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Med-Tech Company Hooks
Up With FedEx Institute
The University of Memphis has signed
a memorandum of understanding that will
help bring the U.S. operations of Waterloo,
Canada-based medical technology company DayaMed to Memphis.
The company, a leading provider of
mobile medical devices and patient-centric
data analytics, will located in the university
area and plans to work with the FedEx Institute of Technology’s Biologistics Research
Cluster.
The partnership will allow DayaMed,
among other things, to engage university
faculty and graduate students in research
collaboration, innovation design, market
expansion and partner development activities.
DayaMed executive director of regional
development Troy Parkes said the company is trying to work out a deal to lease
a building on Highland Avenue that once
housed a Memphis Public Library branch
and expects that to be wrapped up in a few
months.
– Andy Meek

Wolfchase Retail Building
Sells for $2.3 Million
A 17,000-square-foot retail building
near Wolfchase Galleria has sold for $2.3
million.
NAI Saig Co. executive vice president
Brian Califf and vice president Bryan Evans

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

represented the seller, Stone Gallery LLC,
in the transaction.
New owners CRD Properties LLC said
they plan to renovate and reuse the vacant
building located at 8076 Giacosa Ave.
Stone Gallery Inc., the building’s previous occupants, signed a three-year lease for
15,000 square feet at 3345 One Place, near
Memphis International Airport, effective
Dec. 1, 2017.
Califf represented both the tenant and
the landlord, Plaza Partners, in that deal.
Stone Gallery specializes in the remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms, cabinets and
granite appliances.
– Patrick Lantrip

Homayoun to Speak About
Balance in a Digital World
Ana Homayoun, author of the book
“Social Media Wellness: Helping Tweens
and Teens Thrive in an Unbalanced Digital
World,” will speak at 7 p.m. on Feb. 27 at
Hutchison School.
A nationally acclaimed speaker and
author, Homayoun will discuss modern
parenting dilemmas in the age of the
smartphone.
The event will be in the school’s Wiener
Theater, 1740 Ridgeway Road, and is free
and open to the public.
Homayoun will address the challenges
of living and parenting in an always-on
digital world. Her book explores how using
digital devices affects all aspects of our lives

and personal wellness, including students’
academic abilities and social well-being,
as well as emotional and physical health.
Her work is grounded in research and
based on more than 15 years of working
with students of all ages.
– Don Wade

Union University, ASU
Make Most-Affordable Lists
Union University in Jackson, Tennessee, came in at No. 20 on the 2018 list of
the Most Affordable Online Colleges for
doctorate degrees.
The Most Affordable Online Colleges
lists are compiled annually by SR Education
Group, an education research publisher
founded in 2004 that has been compiling
the lists since 2013. It aims to help students
choose the best school for their career
aspirations and budget, making objective
information accessible about education,
careers and college financing.
SR Education Group manually researched more than 1,000 colleges to create
separate lists that highlight the 25 most
cost-effective online colleges by degree
level, and one overall most affordable list.
To be eligible for the overall list, which
takes into account both undergraduate
and graduate tuition rates, colleges have to
offer at least five online bachelor's and five
online master's degrees. Middle Georgia
State University, the No. 1 most affordable
school, offers 19 online degrees starting at

an undergraduate tuition rate of $5,070 and
a graduate tuition rate of $3,825.
Arkansas State University in Jonesboro
ranks No. 6 on the overall list with undergraduate tuition of $7,080 and graduate
tuition of $4,410. The University of Arkansas came in at No. 10 ($8,283 and $4,791).
Overall, 104 different schools are represented in the five lists, which include the
top 25 colleges at the associate, bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral levels, as well as the
top 25 overall. For degree level lists, colleges
were required to offer at least 10 fully online
degrees at that level, with the exception of
the doctoral list, for which the criteria was
three fully online degrees.
Only four schools made it on three
separate lists: Arkansas State University,
Fort Hays State University, Missouri State
University and Southeast Missouri State
University.
All tuition rates represent out-of-state
rates.
– Daily News staff

Luttrell Endorses Lenoir
For Shelby County Mayor
Outgoing Shelby County Mayor Mark
Luttrell has endorsed David Lenoir for
county mayor.
Lenoir, who is currently county trustee,
is running in the May 1 Republican primary
for mayor in a field that includes County
Commissioner Terry Roland and Juvenile
Court Clerk Joy Touliatos.
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“He understands that true leaders must
be willing to roll up their sleeves to address
the underlying causes of the challenges we
face like blight, crime, economic growth
and access to a solid education,” Luttrell
said in a statement Thursday, Feb. 8.
The winner of the Republican primary
will face the winner of the Democratic
primary between state Sen. Lee Harris
and former County Commissioner Sidney
Chism on the August county general election ballot.

the answer because it would wrongly shift
the burden of proof from the state to the
defendant, the order adds.
"Under the scenario suggested by the
State, the defendant is forced to obtain an
independent test, to pay for an attorney
to defend him, and to hire an expensive
expert to challenge the ... result in order to
do what an unbiased TBI forensic scientist
should have done from the beginning," the
order states.
– The Associated Press

– Bill Dries

Appeals Court: Tennessee's
DUI Fee Unconstitutional
An appeals court has ruled that it is
unconstitutional for state law to require
that every person convicted of DUI through
a blood or breath test pay a fee that the
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is dependent upon to fund testing operations.
The ruling Tuesday, Feb. 6, by the Court
of Criminal Appeals in Knoxville says the
$250 fee violates due process and calls
into question the trustworthiness of test
results obtained by the bureau's forensic
scientists. State law requires the money to
go to the bureau's intoxicant testing fund.
The case was joined by more than 20
defendants who were charged with DUIs
after they provided blood or breath samples, and each would have been subject to
paying the $250 fee if convicted.
The appellate court wrote that the lower
court in the main defendant's case was
wrong in not dismissing the test results as
evidence.
The decision said the fee system creates
a monetary incentive for forensic scientists
through continued employment, salaries,
equipment and training.
"While we acknowledge that TBI forensic scientists could lose their jobs if they
falsify test results and these falsifications
are discovered, we also recognize that
forensic scientists would most certainly
lose their jobs if funding for their positions
disappears, a result of which these forensic
scientists are no doubt well aware," the
opinion states.
It's unclear if prosecutors will appeal to
the state Supreme Court.
According to the appeals court's decision, the defense had said it wasn't arguing that the bureau actually falsified test
results, but was contending that the fee
violated due-process rights because it
"created the appearance of impropriety
and the potential for abuse based upon
financial interest."
After state lawmakers first instituted
a $100 fee in 2005, they passed a bureaubacked proposal in 2010 to raise the fee to
$250. The fees now bring in more than $3
million annually.
According to the ruling, TBI Director
Mark Gwyn told the state Senate Judiciary
Committee in 2014 that without increasing
the fees in 2010, the bureau would have had
to eliminate several forensic scientist positions. Gwyn also has said the fee helps the
bureau avoid charging local law enforcement agencies for the testing, which they
can't afford.
The order says that neither instruction
to a jury nor vigorous cross-examination
of the bureau's forensic scientists in court
would correct that the fee system violates
due process. Independent testing also isn't

MATA Ending Bus Service
To West Memphis
The Memphis Area Transit Authority is
ending service to West Memphis, Arkansas,
on March 31, citing a lack of funding.
MATA and the city of West Memphis
announced Tuesday, Feb. 6, it would
end the 77-West Memphis and 98-West
Memphis Express routes, along with West
Memphis MATAplus service.
The routes were most recently funded
by Job Access Reverse Commute grants,
but the last time JARC funds were apportioned for West Memphis was in 2012. After
that, the city received small allotments of
unobligated JARC funding left over from
previous years. The city of West Memphis
was able to stretch the money out for an
additional five years of service, thanks
to partnerships formed with MATA, the
Arkansas Department of Transportation,
and the West Memphis Advertising and
Promotions Committee.
However, the lack of funding caused a
reduction in service, which in turn resulted
in a decline in the ridership from a high of
280,386 passengers in 2009 to 76,000 customers in 2017.
When the JARC funds completely
ran out in August, some routes had to be
modified, which caused ridership to drop
even further.
Paul Luker, director of planning and
development for the city of West Memphis,
said the MATA service gave some of West
Memphis’ most vulnerable populations
much-needed access to school, work, grocery stores and banks.
“Unfortunately, funding for transportation has decreased, which has left us
in a powerless situation.” Luker said in a
statement.
– Patrick Lantrip

SCO Reports 100 Percent
Optometry Board Passage
Every student in the Southern College
of Optometry’s most recent graduating
class passed the National Board optometry
exam, making the Memphis college the
only one in the nation with 100 percent
passage rate.
This year marks the first time the Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry has published the pass rates on
the national board exams.
There are 21 accredited colleges of optometry across the nation, with Southern
College of Optometry being the only one in
the state of Tennessee. Among all schools,
the average board passage rate was 90.9
percent. The median, with a low rate of
68.42 percent, is 94.59 percent..
“Our board passage rates have always
been a point of pride for SCO, but seeing
our performance stack up among our peers

is truly an indication that what we’re doing
works,” SCO president Dr. Lewis Reich said
in a statement. “We consistently bring in
the best and brightest students – ranking
among the top in entrance exam scores and
undergraduate GPA among all optometry
schools, and they continue that impressive
performance into their careers.”
Since 2011, SCO has annually provided
more than $1 million in uncompensated
optometric care to those who need it most.
In 2016, the figure was more than $1.8 million across its four clinics and its mobile
vision care unit, MobilEYES. SCO optometrists and optometrists-in-training treat
nearly 60,000 patients each year through
its clinical programs.
SCO consistently ranks near the top
among its peers in entrance exam scores,
board passage rates and student loan repayment, according to the college.
– Daily News staff

First Tennessee Bank Wins
23 Greenwich Awards
First Tennessee Bank has won 23
awards for outstanding service for business
banking from Greenwich Associates as part
of the group’s 2017 Greenwich Excellence
Awards.
In evaluating more than 600 banks,
Greenwich Associates identified a select
group of banks that performed at differentiated levels compared to peer institutions
at the national and regional levels. First
Tennessee won 19 national awards and
four regional awards.

“We appreciate our business customers
and we are honored by the outstanding
level of approval they have shown for our
capability and service,” said David Popwell,
president of banking for First Tennessee’s
parent company, First Horizon National
Corp.
In the Middle Market Banking category,
First Tennessee received eight national
awards, for Overall Satisfaction and Likelihood to Recommend.
In Cash Management, First Tennessee
won awards for Overall Satisfaction, Accuracy of Operations, Customer Service, Ease
of Product Implementation, Online Banking Functionality and Product Capabilities
In the Small Business Banking category, First Tennessee received 11 national
awards in the categories of Overall Satisfaction, Proactively Provides Advice, Branch
Satisfaction, Industry Expertise, Likelihood
to Recommend and Overall Satisfaction
with Relationship Manager.
In Cash Management, the awards were
Overall Satisfaction, Accuracy of Operations, Customer Service, Ease of Product
Implementation and Product Capabilities.
First Tennessee also received four Regional (South) awards: Overall Satisfaction,
Proactively Provides Advice, Likelihood to
Recommend, and Overall Satisfaction in
Cash Management.
– Andy Meek

Tobacco Corner
Closing Last Location
The Tobacco Corner Ltd., which has
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Getting Road Ready

Volunteers help unpack and assemble 600 bicycles at the nonprofit Explore Bike Share’s temporary storage warehouse at
61 Keel Ave. on Tuesday, Feb. 6. The BCycle Dash bicycles hit the road at Bike Share stations across Memphis this spring.

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

been a mainstay at the corner of South
Mendenhall Road and Poplar Avenue for
more than 40 years, appears on track to
close its doors in April.
That’s according to Jeff Abel, whose
parents, Elliot and Sandra Abel, opened
the first Tobacco Corner on the Highland
Strip in 1969.
“A lot of people knew my dad – a lot
of people knew that shop,” Abel said. “He
started from nothing on Highland and
built it up.”
The shop at 669 S. Mendenhall Road,
which opened in 1972, is the last remaining
Tobacco Corner.
The Abels had opened a few other
locations around Memphis and also sold
newspapers and magazines at the Tobacco
Corner Newsroom, a separate business
adjacent to several of its stores.
Jeff Abel, whose father died last year,
said the Mendenhall location is in need
of significant renovations. To have a successful tobacco shop in this day and age,
he continued, a business like it also needs
things like an upscale lounge, events, the
ability to serve alcohol and coffee – basically features, he said, that would make it
a destination.
“That’s what’s all over the country
and really booming,” Abel said. “An old
smoke-shop design doesn’t work in this
day and age.”
Barring any change, the shop will be
closing in April.
– Andy Meek

Mueller Income Drops
In Tough Copper Industry
Memphis-based Mueller Industries
Inc. reported a 67 percent drop in fourth-

quarter net income and a 14 percent in
full-year income as the industrial manufacturer was affected by challenges in the
copper industry as well as an outage at its
brass rod mill.
Mueller on Tuesday, Feb. 6, reported
fourth-quarter net income of $5.7 million,
or 10 cents per diluted share, compared
with $17.3 million, or 30 cents per share,
in Q4 2016.
For the year, the company reported net
income of $85.6 million, or $1.49 per share,
compared with $99.7 million, or $1.74 per
share, in 2016.
Mueller specializes in copper and copper alloy goods, though it also produces
items made from aluminum, steel and
plastic. Its products are used in the construction, appliance, defense, energy and
automotive sectors.
CEO Greg Christopher told analysts and
investors on the earnings call that fourthquarter earnings were “adversely affected
by inventory impacts and, to a lesser but
still important degree, the ongoing challenges in our U.S. copper tube business.”
The company said a casting outage at
its brass rod mill during the fourth quarter
impaired its ability to melt scrap returns,
causing an excess of $38.9 million in inventory.
The line is now operational, and Mueller says it expects inventory levels to normalize this year.
The quarter also included the cost of
modernizing a copper tube mill in Fulton,
Mississippi, and the startup of a new mill
in Cedar City, Utah.
“On a full year basis, cost overruns,
startup costs, throughput constraints,
quality and yield challenges, along with
an associated decline in market share,

impacted our copper tube earnings by
over $25 million,” Christopher said.“The
international markets we serve remained
stable and better than anticipated in 2017,
and demand in the U.S. markets continued
to remain positive.”
– Bill Dries

FedEx Customer Service
Building Sells for $14M
The 125,000-square-foot building that
houses FedEx’s TechConnect Customer
Service center in Collierville has switched
hands for $14 million.
In the deal, BAP Properties sold the
Class B warehouse located at 477 Distribution Parkway to Infinity Nine Collierville
LLC for $14 million.
Phillip Wood of Southlake, Texas,
signed the Jan. 2 warranty deed on behalf
of the sellers.
Meanwhile, the new owners took out
a $9.8 million mortgage on the property
through San Antonio, Texas-based Security
Service Federal Credit Union.
William M. Braden, also of San Antonio, signed the deed of trust on behalf of
Infinity Nine.
The Shelby County Assessor appraised
the 33-year-old warehouse at $5.1 million
in 2017.
– Patrick Lantrip

$5M Building Permit
Filed for Hotel Indigo
Atlanta-based Three P Partners has
filed a $5 million building permit application with the Office of Construction Code
Enforcement to construct a 118-room Hotel Indigo at the corner of North B.B. King

Boulevard and Court Avenue.
New Orleans-based Expotel Hospitality
will oversee the development and management of the property with Memphis-based
brg3s architects handling the design work.
Developed by Holiday Inn founder
Kemmons Wilson in 1957, the 200,000-plussquare-foot structure is now slated to be the
city’s first Hotel Indigo.
Scheduled to open in mid-2018, the
new Hotel Indigo will feature approximately 3,000 square feet of private dining,
event and meeting space; a fitness center;
and a renovated pool with cabana bar.
Expotel Hospitality’s development
team is “in discussions with several nationally recognized, chef-driven restaurant
groups with whom they will collaborate
on the culinary program for the restaurant
that looks onto the corner of B.B. King and
Court and affords an opportunity to create
a uniquely urban dining experience,” according to the company’s website.
Three P, doing business as 22 North
Third LLC, bought the Econo Lodge
Downtown and its garage, located at 22 N.
B.B. King Blvd. and 28 N. B.B. King Blvd.
respectively, from Bluff City Partners LLC
for $5.9 million in a Dec. 29 warranty deed.
Mabra Holeyfield signed that deed as
chief manager of Bluff City Partners.
In conjunction with that purchase, 22
North Third LLC filed a $3 million loan
through State Bank and Trust Co.
Vibrant Hotels had plans in 2007 to convert the Tenoke Building at 161 Jefferson
Ave. into a Hotel Indigo, but those plans
were sidelined by the Great Recession.
Vibrant’s plans to brand Tenoke Building as a 155-room Aloft Hotel, a boutique
brand owned by Starwood Hotel & Resorts
Worldwide, was approved by the Memphis
City Council in 2016.
– Patrick Lantrip

State Senate Committee
OKs Repeal of Hall Tax
A proposal by state Sen. Brian Kelsey
of Germantown to amend the Tennessee Constitution to ban the Hall income
tax passed the Senate Finance, Ways and
Means Committee Tuesday, Feb. 6, by a
vote of 9-2.
Kelsey’s resolution proposes adding
language to the state Constitution to eliminate state and local governments’ authority
to levy taxes on income derived from stocks
and bonds that are not taxed ad valorem.
“The Hall tax on interest and dividends
discourages saving and investment and
disproportionately impacts senior citizens
on fixed incomes,” Kelsey said in a statement. “More and more citizens are relying
on interest from stocks and dividends to
fund their daily living expenses when they
retire. Not only is the Hall tax oppressive
to these seniors, but it encourages them to
move out-of-state.”
Enacted in 1929, the Hall income tax
is the only tax on personal income in Tennessee.
It is currently a 4 percent tax on income derived from dividends on stock or
from interest on bonds after the General
Assembly has made several reductions in
recent years.
The Legislature voted last year to incrementally phase the tax out by January
2021, but Kelsey’s proposed amendment
would constitutionally prohibit the General
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Assembly from ever levying or permitting
any state or local tax upon income derived
from stocks and bonds.
“Enshrining the Hall Tax repeal in the
Tennessee Constitution is a pro-growth
move that will encourage investment and
reinvestment in the state, its companies
and its people,” Kelsey said.
To amend the state Constitution, the
proposal would need to be approved by a
simple majority during the current legislative session, followed by a two-thirds vote
by next year’s Legislature.
It would then be placed on the ballot
for consideration by voters in the 2022
gubernatorial election and would need to
be approved by a majority of votes cast in
the governor’s race.
Kelsey, a Republican, represents Cordova, East Memphis and Germantown. He
serves as chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee.
– Daily News staff

Memphis College of Art
Taps CW/CA for Sale
Memphis College of Art has tapped real
estate brokerage firm Cushman & Wakefield/Commercial Advisors to handle the
sale of its Midtown portfolio, including Rust
Hall and a dozen other properties.
The 80-plus-year-old institution announced in October it would be shuttering
its doors for good in May 2020. Proceeds
from the sale of MCA’s real estate will create
a reserve fund for the teach-out of the current students and retire the college’s real
estate debt, according to MCA president
Laura Hine.
“In the sale of the real estate assets
south of Poplar, we will be mindful of our
students’ educational and housing needs,”
Hine said in a release. “We are committed
to our students and will have them in mind
during every step of the process.”
The centerpiece of the MCA portfolio
is the iconic 60-year-old Rust Hall building
at 1930 Poplar Ave. in Overton Park, which
was designed by architect Roy Harrover.
The additional buildings, all located
south of Poplar Avenue, include four art
studio/office buildings on North Tucker
Street; three multifamily properties; the
Metz Hall and Fogelman Hall student housing buildings on North Barksdale Street;
mixed-use properties on Poplar Avenue
and Rembert Street; a parcel of land on
North Tucker; and the Hudson House
single-family home at 157 Rembert.
“We will work closely with MCA on
all new ownership decisions,” CW/CA
principal Matt Weathersby said. “The community significance of these properties is
one we will keep top-of-mind throughout
the process.”
Perspective buyers must submit their
offers by March 21 at 5 p.m., at which time
CW/CA will begin the reviewing the offers.
Meanwhile, inquiries pertaining to the
purchase of Rust Hall should be directed
directly to CW/CA at 901-366-6070.
MCA announced the pending closure
Oct. 24, citing declining enrollment, overwhelming real estate debt and no viable
long-term plan for the financial sustainability of the institution.
“What it would really take is about a
$30 million endowment. We have a draw
down policy of 5 percent to fill that gap in
the operating budget,” Hine told the Daily

News at that time. “We certainly don’t have
a sufficient endowment now. … There was
just not the capacity to raise the $30 million
endowment that we would need.”
Several months prior to MCA’s announcement, the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art made public its intentions
to leave its original 100-year-old home in
Overton Park. In November, the city and
Brooks formally agreed to begin to work
toward a new museum on the west side of
Front Street between Union and Monroe
avenues Downtown, on the current site of
a city fire station and parking garage.
The Brooks’ new Downtown home
would open in 2022 at the earliest.
– Patrick Lantrip

Withers’ Home Will Be
Dedicated as Historic Site
Photojournalist Ernest C. Withers’
southwest Memphis home is being dedicated as a historic site.
The home at 480 W. Brooks Road will be
dedicated at a ceremony Saturday, Feb. 10,
at 10 a.m., during which a historical marker
will be unveiled.
Withers, who died in 2007 at age 85,
is best known for iconic images of black
Southerners during the Jim Crow era,
including photos of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, the trial of Emmett Till’s accused
killers, the Memphis sanitation workers
strike, Negro League baseball and Memphis
musicians.
Withers’ work earned him a place in the
Black Press Hall of Fame and an honorary
doctorate from the Massachusetts College
of Art.
In conjunction with the ceremony,
LeMoyne-Owen College will host a historical symposium Friday, Feb. 9, at 5 p.m. in
the Alma C. Hanson Memorial Student
Center’s Little Theatre on the LeMoyneOwen campus, 807 Walker Ave.
The symposium, sponsored by the
Ernest C. Withers Historical Photographic
Foundation, will feature Withers’ son, photographer Andrew Rome Withers; educator
Pam Ali; artist and activist Mary Mudiku,
who uses art as part of her activism; Wovoka Sobukwe, owner of the Fannie Lou
Hamer Freedom School & Culture Center;
and professor A.J. Stovall, chair of the Department of Social Science at Rust College
in Holly Springs, Mississippi.
LeMoyne-Owen and Rust College
students also will participate in the symposium, which will be moderated by Tennessee state Rep. Joe Towns.
An exhibit of Withers’ photographs will
be on display that day in the Dorothy Harris
Lounge, also in the student center.
– Daily News staff

Jason Jenne Rejoins
True Temper Sports
Jason Jenne is rejoining Memphisbased sporting goods manufacturer True
Temper Sports as chief financial officer
on the heels of his replacement as CFO of
Fred’s Inc.
Jenne will lead the direction of True
Temper’s accounting and finance functions and will oversee the company’s global
information technology, legal, regulatory,
insurance and risk management.
Jenne previously spent 18 years at True
Temper, serving in a number of executive

roles. He served as the company’s president
and CEO for two years before stepping
down in 2016 to join Memphis-based
Fred’s as senior vice president, finance.
He was promoted to executive vice
president and CFO of Fred’s in July and
served less than seven months in that role
before being replaced by Joseph Anto on
Feb. 1.
Jenne will remain in an advisory position at Fred’s through Feb. 26, according
to the retailer.
Jeremy Erspamer, president and CEO
of True Temper Sports, said the company
is “thrilled” to have Jenne back.
“Jason has developed strong and
productive relationships during his previous tenure with the current management
team, employees and customers, and has
proven himself as a highly capable and
well-respected leader," Erspamer said in
a statement.
True Temper designs and manufactures golf, hockey and lacrosse equipment.
Under the shaft brands True Temper and
Project X, True Temper is the leading
manufacturer of golf shafts in the world
and the No. 1 shaft on professional tours
globally, according to the company.
– Daily News staff

Parker Sworn In As
Federal District Judge
Thomas L. Parker has been sworn in
as the newest federal judge for the United
States District Court for the Western District of Tennessee.

