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Memphis Branch NAACP officers Tami Sawyer, left, Deidre Malone and Earle Fisher stand in front of the iconic “I Am A Man” mural on South Main Street.
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will delve into sculpture; and sixth through
eighth-graders will tackle printmaking.
Thanks to community partnerships,
field trips, supplies and much of the transportation for the camp are free.
Museum and art educators, local artists and a team of Overton High School
art students will manage the activities and
camp schedule.
An art show for all camp attendees and
their families will be held Friday, June 30,
at 2 p.m. in the University of Memphis Art
Department building.

All the News That's Fit to Wear

– Daily News staff

Kresge Foundation Awards
$1.3 Million in Grants

Model Lauren Everett displays a Memphis News-inspired gown designed by AJ Johnson, owner of Gown Design and Construction by AJ Johnson. Johnson, who is also a photographer, created the gown for a fashion editorial.
(A.Johnson Photography)

Memphis Charter Schools
Get $5M in State Grants
Ten Memphis charter schools are getting a $5 million block of grants from the
Tennessee Department of Education.
Tennessee Education Commissioner
Candice McQueen announced the grants
Thursday, June 15, from a pool of $19
million in federal funding the state was
awarded last fall specifically to expand the
number and availability of charter schools
to students.
The money is financial assistance for
planning, program design and the roll out
of new schools.
“These grants will allow more families the opportunity to have high-quality
educational choice for their children,”
McQueen said in a written statement.
These schools are new ventures by existing charter school operators in the city or
new charter operators to the city.
The schools awarded the grants are:
• Artesian-Southwest Early College
High School (9–12)
• Gateway University (9–12)
• Legacy Leadership Academy (6–9)
• Memphis School of Excellence Elementary (K–5)
• Kaleidoscope School of Memphis
(6–8)
• Promise Academy (K–5)
• Memphis Delta Preparatory Charter
School (K–5)
• Memphis STEM Academy (6–8)
• Memphis Business Academy Hickory
Hill Elementary School (K–5)

• Memphis Business Academy Hickory
Hill Middle School (6–8)
– Bill Dries

Alexander Seeks to Extend
ACA Cost-Sharing Payments
U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander of Tennessee called Thursday, June 15, for the White
House to extend temporary cost-sharing
payments under the Obama administration’s Affordable Care Act “at least through
2018 – and probably should go ahead and
do it through 2019.”
“These payments help to avoid the real
possibility that millions of Americans will
literally have zero options for insurance in
the individual market in 2018,” Alexander
said in a written statement. “Republicans
will need to temporarily support some
things we would not normally support
over the longer term – and I would hope
Democrats would do that as well.”
The call by Alexander was also made
last week by House Ways and Means committee chairman Kevin Brady. Alexander
said the action by President Donald Trump
could come through legislation, administrative action or a combination of the two.
The Senate is drafting its own version of
the American Health Care Act, a Republican
replacement for the Affordable Care Act.
– Bill Dries

ArchInc Rebrands, Becomes
Woman-Owned Biz
Architecture, Incorporated has re-

branded as ArchInc – one of several
changes that also includes the 23-year-old
becoming a woman-owned small business.
Valentina Cochran, who has been with
ArchInc for 13 years, is now the president
and majority shareholder for the firm,
which opens it up for opportunities to
compete for minority business contracts.
In addition, Charles “Chooch” Pickard
has joined the organization as a new partner. Pickard, who has two decades of experience in preservation efforts, was an intern
at ArchInc for two summers 22 years ago.
Pickard joins founding partners Joey
Hagan and David Schuermann, along with
Cochran, at the firm.
– Bill Dries

Dixon Hosting Art Camp
For Two Weeks in June
The Dixon Gallery and Gardens is
offering a free summer art camp for firstthrough eighth-grade students who attend
Shelby County Schools in neighborhoods
near the Dixon.
The camp’s main goal is connecting
neighborhood families, students and
schools with the local museum through
art. For the third year in a row, the camp
will take place in facilities of the University
of Memphis.
The 2017 Dixon Art Camp will have two
sessions during the weeks of June 19-23
and June 26-30. More than 100 students
are registered for camp this year.
First- through third-graders will learn
about painting; fourth- and fifth-graders

The Kresge Foundation has announced
that 10 local organizations will receive a
total of $1.3 million in grant support to
boost opportunity for Memphis residents.
The grants range in size from $25,000
to $150,000 per year and are expected to
provide support over 12-24 months.
Kresge prioritized organizations working in the areas of community development, creative place-making, health or
human services that focus on equitable
outcomes for Memphis residents with low
incomes; show evidence of local community support and collaboration with partners; and are multidisciplinary in approach.
The grant awardees and funding targets
include:
• BLDG Memphis (formerly the Community Development Council of Greater
Memphis) – For stabilizing and reinvigorating neighborhoods across the city of Memphis by identifying areas for strategic blight
interventions with the aim of transforming
these spaces into community assets.
• Historic Broad Avenue Arts Association – For developing a strategic action
plan to leverage opportunities for inclusive
development in the Binghampton neighborhood.
• AARP Foundation – For implementing a food prescriptions program in which
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients at community
health centers and hospitals will receive
incentive vouchers for the purchase of fresh
fruits and vegetables in partnership with
Kroger grocery stores, farmers’ markets and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Food
Insecurity Nutrition Initiative.
• Neighborhood Preservation, Inc. –
For launching intensive analysis, policy
reform and practical training to address the
widespread problem of unhealthy housing
conditions in Memphis.
• United Way of the Mid-South – To
support “Driving the Dream,” an effort to
network human-serving organizations so
their collective efforts are person-centered
and provide comprehensive support.
• Klondike Smokey City CDC – For piloting a youth apprenticeship and artisan
development program that will address
youth unemployment and blight using arts,
culture and design approaches.
• Knowledge Quest – To develop an
operating strategy, architectural master
plan and greenhouse for the Green Leaf
Learning Farm, an urban micro-farm, to
increase opportunities for families and
children through sustainable agriculture.
• The Works Inc. CDC – For revitalizing
commercial corridors in South Memphis.
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• Leadership Memphis – To establish
Plant the Parkways, to build and enhance
public space in the core city through neighborhood and communitywide volunteer
support.
• Memphis Library Foundation – To restore the Cornelia Crenshaw and Randolph
branch library facades and public spaces
in neighborhoods through a communityengaged design approach.
Since 2013, Kresge has made investments in Memphis totaling more than
$2.5 million.
– Daily News staff

Gov. Bill Haslam Requests
Federal Disaster Assistance
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam sent a
request for federal disaster assistance to
President Donald Trump Wednesday, June
14, to help Shelby County and 11 other Tennessee counties affected by strong storms
May 27 and 28.
“I believe we have demonstrated to
federal officials the need for assistance exists and if granted will lessen some of the
financial burden on local governments and
utilities that have stretched their resources
in storm response and recovery efforts,”
Haslam said in a statement.
Haslam is specifically asking Trump for
individual assistance in Shelby County that
would allow homeowners and business
owners to request federal assistance once
they have demonstrated eligibility.
Numerous local homes and businesses
were damaged by trees that lost large limbs
or were uprooted by straight-line winds
during the storm.
– Bill Dries

Castle & Cooke Mortgage
Opens Cordova Office
Castle & Cooke Mortgage, one of the
leading independent mortgage lenders
in the U.S., has opened a Memphis-area
branch in Cordova.
Castle & Cooke Mortgage regional
manager Glenn Hodge said it marks a step
in building market share in Tennessee. The
Cordova branch is led by 24-year mortgage
industry veteran John Brawner. The branch
is located at 46 Timber Creek Drive.
– Andy Meek

Renasant Bank to Build
Midtown Branch
The parent companies of Renasant
Bank and Metropolitan Bank, which are in
the process of merging, have announced
plans to build a new Midtown Memphis
bank branch at 2046 Union Ave.
It’s expected to open during the fourth
quarter, after the two banks complete their
merger on July 1. It originally was going to
be a Metropolitan branch location but will
now carry the Renasant banner.
The branch will offer consumer and
business banking, private banking and
mortgage origination, among other services.
– Andy Meek

‘Moonlighting’ Music Event
To Benefit St. Jude
The Tin Roof on Beale is hosting a

multi-band show next month to benefit St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
The “Moonlighting for the Cure” show
is July 15 from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 315 Beale
St. Each act on the bill – such as The Mighty
Electric St. Jude Band and Accidental Field
Trip, among others – features a St. Jude
employee who “moonlights” as a musician.
Admission is by donation only, and all
proceeds benefit St. Jude
– Andy Meek

Agency Earns $15K Grant
For Senior Pet Owners
Mid-South Spay & Neuter Services
has received a $15,000 grant to help offset
surgery costs for spay and neuter surgeries
for senior citizen pet owners. The grant is
from the H.W. Durham Foundation, which
has supported MSNS since 2010.
With 5,235 surgeries performed in
2016, MSNS will use the funds to increase
those numbers this year by expanding efforts within the senior citizen populations
of Memphis. This grant allows MSNS to
lower the spay/neuter cost to $20 per pet
for owners who are 60 or older. Pet owners
must show proof of age to qualify.
“With last year’s grant, we were able to
offer discounted spay and neuter surgeries
to 229 dogs and cats in our clinic,” Brittany
Pace, executive director of MSNS, said in
a release. “This fund allows MSNS to help
senior citizens in our community become
more responsible pet owners while staying
within their budget.”
Pace, who praised the generosity of
the foundation, said appointments are
required and can be made by calling 901324-3202. The clinic, located at 854 Goodman St., operates Tuesday through Friday.
– Daily News staff

Methodist South Completes
ER Renovation, Expansion
Methodist South Hospital at 1300
Wesley Drive has completed its roughly
$7.8 million emergency room renovation
and expansion.
Renovations include larger patient
rooms that allow more sunlight in, specialized rooms for infectious diseases and the
study and treatment of obesity as well as
additional rooms for patients to wait for results to help improve patient flow through
the emergency room.
The renovation adds almost 13,000
square feet to the emergency room area.
There’s also an expanded waiting area for
patients and families, as well as artwork
reflecting Memphis’ heritage.
– Andy Meek

Artist, Foundry Chosen
For Johnny Cash Statue
A planned statue of Johnny Cash in the
Cooper-Young Historic District has taken
another step forward with the selection of
an artist and foundry to create the monument.
Legacy Memphis Inc., the nonprofit
that has been planning and raising funds
for the Cash statue, has a contractual agreement with artist Mike McCarthy and the
Lugar Bronze Foundry.
McCarthy has been a Cooper-Young
resident for 18 years. While better known

for his films and graphic novel work, McCarthy studied under sculptor John McIntyre at the Memphis Art Academy (now
the Memphis College of Art), according to
Legacy Memphis.
Larry and Andrea Lugar established
their bronze foundry in 1991 in Eads, Tennessee, and have created many Memphis
statues, such as Elvis on Beale Street and
both Little Milton and Bobby Blue Bland
on South Main Street. Lugar will be casting
the bronze sculpture.
Cooper-Young was chosen because
it’s where Johnny Cash, guitarist Luther
Perkins, and bassist Marshall Grant first
performed in December 1954 at the former
Galloway United Methodist Church.
Legacy Memphis, which is dedicated
to erecting statues and monuments to
Memphis’ musical and cultural icons is
working with the Cooper-Young Community Association, the Cooper-Young
Business Association and the fundraising
platform ioby.org toward their first neighborhood statue project. Phase 1 fundraising
is now complete, and Phase 2 funds are
now being sought for site preparation and
landscaping.
– Daily News staff

Commission OKs Funding
For Old Forensic Center
Shelby County Commissioners approved a $4 million contract with Jaycon
Development Corp. Monday, June 12, for

the renovation of 1060 Madison Ave., which
served as the county forensic center until
2012 and is slated to become the new location of the Rape Crisis Center and the Crime
Victims Center.
The commission approved a $2.3 million contract with Damon-Marcus Co. for
an HVAC retrofit and a replacement at
Agricenter International.
And there is another $2 million for construction of the West Tennessee Veterans
Home Project, a $30.1 million project with
federal funding paying 65 percent of the
cost, and the state another 35 percent. The
$2 million in county capital funding approved Monday is part of $10.5 million local
match, with the rest coming from private
donors and corporations.
A $344,000 contract with Castle Black
Inc. approved Monday is for design and
construction of a new 21,000-square-foot
office and storage building at the new
county cemetery on Raleigh-Millington
Road. The 43-acre cemetery and the accompanying building should go into use
in the spring of 2018 as the existing county
cemetery on Ellis Road reaches capacity,
said public works director Tom Needham.
And the commission approved up to
$540,000 for post-booking jail diversion
services for the mentally ill through Alliance Healthcare Services Inc. as part of
the Jericho Project. Jericho coordinates
supervised community release options in
Shelby County Criminal Court.
– Bill Dries
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subsequently added two additional clinical
trial sites, and we look forward to presenting data from additional patients from this
study at the ICS (International Continence
Society) meeting in September,” said GTx
executive chairman Robert J. Wills. “We
believe SUI represents a near-term commercial opportunity in a potentially large
population of women whose treatment
options are currently limited to non-pharmacologic or invasive treatments.”
An abstract titled “Kegels In A Bottle,”
summarizing clinical data from the first
seven patients completing 12 weeks of
treatment, is available on the ICS website.

All Stocked Up

– Daily News staff

WMC to Air Tigers’ Sept. 23
Game vs. Southern Illinois
The University of Memphis nonconference football game on September 23
against Southern Illinois has been picked
up by Raycom and will air on WMC in
Memphis at 7 p.m.
This is the eighth game of the 12-game
regular season that has been picked up for
television. The game will also stream on
ESPN3 for fans outside of the Memphis
viewing area and will be carried on KFVSCVS in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.
Memphis will have seven other televised games, including home games
against Louisiana-Monroe (Aug. 31), UCLA
(Sept. 16) and Tulane (Oct. 27), and away
games vs. UCF (Sept. 9), UConn (Oct. 6),
Houston (Oct. 19) and Tulsa (Nov. 3).
Season tickets are on sale now; visit
gotigersgo.com/footballtickets for details.
– Don Wade

Cohen Wants Investigation
Of Eric Trump Foundation

Top: An employee at The Curb Market in Crosstown Concourse prepares breakfast
biscuits on opening day, Wednesday June 14. Middle and bottom photos: Shelf
and floor views at The Curb Market in Crosstown Concourse. To learn more, see
story on page 12.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

GTx Reports Positive Data
From Phase 2 Drug Trial
GTx Inc. is reporting positive results
from the first group of patients in its ongoing Phase 2 clinical trial of enobosarm
in postmenopausal women with stress
urinary incontinence, or SUI.
The Memphis-based biopharmaceutical company released preliminary data
Monday, June 12, that showed each of the
first seven women treated with enobosarm
showed a clinically significant reduction in
incontinence episodes per day. In addition,

the results were sustained beyond the 12week treatment period, with patients showing a continued reduction in incontinence
episodes for up to five months.
The ongoing trial is testing 3 mg of
enobosarm in postmenopausal women
who have demonstrated SUI symptoms
for more than six months, with 3 to 15
reported episodes per day and a positive
bladder stress test.
“What caught our attention was the fact
that the first seven patients dosed in this
study saw impressive positive results. We

U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen of Memphis
called Monday, June 12, for a U.S. Justice
Department investigation of fundraising
by the Eric Trump Foundation for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.
The request follows a report in Forbes
magazine this month that the foundation
formerly headed by President Donald
Trump’s second son paid the president’s
private business for use of a golf course that
was the setting for charitable events the
foundation held to raise money for St. Jude.
Eric Trump stepped down from the foundation in December, saying it was a voluntary
decision during his father’s presidency to
avoid the appearance of impropriety or
conflict of interest.
The foundation has since been restructured and renamed, and is under new
leadership.
“The report suggests that donors may
have been misled, the event may have been
used as a pass through to convert charitable
donations to the Donald J. Trump Foundation into revenue for Donald Trump’s private businesses,” Cohen wrote in the letter
to U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions. “The
event may have been used as a vehicle to
profit Donald Trump’s private businesses.
I urge you to investigate to determine
whether federal laws have been violated.”
Meanwhile, New York Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman announced last week
his office will investigate the allegations in
the Forbes report.
– Bill Dries

DCA Wins National ADDY
For Loflin Yard Campaign
Local creative communications consulting firm DCA has won a national ADDY
award from the American Advertising
Federation for its work on Loflin Yard’s
integrated marketing campaign.
The American Advertising Awards is
the advertising industry’s largest competition, attracting more than 40,000 entries
each year.
DCA created the brand identity in April
2016 for Loflin Yard, a one-acre assortment
of features including the 6,000 square-foot
Coach House barn; the Safe House, which
offers food, a wine wall and barrel-aged
cocktails; and an undeveloped green space
cut through by the Gayoso Bayou.
– Andy Meek

Former U of M Golfer
Qualifies for Women’s Open
Former University of Memphis women’s golfer and current LPGA tour member
Marissa Steen carded a 2-under 142 at a
sectional qualifier at Woodlands Country Club in Texas to qualify for the U.S.
Women’s Open, to be held July 13-16 at
Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster,
New Jersey.
This is the second time Steen has
qualified for the US Women’s Open, also
qualifying in 2014.
Steen shot a 154 over two rounds and
missed the cut in that first Open appearance, played at Pinehurst Resort Course No.
2 in North Carolina. Steen had nine top 10
finishes on the Symetra Tour last year and
earned her way back to the LPGA Tour for
a second time in 2017.
Through June 8, she was ranked 132 on
the Race to the CME Globe standings and
had made the cut in five of 10 events on the
season, including a tie for 30th at the ISPS
Handa Women’s Australian Open.
The lone Memphis graduate to play on
the LPGA Tour, Steen is one of 25 qualifiers
from sectionals to qualify for the 2017 U.S.
Women’s Open.
– Don Wade

Memphis Basketball to Play
Wichita in AAC Schedule
The American Athletic Conference has
announced the home conference schedule
for the Memphis Tigers in 2017-2018 will
bring nine schools to FedExForum, including newest AAC member Wichita State.
“As the American Athletic Conference
grows in stature across the country, I am
excited about the opponents that will be
coming to FedExForum this season,” U of
M athletic director Tom Bowen said in a
statement. “Our loyal season ticket holders
and fans will have a chance to see national
brands and rivaly match-ups.”
In addition to renewing the longstanding rivalry with Wichita State, the
Tigers home conference schedule will also
feature Houston, UConn, Cincinnati, UCF,
East Carolina, Tulsa, Tulane and USF.
Each team will play seven of its 11 opponents twice, and its four remaining opponents once each. Houston and Wichita
State are the two home-only opponents for
Memphis, while SMU and Temple are the
two road-only opponents.
– Don Wade
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Carnival Memphis Gives
$300K to Children Charities
Carnival Memphis recently presented
a $300,000 donation to its children’s
charities, which this year includes Church
Health, The Erika Center at Bodine School
and Knowledge Quest.
Carnival started the Children’s Charity Initiative in 1999 and now has raised
and donated more than $2.5 million with
matching funds for local organizations that
help children in our community.
This year’s donation more than doubled last year’s record $126,000.
– Don Wade

ZeroTo510 Again Named
Among Top Accelerators
Memphis’ ZeroTo510 medical device
accelerator program has, for the third
consecutive year, has been given a Silver
ranking by the Seed Accelerator Rankings
Project, a designation that sets ZeroTo510
as one of the top 25 accelerators in the
country.
According to the project, the rankings
are meant to “encourage a larger conversation” about such programs. They’re also
meant to offer guidance for entrepreneurs
who are considering going through an
accelerator and “who are wondering how
they differ on performance across various
categories.”
Dr. Steve Bares, executive director of
the Memphis Bioworks Foundation, called

the designation a prestigious recognition
for ZeroTo510, one that “reinforces that
over its first five years, ZeroTo510 has built
up an expertise and a national reputation in the commercialization of medical
technologies including accelerating 24
companies and mobilizing over $12 million
of seed investment.”
– Andy Meek

Community Foundation
Grants $162M in Fiscal 2017
The Community Foundation of Greater
Memphis granted $161.6 million to nonprofits in fiscal 2017, up nearly 13 percent
from $143.4 million a year ago. More than
80 percent of the grants out of the foundation stay local.
“Grants today are close to five times
what they were just six years ago,” said
Community Foundation president Robert Fockler in a statement. “We saw this
increased activity from across our donor
base, spurred by specific opportunities to
invest this year in public education, the arts
and parks and greenways projects.”
Other milestones from fiscal 2017
include:
• Gifts of $102.5 million received from
Foundation donors
• 43 new funds totaling more than $6.8
million
• 7,039 grants to 1,886 different nonprofit organizations
• Total historical grants made to non-

profit organizations: $1.1 billion
The Community Foundation of Greater
Memphis is the largest grant-maker, public
or private, in the region, according to Fockler. The Grantsmanship Center reports
that, based on the most recent numbers
available, it is the top giving foundation in
the state of Tennessee.
Founded in 1969, CFGM is a collection
of more than 900 charitable funds established by individuals, families and organizations. Donor-advised funds are set up
by individuals, families and organizations
and managed by the foundation. The donor
decides how to allocate the funds.
– Don Wade

TSWA Tabs Norvell College
Football's Coach of Year
University of Memphis head coach
Mike Norvell has been voted the College
Football Coach of the Year by the Tennessee Sports Writers Association. Norvell will
be honored during the annual TSWA Hall
of Fame dinner and awards banquet set for
July 13 at Cumberland University.
The Tigers won eight games under Norvell in his first year, the most by a first-year
coach in program history. Memphis ranked
in the Top 25 in eight NCAA statistical
categories and set a school single-season
record with 34 touchdown passes. The
Tigers ranked second in school history in
total offense (6,028 yards), total TDs (63)
and scoring (505).

Memphis also ranked fifth nationally
in turnovers gained (29) and 17th in turnover margin while returning three kicks for
touchdowns for the youngest head coach
in FBS. The Tigers started the season 3-0
and won three of their last four games,
including a 48-44 victory over 18th-ranked
Houston, to finish the regular season.
The TSWA is comprised of writers, editors and college sports information directors across the state.
– Don Wade

Mark Norris to Co-Chair
Juvenile Justice Task Force
State Senate Majority Leader Mark
Norris of Collierville will co-chair a state
Juvenile Justice Task Force along with Tennessee House Speaker Beth Harwell.
The goal of the 19-member Ad Hoc
Tennessee Blue Ribbon Task Force is to recommend changes to the system statewide
that could take the form of legislation in
the 2018 session of the General Assembly.
Norris was a leader of the Juvenile
Justice Realignment Task Force that recommended legislation for the 2017 session.
The group includes Memphis-Shelby
County Juvenile Court Judge Dan Michael;
Dr. Altha Stewart, director of the Center for
Health in Justice Involved Youth at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center;
state Sen. Brian Kelsey of Germantown;
and state Rep. Karen Camper of Memphis.
– Bill Dries
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Explore Bike Share and B-Cycle will roll out a Memphis bike-sharing system with 600
bikes in spring 2018.
(Explore Bike Share)
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The Daily News is supportive, including in some case
being on the boards of, the following organizations:
Literacy Mid-South, Grace St. Luke's Episcopal School,
Wolf River Conservancy, Ronald McDonald House, Great
Outdoors University, Tennessee Wildlife Federation,
Temple Israel, St. Jude's, St George's Independent
Schools, Shelby Residential & Vocational Svcs, Shelby
Farms Park, Calvary & The Arts, Bridges, Boys & Girls
Club of Greater Memphis, Binghampton Development
Corporation, U of M Journalism Dept., Chickasaw Council
Boy Scouts, Memphis Leadership Foundation, Junior
Achievement, Overton Park Conservancy, The Cotton
Museum and WKNO.

