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Bain Capital Buying
Varsity Brands for $2.5B
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Women & Business

Memphis-based Varsity Brands Inc. is
being purchased by Bain Capital Private
Equity in a deal Varsity says will help it
"accelerate our growth to the next level."
Varsity did not disclose terms of the
transaction Tuesday, June 19, but CNBC,
which first reported the news says the
deal is reportedly worth about $2.5 billion.
Bain is purchasing Varsity from
private equity firm Charlesbank Capital
Partners and funds managed or advised
by Partners Group, a global private markets investment management firm, which
have owned the company since 2014.
Varsity Brands CEO Adam Blumenfeld will continue to lead the company,
which consists of three divisions: BSN
Sports, the largest team sports equipment and apparel distributor in the
United States; Varsity Spirit, which produces cheerleading uniforms and holds
educational camps, clinics and competitions; and Herff Jones, a leading provider
of graduation and educational products
and services.
"Bain Capital’s extensive consumer
and technology experience and their
commitment to our mission of empowering young people will help us accelerate
our growth to a new level," Blumenfeld
said in a statement.
Bain's experience in the consumer/retail sector include investments in Canada
Goose, Toms Shoes, Blue Nile, BRP,
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Trustmark has been a true financial partner for countless
businesses throughout the South for over 127 years. With
a team of experienced professionals and diverse product and
service offerings designed to meet a variety of financial needs,
Trustmark can give you the power to achieve your goals and
operate your business with confidence. Call or visit us today
to learn more. People you Trust. Advice that works.

trustmark.com

Member FDIC
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Daymon Worldwide, Bright Horizons,
Burlington Stores and Sundial Brands.
Ryan Cotton, a managing director at
Bain Capital, said the deal would amplify
Varsity's ecommerce operations and digital expansion while also accelerating its
growth through acquisitions and organic
initiatives.
The transaction is expected to close
during the third quarter, pending regulatory approvals and other closing conditions.
– Bill Dries

St. Jude Tops List Of
Gen Z ‘Dream Employers’
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
is the No. 1 dream employer among
high-achieving high school and college
students, taking the spot from Google,
according to the National Society of High
School Scholars’ 2018 Career Interest
Survey.
The survey, which is the 11th of its
kind, reflects a higher level of interest
in health care, versus the technology
focus seen in previous years. Joining St.
Jude are other highly regarded health
care organizations, including Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta (No. 9), Health
Care Service Corporation (10), Mayo
Clinic (13) and Atlantic Health Systems
(22). The top 25 also included a “local
hospital” catch-all coming in at No. 3.
Newcomers to the list included NASA
(12) and SpaceX (18).
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Chick-fil-A (24) was also new to the
top 25, making it Generation Z’s first
choice among food establishments.
Entertainment companies like Walt
Disney Co. (6), BuzzFeed (8), Netflix
(14), DreamWorks Animation SKG (17),
Universal Studios (20) and the New York
Times (21), all remained in the 2018 top
25.
NSHSS is an academic honor society
for high-achieving students that offers
member-exclusive scholarships and connects outstanding scholars with colleges
and universities around the globe. All
survey respondents are NSHSS members, and all are part of Generation Z and
millennials. The survey was performed
during the spring of 2018 and represents
the voices of more than 16,000 high
school and college-aged individuals.
– Don Wade

Bank of Bartlett Merging
Germantown Branches
Bank of Bartlett has announced it will
consolidate its two neighboring Germantown operations in a singular “enhanced”
location at the corner of Poplar Avenue
and Kirby Parkway.
Effective Oct. 31, the Village Square
shopping center branch will merge into
the existing Poplar and Kirby branch less
than two miles to the west.
As the latter branch is located in
Germantown’s Smart Growth sector,
which allows building heights up to eight
stories, Bank of Bartlett indicated the
potential for vertical expansion and the
proximity the TraVure building, which is
home to MAA’s national headquarters, as
two reasons behind the decision.
“In the Poplar and Kirby branch,
Bank of Bartlett owns what many consider to be the premier location in the
Germantown and metro area,” Bank of
Bartlett president Harold Byrd said in
a statement. “This consolidation allows
us to grow smarter. It allows us to focus
on stable growth in this area and, what is
most important, investing in our customers through offering highly competitive
rates and unmatched service.”
In addition to combining of their two
Germantown branches, Bank of Bartlett
has also added a new business banking
officer, and a mortgage hub with an additional originator and processor on staff,
said Byrd went on to say.
Over the last year, Bank of Bartlett
has been investing in the Poplar/Kirby
branch to prepare for the consolidation
by adding more staff to minimize wait
times for customers, improvements to
the space, upgrades to the teller row, and
new lighting and exterior enhancements.
Currently, Bank of Bartlett’s footprint
includes eight area branches and 85
ATMs in Memphis-area Walgreens. The
bank indicated it is looking to further
expand its footprint into the Arlington
and Midtown areas.
– Patrick Lantrip

Lake District Selects
Homebuilding Team

After months of vetting, the developers of the Lake District have announced
the massive mixed-use project’s residen-

tial development team, which consists
of exclusive builder Keith Allen of The
Walker-Collinsworth Co., broker Billy
Rodgers of Crye-Leike Real Estate Brokerage, and lead architect Looney Ricks
Kiss.
Residents will select from a wide variety of home styles, ranging from 19thcentury Tudor style to contemporary/
modern homes with expansive windows
and clean lines, developer Yehuda Netanel said in statement.
Lake District director of development
Maggie Gallagher said home prices will
start in the upper $300,000 range and
will be built to individual specifications.
Interested parties will be able to
contact Rodgers about housing inquiries
Aug.1.
“I have a deep connection with Lakeland, I love the community and am honored to serve on the board of directors for
the Lakeland Chamber of Commerce,”
Rodgers said in a statement. “The Lake
District will be a crown jewel of Lakeland
and the greater Memphis community, I
eagerly look forward to helping future
residents own the home of their dreams.”
– Patrick Lantrip

Nicholls Becomes CFO
At International Paper
Longtime International Paper executive Tim Nicholls is the Memphis-based
company’s new chief financial officer, the
company announced Wednesday, June
20.
Nicholls, who has been senior vice
president of industrial packaging for the
Americas since November 2014, succeeds
Glenn R. Landau as CFO. Landau is leaving the company for personal reasons,
according to the IP statement.
Jean-Michel Ribieras takes Nicholls
position, coming from being senior vice
president of Global Cellulose Fibers.
And Catherine Slater takes the position Ribieras had, coming to that job
from being a senior vice president.

lates to the ability to borrow money at a
lower rate or cost, is confirmation that
his administration’s emphasis on core
services is working.
The city uses bonds to finance most
of its large capital projects, paying off the
debt over 20 to 30 years in most cases.
“Our increasingly positive financial
situation is an indicator that we’re doing
things the right way at City Hall: being
efficient with spending, prioritizing
core services, being frank about our
challenges, and working together to find
solutions,” Strickland said.
– Bill Dries

U of M, FedEx Partner On
IT Command Center
FedEx and UMRF Ventures, a wholly
owned subsidiary of the University of
Memphis Research Foundation, have
partnered to open a student-operated IT
Command Center at the FedEx Institute
of Technology on campus in an effort to
grow the regional data analytics workforce.
Forty-five graduate students have
been hired to work with FedEx IT employees to use advanced software technologies to analyze, inspect, troubleshoot
and interpret operational and network
performance data on a real-time basis.
“We are very thankful for FedEx’s
continued overwhelming support
and presence on our campuses,” U of

M president M. David Rudd said in a
statement. “The FedEx IT Command
Center provides another wonderful
venue for our graduate students to not
only gain valuable work experience
but to earn wages to help make college
more affordable.”
The new IT Command Center will
open Wednesday, June 20, and will operate seven days a week.
– Patrick Lantrip

Federal Grant to Aid
SCS Head Start Program
Shelby County Schools is getting an
$11.6 million grant from the federal Department of Health and Human Services
for the development of the Shelby County
Head Start program, U.S. Rep. Steve
Cohen announced.
The Head Start program currently
serves 20,000 children and families in
Tennessee a year.
Cohen also announced two grants to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
totaling $1.1 million.
A $721,656 grant from the National
Institute of Allergy and Infections will
fund research on the interactions between cell receptors and proteins.
A $392,656 grant from the National
Institute of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke is for research on cell adhesion in
neuron migration.
– Bill Dries

– Bill Dries

Fitch Upgrades Memphis’
Bond Rating to AA
The city’s bond rating has been upgraded by Fitch Ratings to AA, Memphis
Mayor Jim Strickland said Wednesday,
June 20.
The city’s rating had been AA-.
Fitch upgraded the bond rating just
past the end of the city’s budget season
with city council passage of a $685 million operating budget and an adjusted
city property tax rate of $3.19 – all of
which takes effect with the start of the
fiscal year July 1.
The Fitch report cites “the city’s
continued operational stability while
continuing on its track to fully fund actuarially determined pension requirements
by fiscal 2020.”
Fitch also said increasing home values
and the city’s financial reserves as well as
announcements of expansions by FedEx
Corp. and St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital – each at dollar amounts over $1
billion – were factors.
In a written statement, Strickland
said the higher bond rating, which trans-
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that focused on how empty the airport is.
“The article was correct in a different
bdries@memphisdailynews.com
time. It was correct five years ago. It’s certainly not correct today,” he said. “What’s
Five years after Delta Air Lines de- ironic is the day that they were there we had
hubbed Memphis International Airport, the already closed the B (concourse). … On the
airport’s transition to most of its customers A concourse Delta had flights all going at
being origin and destination passengers has the same time. Passengers were lined up
not only in the A all the way up across the
had mixed results in other ways.
There are about 75 flights a day at MEM, connector to the B checkpoint. The picture
compared to more than 300 flights at the they showed was taken at the one gate …
height of its time as a Delta hub – with most that wasn’t very active.”
The airport is preparing to break ground
of the hub flights being connecting flights.
The math around what that means to consolidate the A and C concourses into
in passengers is tricky, because as Delta a B concourse that Brockman and airport
was cutting flights at Memphis on the way planners refer to as “Main Street” or “the
spine.”
to dehubbing in 2013,
A and C won’t be desmaller aircraft were bemolished. They will go
ing phased out in favor of
into a “soft mothballing,”
larger jets.
which will leave the air“Those 75 flights toport flexible for whatever
day … if you were to take
the future may bring.
that same number of
The airport authorflights with the number
ity originally wanted to
of seats we have today
build out all 42 gates on
and put it into the schedB at once. But when the
ule we had when had a
authority consulted with
hub that would be about
the air carriers at MEM,
the equivalent of 125
the idea was vetoed beflights,” Memphis-Shelby
cause of uncertainty
County Airport Authorabout what’s next for the
ity president and CEO
SCOTT BROCKMAN
airline industry.
Scott Brockman said on
The consolidation
the WKNO-TV program
into the B concourse will
“Behind The Headlines.”
be 23 gates, up to but not
“Most of our service
was on aircraft that were 50 seats or less,” he including the western leg of that, which is a
said. “Now we have a lot of mainline jets.” second phase of an additional 18 to 19 gates
Also, fares that were perennially high depending on the size of the gates.
The project, which will include higher
- going back to the days of the Northwest
Airlines hub that became the Delta hub ceilings, a broader concourse and more
when Delta bought Northwest - are lower natural light, has a total cost of $214 million.
Brockman said the B concourse could
because of an increase in origin and destisee a return to the passenger count of the
nation traffic.
“There were dis-incentivizing factors days of the Delta hub.
“I honestly believe that the B concourse
that were involved in it. The airfares were
really high,” Brockman added. “The trade- will easily get us … back to the numbers
off for those 91 nonstop destinations was we had when the hub was truly rocking
high airfares. But you didn’t have to stop. and rolling – which was about 6 million
… so that really kept the local people from enplanements – 12 million passengers,” he
said. “Then along the way we decide what
wanting to fly very often.”
Those passengers often may not have happens to A and C. And we are talking to a
known what airport or city they were in number of different carriers. The challenge
since they were making a connecting flight I have right now is with only building out
those two sections of B – we only have six
on their way somewhere else.
“Most of those planes came in, unload- vacant gates. So let’s say we add some other
ed, reloaded and were gone in an hour. So carriers. We’re really running out of gates.”
Meanwhile, Brockman believes the conit was a very quick operation,” Brockman
said, citing the need for concessionaires solidation of airlines that he views as “great
that could serve a mass of people that came for the airlines, not so great for passengers”
is almost done.
and went quickly.
“From the standpoint of Memphis, we
“The terminal would go from very inactive to all of a sudden having 70 flights still have growth that we can do. There
on the ground, 80 flights on ground – all are still markets we will get and add to our
emptying into this mass chaos of people,” system,” he said. “I think there is an opporhe said. “And then everyone would get back tunity for us to look and capture back that
in line again with very narrow corridors. … 300- to 500-mile range of flights that used
very few of them knew really what airport to be so well served by Northwest.”
"Behind the Headlines," hosted by Eric
they were in.”
That has changed, although Brockman Barnes, publisher of The Daily News, can be
says the airport still has bursts of passen- seen on The Daily News Video page, video.
gers despite a recent New York Times article memphisdailynews.com.

BILL DRIES

HOUSTON COFIELD

Weekly features, spot news
hcofield@memphisdailynews.com

To reach our editorial department, e-mail:
editorial@thememphisnews.com or call: 901.523.1561

The Daily News is supportive, including in some case
being on the boards of, the following organizations:
Literacy Mid-South, Grace St. Luke's Episcopal School,
Wolf River Conservancy, Ronald McDonald House, Great
Outdoors University, Tennessee Wildlife Federation,
Temple Israel, St. Jude's, St George's Independent
Schools, Shelby Residential & Vocational Svcs, Shelby
Farms Park, Calvary & The Arts, Bridges, Boys & Girls
Club of Greater Memphis, Binghampton Development
Corporation, U of M Journalism Dept., Chickasaw Council
Boy Scouts, Memphis Leadership Foundation, Junior
Achievement, Overton Park Conservancy, The Cotton
Museum and WKNO.
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BEALE STREET

Security Consultant Experiments
With Beale Street Weekend Crowds
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Beale Street will be trying out new
security measures this month as a task
force reviewing the entertainment district
continues to work on a better plan for the
spring and summer weekend peak nights.
The new measures being tested will
start this Friday and Saturday. They will
include a different queueing system at
the Second Street checkpoint to enter the
district weekends after 10 p.m. up to the
Labor Day weekend.
Beale Street no longer charges a cover
fee to enter the district on Saturday nights
after 10 during the spring and summer.
The Memphis City Council voted to
ban any cover charge. But the district, run
for the city by the Downtown Memphis
Commission, still maintains five checkpoints with private security staffers who
use hand-held metal detectors to check
for weapons.
“We’re going to do some tests on some
of the suggestions that the consultant is
making,” council and Beale Street task
force chairman Berlin Boyd said this week.
The consultant, Event Risk Management Solutions, was hired by the task
force and paid for using Beale Street cover
charges the council took control of when
it cut the $10 cover charge to $5 and then
eliminated entirely.
ERMS principal Peter Ashwin is recommending a cover charge during the
peak.
A report by ERMS presented to the
task force in May has 38 preliminary
recommendations including “identify
opportunities to deliver a financially sustainable safety and security budget for
Beale Street.”
The report also recommends that
Memphis Police and private security
interact more with patrons using “proactive interaction … to reduce the potential
of opportunity of offenders who wish to
engage in harmful anti-social behaviors.”
It also recommends that some police be
moved “to support other strategic policing objectives for the city of Memphis.”
Ashwin’s recommendations are preliminary.
Some Beale Street merchants felt the
cover charge was necessary to guarantee
safety in the district. Others disagreed,
saying the fee kept away people who
simply wanted to walk the historic street.
Some council members said the cover
charge was racially discriminatory by being aimed at black patrons on Saturday
nights. A federal court lawsuit to that effect was dismissed when the cover charge
was eliminated.
Boyd expects there will be more discussion on the cover charge and said his
goal is “a good solution that will satisfy

The security consultant hired by a city task force wants to test some ideas as it comes up with recommendations on how many
is too many when it comes to people on Beale Street.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

some but not the majority.”
Based on data from ID scans of Beale
Street patrons at the checkpoints in 2016
and 2017, ERMS said 45 percent of the Saturday spring and summer night arrivals
are at the Second Street checkpoint and 12
percent at the Fourth Street checkpoint. It
added that 17 percent are at the B.B. King
Boulevard north checkpoint, 15 percent
at the B.B. King south checkpoint and
11 percent at the Hernando checkpoint
across from the Peabody Place parking
garage entrance.
The experiment this month will set up
a queue along the Second Street sidewalks
on both sides of Second into the checkpoint, have more lanes for the ID check
and eliminate the crowding at the Second
Street barrier that now funnels people into
the checkpoint.
Security also will do more to point out
other checkpoints that aren’t as crowded.
“Primarily it is to change the checkpoints, to get the crowd to move down the
alleys and go toward another checkpoint,
trying to control the flow,” Boyd said.
“Right now everyone seems to come in
on Second Street – at Second and Beale.
The lines are really long and it takes a long
time to get everyone wanded. Now we are
trying to flow that traffic further down the
street,” he added.
The long lines are listed by ERMS as
a risk to the district’s reputation. “Poor
visitor experience due to overcrowding

and excessing queue wait times at security screening points,” is how an ERMS
presentation to the task force last month
described the effect of the long lines.
The report also calls for setting a capacity limit for the district – “the number
of people who can be safely accommodated” as well as a “formal crowd management plan for Beale Street to allow
safe and efficient movement of visitors/
patrons during ingress, circulation, egress
and evacuation.”
The report recommends no less than
10 square feet per person in the district
with the Beale maximum capacity calculated at five square feet.
By the five-square-feet model, the
maximum capacity of the district including Handy Park but not people inside the
clubs and businesses is 13,351. With the
clubs and other businesses included, it
is 20,000.
The report found that 44 percent of the
21- to 30-year-olds on Beale arrive from 11
p.m. to 1 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.
The peak hours are from 8 p.m. to 3 a.m.
“Beale Street has become an interesting challenge. It’s different,” Boyd said.
“But the key is just to try to make sure that
we can see what will happen if we implement certain changes. Ultimately our goal
is to make sure that Beale Street is safe.”
The report shows 19 stampedes in the
district since 2013 – all happening after
midnight; 25 percent of those incidents

“

Beale Street has become
an interesting challenge. It’s
different. But the key is just
to try to make sure that we
can see what will happen
if we implement certain
changes. Ultimately our goal
is to make sure that Beale
Street is safe.”
–Berlin Boyd, City council and Beale Street

task force chairman

happened during the Memorial Day
weekend.
ERMS concludes: “There does not
appear to be a direct correlation between
density and probability of stampedes.”
The report instead concludes the stampedes are triggered by “deliberate antisocial behavior” and driven by “anxiety”
– “general fear and anxiety of visitors
becoming the victim of violent crime.”
The report also says “visitors’ perceptions about safety on Beale Street may be
a contributing factor.”
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Southwind’s New GM Poised to Put His
Exclamation Point on Next Tournament
PETE WICKHAM
Special to The Memphis News

The stories all told of how Dustin
Johnson’s 177-yard slam dunk 9-iron shot
ended the FedEx St. Jude Classic’s 61-year
run with a thundering exclamation point.
Like millions who watched at the course
and on television, Burt Baine reveled in that
moment of new lore. He did so knowing his
own exclamation point is still to come on
the same TPC Southwind track.
A veteran of nearly five decades as a golf
pro and club executive, Baine was tabbed
by the PGA Tour as Southwind’s new general manager, charged with shepherding
the 30-year-old club into a new galaxy.
Late next summer, Southwind will
welcome the world’s best golfers for World
Golf Championships-FedEx St. Jude Invitational. It replaces the iconic Firestone
C.C. in Ohio as one of four venues for the
WGC, a cooperative effort between the U.S.
PGA Tour and a half-dozen international
pro tours.