Parker took the oath of office at a private
ceremony, Friday, Feb. 2, and will begin his
official duties later this month. A public
investiture ceremony will be held in April,
according to the court.
Parker was appointed by President
Donald Trump and unanimously confirmed by the Senate on Jan. 10. He was
appointed to the position left vacant by
Judge Samuel H. Mays, who took senior
status in 2015.
Parker was a shareholder in the Memphis office of Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz P.C., where he was a
civil and criminal litigator.
– Daily News staff

Wiuff Installed As
2018 MAAR President
Marx-Bensdorf Realtor Lauren Harkins
Wiuff has been installed as the new president of the Memphis Area Association of
Realtors’ board of directors.
Wiuff, a third-generation real estate
professional, will serve a one-year term
as president and says she plans to work
alongside the 2018 directors to continue
enhancing services and support available
to MAAR members.
In addition to her new leadership role,
Wiuff is a lifetime member of MAAR’s Multi
Million Dollar Club.
At Marx-Bensdorf, she leads a real estate team that includes her sister, Stephanie Sheahan, and team member Ruth
Herndon.
– Daily News staff
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A local investment group is seeking a
nine-year tax break from the Downtown
Memphis Commission to construct a new
mixed-use building where the Downtown
Blue Monkey once stood at 529 S. Front St.
If approved, the new three-story,
7,500-square-foot building would feature
approximately 5,000 square feet of groundfloor restaurant space with four rental units
located upstairs.
The project carries a roughly $1.6 million
price tag and would be ready to begin construction within three months of receiving
PILOT (payment-in-lieu-of-taxes) approval
from the DMC’s Center City Revenue Finance Corp.
Currently, the 0.63-acre vacant lot generates $1,433 in city and county taxes annually.
DMC staff estimates that during the nineyear PILOT, taxes would rise 537 percent to
$9,130 annually, or $69,278 in total.
The local investment group, operating
under the name 529 S. Front Street LLC, consists of Michael and Rebecca Johnson, Chris
Jameson, George Hampton, Larry Clark,
George Bogy, Vernon Delashmit and Carl
Jordan.
529 S. Front Street LLC plans on purchasing the property from the current owners, Blue Monkey Enterprises LLC, if the
PILOT is approved.
Funding of approximately $1.4 million
from Landmark Bank has also been secured
pending the CCRFC’s approval.
The site was the original Downtown location for Blue Monkey that burned in 2005. It
was constructed nearby at 513 S. Front St.
where it still operates today, along with the
original Blue Monkey at 2012 Madison Ave. in
Midtown just west of Overton Square.
“According to the applicant, approval
of a PILOT is necessary for the project to be
economically viable and attract financing,”
the DMC staff report reads, in part. “Without
a PILOT tax incentive, the project pro forma
shows a negative cash flow, deficient debt
coverage ratio, and negative returns on both
equity and investment.”
The project’s development team also
consists of architect Larry Clark with Development Studio LLC and a yet-to-be-named

general contractor.
The CCRFC will review 529 S. Front
Street LLC’s application during its regularly
scheduled Feb. 13 meeting.
The panel also will consider an application from PMT Investments LLC, a newly
formed business partnership between Aaron
Petree, Cliff McLemore and Ed Thomas III.
PMT Investments is seeking an 11-year tax
abatement to construct a 16-unit apartment
building on the periphery of Overton Square.
Dubbed The Flats at Overton Square, the
11,000-square-foot building is slated to fill in
a vacant lot on Diana Street near its intersection with Monroe Avenue, and carries a $1.9
million price tag.
The development will include four “live/
work” units on the bottom floor and 12 traditional housing units upstairs ranging from
500 to 915 square feet.
The development team consists of architect Arch Inc., engineers McCaskill & Associates, Fowler Engineering and Innovative
Engineering Services, and general contractor CBI Construction Co.
Though PMT is an independent venture
consisting of Loeb Properties’ Petree, CBI
Construction’s McLemore, and Colliers International’s Thomas, the group is partnering
with Loeb to use the Overton Square brand.
Currently, the property generates $1,824
in annual property taxes. The DMC staff
estimates that taxes would increase by 481
percent to $10,601 annually during the life
of the 11-year PILOT for a total of $96,548,
if approved.
$1.4 million in funding from Community
Bank has also been secured pending the
DMC’s approval.
“Based on the submitted application and
the accompanying pro forma, staff agrees
with the applicant that a PILOT is needed for
the project to be viable and attract financing,” the DMC staff report read in part.
Per the terms of the PILOT, PMT would
have to spend approximately $339,505 in
hard and soft construction costs with certified women and/or minority-owned businesses.
If approved, PMT plans on starting construction during the second quarter of 2018,
and wrapping up in the first quarter of 2019.
The project is expected to be 33 percent
pre-leased with full occupancy obtained
within two months of completion.
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THE AGING PROCESS
Old Dominick Celebrates First Birthday
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The team behind Old Dominick Distillery, which started filling its first barrels
of Tennessee whiskey around this time
last year, remains full steam ahead and
is barely stopping to take note of their
one-year anniversary.
Head distiller Alex Castle hosted a private tasting on Friday, Feb. 2. Meanwhile,
the distillery at 305 S. Front St. remains
a busy hub of activity that’s only getting
busier. On Thursday, Feb. 8, for example,
the distillery will host Pistol & The Queen
for the second date in its Pure Memphis
Music Series.

“

It’s all about delivering a
good product, first and
foremost. If we can help
with the momentum of
Downtown, that’s kind of a
byproduct.”
–Zach Smith, Old Dominick communications and
business development director

Old Dominick is using its upstairs
event space to bring in acts with some
kind of tie to the city for the twicemonthly series of concerts. Tickets to
shows are $25, which also includes a drink
on the house.
Prominent Memphis restaurateurs
Andy Ticer and Michael Hudman also
in recent days have opened their new
restaurant The Grey Canary inside Old
Dominick. The longtime friends – who
opened their first of six restaurants,
Andrew Michael Italian Kitchen, in East
Memphis 10 years ago – fell in love with
the Old Dominick space, which gives diners several vistas from the booths inside.

Alex Castle, head distiller at Old Dominick Distillery, stands in the production room of the distillery. 

In one direction, you can look at a picturesque river view. In another, you see
the Downtown skyline, and if you look in
another direction still, you get a bustling
street scene on Front Street.
“I think all of that speaks to our dedication to the city of Memphis, and it’s a
constant reminder of why we’re doing
this,” said Old Dominick communications and business development director
Zach Smith. “It’s to provide an elevated
experience for Downtown. It’s all about
delivering a good product, first and foremost. If we can help with the momentum
of Downtown, that’s kind of a byproduct.”
Helping ensure Old Dominick delivers that product is head distiller Castle,
who said among the plans for 2018 are
for Old Dominick to start producing a
wheat whiskey. A gin or two also are in
the works that may be released later this
year, she said.

“Production has been really, really
great. We’ve filled 572 barrels (of Tennessee Whiskey and High Rye Bourbon,
combined, since launch),” Castle said.
“As far as our products getting out the
door, the reception seems to be really
good. We’re really happy with it at this
point. I’m happy with where we are.
“I first met the Old Dominick team almost three years ago now and remember
just liking the vibe I got from everyone.
Just talking to them, you could hear their
passion for this idea – it was just an idea
at the time. And from that first meeting,
I kind of got hooked and couldn’t get this
out of my head.”
When Old Dominick launched, it
started aging barrels of locally made
whiskey at the distillery for the first time
in Memphis in 100 years.
Old Dominick’s name is a nod to
Dominick Canale, who founded D. Ca-

Tomorrow’s news in your inbox today

FREE Email Edition

Sign up at MemphisDailyNews.com

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

nale & Co. in 1866 after emigrating from
Genoa, Italy.
Meanwhile, producers like Old Dominick also got a benefit from the recently
enacted federal tax legislation.
Such producers of beer, wine and
liquor pay excise taxes on what they produce or import. Businesses that produce
less than 100,000 gallons saw a reduction
in their excise taxes from $13.50 a gallon
to $2.70.
“We definitely, being smaller, will see
a really nice benefit from that,” Castle
said.
As far as what else is still to come, she
said Old Dominick’s product is currently
available across the state of Tennessee
and is available in Mississippi, as well.
She said the team is going to spend the
first half of the year focused on markets
it’s currently in, but plans to add another
state or two by the end of the year.
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Local Charter Group Signals Intent
To Take Over Catholic Jubilee Schools
BILL DRIES

“Our primary goal in forming this
new network of charter schools … is to
continue providing an excellent educational experience for the community curA Memphis charter school group led rently served by Jubilee Catholic Schools
by the president of Christian Brothers although entirely independent from the
Catholic Diocese,” said CBU
University is preparing paperpresident John Smarrelli, in
work to apply with the state
a prepared statement as the
and Shelby County Schools to
president of New Day Schools.
convert nine Catholic schools
Kristi Baird, assistant suto charter schools.
perintendent of Catholic
New Day Schools Inc. anSchools and leader of the
nounced Thursday, Feb. 1,
Jubilee Catholic Schools Netits intent to apply with SCS
work, will become executive
by the April 1 deadline apdirector of the charter schools
plications for nine “Compass
contingent on approval by
Community Schools” in what
the SCS board and state eduare currently Catholic Jubilee JOHN SMARRELLI
cation officials.
Schools in the city.
Smarrelli has been involved in foundThe Jubilee Schools will close at the
end of the 2018-2019 school year, 20 years ing Crosstown High School, the charter
after the Catholic Diocese of Memphis school in the Crosstown Concourse
started them specifically to serve low- development that is scheduled to open
in the fall.
income families.
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Crosstown High is one of three Shelby
County charters awarded state grants that
were announced Thursday. The grants
of up to $600,000 each are to reimburse
new charter schools for planning costs
and come with state monitoring as well.
The other two Shelby County charters
awarded state grants are Believe Memphis Academy, which doesn’t have a location yet, and Perea Elementary School,
1250 Vollintine Ave., in North Memphis.
Both open in August.
Meanwhile, leaders of the state-run
Achievement School District formally
announced they will turn over operation
of Westside Achievement Middle School
in Frayser to the charter group Frayser
Community Schools starting in August.
Frayser Community Schools is the
charter group founded by Bobby White
to take over Frayser High School, which
is now Martin Luther King Prep. The organization also operates Humes Middle
School for the ASD. White is the former

principal of Westside Middle when it was
part of Memphis City Schools. Westside
was one of the first schools in the ASD.
The ASD also announced Thursday
it is closing its Rocketship Nashville
school at the end of the current semester,
months after it opened with the start of
the school year. Rocketship, which is a
charter run school, is a K-2 school that
had planned to add a third grade in the
next school year. Low enrollment was
cited for the sudden decision to close
Rocketship.
Arlington Community Schools leaders
also announced Thursday they will open
the PAVE –Performing Arts & Visual Experience – Fine Arts Academy at Arlington
High School starting next school year. It
is open to current students at Arlington
High as well as incoming freshmen. The
academy will offer 50 fine arts courses
and specialties including visual arts,
instrumental music, speech and debate,
theater, vocal music and film and video.

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Bill Introduced to Expand EDGE’s
Residential PILOT Boundaries
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

In an effort to encourage residential
infill and density beyond the confines of
Downtown and Midtown, new legislation
is making its way through the Tennessee
Senate and House of Representatives that
would allow Shelby
County to offer tax incentives to multifamily
and hotel developers
outside of the central
business district.
State Sen. Brian
Kelsey of Germantown
and state Rep. Kevin KEVIN
Vaughan are sponsor- VAUGHAN
ing the bill (SB 1736
and HB 2064, respectively) that would
amend a provision in Tennessee Code Annotated that restricts economic development corporations, such as the Economic
Development Growth Engine for Memphis

and Shelby County, from offering tax
incentives to anyone beyond the central
business district, which is essentially
bound by the Parkways.
“This bill will allow EDGE to grant
PILOTs (payments-in-lieu-of-taxes) to
apartment and hotel developments in
Shelby County outside the center city
district,” Kelsey said.
“We’re hoping that this
bill will allow for the
development of areas that are currently
blighted properties in
the city.”
Kelsey said he and
Vaughan,
who repreBRIAN
sents Collierville, are
KELSEY
sponsoring the bill at
the request of both Memphis Mayor Jim
Strickland and Shelby County Mayor Mark
Luttrell.
“They feel that PILOTs have been a
helpful incentive for development in the

Your source for accurate and unbiased
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center city area and that we should expand
that ability to areas outside of the center
city area,” he said.
The modestly worded bill was just one
of roughly 1,500 pieces of legislation that
was introduced prior to Feb. 1’s bill signing deadline, but has huge implications for
many local developers with plans beyond
the Parkways.
As introduced, the bill “authorizes an
industrial development corporation to acquire a hotel, motel, or apartment building
for a project of the corporation located in
a county with a population greater than
900,000.”
This is an amendment to TCA Section
7-53-302, which authorizes an industrial
development corporation to temporarily
acquire properties as a part of the PILOT
process in exchange for metered tax incentives.
However, this provision excludes
hotels, motels, and apartment buildings
unless they are located in a “center city

area or in a central business improvement
district.”
Kelsey said he is “cautiously optimistic” that the bill will pass both houses, as
he has not heard any pushback since filing
the legislation.
Although, he admitted that it is still
early in the process.
“This bill is limited to Shelby County in
its application, so I’m hopeful that the rest
of the state will allow it to go right through,”
Kelsey said. “But you never know.”
EDGE’s Residential PILOT program
was approved by its board on May 17, 2017,
in response to the Memphis 3.0 planning
process, which calls for, among other
things, increased development density
within the city limits.
Strickland and Shelby County chief administrative officer Harvey Kennedy both
showed up to that meeting to publicly
endorse the new PILOT program.
“EDGE does a good job of creating jobs,
but that’s only part of the growth we need
in Memphis,” Strickland said at the time.
“We need population growth.”
Kelsey said if everything goes as
planned, the bill would make it through
the legislative session roughly by the end
of April.
If not, it will be back to the drawing
board until next January.
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HIDDEN KING

McKinney urges students to rediscover ‘creative extremist’
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Rhodes College professor Charles McKinney addresses LeMoyne-Owen College’s Black History Month chapel Wednesday, Feb.
7, urging students to dig deeper into Martin Luther King Jr.’s words.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
in the movement.
McKinney called on the students to read
what King said in its full context.
“What happens when we have the courage to read King and take him seriously?
What happens when we actually look at his
words and force ourselves to sit with what
he said? ” he asked.
In the case of the 1968 speech – King’s
last sermon at Ebenezer Baptist – there
would be references in the unused part of
the speech to the dangers of consumerism,
including buying the latest car as a status
symbol.
At the outset of the Wednesday chapel
program, Ralph Calhoun, special assistant
to LeMoyne-Owen president Andrea Lewis
Miller, urged students to “celebrate the
struggles” of King’s day and other times
before and after that.

NO ONE GETS
A DIPLOMA
ALONE.
If you’re thinking of finishing your high school diploma, you have more
support than you realize. Find free adult education classes near you
by texting FINISH to 97779 or by visiting FinishYourDiploma.org.

“We didn’t wake up in this position,”
he added in a reference to current times
and events.
McKinney described the times we live
in today, 50 years after King’s death, as “a
season of violence” – “unwarranted killings,
police tactics run amok, the raw pain and
anguish of communities under siege, a refusal to bring people to justice that borders
on the absurd, and a righteous and justified
inclination to take to the streets.”
“Others see a disrespect of law enforcement’s justifiable response to danger,” he
said, summarizing the other view as “Why
are they so angry?”
McKinney called on Americans to confront the nation’s racial heritage and reject
“a national allegiance to anti-blackness.”
“We need to see it, because if we can’t
see it, we can’t confront it,” he said.

The full context of King is the “radical
King,” McKinney said, or what King himself
termed a “creative extremist.”
In his 1963 “Letter From a Birmingham
Jail,” King wrote, “The question is not if we
will be extremists, but what kind of extremists will we be. The nation and the world are
in dire need of creative extremists.”
The letter was months before the March
on Washington at which King gave his “I
Have A Dream” speech and five years before
his death – by which time, McKinney said,
King was talking about “unfulfilled dreams”
and “knew he was marked for death.”
“Perhaps one of the reasons we don’t
or won’t or can’t see King as the extremist
he actually is, is because we have yet to
confront the racial contours of our own
nation,” he said. “They are unseen by many
of us – not all of us.”
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The LeMoyne-Owen College concert
choir reprised the song Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. requested 50 years ago in one of his
last conversations just before he was killed
on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel.
“Precious Lord” has become a staple of
commemorations of King’s death and the
federal holiday honoring his birth. No one
in the choir that sang the song Wednesday,
Feb. 7, at Metropolitan Baptist Church was
alive in 1968 when King came to Memphis
for the sanitation workers’ strike. They have
grandparents who were.
From the pulpit for LeMoyne-Owen’s
Black History Month chapel program,
Rhodes College history professor Charles
McKinney talked to several hundred students of the city’s only historically black
college, with a few older Memphians in
the church.
“I have to remind myself that students
now – you’ve never known a time when
there wasn’t a King Day. That’s always
been the case for you,” said the chairman
of Africana studies at Rhodes.
The result, McKinney says, is “King 2.0”
– a sanitized, noncontroversial version of
the nation’s most visible civil rights leader.
“This King is meek. This King turns the
other cheek. This King has a dream,” McKinney said. “Over time, we’ve become much
less comfortable with the black Southern
preacher and the fierce social critic who, for
most of his public life, stood against some
of the most powerful forces in America.”
McKinney noted the recent Super Bowl
ad for Ram trucks that was built around an
excerpt from a King speech in 1968. The use
of King’s image and voice was approved
by a licensing firm for his estate. It wasn’t
approved by the estate itself, according to
a spokesman for The King Center in Atlanta
and the civil rights leader’s daughter, Bernice King.
It’s not the first use of King’s image to
pitch a product, and McKinney’s complaint
about the use of King’s image – and his
transformation into an unrealistic icon beyond that – echoes decades of complaints,
including from those who were close to King
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Pizza, Donuts and Pinnacle Planned for Midtown
PATRICK LANTRIP

Pizza, which is located in Collierville at
890 W. Poplar Ave.

plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Map data ©2018 Google

1776 UNION AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38104

1350 CONCOURSE AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38104
PERMIT AMOUNT: $350,000
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 29, 2018
OWNER: Crosstown LLC
TENANT: Elemento’s Neapolitan
Pizza
CONTRACTOR: Ybos & Sons Construction Inc.
DETAILS: Two local restaurateurs are
looking to carve out their own slice of
the Crosstown Concourse.
Elemento’s Neapolitan Pizza, founded
by Adrian Accury and Justin Dorah, will
soon begin construction on a new location at 1350 Concourse Ave., according
to a $350,000 building permit application filed with the Office of Construction Code Enforcement on Monday, Jan.
29.
Ybos & Sons Construction Inc. was
listed as the contractor, while LRK was
tapped to handle the design work.
Crosstown was represented by Shawn
Massey with The Shopping Center
Group in the lease.
Accury is also the owner of Ciao Baby

PERMIT AMOUNT: $131,818
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 29, 2018
OWNER: Loeb Properties
TENANT: TBD
CONTRACTOR: Grinder, Taber &
Grinder Inc.
DETAILS: Loeb Properties has filed a
building permit application for exterior
renovations to the former Donald’s
Donuts location at 1776 Union Ave.
Grinder, Taber & Grinder Inc. is listed
as the contractor on the $131,818 building permit application filed with the
Office of Construction Code Enforcement.
In November, Donald’s Donuts owner
Pimol Sam told several local media
outlets that Loeb Properties declined to
renew the lease of the local, minorityowned business, which expired on Dec.
31.
No tenant was listed on the application.
The longtime doughnut shop was
known as Howard’s Donuts when Sam
took over in 2005. He changed the name
to Donald’s Donuts in February 2006.

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the region
with business executives, community leaders, and politicians, as well as
local journalists analyzing the major stories from the Memphis area.

Dr. Marjorie Hass discusses her new role as president
for Rhodes College with Bill Dries, senior reporter for the
Memphis Daily News, and host Eric Barnes.

Dr. Marjorie Hass
President
Rhodes College

Elemento’s
Neapolitan
Pizza

1400 S GERMANTOWN ROAD
GERMANTOWN, TN 38138
PROJECT COST: $47 million
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 29, 2018
OWNER: Campbell Clinic
TENANT: Campbell Clinic
DETAILS: Campbell Clinic has been
awarded an eight-year retention PILOT
(payment-in-lieu-of-taxes) from the
Germantown Industrial Development
Board for its expansion plans, which
include a $30 million, 120,000-squarefoot new facility.
The project will result in the retention
of 280 jobs, while creating 185 new jobs
with an average wage of more than
$67,000 over the next three years.
The maximum number of years the
Germantown IDB can give on a retention PILOT is eight years. Campbell
Clinic, which was represented by Cushman & Wakefield/Commercial Advisors
president and CEO Larry Jensen, originally sought an 11-year tax abatement,
since it felt as though the project had
both retention and expansion elements.
But the Germantown IDB was wary of
setting a precedent since this was only
second retention PILOT the city has
issued. IDB members did leave the door
open for Campbell Clinic to return to
seek more incentives.
Campbell Clinic announced in November it planned to build a four-story
medical office building on a vacant
5-acre parcel adjacent to its current
location at 1400 S. Germantown Road.
That new facility will include, among
other things, outpatient orthopedic
clinical space, expanded physical
therapy and imaging suites, and an
ambulatory surgery center with eight
operating rooms.
TOYS R US

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Channel 10

topics and guests are subject to change

ADDRESS: 7676 Polo Ground Blvd.
LEASE LENGTH: Through 2019
LANDLORD: Michael Lightman
DETAILS: A representative with Toys
R Us has confirmed to The Daily News
that its Memphis location at 7676 Polo
Ground Blvd. will remain open.
The news comes a week after New

Jersey-based Toys R Us announced it
would be closing 180 stores across the
U.S. as a part of its Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganization efforts.
In the Jan. 23 court filings, Toys R Us
said that over the past several years, it
has faced “a challenging commercial
environment exacerbated by increased
competition from traditional competitors and a shift in consumer preferences away from shopping at brick and
mortar stores to online retail channels,”
leaving the company with a number of
stores operating at suboptimal levels.
The decision to close 180 stores was
made after “an extensive store-by-store
performance analysis” in an effort to
right-size the company’s brick-andmortar presence, according to the
bankruptcy court filings. The closings
are expected to wrap up by mid-April.
The toy retail giant, which at one time
was itself considered a major disrupter
in the world of retail, filed for bankruptcy in September 2017, citing $5
billion in debt.
Founded in 1948 by Charles P. Lazarus,
Toys R Us operates roughly 1,600 stores
worldwide, including more than 850 in
the U.S.
155 ROZELLE ST.
MEMPHIS, TN 38104
PERMIT AMOUNT: $1.3 million
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 26, 2018
OWNER: 1615 Union Development LLC
TENANT: Pinnacle Financial Partners
DETAILS: Nashville-based Pinnacle
Financial Partners has applied for a $1.3
million building permit for its planned
bank branch at the corner of Union
Avenue and Rozelle Street.
Pinnacle is building the more than
4,100-square-foot branch with drivethru service at 155 Rozelle on property
that’s been vacant since the former
Sean’s Cafe burned down in 2016.
Because the project falls under the
Midtown Overlay portion of the Unified
Development Code, the bank had to
seek a variance last year with the Board
of Adjustment for the orientation of the
drive-thru, an alternative streetscape
layout and the use of a 20-foot setback.
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Council Debate on MLGW Rates Reveals Trust Issues
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

