south
10° 50 minutes east 150 feet to a
stake the southeast corner of Lot No.
22 in the north line of Sunset Avenue;
thence with Sunset Avenue north
79° 10 minutes east 100 feet to the
beginning, and being Lot No. 21 of
Watkins Northview Subdivision No. 3
as shown on plat recorded in Plat Book
1, Page 38 in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee.
BEING the same property conveyed
to VALERIE E. STOUT and husband,
PAUL K. STOUT by Warranty Deed
from LULA DEMETRA MASON, dated
May 23, 2005, recorded May 24,
2005, in Book 1206, Page 882,
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 306 Sunset Ave,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 018L A 006.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Valerie
E. Stout and Paul K. Stout
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
306 Sunset Ave, Covington, Tennessee
38019, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the

purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Valerie E. Stout and
Paul K. Stout, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-111053
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13428
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 17, 2017 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Anthony L. Pollina
and Jennifer L. Pollina, to Sherrell Armstrong, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for First Citizens National
Bank on February 24, 2010 at Record
Book 1468, Page 243, Instrument No.
135648; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle,
LLP, having been appointed Substitute
or Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:

Lot 185 Templeton Farms Subdivision, Phase 2, Section E as recorded
at Plat Cabinet H, Slide 512 of the
Tipton County Register’s Office to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said lot.
This conveyance is made subject
to subdivision restrictions at Book
1366, Page 422 and building lines
and easements of record at Plat
Cabinet H, Slide 512, and easement to Southwest Tennessee at
Book 1366, Page 857 of the said
Register’s Office.
Being the same property conveyed
to Grantor(s) herein at Book 1431,
Page 890 in the Tipton County Register’s Office.
Street Address: 458 Julia Ann Dr,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 128G A 18500
Current Owner(s) of Property: Anthony
L. Pollina and Jennifer L. Pollina
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
458 Julia Ann Dr, Atoka, Tennessee
38004, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
Bank of Bartlett.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Anthony L. Pollina and
Jennifer L. Pollina, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
Continued on Page 36

www.thememphisnews.com
www.thememphisnews.com

30 January 30-February 5, 2015
36 July 21 - 27, 2017

public notices
Foreclosure Notices

Court Notices

Continued from Page 35
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-112437
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 2017Fmn13429

Fayette County
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
In the Chancery Court of Fayette
County, Tennessee.
No. P1494
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JIM
THOMAS JONES, DECEASED
MAMIE JONES, Plaintiff
vs.
Shirley A. Jones
Brenda K. Williams
Juanita Jones Randall
Dyenthia J. Holmes (Hill)
Betty M. Burchette

redbirds continued from P30

operations, tried to explain the Cardinals’ position to another Post-Dispatch
reporter.
“The nuances of trying to determine
how we think about improvement between now and July 31st still seems a bit
unclear because of our inconsistencies,”
Mozeliak said, sounding rather like a nervous political candidate.
“On any given night you could argue
something and it would probably make
perfect sense,” he continued. “In other
words, let’s go out and add an eighthor ninth-inning pitcher. Is that going
to change our trajectory by the end of
September? It could. But it could arguably not.”
And he’s right. Because while several
Redbirds have come up and provided a
boost at times – who saw shortstop Paul

Jacqueline Harris
Sonya Harris
Carl E. Jones
Calvin Harris
Sam Jones
Alfred T. Jones
Victor Harris
Keith Harris
Marlon Fleming
Nicholas Randall
Willie Randall
Marcus Randall
It appearing to the Court based
on the COMPLAINT FOR PARTITION
as filed by the Plaintiff, Mamie Jones,
that notice should be given to all the
unknown heirs of the Decedent.
IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED
ADUDGED AND DECREED that notice

