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both chambers controlled by Republicans.
The measure requires schools to display
the motto in a prominent location, either as
a plaque, artwork, or in some other form.
Whether this motto represents an unconstitutional government endorsement of
religion is a question that has invited legal
challenges in other states with similar laws.
But the bill’s sponsor, Republican
Rep. Susan Lynn, says the bill shouldn’t
bother “faithless people” and “people of
other faiths” because it’s the motto of the
country.
“Our national motto and founding
documents are the cornerstone of freedom
and we should teach our children about
these things,” Lynn said.
Haslam said he’ll look at the legislation
when it hits his desk, but added that “at the
end of the day, I’ve never been one that
thought that having a motto somewhere
changes a lot of people’s thoughts.”

Adorning the City’s Main Arteries

– The Associated Press

Tigers Men’s Basketball
Season Tickets on Sale

Volunteers coordinated by Volunteer Memphis and Memphis City Beautiful completed their planting of trees Saturday,
March 17, along South Parkway between Gaither and Pillow. The “Plant the Parkways” effort seeks to plant more than
1,000 flowering trees along the city’s parkways, which are considered park land. The effort, which moves to North Parkway
in May, is also sponsored by Leadership Memphis and The Kresge Foundation.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Benchmark Hotel Case
Continued Until April
The public nuisance case between the
Downtown Memphis Commission and the
owners of the former Benchmark Hotel has
been continued until April 12.
Environmental Court Judge Larry Potter
had declared the site a public nuisance in
February despite claims by the building’s
owners, MNR Hospitality, that it was still
an active construction site. The building
had been in a partially demolished state
for more than a year and a half.
The lack of progress eventually prompted the DMC to seek legal action with the
support of several high-profile neighbors,
including The Rendezvous’ John Vergos,
and The Peabody hotel’s Marty Belz.
Potter retired March 1, and the Shelby
County Commission is set to appoint his
replacement April 2.
– Patrick Lantrip

Rhodes College Senior
Named Watson Fellow
Jennifer Bitterly, a senior English and
philosophy major at Rhodes College, has
been named a Watson Fellow, a prestigious designation that includes a stipend
to be used for travel and study abroad for
2018-2019.
Bitterly is one of only 40 graduating
college seniors nationwide awarded the
fellowship. She plans to visit Guatemala,
South Africa, Greece, India and Mongolia
while completing her project titled “Searching for Home, Shaping the Self.”
“I hope to learn how the relational
value of home takes shape through physical
place,” she says. “Though the idea of home

may appear simple, in my experience it is
richly layered and offers rewarding insight
into how our personal and communal
identities are formed through and from our
surroundings.”
A graduate of La Reina High School in
California, Bitterly received the Bellingrath
Scholarship at Rhodes. She spent a semester in Spain as a Buckman Fellow and also
has studied and been an intern abroad in
Ecuador and Argentina.
In 2017, while participating in the
Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies, she
explored concepts of home within migrant
communities in Memphis and the MidSouth. This past year, she has worked as a
legal assistant at an immigration law firm
in Memphis, where she prepares hardship
waivers for families.
In addition, Bitterly has participated in
Rhodes’ mock trial program all four years
of college, where she is a two-time winner
of the American Mock Trial Association’s
All-American attorney award.
She also is a Rhodes Diplomat; vice
president of the English honor society
Sigma Tau Delta; and a member of Delta
Delta Delta sorority, the philosophy honor
society Phi Sigma Tau, and Omicron Delta
Kappa, an honor society for outstanding
scholarship and leadership.
After completing the Watson Fellowship, Bitterly plans to pursue graduate
studies.
“I am currently considering both law
school and a doctorate in an interdisciplinary field such as American Studies,
potentially as a joint J.D./Ph.D,” she says.
Established in 1968, the Thomas J.
Watson Fellowship provides for one year
of independent study and travel outside
the United States. Bitterly is Rhodes’ 12th

Watson Fellow since 2002.
– Daily News staff

Wealth Management Firm
Gets New Logo, Brand
Wealth management firm Hilliard Lyons, which has 10 branches in Tennessee,
including a Memphis office, is unveiling a
new brand and logo firm-wide.
The Tennessee branches – which
employ 70 wealth advisers, client service
associates and other staff – are getting new
exterior signage this week.
The new logo and branding elements
are a departure from the firm’s former bull,
bear and ticker tape logo, which the firm
has used since 1973.
The new logo incorporates a golden
pathway and a modern typeface, and will be
the most visible part of the firm’s redefined
brand. While the logo makes a nod to the
firm’s heritage by including “EST. 1854,”
it’s also a cleaner look.
The Louisville, Kentucky-based firm
has rebranded everything that the public
will see, including letterhead, business
cards, statements, the firm’s website, and
websites for wealth advisers.
– Andy Meek

State Lawmakers Pass
‘In God We Trust’ Bill
Tennessee lawmakers have passed a bill
to require public schools to prominently
display the national motto, “In God We
Trust.”
It would take effect immediately if
Republican Gov. Bill Haslam signs it. The
legislation passed the Senate unanimously
and cleared the House in an 81-8 vote, with

Now that the University of Memphis
has hired former Tiger great Penny Hardaway as head coach, the university is wasting no time promoting season tickets for
the 2018-19 men’s basketball season.
After Hardaway’s introductory press
conference on Tuesday, March 20, at the
Laurie-Walton Family Basketball Center,
university president M. David Rudd made
clear how important the fans are to the
school’s success. He said season ticket sales
had dropped to 4,115 this season and that
the school is estimating a loss in revenue of
about $4.7 million because of the decline in
season ticket sales and donations.
“For this program to be successful it
takes many things,” Rudd said. “One of
those things is the participation of our city
and our fans. From a financial perspective,
we need our fans back and we need them
now.”
In honor of Penny, 2018-19 season tickets will be increased by $0.01 this season.
Because an enhanced level of interest in
season tickets is anticipated, all seats will
be sold on a first-come, first-served basis.
Season tickets start at $100.01.
Detailed ticket and pricing information
is available at gotigersgo.com. Fans can buy
season tickets by calling 901-678-2331 or
visiting the athletic ticket office inside the
Penny Hardaway Hall of Fame Building,
570 Normal St., Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
– Don Wade

Overton Park Conservancy
Science Fair Sunday
A science fair at the East Parkway Pavilion of Overton Park Sunday, March 25, will
feature lessons about the Old Forest area of
the park from researchers at the University
of Memphis, Rhodes College and Christian
Brothers University.
Hosted by the Overton Park Conservancy, the Park Fun Day and Science Fair
runs from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
It includes an 11:30 a.m. “Bio Blitz,” a
tour of the Old Forest with conservancy
staff to record as many species as possible
in the forest. The event will also feature the
finals of the International Society of Arboriculture Southern Chapter tree-climbing
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contest.
The free, family-friendly event will also
have games and food.
– Bill Dries

AutoZone Board OKs
$1B Share Buyback
The board of directors for Memphisbased auto parts retailer AutoZone has
approved the company buying back $1
billion of its shares.
It’s a continuation of the company’s
ongoing buyback of AutoZone common
stock. Since the buyback program started
in 1998, and including the new authorization, AutoZone’s board has authorized the
repurchase of $19.7 billion of its stock.
Buying back shares is one way to improve a company’s earnings-per-share
figure. As of Feb. 10, AutoZone had 5,514
stores in the U.S., 532 stores in Mexico, 16
in Brazil and 26 IMC branches, for a total
count of 6,088.
– Andy Meek

Neurologist Joins
Regional One Health
Dr. Jesus Martinez, a neurologist, has
joined Regional One Health. He’s also an
instructor in the Department of Neurology at the University of Tennessee Health
Science Center.
Martinez treats patients with all kinds
of neurological conditions, but he has a
focus on helping patients with epilepsy and
seizure disorders. Martinez has also taken
a special interest in helping patients who
suffer from headaches.
Patients often self-medicate to treat
headaches, but Martinez says a person who
is taking pain medications more than twice
a week for headaches needs to see a doctor.
Rather than just treating the pain, Martinez
searches for the cause of the headaches to
prevent them.
He sees patients at the Multispecialty
Care Clinic at Regional One Health’s East
Campus, at 6555 Quince Road.
– Andy Meek

Memphians Taking Part In
March Against Gun Violence
Memphis will join cities in all 50 states
Saturday, March 24, in responding to the
national call to action against gun violence
by March For Our Lives.
Organized by a grassroots coalition
of high school youth from across greater
Memphis, the local march is an officially
recognized partner of the national March
For Our Lives movement and will mirror
the youth-led march on Washington, D.C.
Students are also planning walkouts
at multiple local high schools on April
20, marking the 19th anniversary of the
Columbine High School shooting in Colorado. (Memphis-area high schoolers did
not participate in the national walkouts
March 14, the one-month anniversary of
the Parkland, Florida, school shooting, due
to it coinciding with spring break.)
“This march will show the importance
of gun violence – an issue that needs to be
addressed immediately – as a nonpartisan
issue, and it will reiterate the importance of
the upcoming walkouts as an essential part
of this movement,” said Savanah Thompson, a march organizer and White Station

High School freshman. “We’ll be encouraging youth and adult allies to directly contact
their representatives and learn the need for
comprehensive gun legislation.”
The Memphis march, which is expected
to draw thousands of local youth as well as
adult allies, will begin at 10 a.m. at Clayborn
Temple, 294 Hernando St., and end at the
National Civil Rights Museum, where youth
leaders will address the crowd, voter registration booths will be stationed, and there
will be opportunities to contact elected
representatives.
In addition, ride-sharing company Lyft
is offering free rides to marches around
the country, including the Memphis rally.
Those who RSVP to the event at marchforourlives.com/events will receive a promo
code on Friday, March 23. Attendees who
aren’t able to RSVP can get a code at life.
com/mfol Saturday morning.
– Daily News staff

Teach901 Job Fair
Set for March 28
Teach901 is set to hold its next Educator
Job Fair of the season Wednesday, March
28, at Crosstown Concourse.
The job fairs connect education job
seekers with recruiters from public, charter
and parochial schools in Memphis. New
and experienced teachers, as well as recent
college graduates and seniors graduating
in May, are invited to attend and network.
Wednesday’s event runs from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. on the fourth floor of Crosstown
Concourse’s central atrium, 1350 Concourse Ave. Job seekers can register for
the fair at teach901.com/hiring-events,
or search and apply to local education job
openings anytime at jobs.teach901.com.
– Daily News staff

U of M Deputy AD Alnutt
Takes Job at Buffalo
Mark Alnutt, the University of Memphis’ deputy director of athletics, has taken
a job as the University of Buffalo’s athletic
director.
Alnutt spent the previous three years
at Memphis. He replaces Allen Greene,
who was hired in January to take over as
Auburn’s athletic director.
Alnutt previously spent three years as
Southeast Missouri State’s AD after a 15year tenure in various athletic department
roles at his alma mater, Missouri. Alnutt
played linebacker and earned a sociology
degree at Missouri in the mid-1990s.
He takes over a Mid-American Conference program on the rise. The Bulls
women’s basketball team won the program’s first two NCAA Tournament games
and will face defending champion South
Carolina on Saturday. The men’s team also
won its first NCAA Tournament game by
upsetting third seed Arizona before losing
to Kentucky in the second round Saturday.
The Bulls football team is coming off a
6-6 season in coach Lance Leipold’s third
year. It marked just the third time Buffalo
has finished a season without a losing record since joining the MAC in 1999.
– The Associated Press

Chamber’s Chairman Circle
Leader Shea Flinn Resigns
Greater Memphis Chamber senior vice

president of the Chairman’s Circle, Shea
Flinn, has announced he will be leaving his
post, effective May 4.
“This will be my three-year anniversary
here, and I have other opportunities,” Flinn
told The Daily News. “I think it will be a
beneficial change for the Chairman’s Circle
to gin it up for a while and get some new
eyes on stuff.”
While Flinn did not disclose specifics
on his future plans, he said he will continue
to work as general counsel of his family’s
business, Flinn Broadcasting, which owns
several television and radio stations across
the county, including Q107.5 and Hot 107.1
in Memphis.
As for a possible return to politics, the
former city councilman, who left his post
for the chamber in 2015, did not explicitly
rule out the possibility.
“I never say never on something like
that, but there are no immediate plans,”
he said.
Flinn said his replacement will need to
have a good understanding of the city, its
issues and the efforts that are ongoing to
alleviate any problems.
“Hopefully we can find somebody relatively quickly and I can provide on-the-job
training,” he said. “We’re doing this in a
very orderly manner. We’ll bring them in
and we’ll get to work together while they
get their sea legs, then we’ll do the passing
of the baton.”
Flinn said that though he is leaving,
he has thoroughly enjoyed his time at the
chamber and sincerely believes in the service it provides for the city.

“It wasn’t an easy decision for me, but
I think it’s the right decision for both me
and the Chairman’s Circle as they embark
on their next phase of leadership in the
community,” he said.
Flinn made the announcement via a
March 19 email to the Chairman’s Circle
and chamber board members, in which
he said he would continue to work on upcoming policy issues that are important to
the membership, including deannexation,
until his May 4 departure.
– Patrick Lantrip

Hopdoddy Sets Date For
Overton Square Opening
Hopdoddy Burger Bar has announced
it’s opening its first Memphis location on
April 2 at Overton Square.
Hopdoddy works directly with farmers
and ranchers around the country to source
the best ingredients available. In addition
to favorites like the Buffalo Bill – made with
a bison patty, Frank’s Hot Sauce, bacon,
blue jack cheese and “sassy sauce” – Hopdoddy will roll out new food and drink
items for the first time.
New menu items include a quarterpound burger called The Lil’ Doddy, available as a single or double burger, as well as
a Breakfast Burger, available all day, made
with an angus beef, breakfast sausage and
ham patty, American cheese, fried egg,
potato hay and Applewood smoked bacon
on a brioche bun.
A new shareable section will include
combinations of the famous Hopdoddy
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Slicing Up the Wonder Bread Factory

among teams that finished the season in
the Top 25, the U of M reports.
Another change in 2018 is that only
season ticket holders can purchase a season
parking pass. Each season ticket holder
account will be limited to purchasing up
to four season parking passes. For more
detailed information, visit gotigersgo.com/
footballtickets or call 901-678-2331.
– Don Wade

No Death Penalty Option
In Lorenzen Wright Murder

Demolition crews are making progress on tearing down portions of the old Wonder Bread warehouse on Monroe Avenue
in the Edge District. The factory building is one element of the $73 million mixed-use project.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Kennebec fries, from parmesan truffle to
hot honey and sage.
The shake menu includes flavors such
as s’mores, bananas foster, Oreo cookies &
cream and more.
Behind the bar, Hopdoddy will roll out
new cocktails such as a three-whiskey L.I.T.
and the Pamplejousse. Beers from local
breweries like Ghost River Brewing Co. and
Wiseacre Brewing Co. will be on tap.
– Andy Meek

USL Memphis Selects
First Sporting Director
USL Memphis has named Andrew Bell,
formerly of the Charleston Battery, its inaugural sporting director, team president
Craig Unger announced. Bell, who has
spent nearly 20 years with the United Soccer League’s Battery, will be tasked with
handling all player and technical staffrelated decisions and building the USL
Memphis front office ahead of the team’s
2019 debut.
“We are excited to take this first step in
building a world-class franchise,” Unger
said. “Andrew brings tremendous experience on both the technical and business
side of soccer, and his knowledge, passion
and dedication to the game is exactly what
we need as we get ready to bring professional soccer to AutoZone Park.”
A native of Wokingham, Berkshire,
England, Bell began working for the Battery
as its radio play-by-play announcer in 1999
after moving to the United States in 1995.
He served in a variety of roles for the team,
including director of marketing, director of
sales and his most recent role as president,
which he held from 2008 until moving to
USL Memphis.
During his tenure as Battery president,
the club won two USL championships

in 2010 and 2012 and advanced to the
final of the Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup in
2008, which was the last time a non-Major
League Soccer team played in U.S. Soccer’s
national championship match.
Off the pitch, Bell was instrumental in
a revitalized fan experience at Charleston’s
MUSC Health Stadium, including significant investments in stadium infrastructure,
such as a 3,000-square-foot video board, an
English-styled pub called The Three Lions
Club, sky boxes, and state-of-the-art media
capabilities. For the team, recent renovations to the stadium included new locker
rooms, a gym, enhanced athletic training
facilities, and a practice field designed to
replicate the playing surface at the stadium.
– Don Wade

FedEx Rolls Out New
Supply Chain Technology
Memphis-based FedEx Corp. has
launched a comprehensive solution for
returns management known as FedEx
Returns Technology, which gives highvolume merchants and “e-tailers” the
ability to quickly and easily improve their
customer experience
The FedEx Returns Technology platform will allow merchants to have complete
visibility into returns, giving them an easy
way to track shipments, manage inventory,
analyze returns trends and make more
informed decisions based on shoppers’
returns behaviors, according to FedEx.
The new technology will also be integrated into more than 1,700 participating
FedEx Office locations across the U.S.
“Returns have rapidly evolved into a
critical factor, second only to cost, in satisfying today’s e-commerce customers,”
Ryan Kelly, senior vice president of FedEx
Supply Chain, said in a release. “FedEx Re-

turns Technology bridges the gap between
digital and physical, allowing merchants to
define a returns strategy that works for their
business model and for their customers.”
– Patrick Lantrip

Memphis Football Ticket
Prices to Increase in 2018
The University of Memphis athletic
department announced Monday, March
19, the season ticket plan for the 2018
football season, and it includes some price
increases.
Before the 2017 season, Memphis
announced it was partnering with IMG
Learfield Ticketing Solutions to research
ticket prices across the 12 schools in the
American Athletic Conference. In the
three seating types that compare with
AAC schools, Memphis ticket prices were
ranked ninth in lower sideline seats, 12th
in upper sideline seats and 10th in end zone
seats. Taken all together, Memphis had the
least expensive ticket prices among the
12-school conference.
The price adjustment that began in
2017 is being continued in 2018 with prices
that more closely align Memphis with
the median price – which is the sixth- or
seventh-ranked school in each price type.
2018 ticket prices:
• Premium chairback seats: $350, plus a
Tiger Scholarship Fund donation
• Lower Sideline: $300, plus a $25 TSF
donation
• Upper Sideline: $230, or $190 for TSF
members
• End Zone: $150
• Family Fun Zone (includes four tickets): $400
These new prices will still leave Memphis in the middle of the pack in the AAC
relative to season ticket prices and last

The ex-wife of former University of
Memphis standout and NBA player Lorenzen Wright won’t face the death penalty if
convicted of killing him more than seven
years ago in Tennessee.
Shelby County prosecutor Paul Hagerman said before a hearing Monday, March
19, that Sherra Wright won’t face death
if found guilty of first degree murder in
her ex-husband’s shooting death. She
has pleaded not guilty and is being held
without bond.
Sherra Wright was arrested in December in Riverside, California, on a fugitive
from justice warrant. Lorenzen Wright’s
decomposing body was found in a swampy
field on July 28, 2010 – 10 days after he was
reported missing. An autopsy report said he
died of multiple gunshot wounds.
Hagerman said another person charged
with first-degree murder in the case, Billy
Ray Turner, also won’t face death if convicted at trial. Turner also is being held without
bond, and he also has pleaded not guilty.
Turner’s lawyer, John Keith Perry, said
he was “happy” that the death penalty is
off the table.
Perry said he did not know why the
Shelby County district attorney’s office
declined to make it a capital case. Hagerman provided no details about the decision
in court.
Lorenzen Wright played 13 seasons in
the NBA as a forward and center, including
several for the Memphis Grizzlies. He was
born and raised in Memphis.
Wright and Turner are scheduled to return to court on April 12 for a review of their
bond. Their lawyers hope Judge Lee Coffee
issues bond amounts that their clients will
be able to post.
“Now that the state has announced that
this won’t be a capital case, they are both
entitled to bond,” said Steve Farese Jr., one
of Wright’s two lawyers.
– The Associated Press

St. Jude Named Title Partner
Of Annual Seattle Marathon
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
has been named the new title partner for
the 2018 Rock ‘n’ Roll Seattle Marathon
And 1/2 Marathon.
The event, scheduled for June 9-10,
is expected to draw 19,000 participants,
including St. Jude Heroes who have committed to fundraising for the hospital while
they train. Along with the marathon and
half-marathon, the weekend will include
a 5K and a health and fitness expo.
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon Series is
the world’s largest running series, with
more than 600,000 runners taking part in
more than 30 destination events around
the world each year. Since the relationship
began in January 2016, more than 24,000
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St. Jude Heroes have run in Rock ‘n’ Roll
Marathon Series races and raised $9 million for St. Jude patients and their families.
“This partnership presents a unique
way for the Seattle community to rally
around a common goal of curing childhood
cancer and other life-threatening diseases,”
said Richard C. Shadyac Jr., president and
CEO of ALSAC, the fundraising and awareness organization for St. Jude.
– Daily News staff

Nearly $240,000 Grant
Headed to St. Jude
The National Cancer Institute has
awarded a grant of almost $240,000 to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
The money will be used for research
into pediatric cancer survivorship outcomes and interventions.
Founded in 1937, the National Cancer
Institute is the largest provider of cancer
research funding in the world. Each year,
more than 5,000 institutions receive grants
from the NCI to support research related
to cancer prevention, detection and diagnosis.
– Andy Meek

Our Fallen Heroes Foundtn.
Launches Scholarship Fund
Our Fallen Heroes Foundation is
launching a scholarship fund in memory of
Memphis firefighter Lt. Trent A. Kirk, who
died in 2003 battling a fire at the Family
Dollar in Frayser.

The foundation will award three college
scholarships annually: one to the child of a
fallen firefighter in Shelby County; one to
the child of a fallen first responder in Shelby
County; and one to a senior at Raleigh
Egypt High School, Kirk’s alma mater. The
scholarships total $6,500 each year.
The foundation defines “fallen” as
any first responder or firefighter who has
died in the line of duty or from an illness
or accident.
The scholarship is for the biological
children or stepchildren of fallen firefighters, police, emergency medical services or
sheriff’s deputies.
The deadline to apply for this year’s
scholarships is April 15. More information
and application forms are available at ourfallenheroesfoundation.org.
– Daily News staff

Bartlett Chick-fil-A
To Open April 5
Bartlett’s new Chick-fil-A is set to
open in less than three weeks, and in the
chain’s grand-opening tradition, the first
100 customers will be rewarded with free
Chick-fil-A for a year.
The restaurant, situated at 2940 Kirby
Whitten Road near Stage Road, will open
Thursday, April 5 – a little more than a year
after the popular chicken chain confirmed
plans for the Shoppes of Bartlett location
The First 100 Campout, a giveaway that
often draws large crowds of Chick-fil-A fans
to grand-opening events, offers the first 100
guests a free Chick-fil-A sandwich meal

Empower the Future

per week for a year. To participate, campers can line up at the restaurant between
5:30 a.m. and 6 a.m. on April 4 and have to
remain on site until the grand opening the
next day. If more than 100 people show up
by 6 a.m., participants will be chosen by a
random drawing.
The Kirby Whitten store, which is operated by Allen Arant, is a little less than three
miles from Chick-fil-A’s busy Wolfcreek
location on North Germantown Parkway
near U.S. 64.
– Daily News staff

Unemployment Rate In
Shelby County at 4.3 Pct.
Shelby County’s January unemployment rate marked a slight rise from December but was still lower than a year ago,
according to the Tennessee Department of
Labor and Workforce Development.
The 4.3 percent unemployment rate
compared to 5.5 percent a year ago, but was
up 0.7 percentage points from 3.6 percent
in December.
Most of the state’s 95 counties continue
to record unemployment rates under 5
percent and all were lower than in January
2017, the department said.
“Because of seasonal employment
trends, Tennessee typically sees a slight
uptick in county unemployment at the
start of the year,” TDLWD commissioner
Burns Phillips said. “But the year-to-year
comparison of statistics shows just how
well the state is doing when it comes to
job creation.”

TM

Dreams are worth the investment.
It’s hard to place a value on a dream, but helping a young person succeed is an investment that
will pay dividends for generations to come. By becoming a Junior Achievement volunteer,
you can empower young people to own their economic success by sharing your experience
and JA’s proven and engaging curriculum. Our volunteer-delivered, K-12 programs foster
workforce readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy skills. Help us inspire kids to
dream big and reach their potential. Contact us at 901.366.7800 or visit www.jamemphis.org.