“There was an element of sadness and
nostalgia, with a lot of people reflecting on
what the Classic meant to this city,” said
the 70-year-old Baine, who was born in
Mississippi and raised in Texas. “One of my
good friends is Lee Trevino, who won the
tournament three times and has St. Jude as
his charity. He told me stories about how
good this event was. But at the same time,
people are so looking forward to what’s
coming, both for the club and Memphis.”
Baine came to Southwind after a sevenyear stint as the vice president of golf at the
fabled Greenbriar Resort in West Virginia,
which he helped resurrect from disastrous
2016 floods.
“It broke my heart. Trevino and I were
standing on a back porch watching as it
happened,” Baine recalled. “It kept coming
and coming. After a while we saw storage
sheds float past us, then automobiles, then
parts of homes.”
It wiped out the 2016 PGA Tour event,
and started the clock ticking on furious
efforts to get the resort’s TPC White layout
ready by the following summer.

“Many, many people worked extremely
hard and gave up their lives for a period of
time,” Baine said of the $15 million project.
“What was gratifying is that you learned you
can do things you don’t think you can possibly do until you just start in. In the end,
people who came back to the 2017 tournament expecting to see a patched-up Old
White found a new, spectacular course.”
Now he’ll work to have Southwind
ready to play host to one of the world’s
10 richest golf tournaments, with prestige
just below the sport’s four majors. It will be
Baine’s exclamation point.
“This is my last job,” he said. “You try
to define it and put into words how big it
is. But until you see it and experience it for
the first time it’s hard to visualize.”
A WGC event field is limited to the
world’s top 50 players, plus recent members of the Ryder and Presidents Cup teams
and selected players from the various tours,
usually 75-80 in all. Last week’s FESJC finale
drew nine of the world’s top 50 including
Johnson, who regained the No. 1 ranking
with his win.
In terms of executing the endless to-do
lists facing Memphis and TPC Southwind,
Baine will be in charge of the course,
the club and its amenities. A subset of
the World Golf Federation, Championship Management Corp., is charged with
marketing and operating the event. The
Florida-based company has named Darrell
Smith, who was FESJC tournament director, as the Invitational’s executive director.
Erin Mazurek Stone, who ran the nowdeparted Memphis pro tennis tourney, is
now tournament director.
“They bring experience running the
event, and operating in this market,” Baine
said. “My responsibilities will be the course,
the club and its amenities. … We just have
to work around the edge. We’re not in a
‘blow it up and start over’ situation.”
Baine said he doesn’t foresee any major
changes to the Par 70 Southwind course,
“which is viewed by players as one of the
Tour’s fairest tests. DJ brought it to its knees
(shooting 16-under par) but conditions set
up perfectly for his game.”
The Tour has not released its 2019
schedule, but Baine said that he still expects the WGC Invitational to be in late
July or early August. The extra time will be
beneficial, he says.
“Another six to seven weeks, you can
get the course in perfect condition,” he

BURT BAINE

said. “In June, you’re a little at the mercy
of what kind of spring you had.”
The real test for Baine, Smith, Stone
and company will be the step-up in terms
of numbers, and expectation level from
competitors, spectators, corporate sponsors and media.
“If we got 10,000 on a normal Thursday
for the Classic, we can expect 25,000 to
come for a WGC event,” Baine said. “There
were 25 media ports (for the FESJC), and we
need to prepare for 150 for an event that
will be broadcast in 26 countries. We have
to step-up locker rooms, practice facilities,
food and beverage and hospitality options
for increased sponsor involvement and
corporate entertainment. And more players will prefer renting homes on or near
the course.”
Baine knows the advantages this event
and market have with the title sponsor,
charity – and club members.
“They’re the unsung heroes,” he said.
“Not only do pay their dues and gladly give
up their course, many of them are also out
here as volunteers (part of an army of 1,800
that will also need to grow).”
After last week, Baine has added one
small item to his list.
“We’ll install a small plaque where
Dustin hit that 9-iron shot,” he said. “It will
give fans and players a chance to stand on
that spot and visualize … .”
Just how big an exclamation point
can be.

Follow us on Twitter

@memphisdaily
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Lifeline For Debt: Bye Student Loan
Debt Founder Looks To Expand Reach
K. DENISE JENNINGS
Special to The Memphis News

Student loans are a big topic these days
with an even bigger and growing price tag
for most families in America. Thanks to
a young engineer with a financial mind,
there may be a place for students and their
families to go before they find themselves
drowning in debt.
A few years ago, Dan Mendelson came
up with a plan to get himself and his new
wife out of $150,000 in combined student
loan debt in five years. The plan worked,
and he decided it might work for other
people too, so he wrote an online book,
“Bye Student Loan Debt,” which educates
people on how student loans work and how
to navigate the process of getting them paid
off quickly using different tools.
Mendelson and his partner, Ross Hornish, started a 45-day Kickstarter campaign
to raise the $5,300 needed to finish up
development and launch the company’s
website (student.byeloandebt.com), which
gives the book’s readers access to tools that
calculate the specifics of their particular
student loan debt repayment plan.
Bye Student Loan Debt began offering
the ebook in December 2017 – one year
after the Kickstarter campaign – and in
February 2018, print versions were available for order.
“Bye Student Loan Debt” made it to the
top 100 in an adult education ranking on
Amazon, and Mendelson is pleased with
early response to the book in both forms.
Mendelson is planning to market the
print book to high schools, universities and
banks to give graduates who will be heading
down the student loan path. The book not
only addresses how to pay down student
loans, but how to avoid costly mistakes on
the front end, and how to put your money
to work after you have paid off your loans.
Market statistics show that total student
loan debt in the U.S. is currently $1.5 trillion, which is $620 billion more than credit
card debt, and it’s continuing to expand,
Mendelson said. There are more than 44
million borrowers and the 2018 college
graduates saw an increase of 6 percent in
student loan debt with an average debt of
$39,000.
But some good things are happening to
combat this epidemic. Last year, Memphis
became the first U.S. city to offer its fulltime employees a student loan reduction
program that pays $50 toward principal
reduction on student loans. Some private
companies in various industries are starting
to offer student loan payment as a benefit
to their employees. Borrowers can also use
refinancing companies such as SoFi to help
reduce their interest rates on student loans.
“There are things going on, but not a
lot of action on the government or private
level,” Mendelson said. “It’s making a very
small dent in the $1.5 trillion.”

Bye Student Loan Debt founder Dan Mendelson is planning to market a print version of his online book to high schools,
universities and banks. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

The problem of student loans can be
traced back to the skyrocketing increase in
tuition prices at colleges and universities.
U.S. News recently reported that among the
300 ranked national universities included in
their 2018 Best Colleges ranking the average
tuition and fees at private national universities has jumped 157 percent in the past 20
years. Out-of-state tuition and fees at public
national universities has risen 194 percent,
and in-state tuition and fees at public national universities has grown 237 percent.
Some of the increases can be attributed
to funding cuts to public universities, but
Mendelson believes the biggest culprit
is the marketing of government backed
student loans.
“In my opinion, the biggest reason is
that the government gives away so much
free money to 18-year-olds who have no
idea what they want to do, so it’s been easy
(for the colleges and universities) to raise
prices with no repercussions,” he said.
“If everyone was given $1,000 to spend at
Kroger, they could raise their prices pretty
easily. It’s not to say that (the government)
shouldn’t give loans, but that’s just one of
the repercussions.”
Shelby County trustee David Lenoir,
who’s also currently running for Shelby
County mayor, has been heavily involved
with improving the financial health of the
Memphis community since the height of
the recession and says what Mendelson is
doing is valuable.
“When I came in 2010 we were doing

everything we could to stop the bleeding in
terms of the economy,” Lenoir said. “Now
we’ve started the healing process and we’re
thinking about how to improve the financial health of the community.”
Lenoir partnered with former Memphis
Mayor A C Wharton to implement Bank on
Memphis, the local version of a national
initiative started in San Francisco. The
program provides financial education and
banking access to underserved, low- and
moderate-income members of the community who were being lured and taken
advantage of by predatory and payday
lenders.
Through public and private partners,
the organization offers a financial literacy
app to reach people that traditional marketing might miss. The app has financial
tutorials and videos on how to better manage your money.
“As we’ve moved beyond 2010 there
aren’t as many problems, and people are
starting to make money, so we’ve started
targeting youth with a new program called
On My Own, where we get into the schools
and teach kids how to manage their money,” Lenoir said.
When Lenoir heard about Mendelson
and his Bye Student Loan Debt project,
he was impressed and believed that what
he had to offer was imperative to the next
generation of students, so he invited him
to speak at a Bank on Memphis summit.
“I realized that net worth is not just your
assets,” Lenoir said. “It’s not just about

growing your 401(k) and IRA. It’s also about
reducing debt. As the economy improves,
the management and reduction of debt was
really going to be the most important thing
going forward.
“If we want folks like (Mendelson) and
his colleagues in this next generation to
come to Memphis and Shelby County and
plant and grow, addressing the student
loan baggage they bring with them is imperative.”

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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the tipping point

Heritage, Passion Drives Acosta to Succeed

JULIE ACOSTA
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
Anna Cox Thompson
Special to The Memphis News

Growing up in Memphis,
Julie Acosta, senior web analyst
at AutoZone, wasn’t always a fan
of her strong Brazilian heritage.
Like most young kids, she wanted
to be like everyone else. It wasn’t

(Antwoine McClellan)

until high school that she came
into her own, embracing her
roots and eventually allowing
them to help guide her career
choices.
“I was born in Brazil, but my
dad is American,” Acosta explains. “I’ve been in the United
States since I was 3 years old.
I had always avoided speaking
Portuguese growing up. My mom
would speak Portuguese to me,
and I would pretend she was a
crazy woman and wouldn’t talk
to her. At the time, my elementary
school wasn’t diverse at all, and
I was immediately outcast even
though I spoke English perfectly. I

always got the idea that it was not
welcome to show my roots. Once
I was in high school, it became the
cool thing, so I decided to blow
it out of the water. Everyone had
to know I was from Brazil. Even
now, I always find a way to bring
Brazil into the conversation.”
She decided to jump in with
both feet when it came time for
her college decision. She moved
to Brazil and was accepted to
multiple colleges before going on
to receive her B.A. in advertising
and marketing. “Once I got there
I really had to immerse myself
into this new culture and new
life. I had to learn the language
in a year so that I could go to college,” she says.
It was while she was immersing herself in the culture as an
18-year-old ESL instructor teaching business English to management at FIAT, that she had an encounter that lit a fire in her. “That
position was the first contact I
had with automotive and I loved
it. But one day a manager came
in and was spewing about how he
couldn’t work with women, and I
remember thinking, ‘I’m going to
get to a point where I can prove
him wrong.’ Brazilians have this
drive; they’re very dedicated. I
used to stay at work until all hours
of the night because if I wanted
to learn something, I wouldn’t

stop until I’d learned it. Inherent
need to go till the end and when
I’m done, I’m done.”
That passion led her to being
a manager of a 10-person team by
age 22 and moving up the ranks
until she decided to return to
America for her MBA. “I wanted
to study; I’ve got this constant
curiosity. I’m always trying to
learn new things. Initially the
plan was to get my master’s here
then move back to Brazil, since a
minimum requirement for senior
management there is an MBA. In
2015, I got my Masters in Service
Marketing from the University of
Memphis. I also got married, so
I decided to stay,” she says with
a laugh.
She and her husband, who
is also half Brazilian, are very
involved in the “Brazilians in
America” group, with Acosta
even acting as the community
manager for the group of around
600 people. She was recently
named the VP of the Professional
MBA Alumni Association with the
University of Memphis.
Through her years in the
corporate world, she has worked
with several big names in aftermarket parts including Fiat, ZF,
Boeing and now AutoZone. “I
was referred here because of the
Brazil team; it was an easy fit. The
first place [AutoZone] opened

a store in Brazil was actually
where I was born, so it was nice
symmetry.”
It was through her connections at AutoZone that she was
able to flex her leadership skills
by assisting in a partnership with
the Girl Scouts of America for the
organization’s annual G.I.R.L.
event. The event aims to teach
young girls and their families basic car-care knowledge in hopes
of them eventually earning a carcare badge.
“With that event, my driving
force was my experience at Fiat,”
she says. “I wanted to be sure we
had female representation to
teach other girls. The feeling you
have when you’re able to speak is
so empowering. You can acquire
respect by having unexpected
knowledge. I love what I do, so
getting a chance to be involved
and being brought into conversations is an additional affirmation
[that I’m doing something right].”
Her advice to those young
girls?
“Ask a lot of intentional questions. If you really want something, have a clear vision, figure
out what it will take to get there,
then do it.”
Julie Acosta is a graduate of
New Memphis’ Fellows program.
Learn more at newmemphis.org.

T R A N S P O R TAT I O N & L O G I S T I C S

FedEx Q4 Profits Beat Wall Street Estimates
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis-based FedEx Corp.
posted a solid growth during its
fiscal fourth quarter and full year,
with company executives saying
the shipping giant can adjust if
looming tariffs disrupt trade patterns with China.
“We believe global supply
chain, especially those of highvalue items are well-established
and will be very difficult to disrupt,” FedEx president and chief
operating officer Dave Bronczek
said during an earnings call Tuesday, June 19. “We are hopeful that
amenable solutions of course to
trade policy issues will be found.
However, our global assets are at
such a large scale now that it's

relatively easy for us to reposition
our networks, really all around the
world, should any trade patterns
evolve.”
The shipping giant reported
earnings of $4.15 per diluted share
for the fiscal quarter that ended
May 31, and net income of just
over $1.13 billion, up from $1.02
billion, or $3.75 a share, from a
year ago.
Meanwhile, adjusted earnings
of $5.91 per share beat Wall Street
expectations. Industry analysts
had forecast $5.72 per share, according to a Zacks Investment
Research survey. This marks the
third consecutive quarter FedEx
has outperformed expectations,
according to the financial research company.
Revenues for the company
rose to $17.3 billion from $15.7 bil-

lion a year ago, with an operating
margin of 7.4 percent. Analysts’
revenue forecast was $17.19 billion, according to Zacks.
For the full fiscal year, FedEx
reported net income of $4.57
billion and diluted earnings per
share of $16.79, which are up,
respectively, from $3 billion and
$11.07 a year ago.
Fiscal 2017 revenues rose to
$65.5 billion, up from $60.3 billion
a year ago, and boasted a full-year
operating margin of 7.4 percent,
which is down one full percentage
point year-over-year.
Looking forward, FedEx Corp.
chairman and CEO Fred Smith
offered a mixed bag of optimism
while also expressing concern
about trade issues.
“In all my years at FedEx, I
have never been so optimistic

and so sure of our strategy and
our ability to deliver an exciting
future,” Smith said during the
call. “We do remain concerned,
however, about threats to diminish the free flow of goods among
countries. Trade is a two-way
street, and FedEx supports lowering trade barriers for our customers, not raising them."
Smith’s prepared statements
on trade came early in the call
as some analysts predicted the
possibility of a looming trade
war with China would be a major
focus of the remarks. However,
while the topic was later brought
back up during the Q&A portion
of the call, it did not dominate the
conversation.
According to FedEx, quarterly
net results included a $255 million, or $0.94 per diluted share,

net tax benefit from corporate
structuring transactions stemming from the integration of
FedEx Express and TNT Express.
Raj Subramaniam, FedEx executive vice president and chief
marketing and communications
officer, said the company believes
the realignment of its FedEx Trade
Networks division is a positive
step for FedEx.
The change, which became
effective March 1, rolls together
FedEx’s Custom Critical, Cross
Border and Supply Chain businesses; FedEx Trade Networks
Transport & Brokerage; and a new
company called FedEx Forward
Depots that has responsibility for
areas such as 3-D printing and the
company’s packaging lab.
FedEx continued on P23
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Bird Scooter Deal on Cutting Edge
Of Memphis’ ‘Demand Economy’
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Standing beside two electric
scooters in Court Square last
week, Memphis City Council
member Kemp Conrad quoted
Sun Tzu, author of the ancient
Chinese military strategy tome
“The Art of War.”
“Opportunities are multiplied
as they are seen,” he said in quoting the favorite military tactician
of 21st-century American business leaders.
The launch of a second
“shared mobility” service in the
city in three weeks – Bird electric
scooters – is about more than the
Venice, California, startup choosing Memphis, Conrad said.
“We think it is really about
Memphis being an innovative,
nimble and busy, friendly city
characterized by its team approach to getting things done,”
he added.

He also talked of a “demand
economy” that includes not
only Explore Bike Share – the
bike-sharing system launched
three weeks earlier, also in Court
Square – but also ride-sharing
services Uber and Lyft and vacation-rental platform Airbnb.
The city crafted ordinances
to regulate both ride-sharing
services and Airbnb rentals, and
is the first city in Tennessee to
collect taxes on Airbnb.
Conrad, who pushed for
Bird’s entry into the Memphis
market – the 15th city for the
startup – said Memphians who
rented out their homes on a
short-term basis via Airbnb made
$7 million in 2017, or about
$8,000 per host.
“That’s a real number,” he
said of a larger goal to “harvest
this demand economy.”
For now, Bird is doing business under a temporary operating agreement with the city. That
is to be replaced with a “shared

mobility ordinance.”
“It says we will have regulations and you must follow the
regulations. You have to indemnify the city and all of its partners
from any accidents that might
happen,” said city chief operating officer Doug McGowen. “It
sets out some of the basic things
you would expect. It basically tells
some of the companies that are
in the e-bike and shared mobility space that they need to follow
the regulations. … We’re not trying to limit anybody from doing
something. We are just trying to
set out some of the basic rules.”
Beyond that, the city is avoiding caps on scooters set in other
cities.
“We want it to be demanddriven. It needs to be what’s best
for Memphians,” McGowen said.
“So if Memphians are using this
and want it – we don’t want (Bird)
to flood the city and just drop
1,000 scooters around town. So,
as an example, it might be that

City Council chairman Berlin Boyd zips past the Court Square
fountain last week in a preview of the Bird electric scooters system
that made its debut.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
once a scooter hits two or three
rides a day then we’ll add more.”
The deal for Bird was done
in a week’s time, Conrad said –
recommended by the lobbying
firm Ingram Group, which represents both Bird and the city of
Memphis.

“We’re on the cutting edge
of it,” he said. “There were a lot
of cities that were vying for this.
We had the opportunity to act
quickly.”
Conrad and the city adminbird continued on P23

G OV E R N M E N T

County Commission Wraps Up Budget Season
Except Final Approval of Property Tax Rate
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners took final action Monday, June 18, on every item
in its budget season except a
final approval of a $4.05 county
property tax rate.
The approval of a $1.3 billion county consolidated operating budget and a $90.2
million capital budget for the
fiscal year that starts July 1
came with unanimous votes by
the 13-member body.
The operating budget
leaves intact the basic premise
of the budget Shelby County
Mayor Mark Luttrell proposed
in May that increases school
funding by county government
to $427 million, a $7.9 million
increase from the current fiscal year.

Shelby County Schools,
which of the seven public
schools system in the county
gets the lion’s share of the
money based on an average
daily attendance split, pushed
for more funding to close a remaining $6.6 million gap.
A compromise worked out
over the weekend keeps the
county’s funding at $427 million.
But it allows the school
system to come back before
October for up to $6.6 million
in non-recurring one-time
funding from a surplus in the
county education fund that is
expected to total around $10
million at the end of the current
fiscal year.
Because the additional
funding would be one-time, it
would not increase the amount
of money county government is
required to provide under the
state’s “maintenance of effort”

funding statutes for school systems that ends June 30.
The amendment was approved unanimously by the
commission.
“We were going back and
forth even over the weekend,”
budget committee chairman
Eddie Jones said of the talks
among commissioners, the
administration and the school
system.
Beyond that, the commission made several minor
amendments that included:
• $1.5 million more for the
Shelby County Sheriff’s Office
for 30 additional officers in
schools. The bulk of that funding – $1.3 million – was to come
from the SCSO narcotics fund.
But the sheriff’s administration
opposed that, saying it didn’t
want to deplete the $4 million
fund. Luttrell’s administration
ultimately agreed to find the
money from another source.