It began after the Tom Lee storm
last Memorial Day weekend – a burst of
sudden, intense winds that knocked out
power to 188,000 homes and businesses
as well as toppling the circa-1950s obelisk memorial to Tom Lee Downtown.
While Memphis City Council members generally praised Memphis Light,
Gas and Water Division for its response
to the third most damaging storm ever recorded in the city, there were some questions and concerns below the surface.
The concerns were about better outage maps on MLGW social media, burying some or all power lines underground
to avoid future wind damage and outages
that aren’t weather related.
All of those concerns and more surfaced Tuesday, Feb. 6, in a protracted
council debate before votes to raise gas
and electric rates by 2 percent starting
in July.
And with a new CEO, Jarl T. Young,
starting the top job at MLGW in March,
improving the utility will be a dominant
topic.
The approved gas and electric rate
hikes are for one year only, effective in
July.
The 2 percent rate hikes came after a
prolonged council debate and an initial
vote against the 2 percent increase for
electricity.
A majority of the 13-member body
opposed larger, multi-year rate hikes
of 9 percent for gas and 6.3 percent for
electricity. And in that majority was considerable sentiment that any longer term
rate proposals and financial decisions
should come after Young takes a critical
look at MLGW operations.
“This organization needs to allow
a new president to come in,” council
chairman Berlin Boyd said.
Council member Bill Morrison made
the same argument in support of a bigger
rate hike over several years.
“Let’s give the new president a
change to get MLGW where it needs to
be,” Morrison said.
The smaller 2 percent rate hikes,
Morrison argued, could leave Young on
the defensive as soon as he takes the job

should there be a storm or some other
unplanned event that knocks out power
and damages the power infrastructure.
“We just hope and pray that citizens
of Memphis are OK, nothing happens
and we can keep power flowing until
somehow we find some inner-strength
on this body,” he said.
The council decision reflects trust
issues, like bond rating agencies getting
word of the recommended rate hikes in
September before the council learned
about them in November. The trust
issue is also fed by power outages that
aren’t related to the weather and may
be because of outdated infrastructure.
“In my neighborhood, it can be
sunny outside and the power goes off for
no apparent reason,” Boyd said.
Council member Philip Spinosa, who
voted no on both of the rate hikes with
Boyd, has complained of such power
outages as well, and has been critical of
the utility for the flow of information to
consumers in outages and the outage
maps the utility provides.
Boyd said he got different answers
from the utility to his questions about
infrastructure.
“I don’t need two different answers
from people at the top,” he said. “If I
don’t trust, I react with a no.”
Other council members don’t like
the fact that they will soon be discussing rate hikes again, most likely at the
beginning of 2019. They argued the larger
rate increases will be necessary if future
infrastructure projects are needed.
“This is not that complicated of a
vote,” said council member Martavius
Jones. “It’s the right thing to do.”
Interim chief utility officer Dana
Jeanes said the 2 percent rate hikes for
a year would allow MLGW to continue
to fund capital projects upgrading infrastructure before hard decisions must
made if there are no further rate hikes.
The multi-year, higher rate increases
would have meant no new rate hikes
until at least 2023, according to Jeanes.
The lower rate hikes mean there could be
additional rates hikes sooner, he added.
The council debate even crossed into
basic issues of poverty.
Council member Jamita Swearengen
said the rate hikes would force her con-

stituents to choose
between food and
medicine.
“The constituents
trust in us to be their
voice,” she said. “My
constituents are on a
fixed income. They
JAMITA
just simply can’t afSWEARENGEN
ford it.”
Council member Patrice Robinson,
a retired MLGW employee, took a different view.
“I am asking you to not just look at
the 30 percent of the people that we
have in poverty,” she said. “It is our responsibility to not just look at that, but
look at the other 70 percent who call me
every day and my
staff about reliable
utilities.”
Robinson has
made the point before in discussions
since November
when the rate hikes
were proposed by
PATRICE
MLGW. She has said
ROBINSON
the council, in setting
rates, has a larger obligation to make decisions that maintain the utility’s system
for all customers.
And Tuesday she said a delay in making the necessary rate hikes could cause
bills to go up more.
“The reality is our bills can go up …
but not because of MLGW – because of
decisions made right here,” she said.
“MLGW is not our enemy.”
Council member Janis Fullilove, a
vocal critic of the utility’s move to Smart
meters starting several years ago, asked
if the roll out of the meters is a factor in
the rate hikes.
Jeanes said it wasn’t.
“We’ve gone 10 years without a gas
rate increase,” he answered. “14 years
without an electric rate increase.”
But Boyd, who has rejected Fullilove’s claims that the meters are an
invasion of privacy and a health and fire
hazard, said the timing of the expensive
cost over several years may not have
been the best priority.
“I don’t have a problem with Smart
meters. But the timing was completely

wrong when we have these infrastructure
issues,” he said.
The council also gave final approval
Tuesday to a third ballot question for city
voters to decide in the November elections. The new ballot question would, if
approved by voters, eliminate the runoff
provision in single-member council district races if no contender gets a majority
of the votes cast.
It joins a proposed extension of
term limits for council members and
the mayor from two consecutive terms
to three terms and a repeal of rankedchoice voting on the Nov. 6 ballot.
The council also approved on third
and final reading an ordinance requiring
more advance notice of street closings
for marathons and 5Ks as well as an appeals process on permits granted by the
city for such events.
The council delayed until March 6
a final vote on an ordinance that would
amend the procedures for ticketing cars
parked overtime in commercial parking lots.
In other business, the council approved a memorandum of understanding with county government that would
allocate and appropriate $4 million in
storm water funds to cover the city’s
match of funding for resiliency projects
at Rodney Baber and Kennedy parks in
Raleigh and southwest Memphis in the
flood plain of Cypress Creek.
The projects, plus a water recreation
area in Millington, are funded with a
$60 million federal grant as is a longerterm resiliency study to identify other
projects.
And the council approved up to
$50,000 for the firm ERMS to study crowd
control methods for the Beale Street Entertainment District. The funding comes
from $257,779 in cover fees collected
with and without the Beale Street Bucks
program. The original bucks program
charged a $10 cover fee to get on Beale
Street on spring and summer Saturday
nights after 10 p.m. It included rebate
coupons worth $8 in Beale Street businesses. The council cut the cover charge
to $5 last summer and did away with the
rebate coupons. The council then voted
later last year to do away with any cover
charge.

EVEN TEXTERS AND DRIVERS
HATE TEXTERS AND DRIVERS.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG
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R E TA I L

Fred’s Second CFO in 7 Months Gets Bonus
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Scroll through the headlines on any
financial news-related service – or just
look at a stock performance chart – and
the news out of Memphis-based retailer
Fred’s Inc. has been, in a word, grim.
The headlines include:
From Zacks: “Fred’s Sluggish Store
Sales Keep Investors at Bay.”
Via the Motley Fool: “2017 Is a Year
Discount Retailer Fred’s Would Like to
Forget.”
From MarketWatch: “Fred’s Shares
Slide 12% After Company’s Loss Widens
and it Cancels Dividend.”
And now comes another change at
the top. There’s nothing certain when it
comes to investing and the performance
of a public company, but the investment

and analyst community at least likes to
see constancy – one reason it’s generally regarded negatively when a change
is made in the CFO’s office. Fred’s, which
saw its stock lose 80 percent of its value
last year, has now had three CFOs in the
space of a year.
On Thursday, Feb. 1, the company announced the appointment of Joseph Anto
as executive vice president and CFO, effectively immediately. He succeeds Jason
Jenne, who was appointed CFO in July and
is leaving the company.
This time last year, Rick Hans was the
company’s CFO.

Anto brings 15 years’ experience in
finance, mergers and acquisitions, and
business development in the media industry. He previously served as senior
vice president of strategy and M&A at
MediaNews Group Inc., doing business
as DigitalFirst Media, one of the largest
newspaper companies in the U.S. That
company is owned by the hedge fund
Alden Global Capital, whose president is
Fred’s board chairman Heath Freeman.
Anto also has been consulting over the
past seven months for Fred’s, which has
been in the midst of a protracted company-wide turnaround effort. The day after
Fred’s announced Anto’s appointment, it
also acknowledged in a follow-up regulatory filing that Anto is getting a $100,000
signing bonus.
“Joe’s experience and expertise is invaluable as we continue to implement our
strategic initiatives to drive increased traf-

fic and comp sales, reduce (selling, general
and administrative expenses), generate
free cash flow and optimize our balance
sheet," Fred’s CEO Mike Bloom said in a
statement. "Joe is a proven financial and
business development executive, and
brings a diverse set of skills and experience
that will help position Fred’s for long-term
success.”
It's yet another in a series of changes
that dominated the Fred’s story throughout 2017. By the end of the year, Fred's had
canceled its dividend and acknowledged
that it's considering "various strategic
transactions and alternatives" for assets
like its specialty pharmacy business.
Fred's shares, off around 80 percent
for the year, are currently hovering right
at the stock’s 52-week low of $3.07.
The stock closed at $3.08 on Friday,
Feb. 2. That compares to its 52-week high
of $19.14.

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Former Benchmark Hotel Declared Public Nuisance

The site of the former Benchmark Hotel in Downtown Memphis was declared a public nuisance
by the Memphis and Shelby County Environmental Court.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

The site of the former Benchmark Hotel in Downtown Memphis has been declared a public
nuisance by the Memphis and
Shelby County Environmental
Court.
The “tough” decision by

Judge Larry Potter was made
Thursday, Feb. 1, after several hours of legal wrangling
by attorneys Danny Schaffzin
– representing the Downtown
Memphis Commission and a
coalition of surrounding business owners including The
Rendezvous’ John Vergos, and
The Peabody hotel’s Marty Belz
– and William Sessions, repre-

senting the building’s owners,
MNR Hospitality.
Potter said he would not sign
the official documents to give
the two parties time to craft an
agreed-upon court order that
includes specific plans for the
project to move forward with
construction – a process that
Potter vowed to personally
oversee.

Advertise in The Memphis News

The decision comes a day
after the DMC announced it
was taking legal action against
MNR to declare the site a public
nuisance.
MNR purchased the vacant
Benchmark Hotel in December
2012, more than a year after the
124-room hotel closed. In 2016,
the company began a partial
demolition the nearly 60-yearold building that saw three of its
exterior walls removed.
However, the project has
shown little visible progress
since that initial effort, which
caused the DMC and several
high-profile businesses in the
area, including The Peabody
and Memphis Redbirds, to seek
legal action against MNR.
Sessions argued that the site
was not in violation of local public nuisance laws since it was in
fact an active construction site.
In December, MNR filed
a $600,100 building permit
application to renovate the
103,000-square-foot structure.
That application came three
months after signage went up
along the hotel’s exterior stating
the property would be redeveloped as a Fairfield Inn & Suites,
with a scheduled opening in
2019.
Sessions also argued that

if a public nuisance order was
issued it would cause MNR to
lose its franchise agreement
with Marriott, which would only
further stall the project he said
was “90 percent” approved by
Marriott.
“This is the first Marriott
where Marriott has allowed
anybody to deviate from their
standard cookie-cutter plans,”
Session said. “This is a unique
opportunity, and we run the risk
of losing it.”
In his closings arguments,
Schaffzin countered that calling
the property an active construction site defies logic
“At some point enough has
got to be enough,” he said.
Potter concluded that a lot of
the grievances could have been
resolved with better communication without going to court,
but said he would personally
mediate an agreement between
the two parties.
“So from this point on, we’re
going to have communication,”
Potter said. “People are going
to know what’s going on. And
we’re going to draft this court
order in a manner in which
Marriott will see that, yes there is
an issue here, but that Mr. Patel
(developer B. Patel) is working
to resolve the issue.”

Contact Natalie Chandler @ 901.523.1566
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C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Trader Joe’s Seeks Germantown Signage
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

The saga of Trader Joe’s in
Germantown has had more than
its fair share of ups and downs
over the last several years, but
those all appear to be in the rear
view mirror, as the first tangible
plans listing the highly soughtafter grocer have surfaced.
On Thursday, Feb. 8, a Germantown Design Review Commission subcommittee will review Trader Joe’s application for
its location in the Germantown
Collection shopping center.
Though previous plans for
the 2130 Exeter Road site have
been reviewed and approved
by various planning boards in
Germantown, this is the first time
that Trader Joe’s has been listed
as the tenant.
Trader Joe’s is requesting
approval of a sign package that
includes two wall signs and one
sign blade on the Germantown
Collection Shopping Center
ground-mounted sign. The company hopes to receive an exception in size and color from existing standards for the ground-

mounted directory sign.
Additionally, Trader Joe’s
is seeking a variance to exceed
the total allowable sign area for
the wall signs. Though the total
allowable sign area is 75 square
feet, Trader Joe’s is proposing a
99.94-square-foot wall sign area.
The Design Review Commission
has the option to grant up to a
100-square-foot sign package.
The original ground-mounted
sign package for Germantown
Collection Shopping Center was
approved by the DRC in April
1987, with the current iteration
winning approval in August 2015.
Don Strack, director of construction at Trader Joe's, was listed as
the applicant for the sign package.
The first hint that the onagain-off-again project was finally coming to fruition was a
$750,000 building permit application citing “tenant buildout”
for Trader Joe’s that was filed
with the Shelby County Office of
Construction Code Enforcement
on Jan. 26.
The future of Trader Joe’s
in the Memphis area became
uncertain in May of 2017 when
Centennial American Properties,

the previous developers of the
planned Trader Joe's location,
told The Daily News they were
pulling out of the project.
Several months later, Savannah, Georgia-based Wicker Park
Capital Management, doing
business as 2130 Exeter Road
Holdings, took over the project.
On Nov. 7, 2017, its revised site
plan was approved by the Germantown Planning Commission.
But no tenant was named in
those revised plans, and representatives with the development
team declined to discuss whether
Trader Joe’s was still involved
with the project.
In December, Wicker Park
purchased the parcel of land outright from previous owner, Robert H. Schwab, for $8.1 million.
The saga of Trader Joe’s goes
all the way back to 2015 when
representatives with the retailer
announced they would be opening a 12,500-square-foot store in
Germantown that was originally
scheduled to open in the third
quarter of 2016.
The project was seemingly
on pace in March of 2016 when
Centennial American Proper-



(Broadway National)

ties filed a $3.5 million building
permit application. However, a
short time later in June, a Trader
Joe’s spokeswoman said the
project would be pushed back to
the first half of 2017 as a result of
construction delays.
Six months later Centennial
American filed another building
permit application, this time for
$2.5 million, but a spokesperson
with Trader Joe’s confirmed to

The Daily News that the project
would be pushed back again until
sometime in 2018.
In January of 2017, Centennial American properties amended the project by moving the
planned Trader Joe’s location
from a 19,500-square-foot outparcel to the main building that
once housed a Kroger store, which
is where Trader Joe’s is currently
slated to reside.

G OV E R N M E N T

Luttrell Says ‘High-Wage Job Growth' Needed in County
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell said
at his last State of the County address this
week that what Shelby County struggles
with is “economic diversification and highwage job growth.”
“As a transportation, warehousing
and logistics hub, this comes with a mix of
advantages and disadvantages,” Luttrell
told a group of 120 at the Memphis Rotary
Club Tuesday, Feb. 6. “Economic recessions hit us softer, but recoveries lift us
slower. Building a more diverse economy,
with higher-wage jobs, will require more
emphasis on a science, technology, engineering and math focused education and
workforce.”
Luttrell, now in his second and final
term of office that ends in September, said
there are no quick fixes to such a shift.
“For all the work and planning we put
towards appealing to smart young folks
to choose 901, we have to keep in mind
that our generation must create the opportunities,” he said. “When the younger
generation knocks it is our responsibility to
answer by ensuring that jobs are available
for the educated and trained workforce that
we have provided.”
Greater Memphis Chamber president

MARK LUTTRELL
Phil Trenary has made the same point
about the dominance of logistics and distribution jobs in the Memphis economy. He
has said as that dominance continues, local workforce and economic development
efforts should focus incentives on growing
manufacturing and advanced manufacturing jobs in that same economy.
A historic reformation in public education in Shelby County began soon after
Luttrell took office in September 2010. Two
months later the Memphis City Schools

board voted to surrender its charter, leading to a citywide referendum in 2011 that
started the move to a merged single public
school system in Shelby County. The next
school year was another change in the
opposite direction – the demerger of the
combined city-county school system into
seven school districts including six new
suburban school systems.
Shelby County government funds all
seven and is the only local government
funder of Shelby County Schools, which
takes in Memphis and unincorporated
Shelby County.
Luttrell said Tuesday some schools
still struggle despite per-pupil funding of
more than $11,000 that is the highest in
Tennessee.
“Many of the key indicators associated
with learning and comprehension remain
among the lowest,” he said. “Even with an
increase of local funding, we have yet to
experience the improved outcomes that we
so desperately desire. … To be clear, this is
not an indictment or the sole responsibility
of the Shelby County Schools system. We
all bear responsibility – parents, teachers,
elected officials, taxpayers, and the faithbased community.”
Luttrell called on other parts of the
community to work with the school system on fixing the “underlying problems of
poverty and violence.”

From the pulpit at Clayborn Temple,
Luttrell had a bird’s-eye view of the political
past and its future.
Luttrell recalled Jim Rout’s decision to
call off his bid for a third term as county
mayor in 2001.
“I came to your office and I said, ‘Well,
what about me? What am I going to do for
the rest of my life?’” Luttrell remembered as
Rout sat nearby in the audience. “At the end
of that conversation we made the decision
to try for the sheriff’s job.”
Luttrell served two terms as Shelby
County sheriff before he was elected county
mayor in 2010.
At the table next to Rout sat Trustee
David Lenoir and at the table next to Lenoir
sat County Commissioner Terry Roland.
Lenoir and Roland, along with Juvenile
Court Clerk Joy Touliatos, are running in
the May Republican primary to succeed
Luttrell.
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the tipping point

Through Community Service,
Gorman Makes Memphis Home
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
Micaela Watts
Special to The Memphis News

It’s difficult to pinpoint the exact moment when Teddy Gorman,
director of sales and marketing for
Gorham/Schaffler Inc., became a
born-again Memphian.
It might have been during a
WMC-TV professional wrestling
match, where the native Floridian
wrestled under the name Tyler
Gates. Perhaps it was when he
was carefully composing the first
iteration of his recommended restaurant list, now dutifully updated
and electronically accessible for
the Memphis visitor on-the-go.
Or maybe it was the moment a
mutual friend introduced him to
Nicole Lauchaire, another young
Memphis professional, whom he
would later marry.
Whatever moment it was that
Gorman was fully initiated into
the Bluff City, it’s now almost
impossible to imagine that he was
ever anything other than a dyedin-the-wool Memphian.
Gorman was born and raised
in Tampa, Florida, and came to
Memphis more than 15 years

ago when a rep for a professional
wrestling developmental league
guaranteed him a spot on his
roster, effectively stamping his
one-way ticket for relocation.
“As far as I was concerned,
those were marching orders,”
Gorman recalls. “But I still had
to have other means of support.”
While interviewing for potential business that would support a satellite branch of the
Tampa-based technical firm that
employed him, Gorman strolled
into The Commercial Appeal
headquarters seeking a Sunday
paper.
He walked back out with a
Sunday paper as well as a job
interview for the paper’s business
development department that
would yield his first position in a
Memphis institution.
Alternating between spandex
during weekend wrestling matches and business suits for weekday
sales meetings, Gorman’s Memphis experience shifted from
curious transplant to full-blown
stalwart. It was during this transition that he began to implement
a key teaching from his Florida
upbringing.
“I was raised by my grandparents who were very political,” Gorman notes. “And they basically
taught me that you can’t complain
if you haven't done something to
make a difference where you are. I
didn’t always agree with them po-

litically, but I do believe in that.”
This commitment to community buy-in and service might
be one of the few shreds of his
Florida youth left in him, but it’s
paramount to every Memphisbased service endeavor Gorman
takes on. He’s particularly driven
to support organizations with
the singular purpose of developing others to their maximum
potential.
The first of such organizations
Gorman attached himself to was
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis, a service position
meaningful to him from his own
time in the program as a youth.
He refers to joining the club’s
board as his first rendezvous with
philanthropy.
“I was a ‘club kid,’” Gorman
said. “I saw how it changed lives
firsthand, and I still have life-long
friendships from those days.”
While serving on the board for
the Boys & Girls Clubs, Gorman
met one of the owners of Gorham/
Schaffler Inc., a construction
equipment supplier for larger contract jobs. He noticed right away
that the firm’s philosophy towards
community involvement aligned
perfectly with his own.
“I loved the fact that the principles of the firm were strong in
their commitment to giving back
to the community,” Gorman said.
“I knew that this was the kind of
entity that I wanted to work for.”

TEDDY GORMAN

(Ziggy Mack)

Armed with his second significant set of marching orders,
Gorman transitioned from The
Commercial Appeal to Gorham/
Schaffler, his current firm, where
the company culture has further
expanded his community engagements.
By this point in Gorman’s
Memphis arc, the developmental
league that he wrestled for had
since dissipated, and Gorman had
already met his future wife. Memphis had, effectively, claimed him,
and the list of Gorman’s volunteer
positions began to keep pace with
his growing list of restaurant recommendations.
Target House, MIFA’s Meals
on Wheels program, and Memphis Paws are a few of the nonprofits where Gorman, often
joined by his wife, volunteer. He
still is involved with the Boys &
Girls Clubs. In each of his philanthropic endeavors, Gorman
is honoring his grandparents’

teachings – he’s shaping the community around him for the better.
Above all, Gorman hopes that
his individual impact will keep
growing. Specifically, he hopes
it will have the furthest reach as
he mentors young professionals
through his leadership spot on the
executive council for SoundCheck
– the Greater Memphis Chamber’s
young professionals program.
For him, it’s all part of fulfilling
a legacy, a concept that Gorman is
admittedly obsessed with.
“I am my grandmother’s legacy,” Gorman said. “And for me,
a big part of that is in the work
that I do in Memphis. Because
really, if I can mobilize 30 people
for growth, then think how much
more effective is that than me just
doing one thing.”
Teddy Gorman is a graduate of the New Memphis Fellows
program. Learn more at newmemphis.org.

COMMUNITY

Soulsville CEO Talks of Link to New Charter School
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

An application for a new K-5 charter
school that would complement the grades
6-12 Soulsville Charter School is being
prepared for approval by Shelby County
Schools.
The school, by an unidentified charter
group, wants to locate at the old Southwest Prep School building at 1237 College
St., which closed as a grades 9-12 school
in May of 2016. Before it was the prep
school, it was Stafford Elementary School.
“We’ll be connected in a way,” said
Soulsville Foundation president and CEO
Richard Greenwald on the WKNO/Channel 10 program “Behind The Headlines.”
The middle and high school of more
than 600 students next to the Stax Museum of American Soul Music, now in its
13th academic year, is moving toward
“trauma-informed” training for its teach-

ers and staff of 130.
“Which means
every adult will be
able to understand
what trauma is and
recognize it and then
we’ll have a response
to it,” Greenwald
RICHARD
said.
GREENWALD
The training will
be integrated on
campus during the day and in afterschool and summer programs with support from experts in the mental health
industry, he said.
Trauma that students come to school
with could be a result of poverty or witnessing violence or being a victim of
violence.
“If you are a victim of violence and
no one addresses that, that can be devastating to you in your career,” he said.
“Things get stunted for you and you get
on a trajectory out of school.”

“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News,
can be seen on The Daily News Video
page, video.memphisdailynews.com.
Greenwald became CEO of the foundation last summer. It is connected with
the separate Stax Music Academy and the
museum, which funds both the charter
school and the music academy.
About one-third of the students in the
music academy are also students at the
charter school.
“It’s great if we produce stars and
people who succeed in the music industry,” Greenwald said. “But it’s about
providing a quality youth development
program and education facility.”
The museum is also talking more
these days with Stax Records, the division
of Concord Music based in Los Angeles.
Stax’s roster of 13 contemporary artists
includes the Memphis band Southern
Avenue. The centerpiece of the museum
is a recreated Studio A that is capable of

being used for recordings.
“You could record in our studio A
and we have hook-ups and people have
recorded and broadcast out of there before,” Greenwald said. “I would love to
figure out how we get musicians to record
in there. It’s something that we are thinking of moving forward.”
Melissa Etheridge, who is also among
the contemporary artists on the Stax label, recorded her 2016 album “Memphis
Rock and Soul” – music dominated by
covers of Stax classics – at nearby Royal
Studios.
Greenwald is a returning Memphian,
who before he moved back to the city
for the Soulsville job had been leading
a youth violence collaborative program
with the city of Philadelphia.
“There’s all this energy around health
and food and youth development and
reentry and workforce development,”
he said of the city’s current atmosphere.
“It’s all this energy to make a difference.”
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POLITICS

Governor’s Race Mixes Political
Culture With Nuts and Bolts Policy
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

As most of the other major contenders
for Tennessee governor were on the same
stage in Nashville last week, Republican
Diane Black was in East Memphis meeting
with a group of 15 local homebuilders. It
was one in a set of meetings with small
groups of potential supporters Black held
in and around Memphis.
The congresswoman from Gallatin
touted her role as chair of the House
Budget Committee in the passage of a
Republican budget that set the stage for
the tax reform bill passed at the end of
2017. She called the budget “my greatest
accomplishment.”
“The mandatory spending was out of
control,” she said at the West Tennessee
Home Builders Association gathering.
“And we were able to pass a conservative
budget last year that really did change the
culture in Washington to look at programs
and say, ‘Do we need to reform them to
save money?’”
Black’s emphasis on political culture is
in stark contrast to Democratic contender
Karl Dean’s call last week in Nashville at
the Tennessee Press Association forum
and elsewhere for a governor divorced
from “ideology” – in the words of the former Nashville mayor.