Williamson County continued to have
Tennessee’s lowest unemployment rate at
2.5 percent, up 0.3 percent from December.
In other counties in the Memphis Metropolitan Statistical Area, Fayette County’s
unemployment rate was 4.1 percent, down
from 5.4 percent a year ago; Tipton County’s unemployment rate was 4.6 percent,
down from 5.7 percent in January 2017;
and the North Mississippi counties came
in at 3.8 percent, lower than the 5.0 percent
recorded a year ago.
Only the Arkansas portion of the MSA,
Crittenden County, saw a rate that was
higher than in January 2017 – 4.9 percent in
2018 compared to 4.8 percent a year earlier.
– Daily News staff

Idlewild Presbyterian And
MALS Host Free Legal Clinic
Memphis Area Legal Services and
Idlewild Presbyterian Church will again
sponsor a free legal clinic on Saturday, May
5, from 10 a.m. to noon at Idlewild Presbyterian Church, 1750 Union Ave.
Attorneys will be on hand to help with
a variety of issues, including bankruptcy,
foreclosures, child support, worker’s compensation, immigration issues and others.
More than 280 people have been served
at four previous legal clinics held at Idlewild
Presbyterian.
It is not an evangelical event, and all
faiths are welcome.
For more information, email midtownlegalclinic@gmail.com.
– Daily News staff
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Elvis Presley Enterprises’ expansion plans
have been put on hold for the second straight
month as the Economic Development Growth
Engine for Memphis and Shelby County board
continues to sort out what, if any, implications
will stem from approving bond financing for
the Whitehaven project.
Last month, the project was delayed at the
behest of Marty Regan, an attorney who spoke
on behalf of the city administration, asking
that the EDGE board delay the vote to give the
city more time to review the project’s specs.
On Wednesday, March 21, board member
Tom Dyer put forth a motion to delay the vote
again in order to avoid a possible lawsuit from
either EPE or the Memphis Grizzlies, which
are currently embroiled in a legal dispute over
EPE’s new venue.
“I’ve been told both directly and indirectly
by both parties that, today, if we approve this
proposal that we will be sued by one of the
parties, that one that doesn’t win,” Dyer said.
“I’ve also been told that if we don’t approve it,
we will be sued by the other party.”
The legal issues stem from EPE’s original
plan outlined last August that called for a
roughly $50 million, 6,000- to 7,000-squarefoot theater and event center.
But the idea drew opposition from the
Memphis Grizzlies’ ownership group, Memphis Basketball LLC, which said the proposed
venue would violate the FedExForum use and
operating agreement.
Under the agreement, city and county
governments cannot offer financial incentives
for an indoor venue with 5,000 or more seats.
EPE eventually withdrew that concept,
and submitted new plans to the EDGE board
last month for 80,000 square feet of exhibit
and convention space with restaurant and
entertainment venues, which carries a roughly
$22 million price tag, and would create an
estimated 40 new permanent jobs along with
100 construction jobs.
“We have two titans here today that are
very, very important to the city – The Grizzlies
and Elvis Presley Enterprises, both of which
are necessary, in my opinion, for the further
growth of this community,” Dyer said. “I
hope that you guys will figure out some way

to work it out short of court, but if you can’t,
I understand.”
EPE attorney James McLaren again asked
the board to advance the plans.
“We’ve been working on this project for six
months, and in that time we’ve had four other
delays,” he said. “My client would like to go
ahead and get this resolved if at all possible.”
Though he indicated he would vote in
favor of EPE’s plans, Dyer nevertheless motioned to delay EPE’s request until a special
meeting can be called before next month’s
regularly scheduled EDGE meeting to err on
the side of caution.
Also on Wednesday, Barrett Distribution
Centers and Onyx Medical were awarded tax
abatements to expand their footprints.
Barrett Distribution received an eight-year
Jobs PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) that will
allow the company to invest $22.1 million into
an existing 6100 East Holmes Road facility
creating 74 new jobs with an average salary
of $44,217, excluding benefits.
According to its application, the Franklin,
Massachusetts-based third-party warehouse
and distribution center operator would spend
$1.2 million on construction and site improvements and $7.4 million on manufacturing
machinery, and is requesting a $13.4 million
Community Reinvestment Credit that would
bring the total investment to $22.1 million.
EDGE estimates the project will generate
$3.2 million in local tax revenues during the
PILOT while saving Barrett about $2.9 million.
Onyx Medical was granted a nine-year
Expansion PILOT to grow its 1800 N. Shelby
Oaks Drive facility, retaining 116 existing jobs
and creating 30 net new ones.
According to its application, Onyx will
spend $300,000 to purchase additional land,
$4.2 million on construction and site improvements, $2.5 million on manufacturing equipment and is seeking a $3.9 million Community
Reinvestment Credit that would bring the total
project investment to just under $11 million.
To remain eligible for the PILOT, Onyx
must maintain a total of 146 employees with
an average salary of $54,939 including overtime pay and bonuses, but excluding benefits.
EDGE staff estimates the expansion to
generate $6.4 million in local tax revenues during the term of the PILOT while saving Onyx
about $1.4 million.
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HBO Documentary Shows More
Of Elvis' Real Life Experiences
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

A Memphis screening of the threehour, two-part HBO documentary on Elvis
Presley over the weekend elicited cheers
and applause with some somber moments .
“Elvis Presley: The Searcher” was shown
at South by Southwest (SXSW) Conference
& Festivals in Austin, Texas, and Saturday,
March 17, at Guest House at Graceland –
both in advance of its debut April 14 on
HBO.
The project was fueled partly as a reaction to more than 40 years of books and film
and television bios, said Priscilla Presley,
the entertainer’s ex-wife, who along with
Elvis friend Jerry Schilling served as executive producers of the documentary.
“I’ve read all kinds of books, gone
through the pages of all kinds of books and
gone, ‘Oh my God, something needs to be
done’ because of the perspective of others
who never even knew him putting their
input in,” she said before the Memphis
screening. “Elvis didn’t play for the critics.
He played for his audience. The critics who
were there from the beginning never really
stopped trying to pick him apart. And it
really wasn’t that complicated. What you
saw on stage was who he was.”
The early discussions among Presley,

“

A lot of Elvis’ history gets
condensed into a shorthand
that doesn’t do justice to the
full journey. My goal for this
film was to find the real Elvis.”
–Thom Zimny, Director, "Elvis Presley: The Searcher”

Schilling and HBO about a new documentary included looking at some outtakes from
“That’s The Way It Is,” the only documentary about Presley made during his lifetime.
Director Thom Zimny was also aware
of the books and other films.
“There’s many films out there and
there’s many books out there that focused
on personality or events in Elvis’ life,”
Zimny said. “What got lost in it is the real
Elvis. And the real Elvis is a man who was
connected to the music in a deep and spiritual way. Throughout his whole life he was
looking and searched for a sound to explore.
A lot of Elvis’ history gets condensed into a
shorthand that doesn’t do justice to the full
journey. My goal for this film was to find
the real Elvis.”
There is a brief mention of Presley’s discovery by Sam Phillips and a muted mention of his marriage to and divorce from
Priscilla Presley. There is no mention of the
Memphis Mafia – the group of men who

The team that made the new HBO documentary “Elvis Presley: The Searcher” went deep into the Graceland and other archives
to tell a story that worked to avoid the standard history of Presley in countless books and film bios. The team is, from left to
right, producer Kary Antholis; music producer David Porter; director Thom Zimny; Priscilla Presley and Jerry Schilling, executive producers; and John Jackson, senior vice president of Sony Music. 
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
were a constant presence in Presley’s life
after his return from the U. S. Army. There
is more focus than in other documentaries
and bios on his time in the Army and how
Army service impacted his career as rock
’n’ roll changed.
“The Searcher” also focuses heavily on
Presley’s manager, Colonel Tom Parker
– criticizing how Parker limited Presley’s
pursuit of music as an artist for the pursuit
of music by the rules of the carnival industry
Parker came from.
The judgments of Parker’s negative
impact come from fellow entertainers Tom
Petty, Bruce Springsteen and Robbie Robertson. They, along with Emmylou Harris,
were chosen because of the catalytic role
Presley’s 1950s recordings had on them at
a young age.
Their experience as performers and
musicians also informs the commentary
about decisions that were made and not
made to direct where his career was going.
Parker is heard defending his practices
in some rare recordings of interviews, including one in which he denies that he
ever vetoed anything Presley wanted to do.
That is followed by Schilling citing at least
one instance where Parker did just that
and Priscilla Presley’s own memories of her
ex-husband expressing concerns about the
control Parker had over his career.
There are also rare recordings of Presley
talking about his unhappiness with the
movie roles that kept him from performing and recording anything that was more
than a soundtrack. At one point he wonders
aloud about time itself changing those
kinds of situations.
“It’s coming from the horse’s mouth
here,” Priscilla Presley said. “We’re not

sugarcoating this at all. We are handling it
with great dignity and integrity.”
The context also includes recordings of
the folk singer Odetta singing Bob Dylan
songs, one of which – “Tomorrow Is A Long
Time” – Presley recorded in 1966 that was
put on a movie soundtrack album and
never released as a single.
The song appears several times as the
documentary explores his attempts to
choose different and better music than the
Hill and Range catalog Presley was locked
into at that point because of an agreement
Parker made.
In another segment, the film exhibits
another major find in the archives – a recording of Presley’s mother, Gladys Presley,
singing a gospel song in a home recording.
Super 8 films of Presley in Las Vegas in the
1950s were from the Graceland archives
and had never been processed before
Zimny did it for the film.
“We went deep in the collectors’ world.
We went deep inside the vault,” he said.
“Every single day there was a new discovery,
a new gem.”
The documentary goes deepest at the
turns in Presley’s trajectory – offering more
about the effects of a decision than an explanation. So at key moments, like the 1972
Aloha From Hawaii satellite television special, the audience watching the screening
Saturday applauded and cheered at the end
of “American Trilogy” and then grew quiet
as the film examined what happened after
the television special for better and worse
and sent Presley on the road for the last four
years of his life constantly touring.
The outtakes from “That’s The Way
It Is” of Presley preparing for his 1970s
opening in Las Vegas are used in the HBO

film as well.
“It’s a story about Elvis, from Elvis,”
said Schilling.
Zimny said it’s also about more than
the impact Presley had or other people’s
encounters with him.
“We knew that Elvis had a strong connection in Memphis and a strong musical
understanding of the genres of rhythm
and blues and country,” Zimny said. “And
what we wanted to do was explore all those
details. Those details give you the ideas of
Elvis being a hardworking musician who
had a passion for music. And we left behind
all of the stories that we’ve heard before.”
Stax singer-songwriter and producer
David Porter was another voice in the
documentary, approached by HBO after his
work as a music consultant for the recent
made-in-Memphis series “Quarry.”
Porter and his songwriting partner,
Isaac Hayes, welcomed Priscilla Presley to
Memphis as a favor in the early 1960s at
the Manhattan Club, a favorite early Elvis
haunt.
“There’s a long background,” Porter
said. And in the film, Porter is among the
voices that provide context for Presley’s
connection to the city’s rhythm and blues
and soul music communities.
“This is so different in so many respects,” Porter said of The Searcher.
Porter was also in the building in the
early 1970s when Presley recorded at Stax
for a set of songs that were dispersed over
several albums that followed.
“I was producing the Sweet Inspirations
at the same time in our studio B and Elvis
was recording in studio A,” he recalled. “I
can tell you it was a tremendous production. Elvis was thrilled to be in that studio.”
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real estate recap

Riviana Foods, Ebrofrost
Continue Work On $26M
Frozen Food Facility
Daily News Staff

2360 PROSPECT ST.
MEMPHIS, TN 38106
PERMIT AMOUNT: $3.1 million
PROJECT COST: $26.5 million
APPLICATION DATE: March 2018
OWNER: Riviana Foods
TENANT: Riviana Foods/Ebrofrost
North America
DETAILS: Riviana Foods’ South Memphis rice facility is growing again. The
Houston, Texas-based company has
filed a $3.1 million building permit application for site work at the 2360 Prospect St. plant it shares with Ebrofrost
North America, the U.S. arm of German
rice and pasta manufacturer Ebrofrost
Holding GmbH.
The two companies partnered about
a year ago on plans for a multimilliondollar facility to process and distribute
frozen rice, pasta and grain products.
The plans included Ebrofrost leasing
and renovating part of Riviana’s 1970s-

era Prospect Street facility, which is just
southwest of The Links at Pine Hill golf
course, and building a new warehouse
onto the building.
The permit comes after the Economic
Development Growth Engine board
on Feb. 21 approved an application to
amend the payment-in-lieu-of-taxes incentive it awarded Ebrofrost last April.
Originally, the company was awarded a
seven-year PILOT for the project, which
was to include a $26 million capital
investment and create 16 jobs with a
median base salary of $48,477.
The amendment increases the PILOT to
eight years after the company increased
the capital investment to $26.5 million,
with plans to create 19 new jobs with a
median salary of $60,654.
164 UNION AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38103
LOAN AMOUNTS: $6.9 million, $1
million
LOAN DATE: March 9, 2018
MATURITY DATE: n/a

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the
region with local journalists, business executives, community
leaders, and politicians, as well as journalists analyzing the major
stories from the Memphis area.

Judge Larry Potter discusses the
role of Environmental Court for
Shelby County with Bill Dries,
senior reporter for the Memphis
Daily News, and host Eric Barnes.
LARRY POTTER

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Channel 10

Map data ©2018 Google

Riviana
Foods

BORROWER: MNR Hospitality LLC
LENDER: Laxmi Hospitality Group LLC
($6.9M), Mahesh Kisan ($1M)
DETAILS: The owner of the former
Benchmark Hotel Downtown has taken
out two loans secured by the partially
demolished property at 164 Union Ave.
MNR Hospitality LLC took out a $6.9
million loan through Laxmi Hospitality
Group LLC and a $1 million second loan
through Mahesh Kisan, according to
separate March 9 trust deeds filed with
the Shelby County Register’s Office.
Kisan is listed as a member of and registered agent for MNR Hospitality, which
has owned the property since 2012.
The former hotel has drawn controversy since MNR began tearing it down
in 2016 before running into financing
issues that stalled the project with the
building only partially demolished.
Signage went up along the hotel’s exterior in September stating it would be
redeveloped as a Fairfield Inn & Suites.
Three months later, MNR pulled a
$600,100 building permit application to
renovate the structure, but no tangible
improvements were made.
The Downtown Memphis Commission
announced Jan. 31 it was taking legal
action against MNR over the condition of the site, and the next day, Shelby
County Environmental Court Judge
Larry Potter ruled it a public nuisance
but said he wouldn’t sign the official
documents, giving the parties time to
settle on redevelopment plans. Potter
retired March 1.
The next hearing on the matter is
scheduled for Thursday, March 22.
3425 AUSTIN PEAY HIGHWAY
MEMPHIS, TN 38128
SALE AMOUNT: $6.2 million
SALE DATE: Feb. 23, 2018
BUYER: RSM Ventures LLC
SELLER: Tabani Raleigh TN LLC
LOAN AMOUNT: $5 million
LOAN DATE: Feb. 23, 2018
MATURITY DATE: March 9, 2021
LENDER: The Bancorp Bank
DETAILS: A large retail strip center
across Austin Peay Highway from the
former Raleigh Springs Mall has sold
for more than $6 million as the city of
Memphis prepares to build its Raleigh
Town Center concept on the site of the
razed mall.
RSM Ventures LLC, which lists an ad-

dress in Brooklyn, New York, bought
the 114,197-square-foot Raleigh Springs
Marketplace, at 3425 Austin Peay
Highway, from Dallas, Texas-based
Tabani Group for $6.2 million, or $54.11
a square foot.
Tabani, doing business as Tabani Raleigh TN LLC, had purchased the Class
C center in December 2007 for $7.1
million.
Built in 1983, Raleigh Springs Marketplace sits on 8.6 acres on the west side
of Austin Peay south of Yale Road and
is anchored by Save-A-Lot and Christ
Community Health Services. The
Shelby County Assessor of Property’s
2017 appraisal is $5 million.
The sale comes as the city moves ahead
with its plan for a town center concept
where the 1970s-era Raleigh Springs
Mall once stood. The project, approved in 2013, includes a new Raleigh
branch public library, police and traffic
precinct, city-owned skate park and 11acre lake with a walking trail.
Demolition of the mall wrapped up last
year, and the city pulled $25 million in
building permit applications in recent
weeks for the project.
2094 TRIMBLE PLACE
MEMPHIS, TN 38104
TENANT: 17 Berkshire
LANDLORD: Loeb Properties
LANDLORD’S AGENT: Aaron Petree
DETAILS: Loeb Properties Inc. has
signed a new tenant at 2094 Trimble
Place in Overton Square.
Pastry and cake bakery 17 Berkshire is
taking 1,038 square feet, with plans to
open this spring. Construction on the
buildout of its space is ongoing.
Aaron Petree, vice president brokerage
for Loeb Properties, represented the
landlord in the transaction.
Local owner Nuha Abuduhair has
operated 17 Berkshire since 2015. It
specializes in elegant cakes, macarons,
pastries and chocolates. The name
comes from the address in Memphis
where she grew up.
In its new Overton Square storefront,
17 Berkshire will feature Abuduhair’s
handmade pastries served with specialty artisanal teas and coffees, along with
a curated selection of boutique items.
The bakery also offers custom celebration cakes and pastries available by
special order.
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IRIS Orchestra Partners With
Brooks Museum for New Season
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The IRIS Orchestra is trying something new for its just-announced 2018-19
concert season.
As the resident orchestra of the Germantown Performing Arts Center, the
IRIS Orchestra’s normal Saturday evening concerts will continue to be held at
GPAC, with a new start time of 7:30 p.m.
Meanwhile, replacing the current Sunday
matinee orchestral concert at GPAC will
be IRIS’ new “IRIS at the Brooks” Sunday
afternoon chamber series at the Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art, which will be held
at 3 p.m.
The IRIS at the Brooks concerts will all
be paired with a featured Brooks Museum
art exhibit and reception.
Michael Stern, IRIS’s artistic director,
said the orchestra has wanted to pursue
a strong collaboration and partnership
with the Brooks for some time now.
“Our new Sunday chamber series
with the Brooks Museum,” he says, “will
feature programs of exceptional quality,
presenting our guest soloists and our own
brilliant musicians in a spirit of adventure that has always been the hallmark
of IRIS.”
These will be unique performances,
says Brooks executive director Emily
Ballew Neff, that blend music and the
visual arts. This season – IRIS’s 19th –
will include five concerts in the Saturday
orchestral series and four in the Sunday
series at the Brooks. Season subscriptions
are available now, and single tickets will
go on sale Aug. 20.
Here’s a rundown of what’s on the
way:
Midori, a violinist who debuted with
the New York Philharmonic at age 11, will
perform with IRIS at GPAC on Oct. 13 in a
celebration of the centennial of composer
Leonard Bernstein. For IRIS at the Brooks
on Oct. 14, she’ll join IRIS musicians for
an intimate concert of chamber music.
On Dec. 1 at GPAC, IRIS will play a
show that includes festive compositions
in a holiday collaboration with the University of Memphis Chorus.
On Feb. 16 at GPAC, IRIS will play a
show featuring a young classical accor-

Conductor and IRIS Orchestra artistic director Michael Stern said the orchestra is teaming up with the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art for a Sunday afternoon chamber series. 
(Courtesy of IRIS Orchestra)

dion virtuoso, Hanzhi Wang, and Bach’s
Harpsichord Concerto No. 1, redefined,
as well as Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for
Strings.
The next day, on Feb. 17 for IRIS at the
Brooks, Wang will join IRIS musicians for
a chamber music performance.
For the run of shows leading up to
the end of the season, March 16 at GPAC
will find pianist Inon Barnatan joining
IRIS for Beethoven’s Piano Concerto
No. 3, among other works. March 17 at
the Brooks will see Barnatan perform
Beethoven with IRIS Orchestra musicians
as well as solo Bach.
For the final weekend of shows, IRIS
at GPAC on April 27 will feature Dvorak’s
Violin Concerto with Itamar Zorman, top
prize winner at the 2011 International
Tchaikovsky Competition. The orchestra
will be showcased in the rarely performed
Serenade No. 1 by Brahms.

On April 28 for IRIS at the Brooks,
Zorman performs Mendelssohn with IRIS
Orchestra musicians as well as solo Bach.
“The overriding principle behind the
way we schedule a season is that IRIS
should program differently than other
places,” Stern said. “We have a lot of
works that are not necessarily on the
beaten path, but at the same time we also
cover the canon. We want people to come
out of the hall having had an exhilarating
experience. We want to make the case
that music matters. I think there’s a huge
role to be played in terms of advocacy
and elevating the conversation with the
community by the arts.”
The orchestra has built up a reputation over 19 seasons as one of the premier
chamber orchestras in the country. It includes musicians drawn from orchestras,
universities and other chamber groups
from around the U.S.
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“

We have a lot of works that
are not necessarily on the
beaten path, but at the
same time we also cover
the canon. We want people
to come out of the hall
having had an exhilarating
experience. We want to
make the case that music
matters.”
–Michael Stern, IRIS’s artistic director
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Dunavant Says Gangs ‘Prime
Problem’ in West Tennessee
began and operated primarily in the area
of Kerr Avenue and Pillow Street in south
Memphis.
It included, according to the indictment
on drug, firearms and money launU.S. Attorney Michael Dunavant says
street gangs in various forms and coali- dering charges, members of the Young
tions are “the prime problem and concern Mob, Vice Lords, Gangster Disciples,
Kitchen Crip and Bloods.
here in West Tennessee and Memphis.”
“We believe that we completely
“We are targeting the financial structook down the Major Stacks
ture of these organizations.
Entertainment gang.
These are businessmen.
They call themselves
They come together from
that as a name ostenall different types of
sibly because they
groups, across gang
say they are in the
rivalries for the purmusic business or
pose of making monthe rap business,”
ey,” Dunavant said
Dunavant said. “That
on the WKNO/Chanis just something
nel 10 program “Bethat popped up and
hind The Headlines.”
they created a name for
The approach takes
themselves really for the
into account organizaMICHAEL DUNAVANT
purpose of committing
tions that cross gang
crime.”
lines, sometimes bringDunavant expects these organizaing members of rival street gang members
together in organizations sometimes tions will form again.
“It’s almost like whack a mole. They
known as “mobs.”
“It’s a money-making opportunity. pop up and create some name – they creOne of the best ways we know to attack ate some presence on social media. They
and dismantle these gangs, these struc- do business. They organize in such a way
tures, is to go after the financial incentives that it’s loose but effective,” he said. “We
by money laundering,” he said. “And also are certainly pursuing it vigorously. We
to identify people who we can’t nicely believe we’ve made a major dent in some
put into separate categories. We identify of them. … It’s very frustrating. It’s very
that they are conspiring and coming to- challenging for law enforcement. But we
gether to commit criminal acts and they are being effective.”
“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by
are criminally responsible for the overall
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News,
conspiracy.”
Dunavant’s office announced in can be seen on The Daily News Video
February the indictment of 25 alleged page, video.memphisdailynews.com.
Dunavant, whose office takes in all of
members and associates of “Major Stacks
Entertainment” – an organization that West Tennessee, has a prosecutor whose
BILL DRIES

bdries@memphisdailynews.com

sole job is to pursue cases based on opioid
distribution and overdose deaths.
“We are targeting and we are reviewing every overdose death to makes sure we
can go back and investigate the source of
that and hold that person accountable,”
he said. “We are attempting to make sure
that we are regulating and watching those
health care professionals that might be
abusing or dishonoring their oath.”
But that hasn’t so far included pursuing pharmaceutical companies, which
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions has
said the Justice Department will pursue.
“We support that as one way to tackle
that problem.,” Dunavant said. “But here
on the ground in West Tennessee we
are not focused on filing those lawsuits
and litigating in our courts. We’re really
focused on the supply side and the traffickers, the people who are creating the
overdoses and the overdose deaths, the
people who are making money on that.
And we are very aggressively focused on
those cases in such a way that we have
ramped up our case load.”
Dunavant also said he is working with
local officials and the FBI on a “comprehensive approach” to prevent school and
other mass shootings.
“I think there are too many guns in the
hands of prohibited or dangerous people.
I don’t think as a general rule there’s too
many guns,” he said. “Law-abiding people
who can lawfully possess and own firearms, they don’t create a lot of problems
for us in the criminal justice system. It is
the prohibited person – that is the minor,
the criminal alien, the convicted felon,
the person who has the background of
domestic violence convictions or orders
of protection.”

G OV E R N M E N T

Council Makes First Moves on Pre-K Funding
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis City Council members took
first votes Tuesday, March 20, approving
the city’s move toward funding $6 million
of a $16 million expansion of local prekindergarten programs.
Ordinances approved on the first of
three readings establish a city account
for prekindergarten with funding coming
from one penny on the city property tax
rate and incremental city property tax
revenue that comes when tax abatements
provided for economic development
projects expire.
Council members also modified the
moratorium on any new public arts projects approved two weeks ago by passing
a resolution Tuesday that specifically
exempts six projects already underway,
including “I Am A Man” Plaza and a com-

panion “reflection” area at Second Street
and Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue.
Legal questions remain about the
council’s call to paint over a mural on
a private business on Lamar Avenue at
Willett Street done as part of the Paint
Memphis program.
The mural of a zombie-like figure
has drawn the most ire among council
members who feel that particular mural
is offensive.
City public works director Robert
Knecht told council members Tuesday of a
“legal issue” that involves the Visual Artists
Rights Act. The 1990 federal copyright law
says artists have “moral rights” to prevent
or seek damages for changes to or the destruction of art that meets legal standards
even if the work is owned by someone else.
VARA has been used in two civil cases
involving murals that were painted over
or removed.
In other action Tuesday, the council

approved a 45-day moratorium on any
demolition in the Cooper-Young area as
the council works through a final version
of a Cooper-Young overlay for development in the area.
The council is also taking a second
look at its approval two weeks ago of a
commercial development on White Station Road north of Poplar Avenue. Council
member Kemp Conrad pulled the item
from the minutes of the March 6 meeting
Tuesday before they were approved. Conrad said there was some discussion about
a turn lane that he wanted to know more
about before making the council vote final.
And the council passed a resolution
honoring Echol Cole and Robert Walker,
the two sanitation workers whose deaths
in February 1968 triggered the sanitation
workers strike, as well as Larry Payne, a
teenager who was shot and killed by police
after a Downtown march being led by Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. ended in violence.

Report On
Playhouse
Allegation
Won’t Be
Released
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Playhouse on the Square will not be
making public the details of its investigation or a report it commissioned on
an allegation of “sexual misconduct”
by theater founder Jackie Nichols.
But the theater’s board could be
required to report the allegation to
authorities if it hasn’t already, Shelby
County District Attorney General Amy
Weirich confirmed Tuesday, March 20.
Nichols retired earlier this month
and the Playhouse board accepted it,
but in announcing his departure made
no mention of the allegation made by
a woman who posted on Facebook in
January that she was sexually abused
as a child at the theater.
Nichols denied any wrongdoing
and took a leave of absence in January.
The Playhouse board then announced
it had hired the law firm Burch, Porter
& Johnson PLLC “to investigate an allegation of sexual misconduct” against
Nichols.
When asked this week if the report
would be made public, spokesman David Brown responded by email: “Jackie
Nichols elected to retire. Both the investigation and the report will be treated as
confidential and will not be released to
the news media or the public.”
Asked about the allegation and
requirements in Tennessee state law
to report allegations of child sexual
abuse, Weirich, through a spokesman
and by email said, “Our reading of the
statue indicates yes, the board would
have a duty to report.”
That doesn’t mean prosecutors
could or would say anything about such
an allegation or their investigation.
A similar legal point came up in
2005 when leaders of the Catholic Diocese of Memphis argued they weren’t
required by state law to report allegations of child sexual abuse by priests
made to church officials because the
alleged victims had been 13 or older
at the time.
Then-district attorney general Bill
Gibbons said the diocese was required
to report the allegations under state
law.
The controversy led the diocese to
agree to turn over information to prosecutors on allegations it knew about in
the past, some dating back 40 years,
involving several priests.
Prosecutors didn’t disclose names
or specific allegations and the investigation never resulted in any criminal
charges.
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CHILDREN’S CENTRAL
New CMOM executive director envisions ‘town square’ for early childhood education
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

The first career choice a child has in
mind isn’t always the right one. Stephanie
Butler, who today is the new executive
director of the Children’s Museum of
Memphis, thought she wanted to be a
doctor. That all changed in 10th-grade
biology class when it was time to dissect
a fetal pig.
Butler fainted and when she came to
she was sure of one thing: She probably
wouldn’t be able to get through medical
school.
The kids who tour The Children’s
Museum of Memphis (CMOM) have a lot
of opportunity to imagine themselves as
“big people” working a job, having a career, Butler says. And it’s no coincidence
that most of the exhibits that help them
with their vision have corporate sponsors.
For those kids who think they might
want to be doctors, there is the exhibit
sponsored by Baptist Memorial Hospital
where they can play “operation” and
learn about how the heart, lungs, kidneys
and other organs function.
AutoZone Inc. and International
Paper Co. sponsor exhibits, Kroger’s miniature grocery store is always a hit, and
so is the “pearly white” dental area. Kids
climb into a FedEx plane cockpit, sit in a
sheriff’s office car, or climb aboard a fire
truck and take a fire safety quiz.
“This is supposed to be a fun place
of wonder and inspiration,” Butler said.
“They may not be thinking, ‘I want a career in engineering,’ but they’re learning
to put something together.”
Butler, 45, is charged with overseeing
all aspects of the museum – everything
from education, community relations,
operations and development, to raising
funds for the museum’s recent expansion, which includes the restored Memphis Grand Carousel. She assumed her
responsibilities March 5 and succeeds
Dick Hackett, who retired from the museum in 2017.
Bridgette Speake, who is president
of the board of trustees for the CMOM,
said Butler stood out as a candidate for
her “vision and business strengths.” Said
Speake: “We’ve hired the ultimate people
person who can take on challenges, inspire the staff and supporters.”

