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Haslam Says He Will Sign
Sunday Alcohol Sales Bill
Gov. Bill Haslam is deferring to the will
of the Legislature and has indicated he will
sign the Sunday wine/liquor sales bill when
it reaches his desk, according to spokeswoman Jennifer Donnals.
The General Assembly passed the legislation this week by a 55-35 vote in the House
and a 17-11 margin in the Senate.
During debates on the floor in both
houses, one of the recurring themes of
opposition was that such a law would put
mom-and-pop package stores out of business. The convenience of consumers being
able to pick up wine in grocery stores as
they shopped for food on Sundays – the
single largest day for grocery sales in a
week, it was revealed – was going to sink any
small package store that had survived wine
sales in grocery stores Monday through
Saturday.
Grocery stores will not be able sell
liquor, but package stores will have that
right if they choose to open on Sundays.
The package stores also will get a head
start – they can open for business on Sundays as soon as Haslam signs the bill, but
grocers will have to wait until Jan. 1, 2019,
to sell wine.
The legislation could hit Haslam’s desk
sometime next week, Donnals said.
Meanwhile, Rob Ikard, president and
CEO of the Tennessee Grocers & Convenience Store Association, was asked if he
might push for liquor sales in grocery stores

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

New Restaurant Concept
Coming to Overton Square

Regions Bank Opens
New Lakeland Branch

Guard Alex Lomax (East High School)
officially signed his national letter of intent
on Wednesday, April 11, to play for Penny
Hardaway at the University of Memphis.
Lomax becomes the first Memphis
signee for the Tigers in three years. And it
might not have happened.
He originally was committed to Wichita
State University. But after Memphis fired
Tubby Smith and hired Hardaway, Wichita
State agreed to release Lomax from his
national letter of intent.
Lomax has played for Hardaway on
one team or another since grade school.
He earned state Mr. Basketball honors as a
sophomore and junior at East. And Hardaway’s East team won its third straight state
title before he was formally announced as
coach at Memphis.
Both Rivals and ESPN rate the 5-foot-10
Lomax as a four-star prospect.
Another sought-after local prospect,
Cordova’s Tyler Harris, has said he will
announce his college decision on Friday,
April 13.
His choice is believed to be between
Memphis and Baylor.

A new upscale restaurant called Bogard
that will serve contemporary Southerninspired dishes has signed a 3,790-squarefoot lease in Overton Square, Loeb Properties Inc. has announced.
The restaurant partially takes its name
from co-owner Edward Bogard, and is an
acronym for “Buying One Gives Another
Rare Dish,” as each meal purchased at the
restaurant will provide another meal for a
person in need thanks to a partnership with
the Mid-South Food Bank.
Ed Cabagiao and Ben McLean have
been tapped as operating managers for
the new venue that will occupy the former
Stanley Bar-B-Que space at 2110 Madison
Ave.
Loeb was represented by Aaron Petree
in the lease; Bogard was represented by
Barry Maynard of LRG.
Former Memphis Grizzlies head coach
Lionel Hollins is another co-owner of Bogard, as is Preston Butts Jr. They said they
were inspired to partner in the project by
Edward Bogard’s message and dedication
to giving back.
Edward Bogard is the philanthropic
designer, founder and CEO of SoGiv, the
world’s first nonprofit shoe design company. The limited-edition shoes SoGiv
designs and sells help charitable causes
around the world, as 100 percent of shoe
sales go to the various charities.

Regions Bank has opened a new branch
in Lakeland that it calls one of the bank’s
most modern locations in the Memphis
area.
Among other amenities, the new
branch at the corner of Canada Road and
U.S. 64 is the latest Regions location to offer Regions video banking, featuring three
video banking ATMs in the drive-through
as well as a walk-up video banking ATM in
the foyer.
Video banking ATMs let customers connect with a Regions Video Banker via live,
two-way video for more personal service.
Regions video bankers can also help
people with account maintenance and
general inquiries.
Other features include Regions’ facial
recognition and fingerprint technology for
customers using safe deposit boxes. The
open design of the branch also means there
are no teller lines.
A grand opening for the new branch is
set for April 21.

– Don Wade

– Patrick Lantrip

next year.
Ikard said he had no plans to and was
too exhausted to think about it.
– Sam Stockard
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– Andy Meek

Past Tigers Will Coach
At Friday Night Stripes
Former Tiger football greats DeAngelo Williams and Jake Elliott will serve as
coaches at the annual Friday Night Stripes
on April 13 at the Liberty Bowl.
Elliott won this year’s Super Bowl with
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the Philadelphia Eagles, perhaps clinching
the game with a 46-yard field goal with 1:10
left that put his team ahead of the New
England Patriots 41-33.
He was 3-for-3 on field goals in the
game, including the 46-yarder that was
the longest field goal made by a rookie in
a Super Bowl.
While at Memphis, Elliott converted all
202 of his extra point attempts and is the Tigers’ all-time leader in scoring (445 points).
Williams spent 11 years in the NFL,
accumulating 11,056 all-purpose yards,
including 8,096 rushing yards and 70
touchdowns.
He was an All-American at Memphis,
where he set two NCAA records with 34
games of 100-plus yards rushing and 7,573
all-purpose yards.
The Tiger Walk will open the night’s
festivities at 6 p.m. followed by the 7 p.m.
contest. The Highland Hundred Booster
Club will hold its annual Les Phillips Memorial Golf Tournament at Colonial Country Club at 7 a.m. Friday morning along with
a barbecue contest later in the day.
Visit highlandhundred.org for information on the golf tournament and barbecue
content, and gotigersgo.com for information on the football game.
– Don Wade

Volunteers Sought For
Comcast Cares Day in April
This month, more than 500 local Comcast NBCUniversal employees and their
families, friends and community partners
will volunteer at seven different projects in
Memphis as part of the 17th annual Comcast Cares Day.
It is the nation’s largest single-day corporate volunteer event.
During April, a variety of “Comcast
Cares Day” volunteer projects in Memphis
such as park clean-ups, meal preparation
opportunities, blood drives and more will
support local organizations, including the
Overton Park Conservancy, Metropolitan
Inter-Faith Association and Memphis City
Year.
Additional volunteers are needed and
encouraged to get involved by registering
at comcastinthecommunity.com.
On Saturday, April 21, Comcast’s signature event in Memphis, the “Little Learners
Mural” project, will bring more than 100
volunteers, elected officials including Mayor Jim Strickland, and community partners
such as City Year, to Caldwell Guthrie
Elementary School.
Volunteers will paint murals throughout the school to motivate and inspire
students and improve their school experiences.
Volunteers will also work to increase
curb appeal by picking up trash and landscaping the area.
“City Year Memphis is a proud national
partner with Comcast and we are honored
to serve the Smokey City/Klondike community through our Comcast Cares Day project at Caldwell-Guthrie Elementary,” said
Catherine Cushinberry, executive director
and vice president of City Year Memphis.
The Comcast Foundation will also
provide grants to local community partner
organizations across the country on behalf
of everyone who volunteers on Comcast
Cares Day. The grants will help Comcast’s

community partners continue their mission of serving the community throughout
the year.
To date, the Comcast Foundation has
awarded more than $22 million in grants
to local nonprofit organizations who have
served as partners on Comcast Cares Day.

Downtown parking study through Nelson
Nygaard Consulting Associates Inc. The
firm was selected in late 2017. The Downtown Parking Authority is working with the
Memphis Medical District Collaborative
on the study.
– Bill Dries

– Daily News staff

Airport to Unveil Photos
Of King’s Last Flights
Memphis International Airport is set to
unveil a photography exhibition Thursday,
April 12, that commemorates the last trip
taken by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Martin’s Last Flights” will feature
several never-before-seen images taken
by Memphis photojournalist Ernest C.
Withers, including shots of King arriving
at Memphis International Airport with
Dorothy Cotton and Ralph Abernathy after
a flight delay in Atlanta due to a bomb scare.
Another photo shows James Bevel,
James Orange, Bernard Lee and Andrew
Young loading King’s casket on an American Airlines plane chartered by Robert
Kennedy.
The unveiling, which will take place at
9:15 a.m. in Delta Air Lines’ Ticket Lobby
B, will include remarks by Memphis City
Council chairman Berlin Boyd, MemphisShelby County Airport Authority president
and CEO Scott Brockman, Withers Collection Museum & Gallery executive director
Rosalind Withers, Shelby County Mayor
Mark Luttrell and Memphis Mayor Jim
Strickland.
– Patrick Lantrip

CCRFC Approves Change
In Wessman Hotel Project
The Center City Revenue Finance Corp.
has approved a change in the development
team planning an Arrive Hotel in the former
Memphis College of Art graduate school,
477 S. Main St., and granted an extension
on the time the owners have to close on
the project.
The CCRFC board on Tuesday, April
10, granted a request by the project’s principals that effectively removes the original
developer, Wessman Holdings LLC, from
the development.
Wessman Holdings LLC had purchased
the former graduate school in late 2016
with plans to develop the 62-room hotel.
But principal John Wessman was charged
with public corruption in Riverside County,
California in February 2017, two days after
the CCRFC board granted the hotel a 15year payment-in-lieu-of-taxes incentive.
With the change, the project is being led
by Arrive MEM Development LLC, which
puts the development directly in the hands
of the hotel’s manager, Arrive Hotels & Restaurants. It also replaces the initial PILOT
applicant, 477 Memphis Hotel LLC, with
a new applicant, South Main Hotel LLC.
Originally the group was to close on
the deal one year after the PILOT was
granted. But the corporate restructuring
“took materially longer than expected,” the
developers wrote in a letter to the CCRFC
board, necessitating their request to extend
the closing timeline.
In other action, the CCRFC board approved up to $240,000 in funding for the
Downtown Parking Authority to conduct a

Council Moves Closer
To De-Annexations
Memphis City Council members approved Tuesday, April 10, on the second
of three readings ordinances for the de-annexation of part of Eads and an uninhabited
area of the southwest Memphis flood plain.
In other action, the council approved
on the second of three readings the ordinances that commit the city to partial
funding of an expansion of prekindergarten
classrooms across Shelby County.
Council members also approved funding of $250,000 for a driver’s license reinstatement and diversion program. Working
with the General Sessions Court clerk and
the City Court clerk, the council fund will
go to help individuals who meet program
guidelines clear court fees they owe that
have led to their driver’s license being
suspended or revoked. The council is using
the $100,000 it was allocated for MLK50
activities and initiatives.
The city fire station at 211 Jackson Ave.
was sold to ALSAC, the fundraising and
awareness arm of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital for $1.7 million by council
resolution Tuesday. In a separate resolution, the city sold the Vehicle Services Center and Sign Shop, both located beneath the
Danny Thomas Boulevard overpass, to St.
Jude at their appraised value of $3.3 million.
– Bill Dries

Green Dot Gets $3M Loan
For Bluff City High School
Green Dot Public Schools is preparing
for renovations of its Bluff City High School
in Hickory Hill with a $3 million loan from
Nonprofit Finance Fund and Boston Community Capital.
The loan is for further renovations, including modular buildings for classrooms
and staff offices, at the charter school’s
campus in what was Solid Rock Christian
Church, 4100 Ross Road.
Bluff City High is the first charter school
in the state approved and overseen directly
by the Tennessee Board of Education.
The school opened last fall with a ninthgrade class and is phasing in other grades
across several school years with a goal of
serving grades 9-12 by 2021.
The Green Dot loan is the sixth loan the
two organizations have made to charter
schools in Tennessee.
– Bill Dries

GTx Completes Enrollment
In Latest Clinical Trial
Memphis-based biopharmaceutical
company GTx Inc. reports it has completed
patient enrollment several months ahead
of schedule in its placebo-controlled, Phase
2 clinical trial of enobosarm in postmenopausal women with stress urinary incontinence, or SUI.
The ASTRID (Assessing Enobosarm for
Stress Urinary Incontinence Disorder) trial

enrolled 493 women at more than 60 clinical trial centers across the United States,
GTx reported Monday, April 9. Top-line
results are expected early in the fourth
quarter.
“Due to overwhelming interest from
women wanting to participate in the clinical trial, and the extraordinary teamwork
by the clinical trial centers, enrollment
in the ASTRID trial was completed in approximately eight months, with enrollment
exceeding the 400 patients planned per
protocol,” GTx executive chairman Robert
J. Wills said in a statement.
Stress urinary incontinence refers to
the unintentional leakage of urine during
activities that increase abdominal pressure
such as coughing, sneezing or physical
exercise. SUI, the most common type of
incontinence suffered by women, affects
up to 35 percent of adult women in the
United States.
A variety of treatments are used to treat
SUI in women, including behavioral modification and pelvic floor physical therapy,
especially as initial treatment options. As
the condition worsens, bulking agents
and surgical procedures are often the most
widely used treatments.
GTx reported in March that a clinical
trial of 3 mg enobosarm reduced episodes
of urge incontinence by 68 percent in
female patients who experienced UI and
stress urinary incontinence.
GTx shares were trading at $18.45 midday Wednesday. It has ranged between
$2.73 and $23.40 in the past year.
– Daily News staff

Rajun Cajun Festival
Returns Sunday
The annual Rajun Cajun Crawfish
Festival benefiting Porter-Leath returns
Downtown Sunday, April 15, from 11 a.m.
through 7 p.m. at Wagner Place and Riverside Drive, between Union Avenue and
Beale Street.
The 26th annual event, sponsored by
Stinson’s Industrial, is the largest one-day
crawfish festival in the Mid-South, according to Porter-Leath, and will feature more
than 17,000 pounds of fresh Louisiana
crawfish. In addition to crawfish, more than
two dozen food trucks will offer a variety
of foods, including barbecue, burgers and
traditional carnival fare.
Porter-Leath maintains free admission to the Rajun Cajun festival in order to
welcome all Mid-South families. The event
includes fun for all ages, including crawfish
bobbing, eating and racing contests, along
with a play zone on Riverside Drive for
children 12 and younger.
In addition, Rajun Cajun will feature
three stages of live music – including
performances by Marcella + Her Lovers,
Freeworld, Black Oak Arkansas, The ShotGunBillys and The Bar-Kays – and a gumbo
cook-off with 24 teams.
For a VIP experience, festival-goers can
buy tickets to the BlueCross BlueShield of
Tennessee Community Trust Swamp Tent
tickets in advance for $125 per person or
$225 per pair. The tickets include unlimited
crawfish and Cajun cuisine from noon until
6 p.m., plus two drink tickets, each good for
a margarita or hurricane.
Proceeds from the festival support
Porter-Leath’s mission of empowering

www.thememphisnews.com

4 April 13-19, 2018

weekly digest

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

more than 46,000 Mid-South children and
families to achieve healthy, optimal and
independent lifestyles.
For more information or VIP tickets,
visit rajuncajunmemphis.org.
– Daily News staff

First Tennessee to Put $4B
In Community Investment
Memphis-based First Tennessee Bank,
along with its newly acquired Capital
Bank, are launching a five-year, nearly $4
billion effort to expand the availability of
financial resources in low- to moderateincome communities across an eight-state
footprint.
The plan – covering communities in
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North and
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and
Virginia – includes mortgage and small
business lending, community development
lending, philanthropy and spending with
minority-owned suppliers and marketing
firms. Expanding physical access to financial services in low- to moderate-income
communities is also part of this push.
The effort, which is an agreement
with the National Community Reinvestment Coalition and its community-based
members across the Southeast, will run
until 2022.
“Our company is dedicated to supporting the success of underserved individuals
and strengthening communities across our
footprint,” said Bryan Jordan, chairman
and CEO of First Horizon National Corp.,

in a statement about the plan. “We believe
our new $4 billion investment will take our
longstanding community commitment to
the next level by spurring growth and sustainable economic development.”
The plan includes a $515 million funding of home purchase and rehabilitation
mortgage lending; $1.9 billion in small
business lending; $1.5 billion in community
development and multifamily lending and
investments; and $40 million in grants and
philanthropy.
The bank also plans to earmark 3 percent to 6 percent of its supplier spending
for minority-owned businesses, as well as a
portion of its marketing budget to minorityowned firms.
Marcia Lewis, executive director of the
Memphis Housing Authority, said the plan
will provide low-income households with
access to services “that will build their selfsufficiency, independence from government assistance and improve their future.”
– Andy Meek

Wunderlich Downtown HQ
Opens Next Week
This time next week, Memphis-based
investment firm Wunderlich Securities Inc.
will start to be settled into the company’s
new Downtown Memphis headquarters, in
One Commerce Square, suite 1800.
Wunderlich’s relocation of staff from its
headquarters in East Memphis gets underway this weekend, and the move is being
carried out over a few weekends to ensure

no disruption in day-to-day business.
Meanwhile, Wunderlich is planning to
open a second wealth management branch
in East Memphis on April 23, in Triad Center I at 6000 Poplar Ave.
Wunderlich founder and CEO Gary
Wunderlich said the news signals “a new
era of growth for our firm.”
“We’ve made a long-term commitment
to Memphis, and I’m more excited than
ever about the opportunities ahead to expand our successful wealth management
platform both locally and throughout our
footprint,” he said.
Most of Wunderlich’s 110 local employees are moving to the Downtown tower.
Corporate executives and several wealth
management advisers will be in place on
Monday, April 16.
The moves are taking place over three
weekends, with the firm’s operations, information technology, human resources
and other administrative teams moving to
One Commerce during the last weekend
in April and a completion of the move
targeted for May 1.
The East Memphis wealth management
branch will be home to eight financial advisers and support staff.
In June, Wunderlich is hosting a meeting for senior-level managers from its 24
branch locations at the new headquarters,
which will support a network of more than
200 financial advisers across 14 states.
Wunderlich, which was founded in
1996 and called 6000 Poplar Ave. in East
Memphis its home for more than a decade,
signed a lease for 30,000 square feet of
space at One Commerce Square last year.
– Andy Meek
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The team behind Flight restaurant
Downtown and Southern Social in Germantown – Tom Powers and Russ Graham
– are the new tenants for the cornerstone
space in Overton Square occupied until
recently by Bar Louie.
Loeb Properties Inc. announced Tuesday, April 10, that Porch & Parlor will begin
the conversion of the Bar Louie space on
the southwest corner of Madison Avenue
and Cooper Street within the next month,
describing it as “a fine-dining concept.”
Memphis Louie LLC, the company that
owned Bar Louie, filed for bankruptcy reorganization a year ago. Loeb Properties and
Overton Square South LLC filed a motion
to allow it to continue plans to find a new
tenant for the space.
Bar Louie closed earlier this year after
being among the first new tenants in the
refurbished entertainment district five
years ago.
The 5,982 square feet of space, including a patio at the corner, undergoes the
conversion to a new concept in a second
wave of activity in the square, including
the recent opening of Hopdoddy, a burger
chain out of Austin, Texas, on the southeast
corner of Madison and Cooper.
Just south of what is to be Porch &
Parlor is the site of a $24 million boutique
hotel where there is now parking fronting
on Cooper at Trimble Place.
Lafayette’s Music Room is expanding
into the bay to its east with plans for a
storefront called Midtown Mercantile that

will sell Midtown-themed merchandise.
The Flats at Overton Square, a multifamily development, is planned for what
is now a car lot further west on Madison.
And Indian Pass Raw Bar, a Florida
seafood restaurant, recently opened in
the space at 2059 Madison on the square’s
southern end that was formerly home to
Chiwawa.
– Bill Dries

Holy Rosary Urges Memphis
To ‘Go Blue for Autism’
Holy Rosary School’s ANGEL Program
(Autism iNtervention and Guidance for
Early Learners) is recognizing Autism
Awareness Month in April through its “Go
Blue for Autism” light bulb sale, a fundraising effort that is part of a national campaign
for greater awareness and understanding
of autism.
The sale coincides with World Autism
Month, organized by Autism Speaks to
increase understanding and acceptance of
the autism spectrum. As part of the international event, individuals and organizations
are encouraged to light their homes and
businesses in blue.
“While some may hear about autism
this month, for families like mine, autism
is a part of their everyday lives. Luckily for
us, Holy Rosary provides a school within
its school for students on the autism spectrum,” said Gene Mangiante, former program parent and board president of the
ANGEL Program Fund, which organizes
the April fundraiser.
The ANGEL Program was started in
2010 to help students on the autism spectrum learn alongside their classmates while
also receiving the individualized instruction and support they need to feel engaged
and be successful in the classroom.
The program uses innovative teaching
techniques and services based upon the
principles of applied behavior analysis, the
only scientifically proven and evidencebased therapy for children living with
autism.
“Studies show that early intervention
through ABA therapy is key to improving outcomes for children on the autism
spectrum,” said Falon Roberson, ANGEL
Program coordinator and licensed behavior analyst. “The goal for our team
is to provide each of our students in the
program the tools they need to achieve
their fullest potential, focusing on their
individual strengths and using positive
reinforcements.”
Learn more about Holy Rosary’s ANGEL Program and order "Go Blue for Autism" light bulbs at theangelprogram.com.
– Daily News staff

$14M Building Permit Filed
For Thomas & Betts Move
A $14 million building permit application has been filed with the Office of
Construction Code Enforcement for renovations to an office building at 860 Ridge
Lake Blvd. in East Memphis for Thomas &
Betts Corp.
The application lists ABB as the tenant
and Boyle Investment Co. as the owner, but
it does not list a contractor.
The building is located within Boyle’s
Ridgeway Center office development off
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Poplar Avenue, just east of Interstate 240.
ABB bought Thomas & Betts in early
2012 for $3.9 billion.
Thomas & Betts, which now operates
as a business unit within ABB’s $10 billion
Electrification Products division, is preparing to move its headquarters from Southwind to the building in Ridgeway Center
that has been occupied by ServiceMaster
Global Holdings, which is wrapping up a
move of its corporate headquarters from
860 Ridge Lake Blvd. to the former Peabody
Place Mall Downtown.
Memphis-based Thomas & Betts was
awarded a 15-year payment-in-lieu-oftaxes, or PILOT, incentive to relocate its
corporate headquarters from Southwind
to the Ridgeway Center and consolidate
its regional research and development
functions.
The tax incentives approved last July
by the Economic Development Growth
Engine for Memphis and Shelby County allow T&B to retain 523 jobs and create 75 net
new jobs with an average salary of $86,788.
Officials with EDGE estimate the expansion project will generate $45 million
in local tax revenues during the term of
the PILOT, while resulting in a $3.1 million
benefit to T&B.
The low-voltage electrical components
and products manufacturer is investing
$20.7 million in the headquarters relocation and consolidation of operations.
The PILOT requires T&B to spend at
least $2.3 million with Memphis and Shelby

County certified minority and women business enterprises (MWBEs).
– Daily News staff

UTHSC Addiction Center
To Host Opioid Forums
The Center for Addiction Science at the
University of Tennessee Health Science
Center and the Memphis Area Prevention
Coalition will present forums April 18 and
19 to educate health care providers, first
responders and the public on recognizing
and treating opioid use disorder.
The Medical Forum on Addiction and
Overdose will be held April 18 at 11:30 a.m.
(includes lunch), and repeats April 19 at
8:30 a.m. (includes breakfast).
Both sessions are free and open to the
public and will be held in the Freeman
Auditorium at UTHSC’s Hamilton Eye
Institute, 930 Madison Ave., third floor.
The forums aim to educate participants
on the signs and symptoms of opioid use
disorder, provide an overview of the science
of addiction, assist practitioners in diagnosing and treating patients with opioid use
disorder, and to discuss the use of Narcan,
the drug used to resuscitate an individual
who has overdosed on opioids.
The panel will also discuss issues surrounding the trafficking of opioids in West
Tennessee. The speakers are:
• Dr. Shawn Hamm, associate professor
and physician in the Center for Addiction
Science at UTHSC

• Dr. Drew Blackstock, a board-certified
family medicine physician and an addiction medicine fellow at UTHSC
• Jack Wyatt, executive director of the
Memphis Area Prevention Coalition
• Joseph Griffith, special assistant U.S.
attorney
According to the Tennessee Department of Health, 1,631 Tennesseans died
from drug overdoses in 2016, the highest
annual number in state history.
The Center for Addiction Science at
UTHSC was launched to combat the addiction epidemic in Tennessee. The center
was named the first Center of Excellence in
Addiction Medicine in the country by The
Addiction Medicine Foundation in 2016.
Registration is requested by April 17.
For more information or to register, email
yashica.moody@uthsc.edu or call the
UTHSC Center for Addiction Science at
901-866-8630.

phis Hilton Hotel on June 24; cocktail
reception begins at 5:30 p.m., followed by
dinner and the award presentation at 6:30
p.m. A live auction and silent auction will
be part of the evening, with 100 percent of
the proceeds going to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.
Previous Distinguished Citizen Award
winners include St. Jude founder Danny
Thomas, FedEx founder Fred Smith,
AutoZone founder Pitt Hyde, and sports
legends such as Paul “Bear” Bryant, Lou
Holtz, Tony Dungy and Archie Manning.
Individual seats for the dinner are
$100 and a table of 10 may be purchased
for $1,000. To make a reservation, call the
AutoZone Liberty Bowl at 901-795-7700.

– Daily News staff

National Housing Corp. of Memphis
has purchased a 226,848-square-foot office
building in Downtown Memphis, according to a March 30 warranty deed filed with
the Shelby County Register.
Robert Goldman, president of National
Housing Corp., purchased the building
from First Horizon, doing business as First
Tennessee Bank National Association, for
$1.1 million.
Built in 1971, the Class B office building
was appraised for $2.1 million in 2017 by
the Shelby County Property Assessor.