• $900,000 across two grants
to the Memphis Union Mission
and an additional $100,000 for
connected outreach services by
Good Samaritan Church.
• An elimination of all capital funds for bike lanes proposed by commission chairwoman Heidi Shafer, who
argued that it would “encumber” or obligate the new administration and mayor to
continue bike lanes. “I don’t
think it sends the right message
to invest in more bike lanes,”
she said. Because the funding
is part of larger amounts for
road improvements, a total of
the amount of money involved
was not available late Monday.
The commission also approved on the second of three
readings Monday a property
tax rate of $4.05 recommended
by Luttrell. The first and second
reading votes are symbolic
since under the commission’s

rules an ordinance automatically advances to third and final
reading. The final reading is
scheduled for July 9.
The rate, a six-cent drop
from the current $4.11 rate,
compensates for a $20 million
windfall the county got from
the 2017 countywide property
reappraisal when the estimated
appeals allowance proved to be
an over-estimate. Leveling that
windfall accounts for five cents
of the tax rate reduction with
another penny being a tax cut.
An attempt by commissioner Reginald Milton to set
a tax rate of $4.06 was voted
down by the commission.
“Most of us are not coming
back,” Milton said of the eight
commissioners who are not up
for re-election in the August
county general elections. “This
is something the next body
will have to live with. Let them
decide that.”
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Tennesseans Struggle to Get and Stay Healthy
FRANK DANIELS III

Despite having some of the
best health care companies
in world, the people who live
and work in Tennessee are not
healthy.
BAD HABITS
Too many of us are too fat.
Tennessee has the worst childhood obesity rate in the USA,
and the fifth worst adult obesity
rate.
There are only seven states
where residents smoke more
cigarettes.
Tennesseans have more
opioid prescriptions that all but
one other state. (All rankings
from Think Tennessee’s State
of Our State: thinktennessee.
org/research/state-state-2018)
And, compared to other
states, Tennesseans don’t like
to exercise, ranking sixth from
the bottom in the percentage
of adults who exercise regularly
(according to a recent Gallup
poll).
EQUAL POOR HEALTH
It’s no surprise that our bad
habits contribute to some disap-

TENNESSEE

PRESS
ASSOCIATION
pointing health statistics.
Tennesseans suffer from
heath disease and diabetes,
ranking sixth-worst in those
measurements.
The state ranks near the
bottom in the number of babies
born with low birth weight, and
in infant mortality.
WHAT CAN WE DO?
There are many factors that
impact whether Tennesseans
can improve their overall health.
Adequate health insurance
is a significant factor. Tennessee ranks 40th on the number of
people who do not have health
insurance. However, the state
does a much better job of making sure its children have health
insurance, ranking 22nd.
Being able to access health
care is also crucial, and some
parts of Tennessee have watched
their local hospitals close. Nine
hospitals have closed in rural
Tennessee counties, which is

the second-highest rate in the
nation. According to the Tennessee Hospital Association,
another six rural hospitals are
likely to close in the near future.
The challenges to improve
the physical well-being of Tennesseans belie the regular good
news headlines that tout the
state’s economic well-being.
As voters prepare to vote in
the August primaries, the 124
member newspapers of the
Tennessee Press Association are
working together to present a
forum for the major candidates
in the gubernatorial and senate
races to address challenges. This
month, the TPA asked candidates about their ideas to make
Tennessee a healthier state.
You can read their answers
in the accompanying story.
INCENTIVES
“One of the most important
things our elected leaders can
do is to make sure the incentives
are there along with the flexibility to address these challenges,”
said Craig Becker, president
and CEO of the 136-member
Tennessee Hospital Association.
“The business models for
hospitals and health care pro-

viders is changing, but the regulations and incentives have not,”
Becker said.
Local hospitals have long
been economic engines for their
communities, but now health
care delivery, technology and
the cost of health care are forcing many changes.
“Smaller communities are
going to have to adjust,” Becker
said. “And that is where government can help.”
Instead of incentives that
focus on taking care of sick
people, smaller communities
should be encouraged to focus
on improving health in their
community. It is an effort, he
said, that requires a lot of coordination. Getting schools
involved to help children, and
their parents, make healthy
lifestyle choices – eating better,
exercising more and smoking
less – is just one example.
But to make that work, the
financial incentives have to be
there.
INSURANCE
One of the most debated
solutions to improving Tennesseans health is expanding
the number of people who are

insured by TennCare, the state’s
Medicaid insurance program.
In 2015, the Tennessee
General Assembly rejected a
proposed plan from Gov. Bill
Haslam to expand TennCare
using federal funds authorized
under the Affordable Care Act
that would have insured about
200,000 Tennesseans who were
not eligible for TennCare.
The Affordable Care Act,
which was President Barack
Obama’s signature legislation
to expand health insurance
coverage (hence the popular
name, Obamacare), faces challenges too as President Donald
Trump’s Department of Justice
has decided not to defend the
act in lawsuits filed by many
states.
With or without Obamacare,
Tennessee must address the
challenges that make its people
among the least healthy in the
United States.
Frank Daniels is a writer
living in Clarksville. A former
editor, columnist and business
executive, he is a member of the
N.C. Journalism Hall of Fame.
You reach him at fdanielsiii@
mac.com.

What Do Statewide Candidates Say About Health Care in Tennessee?
According to Think Tennessee’s State of Our State dashboard, the state ranks near
the bottom in the number of adults with heart disease, obesity and diabetes. It also
ranks near the bottom of all states for the health of senior citizens, infant mortality, number of adults who smoke, and at the absolute bottom in childhood obesity.
Tennesseans are, on the whole, not healthy. What can and should our next political
leaders do about it?
Each of the major candidates for governor and U.S. Senate were asked to tell our
readers about their views on health care.

GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES
REPUBLICAN
Diane Black
As a career nurse,
health care has been
a passion of mine for
my entire life. Our current system is broken.
I have the right experience to fix it.
The next Governor BLACK
must have a plan for
rural healthcare. I propose making our
county health departments the hub of
care for rural Tennessee and the access
point to telehealth. Our county health departments should function as a primary
care provider with a system that provides
health care based on ability to pay.
In addition, rural counties need more

doctors. I propose Fast-Track MD programs with reduced tuition in exchange
for a commitment of becoming a doctor
in a rural county.
In the recent past, Tennessee had a
much better healthcare system. But we
were the first state in the nation to have
Obamacare – it was an older version of
TennCare, which was designed by Hillary Clinton and it destroyed our system.
Before TennCare, we had a system that
was much more efficient at meeting the
needs of our communities. We can bring
it back and improve upon it.
Randy Boyd
There are several key opportunities
we have to improve the health of our citizens. First, on day one I will begin negotiations with the federal government for
a block grant to our Medicaid program.
We need a program for Tennesseans

designed by Tennesseans, and we can do
better than a one size
fits all mandate from
Washington.
I also believe there
is too much discussion
about what to do when
we are sick, and not BOYD
enough focus on getting healthier. With Tennessee ranking in
the bottom of nearly every health metric –
while remaining low in income levels – we
simply cannot afford the health we have.
However, we can fix this.
At my company, after 8 years of comprehensive health programs, health insurance claims were reduced by 19 percent
last year – it can be done. In our schools,
we can increase exercise opportunities
for students and provide education opportunities about good health.
There is also a need for more primary
care doctors in our rural communities. We
can solve this is by partnering with medical schools to offer greater residency programs in rural, underserved areas.
Additionally, we must also be better consumers of healthcare. Imagine a
marketplace where no consumer ever
asks the price, and no provider knows
the price they are charging. By bringing

more accountability, transparency and
consumerism into the market, we can
maintain quality and reduce costs.
Finally, we must bring a heightened
focus on mental health and addiction.
These are often the roots of many problems. We must make smart investments in
treatment and recovery centers, appropriate mental health centers, and in-school
counselors.
If we do these things, we can see
a transformation in the health of
Tennesseans.
Beth Harwell
I think the two biggest keys to improving our population’s
health from the government's standpoint
are education and personal responsibility.
It is not the role of the HARWELL
government to police
things that people are eating or drinking
on a daily basis, but what we can do is
make sure that we are giving people the
information they need to make healthy
choices.
We must make sure we are starting young, and are working to increase
awareness about these issues among our

www.thememphisnews.com

June 22-28, 2018 11

2018 Tennessee Elections

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

students. There are ample opportunities
in our schools to educate our kids about
nutrition, healthy habits, regular activity
and exercise. Often, what is taught to our
children in school comes home to the
parents as well.
We need to also raise awareness about
preventative care. Chronic conditions
like heart disease and diabetes are much
more treatable when caught early. It is
extremely important that our population
understands the importance of regular
check-ups and preventative care. We need
to embrace new innovative technologies
like telemedicine to ensure that more
people have access to healthcare before
these problems arise.
Finally, we can look to other states,
as well as the private market, to see what
types of programs are working to improve
these outcomes. Many health insurance
companies have been exploring incentives for their customers to make sure they
are taking advantage of preventative care
options. Our own state employee insurance program has long offered lower premiums for making healthy choices, and
hopefully the Trump administration will
give us more flexibility with our TennCare
program to explore these options as well.
Bill Lee
There’s no doubt
that we face a tsunami
of lifestyle diseases in
Tennessee. This includes issues such as
heart disease, obesity
and side effects related to smoking. It is a LEE
growing epidemic in
Tennessee, and across the country as well.
Thirty years ago, no state had more than
20 percent of its population that was overweight or obese. Today, no state is below
20 percent, and some are over 30 percent
and inching up to 40 percent.
We are seeing this growth in part because our entire health care system is
broken. We see skyrocketing costs every
year for patients, providers and payers
because there are no financial incentives
to control them. The system does not
provide options for patients to take stock
of their healthcare and know how much
it costs, and providers are not rewarded
for addressing prevention and wellness.
We have to fundamentally break through
that mindset to focus less on just delivering healthcare and more on our overall
health.
We’re doing this in my company.

COMING IN JULY
The fifth installment of the Tennessee Press Association’s statewide election series,
Issues and Answers, will be on education.
Gov. Bill Haslam and the General Assembly have invested in education during the last
eight years, has that been a good investment and should it continue? What do the
candidates propose for the next four to eight years?

Health care premiums have gone up 19
percent and 29 percent in the last two
years, and we decided we would institute
some incentives for wellness, and costs
are going down for those who participate
because health care is not just for when
we are sick. Health care includes daily
choices in prevention as well.
As governor, I will lead an effort to promote smarter engagement in the health
system that doesn’t focus on a top-down,
government-first approach. Throughout
this campaign, I have talked about the
need to engage more in public-private
partnerships with faith-based and nonprofit communities. These organizations
have their finger firmly on the pulse of
what’s going on locally, and they often
provide better solutions than creating
another government program.
I chaired the YMCA of Middle Tennessee, and they have been aggressively
trailblazing wellness innovations, providing opportunities for smoking cessation,
obesity and diet management, and they
have developed a major program in diabetes prevention. In Tennessee, we have
an amazing natural resource in the form
of our non-profit and faith community
partners. Working with them more effectively is a great place to start in improving
health in our state.
DEMOCRAT
Karl Dean
I firmly believe that
our overall quality of
life is directly linked to
health. It plays a role in
our state’s economic
viability, productivity
and educational outDEAN
comes for students.
We simply cannot
afford the health we have.
As Mayor of Nashville, we made the
goal of improved health a focus of my
administration. We championed healthy
living by expanding access to parks, greenways and community centers. We also

built a state-of-the-art public health
facility.
We created the “Walk 100 Mile” challenge, the Mayor’s 5k, the Mayor’s Field
Day, invested sidewalks, bike paths, established a new bicycle program, and
added more parks, greenways, and community centers.
As an adult we know the results of unhealthy behaviors, but children do not.
We need to equip our schools and teachers with the resource they need to teach
our kids how to live healthy lifestyles.
Encouraging preventative care is one
of the smartest, most cost-effective things
we can as a government to improve the
health of our community.
Additionally, one of my top priorities as governor will be to make sure every Tennessean has access to affordable
healthcare. Those who do not have insurance generally will not get check-ups, so
it is that much harder for physicians to
advise on healthy choices and catch illnesses early.
Craig Fitzhugh
As the numbers
show, Tennessee has
a long way to go to improve our individual
and collective health.
This has not been a
sudden occurrence,
and while personal FITZHUGH
responsibility plays a
large role in health, political leaders and
policymakers have a part to play. The first
thing–as I have stated constantly in my
legislative career and in my campaign for
governor–is that we need to expand Medicaid. It is a must. By expanding Medicaid
we could keep our hospitals open, allowing people to see a doctor on a consistent
basis, instead of health issues becoming
an emergency.
Screenings for blood pressure, cancer
and diabetes would go a long way towards
curbing our mortality numbers. Testing
for and educating people on their health
(and teaching them how to prevent,

control and treat chronic ailments) leads
to longer lives and a better quality of life,
and is also cost effective for the individual
Tennesseans and our communities.
We have to educate our citizens on
good food choices, curbing/eliminating
tobacco use and making time for exercise. A great number of low-income areas
are food deserts, where nutritious meal
choices are very difficult or impossible to
access, and in rural/suburban areas that
are spread out and there are few public
transportation options, they may not be
able to get to grocery stores and doctors
appointments. Multiple studies have
shown that food and medicine are areas
that families and individuals cut back on
when money is tight. They may turn to
lower cost fast food and cut medication
in half or not fill prescriptions, thus making health issues worse. We as policymakers must make sure we make healthy infrastructure choices–such as sidewalks,
playgrounds and ball fields–available to
our citizens. By investing in our health,
we are investing in Tennessee’s future.
U.S. SENATE CANDIDATES
Marsha Blackburn,
Republican
People must take
ownership of their
health, I continually work to make affordable healthcare accessible to all
BLACKBURN
Tennesseans.
Improving education will assist in this effort. As a young
mom and President of the Middle Tennessee Lung Association Board, I developed
programs to educate children about the
dangers of smoking and to help adults
who had begun to smoke and wanted to
quit. Then as a State Senator, I supported
nutrition education for welfare recipients
because it improves health outcomes for
children. These programs yield better
health habits.
In Congress, we continue to work on
patient centered reforms. In 2016, we
implemented the bipartisan 21st Century
Cures Act, which Senator Alexander called
the most important legislation of the year.
It marked the move from a one-sizefits-all system to precision medicine for
well care, chronic disease management,
elder care, and seeking cures for vexing problems. We can now better define
elections continued on P23
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ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

Avoiding
Early Career
Pitfalls

Duffy-Geiger Named CFO
At Monogram Foods
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Cheryl Duffy-Geiger at memphisdailynews.
com.

Cheryl Duffy-Geiger has joined Monogram Foods as chief financial
officer. In this role, Duffy-Geiger will be responsible for developing
strategic business plans, partnering with operations and supply chain,
building relationships with banking partners and overseeing accounting,
among other duties. She joins Monogram from Kellogg Co., where
she was chief financial officer for its largest global business unit, U.S.
domestic snacks.

Hometown: Port Macquarie, New
South Wales , Australia
Experience: Business degree from University of Technology, Sydney, Australia. Thirty years of experience, primarily in fast-moving consumer goods in
finance and general management roles.
Global experience – Pacific, Asia and
North America – for Wrigley, Mars, Kraft
and Kellogg. Latest role was chief financial officer of U.S. Snacks for Kellogg
What talent do you wish you had? The
ability to make the day longer; sleep
is overrated. I am an avid reader and
would appreciate more time in the day
to read at leisure.
What attracted you to Monogram
Foods? At first, I wasn’t. But after researching Monogram’s background, I
was frankly astounded at the company’s
historical profile, its potential for future
growth, and its reputation in the industry. Coming from a FMCG (fast-moving
consumer goods) background, the
trend is towards engaging a broader comanufacturing network with efficient

quality providers such as Monogram;
so, strategically for me Monogram is
well-placed for growth. Intellectually,
the company started checking all the
correct boxes. The deal maker, however, was meeting the people at Monogram. Folks displayed such a passion for
the company, a belief in its potential, a
sense of fun and a commitment to succeed, all of which made it impossible to
turn down the opportunity.
One of your responsibilities is developing strategic business plans. Have
you identified initial areas you and
the company want to address? I am
about 45 days into my adventure. I am
still learning and observing. So my list
is still being developed. What I do know
is that at its core Monogram is a food
manufacturer focused on providing
quality products and cost effectivity to
its customers. As we move forward, efficient utilization of our existing manufacturing platforms and the addition
of manufacturing capabilities ahead of
trends will be key to developing mutually beneficial, long-term customer
relationships.

CHERYL DUFFY-GEIGER

What do you consider your greatest
accomplishment? I am an introvert,
so overcoming my shyness and recognizing and managing my level of risk
tolerance is really a huge accomplishment for me. When I think about my
journey from Port Macquarie (a small
town in Australia) to Sydney, Bangalore
(India), Chicago, Guangzhou (China),
Mexico City, Munich (Germany), Michigan and now Memphis, I have had to
push personal boundaries that at times
have made me uncomfortable, but as
the saying goes, “no pain, no gain.” At
the end of the day I am now a U.S. citizen, an honor I am extremely proud of,
and married to my best friend, a truly
inspiring American man.
If you could give one piece of advice
to young people, what would it be?
Adapt quickly and embrace change.
The world is moving at a fast pace.
To succeed you need to – at a minimum – move with it, but ideally you
want to be able to ride that wave and
stay in front.
newsmakers continued on P23
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The summer is an exciting time for young
job seekers. A new group of graduates has just
been minted and are searching for their first
full-time job. But, there are many pitfalls you
may encounter along the way. Here are a few
suggestions to help you in your search.
Don’t let your parents get involved in your
job search. At the most, your parents should
be providing you one-on-one guidance from
the comfort of your home. Beyond that, it’s
too much. Mom or dad should not be applying
to jobs for you. They should not be perfecting
your resume. They should not be editing your
LinkedIn profile. They should not attend an
interview with you. And, they definitely should
not ever negotiate your salary for you. I get it.
Your parents have been there and done that.
But, in the professional world, getting your parents involved in a major faux pas. If you want to
find a job, now is the time to talk to your parents. If an employer gets even a whiff of them
through the interview process, it’s likely that
you will be tossed out of the candidate pool.
Sharpen your online image. Employers
will look at more than your resume. Right or
wrong, they will look at your social media.
Get in there and be sure you would be comfortable with the content. Reduce posts that
focus on anything that might be considered
controversial.
Perfect your phone skills. I can’t tell you
how often a future employer has said to me,
“Wow. I wish the candidate would learn how
to answer their phone.” If you’re applying for
jobs, you may get calls from phone numbers
you don’t recognize. Answer in a polite, pleasant way that uses your name. An uncomfortable, “Hello?” is no way to begin a conversation
with your future boss.
Be on time. When you’re early in your
career, your real world experience is still slim.
But, there’s one thing you can easily do: show
up on time.
Once you’ve landed your perfect job, don’t
start hinting that you want more money. The
time to negotiate was before you started. Once
you’re there, you’ve agreed to work for what
they’re paying you. Nobody is planning to pay
you more just because you’re the smartest,
fastest, or best at the job you were hired to do.
Don’t expect a promotion every one to
two years. I wish it worked this way, but it just
doesn’t. Working your way up the ladder takes
time. Promotions often happen when your
level of responsibility has changed. Perhaps
you’ve started to manage a team. Or, maybe
your job includes a new area that it didn’t
before.
Early on, your job is primarily about learning and growing. Take the time to learn as
much as you can. Give back to the organization. In the long term, this will result in both a
fruitful and successful journey.
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EDGE Approves Shelby Farms TIF,
Binghampton Apartment Projects
Hotel
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Public
promenades,
Several
hundredopen
new apartments, a
public
South Memphis grocery store and a new
spaces, pedestrian
TIF district were all given the green light
connections
toGrowth
the
by the Economic
Development
Engine for
Memphis
and
Shelby
County
Greenline and an
during a busy Wednesday, June 20, board
meeting.improved
Up first
was 3D Realty’s
Gateway
atrequest for a
15-year Residential PILOT (payment-inMullins Station
lieu-of-taxes) for a $51 million, 414-unit
Road
willproject
prove
to
mixed-use
multifamily
on Broad
Avenue. be an important
Unlike most PILOTs, which focus on
cornerstone for
job creation and retention, Residential
the
community.
PILOTs are
designed
to help narrow the
financial gap for multifamily projects in
the city’s core areas.
“Our vision for this project is to represent everything good about Memphis,”
3D Realty co-founder James Maclin said.
“We’re engaging the public, and we’re
engaging the Broad Avenue family.”
A 222,000-square-foot former Sears
warehouse currently stands at 2542 Broad
Ave., but due to the building’s poor condition, everything but the iconic Broad
Avenue water tower will be replaced with
multiple four-story buildings consisting of
124 studio apartments, 207 one-bedroom
units and 83 two-bedroom units.
3D Realty has committed 83 units, or
20 percent, to low- to moderate-income
residents.
In addition to the multifamily component, the project will include 10,000
square feet of ground-floor commercial
space and nearly 400 parking spaces.
Currently the property generates
$33,204 in local taxes per year, and EDGE
staff estimates that during the PILOT,
that number would increase to $307,052
per year.
Slightly to the west, Makowsky Ringel Greenberg was awarded a 15-year
Residential PILOT to bring 176 apartment
units to the intersection of East Parkway
and Sam Cooper Boulevard.
Known as Thrive at the Park, the
$22.2 million project will consist of two
three-story buildings and 10 two-story
townhouses that will include 113 onebedroom units, 63 two-bedroom units
and 233 off-street parking spaces.
Thirty-six, or 21 percent, of the units
will also be reserved for low- to moderateincome residents.
Currently, the property generates
$12,222 a year in property taxes. EDGE
estimates this figure will increase to
$152,461 per year during the length of
the PILOT.
In total the project is expected to cost
$22.2 million.
Additionally, a group of developers