Stephanie Butler, the new executive director of the Children's Museum of Memphis, brings a lot of experience with the administrative and fundraising aspects of running nonprofits.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“

This is supposed to be a
fun place of wonder and
inspiration. They may not
be thinking, ‘I want a career
in engineering,’ but they’re
learning to put something
together.”
–Stephanie Butler, CMOM executive director

The museum, which opened in 1990,
employs 37 full and part-time employees
and also utilizes a volunteer force, which
helps in many ways including putting on
the museum’s annual fundraiser.
Butler is a native Memphian who is

Your source for accurate and unbiased
real estate data you can trust.
www.ChandlerReports.com

a graduate of Rhodes College as well as
Columbia Business School in New York
(M.B.A.) and Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International Studies in Washington, D.C. (MA). Much of her career
has focused on community service. She
has significant experience in family and
corporate philanthropy and program
development, with past leadership roles
at organizations such as Hyde Family
Foundation and FedEx Corp.
She joins the museum after serving as
chief strategy officer at United Way of the
Mid-South, where she played a key role in
its recent transformations in fundraising
and grant-making.
The CMOM has an annual operating
budget of $3.6 million. Funds are generated by private contributions (42.9 percent) and earned income (57.1 percent).
“That’s a nice balance,” Butler said.
“I’ve worked around nonprofits enough
to know that getting earned revenue up

is very difficult.”
As part of the expansion, CMOM is
aiming to further increase earned income by making use of space for special
events including corporate meetings and
weddings.
“Once the decision was made to restore the carousel, which was the one you
saw at the Fairgrounds and Libertyland,
we needed a place to house that and it
also gave the museum an opportunity
to provide meeting space and gathering
space and event space,” Butler said. “My
vision is to use this to open the museum
up to the community.”
Butler says she also likes what National Civil Rights Museum president
Terri Lee Freeman has done, by making
the venue a place for discussions about
race in the community.
Said Butler: “I want this museum to
be a town square for early childhood
education.”
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Tenn.'s Road, Infrastructure Systems
Problem Shared Across State
more time commuting to work
than their urban and suburban
neighbors.

FRANK DANIELS

Though we often complain
about our government, we
count on it every day, in large
ways and small.
An example of a small way
… potholes. Which don’t seem
like a small issue after they cause
your tire(s) to blow out.
TAKING ACTION
Elections are the events that
allow citizens to turn their complaints into action. They are our
opportunity to effect change, or
to support the status quo.
The 2018 elections are particularly important in Tennessee. Gov. Bill Haslam is ineligible
for a third term; two-term U.S.
Sen. Bob Corker has opted to
retire; and dozens of state legislators made the decision that
this would be their last session
in Nashville.
The 124 members of the
Tennessee Press Association,
like this newspaper, will be
covering local elections as we
do each cycle, but this year we
are also working together to ask
the candidates for statewideelected offices to share their
positions on issues of broad
concern.
We count on our state and
federal government to make
sure that the utilitarian infrastructure of modern life – roads,
right of way, transit, water safety, and access to basic telecommunications, including the
internet – is sufficient to sustain
the needs of citizens.

In 2014, for example, federal, state, and local governments spent $416 billion on
infrastructure, according to the
Congressional Budget Office
(CBO).
COMMUTING TO WORK
Whether you live in a rural
county (over two-thirds of Tennessee counties are considered
rural), an urban county (four or
perhaps six counties), or somewhere in between, Tennesseans
share a common complaint – it
takes too long to drive to where
we need go.
There is a lot of noise in the
news about how bad traffic is
Nashville, Memphis, Knoxville
and Chattanooga, but those traffic woes are not unique and are
felt far from city centers.
Think Tennessee, a public
policy nonprofit, concluded in
its analysis of 2016 census data
the time Tennesseans spend
commuting to work is a problem
that extends beyond the borders
of the state’s major cities.
“With an average commute
time of 24.5 minutes, there
are few short drives to work in
Tennessee,” the organization
reported in August, “but travel
times are worst in the ring just
beyond the suburbs.”
Residents in the rural counties that surround our four
major cities spend 25 percent

ROUGH ROADS, AGING
BRIDGES, AND OTHER
NEEDS
Counties across Tennessee
are faced with a growing backlog
of transportation projects, estimated at $10 billion in January
2017. That backlog prompted
the General Assembly to pass
comprehensive legislation that
took effect in July.
The IMPROVE Act (Improving Manufacturing, Public
Roads and Opportunities) raised
taxes on gasoline, diesel fuel,
compressed natural gas and
liquefied gas, and raised fees
on motor vehicle registrations,
including a new $100 fee for
electric vehicles. To compensate
for the tax increases, the legislation reduced the sales tax rate on
food, established a phase out of
the Hall income tax, and lowered taxes on manufacturers.
The net effect of the tax
changes was to fund 962 road
and bridge projects across all 95
counties, while maintaining the
commitment that Tennessee
does not go into debt to fund
road building and maintenance.
The tax increases also provided
$70 million a year for counties
to invest in projects, and $35
million annually for cities.
The legislation also authorized local governments to raise
local taxes to pay for transit
projects. In Nashville, for example, voters will decide in May
whether to authorize more than

$5 billion in bonds to build transit system, which would include
a light rail system and tunnels
under downtown. The revenue
bonds would be financed by an
increase in the local option sales
and use tax, hotel occupancy
tax, business tax and local rental
car tax.
The passage of the IMPROVE Act reduced Tennessee’s
reliance on federal funding to
pay for transportation projects
from about 55 percent of expenditures to about 47 percent
of expenditures, but the state
is dependent on continued
robust federal spending from
the Highway Trust Fund. The
Highway Trust Fund is funded
by the federal gas tax, which has
not been changed since 1993,
and the CBO projects that the
Highway Trust Fund’s revenues
will be insufficient to meet its
obligations by 2021
In February, President Donald Trump proposed a $200
billion infrastructure spending
plan that puts an emphasis on
increased funding from state
and local governments and
private investors. The plan “addresses more than traditional infrastructure – like roads, bridges,
and airports – but addresses
other needs like drinking and
wastewater systems, waterways,
water resources, energy, rural
infrastructure, public lands, veterans’ hospitals, and Brownfield
and Superfund sites.”
The impact of the president’s proposal on how much
federal funding will pay for
Tennessee projects is uncertain.

21ST CENTURY HIGHWAYS
In the last century, infrastructure investment was focused on moving people, but
today’s infrastructure must
include how well we move information.
The state Department of
Economic and Community
Development reported in July
2016 that an assessment of Tennessee businesses showed that
43 percent of net new jobs and
66 percent of new revenues were
enabled by access to broadband
internet, and that 34 percent
of businesses said that access
to broadband was essential to
choosing where they located.
The ECD assessment also
reported that over 800,000 Tennesseans did not have access to
high-speed internet, and more
than 25 percent of households
and businesses with access to
some form of high-speed internet did not have high quality
access. While only two percent
of people living in urban areas
did not have access to high quality internet, 34 percent of rural
residents did not have access.
The legislature enacted the
Tennessee Broadband Accessibility Act in May to improve
high speed internet access.
OVERSHADOWED
The many other infrastructure needs in Tennessee are
overshadowed by the huge
investment in transportation
… until they fail. How prepared
are our political leaders for that?
Let us know what issues are
crucial to you.
Frank Daniels lives in
Clarksville. A former editor and
columnist, he is a member of the
N.C. Journalism Hall of Fame.
He can be reached at fdanielsiii@
mac.com.

What Do Statewide Candidates Say About Infrastructure Investment?
Is investment in public infrastructure important? And should Tennessee have
more dedicated revenue sources to pay for construction and maintenance of infrastructure across the state, or is the existing tax structure – primarily the state
tax on fuel, and wheel taxes – sufficient to pay for what Tennessee needs to sustain and grow its economy?
Each of the major candidates for governor and U.S. Senate were asked to tell
our readers about their views on infrastructure investment.

GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES
REPUBLICAN
Diane Black: President Trump’s Rebuilding Infrastructure in American Plan is tremendous news for
Tennessee.
The principles of this plan are examples of what all policy should strive

to do: use funds as a hand up instead
of a hand out, give more flexibility to
state and local governments and focus on the benefits of investments in
private industry.
The plan would allocate $200 billion
to states to stimulate $1.5 trillion in
infrastructure investments nationwide. The funds will promote state,
local and private investments in

infrastructure and
maximize the value
of every taxpayer
dollar.
The funds will be
divided into multiple programs: $100
billion to create an
BLACK
Incentives Program,
$20 billion for the
Transformative Projects Program,
$20 billion to expand infrastructure
financing programs, $10 billion for a
new Federal Capital Revolving Fund
and, most importantly for Tennessee,
$50 billion for a new Rural Infrastructure Program.
The bulk of the funding from the Rural Infrastructure Program will be

allocated to state governors, giving us
the flexibility to prioritize the community’s needs.
For the seventy-eight rural counties
of Tennessee, this is a game-changer.
As governor, I will work hard to put
these funds to good use in our communities. No one knows what Tennessee needs like Tennesseans. As
I've traveled the state, two things I
have heard from East to West Tennessee is the need for good roads and
broadband.
From the top to the bottom, greater
access to good roads and broadband
gives communities the necessities to
recruit businesses, support local education and grow their economies.
The President’s plan will make it all

www.thememphisnews.com

March 23-29, 2018 13

2018 Tennessee Elections

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

the more possible for our state to improve our infrastructure, attract more
businesses and spread the prosperity
of Tennessee’s cities to even our most
rural communities.
It’s time Tennessee dreams bigger for
our rural communities, and the President’s plan is a huge step in the right
direction.
Randy Boyd: Great roads and strong
infrastructure are essential to economic development and thankfully
Tennessee has some of the best assets
in the country. One
of our greatest assets is we are one of
the few states with
no road debt and as
Governor I will continue that pay-asyou-go conservative
practice. As ComBOYD
missioner of Economic and Community Development,
I frequently promoted Tennessee’s
outstanding infrastructure to new
business prospects and it is a critical
recruitment tool. Quality roads and
safe infrastructure are about more
than just transportation – they are
about better jobs and properly growing our state. We must commit to a
safe and reliable transportation system and no matter what new technology or changes come, I am focused on
ensuring that Tennessee continues
that tradition of safe roadways.
Furthermore, another critical part of
our infrastructure is broadband access. Just as with roads, if there is no
broadband, it will be hard for businesses, schools, and communities to
thrive and grow. As Commissioner, I
was happy to lead the effort to bring
broadband to more rural areas, but
there is still work to be done. As Governor, I will continue working to make
sure all communities are connected
and have the tools to thrive.

COMING NEXT MONTH
Opioid crisis and public safety: The spread of opioid abuse claimed nearly 1,200
lives in Tennessee in 2016, and it is getting worse. Methamphetamine abuse, while
not getting the headlines, has increased. Gun violence is increasing. What proposals
do our candidates have to help Tennesseans address these public safety issues?

and time again, infrastructure came
up as a number one concern – roads,
utilities, and broadband.
We have taken action to address our
state’s infrastructure over the last few
years, but there is more that can be
done, especially in the rural parts of
our state. We are fortunate not to have
any road debt in the state of Tennessee, and we need to ensure we have
enough dedicated sources of funding to support these needs across the
state. As governor, I will make that a
priority.

Bill Lee: In my company, I have always told our managers, be careful
about what you add in the good times,
because you might have to take it
away in the lean times, and that philosophy has kept us from having to
make some very difficult decisions
when times do inevitably get tough.
When approaching
a budget, whether
in my company, or
as governor, I look at
every line item and
weigh the merits.
You have to make
LEE
hard decisions and
differentiate from
“needs” and “wants.”
Investing in infrastructure is clearly
a need, and it needs to be addressed
more quickly. I run a company with
hundreds of vehicles, and our company is in the business of maintaining
the infrastructure of buildings. Deferring maintenance is a costly, critical
mistake. The same obviously applies
to government. Neglecting infraBeth Harwell: My philosophy is
structure ensures more expensive and
that for those things government is
more painful solutions when we finalcharged with doly do get around to addressing them.
ing, it should do
In Tennessee, we find ourselves with
efficiently and efa growing infrastructure problem,
fectively. Infrastrucnot only because of deferred mainture is the responsitenance, but because of factors like
bility of government
TennCare, where we grew that pro– and the state plays
gram to unsustainable levels. As a
a large role – and
result, fixed overhead became an anit impacts every
HARWELL
chor on the budget which meant the
citizen in this state.
state highway fund was raided to pay
Roads and utilities affect the quality
our bills.
of life of all Tennesseans. InfrastrucWe can’t do that again.
ture must be a priority, because jobs
Infrastructure needs to be part of a
and economic prosperity depend on
bigger conversation around our entire
it.
A solid infrastructure is a critical part state budget. In the last eight years,
of recruiting businesses to relocate to inflation has risen 8 percent, and our
population has grown by 5 percent.
Tennessee and creating an environment where Tennessee businesses can However, our state budget appropriations alone have risen by an astoundexpand and thrive. While every citiing 32 percent.
zen can feel the impact of poor infrastructure in the form of traffic, subpar If we don’t do something to slow the
growth of government spending today
utilities, and unsafe bridges, busi– while revenues are currently strong
nesses rely on these things to deliver
goods and services to all Tennesseans. – we’re destined to find ourselves in
a hard situation when revenues drop.
A few years ago, I convened a Rural
That will not only harm infrastrucTask Force that traveled the state to
ture, it’ll hurt education, law enforcediscuss what was needed to boost
ment, and many of the services the
prosperity in our rural areas. Time

state currently provides.
DEMOCRAT
Karl Dean: Karl knows that the right
investments in infrastructure are key
to economic growth.
Access to roads, water lines, broadband
service and other infrastructure are essential for businesses
looking to grow and
create jobs.
During his time as
DEAN
Mayor of Nashville,
Karl made improving the city’s infrastructure a priority, working with the
Metro Council to invest $2.3 billion in
capital projects in all parts of Davidson
County. He also worked with the Metro
Council to create a funding stream for
new water, sewer and storm water infrastructure projects. When Karl first
took office, the city’s water department
had essentially no bonding capacity.
Now, Nashville has the water infrastructure it needs to support years of
economic growth.
As governor, Karl will bring the same
commitment to finding pragmatic solutions to our communities’ problems.
He will work with the Tennessee General Assembly and our state’s leaders in
Washington D.C. to ensure all available
state and federal resources are put toward our state’s most pressing infrastructure needs.
Craig Fitzhugh: Infrastructure is – and
has been – the backbone of Tennessee’s
progress in the economic and social
arenas. As Gov. Ned Ray McWherter
used to say, “Education plus roads
equals jobs.” From
the first rivers and
the movement of
goods and people, to
the days of our roads
being the class of
the nation, Tennessee has lead the way
when it comes to our FITZHUGH
infrastructure. Unfortunately, we began to lose that mantle in the past few years. I do believe
that the IMPROVE Act that was passed
in the legislature last year will begin
to remedy some of the backlog of projects, and our state has made a real effort to improve our crumbling bridges.
The unique makeup of our state in the
urban-suburban-rural mix requires
different solutions in each type of locale. Local governments must maintain their ability to make decisions in
concert with their citizens for the best
interests of their communities.
While infrastructure is usually thought
of as roads and bridges, we must make
sure that our water systems are also
brought up to standard. No one really
thinks of pipes beneath our roads and

buildings until they burst. We must
make those investments not only for
their physical integrity but also for
their health aspects-making sure that
lead and other contaminants are not
entering our schools, businesses and
homes. New materials and technologies will allow for more durable and
streamlined infrastructure and we
must not push off these projects. Doing
nothing puts our communities and our
citizens in danger – much like the danger our legislature put Tennessee in by
not expanding Medicaid. The refusal
of these funds has made Tennessee the
per capita leader in hospital closures.
Expanding Medicaid would give life to
these hospitals, making our communities safer, healthier and more economically viable.
U.S. SENATE CANDIDATES
Marsha Blackburn, Republican: Tennessee’s economy is directly linked to
our transportation and infrastructure
system, and to maintain our economic
competitiveness, we
must think strategically about improving our connectivity.
While traditionally
infrastructure refers
to our highway system, broadband is an
increasingly imporBLACKBURN
tant component of
connectivity. Internet access is critical
to our 21st century economy. Lack of
reliable internet access is not just an
inconvenience; it holds Tennesseans
back. Without access to reliable internet, children are unable to complete
their homework assignments and our
small businesses are unable to compete on a larger scale. As the Chair of
the Communications and Technology
Subcommittee, making broadband
accessible is a top priority for me, and
I am working with members of both
parties to advance legislation to this
end. One such piece of legislation
would require new federal highway
projects to lay broadband infrastructure at the same time, conserving tax
dollars while constructing critical
infrastructure.
Last month, President Trump unveiled
his transportation and infrastructure
initiative to improve our nation’s economy. I agree with the President that
our current system of federal funding is inefficient, and I know simply
throwing more money at the problem
will not solve it. We must restructure
the way federal highway projects are
selected, maintained, and regulated.
With the President’s leadership, we will
be more judicious in spending federal
tax dollars, streamline the permitting
process, and encourage public-private
partnerships. I will work with President
Trump every step of the way to advocate for Tennessee’s roadways.
I am committed to growing our economy and making life easier for Tennessee families. In the U.S. Senate, I
will work to increase Tennesseans’ access to broadband and work with the
President to restructure the federal
elections continued on P14
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Dean: ‘It’s Kind of Our Turn’ in Governor’s Race

Democratic contender for Tennessee governor Karl Dean told a Memphis group last
week that he believes Tennessee voters are more moderate politically than the Tennessee Legislature. 
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Democratic contender for governor
Karl Dean is pushing hard the idea that
Democrats can win one of the two statewide races on the Tennessee ballot this
year.
“People get discouraged. They say the
state is totally red,” the former Nashville
mayor told a group of 100 members of the
Memphis Baptist Ministerial Association

Friday, March 16, at a luncheon in South
Memphis.
Since the election of Memphian and
Republican Winfield Dunn in 1970, the
state has alternated between Democratic
and Republican governors, electing each
governor to the limit of two consecutive
terms.
“So it’s kind of our turn this time,” he
told the group at Mount Moriah Baptist
Church, speaking of Democrats. “I would
also suggest to you that we have a history
as a state of we tend to elect people re-

gardless of party to the governorship – we
tend to elect people who are moderate. I
think our state is more moderate than our
Legislature. I think our state is more moderate than our congressional delegation.”
State and local Republican Party
leaders have also noted the switch from
Democratic to Republican governors
over almost half a century and have set
breaking the bipartisan rhythm as a goal,
with the election of a new Republican
governor to follow outgoing Republican
Gov. Bill Haslam.
Dean is running in the August primary where the other major contender
is Democratic state Rep. Craig Fitzhugh
of Ripley.
The Republican field, also on the ballot in August, has five major contenders:
U.S Rep. Diane Black of Gallatin, former
Tennessee Economic and Community
Development commissioner Randy Boyd
of Knoxville, Franklin businessman Bill
Lee, state House Speaker Beth Harwell,
and Kay White, a Realtor in Tri-Cities.
Dean specifically came to the city to
talk about “901 Matters” – a platform specifically for Memphis and Shelby County
that emphasizes improving economic
development and in turn lowering poverty in the area. That includes recruiting
businesses to occupy the state’s Memphis
Regional Megasite – which is not in Memphis but in Haywood County.
“You can look around the state and
you can see areas … all doing very, very
well. … I think in areas that have not had
the same economic energy, that should
be the focus of our attention,” Dean said
after the luncheon.
Dean heard several of those at the
luncheon push for a payroll tax or some
kind of tax on the income of those who
work in Memphis but live in Mississippi
or Arkansas.
Such a tax would be unconstitutional,

Dean countered, since an amendment to
the Tennessee Constitution that recently
passed forbids any kind of state income
tax.
“I’m not in favor of that happening
in Tennessee. It’s not going to happen
in Tennessee,” he said. “I think the way
we should encourage economic development is by making Tennessee the most
attractive place where people want to
do that.”
Dean also said Tennessee “has done
very well in terms of attracting businesses
with its current tax structure.”
After the speech and question-andanswer session, Dean conceded that the
city’s proximity on the border with two
other states is a challenge.
“I think Memphis does have this
unique challenge to its tax base, this
unique challenge to being successful
in economic development because it
is located so close to other states,” he
said. “And the other states have been
very competitive in the way they’ve approached it.”
Local leaders are currently debating
whether or not to restructure the local
approach to economic development and
make EDGE – the Economic Development Growth Engine, the city-county
agency that grants tax abatements – more
of a salesman for economic development.
Dean said he wouldn’t presume to
suggest a path on that specific issue.
“I was mayor (of Nashville) during
a recession and when times were hard.
And I worked hard on any economic
development deal or any way that we
could increase economic activity in the
city,” he said. “During the depths of the
recession I was happy to go to any store
that was opening and celebrate that. But
as we got more and more successful, and
more and more big companies moved in,
it kind of built on itself.”

elections continued from P13

similar at one point.
But we Tennesseans have a lot of common sense and know that there is no
such thing as a free lunch. Tennessee
electric ratepayers have been paying to
build this electrical infrastructure for
three-quarters of a century. We’ve paid
for it and it works well. When I worked
as Governor recruiting jobs, one of our
competitive advantages was the availability of efficient, reliable power here
in Tennessee, thanks to TVA.
If politicians sell parts of TVA to a private corporation, here’s what happens:
those politicians will take the proceeds and spend it somewhere quickly.
But any private purchaser is going to
have to get its investment back, plus
interest and a profit. There’s only one
place that is going to come from –
TVA’s electrical customers. That is, you
and me. We have to start back at the
beginning, buying that infrastructure
a second time, and will be doing so in
our electric bills for decades to come.
Politicians play, electrical customers
pay.
So, Mr. President (and Mr. and Ms.
Congress), let’s talk about our real infrastructure needs, but please remember: “first of all do no harm.”

government’s infrastructure program.
Philip Bredesen, Democrat: Every
doctor learns the rule – reflected in the
Hippocratic Oath – to “first of all do no
harm.” When you’re faced with a decision, it may be better to take the conservative path, rather than risk causing
more harm through
your intervention.
This is too good a
rule to just leave to
physicians. There
are plenty of other
areas where it apBREDESEN
plies as well. One of
these is the much-discussed area of
public infrastructure, and we have a
good example right here in Tennessee.
In his recent budget, President
Trump proposed selling off a part of
the Tennessee Valley Authority, TVA.
His idea was to sell off the transmission assets – the power lines and the
substations – that Washington would
then use for other expenses. This is
not entirely new with Trump, President Obama proposed something
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Prekindergarten Expansion Plan
Includes Broader Early Childhood Reach
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

After voters defeated two ballot questions in two years for sales tax increases
– city and county – to fund an expansion
of prekindergarten classrooms primarily in Memphis, the effort is back with
a momentum that seemed unlikely five
years ago.
The Memphis City Council approved
on the first of three readings this week
a pre-K fund for its $6 million part of a
$16 million pre-K plan and two funding
sources for it. County government leaders
are talking about what their share would
look like and when it would be due.
The resulting movement on those
fronts could leverage another $23.5 million in private funding for a larger system
of early childhood education. It could
also make it more difficult for economic
development projects to get extensions
on tax abatement incentives they get at
the outset of expansions and relocations.
Seeding Success, the coalition of
education organizations, not-for-profits,
and other faith-based, philanthropic and
business groups, plans to raise $23.5 million from private sources that combined
with the local government funding would
amount to a $40 million recurring fund,
said Mark Sturgis, the organization’s executive director.
“It’s effective early childhood education system going beyond the boundaries
of 4-year-olds all the way back to prenatal
care and then really working with the
school system around the K-third-grade
alignment, which we think is really critical,” Sturgis said.
The broader push also answers an
early concern of some council members
to the renewed pre-K push. Council
member Bill Morrison, who is a teacher,
warning that without K-3 improvements,
gains in pre-K wouldn’t last.
Seeding Success is working on wraparound social services for at-risk children and their parents – some that are
expansion of existing programs, like a
set of home visitation programs over a
three-year period used by 1,000 young
mothers and their children that builds
early positive interactions between parent and child.
“All of these strategies are not just
about the child but about connecting the
family to resources and services,” Sturgis
said. “And there are a lot of promising approaches in that field that we are hoping
to leverage and partner on.”
That includes improving the quality of
child care in a network Sturgis describes
as “a very siloed system with a lot of
independent operators and not a lot of
resources.”
“What we are trying to do is support a
shared-services delivery model to help support things like human resources functions,
procurement, curriculum, teacher training
and those sort of things at a reduced cost,”
he said. “That can help us scale quality
across our county in a way that informs the

broader approach to quality.”
The $16 million goal of city and
county funding for pre-K would preserve,
starting in the fiscal year that starts July
1, the 1,000 pre-K spaces now funded by
a federal grant, and then fund another
1,000 spaces in fiscal year 2020 toward
a goal of 8,500 spaces countywide.
There are currently 7,000 pre-K spaces
countywide.
The federal grant, secured by the state
after the two tax hike ballot questions
were defeated was a turning point in the
push for pre-K.
“It kind of took all of the politics out
of the equation,” Sturgis said. “We were
able to cobble together a pretty robust
expansion of the program without any
additional local commitment.” That is
with the notable exception of $3 million
a year in county funding over the last
four years.
The expansion has created a path forward that doesn’t involve another ballot
question for funding.
The city would fund its share with
the revenue equivalent of 1 cent on the
existing city property tax rate, along with
the revenue from the boost in property
taxes paid by businesses when their tax
abatements through payments-in-lieuof-taxes agreements, or PILOTs, expire.
They expire on average after eight years.

Building those two revenues streams
up to $6 million a year will take eight
fiscal years. And during that ramp-up
period, the city also is adding $3 million
in one-time money from its reserve fund.
That $3 million combined with the
$1.2 million in the current fiscal year
from the penny on the property tax rate
and another $662,181 the city estimates
it will get in additional tax income as
PILOTs expire creates a city pre-K fund
of $4.8 million to get it through the next
eight fiscal years.
The city would draw from that to
make up the shortfall in the annual increment from both streams as they each
build to $6 million from the PILOT expirations alone in fiscal year 2027. Any revenue over $6 million from those sources
goes into the city’s general fund, said city
chief operating officer Doug McGowen.
“We are doing things more efficiently,” McGowen told the council this week
in explaining the financing. “We are collecting revenues that are rightfully owed
to us in a much more effective way.”
That includes recently notifying a
group of 150 property owners who had
paid county property taxes but not city
property taxes that the city was prepared
to move to delinquent tax sales if the
city didn’t get paid as well. And there is
stricter enforcement of alarm fees. Each

of those measures brings in an additional
$500,000 of revenue by McGowen’s calculations.
City Council member Martavius
Jones, who is the council’s representative
on the Economic Development Growth
Engine board – the city-county board
that grants PILOTs – said the organization
needs to prepare now to give more careful
consideration to requests for extensions
of the tax abatements.
“I think that EDGE needs to know
now – it may not have been the case in
the past – we need this money coming
forward,” he said. “So we can’t be, in my
opinion, as generous with some of these
tax breaks.”
Jones said that should also apply
to retention PILOTs that go to existing
businesses that say they will consider
relocating someplace else if they don’t
get additional tax breaks.
County Mayor Mark Luttrell has said
the county’s funding commitment may
wait on the election of a new county
mayor and county commission in August.
At least seven of the 13 seats on the commission will be held by new commissioners with the election results.
Commissioner Van Turner has said
one possibility is the county agreeing to
put its tax revenue from the roll-off of
PILOTs toward the pre-K effort as well.