AutoZone Liberty Bowl
To Honor Priscilla Presley
The annual Distinguished Citizen
Award given out by the AutoZone Liberty
Bowl will this year go to Priscilla Presley in
ceremonies on Sunday, June 24.
Presley, who is an entrepreneur and
philanthropist as well as an actress, author
and producer, also was a driving force
behind opening Graceland to the public.
She will receive the award at the Mem-

– Don Wade

Downtown Office Building
Sells for $1.1 Million

– Patrick Lantrip

Support and Training for Exceptional Parents (STEP, Inc.) and the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign are offering a FREE training to educate and empower parents of
children with disabilities about legislative advocacy. Also, participants will: Complete a
focus group to share concerns about special education legislation; Complete three surveys
to document the training’s effectiveness; and Be videotaped (less than three minutes) to
share concerns about special education legislation. Participation is voluntary; responses are
conﬁdential.
To participate, complete the registration and survey at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DisabilityAdvocacy

After completing the survey, you will be notiﬁed of your training date.
Dates: May 19, 2018 or September 8, 2018
Location: Bartlett United Methodist Church 5676 Stage Road, Bartlett
Time: Registration: 8-8:30am; Training: 9am-3pm
Participants will receive a $10 giftcard: after the training and after the follow-up survey. If you have
questions, contact: Meghan Burke, meghanbm@illinois.edu; 217-300-1226. STEP’s role is to provide
information to families about their rights and responsibilities under IDEA and a process for their voice to
be heard on issues they are concerned about. STEP does not provide legal services and will not encourage
families to lobby for or against any speciﬁc aspect of IDEA. This training is for informational purposes only.
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Consultants mapping a reconstruction
of the city’s bus system are suggesting $30
million more a year in annual city funding for
the system and a shift of bus service so that 70
percent of the routes have a higher frequency,
reducing wait times during peak hours on
major north-south and east-west corridors.
The consultants working for the city
as part of the larger Memphis 3.0 plan for
the next 20 years presented its draft report
Tuesday, April 10, to Memphis City Council
members.
The recommendation would flip the
balance of service so that higher frequency
routes would become the majority of bus
service.
The current mix of bus service by the
Memphis Area Transit Authority is 60 percent “coverage” – less frequent service that
provides basic bus access to all areas – and 40
percent is “ridership” – a higher frequency of
trips on major thoroughfares.
“We should balance it at 70 percent ridership, 30 percent coverage with an additional
investment of about $30 million a year in the
system,” said Scudder Wagg, a consultant
with Jarrett Walker + Associates of Portland,
Oregon, at a taping of the WKNO/Channel
10 program “Behind The Headlines” that
airs Friday at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
“Today, the closest thing you have to
frequent service are the trolley routes and the
Poplar (Avenue) route. Everything else runs
only every 30 minutes or every 60 minutes,”
he said.
The transition would take about three to
four years to implement and feature “at least
four high-frequency routes that cover large
parts of the city and increase job access for
the average person by almost 40 percent,”
Wagg said.
Those five routes, along with the exist-

ing Poplar route, would be Union Avenue,
Airways-Cooper, Elvis Presley, Watkins and
Cleveland, and Lamar Avenue.
The draft does not identify where the
additional $30 million would come from.
MATA receives a mix of city, state and federal
funding.
“The new dollars go to ridership,” said
Suzanne Carlson of Innovate Memphis who
is part of the Memphis 3.0 planning team.
Carlson said the $30 million would be
both capital and annual operating funding.
“In the beginning, it would be more capital to buy more buses, make some improvements on the streets where we are going to
have a lot of buses, better shelters, and then as
we go forward, more on operating,” she said.
In putting together the draft plan, the
consultants got some public input into how
much Memphians might be willing to pay at
the fare box for such a mix of service.
“Five to eight dollars was sort of the average people said they would be willing to pay
per month, per household, for better transit
service,” Carlson said. “We’re asking the same
question again.”
The draft plan can be found at www.
memphis3point0.com/transit and includes
a survey.
Memphis 3.0 is the master plan for the
next 20 years of overall development across
the city started by Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland, who wants to roll out the plan starting
in 2019 as the city marks its bicentennial.
“We started from a completely blank
map,” Wagg said. “We want to be sure that
anyone who is near a stop today will still be
near a stop in the future – within a half mile,
a quarter mile. It doesn’t mean that stop will
be in the same place or the route will be in
the same place or the route will take you the
exact same route. We intentionally designed
it so that everyone who is near service today is still near service with the redesigned
service. Most people are near much better
service.”
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Church Health Grows Robust
Nutrition Services at Crosstown
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

Health care patients often need as
much care and coaching on their nutrition, fitness, or mental health as they may
need in dealing with a chronic disease or
injury.
Church Health integrates all of those
things into its model of care and now
trains medical students, residents and
practitioners in culinary medicine.
“We want people to begin to see food
as medicine, not just as something that
you treat yourself with, or you abuse, or
you don’t really think about,” said Sharon
Moore, Church Health manager of nutritional and wellness education. “We want
people to think about what they need to
put in their bodies that is going to make
them healthier and happier.”
Now that Church Health is in Crosstown Concourse, it has a much more
visible operation, so the opportunities
for community classes and training are
much greater.
“With the move to Crosstown (last
summer), we knew that we wanted to have
a larger footprint in our community as far
as nutrition is concerned,” Moore said.
“One of the overall aims for the nutrition
center at Crosstown is to provide nutrition education, particularly the culinary
medicine curriculum, which is based on
a Mediterranean diet and has more than
30 years of evidence-based research to
back it up.”
Strong evidence supports the fact that
a Mediterranean diet is good for most
health conditions, including diabetes,

“

We want people to know
that you don't have to spend
a lot of money to eat a
healthy meal.”
–Carolyn Nichols,

Nutrition education coordinator,
Church Health

hypertension and obesity – three afflictions that impact many people in the MidSouth. The diet includes healthy options
like using fresh herbs, nuts, grains, beans
and legumes, olive oil instead of butter or
Crisco, and even chopped mushrooms in
place of ground beef.
Affordability is a key factor for many
patients considering Church Health serves
primarily the underserved, low-income
patients.
The Mediterranean diet contains a lot

Anita Albonetti, in Tigers cap, and Carolyn Meton, right, prep food for a chili recipe in the Church Health Teaching Kitchen. The
kitchen holds community cooking classes that are free and open to the public. The classes teach participants how to make
food that is both nutritious and delicious. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

of vegetables, so for those where buying
fresh is not an option because they can
only get transportation to the grocery store
once per month, buying flash-frozen veggies are an inexpensive option.
“We want people to know that you
don’t have to spend a lot of money to eat
a healthy meal,” said Carolyn Nichols,
Church Health nutrition education coordinator.
Different culinary medicine curriculum tracks at Crosstown are geared
toward medical students, community
residents and health care providers like
doctors, dentists, physical therapists and
pharmacists.
Health coaches are embedded into
Church Health’s integrated model of care.
“That way they can walk through it
with patients, and over a period of time
counseling them and working with them,
getting them into diabetes education, getting them into cooking classes, working
with them on medication management,
their nutrition, exercise and stress management,” Moore said. “Sometimes that
leads the health coach to send them to
behavioral health so that they can get to
the point of managing their own health.”
In addition to Church Health patients,
anyone from the community can sign
up for the free six-week culinary classes,
which creates a rich socioeconomic mix of
participants getting to know each other.
“Another aim of ours is to be one of

the players in the nutrition conversation
for our community about food justice,
accessibility and affordability; supporting
entrepreneurs in our community who are
committed to fresh, local, healthy foods,”
Moore said. “We want to be a support for
them, a place where they can come figure
out their recipes, figure out how they’re
going to go from a little entity, maybe at
a Farmer’s Market, to taking it to the next
step.”
Important topics for Church Health
include how to get healthier foods into
local schools and into community and
congregation meals at churches.
Groups are able to reserve space for
meetings and events, and chefs and food
entrepreneurs can rent out space in the
commercial kitchen. A teaching kitchen
includes six stations or islands and a large
chef station.
“The teaching kitchen is a very unique
space in that we don’t have a lot of space
around Memphis that is set up to have
multiple people cooking at a time in a
comfortable space,” said Melissa Peterson, operations manager for the commissary kitchen, teaching kitchen and
dining room. “We have electric stoves, a
lot of counter space, and equipment that
is comfortable to a home cook.”
Peterson also helps entrepreneurs and
chefs by walking them through the permit
process, hooking them up with food distributors, and giving them a space to show

off their skills to potential investors.
“If there are new food entrepreneurs,
specifically those who want to do healthy
things, like a food truck or package food
business, we’re here to help them start out
and then move on to their own space,”
Peterson said.
Church Health is also baking healthy
whole heart bread, with no preservatives
and all whole grain, that is sold in Crosstown’s Curb Market. A bakery subscription program for employees could be
introduced soon.
On the first Friday of every month,
Church Health offers the Art of Dinner,
an upscale meal and cooking class led by
chefs from L’Ecole Culinaire. Cost is $65
per person, and patrons can bring their
own beer or wine.
Snack Attack classes on Monday nights
are for kids.
“We also do other events, including
working with Tiger Life, a group of highfunctioning people with special needs
who come here each week to learn how
to cook healthier items,” Nichols said. “A
goal of our classes is to teach people how
you can cook healthier meals in less than
an hour.”
Recent classes have shown how to trim
calories off spaghetti, jambalaya and taco
recipes.
“The way we reach more people is having lots of people thinking about cooking
and cooking healthier,” Peterson said.
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March Recalls '68 Loeb Confrontation

Rev. James Lawson examines the centerpiece of I Am A Man Plaza that includes in
its base his words in 1968 about the importance of the sanitation workers’ strike.

(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Rev. James Lawson, the architect of
nonviolent resistance who counseled Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. on it, walked in a
circle last week around the new I Am A
Man bronze and stainless steel sculpture.
As he walked with his head down, still
and video photographers scrambled for the
best angle to capture the seminal strategist
of the civil rights era, seemingly deep in
thought.
Once Lawson left and the ring of photographers moved with him, the object of
his attention became clearer. The round
base of the sculpture is outlined with words
Lawson said during the 1968 sanitation
workers’ strike while he was pastor of Centenary United Methodist Church.
“The heart of racism is that a man is not
a man, a person is not a person,” Lawson
said then.
At St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral Saturday, at the end of a busy week in Memphis, Lawson described the week of commemorations he participated in as “a very
rigorous but also exhilarating experience.”
He and Rev. James Netters and Rev.
Nicholas Vieron were part of the “Cathedral to City Hall” march commemorating
a face-to-face meeting in 1968 between
Mayor Henry Loeb and black and white
religious leaders who had staged their own
protest march to City Hall.
Lawson said at St. Mary’s what he said
in several other places in the city during
the week – that he rejects the term “civil
rights movement” to describe what King
was about or what happened during the
strike of 1968. The term is “political” he
insisted – too narrow.
He says the slogan “I Am A Man” on the

signs of the strikers is “the heart of what we
tried to do here 50 years ago.”
Lawson also talked of an economic
system “we have never transformed” and
about a new generation pursuing those
kinds of changes.
At the end of Saturday’s march, it was a
new generation of activists who challenged
Mayor Jim Strickland on the arrest of a
journalist in protests earlier in the week
who has since been taken into custody by
federal immigration agents.
Charles McKinney, chairman of the
Rhodes College department of Africana
studies and the co-author of “An Unseen
Light: Black Struggles for Freedom In
Memphis” with fellow Rhodes professor
Aram Goudsouzian, says activism comes
in varying intensities.
“I think some folks moderate and some
folks don’t. I think it’s a win-win,” he said
last month after a speech at LeMoyneOwen College. “There is a place for racial
moderates. There is a place for political
moderates. But sometimes there’s a place
for activists and folks who are labeled extremists even though they are really actually not all that extreme.”
“I think enlightened moderates understand the need for people outside of the
mainstream pushing them in a particular
direction. I think enlightened moderates
understand the necessity of that dynamic,”
McKinney said.
Vieron was one of the 150 religious
leaders who marched two-by-two down
the sidewalk, west on Poplar Avenue to
Main Street and into City Hall to deliver
a resolution to Loeb approved by a larger
group of 300 that met at St. Mary’s earlier
that day.
At the parish hall at St. Mary’s the
day after King’s assassination in 1968, it
was Vieron who took it upon himself to

apologize to black religious leaders in the
biracial group.
“I want to kneel beside my black brother,” he said, according to “At The River I
Stand,” by Joan Turner Beifuss. “And ask
forgiveness and I want to walk hand-inhand with you.”
He said it to Rev. James Jordan of First
Baptist Church on Beale, who helped
Vieron up.
“I still get emotional about it,” Vieron
told those at St. Mary’s Saturday of Jordan’s act of forgiveness. “Old people do,
you know.”
The act and the journey to City Hall
where Rabbi James Wax read the statement
and challenged Loeb was part of the worship service with readings from the Bible,
the Qur’an and “At The River I Stand,” the
definitive history of the strike.
“We come here with a great of sadness
and frankly also with a great deal of anger,”
the reading of Wax’s statement began in the
cathedral. “There are laws greater than the
laws of Memphis and Tennessee and these
are the laws of God.”
Calvary Episcopal Church rector Rev.
Scott Walters said the mix of sources secular and religious in the liturgy is a part of
the church’s tradition. The church also has
a feast day honoring the “Martyrs of Memphis,” those who stayed in the city during
the worst of the Yellow Fever epidemics
in 1878 and died in the fever themselves
– many of them nuns and priests at St.
Mary’s.
Walters commented after the church,
and Rhodes College, unveiled a plaque
last week noting the slave market that once
stood on what is now a parking lot next to
the church.
Before the plaque was unveiled, the
names of 72 slaves, found in bills of sale
and other records, were read aloud as the
church bell tolled.
Walters said later he considers them to
be patron saints.
“We honor them today, but in our tradition there’s also the tradition of there are
individuals whose lives and stories and sufferings actually expand our vision of what
it means to be human,” he said.
For Vieron, the retired pastor of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, 1968
and his seeking forgiveness isn’t liturgy.
It’s his life.
“I got a lot of flak for that,” he recalled
as he talked of parishioners who would talk
about him being “for the blacks” when they
couldn’t find him.
“That’s wasn’t true,” he said of the
memory. “I took care of the congregation,”
Vieron said. He said his duty was broader
than the immediate needs of those in
the congregation. And their needs were
broader than perhaps some of them knew.
The religious leaders were united, but
many had different journeys to the conclusions that they needed to be more vocal.
Jordan, who died in 2007, had earlier
urged leaders of the strike and the move-

ment that grew up around it to call off
King’s appearances because of a nightmare
he had – what he believed was a premonition – about King’s death.
Vieron said there were differing views
among the ministers and clerics about
Loeb.
“He was a friend for many on the other
side,” Vieron said of Loeb, mentioning
St. John United Methodist Pastor Frank
McRae, who was among the ministers who
marched to City Hall that day despite his
friendship with Loeb.
“We stood on opposite sides of an issue that was very grave,” Vieron said of the
group’s relationship to Loeb.
Netters, pastor emeritus of Mount
Vernon Baptist Church, was one of three
African-Americans on the 13-member
city council that took office just six weeks
before the strike began. Netters recalled
protest march led by King in March 1968
that ended with police wading into the
line of marchers as others not in the march
began breaking windows of nearby businesses that were looted.
Netters was maced by police and fell
to the ground. He recalled police beating
him and two men trying to intervene after
they recognized Netters as a city council
member. Netters said the officers told the
men they didn’t care, but let them help him
away to Front Street.
Netters also said council members
meeting secretly on April 4 had the nine
votes necessary to approve a settlement
of the strike and override any veto by Loeb
when the word came of King’s assassination.
“They killed my man,” Netters remembered himself saying several times
as his first reaction. Fifty years later, Netters also remembered that two of the nine
council members who had supported the
council’s strike settlement minutes earlier
abandoned the plan after learning of the
assassination. He said the two unidentified
council members feared their constituents
would see it as a reaction to King’s death.
“You know what happened after that,”
he said.
It was a simple route in 1968 from
Clayborn Temple to City Hall. But the
march itself was anything but easy – a
police force that was hostile and violent,
reprisals against those in the march and
their relatives, people joining marches in
the wake of black power with different
thoughts on nonviolence as a tactic for social change. And there were the legitimate
fears and paranoia about informers who
could be those advocating for the most
drastic action.
Clayborn Temple itself was out of circulation for almost 20 years.
The Lorraine Motel became another
destination – its cinderblock walls on the
Mulberry Street side next to a swimming
pool and a curb cut from the Butler Street
side into the courtyard – another vanished
Memphis streetscape.
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Republicans Pare Tennessee Senate
Primary, Pushing Blackburn Forward
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The race for the U.S. Senate seat in
Tennessee got much closer to becoming
the two-candidate contest Democratic
and Republican leaders have already
decided it is.
The Tennessee Republican Party’s
executive committee, meeting in Nashville
Saturday, pared the field of 10 contenders
who filed by the April 5 deadline for the
August primary to three. Seven contenders
were dropped from the primary ballot by
the party’s leadership for not being “bona
fide” Republicans based on their recent
voting record.
The public record doesn’t show who
someone voted for ,but it does show which
primary they voted in.
The seven candidates dropped from
the Republican primary were David Anderson, Rashard Lamar Coker, Larry Crim,
Tommy Hay, Theresa Honeycutt, J. Darrell
Lynn and Rolando Toyos.
That leaves U.S. Rep. Marsha Blackburn of Brentwood, Jim Elkins of Chattanooga and Aaron L. Pettigrew of Murfreesboro.
Blackburn is heavily favored in the
August primary.
On the Democratic side, former Tennessee Gov. Phil Bredesen has said he is
already running a general election campaign despite the presence of Gary Davis of
Nashville and John Wolfe of Chattanooga
in the August Democratic primary.
“One of the things that made this
practical for me to do was having a team
around that had been part of the campaign
in 2002 and 2006 and the administration,”
Bredesen said in Memphis last week of his
two successful campaigns for governor.
“You can start building around that.”
After Memphis, he was in Columbia
for its annual Mule Day festivities. Mule
Day is a tradition of the race for Tennes-

see governor.
“I’ll be at Mule Day,” Bredesen said
as he talked about the differences in running for governor and the Senate. “It’s
different in that the issues tend to be a
little different. It’s obviously more about
the national issues. … The fundraising is a
little more intense. Part of that is just that
campaigns get more expensive every year.
There’s more involved in 2018 than there
was in 2002.”
He sees the electorate’s view of the
Democratic Party as changed.
“People are definitely not looking to
the Democratic Party to solve their problems the way they were 15 or 20 years ago,”
Bredesen said. “Some of them were for me
then. Some of them weren’t for me. They
haven’t changed. It’s just their notion of
who’s going to be the one who stands up
for them has maybe changed.”
Blackburn has allied herself closely
with President Donald Trump in her
campaign, insisting that the 2018 midterm
elections are arguably as important to her
brand of conservatism as Trump’s election
was in 2016.
But Bredesen has said he won’t be
running against Trump. His television ads
show him saying he will work with Trump
if he thinks Trump has a good idea and he
won’t if he doesn’t.
Bredesen said it reflects his political
history and a change in the Democratic
base since his time as governor.
“It’s clear that the national Democratic
Party is not a brand that is attractive in
Tennessee right now, just to be honest
with you,” he said. “That’s worked OK
for me because while I’m a Democrat
obviously, in my time in the office there
were almost uncountable times where I
went contrary to the national Democratic
mantra. People see me as a person who is
independent minded.”
The Democratic National Committee
will put a lot of money, as will the Republican National Committee, into Tennes-

MARSHA BLACKBURN

PHIL BREDESEN

see with more money from other sources
going directly to the Tennessee Senate
contest that could determine whether Republicans retain their narrow majority or
the Senate goes to a Democratic majority.
“We’re investing to build that infrastructure,” Democratic National Committee chairman Tom Perez said of DNC
money that goes to the Tennessee Democratic Party and not Bredesen’s campaign.
“Zero percent of our money goes into television. It’s all about building infrastructure
so that candidates up and down the ballot
can win.”
The races for governor and Senate are
expected to drive voter turnout, which
leaders of both parties hope translates to
votes for their nominees in other state and
local races.
“Not everyone’s going to win, but
everyone is going to compete hard,”
Perez said. “That’s going to drive up voter
turnout.”
Perez said he isn’t concerned by
Bredesen’s decision to avoid anti-Trump
rhetoric, even as he and other Democrats

play up Blackburn’s ties to Trump.
“We understand that candidates know
their jurisdictions best. And we don’t
simply talk about what we abhor about
Donald Trump,” Perez said during a visit
to Memphis last week. “We talk about what
we’re for.”
He also talked of “far right Republican
leaders” in the Tennessee Legislature who
he says undid Bredesen’s work on health
care as governor.
Bredesen was an early and vocal critic
of the Obama administration’s Affordable Care Act. He also trimmed the rolls
of TennCare, the state’s version of Medicaid, during his tenure as governor in a
move that was controversial among the
Democratic base.
Nashville Mayor Karl Dean, who is
running in the Democratic primary for
governor on the August ballot, has been
vocal in calling the Republican-led Legislature’s decision not to pass Republican
Gov. Bill Haslam’s Medicaid expansion
proposal its worst mistake, and one they
should pay for with voters.

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: City of Memphis
dedicates I Am a Man Plaza Thursday. Page 4

is, an

One Memph Page 6
NCEMENTS:
s Sunday.
ion, happen
EVENTS & ANNOU

l in
open termina 6
affiliate to
ywide. Page
Dot Foods
DAILY DIGEST:is, raise driver pay compan
West Memph

Amazon files

ER
MEMPHIS WEATH
HIGH 65
LOW 37

70

Rack–50¢

www.chandlerreports.com

6, 2018

s
ls, Memorie
With Appea
vances Come

MLK50

BILL DRIES

bdries@memphisdailynews.com
DEVELOPMENT

Universal Life
Insurance Building
Reopens With New
Economic Focus

MLK50

Don’t wait a week for the
news you need to succeed.

The Daily News delivers Memphis
business news every business day.

S
IS REDBIRD

d
Redbirds Stacke
in ‘18
With Talent moving

MEMPH

will be a
will
The roster
the Redbirds
talent.
target, but
again with
will
be stacked
overall success
The team’s
how the players
depend on
es day to day.
handle themselv
BOX

way,
Under Harda Has
Memphis Again
s
Hometown Heroe

PAGE 3
SEE VOLS

On
Who Startsse?
Vols Defene Vols are going

The Tennesseseason thin
into the 2018cks, says sports
on cornerba Dave Link, who
correspondent
lineup.
defensive
details the

PAGE 4
ASIS

o
Bouki Fait Gomb
Conaway

MEMPH

Dan
n is
Columnist
one plantatio
shares how from the slaves’
telling history
point of view.

PAGE 7
RAYS OF

WISDOM

or Not
To Refinance
To Refinance?
Brandon share

Ray and Dana ations to help
some considerdecide whether
homeowners
refinance.
it’s time to

PAGE 8

Subscribe today

901.523.1561

PATRICK

season will
says the 2018-19
works.
Robert Moody
experimental
music director with popular and
Orchestra
familiar classics
Symphony
Memphis a lineup that blends
other, with

be unlike any

(MSO)

Box
Outside the
T

lynews.com
memphisdai
ailyNews
/MemphisD
facebook.com
aily
Twitter @memphisd
ews
@memdailyn
Instagram

ailynews.c

om

Daily News

Publishing

Company

• Memphis,

Tennessee

• Established

A PLACE TO BE HEARD

Rack–50¢ / Delivery–39¢

Shelby County Mayor Mark
Luttrell reacts to the County
Commission approving a
moratorium on government
contracts through August
when its elected term ends.

commitment to nonviolent change.
“We should all be excited because there is activity in this nation,” said Martin Luther King III.
“Even though we go around the
world promoting democracy – we
purport to at least. But yet at home

Ontario-

Runway’ pilot

ANDY MEEK

Gabrielle Crawford, left, rehearses a play with
her friend Corianna Morris, center, along with other
at AngelStreet in North Memphis.
students
(Daily News/Houston Cofield)

NONPROFIT SECTOR

DON WADE

dwade@memphisdailynews.com

On a recent weekday afternoon at AngelStreet
in North Memphis, dozens of girls age 8-18 are
practicing a song, “We Are the World.” Their voices seem to blend together naturally. It takes but
a
few seconds to hear the talent that’s in the room.
But AngelStreet’s assistant music coordinator,
Angela Hyde, wants more from them.
“Remember, you’re using those facial muscles,”

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

she says. “Breathe in and out … OK, that’s better.”
All across Memphis, there are community
centers with basketball courts that provide
an
opportunity for youth – often male youth –
to
express themselves through sports. But artistic
opportunities for girls tend to be fewer and farther between.
“Most of these areas, what do they have? Gymnasiums,” said AngelStreet founder and executive

Eight years after the enactment of the Affordable Care Act,
health care can still spark contentious debates around the country,
though there are nevertheless a
few things people can agree on.
Costs keep going up. Insurers have continued to pull out of
the individual ACA marketplace,
leaving that market segment volatile and uncertain. And there’s
still no widespread consensus
on how to plug the gaps that still
exist in the country’s health care
system.
The cover story in this weekend’s edition of The Memphis
News, sister publication of The
Daily News, will include a conversation with a few thought leaders
about how the health care system
is nowhere near a settled place
and will continue to change. That
is thanks in no small part to President Trump and federal lawmakers now resetting things almost
a decade after the birth of ACA
regulations.
The weekly cover story also
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before his assassination – the
“mountaintop” speech – listened
quietly to the word from a stormy
night in 1968.
Half a century later, two of
King’s children told those in the
sanctuary from the same pulpit
that the times again demand a
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The bright and multicolored
lights at Mason Temple Church
of God In Christ gave way for a
few minutes Tuesday, April 3, to
a single white spotlight on the

empty pulpit of the South Memphis church and a recording of part
of the speech Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. delivered from the pulpit
50 years ago Tuesday.
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With the estimate
last month
of an $18 million
to $25 million
county budget
surplus for the
fiscal year that ends
June 30, taxes
are about to become
an even bigger issue in the
Republican primary for Shelby
County mayor.
County chief
administr ative officer Harvey
Kennedy last
month announced
the surplus in
revenues which
he attributed
to
better collections
of county property taxes and
fewer
reappraisa l values. appeals of
The surplus follows
the reappraisal of taxable
property by the
Shelby County
Assessor’s office
in 2017 and the
resetting of the
county property
tax rate to take
into account that
reappraisa l.
By state law,
after the reappraisal, which
is every four years
in Shelby County,
the property
tax rate is to
be reset to create
the same amount
of
previous county revenue the
property tax
rate generated.
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real estate recap

Plans for South Main Arrive Hotel Finally Arrive
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

477 S. MAIN ST.
MEMPHIS, TN 38103
APPLICATION DATE: April 10
OWNER: South Main Hotel LLC
TENANT: Arrive Hotel
DETAILS: The developers of a 62-room
Arrive Hotel planned for the former
Memphis College of Art graduate school
at 477 S. Main St. are seeking approval
from the Center City Revenue Finance
Corp. for a change of ownership and
timeline extension.
The original development team, Wessman Holdings LLC, purchased the
property in late 2016, with principal
John Wessman saying at the time that
the California-based company was
attracted to Downtown because of the
growth of boutique hotels and abundance of vacant buildings.
In February 2017, Wessman’s team filed
the first building permit and the CCRFC
awarded the project a 15-year paymentin-lieu-of-taxes incentive.
But two days after the PILOT was

approved, Riverside County District
Attorney’s Office in California filed a
criminal complaint against Wessman in
a public corruption case that included
former Palm Springs, California, Mayor
Stephen Pougnet.
Now, after more than a year of silence,
the project appears to be moving forward without Wessman.
In a March 30 letter of intent filed with
the CCRFC, attorney Chad Wilgenbusch
of Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell
& Berkowitz PC stated the developers “determined that it was in the best
interest of the project to restructure the
corporate existence of the project.”
Under the new structure, the initial
applicant of the project, 477 Memphis
Hotel LLC, will be replaced by South
Main Hotel LLC, and the project will be
led directly by its manager, Los Angelesbased Arrive Hotels & Restaurants.
335 STILES DRIVE
MEMPHIS, TN 38127
PERMIT AMOUNT: $12.8 million
PROJECT COST: $9.6 million
APPLICATION DATE: March 2018

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the
region with local journalists, business executives, community
leaders, and politicians, as well as journalists analyzing the major
stories from the Memphis area.

Suzanne Carlson, transportation and mobility project
manager for Innovate Memphis; Glenn Gadbois, program
manager for MMDC; and Scudder Wagg, senior associate
for Jarrett Walker + Associates discuss the beginnings
of a new vision for transportation in Memphis with Bill
Dries, senior reporter for the Memphis Daily News,
and host Eric Barnes.

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Channel 10

Map data ©2018 Google

Arrive Hotel

OWNER/TENANT: Peroxychem LLC
CONTRACTOR: O’Brien & Gere Inc.
DETAILS: PeroxyChem is continuing
work on the chemical production facility it is building at 335 Stiles Drive, near
the M.C. Stiles Wastewater Treatment
Plant in Memphis.
The Philadelphia-based chemical manufacturer has filed a $12.8 million building permit application with the Office
of Construction Code Enforcement that
calls for “construction of a chemical
blending facility with a control building
and tank farm and piping.”
PeroxyChem’s new plant will make peracetic acid, a disinfectant that has been
used in the food industry for more than
30 years and is now being used in water
treatment applications. In this case, it
will be used to treat wastewater at the
Stiles plant as part of a new disinfection
process.
The Economic Development Growth
Engine for Memphis and Shelby
County (EDGE) awarded PeroxyChem
a seven-year payment-in-lieu-of-taxes
incentive in November for the nearly
109,000-square-foot facility. In its
PILOT application, the company said
it planned to invest $9.6 million in the
new facility and create 15 jobs with an
average salary of $76,566, including
benefits.
The Stiles plant sits on more than 100
acres of city-owned land where the Mississippi and Wolf rivers meet. PeroxyChem is leasing an unused portion of
that property from the city.
5100 POPLAR AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38137
LEASE AMOUNT: 6,479 square feet
TENANT: New Horizons Computer
Learning Center
LANDLORD: In-Rel Properties
LANDLORD’S AGENT: Ron Riley, Collier International
DETAILS: IT training company New
Horizons Computer Learning Center
has signed a deal to occupy 6,479 square

feet of office space on the second floor
of In-Rel Properties’ Clark Tower.
With more than 300 locations in 70
countries, New Horizons Computer
Learning Center has provided independent IT training to more than 30 million
students and companies.
The Memphis franchise is owned by
Austin, Texas-based 5 Point Enterprises
LLC, the company’s largest franchise
ownership group, with 34 franchise
locations in the Midwest and southeastern U.S.
“Securing New Horizons Computer
Learning Center is a testament to the
improvements made to the building
and its location,” said Ron Riley, senior
vice president of Office Leasing at Colliers International Asset Services.
3292 E. HOLMES ROAD
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
PERMIT AMOUNT: $8.7 million
PROJECT COST: $72 million
APPLICATION DATE: April 4
OWNER: IDI Gazeley
TENANT: Amazon
CONTRACTOR: Intelligrated Services
LLC
DETAILS: Amazon has filed an $8.7
million building permit application for
its impending distribution center in
southeast Memphis.
The permit to install a metal conveyor
and material handling equipment was
filed with the Office of Construction
Code Enforcement on April 4.
Intelligrated Services LLC was listed as
the contractor on the application.
In October 2017, Amazon confirmed it was planning a $72 million,
615,440-square-foot receive center in
Memphis that would employ 600 workers. The facility will collect and repackage products for distribution to fulfillment centers across the country.
Later that month, the online retailer
was awarded a 15-year payment-in-lieuof-taxes incentive by EDGE to establish
the receive center.
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Mortgage Volume Rises 2 Percent In
March on Fewer Loans, Higher Sums
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

When Financial Federal executive vice president John Loebel looks at the local mortgage
market, he has a straightforward
assessment: If you want to buy a
home, buy it now.
“The mortgage rate trend is
up, period,” he said. “With the
Federal Reserve’s consistent raising of rates to control inflation, we
foresee this will only continue. We
wouldn’t be surprised if rates hit 5
percent next quarter. Due to these
variables, we’re experiencing such
a seller’s market. Countless buyers are bidding on every single
home, decreasing the timeframe
for negotiations and even appraisals.”
New figures out from real estate information company Chandler Reports, chandlerreports.
com, put some context behind
those sentiments.