DeJong’s power surge coming? – the established players who were supposed to
carry the team this season mostly have
failed.
Free agent Dexter Fowler wasn’t just
supposed to be a defensive upgrade in
center field but the ideal leadoff man. He
hasn’t clicked there and out of desperation manager Mike Matheny has hit him
third; he’s never been a legitimate No. 3
hitter.
Jedd Gyorko continues to hit cleanup
because he’s the best option there, but he
started the season with a. 238 career batting average. On a good team, he provides
thunder lower in the order. On a – here’s
that word again – mediocre team he has to
hit in the middle of the order. His current
.293 batting average is a pleasant surprise,
but don’t expect it to hold.
Outfielders Stephen Piscotty and
Randal Grichuk have been disappoint-

Empower the Future

shall be published in the Daily News
newspaper in Memphis, Tennessee
advising that Mamie Jones, surviving
spouse of Jim Thomas Jones, has filed
a COMPLAINT FOR PARTITION. Notice
shall be given in the Daily News to
Shirley A. Jones, Brenda K. Williams,
Juanita Jones Randall, Dyenthia J.
Holmes (Hill), Betty M. Burchette,
Jacqueline Harris, Sonya Harris, Carl
E. Jones, Calvin Harris, Sam Jones,
Alfred T. Jones, Victor Harris, Keith Harris, Marlon Fleming, Nicholas Randall,
Willie Randall, and Marcus Randall (collectively referred to as “Defendants”),
and all persons claiming to be an heir
or next of kin of the Defendants in
that they will be required to set forth
the nature of their kinship, and file an

ments instead of emerging mainstays, and
infielder Matt Carpenter is with Fowler
hitting below .250.
The bright spot: Former Redbirds
outfielder Tommy Pham, who should be
playing every day but sometimes has had
to sit to allow Fowler in the lineup. Big
contract and all that.
Matheny is likely to turn to former
closer Trevor Rosenthal, who has looked
very good of late, to reassume that role
but he has had enough struggles in recent
times for that move to feel like wishful
thinking as much as evidence-based
thinking.
Truth is, addressing the bullpen won’t
matter unless the Cardinals get a true
middle-of-the-order threat in the lineup
and play better defense and fundamental
baseball than they have to this point in
the season. If Mozeliak elects to swing big
in a deal for a bat, then Kelly, Redbirds

TM

Dreams are worth the investment.
It’s hard to place a value on a dream, but helping a young person succeed is an investment that
will pay dividends for generations to come. By becoming a Junior Achievement volunteer,
you can empower young people to own their economic success by sharing your experience
and JA’s proven and engaging curriculum. Our volunteer-delivered, K-12 programs foster
workforce readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy skills. Help us inspire kids to
dream big and reach their potential. Contact us at 901.366.7800 or visit www.jamemphis.org.

answer to said petition within thirty
days of the date of this first publication
of this order.
IT IS FURTHER, ORDERED that a
copy of this order be published for four
consecutive weeks in The Jackson Sun
or other Fayette County Foundation.
This 29th day of June, 2017.
Martha B. Brasfield
Judge
Dated: June 29, 2017
Vip D. Lewis, Clerk, Deputy Clerk
Chasity Sharp Grice
Peppel, Gomes & MacIntosh, P.C.
474 Perkins Extended
Suite 205
Memphis, TN 38117
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 11, 2017
Cmd13430