E D U C AT I O N

Hopson Proposes $15 An Hour
Minimum Wage for SCS Employees
Memphis has actually gone
up,” Hopson said. “Income
bdries@memphisdailynews.com
gaps have gone up. I’ve been
thinking very deeply about
Shelby County Schools how Shelby County Schools
superintendent Dorsey can try to, in its own way, in
Hopson will have a formal a responsible way, address
proposal in about a month some of the poverty concerns.”
to raise the pay of
Hopson notall Shelby County
ing that many of
Schools employthe school system’s
ees to at least $15
12,500 employees
an hour.
are the parents of
Hopson anSCS students as well.
nounced the plan
He also quoted
Tuesday, March
Dr. Martin Luther
20, at a Shelby
King Jr. from a 1968
County Schools HOPSON
speech when King
board work session citing a National Civil said many of those in povRights Museum-University of erty in America were citizens
Memphis study on poverty in who went to work every day.
“Although we’ve made
Memphis since 1968.
“It is striking that the significant progress we still
(poverty) level since 1968 in have a way to go,” Hopson

BILL DRIES

said. “It allows us to make
sure that our employees
have a living wage.”
Hopson’s work on the
idea so far includes an estimate that setting a $15-anhour bar for employee pay
will mean raises for about
1,200 employees or 9 percent of the school system’s
workforce, not counting
those who work for vendors
under contract to provide
transportation and clean
school property.
Most of the employees
who would get the pay raise
work in school nutrition,
clerical jobs and the SCS
warehouse, as well as school
support staff.
SCS chief financial officer Lin Johnson said those
now working for below $15
an hour make between $10

and $14.98 an hour, with
most of that group making
$13 to $14.50 per hour.
Raising the pay to $15
an hour and adjusting the
pay schedule further up
would cost $2.4 million,
with $900,000 of that coming from operating or general funds. The rest would
come from federal and state
funding.
“In our mind, it’s minimum,” Johnson said, “given
the ability to provide economic equality.”
Every school board
member expressing an opinion Tuesday evening said
they favored the move. Some
wanted to make $15 an hour
as minimum pay a condition
of future contracts with vendors who provide services to
the school system.
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SERVING
SENIORS
Memphis Jewish Home
To Open New Rehab Wing

MELINDA LEJMAN
Special to The Memphis News

Memphis Jewish Home and Rehab
broke ground last month on a $7.5 million
rehab wing. The addition will include 16
private treatment rooms, a new dining
area, an aqua therapy pool, an indoor
walking path and space for more exercise
equipment.
Currently, the facility provides physical therapy and occupational therapy in
two separate spaces.
“The new rehab wing will enable us
to put everybody in one space,” says Joel
Ashner, MJHR’s director of philanthropy
and community engagement. “This will
enable our staff to collaborate more and
to provide better care for our residents
and patients.”
The new aqua therapy pool has the
capacity for two therapists and two patients, with a floor that raises and lowers.
“I think it’s going to be the only one
in the area,” she said.
The new 16 patient suites will be
equipped with roll-in showers, which will
be a new feature for the facility.
A new balance system also will be
part of the rehab wing, and was funded
through a grant from the Butler Snow
Foundation.
“We are truly honored to award this
grant to the Memphis Jewish Home and
Rehab. This organization uniquely assists
its community by making accessible a
number of important services,” said Butler Snow attorney Thomas E. Williams,
chair of the Butler Snow Foundation. “We
look forward to witnessing the purchase
of the balance assessment and training
equipment for seniors’ impact on the
organization.”
MJHR opened its doors in May 1927
when it was located on 131 N. Tucker
St. in Midtown. The facility moved to
its current location in 1992 and sold the
building on Tucker.
“It was a facility where you had to
be able to carry your luggage over the
threshold to come live there,” Ashner
said. “So, it was much different from what
we are today.”
Last year, MJHR provided rehab and
long-term care services to 950 seniors.
The facility began doing rehab in the
1980s, but has seen an increase in need
during the last 10 years, Ashner said.

“With baby boomers being more active, they’re getting their knees and their
hips replaced, so we’re getting prepared
for that,” she said.
MJHR has always been affiliated with
the Jewish community and was originally
started by B’nai B’rith, a Jewish service
organization. In the 1950s, MJHR became
its own 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
“We do serve many non-Jewish patients and residents,” Ashner said. “As a
matter of fact, we’re really only about 25
percent Jewish.”
Located in a 77-acre park-like setting,
the facility spans 145,000 square feet and
has 160 beds.
The auditorium at MJHR hosts a rotating art gallery showcasing pieces for sale,
and the hallways of the facility are flush
with donated original artwork as part of a
permanent collection. MJHR provides an
art therapy program and a resident showcase each December in the art gallery,
and the organization works with Creative
Aging to provide live entertainment each
month. MJHR also houses a kosher res-

Memphis Jewish Home and Rehab’s Joel Ashner says the organization has seen the
need for rehab services increase in the past decade.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“

It’s the best thing I do all
week. The residents give me
life.”
–Maurice Buring, MJHR volunteer

Charles Ivins, a patient at Memphis Jewish Home and Rehab, does leg exercises
inside the facility's physical therapy room.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
taurant, Nosh-A-Rye Deli, which is open
to the public.
Jewish services are held in the synagogue on Friday afternoons and Saturday
mornings, and all Jewish holidays are
celebrated. MJHR also provide nondenominational services for the non-Jewish
residents.

“We try to care for everybody’s spiritual needs,” Ashner said.
Maurice Buring, a veteran volunteer
of MJHR and an honorary campaign
chair, has been leading religious services
at the facility for over 30 years.
“It’s the best thing I do all week,”
Buring said. “The residents give me life.

We’ve had such great leadership here in
the home by people who have made the
lives of the residents and the families of
the residents meaningful.”
MJHR was named a Best Nursing
Home in the 2017-2018 U.S. News and
World Report rankings, along with 30
other facilities in Tennessee. It also has
been named rated a five-star facility by
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, the only one in the area, according to Ashner.
“There are other facilities (doing similar work) in the area,” she said. “We feel
we’re the best.”
The campaign to raise the funds for
the rehab wing has just begun, according
to Ashner. They anticipate completion of
the rehab wing by next February.
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Experts: Start Conversation Early
About Move to Retirement Community
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Jim Shoemaker, president and
CEO of Germantown-based financial planning firm Shoemaker
Financial, had a sit-down in recent
days with three sisters and their
husbands, for a talk about what
to do about their mother.
The mother still wants to live
at home but has started to need a
level of care the daughters don’t
know if they’ll be able to provide
– and provide with any regularity,
Shoemaker said – so they have
begun to consider nursing home
care.
“But to go from living at home,
being independent, to a nursing
home – it’s a dramatic step for a
lot of people.”
It’s not just a dramatic step
for those moving into assisted
living care. Even moving into an
independent living community,
where a lighter touch is involved
with residents, requires adjusting
to a new lifestyle in a new location
– with the biggest consideration,
of course, involving dollars and
cents.
Talk to anyone involved in
helping the elderly plan for where
and how they’ll live in their retirement years, and the suggestions, to
say the least, vary widely. There’s
no real way to make hard-and-fast
recommendations for everyone or
offer one-size-fits-all solutions – it
depends on the person’s health
and current needs, which then
leads to an analysis of what they
can afford and what makes the
best sense to put money into.
At least one area of consensus,
though, involves timing. This is
a conversation to have not just
early – it really needs to be looked
at years in advance, long before
any decisions need to be actually
made.
One reason why? Take the
Trezevant retirement community at 177 N. Highland St., which
celebrated its 40th anniversary
in 2017.
Trezevant sales and marketing director Libby King said it
currently has a wait list with 107
names on it.
“Our average age when I started six years ago was around 83,”
she said. “Right now, it’s about
74. People are looking at this a lot
earlier. Really, it’s something you
need to start looking at and planning for in your 60s.”
Proponents like King point out

“

Trezevant residents participate
in a yoga class in one of the
retirement community’s multipurpose rooms. LEFT: Kim
O'Donnell, director of resident
services at Trezevant, talks to
resident Dottie Grayson, over
coffee and breakfast cake.

Our average age when
I started six years ago
was around 83. Right
now, it’s about 74.
People are looking at
this a lot earlier. Really,
it’s something you need
to start looking at and
planning for in your
60s.”
–Libby King,
Trezevant sales and marketing director

that residents save in the long run,
since they’re not paying property
taxes or for things like yard work.
Depending on the community,
they may also have amenities
like on-site meal plans, gyms and
activities to keep residents busy
and active.
Starting the conversation early
about what option to pursue can
also help with potential sticker
shock, and with the weighing of
options.
In general – no surprise – the
cost of care is going up. That’s
according to the 2017 Genworth
Cost of Care Survey, a product of
the insurance holding company
Genworth Financial. The 2017
survey covered 440 regions across

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

the U.S. and was based on data
collected from more than 15,000
surveys.
The survey shows that costs
in the Memphis area can range,
in general, from around $3,400 a
month for a home health aide to
upwards of $6,500 a month for a
private room in a nursing home.
Monthly costs for care in an assisted living facility can top $4,000,
according to the survey.
As part of its methodology,
the Genworth survey completed
more than 4,000 interviews with
licensed home health care providers. Across 440 regions, surveyors
polled more than 15 percent of
licensed assisted living facilities
and nearly 18 percent of certified
and licensed nursing homes.
In terms of the rising cost,
the Genworth data shows the

biggest rate of five-year annual
growth attributable to the cost
of nursing home care. Those facilities, of course, provide a higher
level of supervision and things like
medication, therapy and on-site
nursing care – but the five-year
annual growth rate in the cost of
a semi-private room is 3.28 percent, according to the survey. For
a private room, it’s 3.76 percent.
“We encourage people to call
other places, call other people,”
said Frank Gattuso, executive
director of Ave Maria, which offers long-term residential care to
seniors. “You don’t have to take
what we’re saying as gospel. Our
job – we’re mission-focused. It’s
great if they come here and we
can help them. If they choose
somewhere else, that’s fine, too.
“We try to guide them from

the perspective of what they’re
going to need assistance with. For
example, if someone needs help
with bathing and dressing, if that’s
all it is, they could have someone
come to their home and help them
for two hours or three hours versus
coming to an assisted living facility. Someone comes to an assisted
living facility, and they usually
need more than assistance with
probably more than one activity
of daily living.”
And there are other benefits.
“If someone starts to decline
and isn’t able to do a lot for themselves, then being at home isn’t
as suitable,” King said. “It’s not
as handicap accessible. And being in a place like this – just the
interaction and the wellness and
the spiritual side of independent
living is really going to keep people
engaged more. More fit. Their diet’s going to be better. And they’re
likelier to live a little longer versus
staying at home.”
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$23M HarborChase Slated
For Completion in 2019

The $23 million HarborChase of Germantown will feature 123 apartments, multiple dining options, a bar/lounge, salon and
dedicated chapel in an upscale setting on Briarcrest Avenue.
(harborchase.com)

East Memphis assisted living facility to feature upscale amenities
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

In just 12 years, one out of every five
Americans will be 65 or older. In the
senior housing industry, the Greatest
Generation is increasingly giving way to
their children, the baby boomers. And
that means developers and operators are
changing retirement communities to suit
the tastes of this next wave of residents.
“Their expectations of a quality lifestyle are very different than their parents,” said Charlie Jennings, chief development director with Harbor Retirement
Associates.
In March, Senior Confluent Living and
HRA began construction on a $23 million,
114,450-square-foot senior living facility
in East Memphis that will include 123
apartments. Scheduled for completion in

2019, according to Confluent managing
director John Reinsma, the property will
be marketed as an upscale retirement
community but licensed as an assisted
living facility.
Although not technically in Germantown, the name will be HarborChase of
Germantown and the market research
done before purchasing the parcel of
land on Briarcrest Avenue for $4 million
focused on a five-mile radius. Jennings
says their research showed that similar
retirement communities were maintaining an occupancy rate of 95 to 97 percent.
“That’s a good indication that not
only are existing communities doing well,
but there will be unmet demand,” he said.
HarborChase of Germantown will not
be a buy-in property, but rather operate
on an annual agreement basis with a
monthly fee that Jennings says has not
been determined; he classified the com-

munity and its cost as “upscale.”
Back in 1991, the American Senior
Housing Association was created to
represent the interests of the more than
500 companies involved in the finance,
development and operation of senior
housing communities. The American
Senior Housing Association has its own
political action committee, too. That’s
how big this industry has become.
And the industry is undergoing dramatic change as the population of
residents living in senior housing shifts.
Jennings says members of the Greatest
Generation had collectively endured and
survived so many hardships, they often
were just happy to be around at, say, age
85, and “pretty compliant” within an assisted living framework.
By definition, he says, being in assisted living means the person already
had some disruption in their daily living.

SPOT A STROKE
StrokeAssociation.org

“A loss of independence,” Jennings said.
But even with growing daily challenges, baby boomers want to hang on
to every part of their lifestyle that they
can. And that will be reflected in all the
amenities offered at HarborChase of
Germantown. Everything from gardens
on the outside to multiple dining options,
a bar/lounge, a salon with massage and
manicure/pedicure service, and a dedicated chapel.
The latter is not something that is
necessarily a part of all the project partners’ other senior living communities.
But again, research showed this was not
optional in the Bible Belt.
“One of the things we identified early
is most people attend church,” Jennings
said. “That’s not the case in a lot of areas
of the country.”
Baby boomers are used to everything
being branded, and there will be no
shortage of branding here. The main
dining room will be called Signatures, the
still-nicer steakhouse-like restaurant The
Grill Room, the bar/lounge will be called
Fusion, and an informal bistro will be
known as Counter Offer.
Across their 30-property portfolio –
and this property is one of eight under
construction – Jennings says they have
learned the vital importance of the dining
experience for residents, whose average
age is 86.
“When you can’t do what you used
to do, dinner is a big deal,” he said. “It’s
a chance to get up and do your hair and
present in a social environment.”
The exterior of the building design
calls for white columns, and the overall
look will resemble an oversized mansion.
“From an aesthetics standpoint, it’s
extremely important to make sure the
building has a feel to it and a character,”
Reinsma said. “We wanted it to make
sense, to fit in.”
The property is one block from Poplar
Avenue and Regalia Shopping Center,
and trips for shopping or to take in the
arts is part of the resort-style environment the community is promoting. Location, Jennings says, is not only key for
residents but their children.
Research, he says, shows that on average the person choosing the retirement
community for mom and dad is a firstborn daughter that is 53 years old.
“She’s looking for an option convenient to her busy life,” Jennings said.

www.thememphisnews.com

March 23-29, 2018 19

newsmakers

Walker Named President Of
Black Swan Digital Forensics

ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

Starting a Digital
Marketing Career

KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Jim Walker at memphisdailynews.com.

Jim Walker has been named president of Memphis-based Black
Swan Digital Forensics, the only forensics lab in the U.S. that focuses
exclusively on data recovery from digital devices such as cellphones,
vehicle systems, computers and social media accounts. Walker comes to
Black Swan after more than 30 years of military and public service at the
federal, state and local level, including eight years as Alabama’s director
of homeland security and more than 20 years in the U.S. Army, where he
was an Airborne Ranger and retired as a lieutenant colonel.
Hometown: Clarksville, Tennessee
Experience: Previously, I
served as the Alabama Mississippi state liaison for the
BP Gulf Coast Claims Facility. I was hired by Ken Feinberg to assist in the economic recovery of the 2010 BP oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico. I
also served as the director
of homeland security for the
state of Alabama for eight
years, where I had the opportunity to be the catalyst
behind Virtual Alabama, a
Google-based platform for
homeland security that has
been replicated and utilized
across the nation. I also
served my country on active duty in the United States
Army as an Airborne Ranger
and retired as a lieutenant
colonel. I felt this new opportunity in digital forensics

to be so groundbreaking, it
compelled me to leave the
public sector.
What attracted you to Black
Swan Digital Forensics?
Black Swan is poised and
ready to change people’s
lives by shining a muchneeded spotlight on the
digital truth in today’s hightech world. These irrefutable
facts will provide the information needed for justice
in the courts. I find Black
Swan’s mission very appealing and relevant in our
world today, and their ongoing commitment to research
and development in this
ever-evolving field gives me
confidence that we can be
leaders in providing what
we like to call “digital DNA”
to solve crimes, stop cyberbullying and help justice
prevail for the innocent and

Cary Fowler, chair
of Rhodes College’s
board of trustees,
has been named the
2018 recipient of the
Thomas Jefferson
Foundation Medal
in Citizen Leader- FOWLER
ship, sponsored by
the University of Virginia and the
Thomas Jefferson Foundation at Monticello. The award recognizes achievements of those who embrace endeavors
in which Jefferson excelled and held in
high regard. Fowler is the former executive director of Global Crop Diversity
Trust, an independent international
organization that provides support for
the ongoing operations of the Svalbard
Global Seed Vault in Norway.
Diversified Trust has promoted two
employees in its Memphis office. Amy
Hudson was promoted to vice presi-

the guilty.
At some point, we’ve all
deleted an embarrassing
photo, a Facebook post we
regret, etc. Is this deleted
information really “gone”?
I hate to deal in absolutes,
but it is safe to say most, if
not all, digital data is recoverable, even those that are
deleted. It is an understatement to say people, especially children, need to use
digital devices in a smart
and responsible way or risk
the consequences of acting
irresponsibly.
Do you see any privacy
concerns with the use of
digital forensics? There is
always a way for unscrupulous people to abuse
technology for improper
purposes. There are several areas in digital forensics
where legal questions arise

dent from senior associate. Hudson,
who works closely with client services, graduated from the University of
Memphis. Cheri Wells was promoted
to senior associate after serving as a
part-time receptionist and an office
administrator in the Memphis office.
Prior to joining Diversified Trust, she
was an elementary teacher, principal
and office manager.
Keith Blanchard, president and CEO
of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Memphis has been awarded Boys &
Girls Clubs of America’s Blue Spirit
Award for his impact on local youths.
The Blue Spirit Award recognizes a
highly respected, trusted Boys & Girls
Club professional who exemplifies
a personal commitment to improve
the lives of children and teens Boys
& Girls Clubs serve. Blanchard was
nominated by BGCA leaders and personally selected by BGCA president

JIM WALKER
and we have talented attorneys working with us to
ensure we always operate
within the boundaries of the
law. The team at Black Swan
is committed to being a
change agent for good, and
that includes always following the law. No exceptions!
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? I tell
young people God didn’t
give you this life just to take
up space. Find something
positive you are passionate
about and set out to make a
difference that benefits others. Don’t fixate on money,
fixate on your purpose, and
achieve it. If a young person
can’t wrap his or her head
around that, I just tell them
to be the person their dog
thinks they are. That usually
resonates.

and CEO Jim Clark.
Murray Lace has been promoted to
account executive at Obsidian Public
Relations. Lace joined Obsidian in May
2015 as a level 2 intern and was hired as
an account assistant that August. She
was promoted to account specialist in
January 2017 and began focusing her
work in the entertainment and restaurant industries.
Beth Wilson, public relations manager at inferno, recently received her
Accreditation in Public Relations from
the Public Relations Society of America
and Universal Accreditation Board. The
APR designation, which typically requires at least five years’ experience in
the profession and a year of study and
preparation, proves a PR professional
has demonstrated competency in the
knowledge, skills and abilities required
to practice public relations effectively.

Digital marketing is a hot field. It has been
hot for more than 10 years. I rarely share much
about how to move into the field of digital marketing. However, I get many questions about it
because a large part of my career was spent as a
digital marketer.
When I first started, there were no specific
courses you could take. Digital marketing is a
career path that attracts entrepreneurial-minded
people. Advertising on the internet changes
quickly, so those working in the field must constantly grow their skill set. These quick changes
require marketers to be self-learners.
My background in computer engineering
helped open the door to the digital world because
I had experience building websites.
Initially, I became an affiliate marketer. Affiliate marketers help sell products online for other
companies, then receive a percentage of the
sales they generate. I built websites and created
digital marketing campaigns to sell a number of
products and services, including shoes for the
website Zappos.com.
You need experience in digital marketing to
become a digital marketer. It’s hard to land a job
that requires experience when you have none.
Affiliate marketing is relatively easy to break
into. It gave me the experience I needed to get
going. That led me to a full-time digital marketing position, which led to more experience and
more work opportunities.
But things have changed quite a bit since I
started. One notable difference is that early on,
many digital marketers were generalists. There
were fewer total professionals in the field, so
each person needed to have a broad skill set
that covered many areas. Now, there are more
professionals, so many have more specialized
roles. For example, one digital marketer may
focus solely on placing and optimizing Facebook
ads. In the past, this person would have known
some Facebook and a bit about every other social
media website. Each person now has more indepth knowledge of a smaller number of topics.
There are also more courses for digital marketing. Colleges offer them. Websites have them.
There are meetup groups about digital marketing. The digital marketing community has grown.
If you are interested in switching into digital
marketing, start by thinking like an entrepreneur.
Look for free resources to get you going before
you pile money into courses. If you prefer to take
a formal class, check out edx.org. This site offers
free online courses from schools like Harvard
and MIT.
Look for a way to get experience, even if
it means volunteering your time. In the early
days of Facebook, I volunteered to set up and
administer a Facebook fan page for a nonprofit.
It greatly increased my understanding of the site,
and it gave me real experience that I could put
on my resume.
Digital marketers are self-starters. When
you’re making the switch, whatever you do, don’t
wait for someone else to show you the way. Make
your own path.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be reached
at copelandcoaching.com.
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The opioid crisis does
not discriminate.
Mothers and fathers.
Sons and daughters.
People with
careers, students,
people who one
day were given an
opioid prescription
for pain after an
injury or surgery
and years later
overdose shooting
heroin. Says one
addict: "It bites you
hard and you can't
get away."

PRESCRIPTION FOR

TRAGEDY
H

e has his own GPS, an internal shield that keeps him
from driving anywhere near 637 Poplar Ave. Home to
the Memphis morgue. That’s where they showed Jerry Davidson his 22-year-old son, Oliver, his eyes closed and
his lips purple.
Yet on this day, just a month after he was forced to look
at that truth, he spoke easily about how father and son had
gone to the 2008 NCAA national championship game when
the University of Memphis played Kansas. Once, it mattered
that the Tigers had lost the game. Now, it only matters that
little Ollie had painted his face blue to embrace the spirit of
the moment. It only matters that the father can remember
that time and smile.
What Davidson can’t take is hearing “The Weary Kind,”
the theme song from the film “Crazy Heart.” They saw that
movie together; every note is like a hammer shattering glass.
And this ain’t no place for the weary kind
This ain’t no place to lose your mind ….
Story • Don Wade
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Jerry Davidson says he wasn't surprised when he learned
his son Oliver (pictured at top) had died from an overdose: "You don't want to think you're gonna get that call,
but you kind of know."

Sometimes he can find a measure of peace while he’s at work
at the Metal Museum, where he’s
facilities manager. Other times,
his thoughts start to close in on
him. He needs space. He gets in
his Isuzu Rodeo and crosses the
bridge into Arkansas.
He’s going nowhere and he’s
going everywhere.
Photographs • Houston Cofield
hcofield@memphisdailynews.com
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“Sometimes 20 miles, sometimes 10,”
he said. “Just to clear my head.”
Other times, the wave is on top of him
before he knows it.
“I went to Home Depot last week,”
Davidson said. “Nothing set me off. I just
started crying.”
Oliver Davidson was another casualty
in America’s opioid epidemic, one of the
115 people that die in this country every
day, on average, from an opioid overdose,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Further, early
data projections for all overdose fatalities
for 2016 was a staggering 64,000. Roughly
15,500 of those were from heroin overdoses.
Oliver Davidson’s death is under criminal investigation. The goal is to trace the
heroin, and perhaps fentanyl, a synthetic
and far more powerful opioid that is showing up in heroin and in many overdoses
across the country, back to the dealer.
“We’ve started looking at this as a deadly weapon, because that’s what it is,” said
Shelby County District Attorney General
Amy Weirich, whose office has prosecuted
several drug overdoses as second-degree
murders that carry a mandatory sentence
of at least 15 years. “Just like if we found
somebody with a bullet to the head, we’d
investigate to find out where the gunshot
came from.”
Oliver’s father and mother, Amy Davidson, are but two of the many loved ones he
left behind. By one definition, they might be
described as collateral damage. Except that
civilians caught in a crossfire just happened
to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.
As parents of a son addicted to heroin and
who had overdosed perhaps a dozen times
before dying on the floor of a longtime
Memphis rehab center, they were always
fighting the good fight to help him get clean
and stay clean.
Jerry and Amy had divorced, but they
were in this together. The war lasted almost
five years. Amy kept NARCAN, the nasal
mist form of naloxone used for the emergency treatment of an opioid overdose, at
home. It is nothing short of a miracle drug,
with a study from the CDC noting that the
majority of overdose reversals in the U.S.
in one four-year period were performed on
people by their family and friends.
Amy would end up using it multiple

times. She’d find Ollie on the bathroom
floor unconscious, maybe foaming at the
mouth, not breathing or barely breathing,
turning blue, and in that instant she was
again less his mother than a battlefield
medic.
“It’s awful,” she said. “And then the
moment he does wake up, you’re mad. I
slapped him. We’d usually have a big cussing match.”
Professional first responders see similar scenes play out across Memphis every
day. Drug overdoses, the CDC reports, are
now the leading cause of death for Americans under the age of 50. Repeat ODs are
expected.
Recently, five Memphis firefighters/
paramedics spoke to The Daily News about
what they see on the front lines every day;
they couldn’t even put an approximate
number on the OD calls they’ve personally
made in the last five to 10 years.
All they could agree on is that the number was well beyond 1,000, that they see the
same faces over and over, and overdose
reversal medication (they use an injectable
form, too) is to OD calls what water and
hoses are to a fire call.
The difference being, they probably
won’t be summoned to put out a fire at the
same house three times in one week.
Lt. Jason Berry remembers an OD call
where a man died and his female companion watched him die. A week later Berry was
at the station by himself when somebody
dumped her outside the door. He recognized her and knew what he had: another
repeat customer.
So he reached for the NARCAN and
brought her back. One more time.
“Heroin,” Berry said, “has deep claws
and deep teeth.”
THE EVOLUTION OF AN EPIDEMIC
In the late 1990s, pharmaceutical
companies promoted the idea that their
prescription opioid pain relievers, such
as oxycodone (OxyContin, Percocet)
and hydrocodone (Vicodin), were effective without being addictive. Health care
providers began to prescribe the drugs at
greater rates.
According to the National Institute
on Drug Abuse (NIDA), 21 percent to 29
percent of patients prescribed opioids for

Madison Erby and her daughter. Erby, currently in her second outpatient stint
at New Season DeSoto County Treatment Center, traces her addiction back to
the prescriptions she was given after the birth of her first child 11 years ago.

chronic pain abuse them.
Alisa Haushalter, director of the Shelby
County Health Department, says that in the
past, accepted training standards guided
health professionals to equate a patient’s
pain with “vital signs.”
Said Haushalter: “Physicians, nurse
practitioners, physician assistants were led
to believe these products were
not addictive.”
Over time, it became clear
just how addictive the medications were. In 2015, 21 percent
of Blue Cross and Blue Shield
commercially insured members filled at least one opioid
prescription. Data also show
BCBS members with an opioid
use disorder diagnosis spiked
493 percent over a seven-year
period.
From a cost standpoint,
the CDC estimates the economic weight of prescription
opioid misuse alone in the
U.S. at $78.5 billion a year, including health care expenses,
lost productivity, addiction
treatment and criminal justice
involvement. Additionally,
about 80 percent of people
who use heroin were first
Johnny Tubbs, from left, Jason Berry, Jason Tunstal, Justin Payne and Adam Stafford. "The sheer misusing prescription opioids.
volume of calls, it's become routine," Tunstall says. "I personally try not to hang onto any of it.
That’s what Madison Erby,
Just because we see so much."
31, says happened with her.