“

I’ll never walk away from
who I am and who I believe
the state is. We’ll work with
people from all walks of life.
That’s obviously what you
do as governor. You hear
everybody’s voice.”
–U.S. Rep. Diane Black,
Republican contender for Tennessee governor

Republican contender Randy Boyd,
the former state commissioner of economic and community development, debuted
an ad last week touting his “conservative
values.”
“Randy Boyd believes the right to life
comes from God not the government,” the
voiceover says. “That all Tennesseans who
can work should work, not permanently
live on welfare – that illegal is illegal. That
we must enforce our laws.”
As the ad debuted, Black questioned
Boyd’s conservatism, suggesting he
should “apologize for the fact that he
abandoned President Trump in the last
election.”
Black’s Sunday Super Bowl ads in
Tennessee television markets targeted

national anthem protests in the NFL
regular season.
“It’s too bad the league doesn’t respect
the patriotism of our national anthem,”
Black says in the ad.
The ad reflects “Tennessee values,”
Black told the homebuilders group and
others.
“It’s not like that everywhere else. If
you travel to other places you see it,” she
said. “I’m going to protect it. So if you
send me a bill that says there’s going to
be transgender bathrooms in elementary
schools, I’m going to veto it. And I’m not
going to be afraid to say it’s wrong for us.
It doesn’t match our Tennessee values.”
Black said later this is a place for ideology in how the state is governed.
“I’ll never walk away from who I am
and who I believe the state is,” she said.
“We’ll work with people from all walks
of life. That’s obviously what you do as
governor. You hear everybody’s voice.”
She told the homebuilders she would
review each and every department of state
government if elected governor. And she
was specifically critical of the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation. TDEC oversight of wetlands is
where homebuilders most often interact
with the agency.
“These regulations that are coming out
of TDEC at the state level are just unbelievable,” she said.
Black said later there is a need for
TDEC and protection of environmental
standards.
“Obviously we want that,” she said.
“But we also don’t want to go beyond what
is already set up by the federal government
and put too much burden on our businesses that they won’t operate.”
Black joined Republican rival Bill Lee,
the owner of a mechanical contractor
business in Franklin, in calling for a return
to high school vocational education as
an alternative to college for high school
graduates.
“I think we put too much emphasis on
college. We’ve said everybody’s got to go
to college and if you don’t go to college, by
the way, you are somehow not as worthy
as somebody else who did go to college,”
she said. “I run into people who are not
equipped to go to college. It’s just not one
of their God-given talents and they feel
badly about that. And they don’t know
what to do and they wander around and
don’t go to work.”
Boyd is the architect of Gov. Bill
Haslam’s administration’s “Drive to 55”
effort toward more completion of college
and career training as well as the “Tennessee Promise” program – a last-dollar
scholarship program guaranteeing two
years of free education at a community
college or TCAT, Tennessee College of
Applied Technology. He has called for
CTE – career technical education – centers
at or near high schools.
Black also called for “some form of
broadband” in every Tennessee county.
After her talk with the homebuilders,

Republican contender for governor and U.S. Rep. Diane Black talked with smaller
groups in Memphis last week at several gatherings, including a lunch at the West
Tennessee Home Builders Association. 
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
Black said that might include the city of
Chattanooga’s controversial entry into the
broadband business and expansion of it to
Bradley County. The federal approval of the
expansion of Chattanooga broadband was
opposed by the Haslam administration.

“Whatever it takes to get us there,”
Black said when asked specifically about
Chattanooga’s venture. “We have to think
outside the box. Maybe it is a public-private
partnership. But it will be different depending on the community.”
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Filing and Fundraising Pace
Quickens in County Elections
BILL DRIES

Republican contender for county
mayor Terry
Roland told supporters last week
in Millington that
his experience as
a county commissioner should
make up for a gap
in his fundraising.

bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Two of the five major contenders for Shelby County mayor in the
May 1 primaries have six-figure
campaign war chests and a third is
just a few thousand dollars away.
That’s according to campaign
finance statements filed last week
with the Shelby County Election
Commission for the period July 1,
2017, to the end of 2017.
Republican contender and
outgoing County Trustee David
Lenoir has $345,437 in cash on
hand. He raised $232,740 from
July 1 to the end of 2017 and had
another $164,946 in his account at
the start of July. He spent $52,248
for the period that began in July.
Republican contender and
outgoing Juvenile Court Clerk Joy
Touliatos reported $210,055 in
her campaign account at the end
of 2017. The $225,558 she raised
starting in July included a $15,000
transfer from her clerk campaign
account and another $100,000 she
loaned her campaign. Touliatos
spent $15,503 during the period.
Democratic contender and
state Sen. Lee Harris has $92,259
in the bank and raised $108,486 in
the July-January period, spending
$16,227.
With the Feb. 15 deadline for
candidates to file their qualifying
petitions for a place on the ballot,
the candidates will be spending more as well as raising more
money in the appeal to voters up to
the April 11-26 early voting period.

(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

“I’m going to raise enough
money to do what we need to
do,” county commissioner and
Republican contender for mayor
Terry Roland told a group of 40
supporters last week at a Millington fundraiser. “But money
ain’t going to buy this election.
… All of them put together ain’t
got enough behind them as far as
having a record as we do.”
Roland’s report showed he
has $16,319 on hand. He raised
$32,165 for the period and had
another $9,055 going into July. He
has spent $24,900.
Roland says his advantage is
his experience as a county commissioner for eight years in a form
of government where the commission has more oversight over
the mayor than the City Council
has over the Memphis mayor.
“It’s not about who can manage,” he said, referring to Lenoir
and Touliatos. “It’s about who
can manage and make things happen. … I know it is going to take a
relationship between me and the
commission to get things done.”

Former Shelby County commissioner and Democratic contender Sidney Chism reported
$8,107 on hand at the end of 2017
after raising $10,550 and spending $2,443.
The winners of the May primaries for 23 county offices advance to the August county general elections.
The Shelby County Commission will see a turnover of a
majority of its 13 seats no matter
who wins – at least seven. Five of
the current incumbents are termlimited, Republican David Reaves
decided not to seek a second term
and Republican George Chism is
running for trustee.
The two busiest county commission primary races so far are
all Democratic affairs. Seven citizens have pulled petitions in the
Democratic primary for District 9,
the seat Democratic incumbent
Justin Ford is giving up because
of term limits and to run for state
Senate in the August primaries.
Through last week, city council member Edmund Ford Jr.,

Justin Ford’s cousin, had filed
along with Jonathan M. Lewis, an
appraiser with the Shelby County
Assessor’s office.
No one has pulled a petition
for the companion Republican
primary.
The District 8 commission seat
has drawn five likely candidates to
date – all in the Democratic primary. The seat is currently held
by Democrat Walter Bailey, who
is term-limited.
So far, Mickell Lowery and J.B.
Smiley Jr. have filed. Lowery, who
ran for Memphis City Council in
2015, is chairman of the Memphis
Housing Authority board. Smiley
is an attorney with his own law
practice and a founder of the
neighborhood investment fund
S&F Unlimited LLC.
By contrast, District 4 Republican incumbent Mark Billingsley
has no primary or Democratic
opposition at this point.
And the race for Chism’s District 2 seat has one contender, David Clyde Bradford Jr. of Collierville, in the Republican primary.
Bradford is senior principal at SSR
mechanical engineering firm.
Going into the last full week for
candidates to file their qualifying
petitions for the May 1 county primary ballot, a total of 95 petitions
had been pulled by prospective
candidates and 43 had been filed.
The race for Shelby County
Clerk has drawn the most interest
of any race to date with 10 petitions pulled for the office now held
by Republican Wayne Mashburn,

who is term-limited and running
in the Republican primary for
Register of Deeds.
Four candidates have filed:
Democrats Jamal Whitlow and
Mondell Williams along with
Republicans Arnold Weiner and
Sohelia Kail.
Whitlow is an event promoter
who served on the Beale Street
Tourism Development Authority.
Williams is service manager at
Independent Realtors Trust.
Weiner works in the Shelby
County Criminal Court Clerk’s office and is a long-time member of
the local Republican Party Steering Committee. Kail is a manager
and auditor for the Shelby County
Sheriff’s Office.
In the race for County Trustee
there are nine potential contenders with petitions out.
Chism is the only candidate of
either party to file for the office as
of last week. There are two other
potential contenders for the Republican primary – Attorney Keith
Alexander, who was the Republican nominee for Property Assessor in 2014, and Dexter L. Orman
of Arlington, a staff accountant at
Leading Edge Professionals Inc.
The six Democrats with petitions out include attorney and
former Trustee Regina Morrison
Newman, whom Lenoir beat in
2010 to claim the office; former
Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division president Joseph
Lee; Rhonda Munn Banks, the
Democratic nominee for Circuit
Court Clerk in the 2014 elections;
Derrick Bennett, the Democratic
nominee for Trustee in 2014; M.
LaTroy Williams, a perennial candidate and owner of several different endorsement ballots who
has sometimes claimed to be the
Democratic nominee even after
losing the primary election; and
David Vinciarelli, who has run for
numerous offices in recent years.

G OV E R N M E N T

Commissioners Call for Elected County Utility Board
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners approved Monday, Feb. 5, a first step toward
providing county sewer services with a
resolution supporting state legislation that
would allow for an elected county utility
board. The resolution by county commissioner Terry Roland passed on an 8-0 vote
of the body.
State law currently requires such a
utility board to be appointed. Roland’s
resolution, which becomes part of the
county’s legislative agenda being pushed
in the Tennessee Legislature, would call
for those served by a county utility to elect
the utility board.
“This has nothing to do with Memphis
Light, Gas and Water,” Roland said before

the vote Monday. “It’s to cover the sewer
system if we take it over, and the fire department. There is a very, very good chance that
there is a lot of areas to be de-annexed by
the state.”
A city of Memphis edict in August ended
all new connections to the Memphis sewer
system for developments outside the Memphis city limits. The cutoff means county
government will likely soon be getting into
the business of providing such sewer services for unincorporated Shelby County. As
that is happening, the city is also moving to
de-annex two areas – an uninhabited part
of the southwest Memphis Cypress Creek
flood plain and a portion of Eads that is
currently within the city of Memphis.
Roland’s proposal, if enacted by the
Tennessee Legislature, would also change
the setting of fire fees in unincorporated
Shelby County to a rate set by the utility

board. Currently the fire fees are set by the
county public works division director.
Roland’s proposal is that any fire fee rate
hike of more than 10 percent would require
approval by the county commission as well.
Commissioners also set new rules
Monday for using telephone conference
calls and Skype to attend twice-a-month
committee meetings. The rules, proposed
by commission chairwoman Heidi Shafer
and approved 8-0, allow commissioners to
connect remotely to the committee meetings no more than twice in a calendar year
at the agreement of the chair.
In committee sessions, the commissioners joining the meeting remotely can
participate in the discussion at the discretion of the committee chairman, but cannot
vote on anything taken up in committee.
The Memphis City Council has similar
voting prohibitions on members who join

committee sessions remotely. Most city and
county boards also prohibit those joining
by conference call from voting on matters.
Shafer suggested the rule change after
the recent ice and snow that prevented
some commissioners from attending committee meetings. “We just want to have
some kind of structure,” she said Monday.
“The people’s business must go on. This is
a way to make sure we can do that even in
some extreme circumstances.”
In other action, the commission approved Monday the purchase of four pieces
of heavy maintenance equipment – one
rubber-tire backhoe, two four-wheel drive
cab tractors and a fairway mower – for a
total of $235,952. The backhoe is for the
Shelby County Cemetery. The two tractors
are for parks and grounds maintenance.
And the fairway mower is for the Edmund
Orgill Golf Course.
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Glassman to Tax Pros: Take a Lesson
From the Tortoise, Not the Hare
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Richard Glassman’s spacious office
in Downtown Memphis is cluttered like a
closet, but holds the history of a museum.
Everything from a cap signed by actor Tom
Cruise back when “The Firm” was being
filmed in Memphis, to a framed and autographed No. 45 Michael Jordan Chicago
Bulls jersey, to a stuffed cobra positioned
under his desk, looking ready to pounce.
The snake was a gift from Glassman’s
first $1 million client.
“She said that snake reminded her of
me,” he said.
Glassman is senior shareholder and
president of Glassman, Wyatt, Tuttle and
Cox P.C. He has been at this lawyering
business since the early 1970s. But just so
you don’t get the wrong impression, his
office also holds multiple pictures from
Glassman’s recent trip to Dubai. With a
young man named William Terrell who
has become an attorney and remains a
friend; the two met through the Big Brothers Big Sisters program and Terrell even
lived with Glassman and his family.
The secret Glassman doesn’t want told
because he has a lawyer’s reputation to
protect? He can be a pretty nice guy.
Recently, he was kind enough to sit
down with The Memphis News for a Q&A
on his area of expertise: professional malpractice, including accounting, legal and
medical malpractice, as well as real estate,
dental and architectural malpractice,
among others.
Glassman has tried more than 250 jury
cases as lead counsel and deposed more
than 2,000 fact and expert witnesses. He is
a graduate of the University of Memphis
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law and
Hastings College of Law in San Francisco.
Answers to questions were edited only
for length and clarity.
Q. Where do accountants, for example, tend to find trouble and need the
services of someone such as yourself?
Glassman: Not just accountants, I
think it’s across the board that professionals tend not to ask for help. When they
think, but they’re not sure, they may have
made an error, that’s the time to reach out
to somebody. Even if it’s just somebody
in your own office, a different set of eyes
may see it differently and you may be able
to correct the mistake before it can’t be
remedied.
Q. It sounds like they get caught off
guard in some instances?
Glassman: At seminars I’ve done for
lawyers and accountants, I’ll say that if
you made a mistake what you do next
is important because you don’t want to

hide it from your client. Because then it
appears to be a cover-up. You want to be
totally transparent with your client. If you
need help from someone else, that’s where
professionals don’t want to (reach out)
because there’s such a keen competition
for business. You don’t want to take your
client to someone else because then who
they are going to use the next time? The
one you used to fix it. But we don’t take
business that would come to us that way.
Q. We’re into tax season. Obviously
there’s a deadline, something journalists
can appreciate. Does that pose problems?
Glassman: With accountants, part of
what happens is they have this crunch
time. We lawyers have a year to work.
Accountants have this April 15 deadline
and are swamped and don’t see the light
of day. That can create some issues. But
accountants, the ones I’ve dealt with – and
one of my daughters is an accountant in
Washington, D.C. – are very dedicated.
You have to be to work the hours they
work. Generally, it’s the more complicated
returns where you see issues come up.
Q. What’s an example of a complicated return?
Glassman: An ESOP (Employee Stock
Ownership Plan), where the employees
of a corporation are buying the entity
from the owner. There are valuation issues there that are very important to the
Internal Revenue Service to protect the
employees from being taking advantage
of by the owner. That has been the subject
of a fair amount of litigation and a fair
amount of investigation by the Department of Labor. In real estate, really large
holdings, there have been issues at times
because of changes in law and valuation,
trying to take more deductions than you
should. Because the taxpayer always
wants to take as much deduction as possible, the tax preparer always wants to do
things within the confines of the Internal
Revenue code and therein lies a little bit
of a conflict sometimes.
Q. And time could be a factor in these
situations?
Glassman: Lawyers come out of law
school waiting to last minute to do everything. Accountants are the same way.
We’ve had situations where we were handling matters for accountants, and they
waited too long and missed a deadline
– not filing the return on time, not fully
listing assets. It’s a problem.
Q. How have things changed since the
1970s, when you started?
Glassman: Suits against accountants
are rare. But going back to the ’70s, it
didn’t exist. Suits against lawyers, suits
against accountants … you didn’t see any.

Attorney Richard Glassman, senior shareholder and president of Glassman, Wyatt,
Tuttle & Cox P.C., says accountants can safeguard against malpractice suits by
slowing down and asking for help when needed.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
It’s just within the last 15 years that it’s
become more commonplace to sue professionals. Of course, there’s been a huge
increase in medical negligence lawsuits.
Q. Do the new federal tax laws pose
some potential problems?
Glassman: I don’t think anybody is
quite sure what we’re about to get. There
are some things that are very easy for tax
reduction. It was X and now it’s Y. But
there are some other nuances that are a
little bit more difficult. Pass-through. Income. And things of that nature. The IRS is
going to have to help tell the tax preparers
what it means.
Q. Until the IRS provides more clarity, do you expect professionals to push
the envelope?
Glassman: That’s true in any business.
… If it’s allowed and can increase your
profits or help your customers, why not?
As long as it’s legal. Where that line is can
sometimes be gray.
Q. The cost isn’t gray once you go to
trial, though, is it?
Glassman: I have tried a couple of accounting malpractice cases and it can be
tremendously expensive, expert-driven.
Detail-driven. You’re not gonna get out
for less than $50,000, and that would be
real frugal. Had a case that went on 4 1/2
months. Very complicated fight between
optometrists and ophthalmologists.
There were so many lawyers the judge
had to redo the configuration of the
courtroom. Total hourly rate of all the
lawyers in that court room was $5,000 to
$7,000 an hour.
Q. So what’s your general advice for
accountants and other professionals,

especially this time of year when there
is that April 15 deadline looming?
Glassman: Slow down. Pay attention.
Meet deadlines. Pretty basic. If you get
going too fast, trying to serve too many
customers, quality could – not necessarily
will, but could – be affected.
Q. Any other safeguards?
Glassman: In accounting, if the work
was reviewed by a peer – and accountants
have that available – it’s pretty solid that
you got it right. Even if something happens later on and somebody else says you
got it wrong, what else could you have
done? So that’s something that a lot of
accountants don’t take advantage of. It
does increase the cost for the clients, but
it is a way to take an extra step to ensure
the work is accurate.
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ATA Expands Memphis Presence
With Cannon & Co. Acquisition

“

ATA really wants to invest in
Memphis. It’s a great market
with a lot of good companies
and entrepreneurial
businesses, and that’s who
we serve.”
–Mark Puckett, ATA member/partner

(Left to right) Cathy Sanborn, Cathy Messerly, Charles McLean and J. Schifani are among the members/partners in Alexander
Thompson Arnold’s Memphis office. The regional accounting firm recently acquired Cannon & Co.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

Regional accounting firm Alexander
Thompson Arnold PLLC kicked off the
new year with the acquisition of Memphis-based Cannon & Co., strengthening
its footprint in the market with an eye on
future growth and expansion.
“There’s a very similar culture with
the two firms, with lots of long-term
Memphis roots,” said Cathy Sanborn, a
member/partner in Alexander Thompson
Arnold’s Memphis office.
ATA traces its roots back to the 1940s
and 1950s, when Grady Arnold, William
P. Alexander Jr. and Jimmy Thompson
started their own practices around West
Tennessee. Their firms merged in 2007
and continued to grow through others
mergers and acquisitions.
The firm’s Memphis office opened
in July 2016, following a merger with
Collins Thomas & Associates P.C., then
merged with McLean and Associates in
January 2017.

With the acquisition of Cannon & Co.,
a firm founded in 1959, ATA’s Memphis
office now has 50 employees. Companywide, it touts more than 150 employees
spanning 17 offices in four states – 11 in
Tennessee, four in Kentucky, and one
each in Mississippi and Indiana.
“I think the partners at Cannon &
Co. saw the need to turn the reins over
to a younger group,” said Terryl Viner,
ATA member/partner and employee
with Cannon & Co. since 1989. “They
had a great reputation, so we felt like it
would be a perfect fit. Each one of us has
strengths that blend well together.”
Those strengths included Cannon &
Co.’s departmentalized structure, with
strong tax and audit divisions.
“We had been more generalists and
were ready to departmentalize and to
take advantage of specializing in those
areas,” Sanborn said. “It’s created a lot of
energy, more energy together than each
firm had separately. People are enjoying
working together in new teams.”
ATA services a number of different

business lines that Cannon & Co. did
not have, including employee benefit
plan audits and administration; human
resources consulting; and a technology
group that handles a number of services,
including system selection, web hosting,
business evaluation, litigation support,
banking practice and other tech areas.
“As ATA has grown over the years,
they’ve branched out in different areas
to serve the needs of their clients, and
they’ve partnered up with strong professionals in each of those business units
who are obviously making a difference
and growing their practices based on
those strengths and very good outcomes
for clients,” said new ATA member/partner Mark Puckett, who joined the firm in
December.
Consolidation among accounting
firms has become a widespread trend
as partners at firms across the country
approach retirement age and look for a
succession plan to ensure their clients’
continued care.
ATA’s acquisition of Cannon & Co.

and subsequent transition took about six
months to complete.
“ATA really wants to invest in Memphis,” said Puckett, who has worked in the
industry for the past 37 years. “It’s a great
market with a lot of good companies and
entrepreneurial businesses, and that’s
who we serve.”
In mid-January, the Memphis office
relocated to the Crye-Leike Commercial
building at 6525 N. Quail Hollow Road.
“These new offices allow for the
consolidation of the practice just in time
for our busy season and provides an opportunity for collaboration amongst the
professionals, getting to know each other,
to work with each other, and to bring the
best of the two firms to the clients early
in the season,” Puckett said.
In conjunction with the acquisition,
several Cannon & Co. employees took on
new roles at ATA effective Jan. 1: Cathy
Messerly and J. Schifani were promoted
to partner, and David Cuicchi and David
Curbo became principals.
“One of the things that’s unique about
our Memphis office is that of our six
partners, three are women and three are
men, and I don’t think you will find that
at any other firm in Memphis,” Sanborn
said. “That brings a unique perspective
on businesses, and we can serve womenowned and family businesses.”
For the upcoming tax season, the
firm is taking on additional interns and
administrative staff.
“We are excited to continue our firm’s
growth in the Memphis market,” said ATA
managing partner John Whybrew. “With
Cannon’s additions to the ATA team, it
greatly strengthens our capabilities to
successfully serve this market well, and
we are looking forward to a bright future
together.”
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Dixon Hughes Goodman Taps New Managing Partner
ANDY MEEK

than 2,500 dealerships across all 50 states,
representing businesses of all sizes – including six of the top 10 dealership groups
in the country.
By arraying the firm’s talent and
Buddy Dearman’s new role at accounting firm Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP is as industry focuses the way it does, DHG
much about cars and automobile dealer- can learn all it can and make itself hyperships, and the entrepreneurs behind them, attuned to the needs of dealership clients.
And the firm can use its knowledge and
as it is about numbers on a spreadsheet.
relationships with the industry to
The way Dixon Hughes is set
help identify solutions surup, the firm – one of the top
rounding dealership trends
20 public accounting firms
and issues specific to the
in the nation, with more
sector, such as mergers
than 2,000 people in 13
and acquisitions, facilistates – offers compreties and factory matters,
hensive assurance, tax
performance, succession
and advisory services.
planning, risk and reguAnd in addition to servlatory, and people and
ing clients in all 50 states
talent acquisition.
as well as internationally,
“It’s not dissimilar to what
it focuses on several distinct
you see in lots of other
industry lines.
BUDDY DEARMAN
businesses,” Dearman
They include dealersaid. “People that can efships, which Dearman was
just tapped to lead in December from the ficiently understand the business issues,
the terminology, how they make money,
firm’s office at 999 S. Shady Grove Road.
Dearman is the new managing partner all the different things like that are going
of DHG Dealerships, whose clients sell to have an advantage. If I own a bank, for
everything from cars to heavy trucks, mo- example, I’m going to probably look for
torcycles, four-wheelers, Jet Skis and the a CPA firm that has an industry focus in
like. It’s a unit of DHG that serves more banking so that I’m not having to train my

ameek@memphisdailynews.com

accountants when they walk in the door
about my business.
“That’s one of our value propositions
– that we understand the industry way
beyond just their financial, accounting
and tax needs.”
It’s also no accident that Dearman is
in the position he’s in. He’s had this same
focus throughout his career – and, technically, he’s been with the same firm for his
entire career, if you take into account the
mergers that have been part and parcel of
the accounting industry in Memphis.
He started with George B. Jones & Co.
in the 1980s. That was an automotive-only
accounting firm that worked exclusively
with automobile dealerships. Its founder
also used to work for General Motors a few
decades prior.
“I stayed with that firm until ’93,”
Dearman said. “Then I went to Rhea &
Ivy, and somewhere about 2002 George
B. Jones merged with the Dixon Hughes
firm. And then Rhea & Ivy merged with
Dixon Hughes, so it’s kind of full-circle
for me. I started out with a firm that was
nothing but automotive that ultimately
became part of the firm that I’m now with
and where I’m now the managing partner
of that group.”
The mix of businesses Dearman’s

group works with is skewed heavily
towards automobiles and heavy trucks –
about 98 percent falling into those buckets.
The rest include, among others, so-called
“power sports” clients that sells fourwheelers and the like.
Dearman has more than 30 years of
experience working with dealerships
and their owners. He heads a 25-partner
leadership team and more than 160 professionals focused on serving the dealership
industry.
Dearman succeeds Tim York, who
served as managing partner of DHG Dealerships since 2012. York has been working
with Dearman and the dealerships team
and clients as he assumes the firm-wide
leadership role of managing partner of
industries.
“What I really enjoy – and I’ve kind of
been through several phases in my career
– what I really enjoy is the ability to be
able to focus on kind of a single industry,”
Dearman said. “I like the ability to have a
deep knowledge about what I’m working
on, rather than working across half a dozen
different industries and having a shallow
knowledge.”
His group, relatively speaking, is small
DEARMAN continued on P39
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THE METRICS MAYOR
BILL DRIES