outfielder Harrison Bader, Diaz or DeJong
and multiple pitching prospects could all
be leaving to make it happen.
So, just how much have things changed
since right before the season when the
Cardinals came to AutoZone Park to play
the exhibition game with the Redbirds?
Fowler was in the leadoff spot, Carpenter was hitting third and Jhonny Peralta, since discarded, was batting fourth,
and Aledmys Diaz was coming off an AllStar rookie year at shortstop; he got sent
back to Memphis this summer.
Almost four months ago as Mozeliak
sat in the first-base dugout and addressed
the media in Memphis pre-game, he
looked around and said, “Beautiful ballpark. Perfect night for baseball.”
In the months that have followed,
there have been many more perfect nights
just like that at AutoZone Park.
At Busch Stadium, not so much.
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Church Health will host a Saturday Morning Unwind Session on
July 22 at 9:30 a.m. in its meditation chapel at Crosstown Concourse,
1350 Concourse Ave. Unwind and refocus with mindfulness expert
Greg Graber. Free and open to the public. Visit churchhealth.org/
events for details.
The Metal Museum will hold an opening
reception and gallery talk for L. Brent
Kington’s “With Love, From Brent” exhibition Sunday, July 23 from noon to 2 p.m.
at 374 Metal Museum Drive. The exhibition
features jewelry created as gifts for close
family members. Visit metalmuseum.org.

a tour around the world with wines from
some of the hottest (and coolest) vacation
spots. Tickets are $30 for members and
$45 for nonmembers. Visit memphisbotanicgarden.com/winetastings for details.

The African Jazz Ensemble will wrap up
Stax Museum’s Live in Studio A summer
concert series Tuesday, July 25, from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. at 926 E. McLemore Ave.
The concert is free for Shelby County residents (who get free museum admission
with ID on Tuesday afternoons), and free
with paid admission for out-of-towners.
Visit staxmuseum.com.

Twilight Tuesday, Beale Street Landing’s
free outdoor movie series, wraps up with
a screening of “The Karate Kid” (original
version) Tuesday, July 25, at 8:30 p.m. on
the landing, 251 Riverside Drive. Bring a
blanket or lawn chair and grab a spot on
the landing’s sloping rooftop, with movies projected on a 24-foot screen at the
bottom. Visit downtownmemphis.com
for details.

Memphis Botanic Garden continues its
2017 Vine to Wine wine-tasting series
with “It’s Wine-Thirty Somewhere!” Tuesday, July 25, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at MBG,
750 Cherry Road. Take your tastebuds on

Memphis Black Arts Alliance will present
“Annie: The Musical” Thursday through
Saturday, July 27-29, at the Kroc Center,
800 East Parkway S. Visit mbaafirehouse.
org for details and tickets.
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This week in Memphis history:

2003: Hurricane Elvis, a storm featuring straight line winds that damages more than 300,000 homes and cuts power to 750,000 households in
Memphis. Seven people die as a direct or indirect result of the storm, and
property damage is estimated at more than $500 million. Approximately
1,000 utility poles are snapped in the storm that clocks a top wind speed of
102 mph Downtown. Three-fourths of the traffic signals in Shelby County are
out or malfunctioning and the Northwest Airlines hub at Memphis International Airport closes.
Source: Shelby County Office of Preparedness

1937: On the front page of The Daily News, three Wild West shows are
booked for the upcoming Mid-South Fair. They are the Matt Hinkle Rodeo,
George Adams Rodeo and Graham’s Western Riders. The fair prizes for the
rodeo include $500 for grand champion cowboy, $200 for champion bronc
rider and $100 champion steer rider as well as champion steer wrestler. The
George Adams rodeo features exhibitions by women – or “cowgirls” – and
Graham’s featured “juvenile riders.”

1862: Union General William T. Sherman enters

(wikipedia.org)