She had a daughter more than 11 years ago.
Erby believed she was allergic to codeine
and when she went home after the birth,
she was prescribed hydrocodone, 10 milligrams, every four hours, and provided a
30-day supply.
“I remember I couldn’t wait until the
four hours were up,” she says now. Erby
is in her second outpatient stint at New
Season DeSoto County Treatment Center
after numerous stays at in-patient treatment centers over the last decade.
She was able to get that first hydrocodone refill. And then another. When
she finally couldn’t get a refill, she started
buying pills from a drug dealer. When that
became too expensive, she started snorting
the cheaper alternative: heroin. When she
built up a tolerance to snorting heroin, she
began injecting.
Eventually, she lost custody of her children, alienated most of her family, and did
whatever she felt she had to in order to get
the next fix: “When I took my kids’ pennies
from their piggy bank, I still couldn’t quit,
and that was everything to them.”
It’s simultaneously one story and many
stories. Memphis firefighter/paramedic
Adam Stafford says the notion that there
are many people who are now addicted to
heroin after taking prescription painkillers
following an injury or a surgery is not just
urban myth.
opioid continued on P22
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a terminal illness, an opioid prescription may be appropriate; that doesn’t mean she has any sympathy for the
pharmaceutical companies.
“Dead patients can’t buy future medications,” she said.
“They’ve made billions.”
SAME GAME, DIFFERENT DRUGS
Late in 2017, a six-month undercover operation
through the Memphis Police Department’s organized
crime unit led to 25 indictments in a drug investigation related to heroin/fentanyl distribution. The trafficking routes
that bring the drug here are largely the same ones that have
brought large quantities of cocaine, methamphetamine
and marijuana to Memphis.
“It comes up from Mexico, through Texas, and into our
fair city,” Weirich said. “We see it coming from California,
down from Chicago. A lot of the same reasons that Fred
Smith put FedEx here are the same reasons we are a hotbed
for the trafficking.”
President Trump recently suggested the death penalty
for drug traffickers, where the law allows.
The NIDA estimates fentanyl to be 50-100 times more
powerful than morphine. Mixing fentanyl with heroin allows dealers to stretch the heroin. And as Michael Worley,
a narcotics detective in the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office,
puts it: “Drug dealers are businessmen, too.”

Todd Eury, from left, Channelle Johnson and Adrian Hall at New Season DeSoto County Treatment Center. Johnson
says she sees the cycle play out over and over again – prescription pain meds run out and, unable to get more,
withdrawal sets in, pushing a person to heroin to solve the immediate crisis.
opioid continued from P21

Stafford talks to them after they have overdosed and
the NARCAN has brought them back, hears them say they
once had it all.
“You take their driver’s license out from like two
months ago, and the picture looks like the person that
goes to work every day 9 to 5, has the house, the kids, the
white picket fence,” Stafford said. “And then you look at
them and go, ‘Wow.’”
A COMMUNITY’S RESPONSE
At Baptist Memorial Hospital-Memphis a new program
was started about a year ago: “Opioid Light,” an initiative
through the emergency department to reduce the number
and strength of opioid prescriptions.
In the first year, the emergency department had a 60
percent reduction in the volume of opioid milligrams used,
a 50 percent decline in the number of patients receiving
opioids, while also reporting more patients had asked not
to be prescribed opioids for pain management.
“Opioids only help with one pathway for pain,” said
Dawn Waddell, a clinical pharmacy manager at Baptist.
“There are a lot of other pathways, or receptors, for pain,
and other medications that can be utilized to treat pain.
“We’re really trying to decrease that first exposure.”
In part, because reactions to opioids are individual and
unpredictable. One person might develop an addiction
over a 60-day period, someone else over a 30-day period,
and someone else in just 10 days.
The risks grew from a concern into a problem, and from
a problem into a societal plague.
“We’re dealing with a crisis,” said Shelby County Mayor
Mark Luttrell.
In a January meeting with the Shelby County Commission, Haushalter provided evidence: From 2013 through
2016 in Shelby County, there were 474 fatal opioid overdoses. By commission districts, District 5 covering East
Memphis into unincorporated Cordova had the most
with 58.
Shelby is one of just several counties in Tennessee
that has brought litigation against prescription opioid
manufacturers and distributors and/or is considering legal
action against so-called Big Pharma. Tennessee Gov. Bill
Haslam has rolled out a $30 million opioid abuse program
that includes limiting certain prescriptions.
Good government, Luttrell says, should provide public
education, public health and public safety.

It comes up from Mexico, through
Texas, and into our fair city. We see
it coming from California, down from
Chicago. A lot of the same reasons
that Fred Smith put FedEx here are the
same reasons we are a hotbed for the
trafficking.
–Amy Weirich

Shelby County District Attorney General

Shelby County District Attorney General Amy Weirich's office has had success prosecuting some fatal
overdoses as second-degree murders: "We rely heavily on cellphone data and that type of technology"
to prove the link between drug dealer and victim.

“This issue crosscuts all three of those domains,” he
said.
Similar governmental efforts are going on nationwide
and over time could impact the drug companies’ bottom
line.
Law enforcement has a major role to play. While the
so-called pill mills are not as prevalent in West Tennessee
as in East Tennessee, District Attorney General Weirich
says authorities raided a Gibson County pharmacy and
offices in Whitehaven and on Park Avenue of a Memphis
physician.
Totally eliminating opioids is not the answer. Waddell
reminds that for some people with severe chronic pain or

Agents doing drug interdiction on the interstate have
taken to wearing gloves for fear that their skin could come
in contact with fentanyl, says Tim Helldorfer, who heads
up the West Tennessee Violent Crime and Drug Task Force
and the criminal investigative division in the Shelby County
DA’s office. They’re also wary of the even more deadly, if
much more rarely seen, carfentanil, which the DEA says
is 100 times stronger than fentanyl.
And if a drug dog just gets a whiff of fentanyl, it could
kill the dog; fortunately, NARCAN works on canines, too.
In 2012, laws made it more difficult to get opioids in pill
form, Helldorfer says. That’s when overdoses and deaths
started to go up, spiking again about three years ago as
fentanyl began making it into the local heroin supply (the
drug typically is manufactured illegally overseas, often in
China).
Tommy Farmer of the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation oversees the state’s task force on dangerous drugs and
he has a knack for illustrating just how lethal fentanyl is.
Said Helldorfer: “He’ll take a pack of Sweet ‘N Low,
shake it, and it’s about a gram, and he’ll say, ‘Divide that by
1,000 parts and you’ll kill the city of Jackson, Tennessee.’”
LUCKY TO BE ALIVE
Madison Erby’s last overdose easily might have killed
her. She had some heroin earlier in the day, then bought
more from another source.
“I sprinkled a tiny bit of the new stuff with the old. I
guess it had fentanyl,” she said. “You just don’t know. I
usually would do the whole pack. I would not be here if I
had done the whole pack.”
As Erby speaks, she bounces her 18-month-old daughter on her knee. The little girl is wearing a frilly dress with
a ribbon in her hair. The girl represents perhaps Erby’s
last chance to be a full-time mother. Her own mother has
custody of her 11-year-old daughter and her 10-year-old
son. Erby’s sister adopted her second son, born in 2015.
“June 25th he was born, and I was on heroin,” she said,
a large purple mark visible on her left arm from where she
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missed a vein. “I couldn’t quit. The whole time I was
pregnant, I planned on it. I could not quit. I ended up
going to rehab and running off.”
This time, she has been clean almost three months.
New Season has 72 treatment centers across the country
including the one in Walls, Mississippi, and two others
in the state. Recently, state grant funds became available
to assist people coming to New Season for MedicatedAssisted Treatment (MAT), which uses FDA-approved
medications in combination with counseling and behavioral therapies. More than a dozen patients, who
otherwise couldn’t afford it, are now in treatment at the
Walls facility.
New Season therapist Channelle Johnson sees a pattern repeated time and time again: Someone is cut off
from their prescription opioids, they start withdrawal,
they’re desperate, and heroin seemingly solves the immediate crisis.
“So many people, they just want to be able to function for their kid,” Johnson said. “And they can’t go to
soccer games or birthday parties because of withdrawal.”
Erby has put herself in danger over and over, not just
by using the drugs, but trying to get them.
“I would walk down Orange Mound, all by myself at
night, to the drug dealer’s house,” she said. “To the point,
the dealer would tell me you don’t need to be walking
out here at night. Taking rides from complete strangers.
You hear people doing that one time and being gone.”
But she had a goal. To feel the way nothing else but
heroin could make her feel.
It was a long way from that first day, more than a
decade ago, of taking hydrocodone once every four hours
with a glass of water. Exactly as prescribed.
“Instant relief. Happiness, happiness, happiness,
euphoric,” she said of the heroin high. “Nothing matters.
Everything is great. Even though it’s not, you don’t care.
It’s a physical and mental happiness – this warmth all
over your body. You think you’re glowing.”
Until you OD and fall off the toilet, coming to when
you hit your head on the bathroom floor.
Erby has normal days now. Full days that she remembers. Days when she and her husband get along
reasonably well. Fun times singing and dancing and
playing outside with her little girl. Watching her sleep in
her arms, getting a hug from her just because.
It’s a glimpse of what her life could be, if she can
stay clean.
“Ninety days doesn’t sound like a lot, but it’s a
miracle,” Erby said, adding that she just doesn’t hope to
maintain custody of the youngest of her four children,
but return to junior college and have a career.
“I want to be a kindergarten teacher.”
A NATION’S CRISIS,
A FAMILY’S HEARTACHE
For Jerry and Amy Davidson, there is who their son
was, who he became, and too many questions.
“Quirky, funny, loved to play pranks,” Jerry recalled.
“Growing up, he was like the perfect child,” his
mother said. “Polite, sensitive … after (the drugs), he’d
steal from you, lie to your face, get violent.”
Long before Oliver Davidson had an addiction to
heroin, he took medication for both his epilepsy and
depression. Did this somehow put him more at risk for
later addiction to an opioid, either because he was on
this medicine or often stopped taking his prescribed
medication?
There is no 100 percent answer.
Oliver, his parents say, was plenty smart enough, did
well on standardized tests, but his grades at Arlington
High School were not good. He started smoking pot in
high school, and during his senior year it was becoming
clear he was hooked on heroin.
When Oliver would overdose, Amy would go
through his phone and flag any numbers she believed
might belong to a dealer and pass them on the MPD’s
organized crime unit and hopefully cut off her son’s
supply for at least a little while.
She estimates they spent more than $200,000 on
multiple in-patient treatment centers. Coming to
understand the depth of his addiction, they do not in

Ron Hiers, above, an opioid and heroin addict for more than 40 years,
became a face of the epidemic in 2016; that's when Hiers and his wife
overdosed at South Pauline Street and Eastmoreland Avenue, and a
passerby shot a video that went viral. Hiers says he has been in treatment and stayed clean for 18 months.

hindsight blame anyone who tried to help their son.
They only know those efforts fell short.
They are hopeful the authorities will arrest, prosecute and convict the person that supplied Ollie with
the heroin (and perhaps fentanyl) that killed him; they
are still waiting on the toxicology report. That Oliver
was in a Memphis recovery center when he overdosed
only further clarifies the “deep claws and deep teeth”
of his addiction.
Yet even as he spiraled downward, there were moments that reminded of who he once was and might
have become. When he was young, Ollie dreamed of
being a veterinarian. At his mother’s house today is
a dog named Molly that he rescued from an abusive
drug dealer.
Hours before he died, Ollie had talked to his girlfriend. She would later tell Jerry that Ollie sounded
good, just fine. In his last Facebook post, he said he

missed his grandmother and that he wished she could
hold his son the way she once had held him.
Yes, he was about to become a father.
Gavin Oliver Coleman was born on Feb. 8, 2018,
exactly one week after his dad, Oliver Davidson, died
of a heroin overdose.
“Let it live on, a little bit,” Jerry said of his grandson
carrying his son’s name. “It’s heartbreaking to think he
won’t have a dad.”
He has a grandfather, though, and the grandfather
visits and loves on the boy a couple of times each week.
It fills the grandfather with joy. It makes the father
ache with pain.
“It’s bittersweet,” he said. “They look just alike. You
leave and you cry. A lot of crying. I’m not embarrassed
to tell anybody.
“I didn’t realize this was an epidemic, until it started
happening with my son.”
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CSE’s Martin Helping Students Find Their Voice

KATIE MARTIN
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
MICAELA WATTS
Special to The Memphis News

Katie Martin’s required
coursework in her dual degree
master’s program at the University of Texas in Austin had
the Texas native walking the
length of a specific dichotomy
every day.
For her social work degree,
Martin would counsel and con-

(Antwoine McClellan )

nect at-risk individuals to resources for a gamut of needs
– food scarcity, learning disabilities or anger management,
to name a few.
Then, Martin would switch
hats and head across town to the
state Capitol where, where her
internship working with Texas
lawmakers fulfilled the hours
needed for her second master’s
in public affairs.
“It was crazy to jump between those two worlds daily,”
Martin said. “I was able to see
that disconnect between lawmakers and the people directly
affected by the policies they
made.”
Today, Martin finds herself
in Memphis, where her work in

student advocacy at the Campaign for School Equity serves to
shorten the type of disconnect
between public and policy that
was visible to her daily in Texas’
state Capitol.
Only here, she’s arming
high school students with the
tools they need to advocate for
themselves and their education
policy.
“We don’t often ask teens
what they want and what they
need from their own education,”
Martin notes, “and we don’t often teach them what advocacy is
and how they can advocate for
their own needs.”
Since the CSE was a new
nonprofit still in its first year,
there was no curriculum for
teaching advocacy to teens.
Martin had to write the book,
literally.
“When I first introduce them
to advocacy, I ask them, ‘What
matters to you?’ And, it doesn’t
take much conversation for
them to get to deep issues and
needs after talking with each
other,” she said.
The students Martin works
with often identify systemic issues that have surfaced within
their own schools.
“They may be concerned
about teacher retention, or not
getting enough ACT prep time,
or not being able to use the
library that they have in their
school,” Martin said. “They

may not initially realize that
the problems they see in their
schools are education policies
they can push to change.”
In a step-by-step process,
Martin helps her students synthesize their concerns into actual policy by having them create
“smart goals” for the year. Each
student group typically comes
up with one to three goals for
their school for the year.
“The way the curriculum
works,” explains Martin, “is that
their goals are broken down
into small chunks, with dates
and deadlines. By the spring
semester of the program, these
plans for policy changes in their
school end up being 80 percent
student-led.”
Among the skills that Martin imparts to the students is
the deceptively simple ability
to set up meetings with those
who have the authority to make
policy changes, be it the school
principal, local school board
representative, or even Tennessee Education Commissioner
Candice McQueen.
“They practice at getting in
front of local officials,” Martin
said. “By the end of the program when we take them to the
state capital, you can just see
the complete transformation
in them, it’s the most magical
thing.”
As a new nonprofit, the reach
of CSE’s work is small when

compared to the total number of
students and schools in Shelby
County. But the nonprofit is
embedded in 10 schools, and
those 10 cohorts yield roughly 15
students each – all armed with
the necessary skills needed for
producing change for hundreds
more.
In a city where child poverty
is among the highest in the nation, learning how to successfully advocate for your needs
– educationally or otherwise
– can be a critical skill for navigating the unforgiving waters of
inequality.
And while it’s not possible to
quantify the reach of Martin’s
advocacy curriculum, it is possible to imagine the skills gained
in each student.
Further, it’s not a stretch of
the imagination to believe that
the students working through
CSE are able to pack up their
learned advocacy skills and
transfer them to their world.
“Their confidence skyrockets,” Martin said. “At the end of
each year, being able to reflect
on where they are now in their
ability to advocate for themselves versus where they were
when we started ... it’s incredible.”
Katie Martin is a graduate
of New Memphis’ Embark program. Learn more at newmemphis.org.

M A R K E T I N G & A DV E RT I S I N G

Archer Malmo Alums Start New Creative Agency
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Dan Price and Ben Colar
have been talking about doing
this for nearly five years, and
now the pair of Archer Malmo
alums is moving forward with
their ambition to launch their
own creative agency.
It’s called Baby Grand, and
the two co-founding friends
and principals – no word on
physical office space yet, but
Price says “We’re open for business” – say it will be focused in
large part on branding. The way
the agency’s website puts it,
with a bit of lighthearted flair:
“We’re here to create standout
brands through smart design,
effective content, and dope experiences. You’re here because

you’re looking for some of that,
or because you’re one of our
moms. (Hi, moms.)”
Price, who’s been working
with the Creative Works organization, explained a bit more
about what that means in an
interview with The Daily News.
“So, new companies. New
organizations. New products,”
Price said about Baby Grand,
which won’t have any particular industry focus when
it comes to securing clients.
“Brand design and positioning has been our strong suit
throughout our careers.
Price had been a senior
copywriter at Archer Malmo
before working as the chief
operating officer at Creative
Works. Colar, who’s in the process of leaving Archer Malmo,

has been an associate creative
director at the firm.
Price was one of a few
Archer Malmo staffers who
founded the Undercurrent
event series, which takes over
interesting and buzzy spaces
around the city to hold informal, unstructured networking
events for creatives and young
professionals. Creative Works
also has sponsored Undercurrent.
“The other thing we’re going to be focusing on is experience design and creative activations,” Price said. “Through
things like Undercurrent and
Ignite, we have a lot of experience translating a brand into a
physical, in-person experience.
That’s something I think a lot of
people are doing more of lately,

Dan Price and Ben Colar
here in Memphis especially.”
Price said he and Colar have
“both gotten to the point in our
careers where something like
this – going out on our own,
starting our own agency, made

(Submitted)

a lot of sense.”
“We think we have a creative perspective that is going to be unique not only in
Memphis but also nationally,”
Price said.
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Democrats Need Viable
Candidates to Catch Blue Wave
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

Republicans called it the “kickoff” to
what they hope will be a great election
season.
Democrats are downplaying a lopsided
loss in the 14th Senate District special election, saying it won’t represent results later
this year in President Trump’s midterm.
Either way, throw in a helping of atheism and a dash of gay marriage, and you
get a resounding Bible Belt win for the GOP
and a butt-whipping for Democrats – 72 to
28 percent – so bad it throws a speed bump
in the party’s improving fortunes.
It could be a coincidence, but Jason
Freeman was replaced as executive director
of the state party this week and replaced by
Jeff Teague, who most recently served as
president and CEO of Planned Parenthood
of Middle and East Tennessee. Several
party organizers also were ousted.
Gayle Jordan sounded like a solid
Democratic candidate who was backing,
among other things, Medicaid expansion
and rural broadband – two items our
Republican governor has pushed, as well.
But when it came to her bio, she hit a
wall, most notably as executive director of
a group called Recovering from Religion,
which provides support for people who
lose faith in God and religion. In other
words, she’s no fair-weather atheist.
Her opponent, Murfreesboro pharmacist Shane Reeves, is a deacon at North
Boulevard Church of Christ, the most
politically powerful church in Rutherford
County, and he harped on their different
world views, noting all of his decisions will
be based on faith, family and a conservative
business acumen.
But even in this red district, which takes
in eastern Rutherford, Bedford, Marshall,
Moore and Lincoln counties, Republicans
got a little nervous during early voting for
the March 13 election and started hitting
Jordan in the heart and the pocket.
Lt. Gov. Randy McNally called Jordan
the “most dangerous candidate” he’s seen
in 40 years of politics, not because she’s an
atheist but because she tries to help people
get over religion. Tennessee Republican
Party Chairman Scott Golden pounced as
well, trying to use Jordan to attack Democratic gubernatorial candidates Karl Dean
and Rep. Craig Fitzhugh.
The party sent out mailers with quotes
from Jordan saying stuff like “God is such
a bad God. The sacrifice of Jesus is such a
bad concept,” etc., in addition to one showing Jordan officiating a marriage between
two men. The men featured in the ad have
since threatened to file a lawsuit against
Republicans for violating their privacy.
As if having God on their side weren’t
enough, Republicans poured more than
$600,000 into the race, with Reeves spending $255,000 in self-endorsed loans,
according to the Tennessee Registry of
Election Finance.

That doesn’t even include what they
spent in the last week. (Reeves and a business partner made $66 million by selling
the Reeves-Sain Drugstore business to
Fred’s a couple of years ago, so he had a
little money to play with.)
Jordan, meanwhile, raised only $42,700
and didn’t lend her campaign any money.
She ran against now-former Sen. Jim Tracy
in 2016, and Democrats felt she was ready
to make a bigger impact against Reeves
after Tracy vacated the seat and paved the
way for the special election.
Republicans were a little shaky going
into the race after Mark Pody, a sitting
Republican House member from Lebanon,
barely beat Democrat Mary Alice Carfi
in the December 2017 special election to
fill the state Senate seat formerly held by
Mae Beavers. Pody won by only 300 votes
against the political novice.
The Pody-Carfi result was a “wakeup
call” for Republicans, says Middle Tennessee State University political scientist
Kent Syler, “and they did not take anything
for granted.” Besides spending a massive
amount of money, they called in Lt. Gov.
McNally and U.S. Reps. Scott DesJarlais
and Marsha Blackburn, a U.S. Senate candidate, to campaign for Reeves on the final
weekend, three days before the vote.
“It was already a tough district, and
coupled with the fact she was an atheist,
she didn’t have a prayer,” Syler says.
The voting results show the trend.
Jordan was down by 20 percent after early
votes were counted in Rutherford County,
but wound up losing by a 44 percent margin by the time it was done.
Rutherford County Democratic Party
Chairman Matt Ferry says he heard Jordan
was ahead during the first part of early
voting, causing Republicans to “sound
the alarm.” They sent out five mailers in
the last week alone, all of them attacking
Jordan on religion and gay marriage, none
of them discussing Jordan’s or Reeves’ policies, he notes.
“They definitely freaked out about it,
and we’re surprised at how much money
they spent on a special election,” says Ferry,
adding he’ll be interested to see how much
Republicans spent when all the reports
are tallied.
Predictably, McNally sent out a statement the night of Reeves’ election saying
his conservative message “resonated” with
District 14 voters.
“The Tennessee Democratic Party has
now marshaled its statewide resources in
two Senate special elections. They have
come up empty twice. These results prove
that any blue wave will hit a big, red seawall
in Tennessee,” McNally’s statement says.
The Republican majority’s work on tax
reduction, low debt and jobs will continue
to be a winning recipe in November, McNally says.
Tennessee Democratic Party Chairman
Mary Mancini, on the other hand, took a
moral victory from the outcome, saying
Tennessee Republicans spent more than
half a million dollars to maintain a Senate
seat they won by 48 points in 2016.
“This is a marathon, not a sprint – we’re
proud of Gayle Jordan, her campaign, and
all the wonderful volunteers who worked

tirelessly making phone calls, knocking on
doors, and writing post cards to support
Gayle. We’re also inspired by a candidate
who persevered even though she endured
relentless, ugly, personal attacks from a
Republican candidate who had no interest
in discussing his stance on the issues that
matter to Tennessee families.”
Supporters roared their approval for
Jordan when she spoke at MayDay Brewery
in Murfreesboro the night of the election
loss. Apparently, there’s no crying in baseball or politics?
Ferry says the party “knew the risk”
when the race started and was caught
off guard to some degree because Jordan
didn’t face the same type of criticism in
2016. This time, Republicans left no stone
unturned and came after her, forcing Jordan to defend her First Amendment right
to freedom of religion.
Still, Ferry explains there are “no regrets,” and he argues she would make a
“great” state senator.
“It was unfortunate what happened
and … I think more people are upset with
the Republicans than anything else, how
they use religion. It’s terrible. They claim
they’re all about religious freedom, but
that’s only one religion, and it’s theirs, it’s
their brand of Christianity,” Ferry says.
State Sen. Jeff Yarbro, chairman of the
Senate Democratic Caucus, echoes those
sentiments – to a point.
“In a seat that by any measure they
should have comfortably won without
spending a cent, they dumped money and
had an all-call with Congress members and
a majority of the Senate caucus both contributing funds and being on the ground to
basically do a little bit worse than they did
last time,” the Nashville senator explains.
“I think what it showed is if we’d had
a well-funded candidate who was aggressively connecting with people in that district I think you would have seen a different
outcome. And if they’ve got to go to those
kind of lengths to hold pat, I think they’re
gonna have a hard year.”
So do Democrats need to find a Godloving candidate to carry them to the Holy
Land?
Yarbro admits Jordan’s position as an
outspoken atheist in the 14th District was
a problem. He also acknowledges the party
“absolutely” needs the “right kind of candidates to take advantage of the political
environment,” and he contends the party
will put them out there this year.
“I certainly think that her inability to
defend her record on that ground in a way
that was persuasive to the people in that
district unquestionably hurt,” he says.
The Tennessee Democratic Party
didn’t exactly come running to her aid with
money, either, Yarbro says.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News,
Knoxville Ledger and Hamilton County
Herald. He can be reached at sstockard44@
gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

When it comes to figuring out how much
home you can afford, forget the online tools
and calculators. Instead, say Ray and Dana
Brandon, the conversation needs to start
with the “B” word: budget.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

It’s common to shy away from conflict at
work. But when used correctly, this form of
“extreme collaboration” can actually move
ideas forward, says Michael Graber.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

While it may be uncomfortable to have a
conversation with an underperforming employee, Mary C. McDonald says employers
can learn and practice steps that will frame
those talks into a transformative experience.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Organizations may find it daunting to build
(or rebuild) a successful board. Instead of
trying to tackle it all at once, Mel and Pearl
Shaw suggest a different way: Find just one
right person.