Developers of the mixed-use Parkside at Shelby Farms project received the EDGE board's approval for a tax increment financing
designation to fund nearly $72 million in infrastructure improvements.
Architects/Dalhoff Thomas design studio)
Parkside at Shelby(Fleming
Farms
looking to breathe new life in to the Southgate Center was awarded a 15-year Community Builder PILOT to help redevelop
and stabilize the 208,297-square-foot
shopping center that has dipped to a 39
percent vacancy rate after the site was
abandoned by Kroger earlier this year.
The development team, which operates under the name Union Realty Co. GP,
is a partnership among Belz Investment
Co., Oak Associates, URCO Inc. and Belz
Investco GP.
Union Realty plans on investing $6.8
million into the property, including upgrades to the exterior, tenant finishes and
new grocery store equipment, which will
create 47 full-time grocery store positions
and 60 part-time retail positions equivalent to 92 full-time jobs with an average
annual wage of $24,960.
Belz tapped local grocer and Castle
Retail Group owner Rick James to anchor
the redevelopment with a 31,000-squarefoot grocery store while they attract tenants to the remaining vacant bays, which
range from 900 to 22,000 square feet.
After the meeting, James said it took
great deal of legwork from Belz, the Memphis City Council and EDGE to help make
the project a reality.
“All of those pieces added together
give us a fighting chance to bring a great
supermarket back to this neighborhood,”
he said.
In other action, the developers of the
proposed Parkside at Shelby Farms project were approved for a tax-increment
financing (TIF) designation to fund nearly
$72 million in public infrastructure improvements to the area, including the

construction of a four-lane Shelby Farms
Parkway.
A TIF designation works by using the
area’s new tax growth to finance public
projects in the approved district, which in
this case stretches as far north as Macon
Road and Interstate 40 to south of Walnut
Grove Road.
The 60-plus-acre mixed-use project
now carries a $375 million price tag and
includes 33,000 square feet of commercial
and office space, more than 1,400 multifamily residences, a 130-room hotel and
structured parking.
The project is expected to create 4,500
construction jobs and has a minority
participation goal of 25 percent, or $93.7
million.

Over the next 20 years, the applicants
estimate that about $76 million in taxes
will go to the city and county, with the
remaining $96.3 million being funneled
back into the TIF district
With the EDGE board approval, the
developers are hoping to get the green
light from the Shelby County Commission
on July 9 and the Memphis City Council
on July 10.

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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Firm Uses Video Game Engine to Help
Clients Better Understand Their Projects
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Almost anyone who spends time
around young children is probably familiar with Minecraft, the popular game
where users can create sometime mythic
pixilated worlds one block at a time. But
not many people saw the future of architecture in the game’s software.
While 3D models as a marketing tool
have been around for a while, local architectural firm Allen & Hoshall has begun
using them for more practical purposes
as it continues to look for ways to advance
and integrate new technologies into its
designs.
“We have taken the traditional 2D
design into the third dimension, added
visualization and animation, and are

HARRY PRATT

ROBERT COCHRAN

now using gaming platforms to present
our designs to our clients, contractors
and the general public,” Allen & Hoshall
president Harry Pratt said. “Undertaking
projects in this way cuts down on the
time spent in the planning and schematic design phase. It also minimizes
change orders and construction delays
and ultimately reduces client risk during

Colonial Hills Church, which is currently under construction in Hernando.

Allen & Hoshall developed a 3D modeling tool which shows clients what's inside
walls, helping them visually understand how mechanical systems integrate with
each other.
(Allen & Hoshall)

Service and Good Work.
Facility Design
Civil Engineering
Surveying
Transportation
Natural/Water Resources

www.pickeringfirm.com

Service and Good Work. That was our
founder’s philosophy over 70 years ago.
A lot has changed since that time in
terms of technology and industry
practice. Our commitment to providing
innovative solutions to complex
problems, however, has not.
Neither has our dedication to providing
design sensitive to the impact on the
long-term health and wellbeing of our
clients, employees, community and
environment. Today, professionals at
Pickering Firm are dedicated to this
tradition of excellence in all that we do.

construction.”
C. Robert Cochran, Allen & Hoshall
senior vice president and civil engineer,
said the firm has found success developing complex 3D models as a construction
tool that helps contractors and maintenance workers get a better understanding
of a project, for example, by turning walls
transparent to see the building’s structural, mechanical and electrical components
interact with each other.
“We put it in a bite-sized format that’s
easy for a contractor, builder, or stakeholder to run on their own computer and
manipulate objects,” Cochran said.
Cochran said he got the idea to build
the 3D models, which are created using a
video game engine, from watching his son
play Minecraft.
“He was able to build these amazing
worlds just using simple blocks structures,” he said. “So we’re using similar
products to create the design of our
product.”
In addition to changing the opacity of
the walls, Cochran said clients can remove
the building’s ceiling or walls to get a better view, view underground components,

turn the lights on and off, rearrange furniture options, and more.
“We’ve noticed that helps even when
talking to stakeholders because you don’t
have to have an intimate knowledge of
plans and you don’t have to flip through
five or six pages of technical details,”
Cochran said.
Most importantly though, he said that
when the models are designed early on in
the process, they can minimize construction risks.
While Cochran said similar technologies are being used in larger cities such
as New York, San Francisco and Chicago,
he does not know of any other firm in the
Memphis market that uses 3D modeling
in this manner.
“Personally, I believe that the merging of architecture, engineering, movies
and video games are getting mashed together,” he said. “You’re seeing projects
now that have a feature trailer about how
the building is going to look. The younger
generations have lived on video games
their whole lives and they understand this
3D world more. I really think it’s going to
go forward in the future.”
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Looney Ricks Kiss: Memphis-Grown
Urbanism Spurs World-Class Design
influence in every one of our offices,” he
said.
“Creating that strong sense of place is
something that LRK has been doing since
day one,”
said Krissy Flickinger, an LRK sustainability expert who was responsible for the
LEED Platinum certification of Crosstown
and other projects nationally.
Flickinger, who worked on both The
Hotel Chisca and The Tennessee Brewery
adaptive-reuse projects in Memphis, sees
them as interesting to consumers because
of their history. “People really are seeking
out buildings with character, and those
buildings have great stories behind them,”
says Flickinger. “It really coincides with
people and the architecture industry as
well,” she adds, noting that employees are
looking to work for companies that have a
social equity and environmental responsibility bent.
“Did we do it or did it just happen to us,”

says Ricks, describing how LRK developed a
passion for making spaces good for people
and the neighborhoods that surround
them. “Every city, every neighborhood we
work in, we’re learning about what people
want and about the market,” he adds.
Crosstown Concourse, which holds
the distinction of being the world’s largest LEED platinum building for historic
adaptive reuse, is just one of the many
large-scale projects benefiting from LRK’s
integration of collaboration, innovation,
and value creation in designing spaces.
For Ricks, making places desirable and for
a mixture of people are vital for building
community.
“At the end of the day, it’s about what
makes people want to be there,” says Ricks.
“I feel like we’re not just drawing a building,
we’re helping our clients decide what they
want to do with the funds they have, and
hopefully, we’re creating a better city, a
better neighborhood, a better block.”

(From left) Mike Sullivan, Frank Ricks and Krissy Buck Flickinger, all principals at
Looney Ricks Kiss. The architecture firm has won many awards this year, including
the grand prize at the Congress for the New Urbanism’s Charter Awards.
MELINDA LEJMAN
Special to The Memphis News

Crosstown Concourse, a gem of mixeduse urbanism and historic redevelopment,
has recently been honored with a spate of
awards for its design and innovation. These
include the grand prize at the Congress for
the New Urbanism’s Charter Awards, and
the 2018 TN Governor’s Environmental
Stewardship Award. Additionally, Crosstown received the 2018 Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
Platinum certification, the highest level of
LEED certification available.
The team behind this award-winning
design is Memphis-based architecture firm
Looney Ricks Kiss (LRK), which has expanded nationally since its founding in the early
1980s. What some Memphians consider a
household name due to its contribution to
Harbor Town and design of the ballpark
district Downtown is also responsible for
projects such as The Gulch, a mixed-use
LEED-certified community located on
the border of Nashville’s business district,
as well as the complete transformation
of an 1,100-acre Navy base into the new
urbanist center of Baldwin Park Village in
Orlando, FL.
“We were just thinking we’ll try this
for a while and see if it works,” says Frank
Ricks, one of the firm’s three founding
partners. More than 30 years later, the
firm continues to take on projects ranging
from commercial to residential and across
all scales with a passion for projects that

focus on how human beings interact with
and within a space.
“We don’t chase projects, but we do try
to get involved in projects that have some
sort of catalytic component,” says Ricks.
“What started out as just a ballpark became a mixed-use, urban-redevelopment
strategy that had a pretty significant role
in elevating Downtown in the following
years,” he added, speaking of the 25-acre
development around Toyota Plaza.
The “Better Together” vision of Crosstown Concourse and its green design pairs
well with the firm’s focus on a holistic approach to projects, which has been a niche
of theirs from the beginning.   
“We inherently fell into placemaking
because of the integration of all of our disciplines,” said Mike Sullivan, the principal
partner for the firm’s studio in Baton Rouge,
La. “For us, it’s utilizing all the aspects and
talents of our firm so that we’re touching
every level of detail on a project. We’re creating place; we’re not just doing a building.”
Sullivan also credits the firm’s “growing
up” in Memphis and its culture of collaboration with its ability to reach beyond the
Delta. “We’re not just Memphis, we have a
much deeper bench,” says Sullivan. “People
are surprised when they see the number
of whole communities that we’ve masterplanned and participated in,” he says.
One of the ways LRK has been able to
deepen its bench geographically is due to
the collaborative effort of both the people
that come to work at the firm and the
culture that’s a part of every LRK studio,
according to Sullivan. “There’s a Memphis
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WHERE THE JOBS ARE
How Memphis schools are rethinking career and technical education

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

O

ut of more than 15,000
Shelby County Schools
students who took some
kind of career and technical education, or CTE,
courses in the 20152016 academic year, only 1 percent –
roughly 150 – completed those classes to
get some kind of work certification.
“The data was really shocking,” SCS
superintendent Dorsey Hopson said of the
basic finding the school system’s CTE task
force released last year. Now that information is driving significant changes within
the school system of 110,000 students.
“That’s really the best objective evidence as to whether somebody is workready,” Hopson said as the 2017-2018
school year ended in May. “They are going
to increase that this year to 350 to 400,
which is better, but still.”
In the gap between spring break
and the end of the school year, SCS was

we’re doing is just making sure that we are
supporting kids who are already in programs that will be phased out. And then for
new kids that are coming in, making sure
that they get the classes that are connected
to the path.”
MAPPING A BETTER PATH
The 2017 report is blunt about the state
of career and technical education in a city
whose leaders routinely talk about thousands of unfilled existing jobs and the need
for career and job certification to be just as
important as the pursuit of college degrees.
“Schools are offering multiple CTE
courses, but have very few program completers – four courses in a sequence and
graduates,” the report reads. “Based on
course offerings, there is a lack of focus
on pathways that are driven by economic
demand and student career interest. The
majority of students are in business and
human services pathways, which is not

The prospect of losing more cosmetology classes has brought parents, students
and teachers to school board meetings in
recent months to complain.
“There’s never really been a serious
consideration for just eliminating it altogether,” Hopson said.
SCS board member Stephanie Love
is among the alumni of the cosmetology
program.
“That is a business. That is entrepreneurship,” Love said during a board discussion in April. “There are children who
have pretty much told us they are not going
to college, ‘So what else is it we can do?’”
She also questioned the motives for
deciding which programs are reduced
or phased out and which ones become a
priority.
“It seems that when we get to the majority of our African-American children,
we tend to eliminate,” she said. “But for
children of other races, we seem to find a

New CTE spaces at Ridgeway High, left, and Sheffield Career and Technical School, right, are among the push for more focused
career and technical education pathways in Shelby County Schools.
(Shelby County Schools)
upgrading and restoring some CTE classrooms at several schools as the system
adds about 40 to 50 CTE courses that correspond to “pathways” – a narrower group
of career and technical training programs
based on available jobs in the Memphis
economy and the areas likely to be growth
areas for jobs.
“Things won’t really look a whole lot
different next year because we’re doing
this bridge year,” Hopson said of the
academic year that begins in August. “We
didn’t want to go in and gut stuff. So what

aligned to labor market demands in manufacturing, architecture, health science, information technology and transportation.”
The human services area includes
fashion design, nutrition services, early
childhood development, and cosmetology
and barbering. Hopson says the cosmetology and barbering program is the most
popular category within human services.
Fourteen cosmetology classes were
offered system-wide last year, though
two or three are being eliminated in the
coming year because of low enrollment.

way to make things happen.”
School board member Kevin Woods,
who until recently was director of the
federally funded Workforce Investment
Network, said there is a “mandate” to follow the jobs in CTE.
WIN is among the organizations pushing for a better alignment of education
within SCS and elsewhere to meet the job
demand.
“This is the part where it starts to get
a little bumpy, where it starts to impact
adults and your email box may get full and

we may get a little cold feet,” he said in
response to Love. “Yet, I can find a barber
on every corner.”
Woods said he wasn’t totally discounting Love’s argument that cosmetologists
and barbers run their own businesses.
“But you walk into that field without
health care (insurance),” he said. “What’s
a hard decision is looking these kids in the
eye, knowing they are in a program that
does not lead to a job.”
The back and forth has been enough
that Hopson slowed the transition last
year to talk more about what the changes
will include.
Those who complete cosmetology
and barbering courses in high school
often don’t have the certification they
need to walk right into a job out of high
school. And Hopson acknowledges that’s
because of barriers in the structure of the
program, even if students are able to stick
to the pursuit.
“A kid may be in CTE and they would
have a business class one year and a culinary arts class another year,” he said.
“Those were good skills to have, but you
are not staying in it long enough to truly
master the craft.”
For barbering and cosmetology, it
comes down to “seat time” – time working
with actual clients.
“There are so many hours you have to
actually practice. It’s almost impossible
for a kid to have a full-time day at school
and then get that seat time,” Hopson said.
One solution might be a lab session on
weekends to get the practical experience
required for certification.
“It’s just disheartening when you’ve
got these very talented kids and they would
be great barbers and great cosmetologists,”
he said. “But then, even after putting forth
four years and learning their craft, they
still have to go back and pay tuition to go
to barber college or cosmetology school.”
There is also a transition for teachers
of CTE pursuits that would be phased out
over a period of several years.
“We want to honor the teachers who
are in these roles right now. We don’t want
to just throw anybody out,” Hopson said.
“You could have been great at your craft
for 30 years and you are an expert, but if
you don’t meet the state licensure require-
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ments, it creates challenges in
terms of you being able to teach
the class.”
Meanwhile, Hopson could
ask the school board for approval
of CTE laboratories or centers at
Whitehaven High and Overton
High later this summer or in the
fall.
“These are schools where
there is already a high concentration of kids who are involved
in CTE,” he said. “A lot of these
kids, if we don’t have the right
class, they have to get on a bus
to a CTE center. And we’re trying to cut that back as much as
possible because we’re talking
about losing an hour and a half
from instruction for travel back
and forth.”
NOSTALGIA AND
WHAT’S NEXT
The task force that authored
the 2017 report sent review teams
to evaluate CTE programs at eight
high schools SCS selected as representative of the entire district.
The review teams found
“at least one program with either equipment out-of-date or
safety issues or both,” at each
of the high schools, according
to the report. And five of the
eight schools had programs that
“did not have adequate technology available.”
Nostalgia for body shops,
old-school shop classes and
1970s-era vo-tech (vocationaltechnical) centers also remains a
constant feature of citizen comments at school board meetings.
The images and ideas go
back to a time when kids whose
parents worked in factories were
encouraged to take a job opportunity, even if it meant dropping
out of high school and getting a
GED later.
What some regard as the peak
of vo-tech education was just
ahead of the death of a large part
of post-World War II manufacturing in Memphis – much of it in
areas where schools stood in the
shadows of the plants.
The school system – which
was then Memphis City Schools
– established vocational education centers at a handful of high
schools.
“And when they did that, they
didn’t have all of these academic
standards and No Child Left Behind,” Hopson said.
The vo-tech programs at
Northside High School – which
closed two years ago, long after
its auto body shop and printing
shops were mothballed – were
brought up by those opposed to
the school’s closing. And Northside still looms large in the discussion about technical education, then and now.
Hopson says those facilities
bore the brunt of school system
budget cuts, including those in

Paige Porter, a student in the Moore Tech school of welding, practices plasma cutting on a steel sheet.