The Memphis News

A

t times in the last two years,
political supporters of Memphis
Mayor Jim Strickland have been
worried.
They agree with what got
him elected, his “brilliant at the basics”
philosophy that makes basic services and
fundamental play-it-safe financial strategies the priority at City Hall.
But they are concerned that he’s not
visible enough and not touting his accomplishments enough.
Halfway into a four-year term of office
and with plans to run for a second term in
2019, the attorney, one-time Shelby County
Democratic Party chairman and former
Memphis City Council member is secure
in his political and administrative methods.
“That’s just my personality and I’m not
going to be able to change,” Strickland said.
“I joked with someone in my office that
some people don’t get my rhetoric and the
response was, ‘You have no rhetoric.’ I’m
just a normal guy who just says directly
what I mean. And it’s not very flowery.
I’m not a great speaker. But again, I want
people to judge me by my actions.”
In his State of the City address last
month at the Memphis Kiwanis Club,
Strickland acknowledged some “long
nights” in his two years as mayor.
“Through it all we’ve tuned out the
noise and we focus on a central mission
to improve the services we offer to our
citizens,” he said. “We don’t get involved in
partisan politics of the day or the shouting
matches that too often define politics these
days. … We shut up, we roll up our sleeves
and we take action.”
Strickland may be the first metrics
mayor with an approach to setting a goal,
a date for milestones on the way, and then
measuring it on an ongoing basis. Past
mayors have touted low property tax rates,
city reserve fund levels rebuilt and similar
financial milestones. Strickland talks about
the time it takes to answer 911 calls and
street paving miles and cycles.
“That is no small matter to me,” he
said. “There is no more visible sign to
citizens that the city cares about you and
your neighborhood than a fresh coat of
black top.”
It’s the kind of comment that drives
Strickland’s critics to social media.
And Strickland has many critics in the
social media-driven protest and social
justice movements that have raised their
profiles in the last two years.
The most consistently critical has been
the Memphis Coalition of Concerned Citizens, the group that formed in the wake of
the July 2016 Black Lives Matter protest that
shut down the Hernando DeSoto Bridge for
several hours.
The group has been critical of Strickland lately for the city’s “I Am Memphis”
theme promoting the city’s formal obser-

Jim Strickland measures first two years as Memphis mayor
vances of the 50th anniversary of the 1968
sanitation workers strike and the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Al Lewis and others in the coalition say
the slogan, derived from the iconic “I Am
A Man” sign the strikers used, is offensive
and symptomatic.
“We shall fear no evil, Mr. Mayor, because we got a big-ass stick called truth to
confront and slay the dragon of lies and the
snare of deceit,” Lewis said in December
outside City Hall. “No, this isn’t 1968 all
over again. It is a succession of years and
times and policies and practices repeating
themselves over and over again.”
In response to criticism of the slogan,
Strickland says some of the 1968 strikers
were on the city committee that came up
with it.
“I’m not a very creative person so I trust
the group that came up with it. I do think
it is appropriate,” he said. “I think it is a
very, very small group of people who are
not satisfied. You can’t satisfy everyone.”
He wasn’t so passive when leaders of
Take Them Down 901, the local group
calling for the immediate removal of Confederate monuments, challenged him to

take down the statues and abandon the
strategy of seeking permission from the
state or getting a court ruling.
“The reasons they are not taking down
the statue is that it is illegal and they would
be held accountable,” he said months before the Dec. 20 removal of the monuments
in Health Sciences Park and Memphis Park
following the city council’s sale of the parks
to a private nonprofit. “But it’s OK if I break
the law? We are not going to break the law
at City Hall.”
Take Them Down 901 founder Tami
Sawyer was just as adamant in what
amounted to a difference over tactics and
timing toward the same goal.
“We tell our city, have bold and courageous leadership,” she said at an October
“die-in” protest outside FedExForum. “Be
brave. Listen to the people and take them
down.”
She wasn’t the only citizen who questioned the city’s strategy.
State Sen. Lee Harris, a former City
Council member, didn’t question Strickland’s intent or that he was “on our side”
on the basic question.
“But I do think we have exaggerated

some of the penalties,” he said. “I can’t
imagine how city workers that destroy city
property could be guilty of something. They
own the property.”
Strickland called the scenario “goofy.”
Any idea that Sawyer’s criticism of
Strickland was part of a larger strategy in
which the two approaches were somehow
united below the rancorous surface was
dispelled the August Saturday that Strickland was among those marking the opening
of the Crosstown Concourse development.
As that was underway, Sawyer and
several hundred protesters were in Health
Sciences Park around the statue of Nathan
Bedford Forrest with a heavy police presence close by.
When several people in the crowd attempted to climb onto the statue and cover
it with a sheet, police arrested six people.
Charges were later dismissed against
all six arrested.
The differences cover a lot of ground including a die-in on the lawn of Strickland’s
house at the end of his first year in office, a
resulting list of 81 people requiring a police
escort anytime they came to City Hall and a
lawsuit over the list that alleges police had

Through it all we’ve tuned out the noise and we focus on a central mission
to improve the services we offer to our citizens. We don’t get involved in
partisan politics of the day or the shouting matches that too often define
politics these days. … We shut up, we roll up our sleeves and we take action.”
–Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland, delivering his State of the City address

to the Memphis Kiwanis Club
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been conducting surveillance of
protesters from a wide range of
causes in violation of a 40-yearold federal court consent order.
Strickland said he reluctantly
agreed to authorize police to
arrest protesters at his home in
the future after the die-in. Police
then transferred the names of
those protesters, and others from
later demonstrations – including
a protest outside the Valero plant
in southwest Memphis – to the
City Hall list. Strickland said they
were added to the list without
his knowledge. All were then
removed from the City Hall list.
CIRCLING THE MEMPHIS
WAGONS
The second half of Strickland’s
current term of office could see
“brilliant at the basics” coexist
with more familiar political and
mayoral goals. That starts with
MLK 50 observances this spring,
while planning continues for the
200th anniversary of the city’s
founding in 2019.
Strickland has talked a lot
about putting the city’s best face
forward as the national media
focuses on Memphis in April.
The strike anniversary was instrumental in the city setting a
goal of having the Confederate
monuments removed well in advance of the April 4 observances
of King’s assassination. The possibility that the Legislature would
change state laws again, making
it even more difficult to remove
such monuments was the major
reason why the administration’s
goal was to do it sooner – by the
end of 2017.
Strickland has also touted the
administration’s proposal to pay
the surviving sanitation workers
from 1968 $70,000 each – a higher
amount than the administration
initially proposed after wording
in the resolution prepared by the
administration gave two conflicting dollar figures.
The city marks its 200th anniversary in 2019 with plans for
a Bicentennial Gateway development that takes in the Memphis
Cook Convention Center, the
nine-block Pinch District area
between the Pyramid and St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital’s campus. The Pinch, which
is now mostly surface parking
lots, would use city-funded infrastructure changes and $9 billion
in programming and physical
expansion by St. Jude to leverage
private investment. The bicentennial plans also include the rollout
of a new 20-year plan for future
development of the city called
Memphis 3.0.
City council member Janis
Fullilove, at the first council briefing on the ambitious bicentennial
plans, was quick to note that all
of that takes place in a city election year.
“This is a bunch of bull,”
she said at the end of the first

Tami Sawyer, leader of the Take Them Down 901 movement, clashed with Strickland over the timing
and strategy of removing Confederate monuments, even though they agreed on the general idea.
Sawyer and others involved in that and other causes also have been critical of Strickland’s backing
of Memphis Police Department methods for handling protests. 
(Memphis News File/Bill Dries)
Strickland monitored Jan. 6
protests around Health Sciences Park from the Memphis
Police Real Time Crime Center.
(City of Memphis)

council briefing on Memphis 3.0
in December of 2016. “It doesn’t
take three years. It sounds like a
political thing.”
Hours later Fullilove moderated her comments somewhat, an
indication that a more fluid
relationship exists between
the mayor and council than his
predecessor A C Wharton had.
“I know all of us want the same
thing,” Fullilove said. “Some of us
think we may have to go different
routes to get it. I don’t bite my
tongue. But I’m willing to work
so we can get things done in this
city.”
Some of the criticism reflects
on ongoing civic restlessness that
was a factor in Strickland’s upset
of Wharton in the 2015 mayor’s
race. Strickland capitalized on
that restlessness but he didn’t
create it. And it remains present
to some degree two years out from
city elections.
At times, the administration’s
low-key approach has lacked
some transparency.
That was the case with Strickland’s August decision to end new
connections to the city’s sewer
system for developments outside
the city limits.
Strickland later said he regretted not consulting with other
elected leaders in the county, including the mayors of the county’s

six suburban towns and cities
whose sewer agreements with the
city remain intact.
The sewer cutoff decision is
exhibit A in how the basics can
intersect with larger issues and
goals.
“For too long the city of Memphis helped subsidize its own
population loss with this policy,”
Strickland said of sewer connections in the suburbs. “We put an
end to that and we are reinvesting in our current sewer system.
… After decades and decades
of sprawl, our administration is
taking Memphis in a different
direction.”
The Tennessee Legislature
had ended annexation by ordinance, requiring people living in
areas to be annexed to approve
such a move in voter referendums, then approved bills to
allow areas previously annexed
to approve de-annexation by
referendum.
The annexation moves played
a role in the sewer cutoff edict.
Strickland rallied and bulked
up the city’s lobbying efforts and
banded with the mayors of Knoxville and Chattanooga to delay
the de-annexation legislation. He
then embraced the concept with
the city making the call on what
areas are to be de-annexed.
The administration is prepar-

ing to move ahead with the deannexation of two areas of the city
– the part of Eads that is within the
city limits and uninhabited flood
plain acreage in southwest Memphis near Cypress Creek. While
the specific proposals aren’t
controversial, the larger issue of
the city giving up acreage – any
acreage – means the council vote
for a referendum will likely not be
unanimous.
Strickland has linked it to the
foundation of his 2015 campaign
for mayor – the city’s drop in
population for decades when annexation is not considered.
“More than $11 billion in
recent, current or future development is going on in the greater
Memphis area. And the kicker is
most of that – the vast majority of
that – is within the Memphis city
limits,” he said in his State of the
City address. “We will build up
not build out. Our growth will be
anchored on the strength of our
core and on our neighborhoods.
Our growth will enable opportunity for all Memphians.”
Strickland has applied the
same monitoring of percentages
to the city’s minority business
program – touting gains since he
took office while continuing to say
the percentage of city contracts
going to minority businesses is
not enough.
Upon taking office in 2016, he
combined two city offices working
on the issue. The effort now includes streamlining certification
of minority businesses to bid for
contracts and count toward the
percentage of contracts going to
minority businesses.
Strickland has outlined pro-

posed redevelopment plans for
the Memphis riverfront and the
Fairgrounds that also reflect a financial cautiousness. Each will be
pursued in parts over years as private investments partnered with
public infrastructure materialize.
The riverfront plan was rolled
out two months before the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art board
announced it was considering
moving out of Overton Park but
staying within the city. Its choice
of land highlighted in the riverfront plan as a possible site for a
“cultural asset” did a lot to counter cynicism about the riverfront
study, the latest of at least a dozen
proposed over the last 30 years.
But the plan rejected an earlier
proposal by RVC Outdoors head
Andy Cates to turn Mud Island
River Park into an outdoor resort
experience. Instead, the city plan
for Mud Island resurrects and
adapts an aquarium proposal first
floated by a private group for the
Pyramid before its conversion to a
Bass Pro Shops super store.
Strickland said he wanted to
preserve more of the river park
even with the addition of the
aquarium.
The Fairgrounds proposal
sticks to a youth sports tournament complex as the anchor of
the redevelopment. But it’s not a
complex that would incorporate a
readapted Mid-South Coliseum.
The mothballed arena instead
remains in limbo, prompting criticism from backers of a city renovation of the 50-year-old arena.
But the Fairgrounds plans
could have a catalyst similar to the
riverfront plans with word in late
January that the Shelby County
Schools central office is in the
due diligence phase of moving off
the more than 12 acres it owns at
Hollywood and Avery, next to the
Fairgrounds.
Former City Council member Bill Boyd not only served on
the council with Strickland, he’s
known every mayor under the
50-year-old mayor-council form
of government in Memphis and
worked for two of them.
He worked for city commissioner Hunter Lane in the transition from the commission form of
government to the mayor-council
form. One of Boyd’s tasks was
coordinating the move of city
government out of the courthouse
and into the then new City Hall
in 1966.
“Every one of them is different, of course, and has good and
bad points I would say,” Boyd
said of Strickland and his five
predecessors. “He does work kind
of quietly, behind the scenes. …
He’s good at planning.”
Boyd says letting actions
speak instead of the politician is
a difficult strategy to follow.
“That is tough for a politician
to be able to overcome the urge.
It’s tough to do and very few can
do that.”

www.thememphisnews.com

22 February 9-15, 2018

T E N N E S S E E L E G I S L AT U R E

Monument Bills Creating
State Heritage Battlegrounds
SAM STOCKARD
Nashville Correspondent

Legislative battles are looming
over a spate of bills designed to
hammer Memphis and any other
cities accused of violating the Tennessee Heritage Protection Act.
Lawmakers filed several pieces
of legislation aimed at punishing
local governments in the wake of
the Memphis City Council move
to topple the Nathan Bedford
Forrest statue in Health Sciences
Park and two other Confederate
monuments in another park by
selling the property to a newly
created nonprofit organization.
The legislation is drawing the
ire of Memphis legislators who
belong to the Black Caucus.
“I think that there is, in some
cases, a lack of respect for the
feelings of citizens where these
monuments of hate were put in
place,” said state Rep. Antonio
Parkinson, a Memphis Democrat.
“I think there’s a lack of sensitivity
in some of these cases, and I think
some of it is just venomous in their
approach to try to be punitive to
a city that didn’t want those sym-

bols standing over their citizens.”
Said Joe Towns, another
Memphis Democrat, “They’re
reaching. In my opinion it’s unconstitutional, and it’s retaliatory,
and it’s despicable if they would
even think of something that’s
retroactive.”
A separate complaint filed
against Memphis by the Sons of
Confederate Veterans and Forrest
descendants is to be considered
by the Tennessee Historical Commission at the direction of a Nashville chancellor within 60 days.
The State Comptroller’s Office
also is investigating the situation.
But several bills related to the
matter could be considered by the
time the matter reaches the commission or is partially resolved by
the comptroller’s report. Among
them:
•
The Tennessee Historic
Properties Act sponsored by Rep.
Matthew Hill (R-Jonesborough)
and Sen. Frank Nicely (R-Strawberry Plains) would allow the state
retroactively to take historical
property “in jeopardy of loss, destruction or exploitation” through
eminent domain. All properties
falling within the scope of the

Heritage Protection Act, such as
the Memphis monuments of Forrest and Confederacy President
Jefferson Davis would be jointly
owned by the state and the local
government. Local governments
would pay the costs of maintaining the property.
A willful violation of the Heritage Protection Act by transferring
or trying to transfer ownership of
historic property would “constitute grounds for ouster from office” for any local official involved
in a “violation.”
Nicely contends the state already has authority to condemn
such property.
“This just basically reminds
the cities that we can just take over
all these parks if we want to. And if
we do, we’ll pay them what it just
sold for,” Nicely said. “That park
just sold for $1,000, so we could
pick up a nice little piece of real
estate down there for the state,
and we could name it whatever
we wanted to.”
Nicely acknowledged the bill
probably won’t pass but he said it
will “send a message to Memphis
that we really, really don’t appreciate you acting like a third-world

One bill introduced in the General Assembly would allow the state
to retroactively take historical property through eminent domain,
clearly targeting statue removals in Memphis. (Memphis News File/Houston Cofield)
country. There’s ways to do things,
and that sets a bad precedent,
sneaking in there and trying to do
something.”
Shortly after the Memphis City
Council approved the sale of the
two parks to the nonprofit Memphis Greenspace, the monuments
were removed the same night after
dark and put away for safekeeping.
The City Council took action after
the Tennessee Historical Commission turned down its request for a
waiver to remove the monuments.
Memphis legislators have said
the City Council found a legal way
to have the statues removed after
the 2016 state law handcuffed
the city.
Asked if he felt the city found

a loophole in the law, Nicely said,
“No, they just ignored the law.
There’s not a loophole. But it
would be perfectly legal for us to
go down there and use eminent
domain and take that park over.”
•Legislation by Rep. Dawn
White (R-Murfreesboro) and Sen.
Mark Pody (R-Lebanon) would
prohibit public entities from
selling, donating or transferring
memorials “for the purpose of
circumventing the requirement
to obtain a waiver” because of an
“adverse ruling” by the Tennessee Historical Commission. The
measure would not be retroactive.
“What Memphis did was
monuments continued on P24
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Customer-Focused
Government Not
Always a Pleaser
Gov. Bill Haslam is fond of saying government should run more like a business,
and during his eighth and final State of the
State address he invoked the term “customer-focused” at least twice in a victory lap.
Touting education improvements, budget reductions, tax cuts, low unemployment
and a growing rainy day fund, the Republican governor says Tennessee made unprecedented strides during his two terms, largely
because of newfound efficiency.
“So, let me be clear, because of the
effectiveness of our work, Tennessee is in
a better place today than it has ever been
before,” the governor said in his speech.
Haslam is so fixated on customerfocused government, in fact, he started an
Office of Customer Focused Government
to align with his vision of running state
government in a business-like fashion.
“As the state’s consulting office, we
collaborate with state agencies to drive
innovation and operational efficiency to
benefit Tennesseans,” the office says in a
statement explaining its mission.
The office runs the executive branch’s
performance management system, making
sure each cabinet-level agency meets its
operating goals, “which are driven by the
governor’s priorities.”
Among its work, the office:
• Manages Transparent Tennessee, a
web tool providing people with information about the state’s visions, goals and
accomplishments, such as its AAA bond
ratings and how it compares with other
states. The tool “increases accountability”
by showing taxpayers how their dollars are
spent, and is being updated to Transparent
Tennessee 2.0.
• Leads Alternative Workplace Solutions, a program designed to increase
employee flexibility and productivity with
open and “collaborative” work space. In
turn, it reduces the state’s real estate needs.
• Handles the Governor’s Excellence in
Service Awards, which recognizes executive
branch employees who are “transforming”
the delivery of state services.
• Oversees facilities management in
an effort to improve the state’s real estate
portfolio and cut operating costs. (We’ll get
back to this later.)
• Runs EmPower TN, a statewide
program to reduce energy consumption
and lower utility costs in state-owned and
managed buildings. It’s averaging a 40
percent space reduction in places where
the program is being used.
• Handles the Governor’s Management
Fellowship, a program for those who want
to work for and learn from the state’s top
executives.
Customer Focused Government also
was involved in the 2015 move to a unified
logo, one in which the state paid a company
$46,000 to put TN on a red field. “This has
facilitated clear, consistent communication
in interactions with citizens and avoids the
cost of managing separate state agency
brand identities,” the office states.
Refusing to rest on its laurels, the office
is planning to launch a bevy of programs
in 2018 before Haslam heads for the hills.

Besides Transparent Tennessee 2.0, it
will start MyTN.gov, a mobile app to bolster accessibility to state services, Service
Partnership Agreements, which will clarify
responsibilities and set “performance metrics” for the General Services, Human Resources and Finance and Administration
departments and conduct Continuity of
State Operations to “facilitate a seamless
transition” for the next governor’s administration.
“The office has been at the forefront
of transforming state management and
operations to provide better services to our
citizens at a lower cost,” office director Terry
Cowles says. “Our office is the primary organization for determining how the state’s
resources can be better utilized to provide
for innovative services and operational
efficiency of taxpayer dollars. The projects
we have led are providing the state with
opportunities to save millions annually in
taxpayer dollars that will help maintain our
fiscal strength as we continue to provide for
the needs of our citizens into the future.”
MEASURING UP
Of course, all of this collaboration,
facilitation, transformation, accountability, interaction and metrics performance
doesn’t come without a price.
Cowles’ salary is $159,132, and his
deputy director makes $93,600. Two senior
management consultants are paid more
than $73,000, and a couple more personnel
make around $52,000. Four management
fellows also make more than $51,500.
That’s $714,300 in salaries alone to
make sure the state’s bureaucracy is welloiled. It must be noted the Department of
General Services is seeing a $183,900 reduction in recurring expenses for fiscal 2019
out of a $41.8 million department budget.
And when the state’s budget is projected
at $37.5 billion for next fiscal year, those 10
salaries barely register.
Then again, if you work in maintenance
or janitorial services for the University of
Tennessee and a government bureaucrat
sitting in the Tennessee Tower in downtown Nashville wants to turn you over to a
private company, possibly putting your job
at risk, you might take a little different view.
But that’s exactly what the Office of
Customer Focused Government did after it
outsourced 10 percent of state office space
to Chicago-based JLL a few years ago and
purportedly saved $10 million over two
years, according to the office.
Armed with those numbers, the office wanted to privatize all state building
maintenance.
Cowles told legislators the state could
save more than $35.8 million annually if
it turned over all facilities management to
a vendor, which turned out to be JLL. The
contract with the vendor was to contain
“strict language” prohibiting a reduction in
force and stating no “qualified and productive” employee would lose their job, words
sure to be comforting to state workers.
The proposal ran headlong into complaints from legislators and the United
Campus Workers. And so far just about
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every university in the state has stuck with
its own facilities management workers.
Likewise, a move to start privatizing
state parks appears to be doomed, and a
number of state workers at Fall Creek Falls
are set to lose their jobs this year when Tennessee tears down an inn there and builds
a new one.
State Rep. John Ray Clemmons is a constant critic of the Haslam administration’s
outsourcing effort.
“This notion of running this state like a
business or running government like a business is a falsehood that’s repeated time and
time again. But the reality is this is a public
service, and there is no comparison,” says
Clemmons, a Nashville Democrat.
“I’ve seen no evidence of any cost savings, any efficiencies or any benefit to the
people of Tennessee from this so-called
Office of Customer Focused Government.
All I have seen are massive layoffs, downsizing, cuts to vital state services and several
hardships created for Tennesseans.”
Clemmons suspects the office has been
involved in several other things lawmakers
“haven’t been able to sniff out yet,” and he
calls that another part of the problem.
“Nobody really knows what these
high-paid officials are up there cooking up,
what the next scheme is they’re cooking up
behind closed doors,” he adds.
Lt. Gov. Randy McNally, on the other
hand, says he’s noticed a “fairly steady
decrease” in the number of complaint
calls and letters he receives about basic
state services such as getting a driver’s
license or buying tags during the Haslam
administration.
Likewise, Sen. Ferrell Haile points to the
Secretary of State’s office as a good example
of increased efficiency over the last seven
years. It has gone from 450 positions to 350
people who do more work and handle more
programs, says Haile, a Gallatin Republican.
THE ANALYSIS
Gov. Haslam deserves some kudos for
trying to put as many people as possible in
junior college and technical school classrooms. Critics point out he’s doing it at the
expense of four-year university students
and the Hope Scholarship fund.
It’s hard to complain about tax cuts,
too, even though the state’s wealthiest
residents are getting the lion’s share of the
breaks through the Hall tax phase-out while
everyone else puts a few extra pennies in the
piggy bank after they leave the grocery store.
But while we can at least put a pencil
to some of those things, it’s harder to get a
grasp on the accomplishments of Haslam’s
Office of Customer Focused Government.
It does a lot of facilitating and interacting,
but it also has angered many people over
the last seven years, much of it with little
public notice, including its creation.
That’s not exactly the “customerfocused” thing to do.
Yet, it likely will continue in some form
or another under the next governor.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based reporter covering the Legislature for the Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News, Knoxville
Ledger and Hamilton County Herald. He
can be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.
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RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

It’s that time of year when many people find
themselves scrambling through file cabinets
and gathering receipts to file their yearly tax
return. Ray and Dana Brandon share tax-season tips to help you avoid common mistakes.