Among the trends the Chandler Reports numbers show is a
2 percent increase in purchase
mortgage volume in Shelby County to close out the final month
of the first quarter of 2018. That
percentage gain reflected a bump
up in volume from $162.2 million
in March 2017 to almost $165 million last month.
Look a little deeper at the
numbers, though, and what becomes apparent is that lenders
here have been making fewer
individual mortgages but the
amount of those mortgages is going up. Fewer mortgages issued in
March, in other words, but people
are paying more for them.
The number of mortgages themselves dropped from
946 in March 2017 to 876 last
month, but the average dollar
amount climbed from $171,527
to $188,350 over that same span.
“We’ve seen an increase in
loan applications and purchase
transactions during the first quar-

ter of 2018, up from 2017,” says
Tamara Saulsberry, mortgage
loan officer in Memphis for Simmons Bank. “Consumers are
buying now, as rates are starting
to rise and are projected to continue. The Tennessee Housing
Development Agency down payment assistance program has also
played a big part in our purchase
business so far in 2018.
“Inventory is low, which is
driving up home values. As a
result, new construction has
increased. While refinance transactions have decreased year over
year, it’s still a good time to refi
to lower your term or consolidate
debt.”
Looking ahead, Simmons –
which has one branch location in
Memphis and one in Collierville
– is expecting mortgage volume
in 2018 to be very near the $12
million it booked in 2017.
MARCH 2018, AT A GLANCE
• Purchase mortgage volume:

$165 million (compared to $162.2
million for March 2017)
• Number of mortgages: 876
(compared to 946 for March 2017)
• Avg. mortgage amount:
$188,350 (compared to $171,527
for 2018)
YEAR TO DATE
Meanwhile, the mortgage
market in Shelby County is doing
a little better, performance-wise,
compared to how things looked at
this same point in 2017.
Through the end of March
2017, for example, the year at that
point had seen a little more than
$379.5 million in purchase mortgage activity. Over the same three
months in 2018, that number is
already up to $411.5 million.
The number of mortgages
didn’t really change – from 2,244
to 2,256 over those two year-todate periods, in keeping with
March’s trend that the number
of mortgages isn’t going up while
the price of them is. Lenders also

Top March Lenders
By Mortgage Volume
PINNACLE FINANCIAL PARTNERS
March 2018: $12.2 million
March 2017: $10 million

COMMUNITY MORTGAGE
March 2018: $11.6 million
March 2017: $12.6 million

IBERIABANK
March 2018: $10.5 million
March 2017: $10.4 million
Source: Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com

are contributing to a rise in the
average dollar amount of those
mortgages. That number grew
from $169,103 to $182,402 over
the two March periods.
Chandler Reports is a division
of The Daily News Publishing Co.

POLITICS

Herenton Acknowledges New Generation
Of Activists, Criticism in His Mayoral Bid
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Eight years and counting since he
resigned as mayor of Memphis, Willie
Herenton says he has heard the discussions
about the city’s economic stagnation when
it comes to growing black prosperity and
wealth. Especially the part about how that
remains the case despite having “black
leadership.”
Herenton told an audience at LeMoyne-Owen College Thursday, April 5, that
he is aware that means him – elected mayor
five times – the longest serving mayor in the
nearly 200-year history of Memphis.
Yet, Herenton told those attending the
MLK50 program that he intends to run for
mayor again in the 2019 city elections.
“None of us are proud of the fact that
the Memphis metropolitan area … is designated as having the highest poverty rate,”

he said of the criticism. “Even today with whom Herenton would challenge in 1991.
“We have some plans and I’m not
black leadership, the challenges we face,
they are very deep. Generational poverty speaking disparagingly of the present
… we have some social problems here that leadership – not at all,” Herenton said of
current Mayor Jim Strickland, who intends
are long term.”
to run for a second term in
Herenton said he wants
2019. “I’m simply saying
to return to offer leadership
where we are today … and
to “a young, emerging group”
the plight of the young is goof leaders.
ing to require a very different
“I’m going back to City
kind of leader.”
Hall,” said Herenton, who
Herenton spoke at Strickserved from January 1992 unland’s New Year’s Day prayer
til he retired during his fifth
breakfast in 2017 a year into
term on July 31, 2009.
Strickland’s term. He was
Herenton’s historic run
also critical of A C Wharton,
as mayor started after he
who won the 2009 special
called for a consensus black
election triggered by Hercandidate at a late 1980s obWILLIE HERENTON
enton’s resignation and a
servance at Clayborn Temple
full term of office in 2011. As
commemorating the sanitation workers strike and the assassination of Strickland challenged Wharton in 2015,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. That observance Herenton didn’t publicly back either conincluded Memphis Mayor Dick Hackett, tender, but indicated after the election that

he favored Strickland over Wharton.
After leaving the mayor’s office, Herenton toyed briefly with running in the
2009 special election that his resignation
triggered – even pulling a qualifying petition which he never filed. Instead, he ran in
the Democratic primary for the U.S. House,
unsuccessfully challenging incumbent
Democrat Steve Cohen. He has also been
involved in new charter schools and has
been advocating for a charter school for
juvenile offenders in Shelby County.
Since he last ran for mayor in 2007, the
city charter has been amended by referendum, setting a limit of no more than two
consecutive terms of office for Memphis
City Council members and the mayor. That
wouldn’t apply to Herenton since he hasn’t
been mayor for eight years.
A referendum on the upcoming November ballot would change that limit to
three consecutive terms starting with the
2019 elections, if approved by city voters.
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Opioid Abuse is Taking Tennesseans’ Lives
challenge facing Tennessee.

of people who died from drug
overdoses, primarily opioid
overdoses, was greater than the
combined deaths from traffic
accidents and murder – 1,631
people died from a drug overdose in 2016.

TOO MANY DEATHS
Drive along Tennessee’s
busy interstate highways and
you can’t miss the signs warning drivers to buckle up and
drive safely – emphasized reminders of how many people
lost their lives on the state’s
roads.
In 2016, traffic accidents
claimed the lives of 1,037 people, a nearly 8 percent increase
over the previous year.
And when you read or
watch the news headlines each
week you are certain to learn
about another murder in our
state. In 2016, 470 people were
murdered, almost 16 percent
more than in 2015.
But you won’t read digital
signs or headlines about the
fact that in 2016 the number

A GROWING TRAGEDY
The opioid crisis can be
measured in many different
ways, one being the excessive
number of prescriptions – Tennessee ranks 49th among the
states in the number of opioid prescriptions per person.
Another grim statistic is that
almost 37,000 different people
were treated at a Tennessee
hospital for opioid substance
abuse or poisoning in 2016.
But it is the rapid increase
in overdose deaths that illustrates the tragic nature of
opioid abuse.
Since 2011 the number
of people dying from a drug
overdose, almost all from some
form of opioids, has increased a
staggering 154 percent. Deaths
in traffic accidents increased

FRANK DANIELS

The 2018 elections are
shaping up. The filing deadlines have passed, and most
candidates are busy raising
money and spending what they
have already raised and/or
borrowed to tell Tennesseans
why they should vote for them
and why they shouldn’t vote
for those other folks.
This year, for the first time
in decades, voters will not have
an incumbent in either of the
two statewide elections. Gov.
Bill Haslam is in the last year
of his two-term limit, and Sen.
Bob Corker has opted not to
run for re-election.
The 124 member newspapers of the Tennessee Press
Association are working together to present a forum for
the major candidates in the
gubernatorial and senate races.
Each month we are asking
candidates to briefly outline
their position on a significant

TENNESSEE

PRESS
ASSOCIATION

almost 11 percent, and the
number of people murdered
is up 25 percent.
CALL FOR ACTION
In his last budget, Haslam
proposed a comprehensive approach to stemming the crisis,
which he label TN Together:
Ending the opioid crisis.
The governor proposed
that initial opioid prescriptions
be limited to a five-day supply,
with daily dosage amounts also
limited. He asked that sentences be reduced for inmates who
complete an intensive substance use treatment program.
And he proposed updated controlled substance schedules to
improve tracking, monitoring
and penalties for distribution
of some controlled substances,
particularly fentanyl.
Taking a cue from the highway safety sign program, the
governor wants to increase
education about substance
abuse in Tennessee schools
and implement a public awareness campaign about the po-

tential dangers of opioid use.
In August, President Donald Trump declared that the
opioid crisis was “a national
emergency,” and hosted an
“Opioid Summit” in March to
formulate his administration’s
response. The president’s plan
is generally similar to the one
proposed by Haslam.
WHAT WILL NEW
LEADERS DO?
Opioid abuse, murder and
traffic accidents dominate the
headlines of public safety and
obscure the many moving
parts that must be addressed
to improve the health and
well-being of Tennesseans, but
these grim statistics are visible
part of the iceberg that give us
warning.
Frank Daniels is a writer
living in Clarksville. A former
editor, columnist and business
executive, he is a member of the
N.C. Journalism Hall of Fame.
You reach him at fdanielsiii@
mac.com.

What Statewide Candidates Say About Opioid Crisis, Public Safety
The spread of opioid abuse claimed over 1,600 lives in Tennessee in 2016, and it is
getting worse. Methamphetamine abuse, while not getting the headlines, has increased.
Gun violence and murder is increasing. What proposals do our candidates have to help
Tennesseans address these public safety issues?
Each of the major candidates for governor and U.S. Senate were asked to tell our
readers about their views on infrastructure investment.

GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES
REPUBLICAN
Diane Black
The opioid epidemic is a scourge on
our society, and I firmly believe the next governor will be judged by
how she handles this
crisis.
As I’ve traveled the BLACK
state, I’ve sought input
from the boots on the ground combating
this epidemic. Working with the Attorneys
General and Sheriffs on my Law and Order
Coalition, we have developed a plan to go
after the root cause of the crisis.
We can significantly reduce the destructive impact of addiction if we: 1)
prosecute pill mills; 2) sue manufacturers who mislead providers about the addictive nature of their drugs; 3) provide
more resources to district attorneys, local
law enforcement and the TBI; 4) regulate

prescriptions using a real-time Controlled
Substance Monitoring Database without
adding administrative burdens to providers and; 5) protect patients by encouraging pharmacies and manufacturers to
include emetics in their formulas.
The road to healing is a long and difficult one for our state, but I am confident
that bold collaboration between government, health care providers and law enforcement will pave the way.
We can’t just stop at addiction. We
have to broaden our view and look at
crime as a whole.
As governor, I will be dedicated to giving law enforcement and schools the resources they need to be successful. I will
work with school districts to provide a safe
and secure environment, including armed
school resource officers in every school
and increased mental health screenings.
My administration will institute truth
in sentencing for felony convictions and
end the practice of allowing parole and
probation violators to count their time in
violation as time served.

As governor, I will get tough on repeat
offenders, especially drug trafficking and
domestic violence offenders. We can’t
keep letting repeat offenders walk the
streets with our kids.
Randy Boyd
Opioids are decimating our communities, and this is a crisis
that requires bold and
decisive action. As I’ve
traveled to all 95 counties, I’ve met countless
people who talk about BOYD
loved ones lost. These
are real people, not just statistics and this
alone demands our action. Last September I published a 10 Point Plan, which
can be summarized into three strategies:
Mobilize, Prevent, Recover.
We must mobilize all state resources
to end this scourge and that begins with
declaring a state of emergency to call this
epidemic what it is. We will then appoint
a Chief Epidemic Officer to marshal those
resources and prioritize this battle.
We must also prevent more people
from getting addicted and this means addressing the over-prescription of opioids.
There is no excuse for prescribing twice
the national average and being one of
the top states in the country for dispensing these deadly pills. Educating doctors,
patients, parents, and children about the

danger of these drugs is a key component
in prevention.
Finally, we must do a better job of
helping with recovery. The place we send
most addicts for recovery today is jail. We
can’t incarcerate our way out of this problem. There is a revolving door between
those struggling with addiction and our
jails. The good news: Providing proper
treatment in addiction and mental health
facilities is more effective, better for the
addict, and cheaper than jail.
Tennessee needs to step up in a big
way, not just for addiction, but for mental
health in general. Over the last 50 years,
the number of beds for treatment has
been reduced by nearly 95 percent. The
people didn’t go away, they just ended
up on the streets and in the jails. We can
do better, we must do better, and as your
Governor, we will do better.
Beth Harwell
As Speaker of the
House, I appointed
a task force in early
2017 to take an indepth look at the opioid crisis in our state
and make recommendations as to what HARWELL
should be done. I appreciate Governor Haslam incorporating
several of the recommendations into the
legislation he presented this year, and I
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am supportive of these efforts.
As governor, I would continue the work
we have started this year. We cannot incarcerate our way out of this crisis, so I would
prioritize treatment and funding for treatment to ensure people have access to the
help they so desperately need to get clean.
I would also step up our prevention efforts,
because educating the public about this issue is part of the battle as well. And finally,
we have to support our law enforcement
as they fight this, and keep these drugs off
the street.
Another public safety issue I have
worked on is human trafficking, a scourge
on our state. I had the chance a couple
of years ago to see a human trafficking
sting, spearheaded by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, from the inside. It
is complex, life-saving, incredible work.
As a legislator, combating human trafficking is something we often discuss, but

COMING NEXT MONTH
Rural development and distressed counties. Like most of America, Tennessee’s
metropolitan areas have prospered during the last eight years, while the rural areas
have lagged in almost every measure. The state has 19 of its 95 counties classified
as “distressed.” What can and should we do to give every Tennessean a chance to
succeed?

seeing it firsthand absolutely cemented
my belief that we must continue working
to implement policies that will assist our
law enforcement throughout the state in
these operations.
The TBI has partnered with local enforcement and other agencies and nonprofits to tackle this problem. In addition,
End Slavery Tennessee – a wonderful organization – works with these agencies and
the community at large to raise awareness
about this issue and to provide long-term,
comprehensive, specialized services. This

Deaths in Tennessee by cause, 2011-2016
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Bill Lee
Over the last ten
years, a collective failure by government,
pharmaceutical companies, and some in
the medical community have left us with
an opioid crisis that LEE
is crippling our state.
There's no quick fix, and the solution will
require shared responsibility from state
and local institutions, our medical providers, and faith and community leaders.
The state is currently taking several
common-sense first steps that we can
build upon. For instance, restricting the
use of addictive opioids, particularly in
TennCare is an important preventative
step. Currently one in three patients on
TennCare have at least one opioid prescription. We know that after five days of
use, the risk of addiction for new users
sharply increases. Lowering the overall
rate of prescriptions is an important first
step to solving this crisis.
Another step is to increase funding and
support for law enforcement drug interdiction efforts, which is critical to combat
the flow of drugs from China and Mexico
and the new threat of fentanyl. To combat
this epidemic, the role of law enforcement
cannot be overvalued.
On rehabilitation, we need to look at
the entire continuity of recovery by bringing addicts back into the community with
meaningful connections and skills to start
a new life. I am heavily involved in prison
ministry and I know that the window for
rehabilitation must happen months, if not
years before an offender's release from
prison. Our next governor has an opportunity to lead the Department of Corrections
into a new strategy for healing offenders
before their release.
Finally, we must address our mental
health support system, by acknowledging
the shortfalls in addiction treatment and
support those working in mental health.
For families in crisis, navigating the mental health system is often frustrating and
complex, and we have to do better. As governor, I’ll bring a comprehensive approach
to overcoming our opioid crisis.

406

2016

Homicide

is a perfect example of a public-private
partnership that attacks a problem from
multiple angles. We are leading the nation
as a state in our response to trafficking, but
I’ve seen just how much work there is left
to do, and as governor, I will support and
continue those efforts.

470

Karl Dean
I have seen, as I’m
sure many others have,
the human toll the opioid crisis is having on
our state. I have toured
a Johnson City children’s hospital that DEAN
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had to add space for premature babies
born suffering from opioid withdrawals. I
have heard from law enforcement, treatment providers and social workers on
the challenges they are facing, both with
criminal and mental health issues, related
to opioids.
As governor, I would take a fourpronged approach:
• Public education about the dangers
of opioids
• Ensuring that people addicted to opioids get the treatment they need
• Supporting law enforcement to arrest
those who are profiting
• Eliminating over-prescription of
narcotics
As Mayor of Nashville, public safety
was one of my top priorities and that was
reflected in the city’s operating budget.
Even when other departments were being cut due to the recession, we protected
funding for public safety. Over my eight
years in office, we increased the Metro
Nashville Police Department’s budget.
We also invested millions in building new
precincts and our city’s own crime lab. We
also increased the number of police officers. In return, overall major crime was
down when I left office than when my first
term began, including record low homicide numbers in 2013 and 2014.
Our government’s No. 1 job is to keep
people safe, and so as governor, public
safety would be a priority. I would be willing to have tough conversations across
party lines to see what we can agree on
in this state as it relates to gun safety and
move from there to help keep our children
and families safe. We should be working to
keep guns out of the hands of dangerous
people. Additionally, I would be in support
of a ban on bump fire stocks, and we need
to look at the age limit for purchasing an
assault weapon. There are public safety
reasons why you can’t buy alcohol until
you’re 21, and those same public safety
reasons logically apply to purchasing an
assault weapon.
Craig Fitzhugh
The opioid and
methamphetamine
crisis is tearing up our
state, especially in our
rural areas. There has
been a push in the legislature this year to
address this crisis, and FITZHUGH
while I back those efforts, I do not believe that they go far
enough. The governor proposed a plan,
committing $30 million to combating opioids. Less than half of that money comes
from state funds. There are individual
hospitals that have committed more funding to opioids. If our state had expanded
Medicaid, we would have additional funds
for opioids and methamphetamine issues,
especially in the aforementioned rural areas. Tennessee has had more per capita
hospital closures than any other state, almost all in our rural counties. Open hospitals offer more opportunities for treatment
for opioid addiction.
Methamphetamine is a problem not
just from its use but also from its creation.
It can be created from just a few ingredients that can be easily found, and it ruins the homes it is created in and is very
elections continued on P31
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Shalia Connecting Young Professionals at FedEx
Memphis stands at the threshold of
incredible possibility. In this series, we
introduce innovative Memphians who are
driving our city forward and forging its
future success.
MICAELA WATTS
Special to The Memphis News

Kunal Shalia, newly armed with a
graduate degree in industrial engineering from the University of California at
Berkeley, had a choice to make. He could
stay within the sphere of the Bay Area and
his native home of San Jose, where he had
friends, family and the community that
only your original stomping grounds can
provide – or he could completely remove
himself from everything familiar and
start anew.
Shalia chose the latter option and
sought an open position as an operations research analyst at FedEx Express
in Memphis. For him, the opportunity
hit two benchmarks: a desire for the unfamiliar and a job that aligned with his
penchant for analyzing data and problem
solving.
“I knew moving here was going to
force me to grow as a person,” said Shalia,
who serves as a leader on the core team
of the Growing Professionals Network at
FedEx. “I wanted that challenge of leaving

everything familiar behind.”
Shalia’s decision to seek a
position at FedEx was an easy
one. After doing basic research
on the open role, he was hooked.
He was wowed by the scale and
complexity of the work and
wanted to learn more about how
engineers orchestrated such a
logistical behemoth.
“The problem solving, the
logistics … those engineers are
able to look at that data and configure over 600 planes,” Shalia
said. “Wanting to learn how they
operated so efficiently definitely
influenced my decision. I have
to learn something new, constantly, and that happens every
day here.”
Shalia’s position in FedEx fit
him, to the extent that he wants
to stay in Memphis for the foreseeable future. But he knew it
was also up to him to create his
own social support system in
his new city, and the corporate
headquarters of the city’s largest
private employer seemed a good
place to start.
KUNAL SHALIA
Surveying the existing landscape of networking within
FedEx, he wondered if there was
any sub-community for young profes- needed,” said Shalia, who was certain
there were other employees wanting the
sionals.
“I knew that was something that I same.

(Submitted)

As fortune would have it,
there was already a networking
group at FedEx with a mission
to provide growth opportunities
for anyone at FedEx. The Growing Professionals Network was
already expanding its footprint
to other Memphis locations and
was a great fit. Shalia became involved and assisted with a strategy to bring more employees
into the network from the FedEx
World Headquarters location.
“If you’re not from Memphis
and don’t have any sense of
community, I feel like this will
help you build one and further
your career with FedEx,” Shalia
said.
He notes the Bay Area was
synonymous with relocating
millennials, but that flow has
stemmed some, and he believes
Memphis’ affordability and
room for change will eventually
trend with young professionals.
“There’s lots of potential for
Memphis to position itself to be
a new up-and-coming place,”
he said. “My goal is to help build
that community. I want to make
an impact.”

Kunal Shalia is a graduate of New
Memphis’ Embark program. Learn more
about at newmemphis.org.

HOUSING

Agency Constructing Homes To
Lift Up Orange Mound Neighborhood
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

On a barely two-lane road in
Orange Mound, neighbors were
taking a look Monday, April 9, at a
new duplex on Ethel Street.
The two single-story brick
homes at 1239 and 1241 Ethel of
1,300 square feet each with three
bedrooms and two bathrooms
each are the latest effort by the Orange Mound Development Corp.
to pick strategic sites in the area
to spur further redevelopment.
The duplex on Ethel faces two
other brick duplexes the develop-

ment corporation also built in a
partnership with the Memphis
Division of Housing and Community Development. Those
duplexes are four bedrooms and
two baths each.
“We are building again,” said
Tiana Pyles, executive director
of the development corporation,
which is pursuing the same strategy on another Orange Mound
street – Tunstall.
“This street had a lot of homes
that were demolished. It was just
lots. We need some houses,”
Pyle said. “So we were charged
with restabilizing the street. We
started in the middle. Our goal is

to have a mix of for sale and lease
properties. We started with some
duplexes.”
The idea is to move toward
home ownership on a street
where there are lots where houses
once stood, very small homes that
are well kept, and one small home
with condemnation notices on
the door not even a block from
the new duplex.
“Quite a few of our residents
are having some credit issues,”
Pyles said. “So it is our goal and
plan to be able to take them from
renters to homeowners. That’s
how you truly stabilize the community.”

Housing and community development director Paul Young
said with the strategic decisions,
the hope is private developers will
become interested.
“We have to find ways to leverage our money with more private
capital that’s going to allow communities to be able to rebuild and
reinvest,” Young said. “We need
renters and homeowners in the
community. You have to have
options for all types of families.”
Beneath a tent in the street,
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland
told a group of Orange Mound
residents and supporters that the
effort is just as important as recent

economic development projects
of $1 billion or more.
In the same tent, City Council member Jamita Swearengen
made a reference to “The Wizard
of Oz” as she asked the group to
click their heels together as she
said, “There’s no place like Orange
Mound.”
The effort includes federal
funding that comes through the
Housing and Community Development division. It can be used
by qualified, private nonprofit
development corporations like
the group Pyles leads to acquire,
rehab and construct housing for
home ownership or rent.
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Early Voting Opens for May County
Primaries With Many Offices at Stake

Early voting opens Wednesday, April 11, for 23 Shelby County offices, with the winners
advancing to the August general election.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Early voting in the first of three 2018
elections in Shelby County opens Wednesday at 21 sites across the county and runs
through April 26.
The primaries are led by contests for
county mayor, all 13 seats on the county
commission and most of the county’s
elected offices. The remainder are in the
other even-year election cycle or have an
eight-year term of office that comes around
next in 2022.
The early voting sites and hours can be
found at www.shelbyvote.com, the website
of the Shelby County Election Commission.
Daily early voter turnout will be tracked @
tdnpols, www.twitter.com/tdnpols overall
and by primaries.
Since county primaries for this election
cycle began in 1994, turnout has never been
higher than 18 percent. The 18 percent
turnout came in 2002 when the primary ballot was topped by an open race for Shelby
County mayor. There was the same turnout 12 years later in 2014 as Republican
incumbents who swept the 2010 races for
countywide offices from Democrats sought
re-election.
In 2010, a cycle also featuring a race for
county mayor with no elected incumbent,
Democratic turnout – early vote and election day – was about 6,000 votes higher
than Republican turnout. The Democratic
turnout in the other countywide primaries
that year ranged from 2,000 to 9,000 votes
higher that the turnout in the Republican
primaries.
Mark Luttrell, the Republican nominee
and winner of the county general election
that year, had token opposition in the 2010
mayoral primary. The Democratic primary
was a three-way contest among interim
county mayor Joe Ford, who was appointed
by his fellow commissioners following the
resignation of A C Wharton who had been

elected Memphis mayor, county commissioner Deidre Malone and former General
Sessions Court Clerk Otis Jackson Jr.
Republicans swept every countywide
race except one four years later. The exception was the race for Property Assessor.
Since 2014, the Shelby County Democratic Party was disbanded by the state
party and rebuilt in the last year with mostly
new members of its executive committee.
Local party chairman Corey Strong and
other party leaders have worked to field
candidates in every race.
The turnout in early voting will be the
first indication of how successful the new
wave of activism and involvement in the
party has been in creating renewed interest since Donald Trump’s 2016 election as
president in a county that was carried by
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton.
Strong and other party leaders as well
as local Republican Party leaders will be
watching the turnout in both sets of primaries closely.
In the 2010 county primaries, the Republican primary for mayor drew 29,434
voters, compared to 35,571 in the Democratic mayoral primary.
In the 2014 county primaries, the
Republican primary for mayor, in which
Luttrell again had token opposition, drew
17,444 voters compared to 38,559 in the
companion Democratic primary.
Since Tennessee voters don’t register
to vote by indicating a party preference,
there is no base of registered Democratic
or Republican voters to indicate the turnout
within the party.
For Republicans, the primary represents a shuffle of some familiar faces to
different offices as some of those elected in
the 2010 sweep are term-limited. They and
some others who are not term-limited are
seeking different offices.
The Shelby County Commission will
have at least seven new members – a
new majority – once the primaries and
the August general elections are decided.

Five of the seven incumbents not seeking
re-election to the county commission are
term-limited. The other two chose not to
run after one term.
A total of 23 county offices are on the
May ballot – 13 county commission seats
and 10 countywide offices – with a Republican and a Democratic primary for each.
The winners of the primaries advance to
the Aug. 2 county general election, which
will also include state and federal primary
elections and races for county nonpartisan
offices.
There are no Republican primary candidates for five county commission seats
– districts 6, 8, 10, 11 and 12. Meanwhile,
Republican county commission candidates
David C Bradford, Sam Goff, Sharon Webb
and incumbent Republican commissioner
Mark Bilingsley advance to the August
county general election because they are
unopposed in the primaries.
So does Dale Lane in the Republican
primary for sheriff, incumbent Republican
Criminal Court Clerk Richard DeSaussure
and Wayne Mashburn in the Republican
primary for Register of Deeds.