2008 when the Memphis City
Council dramatically cut SCS
funding.
But other factors have been
at play, too.
“I also think that the enrollment trends and patterns are
so different now than they were
20 years ago,” Hopson said. “I
remember when Northside had a
full auto body shop in the school.
But when you have 200 kids and
you’ve got to over-allocate just
to have basic courses, you can’t
really afford it.”
Population shifts and courses
that don’t align with job trends
help to feed what Hopson acknowledges is a stigma. Three
of the Republican contenders
for Tennessee governor, Randy
Boyd, Bill Lee and Diane Black,
have been vocal about that as
well.
Boyd is the former commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development and the force
behind the Tennessee Promise
program, while Lee owns a mechanical contracting firm in
Franklin that employs 1,200. Both
have talked of CTE centers on
high school campuses or at least
near them.
Black, a U.S. congresswoman
who represents a mostly rural
area east of Nashville, also talked
about perceptions about technical training and education.
“I think we put too much
emphasis on college,” she told
a Memphis homebuilders group
in February. “We’ve said every-

body’s got to go to college, and
if you don’t go to college, by the
way, you are somehow not as
worthy as somebody else who did
go to college,” she said. “I run into
people who are not equipped to
go to college.”
Rhodes College president
Marjorie Hass has said she understands the need for career
and technical education. But she
says the transition from technical
schools to liberal arts colleges like
Rhodes needs a lot of work to be a
realistic move for many students.
She says liberal arts educations like the ones offered at
Rhodes are also on the receiving
end of some unfair criticism and
have a role to play in a push for
higher education matching the
economy.
“The problems we face today – whether they are issues of
climate change, whether they
are issues of how our economy
will thrive with the rise of artificial intelligence – any of those
difficult problems, there is no
single discipline that will have
the answer to those,” she said in
February. “You need to be able to
think very broadly.”
THE RIGHT SKILLS MATTER
Hopson and school system
leaders are wrestling with the
nuts and bolts of where to put
CTE. “The sweet spot is probably
somewhere in between really
investing and really focusing like
they did 20 years ago,” he said.
“Or narrowing the focus and tailoring it and aligning it to where

the jobs are likely to be.”
Even Moore Tech, Memphis’
oldest ongoing technical school,
resists nostalgia, despite the Poplar Avenue location’s industrial
look next to the old Tech High
School campus.
Moore Tech, a nonprofit
whose origins date back to the
Great Depression, is not part of
SCS.
Its wide windows in classrooms facing Poplar Avenue
look in on spaces made for heavy
machinery and large tools in jobs
that were labor-intensive.
Today the big spaces engulf
clusters of students learning how
to work on smaller machines that
control larger ones. The schematics used aren’t diagrams of
a single apparatus but diagrams
of how one machine controls
another – in general terms.
Moore Tech president Skip
Redmond still remembers starting the job several years ago and
cleaning out an area with an
abundance of vacuum cleaners in
various stages of disrepair or being cannibalized to repair other
vacuums.
Consumers are more likely,
because of the cost, to simply
buy a new vacuum cleaner rather
than have it repaired.
Moore Tech has benefited
from federal Labor Department
grants that have allowed it to
upgrade its technology as leaders
of medical device companies and
the building trades advise on the
hardware and expertise needed.
“In Moore Tech’s history, this

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

is kind of a first for us,” Redmond
said. “We’ve got more companies
lined up to get students than we
have students graduating. We
desperately need quality students
that are interested in immediately working, especially working
without debt right after they get
out of college.”
In many cases, he said, those
students have already begun
working in some role with the
companies that will hire them
after they graduate.
In an evolution of several
years, there has been an either-or
attitude at times toward where
workforce training should take
place – at schools or at the workplace.
Redmond said the answer
is both.
“We’re going to train mechanics. But when they go to
work for Acura, they are going to
have to have specific training for
that manufacturing company,”
he said. “They need somebody
that doesn’t have to start from
scratch. … We not only teach
them the technical skills but we
teach them soft skills.”
That includes expecting they
will pass a drug test before they
are hired. Moore Tech does random drug testing on its students
“basically to get them to understand,” Redmond said.
“We don’t kick them out,”
he said. “But we do allow them
to understand that’s what the
industries nowadays are doing.
They need to understand what it
takes to be employable.”
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Bike-Share Program
Exceeding Expectations
In Memphis

One month after launching in Memphis, the Explore Bike Share program is showing signs of success.
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)

TONI LEPESKA
Special to The Memphis News

And we’re rollin’!
The new bicycle-sharing system introduced a month ago is exceeding expectations and fueling hopes that Memphis is
on a revolutionary pathway to improve
health and community connectivity.
Explore Bike Share released statistics
Wednesday, June 20, that revealed nearly
3,000 residents and visitors have taken
6,423 rides since the system was rolled
out in May. About half the trips were
completed by the 544 monthly or annual
members that signed on for repeat use.
“We weren’t sure how quickly we’d
see positive ridership trends,” said Trey
Moore, executive director of the nonprofit, Explore Bike Share, which launched the
60-station, 600-bicycle system after two
years of preparation. “This shows Bike
Share is something the city embraces.”
To access bicycles, individual users
pay $5 for a 60-minute ride and redock
bicycles at a destination station. Riders
also may pay $15 for monthly use or $120
for annual use.
Explore Bike Share solicited the input of residents, business operators and
neighborhood and community organizations in conceiving of the sharing system.
They submitted thousands of suggested
points for bikes, but funds limited sites.
So far, bicyclists have covered 26,078
miles between the 60 stations that span
Downtown, West Memphis, South Memphis, Cooper Young, Orange Mound and
Crosstown.
Officials plan to expand the system’s
range in 2019 with the help of a congestion
mitigation and air-quality grant from the
Department of Transportation. Explore
Bike Share hopes to put stations at col-

lege campuses such as the University of
Memphis, Christian Brothers and Rhodes
College, Moore said, and into additional
neighborhoods.
The organization’s mission is to improve health, culture, transportation and
tourism in the city. One way to do that
is to provide affordable rental bicycles –
pedal power.
According to the first month of statistics, riders burned an estimated 1.09
million calories on the bicycles. The total
carbon offset was 26,078 pounds.
Overton Park topped the most popular stations with about 400 trips while the
east Big River Crossing came in at second
place. Beale Street Landing, Court Square,
Crosstown Concourse, Memphis Park,
Loflin Yard, Front and Beale, Hudson
Transit Center and South Main and Talbot finished out the top 10 most popular
spots.
The figures reveal Overton Park bicycles are used throughout the day and evening while there’s a spike during the late
afternoon and evenings at the Big River
Crossing stations. Explore Bike Share took
advantage of the Big River Crossing trail
and installed stations on each side of the
river and one at the Pancho’s restaurant
at the trail terminus, Moore said.
The Court Square location appears
to be getting a good mix of users from
out-of-towners and from local Downtown
workers. Explore Bike Share expects additional data to eventually provide a clearer
picture of use based on residency. Given
that visitors to the city would be more
likely to be single-time users, officials believe use is strong by visitors, Moore said.
Asked about what Explore Bike Share
officials learned the first month, Moore
cited the best ways to educate city resibike-share continued on P23
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MEMPHIS BASKETBALL

City, Players Eager for Penny’s
First Memphis Hoops Season
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

The first game in the next University of
Memphis college basketball season is still
more than four months away. But what’s
four months when you’ve been waiting
four years, or maybe even longer, for Tiger
basketball to feel whole again?
The hiring of native son and former
Tiger great/NBA star Penny Hardaway did
exactly what everyone knew it would: gave
the city a jolt, restored hope and started the
clock on returning glory to the program.
Hardaway has been on the job since
March, but now the excitement spreads
beyond the famous coach and the fans who
saw him play back in the day.
Players, both the hotshot recruits that
Hardaway brought in – most prominently
homegrown freshmen talents Alex Lomax
and Tyler Harris – and the returning players
feel the anticipation, too.
“I get a lot of love when I go out around
town. It’s a happy mood,” Lomax said.
“You feel it going to the store,” said
senior guard Kareem Brewton Jr. “People
come up to you and say ‘I can’t wait. I’ve
bought my season passes.’ ”
Said Harris: “It’s been mind-blowing …
we walk out there and it’s like we’re stars.”
They are stars. Maybe not in the sense
that they’ve made a college All-American
team like their coach did or that their names
are often spoken on ESPN. Not yet, anyway.
But to be a Tiger basketball player in this
town is to be accorded automatic respect
and a certain celebrity status. Or at least that
had been the case until recently.
Tubby Smith managed to win more
games than he lost here, but the program
lost relevance under his watch. Fans
stopped coming to games, with season tickets last season falling to just over 4,100 – a
48-year low. Many long-time fans no longer
even knew when the games were.
And in many cases, they didn’t really
know the players wearing the uniform.
Meanwhile, players became all too accustomed to looking at rows of empty seats
in the lower bowl of FedExForum while
entire sections in the upper bowl were left
unoccupied.
“It was bad last year,” said forward
Kyvon Davenport, one of five seniors held
over from Smith’s last squad. “We felt we
could have way more (people) because we
were winning. But this will be great … we’ll
get more energy from the fans who are more
involved in the game.
“It’s going to be a new experience for
most of us because we’ve never had that

Penny Hardaway has brought renewed interest and hope in University of Memphis men’s basketball, not only among fans but
also new recruits and returning players.
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)

Tigers senior guard Jeremiah Martin (3) and other returnees have welcomed Hardaway’s faster style of play.
(File/Cal Sport Media via AP Images)
many people watching us.”
All of which can only help inspire the
players as they put in their work this summer. Yes, they get to practice in the gleaming new Laurie-Walton Family Basketball
Center on south campus; if you have to
practice, better to do it in a virtual palace.

Still, it’s work. There is a new system
to learn and a new coaching staff with
Hardaway and fellow ex-NBA players Mike
Miller and Sam Mitchell (also a former NBA
coach) and Penny’s old backcourt mate
Tony Madlock, who most recently was
interim head coach at Ole Miss.

So there is excitement building internally, too. The returnees from last season
have welcomed the faster style of play that
this staff wants, making the game more
like the NBA and, in senior guard Jeremiah
Martin’s view, less predictable.
“It’s easy to scout a team when they
run the same plays all the time,” Martin
said, referencing the sets used last season.
“Coaches and teams catch onto you easy.”
But don’t be misled: Playing fast and
spacing the court does not mean Hardaway
will give anyone a moment’s free pass on
defense. To the contrary, players say the
emphasis is on defense first and that sweat
and equity are synonyms in their new head
coach’s world.
“He said he can’t be wasting his voice
on playing hard,” Martin said. “Has to come
natural, something we have to do every day
and has to be in us.”
If it is, the offense should flow. So imagine it: The Memphis Tigers are flying up and
down the floor, digging in on defense, and
spreading the wealth on offense.
On the court at FedExForum, a Tigers
player won’t have time to glance up in the
stands to see how many fans are there.
Then again, he won’t need to because he’ll
hear them.
“I visualize all the time,” Harris said. “In
the gym shooting, I’m thinking, ’15,000.’ ”
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MEMPHIS BASKETBALL

U of M Basketball Sees Boost in Ticket Sales
PETE WICKHAM
Special to The Memphis News

Mark Cockerell saw his fill of
University of Memphis basketball last season – and admitted it
wasn’t on his nickel.
“Went to almost all the games
with tickets I got at work,” said
Cockerell, who works for FedEx.
“There were always lots of unused
tickets floating around.”
On Friday, Cockerell spent
a hot late afternoon in the cool,
quiet of FedExForum, ready to
lay down some cold cash for the
upcoming season of Tiger hoops.
He wasn’t alone. A steady stream
of fans showed up for the U of M’s
pick-a-seat day, looking over the
stock of seats still available.
“Figuring those tickets won’t
be so easy to get this year. They’ll
get put to use for clients and
customers, and that’s how it
should be,” said Cockerell, after
he paid for his two seats – with
the requisite donation to the Tiger

University of Memphis men’s basketball fan Justin Cook (right)
stands with Will Price as he searches for season ticket seats for
the 2018-2019 season. Cook has been a season ticket holder
for 11 years. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
Scholarship Fund. “It’s going to be
exciting to see.”
This is just another reason the
case could be made that the university made one of the greatest
“Penny” stock investments in history. Well, Penny Hardaway. Since
being named the team’s head

coach this spring, the former AllAmerican and NBA All-Star has
wildly lifted the hopes of a fan base
that watched the program atrophy
through the end of Josh Pastner’s
tenure, and Tubby Smith’s uncomfortable two-year stay.
University officials told the

school’s board of trustees earlier this month they expect ticket
sales and donations to increase
by $4.5 million in the upcoming
fiscal year. This comes after hitting rock bottom with an average
attendance of 4,583 last season for
a team that won 21 games – but
extended the Tigers’ postseason
drought to four years.
“A lot of people stood with us
and are happy they did,” said Dr.
Adam Walker, senior associate
athletic director for development.
“Because a lot of people who came
back couldn’t get the seats they
once had. Maybe there’s some
remorse that maybe they gave up
their seats the last couple years,
but they’re glad to be back.
“We’re less than five months
away from the start of the season,
and excitement is already very
high,” Walker said. “Folks want to
get on, they probably need to give
us a call soon.”
Most of the available seats in
the lower bowl have been sold,
with club level getting thin as well.

Those seats carry heftier price tags
– from $600 to $2,700 along with
donations of $525 to $2,350 going
to the Tiger fund. The first 15 rows
of the upper level go for $200 for
the 18-game slate, with varying
small donations to the fund. Seats
above that are $100 for the year,
with no donation.
“We’re running out of seats in
the lower bowl, and are working
our way through the club level.
The first couple of rows in terrace
are already gone,” Walker said.
Dr. John Ford of Germantown
and his wife, Anita, were looking
to see if club-level corner seats
would be a comfortable fit.
“We first had tickets in 1987,
when we were dating,” Ford said.
“It was back at the (Mid-South)
Coliseum, when it was tough to
get a ticket.”
Anita Ford said she liked Tubby Smith, and said he did a good
job coaching his team. But she
says the couple didn’t attend a
basketball continued on P29

Next Inning for Jason Motte? Teaching Players at U of M
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
With former St. Louis Cardinals closer
Jason Motte joining the University of
Memphis baseball program as director of
player development, a review is in order.
If you’re a student of Cardinals World
Series history, you probably remember the
highlights of their victory over the Texas
Rangers in 2011. Down three games to
two in Game 6 at Busch Stadium, David
Freese provided the heroics with a twoout, two-run triple in the bottom of the
ninth inning to tie the score at 7-7 and
rescue the Cardinals.
Then with the scored knotted at 9-9
in the 11th, Freese finished the job with a
game-winning home run for a 10-9 win.
The next day in Game 7, Motte got the last
three outs in a 6-2 victory and the Cardinals had another world championship.
But it was the 10th inning of Game 6
that is memorable for Motte. With one
out, the Rangers’ Josh Hamilton smacked

a two-run homer off him for a 9-7 lead.
Maybe you remember that, too. But do
you remember the danger that still remained in that inning with two outs still
to get?
Mitch Moreland and Adrian Beltre followed Hamilton to the plate and they had
hit a combined 48 home runs during the
2011 regular season. Motte retired them
and the inning did not completely unravel,
leaving an opening for Freese’s clutch hit.
“I thought, ‘That stinks,’” Motte said
of his mindset in the moment. “Now can I
get the ball back and get the next guy out?
What has happened in the past doesn’t
matter. It’s over.”
What Motte is saying is not a revolutionary thought. No doubt, the young
Memphis Tigers pitchers have heard
something similar. But not from a world
champion who had to back up the idea
with his actions, get the outs to get his
team back in the dugout with a chance.
Motte pitched nine years with the Cardinals, Chicago Cubs, Colorado Rockies
and Atlanta Braves and saved 60 games,
including a National League-leading 42
in 2012. He also saved eight games in the
postseason for St. Louis.
Tigers head coach Daron Schoenrock
believes Motte can make “an immediate

impact” on the program. One reason? The
path he took, getting drafted as a catcher
out of Iona College in 2003 and converting
to pitcher in the minors a few years later.
The 6-foot, 205-pound right-hander
had the arm for it, touching 101 mph from
the mound during his big league career
and consistently throwing in the high 90s
before Tommy John surgery cost him his
2013 season.
But Motte will be the first to say velocity isn’t everything. His first couple of years
in the majors all he had was a fastball. And
as he notes, it didn’t move like Mariano
Rivera’s cutter.
“It was a pretty straight pitch,” he said.
“I learned early that getting ahead and
location is key. Big league hitters, they can
time up a bullet.”
The numbers on the radar gun might
be different, but the same principle
applies in college baseball. Center-cut
fastballs with good velocity, especially
minus an effective secondary pitch, will
get squared up.
Motte considers himself fortunate
to have had many resources during his
time with the Cardinals, from manager
Tony La Russa and pitching coach Dave
Duncan to fellow pitchers that included
Chris Carpenter and Jason Isringhausen.

Then at spring training, he could tap into
the knowledge provided by legends such
as Bob Gibson, Red Schoendienst, Lou
Brock and Ozzie Smith.
“They’re Hall of Famers and they
were still learning things about baseball,”
Motte said.
So, while he figures he has things to
teach in his new role, he also knows the
learning never stops. Motte and his wife,
Caitlin, started a foundation with the tagline “Let’s strike out cancer” several years
ago. They and their two children live in
Memphis, and Motte’s association with
the Memphis baseball program began in
2010 as he started doing offseason workouts at the Tigers’ baseball facility.
So this position is a case of right place,
right time.
“I’m doing this to be around the game,
help develop guys as players and people,”
said Motte, who just turned 36. “It’s a
chance to get my feet wet, see if this is
something I want to pursue more.
“I’m right where I need to be.”
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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T E N N E S S E E T I TA N S

5 Questions to Ponder Before Titans’ Camp
JOHN GLENNON
Correspondent

In a little more than a month, the Titans will take the field for their first training
camp under head coach Mike Vrabel.
There’s an air of anticipation surrounding the team as it comes off backto-back winning records for the first time
since 2007-08.
But there’s also the uncertainty of how
long it will take the Titans to master the
schemes of its new coaching staff.
Here are five key questions facing
the Titans as they prepare for that first
training-camp practice on July 26:
Will changing Marcus Mariota’s
stance pay dividends?
One of the more intriguing storylines of
this offseason has been quarterback Marcus Mariota’s efforts to change his base
– his stance prior to throwing the football.
The Titans’ new coaching staff and
Mariota agreed that Mariota sometimes
– especially when pressured or moving in
the pocket – used too narrow a base, his
feet too close to one another before he
threw. He then had to spread his feet out
again before throwing, meaning it took a
split second longer to complete the entire
process.
Titans quarterbacks coach Pat O’Hara
says the change to a wider base was more
of an enhancement for Mariota than it was
a major overhaul.
“If you throw from a certain position in
a perfect environment when your feet are
right, why be narrow and then have to get
to a position of throwing?” O’Hara asks.
“Time is so valuable when you’re in the
pocket and you’re on the platform trying to
deliver the ball with the speed of the game.
“It’s just a slight improvement we’re
trying to make with Marcus. So far, so
good.”
Mariota felt he made progress with the
new stance during OTAs and mini-camp.
“Absolutely, it’s something that I’ve
really kind of stressed, even before OTAs
started,” Mariota adds. “It’s nice to be able
to come out here and to see it when you’re
going through plays. It’s easy when you’re
out there and you can do it during a drill,
but once things are flying around and
you’ve got to go through (a) progression,
(it’s different).
“Being able to see how my body reacts,
and seeing that I do have that base, it gives
me confidence to continue to work on it.”
How are the team’s top two draft picks
progressing?
Much is expected of the Titans’ top two
draft picks – inside linebackers Rashaan
Evans and outside linebacker Harold
Landry – after the team traded up to select
both.
Vrabel says he likes Evans’ work ethic,

his enthusiasm for learning and his leadership skills, but that Evans still has plenty of
work ahead of him if he wants to become
a starter.
“I think he’s got a lot to learn,” Vrabel
said. “I think he’s conscientious. He’s
not where he needs to be to start for our
defense and that’s OK. We haven’t played
a game yet.
“Whether it be Rashaan (Evans) or
Harold (Landry), as long as these guys are
coming out each day and they’re getting
better at something, that’s what we’re
worried about and I think they have. I
think he’s improved but we all have a long
way to go.”
Landry will be counted on to bolster
the Titans’ pass rush after totaling a
combined 21.5 sacks during his final two
seasons at Boston College.
Landry is learning, among other skills,
to vary his pass-rushing moves. He relied
primarily on his speed around the edge
– along with the “rip-and-dip” move – to
attack quarterbacks in college, but will
need to bring more to the table as a pro.
“You have to have your go-to, don’t
get me wrong,” Titans outside linebackers coach Shane Bowen points out. “But
I think in this league, the athleticism of
the tackles and everything those guys are
taught (makes a difference), especially
the guys that have played a long time in
this league.
“They have their tricks, too, so just being able to throw something else at them,
have a change-up here or there, that’s
something (Landry) definitely needs to
work on.”
Can the wide receivers overcome
their lack of experience?
As matters stand now, three of the Titans’ top receivers – Corey Davis, Taywan
Taylor and Tajae Sharpe – each have just
one year of experience. And all three will
be learning a new offense under Vrabel
and offensive coordinator Matt LaFleur.
Sharpe caught 41 passes as a rookie in
2016 (he missed last year due to injury),
Davis snared 34 last season and Taylor
caught 16 last season.
Will they be ready to make more contributions in the coming season? Expectations are highest for Davis, who was the
fifth overall pick in the 2017 draft.
Vrabel says it’s no easy task for receivers to transition from the college ranks to
the NFL these days.
“I think the coverages change in the
NFL,” Vrabel said. “I think there’s so many
more coverages that teams run. You look
around college, some teams will just be a
‘cover-four’ team, or some teams are just
‘cover-two.’ (The wide receivers) kind of
know exactly what they’re getting, as opposed to when they get into the NFL, there
could be a number of different coverages
and a number of different disguises.
“I think that as a receiver, you go from

Former Tampa Bay Buccaneers offensive guard Kevin Pamphile gives the Titans
options at guard and tackle, both of which he can play. He could be called upon if
Taylor Lewan’s holdout extends into the season or if Jack Conklin needs more time
to recover from knee surgery.
(Jeff Haynes/AP Images for Panini)
knowing exactly what coverage you’re going to get to, ‘Man, I don’t know,’ a couple
strides into my route.”
To give the receivers a boost, Mariota
plans to gather the group in the coming
weeks to go over routes, work on timing
and craft chemistry before training camp
begins.
How good can the Titans’ secondary be?
For the first time in a while, the Titans
will go into training camp with their secondary looking like a real strength.
The biggest change during the last
couple of years has been at cornerback,
where the Titans have added key free
agents Logan Ryan and Malcolm Butler, as
well as draft pick Adoree Jackson. Another
young drafted cornerback, LeShaun Sims,
has made significant progress in two years
and should make some key contributions
as well.
Vrabel liked what he saw from this
group in OTAs and mini-camp.
“I go home and I think, ‘I really hope
they’re this good,’ ” Vrabel says. “It’s tight
coverage.
“Here’s what I like. I like when I see
individual drills and then I watch practice
and I see the same drill, the same movement in the drill translate in practice,
whether that be a pass-rush drill, a blocking drill, a coverage drill, a break-and-drive
drill.
“Then I know we’ve got the right staff,
that we’ve got the right guys that are trying to give players skills needed to win
in football, to do their job, to give them
confidence to do their job. I have seen
that and we need to continue to see that.”