RANDY HUTCHINSON

GUEST COLUMN

Lining up a reputable locksmith before
you need one can help you steer clear of
scammers and unqualified technicians, says
Randy Hutchinson of the Better Business
Bureau, who shares the keys for finding a
locksmith you trust.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

Juice Plus president Jay Martin understands
that people sometimes ride on hope. Mary
C. McDonald shares how Martin’s entrepreneurial spirit has resulted in a creative
solution to provide Memphians reliable
transportation to work.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
While organizations need fundraising professionals, they also need board members
who are willing to give and raise funds, say
Mel and Pearl Shaw. This week, they share
specific steps to increase board giving and
engagement.

LORI TURNER- WILSON

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Brands bet big that their Super Bowl ads will
win consumers’ hearts and minds, but some
fail to deliver. Lori Turner-Wilson and her
team rate which game spots that were treats
to watch and which ones likely landed some
ad execs on the hot seat.
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Harwell to Back Medical Marijuana Bill
SAM STOCKARD

a method to rapidly screen compounds
for anticancer, antiviral, antimicrobial and
other medicinal uses from plants.

Nashville Correspondent

House Speaker Beth Harwell is supporting medical marijuana legislation, saying
she believes Tennesseans “deserve” an
option to dangerous opioids.
The Nashville Republican who is running for governor after some 30 years in the
House of Representative said she plans to
back a bill by Rep. Jeremy Faison legalizing
medical marijuana.
Faison wants Tennessee to join 30 states
that allow medical marijuana. The Virginia
General Assembly, for instance, recently
passed legislation allowing doctors to prescribe cannabis oils to patients and in 2017
adopted legislation allowing the cultivation
and manufacturing of cannabis oils for
people suffering from epilepsy.
“I think Tennesseans deserve it,” Harwell said as she finished touring the Tennessee Center for Botanical Medicine Research
at Middle Tennessee State University. “I
think without a doubt those states that have
this as an option, their opioids are down
25 percent, pain prescriptions are down
23 percent. It’s not the cure-all, it’s not the
complete answer, but I think it’s a part of it.”
The House speaker’s support for Faison’s legislation is critical for its passage,
and Harwell said she is keeping an “open
mind” about pain treatment alternatives,
even though medical marijuana is not a
part of Gov. Bill Haslam’s plan to combat
opioid-related overdoses and deaths.
Harwell is impressed with the research
being done at MTSU through its partnership with the Guangxi Botanical Garden of
Medicinal Plants in China and encouraged
the university “to lead the nation” in finding
alternatives for pain management.
The Guangxi Botanical Garden developed a process to isolate compounds from
plants used in traditional Chinese medicine,
and the Tennessee Center for Botanical
Medicine Research at MTSU came up with

monuments continued from P22

wrong, and I just want to make
sure no other city, county, whatever does the same thing Memphis
did,” White said.
Asked if she understands how
Memphis residents could be irritated by Forrest’s position as the
first grand wizard of the Ku Klux
Klan, White said he also had “his
redemption.”
“We learn from history so we
do not repeat history, the bad
parts, again. So I think just taking down a monument doesn’t
erase what he did or did not do,”
she said.
• A bill by Rep. Micah Van Huss
(R-Jonesborough) and Sen. Janice
Bowling (R-Tullahoma) would
stop state funding for any local
government that sells, removes,
relocates or destroys a memorial
for which a Historical Commission
waiver was denied. Van Huss said
he plans to amend the legislation
so it won’t impact funds for wel-

RESEARCH DETAILS
Biology professor Elliot Altman explained how MTSU’s research led to six
products extracted from ginseng and hemp
during the tour by Harwell and several state
legislators, university leaders and supporters of medical marijuana. Livestock feed is
among those.
“Tennessee is quickly becoming one of
the states to be reckoned with that’s doing
the state-of-the-art hemp research,” Altman
said, shortly before lawmakers took a look
at the building’s greenhouse and vivarium
where it grows the plants used for nonpsychotropic drug research.
The university has invested more than
$1 million in the research facility, enabling
it to develop a new product at MTSU’s Science Building, a $146 million project considered the most expensive college building
ever funded by the state.
The MTSU center has been focusing its
research on the non-psychotropic cannabinoids found in hemp, which has a lower
concentration of THC than marijuana.
“Cannabis really is a smorgasbord,”
said Altman, as a picture of a 10-acre field
of hemp flashed on a screen in the MTSU
Science Building classroom where he spoke.
The field was near the Embassy Suites Conference Center & Hotel in Murfreesboro
near Interstate 24.
In addition, Greenway Herbal Products,
managed by Murfreesboro resident Ted
LaRoche and Ed Chiles, gave a $2.5 million
grant to the research program to bolster its
hemp research.
LaRoche said his company is taking
the research done by the MTSU center and
continuing research in other areas, including a partnership with a Chinese physician
who is supplying ginseng for a new product.
“We take it and mix it with a formula
developed by the Tennessee Center for

fare, health care and education.
Van Huss isn’t certain Memphis broke the law, but he said,
“I think it was definitely against
the spirit of the law. I think that
Memphis needs to have consequences because if they don’t
then every other municipality’s
gonna know that they can get
away with it, too.”
• Rep. Steve McDaniel is sponsoring a bill to update the Heritage
Protection Act he helped get
passed two years ago. It would
disallow the future sale of property with historical monuments
or memorials to a nonprofit organization. He said he hasn’t looked
at the other pieces of legislation
and didn’t know if he could support them.
“I’m for doing something
logical, reasonable, something
that makes sense that moves this
whole situation forward,” said
McDaniel, a Parkers Crossroads
Republican preparing to leave the
General Assembly later this year.

Botanical Medicine Research,” LaRoche
said. “We will encapsulate it here in Rutherford County, and it will be sold in China
and America.”
The product will go out as a product of
MTSU and the research center, giving the
world a look at the effort under way at the
university, he said. Asked by Faison about
the need to expand cannabis research, Altman said he would like the MTSU center to
be able to research marijuana as well.
“Physicians should be able to prescribe
marijuana to patients” with debilitating
diseases, Altman said.
A LOOK AT THE BILL
Faison’s legislation, which is sponsored
in the Senate by Sen. Steve Dickerson, a
Nashville Republican and anesthesiologist, contains a research component but is
designed to enter Tennessee into the world
of cannabis medical treatment.
The bill would create a statewide commission to oversee the growing, manufacturing and dispensing of medical marijuana
products. Prescriptions would have to be
written by physicians for people suffering
from a number of debilitating illnesses,
ranging from cancer to HIV and AIDS, severe arthritis, diabetes, Parkinson’s disease
and severe chronic pain and nausea.
Allowable products would be oils and
extracts in capsules, pills, transdermal
patches, ointments, lotions, lozenges and
liquids. Smoking marijuana would not be
allowed, according to Faison, who has said
his bill would be the “strictest in America.”
It also has numerous restrictions on growing facilities, dispensaries and the people
who run them.
Faison’s legislation has run into opposition from some Senate members leery
of conflict with the federal government.
Others believe it is an effort to introduce
recreational marijuana in Tennessee as in
Colorado, California and Washington.
If medical marijuana were to be approved by the state Legislature, Faison’s bill

FORREST DEBATE
Much of the argument about
the monument removal stems
from the legacy of Forrest, a slave
trader and planter prior to the Civil
War who used his wealth to fund
his cavalry and was one of the only
enlisted men in the Confederacy
to rise to the rank of lieutenant
general.
Forrest is considered a military
genius because of his guerrilla
warfare tactics. But he also was in
command during the slaughter
of Union troops at the Battle of
Fort Pillow near Memphis, most
of them black troops.
After the war, the Ku Klux Klan
named him its first grand wizard,
according to numerous reports,
though many of his defenders
say he called for disbanding the
KKK and stepped down from the
position.
Nicely pointed out Forrest was
the first white man to speak to the
Standard of Pole Bearers, forerunner to the NAACP, and encour-

would be permissive legislation, requiring
counties to hold referendums for approval
of growing and dispensing.
Memphis resident Matt Slutz wants
Tennessee to loosen its restrictions on
medical marijuana and cannabidiol so his
5-year-old son who suffers from epilepsy
could receive treatment from cannabis oil
products made in Tennessee.
“I would just like to see some exploration, some science behind a plant and the
derivative of a plant that has a non-psychoactive element that helps kids like my
kid and adults worldwide. You can’t deny
it,” said Slutz, who visited the Legislature
earlier this year to lobby for the legislation.
Slutz said he’s seen medical marijuana
“work wonders” for his son, but because
there’s little, if any, acceptance in medical
arenas in Tennessee, he had to obtain the
medication from a South Carolina company, which manufactured the derivative
from hemp grown in Kentucky.
David Hairston, of Americans for Safe
Access, said a number of mothers on his
board of directors also have epileptic children and face the same situation.
“We do have some very limited access if
you have the diagnosis of epilepsy. But there
are still restraints on the amount of THC,
that as a child grows further into maturity,
particularly into their teenage years, that
are not adequate to serve the needs of these
babies,” Hairston said.
He points out Tennessee has 5,000
children and 70,000 adults stricken with
epilepsy, 300,000 cancer victims, 100,000
people with Alzheimer’s disease and
100,000 with ALS.
“These are just desperately debilitating
diseases, and we’re just looking for some
relief,” Hairston said.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based reporter covering the Legislature for the Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News, Knoxville
Ledger and Hamilton County Herald. He
can be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.

aged Memphis’ black residents
to find successful careers. Nicely
also said Forrest helped rebuild
black churches after the war and
that the black community asked
the Memphis City Council to let
residents use city parks one day a
month to honor Forrest.
The East Tennessee legislator
said the monument of Forrest on
horseback didn’t have anything to
do with racism.
“I hate the fact that they use
racism to take it,” he said of the
Memphis City Council’s action.
“They’re race baiters, basically. When you use racism to do
something like that, you’re a race
baiter.”
Parkinson, however, called the
story of Forrest’s “redemption” a
“false narrative” and said even if
it were true, Forrest still made his
fortune by human trafficking.
“That was one of the most
cruel and savage periods in American history,” Parkinson said.
“There were a lot of lives lost, a lot

of (people) separated, and people
today that are descendants of slavery are still dealing with the effects
of that period.”
Towns called the proposal to
oust elected officials outrageous.
“You gotta be out of your
damn mind, talking about ousting
some elected officials that the citizens voted for … because of some
stuff you don’t want, and they’re
fighting your crap,” he said.
Towns said he hopes the legislation goes to the Supreme Court
to show “the ignorance and the
gravity of this, which makes Tennessee all over the country look
like a bunch of damn backwards
fools when everybody is taking
these statues down.”
Sam Stockard is a Nashvillebased reporter covering the Legislature for the Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News, Knoxville Ledger
and Hamilton County Herald. He
can be reached at sstockard44@
gmail.com.
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Staples Joins Buckman As
VP of Water Technologies
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Christine Staples at memphisdailynews.com.

Christine Staples recently joined Memphis-based Buckman as global
vice president of water technologies. She comes to Buckman from Ecolab,
where she held a number of executive leadership positions in both the
water and energy industries.
In her newly created role at Buckman, Staples is tasked with delivering
growth through innovation, customer relationships, partnerships and
CHRISTINE STAPLES
sustainable value delivery across the global water industry.
Hometown: Ann Arbor,
Michigan
Experience: I am a 20-year
veteran of water treatment
with extensive global leadership experience solving
the world’s water challenges
across a range of industries,
from food processing to offshore oil and gas.
What talent do you wish
you had? I wish I could fluently speak many languages
for two reasons: First, when
working with customers, it
is very easy to misinterpret
the meaning of words. This
can cause delays or confusion. Second, language is the
bridge to culture. Language
fluency allows us to understand not just the words, but
the people of different countries and cultures, which can
help make Buckman more
successful.

Who has had the greatest
influence on you and why?
My mother, Laurie Staples,
was an executive during a
time when women’s voices
were not heard. She helped
pave the way for women
in the workplace by breaking down barriers with her
intelligence, tenacity and
collaborative spirit. Unfortunately, it’s clear that we
haven’t made much progress
as we could have in the last
50 years, but I will continue
in her footsteps and hope to
have as great an impact on
other women’s lives as she
did on mine.
What attracted you to Buckman? Buckman is poised for
success, and I’m thrilled to
contribute my experiences
and skills to help the company enter this new and exciting chapter of its history.
Our leadership team is intel-

Judith Maina has joined Neighborhood Preservation Inc. as director of
operations. Maina brings more than 13
years of community development and
research administration experience to
NPI, where she will be responsible for
managing the organization’s day-today operations. Her background includes tenure as the project coordinator
for the East and Mediterranean Region
at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
and as the associate housing director at
the LeMoyne-Owen College Community Development Corp.
Earl W. Houston II, a director with
the Memphis-based law firm Martin, Tate, Morrow & Marston P.C., has
been awarded the Memphis Bar Association’s Sam A. Myar Jr. Memorial
Award. The award, named for the late
Sam Myar who died in 1959 at the age
of 39, is given each year to an attorney
40 years old or younger who has rendered outstanding personal service to

ligent, passionate and driven
for growth and innovation.
Tell us a little about Buckman’s work in industrial
water treatment. Buckman
holds a global position in
solving our customers’ challenges in the treatment of
industrial water. We realize,
and take very seriously, that
the world’s water is a finite
resource and are dedicated
to preserving water for future
generations through continuous innovation in technology delivered across the
globe. Buckman is intensely
focused on sustainability
both in our company and
in our customers’ business.
You’re taking on a newly
created position as global
VP of water technologies.
What are your goals as you
shape this new role? My
goals are simple: to continue

the legal profession and the Memphis
community. Houston is 38. His practice
at Martin Tate focuses on the defense of
transportation, insurance companies
and private businesses in lawsuits relating to wrongful death, catastrophic
injury, property damage, premises liability and employment law, among
other matters.
Greg Phillips has been named news
director at WMC Action News 5. Phillips, who will begin his new role Feb.
12, comes to WMC from WVUE FOX 8
in New Orleans, Louisiana, where he
has served as assistant news director/
special projects since 2010. He also has
worked at stations in Austin, Texas, and
Phoenix, Arizona.
Matt White, an associate in Baker Donelson’s Memphis office, has earned a
Certified Information Privacy Professional credential from the International
Association of Privacy Professionals. A

to build a world-class team of
associates with a passion for
innovative problem-solving
that helps our industrial water treatment customers. By
collaborating with industry
partners, universities and
our own technical experts,
we will deliver invaluable
solutions to our customers.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? First, take
as many science and math
classes as you can in school
and get help when the going gets tough. Regardless
of what you want to be when
you grow up, the challenge of
math and science will help
you be successful. Second,
surround yourself with people that make you a better
person. Third, contribute.
Contribute to your family,
your community and our
country.

CIPP credential signifies the recipient
has a foundational understanding of
privacy and data protection law and
practice, and knowledge of jurisdictional laws, regulations and enforcement
models. White holds the CIPP/US concentration, which focuses on the U.S.
private sector. At Baker Donelson, he
defends national and regional securities
firms and their registered representatives in a wide range of matters, and he
is a member of the firm’s Data Protection, Privacy and Cybersecurity Team.
Monica Kirby has been elected board
president for The Arc Northwest Mississippi, the Olive Branch-based chapter
of The Arc, an advocacy organization for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families.
Kirby is director of the special needs
ministry at Germantown Presbyterian
Church and also serves as the facilitator for the Disability Ministry Network
of the Mid-South.

ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

Diversity
In Today’s
Workplace
LinkedIn released its report on 2018 Global
Recruiting Trends. They surveyed 9,000 recruiters
and hiring managers from around the world on the
state of hiring. Their research found that the biggest
game changer in the hiring space is diversity.
LinkedIn broke down diversity into multiple
pieces: diversity, inclusion and belonging. “Diversity is being invited to the party, inclusion is being
asked to dance, and belonging is dancing like no
one is watching.”
Belonging is a level of psychological safety that
someone feels when they’re truly able to perform
at their best. LinkedIn found that 51 percent of
companies are “very” or “extremely” focused on
diversity, 52 percent are focused on inclusion, and
57 percent are focused on belonging.
Interestingly, companies are focused on different aspects of diversity. Employers are the most
focused on gender diversity, followed by racial and
ethnic diversity. Then, they are focused on diversity
based on age, education, disability and religion.
Beyond attracting diverse talent, companies are
beginning to look at how their culture embraces
diversity. After all, what’s the point of attracting
diverse talent if you can’t retain them? Sixty-seven
percent of companies said they are working to foster
an environment that respects different opinions.
Fifty-one percent want to encourage people to be
themselves at work. Forty-five percent are embedding diversity in their company mission and values.
And 44 percent are emphasizing diversity in the
leadership team.
One company that’s doing especially well is
a Silicon Valley startup called Lever. Of their 150
employees, 50 percent are women, including 53
percent of its managers, 43 percent of its engineers
and 40 percent of its board of directors.
To achieve this level of gender diversity, Lever
employs unusual hiring tactics. First, they have
removed the requirements section on the job description. Studies show that women are much less
likely to apply for a job if they don’t meet all of the requirements. Lever avoids hiring decisions based on
“culture fit,” a technique that often results in more
sameness on a team. They also have developed a
compensation philosophy that benchmarks the
value of each role. It doesn’t rely on a candidate’s
past salary to predict their future earnings.
An increased focus on diversity can be seen
around the globe, with an average of 78 percent
of companies focusing on diversity. In the United
States, 78 percent of companies are focusing on
diversity, compared with 77 percent in Brazil, 82
percent in the U.K., 73 percent in France and 85
percent in Australia. It’s clear that diversity in hiring is here to stay. Companies identified three top
reasons to focus on diversity: 78 percent want to
improve their corporate culture, 62 percent want
to improve company performance, and 49 percent
want to better represent their customers.
Companies are beginning to think beyond
checking a box. They’re focused now on indicators
that impact financial performance, showing that
diversity adds value on multiple levels.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and founder
of Copeland Coaching, can be reached at copelandcoaching.com.
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Slip Sliding Away …
Tubby’s Tigers, Season
On Downward Plane
After his Tigers had suffered the ignominy of losing a college basketball game
to East Carolina, Tubby Smith questioned
his players’ sanity.
“We probably need some psychological help,” Smith had said after the 88-85
overtime loss at ECU on Saturday, Feb. 3.
“Really, I’m serious. There’s some strange
things.”
But none stranger than what Tubby
would say during the American Athletic
Conference coaches teleconference two
days later. Asked which AAC teams deserve NCAA Tournament consideration,
Tubby included his Tigers by saying they
were “right on the cusp.”
Here’s the truth: Tubby Smith is much
closer to losing this season, this team,
and any remaining shreds of hope for a
turnaround than the Tigers are to playing in the postseason. And that includes
the consolation dance known as the NIT.
The night after Tubby declared his
team about to turn a corner, No. 22
Wichita State showed up at FedExForum
to demonstrate the gap from fantasy to
reality.
Although the Tigers played hard most
of the night, they were never remotely
close to pulling an upset. They lost 85-65,
their highlight an 11-3 run in the second
half that cut the lead to five. Tubby might
have felt like his Tigers were on the verge
then, too, but Wichita State would pull
away and lead by as many as 27 points
with the Tigers finally giving in to the
inevitable.
“We was on them and then we just let
up a little bit,” said guard Kareem Brewton, who paced the bench scoring with 12
points and had a team-best four assists.
“After that, it was pretty much over.”
The Tigers were within five points
as late as the 8:53 mark in the second
half, trailing 54-49. The Shockers’ next
four baskets were layups, three by guard
Landry Shamet and all four assists came
from forward Zach Brown as Wichita
State coach Gregg Marshall had his team
run the same set play over and over with
Memphis helpless to defend it.
Tubby had a name for what the Shockers were running, calling it that “UCLA
shuffle cut.” But not only did his team
not come close to stopping it, he never
called timeout to make an adjustment.
Postgame, he conceded that he “probably should’ve called timeout” during the
Shockers’ second-half run.
For five years and $15.45 million, you
might expect more than the coach saying
in hindsight he should have used a timeout. Even Josh Pastner used timeouts.
Also telling: Throughout the game,
there was much evidence that communi-

DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
cation from coach to player and player to
player was less than open and cooperative. In a word: dysfunctional.
“We have love for our coaches and
everything,” Brewton said, “it’s just in the
moment emotions get going.”
Too bad the Tigers couldn’t muster
any emotion for the task of rebounding
or defending the 3-point shot.
The Shockers dominated the offensive
glass (14-5) and hit 11 of 31 threes (35.5
percent) compared to the Tigers making
2-of-13 from deep (15.4 percent). So the
Tigers stayed true, remaining among the
worst teams in the country defending the
three and making the three.
The Tigers also were their usual
sloppy selves with 18 turnovers to just
11 assists. Tubby has the reputation of
being a guy good at coaching players
up, but nothing is more basic than taking care of the ball and this team simply
doesn’t do it.
He found positives in the play of the
bench, which scored a season-best 40
points. But the flip side was how bad the
starters were. A trait that applies to every
player on this talent-deficient roster: the
inability to sustain good, all-around play
for more than very short bursts of time.
So the Tigers are 14-10 overall, 5-6 in
the AAC, have lost four of their last five
and that lone win came over USF – the
worst team this league has to offer.
Guard Jeremiah Martin came into the
WSU game as the league’s leading scorer
with a 19.4-point average. He had a teamhigh 16 points, but the Shockers were
physical with him and he forced shots.
He connected on just 2-of-10 field goals,
went 0-of-5 from 3-point range, and committed five turnovers with two assists.
When the Tigers’ best player has a
game like that, they’ve got no chance
against a good team.
Memphis is yet to defeat any team
of note this season. A victory over WSU
would have given them a new line on the
resume, but even then their work record
would be thin.
As it stands now, their resume is just
about non-existent. They are ranked
129th in the RPI (Ratings Percentage
Index), which is one of the tools used by
the NCAA Selection Committee to evaluate teams. Their win over Temple (36th in

The University of Memphis fell 85-65 to No. 22 Wichita State Tuesday, Feb. 6, at
FedExForum in an American Athletic Conference game. Guard Jeremiah Martin led
Memphis with 16 points, but had a rough shooting night. Memphis is now 14-10
overall, 5-6 in the league.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

the RPI) would qualify as their top victory,
but the Owls are just 13-10 and 5-6 in the
AAC. So not very impressive upon closer
inspection.
The Tigers also have five losses to
teams ranked from 125 to 269 (ECU) in
the RPI. But even more of an indictment is
that eight of their wins have come against
teams ranked from 218 to 341 in the RPI. A
win’s a win, but by all reasonable metrics
the Tigers aren’t even as good as their 1410 record would suggest.
Near the end of the broadcast on CBS
Sports Network, game analyst and former
college coach Pete Gillen attempted to
put a happy face on the state of the Memphis program, noting Smith has taken five
different schools to the NCAAs and saying
of the Tigers: “They’ve got some good
players, just gotta add a couple of more.”
What Gillen didn’t say, of course, is
that right now not a single Top-300 recruit
is headed Tubby’s way. Something else he
didn’t say: Top-150 recruit Alex Lomax, of
Memphis East, chose Wichita State. Given
the history of Memphis basketball, that
should not happen. Yes, you might lose
a Memphis kid to a blue-blood program
or any Power 5 school or to a school near
more fun and sun, but to a fellow AAC
program in south-central Kansas?