That leaves 11 contested Republican
primary contests topped by the three-way
race for county mayor between County
Commissioner Terry Roland, Juvenile
Court Clerk Joy Touliatos and Trustee
David Lenoir.
In the Democratic primaries, commissioners Van Turner and Willie Brooks win
another term of office when the polls close
in May by virtue of having no opposition of
any kind. They were effectively re-elected at
the February filing deadline.
Democrats have candidates in each
of the 23 races, with the seven-candidate
field for the District 9 commission seat
incumbent Democrat Justin Ford is giving
up because of term limits being the largest.
Five of the Democratic primary races
are one–candidate affairs with the winners
advancing to the August general election to
face Republican nominees and independent candidates.
That leaves 15 contested Democratic
primary contests topped by the race to
be the party’s nominee for county mayor
between state Sen. Lee Harris and former
County Commissioner Sidney Chism.
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Shelby County Housing Market Enjoys
Record-Breaking First Quarter

“

Our February was the best
February we've had in the
past 11 years.”
–Chet Whitsitt,

Sales leader and vice president,
Crye-Leike Real Estate Services

ary 2017 averaging $332,880.
Regency Homebuilders was the top
builder in February, with 18 new-home
sales recorded averaging $299,032, and
11 new-home permits filed averaging
$256,676.
Arlington/Lakeland’s 38002 ZIP code
claimed the most new home permits
in February, with 22 total averaging
$297,815.

A home being built by Regency Homebuilders in the Fountain Brook subdivision off Forest Hill-Irene Road in Cordova. Regency
was the top homebuilder in February in Shelby County, according to Chandler Reports data.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

With one quarter in the books, the
Memphis-area housing market appears
to be on pace for yet another recordbreaking year.
The average home sales price for
the first three months of 2018 rose to
$159,274, which is the highest first-quarter amount on record, according to real
estate information company Chandler
Reports, chandlerreports.com.
The volume of home sales in the first
quarter reached $612 million, up 7 percent from $572 million a year ago.
“Our office alone, which is the biggest
Crye-Leike has and often is a gauge for all
of our others, for example – our February
was the best February we have had in the
past 11 years,” said Chet Whitsitt, CryeLeike Real Estate Services sales leader and
vice president.
He said that while inventory is still

low, he believes the market will continue
its strong run.
“Even though interest rates are rising,
they are still at historical lows, now at
around 4.375 or so,” he added.
For the month of March, the area saw
1,878 units, down 10 percent from 1,899
in March 2017, while the average home
sales price rose to $164,109, a 1 percent
increase from $151,524 a year ago, according to Chandler Reports.
Vinh Le with First National Realty said
that even though it’s a seller’s market
right now, buyers are still competing to
make offers.
“I have gone from having 4 to 11 listings this month,” Le said. “I have five
properties under contract as a buyer's
agent, and I've had a total of $300,000 in
closed transactions so far.”
He also said that he expects these
figures to only climb as the weather gets
warmer.
Meanwhile, Eads’ 38028 ZIP code
recorded the highest average price in

March, at $415,000.
Year to date, the number of units
sold was down slightly, with 3,845 sales
recorded for the quarter compared with
3,880 last year.
Existing-home sales in the first quarter
remained about the same, with 3,693 recorded last quarter compared with 3645 in
the first quarter of 2017. The average price
of existing homes reached $147,751, up 7
percent from $137,647 a year ago.
Sales of new homes declined 13
percent for the quarter, with 203 sales
recorded compared with 233 in the first
quarter of 2017. The average price of a
new home, however, rose 22 percent to
$365,711.
Arlington’s 38002 ZIP code recorded
the most new-home sales for the quarter,
with 43 sales averaging $314,888.
BUILDING PERMITS
Developers pulled 67 new-home permits in February with an average amount
of $306,536, down from 86 filed in Febru-

Your source for accurate and unbiased real estate data you can trust.
www.ChandlerReports.com

FORECLOSURE ACTIVITY
Shelby County residential foreclosures
continued to drop in Q1, according to
Chandler Reports, with 403 recorded for
the month, a 12 percent decrease from
last year.
Of those 403, the average foreclosure
amount was $82,279 and the average tax
appraisal value for the properties was
$110,151. Southeast Shelby County’s
38125 ZIP code had the highest foreclosure inventory value of $14 million across
83 properties, while Westwood’s 38109
ZIP code had the most homes in foreclosure inventory through the first quarter,
with 165 valued at $6.8 million.
Among lenders, Fannie Mae had the
highest foreclosure inventory, with 128
homes valued at $13 million.
Bank sales – or foreclosure sales – represented 7 percent of all Shelby County
homes sold in the first quarter of 2018.
The 272 bank sales recorded in Q1 marked
a 17 percent decrease year over year. The
volume of bank sales dropped 15 percent
to $25.9 million.
Meanwhile, non-bank sales increased
1 percent to 3,570 in the first quarter,
with the volume of non-bank sales also
increasing 8 percent to $585.9 million.
Chandler Reports is a division of The
Daily News Publishing Co.

www.thememphisnews.com

April 13-19, 2018 17

emphasis

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

E M P H A S I S : R E S I D E N T I A L R E A L E S TAT E

HelloHome Shifts Business Model
To Take Firm ‘Back to Our Roots’
TONI LEPESKA
Special to The Memphis News

HelloHome. That’s the new name of a
3-year-old real estate technology platform
that founder Jessica Buffington is tweaking
to improve customer experience.
Buffington, now 30, began her career in
real estate at the absolute worst time. The
housing market had tanked. A recession
was in full swing. Her niche became Memphis bank-owned and foreclosure properties. During the following five years, she
sold millions of dollars in real estate. She
became a board member of the Memphis
Area Association of Realtors’ Multi-Million
Dollar Club and the Women’s Council of
Realtors.
And she learned something valuable
that launched her next venture.
That venture, Front Door, was HelloHome’s previous name. Buffington had
learned during the recession that clients
disliked traditional commission fees, but
returned with more business because of the
reduced fees Buffington charged in order to
work bank properties.
Her idea: Use an online platform to
connect sellers with agents, who’d work
for a flat $2,500 fee.
Melanie Blakeney, CEO of the Memphis
Area Association of Realtors, said MAAR
doesn’t distinguish between the business
models members use; however, she referenced the National Association of Realtors.

“

We’ll arrange a buyer to
come to the property, and
you’re not lifting a finger.”
–Jessica Buffington, HelloHome founder

In its official publication, technology was
called a “disruptor in the real estate industry,” and articles stressed the importance of
its use by Realtors.
Buffington’s website, www.hello.co
(that’s right, .co, not .com), walks sellers
through creating an account. An agent contacts the seller and lists the property on the
Multiple Listing Service and top real estate
sites. Updates on the showings, including
feedback and offers, are displayed on the
dashboard of the seller’s account.
Buffington launched the startup in

HelloHome founder Jessica Buffington, left, passes documents to broker Ashley Pickens in the firm’s headquarters in the
ServiceMaster Innovation Center. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

2015. Partnering with agents and brokers
across the country, her business scaled to
17 states and 88 cities. Success, though,
spun “out of control,” she said.
“We were bringing in so many listings,
the agents had their own listings … and
they couldn’t take care of ours at the same
time,” she said.
Buffington decided the change the
name to HelloHome and adjust the business model. To go “back to our roots. We
wanted agents that represented our brand.”
HelloHome, which Buffington says is
the only female-founded real estate tech
company in the country, hired its first inhouse agents in March. New agent orientations will be held the first Thursday of each
month. The number of in-house agents will
triple to 30 this month.
Buffington also hired Ashley Pickens
as the first principal broker. A real estate
agent going on 12 years, she oversees the
brokerage and HelloHome agents.
“I just love real estate,” said Pickens, 34,
a graduate of Wooddale High School. “I’m
a mom. I love helping families find houses
for their babies … especially people who
didn’t think they could buy a house. Firstgeneration homeowners – that’s what’s
kept me here.”
HelloHome’s flat fee was raised to
$3,500. While other real estate service pro-

viders offer flat fees, Buffington said, they
don’t offer streamlined access to other service providers. Her price includes one-time
lawn care work, professional photographs
of the home and access to a network of
providers, such as closing attorneys, lenders, termite inspectors and home warranty
inspectors.
With clients whose average sale price
sits at about $350,000, HelloHome saves
sellers an average of $8,200.
Julie Dial found HelloHome via an
internet search. Though she and her husband had moved a lot of times because
of a military job, and though they had a
lot of sales experience under their belt,
the couple wanted something more than
just a listing site. They thought their fourbedroom home in Germantown would be
an easy sell. The location was ideal, and it
was a seller’s market.
“She did photographs,” Dial said of
Buffington. “She did everything. She advised us on the price.”
Buffington’s services became vital
as the Dials received multiple offers for
their home. She helped the Dials manage
showings and weigh options. They asked
for $289,000. They got $305,000, and saved
thousands of dollars in commission costs
due to the flat-fee pricing model.
“It was well worth it,” Dial said.

Buffington’s next move is to launch a
mobile phone version of the platform so
customers can do all the legwork while they
are on the go.
"We'll arrange a buyer to come to the
property, and you're not lifting a finger. We
keep you updated every step of the way via
mobile app."

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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Residents React to Cooper-Young’s
Tentative Historic Overlay Status

“

Overall, I think it’s a positive
win for Cooper-Young, but
I don’t think the war is
over yet.”
–Patrick Durkin, Cooper-Young resident

One of the primary concerns for Cooper-Young residents seeking historic protections for the district is the replacement of
existing houses with infill they say isn't “in-character,” like these homes at Bruce Street and Oliver Avenue. (Memphis News/Patrick Lantrip)

PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Though the Memphis City Council on
Tuesday, April 10, granted Cooper-Young
the historic overlay district status it has
been seeking since last year, there is still
a sense of concern among many of the
residents.
“Overall I think it’s a positive win for
Cooper-Young, but I don’t think the war is
over yet,” said Cooper-Young resident Patrick Durkin. “The war is just beginning for
the Landmarks Commission as a whole.”
Durkin was referring to an amendment
that will require the council to draft and
review a companion ordinance to define
what can be built or changed in the district
so the Memphis Landmarks Commission
can enforce those terms.
“This is 300-plus acres, it hasn’t been
done in 20 years, it’s a major policy issue
and it’s just not as simple as some people
make it sound,” Councilman Kemp Conrad, who proposed the ordinance, said
about the historic overlay process at Tuesday’s meeting.
Other council members, meanwhile,
cited concerns over the burdens that are
placed on everyday taxpayers whose only

form of appeals from the Landmarks Commission is through Chancery Court.
“We are not against development, we
never have been,” Durkin said. “We just
want something that fits and is compatible
with the rest of the neighborhood – that’s
all we’ve ever wanted.”
Thanks to a prior Tennessee Supreme
Court ruling, Cooper-Young’s historic
designation will be granted alongside the
13 other neighborhoods currently under
the commission’s jurisdiction, until the
City Council sorts out what, if any, changes
it makes to the Landmarks Commission’s
regulatory processes.
“Everyone from Glenview to Evergreen,
Central Gardens, Rozelle, etc.,” Durkin
said. “These neighborhoods all need to
come together to support the Landmarks
Commission as a whole.”
While not a Cooper-Young resident,
Mark Fleischer lives in neighboring historic
district Central Gardens and has been helping his neighbors with the process.
“Our concern is will they soften or move
to soften the Landmarks zoning,” Fleischer
said. “The same thing happened in 1989,
then again in 1992 and 1993, where the City
Council had a problem with some of the
commissioners. They felt like Landmarks
was overstepping its boundaries and was

anti-development.”
He said that while the issues were resolved, it did result in a subtle reduction
of the commission’s powers.
Fleischer also said that he was surprised
at the number of inquiries his neighborhood has received from other areas of
Memphis.
“I’ve really been quite surprise to see
neighborhoods from East Memphis contact us and ask us what this means for our
neighborhood,” he said. “We’ve had people
reach out from those neighborhoods and
asking what to do, because they are seeing
property bought up, demolished and five
house built where two are now.”
He also echoed Durkin’s sentiment
that the Landmarks Commission is not
anti-development.
“Historic preservation is sometimes
interpreted as anti-development, and it’s
not that at all,” Fleischer said. “We just
want smart development and in-character
development. And that’s what historical
preservation is all about.”
In the meantime, Fleischer said, they
are in the process of determining what their
next steps are.
“We’re beginning conversations with
individual council members, and we’re
beginning conversations with Landmarks

members, just to get a feel for where this
might go,” he said.
Meanwhile, Cooper-Young Community Association board member Robert
Hatfield, who is the on the committee that
initially drafted Cooper-Young’s historic
guidelines, said he feels optimistic going
forward.
“We are very happy with the protections that have been put in place at this
time,” Hatfield said. “We were very concerned with the amount of demolitions
and inappropriate infill constructions that
were taking place, so we’re very happy to
have Landmarks protections active immediately.”
However, he did say he hopes the City
Council and Landmarks Commission will
find common ground that protects all of
Memphis’ historic districts.
“Based on City Council’s comments, I
think that everybody realizes that we have
a problem with the amount of demolitions
and inappropriate infill, but some people
just have different philosophies on how to
do address that,” he said. “And I think that
as people become more aware of how the
Landmarks Commission operates, they
well realize it is a great solution for historic
districts in Memphis.”
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150-Year-Old Marx-Bensdorf Cites
Culture as Key to Firm's Longevity
K. DENISE JENNINGS
Special to The Memphis News

Memphis real estate firm Marx-Bensdorf Realtors is celebrating a storied 150
years of business this year and looking
back at the core values that have contributed to their longevity in an ever-changing
industry.
The city’s oldest real estate firm and
one of its oldest companies of any kind,
Marx-Bensdorf was founded by German
Jewish immigrants Max Marx and Herman
Bensdorf in 1868. The original charter
entitled the business to offer real estate
as well as savings and loan services, and
eventually it added insurance, but since
the 1980s the focus of the firm has been
strictly on residential real estate.
David Tester and Jimmy Reed, coowners of Marx-Bensdorf, believe what

sets the firm apart from others is the
longevity of the company and most of its
agents, as well as their intimate knowledge of all parts of the city.
The company is a Memphis fixture,
but it’s also made a name for itself globally
through its established corporate relocation services and its membership in the
select community of 565 independent real
estate firms that make up the Leading Real
Estate Companies of the World.
“The culture is really key,” Tester said.
“Within the walls, we are very cooperative
with each other. It’s a noncompetitive
environment within the firm.”
Marx-Bensdorf is full of agents that
specialize in certain parts of the city and
are intimately knowledgeable about the
history and evolution of neighborhoods
along with the nuances involved in home
marx-bensdorf continued on P31

David Tester, left, and Jimmy Reed are the co-owners of Marx-Bensdorf Realtors,
which has been in business for 150 years.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
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DOUBLEHEADER
Baseball returns to AutoZone Park, but professional soccer not far behind

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Redbirds fans fill the stands in AutoZone Park for the home opener on Tuesday night,
April 10. The Redbirds beat the Omaha Storm Chasers 7-0.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

T

hese days, Craig Unger
calls himself the “corporate guy.” After all, he
is now president of both
the Memphis Redbirds
and the United Soccer
League (USL) team that
will share AutoZone Park with the St.
Louis Cardinals’ Triple-A club beginning
in 2019.
But Unger is not one of those corporate guys who keeps himself at a distance.
As the day-to-day overseer of the franchises owned by Peter Freund, Unger is on
the front lines. So as the Redbirds return to
play as the reigning Pacific Coast League
champions and the soccer team is still
kicking around a nickname – never mind
played a game – Unger now can’t think of
one without the other.
His task? To engineer sports synergy.
“We have to build soccer authentically,” Unger said recently after announcing that longtime USL soccer executive

Andrew Bell had been hired away from the
Charleston Battery and installed as USL
Memphis’s first sporting director. “And to
build soccer authentically, we cannot lose
the authenticity we have with baseball.
“That’s my job,” said Unger. “When
you come to a Redbirds game on a Saturday night, it needs to be the same great
experience you’ve had for 20 years with
fireworks, hot dogs and barbecue nachos,
everything you expect.
“And by the way, the next Saturday
night you come down here you have to
feel like you are walking into the greatest
soccer facility in the country with a whole
different fan base and feel like, `This is my
home, this is my building, this is where
my team plays.’”
The first pitch at AutoZone Park for
the Redbirds this season was scheduled
for April 10, but the USL team’s first game
on the pitch is still about a year away. In
the interim, there may be an exhibition
“friendly” or two at AutoZone Park to help

build the fans’ appetite, and the USL franchise may be running an amateur soccer
program, too.
Bell, 45, got to know Freund in Charleston, where the latter owns another minor
league baseball team affiliated with the
New York Yankees. A native of England,
Bell says he has probably been to about
50 baseball games.
“I know a decent little bit,” he said.
Let’s see how much: What’s a hitand-run?
“That’s when you just knock it down
and run down the line … no, that’s a bunt,
that’s a bunt.”
Not to worry. So the soccer guy isn’t
perfect with his baseball.
No doubt, Redbirds manager Stubby
Clapp isn’t perfect with his soccer.
Unger has it covered, saying, “My job
is to let the baseball people be baseball
people, let the soccer people be soccer
people, and then figure out what is the
best thing for the organization, what is
the best thing for everybody.”

A NEW SEASON
The Redbirds’ historic 2017 season is
now well-documented. A total of 97 wins.
A Pacific Coast League championship.
And all of it was accomplished with
62 different players wearing a Redbirds
uniform over the course of the season. For
his work juggling all the pieces moving up
and down the Cardinals’ organizational
chart, Clapp was chosen PCL Manager of
the Year.
“Everybody was pulling for each other,
a lot of selfless people,” said catcher and
top position-player prospect Carson Kelly,
who was promoted to the Cardinals in late
July, but begins this season back with the
Redbirds. “That’s what it takes to win a
championship.”
The ballpark had more buzz than it had
experienced in years. The return of Clapp,
a fan favorite as a gritty player when part
of the 2000 team that won the PCL title, set
the tone. Then the players started winning
and kept winning and fans started coming
out in greater numbers.

Redbirds starting pitcher John Gant throws a pitch during the home opener on Tuesday night. The Redbirds blanked the Omaha Storm Chasers 7-0.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
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Redbirds third baseman Patrick Wisdom acknowledges fans. Wisdom returns to Memphis to start the season and could put up big numbers again.

“Putting some butts in seats
is always a good thing,” said infielder Patrick Wisdom, one of the
stars of the 2017 season.
There is a general feeling that
this year’s Redbirds might be just
as good, too.
“This team is stacked from top
to bottom,” said outfielder Oscar
Mercado, who is making the jump
from Double-A.
Meanwhile, Bell and Unger
are simultaneously going to work
on establishing the framework
of the soccer club. That means
hiring a coach. And starting the
search for players.
The USL does not have an
expansion team draft, so they
will be starting from scratch with
players – not to mention efforts
on the business/marketing side.
“The cool thing about USL –
it’s a stepping-stone, right? – is
if they’re coming through us
hopefully they’re moving up to
Major League Soccer,” said Bell.
“Hopefully, one day we’ll have a
player playing for the national
team. But while they’re here, they
have to embrace the community.
The coach will be doing that and
I’ll be going out there as well. This
is a community club.”
The Redbirds, of course, are
viewed much the same way. Over

the history of the Redbirds, the
most recognizable name is not
of a player, but mascot Rockey
the Redbird. Last year’s rebranding, which included altering
the primary logo to replicate a
neon street sign to call to mind
the city’s iconic Beale Street,
also “modernized” Rockey as an
edgier character similar to the
Cardinals’ “Dirty Bird.”
Change and innovation
around AutoZone Park are more
welcome than ever. Unger describes the USL as “digital-first”
and to that end there will have
to be major upgrades to accommodate the league’s HD requirements before the Memphis team
begins play in 2019.
“A large, six-figure investment,” Unger said, adding that
this won’t happen until after the
Redbirds’ season ends to avoid
potential technical difficulties.
This year, the Redbirds also
made the decision to pull the
radio broadcast of their games
from Sports56 AM and instead
will stream the games live at
memphisredbirds.com. Unger
believes the Redbirds are one of
the first Triple-A teams to make
this move, but says the timing
is right.
“This is what we’re seeing

in sports and media, a continued shift to a digital platform,”
he said. “We see ourselves as a
technology-first organization.”
To that end, former local TV
sports reporter Peter Fleischer
was hired as digital media manager to produce Redbirds/USL
team content including everything from videos and podcasts
to Facebook Live programming.
“We are our best medium to
engage with fans,” Unger said.
“We have to look at ourselves as
a content producer. It’s not even
optional anymore.”
Still, the best place for engagement is at the ballpark on
game day.
“This is a great venue,” Clapp
said. “The fact those guys did
what they did last year, the different records that were set, hopefully it will bring more people
Downtown to watch some good
baseball.”
DOWN THE FIELD
It’s way too early to know how
things will play out for the USL
soccer team, or for that matter
this year’s Redbirds. But Unger
will not rule out anything with
the USL team, including the possibility of a TV partner; he notes
several USL teams televise games

home and away.
But of this much, Unger remains certain: The Memphis
sports market can support more.
And success enjoyed by the Grizzlies or the University of Memphis or the FedEx St. Jude Classic
golf tournament doesn’t hurt
the Redbirds or the new soccer
franchise. It helps them.
He uses the hiring of Penny
Hardaway as the Tigers’ men’s
basketball coach as a prime example. The move immediately
inspired a spike in season-ticket
sales and donations at the University of Memphis.
Unger also seized the moment as the Redbirds offered
opening-night tickets for a penny.
In 48 hours, they sold more than
5,700 tickets.
“This is good for everybody,”
Unger said of the excitement
Hardaway has generated in the
market. “It is good for us when FedExForum is full. I’ve seen some
of the numbers and everyone can
do well. Everyone wins when you
drive people Downtown.”
Some have suggested that
even if there are enough ticket
sales to go around, there might
not be enough sponsorship dollars. Unger disagrees.
“On the sponsorship side,

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

there’s a lot of untapped market,”
he said. “We focus a lot on that.
We’re a little different. Our job
is to go find some of the other
people out there, to get some of
the smaller businesses involved.
Engage them.
“The Grizzlies, a lot of it’s TVdriven. Ours is how we can activate them? We don’t have the TV
coverage so we’ve got to cultivate
a different type of sponsor. Sure,
we all share the AutoZones and
FedExes, all of the big ones, but
underneath that are a lot people
that love sports.”
To that point, he says they
have fans who want suites for
Redbirds games only, soccer
games only, and some that want
a suite for all events. Unger says
they also are making a concerted
effort to reach out to the Latino community, which has high
numbers of fans for both baseball
and soccer.
Ultimately, he envisions AutoZone Park busy and buzzing
no matter which sport is center
stage. No matter whether the
pitch is thrown or trod upon.
“Sports is the great unifier,”
Unger said. “No matter our differences, we all pull behind our
sports teams because they represent the community.”
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A Memphis Show? ‘Too Hot to Handel’
Not Your Grandfather’s ‘Messiah’
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Twenty-five years after its premier at
Lincoln Center, “Too Hot to Handel: The
Jazz-Gospel Messiah” is coming to The
Orpheum Theatre with its 40-piece orchestra, 100-member choir and renowned
soloists.
Just the name of the show inspires a
new way of thinking about what George
Frideric Handel’s “Messiah” traditionally
has been, but also could be.
Or as Brett Batterson, president and
CEO of Orpheum Theatre Group, said:
“The first thing I would tell everybody is
leave your preconceived ideas of the `Messiah’ behind. We call it the `Messiah’ on
steroids. It’s lively, it jams, it gets people
on their feet.”
Batterson previously presented “Too
Hot to Handel” at the Detroit Opera House
and Chicago’s Auditorium Theatre. Both
venues have now hosted the show for
more than a dozen years. The idea for “Too

When
opportunity
knocks, we have
bankers that
will help you
open the door.

Brett Batterson, president and CEO of Orpheum Theatre Group, is anxious to see
how the Memphis audience receives "Too Hot to Handel."
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
Hot to Handel” was conceived in 1992 by
a music director named Marin Alsop, with
arrangements by Bob Christianson and

Jim Pettit, Owner
Memphis Drum Shop

Gary Anderson. The first performance in
1993 at Lincoln Center featured the Concordia Orchestra and Morgan State choir.

Mandy Chatellier, Vice President
Commercial Bank and Trust, NMLS#654972

The Memphis performances – at 7:30
p.m. on Saturday, April 21, and Sunday at
3 p.m. on April 22 – will feature legendary
pianist Alvin Waddles, highly regarded
soloists Rodrick Dixon, Alfreda Burke and
Karen Marie Richardson, and conductor
Suzanne Mallare Acton, who is artistic
and music director of the Rackham Choir
in Detroit and chorus master of Michigan
Opera Theatre.
Providing local flavor will be Leo Davis,
minister of worship at Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church, who will conduct
the 100-member choir. The choir also will
contain local vocalists. For tickets, go to
https://orpheum-memphis.com/.
Batterson says when first introduced
to the possibility of putting the show on
in Detroit more than 15 years ago, he had
no idea what “Too Hot to Handel” was. It
didn’t take long for him to be converted.
“I fell in love with it,” he said.
Dixon, 51, has sung in the performance
in Detroit and Chicago and believes
orpheum continued on P37

Nancy Pettit, Owner
Memphis Drum Shop
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Lots of Noise in Legislature
This Session, But Few Results

SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

Just when you think the Tennessee Legislature is going off the deep end, someone
will throw them a bungee cord. Maybe a
rope made out of hemp would work better because a bungee cord leaves people
bouncing, never quite reeling them in.
That’s sort of where the General Assembly sits when it comes to school safety,
guns and cannabis.
For instance, a House bill by disgraced
Rep. David (Coach) Byrd to enable more
weapons training for teachers died last
week. Byrd is caught up in allegations by
his former Wayne County girls’ basketball
players that he groped and tried to kiss
them back in the ’80s.
Whether the accusations against him
hurt the bill is hard to measure. But the fact
lawmakers considered arming teachers, or
at least a handful of teachers who would
be identified by administrators, is a little
alarming. Most of my high school teachers
didn’t want guns or weren’t stable enough
to carry one.
Byrd’s motivation, though, was to draw
attention to the need for more school resource officers in the state’s rural schools,
where funding isn’t always available to
pay them.
So even though his bill went down
in flames, he might succeed in drawing
money to pay for school resource officers,
paving the way for another piece of legislation allowing school systems to hire
off-duty law enforcement officers to patrol
while armed.
Bipartisan legislation by Sen. Mark
Green and a host of House members
would pay off-duty officers to work school
days and extracurricular events. Initially, a
House version of the legislation was going
to tap a civil asset forfeiture fund and pay
them $50 a day, about enough to cover the
cost of their bullets, gun and a hamburger.
Green, a Clarksville Republican running for Congress, is jubilant after pushing
the measure through the Senate Judiciary
Committee recently.
“The law enforcement officers, they’re
dying to help. They just don’t have a mechanism where they can go and do it. They’re
pumped, because, one, it pays them. Two,
it recognizes their desire to do this, so it’s
a win all around,” Green adds.
He’s still looking for money, however,
and hopes Gov. Bill Haslam will put some
dollars into the effort as part of his statewide school safety initiative. He figures it’s
going to cost about $28 million to pay for
SROs to every school without one.
The governor’s plan calls for reviewing
every school in the state for strengths and
safety risks, coming up with a state security
model, requiring safety drills, prioritizing
SROs and checking student behavioral
health. SRO funding is not etched into the

budget by any means.
Haslam is proposing $30 million for fiscal 2019 to deal mainly with mental health
and technology, and only $5 million of that
will be available for the next year’s budget.
Lt. Gov. Randy McNally says the Legislature “might try to help out” with the
funding for those law officers. But Finance
Ways and Means chairman Sen. Bo Watson
says the Senate hasn’t evaluated it yet.
If it becomes a “priority the Senate,”
Watson says he and the Finance, Ways and
Means vice chairman will “look for ways to
provide those resources.” He’s not there yet
but expects to be this week.
ROCK CHALK BUMP STOCKS
Legislation banning bump stocks fell by
the wayside, failing to receive enough support in a House committee to garner debate, clearly a slap at Democratic sponsors.
Most people would think something as
horrible as the Las Vegas massacre would
spur legislators to action. But a bump stock
ban bill by Rep. Dwayne Thompson and
Sen. Lee Harris, both Memphis Democrats,
ran into Republican strategy proving quite
popular this session: failure to receive a
second. For the uninitiated, a legislator
has to have someone second a motion for
a bill to receive discussion and proceed
toward a vote.
As a result, two men who were prepared
to testify on the legislation and their experience at the Vegas shooting, an audio engineer for country music star Jason Aldean
and a VIP sales director for Live Nation,
went home for the second time this session
without getting a chance to speak.
They declined to talk to media but were
prepared to tell legislators how it felt to
hear the gunshots when a mass murderer
mowed down people at the Vegas concert
last summer, killing 58 and injuring hundreds.
Maybe, just maybe, the Republicancontrolled committee didn’t want to hear
their horrible tale. After all, they had two
chances.
Instead, Republican leadership has
been saying for more than a month they
want to wait on the federal government to
take action on the bump stocks, which can
be attached to a rifle and let the shooter
pump off rounds in rapid-fire.
McNally says the matter could come
back, but he notes, “I think that President
Trump had indicated this was one of the
things he was looking at doing. He had a
couple of things related to firearms he was
looking at doing. And we’re gonna give him
time to do that.”
That strategy begs two questions:
1. Since when did this Legislature
decide the federal government has the
answers?
2. How do we know President Trump
won’t change his mind 20 more times in a
series of Twitter tantrums?
With this wait-and-see approach taking
hold and the funding uncertain for SROs,
we’ll just have to hope Tennessee school
students escape the next two months
unscathed, because nothing will be done
before school recesses for the summer.