Then there’s the safety position, where
Kevin Byard tied for the NFL lead in interceptions last season (eight) and earned
All-Pro and Pro Bowl recognition.
“I think success breeds success,” Titans defensive backs coach Kerry Coombs
says. “They want to get better. They’re
hungry for it.
“I don’t find anyone comfortable with
where they are. I find everyone really
passionate about getting better, which is
exciting. That’s what I see in Kevin.”
Will Taylor Lewan be on the field for
the start of training camp?
Lewan surprised many by skipping the
Titans’ mini-camp last week.
Whether the move was his idea or –
more likely – his agent’s, it was designed
to send a message to the team’s front office
that contract talks weren’t progressing
fast enough.
Lewan is entering the fifth and final
season of his contract.
There’s no question the Titans want to
re-sign the two-time Pro Bowler. But given
the fact this contract may make Lewan the
NFL’s highest-paid left tackle, it’s one that
could take some time to craft.
It’s not a catastrophe if Lewan isn’t on
the field immediately at the start of training camp, but it does become a concern.
Remember that Lewan, like the rest of the
team, is learning a new offense, so every
day’s practice is valuable.
In addition, his absence would soon
become a distraction, especially given
the fact the Titans’ other starting tackle
– Jack Conklin – is recovering from ACL
titans continued on P23
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COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

Enthusiasm Not Enough
To Turn Tennessee Blue
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

Genghis Grill and Which Wich founder Jeff
Sinelli has experienced his share of career
ups and downs. Columnist Michael Graber
shares what Sinelli learned along the way
– and how he’s trying to make the world a
better place.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Philanthropy has its similarities and differences across cultures. Longtime Memphis
volunteer Cynthia Magallon Puljic shares her
observations on nonprofits and fundraising
within the Latino community with columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw.

TRICIA WARREN

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Marketers must up their technology game as
artificial intelligence platforms like Alexa and
Google Assistant offer new opportunities to
add value to their brand. Tricia Warren suggests ways to engage consumers and keep
up with the competitive voice-command
device generation.

LANCE WIEDOWER

THE DAILY TRAVELER

Travel columnist Lance Wiedower revisits
San Juan, Puerto Rico, solidifying an admiration for the island and its spirit to keep going
despite the devastation of Hurricane Maria.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Only one-third of the world’s population is
financially literate. Ray and Dana offer tips
to manage your money more effectively
and emphasize the importance of financial
education.

Tennessee’s legislative Democrats are
eternally optimistic. They don’t have much
choice but to look on the bright side with
75-24 and 28-5 deficits in the House and
Senate.
So when they put a nearly full slate of
candidates on the ticket for November’s
general election – about 110 districts – and
say they’ve got a good chance of picking up
seats, they almost have to be taken with the
proverbial grain of salt.
Sure, they could win a handful, yet they
could lose a handful as well.
As they enter the fall race, Democrats
may feel like they have morality on their
side as they clamor for a softer stance on
immigration, increased education funding
and expanded Medicaid using federal tax
dollars funneled from Tennessee to Washington, D.C., and nationwide.
“Up and down the ticket, we have
opportunities to elect more Democrats
on Nov. 6, and when we do that, we envision a brighter future for all Tennesseans:
where our children have the opportunity
to receive a high-quality public education
that fits their vision of the future; where
everyone can afford health care and
medicine and has access to a doctor and
a nearby hospital in case of emergency;
and where a growing economy creates
good-paying jobs and the opportunity to
retire with dignity and security,” Tennessee
Democratic Party Chair Mary Mancini says
in a statement.
That sounds great.
But even as hordes of people descend
on the state Capitol each session screaming
for better health coverage and better treatment of immigrant students, those stances
aren’t translating into votes, especially in
rural Tennessee.
Abortion restrictions, uninhibited guncarry rights and an all-out war on illegal
and legal immigration apparently trump
Democrats’ hot-button issues, even though
Medicaid expansion and more state education funds would probably help most of
rural Tennessee.
Thus, aside from two or three seats that
could flip to Democrats this fall, the most
likely chance for a “blue wave” to hit Tennessee will come with two former Nashville
mayors riding the surfboard: Karl Dean and

Phil Bredesen.
Political scientists John Geer of Vanderbilt and Kent Syler of Middle Tennessee
State University both say they believe
Democrats have their best chances in
these races.
Geer seems a little more certain Tennessee could see a national blue tide come
here because of historical precedent,
saying Democrats should expect a “small
advantage.” Syler notes it’s too early to tell,
but he gives Dean and Bredesen the best
shot at success.
“The Democrats were fortunate to find
good candidates to run for governor and
U.S. Senate, and in a statewide election
they have some opportunities because it’s
not so gerrymandered or self-gerrymandered like a lot of the state House and state
Senate districts are,” Syler points out.
“Unfortunately for Democrats, there
just aren’t that many (competitive) House
and Senate seats. There are some, but it’s
less about candidates than it is largely this
urban-rural split.”
Despite Democrats gathering steam
with more than 30 wins in special elections
since President Donald Trump’s 2016 win,
Tennessee is so pro-Trump it’s “a little
insulated” from a Democratic tide rolling
through the state, Syler adds.
Plus, with Trump’s antics shifting daily,
if not hourly, people won’t be able to make
a decision – especially independents – until
the final days of voting.
Sure, the economy is humming along as
the summer begins, and Trump holds sway
among Republican ideologues with the
Singapore summit bringing something of
a denuclearization promise from the “little
rocket man,” these matters could well be
forgotten by early November. But then,
we should know whether a trade war over
Trump’s tariffs has driven up U.S. prices
and put people out of work.
A poll from Morning Consult and POLITICO shows 70 percent of Republicans
and 49 percent of independents believe the
Trump-Kim summit was successful, while
only 38 percent of Democrats thought it
turned out well.
A 41 percent plurality of voters see
Trump more favorable in the summit’s
wake, in contrast to 17 percent who view
him less favorable, according to the poll.
Thirty-six percent of independents have
a better impression of the president compared to 17 percent who see him as less
favorable.
On the other hand, 55 percent of voters say North Korea isn’t likely to get rid of
nuclear weapons following the summit,
according to the poll.

Your source for accurate and unbiased
real estate data you can trust.
www.ChandlerReports.com

The question is whether Tennesseans
will remember the summit even took place
in five months.
By that time, Trump is likely to move on
to some other matter, maybe even rounding up children of illegal immigrants going
to Metro Nashville Public Schools and
putting them in tent camps – not just those
caught crossing border illicitly.
The analysis
House Democrats draw much of their
enthusiasm and optimism from Minority
Leader Craig Fitzhugh, a Ripley banker
who knows what it’s like to be the House
majority leader and remains upbeat even
against long odds in the superminority.
As he faces Dean in the August Democratic primary, Fitzhugh even has some
ammunition in the former Nashville
mayor’s alleged use of federal flood-relief
money for the design of Ascend Amphitheater rather than for helping people rebuild
their homes after the 2010 disaster.
Still, Fitzhugh remains a long shot to
win, mainly because of financial resources.
He ain’t poor, but it takes a million bucks to
win a gubernatorial race. And Dean will be
able to draw on support among independents statewide and his own bankroll to go
up against the last Republican standing.
(We’ll leave that one for another analysis
coming soon.)
In a way, Fitzhugh mirrors the plight
of the Democratic Party in Tennessee – a
holdout from the days it controlled the
House and Senate and was strong in rural
Tennessee, long before Democrats were
forced to take a stand on state income
taxes, Barack Obama, same-sex marriage
and Insure Tennessee.
And even though Fitzhugh takes a
practical stance on most issues, sometimes
being practical isn’t good enough to win at
the ballot box in a state that started turning red about 20 years ago. In Tennessee
you’ve got to cater to voters who see life in
black-and-white terms with no in-between
on abortion, immigration and marriage.
So while Tennessee Democratic candidates have plenty of enthusiasm and
energy, they’ve got to learn to play the
game, because Republicans will say and
spend whatever it takes to win.
That’s how they play, and that’s why
they’re just as optimistic they will turn back
a “blue wave” this fall.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News,
Knoxville Ledger and Hamilton County
Herald. He can be reached at sstockard44@
gmail.ccom.
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LeChelle Davenport has been named
director of financial aid at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center.
Davenport brings more than 15 years of
financial aid, compliance and management experience, including experience
in higher education and the private sector. She most recently served as director
of financial aid operations at Midwest/
Delta Technical Colleges.
Lyndsay Pittman has been named registrar at the University of Tennessee
Health Science Center. Pittman most
recently served as registrar at Oklahoma State University in Oklahoma
City. In her new role, her duties include
implementing academic policies, managing the student record database and
handling the distribution of all formal

bike-share continued from P18

dents and others about the program.
“We’re learning every day,” he
said. “This is a new opportunity for
Memphis.”
The most effective educational
tool, Moore said, is utilizing partners
who are rooted in the neighborhoods.
In turn, the partners provide insight
into what will work in their specific
neighborhoods.
CLTV or, “The Collective,” which
helps provide platforms for AfricanAmerican artists in Memphis, is one of
Explore Bike Share’s partners. CLTV is
working with Melrose High School stu-

bird continued from P9

istration were already working on
a shared mobility ordinance before
Ingram pitched the idea. The day after
the pitch, the wheels were turning and
talks were underway at City Hall earlier
this month.
“We seized this opportunity in a
week,” Conrad said. “A lot of homework
went into making this happen.”
Memphis’ involvement comes after
some complaints in other cities about
the scooters being left to block public
sidewalks. The company has responded
with a pledge here and in other cities

titans continued from P21

surgery and may well start training camp on the physically unable to
perform list.
Dennis Kelly is obviously the
team’s third tackle, but another player
worth remembering is Kevin Pamphile, who was signed by the Titans
as a free agent. He’s versatile enough
to play both guard and tackle, and
Pamphile has plenty of experience – 33
NFL starts, including 29 the last two
seasons in Tampa Bay.
“Yeah, someone like him, who’s so
flexible, he’s definitely a big security
blanket,” Titans offensive line coach
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student academic records.
Lara Long has joined Financial Federal
Bank as loan administrator in its Memphis headquarters. Long most recently
served as lender assistant at Guaranty
Bank & Trust since 2014, where she prepared and analyzed loan applications,
collateral and documents on behalf of
lenders. In her new role, her primary
responsibilities include processing and
preparation of consumer and commercial loans, renewals and modifications
on behalf of the bank.
Joshua Phillips has joined Sullivan
Branding as a senior art director. Phillips has more than eight years of experience developing branding and print
design for a wide variety of clients. He
has worked both in-house and on the
agency side in the business-to-busi-

dents who will be providing public art
at bicycle stations in Orange Mound in
the fall after participating in workshops
and meetings where residents provide
input into what they’d like to see.
“So they’ll look like they belong,”
Victoria Jones, CLTV executive director
said of the bike stations, “and not just
dropped off.”
Jones believes the bicycle sharing system will bolster community
accessibility, and residents will learn
“neighborhoods that are close by but
don’t seem that close” will indeed be
closer with bike use.
One bicycle-sharing station is in the
parking lot of Memphis Made Brewing.

where it operates to round up all of
its vehicles at night for charging and
maintenance.
That is to be done by a group of
people paid per scooter that Bird officials were talking with Thursday as
the announcement of the “shared
mobility” service was being made by
city leaders.
Meanwhile, The Financial Times
reported this week that Bird is raising
$300 million in new funding through
venture capital firm Sequoia Capital
that would put the value of the company at $2 billion.
Bird’s Memphis operations are

Keith Carter notes.
“He can go in and play both guards,
both tackles. And so that’s a big plus
for us, and then, he still has an opportunity to compete inside and see how
far he can take it.”
Adds Vrabel: “The more positions
you can play up front the better, because you get thin on gameday, really
(you have) seven or eight offensive
linemen on game day. His versatility
has certainly shown up, and he’s made
his presence known.”
Reach John Glennon at glennonsports@gmail.com and follow him on
Twitter @glennonsports.

ness, logistics, health care, agriculture
and retail sectors.
Mid-South Food Bank has added three
new members to its board of directors:
Keith Payet, CEO of UnitedHealthcare
Community Plan of Tennessee; Brent
Corin Johnson, a dentist with Firestone Dental Group; and Janet Brueck
Lang, district sales manager for Natus
Neurology.
Spotlight Productions and Trust
Marketing & Communications won
a bronze Telly award in the Local TVGeneral Public Service/PSA category
for the city of Memphis’ “Fed Up” antigun crime campaign television commercial. It is Trust’s first Telly Award.
The competition drew more than
12,000 entries from all 50 states and
five continents.

The Cooper-Young business has a bikefriendly designation from The League of
American Cyclists. Andy Ashby, brewery co-founder and vice president, said
a lot of the users seem to be headed for
Overton Square. He’s observed a shift
in Memphis over the past few years as
more bicycling infrastructure has been
introduced.
“It’s something that Memphis
needs,” Ashby said. “It’s an inexpensive
transportation option for a variety of
people, and it’s good exercise. Every
time we get new bike lanes or additional
Greenline, people respond to that. A few
years ago, you ride a bike in Memphis,
you’d take your life in your hands.”

starting with a fleet of 200 scooters in
Cooper-Young, Midtown, Downtown,
South City and Uptown.
The agreement includes $1 per
scooter per day going to the city to build
more bike lanes and infrastructure as
well as promote safe riding. The city
puts out no money for the venture.
The scooters, which are activated
through an app, cost a base fee of $1
per ride, plus 15 cents a minute.
The scooters travel at about 15 miles
an hour. Signing up for the app includes
the option of getting a free helmet. Helmets are not required by Tennessee law
but are recommended by the company.

FedEx continued from P8
“It allows us to leverage the vast
array of capabilities including air and
ocean forwarding, supply chain and
fulfillment services, cross-border capabilities, 3D printing and customized
transportation solutions across the full
global portfolio of FedEx,” Subramaniam said. “In effect, FTN becomes the
forced multiplier for our business as our
customers benefit from differentiated
solutions for the supply chain needs.”
FedEx also reported a $133 million,
or $0.49 per diluted share, tax benefit
from foreign tax credits associated with
the company’s offshore operations.

elections continued from P11

healthcare, illness and disease issues in order
to yield a better outcome.
We passed the SOFTWARE Act to expand
opportunities for rural hospitals healthcare
providers, access to telemedicine, tracking
genetic information, and remote monitoring
to patients who are homebound. This marks
the way forward as MHealth apps allow you to
measure calories, track exercise, sleep, heart
rate and other vitals.
Sadly, infant mortality has been an issue
statewide, particularly in Memphis. We continue to improve prenatal education plus access to drug treatment and recovery programs
for expectant mothers and babies born with
addiction to ensure that mothers and children
can stay in treatment and recovery programs.
The Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act 2.0, which I introduced, along with
Senator Portman, will also provide necessary
resources.
Further, we should expand Medicare Advantage for seniors because it provides more
choice and options.
Expanding Health Savings Accounts, Association Health Plans and Across State Line
purchase will allow Tennesseans more flexibility when it comes to their health insurance.
These are provisions I will continue to support
as your senator to give you more choice and
options for achieving better health outcomes.
Philip Bredesen,
Democrat
If you’re like me, when
you hear something repeated enough times, you
stop paying attention. It’s
like that with statistics
about the poor health of
Tennesseans; we’ve all
BREDESEN
heard them enough times
to block the message out.
But here’s a fresh way to look at our health.
The average lifespan of a Tennessean right
now is 76.3 years. Imagine for a moment that
Tennessee is a country instead of a state.
Where would the country of Tennessee rank
among all the countries in the world? The answer is 50th. That’s just a number; what does
it mean?
One of the things that it means is that Mexico ranks above Tennessee in average lifespan.
If you live in Mexico – with its poverty, its far
more primitive health care system, its drug
gangs – you can still expect to live longer on
average than you will in Tennessee. The same
is true in Panama. Or Costa Rica. Or Albania.
The reasons for this are not rocket science. The big three killers in Tennessee are
heart disease, respiratory disease and cancer.
These are deeply linked to obesity and smoking. Tennessee ranks in the US Top 10 in both
our smoking and obesity rates.
Changing our smoking, eating and exercise
habits will be hard and personal responsibility
will have to take the lead. Beyond personal responsibility though, there are many ways that
the federal government can make a difference.
For example, the cholesterol-lowering
drugs called statins (think Lipitor) are inexpensive and have proven their ability to reduce heart attacks. And yet, extrapolating from
national averages, there are about 850,000
Tennesseans who would meet the standard
for taking statins, but who are not doing so.
An effort to increase the use of statins through
strategies such as eliminating copays or transitioning statins to over-the-counter (nonprescription) status could save many lives and
health care costs as well.
Strategies like these are ones I want
to work on in the US Senate, and I’m applying for the job.
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Council Approves 13-Year Contract With
MRPP, Makes End-of-Fiscal-Year Moves
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis City Council members gave the Memphis River
Parks Partnership a 13-year contract to manage and operate the
city’s riverside parks Tuesday,
June 19, with a 10-year renewal
option.
The MRPP, which until earlier
this year was the Riverfront Development Corp., sought a 10-year
contract with the city in order
to promote the stability of the
organization in drawing private
and philanthropic funding for the
city’s riverfront plan.
“I’m conveying what funders
are telling me,” said MRPP president Carol Coletta. “'Are we in
full partnership with you to do
this project?’ It’s a big project and
we are asking them to invest big
dollars.”
She said the donors and
philanthropies are specifically
mentioning the 50-year contract
Shelby County government has
with the Shelby Farms Park Conservancy to manage and operate
the East Memphis park.
The council changed the proposed 10-year term to 13 years
because that’s when the term

ends for the Tourism Development Zone for the Downtown
area. The TDZ produces most
of the public money involved in
the plan from sales-tax revenue
generated Downtown.
Council chairman Berlin Boyd
said he didn’t want to make it
more difficult for future council
members to change course if they
felt they had to.
“For the sake of opportunities,
I just want to make certain we
have the wherewithal to make a
decision and determination if we
see fit,” he said.
Council attorney Allan Wade
said the council still approves
funding on an annual basis for
the MRPP.
“Most contracts that we have
are subject to funding and without
funding, they don’t do anything,”
he said.
The MRPP contract was one of
more than a dozen items added to
Tuesday’s agenda as city government worked to close the books
on the fiscal year that ends June
30. Tuesday's meeting was the last
of the fiscal year.
The contract with the MRPP
takes effect July 1.
The council also approved:
• $246,605 to fund renovations
at the Orange Mound Community