Memphis, which becomes the headquarters of the
U.S. Army’s Fifth Division.
Later in his memoirs, Sherman writes: “I found the
place dead; no business doing, the stores closed,
churches, schools and every thing shut up. The
people were all more or less in sympathy with our
enemies, and there was a strong prospect that the
whole civil population would become a dead weight
in our hands. Inasmuch as the Mississippi River was then in our possession
northward and steamboats were freely plying with passengers and freight,
I caused all the stores to be opened, churches, schools, theatres and places
of amusement, to be re-established and very soon Memphis resumed its
appearance of an active, busy, prosperous place.”
Source: “Memoirs of General William T. Sherman”
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ACROSS
1 Knock, with "at" 14
15
16
6 Inclined
18
19
9 Color of honey 17
14 Pigeonhole
20
21
22
15 Go a-courting
16 Soothing stuff
23
24
25
26
17 Fine-grained
27
28
29
30
abrasive
18 Sure to work
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
20 Bob of Grateful
38
39
40
Dead fame
21 Concealing
41
42
43
Muslim dress
44
45
46
47
22 One-liner, e.g.
23 Cordage fiber
51
48
49
50
25 Chemical
compound
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
27 Brawl
59
60
61
29 Blood bank
visitor
62
63
64
31 Bolt
65
66
67
32 Add pep to,
with "up"
Copyright 2017 by The Puzzle Syndicate
34 Food from the
sky
2 Amounted (to)
37 Bet
49 Violent spasm
38 Occasionally
3 Gesture of
39 Charles Lamb,
50 Send
41 Fliers in V's
deference
notably
51 Do a host's job
42 Approval
4 Containing iron
40 Appropriate
54 Cat sound
43 Camp sack
5 Wing it?
45 Atlantic Coast
55 Masseur's
44 Scornful look
6 Atrocious
states, with
target
46 Break up a team
7 1965 film, "____
"the"
57 Horse feed
48 Geologic layers
Little Rich Girl"
47 Carrey/Cooper
58 The hunted
51 Putting surface
8 Made off with
film of 2008
60 Messy place
52 Word starting
9 Egyptian snake
48 Kind of pad
61 Hot spot
and ending a
10 Mint family herb
'69 Jane Fonda 11 Mature, in a
movie title
way
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
53 Like some
12 Arouse
T H U S
S C R A P
T A L C
cheddar
13 Allude (to)
R O T E
P O O C H
W O O L
56 Diana's com19 Stretched out
I O T A
A C U T E
I N F O
mand in a 1977
21 It holds water
C
H
E
S
S
M
A
N
N
I
N
E T Y
song title
24 Most important
D R O S S
K A R A T
59 Military truce
26 Person of
L E A F
A M M E T E R
61 Sling mud at
importance
S U S T E N A N C E
T A X I
62 Slightly wet
27 Marsh hopper
O P T
R E M A I N S
R I P
63 Seashell seller
28 Ancient alphaF
O
U
L
M
I
G
N
O
N
E
T T E
64 Sticky stuff
betic character
G N A T
A N D I R O N
65 Trifling
29 Oust from the
T I M E R
R E A C T
66 Ready-go link
ABA
U N D E R T O W
L E G U M E
67 Jittery
30 Just
of 7/24/17
T E N O R
N O S E
O D -O7/30/17
R
33Week
Bud holder
E R O D E
A N T E
A G O G
DOWN
35 Court plea
R E N E W
L E S T
1 Boatload
36 Breakfast area D E F Y

Sudoku
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Difficulty: Medium

9 3
1 7 2
8
6
6
2
6
9
5 1
2
1 4 7
5
8 2
3
9

7

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:

9
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For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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Take Riverfront Plan
From Concept to Action

T

he riverfront concept plan
now in the hands of the
Mayor’s Riverfront Task
Force is easy to be cynical
about if you have even a
casual acquaintance with the dozen or
more riverfront studies the city and others have conducted since 1980.
But for a moment, put down the renderings and go to the Memphis riverfront
to expand your idea of what it really is.
It is the heart of the city’s entire western
border, six miles of riverfront between
Mud Island’s north end where the Wolf
River meets the Mississippi River and
Martin Luther King Riverside Park.
And none of this is blank slate. There
were already discussions – at times
dense, technical, tedious discussions –
and in some cases specific plans for Mud
Island River Park, a second convention
center hotel, Tom Lee Park, Riverside
Drive and The Cobblestones.
Great ideas are already underway
or being discussed up and down the
riverfront. This plan, at its best, helps
link those ideas together and fill in many
gaps with simple, common sense, doable ideas.
What seems most important now,
though, is to take action. Funding must
be found. And a plan – even a series
of plans for all the various parts of the
riverfront that are identified and linked
together in this one proposal – must be
executed.
In other words, one of the greatest
assets of this city – its riverfront – must
finally be set on a path to realize its full
potential.
Enough studies. Enough concept