Getting around in Memphis is about to
get a whole lot easier, as Explore Bike Share
has announced an agreement with B-Cycle
to bring a 600-bike system to the Bluff City.
The system, known as the B-Cycle Dash,
is expected to launch in the spring of 2018
and include a fleet of bikes equipped with
a forward-facing touch-screen GPS that will
offer route recommendations and directions. Once implemented, it will the largest
bike-share system of its kind in the U.S.
“From its inception, Explore Bike
Share has vowed to prioritize neighborhood needs, utilizing the system to serve
all of Memphis – not just where the city
sees density on a map,” said Roshun Austin,
president and CEO of The Works Inc. and
an Explore Bike Share board member. “We
are proud to pursue and execute equity-oriented strategies such as bike safety education, ambassador programs, and workforce
development partnerships.”
Explore Bike Share, a nonprofit that was
established in early 2016 after a yearlong exploration effort by creative communications
consulting firm DCA, plans on focusing on
the high-density areas of Downtown and
Midtown, as well as South Memphis, Orange
Mound and Binghampton.
After the initial rollout of 600 bikes,
Explore Bike Share will expand with an additional 30 stations and 300 bicycles in 2019,
thanks to a $2.2 million grant by Congestion
Mitigation Air Quality, a federal improvement program.
In addition to Memphis, B-Cycle currently operates 1,250 bike share stations
with more than 10,000 bikes in 43 communities.
The B-Cycle eight-speed bikes will
feature a color touch-screen display with

onboard GPS, automatic lights and four
methods of payment (touch-screen code,
smartphone scan, bike share membership
card, and RFID cards such as student IDs
and employee access badges).
Additionally, riders can choose from
three membership options when using one
of the bikes: a $15 monthly membership that
offers unlimited one-hour rides, a walk-up
membership that charges $4 for every 30
minutes, and a $200 per year “pay it forward
membership” that donates access to the
bike-share program to a Memphian in need.
Explore Bike Share will be able to
track a myriad of data through each bike’s
onboard computer, including number of
rides,“heatmaps” of popular routes/destinations, miles accumulated, the impact on
the environment, calories burned, gallons
of gas saved, neighborhood participation in
community programming, and the demographics of programming participants and
bike-share members/users.
Start Co. founder and CEO Eric Mathews
is a supporter of the program and believes
it will go a long way to help the city with job
retention and attraction, especially with
millennials.
“When it comes to recruiting folks who
are not from car-driven societies, they need
alternative transportation options to move
about and around in our community,”
Mathews said. “Bike sharing is a major
component of infrastructure that we find
in other major markets, so I think this is a
great moment for our community.”
Mathews added that the number of
miles driven in the United States has been
dropping, especially in the millennial demographic.
“We are going to need alternative transportation options to recruit and retain them
in our communities,” he said. “At least from
a talent and recruitment standpoint, this
bike share is a big thing.”
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Shelby County Home Sales Heat Up
As Realtors Prepare for Busy Season
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

A solid spring has sown the seeds for
an even better summer as the red-hot
Memphis-area real estate market enters
its busiest time of the year.
The average home sales price in May
was $169,549, a 10 percent increase from
$154,171 a year ago, according to real
estate information company Chandler
Reports, chandlerreports.com.
“It’s just really been a good run for
the last 12 months,” said Lee McWaters,
owner of McWaters & Associates Realtors
and vice president with the Memphis Area
Association of Realtors. “It’s a good time
to be selling.”
McWaters is confident that now, after a
decade, the Memphis housing market has
completely recovered from the recession.
“The last few years we have been climbing out, but I believe that, pretty much
across the market, we have finally come
back to the prices that we were at in 2006,”
McWaters said.
The market should continue this
positive growth for the next few years, he
added.
“The future looks bright as far as I can New homes in a Collierville neighborhood off of South Shea Road are selling fast. May home sales increased 9 percent from a
(Memphis News/Alan Howell)
see,” he said. “Consumer confidence is year ago ahead of the busy summer season. 
great right now, unemployment rates are
near 15-year lows – it’s a good time for us.” home sales prices are 7 percent higher and
It’s a good time to be a buyer as well, total home-sales volume is up 15 percent
from the same period in 2016.
he said.
In addition to high-performing ZIP
“I read a report from a local lender on
interest rates and they quoted 4 percent for codes like Arlington and Eads, Vinh Le with
a 30-year conventional, and for a 15-year First National Reality said areas such as
conventional it was 3.25 percent,” McWa- Cordova are also performing well.
“A lot of people are moving to Cordoters said. “When I bought my first house
I had a 9.5 percent interest rate, which va,” Le said. “Three years ago people were
was pretty good at the time, so as you can moving out of Cordova, but now people
see, it’s a good time to be a buyer – but I are moving back in.”
One of the reasons behind this, Le
wouldn’t wait.”
The volume of home sales in May said, was that the price range and access
reached $300.3 million, up 20 percent to amenities were an especially attractive
from $250.5 million a year ago, according combination to first-time home buyers.
“It’s close to pretty much
to Chandler Reports data.
everything you need,” Le said.
Eads’ 38028 ZIP code recordSee page 8
“Shelby Farms, the mall, and aced the highest average price at
for related
cess to (Interstate) 240. It’s a good Contractor Melchor Pineda works on installing siding on new homes at South Shea
$368,688.
Road and Jennings Mill Lane in Collierville.
(Memphis News/Alan Howell)
story
value.”
The number of units sold was
Although, one suggestion Le
up 9 percent in May, with 1,771
said he would like to give to all averaging $454,400 and 17 new-home value of $16 million across 95 properties,
sales recorded for the month
while Westwood’s 38109 ZIP code had
first-home buyers would be to lead with permits filed.
compared with 1,625 in May 2016.
Arlington/Lakeland's 38002 ZIP code the most homes in foreclosure inventory
Existing-home sales in May increased your best and highest offer, because under
year over year, with 1,697 recorded last the current market climate, multiple offers filed the most new-home permits in April through May with 155 valued at $5.8 million.
with 23 averaging $383,139.
month compared to 1,555 in May 2016. are becoming more and more common.
Among lenders, Fannie Mae had the
“If you really like a house, just make
The average price of existing homes,
highest foreclosure inventory, with 153
FORECLOSURE ACTIVITY
meanwhile, reached $162,611 in May, up your highest offer – don’t try to test out the
Shelby County residential foreclosures homes valued at $16 million.
market, because you will end up losing that
10 percent from $147,897 a year ago.
Bank sales – or foreclosure sales – accontinued to drop in May, according to
There were 74 new-home sales record- house,” he said.
Chandler Reports, with 186 recorded for counted for 7 percent of all Shelby County
ed for the month averaging $328,656 comthe month, a 2 percent decrease from last homes sold in May. The 130 bank sales reBUILDING PERMITS
pared to 70 last May averaging $293,548.
Developers pulled 93 new-home per- May. Of those 186, the average foreclosure corded last month marked a 17 percent deArlington/Lakeland’s 38002 ZIP code
recorded the most new-home sales for May mits in April, more than double the 42 amount was $68,982 and the average tax crease year over year. The volume of bank
sales dropped 18 percent to $10 million.
appraisal value was $104,963.
pulled in April 2016.
with 15 sales averaging $279,451.
Chandler Reports is a division of The
Southeast Shelby County’s 38125 ZIP
Grant Homes was the top builder in
Through the first five months of this
year, home sales are up 8 percent, average April, with 10 new-home sales recorded code had the highest foreclosure inventory Daily News Publishing Co.
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Shelby County Mortgage Market Sees
14 Percent Volume Increase in May
Top May lenders by purchase
mortgage volume
Iberiabank
May 2016: $12.2M
May 2017: $14.6M
Pinnacle
May 2016: $11.9M
May 2017: $12.1M
Community Mortgage Corp.
May 2016: $13M
May 2017: $11.3M
Source: Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Sam Goff, vice president of
Independent Bank’s mortgage
division, got two new contracts
in place for homebuyers over

the weekend, which gave him an
upbeat start to the week.
“We’ve gotten a lot of phone
calls here in the last week to
10 days,” he said. “A lot of prequalification requests.”
Shelby County’s mortgage
market continues to show

healthy gains in volume at the
halfway point of the second quarter, according to newly released
figures from real estate information company Chandler Reports,
www.chandlerreports.com.
Purchase mortgage volume
climbed 14 percent in Shelby
County during the month of May
compared to May 2016. Purchase
volume grew from $172.6 million
in May 2016 to $196.4 million last
month, according to Chandler
Reports data.
That improvement was a
reversal that hit the market in
April, when purchase volume
slipped 2.4 percent, according to
the Chandler figures.
Year to date through the end
of May, mortgage purchase volume hit $732.4 million. That’s up
from $655.2 million during May
2016, a 12 percent pop.
“It’s a seller’s market, because of a lack of product,” said
Goff, who added he’s also seen
buyers snatching up homes
here to turn them into Airbnb
rentals. “Houses come on the
market in good condition and in
good communities, and they’re
receiving a lot of attention. So

it’s not unusual for homes to
go for more than their asking
price.
“In some of the neighborhoods around Crosstown Concourse, homes are moving pretty
quickly, where a couple of years
ago they probably wouldn’t
have,” Goff said. “It’s across all
socioeconomic levels. People
are buying the homes in Collierville and Germantown as they
come up. They’re buying the cottages in Midtown, and the larger
homes in Midtown, too. It’s just
really heated up.”
David Umsted, vice president of Triumph Mortgage, said
his firm tends to do most of its
volume for the year over the
next two to three months. The
summer months are historically
busy, and important for lenders
like him.
And he said Triumph is up
locally about 30 percent at the
moment.
“The market’s been good,”
Umsted said. “Rates are really
good. Rates have stayed low.
Inventory’s stayed low. So what
we’re seeing is, as soon as a house
hits the market in certain areas,

you’re seeing multiple offers.
“We have pretty lofty goals
for this year, and we’re on pace
to meet all those goals right now.
The summertime is a great time
in the mortgage business.”
The market also saw improvement in May in terms of
the number of mortgages themselves, as well as the size of those
mortgages.
From May 2016 to May 2017,
the Chandler numbers show 12
percent more mortgages – from
958 to 1,075. The average mortgage amount also grew from
$180,168 to $182,701 during that
same period.
The same trends have held
true year to date, not just for
May, with the number and average dollar amount of mortgages
made year-to-date increasing
compared to the same period
in 2016.
Lenders had made 4,191
mortgages year-to-date through
the end of May. That’s up from
3,828 mortgages one year earlier. Likewise, the average mortgage amount year-to-date stood
at $174,777 in May, up from
$171,185 in May 2016.

O V E R T O N PA R K

Overton Park Conservancy Meets $1M
Goal for Zoo Parking Compromise
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The Overton Park Conservancy raised
$1 million by the June 11 deadline to move
ahead with the Overton Park-Memphis Zoo
parking compromise. The conservancy announced Sunday afternoon that it met the
goal with hours to spare.
“This did not go the way we expected it
to when we first launched the campaign,”
said Tina Sullivan, director of the Overton
Park Conservancy. “I think everyone assumed a few major donors would step up
and cover that amount for us. But we were
able to access a really broad base of support. That was what was both surprising
and gratifying.”

The zoo already had raised its $1.5 million, which includes its half of planning
and design as well as construction, and
insisted that the OPC raise its entire half
when the conservancy had raised $500,000
for the planning and design. That was with
the understanding that the rest would be
raised later, once donors could be shown
the design for the expanded parking lot
and what the Overton Park Greensward
will look like with it.
The revived controversy wound up
back before the Memphis City Council,
which at its April 11 meeting set the June
11 deadline for all the money to be raised.
In the process, the parking spaces in the
new lot will no longer be the 10-by-20-foot
spaces the zoo insisted on; instead they will
be 9 feet by 19 feet.

Sullivan said the reduced size of the
parking spaces was a factor with donors,
who had been keeping up with the details of
what has become a three-year controversy.
It started in the spring of 2014 when a small
group of high school students began protesting the zoo’s use of the park greensward
for overflow parking, which it had been
doing since at least the early 1990s.
“It was a vote of confidence that we’re
on the right track with this solution and
that a large number of Memphians really
want to see this project go forward and this
controversy put behind us,” Sullivan said.
The two-month fundraising effort drew
more than 1,000 donors from every U.S.
state except South Dakota.
The next step is for the zoo and the
conservancy to return to the city council

with the money.
“The council will have to vote to accept
funds from the Overton Park Conservancy
and the zoo,” Sullivan said. “And then after
they have that resolution in hand, then
city engineering can sign the contract with
Powers Hill Design. And at that point they
can begin work.”
That could happen as early as the next
city council session on June 20.
The reconfiguration and expansion of
the zoo parking area by 415 spaces would
end zoo overflow parking on the greensward by 2019.
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily
News, is chairman of the Overton Park
Conservancy Board. He did not participate
in the writing or editing of this story.
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Juvenile Justice Summit Touts
Sustained Contact Out of Court
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis-Shelby County Juvenile
Court Judge Dan Michael says he should
have more definitive plans for a Juvenile
Assessment Center by the fall.
Michael talked about the center that
“will divert every child from juvenile court
for assessment on the front end before
they ever get to court,” at the second annual Juvenile Justice Summit Tuesday,
June 13, at Hickory Ridge Mall.
Michael cited a cost of $184,000 to
keep a juvenile in detention for a year.
“If you are a conservative, don’t want
to spend money, want to save taxes, help
me work in this community to keep kids
out of the juvenile justice system,” he told
the group of 100 from agencies and other
groups that work with the Juvenile Court
system locally. “If in your heart you want
to bring this community out of the crime
wave that we are now facing, help me keep
kids out of the juvenile justice system.
“Children can do some bad things. But
you don’t judge the children by the act,”
he added. “You judge the act and hold
them responsible for their actions. We are
more than our actions.”
The partnerships represented in the

Judge Dan Michael tells an audience at the Juvenile Justice Summit at Hickory Ridge Mall Tuesday, June 13, that keeping youths
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
out of the Juvenile Court system will help curb crime in Memphis.

Tuesday’s Juvenile Justice Summit drew attendees from agencies and partnerships
that work with the Memphis-Shelby County Juvenile Court system. (Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
Tuesday gathering were an alphabet shop
of acronyms.
The assessment center some of those
groups are working toward is referred
to as JAC – not to be confused with the
Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative
(JDAI) that is pronounced Jedi – like the
Star Wars term – or MARRS, Mediation
and Restitution Reconciliation Services,
as well as GRASSY – Gang Reduction Assistance for Saving Society’s Youth.
All were represented.
The monthly interagency report from

Juvenile Court for the month of May lists
18 different partnership programs with
the court.
Kimbrell Owens, the site coordinator
for JDAI, said they are “partnerships that
you can’t dismiss lightly.”
The group heard from Nathaniel
Higdon, now in his early 20s, who credits
the MARRS program with turning his life
around “even though I didn’t make the
best choices before that or after that.”
Although Higdon said his parents didn’t
see MARRS that way.

“They don’t think it had any effect on
anyone,” he said.
The gathering also heard from several
juveniles in detention who are part of the
Shelby County Sheriff’s Office program
Incarcerated Youth Speaking Out For
Change, who pushed for sustained contact even when there are setbacks.
Because they are still in the juvenile
justice system, The Daily News agreed not
to use their names.
“You can’t talk to them one time,” one
teenager said of his constant interaction
with relatives and others after he got in
trouble.
“You have to be persistent. When you
talk to a kid one time and you fade away
– they don’t see you no more. … they will
fade with you,” he said. “You have to keep
pushing.”
A second teenager in juvenile detention called on the adults to “understand
where students come from and not look
at us as just another statistic but as something more.”
Intervention on a constant basis is a
philosophy Shelby County Schools has
turned to as a first indicator of problems
that come from outside the schools. And
SCS officials cite it as a factor in the 13 percent reduction in disciplinary incidents
in the school year that ended last month
compared to the previous school year.
Ron Pope, SCS manager of student
safety, said some students come to school
from home where they sleep in bathtubs

instead of beds to dodge bullets, and with
parents who may have drug problems.
“How does that child come to school
the next day bright-eyed and bushy
tailed?” Pope asked. “We need to be
thinking about the process when that boy
comes to school the next morning and
says ‘Leave me the hell alone.’”

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

www.thememphisnews.com

10 June 16-22, 2017
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Area 51 Ice Cream Preparing Crosstown Location
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

works closely with other small businesses to produce small-batch ice
creams, sorbets and baked goods.

1350 CONCOURSE AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38104

165 MADISON AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38103

PERMIT AMOUNT: $80,000
APPLICATION DATE: June 2017
COMPLETION: July 2017
OWNER: Crosstown LLC
TENANT: Area 51 Ice Cream
CONTRACTOR: Coleman and Owen
Construction
DETAILS: Area 51 Ice Cream, a popular
ice cream parlor in Hernando, Mississippi, is getting ready to open its second
location in Crosstown Concourse.
The company filed a roughly $80,000
permit application with the city-county
Office of Construction Code Enforcement to build the new ice cream store at
1350 Concourse Ave. that is scheduled
to open sometime in July.
Memphis-based Coleman and Owen
Construction is listed as the contractor
on the permit.
The original Area 51 opened in May
2014 at 117 W. Commerce St. in Hernando.
According to its Facebook page, Area 51

3451 PRESCOTT ROAD
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
PERMIT AMOUNT: $4.8 million (total)
APPLICATION DATE: June 2017
OWNER/TENANT: First Horizon National Corp.
ARCHITECT: ANF Architects
ENGINEER: CSA
CONTRACTOR: Linkous Construction
Co.
DETAILS: The Memphis-based parent
company of First Tennessee Bank is
moving ahead with a couple of construction projects, including multimillion-dollar updates to its Downtown
headquarters.
First Horizon National Corp. has filed
three building permit applications
totaling $4.8 million. The largest, valued at $3.1 million, calls for third-floor
renovations to the corporate offices at
165 Madison Ave. One valued at $1.1
million, meanwhile, calls for renova-

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the region
with business executives, community leaders, and politicians, as well as
local journalists analyzing the major stories from the Memphis area.
This week on BEHIND THE HEADLINES, State Senate Minority Leader
Lee Harris and Representative Joe Towns, Jr. discuss criminal justice
reform and more with host Eric Barnes.

LEE HARRIS

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

JOE TOWNS, JR.
Channel 10

topics and guests are subject to change

Area 51
Ice Cream

Map data ©2017 Google

tions to the building’s second floor.
The third application, valued at
$590,000, is for an addition to First
Tennessee’s First Ops building at 3451
Prescott Road near Memphis International Airport. Last year the bank
announced plans to add a fitness center
and cafeteria to the building as part of
a restructuring of its Memphis office
properties.
3031 CANADA ROAD
LAKELAND, TN 38002
PERMIT AMOUNT: $1.1 million
APPLICATION DATE: June 2017
OWNER/TENANT: The Pet Hospitals
CONTRACTOR: Dan Walker Associates
DETAILS: The Pet Hospitals, a Memphis-based veterinarian group, has
filed a $1.1 million building permit
application with the city-county Office
of Construction Code Enforcement for a
new location in Lakeland.
The permit lists cites new construction
for 3031 Canada Road, which is adjacent
to its current location at 2961 Canada
Road. Dan Walker Associates Inc. is
listed as the contractor.
In addition to Lakeland, The Pet Hospitals operates six other locations, including offices in Midtown. Downtown,
Collierville and Germantown.
I
3337 SUMMER AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38122
1808 SEPTEMBER AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38116
LOAN AMOUNT: $20,000 and $19,000
LOAN DATE: June 2017
BORROWER: HopeWorks and Orca
Printing
LENDER: Economic Development
Growth Engine of Memphis and Shelby
County
DETAILS: Two Memphis businesses
are set to receive Inner City Economic
Development loans to improve their
facilities.
The Economic Development Growth
Engine finance committee voted
Wednesday, June 7, to award a $20,000
loan to HopeWorks, located at 3337
Summer Ave. in Highland Heights, and

a $19,000 loan to Orca Printing, located
at 1808 September Ave. in Southeast
Memphis. The forgivable ICED loans
will help offset the costs of physical
improvements to their locations.
Prior to these loans, EDGE had granted
40 ICED loans totaling a little more than
$3 million, which helped sustain 175
jobs and create $8.6 million in capital
investments in struggling or up-andcoming neighborhoods. The loans are
funded from the closing fees of EDGE’s
larger payment-in-lieu-of-taxes projects.
LAND AT EAST PARKWAY N.
MEMPHIS, TN 38112
LAND USE RECOMMENDATION:
Rejected
APPLICATION DATE: June 2017
OWNER: Makowsky Ringel Greenberg
LLC
ENGINEER: ETI Corp.
ARCHITECT: Fleming Architects
DETAILS: The Overton Gateway, a
proposed multifamily development
planned by Makowsky Ringel Greenberg LLC, was rejected by the Land Use
Control Board Thursday, June 8.
A sizable crowd of Lea’s Woods residents and representatives from various
Midtown neighborhood associations
showed up to the LUCB meeting to
voice their opposition. Chief among
their complaints were issues with parking and building heights.
Some residents said they were not
opposed to developing the vacant lots
that sit on either side of Sam Cooper
Boulevard where it meets Overton Park,
but felt as though the development in its
current state did not meet the historic
district’s guidelines.
Forrest Owens with ETI, MRG’s land
planner, argued the height and density
of the development were reasonable
considering the size of the heavily traversed intersection, and that the revised
plans incorporated elements of the
neighborhood’s architecture and also
addressed the parking issues.
The Land Use Control Board decision is
a recommendation to the Memphis City
Council, which still must vote on the
matter.

www.thememphisnews.com

June 16-22, 2017 11

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ServiceMaster Cuts Ribbon On
Downtown Innovation Center
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