STICK WITH POT
Speaking of waiting for another year,
medical cannabis ran afoul of yet more
silence in the Senate this session, or at
least Republican Sen. Steven Dickerson of
Nashville saved the Senate Judiciary Committee the embarrassment of having to tell
Tennesseans where they stand.
The bill’s House sponsor, Rep. Jeremy
Faison, may have looked a little wishywashy when he turned his legislation into
a decriminalization measure, meaning
people couldn’t be arrested for possession
of medical cannabis products such as oils,
lotions and tinctures as long as they had
some sort of doctor approval.
Faison was running into trouble with
legislators who just didn’t like the first
version, which involved setting up a state
commission to oversee growing, manufacturing, distribution, prescription and use.
Some lawmakers weren’t prepared to
support a new bureaucracy or an ultraexpensive drug unapproved by the Food
and Drug Administration or TennCare.
Dickerson, while saying he was concerned decriminalization would simply
put Tennesseans at risk of prosecution if
they brought the stuff across state lines,
also declined to bring his version of the
bill, knowing he just didn’t have the votes.
It was a major disappointment for the
medical cannabis lobby.
“We’re sadly disappointed with a
Tennessee General Assembly that cannot
seem to do the will of the people in this
matter. Just so everybody realizes, we’re
never gonna give up. We will be back here
next year. We will be back here every single
year until the sick and suffering patients
of Tennessee have rights to medicine. It is
unconscionable that this Assembly cannot
do the will of 80 percent of the people,” says
David Hairston, chairman of Safe Access
Tennessee.
Stacie Mathes, whose daughter suffered
hundreds of seizures daily until she started
taking cannabidiol a few years ago, calls
the Senate’s lack of action “a true tragedy.”
“It’s really sad that all those who represent us … can sit there and deny what
they’re being told, especially about patients. Regardless of whether it’s a decrim
or it’s a full bill, anything that can help get
what they need and to not be made a criminal is really important at this point. And, I
fault them all at this point,” adds Mathes,
whose husband testified in a House committee meeting.
“The last three years I’ve heard, ‘Oh,
we can do it next year.’ There’s a point that
we’re gonna run out of years, and this was
the year to do it, and I’m just glad it’s an
election year.”
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News,
Knoxville Ledger and Hamilton County
Herald. He can be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

Poo-Pourri toilet spray is now sold in 10,000
retailers, but its beginnings read more like
a creation myth. Michael Graber shares the
background and how intuition plays a role in
this unconventional success story.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Leadership-level volunteers can strengthen
organizations in many ways, but working
with them takes consistent time and energy.
This week, Mel and Pearl Shaw share 10
specific ways to energize these volunteer
leaders.

EMILY CUPPLES

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
A/B testing can yield data that helps marketers understand what is and isn’t working for
their brands. Emily Cupples offers four A/B
testing tips to improve the success of your
email campaigns.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

Falling short in an interview could cost you
a potential job or internal promotion. Mary
McDonald outlines how to hone your skills
and tackle your next interview with confidence and ease.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Calculating your net worth is an essential
tool in measuring your overall financial
progress – and it can also help keep you out
of bankruptcy court, say columnists Ray and
Dana Brandon.
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ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

My First SXSW
Experience
I recently had the opportunity to attend
South by Southwest (sxsw.com) in Austin,
Texas, for the first time. If you’ve never been,
SXSW is a giant festival in downtown Austin
that draws in thousands of people. Founded in
1987, SXSW has boasted an economic impact
to Austin of over $300 million in past years.
Since it started, SXSW has grown in both
size and scope. It is now a combination of a
number of festivals in one, including music,
film, comedy, interactive, health and more. My
main focus was on the “more” part. I attended a
number of sessions on topics related to today’s
workplace trends.
The workplace sessions were structured in
one of two ways. Either a single speaker would
give a lecture on one topic, or a panel of three
to five experts would weigh in on a particular
issue. Topics ranged from negotiation to sexism
to diversity to new employer perks to faith in
the workplace to the gender pay gap to neurodiversity. This was a lot of ground to cover in a
short amount of time!
As you can imagine, the speakers were both
incredibly talented and informative. In fact, I’ve
had the opportunity to interview a number of
them for my podcast.
So many important ideas were shared in
these workplace sessions. Some companies
are now offering creative benefits, including
paying back your student loans after you finish college. It’s no longer unusual to start your
career over from scratch midway through, and
more programs than ever are available to help
make the process possible. Organizations are
increasing their focus on diversity and inclusion, using both their existing teams and new
technology to make it happen.
But the point that I really took away from
my SXSW experience has to do with networking. You can listen to all of the lectures presented, but nothing compares to what you can learn
from other people. And SXSW is the perfect
place to meet or reconnect with those people.
I met up with a number of old colleagues
during my visit. I met a number of new people
from various industries and around the world.
And I met a number of great people from career
websites LinkedIn and Indeed. These conversations provided an incredible amount of value
– more than I could have gained in any classroom. They led to new connections, new ideas,
new podcast episodes and new opportunities.
The experience reminded me just how
important networking is to your overall career.
It’s not only important to meet new people, but
it’s important to stay in touch. It’s important to
reconnect. It’s important to help one another.
Networking is very often what your next job is
made from.
I look forward to attending SXSW again next
year. But my focus on networking will increase.
After all, where else in the world can you connect with so many creative and talented people
in one place?
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Jones Named Managing Partner
Of Fisher Phillips in Memphis
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with David Jones at memphisdailynews.com.

Fisher Phillips has appointed David S. Jones regional managing partner
of its Memphis office. Jones, who has 18 years’ law experience, represents
clients exclusively in immigration-related employment and compliance
matters, and that will continue to be his primary focus as regional
managing partner. In addition, he will oversee development of the office,
attorneys and staff, and will play a greater role in the management of
Fisher Phillips as a whole as a member of the operations group.
Jones takes the reins from Jeff Weintraub, who served in the role for six
years, as part of a routine leadership rotation.
Hometown: Memphis
Experience: Siskind Susser
PC, partner; Jones Stevenson,
founding partner; Jackson
Lewis PC, shareholder; Fisher & Phillips LLP, partner/
regional managing partner
As managing partner, what
are your goals for Fisher
Phillips’ Memphis office?
My first priority is to grow
the office. I would like to see
us become the destination
firm for L&E (labor and employment) and immigration
attorneys in the area. I also
want to ensure that our attorneys have the support that
they need to further grow and
manage their practices.
You focus your practice on
immigration-related employment matters. With
immigration in the national
spotlight these days, have
you seen an uptick in cases
– or perhaps in new clients

trying to sort through these
matters for the first time?
It’s been a bit of a roller
coaster. Most of what we are
seeing is a lot of uncertainty
and fear, both on the part of
employers and their foreign
national employees. The
reaction to that uncertainty
and fear varies. In some cases, it has led to more work
to get ahead of any changes
in immigration, and in others, employers have decided it’s not worth trying to
hire foreign workers at all.
Mostly it has led to a lot of
phone calls.
How much of Fisher Phillips’ business involves immigration employment
matters? Do you see it becoming a bigger part of the
practice in the future? It’s
hard to say exactly. In terms
of attorneys, less than 5 percent of our attorneys practice
immigration. It is a priority
for the firm, however, and

Rebecca Adelman, founding shareholder of Hagwood Adelman Tipton PC, was
recently named a finalist in the CLM’s
Professionals of the Year awards. Adelman was one of five attorneys honored
in the outside counsel division. She was
recognized in part for her work as cofounder of the Annual Litigation Risk
and Defense Strategies for Long-Term
Care & Assisted Living Providers, Insurers and Brokers Conference, along with
her role in developing a number of risk
mitigation and prevention programs
for insurers and insureds in health care
and beyond.
Levy Dermatology has added five new
team members: Andrea Hall, RN CoolS-

an important component to
employment law, so I expect
it to continue to grow as a
practice within the firm.
Latino Memphis and the
New American Economy
Research Fund recently released a report about immigrants’ local economic
impact, and among the findings, reported Memphis’
immigrant population is
27 percent more likely to
start a business than their
U.S.-born counterparts.
What unique issues might
immigrant business owners face? Immigrants are less
likely to be with familiar with
employment laws and other
practices that may be vastly
different from their home
country. That, along with cultural differences, can make it
hard to navigate the procedures to open and operate
a business and ensure that
they are doing everything
properly. As immigrant busi-

culpting representative, graduated from
the Methodist Hospital School of Nursing in 2001 and spent the majority of
her nursing career as a pediatric ICU
nurse. She currently is working on her
bachelor’s degree in nursing. Deborah
Horwitz, Levy Dermatology’s new physician assistant, earned a master’s degree from Baylor College of Medicine’s
Physician Assistant program. Bridget
McCormick, medical assistant, earned
an associate’s degree in medical assisting from Keiser University and most recently worked at Nashville Skin. Brandi
Michelle Burns, medical assistant,
earned a Bachelor of Science in Nursing
from the University of Memphis. And
Cassundra Jensen, medical assistant,

DAVID S. JONES

nesses may be more likely to
hire immigrants, they also
may be subject to more ICE
scrutiny in their hiring practices. I am currently working
as a board member of the
Mid-South Latino Chamber
of Commerce to create an educational outreach program
to address these very issues.
What do you consider your
greatest accomplishment?
I hope my greatest accomplishment will be the men my
sons grow up to be.
What do you most enjoy
about your work? Unlike
many areas of law, nothing I do is adversarial. I help
companies and individuals
achieve their goals.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? To borrow
from Confucius, do what you
love, and you will never work
a day in your life.

earned her medical assistance license
from Concorde Career College and has
been a medical assistant for more than
three years.
The Evergreen Historic District Association has announced its new members
for the coming year. They are: David
Franks, a market president at Argent
Trust Co.; Tim Flack, a senior attorney
with Memphis CHiLD; Turner Foster, a
technical solutions architect for Columbus; Angela Parkerson, an administrator for Shelby County; Cannon Parkerson, a certified public accountant; Jason
Brewer, IT director at Logical Systems;
and Daniel Dixon, a senior instructional
development specialist at FedEx.
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Sunday Alcohol Sales Bill Passes in Legislature
SAM STOCKARD
Nashville Correspondent

NASHVILLE – Buoyed by Bible verses
and compromise giving liquor stores a
head start on Sunday sales, legislation
allowing grocery stores to sell wine on
Sundays passed the Senate Wednesday on
a 17-11 vote.
The decision comes in the wake of a
55-35 House vote earlier in the week and
sends the measure to Gov. Bill Haslam for
his signature. The only days stores won’t be
allowed to sell alcohol under the legislation
will be Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Dissuading those opposed to sales of
alcohol on a “holy day,” the bill’s sponsor,
Sen. Bill Ketron, pointed toward more than
200 biblical passages touting wine in moderation. He touched on the story of Jesus’
first miracle in the Book of John, in which
he turns water into wine during a wedding
ceremony at his mother’s request, as well
as the wisdom of Ecclesiastes, which says,
“Drink your wine with a joyful heart.”
In contrast, the Bible contains only 20
verses castigating the use of alcohol, most
of those discouraging drunkenness, he said.
“But I’m not here to represent myself
and my feelings,” said Ketron, a Murfreesboro Republican. “I’m here to represent
the people who are asking for this,” some
70 percent of Tennesseans who want
wine sales on Sunday because it fits their
lifestyle.
Ketron, who passed legislation previously enabling wine sales in grocery stores,
said he had been working since last August
on the bill and put in several compromises

to help owners of small liquor stores worried about tougher competition.
“A lot of concessions had to be made
with the retailers,” he said.
Out of some 700 retailers, though, more
than half notified him they wanted to be
able to open seven days a week to compete,
Ketron said.
The bill was heavily amended earlier in
the session to help those stores stay open
or to soften the landing for those who go
out of business.
One of the main parts of the agreement
with retailers would allow liquor stores to
open on Sundays as soon as the governor
signs the legislation into law, well ahead of
the Jan. 1, 2019, starting date for grocers to
sell wine on Sundays.
The measure also sets a 10 percent
minimum markup for liquor, removes a
requirement that liquor stores sell their
products back to wholesalers if they liquidate, enabling them to sell to consumers
at a discounted rate, and puts a three-year
moratorium on statewide liquor store
licenses. Such a move is designed make
existing liquor licenses more valuable,
enabling store owners to sell them if they
decide to go out of business, Ketron said.
He won passage of the legislation despite opposition from state Sen. Lee Harris,
who argued mom-and-pop liquor store
owners will be hurt by big business.
“They will go out of business because
they have some reliance on the stability of
our law,” said Harris, a Memphis Democrat.
He added, “Now we are openly contemplating putting them out of business.”
Seven-day sales for grocery stores will
force small businesses, most of which have

only four employees, to open on Sunday
in order to compete, raising their payroll,
Harris pointed out. Worst of all, though,
they will lose their Sundays.
“I am worried about these small (business) men and women who used to have
their Sunday set aside for faith and family,”
Harris said.

After the vote, Rob Ikard, president of
the Tennessee Grocers & Convenience
Store Association, said Sunday has

become the biggest shopping day of the
week for families. He agreed with Ketron
that the bill contained a number of
concessions to the liquor store industry,
making it fairer for businesses while
meeting consumer needs.
“They want to buy wine when they buy
their food, just like they can buy it where
they buy their food,” he said.
On the other hand, Memphis retailer
Ryan Gill of Doc’s Wine, Spirits & More
contends independent retailers are going
to be hurt by the seven-day sales measure.
“While we’ve spent the last two years
finding ways to make the customers experience better at Doc’s than at Kroger or
Whole Foods, there’s still one thing that we
can’t fight, which is convenience,” he said
in an email.
Since Sundays have become grocery
stores’ single biggest sales day, liquor stores
will lose even more customers to “convenience,” he said.
Doc’s was a new store when the Legislature passed the bill allowing wine to be
sold in grocery stores, meaning it came in
under the new rules. Other retailers across
the state, though, “took such a large hit that
they’re just now beginning to recover. If

Sunday sales has even half of the negative
impact that the (wine in grocery stores) bill
did on independent retailers, I fear it will
be the straw that broke the camel’s back
in many cases,” Gill said.
Independent retailers such as Gill aren’t
the only ones upset about the legislation.
In spite of Ketron’s biblical argument,
the Tennessee Pastors Network issued a
statement calling approval of the measure
“despicable.”
“The Bible Belt state of Tennessee had
enjoyed a safe, sacred day of worship with
liquor stores being closed on Sunday,” said
Pastor Dale Walker, president of the organization. “This will now change radically.
The Republican supermajority in Tennessee has become the party of ‘Big Liquor,’
passing beer, wine and liquor sales in many
new venues, including rural areas, for the
first time.”
Walker claims families and church vans
will be in even greater danger on roads
each Sunday.
“The politicians who voted against
this bill will have clean hands and a clear
conscience,” Walker said. “The other politicians who voted for it will have the blood
of the innocent on their hands, with a trail
of misery that always follows alcohol and
wicked liquor.”
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based reporter covering the Legislature for the Nashville Ledger and Memphis Daily News. He
can be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

G OV E R N M E N T

City Council Grants Historic Overlay Status to Cooper-Young
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis City Council
members gave final approval
Tuesday, April 10, to a historical overlay district for CooperYoung – the first historic district status granted by the city
in 20 years.
But the 7-3 vote on third
and final reading will require
approval of a companion ordinance further defining what
can and cannot be built there or
how properties can be changed
so the local Landmarks Commission can properly enforce
terms of the overlay district.
That companion ordinance
was an amendment brought
forth by council member Kemp

Conrad. Creating that companion ordinance more specifically
defining standards in the overlay could take months, but Josh
Whitehead, planning director
for the Memphis-Shelby County Office of Planning and Development, said under terms
of a recent Tennessee Supreme
Court ruling the Landmarks
Commission will make decisions about those standards in
the interim.
Conrad saw deficiencies
in the ordinance, although he
agreed with the general need.
“This is a major policy decision,” he said. “There are a
couple more of these in the
pipeline.”
After the extended debate,
the council also approved on
the first of three readings a

historic overlay district for the
Crosstown area.
The council heard from
homeowners and some small
business owners in CooperYoung who cited recent infill
projects in the area.
Robert Hatfield of the Cooper-Young Community Association showed pictures of one
infill project – small, narrow
homes with no front porch and
an attached garage.
“This is drastically changing the built environment in
Cooper-Young,” he said.
Conrad’s problem was with
definitions that would allow a
developer and homebuilder
“pretty narrow” conditions
under which they could demolish an existing building and
without “a middle ground” on

that and other standards.
He and other council members cited multiple architectural styles in Cooper-Young
as possibly leading to arbitrary
decisions by the Landmarks
Commission, with the only appeal being to Chancery Court.
Council member Martavius
Jones served notice he will likely be pushing for the council
to hear those appeals, short of
going to court in the follow-up
just as the council does in other
development cases from other
bodies.
He cited “regular taxpayers” forced to spend more
money on going to court to
contest a ruling by the Landmarks Commission – a body
that is not elected.
Council member Jamita

Swearengen, whose district
includes Cooper-Young, saw
things differently.
“It amazes me how we, as
public servants, some of us
focus on developers and some
of us focus a great deal on constituents. … The developers
don’t elect us,” Swearengen
said.
Council member Frank
Colvett said he understood the
desire for the district status,
calling the attached garages of
some of the infill construction
“an abomination.”
But he also felt there was
a need for more specific standards for decisions the Landmarks Commission will make
to enforce the standard.
council continued on P32
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MEMPHIS SPORTS

When a Memphis Sports Entity
Succeeds, Everyone Wins

Penny Hardaway, new head coach for the University of Memphis men's basketball team, threw the first pitch for the Memphis
Redbirds' home opener this season on Tuesday night, April 10.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

On the occasion of the home opener for
the reigning Pacific Coast League champion Memphis Redbirds at AutoZone Park,
new Memphis basketball coach Penny
Hardaway was given the honor of throwing
out the first pitch. Predictably, he received
a standing ovation just for walking out to
the pitching mound.
Wearing a University of Memphis cap
and a Redbirds jersey with “Penny” on the
back and bearing the number 01, he threw
what looked like a change-up that catcher
Carson Kelly caught on a short hop; everybody, it seems, wants to help out the new
Tigers coach.
Then Penny shook hands with Redbirds
owner Peter Freund and team president
Craig Unger. He received well-wishes from
Redbirds manager Stubby Clapp, who
knows a thing or two about winning here.
As Penny made his way up the tunnel
behind home plate, fans clamored for
autographs and he stopped and signed a
few. An older man told Penny to be sure
and play the Pro-Am at this year’s FedEx

St. Jude Classic.
“Oh, for sure,” Penny said with a grin.
A young man wearing a Kolten Wong
jersey handed Penny his cell phone and
got him to take a selfie of the two of them
and then said what all of Memphis has been
saying: “Thanks, Coach!”
So, yes, at the ballpark, it was again
clear that the hiring of Penny Hardaway
was a home run.
It is also clear that these are good days
on the Memphis sports scene. They are
days that shouldn’t be taken for granted.
“You have to celebrate the times that
things are really good,” said Unger, holding up the PCL title as Exhibit A. “Because
sometimes when it goes low, the drought
can be long. Ask the Cubs. I joke, but you
think about the generations and the people
that never experienced (winning a World
Series) like they did a couple of years ago.”
What lies ahead for the Memphis sports
scene? In one word: hope.
And it’s not just Penny and the promise
of Memphis basketball being restored to a
place of pride. The local sports landscape is
dotted with all kinds of good news.
The Grizzlies didn’t win a lot of games
this season, but it was a victory when Rob-

ert Pera recently announced he will retain
controlling interest in the team. No, it
doesn’t guarantee the Grizzlies never leave
the city; in fact, Pera owns a Seattle condo
if you want to work yourself into a tizzy.
But Pera’s decision would seem to provide
some short-term security given that in an
email to season ticket holders he said: “I am
committed to Memphis as an NBA market
and as home of the Grizzlies.”
Pera is commonly referred to as an
absentee owner. But his decision to retain
controlling interest in the team says more
than how many games he attends at FedExForum or how many interviews he grants
to local media.
Remember, too, he spent to keep Marc
Gasol and Mike Conley and on a free agent
everyone hoped would make a difference
– the blame for that free agent being a
compromised Chandler Parsons lands on
the basketball people, not the guy writing
the checks.
So Pera saying he remains dedicated
to building a successful franchise ahead
of the Grizzlies getting a high lottery pick
and Gasol and Conley presumably having
a couple of good years left in the tank, that
offers hope that next season could be a lot

better than this season.
Meantime, while the city’s basketball
entities try to raise their respective games,
Mike Norvell has kept football going at the
U of M. Four straight bowl trips for the Tigers, two under Norvell, and there is every
expectation the Tigers will be good again
even without wide receiver Anthony Miller
and quarterback Riley Ferguson.
Tiger Lane and the Liberty Bowl are
game-day destinations. Just a few short
years ago, this seemed impossible. Then,
for a moment, as basketball struggled it
seemed like Memphis football was carrying
the ball for the local sports fan.
“Other than Tiger football, we really
haven’t had a lot to brag about around
here lately,” Hardaway told The Daily News
before throwing out that first pitch. “I’m
happy that Tiger football has represented
the city really well, but with everything
that’s going on with my hiring, and Rob
keeping the franchise here, and the World
Golf Championships, now it’s all positive
for our city.”
Yes, there was also big golf news this
week as the PGA Tour called a press conference to make it official: Beginning in 2019,
Memphis is getting a World Golf Championships event. The WGC is only one step
below the Grand Slam tournaments, which
means it draws an elite field. Which means
for the first time, Tiger Woods might come
play a tournament in Memphis.
While AutoZone Park had all the sights
and sounds of baseball on opening night,
including Freund raising the PCL championship flag in center field, 2019 also will
feature the debut of his United Soccer
League franchise playing here. The local
sports market is growing after taking a hit
when the pro tennis tournament left town
and attendance at Tiger basketball games
plummeted to a 48-year low.
Sports offers no guarantees (that’s why
Las Vegas does well running the sports
books), but we’ve seen what sports has
meant to Memphis, especially with the support of dedicated sponsors such as FedEx
and AutoZone.
It raises the city to a higher place and
lifts our collective spirits. That’s why Unger
long has espoused the theory that as far
as the local sports market goes, “a rising
tide lifts all ships.” And championships,
to the extent that can be, are community
property.
Hardaway agrees.
“That’s what I want to see,” Penny said.
“I want to see the success from every area,
from professional sports to college, everyone be successful at one time.
“That’s what our city deserves.”
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Grizzlies' Last Loss, and Westbrook's Lesson
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX

The last game of a season is like the last
chapter of a book. You need it, even if it’s
not very good and you already know how
things turn out.
So on Wednesday, April 11, with the
Grizzlies playing their final game of this
wretched season at Oklahoma City and
Pete Pranica and Brevin Knight on the call
via Fox Sports Southeast, I tuned in.
I will admit to sampling a Memphisbrewed IPA – in moderation, of course – as
I watched. I will admit to R-rated language
when Ben McLemore did something stupid, like fouling Paul George from beyond
the arc or hurling a 3-pointer early in the
shot clock in the general direction of the
basket.
But my big admission, the one I need
you to understand, is this:
I love watching Russell Westbrook play.

I no longer can hold against him his divalike expressions or the fact that in better
times he was matched up against the Grizzlies’ Mike Conley – the anti-diva.
On this night Westbrook needed 16 rebounds against the Grizzlies to become the
first NBA player to average a triple-double
in two straight seasons. So he tailored his
game to the task at hand. He grabbed a
career-high 20 rebounds and handed out
19 assists. He scored but six points and still
dominated.
Afterward, when the Grizzlies had lost
137-123 to finish the season 22-60, interim
coach J.B. Bickerstaff said exactly what I
was thinking: “His numbers help them win.
They’re not meaningless numbers.”
As Bickerstaff noted, Westbrook plays
with a “burning fire.” In this age of NBA
players getting more prescribed rest in their
primes than any of our grandfathers got in
their lifetimes, Westbrook is, more than
anything else, refreshing.
He also makes me want to ask
McLemore and sleepy Deyonta Davis this
question: If playing hard every possession
is good enough for Russell Westbrook, why
the hell (OK, that’s the IPA talking) can’t
you do it at least every other possession?

This is why Memphis rookie Dillon
Brooks has become the most fun player to
watch. Conley’s hurt. Chandler Parsons is
hurt (of course). Marc Gasol was wisely sat
down for the last game and a bunch of other
guys were ailing or tending to personal
business (Tyreke Evans). So the Grizzlies
become Dillon Brooks and whoever else
plays on a given night.
On this night, he went for a career-high
36 points – the most ever by a Grizzlies
rookie in the Memphis era. He also played
all 82 games, or 12 more games than the
Grizzlies have gotten from Parsons the last
two years combined.
So while the Thunder’s Paul George
was scoring 40 points and Steven Adams
was taking advantage of Gasol’s absence
to have his way around the basket, I was
looking for hopeful signs.
Obviously, Dillon Brooks led this category. But rookie Ivan Rabb plays hard,
too, and in the second quarter he had a very
nice up-and-under move for a two-hand
dunk. The guy just acts like he appreciates
being on an NBA court. That’s a start.
Omari Johnson, who spent most of
the season with the G League’s Memphis
Hustle, has a nice shooting stroke and hit

3-of-5 from deep at OKC. Might he take on
a Troy Daniels-type role next season?
And MarShon Brooks, who did so well
with his 10-day contract that the Grizzlies
signed him to a multi-year deal, could possibly turn out to be a more-under-control
version of the instant offense that Lance
Stephenson once provided.
I get that it was a rough year. The
Grizzlies’ string of seven straight playoff
appearances ended. The next meaningful
date is May 15, night of the Draft Lottery,
and then on June 21 the 2018 NBA Draft.
Both those events will shape the Grizzlies’
future.
But it was comforting to watch the last
game and feel like, despite the record, there
are some potentially useful pieces on this
team to put around Gasol and Conley.
And it was nice to be reminded in this
post-Grit & Grind era – courtesy of Russell
Westbrook and Dillon Brooks – that playing
hard still matters and will always matter.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly in
The Daily News and The Memphis News.
Listen to Wade on “Middays with Greg &
Eli” every Tuesday at noon on Sports 56
AM and 87.7 FM.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES

PROFESSIONAL GOLF

Pera Remains Majority
Owner of Grizzlies

Memphis New Home For
World Golf Championships

DON WADE

DON WADE

dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Robert Pera will keep a controlling interest in the Memphis
Grizzlies. Pera informed Grizzlies MVP season ticket holders of
his decision in an email Monday
night and the team subsequently
distributed a short press release
announcing Pera’s decision but
offering no details, except to say
that Pera also had notified the
NBA.
A decision had been expected
to come this spring after limited
partners Steve Kaplan and Daniel
Straus had triggered a “buy-sell”
process which forced to Pera to
commit to buying their shares
at a valuation price the limited
partners set, or for Pera to sell his
shares at that valuation price.