So what happened at FedExForum in
front of 7,257 fans (more than a few of
which were there flying Shockers yellow)
was anything but a recruiting pitch for
Memphis. Near the end of his press conference, Smith was asked what he could
say to Memphis fans eager to see the
Tigers return to winning at a high level.
“If I knew that,” Tubby said, “I’d be
Nostradamus.”
He went on to say that “patience” was
the word he used upon his hiring and he
assured that both his staff and the players are “busting their tails,” and that he
knows recruiting and player development
are “paramount.”
“It’s a process … it’s never easy,”
Smith said. “If it was easy, anybody could
do it.”
That’s a long way from having this
team “right on the cusp” of inclusion in
the NCAA Tournament.
And a lot closer to wondering if this
job, at this time and in this place, is beyond this coach.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

Vitello Era Begins as Vols Launch '18 Season
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Tennessee baseball is off to a
fresh start under first-year coach
Tony Vitello, and senior catcher
Benito Santiago is savoring every
minute of it.
Santiago was along for the
ride as the Dave Serrano coaching
era ended last spring after six seasons. He says Vitello has brought
a new vibe to the program.
“It’s been a complete 360,”
Santiago said after UT’s opening
practice. “There’s been a lot more
positivity. We’ve been having a lot
of fun, so the culture that we’ve
been changing is just go out and
have fun, and there’s nothing else
you need to worry about.”
Vitello, previously a top assistant and the recruiting coordinator at Arkansas (2014-17), makes
his head coaching debut Feb. 16
in the opener of a three-game series against Maryland at Lindsey
Nelson Stadium.
As for his coaching style, Vitello says there’s plenty of hard
work to go with some fun.
“You got to have some fun,”
Vitello points out.
“Baseball is full of superstition and fun things like that, but
we always say you have to eat
your meat and potatoes before
you can have your dessert. The
work has got to be put in on the
front end for you to have the
confidence to a have a little bit of
leeway to have some fun.”
Vitello was hired to make UT
baseball relevant again. Tennessee is looking for its first trip to
the NCAA Tournament since 2005
when Rod Delmonico’s nextto-last team of Vols reached the
College World Series.
UT baseball faded during four
years under Todd Raleigh (200811) followed by Serrano’s tenure.
Vitello wants to bring back the
good times. “Nothing’s more fun
than winning,” he adds.
Santiago hoped for a lot more
winning when he arrived at Tennessee as a freshman in the fall
of 2014 from Pembroke Pines,
Florida. Instead, he’s played
in only two postseason games
– first-round losses in the SEC
Tournament in 2015 and ’16.
Last year, the Vols finished 27-25
overall, 7-21 in the SEC (seventh
in East) and didn’t reach the SEC
Tournament.
There’s also been plenty of
player turnover since Santiago’s
arrival on Rocky Top. Of the nine
freshmen on the 2015 roster, only

Santiago, senior outfielder Brodie Leftridge and redshirt junior
pitcher Richard Jackson are still
on the roster. Pitcher Zach Warren was drafted after his junior
season in the 14th round of the
2017 MLB Draft by the Philadelphia Phillies.
Santiago says the veteran Vols
are ready to take over a leadership role.
“We’re extremely excited to
just come in and take over the
team, be leaders for them not
only to follow, but if they need
help, come to us and we’ll definitely have their backs,” Santiago
says.
“We just want them to all
learn and come together as one
because that’s what’s going to
win us ballgames.”
Santiago is the son of former
MLB All-Star catcher Benito Santiago, but says the two have never
been close.
The younger Santiago was
raised by his mother, Carmen
Miranda, and mentored by former MLB catcher Paul Casanova,
who played 10 seasons in the
major leagues. Santiago attended
Casanova’s baseball academy in
Miami, about a 30-minute drive
from Pembroke Pines.
After his senior year at Coral
Springs Christian Academy, Santiago was drafted in the 38th
round of the 2014 MLB Draft by
the San Francisco Giants.
He’s glad he stuck around at
Tennessee.
“Absolutely,” Santiago says. “I
feel extremely honored to be back
and be able to lead the team in the
right direction.”
As a freshman at Tennessee,
Santiago hit .132 in 33 games,
but bounced back in 2016 by hitting .309 with 33 runs scored and
18 RBIs in 53 games. Last year,
Santiago batted .250 with 20 runs
scored and 20 RBI in 33 games.
Santiago explains Vitello’s
new vibe is refreshing.
“Just make sure that we’re
having fun,” he says of the new
coach’s advice. “Just make sure
we’re out there doing our thing.
He always preaches at the end
of the day, whatever you do, just
have fun doing it.”
Here’s a glimpse at some of
the Vols’ top players and newcomers in 2018:

POSITION PLAYERS
ANDRE LIPCIUS
Sophomore infielder, 6-1, 195
pounds, Lafayette High, Williamsburg, Virginia

The Tennessee Vols’ new head baseball coach Tony Vitello observes his team during a recent workout
at Lindsey Nelson Stadium.
(Amanda Izzi/Tennessee Athletics/UTsports.com)
Lipcius started all 52 games
last season at first base, but this
season makes the move to shortstop. He hit .275 in 2017 and leads
all returning players in hits (53),
runs (320, doubles (11), RBIs (26),
total bases (71) and stolen bases
(nine). His move to shortstop
shouldn’t be an issue; he played
the same position in high school
and hit .462 as a senior and went
6-2 on the pitcher’s mound. He
was a freshman All-American by
Collegiate Baseball Newspaper.
LUC LIPCIUS
Sophomore outfielder/infielder, 6-2, 215 pounds, Lafayette
High, Williamsburg, Virginia
Lipcius, twin brother of Andre
Lipcius, started the last 19 games
of the 2017 season as a designated
hitter and for the season hit .256
with a homer and eight RBIs. He’s
competing for the starting job at
first base this year. Luc played
for the Front Royal (Virginia)
Cardinals of the Valley Baseball
League last summer and was 11th
in the league with a .336 batting
average.
PETE DERKAY
Sophomore catcher/infielder,
5-11, 220 pounds, Allatoona
High, Acworth, Georgia
Derkay started 50 games last
season and has the versatility to
play first base, third base, catcher,
designated hitter and possibly
even the outfield. He was the
team’s third-leading hitter last
year (.288) and had team-highs
in on-base percentage (.440) and
walks (37). Last summer, Derkay
played for the Anchorage Bucs of
the Alaska Baseball League and
was selected to the ABL American
Team All-Star roster.

BRODIE LEFTRIDGE
Senior outfielder, 6-1, 165
pounds, St. John’s College
High, Baltimore, Maryland
Leftridge trails only Santiago
among active UT players in terms
of career games played (108) and
career games started (75); Santiago has played in 119 games with
102 starts. Last season, Leftridge
started 32 games, all in center
field, and is projected to start at
the same position this year. After
hitting .302 in 2016, Leftridge
slumped to .184 last season.
ZACH LINGINFELTER
Sophomore right-hander, 6-5,
225 pounds, Sevier County
High, Sevierville
Linginfelter posted a 3-4 record and 3.67 ERA last year, and
his 61 strikeouts in 56.1 innings
was second-most on the team
and the high for a returning
pitcher. He’s rated No. 72 on
D1Baseball’s Top 100 college
prospects list and is vying for
the job as Friday night starter for
SEC series.
GARRETT STALLINGS
Sophomore right-hander, 6-2,
205 pounds, Grassfield High,
Chesapeake, Virginia
Stallings secured a spot as
UT’s Saturday starter for SEC series last season when he appeared
in 20 games with eight starts. He
finished with the team’s secondlowest ERA (3.47) for a player
with six or more starts; he posted
a 3-4 record and 39 strikeouts in
70 innings. He’s competing with
Linginfelter for the Friday night
starter’s job for SEC series.
WILL NEELY

Junior right-hander, 5-11, 160
pounds, Hardin Valley Academy, Knoxville
Neely is the Vols’ most gameexperienced pitcher with 39
appearances, 14 starts and 110 innings for his career. Last season,
Neely went 3-1 with a 3.43 ERA,
the lowest for a pitcher who threw
15 or more innings. He was third
on the team in strikeouts (41) and
led all pitchers with a .213 batting
average for opponents. Neely is
projected as the Sunday starter
for SEC series.
DANIEL VASQUEZ
Junior right-hander, 5-10, 185
pounds, Granite Hill High, El
Cajon, California.
Like Neely, Vasquez is one
of the Vols’ more experienced
pitchers with 32 career appearances and six starts. Last season,
Vasquez posted 30 strikeouts in
23.1 innings and finished with a
2-1 record. He had 25 strikeouts
in 31 innings as a freshman.
Vasquez is projected as a midweek starter and a reliever for
SEC series.
WILL HEFLIN
Sophomore left-hander, 5-11,
177 pounds, Morristown West
High, Morristown
Heflin was a two-way player
as a freshman last year, doubling
as a designated hitter. In 12 relief
appearances, Heflin had one
of the team’s best ERA’s (2.93),
holding opponents to a .232 batting average in 15.1 innings. He’s
competing to be the Vols’ closer
this year.
ZACH DANIELS
link continued on P28
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Freshman outfielder, 6-1, 200 pounds, Eagles
Landing Christian Academy, Stockbridge,
Georgia
Daniels was rated a top-50 prospect nationally
as a high school senior and earned Rawlings-Perfect Game honorable mention All-America honors.
In summer ball, Daniels helped the prestigious
East Cobb (Georgia) Astros program to titles in the
18-under WWBA championship and Perfect Game
Invitational title in 2016. He’s projected to get playing time in the outfield this year.

Taking Stock: Titans' Top Needs for 2018
TERRY MCCORMICK
Nashville Sports Correspondent

With the Super Bowl in the books
and another NFL season come and
gone, it will soon be time to prepare
for the 2018 season.
For the Tennessee Titans, that
means trying to fill in the remaining
pieces of the puzzle to take another
step toward reaching the big game.
Exactly how that puzzle fits together has become a little less clear
following the firing of Mike Mularkey
and replacing him with an unknown
quantity in Mike Vrabel.
Vrabel’s hires for his coordinator
positions look promising, with Matt
LeFleur from the Rams selected to
run the offense and Vrabel’s own defensive coordinator with the Patriots,
Dean Pees, named to run the Titans
defense.
Vrabel promised in his opening
press conference that the Titans’ offense would open up more and be
tailored for Marcus Mariota’s skills,
and that the defense would take on
a more flexible look, much like the
New England Patriots’ hybrid system
in which the front-seven look changes
often, depending on the situation.
In addition, players that general manager Jon Robinson brings in
through free agency and the draft will
be key to 2018 success.
Vrabel preached versatility as a
key component of what he wants in
his football players. So finding players
who fit that should be the Titans’ top
off-season priority.
So, let’s take a quick look at some
areas where the Titans have to get
better for 2018 in order to continue
the progress of the past two years and
take it a step or two further.
TOP OFFENSIVE NEEDS
It’s a given that Marcus Mariota
needs to regain his game. That’s not

backup quarterback? The Eagles just
demonstrated that with Nick Foles.

so much a personnel need as it is a
coaching detail. So here are the Titans’
top personnel needs this off-season:
1. Shore up the offensive line.
Upgrading at guard will probably be
the biggest issue for a unit that took a
step backward this year.
Right guard Josh Kline will be an
unrestricted free agent and could be
allowed to leave.
Left guard Quinton Spain is a
restricted free agent, and it will be
interesting to see what level the Titans tender him in order to keep him
around. If they tender the former
undrafted free agent at the lowest
level, another team could sign Spain
to an offer sheet. If the Titans do not
match, they would lose him without
compensation.
2. Add a game-breaking receiver.
Corey Davis might still become this
guy, but the Titans can’t bank on that.
Taywan Taylor also has a chance if
he can become more of a student of
the game.
That said, the Titans need to add
a true No. 1 receiver, and it might be
easier to do in free agency this year,
with such talents as Allen Robinson
and Jarvis Landry set to hit the market.
That might be a better gamble than
taking a chance on another rookie.
3. A change of pace back. DeMarco Murray’s future with the Titans
looks murky, and the club could be
poised to move on from him and make
Derrick Henry the featured back.
Even if Henry carries the load,
however, he is not necessarily great
in pass protection or as a receiver.
A third-down scatback – something
both Super Bowl teams had – is a must
for Tennessee to add to its roster.
4. A backup quarterback. With
all due respect to Matt Cassel and the
career he has had, the Titans have to
upgrade here with someone who can
fill in for Mariota without a major
drop-off and run the same offensive
scheme. How valuable is a good

TOP DEFENSIVE NEEDS
1. A good, young pass rusher.
Derrick Morgan and Brian Orakpo are
still productive, but getting a little long
in the tooth. Kevin Dodd has been a
disappointment, and Erik Walden is
a 32-year-old free agent. Someone
who can wreak havoc from the edge
is a big need.
2. Inside linebacker. The Titans
are a bit thin here, as well. Wesley
Woodyard found the fountain of youth
in 2017, but he is a 10-year veteran.
Can the Titans count on him to
duplicate that play again next season?
Also, Avery Williamson is a free agent,
and the only inside linebacker of consequence behind the starters is nickel
linebacker Jayon Brown.
3. Another cornerback. Malcolm
Butler heads to free agency after his
Super Bowl benching. Might Jon
Robinson covet him the way he did
Logan Ryan? Adoree’ Jackson proved
himself competent as a rookie and
should get better.
Tye Smith, LeShaun Sims and
Kalan Reed are OK depth-wise, but
adding one more strong corner either
in free agency or the draft would give
Tennessee three starting-caliber corners and allow Smith, Sims and Reed
to go back to being what they are,
decent backups.
4. Another big body defensive
lineman. The best way to solve this
issue is probably to re-sign DaQuan
Jones and then add some depth in the
draft. The Titans went the free agent
route last off-season, adding Sylvester
Williams, who turned in an OK season.
Jones was coming into his own
when he suffered a torn biceps, and
could probably return without breaking the bank.
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BILL DRIES

MEMPHIS NEWSMAKERS

Ford Outlines City’s
Budget Process As
Its New CFO

Shirley Ford, who recently
was confirmed as the city of
Memphis’ new chief financial
officer, outlines the budget
process, including how the city
plans for unexpected costs, in
this week’s Newsmakers Q&A.
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The Nashville chancellor who
Monday ordered a hold on selling or transferring ownership
of Confederate monuments removed from two Memphis parks

followed up the next day with an
order that all sides in the dispute
enter mediation.
C h a nc el lor E l len Hobb s
Lyle’s Tuesday, Jan. 30, order
calls for all parties to mediate
where the statues of Confederacy president Jefferson Davis,

Confederate general, slave trader
and Ku Klux Klan Grand Wizard Nathan Bedford Forrest and
a bust of Confederate Capt. Harvey Mathes might go.
That follows their removal
from Health Sciences Park and
Memphis Park last month.

Permanent Presence

Germantown board leaves
open the option for Campbell
Clinic to return seeking
additional incentives.

MICHAEL WADDELL

Special to The Daily News
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Jasmine Dorsey, a nurse anesthetist from Methodist,
checks on a child in need of an operation in
Philippines during a recent short-term trip a team
the
group is now planning to build a permanent facilityfrom Memphis Mission of Mercy made to the area. The
in the country.
(Photo courtesy of Memphis Mission of Mercy)
HEALTH CARE

ANDY MEEK

ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Nia Zalamea was supposed to be an English professor until realizing that the English
major at the University of Virginia involved
more work than she wanted or would be able
to handle.
Her calling, instead, turned out to be in the
field of applied sciences. In subjects like biology
and biochemistry. Couple that with her family’s

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

long-running mission efforts and an interest
in
bringing health care to the underserved, and
the result is – well, the thing on which Zalamea,
who today is a general surgeon in Memphis with
UT Methodist Physicians, spends most of her
time outside of the 9-to-5.
Zalamea, who left Church Health a little less
than two years ago to join UTMP, is also helping lead the nonprofit called Memphis Mission

For the late Bobby Dunavant,
who worked as Shelby County
Probate Court Clerk for 40 years
from 1954 to 1994, qualities like
being honest, accessible, generous, empathetic and highly attentive to detail made him beloved by
friends and colleagues throughout his life.
David Leake, an attorney with
The Winchester Law Firm PLLC
and founder of the Dunavant Public Servant Awards, met Dunavant
early in his career more than 45
years ago when he entered into
private practice.
“He was an icon of public
servants in my opinion,” said
Leake, who founded the Dunavant Awards in 2004 following
Dunavant’s passing in early 2003.
“He was always concerned about
the clientele that he served, mostly lawyers and judges in the probate system. He was just a unique
individual.”
Despite his long tenure at his
job, Dunavant did not have a private office. He always worked out
front at a desk just like all of the
other clerks.
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With three projects
about to
start moving dirt
and $60 million
in federal funding
to do them, the
concept of resiliency
in Shelby
County is moving,
even though it’s
in the shadows
of other plans
such
as the Mid-South
Greenprint and
the developme
nt of the Wolf River
Greenway.
The resiliency
movement is allied with both
the greenprint
and
greenway.
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GARRETT CROCHET
Freshman left-handed pitcher, 6-5, 200 pounds,
Ocean Springs High, Ocean Springs, Mississippi
Crochet shot up the recruiting rankings after
a breakout senior season at Ocean Springs when
he went 6-4 with a 1.48 ERA and 76 strikeouts. He
chose Tennessee over Texas and opted to play for
the Vols after being drafted in the 34th round of the
2017 MLB Draft by the Milwaukee Brewers.

The Daily News delivers Memphis
business news every business day.
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ews.com
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30, 2018

WYATT STAPP
Freshman infielder, 6-1, 180 pounds, Southlake
Carroll High, Keller, Texas
Stapp had a huge fall practice with the Vols
when he led the team in batting (.571) during the
Orange and White Fall Series, including a 5-for-5
showing in Game 1. As a high school senior, Stapp
helped Southlake Carroll (32-11-1) to the Texas
Class 6A semifinals and finished with a .396 batting average and 34 RBIs. Stapp is contending for
playing time this spring, probably at third base.
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CHASE WALLACE
Freshman infielder/right-handed pitcher, 6-2,
210 pounds, Sevier County High, Sevierville
Wallace, former teammate of Linginfelter at
Sevier County, will be used primarily on the mound
for Tennessee but could also see time elsewhere.
He was rated the No. 9 right-handed pitcher in the
state by Perfect Game.

Terry McCormick covers the Titans
for TitanInsider.com

homeless
4
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EVENTS & ANNOUce Plan to be held
Regional Resilien

BRANDON TRAMMELL
Freshman infielder/right-handed pitcher, 6-5,
240 pounds, Bearden High, Knoxville
Trammell, a Knoxville native and son of former
Vol and MLB player Bubba Trammell, will be a twoway player for Tennessee. The Bearden High School
graduate chose the Vols instead of Vanderbilt,
North Carolina or Florida State. He was rated the
No. 8 overall recruit in the state by Perfect Game
and was on the 2017 All-USA Tennessee Baseball
first team.
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T E C H N O L O GY

‘I Am A Man’ VR
Experience Coming To
Civil Rights Museum
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The back of a garbage truck looms,
foreboding, in the foreground. The cluster of red lights gets larger as you walk
tentatively toward it. In another moment,
when you look down, your dark, worn
hands come into view.
Were it not for the virtual reality headset you have to wear to immerse yourself
in Derek Ham’s new “I Am A Man” VR
experience – which will soon be installed
at the National Civil Rights Museum – you
could almost let your brain trick you into
thinking you’re right there. That you are
a sanitation worker in Memphis in 1968,
that it’s all happening now, that you are
standing in the shadows watching as a
line of marchers passes by, wearing the
placards on which they declared their
rallying cry to the world.
The experience – and that’s really
what the content is, less a “game” to play
and more an “immersive documentary,”
in Ham’s words – uses VR technology to
drop you into several scenes stemming
from the ’68 strike and the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Ham, an assistant professor of graphic
design at North Carolina State University
in Raleigh, North Carolina, wanted to
use VR as a vehicle for retelling familiar
episodes from the civil rights movement
in part because of the way the medium
offers a first-person perspective that
wouldn’t be possible otherwise.
Ham’s “I Am A Man” experience won
a 2017 Oculus Launch Pad Scholarship.
It was one of more than a dozen to win
that award, part of the Oculus Launch Pad
competition that supports VR content
creators from diverse backgrounds.
Oculus is the virtual reality company
owned by social networking giant Facebook. Ham’s content is available to be
downloaded and viewed by owners of
the Oculus VR headset – “If you have an
Oculus Rift, you can test it – it’s kind of
in beta-testing now,” he said – and he’s
hoping to have the full experience ready
for use in April at the National Civil Rights
Museum.
Ham got the idea for the project after
buying an Oculus headset, looking at historical images from the civil rights movement and wondering what it was like to
be there. Which makes his project almost
a new kind of journalism, storytelling via
images you can interact with, that are all
around you.
You strap on a headset, and you’re
standing outside the Lorraine Motel.
Loud shots pierce the quietude of the
day. One of the most resonant emotional
touchstones for some users, Ham said,
is to look down and see they have black
hands – an image that, with just a flash
of recognition, instantly conveys a world
of meaning.

“

The most powerful thing
for a lot of people who’ve
beta-tested it already is
the ethnic swapping that
happens in virtual reality,
when you look down and
have the hands of a black
man. For me, I’m AfricanAmerican, it’s not a big deal.
But if you’re not – there are
moments like that that are
real touching points ... .

Dr. Derek Ham’s upcoming “I Am A Man” VR experience has been built for individual
use with an Oculus Rift headset, but it also will soon be housed at the National Civil
Rights Museum in Memphis. It puts the user in the first-person perspective of a
sanitation worker in Memphis in 1968.
(Courtesy of Dr. Derek Ham)

the back of their garbage truck in 1968.
Likewise, this April marks the 50th anniversary of King’s death.
“VR is an interesting place, where if
you’re, say, a 17- to 25-year-old who’s
into technology and done a lot of VR,

mersive documentary. It has the pacing
of a documentary. I use real photos, real
audio. But then I put you in these scenes
to allow you to interact. To, as one person
said, breathe the same air as the people
you saw in the photos.”

–Dr. Derek Ham,
Creator, “I Am A Man” VR experience

“It’s narrative-based, so you’ll be kind
of living out different scenes related to a
sanitation worker’s journey back in ’68,”
Ham said. “I put you in certain contexts
to make you really kind of develop some
empathy with the character and empathy
with the workers. So, for instance, I put
you in the context of loading garbage on
the back of a truck. Put you in the context of just kind of being in this humble
kitchen. Of being in the street with the ‘I
Am A Man’ signs.
“The most powerful thing for a lot
of people who’ve beta-tested it already
is the ethnic swapping that happens in
virtual reality, when you look down and
have the hands of a black man. For me,
I’m African-American, it’s not a big deal.
But if you’re not – there are moments like
that that are real touching points, powerful moments of reflection for certain
people who’ve either lived this or it’s part
of their history. Or powerful moments of
empathy, even.”
He’s still tweaking the content, trying to be finished and ready to have it
installed at the museum by April. Because
Oculus helped fund the project, he’s able
to embed historical content into the
experience. One of the things he’s been
reviewing, for example, is actual CBS
footage of Walter Cronkite announcing
King’s death.
He’s been working with the civil
rights museum on the historical accuracy and “flow” of the storytelling. It’s
an outgrowth of his work and the classes
he teaches in digital technology and immersive media.
He also wasn’t aware at first – but is
nevertheless pleased – that his project
would be arriving in tandem with the
milestone anniversaries of the civil rights
movement happening this year. Memphis, of course, just recognized the 50th
anniversary of the death of two sanitation
workers who were crushed to death in

the pacing of this might be a little too
slow for you,” Ham said. “But if you’re
a VR novice – like, when I went into this
project, I had my parents in mind. My
parents are in their mid-60s. This is a first
VR experience for them, and they’re just
like, ‘Wow.’ They didn’t even do half of
the features that are embedded in there.
“I’d put this in the category of an im-
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 25, 1999,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded July 1,
1999, in Book No. 517, at Page 456,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Fayette County, Tennessee, executed
by Currie Moorman and Mozell Moorman, conveying certain property therein
described to Transcontinental Title
Co as Trustee for Eason, Herndon,
Johnson, Inc DBA Paramount Mortgage,
Inc.,; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Deutsche
Bank National Trust Company, as
Trustee for GSRPM Trust 2006-2,
Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates,
Series 2006- 2.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as Trustee
for GSRPM Trust 2006-2, Mortgage
Pass- Through Certificates, Series
2006-2, will, on February 26, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Fayette County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING AT A POINT, THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF THAT
FARM CONVEYED TO JOSEPH PATTAT BY JAVIS E. HEATH, ET UX;
THENCE WITH EAST MARGIN OF
SAID FARM 450 FEET TO A STAKE;
THENCE WEST 210 FEET TO A
STAKE; THENCE SOUTH 210 FEET
TO A STAKE; THENCE EAST 210
FEET TO A STAKE in East
margin of Joseph Pattat farm;
thence North with said margin
210 feet to a stake, THE POINT
OF BEGINNING.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 510 North West
St, Somerville, TN 38068
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback
lines that may be applicable; any
statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as
well as any priority created by a fixture
filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might
disclose. In addition, the following
parties may claim an interest in the
above- referenced property:
CURRIE MOORMAN
MOZELL MOORMAN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
In the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 327529
DATED January 26, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13660
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of

Trust Note dated January 23, 2007,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded February
7, 2007, Document No. 07001299,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Fayette County, Tennessee, executed
by Charles D. Brewer and Earnesteen
Brewer, conveying certain property
therein described to Brandon G. Polito
as Trustee for Wells Fargo Financial Tennessee 1, LLC; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo USA Holdings, Inc..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
USA Holdings, Inc., will, on February
26, 2018 on or about 9:00 AM, at the
Fayette County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Being a part of Tract 2 of Chappel
Brown Estate of 30.48 acres and
the part herein conveyed being a
part of said acreage in the names
of Joseph R. Brewer, single, Walter
L. Brewer and wife, Clara Brewer,
and Charles D. Brewer and wife,
Earnesteen Brewer and thus described; Beginning at a stake in the
edge of the right-of-way of Highway
59, said stake being the southwest
corner of the lot herein conveyed,
running thence with right-of-way
of said highway south 2.14 chains
to a stake in edge of Highway 59
right-of-way; thence at right angles
North a distance of 4.70 chains to
a stake; thence west and parallel
with Highway 59 a distance of
2.14 chains to a stake; thence
South at right angles a distance of
4.70 chains to the beginning stake.
Property known as 6515 Highway
59, Somerville, TN.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 6515 Highway
59, Somerville, TN 38068
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property:
CHARLES D. BREWER
EARNESTEEN BREWER
ESTATE OF CHARLES D. BREWER
HEIR(S) OF CHARLES D. BREWER,
IF ANy
SOMERvILLE BANk & TRUST CO.
CHARLES BREWER, JR.
NICHOLAS BREWER
TRAvIS BREWER
CLAUDIA BREWER WILLIAMS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the
sale will be postponed for a period of
two weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties of
record. W&A No. 318794
DATED January 31, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13668
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on March
1, 2018 at 1:00 p.m., local time, at the
south front door of the Fayette County
Courthouse, 1 Court Square, Somer-

ville, TN 38068, pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Jeffrey Stewart
and wife, vicky Stewart, to National
Registered Agents, Inc., as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”) as nominee
for Nationstar Mortgage LLC dated
March 9, 2015, of record in Instrument
Number 15001749, in the Register’s
Office for Fayette County, Tennessee
(“Deed of Trust”), conducted by Padgett
Law Group, having been appointed
Substitute Trustee, all of record in
the Fayette County Register’s Office.
Default in the performance of the covenants, terms, and conditions of said
Deed of Trust has been made; and the
entire indebtedness has been declared
due and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper
Other interested parties: First Tennessee Bank National Association
The hereinafter described real property
located in Fayette County will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE, SITUATED IN
FAyETTE COUNTy, TENNESSEE, BEING
MORE PARTICULARLy DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: LOT 50, PHASE III, GREENBRIER AT RUSDUN FARMS, AS SHOWN
ON PLAT OF RECORD IN PLAT BOOk 8,
PAGE 29, IN THE REGISTER`S OFFICE
OF FAyETTE COUNTy, TENNESSEE, TO
WHICH PLAT REFERENCE IS HEREBy
MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SAID PROPERTy.
Street Address: The street address of
the property is believed to be 250 Brier
Hills Drive, Piperton, TN 38017, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property. In the event
of any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 183 00652
000
Current owner(s) of Property: Jeffrey
Stewart and wife, vicky Stewart
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTy IS SOLD WITHOUT ANy
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARkETABILITy OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOyMENT OR
THE LIkE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.