The Ground Floor, ServiceMaster’s
20,000-square-foot innovation center
located in the former home of Tower Records, formally opened Thursday, June
15 – marking the first completed phase of
the Memphis-based company’s Downtown
relocation.
The ribbon cutting comes about a year
after ServiceMaster executives officially
announced plans to convert the shuttered
Peabody Place mall into its new corporate
headquarters.
“One of the reasons we decided to move
Downtown and create something different, something that we couldn’t create
anywhere else,” said ServiceMaster CEO
Rob Gillette.
The new innovation center will serve
as a startup accelerator, allowing ServiceMaster to incubate fledgling IT developers
as they work to find their footing.
In order to achieve this, ServiceMaster
will use the Ground Floor as a co-working
space and small event center, where local
entrepreneurs can rent space and attend
tech-based speaking events and panels.
To fill the spaces, ServiceMaster is seeking out startups with a focus on digital and
mobile-based residential and commercial
services. Gillette said that ServiceMaster is
working with the local tech community to
identify these potential partners and that
the company currently has more applications than space.
“We try to keep it centered on things
that are close to what we do,” Gillette
said. “So some of the technologies we
are working on are expanding service to
things like technology services and home
automation.”
The first partnerships are expected to
be announced as soon as next week.
However, Gillette added, ServiceMaster
will be much more than just a hands-off
landlord.
“We’re going to work with them to
develop a business plan,” he said, “and
to achieve that plan, they’ll have certain
milestones that will have to happen within
an amount of time.”
Local elected and appointed officials
were on hand Thursday to celebrate the
new innovation center, which many heralded as an additional resource Memphis
can use to attract and retain young, techsavvy workers.
Phil Trenary, president and CEO of
the Greater Memphis Chamber, said the
Ground Floor will be a catalyst to drive
more growth and draw more people to
the city.
“When you think about what’s important to business and what’s important to

ServiceMaster CEO Rob Gillette says the company is identifying the first startups it will incubate in the Ground Floor innovation
center, which formally opened Thursday, June 15.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“

To achieve that plan, they'll
have certain milestones that
will have to happen within
an amount of time.”
–Rob Gillette,

ServiceMaster CEO, on the function of the company's new
Ground Floor innovation center for startup businesses

young creatives, this is the kind of thing
that announces to the world that Memphis
is here,” Trenary said.
He added that the new center exemplifies ServiceMaster’s vision.
“It’s a 90-year-old company that is a
publicly traded Fortune 100 company, and
to have the vision to do something like this
for the community and to recognize the
benefits back to them is pretty good stuff,
so we’re happy to have a corporate citizen
like them.”
ServiceMaster wasted no time in
putting the Ground Floor to use; its first
innovation panel in the new space was
scheduled for Thursday afternoon, just
hours after the formal opening.
“This is only the beginning,” said Jamie
Smith, ServiceMaster senior vice president

These renderings depict how spaces inside ServiceMaster's new Ground Floor innovation center, an incubator accelerator for startups, will look.
(Submitted)
and chief information officer. “It’s not
only the beginning for ServiceMaster in
terms of innovation, but I hope it’s a great
beginning for innovation in Downtown

Memphis. We truly have all of the building
blocks, and we see Ground Floor as an important part to help tie all of those building
blocks together.”
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Dunavant Nominated as U.S. Attorney,
Norris Reportedly Vetted as Judge
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

President Donald Trump
has nominated District Attorney General Mike Dunavant of
Tipton County as the new U.S.
attorney for West Tennessee.
And he could be close to
nominating a new federal district
judge for West Tennessee as well.
Dunavant would succeed Ed
Stanton as chief federal prosecutor for the West Tennessee grand
division between the Mississippi
River and the Tennessee River if
confirmed by the U.S. Senate.
That grand division includes
Memphis.
Stanton resigned earlier this
year to take a job with Butler
Snow law firm. His resignation
followed Stanton’s nomination by former President Barack

MIKE DUNAVANT

MARK NORRIS

Obama to be a federal court
judge, which the U. S. Senate did
not act on.
Meanwhile, the Chattanooga
Times Free Press reported Monday, June 12, that state Senate
Majority Leader Mark Norris of

Collierville is being vetted for
appointment to the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of
Tennessee – the position now
held by Judge Samuel Hardy
Mays that Stanton was nominated for last year.

The vetting process is a background check, usually conducted
by FBI agents prior to the president considering a nomination. A list of possible nominees
usually comes from the highest
ranking elected officials of the
president’s political party in that
state or region.
Norris has been readying a
bid for the Republican nomination for Tennessee governor on
the 2018 ballot since last year.
Senior Assistant U.S. Attorney Larry Laurenzi has been the
acting U.S. attorney for West
Tennessee since Stanton left.
Dunavant was recommended
for the appointment by U.S.
Sens. Lamar Alexander and Bob
Corker of Tennessee.
Dunavant’s judicial district
covers not only Tipton County
but Fayette, Hardeman, Lauderdale and McNairy counties with

six offices in the 25th judicial
district.
He was elected district attorney general in 2006 after having a
private law practice for 11 years,
primarily in criminal defense,
including death penalty cases.
A native of Ripley, Tennessee, Dunavant has a bachelor’s
degree in political science from
the University of TennesseeKnoxville and earned his law
degree at the University of Mississippi.
Alexander described Dunavant as “a well qualified and
dedicated prosecutor who will
serve West Tennesseans with
integrity.”
“I look forward to introducing him to members of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, and I hope
the Senate will quickly consider
his nomination,” Alexander added in his written statement.

R E TA I L

The Curb Market Returns to Its Roots
With Store in Crosstown Concourse
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Locally owned grocery The Curb Market opened its doors Wednesday, June 14,
in Crosstown, a return to the market’s
midcentury beginning when a previous
incarnation served earlier generations
of Memphians at roughly the same spot.
The 8,500-square-foot market is located inside Crosstown Concourse, the
former regional distribution center for
Sears, Roebuck & Co. that’s being redeveloped into a mixed-use community.
The market’s founder, Peter Schutt,
remembers accompanying his mother on
visits to the original version of the market
back in the 1950s. The Curb Market is an
outlet where local growers and vendors
can sell their wares, in addition to serving
as a source of healthy and organic products for customers as well as a storefront
for meat and vegetables raised on Schutt’s
farms in Dancyville and Whiteville, Tennessee.

Its shelves are stocked with an assortment of locally grown vegetables, fruit,
dairy, beef and pork as well as groceries
and frozen foods. The market also features
a full kitchen, with hot and cold dishes
prepared for dine-in and carry-out.
Schutt, who also owns The Daily
News Publishing Co. Inc., said one of
the market’s highlights is an in-house
butcher shop.
“We have two of the best butchers in
the region,” he said. “So you can walk up
and pick up your steak, your roast. Seven
different kinds of homemade sausages.
We’ll have cured meats. Bacon, ham – everything made with meat from Winchester
Farm and made in-house. So we’ll have
a real interaction with the customer and
the butcher.”
General manager Tony Owen said the
market is almost four times the size of
its 596 Cooper St. store, which closed in
February for the relocation to Crosstown.
“We were given the opportunity to
come here, and we’ve greatly expanded
on the idea while still maintaining the
core element of ‘local’ wherever possible,”

Owen said. “Always local, if we can get
local. If we can’t get local, then we want
it regional. If we can’t get regional, we
still want it within the USA if we can do
so – on the produce, meat and hot foods
we’re preparing. Where we can’t get the
produce from Peter, we supplement it
from other local growers rather than use
a national distributor.”
Customers can also look for other
items like local and regional craft beer;
a variety of dry groceries; wine; a salad
bar with grab-and-go prepared salads;
and more.
A connection to history is one reason for The Curb Market’s relocation to
Crosstown. It’s also because of partners
like Church Health, which will operate
a wellness and health care center at the
building.
Church Health will bake healthy, artisan bread in Crosstown’s commercial
kitchen to sell at The Curb Market. The
market has also teamed up with French
Truck Coffee, which likewise operates at
Crosstown, to sell its coffee and tea.
Looking ahead, the plan is to even-

“

We have two of the best
butchers in the region. So
you can walk up and pick
up your steak, your roast.
Seven different kinds of
homemade sausages.”
–Peter Schutt,

Owner
The Curb Market

tually roll out online ordering for Curb
Market customers, who will be able to
use the market’s website (curbmarket901.
com) to pick out the items they want, pay
online and schedule a time to pick up
their order. The market also plans to add
a catering option.
The market is open from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m., seven days a week.
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St. Jude Hosts Largest Pediatric Palliative
Oncology Symposium in the Nation

The first Pediatric Palliative Oncology Symposium at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital drew 325 health care professionals from around the world.
(Justin Veneman)

Dr. Justin N. Baker is director of the Division of Quality of Life and Palliative Care at
St. Jude.
(Justin Veneman)

MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
welcomed 325 physicians, nurses and
psychosocial professionals from around
the world in recent days for the first Pediatric Palliative Oncology Symposium,
the largest conference of its type that has
been held in the U.S.
The event, held June 8-9, featured an
international panel of guest speakers, and
attendees came from 19 countries and 33
different states.
Each year, approximately 120 to 140
St. Jude patients die, out of a total of about
550 patients.
“One of the things we talk about in
the palliative oncology community is that
we’re often isolated or part of a small team,
so to come to a place where everyone does

what you do is very energizing, inspiring
and motivating,” said Dr. Melissa Mark,
pediatric hematologist-oncologist from
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.
St. Jude’s palliative care has evolved
over the past 10 years. When it started out,
it was just about the clinical provision of
care for a small number of patients who
were mostly at the end of life. End-of-life
service, measured from when the palliative care sees a patient until when that
patient died, has grown since then from
42 days to more than six months.
“So we’re getting involved much earlier,” said Dr. Justin N. Baker, director of
St. Jude’s Division of Quality of Life and
Palliative Care and leader of its Quality
of Life for All, or QoLA, team. “More than
60 percent of the patients we see have
a primary goal of cure at this particular
point. We’re much more about a true
quality-of-life team where our motto and
the whole purpose of our being is to help
every single patient have the best day they
could possibly have that day.”
All St. Jude staff must complete educational training in palliative care. In 2010
and 2011, through the hospital’s Bereaved
Parent initiative, bereaved parents began
to be involved with strategic planning,
and they created eight guiding principles
along with a bereaved parent mentoring
program.
Then in 2012, the QoLA Kids program
was formalized, giving patients the ability to receive care at home instead of
having to come to the hospital for every
procedure.
“The cool part about is it is Le Bonheur
and St. Jude both filter patients into this
team, and we have a combined education or fellowship program,” said Baker.
“We’re all working together, and is a really
great process of collaboration in a way
that for Memphis is not that common.”
One of the highlights of the symposium was a role-playing session with
parents of children who died a few years

ago. The parents worked with conference
attendees on how to properly deliver bad
news to patients’ families, which can be
a struggle for some health care professionals.
“To have the parents here interacting
on the ground was really wonderful and
valuable,” said Dr. Aimee Thompson,
psychologist with Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital. “At our table we had people
from a number of different disciplines, so
to hear different perspectives and to learn
from one another was really important.”
Few of the attendees had ever been
through a one-on-one workshop with parents before. Feedback described the sessions as incredible, with many attendees
planning to go back to their institutions
and implement a palliative care team.
“We have a group of bereaved parents
who have been integrated into every
aspect of what we do as an entire entity
and also throughout this entire symposium,” said Baker. “They are teaching
doctors and nurses communication.
They are doing role-play where they are

the parent talking to these physicians
about how they might communicate better. They might be able to use language
in a way that may help other parents
and patients more effectively understand
what going on,”
Another symposium session involved
music therapy’s impact on patients with
progressive, incurable cancer.
“What we know is when Amy [Love,
St. Jude’s music therapist] comes into
a room and is able to provide really
beautiful music therapy, everything just
slows down. There is deeper breathing,
less pain, and the room calms down as a
whole,” said Baker.
Love built a stethoscope with a microphone in it, and she will record the child’s
heartbeat and then make up a personalized song for that particular patient, sing
and record it for a family with the heartbeat as the percussion.
The hospital says the inaugural Pediatric Palliative Oncology Symposium was
such a success that next year’s event is
already in the planning stages.
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

Wunderlich Securities to Move HQ
Offices to One Commerce Square
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Wunderlich Securities Inc. is
preparing to move its corporate
headquarters from East Memphis, where the investment firm
employs 110 people, to Downtown’s One Commerce Square.
That’s according to the firm’s
CEO, Gary Wunderlich, who said
a lease hasn’t been signed yet but
that Wunderlich employees were
told of the impending move in
a meeting Wednesday, June 14.
The firm has signed a letter of
intent, and the plan, according
to Wunderlich, is for the firm to
occupy about 30,000 square feet
in the Downtown tower.
The firm, he added, is in the

late stages of negotiating a lease
for at least 12 years at One Commerce, where the firm is looking
at occupying the 16th and 18th
floors.
Wunderlich, which was
founded in 1996, has been headquartered at 6000 Poplar Ave. in
East Memphis for more than a
decade, and about 100 employees appear set to make the move
Downtown in time to start business there on May 1, 2018. Wunderlich plans to keep a presence in
East Memphis, though details of
where have yet to be determined.
“We're very excited about
(this) long-term and significant
commitment to Memphis,” said
Wunderlich, who added that the
firm’s name will be atop the building on two sides, said its presence

in One Commerce will help sell
new Wunderlich recruits on both
the firm and the city.
"We believe a Downtown
corporate headquarters will prove
extremely beneficial to our continued growth both here in Memphis and across the country. All of
us are honored to become part of
the Memphis skyline and eager to
take advantage of all Downtown
Memphis has to offer."
Downtown Memphis Commission president and CEO Terence Patterson was on hand for
the June 14 employee meeting to
help talk up the benefits of being
Downtown. Wunderlich said the
firm also will apply for incentives
from the commission.
“We’re excited to welcome
Wunderlich to Downtown Mem-

phis,” Patterson said. “There’s
great energy in Downtown right
now, and additions like this work
to strengthen the momentum.
We can't wait to have them in the
neighborhood.”
Word of the relocation comes
less than a month after news that
Wunderlich is being acquired
by publicly traded Los Angelesbased financial services firm, B.
Riley Financial, in a $67 million
deal.
In a statement about the acquisition, B. Riley chairman and
CEO Bryant Riley said several factors made the deal attractive to his
firm. In addition to significantly
enhancing B. Riley’s wealth management business, they include
the fact that “Wunderlich's brokerage and research franchises

strategically align with our current operations and expand our
capabilities with minimal overlap
of clients and coverage.”
The deal, meanwhile, doesn't
do anything to the Wunderlich
brand or its operations. Instead,
Wunderlich’s top executive stresses, the firm is doubling down on
its commitment to Memphis, as
the relocation shows.
The more high-profile space
is a symbol of that commitment,
and “our headcount here in Memphis will grow.”
The firm reiterated last month
that its name is staying the same,
as are its clients’ advisers, in the
wake of the B. Riley Financial deal.
Wunderlich himself will join
B. Riley’s board upon closing of
the deal.

THE TIPPING POINT

Drake Sculpts Community Through Art

CHANTAL DRAKE

ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to the Memphis News

Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
A local artist’s photographs of
brightly-hued objects – a yellow
toy school bus, a crystal owl, a
glistening caramel – line the long

(Ziggy Mack)

gallery hall. At a small table near
the end of this candy-colored
array sits Chantal Drake, communications director at Dixon
Gallery and Gardens. To her right,
a doorway opens into the Dixon’s
collection of antique pewter vessels.
The contrast between the
contemporary photographs and
the antique collection – new and
old, playful and stately, local and
Continental – is a fitting depiction
of where the Dixon is at this moment in its 41-year history.

“When I was growing up in
Huntsville, Alabama, art was what
I latched onto,” Drake recalls. She
learned to connect with the world
around her – and with different
cultures in further-flung parts
of the world – “so much better
through a visual language.”
“Art can open your mind,”
she explains, “and allow you so
much more room to grow as a
person – one who’s more socially
conscious, more aware of what’s
happening in the world around
you.”
Now more than ever, Drake
believes, our communities need
art’s vibrant, visual language.
“It’s not just for certain people, and you don’t have to understand the complexities of color
and line. There’s so much to learn
by looking at art.”
That visual language, Drake
knows, goes both ways: the Dixon
listens as much as it speaks.
Today, Drake and her team are
focused on ways to draw more
Memphians through the doors of
the museum.
She and her team are forming a community task force to
identify new ways for Memphians
to get involved. And for many

years, the Dixon has brought the
language of art to area schoolchildren through Art to Grow, an
outreach effort led by the Dixon’s
education department that brings
current exhibits – along with artmaking activities – into Memphis’
K-12 classrooms.
She’s front and center of the
museum’s new digital marketing
strategy, and helping to curate
events and initiatives to reach
a broader audience. Most of us
might not expect karaoke when
considering an art museum,
but the Dixon offers the unexpected – like Broadway Karaoke
and Disney Karaoke. The result?
Active engagement with more
Memphians, more often.
Once visitors have stepped
through the galleries, Drake’s
team is committed to holding
their interest. She and her team
are developing new ways to accomplish this. Beacon technology
soon will enable the museum
to deliver information about
artwork to visitors’ phones while
they’re studying the paintings and
sculptures.
The goal is to make sure that
all people – regardless of age,
race, gender, class or creed – feel

welcome when they enter the
Dixon, and feel at home while
they explore.
From the enormous metallic
purple Easter egg near the entrance – a sculpture by pop-art
king Jeff Koons on view through
August – to the beloved gardens
surrounding the museum, there is
something to delight every visitor.
“To sustain and thrive in this
ever-changing world, we have to
become a much more inclusive
place. We’re on the right track
– we just have to be sure we’re
doing it in the right way.”
That means consistent dialogue with the community. And
Drake is confident the museum
is gaining traction as more Memphians start to hear the Dixon
speaking to them.
“I’m glad I’m here at this
time in Memphis when there’s so
much activity and collaboration,”
Drake notes. “I think we have a
ton of opportunity to grow. I think
we have nothing but opportunity
to grow.”
Chantal Drake is a graduate of New Memphis’ Fellows
program. Learn more at newmemphis.org.
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Shelby County Commission Debates
3-Cent Reduction in Property Tax Rate
balance county
government will
have at the end
of the current fiscal year. Kennedy
said the administration should
have an estimate
at next week’s
committee session.
There were
six votes to advance the tax cut
on first reading;
WALTER BAILEY
MARK BILLINGSLEY
seven will be
needed on third
reading. Commissioner Walter Bailey voted no and comBILL DRIES
missioners Willie Brooks, Reginald Milton,
bdries@memphisdailynews.com
Eddie Jones and Van Turner abstained.
The commission approved the resolution
for a capital budget of $127.1 million
Shelby County Commissioners approved a 3-cent reduction in the county in the fiscal year that begins July 1. Of that
property tax rate Monday, June 12, on the amount, $69.2 million will go to the seven
first of three readings but delayed a vote on public school districts in Shelby County
the operating budget resolution for more based on average daily attendance, with
discussion about how to account for the Shelby County Schools getting 80 percent.
Commission budget committee chairtax-rate cut.
The proposed tax rate of $4.10 – a 3-cent man Steve Basar has said that realistically
reduction in the certified tax rate of $4.13 all of those capital projects will not get done
approved by the state – would come from in the new fiscal year and will be held for
the 3 cents Shelby County Mayor Mark future fiscal years. Capital or construction
Luttrell proposed to go from debt service projects are typically completed in several
to a pay-as-you-go fund for smaller capital phases over several years.
The SCS capital funding secures the
projects.
“Our position is that if it’s the will of school system’s plans to build new, larger
the commission to cut the tax rate, we Alcy and Goodlett elementary schools on
will find a way to do that,” county chief the two existing school sites and consoliadministrative officer Harvey Kennedy told date students from other nearby schools
commissioners. “But we really need those 3 that would close as part of the process. The
cents worth of revenue going into the pay- funding also sets the stage to move ahead
as-you-go fund. We strongly recommend with discussions about a new Woodstock
that you take a look at the general fund, K-12 school in north Shelby County on
which is where the discretionary spending the site of what is now Woodstock Middle
is located. And consider cuts to the budget School and close Northaven and Lucy
elementary schools.
at that point.”
For all of the complications surroundCounty finance director Wanda Richards clarified that the amount is actually 3.7 ing the tax rate calculations and budget
cents slated to go to the new fund Luttrell math, the commission spent most of its
proposed. It was proposed before the cur- time Monday debating a $1.9 million conrent property tax rate of $4.37 was adjusted tract with Clarion Security to provide priand approved by the state at $4.13 to create vate security service at county government
the same amount of revenue for county buildings starting with the new fiscal year.
The contract was rebid last year after
government when the 2017 countywide
property reappraisal is taken into account. commissioners found out the first contract
That puts the operating budget $1.6 would not be subject to percentage goals
million in the red over and above the for minority and locally owned businesses
$732,515 of red ink without the proposed the commission established based on a
disparity study.
tax cut.
There was a contract extension with
“I’m willing to find some way we can
all move together on this,” said commis- Allied during the rebidding. Allied is the
sioner Heidi Shafer, who proposed the tax Pennsylvania-based security company
that would lose the contract at the end of
cut last week.
Commissioners will discuss the tax rate the current fiscal year to Clarion, a coaliand the operating budget in committee ses- tion of local and minority-owned security
sions next week before a second vote on the companies.
The single-year contract has options
property tax rate at their June 26 meeting.
Also essential to the calculations is an to extend the agreement with Clarion for
estimate of what kind of surplus or fund two more years making it a nearly $6 mil-

lion contract.
The commission delayed a vote on the
contract by a 7-6 vote after a lot of debate.
“This is one of the best vetted contracts
of my time on the commission,” Shafer
said.
Bailey questioned whether Allied
guards hired by Clarion would take a cut in
pay and/or benefits. The pay is about the
same and the benefits are among the areas
commissioners will explore in committee
next week.
“These employees are on their hands
and knees begging us,” Bailey said of the
pay and benefits consideration. “Let’s get
a consultant. We don’t know.”
Shafer said it was a matter of “well
placed” Allied executives lobbying commissioners to keep the contract.
As the debate continued, several clusters of commissioners began caucusing in
the commission chambers.
“Are we going to have five meetings
going on?” commissioner Mark Billingsley
said at one point. “If we’re going to cut deals
on the side of the room then it’s time for me
to leave the commission.”