EMILY CUPPLES

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
E-commerce remains a critical sales tool
with a wide influential reach, and it’s only
expected to grow, says Emily Cupples, who
shares three noteworthy trends emerging
from the latest quarter of e-commerce data.
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Small Cell Legislation Advancing,
But Rural Options More Limited
SAM STOCKARD
Nashville Correspondent

NASHVILLE – Unable to get cellphone service at a football game in Nashville or Knoxville? Can’t send a text from
a Broadway honky tonk or Beale Street
blues bar? Wondering how autonomous
cars will ever work?
Legislation making its way through
the Tennessee General Assembly is designed to set up the structure for investment in small cells, enabling the creation
of a mobile broadband infrastructure that
will take the state to the next generation
of wireless communication: 5G.
“It’s going to transform the world as
we currently know it. We’re expecting
speeds anywhere from 30 to 50 percent
faster as far as connectivity is concerned,”
says state Sen. Bill Ketron, a Murfreesboro Republican who is sponsoring the
legislation. “It opens up that bandwidth
for all the data, everything that we’re doing from texting to telemedicine to even
autonomous vehicles.”
Development of 5G infrastructure
leading to Smart Cities and what is called
the Internet of Things is expected to be
an economic boon to Tennessee, as well,
leading to billions of dollars in investment statewide.
The legislation carried by Ketron in
the Senate and Rep. William Lamberth
in the House provides a manual of sorts
for providers to work with local governments on small-cell installation in public
rights-of-way, as well as placement on
utility poles, in addition to maintaining
aesthetics and protecting historic districts, according to a Senate statement.
Ketron calls 5G deployment “the
secret sauce” for self-driving cars, which
need a constant signal with no down
time, and digital health care. Other
benefits include better service for bridge
sensors and other types of infrastructure
in addition to higher-efficiency energy
grids.
It’s also expected to allow people to
download movies, games and other large
files in only a second, one of the biggest
attractions for entertainment purposes.
Lamberth, a Portland Republican,
believes the legislation is an “important”
technological step for Tennesseans because of the prevalence of cell-phone use,
not just for phone calls but for engaging
in social media and using email.
The legislation ensures local governments retain control while putting a
framework in place so the technology
can be “deployed in a timely manner,”
Lamberth says.
Too often, because of the way cell

Legislation in the General Assembly would start building a 5G network in Tennessee,
but it's questionable how much people in less populated areas would use it. (Shutterstock)
towers work, people in densely-populated areas lose use of their cell phones and
other technological devices.
“I just want to make sure folks will be
able to use their cell phones when they’re
at Titans Stadium in the middle of a football game in case, for some reason, they
have a family emergency or they need to
get some information, or simply for their
convenience,” Lamberth says.
State Sen. Jeff Yarbro, a Nashville
Democrat, isn’t quite as excited about
the legislation, though he hasn’t been
following it closely.
“We have to avoid the temptation in
the Legislature to decide every question
that affects the local governments, and I
think it’s important we do our best to try
to preserve local policy-making authority,” Yarbro says.
WORKING TOWARD AGREEMENT
Thus, lobbyists with AT&T and other
major Internet providers have been working with lawmakers, electric cooperatives,
utilities, counties and cities during the
legislative session to ferry the bill to passage. It recently made its way through
the Senate Commerce and Labor Committee. It’s to be considered March 20 in
the Finance, Ways & Means Committees
of both the House and Senate.
Initially, public entities wanted to
charge as much as $2,500 for companies
to attach a small cell to electric poles or
other structures, according to Ketron. But
the amount has been negotiated to $100
per attachment, and he believes cities will
“embrace it.”
In addition, a $1 billion fiscal note, the
estimated cost for the state, was removed,
in addition to another $400,000 cost for
hiring people within the Tennessee De-

partment of Transportation to handle the
matter. Ketron said the bill will wind up
being “revenue neutral” and shouldn’t
cost the state a thing.
The legislation also requires internet
companies to abide by local guidelines for
electric poles, downtown historic district
aesthetics such as those in Murfreesboro
and Franklin. But some municipalities
still aren’t head over heels about the bill.
In fact, electric cooperatives, cities
and counties, are neutral on the legislation. And it has taken a good deal of effort
even to reach that point.
“Metro Nashville government understands and appreciates the need for small
technology and the benefits it can have
to customers and economic development opportunities,” said Michael Cass,
spokesman for the Nashville mayor’s
office. “At the same time, there is a real
need to protect the aesthetics of our
neighborhoods and keep our sidewalks
free of clutter.”
Nashville has worked through the
Tennessee Municipal League to negotiate
an amendment reducing “visual clutter”
within city rights-of-way and to increase
attachment fees and application processing fees to trim the “negative financial
impact on the city,” Cass said.
Several attempts were made to reach
TML officials, but no calls were returned.
Memphis isn’t taking an official
stance on the bill, according to Kyle
Veazey, spokesman for the mayor’s office.
But even though the city appreciates
the work by all parties to get to this point,
“we still do have some concerns as it relates to pre-emption” of local rules and
ordinances, Veazey said.
The Tennessee Electric Cooperative
says 5G may offer high speeds, but it has

a limited range. The small-cell boxes will
have to be strategically placed every few
hundred feet.
“Because of this, we don’t anticipate
it will ever see widespread use outside
of densely populated areas,” says Trent
Scott, spokesman for the organization.
“The economics of deploying current 5G
technology in sparsely populated areas
are going to be a challenge.”
Another downfall is that cell phones
from previous generations aren’t expected to function in a 5G world. Thus,
Ketron warns people not to buy new cell
phones until the new information highway is built.
Lamberth and Ketron, though, point
out wireless networks are at capacity
and cell-tower construction can prove
cumbersome, requiring land near homes
and businesses.
The lawmakers also say recent history
is on their side with 14 states passing
legislation to make small-cell investment
easier and another 19 considering similar
bills this year.
BIG BUCKS INVOLVED
In both Nashville and Memphis, for
instance, 5G investments are expected
to create more than 6,000 jobs, grow the
gross domestic product by about $1 billion, bring in a network investment of
some $530 million and bolster the smart
grid and transportation systems with
benefits of more than $371 million, according to a report by Accenture Strategy.
All told, in Tennessee, 5G is expected to
create more than 16,000 jobs and lead to
a $1 billion investment that will grow the
state GDP by $3 billion.
AT&T spokesman Joe Burgan points
out 40 legislators are joining Ketron and
Lamberth as co-sponsors on the legislation.
“Constant growth in use of wireless
devices like smart phones and tablets,
along with the explosion of new applications for everything from mobile banking
and real-time traffic monitoring to telehealth and distance learning, results in a
massive amount of data that communications networks must handle,” Burgan says
in an email statement.
AT&T’s wireless network has grown
more than 250,000 percent in the last 10
years, and other providers are seeing the
same type of demand, he says.
Building network capacity and laying
the foundation for future technologies
are a necessity for 5G and smart cities,
Burgan says.
“That future will depend on robust
network capabilities to support things
like autonomous vehicles – applications
that once seemed like science fiction but
soon will be business-as-usual for any
state with a vibrant economy,” he says.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger and Memphis Daily
News. He can be reached at sstockard44@
gmail.com.
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Parkinson to Introduce Bill Phasing
Out State’s Achievement School District
SAM STOCKARD
Nashville Correspondent

NASHVILLE – Rep. Antonio
Parkinson is set to make a push
to remove Memphis schools from
the state’s Achievement School
District and dissolve the state district because of its failure to pull
them out of Tennessee’s bottom
5 percent for performance.
Parkinson, a Memphis Democrat, contends $108 million
would be sent to local
school systems if 33
Memphis schools and
two Nashville schools
in the ASD are returned
to Shelby County and
Davidson County
school systems. It is
part of legislation he is
planning to bring in the
General Assembly this
session.
“The budget for it
is in the hundreds of
millions of dollars, and they
have not, to date, delivered on
any of the things they promised
when this thing was brought into
creation. So we need accountability,” Parkinson says.
Parkinson’s legislation, which
he plans to introduce Tuesday,
March 27, in the House Education Administration and Planning Committee, would require
schools removed from a local
education agency (LEA) into the
ASD remain until July 2019 when
the state school district would
be eliminated or charter school
agreements with ASD expire.
Almost every single school ASD
takes over is run by a charter
schools operator.
In addition, those LEAs would
be required to intervene in the
schools with a new improvement
or turnaround plan, which is necessary under federal law.

“The budget for it is in the
hundreds of millions of dollars,
and they have not, to date,
delivered on any of the things
they promised when this thing
was brought into creation. So
we need accountability.”
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Crews prepare stage sets for the Broadway touring
production of “Wicked,” which runs at The
Orpheum Theatre through Sunday, March 25. “Wicked”
is the story of the two Wizard of Oz
witches – the blonde “good” witch, Glinda, and
the green-skinned “wicked” witch, Elphaba
– who meet as unwilling roommates at the University
of Shiz. Fifteen years after premiering
on Broadway, the musical remains a smash hit.
For showtimes and ticket information, visit
orpheum-memphis.com.
(Daily News/Houston Cofield)
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functional. Since
down Thursday following a surge then, other
pumps have been
When Jim Strickland ran of flood waters
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for Memphis mayor in 2015 on and electrical
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a campaign that would be “bril- bined to disable
three pump mo“ We brought up 18 to 20
liant at the basics,” he probably tors in a well.
pumps to then pump what was
didn’t have in mind the recent
Water in the basin in the happening … into
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attention that sewers – the most area came
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DeWitt Spain the state and explained to them
ten in recent months.
Airport and almost made it onto the circumstances
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flooding was no other alternative. We had
to
treatment plant resumed par- contained
and the airport was protect the property.”
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That means untreated sew11, with the plant expected to re- into Sunday.
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sume full operations by Friday,
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The University of Tennessee Health Science Center has
launched a new Center for Sickle Cell Disease in the College of
Medicine and tapped a leader for
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it who will come on board in July.
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and raise expectations for children to perform better. She also
says overall performance of priority schools has improved since
the ASD was adopted some five
years ago.
“We also want to accelerate success for every child and
continue to improve our work in
this area,” McQueen said. “Over
the past year, we have had an
opportunity through the Every
Student Succeeds Act to build on
what we’ve learned over the last
several years within school improvement and to streamline the
work of the Achievement School
District, while also adding new
options for school improvement
beyond the ASD.”
White points out Memphis
had 67 schools in the bottom
5 percent when ASD started,
though he adds the state district
“has a hard climb” to pull the rest
of them to a higher level.
“You just don’t stop and go
back to where you were because
that wasn’t working either,”
White says, noting the state and
schools within the district need to
continue working on a process to
“transform” them.
“We’re just trying to find a
formula,” White says.
Parkinson, however, believes
much of the problem could lie
with the money and the fact charter schools are businesses and, as
such, are set up to make money.
“This doesn’t mean we necessarily get rid of the charters.
It would be up to the LEA when
those schools start moving back
as to what to do with them,” Parkinson says. “I’m not anti-charter
or anti-choice. I’m just anti-B.S.”

For instance, it announced
last fall one school showed “exceptional growth” and made
its way off the state priority list.
Lester Prep Middle School is
“improving” and Georgian Hills
Achievement Elementary is on
an “exit” status if it continues to
succeed at a certain level.
But in October 2017, the Tennessee Department of Education
released a report showing the
ASD to be “in need of
improvement.”
In response, interim
ASD Superintendent
Kathleen Airhart noted
the ASD was formed
because schools were
“desperate need of improvement” statewide.
“The fact that our
current accountability determinations are
rated as ‘in need improvement’ speaks to
– REP. ANTONIO PARKINSON
the fact that most of the
hard and critical work
to support students and
intervene in the state’s lowest- new intervention program and lift schools is still ahead of us,”
performing schools when they avoiding any down time could she says in the statement.
Airhart called the improvefail to show improvement over a be difficult, he says.
“I think the ASD is good. It ment at Georgian Hills and its
four-year period.
Based on any “lag” between still puts a little pressure on the prospect for returning to its
federal approval of such a pro- locals to perform, (so) we do home district “particularly gratigram and ASD’s elimination, have that ability to say, ‘If you fying.” The superintendent says
some federal funding could be don’t perform we’ll come in and she spent time in both schools
jeopardized but the amount is run the school,’” says White, a and visited with their leaders
where she saw a “culture and
unknown, the fiscal note states. Memphis Republican.
White points out Shelby climate” enabling her to gain a
Tennessee received $359.8 million from the federal government County Schools put the iZone “better insight into the academic
program in place to keep from advances they have been able
for education in fiscal 2018.
Parkinson contends Shelby losing more schools to the ASD. to make and hope they have reCounty Schools could use the He says the committee he chairs stored at these schools.”
Education Commissioner
iZone program adopted at other isn’t ready to dump ASD, either,
struggling schools to help the because it “sees value” in the Candice McQueen, in a statement, says, “The Achievement
ASD schools when they transfer state district.
Consequently, he sees the School District remains critical
back to the local system.
“One of the biggest com- chance for some negotiations to our work as a state to improve
students’ performance, espeplaints I’ve heard from the ASD with Parkinson.
The ASD is making some cially in our priority schools.”
(schools) is they weren’t getting
McQueen contends the ASD
enough support from the ASD. headway even though it hasn’t
We need to get them over to SCS moved any schools out of the “has been effective” in forcing
school systems to make changes
and get them the support they bottom 5 percent yet.
need so we could start possibly
moving those schools,” he says.
State Rep. Mark White, who
chairs the House Education panel where Parkinson’s bill would
be considered first, is opposed
to eliminating the ASD because
the federal government requires
Tennessee to have some program
in place to handle failing schools.
With Gov. Bill Haslam set to leave
office in early 2019, setting up a

A summary of the bill’s fiscal impact on Tennessee shows
$100 million would shift back to
Shelby County Schools in 201920 and $8 million would go back
to Davidson County Schools.
Under the legislation, the
Tennessee Department of Education would have to obtain federal
approval for a new intervention
plan, because the Every Student
Succeeds Act requires states to
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FedEx Talks Texas Explosion, Walmart,
Increased Profits During Earnings Call
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

It was a busy Tuesday for FedEx Corp.
as the Memphis-based company discussed the San Antonio facility explosion,
$2.5 billion in hub modernizations, and
a new deal with Walmart all while posting higher than expected returns during
its March 20 third quarter earnings call.
FedEx chairman and CEO Fred Smith
used his opening remarks to address the
explosion that rocked a FedEx facility in
the San Antonio suburb of Schertz, Texas,
around 1 a.m. Tuesday, March 20, injuring one worker.
“We are very thankful there were no
serious injuries from the package that was
detonated earlier in our San Antonio FedEx Ground facility,” Smith said. “FedEx
has provided law enforcement extensive
evidence from our advanced technology
security systems designed to protect the
safety of our teammate, our customers,
and the communities we serve. We continue to assist authorities.”
While it is still early in the investigation process, FBI agents, along with local
authorities, now believe that the bomb
was linked to a recent string of explosions
that have been devastating Austin, Texas.
“We have also confirmed that the
individual responsible also shipped a second package that has now been secured
and turned over to law enforcement,”
the company said during its most recent
statement on the matter.
During the earnings call, Smith continued his favorable remarks about the
recently enacted Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
while reinforcing his displeasure with
President Trump’s proposed tariff plans.

“

FedEx is concerned
about the prospect of
increased protectionist
tariffs as history has
shown us repeatedly
that protectionism is
counterproductive to
economic growth.”
–Fred Smith, FedEx chairman and CEO

“FedEx is concerned about the prospect of increased protectionist tariffs
as history has shown us repeatedly that
protectionism is counterproductive to
economic growth,” Smith said. “The better approach is to encourage open markets and free exchange of products and
services, and to reduce barriers of trade.”
For the third quarter, FedEx reported
earnings of $2.07 billion, or $7.59 per
share, which is up from $562 million,
or $2.07 per share, year over year, while
revenue rose to $16.5 billion, a $1.5 billion increase from $15 billion a year ago.
FedEx posted $1.02 billion, or $3.72
per share, in adjusted earnings for the
quarter, compared with $625 million, or
$2.30 per share a year ago.
These figures exceeded analysts’ expectations of adjusted earnings of $3.11
per share and revenues of $16.2 billion.
The company credited the positive
results to higher base rates, increased
volume at FedEx Ground and FedEx

FedEx says it continues to benefit from federal tax cuts and that hub expansions will
help it capture its share of the growing e-commerce pie.
(Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)
Freight, and a favorable net impact from
fuel, while significantly higher variable
compensation accruals, increased peakrelated costs at FedEx Express and the
impact of adverse weather negatively
affected the company for the quarter.
Executive vice president and CFO
Alan Graf spoke to shareholders about
the long-term benefits the $1.5 billion
Indianapolis hub modernization and
the similar $1 billion upgrades that were
recently unveiled for the Memphis SuperHub will have in the coming years.
“These hub modernizations will bring
substantial improvements in operational
efficiency and reliability,” Graf said. “For
example, the Memphis project includes
construction of a large new sort facility,
state of the art sort systems, construction

of a bulk truckload building, and a new
area to improve handling of oversized
shipments that continue to increase with
the growth of e-commerce.”
FedEx Corp. executive vice president
and chief marketing and communications Raj Subramaniam also addressed
the agreement with Walmart to add 500
new FedEx Office locations within select
stores across the country.
The expansion, which will occur
over the next two months, comes after
completion of a successful pilot program
spanning 47 Walmart stores in six states.
“This strategic initiative between FedEx Office and Walmart brings our brand
even closer to busy consumers looking for
reliable options for packing, shipping and
receiving packages,” Subramaniam said.

G OV E R N M E N T

Commission Plans to Appoint Interim Environmental Court Judge in April
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners plan to appoint a new
General Sessions Environmental Court judge April 2 with
Monday being the deadline
for applicants to apply for the
interim position.
The commission plans to
interview applicants during
March 28 committee sessions.
The vacancy was created by
the retirement of Larry Potter,

the original Environmental
Court judge
dating back
to the 1980s
when it was
part of the
LARRY POTTER
City Court
system.
“The court has the busiest
docket of any court in our purview,” commission chairman
Heidi Shafer said.
Potter announced his retirement last month effec-

tive March 1. That means the
elected position will go on the
August county general election
ballot to fill the remainder of
Potter’s eight-year term of office – through the 2022 county
elections.
Whoever gets the appointment from the commission
would serve until the results
of the August election are
certified.
So far, four contenders
have pulled petitions for the
special election ahead of an
April 5 deadline to file.

Attorney Robert “Price”
Harris is the only one of the
four to file his qualifying petition as of Friday, March 16.
The others who have pulled
petitions are attorney Danny
Kail; Patrick Dandridge, the
deputy city public works director whom Potter has endorsed;
and Carlyn Addison, a Memphis Shelby County Juvenile
Court magistrate.
In other action Monday,
the commission approved
$120,000 for land acquisition
and closing costs on rights-

of-way and easements for the
realigned Macon Road Bridge
over Grays Creek in Cordova.
The four-lane bridge will replace a 50-year-old, two-lane
bridge that county officials
say is showing some deterioration of steel and has channel
scouring.
In the same area, the commission approved a specialuse permit for a 6-acre expansion of Vantage Point Golf
driving range, 9580 Macon
Road, for an additional putting
facility with lights.
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New Maciel’s Concept Coming to Broad Ave. District
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

A new Maciel’s location is in the
works, coming to the site behind Rec
Room on Broad Avenue that previously
housed French Truck Coffee.
Set to open on April 2, it will be something of a twist on the Maciel’s concept
– called Maciel’s Bodega – and smaller
than the Maciel’s Highland restaurant
that just opened in February. Rather than
a third full-fledged Maciel’s, which also
has restaurants Downtown and in the
University of Memphis area, Maciel’s Bodega will be more like a location number
2.5 for the brand.
The plan is to start serving customers
at 584 Tillman St., suite 1, at 6:30 a.m.
on Monday, April 2. Building off of what
French Truck Coffee was doing there,
Maciel’s Bodega will keep operating as

an artisan coffee and espresso shop, but
it will add breakfast burritos, boba tea,
smoothies, beer and other snacks.
Some of the menu items will be available to order via UberEats for delivery
throughout the Memphis area.
Outside of food, Maciel’s Bodega
also will provide free Wi-Fi and printing
for customers to encourage a sort of cowork experience. The 2,500-square-foot
space – half of which is dedicated to food
production – is getting new couches and
a covered patio area that includes a pingpong table.
There’s also a wholesale component

to Maciel’s Bodega. It eventually will
produce fresh corn and flour tortillas and
salsa for Maciel’s other restaurants, as
well as for the public.
Like the Maciel’s Highland location,
this one also is a partnership between
Manuel and Lisha Martinez, proprietors
of Maciel’s Downtown, and the ITS Fine
Restaurant Group. The latter includes Rec
Room, Bounty on Broad, Railgarten and
Loflin Yard, and is operated by principals
Taylor Berger and John Planchon.
“We opened Rec Room at Tillman and
Broad almost four years ago,” Berger told
The Daily News. “We’ve had so much
fun being a part of Binghampton and its
redevelopment. When the opportunity
arose to take over our neighborhood coffee shop, we jumped. Adding boba tea,
burritos, beer and a big patio seemed like
the right way to imbibe this special spot
with the energy it deserves.”
Maciel’s Bodega will be open from

R E S TA U R A N T S

Food Delivery Search Engine
Launching in Memphis
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Memphians are enjoying a bumper
crop of on-demand ordering apps and
platforms, especially in the meals-togo space. Uber Eats and Bite Squad
are among the
big-name foodordering apps
that give diners
here the option
– with just a few taps – to order meals
that get sent straight to their door.
And that’s partly the reason a new
name, Bootler, is arriving in Memphis.
Think of Bootler as comparable to
something like a Google that’s only
focused on food and alcohol delivery
companies. It has web and mobile app
offerings, CEO Michael DiBenedetto
tells The Daily News, and it’s launching in Memphis “in the near future.”
He says it works like this:
When DiBenedetto is preparing
to go on a trip, for example, he turns
frequently to his American Airlines
mobile app. He uses it to look up possible flights, prices, departure times,
connection details – all the data he
needs to make his travel decision.

Sometimes, he’s not happy with
the choices that are presented to him.
In that case, he then moves beyond
the American Airlines app and checks
out something like Kayak.com, which
is an aggregator of fare and travel data
that can present him with different
options. Kayak eliminates the need
to check apps and sites
one by one.
That’s the same way
Bootler works, he says.
It’s a portal meant to
give users insight into the cheapest
and fastest food delivery options available to them.
“We aggregate multiple third-party
delivery services into one app, and
then we show users what the different
delivery services are that work with a
given restaurant as well as what their
delivery fee and time estimates are,”
he says of Bootler, the name being
a kind of play on the word “butler.”
“We’re like a Kayak.com of the online
food-ordering space.”
The app aggregates data from
services like GrubHub, DoorDash,
Postmates and more. It’s built to let
users search and discover restaurants
that deliver to their neighborhood and
compare prices, fastest delivery time

and overall convenience.
Bootler’s Web presence – www.
gobootler.com – is already surfacing
Memphis restaurant options in its
search responses. Type “Memphis”
into the search box on the site’s main
page, for example, and if the time is
late at night you’re shown options like
Kooky Canuck.
Bootler shows that it delivers via
the Bite Squad service, has a $4.99 delivery fee and what the current delivery
time estimate is.
“Someone’s going to have their
favorite food delivery app on their
phone, but if they’re not giving them
the right restaurant or the delivery fees
might be too high because of surge
pricing or what have you, then you
have Bootler to also see all the other
options in one place,” DiBenedetto
said about Bootler, which is free to use.
The service’s arrival in Memphis
continues the growth of related offerings in the city, as the food delivery
service Bite Squad is amping up its
presence here in a big way.
The company said at the end of
January that it’s added more than 30
new restaurants to its stable of participating restaurants in Memphis, bringing its total to more than 150 here.