Monday night, details about
the agreement were not available.
In 2012, a Pera-led group purchased the Grizzlies from former
owner Michael Heisley, who died
in April 2014, for $377 million.
Forbes recent ly va lued t he
Grizzlies at around $1 billion.
In t he email to V IP season
ticket holders, Pera said he was
committed to Memphis as an NBA
market and that he realized this
season had been “trying” for fans.
The final game of the Grizzlies
2017-2018 season is Wednesday,
April 11, at Oklahoma City.
By virtue of their disappointing results in the win-loss column, the Grizzlies w ill f inish
with the second worst record in
the NBA, but are poised to get no
worse than the fifth lottery pick
in the NBA Draft, with a good
chance to pick higher than fifth.

dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Beginning in 2019, the annual PGA
Tour stop in Memphis will be a World
Golf Championships event, which falls
just under the four Grand Slam tournaments in stature and draws the world's
best golfers.
The announcement came Thursday, April 12, at the FedEx Event Center
at Shelby Farms.
“The World Golf ChampionshipsFedEx St. Jude Invitational is a significant milestone not only for FedEx and
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital,
but also the larger Memphis community,” said Patrick Fitzgerald, senior vice
president of Integrated Marketing and
Communications for FedEx. “We are

proud to continue our title sponsorship
to benefit St. Jude, and we look forward
to the many opportunities and positive
economic impact a World Golf Championships event will bring to the city.”
The Tour is thrilled FedEx has
signed on as the title sponsor of the
World Golf Championships event,Tour
Commissioner Jay Monahan said, adding that it "carries one of the most impactful charitable stories on the PGA
Tour."
Memphis joins the three other
WGC events in Shanghai, China (HSBC
Champions), Austin, Texas (Dell Technologies Match Play) and Mexico City
(Mexico Championship).
It replaces The Bridgestone Invitational WGC event in Akron, Ohio,
which is held late in the golf season in
early August.
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T E N N ESS E E VO L S

Jeremy Pruitt Brings Fresh, Quieter
Approach to Volunteers' Practice

New Tennessee head coach Jeremy Pruitt and New Orleans running back Alvin Kamara, a former Vol,
visit during spring practice on Haslam Field.
(Kyle Zedaker | Tennessee Athletics/UTsports.com)

DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

I find the culture shift of Tennessee football under new head
coach Jeremy Pruitt this spring to
be refreshing.
To better appreciate Pruitt’s
no-nonsense approach, I went
back to the first spring practices of
Pruitt’s three predecessors. Butch
Jones made his spring debut in
2013, Derek Dooley in 2010 and
Lane Kiffin in 2009.
Boy, were they different from
Pruitt.
Pruitt has turned off the blaring music Jones played during
practices. Pruitt doesn’t bark
into a microphone like Jones did,
either.
Nor has Pruitt mentioned
individual players and their performances, at least not through
the first three weeks of practices
and after last Saturday’s first fullscale scrimmage. Media was allowed to watch one session lasting
about eight minutes of the first
scrimmage, and no statistics were
provided from the scrimmage.
And when Pruitt finally made
three Vols available to the media April 3, they followed their

coach’s lead when asked about
their teammates. They dodged
the questions.
“I can’t speak on individuals,” junior safety Nigel Warrior
said when asked about defensive
backs Tyler Byrd and Carlin Filsaime. “You can ask Coach Pruitt
on how he feels. I’m here to play
football, man.”
It’s clear the route Pruitt is
taking. He’s going old school. The
former Alabama defensive coordinator and secondary coach made
it clear when asked about turning
off the music during practices.
“I don’t think they play music
during football games, or I hadn’t
ever heard it,” Pruitt pointed out.
“Maybe they do. … We already
only have 20 hours during the
week that we can coach them, so
I darn sure don’t want music out
there, where they can’t hear what
I’m saying.”
Junior linebacker Quart’e
Sapp says the missing music is
only one sign of change.
“I feel like it’s a little culture
shift,” Sapp added. “Everyone
reacts to change a little bit different, but I feel like for the most
part, everyone is reacting to it in
a good manner.”
This year’s DISH Orange and

White game is set for April 21 at
2 p.m. EDT and will be played
using standard scoring and rules.
Admission and parking are free.
Gates open at 12:30, and the traditional game-day Vol Walk will
be at 12:55.
“I want to create a game-like
situation to see who the competitors are,” Pruitt says.
Here’s a look at the first spring
practices of Pruitt’s three predecessors:
BUTCH JONES, SPRING 2013
It didn’t take long for Jones –
who had successful head coaching runs at Central Michigan
and Cincinnati before coming to
Knoxville – to start yelling orders
through his mic during spring
practices.
Jones was asked about the
mic after the Vols’ first spring
scrimmage, April 6, 2013, but the
answer was vague.
“Big,” he said. “It is a culture,
and it is an expectation. Our margin of error with this football team
is very slim. You all see it. We all
know. We could be a good football team but our margin of error
is extremely small. It is limited.
So we can’t have turnovers. We
can’t have penalties. Our players

understand that. Every time out is
a teaching moment.”
Jones spent spring of 2013
searching for a starting quarterback, a competition between
junior Justin Worley, redshirt
freshman Nathan Peterman and
true freshman Joshua Dobbs.
“They better have a sense
of urgency,” Jones said of the
quarterbacks. “If they don’t, they
should have it after today, and I
can promise you they will have it
on Monday.”
Jones singled out Alton “Pig”
Howard when asked about the
team’s top playmakers.
“I think that Alton Howard
could be a playmaker for us but
he has to get himself in much
better shape, not only physically
but also mentally,” Jones explain.
“I also think Jason Croom is coming along. We still have a long way
to go.”
By the April 20 Orange and
White game, Tennessee fans were
all in on Jones, whose marketing
mind was already at work four
months into his job as the Vols’
coach.
Vol Nation showed up for the
game, 61,076 strong, with 25,000
at Fan Appreciation Day, where
Jones and his players signed
autographs. The Orange team
(defense) beat the White team
(offense) 85-71 in a controlled
scrimmage with a complex scoring system.
Former UT running back
Arian Foster, then a Pro Bowl
running back with the Houston
Texans, acted as disc jockey on
the sideline for the spring game,
working a turntable, bobbing his
head and scratching records over
a PA system.
Worley was the starting quarterback for the offense and completed 8 of 18 passes for 123 yards
with a touchdown and interception. Peterman was 9 of 23 for 98
yards without a TD or pick. There
were no statistics for Dobbs.
Alden Hill was the leading
rusher with 101 yards on 18 carries.
“Today’s performance summarizes his spring,” Jones said of
Hill. “He has been a great surprise.
Does he still have a long way to
go? Yes. Did he leave some yards

out there? Yes. But, he has been
an individual who has had great
consistency in his performance.
He comes with the mentality to
get better each and every day.
He has to become much more
physical.”
Jones declared the spring
game a rousing success when
asked if a message was sent.
Worley earned the starting job
in fall camp, starting seven of the
first eight games before suffering
a thumb injury that required surgery on Oct. 29, 2013. He threw for
1,239 yards with 10 touchdowns
and eight interceptions, completing 55.6 percent of his passes.
Peterman played backup duty
the first three games, and in the
fourth game of the season got his
first start against Florida but suffered a broken hand. He didn’t
play again in 2013.
Dobbs was announced as
UT’s starter the day Worley had
surgery and started the last four
games. He completed 59.5 percent of his passes for 695 yards
with two TDs and five interceptions. Dobbs was the backup to
Worley for the first seven games
of 2014 before Worley suffered
a career-ending torn labrum.
Dobbs was a standout starter in
2015 and ’16, and just completed
his rookie season with the Pittsburgh Steelers.
Peterman transferred to Pittsburgh for his last two seasons of
college ball (2015-16) and played
his rookie season with the Buffalo
Bills in 2017.
Tennessee went 5-7 and 2-6 in
the SEC in 2013. Jones was fired
with two games left in the 2017
season when the Vols finished 4-8,
0-8 in the SEC.
DEREK DOOLEY, SPRING 2010
Dooley, coming off a 4-8 season as head coach at Louisiana
Tech in 2009, was hired as Tennessee’s coach on Jan. 15, 2010,
after Lane Kiffin’s sudden exit for
USC three days earlier.
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in the Knoxville area.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

3rd Annual RegionSmart Summit Will
Challenge Leaders on Where to Invest
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

More than 300 government,
economic development and community leaders will gather at the
third annual RegionSmart Summit this month to discuss the MidSouth’s biggest planning issues.
Hosted by the Mid-South
Mayors’ Council and the Urban
Land Institute’s local affiliate,
ULI Memphis, the April 26 summit at the Halloran Centre for
Performing Arts & Education will
tackle topics such as the future of
workforce development, transportation and land use.
This year’s featured speakers
include Ed McMahon, senior
fellow with the Urban Land Institute in Washington, D.C.; Lynn
Ross, founder and principal of
Spirit for Change Consulting
LLC, a boutique consulting firm
dedicated to creative solutions for
evolving places and people serving the common good; and John
Hope Bryant, founder, chairman

and CEO of the financial literacy
nonprofit Operation HOPE Inc.,
and chairman and CEO of Bryant
Group Ventures and The Promise
Homes Co.
During his speech, McMahon
will discuss strategies for successful economic development.
“Primarily what I’m going to
be talking about is how the economic development model has
changed and how Memphis can
take advantage of the new model,
while focusing on its existing assets,” McMahon said.
One of the things he plans to
stress relates to a subject Memphians are pretty aware of: the
national bid for Amazon’s second
headquarters.
“For most American cities,
successful economic development today is not about the one
big thing,” McMahon said. “And
if it is, you’re giving away the store
to get it. New Jersey, for example,
has offered $7 billion to Amazon.”
Instead of the home-run strategy, McMahon said, he’s going to
focus on several key imperatives,

including how to attract and
retain talent, the importance of
connectivity and the power of
authentic place-making.
“Too many cities try to copy
what somebody else does,” he
said. “If you can’t differentiate
your city from any other city, you
simply have no competitive advantage in a world where people
can move anywhere they want,
and that sameness is a minus,
not a plus.”
He cited Austin, Texas, and
the “Keep Austin Weird” mantra that’s helped it become the
fastest-growing city in the county.
“It’s not just a funny slogan,
it’s an economic imperative,”
he said. “Community character
really matters in the world we live
in today.”
He pointed to National Association of Realtors data that
suggest investors increasingly are
seeking locations based on the
quality of place rather than the
utility of that location.
“It’s not about what Memphis
doesn’t have, it’s about what

REGIONSMART:
THE 2018 REGIONAL
STRATEGY SUMMIT
Powered by the Mid-South
Mayors’ Council
Convened by ULI Memphis
THURSDAY, APRIL 26
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Halloran Centre for Performing
Arts & Education
203 S. Main St.
Registration: $125
(includes lunch)
Visit regionsmart.org for details.

Memphis does have,” McMahon
said. “Quality of life, which used
to be totally unimportant in economic development, is critical
today, and I would suggest that the
key infrastructure investment for
most American cities today is not
roads, it is education.”
Additionally, he said many
cities rely too heavily on subsidies

and tax breaks for corporations.
“Businesses leave or threaten
to leave after their subsidies run
out," he said. "It’s putting all of
your eggs in one or two baskets,
and the taxpayers end up subsidizing big business.”
Instead, McMahon said, communities should consider investing in themselves.
“Let’s think about another
strategy, which might be doing everything you can to make
Memphis a great place to live, and
to work on developing a skilled
workforce, which would create
lasting assets that would pay dividends long into the future beyond
the initial investment,” he said.
On a local level, he added that
Memphis, like a lot of Southern
cities, could learn to just say no
more often.
“Particularly in the South, one
of the biggest impediments to better development is fear of saying
no to anything, and one of things
we learn (is) if you’re afraid to say
no to anything, you’ll get the worst
of everything,” he said.

H E A LT H CA R E

UT Health Science Center's Statewide
Clinical Trials Effort Gets Underway
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

When Dr. Steven Goodman, vice
chancellor for research at the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center, arrived
at the college more than two years ago, his
ambition was to launch a statewide clinical
trials network.
That idea has now become a reality, with the creation of the Clinical Trials
Network of Tennessee that’s operating as
a separate, 501(c)(3) subsidiary of the university’s research foundation. Goodman
and his team took the idea – for the creation
of what’s being called CTN2, for short – to
the foundation’s board of directors in December, where they secured unanimous
approval.
The UT board of trustees then committed $3 million to the effort and on March
23 agreed to release the first-year funds to

the research foundation, which in turn will
fund CTN2.
In an interview with The Daily News,
Goodman said he’s excited about the effort
because it serves two major goals.
“The most exciting part of this is that
the reason we do research – basic research
and translational research at UTHSC – is
that the end results are products, whether
they’re better drugs or better devices, that
can be used to improve the health of Tennesseans. For me, that is the fundamental,
most exciting part about this.
“The other exciting part is that we’re
trying to grow research at UTHSC, which
means growing grants and contracts. And
CTN2 is going to be a major mechanism
for growing grants and contracts at the
university.”
The network was created, according to
the university, to enable its clinical research
faculty to design and conduct statewide
clinical trials that help advance new drugs

and medical devices. The effort was put
into a clearinghouse that’s separate from
the university so that CTN2 can help cut
down on administrative functions and
provide a more streamlined budgeting
and contracting process for what will be a
multi-institution initiative.
An effort that’s linked to the creation of
CTN2 is the development of a data warehouse for all CTN2-partnering medical center patients. Work is already underway on
that effort, according to Dr. Robert Davis,
Governor’s Chair in the UTHSC-Oak Ridge
National Laboratory Center in Biomedical
Informatics and professor in the Department of Pediatrics.
He also serves as lead curator for research for the Enterprise Data Warehouse.
Through it, Davis said, “UT researchers will
have access to more patient data than ever
before, allowing for project collaboration
and the development of products and solutions for patients and our community, no

matter their physical location.”
CTN2’s leadership includes Phil Cestaro, president and CEO of TriMetis Life
Sciences and UTHSC’s new associate
vice chancellor for research and business
development. He’ll serve as the venture’s
executive director responsible for the
overall leadership of CTN2, including
overseeing the budget and the procurement of new clinical trial projects, among
other activities.
Dr. Ari VanderWalde will serve as
CTN2’s medical director.
“On March 23, the board of trustees
approved the first million dollars out of $3
million to transfer from UT to the research
foundation to CTN2,” Goodman said.
“There’s an agreement between CTN2 and
the research foundation, which I’ve already
signed. I’m expecting that by late May, we’ll
already be taking in our first clinical trials
through CTN2. And then we’ll really be on
our way.”
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Three Incumbents Unopposed At
August Primary Ballot Deadline
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Three incumbent Democratic state
House members in the Shelby County
delegation to the Tennessee Legislature
were effectively re-elected Thursday, April
5, at the noon deadline for candidates in
the Aug. 2 state and federal primaries to
file their qualifying petitions.
Democrats Joe Towns, Karen Camper
and Larry Miller had no opposition in
the August Democratic or Republican
primaries.
Meanwhile, Democrats have fielded
challengers for every Republican incumbent in the Shelby delegation to Nashville.
The Shelby County Election Commission was still verifying signatures on the
qualifying petitions into Friday. And every
candidate who made the Thursday filing
deadline has another week to withdraw if
they wish before the Election Commission
sets the ballot for August.
The Thursday filing deadline also applied to the two statewide races this year
for governor and U.S. Senate. The Tennessee Secretary of State’s office was verifying
signatures on those petitions into Friday
as well.
There were no major changes in either
of those races. A total of 47 citizens filed to
run for governor – seven Republicans and
five Democrats in the August statewide
primary and another 35 independent
candidates who advance to the November
general election.
The five major Republican contenders
who have so far mounted a statewide campaign are U.S. Rep. Diane Black, former
Tennessee Economic and Community
Development commissioner Randy Boyd,
state House speaker Beth Harwell, Franklin
business owner Bill Lee and Johnson City
Realtor Kay White.
The two major Democratic contenders
by the same standards are former Nashville mayor Karl Dean and state Rep. Craig
Fitzhugh of Ripley.
The U.S. Senate race had 20 contenders at the deadline – 10 Republicans, three
Democrats and another seven independent candidates who automatically advance to the November general election.
The race among major contenders who
have so far mounted a statewide campaign
for the seat Republican Bob Corker is leaving has quickly narrowed to former Democratic Tennessee Gov. Phil Bredesen and
Republican U.S. Rep. Marsha Blackburn.
In the races for the two congressional
seats that cover Shelby County, Democratic U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen of the 9th
District has three challengers in the August
Democratic primary, perennial candidates
Isaac Richmond and M Latroy Williams
and newcomer Kasandra L. Smith. Republican Charlotte Bergman, who was
Cohen’s Republican challenger in 2010, is
unopposed in her primary.

In the 8th District where
Republican incumbent David Kustoff of Germantown is
seeking a second term, he has
opposition in the August primary from former county commissioner George Flinn and
Colleen Owens of Jackson. The
district covers 15 counties in
West Tennessee including part
of Shelby County. The Democratic primary is between John
Boatner of Memphis and Erica
Stotts Pearson of Cordova.
In the Tennessee Legislature races for districts covering Shelby County, three state
House races advanced to a
showdown between Republican incumbents with no opposition in the August primary
and Democratic challengers
also with no opposition in
August.
• In state House District 95,
Republican incumbent Kevin
Vaughan is unopposed in his
primary. So is Democratic chal-

lenger Sanjeev Memula.
• That’s also the case in
state House District 97 where
Republican incumbent Jim
Coley meets Democratic challenger Allan Creasy in November.
• State House District 99
Republican incumbent Ron
Lollar faces Democratic challenger David Cambron in November.
Six state House races will
be decided with the August
Democratic primary.
They are:
• District 85: The seat Democrat Johnnie Turner is giving
up. The primary is among Ricky
Dixon, Brett N. Williams, Jesse
Chism and Lynette P. Williams.
• District 86: The race is
among incumbent Barbara
Cooper and challengers Amber
Huett-Garcia and Jesse K. Jeff.
• District 90: Incumbent
John DeBerry faces challenger
Torrey Harris.

• District 91: The seat Democrat Raumesh Akbari is leaving to run for state Senate. London Lamar, Juliette Eskridge
and Doris Deberry Bradshaw
are battling in the primary for
one of the three open seats in
the Shelby County delegation.
• District 93: Incumbent
GA Hardaway faces challenger
Eddie M. Neal.
• District 98: Incumbent
Antonio Parkinson has opposition from challenger Johnnie
Hatten.
• In the race for state Senate District 33: Incumbent
Reginald Tate faces challenger
Katrina Robinson.
The noon Thursday deadline also applied for contenders in the county nonpartisan
races on the August ballot.
Tim Francavilla wins a full
term as Bartlett Municipal
Judge Division 1 by virtue of
having no opposition on the

August ballot. He won the
position in an election two
years ago.
Four of the nine Shelby
County Schools board seats
are on the ballot in August in
nonpartisan races.
All four incumbents are
seeking re-election and all are
opposed.
Incumbents Shante
Avant, Mike Kernell and Chris
Caldwell each have three challengers. Billy Orgel faces a
challenge from Jerry Alan Cunningham.
Independent candidates
who join the winners of the
May county primaries on the
August county general election ballot at the deadline are
Katherine Culverhouse in the
Assessor's race, Vontyna Durham in County Commission
District 10, Jennings Bernard
in the race for Probate Court
Clerk and Lady J. Swift in the
race for Register.

G OV E R N M E N T

Luttrell: County Pre-K Funding
Source Likely to Differ From City’s
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell
probably won’t follow the city’s blueprint for funding universal prekindergarten in Shelby County.
“I think the funding plan we will
be bringing forward will be even more
attractive to you than what the city is
offering,” Luttrell told Shelby County
commissioners Wednesday, April 11,
during committee sessions.
“The city is working off existing
PILOTs,” he said, referring to paymentin-lieu-of-taxes agreements – city and
county property tax abatements as
incentives for economic development
projects. “What we have in mind is
a little bit more progressive on the
county’s part.”
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland is
proposing that the city fund $6 million
toward a goal of 8,500 prekindergarten

seats countywide, up from the current
7,500. The increase in city property
tax revenue the city gets when PILOTs
expire and the property owners begin
paying full taxes on their properties
would go into a pre-K city fund. Revenue from 1 cent on the current city
property tax rate also would go into
the fund.
It would take five fiscal years for the
tax increment from the PILOT expirations to ramp up to produce $6 million
in revenue. In the interim, the city
would put up $3 million in one-time
money from city reserves to make up
the difference along with the revenue
from the penny on the tax rate.
The fund to hold the city money
and the funding measure are making
their way through the Memphis City
Council – each part passing Tuesday
on the second of three readings.
“We’re not looking to put any penny of our tax rate toward this,” county
chief administrative officer Harvey

Kennedy told commissioners. “Our
position is a significant funding issue
like this needs to be addressed with
the overall budget requirement … not
in isolation but in the overall context
of the budget.”
Kennedy said using tax revenue
from PILOT roll-offs is a common
method for funding parking garages
through the Downtown Memphis
Commission. It’s also predictable,
with a list of projects financed with
PILOTs and the dates those tax abatements end.
Other options being considered,
according to Kennedy, are using money from the $18 million to $25 million
budget surplus the administration is
forecasting for the current fiscal year,
which ends June 30.
He also talked of an “alternative
funding source.”
“There is a possibility looming out
luttrell continued on P32
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harmful to children. Education and
prevention is key. We have slowed the
growth of meth somewhat with roadblocks at our pharmacies, but more
must be done, as law enforcement is
being overwhelmed.
Gun violence is increasing. Not
only are mass shootings on the rise–
which have driven our children into
the streets in protest–but the numbers
of gun crimes occurring in our state
have increased as well. According to the
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, gun
crimes have increased 25 percent in the
past 4 years. More firearms are being
stolen and those guns are being used to
commit crimes. We are also seeing an
increase in gun crimes being committed by and against our young people. As
governor I will work with law enforcement to make sure illegal, unlicensed
guns are off our streets.

U.S. SENATE CANDIDATES
Marsha Blackburn,
Republican
Public safety is
one of government’s
foremost responsibilities, and it requires the federal,
state, and local government to work BLACKBURN
hand in hand. In
Tennessee, we are blessed with an exceptional law enforcement community.
In meeting with and listening to them,
they expressed their concern with not
only with opioids but also with the resurgence of meth, heroin and cocaine
in our communities.
As a mother and friend, I am gravely
concerned about the opioid crisis. In
Tennessee alone, at least three people
die from an opioid-related overdose
each day, and that does not include the
Tennesseans who have had their lives
destroyed by addiction.
I have long worked to fight the opioid epidemic and other drug abuse, including the rise of methamphetamine
use. In the State Senate, I fought for
drug courts and treatment programs
and partnered with law enforcement
and prosecutors to ensure they had
the necessary tools. In Congress, I supported the Comprehensive Addiction
and Recovery Act and the 21st Century
Cures Act; both bills took major steps
to combat the opioid epidemic by supporting prevention, treatment, and recovery programs that proved effective.
Last month, I introduced the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act
2.0 to further strengthen the federal
government’s response, by increasing
civil and criminal penalties for bad actors and authorizing vital funding. I will
continue to work towards a systemic
solution that involves tougher penalties
on the distribution of illicit opioids and
engages the community in prevention
and recovery efforts.
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Additionally, we are working to
prevent horrific attacks involving gun
violence. I recently participated in a bipartisan discussion at the White House,
where I raised concerns that Tennesseans had brought to me about our mental
health system and violence in our culture. I know we can protect our citizens
in public spaces, while safeguarding our
Second Amendment rights, and I am
committed to that goal.
Philip Bredesen,
Democrat
Opioid Crisis Rx: Personal
Responsibility
It’s no secret that
we have an opioid
crisis in Tennessee, and there is no BREDESEN
shortage of recommendations to address it. Most of
them include the word “billions”: billions of dollars for research, billions for
mental health services, billions for law
enforcement.
But there’s another approach that
costs little and is far more humane:
stem the flow on the front end by
demanding more personal responsibility from everyone involved in
getting these pills into Tennessee medicine cabinets.
America is an outlier among nations
in the volume of opioids that are legally
prescribed: we consume legal opioids at
30 times the rate that the Japanese do,
for example. Tennessee is an outlier in
America: we have the third highest legal
opioid use of any state.
Here’s the thing: Tennessee is
awash in opioids, and these are not illegal drugs from Mexico or China being pushed by some shady drug dealer.
Every one of these pills was manufactured by a legal, regulated pharmaceutical laboratory. And every one
of them was prescribed by a physician who is properly licensed right here
in America.
We should of course demand responsibility from pharmaceutical companies who manufacture and push
these drugs.
But remember that Tennesseans
don’t get a bottle of pills until a physician writes a prescription. Tennessee’s
physicians need to step up and take
some personal responsibility if we are
ever going to beat this. Patients don’t
know the ups and downs of these powerful drugs; that’s what doctors do.
There are evidence-based standards
for when and in what quantities opioid
prescriptions are appropriate. If a physician regularly prescribes outside of
these standards, and patients become
addicted, shouldn’t that physician bear
a part of the responsibility?
Congress can, and probably will,
spend billions on this. The truth of the
matter though is that change will only
come when everyone involved in getting
these drugs into our medicine cabinets
is forced to take some personal responsibility for what happens.
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marx-bensdorf continued from P19

valuations in each area, Tester said.
Agents frequently refer their clients
who want to move within the city to
colleagues who specialize in the parts of
town where they have interest, he said.
“I wanted to come to Marx-Bensdorf
20 years ago because the firm had a
wonderful reputation, but each of their
agents had an identity of their own and
a presence in the community,” Tester
said. “That balance is so important to
each of our agents being successful.”
Marx-Bensdorf currently employs
45 agents, and Tester said that 50 would
probably be the max because he doesn’t
believe the firm could maintain its culture and character if it were much larger.
Reed agrees the firm’s identity is its
secret weapon.
“This is a carefully crafted culture,”
Reed said, “and it takes a lot of effort and
brainpower to maintain it.”
WEATHERING THE STORMS IN
REAL ESTATE
In a century and a half, Marx-Bensdorf has seen many ups and downs in
the real estate industry, from the Great
Depression, to high interest rates in
the 1970s to the housing market crash
in 2007. The latest crash caused widespread consolidation within the industry and loss of market share for some
firms, but it was actually a growth period
for Marx-Bensdorf.
“When the bust happened, we
moved, increased our office space and
added folks, which is a testament to
the quality and stature of the group,”
Reed said. “When times get tough, a
lot of agents leave. I don’t think we lost
anybody, and although the market contracted, our market share increased.”
Tester added the changes amid the
crash were a “conscious process.”
“We hadn’t had to fundamentally
change in good times, but we rebranded
and developed a new initiative,” Tester
said. “We asked for input during that
time from all of our agents, and we got
a mandate to lead and change from
the people in the firm. At the time we
didn’t know it would be a six- to nineyear process (for the market) to come
back. We doubled our office space and
upgraded our technology, work and
support spaces.”
A CULTURE OF SERVICE
The company’s website has been
redesigned twice since 2007, most recently working with Memphis-based
Speak Creative, and earlier this year the
150-year-old firm was awarded Website
Quality Certification, a distinction recognizing excellence in website design,
contact, interactivity, customer service
and mobile responsiveness given to select members of the Leading Real Estate
Companies of the World (LeadingRE).
LeadingRE also honored MarxBensdorf with The Pinnacle Award for
being among the firms with the highest
outgoing broker-to-broker closed referrals throughout the network, and an
Outgoing Sales Production Award, given
to the member firm that has introduced
clients to other affiliates within the network, resulting in the highest number of
closed transactions per sales associate
within their company-size category.
“It is an honor to receive these
awards,” said Eileen Cherny, MarxBensdorf’s senior vice president of

relocation and client services, who
herself won a Hall of Fame Award for
her leadership and contributions to the
LeadingRE. “We are proud of our agents’
diligent efforts and professionalism
which resulted in these nominations
and recognitions.”
Cherny leads the firm’s extensive
relocation services, which have deeply
established relationships with a lot of
major corporations and small companies.
“They trust us to introduce their new
employees to Memphis because they
know they will be well taken care of.”
Melanie Blakeney, CEO of the Memphis Area Association of Realtors, said
the firm’s longevity speaks to its ability
to shift.
“An organization that has been
around for 150 years demonstrates a
willingness to adapt as needed,” Blakeney said. “That kind of staying power
shows a long track record of Realtors
successfully serving the Memphis community.”
Meanwhile, Marx-Bensdorf agent
Lauren Wiuff is serving as the 2018
president of MAAR’s board of directors.
“She is smart, passionate and doing
an excellent job,” Blakeney said of Wiuff.
In addition to a passion for serving
customers, internal agents and employees, and within professional associations, Marx-Bensdorf’s culture includes
a passion for serving the Memphis community. Many of the firm’s agents have
causes that are close to their hearts, and
the firm as a whole focuses on community involvement as well, Tester said.
The company has a long-term relationship with Brewster Elementary in
which they provide items like backpacks
filled with school supplies or school
uniforms.
“Education is fundamental to our
future and it’s fundamental to these
children,” Tester said. “It’s a little thing,
but it helps us stay connected and
grounded.”
Marx-Bensdorf is also involved with
the West Cancer Center, the Memphis
Literacy Council and the Children’s
Museum of Memphis.
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
“There is still great business to be
done by the best agents in the city,”
Reed said. “There’s always some new
slant or a new business that could cause
us to lose some business, but if we maintain our culture and hyper-emphasize
the interpersonal service and relationships we’ve built, we’ll be fine. There
will always be folks that understand
the value of working with professional
Realtors. Things can go wrong in transactions. It’s a big responsibility.”
Tester emphasized the importance
of the word “trust.”
“The public today has a tremendous
amount of data, and they need someone
they can trust with insight and the ability to apply the data,” he said. “We want
to partner with people in this.”
One of Marx-Bensdorf’s underlying
principles, Tester added, is that the firm
isn’t focused on numbers, but rather
on client service, integrity, community
service and doing things correctly.
“Our core values are the basis of our
success,” he said. “We have many agents
who are working with the second or
third generation of clients within a family, and that’s a testament to our values
and commitment to service.”
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council continued from P25

“I feel like what we are missing is some
more detail,” he said.
Colvett and fellow council members
Reid Hedgepeth and
Bill Morrison voted
against the overlay district on third reading,
with council chairman
Berlin Boyd and council
member Edmund Ford
Jr. abstaining.
Meanwhile, the
c o u n c i l a p p r o v e d a CONRAD
business park on the
south side of Ketchum Road east of Labelle, near Memphis International Airport, by Performance Properties.

luttrell continued from P30

there that’s not appropriate to discuss,” is
all Kennedy would say about the source.
County government already provides
$3.5 million annually for prekindergarten
funding.
The city’s pledge
is $6 million in ongoing revenue starting
July 1, 2019. It’s part of
$16 million in public
pre-K funding that is
going toward a larger
public-private effort to
expand the early child- TURNER
hood education system and increase wraparound services for children and their
families from kindergarten through third
grade.
The city and county revenue that starts
to flow in the summer of 2019 would
replace $9 million in federal grant funding for 1,000 of the existing 7,500 pre-K
seats that runs out with the start of that
fiscal year.