Commissioner George Chism said
Clarion meets and exceeds the percentage goals for minority and locally-owned
businesses.
“This is what we said we were going to
do,” Chism added. “They’ve been vetted
and vetted and vetted. I just don’t understand.”
But Bailey and others favoring the delay
said most of the guards employed by Allied
are African-American, in many cases working that job as a second or third job.
“It’s not so much about who gets the
contract,” said commission chairman
Melvin Burgess. “We’ve got to look out for
the well being of their families.”
Jones said Clarion had pledged to
consider Allied employees with experience working county buildings with a pay
bump that is equal to their pay at Allied
and a week of vacation at the start for
those with at least two years of experience.
Allied pledged to find other assignments
for county building guards that Clarion
doesn’t hire.
“I don’t see where anybody is going to
lose anything,” Jones said.
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Trezevant Senior Living Community
Celebrates 40 Years, Expanded Services
400 people, and new hires this year include it or stop it, but we’re seeing a tremendous
a recreational therapist, licensed social impact with people being able to stay indeworkers, a grants coordinator and director pendent longer, and being able to reduce
the amount of medication they are taking,
of nursing.
“One of the most significant things to for their Parkinson’s in particular.”
Tai chi and yoga exercises help residents
happen on this campus in the past year is
we have really stepped up our game and with balance and can reduce the number
moved our health care services up a notch of falls.
Thompson enjoys the social interacwith the hiring of several physicians,” said
Trezevant CEO Kent Phillips. “One of them tion between the community’s nearly 500
is a new recreational therapist that runs the residents. She plays bridge three times
activities programming and recreational each week, meets friends at happy hour on
therapy programming for our health care campus and works in the chapel.
“There are all kinds of things to do and
side, and we’ve doubled our number of
pleasant people to do them with,” Thompsocial workers.”
The new pharmacy opened up in son said.
Social programming is a very important
March.
“It’s a wonderful addition. We’re the aspect of Trezevant’s mission, according
only retirement community in Memphis to Phillips.
“We want to make every availability to
that has an onsite pharmacy that can serve
all of our residents at all levels of care,” said our residents to socialize as much as posPaul Martin, Trezevant’s director of health sible because from a holistic standpoint,
care operations. “We also have just opened that’s the best thing we can do to improve
up a retail outlet for all of our independent their daily life,” he said.
Next up this year for Trezevant is the
living residents as well. We’re in an environment where pharmacies are significantly renovation of a 4,000-square-foot area in
cutting back on the number of deliveries the health care center that will be converted
that they will make to retirement com- into a dedicated chapel.
The organization also owns additional
munities, so our response to that is just to
have our own internal pharmacy so that our land nearby that might be developed for a
residents never have to leave the building.” future expansion.
To help improve
residents’ mental, emotional and physical acuity, Trezevant now offers
tai chi, yoga, core exercises and even gardening. Parkinson’s patients
can participate in “Rock
Steady Boxing” to improve
strength and balance.
“What we’re seeing
with people who are diagnosed with Parkinson’s is
that Rock Steady Boxing
helps delay the progression Trezevant, a senior living community on North Highland
of the disease,” Martin said. Street, has grown over the years to consist of 14 acres,
“Obviously it doesn’t cure with an expansion in 2008 that tripled its size. (Submitted)

Trezevant staff and residents pose with Memphis police officers at an event the
retirement community held Friday, June 9, to honor first responders.
(Submitted)
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

For Jet Thompson, living at the
Trezevant senior living community is part
of a family tradition. She has been a resident there for the past 16 years – recently
celebrating her 96th birthday – her mother
had lived there for 20 years starting in 1981,
and now two of her daughters are on the
waiting list for admission.
“My mother loved it, and it’s improved a
lot since then,” said Thompson, who made
the decision to move to Trezevant because
she didn’t want to be dependent on her
children. “I really can’t tell you enough
about the feeling that this is a community.
Even if you don’t know some of the people,
you know them by sight.”
Trezevant, located at 177 N. Highland
St., is celebrating its 40th anniversary this
year, and the facility is continuing to grow
with recent new hires, the addition of an
onsite pharmacy for residents and several

new recreational offerings to improve their
health and well-being.
The campus opened near the end of
1976 on 3 acres. Its original construction
consisted of 200 small, independent living
apartments in a tower. Edward H. Little
established Trezevant to honor his wife,
Suzanne Trezevant Little, who devoted
much of her adult life to philanthropic efforts in Memphis and throughout the U.S.
focusing on schools, colleges, churches
and hospitals.
Shortly after its opening, a small nursing
home was built on a single floor.
Over the years, Trezevant has grown to
consist of 14 acres, with a major expansion
in 2008 that tripled the size of its campus,
including a four-story building called
The Terrace to house assisted living and
memory-support residents.
Today, the continuing care retirement
community serves around 480 residents
at all levels of care, including independent
living, assisted living, dementia and skilled
nursing. The facility employs more than
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privately with attorneys Tuesday,
June 6, to discuss the legal issues
involved in what is at least one investigation – a state department
of education audit of grade transcripts at all SCS high schools.
“We take all complaints very

‘Bittersweet’ Move
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seriously,” Caldwell said after the
legal huddle attended by seven
of the nine school board members. “We have a legal, statutory
and moral obligation to get to

(Daily News/Brandon Dahlberg)
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Streets Ministries on Vance Avenue has
worked closely with the residents of Foote Homes,
the last of whom moved out on Jan. 31 in preparation for the demolition of the city’s largest public
housing project.
“It’s a bittersweet pill with many layers,”
said Reggie Davis, executive director at Streets.
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“It’s tough when this is what families know to
be
home, regardless of what other people thought
of
it. I grew up in rural Arkansas and my trailer was
home; I didn’t realize what other people thought
of it.”
Some 385 families have had to relocate in
recent months, according to the Memphis Housing Authority. Formal demolition of the housing

The budget season at City
Hall is over with the Tuesday,
June 6, Memphis City Council
vote approving a $680 million
city operating budget, an $81.3
million capital budget and a $3.27
city property tax rate.
But there is still more discussion and debate ahead about city
government’s priorities and the
council’s role in them.
Council member Martavius
Jones called off plans to propose
a $7.3 million cut in the Memphis
Police budget. The amount was
the funding in the police budget
for 161 positions that police would
not fill in the new fiscal year.
But Jones said city chief operating officer Doug McGowen
convinced him the funding for
the unfilled positions is on paper only.
“I gained some insight,” Jones
said. “But I don’t feel that budget
was presented in a manner that
was as transparent as it should
have been.”
He also said the larger issue of
public safety priorities remains,
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First Horizon CFO: Capital Bank Merger
Creates ‘Nice Platform for Growth’
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

First Tennessee Bank’s parent company is a $30 billion
financial institution that’s put its
cash to work the last few years by
buying back almost 10 percent of
its shares and pursuing smaller
mergers and acquisitions.
And then came the opportunity for First Horizon National
Corp. to buy North Carolinabased Capital Bank Financial
Corp. in a $2.2 billion deal closing later this year that will create
the fourth-largest regional bank
in the Southeast.
First Horizon’s chief financial officer William “BJ” Losch
told attendees at any industry
conference this week the bank
“feels pretty good about where
we sit today.” And its merger
with Capital Bank – a $10 billion
institution – is one reason why.
“Our Capital Bank deal is a
great way to put capital to work,”

Losch said during the Morgan
Stanley Financial Services Conference in New York City. “We
think it gives us a lot of strategic
optionality, it was well-priced in
our opinion, and it gives us a nice
platform for growth.”
One way it does so is by
bringing a large number of new
customers into the First Tennessee orbit. Losch said it also
“orients” the Memphis-based
bank more toward the North and
South Carolina markets, as well
as introducing the company to
the Florida market, another area
where Capital Bank operates.
While publicly traded First
Horizon’s stock is down about
10 percent since the Capital
Bank deal was announced in
May, Losch attributes that more
to a “general downdraft” in
bank stocks over the last several
weeks.
“We want to create a very
unique value proposition in the
Southeast,” he said. “One that
has big bank capabilities but

delivered with a smaller bank
look and feel. And we think if we
do that with the balance sheet
that we’ll have and the breadth
of products that we’ll have, we
will be unique in the industry.”
His comments – about the
merger still in progress, but also
the company’s general footing,
its approach to technology enhancements and more – offered a
look into the approach and roadmap at the biggest bank based in
both Memphis and in Tennessee.
Two months earlier, the bank
had reported a busy, profitable
first quarter, with Losch saying
this week the bank continues to
see double-digit loan and deposit
growth and has multiple lines of
business that are growing, “not
just one or two.”
As has become the wont of
moderators and audiences at
industry gatherings like this one,
First Horizon executives tend to
find themselves addressing questions about possible M&A deals
the bank might pursue. When

Empower the Future

First Horizon CEO Bryan Jordan
addressed the Barclays Global
Financial Services Conference
toward the end of 2016, most respondents to a poll of his crowd
said they suspected First Horizon
would either sell itself to a larger
bank or enter into a merger of
equals over the next few years.
For the bank’s part, Jordan
said, “We think we’ve got the
ability to continue to grow the
business.” And M&A activity
could be one way of doing that.
Losch said as much this week,
stressing that the bank is focused
on the current transaction in
front of it – the Capital Bank
merger that’s expected to close
in the fourth quarter.
“Of course,” he added, “we’d
like to continue to see if it makes
sense for us to grow via acquisition.”
First Tennessee Bank is the
largest piece of First Horizon’s
operation, which also includes
a capital markets unit. Its loan
pipelines are strong, and Losch

TM

If you believe in their future, so will they.
You know that they have the potential to make their dreams come true. The question is, do they?
By becoming a Junior Achievement volunteer, you can empower young people to own their
economic success by sharing your experience and JA’s proven and engaging curriculum. Our
volunteer-delivered, K-12 programs foster workforce readiness, entrepreneurship and financial
literacy skills. Help us inspire kids to dream big and reach their potential. Contact us at
901.366.7800 or visit www.jamemphis.org.

said it’s seeing growth potential
in areas that include commercial
real estate, among other areas.
The bank, he said, also understands it needs to invest in
technology, but judiciously. And
to not necessarily try and keep
pace with the biggest banks in
the country for its own sake.
“Incrementally, from a technology perspective, scale helps,”
Losch said. “But quite frankly,
we’re not one of the largest banks
in the country and so will never
be able to compete with them
apples to apples from a technology perspective. So what we try
to do is really understand what is
most important to our customers
and most important to driving
revenue opportunities first.
“We look a lot more for partnerships and leveraging technology that’s out there than
necessarily building proprietary
(technology). At our size, we
really can’t afford to miss on
technology research and development.”
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Century Mark
A new day and new faces for the Memphis Branch NAACP

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

D

uring a visit
to Memphis
in April, Andrew Young
was talking
with reporters about his lengthy public
history – being part of Dr. Martin Luther King’s inner circle, a
congressman, mayor of Atlanta,
U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations. It was as he talked about
King’s death in Memphis that
Young, without any prompting,
talked about a trio of Memphis
attorneys – Benjamin Hooks,
Russell Sugarmon and A. W. Willis – that were the key to his and
King’s efforts to get things done
in Memphis and the surrounding region.
“I thought they had this state
under control and they got along
good with the governor and they
got along good with both parties,” he said of the trio. “Whoever was in the White House,
they were represented.”
The trio were leaders and attorneys of the Memphis Branch
of the NAACP – the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People – in the late 1950s
and early 1960s.
“He had us coming and going,” Young said of Hooks in
particular. “Giving us spiritual,
political and economic leadership. It broke down when they
started running for office and
that’s the reason I didn’t want to
run for office.”
Young’s memory and political verdict at age 85 is testimony
to the NAACP’s role as not only
the nation’s oldest civil rights
organization but the institution that embodied the AfricanAmerican political establishment
in a city whose most colorful
political chapters are about vivid,
solitary figures outside such
establishment groups – black
or white.
Young’s memory also indicates just how un-monolithic the

city’s racial majority can be, especially on decisions of strategy.
“One of the misnomers that
exists with the NAACP is that one
voice can speak for all AfricanAmericans. And that’s just not
true,” said Keith Norman, immediate past president of the Memphis Branch NAACP. “We are a

KEITH NORMAN

very diverse community. There
are pockets of wealth as well
as pockets of poverty. There’s
the very well-educated and the
not-so-well educated. And all of
our desires are not 100 percent
alike.”
At 100 years old, the Memphis Branch NAACP is the oldest
local civil rights organization
by age, but there are questions
about its relevance nationally
and politically. Those questions
aren’t new. They are recurring.
And now a new era of protests, with a new generation of
protesters and organizers, has
heightened the questions of
relevance.
“Do we still have the kind
of stature in the community we
used to have in the 1960s? No
we don’t,” said Deidre Malone,
who became president of the
Memphis branch in January.
“But do we have the ability to get
back there? I believe we do and
I believe we are working on it.”

The former Shelby County
commissioner and two-time
candidate for Shelby County
mayor was active in the NAACP
for years before becoming the
president. When she became
president, she named a board or
cabinet that included not only
veteran NAACP leaders but some
leaders active in Black Lives Matter and other protest movements
that have been very active in the
last year.
Malone went to them with an
invitation.
“Come on in to the oldest
grassroots civil rights organization and let’s leverage those relationships that you have with the
gravitas that we currently have as
an organization and what a powerful combination that could be,”
is how she described the pitch.
Tami Sawyer, who organized
the city’s first Black Lives Matter
protests in 2014 and has been
active in other causes including education reform and most
recently removing Confederate
monuments from city parks, took
Malone up on the offer.
“I felt that I was able to communicate with her and that she
was more open to bridging the
generational gap,” Sawyer said.
“Just knowing what the NAACP
means to our community historically, I don’t want to see it
fade out.”
Also on the NAACP board is
Earle J. Fisher, pastor of Abyssinian Baptist Church who also
has been active in local protests
the last year.
Fisher is among the newer
voices he describes as “in the
crucible.”
“I’m usually talking to one
side or another,” Fisher said of
appealing to those who think
organizations are too quick to
compromise and those who
preach patience at all costs.
Fisher hosted one of the forums on the reorganization of the
Shelby County Democratic Party

this spring and after listening to
most of the comments told the
gathering, “This group is way
too moderate for me.” But he
also continued to talk with that
group and has with others from a
middle ground that he defines as
anything but middle of the road
politically.
LOSING RELEVANCE?
In May, the national NAACP
board fired national president
Cornell William Brooks after
three years, effective the end of
this month.
Brooks was not considered
a strong enough activist by the
board, even though he was arrested in January as he led a sit-in
at the Alabama Senate office of
Jeff Sessions, who is now U.S.
Attorney General.
Melissa Harris-Perry, a former political commentator on
MSNBC and professor of political

MELISSA HARRIS-PERRY

and international affairs at Wake
Forest University, is among the
critics of the nation’s oldest civil
rights organization.
In a May 30 New York Times
op-ed, Harris-Perry said Brooks’
dismissal isn’t enough.
“Today, it is safe to be a
member of the NAACP. It is also
inconsequential,” she wrote,
suggesting the organization
should “step to the side.”

“If the NAACP is unprepared
for emeritus status, it must be
ready for a return to the bloody
years,” Harris-Perry continued.
“It must become radical and
expect a time when people will
be mocked and potentially even
harmed simply for being aligned
with it. This will happen only if
the organization commits itself
to making substantive change
that disrupts the balance of
power for the most vulnerable.”
Malone read the op-ed and
immediately contacted HarrisPerry to speak at the June 24
centennial event in Memphis.
Harris-Perry agreed.
“I think that is asking a lot,
but I think it’s something that
we need to consider,” Malone
said of the op-ed. “We have to be
comfortable taking positions that
maybe five years ago we were
not comfortable coming out and
taking a position on. We have to
be vocal. I think that’s what our
members expect of us.”
The Memphis branch was
founded in such a climate in
June 1917. Its charter was drawn
up within months after the May
1917 lynching of Ell Persons in
Memphis.
James Weldon Johnson of
the NAACP came to Memphis to
investigate the death of Persons,
who was burned alive as 5,000
gathered and watched in an
event that local newspapers of
the day billed in advance while
reporting on the preparations.
Johnson urged his Memphis
host, Robert Church Jr., who
had already founded a Lincoln
League political organization for
African-Americans, to found an
NAACP chapter.
The NAACP was founded to
combat, expose and condemn
the practice of lynching in the
early 20th century during a resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan.
Johnson and other investigators
traveled clandestinely. NAACP
officials and others who reported
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The new leadership team of the Memphis Branch NAACP is a mix of veterans of the civil rights organization and some new faces. Officers pictured, from left, are Coleman
Thompson, Freda Williams, Leeroy Jones, Gale Jones Carson, Deidre Malone, Debra Davis, Felicia Harris, Tami Sawyer and Earle Fisher.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Memphis Branch NAACP president Deidre Malone spoke at May events marking the
centennial of the lynching of Ell Persons. His death was the catalyst for the formation of the Memphis chapter of the civil rights organization.
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)
events to them used code phrases in dispatches. The phrases chronicled in “The
Robert R. Churches of Memphis,” the
family biography of the wealthy AfricanAmerican father and son, include using
the word “cash” for a rape. Someone who
“purchased Memphis” had been lynched
in Memphis. “Wire funds” was code for
recommending an immediate investigation and “sale Memphis” meant a race riot
with a dollar figure indicating the total of
black citizens injured.
The exodus of black Memphians out of

the city and region in the wake of Persons’
lynching included the city’s most famous
musician, W.C. Handy. As Handy was
walking Beale Street, he came across a
crowd gathered around Persons’ severed,
burned head that those from the lynching
had taken to Beale Street and thrown into
the crowd.
In his autobiography, “Father of the
Blues,” written 24 years later, Handy remembered Persons as “Tom Smith” – “a
pleasant easy-going young fellow.”
Handy’s biographer, David Robertson,

confirms that Smith was Ell Persons and
that the aftermath of the lynching brought
to the surface a long history of sudden,
indiscriminate racial violence by white
mobs often with law enforcement looking the other way, at best, or leading the
mob at worst as was the case in the 1866
Memphis Massacre.
“Stunned, deeply resentful, I had
walked slowly to the office,” Handy wrote.
“All the brutal savage acts I had seen
wreaked against unfortunate human beings came back to torment me – particularly those in which the luckless one came
near being myself.”
Handy’s account of his Memphis years
up to 1917 as a musician and bandleader
is replete with encounters with armed
white men while traveling, and fast exits
from towns, hidden in woods until nightfall and on trains hurriedly mobilized as
lynch mobs went looking for anyone who
wasn’t white.
“Someday I would be gone,” Handy remembered of his resolve. “They’d look for
me on Beale Street, up and down the river,
along the Yellow Dog and the Peavine but
I would not be there.”
A century later, the NAACP was part of
events marking the centennial of Persons’
lynching as it and other groups including
the Lynching Sites Project unveiled historical markers near what is left of the old
Macon Road Bridge where Persons was set
afire as the crowd watched.
Malone was among the speakers.
Four days later, she spoke at protests in

the Civic Center Plaza as Sessions was in
the city to speak to local criminal justice
system leaders.
Sawyer was among those in Malone’s
cabinet who pushed for the Memphis
branch’s involvement.
“For our organization it wasn’t about
him coming to Memphis,” Malone said.
“We understand that the mayor and
elected officials have to meet with any
elected or appointed federal official to
try to get whatever they need for our city.
But at the end of the day, our officials still
have a responsibility to say we don’t want
our jail overcrowded, and with these lowlevel drug charges and these mandatory
sentences that is what is about to happen,
and that was the case 10, 15 years ago and
we don’t want to go back to that.”
The protesters gathered on the Front
Street side of the Odell Horton-Clifford
Davis Federal Building just two blocks
from the exit ramp onto Front from the
Hernando DeSoto Bridge – the sight of the
July 10 Black Lives Matter protest march
that shut down the bridge for several
hours. It was the largest march of its kind
the city had seen in 40 years.
As the planned BLM march from the
National Civil Rights Museum to the plaza
of FedExForum became a spontaneous
march to the bridge, Norman – who was
still president of the Memphis NAACP –
turned his home into a communications
center. The bridge crowd grew to more
naacp continued on P29
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Local Political Parties See District 95
Special Election as Trump Litmus Test
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

A total of 2,700 citizens cast early
votes in advance of the June 15 special
State House District 95 election in eastern
Shelby County.
On election day, three of the 14 polling places, two in Collierville and one in
Germantown, will move from their regular
locations.
The Shelby County Election Commission announced the changes last week as
early voting was ending. The election is to
fill the District 95 seat vacancy created by
the resignation of Republican state Rep.
Mark Lovell in February.
Collierville 4 is moving the Collierville
Church of Christ, 575 W. Shelton Road.
Collierville 6 is moving to New Shelby
Missionary Baptist Church, 1059 Bray
Station Road.
And Germantown 3 is voting on
election day at Farmington Elementary
School, 2085 Cordes Road.

The special election for the vacant seat
is only item on the ballot in a district that
is mostly Collierville and contains parts
of Germantown and Eads.
It features Republican Kevin Vaughan,
Collierville school board member; Democrat Julie Byrd-Ashworth, an attorney; and
independent contenders Robert Schutt
and Jim Tomasik.
The early voter turnout is 5.2 percent
of the 51,000 eligible voters in the district.
Local Democratic and Republican
leaders have put a lot of emphasis on
the race because of the 2016 upset of
Republican incumbent House member
Steve McManus by Democratic challenger
Dwayne Thompson in neighboring District 96. Thompson has been among the
most visible and vocal allies campaigning
for Byrd-Ashworth by telling the story of
his upset win.
Democrats have repeatedly cited
Thompson’s upset victory last year in the
Republican suburban areas in trying to
build turnout for Byrd-Ashworth.
State Republican Party chairman Scott

Former county commissioner Sidney Chism’s annual political picnic in Westwood
Saturday, June 10, was light on the political push in this off-election year for most of
Shelby County. Chism is running for Shelby County mayor in 2018.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
Golden has told local Republicans that
Democrats will try to make the race a
referendum on President Donald Trump’s
first half a year in office. And he’s urged
them to rally around Vaughan.
“We got to get out there,” Democratic
Shelby County Commissioner Reginald
Milton said from the stage at former
commissioner Sidney Chism’s annual
political picnic in Westwood, far from
the door-to-door canvassing underway
by all sides over the weekend in District
95. “Every vote counts.”
Chism’s picnic was more about the
2018 countywide elections. Chism’s campaign for the Democratic nomination for
county mayor dominated the gathering.
His supporters wore red T-shirts with
a campaign logo featuring the cowboy
hat Chism usually sports and the slogan
“Together, We Got The Numbers” on the
back.
George “Dempsy” Summers, a candidate for Probate Court Clerk who works
in county support services, also had a
presence at the gathering. Summers also
spoke at the Republican Women of Purpose gathering last week.
Chism’s picnic is a bipartisan gathering at which all candidates are welcome,
with Chism occasionally exercising his
right to endorse another candidate in
front of that candidate’s rival.
This year, Chism let the T-shirts and
signs do the talking.
Retired sheriff’s deputy Bennie Cobb
confirmed he will be seeking the Democratic nomination for Shelby County
Sheriff again on the 2018 ballot. Cobb
was the party’s nominee in the 2014 elections, losing to incumbent Republican
Bill Oldham.
Oldham isn’t running again because
of term limits.
“What do you want out of your sher-

iff?” Cobb asked the picnic crowd, citing
the city’s record homicide count of 228 in
2016 as a reason for change in the sheriff’s
department.
“I am boots on the ground,” he said of
his philosophy of “intervention, prevention and education.”
Oldham’s chief deputy, Floyd Bonner,
is seeking the Democratic nomination for
sheriff as well and has Oldham’s endorsement.
In the Republican primary, Dale
Lane, director of the county’s Office of
Preparedness and a former sheriff’s office
leader, is running for sheriff. Lane first
sought the nomination in 2010.
In a weekend Facebook post, Sam
Goff, Midtown Memphis Development
Corp. president and a mortgage loan officer, announced he will be running next
year for County Commission District 7,
the seat currently held by commission
chairman Melvin Burgess.
Burgess is serving his second consecutive term and cannot seek re-election to
the commission because of term limits.
Meanwhile, Shelby County Young
Democrats met in Soulsville Saturday and
elected Danielle Inez as new president
of the organization, which has flown the
Democratic banner since last August
when the Shelby County Democratic
Party was dissolved.
The county party was ordered
disbanded by the Tennessee Democratic Party after years of dysfunction on the local executive committee
and disastrous countywide elections in
2010 and 2014 for Democratic slates of
candidates.
The reorganization of the county party
is pending, with a county party convention tentatively set this month to adopt
new bylaws and elect new leaders now
looking like a July convention.
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Medicaid Cuts Could Hit Rural
Tennessee Children Hardest

SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

As Congress fiddles with an Obamacare
replacement, one likely to cut billions in
Medicaid spending, health care experts
warn a decrease in funding could be hard
on Tennessee.
During a recent forum in Jackson, Andy
Schneider of the Georgetown Center on
Children and Families reported that 50 percent of Tennessee’s children in small towns
and rural areas are covered by Medicaid, a
higher percentage than the rest of the nation, and more than in Tennessee’s urban
areas where 39 percent have Medicaid.
As such, Medicaid, or the state’s
TennCare plan, is “a basic part of the health
care fabric of rural America, generally, and
especially in Tennessee for kids and families,” Schneider says.
With the Republican-controlled U.S.
Senate trying to pass a House bill to repeal
and replace the Affordable Care Act, including provisions to cut Medicaid spending by
$834 billion, what happens?
If the federal government reduces the
amount it sends to Tennessee for Medicaid
coverage, primarily for children, seniors
and the disabled, Tennessee will have to
raise taxes or take money from other state
programs, Schneider explains. Or, it can
cut the amount of money it spends on
services for families and children or reduce
the amount it pays providers for health
care services.
“None of those are particularly good
options,” Schneider adds.
Such a move could damage health
care statewide, for instance, harming the
University of Tennessee Family Practice
Residency Program run by Dr. Greg Mitchell, one of the state’s leading providers for
Medicaid-eligible children.
More than 60 percent of his patients are
insured through Medicaid, but with an operating margin of 1 percent or less already
his services could suffer if those children
lose Medicaid or the state starts paying less.
“So, there will be a ripple effect and it
won’t be pretty, not just for family practice
organizations like his, but for rural hospitals,” Schneider says.
Tennessee’s rural hospitals have been
struggling for several years for a variety
of reasons, with at least five shuttering.
If more than half of the children it treats,
along with many of the elderly, are on
Medicaid, and the federal government,
which pays 65 percent of the program’s
cost, starts to walk away, the situation will
escalate, Schneider says.
In addition, rural health infrastructure
needs an overhaul as part of an overall
rural development strategy involving job
creation and transportation, he points out.
The system must be reliable, too, or health
care companies won’t make investments,
and those who do want to invest will have

a hard time finding the money because
lenders won’t see paying customers.
The GOP’s American Healthcare Act
would reduce the deficit by $119 billion
over the next 10 years, according to the
Congressional Budget Office. Its biggest
savings would come from cuts to Medicaid
and a replacement of the Affordable Care
Act’s subsidies with new tax credits.
Most importantly, the number of
people expected to be insured would be
cut by about 23 million, the CBO estimates.
Federal spending would be increased
by $117 billion for Patient and State Stability Fund Grants to reduce premiums.
Another $210 billion is projected for penalty payments along with $664 billion in a
repeal or delay on taxes on high-income
people, fees on manufacturers and excise
taxes enacted by Obamacare.
In reaching that bottom line, though,
the act doesn’t factor in the impact on rural
and metro areas across the country.
“It’s all about what does the federal
government need, how much does it need
to save and let’s just turn the dial down,”
Schneider says.
CONGRESSIONAL OUTLOOK
Tennessee leaders are stuck in a mindset against Obamacare.
In fact, U.S. Rep. Scott DesJarlais, who
helped kill the initial health care plan
earlier this year because it wasn’t conservative enough, says he doesn’t believe the
Congressional Budget Office calculations.
And though he says he is concerned about
people having insurance, he is hell-bent
on repealing the Affordable Care Act, saying that’s the main reason he was elected.
“First of all, look at what we have in
Tennessee,” says DesJarlais, a South Pittsburg Republican who represents Tennessee’s 4th Congressional District. “There’s
counties where you can’t even buy a plan,
so the CBO score of the Obama bill eight
years ago missed the target on almost everything. I don’t put a lot of stock in what
the CBO says because we haven’t had free
market health care in a while.
“And I think what we pass is going to
allow people to pick and choose what they
want in terms of health care coverage, and
they’re going to be able to buy it for a lower
price.”
DesJarlais contends people have insurance cards and believe they have coverage
but can’t afford co-pays and deductibles.
As they roll back the Affordable Care Act,
he says, Republicans want insurance to be
able to cross states, have permission for
more generic drug coverage, tort reform
and increased patient choice.
One of the main provisions DesJarlais
likes about the Republican plan is a move to
tighten restrictions on disabilities, making
sure “able-bodied” people who can work
don’t receive Obamacare subsidies.
No doubt, people who can work should
find a job. But is that really what is undermining Obamacare? Or, is it states such
as Tennessee, which refused to play ball
with the feds because the Legislature didn’t
want to give Barack Obama a win? Half the
nation is making the Affordable Care Act
work, but we can’t or won’t do it.

A group called Protect our Care Campaign, meanwhile, argues the American
Healthcare Act, in addition to cutting coverage for millions, will raise premiums by
20 percent, especially for people over 50,
and eliminate protection for people with
pre-existing conditions, making them pay
higher premiums for coverage, in addition
to rationing care for Medicaid and stopping
Medicaid expansion.
The bill also ends requirements for covering maternity and newborn care, as well
as access to preventative and contraceptive
care as it defunds Planned Parenthood, the
group says.
“While everyone else loses, the wealthy
and insurance and drug companies get
$600 billion in new tax breaks. They now
will have to answer for it to their constituents,” says Leslie Dach, director for the
campaign.
Furthermore, Dach’s group accuses
Senate Republicans of trying to rush the
bill to passage even though it allows insurance companies to reinstate lifetime and
yearly caps on coverage, enable insurers
to profit from more premiums rather than
return money to consumers, impose an
“age tax” on people between 50 and 64 and
convert Medicaid to a program with a “per
capita cap.”
Where is Tennessee?
Right now, nowhere.
The state Legislature balked at Gov.
Bill Haslam’s Insure Tennessee plan two
years ago, a proposal to tap into $1 billion
annually paid to the federal government
and use it to expand free-market coverage
to about 290,000 people caught in a gap
between Medicaid and Obamacare. One
of the ideas was to set up health savings
accounts, a great plan unless you need a
$50,000 knee surgery.
House Speaker Beth Harwell then convened a 3-Star Healthy Task Force, which
came up with a plan to phase in coverage,
starting with those suffering from mental
health problems, then taking in the working poor. It would have done about the
same thing as Insure Tennessee but sits on
the shelf waiting for Congress.
Haslam, who remains wildly popular in
Tennessee but not so much among conservative legislators, says it is “premature” to
decide whether the state would opt out of
covering pre-existing conditions if given
the opportunity.
“First of all, they have to pass a bill in
Congress, which I still think is going to be
an uphill battle, to be honest with you. Second, I can’t see us opting out, even if they
did, totally opting out of covering people
with pre-existing conditions,” Haslam says.
“I’ve been asking for more flexibility, but
I don’t see Tennessee doing that. Again,
that’s all speculation because we’re a long
way, I think, from Congress passing a new
health care bill.”
Sam Stockard can be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.
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The Memphis News features
columns from guest contributors
writing about a variety of topics,
ranging from small-business
strategies to personal finance
advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns
as well as up-to-the-minute
news coverage, please visit
memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Though employer-matching 401(k)
funds are sometimes touted as “free
money,” there usually are strings
attached. Columnists Ray and Dana
Brandon say knowing what you’re
getting into can help you make the
best decision to fit your circumstances.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES

If your organization isn’t moving
forward even though everyone
claims to be on board, you may be
dealing with “planned confusion.”
Before exasperation and inertia take
over, check out columnists Mel and
Pearl Shaw’s five suggestions to keep
you – and your organization – from a
frightful future.

RANDY HUTCHINSON

GUEST COLUMN

Some companies try to avoid
negative reviews by implementing
so-called gag clauses. Guest columnist Randy Hutchison, president and
CEO of Better Business Bureau of the
Mid-South, points out such practices
are against the law, and a violation
could result in steep penalties.

LORI TURNER- WILSON

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING

LinkedIn is the single largest social
platform focused exclusively on the
business sector. If all you use it for is
accepting the occasional connection
request, columnist Lori Turner-Wilson says it’s time to stop playing and
get serious.
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CAREER CORNER

Flexibility?
Yes, Indeed
I recently had the opportunity to travel to
Austin, Texas, to meet a number of folks who
work at the job website Indeed.com. If you’ve
looked for a job in the last 10 years, there’s a
good chance you’ve visited Indeed.
In 2010, they passed Monster to become the
highest-trafficked job site in the United States.
In May, a report from SilkRoad found that Indeed helps people get more jobs than all other
sites combined. According to SilkRoad, the site
delivered 72 percent of interviews and 65 percent of new hires in 2016. That’s powerful stuff.
I spoke with Paul Wolfe, Indeed’s senior
vice president of human resources. I wanted
to get his take on what job seekers are looking
for in a future employer. Not only does Paul
lead the charge on Indeed’s hiring, but he has
insight into the hiring process at companies
around the world.
As you might expect, one of the key things
employees are looking for is flexibility. Since
2014, job searches including words related to
flexible work arrangements (think “work from
home” jobs) has been on the rise globally.
“Flexibility is a big thing,” said Paul. “With
the advances of technology, you can do your
job from any place really.”
Student debt is also on the minds of job
seekers. Twenty-five percent of students say
that loan assistance is a high priority for them,
while just 3 percent of employers are offering it.
“In some cases, it takes 21 years just to pay
off your four-year degree. You’re in a hole before you even start your career, which is tough.”
For the companies that do offer this benefit,
some structure it around specific performance
goals similar to a bonus payout, while for other
companies, it’s a fixed amount.
Paul is an advocate of unlimited paid time
off too.
He explained, “I want our employees to be
happy. I want them to continue to nurture relationships outside of the company – with family
and a significant other, friends, colleagues.”
He says he wants his employees to take time
off before they hit a wall.
“As a HR leader, I know that when you hit
the wall, productivity is not great. Your work
product suffers. You have probably become a
little disengaged at that point.”
Paul observes other trends related to flexibility, such as expanded maternity and paternity care plans that offer longer leave periods.
Indeed’s employee tagline is, “We care
about what you care about.” Ultimately, if
a company wants to capture the hearts and
minds of their employees, they need to find
out what’s important to them. I speak with job
seekers every day who would exchange a portion of their paycheck for flexibility, respect and
fulfillment. It seems that Indeed is finding the
same to be true within its organization.
For my entire interview with Paul Wolfe,
watch for the upcoming podcast episode on
iTunes (bit.ly/jobpodcast).
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

RedRover Adds Will Cook
As Design Architect
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

RedRover Sales & Marketing has added three new employees in
recent months, including design architect Will Cook, who has
more than 10 years of graphic design experience and comes to
RedRover from The Commercial Appeal and Savant Learning
Systems. In his new role, Cook primarily designs print and web
collateral for RedRover’s clients while also assisting the sales and
marketing teams in other ways, including participating in sales
meetings and calls.

Hometown: Martin, TN
Experience: The Commercial
Appeal, Savant Learning Systems, Think Signs. Bachelor
of Fine Arts from the University of Tennessee at Martin.
What talent do you wish you
had? I wish I had enough skill
to be a professional musician.
What attracted you to RedRover, and what are your
goals in your new role? I saw
in RedRover an opportunity
not only to further my career,
but also to find a place I could
confidently work for many
years. This company is serious about completing work.

That’s the kind of place I want
to be for the long term.
Who/what inspired you to
pursue art, and how did you
parlay it into a career? My
parents inspired me to find a
career in the arts. My mom,
Jennifer, is a classical singer
and teacher, and my dad,
Doug, is chair of Art, Dance
and Theatre at UTM. They
were an inspiring pair to say
the least. My career developed quickly. I went out and
found a place where I could
quickly make an impact. I
worked for Jason Green at
Think Signs for the first four
years of my design career.
It was a place where I could

In addition to Will Cook, both Catherine
Knoll and Tammy Sanders have joined
RedRover Sales & Marketing. Knoll is
a 10-year marketing veteran whose focus at RedRover is on digital strategy
and campaigns. She previously held
marketing positions at Mahaffey Fabric
Structures and Challenger Corp. Sanders
joined RedRover as office manager, with
oversight of financial, HR and administrative functions. Her career has included roles in administrative management,
improved operations and teaching.
Dawn Jones, operations and administrations manager with Resource Label
Group LLC, has been named 2017 Entrepreneur of the Year by the Bartlett Area
Chamber of Commerce. Jones, who has
been with Resource for 20 years, recently
spearheaded a new construction project
so her company can move to the Bartlett
Corporate Park from its current location
off Lamar Avenue.

enjoy a lot of freedom for a
young artist. I also had firsthand experience with commercial printing equipment.
Bonus.
I hear you’re an avid comics
fan. Are there certain artists and/or titles that wow
you from a design perspective? Wow, I could talk about
comics for well more than
460 words. Writers certainly
influence me – particularly
now – but, I’ll stick to artists for the sake of time. The
first moment I remember
seeing a piece of comic art
that really changed the way
comic books looked to me
was Spider-Man #1. This was

Desiree Lyles Wallace has joined Agape
Child & Family Services as director of human resources. Wallace has more than
15 years of HR experience, most recently
serving as human resources business
partner for Bayer HealthCare. Ava Conley has joined Agape as administrative
assistant. Conley most recently served as
recruiter and social media coordinator
for Memphis Teacher Residency.
David Edwards with Compass Group
USA has been named director of dining services at Trezevant. With more
than 30 years of high-profile food service and health care administrative
experience, Edwards will oversee dining operations and staff for the senior
living community. Teresa Johnson has
joined Trezevant as communications
and program coordinator. Prior to this
role, Johnson served as media buyer for
Archer Malmo and advertising account
executive for CRSA, formerly of the LCS

WILL COOK

written and drawn by Todd
McFarlane. This featured
Spidey in a crouched position completely covered in
webbing with black spiders
all around him. I used to just
stare at this cover for hours
wondering how in the world
it was created. I had similar
experiences with lots of Jim
Lee art, John Romita Jr., and
later Frank Miller.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? Study.
You have to study. In the art
world, it means creating as
much as possible. You have
to keep that pencil sharpened.

family of senior living brands.
Four Rhodes College employees have
been awarded the college’s 2017 Outstanding Staff Awards based on nominations submitted by faculty, staff,
and students. The winners are: Robert
Randolph, Outstanding Administrative
Services Staff Award; Reida Benson,
Outstanding Administrative Staff Award;
and Johnny Austin and Rob Schrier,
Outstanding Administrator Awards.
Fisher Phillips has been named the
top labor and employment law firm in
the United States in a survey of readers of Corporate Counsel magazine.
The 2017 “Best of Corporate Counsel”
list based on more than 1,500 votes.
Readers cast ballots in 55 categories
via online ballot, and voting was limited to professionals working within inhouse corporate legal and compliance
departments.
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Whitehaven Leaders Unveil New
Economic Development Group
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

It’s been 10 months since Rev. Earle
Fisher was among the individuals turned
away from Graceland’s annual candlelight
vigil by Memphis police in a reaction to
possible protests at the event.
It’s been about a year since the dormant Whitehaven Economic Development
Corp. seemed on the verge of being revived
and a full-time director hired to pursue a
coordinated economic development plan
for the area.
Those two very different movements
intersected Wednesday, June 14, when
the earlier revival of the 27-year-old group
gave way to the unveiling of a new nonprofit – the Greater Whitehaven Economic
Redevelopment Corp. – with Fisher, the
pastor of Abyssinian Missionary Baptist
Church of Whitehaven, as president of the
17-member board.
“Whitehaven has been the epicenter of
economic growth in Memphis, especially
for people of color,” Fisher said in a written
statement announcing the board. “Recently, many of the economic initiatives

have not equitably benefited the residents
and corporations alike. GWERC intends to
be an ally to corporations and community
partners.”
Those corporations include Graceland,
which is represented on the board.
Fisher is a plaintiff in a pending federal
lawsuit over how police and Graceland
handled the protest.
Graceland opened the 450-room Guest
House at Graceland resort last October
and followed in March with Elvis Presley’s
Memphis, the 200,000-square-foot entertainment complex across Elvis Presley
Boulevard from the mansion. Together,
the resort and entertainment complex
represent a $137 million expansion.
Graceland Holdings LLC managing
partner Joel Weinshanker touted a workforce at the two new properties, as well as
the Graceland mansion itself, that is 70 percent from within the Whitehaven ZIP code.
And when Graceland broke ground on the
entertainment complex, Weinshanker said
he fought to build the resort in Whitehaven
despite efforts to persuade the company
to build either in Downtown Memphis or
in Nashville.
A selection committee picked Fisher

and the 16 other board members from
Whitehaven businesses and community
groups after getting 60 applications. The
board elected Fisher as its leader.
The committee and the board have
been meeting since December to map out
their first year. What follows are public
forums across Whitehaven leading up to
a Whitehaven Economic and Employment Summit in September. Beyond that
is a three- to five-year strategic plan for
economic redevelopment.
“We understand the need to employ
more Whitehaven residents, increase the
number of black-owned and minority
businesses in the area, and ensure that
the whole community is empowered,”
Fisher said.
Also on the board of directors are: Jason
Berger of Olymbec USA; Mary Donald,
founder of Tchulahoma Corridor Neighborhood Watch; Tanya Bowley of Visionary
Urban Development Corp.; Otha L. Brandon Jr.; Bill Carrier of API Photographers
Inc.; Shirley Cobbins of Universal Commercial Real Estate LLC; Andrea Echols
of First Tennessee Bank; Charles Everett
of FedEx Services; William Frazier of Cash
Out Solutions Tax Services; Andre Gibson

of the Greater Memphis Chamber; Gary
Hahn of Elvis Presley Enterprises; Lesa Halfacre of Southwest Tennessee Community
College; Gerald Perry, a retired Memphis
Police officer; Ruth Rawlings of Feed the
Needy; and Chuck Strong of Piano’s Flowers and Gifts.
Memphis City Council member Patrice
Robinson, whose district includes part of
Whitehaven, said the board will “bring
fresh ideas, new initiatives and tremendous energy, as it works hard to create
new economic opportunity and growth for
those who need it most in our community.”
Robinson also has pushed for movement on streetscape improvements on
Elvis Presley Boulevard between Brooks
Road and Shelby Drive. The improvements
were to get underway earlier this year after
being stalled since a formal kickoff at Elvis
Presley and Brooks in November 2012.
The earlier plan to revive the Whitehaven Economic Development Corp. was
linked to long-standing efforts to promote
a Memphis Aerotropolis, a mixed-use
development plan with Memphis International Airport as its center. It wasn’t clear
Wednesday if the new effort is allied with
Aerotropolis plans.
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U N I V E R S I T Y O F M E M P H I S AT H L E T I C S

Facilities, Football Fever Growing
At the University of Memphis

University of Memphis athletic director Tom Bowen says the Tigers' football schedule over the next
several seasons gives Memphis a good chance of continuing to go to bowl games. 
(Joe Murphy)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

This is Part 1 of an exclusive interview with University of Memphis
athletic director Tom Bowen. Part
2 will be published next week.
Somewhere, in a long-ago
Division 1 sports galaxy far away,
an athletic director could catch his
breath after his college baseball
team made its last out and before
his football team started practice.
Not so much now.
The job, like the sports seasons themselves, can seem neverending. University of Memphis
athletic director Tom Bowen was
gracious enough to take more
than an hour one morning to
speak with The Daily News and it
just so happened to be on June 8,
2017 – or five years to the day he
started work here.
“What used to be traditional
quiet time, second week of June
to about the second week of July,
is now gone,” Bowen said, adding
that June is when he’s working
against a deadline for scholarship
support.
That wasn’t a complaint, mind
you, just the stating of a fact. That
to oversee an athletic department
with 388 student-athletes ages

18-24 is more than a full-time job.
Immediately prior to coming
to Memphis, Bowen spent about
nine years as AD at San Jose State.
Before going to San Jose State, he
was executive director of the 49ers
Foundation for San Francisco’s
NFL franchise.
So, by the time Bowen arrived
in Memphis, he understood the
importance of oversight and fundraising. In fiscal 2014, he and his
team fundraised a record $19.5
million. Justin Fuente already
was the head football coach when
Bowen arrived, but when he left
for Virginia Tech Bowen hired
Mike Norvell to replace him. He
also hired Tubby Smith to lead
the men’s basketball program
last year.
Memphis is in the final phase
of the “Time to Shine” campaign
with a new state-of-the-art men’s
basketball practice facility nearing completion and ground was
finally broken on a new indoor
football practice facility last April.
There is much optimism about
football, concern among the fan
base about basketball, and the
sting from being left off a Big 12
expansion that never happened
anyway seems to have mostly
healed. Which doesn’t mean
Bowen doesn’t have thoughts on

realignment, because he does.
Bowen addresses conference
realignment, Wichita State joining
the American Athletic Conference, Tubby Smith and the men’s
basketball program and more in
Part 2 of this interview next week.
TDN: Plenty of coaches and
athletic directors have said that
in this day and age that you better
have cranes in the air at all times.
That if you’re not continually
enhancing facilities, you’re falling
behind. True?
Bowen: I do think you’ve got
to do massive capital infrastructure strategic planning. So when
I got here in 2012, we sat down
and had a list of the six areas that
had to have capital infrastructure.
Number five on that list was the
basketball practice facility and
number six was the football offices and indoor training facility.
Now we’ve recalibrated another
list that became active in 2016,
which is the addition of a baseball team room and expansion of
baseball facilities. That construction will start in July. The outfield
fence needs to be immediately
addressed. There needs to be a
digitized scoreboard in right field.
The track area stands need
to be upgraded and scoreboard
and lights so I can start playing

soccer in the evening and run
some high-level track meets. The
Olympic weight room, while I’ve
done some improvement to it,
needs a massive overhaul. The
women’s locker rooms need to be
overhauled.
TDN: So it’s constant?
Bowen: The new facilities are
fun and exciting to do and then
there’s all the real work in the care
of current facilities you have. So
2016-17-18 will have its own series
of capital infrastructures. And
then at the end of ’18, there will
be another list that will start. The
current football weight room may
need some upgrades. Elma Roane
Fieldhouse may need some new
upgrades. When I got here, R.C.
Johnson and his administration
had been very active in building
new facilities. So it was nice to see
you could continue that. Investments had taken place.
TDN: The basketball facility
will have a foyer recognizing decades of Tiger basketball tradition
and that foyer might be usable
for receptions and other events.
Sounds pretty compelling apart
from the day-to-day basketball
uses.
Bowen: I do think when the
basketball facility is completed,
it will be the finest in the country.
And we’re already getting accolades for it.
TDN: When will it be done?
Bowen: For sure Nov. 1. By
October they can be practicing
in there.
TDN: And in all sports the
facilities matter when recruiting?
Bowen: Prospective Division
1 student-athletes at the highest
level – really bright, talents, motivated, self-reliant young men and
young women – there has to be
the nuances of all the things they
care about. One is a great university, great place to study, great
environment. We got that. One is
a great city where people like to
support the teams and they like to
come out to games. No prospective student-athlete likes to play in
an empty stadium. Third part, of
course, is the head coach and his
charisma and leadership and integrity, his staff, your teammates.
And the other piece that kind of
locks it in is the kind of cool facil-

ity I’m going to spend a lot of my
time in. And the fact we’re Nike. It
matters, it really does.”
TDN: Football practice starts
in late July this year. There is genuine excitement around town, a
prospect of a fourth straight bowl
season. Safe to say you’re excited
about what this means now and
going forward?
Bowen: In 2017, to have one
of the finest young coaches in the
country, one of the best coaching
staffs, the No. 1 recruiting class in
the Group of Five, the best recruiting class in the American Athletic
Conference, to have all this buzz
about what we can be … now the
standard is set for us to be committed to excellence. And I don’t
think that will ever change.
We’re gonna have more than
400 former players come back for
our football reunion. To know that
our M Club membership now is
almost at 700 – former studentathletes, men and women – and
when I got here our membership
was less than 120 members. So
we’re seeing this tremendous
surge in pride and excitement.
TDN: How are season ticket
sales going?
Bowen: We have surpassed
last year’s record. Season football
parking is sold out. That’s never
happened. We’re north of 8,400
season tickets. Last year at this
time we were at maybe 3,500.
TDN: What can you say about
football scheduling, besides expecting a big crowd in September
for the UCLA game?
Bowen: The scheduling that
took place in 2012, you’re seeing
now in ’16, ’17, ’18. Next year we’re
at Missouri and in ’19 we have Ole
Miss to start the season. In ’20 we
pick up Mississippi State. In ’21
it’s Mississippi State again. So we
had seven home games last year,
we’ll have seven home games this
year, next year we’ll have six and
then we’ll be back to seven. To be
a non-Power Five school and have
seven home games is remarkable.
And what it does is it guarantees
you should get close or be bowleligible in those seasons because
you win about 80 percent at home.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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PGA GOLF