Your source for accurate and unbiased real estate data you can trust.
www.ChandlerReports.com

6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the week, and
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekends.
The opening comes almost two
months after the launch of a second
Maciel’s restaurant location at 525 S.
Highland St., which opened to the public
for lunch and dinner Feb. 15.
It, too, was formed via a partnership
between Martinez and the ITS Fine Restaurant Group.
The 3,000-square-foot Highland location has a 1,500-square-foot indoor/outdoor patio. The plan there is to eventually
expand the menu – beyond repeating the
same favorites as the Downtown Maciel’s
– as well as to add brunch and late-night
food offerings.
There’s also a bar program at Maciel’s
Highland that includes a “Cantina Cocktail” menu featuring drinks that might be
encountered in street markets in Mexico,
such as the changuirango, banderita and
vampiro.
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MEMPHIS BASKETBALL

Penny Hardaway addresses a crowd of Memphis Tigers fans at a press conference inside the Laurie-Walton Family Basketball Center
on Tuesday, March 20, after being announced as the new head coach of the men's basketball team. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

Right Call: Hiring Hardaway
Already Paying Dividends

P

enny Hardaway appeared
and fans cheered, hooted
and hollered. Their deliverer, formerly a Memphis
State star and All-American wearing No. 25, had come home in a
gray suit and blue tie to rescue
their beloved Tigers.
He spoke of restoring the
glory, filling FedExForum, and
winning. He talked a lot about
winning. And not at all about
overachieving by finishing in the
middle of the American Athletic
Conference standings.
Afterward, University of Memphis president M. David Rudd
released the details of the school’s
dire financial situation as it related
to the men’s basketball program:
a projected $4.7 million loss this
season, in large part because donations fell off and season ticket
sales dropped to 4,115, a figure
Rudd called the “lowest in modern
history in Tiger basketball.”
So here’s a question: Even
though Penny Hardaway has
never coached one college basketball game, is there anyone left
who doesn’t believe this is a risk
worth taking?
Honestly, risk isn’t even the
right word. On this day at the shiny

Kyvon Davenport, center, a forward for the Tigers' basketball team,
listens with teammates as Penny Hardaway is announced as the
new head coach. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
new Laurie-Walton practice facility (price tag $20 million-plus),
good old Tubby Smith and the
nearly $10 million he is still owed
almost seemed like a distant
memory.
Rudd and the big boosters
played the only card they had to
play in hiring Penny. After one
hour, it felt like a backboardshattering slam-dunk.
That quickly, Penny had rekindled hope and pride.
“Tiger basketball, no disrespect to the Grizzlies, is No. 1 in

the city,” Penny said after speaking to the crowd that jammed the
practice facility for the press conference. “It was here before the
Grizzlies came. When the Tigers
won back in the day, everybody
was happy. When the Tigers lost,
everybody was sad.”
Too much? A little presumptuous? No, just right. Exactly what
Tiger Nation wants and needs
to hear.
Like the last two years of the
Josh Pastner regime, the two seasons under Tubby Smith were ab-

DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
sent any postseason play. Worse,
the ennui that started under
Pastner solidified under Smith.
People who used to schedule their
lives around Tiger basketball no
longer knew nor cared when the
games were.
That’s costly at multiple levels.
Fact is, there was never any
genuine anticipation or sustained
excitement. No real belief that the
Tigers were going to make the
NCAA Tournament or again be
visible on the national radar.
The latter has changed with
Penny’s hiring. Through his elite
summer team and three-time
state champion East High School
team, Hardaway has built relationships with top-tier recruits.
Hours after Hardaway was formally introduced as the new
Memphis coach, East High point
guard Alex Lomax received his release from a signed letter of intent
from Wichita State.
Which means for Lomax the
next stop is Memphis. He should
be just the first of several highprofile recruits from the Memphis
area to join the program. Penny
won’t get everyone, of course,
and there’s still a decent chance
the No. 1 player in the 2019 class,
James Wiseman, sticks to his ear-

lier decision to commit to John
Calipari and Kentucky.
But getting Wiseman is now
possible. So is getting D.J. Jeffries,
a Top-30 recruit in the 2019 class,
and Chandler Lawson, a Top-40
prospect in that class.
So I asked Penny if he was
planning to, as the saying goes,
“throw a fence up around Memphis.”
His answer: “Absolutely.
You’re talking to a guy that’s born
and raised here. My team was 99
percent Memphis when I played
here, so I definitely want to have
a fence around the city and get the
top talent out of the city. I’m not
a guy that opposes going out and
grabbing the hometown talent
because we have enough talent
here that can win.
“You still want to go nationally, sure, but hometown talent
you have to keep at home.”
He also has plans for upgrading the schedule, saying he’ll be
calling Cal at Kentucky, Michigan
State and Duke and trying to put
together home-and-home series.
That might prove tougher than
he imagines, but you have to love
the spirit.
“The city wants that, I want
that,” said the former NBA AllStar. “Never run away from competition.”
And that’s what he told the
current players when he met
with them. Guard Jeremiah Martin relayed that Penny said they
should be thinking conference
championship for starters, but
also aiming toward the ultimate
championship.
I asked Rudd what he thought
Memphis fans should expect in
terms of going to the NCAAs over
a five-year period.
“I don’t know that that’s fair
for me to project that,” he said.
“Look, I would tell you that if you
look historically, this program every four years or so makes a deep
run into the tournament. I think
that’s a reasonable thing.”
You know what’s even more
reasonable? Getting to the tournament more years than not. Ending
this four-year slide into oblivion.
As Rudd noted more than
once, there is Top-25 level investment in the program. The results
should mirror that investment.
“It’s tough to say (making the
NCAAs) should happen every
year,” Penny said, “but that’s my
goal. We want to know what seed
we’re gonna have, not if we’re
gonna make it at all.”
That’s the way it once was.
That’s the way it can be again.
Even before Penny has started
to deliver on that goal, the healing
has begun.
Tiger fans are coming back
and they’re bringing their hope,
and their checkbooks, with them.
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UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

Mixed Emotions As
Vols, Lady Vols Exit
Postseason Early
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Wait till next year. Again. Hope
for better.
It’s going to be a long offseason for Tennessee basketball.
The Vols were seeded No. 3 in
the NCAA Tournament’s South
Region and were upset by No. 11
seed Loyola-Chicago, 63-62, in the
second round in Dallas.
At least men’s coach Rick
Barnes enters the 2018-19 season
on solid ground with UT fans,
boosters and the university administration, albeit the sour ending. Barnes, chosen SEC Coach of
the Year by the league’s coaches,
is one of four candidates for the
Werner Ladder Naismith Trophy,
the award for national coach of
the year.
Lady Vols coach Holly
Warlick’s footing isn’t as solid.
The No. 3-seeded Lady Vols
lost to No. 6 seed Oregon State,
66-59, in the second round of the
NCAA Women’s Tournament’s
Lexington Region in Knoxville.
It was the first time in 58 NCAA
tournament home games that the
Lady Vols had lost. They were 45-0
in first- and second-round NCAA
home games.
Warlick is lucky former UT
athletic director John Currie isn’t
still around. He might have fired
Warlick – she has one year left on
her contract – if he hadn’t been
replaced by Phillip Fulmer on
Dec. 1 after his failed search for a
football coach.
Don’t look for Fulmer to pull
the plug on Warlick right now.
He’s worried about fixing the
football program. Plus, Warlick’s
background at Tennessee works
in her favor with Fulmer. She’s
a Knoxville native, a former star
point guard for the Lady Vols and
longtime assistant under legendary coach Pat Summitt.
Still, Fulmer has got to see the
Lady Vols aren’t what they used
to be. Neither is women’s college basketball. It is much more
competitive than when Summitt
coached Tennessee to 18 Final
Fours and eight national championships, the last two in 2007
and 2008.
The Lady Vols haven’t been
back to the Final Four since. Their
last trip to the NCAA’s Elite Eight

was in 2015-16 when they advanced as a No. 7 seed. Last year,
the Lady Vols lost in the NCAA’s
second round as a No. 5 seed to
No. 4 Louisville.
But that game was in Louisville. Not Knoxville.
Warlick, who took another
bashing by fans on social media
after the loss to Oregon State, lost
her composure in the post-game
press conference.
“This isn’t about winning or
losing,” she said. “It’s about young
ladies getting better on and off
the court, and I don’t think they
deserve half the crap thrown at
them.”
Actually, it is about winning
and losing in big-time college
athletics. Warlick should know
it by now.
While Barnes returns all but
one rotation player on his roster
next season, Warlick loses her two
best players – 6-2 senior guard/
forward Jaime Nared and 6-6
senior center Mercedes Russell.
Both were on the eight-player AllSEC first team. Both are headed to
the WNBA.
Nared led UT in scoring (16.7)
and was third in rebounding (7.4).
Russell was second in scoring
(15.3) and tops in rebounding
(9.2).
The Lady Vols’ other starters
were 5-11 junior guard Meme
Jackson, 6-2 freshman guard/
forward Rennia Davis and 6-0
freshman point guard Evina Westbrook.
Anastasia Hayes, a 5-7 freshman point guard, played starter’s
minutes in relief of Westbrook
and was the SEC’s Sixth Woman
of the Year.
Davis will be the Lady Vols’ top
returning player as a sophomore
next season after averaging 12
points and 7.6 rebounds. She was
on the All-SEC Freshman team.
Westbrook, also on the AllSEC Freshman team, averaged
8.4 points, 2.5 rebounds, and the
team-high 4.3 assists.
The three freshmen were
part of Warlick’s four-player,
2017 signing class that was rated
No. 1 in the nation. The fourth
freshman, 6-4 center Kasiyahna
Kushkituah, averaged 1.8 points,
1.4 rebounds and 7.6 minutes in
16 games.
Jackson and 6-3 forward Cheridene Green will be the only

seniors on next year’s roster, composed primarily of sophomores
and a 2018 class that is rated No.
3 nationally.
Jackson averaged 8.2 points,
4.0 rebounds and 27.5 minutes
this year and started every game.
Green played in every game and
averaged 4.1 points, 3.7 rebounds
and 11.8 minutes. Green’s role
should expand next season with
the departure of Russell.
Warlick’s incoming freshman
class consists of four players:
Zarielle “Zay” Green, a 6-foot
guard from Duncanville (Texas)
High School; Jazmine Massengill, a 6-foot point guard from
Chattanooga’s Hamilton Heights
Christian Academy; Amira “Mimi”
Collins, a 6-foor-3 forward from
Paul VI Catholic High in Fairfax, Virginia; and Rae Burrell, a
6-foor-1 wing from Liberty High
in Henderson, Nevada.
Warlick’s last two recruiting
classes are the best back-to-back
classes since the No. 5-rated class
assembled by Summitt in 2012,
the year she retired after 38 years
(Warlick handled most of the
coaching duties in 2011-12 while
Summitt dealt with early-onset
Alzheimer’s disease).
With the new talent on campus, Warlick better coach ’em up
next season to save her job.
Barnes, on the other hand, has
some equity entering his fourth
season after putting the Vols in
position for an NCAA run.
Tennessee was picked to finish 13th in the 14-team SEC by
media. The Vols won a share of
the SEC regular-season title (13-5)
and lost to Kentucky in the SEC
Tournament Championship.
They finished with 26 victories,
tied for third-most in school history with the 1999-2000 team,
which lost to North Carolina in
the Sweet 16.
Unlike the Lady Vols in the
NCAAs, the Vols got a bad break
when 6-11 junior low post Kyle
Alexander hurt his hip in a fall
during their 73-47 win over No. 14
seed Wright State in the first round
of the tournament. He missed the
Loyola game, and his absence
exposed Tennessee’s lack of depth
in the front court.
Although not a big scorer (5.6
points per game), Alexander is the
team’s third-leading rebounder
(5.6), top rim protector with 57

Junior forward Kyle Alexander’s absence hurt Tennessee during
its 63-62 elimination loss against Loyola-Chicago. He sustained
a hip injury during the first-round NCAA Tournament win against
Wright State.
(AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
blocks, and averaged 20.3 minutes
per game with 34 starts.
With Alexander out, Barnes
started 6-9 redshirt freshman
John Fulkerson at low post against
Loyola. He was a non-factor with
two rebounds and no points in 7
minutes. This season, Fulkerson
averaged 1.7 points, 1.6 rebounds,
and 9.3 minutes.
Fulkerson, a Kingsport native
who played at The Christ School
in North Carolina, hasn’t been
the same since he suffered a
dislocated left elbow and cracked
wrist Dec. 15, 2016, in a win over
Lipscomb. He was averaging
4.7 points, 4.6 rebounds and 16
minutes per game when he was
injured.
Tennessee had no help in the
post for its top two players, 6-7
sophomore forward/low post
Grant Williams and 6-5 junior
wing/forward Admiral Schofield.
When Schofield picked up two
early fouls against Loyola, the Vols
were in frontcourt trouble. Derrick
Walker and Yves Pons weren’t
ready for the Big Dance.
Walker, a 6-8 freshman from
Kansas City, was averaging 1.9
points, 2.2 rebounds and 8.8 minutes. He had two points and two
rebounds in 18 minutes against
Loyola.
Pons, a 6-5 freshman from
Fuveau, France, averaged less
than a point and a rebound this

season, averaging 5.2 minutes in
24 games. He had two rebounds
and didn’t score in 6 minutes
against Loyola.
Still, the Vols rallied from a
10-point deficit late in the game.
Williams’ three-point play gave
UT a one-point lead with 20.1
seconds left, but Loyola’s Clayton
Custer hit the winning shot with
3.6 seconds left, thanks to a lucky
bounce. UT’s Jordan Bone missed
a long shot at the buzzer.
Where do the Vols go from
here? Back to work. Like they did
last offseason.
Williams returns as the SEC
Player of the Year after leading the
Vols in scoring (15.2) and minutes
(28.6) and grabbing 6.1 rebounds
per game, second-best on the
team. After taking a hard fall in
the Jan. 31 win against LSU, Williams played through hip and back
problems the rest of the season.
Schofield, chosen to the AllSEC second team, was Tennessee’s best player during the season’s stretch run. He was the
team’s second-leading scorer
(13.9) and top rebounder (6.4)
while playing wing and power
forward.
Dave Link is a freelance contributor living in Knoxville

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

www.thememphisnews.com

32 March 23-29, 2018

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

THDA Down-Payment Assistance Fund
Sees Plenty of Demand in Memphis
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The $60 million in federal
down-payment assistance funding for Tennessee meant to last
through 2020 will probably only
make it to Labor Day based on
demand in Memphis and elsewhere.
“Here in Memphis, especially,
we did twice the mortgage volume
in 2017 that we did in 2016,” said
Ralph Perrey, executive director
of the Tennessee Housing Development Agency. “That adds
up to about $43 million in mortgage investment on our part in
home ownership in Memphis and
Shelby County.”
THDA administers the funds
from the U.S. Treasury that
were allocated starting in early

2016. Perrey
said the assistance of
$15,000 per
homebuyer
for a down
payment
and/or closPERREY
ing costs is
“almost
entirely”
responsible for the mortgage
volume. The funding from the
“Hard Hit Fund” of the Treasury
goes to ZIP codes hit hardest
by the recession to encourage
homeownership.
Perrey is in Memphis this
week to encourage more use of
the HHF assistance as well as
mortgage loans available through
the Great Choice program –
www.greatchoicetn.com – a list
of lenders the THDA works with.

“Really the intent with this
program … is to bring people
back to some of the neighborhoods that are a little slower
recovering from the downturn,”
Perrey said. “I think the principal
ingredient in bringing neighborhoods back is not just the
investment, but the presence of
an invested homeowner who is
going to be there for five, seven,
10 years.”
The assistance is forgivable
over a 10-year period starting in
year six. And a first-time homebuyer is considered someone
who has not owned a home for
three years.
Perrey and Memphis Mayor
Jim Strickland pushed not only
the HHF-funded assistance but
also the city’s various downpayment assistance programs,
which are for up to $10,000 per

homeowner and also forgivable
over time. Income guidelines
determine eligibility.
“In some instances, homebuyers can layer the two of them
and that gives them even more
leverage going into the deal,”
Perrey said. “It’s still hard to
meet someone who can walk in
and just lay the cash on the table.
I think this makes it an easier
proposition for some first-time
homebuyers.”
Perrey said statewide THDA
is seeing the same “tight inventory” that Memphis area homebuilders and Realtors are seeing
in housing.
“Homebuilding has just not
come back to the pre-crash
levels. And most of the homes
built are frankly not built with
entry-level buyers in mind,”
Perrey said. “Those are things

that localities are going to have
to try to tackle such as making
buildable land available, really
examining the cost associated
with permitting, utility hookups
and all of that. The best thing we
can do is make sure we are always
in the market with a mortgage
product that makes sense for that
first-time homebuyer.”
For most of those homebuyers, Perrey said they may have
budgeted for a down payment,
but not closing costs, or they may
have seen a lower interest rate but
not read the fine print of an ad
offering the interest rate.
“Our typical borrower is not
going to qualify for the rate that is
in the paper,” he said. “That rate
assumes you’ve got 20 percent
down and a credit score well
up in the 700s. That’s not our
customer. Our rate is very competitive for the kind of customer
that we see.”
Perrey said even after the
Treasury funds run out, the
THDA will continue to offer
down-payment assistance
through other programs and
with other terms.

H E A LT H CA R E

MERI Rebrands with Genesis Legacy Donor Program

This marketing image accompanies the Medical Education and Research Institute/
Genesis Legacy of Life brand and its new foundation for willed, whole-body donations. 
(Medical Education and Research Institute and Genesis Legacy of Life)
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

Following years of significant growth
for its whole-body donor program, the
Medical Education and Research Institute
(MERI) and Genesis Legacy of Life are rolling out a comprehensive rebrand of their
services and spaces.
In conjunction with the rebranding,
MERI plans to debut in July its first mobile
lab – an expandable 53-foot trailer that
converts into a 600-square-foot surgical
lab – for use by its sponsors. It is being
outfitted with the new branding now.
MERI’s willed whole-body donor
program, which received 855 donors last

year, will now be known as the Genesis
Legacy Whole Body Donation Foundation.
The rebranding includes a joint logo and
new color scheme on signage, vehicles
and scrubs.
“MERI supports two separate but
equally important endeavors: the medical education research through the MERI
and willed whole-body donation through
the Genesis Legacy Whole Body Donation
Foundation,” said executive director Jason
Owens, who estimates the organization
will receive 900 donors this year.
As a nonprofit educational bioscience
lab and service provider, MERI offers
education and research in all specialties
of medicine, providing students with the
environment necessary for developing,

testing and refining minimally invasive
procedures, the latest medical devices,
and skilled responses to emergency situations.
When MERI was founded in 1994
by Memphis neurosurgeon Dr. Kevin T.
Foley, there was not a plan initially for a
willed whole-body donor program.
“Over the years, it became clear that to
continue to grow and support the MERI’s
mission through our sponsors, we needed
to have our own willed whole-body donor
program, and it eventually became Genesis,” Owens said. “So MERI’s mission
hasn’t changed, but we’ve evolved as an
organization to support that mission.”
The rebranding equally represents
both organizations, Owens said, because
one would not exist without the other.
“Nothing from an operational standpoint will change, from the delivery of
services to our medical education sponsors or for the donors or donor families
from a Genesis standpoint,” Owens said.
Physicians from around the world
come to MERI’s headquarters at 44 S.
Cleveland St. or participate in a lab via
one of MERI’s mobile options to gain
hands-on experience in the latest medical
techniques and technologies.
“Without the Genesis program and
willed whole-body donation in general,
medical education would be affected in
a dramatic way and in a negative way,”
Owens said. “We think and our learners
think that the best teaching model is the
human body.”
Medtronic Inc. has worked with MERI
and the Genesis Legacy program as a
sponsor for more than 20 years.
“Having the MERI here in Memphis allows us great access to the facility, donors

and the material that we need to develop
our procedural solutions, from proof-ofconcept to the development of a solution
to the validation that our product development engineers have to do in order to get
these products approved by the FDA,” said
Chris Bond, Medtronic senior manager of
sales force training.
Equally important is the training
MERI provides for medical professionals like surgeons, physicians, EMTs and
first-responders once new products are
on the market. This can include working with pacemakers and other vascular
products, interventional therapies like
balloon kyphoplasty, as well as oncology,
spine and biologic products.
“Medical professionals are always
learning,” Bond said. “The opportunity
to learn about these new procedural solutions and practice them in a safe environment like MERI is of utmost importance
to them.”
Medtronic-related medical procedures
that have been impacted through work at
MERI include the oblique lumbar interbody fusion procedure, navigated spine
procedures and minimally invasive pedicle
screw procedures and cervical arthroplasty.
As part of the rebrand, a new website is
being created to showcase onsite and offsite bioskills event management services.
With the recent growth of the program,
MERI will hire a new Genesis staff member
in the coming months.
“We consider the gift of one’s self as
the ultimate gift and treat each Genesis
donor as a living patient,” said Brenda
Daugherty, who leads the Genesis program. “We are called to honor the gift of
the donor and their commitment to our
mission.”
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated May 9, 2008, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded May 13, 2008,
Document No. 08003643, and modified on June 8, 2016, Document No.
16003362 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Margaret Bells and Eric
D. Bells, conveying certain property
therein described to Southern Trust
Title Company as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Avelo Mortgage, LLC
dba Senderra Funding, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on May 15, 2018 on
or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin set in
the Southeast corner of the herein
described tract, being North 01
degrees 16 minutes 46 seconds
East 548.77 feet from an iron pin
set in the North line of Mt. Moriah
Church; thence with a new line of
Kilby South 89 degrees 01 minutes
31 seconds West 760.92 feet to
a p.k. set in the centerline of Ina
Road, being the Southwest corner of
the herein described tract; thence
with said road the following calls;
North 13 degrees 30 minutes 35
seconds East 94.70 feet; North 12
degrees 47 minutes 32 seconds
East 161.01
feet; North 11 degrees 32 minutes
29 seconds East 297.95 feet;
North 14 degrees 45 minutes 36
seconds East 46.34 feet to a p.k.
set in the Northwest corner of the
herein described tract; thence with
new lines of Kilby the following
calls: South 78 degrees 21 minutes
07 seconds East 654.94 feet to an
iron pin set in the Northeast corner of the herein described tract;
South 01 degree 16 minutes 46
seconds West 440.76 feet to the
point of beginning and containing
8.33 acres (gross) - .23 acres (row)
8.10 acres (net).
ALSO KNOWN AS: 2600 Ina Road,
Whiteville, TN 38075-7124
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback
lines that may be applicable; any
statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as
well as any priority created by a fixture
filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might
disclose. In addition, the following
parties may claim an interest in the
above-referenced property:
MARGARET BELLS
ERIC D. BELLS
SECRETARY OF HOUSING & URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and

place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 232520
DATED March 13, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 16, 23, 30, 2018 Fnn13721
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 30, 2007,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
13, 2007, Document No. 07007361,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Fayette County, Tennessee, executed
by Andrew F. Jenkins, conveying certain
property therein described to Fidelity
National Title Insurance Company as
Trustee for Pacific Reverse Mortgage,
Inc./DBA Financial Heritage; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by Goldman Sachs
Mortgage Company.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Goldman Sachs
Mortgage Company, will, on April 9,
2018 on or about 9:00 AM, at the
Fayette County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Fayette County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
The following described real estate,
situated and being in County of
Fayette, State of Tennessee: Lot
#26 Morris manor Estates, Second
Section, as recorded in Plat Book
4, Page 24, Register’s Office of
Fayette County, Tennessee to which
reference is hereby made for a more
complete description.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 825 Joann Road,
Somerville, TN 38068
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ANDREW F. JENKINS
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 315329
DATED March 13, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 16, 23, 30, 2018 Fnn13722
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated December 1, 2006, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded December 19, 2006,
Document No. 06011188, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Fayette

County, Tennessee, executed by Frank
Hartmann and Gail Hartman, conveying
certain property therein described to
Robert M. Wilson, Jr as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Countrywide
Home Loans, Inc., its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by M &
T Bank.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by M
& T Bank, will, on April 17, 2018 on
or about 1:00 PM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Fayette County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
The following described real estate
located in, County of Shelby, State
of Tennessee, to wit: Lot no. 2, beginning at an iron stake in the east
margin of Hiawatha Street, this point
of being the southwest corner of lot
no. 1 of bond Subdivision; from said
point of beginning east 101.09 feet
to a stake. The southeast corner of
said lot no. 1; thence south, along
fencerow, 90.0 feet to a stake, the
northeast corner of lot no. 3 of said
Bond Subdivision; thence west 101.0
feet to an iron stake in the east
margin of said Hiawatha Street,
the northwest corner of said lot
no. 3, thence along margin of said
Hiawatha Street, 90.0 feet to the
beginning. Address: 418 S Hiawatha
St.; Somerville, TN 38068 tax map
or parcel ID No. : 090C-00101-000,
Tax map or parcel ID No.: 090C00101-000
ALSO KNOWN AS: 418 South
Hiawatha Street, Somerville, TN
38068
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
FRANK HARTMANN
GAIL HARTMAN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 146529
DATED March 19, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 23, 30, Apr. 6, 2018 Fnn13726
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
April 30, 2018 at 1:00PM local time,
at the south door, Fayette County
Courthouse, 16755 Highway 64,
Somerville, Tennessee pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by Terrance
A. Henson and Jacquelyn Henson, to
Sam P. McClatchy, Jr., Trustee, as
trustee for Trustmark National Bank
on January 29, 2004 at Book D711,
Page 776, Instrument No. 04000990;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the

Fayette County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Trustmark National Bank, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 58, Phase IV, Timberlane
Subdivision, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Book 5, Page 70,
in the Register’s Office of Fayette
County, Tennessee, to which plat
reference is hereby made for a more
particular description of said property.
Being the same property conveyed to
Grantor(s) herein as shown in Warranty Deed of record in Book 432,
Page 568, in said Register’s Office.
Street Address: 50 Walnut Bend Cv,
Arlington, Tennessee 38002
Parcel Number: 039 114.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Terrance A. Henson and Jacquelyn
Henson
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
50 Walnut Bend Cv, Arlington, Tennessee 38002, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Terrance A. Henson
and Jacquelyn Henson, and those
claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the

sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-115114
Mar. 23, 30, Apr. 6, 2018 Fnn13730

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE`S
SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust dated January 9, 2004, executed by Jonathan Plunk and April
Plunk a/k/a April J. Plunk, TBE, to
John Clark, Trustee, for FIRST STATE
BANK, its successors and assigns,
and appearing of record on January
27, 2004, in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee, at Deed
Book T1553 Page 40.
WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of
said Deed of Trust was last transferred
and assigned to TENNESSEE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, the party
entitled to enforce said security interest; and having appointed Clear Recon
LLC, the undersigned, as Substitute
Trustee by instrument filed or being
filed for record in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, with
all of the rights, powers, and privileges
of the original Trustee named in said
Deed of Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as
provided in said Deed of Trust, and that
the undersigned, Clear Recon LLC, as
Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed
agent, by virtue of the power, duty, and
authority vested and imposed upon said
Substitute Trustee will, on March 29,
2018, at 10:00 AM, local time, at the
Madison County Courthouse, located
in Jackson, Tennessee, proceed to sell
at public outcry to the highest and best
bidder for cash or certified funds ONLY,
the following described property situated in Madison County, to wit:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Madison,
State of Tennessee, and is described
as follows:
Beginning at an existing iron pin in
the Northeast margin of Reynolds
Drive, said point being the Southeast
corner of Lot Number 56 in Section
VII of Northside Acres Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 3, at Page 10 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, and runs thence North
38 degrees 57.3 minutes East, with
the East line of Lot Number 56, 217.5
feet to an existing iron pin at the
Northwest (incorrectly recited as
Northeast in subject Deed of Trust
and prior deeds of record) corner of
Lot Number 166; thence South 31
degrees 07.9 minutes East, with
the West line of Lot Number 166,
125 feet to an existing iron pin at
the Northwest corner of Lot Number
167, thence south 49 degrees 51.1
minutes West, with the Northwest
line of Lot Number 167, 172.9 feet to
an existing iron pin in the Northeast
margin of Reynolds Drive; thence in
a Northwesterly direction, with the
Northeast margin of Reynolds Drive
and the curve thereof, a distance of
85 feet to the point of beginning.
Being Lot Number 57 in Section VII
of Northside Acres Subdivision.
Being the same property conveyed
to Jonathan Plunk and wife, April
Plunk by Warranty Deed from Damon
Continued on Page 34
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Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 33
Gorbet dated January 9, 2004 and
recorded on January 9, 2004 in Book
D648, Page 929, Register’s Office,
Madison County, Tennessee.
Parcel ID: 05-043H A 03600 000
Commonly known as 97 Reynolds
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305
The street address and parcel
number(s) of the above described
property are believed to be correct;
however, such references are not a
part of the legal description of the
property sold herein, and, in the event
of any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control
Current Owner(s) of Property:
Jonathan Plunk and April Plunk a/k/a
April J. Plunk
Other Interested Parties:
This sale is subject to tenant(s)/
occupant(s) rights in possession.
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property: Jonathan Plunk and April
Plunk a/k/a April J. Plunk.
If the United States or the State of
Tennessee have any liens or claimed
lien(s) on the Property, and are named
herein as interested parties, timely
notice has been given to the applicable
governmental entity, and the sale will
be subject to any applicable rights
of redemption held by the entity as
required by 26 U.S.C. § 7425 and/or
Tennessee Code § 67-1-1433.
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, homestead,
and dower are expressly waived in said
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed
to be good; however, the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute

Trustee.
The transfer shall be AS IS, WHERE
IS, AND WITH ALL FAULTS, and without
warranties of any kind, express or implied, as to the condition of the Property
and the improvements located thereon,
including merchantability or fitness for
particular purpose. Trustee shall make
no covenant of seisin or warranty of
title, express or implied, and will sell
and convey the subject real property by
Substitute Trustee’s Deed only.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at
the time and place for the sale set
forth above.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS OFFICE IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR AND IS ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Clear Recon LLC
Substitute Trustee
5751 Uptain Road
Suite 514
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37411
Phone: (877) 319-8840
File No: 1292-270A
Mar. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13708
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 13, 2016,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded July 14,
2016, in Book No. T2025, at Page
1336, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Gerald Hurst, Jr. and
Melanie Page Hurst, conveying certain
property therein described to Pentecost
& Glenn PLLC. as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Paramount Residential
Mortgage Group, Inc., its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,

Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee
by Paramount Residential Mortgage
Group, Inc..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Paramount
Residential Mortgage Group, Inc., will,
on May 3, 2018 on or about 10:00 AM,
at the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived in
the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lying and being in the 6th Civil District of Madison County, Tennessee,
and more particularly bounded and
described as follows, to-wit: BEGINNING at an iron pin set in the West
margin of Country Oak Drive, which
point is the Southeast corner of Lot
63 and the Northeast corner of the
herein described tract; thence from
the point of beginning and with West
margin of said drive and following a
curve having a radius of 243.97 feet
for a distance of 100.60 feet to a
point in the West margin of said
drive; thence continuing with the
West margin of said drive, South 03
degrees 15 minutes 44 seconds East
94.01 feet to the Northeast corner
of Lot 65;thence with the North line
of Lot 65, South 86 degrees 44
minutes 16 seconds West 333.56
feet to the Southwest corner of the
herein described tract; thence North
04 degrees 50 minutes 07 seconds
West 124.08 feet to the Southwest
corner of Lot 63; thence with the
South line of Lot 63, the following
calls: North 85 degrees 09 minutes
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53 seconds East 197.25 feet; North
58 degrees 16 minutes 31 seconds
East 126.45 feet to the point of
beginning, containing 1.076 acres.
Being Lot 64, Section III, Turner
Estates Subdivision a plat of which
is recorded in Plat Book 6 at pages
40 and 41 in the Register’s office of
Madison County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 126 Country Oak
Drive, Humboldt, TN 38343
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
GERALD HURST, JR.
MELANIE PAGE HURST
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 328291
DATED March 2, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13714
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated July 9, 2010, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 14, 2010, in Book No.
T1885, at Page 902, in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,

Tennessee, executed by Jack F. Keller,
III, conveying certain property therein
described to Arnold M. Weiss, Esq.
as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on May 17, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin set in the
East margin of Potts Chapel Road,
which point is the Southwest corner
of the herein described tract, at the
Northwest corner of Larry Stewart
(Deed Book 501, Page 39); thence
from the point of beginning with the
East margin of Potts Chapel Road,
North 11 degrees 11 minutes 15
seconds East 50.00 feet to the
Western most Northwest corner of
the herein described tract; thence
on new lines through Keller, the
following calls: South 84 degrees
52 minutes 45 seconds East
625.79 feet; North 11 degrees 11
minutes 15 seconds East 301.30
feet to the South line of William
Nichols as recorded in Deed Book
503, Page 786, Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee; thence
with the South line of Nichols, South
84 degrees 56 minutes 18 seconds
East 642.22 feet to an iron pin set
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public notices
at the Northeast corner of the herein
described tract; thence South 04
degrees 55 minutes 34 seconds
West 350.00 feet to an iron pin set
at the Northeast corner of Stewart;
thence with the North line of Stewart, North 84 degrees 52 minutes
45 seconds West
1933.56 feet to the point of beginning, containing 6.74 acres.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 496 Potts Chapel
Road, Jackson, TN 38305-9374
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JACK F. KELLER, III
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 247887
DATED March 12, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 16, 23, 30, 2018 Fnn13720
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 25, 2009,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
27, 2009, in Book No. T1854, at
Page 518, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by William K. Diffee and Jennifer L. Hutcherson, conveying certain
property therein described to Matt
B. Murfree as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Guaranty Trust
Company, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
April 5, 2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at
the Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at a point on the South
margin of Gobelet Road (30 feet at
right angles from centerline) at the
Northeast corner of Lot No. 6, Gobelet
Acres, as recorded in Plat Book No.
6, Page No. 90, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee; thence with the South margin
of Gobelet Road, North 71 degrees
16 minutes 29 seconds East a
distance of 100 feet to a point at
the Northwest corner of Lot No. 8;
thence with the West line of Lot No.
8, South 18 degrees 43 minutes 31
seconds East a distance of 435.60
feet to a point; thence South 71 degrees 16 minutes 29 seconds West
a distance of 100 feet to a point at
the Southeast corner of Lot No. 6;
thence with the East line of Lot No.