plans. Enough task forces.
It is time to act.
None of which is a criticism of this
new study, which thankfully capitalized
on good studies and plans and discussions from the past, and which is, in most
aspects, no more or less ambitious than
some of the most impressive, important
and transformational projects already
completed or underway here, including
Shelby Farms Park and the Wolf River
Greenway.
Many groups will play a role in
transforming the riverfront, including
the Riverfront Development Corp., the
Downtown Memphis Commission,
Memphis In May, and more.
But it is time for the people at the
top – namely the mayor and Memphis
City Council – to compel these groups
and city government to act wisely and
efficiently, including improving a part of
the riverfront that has been overlooked
in too many of the past studies and discussions.
The significant anchor at the south
end of this plan is Martin Luther King
Riverside Park. Its 380 acres is a landmass
that could be the biggest catalyst of the
undertaking.
It’s time for a stronger residential
foothold in this part of South Memphis
where Memphians have built strong,
longstanding communities against the
odds of longstanding indifference and
neglect. MLK Riverside Park is not only
the southern anchor of a Riverwalk that
extends into Downtown, it is a catalyst
for the potential of what lies south, where
the river also runs.

Our Whiskey
DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

GOOD WHISKEY ISN’T DRUNK. IT’S
REMEMBERED.
Good whiskey and good stories age well.
I wrote that a while back when I was
hired to write a bit about whiskey. I thought
about all of that on the porch looking at
the night over a bit of whiskey with the
dog. I was drinking whiskey; the dog was
just looking at the night. We both liked the
moment.

Whiskey is like friendship. It doesn’t
happen overnight.
Whiskey is like marriage. If you rush
into it, it’s likely to leave a bad taste behind.
Whiskey is like making love. Slow and
steady makes the end worth waiting for.
Whiskey is returning to Memphis, and
the family bringing it home is one of our
oldest, the one that brought it here in the
first place in 1866.
The Canales are bringing Old Dominick
back.
The Canales’ history, and ours, will be
in every ounce. There’ll be a little water
from the Bay of Poets in Italy and some
from artesian wells in the Memphis Sand.
There’s fruit in there from Domenico’s
street pushcart, a pinch of Peter’s confectioner’s sugar, barrels of beer, something
from every aisle of a grocery store, and
fabled bourbon from Kentucky, fabled

guest op-ed: Hardy Farrow

Memphis 3.0? Let’s Think
More About Memphis 10.0
Lately I’ve been asking myself a question, “What would it take for Memphis to
reduce poverty by 50 percent in the next
15 years?” Furthermore, “What would it
take for Memphis to be the size of New
York in 50 years?”
We often think about city-building as
a way to shore up our gaps-skilled workforce, less crime, better housing. While
these initiatives make a city better, they
don’t transform a city. They are BandAids in a system that needs a new vision.
Transformation happens through
the building of wealth and income. Cities
are fundamentally changed by the small
businesses that grow within them and the
Fortune 500 companies that start there
(see FedEx, Holiday Inn, AutoZone).
While Memphis often focuses on how
to intervene to make existing businesses
better or how to attract new businesses,
we rarely ponder how to dramatically
create a different landscape for wealth
through cultivating the people who live
here. How can we create such a different
landscape that the interventions for education, crime, and housing are no longer
needed?
As a high school teacher, I witnessed
firsthand the effects of lack of wealth on
students’ access to transportation, Wi-Fi
and food. They were factors beyond my
control as a teacher, no matter how well I
was trained. I decided to start Let’s Innovate through Education because I wanted
students of color by the age of 25 to have