The Airport Business Park will be
developed on the site of what was once
the Pendleton Arms apartment complex and an adjoining neighborhood of
single-family homes that were part of the
airport buyout area. The
park will include a new
billboard that faces Interstate 240’s north side.
Some council members balked at a new
billboard.
“It’s a good development,” Colvett said, as
SWEARENGEN
he chaired the council’s
planning and zoning
committee earlier in the day. “Is there a
way to approve this and later take out the
billboard?”

Swearengen, whose district includes
the development, argued against it.
“I think the billboard will be an asset,”
she said. “We want the word out that we
have an opportunity in that area. It’s a
message of opportunity.”
Attorney Dedrick Brittenum, representing the developer, said the billboard
might have some public service announcements, but will be for advertising.
The revenue will help the developer pay
delinquent taxes owed by the previous
owners that have to be paid to close on
the property, Brittenum said.
Representatives of Neighborhood
Preservation Inc. called for a delay in the
council vote, saying it is necessary for the
new owners to get approval from General
Sessions Environmental Court because

The next installment of revenue in July
2020 then pays for another 1,000 students.
Luttrell said the commitment of private and philanthropic funding for the
effort through the nonprofit Seeding Success is crucial.
“This really needs to
be sustained,” he said.
“We are hopeful that will
come to pass. It hasn’t
yet.”
Haley Simmons, director of policy for Seeding Success, said the
private funding will be
from local and national
LUTTRELL
sources.
“They are waiting to
see what government puts on the table,”
he told commissioners Wednesday. “We
hope to have an announcement in the
next month or two.”
The prekindergarten expansion would
be through Shelby County Schools,
which covers the city of Memphis and
unincorporated Shelby County. It would
also apply to Bartlett and Millington – the

only two suburbs in the county that have
public pre-K programs.
But children in any of the remaining
towns and cities are eligible for Head Start
programs, and Germantown has early
childhood programming as well.
Commissioner Terry Roland raised
concerns about countywide access if the
county’s funding plan includes revenue
from a penny on the county property
tax rate.
“All I’m saying is to be equal,” Roland
said. “I think we are on our way. We do
have it in two of the (suburban) municipalities. But I’m saying in the future in
Collierville or Germantown or Arlington
and Lakeland – if any of those had a need
that they would be able to share in this.”
Commissioner Van Turner said his
priority is to make sure the funding is
“correct.”
“I’m looking at the glass as half full
and not half empty,” he said. “I guess the
posture, hopefully, is we’re going to get
it done. … All of the children within the
county are our responsibility. … I don’t
really care where the child is.”

the apartment complex was declared a
public nuisance under state law.
Brittenum said it is customary to close
on the property and then go to court for
approval. And he said the court was aware
the developers were going to the council
to approve the change in zoning from
residential to employment district.
The Office of Planning and Development and the Land Use Control Board
recommended rejection of the zoning
change.
OPD staff said the general rezoning
to include light industrial uses was “too
broad and … would deteriorate the balance of uses in the area.”
Swearengen said the alternative to the
business park would be one of those other
uses, including possibly a truck stop.
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Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on April
30, 2018 at 1:00PM local time, at the
south door, Fayette County Courthouse,
16755 Highway 64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust executed
by Steve Stanley, to Arnold M Weiss,
Esq., Trustee, as trustee for Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, Inc. on November
29, 2002 at Book D648, Page 50;
and modified by agreement recorded on
September 8,2016 in Instrument number 16005386; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette

County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 202, Section B, Terra Alta Lake
Subdivision, Plat Book 4, Page 10, in
the Registers Office for FAYETTE County, Tennessee which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Being the same property conveyed to
Steve Stanley by deed from William
B. Dwyer and wife Carolyn L. Dwyer
filed for record in Book 563, Page 35,
Registers Office for FAYETTE County,
Tennessee, dated 10/13/00.
Property address known as: 875
Heaven Hill, Somerville, Tennessee
38068
Street Address: 875 Heaven Hill Dr,
Somerville, Tennessee 38068
Parcel Number: 094H A 048.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Steve
Stanley
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
875 Heaven Hill Dr, Somerville, Tennessee 38068, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without
limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or

federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Steve Stanley, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and

place for the sale set forth above. If you
purchase a property at the foreclosure
sale, the entire purchase price is due
and payable at the conclusion of the
auction in the form of a certified/bank
check made payable to or endorsed
to Shapiro & Ingle, LLP. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the
Substitute Trustee may deem the sale
final in which case the purchaser shall
have no remedy. The real property will be
sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties
or representations of any kind, express
or implied, including without limitation,
warranties regarding condition of the
property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt

and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-115059
Mar. 30, Apr. 6, 13, 2018 Fnn13729
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSE, Fayette COUNTY
WHEREAS, BRYAN MIDDLETON AND
RACHAEL MIDDLETON executed a Deed
of Trust to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS
MONIEE FOR COUNTRYWIDE HOME
LOANS, INC., Lender and ROBERT M.
WILSON, JR, Trustee(s), which was
dated JANUARY 29, 2007 and recorded
on FEBRUARY 1, 2007 as Instrument
No. 07001467 FAYETTE County, Tennessee Register of Deeds. WHEREAS,
default having been made in the payment of the debt(s) and obligation(s)
thereby secured by the said Deed of
Trust and the current holder of said
Deed of Trust, WEST COAST CAPITAL
GROUP, INC. AND JOHN COONIS, (the
“Holder”), appointed the undersigned,
Cruikshank Ersin, LLC, as Substitute
Trustee, by an instrument duly recorded
in the Office of the Register of Deeds
of Fayette County, Tennessee, with
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all the rights, powers and privileges
of the original Trustee named in said
Deed of Trust; and NOW, THEREFORE,
notice is hereby given that the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable as provided in said Deed of
Trust by the Holder, and that as agent
for the undersigned, Cruikshank Ersin,
LLC, Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the
power and authority vested in it, will on
May 4, 2018 at 12:00 PM at the usual
and customary location at the Fayette
County Courthouse, SOMERVILLE, Tennessee, proceed to sell at public outcry
to the highest and best bidder for cash,
the following described property situated in Fayette County, Tennessee, to
wit: Being Lot 45, Phase I, on the plan
of Hedge Rose Planned Development,
as shown by Plat Book 8, Page 124,
Register’s office for Fayette, Tennessee, to which reference is made for the
complete description.
This is being given subject to Deed of
Trust made by Bryan Middleton and
Rachael Middleton to Robert M. Wilson,
Jr., as Trustees; and Priority Trustee
Services of TN, LLC, as Substitute Trustee by Instrument No. 16003107, for
MERS, Countrywide Home Loans, Inc.,
in the amount of $200,000.00 dated
January 29, 2007, and filed February 1,
2007, as Instrument No. 07001119,
in the Register of Deeds for Fayette
County, Tennessee. Assigned to Federal National Mortgage Association as
Instrument No. 12006122; and further
as Instrument No. 16003106.
Parcel ID Number: .089A A03700
000
Address/Description: 350 HEDGE ROSE
ROAD, SOMERVILLE, TN 38068.
Current Owner(s): BRYAN MIDDLETON
AND RACHAEL MIDDLETON.
Other Interested Parties: Old Republic
Title Company of Tennessee, as Trustee for KeyBank National Association,
Tennessee Department of Revenue,
John Deere Landscapes, Inc., Colonial
Pacific Leasing Corporation and Allgate
Financial, LLC
The sale of the property described
above shall be subject to all matters
shown on any recorded plat; any and
all liens against said property for
unpaid property taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements or set-back lines
that may be applicable; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; a deed of
trust; and any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose;
and All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. A
review of the records at the Register’s
Office disclosed that the Property may
be subject to certain matters set forth
below and the entities named in the
first paragraph of this Notice: Old Republic Title Company of Tennessee, as
Trustee for KeyBank National Association AS TO Instrument No. 07005532,
Tennessee Department of Revenue as
to Instrument No. 11001329, John
Deere Landscapes as to Instrument
No. 13003004, Inc., Colonial Pacific
Leasing Corporation as to Instrument
No. 11002420 and Allgate Financial,
LLC as to Instrument No. 16000982.
The right is reserved to adjourn the day
of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication, upon announcement at the time
and place for the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will
be used for that purpose. Cruikshank
Ersin, LLC, Substitute Trustee c/o
Tennessee Foreclosure Department,
6065 Roswell Rd, Ste 680, Atlanta,
GA 30328 Ph: (770) 884-8184, FX:
770-884-8114, File No.: 18T9492
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Fnn13744

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
May 3, 2018 at 10:00AM local time,
at the north door, Madison County

Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Henry Lee Holloman and Clarice Holloman, to Arnold
M. Weiss, Esq, Trustee, as trustee for
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A on December
29, 2005 at Book T1729, Page 696;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for Citigroup Mortgage Loan
Trust Inc., Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-WF1, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake in the south
east corner of Lot No. 7, Block 18
of the Thompson Fort Hill Place
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 1 at page 98
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; runs thence
North 128 feet to the south margin of
a ten-foot alley; thence East with said
alley 50 feet to the northwest corner
of Lot No. 11B; thence South 128
feet to the north margin of Fairmont
Avenue; thence west with the north
margin of Fairmont Avenue 5 feet to
the beginning. Being Lot No. 9, Block
18 of the Thompson Fort Hill Place
Subdivision, platted as aforesaid.
Being that property known as 423
Fairmont Avenue. (Legal description
taken from prior deed).
Being the real estate conveyed to
Henry Lee Holloman and wife, Clarice
Holloman by deed dated February 20,
1996 and filed for record February 26,
1996 in Deed Book 560, page 782,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 423 Fairmont Ave,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 65O-E-015.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Henry
Lee Holloman
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
423 Fairmont Ave, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Citibank South
Dakota, N.A. c/o John M. Richardson,
Jr. P.C.; Discover Bank c/o John M.
Richardson, Jr., P.C..
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Henry Lee Holloman
and Clarice Holloman, and those claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn

the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-115080
Mar. 30, Apr. 6, 13, 2018 Fnn13728
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 25, 2002,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded April 8,
2002, in Book No. T1371, at Page 661,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by James D. Dennison and Deborah
J. Dennison, conveying certain property therein described to First Title as
Trustee for First Horizon Home Loan
Corporation; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
MidFirst Bank.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by MidFirst Bank,
will, on April 19, 2018 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
All that certain lot or parcel of land
lying and being in the 3rd Civil District
of Madison County, Tennessee,
being more particularly described
as follows: Beginning at an iron
pin on the east margin of Oldham
Drive (25 feet from right angles
from centerline) at the northwest
corner of Lot 54, Section IV, Revised
Northmeade Woods Subdivision, as
recorded in Plat Book 4. page 359,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with the
east margin of Oldham Drive North
22 degrees 30 minutes 34 seconds
West a distance of 7.26 feet to a

point at the beginning of a curve:
thence with said curve (Radius
235.42 feet) at the right a distance
of 92.45 feet to a point; thence North
0 degrees 00 minutes 34 seconds
West a distance of 3.20 feet to an
iron pin at the southwest comer of
Lot 56, Section IV as recorded in Plat
Book 4, Page 329, in said Register’s
Once; thence with the south line of
Lot 56 North 89 degrees 59 minutes
28 seconds East a distance of 235
feet to a point in the centerline of a
ditch; thence with said ditch South
0 degrees 00 minutes 34 seconds
East a distance of 100 feet to a point
at the northeast corner of Lot 54:
thence with the north line of Lot 54
South 89 degrees 59 seconds 26
minutes West a distance of 21030
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot 55, Section IV, Revised, Northmeade Woods Subdivision, platted as
aforesaid, as surveyed by David Hall
Land Surveying Company RLS #943,
on September 21.1994. (Legal
description revised pursuant to an
Attorney’s Affidavit to be recorded
prior to foreclosure).
ALSO KNOWN AS: 140 Oldham Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JAMES D. DENNISON
DEBORAH J. DENNISON
JUDY DENNISON
SARA MICHELLE DENNISON
MICHAEL BRANDON DENNISON
JON CHESLEY DENNISON
ESTATE OF JAMES D. DENNISON
HEIRS OF JAMES D. DENNISON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 328984
DATED March 23, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 30, Apr. 6, 13, 2018 Fnn13734
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, MADISON
COUNTY
WHEREAS, Deborah J. Dennison and
James D. Dennison executed a Deed
of Trust to Union Planters Bank, National Association, Lender and Emmett
James House and Bill R. McLaughlin,
Trustee(s), which was dated October
5, 2001 and recorded on October
12, 2001 in Book T1327, Page 120,
Madison County, Tennessee Register
of Deeds.
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debt(s)
and obligation(s) thereby secured
by the said Deed of Trust and the
current holder of said Deed of Trust,
Regions Bank dba Regions Mortgage
Successor by merger to Union Planters
Bank, N.A., (the “Holder”), appointed
the undersigned, Brock & Scott, PLLC,
as Substitute Trustee, with all the
rights, powers and privileges of the
original Trustee named in said Deed
of Trust; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness
has been declared due and payable
as provided in said Deed of Trust by
the Holder, and that as agent for the
undersigned, Brock & Scott, PLLC,
Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the
power and authority vested in it, will on
May 3, 2018, at 10:00AM at the usual
and customary location at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, proceed to sell at public outcry to

the highest and best bidder for cash, the
following described property situated in
Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING on a point in the north
margin of Brookfield Drive and being
25 feet from the center of said drive
and also being the southwest corner
of Lot 12 of Brookfield Subdivision,
Section I; thence with the margin of
said drive North 80 degrees 22 minutes West a distance of 75 feet to a
point; thence with the arc of a curve
to the right having a radius of 25 feet
a distance of 39.3 feet to a point in
the East margin of Old Medina Road
and being 30 feet from the center of
said road; thence with the margin of
said road North 9 degrees 38 minutes
East a distance of 200 feet to a point
being the southwest corner of lot 10;
thence with the south line of lot 10
South 80 degrees 22 minutes East a
distance of 100 feet to a point being
the northwest corner of Lot 12; thence
with the west line of lot 12 South 9
degrees 38 minutes West a distance
of 225 feet to the point of beginning.
This being the exact same lot 11 of
Brookfield Subdivision, Section I as
shown on a plat in Plat Book 4 on
page 337 on file in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee. Survey taken by C. E. Lewis,
TN. No. 1380, on August 26, 1994.
Being the same property conveyed
to the grantor herein by deed as recorded in Deed Book 589, page 24
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, TN.
Parcel ID Number: 026K A 011.00
Address/Description: 3570 Old Medina Road, Oakfield, TN 38362.
Current Owner(s): DEBORAH COX
DENNISON.
Other Interested Party(ies): Madison
County, Tennessee.
The sale of the property described above
shall be subject to all matters shown
on any recorded plat; any and all liens
against said property for unpaid property taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements or set-back lines that may
be applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created
by a fixture filing; a deed of trust; and
any matter than an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose; and
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute
Trustee
c/o Tennessee Foreclosure
Department
4360 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Ste 310
Atlanta, GA 30341
PH: 404-789-2661
FX: 404-294-0919
File No.: 15-12052 FC05
Apr. 6, 13, 20, 2018
Fnn13737
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
May 8, 2018 at 1:00PM local time,
at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Cedric L. Boyle,
to Priority Trustee Services of TN,
L.L.C., Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for H&R Block Mortgage
Corporation on May 26, 2005 at Book
T1674, Page 187; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
Continued on Page 34
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sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Beginning at an iron pin on the East
margin of Countryside Drive (20
feet at right angles from centerline)
at the Northwest corner of Lot 16,
Section I, Garden Villa Estates as
recorded in Plat Book 5 at page 124
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with the
east margin of Countryside Drive
North a distance of 47.15 feet to
a point at the beginning of a curve;
thence with said curve (radius of 16
feet) to the left a distance of 24.90
feet to a point on the South margin
of Harvest Drive; thence with the
South margin of Harvest Drive 89
degrees 11 minutes East a distance
of 114.24 feet to an iron pin; thence
South a distance of 67.14 feet to an
iron pin at the Northeast corner of
Lot 16; thence with the North line of
Lot 16 West a distance of 150 feet
to the point of beginning. Being Lot
17, Section I, Garden Villa Estates
platted as aforesaid, as surveyed by
David Hall Land Surveying Company,
Jackson, Tennessee, RLS #943, on
April16, 1991.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantor herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 667, page 816 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 42 Countryside Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 033N C 017.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Cedric
L. Boyle
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
42 Countryside Dr, Jackson, Tennessee 38305, but such address is not
part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Cedric L. Boyle, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful

purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 16-104831
Apr. 6, 13, 20, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on May
14, 2018 on or about 1:00PM local
time, at the Main entrance (North Door)
of the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, conducted by the
Substitute Trustee as identified and set
forth herein below, pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by CECIL SPRINGFIELD
AND JOANNE C. SPRINGFIELD, to Elite
Title Company, Trustee, on December
20, 2004, at Record Book T1637, Page
902-917 as Instrument No. 05000014
in the real property records of Madison
County Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: The Bank of New York
Mellon as Trustee for the benefit of the
Certificateholders of Popular ABS, Inc.
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates
Series 2005-2
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LOCATED IN MADISON COUNTY,
TENNESSEE, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS TO-WIT:
BEGINNING AT A STAKE IN THE EASTERN MARGIN OF TWILIGHT COVE AT
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT
NO. 46 IN SECTION II OF SKYVIEW
ESTATES A PLAT OF WHICH APPEARS
OF RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 2, AT PAGE
212, IN THE REGISTER`S OFFICE OF
MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE,
RUNS THENCE NORTH 30 DEGREES
30 MINUTES EAST WITH THE EAST
MARGIN OF TWILIGHT COVE A DISTANCE OF 100 FEET TO A STAKE AT
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT
NO. 44; THENCE SOUTH 59 DEGREES
30 MINUTES EAST WITH THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID LOT NO. 44 A DISTANCE
OF 130 FEET TO A STAKE; THENCE
SOUTH 30 DEGREES 30 MINUTES
WEST 100 FEET TO A STAKE AT THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT
NO. 46; THENCE NORTH 59 DEGREES
30 MINUTES WEST WITH THE NORTH
LINE OF SAID LOT NO. 46 A DISTANCE
OF 130 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. BEING LOT NO. 45 IN SECTION
II OF SKYVIEW ESTATES, PLATTED AS
AFORESAID.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO JOANNE C. SPRINGFIELD
AND SPOUSE, CECIL SPRINGFIELD
BY QUITCIAIM DEED FROM JOANNE
C. SPRINGFIELD DATED DECEMBER
17, 2004, RECORDED DECEMBER
22, 2004, IN BOOK D661, PAGE 407,
REGISTER`S OFFICE FOR MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
THIS CONVEYANCE IS MADE SUBJECT
TO ANY AND ALL ZONING REGULATIONS, BUILDING RESTRICTIONS,
SETBACK LINES, IF ANY, EASEMENTS
AND RIGHTS FOR PUBLIC UTILITIES
APPLICABLE TO THIS PROPERTY.
TAXES FOR THE CURRENT YEAR HAVE
BEEN PRORATED AND ARE ASSUMED
BY THE GRANTEE(S) HEREIN.

Tax ID: 066BA01900000/57/359
Current Owner(s) of Property: CECIL
SPRINGFIELD AND JOANNE C. SPRINGFIELD
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 16
Twilight Cove, Jackson, TN 38305, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: GRAND
VALLEY LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 16-001519-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated December 2, 1998,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded December 10, 1998, in Book No. T1162, at
Page 814, and modified on January
24, 2017, In Book No. T0238, At
Page 1541 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Johnny R. Bommer and
Georgia Bommer, conveying certain
property therein described to Sheila
B Stevenson as Trustee for National
City Mortgage Co dba Commonwealth
United Mortgage Company; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by MidFirst Bank.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by MidFirst Bank,
will, on June 14, 2018 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion

of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
BEGINNING at a pipe on the east
margin of North Royal Street (25
feet at right angles from centerline)
at the northwest corner of Lot 11,
Block V, Garneal Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book I, page 58
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with the
east margin of North Royal Street
north 8 degrees 52 minutes 49 seconds east a distance of 77.83 feet
to a pipe at the southwest corner
of the remainder of Lot 9; thence
east a distance of 176.69 feet to
a post on the west line of Lot 2;
thence with the west line of Lot 2
and Lot 3 south 8 degrees 51 minutes
17 seconds west a distance of 78
feet to a P.K. nail in a tree at the
northeast corner of Lot 11; thence
with the north line of Lot 11 north
89 degrees 56 minutes 41 seconds
west a distance of 176.70 feet to
the point of beginning. Being Lot
10 and the southern 1/2 of Lot 9,
Block V, Garneal Subdivision platted
as aforesaid, as surveyed by David
Hall Land Surveying Company, RL.S.
#943, on November 19, 1998.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 908 North Royal
Street, Jackson, TN 38301-4561
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JOHNNY R. BOMMER
GEORGIA BOMMER
TMS MORTGAGE, INC. D/B/A THE
MONEY STORE
AMERICAN UNICORN, INC. DBA HOME
STORE COMPANY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 329233
DATED April 6, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 28, 2006, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded May 4, 2006, in
Book No. T1757, at Page 265, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Patricia Witherspoon and Kelly Witherspoon
and Lushontae Maxwell, conveying
certain property therein described to
Carter Stanfill & Kirk as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Mercantile
Mortgage Company, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF9
Master Participation Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust, N.A.,
as Trustee for LSF9 Master Participation

Trust, will, on May 3, 2018 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Legal Description Beginning on a
point in the North margin of Seven
Oaks (erroneously referred to as
“cake”) drive and being 25 feet from
the center of said drive and being the
Southeast corner of Lot 2 of Seven
Oaks Subdivision, Section 1, thence
with the East line of Lot 2, North 2
degrees 22 seconds East a distance
of 165.82 feet to a point being the
Northeast corner of Lot 2; thence
South 85 degrees 43 seconds
East a distance of 282.59 feet to
a point in the Northwest corner of
Lot 5; thence with the West line of
Lot 5 South 0 degrees 40 seconds
East a distance of 141.24 feet
to a point in the North margin of
Seven Oaks Drive and being the
Southwest corner of Lot 5; thence
with the margin of said drive South
89 degrees 20 seconds West a distance of 290.04 feet to the point of
beginning. Being the same property
conveyed to Patricia Witherspoon
and Lushontae Maxwell, tenants in
common with the right of survivorship, their heirs and assigns in Warranty Deed, as filed at Book D680,
Page 987 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 9 Seven Oaks
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
PATRICIA WITHERSPOON
KELLY WITHERSPOON
LUSHONTAE MAXWELL
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 306034
DATED April 11, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Fnn13752
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
May 17, 2018 at 10:00AM local time,
at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Luerenzia Triggs
and Dorsey Lelcesona, to Charles
Preston Patterson, Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Platinum
Mortgage, Inc. on March 15, 2010 at
Book T1878, Page 1206; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
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Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Land lying and being in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows,
to-wit:
Map 651 Group F Parcel 10.00 56
Briarcliff Drive, Jackson, TN 38301
BEING Lot Number Eighty-Four (84),
Section 5 of Briarcliff Subdivision, a
plat of which appears of record in Plat
Book 2 at Page 97 in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee.
BEING the same real estate conveyed
to Luerenzia Triggs and Dorsey Lelcesona, married by Quitclaim Deed of
record in Deed Book 660 at page 718
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 56 Briarcliff Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 065I F 010.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: The
Heirs of Luerenzia Triggs
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
56 Briarcliff Drive, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include: All
parties claiming by, through, or under
Luerenzia Triggs, Deceased; All parties
claiming by, through, or under Dorsey
Lelcesona, Deceased.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Luerenzia Triggs and
Dorsey Lelcesona, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser

shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 15-063501
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on May
10, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the north entrance of the Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, TN 38301, pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by Thomas Kyle
Bisher and Leslie T. Bisher, to John C.
Clark, as Trustee for First State Bank,
dated August 7, 2013, of record in Book
T1961, Page 1153, in the Register’s
Office for Madison County, Tennessee
(“Deed of Trust”), conducted by Padgett
Law Group, having been appointed
Substitute Trustee, all of record in
the Madison County Register’s Office.
Default in the performance of the covenants, terms, and conditions of said
Deed of Trust has been made; and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt:
Simmons Bank successor by merger
to First State Bank
The hereinafter described real property
located in Madison County will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: BEGINNING at a
point in the center of the Jackson
and Denmark Road at I. E. Beard`s
northwest corner (said beginning
point being south 28 1/2 degrees
west 270 feet from the intersection
of the Jackson Denmark Road with
the Jackson-Brownsville Road); runs
thence with Beard`s line south 83
3/4 degrees east 373 1/2 feet to a
corner with I. E. Beard; thence north
12 degrees east 100 feet to a stake;
thence north 76 3/4 degrees west 328
feet to a point in the center of JacksonDenmark Road; thence with center of
same south 28 1/2 degrees west 150
feet to the beginning.
Street Address: The street address of
the property is believed to be 298 Old
Denmark Road, Jackson, TN 38301,
but such address is not part of the
legal description of the property. In
the event of any discrepancy, the legal
description herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 089 048.00
Current owner(s) of Property: Thomas
Kyle Bisher and wife, Leslie T. Bisher
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOYMENT OR
THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any

subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group,
Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road,
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#18-002043
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Fnn13754