Thriving FedEx St. Jude Classic
Draws Golf Fans, Raises Funds
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Perspective can be too easy of a word. It
can get thrown around casually, especially
in big-time sports settings. But at the FedEx
St. Jude Classic, “perspective” isn’t just a
clichéd line for a moment in time.
Rather, it’s real and always in play. This
was the tournament’s 60th year, that fact
duly noted in a new logo with the words:
“60 Years Y’all.” It was a natural twist of the
traditional “Hush Y’all” signs that dot the
course at TPC Southwind.
So no, there’s not much chance anyone
will lose sight of the value of this tournament to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital or to the city at large. The yearly PGA stop
has generated more than $36 million for the
hospital. And it’s the longest-running major
pro sports event in town.
It has been said over and over, but it
is no less true: Everyone is somehow connected to the hospital, has a story about
someone in their family, a friend, a work
associate. The Monday before this year’s
tournament started, various sports celebrities were here to play in the Danny Thomas
Pro-Am. One of them was former big-league
all-star pitcher Brad Penny. He had put in
the winning bid at another event to come
be part of FESJC Week.
“In 2009 when I was playing in Boston,
I had a cousin who was 9 years old and
he’s been a patient here for a while now,”
Penny said. “He still comes for check-ups –
he’s clear – but it was a brain cancer. From
my family I hear the stories, so there’s no
reason not to support this. People always
talk about pressure we have (as athletes).
It’s not pressure.”
To that point, Stewart Cink, 44, entered
Sunday’s final round in a three-way tie for
the lead. He won the British Open back
in 2009, but hasn’t won on tour since. He
finished the FESJC at -6, tied for 10th-place.
And all things considered, it was more than
fine. His wife Lisa, who is still undergoing
treatment for breast cancer, was feeling
well enough to be at the FESJC following
her husband.
Asked about the “perspective” recent
life events had brought to him, Cink said:
“I’ll never get rid of that. That will be something I’ll always carry with me.”
There have been other opportunities
for all to look at golf differently this week.
Before arriving here, Phil Mickelson had
announced he would be skipping the U.S.
Open to attend his daughter’s high school
graduation, where she will be giving a
speech.
That’s why Ted Davis, 50, was standing

Daniel Berger clinched his second FedEx St. Jude Classic win Sunday, June 11. The tournament, held at TPC Southwind, has
generated more than $36 million for St. Jude in its 60-year history. 
(Memphis News/Brandon Dahlberg)
three-deep in a crowd Sunday morning as
Lefty practiced on the driving range before
finishing at -7 and in ninth-place. Again, it
wasn’t all about the leaderboard.
“Phil didn’t become one of my favorites
until this year with his decision to go to his
daughter’s high school graduation instead
of playing a tournament he’s finished second in six times,” said Davis, who played
basketball at Rhodes College and is a wealth
adviser for Region’s Bank. “That was an
amazing sacrifice. I’ve got two daughters
myself. I hope someday he gets a chance
to go win the U.S. Open.”
As Davis spoke, a purple flag with the
gold initials “PC” flapped in the breeze. The
flag honors longtime FESJC tournament
director Phil Cannon, who died of cancer
last October.
“A really nice touch,” Davis said.
This year’s tournament also resonates
because it is the first after learning the
Memphis Open tennis tournament will
not have a 42nd year at The Racquet Club;
the tournament owners are moving it to
New York.
Less than a decade ago, Stanford Financial sponsored the golf tournament.
When Stanford was taken down in a fraud
investigation, the FESJC was briefly – but
legitimately – in peril.
“Now our balance sheet’s stronger than

ever” said FESJC president and general
chairman Jack Sammons.
Rather than merely survive, the FESJC is
again thriving. Each year, more than 1,800
volunteers show up to make the tournament work with the smoothness of a Lefty
putt rolling into the cup. People use their
vacation time to hold those “Hush Y’all”
signs and in so many ways be the guardians
of this event.
“We have people that have been volunteering for 30, 40 years,” said tournament
director Darrell Smith, who on Sunday
made sure to personally thank Mickelson
for playing the FESJC a fifth straight year.
Over the four days the pros were
competing for a total of $6.4 million in
prize money (two-time winner Daniel
Berger took home $1,152,000), and tens of
thousands of fans turned out. One of the
biggest galleries this weekend belonged to
Ole Miss golfer Braden Thornberry, who
displayed a fast no-nonsense style of play,
was coming off a national championship,
and hit enough good shots to finish in a tie
for fourth-place.
“Heard my share of `Hotty Toddies,’”
he said. “Probably close to a thousand this
week.”
Justin Harris and his sons Gavin, 12,
and Mason, 9, drove over from Jonesboro,
Arkansas. They come every year. Gavin

dreams of being on the PGA Tour himself
one day. Mason fancies himself in the
NBA but loves getting autographs even if
the scribbles on his Callaway golf cap are
illegible.
“I really don’t know who they are,” Mason said, giving them the once-over.
Not that it matters. They’re all pro golfers. And this is cool. The boys count Ben
Crane as their favorite player, a truth Gavin
had to whisper because Billy Horschel had
just signed his cap and was still within earshot. Asked how soon he will start looking
forward to next year’s tournament, Gavin
said: “Right after this is over.”
Sammons once was part of the effort to
bring the NFL here. That didn’t work out,
of course, but never has he considered it
wasted time. It formed groundwork that
was useful years later when community
leaders stepped up to help bring the Grizzlies here from Vancouver. The NBA has
been a good fit.
And Sammons can’t imagine a year
without the FESJC bringing all these elite
pro golfers to town – this year’s field featured 12 players that have won a major
– and shinning an international spotlight
on St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Sammons’ perspective?
“I’d rather have St. Jude here than the
Dallas Cowboys.”
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N A S H V I L L E P R E D AT O R S

Finals Run Gives Predators Look at Young Talent

Frederick Gaudreau became an instant hit with Predators’ fans with
this wrap-around goal in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup Finals that the
Preds won.
(Photo by Joe Sargent/NHLI via Getty Images)

JOHN GLENNON
Nashville Correspondent

As if the Nashville Predators’
march to the Stanley Cup Final
wasn’t riveting enough on its own,
the journey has also provided fans
with some unexpected glimpses
into the team’s future.
Injuries have sidelined prominent Predators like Ryan Johan-

sen, Mike Fisher and Colin Wilson
for various lengths ever since
the playoffs began way back on
April 13, forcing less experienced
Preds into more significant roles
and prompting the promotion of
minor-league prospects.
In almost every instance,
those called upon delivered, in
more impressive ways than expected.
“I think just the way the guys

have stood up when pushed
into those positions, they’ve responded,” Predators coach Peter
Laviolette says. “Some of the roles
have dramatically increased from
what they might have been two
months ago."
Here’s a closer look at three
of the lesser Predators names
who’ve made key contributions in
the team’s history-making playoff
run, and what those contributions
might mean for their future in the
organization:
FREDERICK GAUDREAU,
CENTER
A 23-year-old who wasn’t
drafted, Gaudreau is likely the
biggest surprise contributor of
the bunch.
Heading into these playoffs,
Gaudreau had played in nine NHL
games and hadn’t recorded a goal.
But when injuries to Johansen and Fisher created gaping
holes for the Predators at center
in the Western Conference Final,
Gaudreau – who scored 25 goals
in Milwaukee this season – was
called upon to help fill the leak at
that position.
He made his NHL debut in a
poised, polished manner, win-

ning 10-of-14 faceoffs in a Game 5
victory over Anaheim that swung
the series in the Predators’ favor.
Gaudreau was even more impressive in the Stanley Cup Final,
scoring three goals in the series’
first four games – including the
game-winning goals in Games
3 and 4.
“He’s come a long way in his
career,” Laviolette explains. “To
be here in this kind of situation,
you’d think that it might overwhelm him. But it hasn’t.
“He’s a good kid. He can skate.
He’s skilled. He can make plays.
He thinks the game well. He’s
good defensively.”
Gaudreau will be a restricted
free agent during the coming
offseason, so he’ll need to sign
another contract to remain in
the Predators organization. Assuming that happens, his playoff
prowess and his versatility – he
can play both center and wing –
should mean Predators fans will
see him on a more regular basis
next season.
“I don’t know exactly what the
future holds, but no matter what,
for me, this is such (great experience),” Gaudreau says.

“I’ve tried to take advantage
of my opportunity. All these pressure situations and all these big
games – everything that’s going
on is really good for me looking
ahead.”
COLTON SISSONS, CENTER
Sissons played in 58 of the
Preds’ regular-season games,
but as recently as February, he
was scratched from the lineup for
seven straight games.
The playoffs, however, presented a new opportunity for the
former second-round draft pick.
In the Preds’ first 20 postseason games, Sissons totaled 12
points (six goals, six assists), two
points more than he produced in
58 regular-season games.
The contributions of Sissons,
23, were even more pronounced
when the Predators lost Johansen
(thigh surgery) during the Western Conference Final.
Reach John Glennon at glennonsports@gmail.com and follow
him on Twitter @glennonsports.

For complete story, visit
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For Grizzlies, a New Chapter About to Begin
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
The June 22nd NBA Draft will tip off
without the Memphis Grizzlies. At least
that’s the case almost one week out. The
Grizzlies have no picks.
What they do have, in abundance, are
free agents.
Tony Allen, 35, and Zach Randolph,
who turns 36 in July, are unrestricted free
agents. JaMychal Green, like Randolph a
power forward, turns 27 this month and is
a restricted free agent; meaning, the Grizzlies will have a chance to match any offer.
And Vince Carter, at 40 the league’s oldest
player, is also a free agent and may want a
two-year contract.
So the Grizzlies have a lot of decisions
in front of them. They also have a lot of
salary tied up in the other half of the Core

Four – center Marc Gasol and point guard
Mike Conley – and last season’s damagedgoods free agent bust, Chandler Parsons.
Just after the San Antonio Spurs had
dismissed the Grizzlies from the first round
of the playoffs, general manager Chris Wallace was asked if controlling owner Robert
Pera would consider going into the luxury
tax to keep players.
“Well, those are internal discussions,”
Wallace said. “I won’t go into that.”
Translation: No, Pera won’t go into tax
territory to keep players, no matter how
beloved, on the wrong side of 35.
Which doesn’t mean it’s inevitable that
Allen’s and Randolph’s days as Grizzlies are
guaranteed done. But it does mean that it’s
a very real possibility. No matter the public
relations hit.
“We understand the fans have great
affection for those guys,” Wallace said.
“That’s been expressed to me many times
over the years and I have a lot of affection
for those guys.”
Good feelings, of course, don’t score
points, knock down 3-pointers, or win
games. Much less championships.

The Grizzlies made clear their preferred
long-term intentions when they signed Parsons to that four-year $94 million contract
that now has the look of a golden anchor
pulling the Grizzlies’ payroll flexibility
under water.
Allen, for his part, has said: “I ain’t trying to break the bank.”
Coach David Fizdale got Randolph to
accept playing off the bench with the idea
he could re-make himself into a top-tier
sixth man going into his free agent year.
Does that mean Fizdale knew the franchise
likely wouldn’t bring Z-Bo back? It does
have that look.
Logically, Green is the better and obviously younger option. But maybe Green
also believes the Grizzlies’ potential has a
hard ceiling. He might have better choices.
Carter’s value goes beyond his on-court
numbers, but if you’re a team on a budget
should you really be investing anything in
a 40-year-old wing player?
So perhaps the Grizzlies are about to
shake some things up even beyond what we
can presently imagine. Big man Brandan
Wright’s playing time diminished and he

could be a chip for trying to get a secondround pick.
“You don’t know what opportunities
will come your way at the 11th hour,”
Wallace said. “You gotta know every class,
regardless of how much you participate in
that particular draft because you have so
many opportunities going forward with
free agency and trades.
“Tony Allen is a great example. I was
with the team that drafted him in Boston.
Now you have information about a player
you can tap into down the road.”
Seven years ago this summer, Wallace
signed Allen as a free agent. Not long after,
Allen was speaking Grit & Grind into the
Memphis nomenclature and the team was
off on a seven-year playoff run.
Good times. But also, old times.
One way or another, a worn page is
about to be turned.
Don Wade’s column appears in The
Daily News and The Memphis News.
Listen to Wade on “Middays with Greg &
Eli” every Tuesday at noon on Sports 56
AM and 87.7 FM.
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SEC BASEBALL

Still With Heavy Hearts, Vanderbilt’s
Toughest Year Comes Up Just Short

Vanderbilt head coach Tim Corbin looks over his shoulder at the just-unveiled plaque
honoring pitcher Donny Everett before his team’s April 15 game against Florida.
Everett, a freshman pitcher, drowned on June 2, 2016.
(Photo by Cliff Welch/Icon Sportswire via AP Images)

DAVID CLIMER
Nashville Sports Correspondent

When the Vanderbilt baseball team
finished its season one step short of its
goal – the College World Series – there was
a sense of profound disappointment for the
Commodores.
That’s to be expected.
The last pitch of any season is cause for
sadness if you’re a committed baseball program that doesn’t achieve the ultimate goal.
But this is a different team and this
was a different season for Vanderbilt. The
Commodores missed Donny Everett. And
it showed.
Everett, a freshman pitcher for the
Commodores, drowned on June 2, 2016,
a day before Vanderbilt was scheduled to
play its first NCAA Tournament game. The
Commodores played that series in a fog,
emotionally spent by the loss of a teammate coach Tim Corbin called “a fun-loving
teddy bear.”
The grief carried through the offseason
and into this year. Coaches and players had
a hard time letting go.
That’s why Vanderbilt’s postseason
surge was so impressive. In mid-May, the
Commodores were 30-21 and 13-13 in the
SEC. When they were eliminated from the
SEC Tournament with an 11-inning loss
to South Carolina, there was little reason
for optimism.
But that’s when things finally came
together. Vanderbilt won the regional,

beating host Clemson 8-0 in the clinching
game to advance to the Super Regional at
top-seeded Oregon State. The victory over
Clemson came 366 days after Everett’s
death, a point that was not lost on Corbin.
“I want success for them in a large way
for a myriad of reasons, especially with the
circumstances they’ve been involved in
over the course of the year,” Corbin says.
“A year ago, I can tell you that at this
time it might have been the most difficult
segment of life for a lot of these young kids.
“I just like that they were able to partake in something that’s celebratory and
celebrate Donny and his family and each
other through successes.”
This is classic Corbin. Nobody took
Everett’s death harder than him. To Corbin,
a college baseball team is a family. He felt
like he had lost a son.
But Corbin and his players found a way
to move on. This season was cathartic. It
was an opportunity to honor Everett’s
memory by playing a game he loved.
“Through the year, you can see gradually how they’ve been able to free themselves up a little bit and they’ve grown,”
Corbin points out.
“I won’t use the word ‘adversity’ because I know a lot of coaches and teams
talk about, ‘We’ve gone through a lot of
adversity.’
“You have to go through adversity if
you’re going to be a good team. That’s all
there is to it. There’s no such thing as ‘nonadversity.’”
Vanderbilt’s season ended Saturday in
Corvallis, Oregon, where the Commodores

to him, it’s all small stuff.
Assistant coaches and support personnel have charts for everything – even a
mid-week practice. Every game is videotaped and then edited so the idle seconds
between pitches is eliminated. That way, a
three-hour game is condensed to less than
30 minutes for Corbin’s review.
To sign scholarship papers with the
Vanderbilt baseball program is to commit to doing everything by Corbin’s rules.
Instead of beginning with the finer points
of the game like batting stance or taking a
lead off first base, new arrivals are taught
the proper technique to making up a bed.
Yes, that’s a prerequisite for being a Commodore.
Point of reference: Legendary UCLA
basketball coach John Wooden famously
began his first practice every season by
instructing his players on the proper way
to tie their shoes. Corbin doesn’t even let
his Commodores get to the field before they
are schooled on a necessary morning ritual.
And it works. Vanderbilt now is one of
the elite programs in college baseball. The
Commodores won the College World Series
in 2014 and played in the final series the
following year. It’s only a matter of time
before they make it back to Omaha.
All of which means the current product is quite different than the one Corbin
inherited in the summer of 2002.

were beaten for the second time by No.
1-ranked Oregon State. Vanderbilt was
simply overmatched. The Beavers had
superior pitching and a lineup loaded with
quality hitters.
On paper, this was not one of Corbin’s
better teams in recent years. There were
gaps in his batting order. Although Kyle
Wright and Patrick Raby were quality
starters, the pitching staff did not have the
customary talent and depth. Part of that, of
course, was due to the absence of Everett,
who had a 100 mph fastball and almost
limitless potential.
Even so, this Vanderbilt team proved
resilient. It is the seventh time since Corbin
arrived in Nashville that the Commodores
reached the baseball version of the Sweet
16. It wasn’t always pretty, but they kept
competing. In short, the players followed
the lead of their coach.
Staying the course is a way of life for
Corbin. He is the ultimate creature of habit.
He finds comfort in his daily routine. Unless the Commodores are on the road, he
arrives at his office adjacent to Hawkins
Field at the same time every morning. He
and his wife Maggie have a rotation of local
restaurants for dinner.
Last summer, I ranked the state’s top
25 college coaches – in all sports. I placed
Corbin at No. 1. While I would certainly adjust some of the rankings based on what has
transpired over the last 12 months (Butch
Jones and Tubby Smith have taken tumbles
while Kermit Davis and Bryce Drew have
advanced), I wouldn’t move Corbin. He’s
still No. 1 in my book.
Corbin says he believes one of the keys
to success is sweating the small stuff. And

Reach David Climer at dclimer1018@
yahoo.com and on Twitter @DavidClimer.