the same odds at launching and scaling a
business as an affluent, white male who
grew up in East Memphis.
Over the past four years, we’ve had
over 2,000 students go through our program and we have picked 150 students
to intensively work with for eight years.
Our hope is that these students can create
transformative ideas that close the racial
wealth gap in Memphis.
While I’ve been happy with the
Memphis 3.0 vision, I want to challenge
people to think about what Memphis 10.0
looks like.
As a 27-year-old, I think about how
can we build a Memphis that looks like
New York while still retaining the barbecue, music and Grizzlies flavor that we all
know and love. How can we build a city
that has a wealth dynamic that is truly
reflective of the population (where people
of color have the same access to resources
because they possess wealth at the same
level as white families)? My theory is that
it starts with multiyear interventions that
grow the capacity of African-American/
Latinx entrepreneurs through experience,
capital and networks. Let’s challenge
what we think is possible by leveraging
what truly makes Memphis awesome:
the people.

whiskey from Tennessee, and the skill to
make both and understand the difference.
There are generations and generations.
There are Canale lawyers and judges, football stars and civic leaders, icons and Con
Canale’s iconic ham sandwiches, wars and
recovery, bottles broken in prohibition and
filled in hope.
Even the first bottle – opened in a few
years that will come from barrels being
filled today on Front Street – is aged 151
years.
Good whiskey is truth. Anything else is
hard to swallow.
We won’t know for a while just how
good the new Old Dominick will be, but it
couldn’t be better that it’s being made right
here. While we don’t know if it’ll be worth
drinking. and even if you don’t drink at all,
what it will be worth to our city psyche to
turn an old building into a new distillery to
give an old Memphis brand new life Downtown could buy rounds for everybody.
Good whiskey takes the time to be worth
yours.
The distillery looks like it’s been there

forever but it’s brand-new. The distinctive
neon sign and strutting rooster on the roof
are proud reminders that a brand that
hasn’t crowed in almost 100 years is back
in style. Beneath the rooster, Old Dominick
is crafting Tennessee Whiskey, High Rye
Bourbon and Wheat Whiskey, and a couple
of vodkas, and resurrecting the Memphis
Toddy from their family recipe.
Folks swear by bourbon whiskey, born
and raised in Kentucky and made only
in America from sour mash, aged in oak.
Tennessee whiskey, born and made only
in Tennessee from sour mash, aged in oak,
and maple charcoal-filtered has a sweeter
disposition and a warmer personality, some
folks argue.
We have just the place to have a drink
and settle the argument.
I’m a Memphian, and Memphis is getting a shot.

Hardy Farrow is the executive director
of Let’s Innovate through Education and
a member of the Forbes 30 under 30 in
Education.

Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Are home prices rising in
your neighborhood?

In 2016 Shelby County
recorded the highest
average home sales
price on record.

Our exclusive Neighborhood Profile Report provides an overview of your subdivision with
home sales activity for the past three years including current, year-to-date figures.
Review changes in home sales values, examine foreclosure activity and monitor recent sales
activity. Your home is your largest investment, be sure you’re protecting it.
Download your report and review sample reports at www.mychandlerreports.com or call
901-528-5273 for more information.
Chandler Reports has been providing premium, unbiased real estate data in Memphis and Shelby County for over 45 years.
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SEMINAR SERIES
NEWSMAKERS: STARTUPS
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17th
3:30 PM @ Memphis Brooks Museum
Wine & cheese reception to follow
#MEMstartup

Panelist

Jessica Buffington
CEO & CO-FOUNDER
FrontDoor

Panelist

Andre Fowlkes
PRESIDENT
StartCo.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Scott Vogel
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Regional One Health
Center for Innovation

Panelist

Susan Akil Ewing
MARKETING STRATEGIST

PRESENTED BY THE DAILY
NEWS PUBLISHING CO.

SPONSORED BY:

SEATING IS LIMITED – REGISTER ONLINE NOW
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