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on April
30, 2018 on or about 11:00AM local
time, at the North door of the Tipton
County Courthouse in Covington, Tennessee, conducted by the Substitute
Trustee as identified and set forth
herein below, pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by PATRICIA HARPER, to Mary
L Aronov, Trustee, on February 23,
2005, at Record Book 1199, Page 815830 as Instrument No. 71183 in the
real property records of Tipton County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: U.S. BANK N.A.,IN ITS
CAPACITY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF HOME EQUITY
ASSET TRUST 2005-3, HOME EQUITY
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-3
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:
Being a lot off of a 4.32 acre tract of
land conveyed to Jimmy Payne and
wife by deed from David Jones as appears of record in Deed Book No. 247,
Page No. 175 of the Register`s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee, and said
lot being described as follows:
Beginning at a stake which is Aileen
Alexander`s N.E. corner and Jimmie
Payne & Lillian Paynes` S.E. corner,
and Horace Sterling`s west line;
thence North 2.5 chains to a stake in
Sterling`s line; thence West 2.0 chains
to a stake; thence South 2.5 chains
to a stake in Aileen Alexander`s north
line; thence East 2.0 chains to beginning corner, containing 0.5 acres.
BEING the same property conveyed to
PAUL PAYNE and his wife, ODESSA
PAYNE by Deed from JIMMY PAYNE
and his wife, LILLIAN PAYNE, dated
05/21/65, recorded 05/22/65, in
Book 284, Page 80, in the Register`s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee.
Tax ID: 07-142HA-024.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: PATRICIA
HARPER
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 154
Roseland Acres Rd, Atoka, TN 38004,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE

FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: CAPITAL
ONE BANK USA NA
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 18-000235-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
Mar. 30, Apr. 6, 13, 2018 Fnn13738
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on May
31, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the north door of the Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, TN 38019, pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Marlyn Stringfellow and Roy P. Stringfellow, wife and
husband, to Arnold M. Weiss, Esq.,
as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,
dated December 7, 2010, of record in
Record Book 1499, Page 47, in the
Register’s Office for Tipton County, Tennessee (“Deed of Trust”), conducted
by Padgett Law Group, having been
appointed Substitute Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust has been made;
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt: Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Champion
Mortgage Company
Other interested parties: Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development; Heirs
of Roy P. Stringfellow
The hereinafter described real property
located in Tipton County will be sold to
the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: Commencing at
a point in the centerline of Faulkner
Heights Drive (end of asphalt) and
being the Northeast corner of Tammy
Stringfellow, in Book 707, Page 501,
in the Tipton County Register`s Office,
thence North 80 degrees 32` 26”
West along the centerline of a dirt
road a distance of 179.08 feet to a
point, the Northwest corner of Tammy
Stringfellow (Deed Book 707, Page
501), thence along the East side of
said dirt road South 31 deg. 18` 49”
West a distance of 104.92 feet to a
set 1/2 inch rebar being the Northeast
corner of this .84 Acre Tract and being the Point of Beginning for this .84
Acre Tract; thence North 65 deg. 30`
45” West, a distance of 167.10 feet
to a fence corner (white picket fence)
being the Northwest corner of said .84
Acre Tract; thence South 38 deg. 03`

54” West, a distance of 157.05 feet
to a fence post on above said fence;
thence South 06 deg. 29` 28” West,
a distance of 104.56 feet to a fence
corner, thence South 89 deg. 43` 33”
East a distance 170.19 feet to a set
1/2 inch rebar being the Southeast
corner of this .84 Acre Tract, also
being in the West line of a 4.30 Acre
Tract, thence North 12 deg. 28` 57”
West, a distance of 36.37 feet to a
set iron pin; thence North 38 deg. 31`
40” East, a distance of 157.96 feet to
the Point of Beginning, encompassing
.84 Acres of land more or less. Also
conveyed is the following 50` Ingress
and Egress Easement: Beginning at
a point in the centerline of Faulkner
Heights Drive (end of Asphalt) and
being the Northeast corner of Tammy
Stringfellow, Deed Book 707, Page
501, in the Tipton County Register`s
Office, thence North 80 deg. 32` 26”
West along the centerline of a dirt
road a distance of 179.08 feet to a
point, the Northwest corner of Tammy
Stringfellow (Deed Book 707, Page
501), thence along the East side of
said dirt road South 31 deg. 18` 49”
West, a distance of 104.92 feet to a
set 1/2 inch rebar being the Northeast
corner of .84 Acre Tract; thence North
65 deg. 30` 45” West, a distance of 50
feet to a point; thence running along the
West side of easement (remaining at
all time parallel to the East side) North
31 deg. 18` 49” West, a distance of
154.92 feet to a point; thence South
80 deg. 32` 26” East, 229.08 feet to
a point the Northeast corner of this
easement; thence South 14 deg 11`
27” East, a distance of 50 feet to the
point of beginning of this 50 Ingress
and Egress Easement. This Easement
being a portion of a 6.77 Acre tract
conveyed to Marlyn Stringfellow at Book
1417, Page 542, in the Tipton County
Register`s Office.
Street Address: The street address
of the property is believed to be 453
Faulkner Heights Drive, Atoka, TN
38004, but such address is not part of
the legal description of the property. In
the event of any discrepancy, the legal
description herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 084097 04202
Current owner(s) of Property: Heirs of
Roy P. Stringfellow
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOYMENT OR
THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
Continued on Page 36
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subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group, Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road, Suite
203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#18-001577
Mar. 30, Apr. 6, 13, 2018 Fnn13740
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated February 12, 1998, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded March 19, 1998, in
Book No. 822, at Page 664, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Tipton
County, Tennessee, executed by Paul
W Paris and Cynthia A Paris, conveying
certain property therein described to
William C. Ford as Trustee for Green
Tree Financial Servicing Corporation;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by U.S. Bank, N.A.
as trustee for Manufactured Housing
Contract Senior/Subordinate PassThrough Certificate Trust 1998-2, as
Servicer with delegated authority under
the transaction documents.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank, N.A.
as trustee for Manufactured Housing
Contract Senior/Subordinate PassThrough Certificate Trust 1998-2, as
Servicer with delegated authority under
the transaction documents, will, on
May 2, 2018 on or about 9:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre- approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
TRACT 8 Description of a 5.00 acre
partition being a part of the John M.
Porter Construction Company and
Joel M. Porter property as recorded
at Deed Book 814 Page 217 (Tract
III), said property being situated In
the Eighth Civil District of Tipton
County, Tennessee and located on
the West side of Old Memphis Road
and on the North side of BrightonClopton Road. Beginning at a found
railroad spike in the centerline intersection of Old Memphis Road (60
foot total Right Of Way) with BrightonClopton Road (60 foot total Right Of
Way) being the Southeast corner of a
49.17 acre tract being the John M.
Porter Construction Company and
Joel M. Porter property as recorded
at Deed Book 814 Page 217 (Tract
III), which this 5.00 acre partition
is a part, also being the Southeast
corner of said partition; thence in a
Westwardly direction, along the centerline of Brighton-Clopton Road and
the South line of the John M. Porter
Construction Company and Joel M.
Porter property and this partition,
the following four (4) courses, South
88 degrees 04 minutes 54 seconds
West, a distance of 106.60 feet to
an angle point; thence South 88
degrees 11 minutes 29 seconds
West, a distance of 109.03 feet
to an angle point; thence South
88 degrees 31 minutes 37 seconds
West, a distance of 189.79 feet to
an angle point; thence South 88
degrees 59 minutes 14 seconds
West, a distance of 64.62 feet to
a set nail with a washer in said

centerline being the Southwest
corner of said partition; thence in
a Northeastwardly direction, along
the West line of this partition, North
05 degrees 04 minutes 40 seconds
East, passing a set iron post at 30.17
feet, but in all a distance of 562.63
feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar with a
cap being the Northwest comer of
this partition; thence in a Southeastwardly direction, along the North line
of this partition, South 63 degrees 27
minutes 44 seconds East, passing a
set iron post at 540.95 feet, but in all
a distance 571.30 feet to a set nail
with a washer in the centerline of Old
Memphis Road being the Northeast
corner of this partition; thence in a
Southwestwardly direction, along
the centerline of Old Memphis Road
and the East line of the John M. Porter
Construction Company and Joel M.
Porter property and this partition,
the following three (3) courses,
South 17 degrees 38 minutes 00
seconds West, a distance of 131.52
feet to an angle point; thence South
17 degrees 03 minutes 25 seconds
West, a distance of 81.20 feet to an
angle point; thence South 17 degrees
08 minutes 00 seconds West, a
distance of 93.33 feet to the Point
Of Beginning and containing 5.00
acres, more or less.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 5405 Old Memphis
Road, Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
PAUL W PARIS
CYNTHIA A PARIS
CAPITAL ONE BANK, NA
FORD MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY, LLC
LVNV FUNDING, LLC ASSIGNEE OF
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), NA
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 324224
DATED April 4, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Apr. 6, 13, 20, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on May 7,
2018 on or about 11:00AM local time,
at the North door of the Tipton County
Courthouse in Covington, Tennessee,
conducted by the Substitute Trustee
as identified and set forth herein below,
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed
by GENEVIEVE W GRAY AND BARRY L
GRAY, to RHONDA C. BUNDY, Trustee,
on January 5, 2000, at Record Book
889, Page 507 in the real property
records of Tipton County Register’s
Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: WELLS FARGO BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, SUCCESSOR
BY MERGER TO WELLS FARGO BANK
MINNESOTA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY AS TRUSTEE
FOR PROVIDENT BANK HOME EQUITY
LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2000-1
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:
BEING LOT 65 OF BASKIN HEIGHTS,
SECTION B, AS RECORDED IN PLAT
CABINET B, SLIDE 143, OF THE
REGISTER`S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, TO WHICH
REFERENCE IS HEREBY MADE FOR A
MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF
SAID PROPERTY.

AND BEING THE SAME PROPERTY
CONVEYED TO BARRY L. GRAY AND
WIFE, GENEVIEVE GRAY BY DEED OF
RECORD AT BOOK 849, PAGE 566, IN
THE REGISTER`S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
THIS CONVEYANCE IS MADE SUBJECT
TO THE SUBDIVISION RESTRICTIONS,
SETBACK REQUIREMENTS AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD AT PLAT CABINET
B, SLIDE 143, IN THE REGISTER`S
OFFICE OF TIPTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
MAP 18E, GROUP B, PARCEL 38.
Tax ID: MAP 18E, GROUP, PARCEL 38
Current Owner(s) of Property: GENEVIEVE W GRAY AND BARRY L GRAY
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 405
BLUEBIRD RD, COVINGTON, TN 38019,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER DAY,
TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT
FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, U.S. ATTORNEYS
OFFICE - WESTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE AND LVNV FUNDING LLC AS
ASSIGNEE OF SEARS AND MIDLAND
FUNDING, LLC AS SUCCESSOR IN
INTEREST TO COLUMBUS BANK AND
TRUST ASPIRE VISA AND TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT EMPLOYMENT
SECURITY DIVISION EMPLOYER ACCTSDELINQUENCY CONTROL
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT
AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
This sale is also subject to the right of
redemption by the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA/DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 7425 by reason
of the following tax lien(s) of record in
the original amount of $12,012.00 at
Record Book 1183, Page 901 as Instrument No. 67348 in the real property
records of Tipton County Register’s
Office, Tennessee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee
Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return of the
purchase price. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 17-001468-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
Apr. 6, 13, 20, 2018
Fnn13742
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust

Note dated July 6, 2009, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 7, 2009, in Book No.
1444, at Page 141, in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Billie Ann Green
and Terry L. Green, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles M.
Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Patriot Bank, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on May
15, 2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at
the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lying and being in the County of
Tipton, State of Tennessee, and thus
described: Beginning at a stake in
the center of the gravel road, D.W.
Ruffin Jr.’s Northeast corner and the
Southeast corner of the Paul Parker
tract of land; thence with said road
North 19 1/4 degrees East 3.16
chains to a stake in same; thence
North 77 1/2 degrees West 3.39
chains to a fence post; thence
South 17 ¼ degrees West 3.69
chains to a stake in Ruffin’s North
line; thence South 86 3/4 degrees
East 3.34 chains to the beginning,
containing 1.12 acres according
to survey of W.H. Green, dated May
21, 1951.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 565 Oil Mill Road,
Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
BILLIE ANN GREEN
TERRY L. GREEN
CAVALRY SPV I, LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 231247
DATED April 9, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
June 12, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local
time, at the North Door of the Tipton
County Courthouse, 100 Court Square,
Covington, TN 38019, pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by Hunter B.
Myers, an unmarried man, to David
E. Owen, Attorney at law, as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”) as nominee for
American Mortgage Service Company
dated October 19, 2015, of record in
Record Book 1668, Page 145, in the
Register’s Office for Tipton County, Ten-

nessee (“Deed of Trust”), conducted
by Padgett Law Group, having been
appointed Substitute Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust has been made;
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt: Franklin American Mortgage Company
The hereinafter described real property
located in Tipton County will be sold to
the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: Being Lot No. 5 of
Huffman Estate, Section A, as recorded
at Plat Cabinet E, slide 106, in the
Register`s Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to which reference is hereby
made for a more particular description
of said property . Property subject to
Subdivision restrictions, setbacks and
easements of record in Plat Cabinet
E, Slide 106; Restrictive Covenants
of record in Book 842, Page 791, In
the Register`s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: The street address of
the property is believed to be 1038
Jamestown Road, Burlison, TN 38015
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property. In the event
of any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 037J A 00900
000
Current owner(s) of Property: Hunter B.
Myers, a single person
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOYMENT OR
THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group,
Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road,
Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG# 18-002178
Apr. 13, 20, 27, 2018
Fnn13753
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events
The ninth annual Memphis Brewfest will be held Saturday, April 14,
from 4 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. on the field at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium, 335 S. Hollywood St. The evening features great American craft
beers and exotic beers from around the world, food trucks, music and
more. Tickets are $48 ($25 for designated drivers); all proceeds benefit Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy. Visit memphisbrewfest.com.

Memphis Botanic Garden will hold its
Spring Plant Sale Friday, April 13, from
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday, April
14, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 750 Cherry
Road. The sale features a wide assortment of plants, herbs, bushes, flowers
and more. MBG’s horticulture staff and
experienced volunteers will be on hand to
answer questions. Admission is free. Visit
memphisbotanicgarden.com.
Friday Night Stripes, the University of
Memphis’ annual spring football scrimmage, is Friday, April 13, at Liberty Bowl
Memorial Stadium, 335 S. Hollywood
St. The event kicks off with a Tiger Walk
block party at 6 p.m., followed by the twoquarter scrimmage at 7 p.m. Parking and
admission are free. Visit gotigersgo.com.
The Arc Mid-South will host an “I Matter” Conference Saturday, April 14,
from 9 a.m. to noon in the University of
Memphis’ University Center, 499 University St. The conference will focus on the
legal and educational options that young
people with disabilities with have during
their transition into adulthood. Topics
include tax-advantaged ABLE accounts,
guardianships, special needs trusts and
estate planning, among others. Cost is
$25; registration is available at the door
or at thearcmidsouth.org.
The Broad Avenue Spring Art Walk takes
place Saturday, April 14, from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. in the Broad Avenue Arts District.
The event will include an artists’ market,
hands-on family activities, food trucks,
sidewalk specials at Broad Avenue restaurants and retailers, and more. Admission is
free. Visit broadavearts.com.
Eric Barnes, author of “The City Where
We Once Lived” and publisher of The Daily
News, and the Overton Park Conser-

orpheum continued from P22

Memphis is the right place for the show’s
unique blend of musical styles, including the jazz, blues and gospel that are in
Memphis’ DNA.
“You put it together it’s a great gumbo,” Dixon said.
“This isn’t your grandfather’s ‘Messiah,’” Acton told The Detroit News. “It’s
really accessible to everyone in the audience. It’s not just classical music – it’s
jazz, gospel, rock and funk … it’s a really
joyous event.”
Yet, Dixon says it is also “intimate,
without having to share your thoughts.
It’s the American experience. The choir is
very aggressive. You get to clap, smile, cry
and have a good time.”
It is also an investment on the production end. Said Batterson: “It’s a lot of work
to put on two shows.”
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vancy will host a book signing to benefit
the conservancy Saturday, April 14, at 6
p.m. at Crosstown Arts, 1350 Concourse
Ave., second floor. Free and open to the
public; book purchase is optional. Visit
ericbarnes.net for details.
The Rajun Cajun Crawfish Festival
benefiting Porter-Leath returns Sunday,
April 15, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Wagner Place and Riverside Drive, between
Union Avenue and Beale Street. The
26th annual event features more than
17,000 pounds of fresh crawfish, 24 food
trucks, three stages of live entertainment,
contests and more. Admission is free. Visit
rajuncajunmemphis.org for details.
River Series, a concert series benefiting
The Maria Montessori School, returns with
Wreckless Eric and Alex Greene on Sunday, April 15, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the
Harbor Town Amphitheater, 740 Harbor
Bend Road. A minimum donation of $5 is
requested at the door, with all proceeds
benefiting The Maria Montessori School.
Visit riverseries.org.
New York Times bestselling author Eric
Jerome Dickey will discuss and sign
his latest book, “Bad Men and Wicked
Women” Wednesday, April 18, at 6 p.m. at
Novel, 387 Perkins Road Extended. Visit
novelmemphis.com.
Memphis Botanic Garden hosts 30 Thursdays: Nature at Night Thursday, April
19, at 6 p.m. at 750 Cherry Road. Join an
MBG staff member on an evening guided
tour of the gardens. Free with garden
admission. Visit memphisbotanicgarden.
com/30thursdays for details.

But well worth it, Batterson believes.
Churches are historically segregated,
which means most people have experienced the traditional “Messiah” in an
almost cloistered setting. “Too Hot to
Handel” is wide open and the audiences
tend to be diverse.
“It brings everybody together in a big
celebration of music,” Batterson said.
True to his theater roots, Batterson
won’t yet commit to “Too Hot to Handel”
becoming an annual program. He wants
to see how the audience reacts to it, if the
Memphians who come to the Orpheum
participate in the performance the way
audiences in Detroit and Chicago have.
Dixon believes that Memphians, with
their rich music history, will enjoy and
appreciate “Too Hot to Handel” from the
first note and will come back for more.
“This is a Memphis show,” he said. “It
needs to stay.”

The Weekly Crossword
ACROSS
1 Musher's
transport
5 Chatter
indiscreetly
9 Incite
14 Honey bunch?
15 White House
worker
16 Nilla product
17 Word after gray
or play
18 Harbor vessel
19 Cover story?
20 Order
22 Wearable wares
24 Sign-making aid
26 Small wooded
hollow
27 Be silent, in
music
30 Deli offering
32 In a lather
34 Destroyer, in
Navy slang
38 To ___ it mildly...
39 Lessen the
value of
41 It's next to
nothing
42 Boil
44 Blood feud
46 Tuxedo, at times
48 Admiral's
command
49 Bumpkin
52 Warning word
54 Come apart
56 California valley
60 Windmill part
61 Overdue
63 Insect stage
64 Stocking stuff
65 October stone
66 Urban blight
67 Early anesthetic
68 Tuesday in
Hollywood
69 Ultimatum ender
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1 Deception

62

63
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2 Former Italian
37 Straight, at the 51 Impudent
coin
bar
53 "Hello, My Name
3 Type of keel
40 Statue support
Is Doris" star
4 Determined
43 Potter's pedal
55 Turn
(upon)
45 Planetary path 57 Pick through
5 Tend to the
47 Candle
58 Creative work
turkey
ingredient
59 Finger, in a way
6 Authorized seller 49 100 kopecks
62 Jungle swinger
7 Brouhaha
50 Like a new
8 Complain loudly
candle
9 Give and take?
10 Richard Boone
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
TV role
C A P S
A S S A Y
B R A G
11 Ardent
E P I C
S W A G E
L A T E
12 Yankee's foe
D A S H
K E V I N B A C O N
13 Food for whales
A C T O R
E E L
R H Y M E
21 Kind of case
E M U
R E E L E C T
23 Typewriter roller
A D O P T
I N M O S T
25 Autopsy subject
P R I S O N E R
S T A P L E
27 Soldier's lullaby
A U N T
V A U L T
N E O N
28 Fluish feeling
I N T I M E
S E A S O N E D
29 Give as an
T A K E R
N E O C O N
example
W E B
P E R H A P S
Week
of
4/16/18
4/22/18
31 Aware (of)
R A Y
F O L I O
S W E D E
33 From that time
U P O N
P O W E R D I V E S
I D E A L
S H U N
A R E A
35 Sheep shelter
M E R R Y
E A S Y
T E R N
36 Part of a pot

SUDOKU
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Difficulty: Easy

6 4
2 5
3
9
8
1

9

2

HOW TO SOLVE:

9
4

7

8
1

3 2
5
1 3
2 7
6

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:

2
6 4
8
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Fix Memphis’ Bus System
Before It Slows Progress

S

ome details in the recently
released draft for a reconfiguration of the Memphis Area
Transit Authority bus system
will likely change before the
plan becomes final. After that, the issue is whether a lack of funding will put
the brakes on the plan before it can be
implemented.
That would be unfortunate. We’re
already at a point where the lack of a better bus system is keeping Memphis from
moving forward in other ways.
Development built for greater density
requires parking in car-centric cities like
Memphis, which defeats the basic purpose and philosophy of increased density.
For too long, MATA has been a relic,
a patchwork system that makes traveling
between two places an unnecessarily long
and difficult task.
Consultants who are helping Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland’s administration develop the broader Memphis 3.0
plan approached the transit problem
by looking at a map of the city with no
existing bus routes – and for planning
purposes, that’s the way it should be.
But when it comes to the actual plan,
we can’t simply dismantle the current bus
system and start fresh. Too many people
depend on this tortured and starved
system of public transportation to get to
work, even if that means being at the bus
stop two or three hours early to ensure
they’re able to clock in on time, then
repeating the entire process to get home
when the workday is over.
Most of those who ride with the Memphis Area Transit Authority today have
no other form of transportation, so any

overhaul of the bus system has to work
for them – and it has to work better as it
seeks new riders who have cars but choose
to take public transportation.
These two groups are not mutually
exclusive. You see them and they see you
during the same morning and afternoon
rush hours. What improves for one will
entice the other.
It isn’t reasonable for a one-way trip
anywhere in Memphis to take longer than
an hour. If a bus round-trip adds up to half
an eight-hour workday, the bus system
isn’t helping.
Whatever the reconfiguration plan
looks like in its final form, the changes
must work for those existing riders who
don’t have any other way to get around
in our car-centric city.
Employee subsidies are the least employers who don’t want to pay a living
wage should be able to do.
And to gain new ridership among
Memphians who might choose to leave
their cars at home and take the bus instead, the reconfigured system must be
able to connect with ride-share services
such as Uber and Lyft, as well as privately
operated shuttle systems that already
exist or might pop up for one-of-a-kind
events.
At this early stage, the powers that be
should avoid parking penalties other cities have used to drive citizens to public
transportation. Selling a better funded,
overhauled bus system to deservedly
skeptical Memphians is job one.
Get the ridership by putting buses
and greater frequency where the riders –
actual and potential – are now, and build
density to grow the ridership beyond that.

A Memphis Parable
DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

HOWARD AND BILL.
One of my first columns was this
very Memphis story. It’s time to tell it
again.
In the ’60s, Howard Robertson was
a black postal carrier moonlighting as
a waiter at the capital of white money
dining in Memphis, Justine’s, housed in
an antebellum mansion. Bill Loeb was
a successful white businessman, owner

of ubiquitous laundry branches about
town, and the brother of Henry Loeb,
mayor during the 1968 sanitation strike.
Loeb lived in a home literally bordering
the Memphis Country Club. Robertson
lived in the other Memphis those of us
who grew up white then never really acknowledged.
They would meet amid crisp white
tablecloths set with crystal and crabmeat,
one hosting, the other serving.
One evening at Justine’s, Robertson
did something that displeased Loeb. In
front of his guests and the entire restaurant, Loeb wore him out. Loud and
personal. Putting someone “in his place.”
But that wasn’t Robertson’s place. He returned the verbal fire, shot for shot, then
returned to the kitchen and quit. That
took the kind of dignity and courage that
comes from deep inside. The kind that
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This week in Memphis history:

1968: Striking Memphis sanitation workers vote to accept a pay raise of 15
cents an hour from the city, ending their strike after 64 days. Ten cents of the
raise will go into effect in May, with the other 5 cents being added on Sept. 1.
The amount has come up before in the negotiations, which are being watched
closely by The White House and federal labor officials following the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4. Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb
balks at the proposal presented by his team, saying he would agree to a raise
effective with the new fiscal year beginning July 1 and not before. He also says
the raise will be less than 15 cents an hour. Philanthropist Abe Plough secretly
agrees to pay the difference needed for the entire pay raise starting May 1, contributing a total of $60,000 to cover the cost. Plough’s role remains a secret
until his death in 1984.
Source: “At The River I Stand” by Joan Turner Beifuss
2008: On the front page of The Daily News, plans for a multibillion-dollar
resort on 540 acres in Tunica by Myriad Entertainment & Resorts are about to
fall victim to the economic downturn as it becomes a deep national recession.
Myriad files a statement with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
showing it will take $70 million to fund its dayto-day operations through the end of 2008 and
pay the debt obligations for a year on the new
development. The plans call for six new casinos,
a spa, water park, convention center and restaurants. Myriad’s auditor is expressing “substantial
doubt” about continuing with the project.
1880: Former U.S. President Ulysses Grant
visits LeMoyne Normal Institute and Beale
Street Baptist Church. The two-term Republican
president and Civil War general is weighing a bid
for a third term as president after being out of
office for four years. Later in the year, the party’s
presidential nomination will instead go to James
Garfield.

says even though this will cause sacrifice
for my family, even though that kind of
behavior was the norm, I will not take it.
Loeb’s brother, Henry, would later see
that sentiment expressed on posters, “I
am a man.”
This is when this becomes a different
story. This is when Loeb would show his
own dignity and courage. As he talked
with his guests, he realized he had been
in the wrong. He invited all of them
back the following evening, and asked
for Robertson. When told he had quit,
Loeb asked Justine if she could please try
and get him there. It took some doing,
but she did, and for the second night in
a row, Loeb and Robertson became the
center of attention for the restaurant.
Except, this night, Loeb apologized. Man
to man. They talked. They decided to
meet again.
And they kept meeting for the rest
of Loeb’s life. They watched games together. When Loeb converted his laundries to very popular barbecue shops,
he brought Robertson on as a partner in

An April 14, 1948, ad in
The Daily News for the
opening of the renovated
Leader Federal branch at
158 Madison Ave.

two of them.
That was then, and that is now. The
sense of two cities in one, a tale like Dickens’ “it was the best of times, it was the
worst of times,” is not only still with us, it
divides and defeats us. What Robertson
and Loeb did, when it was much more
difficult to do, is the common ground we
must all find.
Bill Loeb’s children have continued to
show leadership in the business, arts and
causes of our city. Howard Robertson’s
son – Howard Jr. – is an involved citizen,
business owner, and friend. His wife,
Beverly, headed the National Civil Rights
Museum. He once told me, “A father is
how a son learns to be a man.”
Good job, guys, you taught them well,
and there’s a lesson in it for us.
I’m a Memphian, hopefully, like Howard and Bill.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Are home prices rising in
your neighborhood?

In 2017 Shelby County
recorded the highest
average home sales
price on record.

Our exclusive Neighborhood Profile Report provides an overview of your subdivision with
home sales activity for the past three years including current, year-to-date figures.
Review changes in home sales values, examine foreclosure activity and monitor recent sales
activity. Your home is your largest investment, be sure you’re protecting it.
Download your report and review sample reports at www.mychandlerreports.com or call
901-528-5273 for more information.
Chandler Reports has been providing premium, unbiased real estate data in Memphis and Shelby County for over 45 years.

The 2018 Regional Strategy Summit
Powered by the Mid-South Mayors’ Council
Convened by ULI Memphis

Regional insight.
Outside of the box.
A regional strategy summit: join us for innovative ideas on
land use, transportation, and workforce development
across the Mid-South.

Thursday,
April 26, 2018
Halloran Centre,
8:30am - 1pm

(Registration at 8:00am)
TICKETS
Early Bird (Through April 10)–$100
Registration (After April 10)–$125
Four Keynote Speakers and Lunch
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