6, North 18 degrees 43 minutes 31
seconds West a distance of 435.60
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot No. 7, Gobelet Acres, platted as
aforesaid. This conveyance is subject to all restrictions, easements,
setback lines, and encumbrances
of record in the register’s office for
the aforesaid County.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 610 Gobelet Road,
Medon, TN 38356
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
WILLIAM K. DIFFEE
JENNIFER L. HUTCHERSON
CAVALRY SPV I, LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 311053
DATED March 14, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 16, 23, 30, 2018 Fnn13724
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
April 19, 2018 at 10:00AM local time,
at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Ignacio M. Arias,
to Holmes, Rich & Sigler, Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
American Brokers Conduit on August
28, 2006 at Book T1770, Page 1828;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for Credit Suisse First Boston
Mortgage Securities Corp., CSAB
Mortgage-Backed Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-4, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEING Lots 193 and 194 of Northfield
Estates, Section XV, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 4, page
8, in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed
to grantor herein by deed recorded
in Deed Book 683, page 273 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 45 Rossfield Cv,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 055L C 021.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Ignacio
M. Arias
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
45 Rossfield Cv, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or fed-

eral; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Ignacio M. Arias,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-115084
Mar. 23, 30, Apr. 6, 2018 Fnn13725
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated December 9, 2002, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded December 17,
2002, in Book No. T1433, at Page 575,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Camille Day Jacox, conveying certain
property therein described to Pettigrew
& Camp as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for First Magnus Financial
Corporation, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,

P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on April 19, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEING Lot 52 in Section IV-V of
Forest Hills Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
2, Page 214, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, reference to which plat is hereby made
for a more particular description
of said lot showing its location
and the length and direction of its
boundary lines.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 13 Wildleaf Cove,
Jackson, TN 38301-4641
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CAMILLE DAY JACOX
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 328777
DATED March 19, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 23, 30, Apr. 6, 2018 Fnn13727
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 30, 2004, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded August 2,
2004, in Book No. T1602, at Page 120,
and modified on February 21, 2014,
In Book No. T1972, At Page 832 in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Cynthia J. Tims, conveying certain
property therein described to Andrew
Valentine, Esq as Trustee for American
Home Mortgage; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
MidFirst Bank.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by MidFirst Bank,
will, on April 19, 2018 on or about
10:00 AM, at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lying and being in Madison County,
Tennessee and more particularly
described as follows: Lot No. 119,

Section IX, Lake DeForest Estates,
a plat of which appears of record in
Plat Book 4 page 123, Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee, reference to which plat is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot showing
its location and the length and
direction of its boundaries.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 17 Bermuda Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305-9500
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CYNTHIA J. TIMS
TENNESSEE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY B&H INVESTMENTS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 328922
DATED March 22, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 23, 30, Apr. 6, 2018 Fnn13732

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on April
4, 2018 at 2:00PM local time, at the
north door, Tipton County Courthouse,
100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust executed
by Dennis R. Money and Monica M.
Money, to Monte Connell, Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
American Mortgage Services, Inc. on
June 30, 2008 at Record Book 1401,
Page 684; and modified by agreement
recorded November 25, 2015 at Record
Book 1671, Page 339; conducted by
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Tipton
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Land situated in Tipton County, Tennessee:
Beginning at a new P.K. nail in the
center of Crigger Road, said nail being
southerly 838.88 feet from the intersection of the center of Crigger Road
with the center of Ray Bluff Road, said
beginning nail being in the east line
of the original Ira. T. Taylor 7.60 acre
tract, of which this survey is a part;
runs thence from the beginning nail
with the center of the road, South 2
degrees 51 minutes 33 seconds East
135.40 feet to a nail in sid road, the
present southeast corner of Ira T.
Taylor, also being the northeast corner of Bessie Akins 2-1/2 acre tract,
(Deed Book 443, page 320), said nail
being northerly 130.00 feet from the
original southeast corner of said 7.60
acre Taylor tract; thence leaving the
road, North 86 degrees 38 minutes
48 seconds West 201.00 feet to a
point in the north line of Bessie Akins;
Continued on Page 36
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 35
thence north 86 degrees 46 minutes
West 637.47 feet to a stake at the
northeast corner of Bessie Taylor
and the present southwest corner
of the Ira T. Taylor and in the east
line of Sallie Sneed (Deed Book 240,
Page 169); thence with the east line
of Sneed and the west line of Sallie
Sneed (Deed Book 240, Page 169);
thence with the east line of Sneed
and the west line of Taylor, North
3 degrees 21 minutes 12 seconds
East 136.36 feet to a stake; thence
leaving their lines, South 86 degrees
41 minutes 16 seconds East 837.60
feet to the beginning.
TOGETHER WITH A 74x28 1998 Southern Homes Manufactured Home, Serial Number DSDAL24144A&B, Model
#SL 6048-72-A, HUD Cert. Label Numbers NTA783960 and NTA783961.
Street Address: 181 Crigger Rd, Millington, Tennessee 38053
Parcel Number: 124 009.40
Current Owner(s) of Property: Dennis
R. Money and Monica M. Money
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
181 Crigger Rd, Millington, Tennessee
38053, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
Capital One Bank, N.A., c/o John E.
Buffaloe, Attorney; Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Dennis R. Money and
Monica M. Money, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender

and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 15-100687
Mar. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13715
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated February 28, 2002,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March 5,
2002, in Book No. 990, at Page 10,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Jason E. Reid, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold M.
Weiss as Trustee for Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage, Inc; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on April 4, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lying and being in the Seventh Civil
District of Tipton County, Tennessee,
and thus described: BEING Lot #34
of Fite Farm Subdivision, Section
C, as recorded at Plat Cabinet F,
Slide 134, of the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which
reference is hereby made for a more
particular description of said lot.
This conveyance is made subject to
the building lines and easements of
record at Plat Cabinet F, Slide 134,
and electrical easement of record
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at Book 908, Page 161, In the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 474 Fite Road,
Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JASON E. REID
HEIR(S) OF JASON E. REID ESTATE OF
JASON E. REID
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 328403
DATED March 6, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13716
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated February 1, 2010,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded February 9, 2010, in Book No. 1466, at
Page 783, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Tony O. Klophaus and Michelle R. Klophaus, conveying certain
property therein described to Sherrell
Armstrong as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for First Citizens National
Bank, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
April 25, 2018 on or about 9:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 40 Rolling Oaks Subdivision,
as shown on plat of record in Plat
Book 2, Pages 85 & 86 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property. Subject
to subdivision restrictions, building
lines and easements of record in
Plat Book 2, Pages 85 & 86 all in
said Register’s Office.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 139 Robin Street,
Munford, TN 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim

an interest in the above- referenced
property:
TONY O. KLOPHAUS
MICHELLE R. KLOPHAUS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 328478
DATED March 6, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13717
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 23, 2014, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded April 24, 2014,
in Book No. 1621, at Page 495, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Michael Hardy, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles
M Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Patriot Bank, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on April 4, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 35, Section “C” McQuiston
Estates as recorded in Plat Cabinet
“B”, Slides 169 and 170A in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
TN and being more particularly
described as follows: Beginning at
a point in the west line of Jessie Avenue, 195.83 feet north of the north
line of Brighton-Clopton Road in the
line dividing Lot 8 and Lot 35; thence
north 40 degrees. 25 minutes, 16
seconds west a distance of 258.20
feet to a point in the southwest
corner of Lot 34; thence south 84
degrees, 43 minutes, 44 seconds
east a distance of 222.57 feet to
a point in the west line of Jessie
Avenue; thence south 3 degrees,
52 minutes, 55 seconds west a
distance of 27.30 feet to a point at
the end of a curve thence around
a curve right having 295.39 feet
radius a distance of 159.76 feet
to the point of beginning. Subject
to subdivision restrictions, building
lines and easements at Plat Cabinet B, Slides 169 and 170A in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 280 Jessie Avenue, Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:

MICHAEL HARDY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 326428
DATED March 7, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13718
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 10, 2015,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded April 13,
2015, in Book No. 1651, at Page 554,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Chiquita T. White, conveying certain
property therein described to Danny
Goulder, Attorney At Law as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Moria
Development Inc, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on May 15, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 13, Owen Subdivision, Section
C, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Cabinet F, Slide 179B, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot. This conveyance is subject to building lines and
easements in Plat Cabinet F, Slide
179B, in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 199 Brook Hollow
Drive, Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
CHIQUITA T. WHITE
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 328780
DATED March 20, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Mar23, 30, Apr. 6, 2018 Fnn13731
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The Overton Park Conservancy will host a Park Fun Day and Science Fair
Sunday, March 25, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Overton Park’s East Parkway Pavilion. Events include a science fair with research partners from
the University of Memphis, Rhodes College and Christian Brothers
University; an 11:30 a.m. mini-BioBlitz, a tour of the Old Forest with conservancy staff to record as many species as possible; the finals of the
International Society of Arboriculture Southern Chapter's tree-climbing
contest; and games and food trucks. Cost is free. Visit overtonpark.org.
The Five Fridays of Free Jazz concert
series hosts Hope Clayburn’s Soul
Scrimmage featuring Joyce Cobb Friday,
March 23, at 6:30 p.m. at the Benjamin L.
Hooks Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave.
The concert series, presented by Memphis
Public Libraries, the Levitt Shell and the
Memphis Library Foundation, continues
every other Friday through May 4. Cost is
free; food and drink available for purchase.
Visit levittshell.org/5fridaysofjazz for
details.
FedEx Express will host a job fair Saturday, March. 24, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Memphis World Hub, 2874 Business Park
Drive, building D. FedEx is filling permanent
part-time positions starting at $13 an hour
plus benefits, with a guaranteed minimum
of 17.5 hours per week. Applicants must be
18 or older, be able to lift 75 pounds and
bring two forms of valid ID. There are no
minimum education requirements, but applicants must pass a criminal background
check and drug screening.
The Arc Mid-South and the Memphis Rollin’ Grizzlies host the annual “Hoops from
the Heart” Wheelchair Basketball Tournament Saturday, March 24, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Raymond Skinner Center,
712 Tanglewood St. The Rollin’ Grizzlies, a
nationally ranked wheelchair-basketball
team, will play local corporate teams. Admission is $5; all proceeds benefit The Arc
Mid-South. Visit thearcmidsouth.org.
Heels 4 Healing, a 5K walk/run benefiting St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
is Saturday, March 24, at 9 a.m. at Shelby
Farms Park, 6903 Great View Drive N. A
celebration with live music, food trucks and
activities will follow the race. Registration
includes a T-shirt; race proceeds go to St.
Jude. Visit facebook.com/5kHeels4Healing
for details.
The inaugural Memphis Parent Camp
Expo takes place Saturday, March 24,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Memphis Botanic
Garden, 750 Cherry Road. Organizers of
more than 40 summer camps, day camps,
extracurricular camps and others will be
on hand to share information with parents.
The day will also include complimentary
admission to MBG and My Big Backyard, on-site food trucks, and activities
for parents and kids. Cost is free. Visit
memphisparentcampexpo.com.
Ballet Memphis will host Peter Pan Family
Day Saturday, March 24, from 1 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. in its FLY Studio, 2144 Madison
Ave. An art-filled, story-filled, dance-filled
day complete with flying professional
dancers awaits kids and kids at heart.
Cost is free. No advance registration
required; come and go as desired. Visit
balletmemphis.org.
Tops Gallery will hold an opening reception for John Shorb’s “The Daily
Avalanche” exhibit Saturday, March 24,
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 400 S. Front St.
Visit topsgallery.com.
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Calliope Gallery will hold an opening reception for Fred Burton’s “Hungry Eyes” art
exhibit Saturday, March 24, from 5:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. at 456 Tennessee St. Burton’s
works will be on display through May 31.
Visit fredburtonpaintings.org.
Homeless Organizing for Power and
Equality (HOPE) will host the “Art is
Love” art fundraiser Saturday, March
24, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Evergreen
Presbyterian Church, 1567 Overton Park
Ave. The artists include formerly or currently homeless individuals as well as local
talent; proceeds benefit HOPE. Admission is a suggested donation of $5. For
information, contact Tamara Hendrix at
tamara@midsouthpeace.org or 901-2545964.
Bluegrass mandolin player Sam Bush will
perform as part of the Orpheum Theatre’s
2017-18 On Stage at the Halloran series
Saturday, March 24, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Halloran, 225 S. Main St. Tickets are $35.
Visit orpheum-memphis.com.
Fiddler Eileen Ivers, the original musical
star of “Riverdance,” performs Saturday, March 24, at 8 p.m. at Germantown
Performing Arts Center, 1801 Exeter Road.
Ivers is a nine-time All-Ireland Fiddle
Champion and Grammy Award winner.
Tickets start at $30. Visit gpacweb.com.
Spanish dance company Flamenco Vivo
Carlota Santana will perform Sunday,
March 25, at 7 p.m. at Buckman Arts
Center at St. Mary’s School, 60 Perkins
Road Extended. The company’s newest
production, “Voces del Sur,” is a glimpse
into the mysterious land of Andalucia in
the southern region of Spain. Tickets are
$30 for adults and $25 for students. Visit
buckmanartscenter.com.
Remington College will hold its 3 Lives
blood drive for Lifeblood on Monday,
March 26, from 8 a.m. to noon at its Memphis campus, 2710 Nonconnah Blvd. The
drive is part of a national effort highlighting
the need for minority blood donors to help
patients with sickle cell and other blood
disorders. Visit 3lives.com.
The Voices of the South Writing Cabaret will meet Monday, March 26, from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. at TheatreSouth, 1000 S.
Cooper St. (in the First Congregational
Church basement). At the start of the evening, participants receive a writing prompt
and write for an hour, then everyone is
given the opportunity to share what they
have written. Cost is free; one drink minimum. Visit voicesofthesouth.org.
The Stax Museum will screen “I Am a
Man” as part of its Soul Cinema series
Monday, March 26, at 7:30 p.m. (doors at 7
p.m.) at 926 E. McLemore Ave. The Emmywinning Memphis-made documentary
short highlights the 1968 sanitation workers’ strike and the Memphians whose courage and determination changed history.
Admission is free. Visit staxmuseum.com.

The Weekly Crossword
ACROSS
1 Give a hand?
5 Soccer's Solo
9 Vane direction
13 Kind of cavity
15 Heavenly glow
16 Plumlike fruit
17 Speak one's
mind
18 Hoarder's pride
20 Some business
write-offs
22 After this
23 Scrabble
10-pointer
24 Lecherous look
26 Cotton machine
27 Like a romantic
evening, maybe
30 Lights-out tune
33 Wrangler's rope
36 ____ and clear
38 Conk
39 December voter
41 Kind of park
43 Part of NIMBY
44 Cooking fat
46 Degrees in a
right angle
47 Letter opener
49 Sully
51 Fall behind
53 Part of some
hammers
54 Ancient greeting
57 Small upright
piano
60 Adherence to
the law
63 Rented property
65 Naples staple
66 Voice below
soprano
67 Bronson flick,
"The ____ That
Men Do"
68 Knock follower
69 Abound
70 Make simpler
71 Puckerproducing
DOWN
1 Social climber
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2 Capital of Bolivia 37 Oration station
56 Perfumer's
3 Stage whisper
40 Cut the crop
compound
4 Widespread, as
42 Asthma reliever
57 Trellis piece
a disease
45 Garden
58 Soccer legend
5 Shake a leg
structure
59 Prayer pronoun
6 Beat in the
48 1996 Mel Gibson 61 Donkey Kong,
marketplace
film
for one
7 Major-leaguer
50 Tailor's tool
62 Selling place
8 Inventory unit
52 Ten C-notes
64 Female
9 Vivaciousness
55 Western scene
gametes
10 Able to be
transferred
11 "Star Wars"
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
captain
A
P
P E A S E
S O P H I S T
12 Summer job
F
A
R
A
W
A
Y
C
R O O N E R
seeker, often
A G I T A T E
R I P O S T E
14 Wranglers
R E V E R E
F E E
F E T A
alternative
I R E
T R E N D
T O T
19 Frat party item
R E L Y
R E E N T E R
21 Obscure
A V E
M A S S
P O L K A
25 Urban unrest
S I G N O F T H E Z O D I A C
28 Mare's meal
P L E A D
E M I T
G Y M
29 Kind of point
P A R S N I P
S H O E
31 Week
Whitman,of
for3/26/18
one
- 4/1/18
L E P E R
P E T
A S P
32 Light on one's
T H U G
C A R
P R E S T O
feet
H E A T H E N
T I T U L A R
33 Advance
A N T H I L L
34 Cream ingredient A R T L E S S
S T E E P L Y
R E S P I T E
35 Strike back

SUDOKU

Edited by Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Medium
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HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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Opioids Pose New
Danger, Require New
Strategy to Combat

the memphis news almanac

March 23-29, 2018
This week in Memphis history:

S

o you’ve seen drug problems
come and go – numerous declarations of war on pot, crack,
meth and other street drugs
sold illegally.
The concept of people dying from
legally prescribed drugs isn’t new either.
But powerful, synthetic opioids, which
can cause rapid addiction even when
taken properly, are a new public health
crisis.
In a very short period, they have generated thousands of personal tragedies
and thousands more close calls.
And while opioids are in the brightest
limelight when celebrities such as Prince
and Tom Petty die from an overdose, the
reality is most of the people affected by
opioid abuse are just like you. Just like all
of us. They’re mothers and fathers and
daughters and sons. They come from all
walks of life, all income levels, all ages and
all professions.
Chances are good you know someone
who has been affected. And you know the
answer isn’t as simple as past sloganeering efforts to “Just Say No.”
We need treatment programs that
deliver on the promise of recovery, and
we need accountability from big pharma
as well as doctors who unnecessarily prescribe opioids.
The relationship between pharmaceutical companies and doctors in this
case has encircled the patient in a kind
of aggressive neglect that is anything but
benign.
The dust-up between Shelby County
Mayor Mark Luttrell and the County
Commission over opioid litigation does

a disservice to those affected by the escalating crisis – addicts as well as the first
responders who work to keep them alive.
There will be a day of reckoning in
court on this issue, and it likely will result
in a settlement that could help state and
local government recover some of the
expense of quickly ramping up the frontline response to this epidemic.
While racing to the courtroom may
help pay some bills down the line, it
won’t solve the urgent, immediate need to
fight opioid addiction. Nothing that goes
through the court system ever happens
that quickly.
Instead, the real urgency should be
for state legislatures to do what doctors
and pharmaceutical companies won’t: set
limits on prescriptions and amounts that
recognize the real power and addictive
nature of these drugs.
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam has included such prescription limits in his recommendations to the Legislature on the
opioid problem. He and Shelby County
Mayor Mark Luttrell have also recognized
the need for public awareness campaigns
that are more complex than past efforts
to simply avoid illegal drugs that are only
sold on the street.
The efforts by the Shelby County
Health Department on this front recognize this is a problem for people who
went to a doctor for treatment and got a
prescription they took as directed.
Opioids have legitimate uses in reducing substantial pain. But their usage
comes with a danger that, when unrecognized, can make the cure worse than the
condition it’s meant to treat.

Change, For Real

DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

REAL NEED. REAL EFFORT.
“A billion here, a billion there, and pretty soon you’re talking about real money.”
The late, great Illinois Sen. Everett Dirksen – father-in-law to the late, great Tennessee Sen. Howard Baker – purportedly
said that regarding government spending
in a “Tonight Show” appearance in the ’60s.
In the coming years, St. Jude is planning
to spend some $9 billion expanding facilities and research fighting childhood disease

in the Pinch. FedEx just announced their
plans to spend more than a billion expanding the Memphis Hub. The Grizzlies in their
worst season have been recently valued at
a billion, and billions in development are
being seeded in long-dormant gardens.
Pretty soon, we’ll be talking about real
progress.
I thought about that and the Dirksen
quote, about where we spend money
and place our hope, as I walked through
a bright and sunny promise being made
to tomorrow in the midst of some of our
deepest poverty and darkest prospects. I
saw the possibilities in the colorful walls
and ceilings and floors, the creative play
and learning spaces inside and out, the
openness in the sight lines, in approach,
and in the whole experience of exploration
and discovery.
I was in Porter-Leath’s Early Childhood

2010: Groundbreaking for the Salvation Army Kroc Center at the Mid-South
Fairgrounds after a five-year effort that included the local Salvation Army
chapter raising $25 million to trigger $60 million in matching funds from the
estate of Joan Kroc. Meanwhile, the Memphis City Council approves a Fairgrounds plan that calls for the demolition of seven structures by the end of
September to create a new “great lawn” by Memphis Mayor A C Wharton’s
description. The “great lawn” will later be named Tiger Lane. The two buildings
remaining on the Fairgrounds site other than the Liberty Bowl and the MidSouth Coliseum are the Creative Arts Building and the Pipkin Building.

2008: Memphis Mayor Willie Herenton takes back his letter of resignation
after an Easter weekend in which he learns his plan to resign or retire at the
end of July will result in a special election. Herenton’s original plan was that city
chief administrative officer Keith McGee would serve to the end of 2011 after
city council chairman Scott McCormick serves for 20 days as interim mayor.
That proves not to be the case, and Herenton denies he ever resigned or
retired. “The citizens of Memphis elected me a few months ago as mayor. I’m
not looking for a job. I do not need a job,” he says. “It has been so obvious to me
that so many people in the Memphis community lack the ability to read and
interpret. I don’t know what it speaks to – the level of literacy? I did not send a
letter of resignation or retirement.” Herenton ultimately resigns at the end of
July 2009, triggering a special election the following October.
1978: Libertyland opens for its second season at the Fairgrounds with an
enlarged Tom Sawyer’s Island that has three miniature rides, including bumper
cars and 3-foot-high merry-go-round horses. The live performances include
a magic show around Bell Tavern Theater, and the new costumed characters
are Col. Beauregard T. Bear and a blue elephant called Chuckles. Admission is
$5.50 per person and $20 for season tickets.

1958: The City Commission gets a total of tax assessments on all properties
of the city – $984.1 million. The commission approves a contract to prepare
structural plans for an underpass at North Parkway and Watkins just north of
Sears Crosstown.

Academy, where 224 kids to age 5 are getting a real Head Start, where 750 teachers
a year learn in the Teacher Excellence
Program, where – like Porter-Leath does
all over town for about 6,000 children –
tomorrow is released from the bondage
of ignorance and hopelessness, where
children are given a chance from the jump.
I and so many others have written about
the importance of preschool education,
we’ve all talked about it, every government
entity has debated it, every expert has
opined, and children and tomorrow wait.
Meanwhile, Porter-Leath is doing it.
In their mission, “Empowering children
and families to achieve a healthy, optimal
and independent lifestyle.” In their vision,
“To be the early intervention leader in our
community by helping Memphis to help
children and families.” In their values, “We
believe in early intervention, safest environment, teamwork, integrity, professional
development and doing what we say.”
I’ll say.
In a county where 47 percent of children under 5 are in poverty, there’s a lot
to be said for that mission, that vision and

those values.
A decade ago, I did some work for Books
From Birth, the Shelby County affiliate of
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, the
statewide effort to bring age-appropriate
books free to all children from birth to age
5 in all of Tennessee’s 95 counties, including a couple of grandkids named Conaway.
Last year, that program became part of
Porter-Leath, too, and today Books From
Birth is the largest of 1,700 programs affiliated with the Imagination Library, providing books to 46,000 kids in Shelby County,
turning pages and opening minds.
That’s well more than half a million
books.
A half-million books here, a half-million
there, and pretty soon you’re talking about
real change.
I’m a Memphian, and we raise nothing if we don’t raise our children first, all
of them.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.
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Health care is complex and changes often, driven
by the needs of employees and what employers
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