For complete story, visit
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T E N N ESS E E VO L S

Power Pitching, Hitting Goal
Of New UT Baseball Coach

The University of Tennessee's new head baseball coach Tony Vitello, right, is introduced by UT Vice
Chancellor and Director of Athletics John Currie.
(Kyle Zedaker/Tennessee Athletics/UTsports.com)

DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Tony Vitello wants to put a
Power T in Tennessee baseball,
and with it a yearly contender for
SEC championships and NCAA
tournament bids.
The new UT baseball coach
was introduced last Friday at Tennessee’s Lindsey Nelson Stadium.
He emphasized power pitching
and power hitting as part of his
rebuilding plan.
“We can’t give you all the
secrets yet, but in the SEC, you’d
better bring some power to the
mound,” Vitello says. “So, there’s
no question, we want to recruit
guys like that, but we also want
to develop them.”
Vitello, 38, has seen UT’s program from the other dugout, most
often and recently as the assistant
coach and recruiting coordinator
at Arkansas from 2013 to 2017.
He’d like to see some pop in UT’s
bats like his team had at Arkansas
this spring.
The Razorbacks led the SEC
in homers with 83 (through June
6). Tennessee was 13th with 33,
ahead of only Auburn with 30.
“There’s no question this park

is small,” Vitello said of Lindsey
Nelson Stadium. “The best batting practice we took (at Arkansas), and we did lead the SEC in
home runs so there was some
talent there, but the best batting
practice we took all year long was
on Thursday night before our
series here.
“And you want hitters who
can put it over the fence, but hitters know, if the only thing you’re
talking about is putting it over
the fence, you’re going to be in
trouble.”
Vitello was introduced by UT
athletic director John Currie at the
stadium. Vitello’s parents, Greg
and Kathy, sat on the front row.
After thanking them and many
others, Vitello recounted to media
and fans the 1:45 a.m. phone call
he took from Currie on June 6,
which led to a meeting later that
night before his hiring.
Currie’s call came shortly after
Arkansas was eliminated from
an NCAA regional by Missouri
State the night of June 5 in front
of 10,527 fans at Baum Field in
Fayetteville, Arkansas.
“That’s my job, so (the phone
is) attached at my hip, non-stop,”
Vitello pointed out. “Hopefully, I
would have been able to answer

it even if I would have been dozing off. My family is here, I’ve got
three sisters that I love very much,
but I don’t have my own family.
“It’s the players, to be honest
with you. So, if they need something, and hopefully the Tennessee guys will know this, hit me up
in the morning, hit me up at night
and I should be available.”
Vitello was hired to replace
Dave Serrano, who announced
his end-of-season resignation
May 17 before UT’s final SEC
series against Missouri. Vitello
signed a five-year contract with
an average annual compensation
of $493,000.
Serrano failed to get Tennessee to the NCAA tournament in
his six seasons as coach. UT hasn’t
been to the NCAAs since 2005
when the Vols went to the College
World Series for the third time
under coach Rod Delmonico, who
was fired after the 2007 season.
Tennessee’s only other trip to the
CWS was in 1951.
The Vols reached the SEC
tournament three times in Serrano’s six years and were eliminated in first-round games each
time. UT didn’t get to the SEC
tournament in Todd Raleigh’s
four years as coach (2008-11) or

in Delmonico’s final two years
(2006-07).
“Our history includes shining
moments, like four trips to Omaha
(for the CWS),” Currie says. “But
it also includes the reality of just
seven SEC tournament appearances this century, which is not
acceptable for the University of
Tennessee.
“We will always expect our
coaches to have unquestioned
integrity, a commitment to following the rules and achieving
academic excellence.
“But this particular situation,
we felt like we needed proven
experience evaluating and recruiting at the highest level and
understanding the grind of the
Southeastern Conference.
“Our coach must also be able
to develop and mentor our players, have technical knowledge
across the sport and be able to
build relationships with high
school and club programs across
our state and around the country.”
Currie called Vitello a “perfect
fit” for the UT position, but two
reports – one by D1baseball.com
and another by AL.com – indicate
South Alabama head coach Mark
Calvi was Tennessee’s first choice
before negotiations broke down.
“I was offered the job by Tennessee (June 6) and turned it
down,” Calvi told AL.com. “I have
a great boss. I love it here. I don’t
just jump at anything. The right
things matter to me.”
Vitello, a native of St. Louis
and walk-on player at Missouri,
has spent his career as an assistant coach and holds the rare
distinction of having mentored
a National Hitter of the Year
(Andrew Benintendi, 2015 at
Arkansas) and National Pitcher
of the Year (Aaron Crow, 2008 at
Missouri).
Vitello has been lauded for his
work as recruiting coordinator at
Arkansas, TCU (2010-13) and Missouri (2003-10). In 2016, he was
rated No. 2 nationally and No. 1 in
the SEC in D1Baseball.com’s list
of top 30 recruiting coordinators.
In 14 years as a Division I
coach, Vitello has signed and
developed six first-round major
league draft picks and 12 who

have reached the majors.
Lacking on his resume is experience as a head coach, a question
Currie was asked about during the
introductory press conference.
“If you’ve been an assistant
coach as long as (Vitello) has, under three different head coaches, I
think you’re able to take a lot from
all those people and put them all
together,” Currie explained. “In
our league you have some demonstrated examples of assistant
coaches with a strong SEC background who become great head
coaches.”
Delmonico was an assistant
at Clemson (1981-83) and Florida
State (1984-89) before getting his
first heading coaching job at Tennessee in 1990.
Vitello said he will welcome
advice in his new job from those
with UT ties, and since he has no
head coaching experience, would
consider having a former head
coach on his staff.
Vitello’s task of building a title
contender is not an easy one. Not
in the SEC, the toughest baseball
league in the country. Vitello
was asked why he thinks he can
make UT a consistent winner in
the SEC.
Although most of his recruiting ties are in other states – like
Missouri, Texas and Arkansas
– Vitello will focus on in-state
players first.
Tennessee had 11 in-state
players on its roster this spring.
Only two were seniors, infielder
Jordan Rodgers of Memphis
University School and pitcher
Hunter Martin of Blackman High
in Murfreesboro.
“I don’t think we’re going
to make our money there (recruiting states in the Midwest),”
Vitello pointed out. “We’re going
to supplement what we’re doing.
We want to make our money in
the state of Tennessee and work
in, and then work our way out.
But you’re crazy not to use connections."
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

For complete story, visit
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leader in the movement if we
can truly bridge the generational
gap,” she said, “if we can look at
than 1,000 with social media
the marriage between the type of
posts that brought hundreds
activism that takes place in the
more to the bridge over several
street and the type of activism
hours.
that takes place behind doors.”
“I had set up a home base or
The civil rights movement of
legal base at my home,” Norman
the 1960s included crossing orgasaid. “I had lawyers and people
nizational lines, although there
who were ready to put bond
were well-documented tenmoney in place so that we could
sions among the various groups.
get the protesters out of jail if
NAACP national executive direcneed be.”
tor Roy Wilkins was critical of the
Malone was part of that efSouthern Christian Leadership
fort.
Conference as a drain on the
Norman had been watchNAACP’s dues-paying members
ing and reacting to the string of
and King, of the SCLC, did not
fatal police shootings of Africancharge dues for SCLC memberAmerican men in other cities and
ship as a result.
the trials and investigations that
Before he was the NAACP’s
followed, as well as riots and simnational executive director,
ilar disturbances in other cities.
Hooks was among the leaders
The purpose was to avoid
King called on for the 1965 voter
such violence here.
registration campaign in Selma,
Alabama. Decades later, Hooks
BRIDGING THE GAP
would laugh about the multiple
The bridge protest came one
routes marchers would take from
year to the month after Memphis
different directions to get to the
Police officer Connor Schilling
Selma courthouse with dozens
shot and fatally wounded Darof prospective voters. Several of
rius Stewart during a traffic stop
the lines were met with violent
in Hickory Hill. A county grand
efforts by local law enforcement
jury had decided Schilling would
to turn them back. Hooks had
face no charges despite District
just survived a particularly brutal
Attorney General Amy Weirich
assault on the line he was leading
recommending a voluntary manwhen he thought he had drawn
slaughter charge. Ultimately,
an easier path the next day. Much
federal prosecutors reviewed
to his surprise, when his line
the incident and decided there
turned a corner in Selma, Hooks
would be no federal charges of
remembered that he immedicivil rights violations.
ately saw a police officer with his
The bridge protest was a
riot baton raised over his head.
breakthrough that brought out
Hooks also said Memphis
a new generation of Memphians
was something of a hub for
not normally engaged in such
civil rights movement forays
causes. They ranged from young
into North
Mississippi, not
because it
was more
Read more about the Memphis Branch NAACP, and Memphis in general, in these books:
progres• “The March for Civil Rights” by Dr. Benjamin Hooks
sive but
• “The Memphis Diary of Ida B. Wells” edited by Miriam DeCosta-Willis
because
there were
• “Father of the Blues” by W.C. Handy
more plac• “The Robert R. Churches of Memphis” by Annette E. Church and Roberta Church
es in the
big city to
• “An American Insurrection” by William Doyle
hide.
But a
professionals to street gang to doing whatever we’ve done. roll call of Memphis NAACP
members to fraternity and soror- As a matter of fact, we’ll ratchet leaders going back to Robert
Church includes figures whose
it up a notch.’”
ity members.
Sawyer sees protest as more first, second and third inclination
After the peaceful end to
the protest, some of the leaders of a companion-type of activism. was to do anything but hide.
When the Memphis chap“I think the NAACP has the
believed they were manipulated
and tricked into attending public history and prestige to be a ter was founded, Ida B. Wells
forums that went nowhere. It
laid bare different outlooks on
the purpose of protest – in a city
where the NAACP has historically
participated in protest sparingly
and then with great effect in the
1968 sanitation workers strike
and the Black Monday protests
that followed a year later.
“One of the things I’ve been
trying to teach a generation of
protesters is there is strategy
involved in protest,” Norman
said. “First, there’s an attempt
at policy. If policy attempts fail,
there is preparation and then
once we have preparation we go
to protest. And then after protest,
once you gain the attention of the
one whom you have had to protest, you return to the demands
of policy-making.”
Sawyer sees protest as more
of an ingredient with other elements that can happen all at
once.
“You have to have a multifaceted approach. There have to
be protests to keep people interested or at least aware,” she said.
“And then behind the scenes you
have to have the legal advice. You
have to have the strategy, people
in office who are aligned to the
movement.”
Norman said he’s not against
protest.
“When you don’t have strategy behind your protest, the
person you are protesting against
– they have the ability to wait
you out,” he said. “They will sit
around and say, ‘Okay, they will
run out of energy. They can’t
stand out here forever and when
they go back home we’ll go back

WANT TO KNOW MORE?

IDA B. WELLS
(Library of Congress)

had been telling the rest of the
country and the world about
lynchings in Memphis for 25
years. Wells left the city in 1892
and never returned after a mob
wrecked her office for an editorial she wrote under a pen name
calling attention to the 1892
lynching of three men who operated a food store co-op in South
Memphis that drew the attention
of law enforcement when a rival
white merchant set them up for
the violent encounter.
Wells was part of the NAACP
founding conference in 1909. But
she was not named by W.E.B.
DuBois to the committee of
40 that established the NAACP
because she thought the leadership of the NAACP should not
include whites, according to
Alfreda Duster, Wells’ daughter,
in an interview with Dorothy
Sterling contained in Miriam
Decosta-Willis’s 1995 book, “The
Memphis Diary of Ida B. Wells.”
“Mother was with W.E. B.
DuBois in his basic concepts, but
she didn’t mince words,” Duster
said. “Those who were trying
to have peace and quiet would
naturally try to go around Ida B.
Wells. She was a little ahead of
her time.”
It’s hard to imagine the path
of race relations in Memphis
through the civil rights movement to the present without
Maxine Smith, who became executive secretary of the Memphis
branch in 1962 and served in that
position through 1995 – a third of
the branch’s 100 years.
She served as branch leader
while also an elected Memphis
City Schools board member.
Her husband, Vasco Smith, was
a Shelby County commissioner.

MAXINE SMITH

(Memphis-Shelby County Room Memphis Public Library)

Together their influence on race
relations in Memphis is incalculable.
Maxine Smith was the leader
of three fronts of negotiation, litigation and protest at a time when
the national NAACP was being
painted as the most tactically
conservative of organizations in
the vanguard of the civil rights
movement.
After winning election to
the school board in 1971, Smith
was the face of the federal court
battle that led to court-ordered
busing for desegregation in 1973
– a lawsuit against Memphis City
Schools.
Given that history, Malone
now leads a chapter that acknowledges changing times, but
familiar issues with different
symptoms.
“We’re still facing some of the
same challenges that we faced
then,” she said this month during
a centennial event. “As part of the
next century, specifically the next
five years, this branch is working
on what are those strategies that
we can create as a branch that’s
going to help move our community forward.”
Norman says the way forward
is through change that has its feet
in different arenas.
“Does the NAACP need to
broaden its platform? Yes. Does
it need to become more inclusive? By all means. We must
never lose site of the mission,”
Norman said. “I’m not saying
we won’t ever lead protests
again. I’m just saying that at this
present point, if we don’t have
policy-makers and intentional
involvement in the political
arena then we are missing a great
opportunity.”
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Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
July 10, 2017 at 1:00PM local time,

at the south door, Fayette County Courthouse, 16755 Highway 64, Somerville,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Marilyn Burtis, to Nations
Title, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for MILA, Inc. on March

25, 2005 at Book D771, Page 17,
Instrument No. 05002812; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Fayette
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the

covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for Morgan Stanley

Mortgage Loan Trust 2005-5AR,
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2005-5AR, its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
Continued on Page 30
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Continued from Page 29
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Situated, lying and being the 1st Civil
District of Fayette County, Tennessee
and more particularly described as
follows, to wit:
BEING LOT NO. 4, Collins Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of recorded
in Plat Book 5, Page 56, Register’s
Office, Fayette County, Tennessee.
BEGINNING at a point in the South
margin of Flippen Street, said point
is the northwest comer of Lot No. 3
of the Collins Subdivision, Section
1, as recorded in Plat Book 5, page
56 in the Register’s Office, Fayette
County, Tennessee; thence south
1 degree 30 minutes west with the
west line of Lot No. 3 a distance of
155.0 feet to a point; thence north 89
degrees 44 minutes west a distance
of 80.00 feet to the southeast corner
of Lot No. 5;
thence north 1 degree 30 minutes
east with the east line of Lot No. 5
a distance of 155.0 feet to a point
in the south margin of Flippen Street;
thence south 89 degrees 44 minutes
east with the south margin of Flippen
Street as dedicated a distance of 80
feet to the point of beginning, according to survey made by W. Cooper
McRae, P.E., R.L.S., Tennessee No.
430 on January 13, 1987.
Being the same property conveyed to
Victor Burtis and wife, Marilyn Burtis,
as tenants by the entirety, by Warranty
Deed from Willard L. Collins and wife,
Delma T. Collins, dated 4-20-87 and
recorded 4-22-87 in Book 294, page
958, Register’s Office for Fayette
County, Tennessee. Said property
being further conveyed to Marilyn
Diane Smith Burtis, by Court Order
filed in the Chancery Court of Fayette
County, Tennessee, Case No. 10700,
from Victor Karl Burtis, dated 3-9-01
and recorded 2-18-05 in Book D764,
page 96, Register’s Office for Fayette
County, Tennessee. The said Marilyn
Burtis and Marilyn Diane Smith Burtis
are one and the same person.
Street Address: 407 Flippin St,
Somerville, Tennessee 38068
Parcel Number: 090J C 004.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Marilyn
Diane Smith Burtis
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
407 Flippin St, Somerville, Tennessee
38068, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Marilyn Burtis, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,

The Memphis News
Call 523-1561

statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-110978
June 16, 23, 30, 2017 Fmn13380
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated September 30, 2005, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded October 10, 2005,
in Book No. D801, at Page 48, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Fayette
County, Tennessee, executed by Erika
Lester and Larrick Lester, conveying
certain property therein described to
Fearnley & Califf as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Decision One Mortgage
Company, LLC, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by The Bank
of New York Mellon Trust Company,
National Association fka The Bank
of New York Trust Company, N.A. as
successor to JPMorgan Chase Bank,
N.A., as Trustee for Residential Asset
Mortgage Products, Inc., Mortgage
Asset-Backed Pass-Through Certificates
Series 2005-SP3.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by The Bank of New
York Mellon Trust Company, National
Association fka The Bank of New York
Trust Company, N.A. as successor
to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., as
Trustee for Residential Asset Mortgage
Products, Inc., Mortgage Asset-Backed
Pass-Through Certificates Series 2005SP3, will, on July 10, 2017 on or
about 10:00 AM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity

pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 111, Section B, The Oaklands
Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in Plat Book 6, Page 125 in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 135 Center Oak
Drive, Oakland, TN 38060
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded plat; any
unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements, or setback lines that may
be applicable; any statutory rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ERIKA LESTER
LARRICK LESTER
FRANKLIN CREDIT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322513
DATED June 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 16, 23, 30, 2017 Fmn13387

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated May 30, 2012, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded June 8, 2012,
in Book No. T1928, at Page 134, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Douglas Pitts, conveying certain
property therein described to Byrd and
Byrd, PLLC as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for GMFS LLC, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
GMFS LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee, by GMFS LLC, will, on August
3, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Being Lot 317, Section III, Briar Hill
Subdivision, as shown in Plat of record
in Plat Book 9, Page 120, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee to which reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 26 Sedgefield
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive cov-

enants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DOUGLAS PITTS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322457
DATED June 2, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 9, 16, 23, 2017
Fmn13379
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 2, 2015, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded July 14, 2015,
in Book No. T2003, at Page 23, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Kimberly Stinson, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles
Byrd aka Byrd & Byrd PLLC as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Platinum
Mortgage, Inc., its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Pingora
Loan Servicing, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee, by Pingora Loan Servicing, LLC,
will, on August 3, 2017 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank or
other lending entity pre-approved by the
successor trustee. The sale is free from
all exemptions, which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said
property being real estate situated in
Madison County, Tennessee, and being
more particularly described as follows:
Beginning on a point in the north margin of Forest Pointe Drive and being 25
feet from the centerline of said drive
and also being the southeast corner
of lot 156 of Forest Pointe, Section
XI-A; thence with the east line of lot
156 North 0 degrees 30 minutes 40
seconds West a distance of 123.56
feet to a point being the northeast
corner of lot 156 and being in the
south boundary line of Forest Pointe,
Section X; thence with said boundary North 89 degrees 29 minutes
20 seconds East a distance of 90
feet to a point being the northwest
corner of lot 158; thence with the
west line of lot 158 south 0 degrees
30 minutes 40 seconds East a distance of 129.11 feet to a point in the
north margin of Forest Pointe Drive
and being the southwest corner of
lot 158; thence with the margin of
said drive with the arc of a curve to
the right having a radius of 1627.07
feet a distance of 90.18 feet to the
point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 139 Forest Pointe
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In ad-

dition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
KIMBERLY STINSON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 313016
DATED June 6, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 9, 16, 23, 2017
Fmn13383
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on July
20, 2017 at 10:00AM local time, at
the north door, Madison County Courthouse, 100 East Main Street, Jackson,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Dana Baker and Andrea
Baker, to Hunter Simmons, Trustee, as
trustee for First South Bank on October
7, 2005 at Book T1709, Page 921,
Instrument No. 05019395; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
CitiMortgage, Inc., its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Beginning at an iron pin on the Southwest margin of Paddock Place (25
feet at right angles from centerline)
at the Southeastern corner of Lot 81,
Section II, Steeplechase Subdivision
as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 172
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with the
Southwest margin of Paddock Place
South 46 degrees 03 minutes 33 seconds East a distance of 165.24 feet
to an iron pin at the Northeast corner
of Lot 83, Section III as recorded in
Plat Book 5, Page 239 in said Register’s Office; thence with the North
line of Lot 83 South 89 degrees 46
minutes 21 seconds West a distance
of 172.99 feet to an iron pin at the
Northeast corner of Lot 94; thence
with the North line of Lot 94 North 58
degrees 03 minutes 33 seconds West
a distance of 42.07 feet to an iron pin
at the Southwestern corner of Lot 81;
thence with the Southeast line of Lot
81 North 43 degrees 56 minutes 23
seconds East a distance of 129.28
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot 82, Section II, Steeplechase
Subdivision platted as foresaid as
surveyed by David Hall Land Surveying Company, R.L.S. #943, on June
16, 1995.
Beginning at a point at the Southwest
corner of Lot No. 83 in Section III of
Steeplechase Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
5, Page 239 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, said
point also being the Northwest corner
of Lot No. 84; runs thence North 31
degrees 56 minutes 27 seconds East
20 feet to the Northwest corner of Lot
No. 83; thence North 89 degrees 48
minutes 21 seconds East, with the
North line of Lot No. 83, 43.69 feet
to a point; thence South 31 degrees
56 minutes 27 seconds West 43.24
feet to a point in the South line of
Lot No. 83 and the North line of Lot
No. 84; thence North 58 degrees 03
minutes 33 seconds West, with the
North line of Lot No. 84, 37 feet to
the point of beginning. Being the western portion of Lot No. 83 in Section
III of Steeplechase Subdivision and
containing 1,170 square feet.
Being the same property conveyed to
Dana Baker and wife, Andrea Baker by
Deed of record in Deed Book D648,
Page 551 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee.
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public notices
Street Address: 70 Paddock Pl,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 044F C 051.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Dana
Baker and Andrea Baker
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
70 Paddock Pl, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Dana Baker and Andrea
Baker, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-111909
June 16, 23, 30, 2017 Fmn13385
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of

Trust Note dated December 23, 2010,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded December 30, 2010, in Book No. T1896, at
Page 1676, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Darryl Cole, conveying
certain property therein described to
James I. Pentecost as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee Leaders Credit Union,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Lakeview Loan
Servicing, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Lakeview Loan
Servicing, LLC, will, on August 17,
2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Being Lot No. seven hundred twentysix (726) Section 7, of Cotton Ridge
Estates, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 10, page 159,
in the Register’s office of Madison County Tennessee, reference
to which plat is made for a more
particular description of land.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 40 Oxford Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DARRYL COLE
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
JACKSON TENNESSEE HOSPITAL COMPANY LLC D/B/A REGIONAL HOSPITAL
OF JACKSON
ORA PHILLIPS
LOU POLK
LENNORA BAKER
JANE BROOK
HILDA MARTIN
ANDREW EPPERSON, JR.
SAMMY EPPERSON
ESTATE OF DARRYL WAYNE COLE
HEIRS OF DARRYL WAYNE COLE (IF
ANY)
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 303085
DATED June 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 16, 23, 30, 2017 Fmn13386
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 13, 2006, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded April 18, 2006, in
Book No. T 1751, at Page 937, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by David
White and Debera K White, conveying
certain property therein described to
Arnold M. Weiss as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Homecomings Finan-

cial Network, Inc., its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank National Association, as Trustee
for Residential Asset Securities Corporation, Home Equity Mortgage AssetBacked Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2006-KS5.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by
U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for Residential Asset Securities
Corporation, Home Equity Mortgage
Asset-Backed Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2006-KS5, will, on July 6,
2017 on or about 11:00 AM, at
the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified
funds paid at the conclusion of the
sale, or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the
successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin on the
east margin of Gooden Cove at the
northwest corner of Lot 76, Section
III, Northmeade Woods Subdivision
as recorded in Plat book 4, page 328,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with
the east margin of Gooden Cove
North 15 degrees 38 minutes 49
seconds West a distance of 35.68
feet to a point at the beginning
of a curve; thence with said curve
(Radius of 343.83 feet) to the right
a distance of 64.32 feet to an iron
pin at the southwest corner of Lot
78; thence with the south line of
Lot 78 North 68 degrees 36 minutes
East a distance of 153.70 feet to
concrete monument; thence South
89 degrees 50 minutes 33 seconds
East a distance of 91.10 feet to a
concrete monument; thence South
1 degree 08 minutes 42 seconds
West a distance of 94.21 feet to
an iron pin at the northeast corner
of Lot 76; thence with the north
line of Lot 76 South 74 degrees
21 minutes 11 seconds West a
distance of 219.36 feet to the point
of beginning. Being Lot 77, Section
III, Northmeade Woods Subdivision,
platted as aforesaid.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 32 Gooden Cove,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines that may be
applicable; any statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency,
state or federal; any prior liens or
encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an
interest in the above- referenced
property:
DAVID WHITE
DEBERA K WHITE
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR RESIDENTIAL ASSET
SECURITIES CORPORATION, HOME
EQUITY MORTGAGE ASSET-BACKED
PASS- THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2006-KS6
REGIONAL HOSPITAL OF JACKSON
GAULT FINANCIAL
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322514
DATED June 14, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM

June 16, 23, 30, 2017
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Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
payment of the debts and obligations
secured to be paid by a certain Deed
of Trust executed July 14, 2016 by
Boyce W. Ralph, an unmarried man to
Charles M. Ennis, as Trustee, as same
appears of record in the office of the
Register of TIPTON County, Tennessee,
in Record Book 1692, Page 777, and
the undersigned having been appointed
Substitute Trustee by instrument
recorded in the said Register’s Office,
and the owner of the debt secured,
Freedom Mortgage Corporation, having
requested the undersigned to advertise
and sell the property described in and
conveyed by said Deed of Trust, all of
said indebtedness having matured by
default in the payment of a part thereof,
at the option of the owner, this is to
give notice that the undersigned will,
on Tuesday, June 27, 2017 commencing at 10:00 AM, at the At the North
Door of the Tipton Courthouse, 100
Court Square, Covington, Tennessee
of the Courthouse, Covington, TIPTON
County, Tennessee proceed to sell at
public outcry to the highest and best
bidder for cash, the following described
property, to-wit:
Situated in County of TIPTON, State
of Tennessee.
Beginning at a post in the south right
of way of Ervin Lane, said stake being
85 degrees 36 minutes East 460 feet
from the northwest corner of the S.J.
Baskin 6.80 acre tract, of which this
survey is a part; runs thence from
the beginning post, with the south
right of way of the road, south 85
degrees 36 minutes East 100 feet to
a point; thence leaving the road south
4 degrees west 220 feet to an axle;
thence north 85 degrees 36 minutes
west 100 feet to a post; thence north 4
degrees east 220 feet to the beginning
and containing 0.51 acres. According
to survey of Campbell Surveying Co.,
Inc., TN R.L.S. #827, 1023 S. Yates,
Suite 201, Memphis, TN 38119, dated
February 9, 1999.
Tax Parcel ID: 018-018.03
Property Address: 159 Ervin Lane,
Covington, TN.
All right and equity of redemption,
homestead and dower waived in said
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed
to be good, but the undersigned will
sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
ARNOLD M. WEISS,
Substitute Trustee
Weiss & Cummins, PLLC
208 Adams Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38l03
90l-526-8296
File # 7240-128549-FC
June 2, 9, 16, 2017
Fmn13374
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated November 21, 2001,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded November 27, 2001, in Book No. 972, at
Page 612, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Laura Wallace and Jerry
Wallace, conveying certain property
therein described to David R. Wilson as
Trustee for Chase Manhattan Mortgage
Corporation; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by JP Morgan Chase Bank, National
Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by JP Morgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on June
22, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at
the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain

property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 10, Indian Creek Subdivision, as
recorded in Plat Cabinet C, Slide 64,
in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, to which plat
reference is hereby made for a more
particular description of said Lot. This
conveyance is subject to Subdivision
Restrictions in Book 664, page 310,
building lines and easements in
Plat Cabinet C, Slide 64, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee. Being the same property
conveyed to Grantor(s) here in at
Book 972, page 610, of the Tipton
County Register’s Office.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 555 Donna Cove,
Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
LAURA WALLACE
JERRY WALLACE
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 111186
DATED May 30, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 2, 9, 16, 2017
Fmn13375
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 26, 2016,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
1, 2016, in Book No. 1694, at Page
25, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Curtis Dillard and Betty J Dillard,
conveying certain property therein
described to Scott R. Valby as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee Mortgage
Research Center, LLC dba Veterans
United Home Loans, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Mortgage Research Center, LLC d/b/a
Veterans United Home Loans, a Missouri Limited Liability Company.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Mortgage Research
Center, LLC d/b/a Veterans United
Home Loans, a Missouri Limited Liability
Company, will, on July 5, 2017 on or
about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Continued on Page 32
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Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 31
Beginning at a stake in the north
right of way of Highway #59, (being
30 feet north of the center), said
stake being the southeast corner
of the Greer 2,727 acres lot, (book
307 page 516), said beginning stake
being north 88.5 degrees east 270
feet from the southwest corner of
the Peeler tract, of which this survey
is a part runs thence from the
beginning, with the north right of
way of Highway #59, north 88.5
degrees east 451 feet to a stake;
thence leaving the road, north .25
degrees west 337 feet to a stake
at the southeast corner of the Jerry
DuPriest 2.5 acre tract thence along
the south line of DuPriest 88.5
degrees west 465.14 feet to a stake
in the east line of the Felix Greer
2,727 acre tract thence with the
same, south 2 degrees 10 minutes
east 339 feet to the beginning and
containing 3.55 acres, according to
survey of Milton Thornton, surveyor,
made on May 15, 1973. There is
to be excepted from the above
described lot a road easement
containing 0.28 of an acre, running
along the west side for a portion of
the way, and being a part of the
road easement described in deed
book 322 page 463 in the Registers
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee.
After deducting the road easement
there remains a total of 3.27 acres.
It is understood and agreed that
the above described lot shall not
be sub-divided into smaller lots,
that no more than one residence
may be constructed on same and
any residence constructed on the
above lot shall contain at least 2000
sq. feet of floor space in the living
area of same. Should the grantees
or their heirs or assign violate the
restriction hereinabove set out it
shall be unlawful for any person or
persons owning adjoining property
to prosecute any proceedings at law
or in equity against the person or
persons violating or attempting to
violate such restrictions and either
to prevent them from so doing or to
recover damages or other dues for
such violation. Also, an easement
or right of way, but not exclusive
for road purposes only, over the
following described tract of land, to
wit Beginning at a stake in the north
right of way of highway #59 (having
a 60 foot right of way), said stake
being north 88.5 degrees east 502
feet from the original southwest corner of the Mildred Peeler (formerly
Mildred Harris) tract of which this
survey is a part; run thence with
the north right of way of the highway,
same being the south line of the
Peeler tract, north 88.5 degrees,
east 19 feet to a stake; thence
north 2 degrees 10 minutes, west
130 feet to a stake; thence south 73
degrees west 220 feet to a stake;
thence north 2 degrees 10 minutes
west 591 feet to a stake; thence
south 88.5 degrees west 19 feet
to a stake in the east line of Rogers Fisher 2.79 acre tract; thence
with the east line of Fisher and a
lot owned by Felix Greer, south 2
degrees 10 minutes east 618 feet
to a stake in the east line of Greer;
thence north 73 degrees east 220
feet to a stake; thence south 2
degrees 10 minutes east 109 feet
to the beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1136 Greer Drive,
Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CURTIS DILLARD
BETTY J DILLARD
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor

Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 322369
DATED June 2, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 9, 16, 23, 2017
Fmn13378
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated May 30, 2008, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded June 5, 2008, in
Book No. 1398, at Page 559, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Bryant Finney, conveying certain property
therein described to Monte Connell
as Trustee for American Mortgage
Services, Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on July
6, 2017 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Tipton County Courthouse, Covington,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 21, Tipton Manor Estates, as
shown on Plat of record in Plat Book
2, Page 28, in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which
Plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property. Legal description revised
pursuant to attorney’s affidavit to
be filed with foreclosure.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 100 Patricia Lane,
Millington, TN 38053
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
BRYANT FINNEY
TIPTON COUNTY PLANNING
DEPARTMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 300184
DATED June 6, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 9, 16, 23, 2017
Fmn13384
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on July
20, 2017 at 10:00AM local time, at
the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Mark Parker and Miko
Parker, to Kathy Winstead, Trustee,
as trustee for JPMorgan Chase Bank,

N.A. on March 21, 2007 at Record
Book 1334, Page 453, Instrument No.
102023; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle,
LLP, having been appointed Substitute
or Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES,
LLC, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Situated and being in the County of
Tipton, State of Tennessee:
Being Lot 12, Poplar Estates Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Book 2, pages 83 and 84, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Being the same property conveyed
to Mark Parker and Miko Parker,
husband and wife, as joint tenants with rights of survivorship, by
Quitclaim Deed from Mark Parker,
a married man, dated April 7, 2005
and recorded April 20, 2005 in Book
1200, page 468, and being the same
property previously conveyed to Mark
Parker by Warranty Deed from Terry
Wayne Gatlin and wife, Christine C.
Gatlin, dated February 27, 2001, and
recorded March 7, 2001, in Book
931, page 851, Register’s Office
for Tipton County, Tennessee. The
said Mark Parker is also known as
Mark E. Parker.
Street Address: 41 Miller Rd, Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 040G A 036.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Mark
Edward Parker
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
41 Miller Rd, Covington, Tennessee
38019, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Mark Parker and Miko
Parker, and those claiming through
him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring

sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 15-103765
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on July
20, 2017 at 10:00AM local time, at
the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Thomas N. Dearen and
Janice Dearen fka Janice Hardee, to
Joseph B. Pitt, Jr., Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Quicken
Loans, Inc. on April 29, 2010 at Record
Book 1479, Page 52, Instrument No.
138627; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle,
LLP, having been appointed Substitute
or Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Land Situated in the City of Atoka
in the County of Tipton in the State
of TN
Lot 169, ROLLING MEADOWS SUBDIVISION, Section ‘E’ as recorded
in Plat Cabinet ‘D’ Slide 91 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County, TN
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a found iron pin in the
east line of Rolling Meadows Drive
said pin being in the southwest corner
of Lot 170; thence north 76 degrees,
57 minutes, 33 seconds east along
the south line of Lot 170, 261.03 feet
to a found iron pin; thence south 13
degrees, 02 minutes, 27 seconds
east, 144.12 feet to a point in the
north line of Meadowbrook Road (not
open); thence south 76 degrees, 57
minutes, 33 seconds west along the
north line of Meadowbrook Road,
236.03 feet to a point of curve; thence
along a curve to the right having a
radius of 25.00 feet, 39.27 feet to
a point in the east line of Rolling
Meadows Drive; thence north 13
degrees, 02 minutes, 27 seconds
west along the east line of Rolling
Meadows Drive, 119.27 feet to the
point of beginning.
There is a 10.0 foot drainage and
utility easement along the south and
west lines of this lot as shown on the
recorded plat.
Being the same property conveyed
to THOMAS N. DEAREN and JANICE
HARDEE. joint tenants with full rights
of survivorship, by deed dated 7

/6/1999 of record in Deed Book
871, Page 657, in the County Clerk’s
Office.
Street Address: 242 Rolling Meadow
Dr, Drummonds, Tennessee 38023
Parcel Number: 145C F 045.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Thomas
N. Dearen and Janice Hardee
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
242 Rolling Meadow Dr, Drummonds,
Tennessee 38023, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Thomas N. Dearen
and Janice Dearen fka Janice Hardee,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-111371
June 16, 23, 30, 2017 Fmn13382

www.thememphisnews.com

June 16-22, 2017 33

»

The Weekly
Crossword

Week of 6/19/17 - 6/25/17

happenings
The 11th annual Belvedere Chamber Music Festival, featuring
performers from Luna Nova Ensemble and guest artists from around
the country, will be held Wednesday through Saturday, June 21-24, at
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody Ave. Concerts start
at 7:30 each night; Thursday and Friday also feature a 3 p.m. concert.
Visit belvederefestival.org for details.

Memphis Juneteenth Urban Music Festival will be held Friday, June 16, through
Sunday, June 18, in Robert R. Church Park,
at Beale and South Fourth streets. The festival will feature live music, vendors senior
activities, kids zone and more. Admission
is free. Visit memphisjuneteenth.com for a
schedule.
Goner Records and the Stax Museum of
American Soul Music will hold the second
annual Soulsville Record Swap Saturday, June 17, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Stax Museum, 926 E. McLemore Ave. DJs
will play sets all day, and food trucks will
also be on hand. Admission is free. Visit
facebook.com/staxmuseum for details.
Memphis Made Brewing’s Community
Concert Series continues with “Hops for
Pops,” a Father’s Day show benefiting A
Step Ahead Foundation, on Sunday, June
18, at 4 p.m. at Memphis Made, 768 S.
Cooper St. Local band Invincible Universe
will play the tap room, with a portion of

beer sales going to A Step Ahead. Visit
memphismadebrewing.com.
  
Twilight Tuesday, Beale Street Landing’s
free outdoor movie series, will feature
“The Wiz” Tuesday, June 20, at 8:30 p.m.
on the landing, 251 Riverside Drive. Bring
a blanket or lawn chair and grab a spot on
the landing’s sloping rooftop, with movies projected on a 24-foot screen at the
bottom. Visit downtownmemphis.com for
details.
Church Health will launch Walking With
Jesus, a six-week walking Bible study
series, Wednesday, June 21, at noon in
its chapel, 130 Concourse Ave. Pastor
Byron Fitchpatric of Crosstown Church
will lead the program, which was developed by Church Health to help individuals
make simple changes to improve their
health and grow in faith. Wear walking
shoes. Email fco@churchhealth.org with
questions.
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This week in Memphis history:

2008: The debut of The Memphis News, a weekly about “business, politics and the public interest” by The Daily News Publishing Co.

1967: On the front page of The Daily News, the Memphis City Commission approves on the second of three readings a city budget totaling
$65,302,908 and approves a $39,500 contract with Harland Bartholomew
& Associates of a “riverfront expressway” as part of the new bridge being
planned across the Mississippi River at Memphis. The commission also approves the sale of 50 ponies owned by the Memphis Park Commission.

The Weekly Crossword
ACROSS
1 Quaker product
5 Con
10 Clothing line?
14 Beat it
15 Lord's worker
16 Chaplin prop
17 Bargain hunter's
paradise
19 Fine things
20 Shortening of a
word
21 Rupture
23 Short flight
24 Fine-grained
abrasive
26 Nero's domain
30 Feed lines to
33 Roulette play
34 Campus V.I.P.
35 Crowd's call
37 Elbow
39 Same old, same
old
40 Flambeau
41 1979 sci-fi
classic
42 Singer Campbell
44 Drone, e.g.
45 Pastoral place
46 Dashboard dial
49 Riding whip
50 Harley Davidson, slangily
51 Bank named on
a credit card
54 Drag-race cars
58 Cod, for one
59 Window washer's problem?
62 ___ and anon
63 Brownish gray
64 Dog-eared
65 Like morning
grass
66 Glowing
remnant
67 Privation
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shares for all of the capital stock of Coppertone and the company that
makes its suntan lotions and other products, Douglas Laboratories Corp.
Three years earlier, Coppertone had trademarked its “Little Miss Copper-
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1 "Tip" or "rip"
finish
2 One on your
side
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3 Many an MTV
viewer
4 Dramatic
transformation
5 Showed
appreciation
6 Contract
7 Comics shriek
8 Word before or
after "old"
9 Rope for
animals
10 Like Poe tales
11 Deserve
12 Social starter
13 City near
Phoenix
18 Phobos, to Mars
22 Straight and tall
24 Shoulder
ornament
25 Made money
26 Of the kidneys
27 Rudimentary
seed
28 Radio or TV
29 Business union
30 Diamond
measure

31 Cry of defeat
32 Early anesthetic
36 Like some
vegetables
38 Come after
43 One you
shouldn't bank
on
47 Long John
Silver, e.g.
48 Maker of holes
49 Database input
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Clinched
File menu option
Spit out
USO funnyman
Bob
Reed instrument
Acute
Smooth, in a
way
Video maker,
for short
BBQ spices

Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
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Week of 6/19/17 - 6/25/17

1957: Plough Inc. buys Coppertone Sales Corp. of Miami in a stock swap,
Plough founder Abe Plough announces. Plough turns over 777,682 of its
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Sudoku
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tone” image, which would become one of the most famous logos in American advertising history. Within a year of the sale to Plough, Coppertone
would become the best-selling sun care brand in the world.

Source: www.coppertone.ca

1944: The Memphis Street Railway Co. reports an average daily load of
353,354 people on its cars and buses for the month of May and more than

SUDOKU
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Difficulty: Easy

2 6 7 8
1 6

heaviest load is the Jackson-Lamar, with the Fairgrounds line second.

Memphis, killing hundreds of people on board. The injured, and those who

1

to the city to be by his brother’s bedside until his death. Clemens writes
his sister that “Memphis is the noblest place on the face of the earth. She
has done her duty by the poor afflicted creatures.” Clemens would later be
known by his pen name, Mark Twain.

7

4

Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:

5
9

later died from their injuries, flooded Memphis hospitals. Among them was
20-year-old Henry Clemens, whose brother, Samuel Clemens, would come

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
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51 million passengers for the first five months of 1944. The line carrying the

1858: The steamboat Pennsylvania explodes 70 miles downriver from
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Get news daily from The Daily News, www.memphisdailynews.com.

Memphis NAACP
And The Crucible

I

t’s hard to imagine a more perilous birth than the one that
brought the Memphis Branch
NAACP into the world a century
ago.
Let’s be specific about what that
world was like in 1917, because it is a
horrific reality we should never forget.
It was a Memphis where police accused a man of murder based on saying
they saw his image in the eyes of the
girl he allegedly killed. They beat him
before ever charging him with a crime.
Before he could stand trial, Ell Persons
was pulled from a train while in the
custody of law enforcement, taken to
the old Macon Road Bridge at an hour
local newspapers had been publicizing
for weeks, tied to a wooden post and
burned alive.
Around 5,000 men, women and
children watched it happen. Some in
the crowd took his burned, severed
head and rode over to Beale Street,
where they tossed it into a crowd.
It was a message, and the Memphis
Branch was the courageous, necessary
response.
In the century since that summer of
1917, the organization and its leaders
have shaped Memphis at critical junctures, repeatedly making a difference
when some in our city were resolute
that change should not and would not
happen.
The NAACP leaders in Memphis
met that resistance with an unflappable calm that made their victory
seem inevitable in retrospect when it
was anything but.
That orthodoxy has paved the

way for civil rights leaders who have
become leaders and part of the city’s
political establishment. It also has
left the largest chapter of the nation’s
oldest civil rights organization open to
questions about relevance as progress
has been made.
Many of those questions center on
what progress means in an era when
the basic underlying problems of violence, justice and equity have changed
their spots but not their pervasiveness.
Earle Fisher, one of the new board
members of the Memphis Branch who
has been involved in an upswing in
protests around various causes over
the past year or so, has described
the dilemma for him and others as a
“crucible.”
The Memphis NAACP’s history,
impact and importance is undeniable.
So is its orthodoxy, which can provide
an unshakable foundation but at times
can also slow momentum to a crawl.
The crucible for those new voices is
what to do with the energy – bridging
the gap between civil rights-era orthodoxy that police departments and city
leaders adjusted to long ago and boots
in the street mobilized on social media
over myriad causes that pop up when
things get hot politically.
Too long and too fast are the
boundaries, and the middle ground
between them isn’t necessarily moderation. It’s a third way forward that
doesn’t come down to either blindly
trusting leaders or following issues over
a cliff for a lack of trust.
The NAACP is still needed as much
as it still needs to change.

Sharing Yards
DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

ROOTS AND MONKEY GRASS.
So I’m waiting in line at Booksellers
to get my high school classmate, Cary
Fowler, to sign my copy of his new book
when a moment of quintessential Memphis broke out.
In front in me are two women about
my age, identical twins. One interrupted
my musing about attractive twins by

turning to me and asking, “Are you Dan
Conaway?” Surprised, I said that I was.
“My little brother was your wife’s first
date,” she said.
She then introduced herself and her
sister and kept going. “You know, Cary
is renovating the house we grew up in.”
I nodded, knowing somehow there was
more, and she continued. “There was a
ton of monkey grass in that yard. When
my husband and I bought a place in Morningside, I dug up a bunch and planted it
in our yard so I’d always be reminded of
that house.” She then leaned in for the big
finish, “And you know where that monkey grass came from?” I shook my head.
“From your momma,” she said. “She was
getting rid of some and my momma got
it from your house.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

Reader: Overton Park
Compromise Doesn’t
Save Greensward
The Overton Park Conservancy has
raised a lot of money to pave one-fourth
of the Greensward. This fact seems to
be lost on some people. Obviously the
OPC and the zoo know they are paving
1/4th of the Greensward, but I think a
lot of people believe they donated funds
to "Save the Greensward" when they
did not.
The footprint of the so called "compromise" is clear; we lose 1/4th of the
Greensward if you agree with that farce
of a compromise. The map was released
by the city over a year ago and nobody
has changed anything about that map.

SUBMIT YOUR

Letter to
the Editor

We lose 1/4th of the Greensward.
The reduced size of the parking
spaces just means the zoo gets more
parking. This project does not stop cars
from parking on the Greensward; it:
• Destroys 1/4th of the Greensward
• Gives the zoo what it wants, and
•G
 ets others to pay for half of the
project.
When the zoo wants the rest of the
Greensward and park, it will be no different.

Larry J. Smith
Memphis, TN

We encourage readers to submit
letters on topics we report on and
community issues. We ask that
letters be no more than 450 words
and accompanied by the author's full
name, address and phone number for
verification. Letters may be edited for
space. Send to:
letters@memphisdailynews.com

Follow us on Twitter

@memphisdaily

“From Perkins?” I asked, going back
50 years. “I thought you grew up on Highland,” she said, confused. “Oh my God,”
I exclaimed, going back 60 years, to an
earlier yard, to a lifetime ago. Her mother
and mine were in the same art league, it
seems, and the monkey grass they shared
has painted a family portrait.
A five-minute conversation with
someone I’d never met tied us together
across generations, and to my wife, to my
friend, to my city. And as you read this,
somebody in Memphis is having a conversation just like that in some unlikely place.
When I got up to Cary with the book, I
told him that saving the future by saving
the world’s seeds was fine, but we needed
to talk about saving monkey grass.
I wrote an earlier column about Cary
Fowler, founder of the Svalbard Global
Seed Vault and incoming chair of the
Rhodes College board. Traveling as he
does all over the world and living in New
York, Cary could just stay in a hotel or
keep an apartment here for his Rhodes

business, but he is instead saving the
historic Goodman house where the twins
and my wife’s first date and that monkey
grass grew, where the twins’ grandfather,
Abe Goodman, entertained some of the
country’s most famous and influential,
and where Cary will do the same – wherever he is in the world – calling this place,
again and always, home.
When he gave me a tour of the house
and the world-class renovation, we
stood on the columned front porch and
I pointed to the corner it stands on at
Poplar and East Parkway. “When Dad was
a Boy Scout, they used to do a 5-mile hike
from the city limits out into the country. It
started right in front of this house.”
Shared roots.
I’m a Memphian, and the roots are
strong.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Expand Your Reach Into
New Markets
With The Daily News Online for Shelby, DeSoto,
West TN, Nashville and all of Middle TN.
The Daily News Online offers you access to over 13 million
public records in over 20 counties across TN and Desoto
County. Our service provides you timely and accurate
data to help you monitor, protect and grow your business.
Expand your reach into new markets with our regional
services and uncover even more opportunities.

ONLINE RESEARCH

Research any person, property address or company to review public records and notices
including mortgages, property sales, bankruptcy filings, foreclosures, marriage licenses and
much more!
Shelby: $34/month
DeSoto: $27/month
West TN: $27/month
Nashville & Middle TN: $27/month
Chattanooga (Hamilton County): $27/month

FORECLOSURE NOTICES

Receive daily foreclosure notice reports for Shelby County & West TN and weekly foreclosure
notices for Middle TN. Our reports include the owner name, property address, original trust
deed date, advertised auction date & more!
Shelby/West TN: $50/month
Middle TN: $25/month or $8/month with a subscription to our Middle TN online service.

CUSTOMIZED LISTS

Market your services to new clients using our exclusive customized marketing lists. Target
new home owners, new businesses, new utility connections and much more! Expand your
business with effective leads!
All Service Areas: $0.15/record for online subscribers. Non-subscribers pay $0.15/record
plus a $25-$75 set-up fee.
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Wendy Greenlaw

wendy@memphisdailynews.com
901-528-5273

You Can Appeal Your 2017
Property Tax Reappraisal Value
2017 TAX APPEAL KITS NOW AVAILABLE
AT WWW.SHELBYTAXAPPEAL.COM
With record
average home sales
prices in 2016 be
sure you’re not paying
more than your fair
share of property taxes
in 2017.

CONTACT US TODAY!
Call 901.528.5273 or email
wendy@chandlerreports.com

Arm yourself
with the most
accurate, up-todate, and reliable
reports available
for appealing your
2017 property
taxes.

• Sales Comparables with Photos: easy to read
sales comparables for your property including
photos.
• Neighborhood Profile Report: overview
of all sales and foreclosure activity for your
neighborhood over the past 4 years.
• Foreclosure Effect Report: a report based on
your property and subdivision showing foreclosures
and their potential effect on your property.
• Step-by-Step Instructions for appealing.
• Data Specialists on hand to assist you with
questions.
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