Service Center.
• $360,000 in funding for a
loan to help a new grocery store
open in the old Kroger location
at Southgate shopping center that
closed in February. The loan is for
point-of-sale equipment only including cash registers and is part
of a plan by Belz Enterprises, the
owners of Southgate, to recruit a
grocer to the location. Belz also is
seeking a 15-year tax break that
the board of the Economic Development Growth Engine was to
vote on Wednesday.
• $909,402 to Memphis Housing Authority for “critical issues.”
The MHA is running a deficit in its
operations.
City chief financial officer
Shirley Ford said the funding
comes from various surpluses as
the fiscal year nears its end.
The council also approved
on the first of three readings
Tuesday an ordinance that sets
ground rules for “shared mobility”
businesses like Bird scooters and
Explore Bike Share. The council
amended the first-reading version to include “trikes,” a kind of
three-wheeled bicycle for adults.
It also gave formal permission
for the administration to enact
temporary rules until the ordinance is approved on third and

final reading next month.
After an hourlong debate and
discussion, the council delayed a
decision on an appeal of a two-lot
development on East Erwin Street
south of the intersection with
Princeton Avenue until its first
meeting in July.
Some nearby homeowners
are appealing the decision by the
Land Use Control Board, which
approved the infill development.
It is the latest dispute over
infill development the council has
fielded, including the approval of
two historic districts in CooperYoung and Speedway Terrace
earlier this year.
Boyd said he was “on the
fence," adding that the controversy is part of a larger discussion
about growth in development in
Memphis. Boyd is a partner in a
Midtown multi-family development on Madison Avenue west
of Avalon.
“When your city starts to grow
these are the heartaches that
we have to deal with. The one
thing that we need is more infill development opportunities
throughout the city of Memphis,”
he said. “We’re dealing with these
historic districts. But if you look
at the history of what happens to
the areas beyond historic districts

– property values increase, neighborhoods become more vibrant
and successful and it creates more
opportunity.”
Council member Patrice Robinson said she had questions
about the balance between existing communities and new development.
“It’s so important for us to
preserve the value of our homes,
the communities in which we
live,” she said. “But we don’t want
to give up on those projects. What
we heard the community say is
they are afraid their community
is about to change.”
Council member Kemp Conrad attempted to find a compromise in council chambers
between developers and the
homeowners opposed to the
project. But the compromise got
sidetracked when some neighbors
said they were opposed to two
homes on the lot while others appeared open to a setback for both
houses similar to what exists in
the neighborhood.
“I thought there was compromise going on,” Conrad said
of earlier talks and then the turn
to whether there should be two
houses or one on the site. “I
don’t know how you compromise
on that.”
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 20, 2007,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
26, 2007, Document No. 07002928,
and modified on September 13, 2017,
Document No. 17005665 in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Fayette
County, Tennessee, executed by John
S. Jumper, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold Weiss as
Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for
Pulaski Mortgage Company, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on July 10, 2018 on
or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 5, Canterbury Estates Subdivision, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Book 7, Page 97, in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 65 Canterbury
Lane, Eads, TN 38028-3567
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JOHN S. JUMPER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 161726
DATED June 12, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 15, 22, 29, 2018 Fnn13835
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 21, 2018 at 1:00PM local
time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Dena
Berryhill, to Minor, Johnston & Douglas,
PC, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for American Financial
Resources, Inc. on June 21, 2011 at
Instrument No. 11003537; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Fayette
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the

covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
LakeView Loan Servicing, LLC, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Commencing at a found pipe at the
intersection of the south line of
the James Bruce Cocke and wife,
Marjorie S. Cocke property recorded
in Book 153, Page 272 and an east
line of the Joseph S. Thornton and
wife, Cherybe H. Thornton property
recorded in Book 347, Page 348;
thence South 00 degrees 04 minutes
51 seconds west with an east line of
said property recorded in Book 347,
Page 348, 1282.71 feet to a set
1/2” rebar with plastic cap and the
point of beginning; thence south 89
degrees 55 minutes 09 seconds east
across the Charles G. Hillard and wife,
Wanda Faye Hilliard property recorded
in Book 252, Page 257, 785.67 feet
to a set cotton picker spindle in the
centerline of existing pavement of
Lester Road; thence southwardly with
the centerline of existing pavement
of said Lester Road the following
calls: south 17 degrees 22 minutes
14 seconds east, 93.06 feet; south
13 degrees 42 minutes 59 seconds
east; 99.46 feet to a set cotton picker
spindle in the south line of said property recorded in Book 252, Page 257;
thence south 89 degrees 27
minutes 51 seconds west with the
south line of said property recorded in
Book 252, Page 257, 25.68 feet to a
set 1/2” rebar with plastic cap in the
east line of the Charles G. Hilliard and
wife, Wandy Faye C. Hilliard property
recorded in Book 195, page 287, said
point being in the west line of said
Lester Road (25’ from centerline);
thence southwardly with the west
line of said Lester Road the following
calls; south 13 degrees 42 minutes
59 seconds east, 11.84 feet; south
05 degrees 48 minutes 55 seconds
east, 92.00 feet; south 01 degrees
29 minutes 22 seconds west, 106.21
feet; south 08 degrees 48 minutes
07 seconds west, 45.38 feet to a set
cotton picker spindle; thence north
89 degrees 55 minutes 09 seconds
west across said property recorded
in Book 195, Page 287, and the
Charles G. Hilliard and wife, Wanda
Faye C. Hilliard property recorded
in Book 196, page 546, 815.09
feet to a set 1/2” rebar with plastic
cap in an east line of said property
recorded in Book 347, Page 348;
thence northwardly with an east line
of said property recorded in Book 347,
Page 348 the following calls: north
00 degrees 14 minutes 19 seconds
east, 245.31 feet to a found axle;
north 00 degrees 04 minutes 51
seconds east, 194.38 feet to the
point of beginning and containing
8.25 acres of land.
Street Address: 240 Lester Rd,
Somerville, Tennessee 38068
Parcel Number: 096 031.17
Current Owner(s) of Property: Dena
Michelle Berryhill
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
240 Lester Rd, Somerville, Tennessee
38068, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced prop-

erty to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Dena Berryhill, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-115829
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13836
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on July
9, 2018 on or about 1:00PM local
time, at the Main entrance (North Door)
of the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, conducted by the
Substitute Trustee as identified and set
forth herein below, pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by CHARLES D. CARTER
AND JENNIFER CARTER, to Michael T.
Bates, Trustee, on September 6, 2006,
at Record Book T1772, Page 637-648
as Instrument No. 06016218 in the
real property records of Madison County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: HSBC BANK USA N.A.,
AS TRUSTEE ON BEHALF OF ACE SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST AND FOR THE REGISTERED
HOLDERS OF ACE SECURITIES CORP.
HOME EQUITY LOAN TRUST 2007HE1 ASSET BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
BEING Lot No. 73 in Section V-C of

Hunters Green North, Deer Creek North
Development, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 6, Page 82, in the
Register`s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, reference to which plat
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot showing its
location and the length and direction
of its boundary lines.
Being the same real property conveyed
to the grantees herein by deed appearing of record in Deed Book 683,
Page 680, in the Register`s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee
Tax ID: 331 A 61.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: CHARLES
D. CARTER AND JENNIFER CARTER
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 42
Goldfield Cv, Jackson, TN 38305, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: OCWEN
LOAN SERVICING - JUNIOR LIEN AND
WOMAN`S CLINIC
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee
Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 18-000359-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
June 8, 15, 22, 2018
Fnn13823
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated May 7, 2009, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded May 14, 2009,
in Book No. T1858, at Page 747, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Kimberly Sutherland Hardin and Marty
Allan Hardin, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,

P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., will, on July 12, 2018 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer
for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Being Lot Number One Hundred
Twenty-one (121), Phase I, McClellan Place, a Plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 8 at Page 196
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 91 Larkwood Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305-7542
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
KIMBERLY SUTHERLAND HARDIN
MARTY ALLAN HARDIN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 302079
DATED May 31, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 8, 15, 22, 2018
Fnn13828
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
July 12, 2018 at 10:00AM local time,
at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Taja M. Sanders,
to Charles H. Byrd, Sr., Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Franklin American Mortgage Company,
a Tennessee Corporation on August
12, 2011 at Book T1909, Page 1674,
Instrument No. 11009181; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake in the north
margin of Lilac Lane at the southwest
corner of Lot No 43 of the Edenwood
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 1, page 265,
in the Reg1Ster’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, said stake also
being 122 feet west of the west margin of Edenwood Drive, runs thence
in a northern direction with the west
margin of Lot No 43 and lot No 42,
a distance of 143 feet to a stake,
thence in a southwesterly direction
131 feet to a stake in the north margin
of Lot No 45 and at the southeast
Continued on Page 26
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corner of the lot sold to Troy Smith
by deed recorded in Deed Book 211,
page 102, in said Register’s Office,
thence 1n a southeasterly direction
143 feet to a stake in the north margin
of Lilac lane, said stake being 20 feet
west of the southeast corner of lot
No 45, thence in an easterly direction
with the north margin of Lilac Lane 90
feet to the point of beginning, being a
portion of lots No 44 and 45 of said
Subdivision
BEING the same real property conveyed to Taja M Sanders by deed of
record in Deed Book 709, page 1830
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 69 Lilac Ln, Jackson,
Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 066M A 020.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Taja
M. Sanders
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 69
Lilac Ln, Jackson, Tennessee 38301,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy, the
legal description herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Taja M. Sanders,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure

deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113407
June 8, 15, 22, 2018
Fnn13827
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated December 7, 2015, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded December 14, 2015, in
Book No. T2012, at Page 541, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Eddie
R Blaylock, conveying certain property
therein described to Alliance Title &
Escrow LLC as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Michigan Mutual, Inc.,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC, will, on July 26,
2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Property being situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, to wit: Lot 88,
in Section IX, OAKMONT DEVELOPMENT as shown on plat of record
in Plat Book 2, Page 222, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 53 Hurtland Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
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any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
EDDIE R BLAYLOCK
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 330512
DATED May 31, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 8, 15, 22, 2018
Fnn13830
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 30, 2015,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
3, 2015, in Book No. T2004, at
Page 436, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Amanda L. Hart
and Aaron R. Hart, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles
E. Tonkin, II as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Mortgage Investors
Group, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC, will, on August
8, 2018 on or about 1:00 PM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point In the East
margin of the Parkburg Road, said
point Is 141.08 feet South of the
southwest corner of the H.L. Nanney tract; thence North 85° 19.3
minutes East a distance of 274.35
feet to a point; thence south 2 degrees 15 minutes East a distance
of 134.98 feet to a point; thence
South 85 degrees 32.9 minutes
West a distance of 305.51 feet
to a point in the East margin of
said Road; thence North 6 degrees
7.4 minutes East 28.07 feet to the
point of beginning , containing 1 acre

more or less.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 787 Parkburg
Road, Pinson, TN 38366
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
AMANDA L. HART
AARON R. HART
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 330583
DATED June 6, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 8, 15, 22, 2018
Fnn13833
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
July 26, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Johnny
D. Chandler and Bridget Chandler, to
Larry N. Westbrook, Esq., Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Coldwell Banker Mortgage on November
30, 2004 at Book T1632, Page 692,
Instrument No. 04023045; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at an iron pin on the west
margin of Lakewood Drive (25 Feet
at right angles from centerline) at
the southeast corner of Lot No. 157,
Section I, Springbrook Development
Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book
2, Page 171 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee; thence
with the west margin of Lakewood
Drive South 20 degrees 40 minutes
East a distance of220 feet to an
iron pin at the northeast corner of
Lot No. 143; thence with the north
line of Lot No. 143, 87 degrees 44
minutes 20 seconds west a distance
of 140 feet to an iron pin; thence
south 74 degrees 00 minutes 48
seconds West a distance of398.44
feet to an iron pin; thence North 3
degrees 00 minutes West a distance
of 120.74 feet to an iron pin at the
southwest corner of Lot 157; thence
with the south line of Lot No. 157
north 67 degrees 14 minutes 45
seconds East a distance of 489.73
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot No. One Hundred Fifty-five (155),
Section I, Springbrook Development
Subdivision as surveyed by Jim Akin
and Associates July 24, 1998.
Being the same real estate conveyed to the grantor of record in
Deed Book 660 at page 808 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 221 Lakewood Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 23K A 12.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Johnny
D. Chandler
The street address of the above

described property is believed to be
221 Lakewood Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Internal Revenue
Service, Area Director - Compliance;
Asset Acceptance.
The United States Internal Revenue
Service has filed notice(s) of lien at: IRS
Lien in favor of Department of the Treasury filed on November 19, 2012 and
filed on December 3, 2012 at book L58,
page 110 in the amount of $89,750
IRS Lien in favor of Department of the
Treasury filed on April 22, 2013 and
recorded on April 29, 2013 at book
L58, page 1311 in the amount of
$22,033.64 Madison County Registry.
Notice required by 26 U.S.C. § 7425(b)
to be given to the United States has
been timely given. The sale of the land
described above will be subject to the
right of the United States to redeem
the land as provided for in 26 U.S.C.
§ 7425(d)(1).
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Johnny D. Chandler and
Bridget Chandler, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
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Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-115281
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13837
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated September 25, 2007,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded September 28, 2007, in Book No. T1812, at
Page 1790, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Danny L Howell, conveying
certain property therein described to
Trace Robbins as Trustee for Beneficial
Tennessee Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its individual capacity but
solely as owner trustee of REO Trust
2017-RPL1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust
National Association, not in its individual
capacity but solely as owner trustee of
REO Trust 2017-RPL1, will, on July 18,
2018 on or about 1:00 PM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE LOCATED, LYING AND BEING IN THE THIRD CIVIL DISTRICT
OF JACKSON. MADISON COUNTY,
TENNESSEE. AND MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS: Beginning at an iron
pin on the South margin of Ashport
Road (40 feet at right angles
from centerline) at the Northeast
corner of Lot 202, Section XIV,
Northmeade Woods Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 34
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee: thence with
the South margin of Ashport Road
North 89 deg 13 min 52 sec East
a distance of 100 feet to an iron
pin at the Northwest corner of Lot
204; thence with the West line of
lot 204 South 1 deg 36 min 18 sec
East a distance of 207.73 feet to
an iron pin at the Northeast corner
of Lot 214, Section XI; thence with
the North line of Lot 214 South
88 deg 23 min 42 sec West a
distance of 100 feet to an iron pin
at the Southeast corner of Lot 202;
thence with the East line of Lot 202
North 1 deg 36 min 18 sec West a
distance of 209.19 feet to the point
of beginning. Being Lot 203, Section
XIV, Northmeade Woods Subdivision
platted as aforesaid and as surveyed
by David Hall Land Surveying, TN RLS
No. 943, on July 10, 1990.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1546 Ashport Rd,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DANNY L HOWELL
JERRY HOWELL, AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
DANNY L. HOWELL TRUST

ESTATE OF DANNY L HOWELL
HEIRS OF DANNY L HOWELL
THE DANNY L. HOWELL TRUST
JERRY HOWELL
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 324132
DATED June 19, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13840
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 17, 2004,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded January
20, 2004, in Book No. T1551, at
Page 653, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Jerry McKay and
Dorothy J McKay, conveying certain
property therein described to Brent S.
Knight as Trustee for Beneficial Tennessee Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its individual capacity but
solely as owner trustee for REO Trust
2017-RPL1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust
National Association, not in its individual
capacity but solely as owner trustee for
REO Trust 2017-RPL1, will, on July 18,
2018 on or about 1:00 PM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN
THE FIFTH WARD OF THE CITY OF
JACKSON OF MADISON COUNTY,
TENNESSEE, AND MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A
POINT IN THE SOUTH MARGIN OF
MOOREWOOD DRIVE, SAID POINT
BEING THE NORTHWEST CORNER
OF LOT NO. 11 IN SECTION I OF THE
WATT- MOORE SUBDIVISION, A PLAT
OF WHICH APPEARS OF RECORD IN
PLAT BOOK 3 AT PAGE 66 IN THE
REGISTER’S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AND RUNS
THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES 30
MINUTES WEST, WITH THE WEST
LINE OF LOT NO. 11, 160 FEET TO A
POINT; THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES
30 MINUTES WEST 125 FEET TO
A POINT; THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 30 MINUTES EAST 160 FEET
TO A POINT IN THE SOUTH MARGIN
OF MOOREWOOD DRIVE; THENCE
SOUTH 88 DEGREES 30 MINUTES
EAST, WITH THE SOUTH MARGIN OF
MOOREWOOD DRIVE, 125 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, BEING
LOT NO. 12 IN SECTION I OF THE
WATT-MOORE SUBDIVISION.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 86 Moorewood
Dr, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any

priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JERRY MCKAY
DOROTHY J MCKAY
MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
ESTATE OF JERRY MCKAY
HEIRS OF JERRY MCKAY
ESTATE OF DOROTHY J MCKAY
HEIRS OF DOROTHY J MCKAY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 324502
DATED June 20, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13842

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on July 9,
2018 on or about 11:00AM local time,
at the North door of the Tipton County
Courthouse in Covington, Tennessee,
conducted by the Substitute Trustee as
identified and set forth herein below,
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed
by JIMMIE K WHITE AND BARBARA J.
WHITE, to Emmett James House and Bill
R. McLaughlin, Trustee, on August 24,
2001, at Record Book 958, Page 695710 as Instrument No. 13849 in the
real property records of Tipton County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: Regions Bank dba Regions Mortgage, successor by merger
to Union Planters Bank N.A.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:
One lot in the Town of Brighton on
Shiloh Road, being a part of what was
formerly the Pressly Ball Park, further
described as follows: Beginning at a
stake in middle of said Shiloh Road at
southwest corner of Ethel Roachell lot;
thence east with said Ethel Roachell
and Payton Parker and Plummer south
lines 3 chains and 34 feet to a stake
in the said Plummer`s line; thence in
a southwesterly direction 3 chains
and 6 feet to a stake in middle of said
Shiloh Road; thence north with said
Shiloh Road 4 chains and 33 feet to
beginning corner, containing 51/100
of an acre, more or less.
And being the same property conveyed
to us by deed of record in Book 958,
page 693 in the aforesaid Register`s
Office.
Tax ID: 080M-C-001.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: JIMMIE K
WHITE AND BARBARA J. WHITE
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 134
Shiloh Street, Brighton, TN 38011, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,

OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: None
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 18-000036-625
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
June 8, 15, 22, 2018
Fnn13831
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on July
10, 2018 at 10:00AM local time, at
the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Johnny A. Payne and
Felicia D. Payne, to Robert M. Wilson,
Jr., Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as
nominee for Countrywide Home Loans,
Inc. on October 26, 2004 at Book
1171, Page 442; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Bank of America, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 4, Sloan Subdivision, as shown
on plat of record in Plat Cabinet D,
Slide 177 of the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property.
Street Address: 268 Adkins Road,
Burlison, Tennessee 38015
Parcel Number: 054N-A-004.000
Current Owner(s) of Property: Johnny
A. Payne and wife, Felicia D. Payne
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
268 Adkins Road, Burlison, Tennessee
38015, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an

interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Johnny A. Payne and
Felicia D. Payne, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 16-108296
June 8, 15, 22, 2018
Fnn13832
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated November 6, 2009, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded November 9,
2009, in Book No. 1457, at Page 552,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by
Brandon Lee Moore, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles M.
Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Patriot Bank, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on July
24, 2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at
the Tipton County Courthouse, CovingContinued on Page 28
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ton, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 1, Section “A”, Chickasaw Subdivision as recorded in Plat Cabinet
“C”, Slide 146 in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, TN and
being more particularly described
as follows: Beginning at an iron post
in the west line of Starnes Road,
292.02 feet south of the south line
of Munford-Giltedge Road; thence
south 01 degrees, 54 minutes, 15
seconds east along the west line of
Starnes Road, 118.31 feet to an iron
post; thence north 87 degrees, 02
minutes, 02 seconds west, 405.99
feet to an iron post; thence north
05 degrees, 33 minutes, 43 seconds
east, 109.43 feet to an iron post In
the southwest corner of Lot 2; thence
south 88 degrees, 17 minutes, 22
seconds east along the south line of
Lot 2, 391.08 feet to the point of
beginning. There is a 5.0 foot utility
easement along the east line of this
lot as shown on the recorded plat.
Subject to subdivision restrictions
at Book 718, Page 643 and building
lines and easements as recorded
at Plat Cabinet C, Slide 146 of
the said Register’s Office.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 71 Starnes Rd.,
Munford, TN 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
BRANDON LEE MOORE
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 326622
DATED June 18, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13839
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on July
24, 2018 at 10:00AM local time, at
the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Kathleen P. Zelinski and
Edman W. Zelinski, to Jerry DuPriest,
Trustee, as trustee for First State Bank
on July 30, 1998 at Book 835, Page
897; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Terry Dale Hensley 6.0 acres more or
less on the east side of Erwin Road,

in the 12th Civil District of Tipton
County, TN and being more particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the center line
of Erwin Road, said point being the
northeast corner of said Terry Dale
Hensley property (Book 739, Page
459); thence South 71 degrees, 11
minutes, 26 seconds East along the
North line of said Hensley property,
825.40 feet to a point: thence South
42 degrees, 21 minutes, 01 seconds
West, 128.42 feet to a point; thence
South 42 degrees, 13 minutes 52
seconds West, 116.54 feet to a
point; thence South 24 degrees, 10
minutes, 24 seconds West, 107.39
feet to a point in the southeast corner of said Hensley property: thence
North 84 degrees, 06 minutes, 21
seconds West along the South line
of said Hensley property. 669.16 feet
to a point in the center line of Erwin
Road: thence North 09 degrees, 28
minutes, 18 seconds East along the
center line of Erwin Road, 351.40 feet
to a point; thence North 13 degrees,
55 minutes, 27 seconds East along
the center line of Erwin Road, 48.40
feet to the point of beginning.
According to survey of Tidwell Surveying Company, LLC, Tn R.L.S. #345,
1974 Driftwood Avenue, Memphis, TN
38127, dated July 23, 1998.
And being the same property conveyed to Kathleen P. Zelinski by deed
of record at Book 835, Page 895, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 864 Erwin Road,
Covington, Tennessee 39019
Parcel Number: 016 065.04 T 001
and 016 065.04 T 000
Current Owner(s) of Property: Kathleen P. Zelinski
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
864 Erwin Road, Covington, Tennessee
39019, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Ameriquest Mortgage Company.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Kathleen P. Zelinski
and Edman W. Zelinski, and those
claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid

will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-115077
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13841
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated February 1, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded February
7, 2012, in Book No. 1540, at Page
613, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Steven R. Weatherford and Sharon
K. Weatherford, conveying certain
property therein described to Monte
S. Connell as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for American Mortgage
Services, Inc., its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Ditech
Financial, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Ditech Financial, LLC, will, on July 24, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 155, Section D in Squires
Grove Subdivision as recorded in
Tipton County Register’s Office,
Plat Cabinet E, Slide 81 and being
more particularly described as follows: Beginning at a point in the
northeast line of Madison Drive,
said point being a common corner
of Lots 155 and 156; thence southeastwardly along said northeast line
a distance of 183.64 feet to a corner
of Lot 154; thence northeastwardly
along the line dividing Lots 155 and
154 a distance of 314.87 feet to a
point; thence northwardly a distance
of 52.98 feet to a corner of Lot
156; thence westwardly along the
line dividing Lots 156 and 155 a
distance of 321.06 feet to the point
of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 214 Madison
Drive, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior

liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
STEVEN R. WEATHERFORD
SHARON K. WEATHERFORD
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 329195
DATED June 21, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13843
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 19, 2004,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
26, 2004, in Book No. 1129, at Page
326, and modified on in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by David Bartlett
and Toni Bartlett, conveying certain
property therein described to Diane
Slack And Todd Goodhart as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Fieldstone Mortgage Company, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by U.S. Bank National Association,
as Trustee Successor in Interest to
Bank of America National Association as
Trustee Successor by Merger to LaSalle
Bank National Association, as trustee
for Structured Asset Investment Loan
Trust Mortgage Pass- Through Certificates Series 2004-6.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee Successor in
Interest to Bank of America National
Association as Trustee Successor by
Merger to LaSalle Bank National Association, as trustee for Structured
Asset Investment Loan Trust Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates Series 20046, will, on July 18, 2018 on or about
9:00 AM, at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee,
offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre- approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lying and being in the Eighth Civil
District of Tipton County, Tennessee,
and thus described; Being Lot #25
of Hilltop Subdivision as shown by
plat of subdivision recorded in Plat
Book 1, Page 67 in Register’s Office of Tipton County, Tennessee:
Beginning at a stake in the east
right-of-way of Hilltop Drive, said
stake being the northwest corner
of Lot #25, now being described,
also being the southwest corner of
Lot #24, owned by James Vaughn;
thence with the east right of way
of the road, south 3º east 200.00
ft. to a stake at the northwest
corner of Lot #26, owned by Taylor;
thence leaving the road, north 71º
10 min. east 277.50 feet to a stake
at the northeast corner of Lot #26,
also being the northwest corner of
Beatrice Brown; thence with the
north line of Beatrice Brown, north
87° east 251.00 feet to a stake at

the southwest corner of Lot #18,
owned by Scott; thence with the
west line of Lots 18 and 19, north
3° 20 min. west 127.00 feet to
a stake at the southeast corner
of Lot #24; thence with the same
south 87° west 518.20 feet to the
beginning and containing 0.95 acres
more or less.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 369 Hilltop Circle,
Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DAVID BARTLETT
TONI BARTLETT
LVNV FUNDING, LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 330775
DATED June 21, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
June 22, 29, July 6, 2018 Fnn13844

Court Notices
Shelby County
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF
SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
No. CH-18-0740-1
IN RE: CHANTE’ MARIE JONES,
(DOB: February 20, 2018),
A Minor,
LIFE CHOICES OF MEMPHIS, INC.,
Petitioner,
vs.
DERRICK ROSS and ANY UNKNOWN
FATHER,
Respondents.
It appearing from the sworn petition
for termination of parental rights filed
in this cause, that the whereabouts
of the Respondents Derrick Ross and
Any Unknown Father are unknown and
cannot be ascertained upon diligent
inquiry. It further appearing that conception occurred at a party held at a
private residence in Jackson, Madison
County, Tennessee. It further appearing
that Respondent, Derrick Ross, is an
African-American male approximately
40 years old, 6’0” and skinny, weighing
about 200 pounds. It further appearing
that Derrick Ross reportedly resides in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
It is therefore ordered that Respondents, Derrick Ross and Any Unknown
Father, make their appearances herein
at the Chancery Court of Shelby County,
Tennessee, 140 Adams Avenue,
Memphis, Tennessee on Friday, the
3rd day of August, 2018, at 9:00
a.m. and answer petitioner’s petition
for termination of parental rights or
the same will be taken for confessed
as to Respondents and this cause
proceeded with ex parte, and that a
copy of this order be published once a
week for four consecutive weeks in The
Memphis News of Jackson, Madison
County, Tennessee.
This 25th day of May, 2018.
CHANCERY COURT OF SHELBY
COUNTY
By: Brenda Stallings /s
Kevin W. Weaver
WEAVER & CRAIG, P.C.
Attorneys for Petitioner
51 Germantown Court, Suite 112
Cordova, Tennessee 38018
(901) 757-1700
June 1, 8, 15, 22, 2018 Cnn13822
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events
The Mid-South Transplant Foundation Ride for Life is Sunday,
June 24, at 7 a.m. starting at Memorial Park Funeral Home & Cemetery, 5668 Poplar Ave. The ride is a 25-mile noncompetitive bike tour
through East Memphis and Midtown designed to promote awareness about organ and tissue donation. Kids can also participate in a
1-mile fun ride. Visit midsouthtransplantrfl.racesonline.com for details
and registration.

Barnes & Noble Wolfchase holds its 11th
annual Local-Author Festival Saturday,
June 23, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 2774 N.
Germantown Parkway. Eight local authors
will be on hand to meet customers and
sign books, which will be available for
purchase at B&N. Call 901-386-9445
for details.
A Step Ahead Foundation hosts An
Evening with Dreamgirls Saturday,
June 23, from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at
Playhouse on the Square, 66 Cooper
St. The evening includes pre-show wine,
beer and heavy hors d'oeuvres. Tickets are $45; VIP tickets are $100. Visit
astepaheadfoundation.org.
The Metal Museum hosts an exhibition
reception and gallery talk with “Forge”
curator Delyth Done and several participating artists Sunday, June 24, at 3 p.m.
(gallery talk at 4 p.m.) at the museum, 374
Metal Museum Drive. The exhibition, which
features works by 15 contemporary artist
blacksmiths, runs through Aug. 19. Visit
metalmuseum.org.
One Memphis, a monthly interfaith musical celebration on Beale Street, continues
Sunday, June 24, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in
the Handy Park pavilion, 200 Beale St.
Hosted by the city of Memphis and Beale
Street management, the series spotlights
the eclectic music of local congregations
and religions. Cost is free. Visit bealestreet.
com/onememphis for details.
The Voices of the South Writing Cabaret meets Monday, June 25, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at TheatreSouth, 1000 S. Cooper
St. (in the First Congregational Church
basement). At the start of the evening,
participants receive a writing prompt and
write for an hour, then everyone is given
the opportunity to share what they have
written. Cost is free; one drink minimum.
Visit voicesofthesouth.org.
The Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE)
Awareness Foundation hosts “Reclaiming
Joy Through Prevention and Healing”
Tuesday, June 26, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the second-floor atrium of Crosstown Concourse, 1350 Concourse Ave. The
event is a celebration of the foundation's
work and a welcome for new executive
director Renée Wilson-Simmons. Admis-

sion is free; registration required. Visit
aceawareness.org.
The Beethoven Club Music Series,
featuring a performance by some of
Memphis' brightest college classical
musicians, continues Tuesday, June 26,
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Benjamin L.
Hooks Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave.
The Beethoven Club hosts the series the
last Tuesday of every month. Admission is
free; light refreshments will be served. Visit
beethovenclubmemphis.org.
Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, June
27, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at Pinot’s Palette,
8225 Dexter Road, suite 103. The topic is
The MasterMind Principle, based on the
book “Think and Grow Rich” by Napoleon
Hill. Cost is free. Visit talkshoppe.com.
Vaco Memphis holds its June continuing
professional education seminar Wednesday, June 27, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at
Chickasaw Country Club, 3395 Galloway
Ave. The seminar will cover digital finance
trends, cybersecurity, a tax update and
details on accounting standards updates.
Admission is $75. Visit vacojune2018cpe.
eventbrite.com for details.
Memphis Botanic Garden hosts Botanical Bars: “Gin & JUNEipers” as part of
its 30 Thursday series June 28 at 6 p.m.
at 750 Cherry Road. The evening features
botanically inspired adult beverages,
food, music and more. Tickets are $30
for MBG members and $40 for nonmembers. Visit memphisbotanicgarden.
com/30thursdays for details.
Overton Square will screen “The Sandlot” as part of the free Chimes Square
Movie Nights series Thursday, June
28, at 8 p.m. on the outdoor screen in
the Chimes Square courtyard at Trimble
Place. Folding chairs and blankets welcome; no outside coolers or alcohol. Visit
overtonsquare.com.
South Main Trolley Night will be held
Friday, June 29, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
in the South Main Historic Arts District.
Enjoy art exhibitions, live music, and
shopping as businesses, galleries, restaurants and shops stay open late. Visit
gosouthmain.com for details.

The Weekly Crossword
ACROSS
1 Oscar Madison,
e.g.
5 D.C. office
9 Astrological
transition point
13 Biblical outcast
15 Meditative
exercise
16 Part of A.M.
17 Tequila plant
18 Zorro, for one
20 Skunk
22 Keep in custody
23 Of direct
descent
26 Give and take
27 Circle segment
30 Biased, in a way
32 Water cannon
target
34 Curtail expenses
38 Burrowing
animal
39 Witchy woman
41 Damaged, as a
ligament
42 Kirk's command
44 List of people
46 Like drumbeats
48 Flock member
49 Up and about
52 Embroidered
hole
54 Step-in shoe
56 Pleasantsounding
60 Employeeabetted crime
63 Ready for use
64 Dentist's request
65 Computer
command
66 Mortise's mate
67 Like some tea
68 Two-at-a-time
tow
69 Monopoly
payment

1

2

3

game last year.
They both said the excitement generated by Hardaway’s hiring, the staff he has
put together and a Top 30 recruiting class
– one liberally spiced with local prep stars
– motivated them to get back on the wagon.
As the day wound down, Lawrence
Sharp pulled out his wallet and stepped
back into the Tiger fold after years away.
“Shortly after the Grizzlies came to town
I decided to get season tickets for those

For ticket information, call the U of M
ticket office, 678-2331, the Tiger Scholarship Fund office, 678-2334, or go online to
gotigersgo.com.
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2 Popular building
35 Musical sound
51 Sample
toy
36 Ship's staff
53 Laser printer
3 Birthstone after
37 Where Kilroy
powder
sapphire
was?
55 Doctor's order
4 Cut at an angle
40 Baptism, e.g.
57 Wine's partner
5 Tasty mollusk
43 Cut up
58 Screen symbol
6 "I do", for one
45 Spotted animal
59 Small price to
7 Bygone days
47 Card carrier
pay
8 Frying medium
49 Accused's need 61 Boxer's punch
9 Clickers
50 ____ boom
62 In vitro items
10 Emasculate
11 Composed
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
12 Minimal change
C
L A D
S P A R K
A M I D
14 Cooking
L Y R E
O L D I E
V E T O
directions
A R E A
L A D L E
A M E N
19 Legally prohibit
M I N D S E T
E P I T O M E
21 Charlie Hunnam
C A L U M E T
S O A R
series, "Sons of
I N N
H E A T R A S H
_____"
D R U N K
P O L K A
B O O
24 Waste away
A O N E
C A U S E
S L U M
25 Hold on property
N A N
M A N G E
T H E R E
27 Kind of race
T E E
A M A R A N T H
28 Knee-slapper
T O D O
T O R R E N T
Week of 6/25/18 - 7/1/18
29 Fountain drink
S T U D E N T
L A M P O O N
31 Like O.R .
L U C I D
I N T O
T A R E
A B O V E
S C A R
O M A N
instruments
W A D E R
H E L M
W E L T
33 Scared stiff

SUDOKU

Edited by Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Medium
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1
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7
6 8

HOW TO SOLVE:

3 5
2
3 8

9
16

21
23

49

7

18

20

27

6

15

17

DOWN
1 High-five sound

8

9 8

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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games,” Sharp said. “I was excited that the
NBA was coming to town. But now, Penny
has got people really buzzing. He recruited
great this time, and if he can get that Top
5 class next year like people seem to be
talking about – it’s going to be something
to see.”

by Margie E. Burke
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7
basketball continued from P20
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End of Immigration
Policy is Restoration
Of Law and Morality

the memphis news almanac

June 22-28, 2018
This week in Memphis history:

1993: Memphis premiere at the Orpheum of

T

his isn’t over.
A simple and heartrending edict to separate families
at the U.S.-Mexico border
will prove to be anything but
simple for the White House and Republicans in Congress to reel back in.
Lives already disrupted by the desperation that prompts people to uproot
themselves and flee have been damaged
needlessly. What is most important now is
making sure that children victimized by the
policy separating them from their parents
at the border are reunited.
A signed order from the White House
retracting this shameful policy is just a
beginning.
That’s what happens when those in
positions of power abuse that power, ignore
the law and declare that wrong is right. This
is also what happens when those who are
part of our system of checks and balances
go silent at a critical time with their critical
majorities in the House and Senate.
Illegal immigration and the legal process of seeking asylum puts families at
risk – often separates them – parents from
children – in order to pursue the goal of a
better life. We know this because it’s been
a risk millions of people have taken in legal
and illegal immigration for more than a
century.
So why would our government’s policy
on this ensure that separation? The short
answer apparently is to discourage illegal
immigration from Central America, where
some families are fleeing violence and
repression. Another answer is to use it as a

method of getting funding from Congress
to build a border wall with Mexico.
That would be the same Congress controlled by the Republican Party that by its
votes repeatedly supports the Republican
president, who campaigned on a pledge of
a border wall Mexico would pay for.
None of this can, nor should it, obscure
the fact that children separated from their
parents have been kept en masse in cages
as part of our official response to illegal
immigration. It was not an accident. It was
not a bureaucratic mix-up. It was an official
response that became part and parcel of the
risk and inhumanity that must be why we
seek real solutions to illegal immigration.
This is not just about kids in one cage
and parents in another cage in the same
warehouse. This is about what you can’t
see in the images – the deportation of those
parents without their children. The odds
that those children will return to those parents got longer the moment that happened.
And the U.S. government took an active, even zealous, role in making that
happen. The damage is real and lasting.
And waiting to speak out until the numbers are safe and the outrage is high is just
as wrong as saying nothing.
If your gauge for what is wrong depends
on the political affiliation of those making
this policy a fact of life in America in the 21st
century, the rest of us have to wonder what
else you are willing to back with either your
silence or your cooperation.

What We’re Becoming

DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

WE’VE HIT A WALL.
By the time you read this over breakfast, something may have happened about
all those kids being separated from their
parents at the border and warehoused like
unwanted inventory.
By the time you have lunch, maybe
fewer will be crying behind chain-link
fence walls inside converted big-box retailers, or huddled in tents on parking lots

baking in tropical heat, or on their way to
God knows where while God knows what
happens to mom and dad.
By the time you have dinner, maybe
somebody on TV will tell you that the
problem has been solved and we are
better for the solution; a safer, stronger
nation, a nation of laws and a model for
the world.
And then you should throw up.
Because you did this to those kids. You
and me. We are the United States, and
we kidnapped thousands of children and
held them ransom for a border wall most
of us don’t want while the world watched.
And we lied about it.
We – the official voice of this country – the voice of the majority party that
controls the House, the Senate and the
presidency – said the minority party was
responsible for the reprehensible, strong-

the movie “The Firm” with director Sydney Pollack in attendance. After the premiere, Pollack
acknowledges that he feels some pressure for
the film, starring Tom Cruise and based on a
John Grisham novel, to be a success given the
box office failure of his previous film “Havana.”
The movie departs from the novel in its ending
with a legal resolution that keeps Cruise’s character on the right side of the law. The movie’s
ending is crafted with the help of Memphis
attorney, former Tennessee Attorney General
and U.S. Attorney Mike Cody.

(wikipedia.org)

1978: Tennessee Valley Authority board chairman David Freeman is urging
consumers, including those using Memphis Light Gas and Water utilities, the
TVA’s largest customer, to leave air conditioner thermostats on 78 degrees
for the summer. “Every one of us can help hold down these excess costs by
following the 78-degree standard for air conditioning and by generally avoiding
energy waste,” he says. “When a customer walks into a place of business this
summer and finds it over cooled, he is going to realize that this carelessness is
adding to his own electric bill through higher fuel and purchased power costs
for TVA.” Other tips include cooking meals outdoors.

1976: Bankruptcy auction for Going to Market at Winchester and Ridgeway,
a combination marketplace and concert venue.
On the front page of The Daily News, the Union Planters National Bank Branch
on Mendenhall – Fox Meadows branch has a new way of banking. “The familiar
teller line has been eliminated. Customers will have the choice of carrying out
financial transactions with tellers who are at desks or with automated teller
equipment.” For decades after this – even up to this year – various banks claim
they are the bank of the future for implementing the same basic changes.

arm, heartless tactics at our southern
border.
That was a lie.
We – the man elected to represent us
to the world – said that the choice was
simple and that there was no other choice;
either rip children from their parents or
throw our borders wide open to drug dealers and gang members – referring to those
children and their parents fleeing almost
certain death as an infestation.
That was a lie.
We – the United States of America
– in just the last month – used children
as bargaining chips, blackmailed and
insulted our closest allies, embraced and
legitimized the world’s most dangerous
tyrant, turned Iran’s reactors back on,
and – just this week – withdrew from the
United Nations Human Rights Council.
You and I are on a roll.
When any of us points a finger at
any of the rest of us for any of this, we’re
pointing at one of us. When any of us
rationalize this behavior claiming some
resultant benefit, we claim those crying

children, we salute the likes of Kim JongUn, and we continue to build – literally
and figuratively – a wall between us and
those who used to look to us for guidance
and example, between us and every other
person on earth.
Where we are and where we’re going
isn’t one man’s fault alone. He is who he
is, and even though a majority of us don’t
support his efforts, he’s been enabled by
those who would cling to their power by
cowering to his.
If you don’t think this is who we are,
then you haven’t been paying attention
because this is who we’re becoming.
A woman holding a beacon above
a safe harbor welcoming the world to
freedom is being replaced by a child held
captive and all alone in the world.
I’m a Memphian, and we’re better
than this.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.
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Why the spring of 1968 in Memphis remains relevant

Demonstrators from Memphis and nearby cities march from Clayborn Temple to City Hall to commemorate the sanitation workers' strike of 1968.
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