Padgett Law Group, Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road, Suite
203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#18-000471
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13673
NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S
SALE
Default having been made in the payment of the debts and obligations
described in and secured by a certain
Deed of Trust executed by JACQUA
L. WADE to William Bartholomew,
a resident of Somerville, Fayette
County, Tennessee, Trustee, recorded
December 5, 2006 in Fayette County
Register’s Office at Inst#06010738
and the beneficial interest of said Deed
of Trust is owned by Bank of America,
N.A., and the undersigned having been
appointed Successor Trustee by instrument recorded in said Register’s Office,
this is notice that the undersigned will
on March 29, 2018 at 1:00PM local
time, at the Fayette County Courthouse,
located at 1 Court Square, Somerville,
Tennessee will proceed to sell at public
outcry to the highest and best bidder
for cash the following property located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record.
Described property is Lot 84, Mary B.
Sullivan Subdivision, as shown on plat
of record in Plat Book 2, Page 179, in
the Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Being the same property conveyed to
Jacqua Wade by Warranty Deed filed
simultaneously herewith in the aforesaid Register’s Office.
Property Address: 130 Sonny Blvd,
Williston, TN 38057
TAX ID: 118N-A-084.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: JACQUA
L. WADE
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 130
Sonny Blvd, Williston, TN 38057 but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO TENANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-117 have been met.
Other Interested Parties: Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
and the title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee. The right is
reserved to adjourn the sale to another
day, time and place certain without further publication, upon announcement
of the time and place for the sale set
forth above. If you purchase the property at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of certified bank check made payable to Solomon Baggett, LLC Escrow
Account. No personal checks will be
accepted. you must bring sufficient
funds to outbid the lender and any other
bidders. Insufficient funds will not be
accepted. Amounts received in excess
of the winning bid will be refunded to
the successful purchaser at the time
the foreclosure deed is delivered. This
property is being sold with the express
reservation that the sale is subject to
confirmation by the lender or trustee.
This sale may be rescinded by the
Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR AND IS ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Robert J. Solomon
Substitute Trustee
Solomon | Baggett, LLC
3763 Rogers Bridge Road
Duluth, Georgia 30097
(678) 243-2512
Our File No. CMS.02228
Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13675

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE`S
SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust dated April 23, 2015, executed
by Erik A. Graham a single man to
John C. Clark, Trustee, for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for FIRST STATE BANK, its
successors and assigns, and appearing of record on April 27, 2015, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, at Instrument Number
15004226, Deed Book T1997, Deed
Page 587
WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of
said Deed of Trust was last transferred
and assigned to TENNESSEE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, the party
entitled to enforce said security interest; and having appointed Clear Recon
LLC, the undersigned, as Substitute
Trustee by instrument filed or being
filed for record in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, with
all of the rights, powers, and privileges
of the original Trustee named in said
Deed of Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as
provided in said Deed of Trust, and that
the undersigned, Clear Recon LLC, as
Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed
agent, by virtue of the power, duty, and
authority vested and imposed upon said
Substitute Trustee will, on February 15,
2018, at 10:00 AM, local time, at the
Madison County Court House, located
in Jackson, Tennessee, proceed to sell
at public outcry to the highest and best
bidder for cash or certified funds ONLy,
the following described property situated in Madison County, to wit:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Madison,
State of Tennessee, and is described
as follows:
BEING Lot No. Ninety-four (94), Section V, Carroll Station Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record in
Plat Book 7, page 82, in the Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, reference to which is
hereby made for a more particular
description. (Legal description taken
from prior deed.)
Being the same real estate conveyed
to Erik A. Graham by deed of record
in Deed Book 728, page 905, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Property Address: 620 Gettysburg
Dr., Jackson, TN 38305
Tax Identification: Map 34I, Group
C, Parcel 22.00
Parcel ID: 034I C 02200 000
Commonly known as 620 Gettysburg
Dr, Jackson, TN 38305
However, by showing this address no
additional coverage is provided
The street address and parcel
number(s) of the above described
property are believed to be correct;
however, such references are not a
part of the legal description of the
property sold herein, and, in the event
of any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control
Current Owner(s) of Property: Erik
A. Graham
Other Interested Parties: Tennessee
Housing Development Agency
This sale is subject to tenant(s)/
occupant(s) rights in possession.
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property: Erik A. Graham; Tennessee
Housing Development Agency .
If the United States or the State of
Tennessee have any liens or claimed
lien(s) on the Property, and are named
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public notices
herein as interested parties, timely
notice has been given to the applicable
governmental entity, and the sale will
be subject to any applicable rights
of redemption held by the entity as
required by 26 U.S.C. § 7425 and/or
Tennessee Code § 67-1-1433.
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, homestead,
and dower are expressly waived in said
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed
to be good; however, the undersigned
will sell and convey only as Substitute
Trustee.
The transfer shall be AS IS, WHERE
IS, AND WITH ALL FAULTS, and without
warranties of any kind, express or implied, as to the condition of the Property
and the improvements located thereon,
including merchantability or fitness for
particular purpose. Trustee shall make
no covenant of seisin or warranty of
title, express or implied, and will sell
and convey the subject real property by
Substitute Trustee’s Deed only.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at
the time and place for the sale set
forth above.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS OFFICE IS ACTING AS A DEBT
COLLECTOR AND IS ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT. ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Clear Recon LLC
Substitute Trustee
5751 Uptain Road
Suite 514
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37411
Phone: (877) 319-8840
File No: 1292-430A
Jan. 26, Feb. 2, 9, 2018 Fnn13640
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 28, 2003,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded April 2,
2003, in Book No. T1464, at Page 314,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Rosemary Pigrum and Nathaniel
Pigrum, Jr., conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage, Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on March 1, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Being Lot No. 218, Phase II of
Shepards Field, a Plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 9,
Page 167 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee and
to which reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 10 Jacob Street,
Jackson, TN 38305-7379
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and

to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ROSEMARy PIGRUM
NATHANIEL PIGRUM, JR.
LvNv FUNDING LLC AS ASSIGNEE OF
SEARS-CITI/SEARS
LENDERS CREDIT UNION
LIvINGSTON FINANCIAL LLC
OLIPHANT FINANCIAL LLC AS ASSIGNEE
OF HSBC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set
forth above. In the event of inclement weather, the trustee hereby announces that the sale will be postponed
for a period of two weeks. In such
situations, notices will be mailed to
interested parties of record. W&A
No. 307270
DATED January 25, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13652
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 23, 2018 at 1:00PM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by James Brian
Fairchild, to Larry N. Westbrook, Esq.,
Trustee, as trustee for PHH Mortgage
Services on November 29, 2001 at
Book T1343, Page 214; and modified
by agreement recorded September
25, 2015 in Book T2007, Page 1437;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
The Bank of New york Trust Company,
N.A. as successor to JPMorgan Chase
Bank N.A. as Trustee, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEING Lot No. 8 in Section I of Nottingham Meadow Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
3, Page 315, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 65 Stratford Ln,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 043J D 018.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: James
Brian Fairchild
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
65 Stratford Ln, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of

homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of James Brian Fairchild,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 14-062997
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13657
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 1, 2004, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded April 7, 2004, in
Book No. T1571, at Page 137, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Felicia
Transou and kenneth Transou, conveying certain property therein described
to Charles R. Pettigrew as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Sebring
Capital Partners, Limited Partnership,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee, successor in
interest to Bank of America, National
Association as Trustee, successor by
merger to LaSalle Bank, National Association as Trustee for EMC Mortgage
Loan Trust 2006-A, Mortgage PassThrough Certificates, Series 2006-A.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee, successor in
interest to Bank of America, National
Association as Trustee, successor by
merger to LaSalle Bank, National Association as Trustee for EMC Mortgage
Loan Trust 2006-A, Mortgage PassThrough Certificates, Series 2006-A,
will, on March 7, 2018 on or about
1:00 PM, at the Madison County

Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale is
free from all exemptions, which are
expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated
in Madison County, Tennessee, and
being more particularly described as
follows:
Being Lot 171 in Section I-F of Old
Hickory Estates North, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
4, Page 37 and as revised in Plat
Book 4, Page 45, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee, reference to which plat is hereby
made for a more particular description of said lot showing its location
and the length and direction of its
boundary lines.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 9 Hazelton Cove,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property:
FELICIA TRANSOU
kENNETH TRANSOU
STATE OF TENNESSEE, DEPARTMENT
OF LABOR & WORkFORCE DEvELOPMENT
On or about April 15, 2014, the State
of Tennessee, filed a tax lien against
the Defendant, kenneth Transou, individually and D/B/A Bluesfest, recorded
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, Book L60 and Page
706. Any interest in the property held
by the State of Tennessee, by virtue
of the aforementioned tax lien is both
junior and inferior to the interests held
by U.S. Bank National Association,
as Trustee, successor in interest to
Bank of America, National Association as Trustee, successor by merger
to LaSalle Bank, National Association
as Trustee for EMC Mortgage Loan
Trust 2006-A, Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-A. Provided,
however, that the State of Tennessee,
pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated
§67-1-133, shall have one hundred and
twenty (120) days from the date of the
sale within which to redeem the property
by virtue of its tax lien(s) herein by payment of the actual amount paid by the
purchaser at the foreclosure sale, plus
any amount in excess of the expenses
necessarily incurred in connection with
such property, less the income from
such property, plus a reasonable rental
value of such property. As required by
law, the State of Tennessee has been
given timely notice of this action.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the
sale will be postponed for a period of
two weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties of
record. W&A No. 90421
DATED January 25, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13658
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 16, 2014,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded January
22, 2014, in Book No. T1970, at Page
1390, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Joanne McLeroy,
conveying certain property therein
described to kevin Carter as Trustee
for Preferred Plus Financial Corporation;

and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
March 1, 2018 on or about 10:00 AM,
at the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived in
the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin in the
Southerly right-of-way of Lowery
Road, said point being 450 feet
Northerly along the Southwesterly
right-of-way of Lowery Road from
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Evans 3.0
acre tract as described in Book 322,
page 197, in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee; thence
S 44 degrees 35’ W 386 feet; thence
N 25 degrees 20’ W 173 feet; thence
N 55 degrees 08’ E 354 feet to the
Southwesterly right-of-way of Lowery
Road; thence southerly along the
Southwesterly right-of-way of Lowery Road 100 feet to the point of
beginning, containing one acre or
more, as surveyed by Joseph W.
New, R.L.S.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 354 Lowery Road,
Medon, TN 38356
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JOANNE MCLEROy
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 314907
DATED January 25, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13659
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated August 1, 2003, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded August 1, 2003,
in Book No. T1504, at Page 937, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by kimberly A. Stello, conveying certain
property therein described to R. Bradley
Sigler as Trustee for Administrator of
the Small Business Administration,
an agency of the Government of the
United States of America; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Administrator, U.S.
Small Business Administration, an
Agency of the Government of the United
States of America.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
Continued on Page 32
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virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Administrator,
U.S. Small Business Administration,
an Agency of the Government of the
United States of America, will, on
March 7, 2018 on or about 1:00 PM,
at the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described
to the highest bidder FOR certified
funds paid at the conclusion of the
sale, or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a found iron pin in the
Northeastern margin of Woodgrove
Drive, said point being the Southeast
corner of Lot Number 2, Section I
Ramblewood East a plat of record
on Plat Book 5, Page 302 in the
Register’s Office, Madison County,
Tennessee; thence North 31 degrees
10 minutes 21 seconds East with
the East margin of Lot 2 a distance
of 312.48 feet to a found iron pin in
the Northeast corner of Lot 2; thence
North 88 degrees 03 minutes 34
seconds East a distance of 41.81
feet to a found iron pin in the Northwest corner of Lot 7; thence South
04 degrees 04 minutes 17 seconds
East with the West margin of Lot 7
a distance of 208.72 feet to a found
iron pin in the Southwest corner of
Lot 7 and in the Northern margin
of Lot 4; thence South 48 degrees
37 minutes 37 seconds West with
the Northwestern margin of Lot 4 a
distance of 188.72 feet to a found
iron pin in the Eastern margin of
Woodgrove Drive, said point also
being the Northwestern corner of
Lot 4, thence in a Northwesterly
direction following a curve to the left
of the Eastern margin of Woodgrove
Drive having a radius of 329.60 feet
a distance of 100.40 feet to the
point of beginning. Being Lot Number 3 in Section I of the aforesaid
platted Subdivision. This description
was written from the description
furnished, as surveyed by McRae
Engineering, TLN 430.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 23 Woodgrove
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property:
kIMBERLy A. STELLO
ADMINISTRATOR, U.S. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, AN AGENCy
OF THE GOvERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA
UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS,
UNION PLANTERS NATIONAL BANk
RONALD STELLO AND CAROL A.
STELLO
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the
sale will be postponed for a period of
two weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties of
record. W&A No. 231029
DATED January 31, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2018 Fnn13661
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 25, 2010,

and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded November
5, 2010, in Book No. 893, at Page
263, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Rhonda Lynn, conveying
certain property therein described to
Michael Burns as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Everett Financial,
Inc DBA Supreme Lending, A Texas
Corporation, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on April 19, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin found in
the South margin of Executed Drive
at the Northwest corner of this lot
and the Northeast corner of Lot
No. 9, Section IV, Autumn Valley
Subdivision; thence from the point
of beginning and with the South
margin of Executive Drive (25 feet
from centerline), South 88 degrees
51 minutes 05 seconds East 75.00
feet to an iron pin found in the
West line of Section V, Autumn
Valley Subdivision; thence with the
West line of said Section V, South
01 degree 27 minutes 00 seconds
West 161.45 feet to an iron pin
found in the North line of Section II,
Autumn Valley Subdivision; thence
with the North line of said Section
II, North 88 degrees 50 minutes 45
seconds West 75.00 feet to an iron
pin found at the Southeast corner
of Lot No. 9, Section IV, Autumn
Valley Subdivision; thence with the
East line of said Lot No. 9, North
01 degree 27 minutes 00 seconds
East 161.44 feet to the point of
beginning. Being Lot No. 10, Section
IV, Autumn Valley Subdivision, a plat
of which appears of record in Plat
Book 6 at Page 4 in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee, as surveyed on May 10, 1994,
by Reasons Engineering, 3825 East
End Drive, Humboldt, TN 38343.
THIS CONVEYANCE IS SUBJECT
TO ALL RESTRICTIONS, EASMENTS,
SETBACK LINES, AND OTHER CONDITIONS SHOWN OF RECORD IN THE
REGISTER’S OFFICE FOR MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 208 Executive
Drive, Jackson, TN 38305-2321
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines that may be
applicable; any statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency,
state or federal; any prior liens or
encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an
interest in the above- referenced
property:
RHONDA LyNN
ENTERPRISE NATIONAL BANk
ESTATE OF RHONDA LyNN
HEIRS, IF ANy, OF RHONDA LyNN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the

trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 327653
DATED January 29, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13662
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
March 1, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Elizabeth
C. Mann, to David W. kious, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”),
solely as nominee for Guaranty Trust
Company on March 19, 2010 at Book
T1878, Page 786; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition
Corp., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING on an iron rod in the west
margin of Seavers Road and being 28
feet from the center of said road and
also being the southeast corner of the
original 2.27 acre tract conveyed to
John Lee Branch of which the herein
described is a part; thence with the
margin of said road North 4 degrees
48 minutes 54 seconds West a
distance of 100 feet to an iron rod
being the southeast corner of Bonnie A. Raney; thence with the south
line of Raney South 84 degrees 32
minutes 06 seconds West a distance
of 215.33 feet to an iron road; thence
North a distance of 81.85 feet to an
iron rod; thence South 84 degrees 32
minutes West a distance of 193.19
feet to an iron rod in the east line of
Floyd Allen and being the southwest
corner of Bonnie A. Raney; thence
with the east line of Allen South 7
degrees 56 minutes 20 seconds West
a distance of 183.69 feet to a flat
iron and being the southwest corner
of the original John Lee Branch 2.27
acre tract; thence with the south line
of said 2.27 acre tract North 84 degrees 53 minutes 44 seconds East a
distance of 442.18 feet to the point of
beginning. As surveyed by C.E. Lewis
R.L.S. #1380, Jackson, Tennessee
on August 5, 1997.
BEING the same real property conveyed to Elizabeth C. Mann by deed of
record in Deed Book 703, page 762
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 68 Seavers Road,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 122 030.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Elizabeth C. Mann
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
68 Seavers Road, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder

with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Elizabeth C. Mann,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 14-061567
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13664
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on March
29, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., local time,
at the north entrance of the Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, TN 38301, pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Laurinda
C. Johnson, a single woman, to Charles
Patterson, Attorney, as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”) as nominee
for Paramount Residential Mortgage
Group, Inc., dated January 27, 2016,
of record in Book T2014, Page 1448,
modified at Book T2054, Page 1843,
in the Register’s Office for Madison
County, Tennessee (“Deed of Trust”),
conducted by Padgett Law Group,
having been appointed Substitute
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default in
the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of said Deed of
Trust has been made; and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party entitled to enforce the debt:
Paramount Residential Mortgage
Group, Inc.
Other interested parties: Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development
The hereinafter described real property
located in Madison County will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:.
Legal Description: BEGINNING at an

iron rod in the southeast margin of
Belfield Cove at the northeast corner
of Lot No. 6, Section v, Humboldt Road
Estates, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 4, Page 289 in the
Register`s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; thence South 29 degrees
19 minutes East, with the eastern margin of Lot No. 6, a distance of 183.7
feet to an iron rod at the southeast
corner of Lot No. 6; thence North 86
degrees 21 minutes East, a distance
of 40 feet to an iron rod; thence North
28 degrees 35 minutes East, a distance of 95 feet to an iron rod; thence
North 42 degrees 03 minutes West, a
distance of 172.9 feet to an iron rod
in the southeast margin of Belfield
Cove; thence around a curve with the
southeast margin of said Cove in the
southwestern direction, having a radius
of 161 feet, a distance of 84.10 feet to
the beginning. Being Lot Number Five
(5), Section 5, Humboldt Road Estates,
platted as aforesaid.
Street Address: The street address
of the property is believed to be 16
Belfield Cove, Jackson, TN 38305, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property. In the event
of any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 044D C 01118
000
Current owner(s) of Property: Laurinda
C. Johnson
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTy IS SOLD WITHOUT ANy
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARkETABILITy OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOyMENT OR
THE LIkE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group, Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road, Suite
203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#18-000134
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13671
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on March
12, 2018 on or about 1:00PM local
time, at the Main entrance (North Door)
of the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, conducted by the
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public notices
Substitute Trustee as identified and set
forth herein below, pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by TONyA WARDLOW,
to Rob v. Budhwa, Trustee, on June
22, 2006, at Record Book T1762,
Page 1393-1411 as Instrument No.
06011062 in the real property records
of Madison County Register’s Office,
Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: HSBC BANk USA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE OF
THE FIELDSTONE MORTGAGE INvESTMENT TRUST, SERIES 2006-2
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
Beginning at an iron pin on the southeast margin of North Royal Street (30
feet at right angles from centerline) at
the northeast corner of Lot No. 3 North
Royal Subdivision as recorded in Plat
Book 9, Page 109 in the Register`s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
thence with the southeast margin of
North Royal Street North 66 degrees
38 minutes 29 seconds east a distance of 56.56 feet to an iron pin at
the northwest corner of Lot 5; thence
with the west line of Lot 5 South 24
degrees 21 minutes 31 seconds East
a distance of 150 feet to an iron pin;
thence South 66 degrees 38 minutes
29 seconds West a distance of 56.56
feet to an iron pin at the southwest
corner of Lot 3; thence with the east
line of Lot 3 north 24 degrees 21
minutes 31 seconds west a distance
of 150 feet to the point of beginning,
Being Lot No. 4, North Royal Subdivision, platted as aforesaid.
Being the same property conveyed
to Tonya Wardlow by deed of record in Deed Book 681 Page 1750
Register`s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Tax ID: 0650.F.0010.04
Current Owner(s) of Property: TONyA
WARDLOW
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 1454
N Royal St., Jackson, TN 38301, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOURN
THE DAy OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAy, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANy TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITy OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANy REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLy TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: MRC
RECEIvABLES CORP
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside for
any reason, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return of
the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.

MWZM FILE NO. 16-001703-670
MACkIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13669

trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 327839
DATED February 5, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13676

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated September 15, 2008,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded September 25, 2008, in Book No. T1842, at
Page 1147, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Barbara E. Sims and
Charles Woods, Jr., conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold M.
Weiss, ESQ as Trustee for Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on April 19, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the north
margin of Hillary Drive (25 feet at
right angles from centerline) a the
southeast corner of Lot 202, Section
II, Alta Vista Heights Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 5, page 308
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with
the east line of Lot 202 North 4
degrees 52 minutes East a distance
of 119.80 feet to an Iron pin;
thence South 87 degrees 05 minutes
East a distance of 145 feet to an
iron pin on the west margin of Erin
Drive; thence with the west margin
of Erin Drive South 4 degrees 52
minutes West a distance of 95.60
feet to a point at the beginning
of a curve; thence with said curve
(Radius of 25 feet) to the right a
distance of 38.40 feet to a point
on the north margin of Hillary Drive;
thence with the north margin of
Hillary Drive North 87 degrees 05
minutes West a distance of 120.80
feet to the point of beginning. Being Lot 219. Section ll-A, Alta Vista
Heights Subdivision recorded in Plat
Book 6, page 3 in said Register’s
Office, as surveyed by David Hall
Land Surveying Company, R.L.S.,
#943, on December 22, 1993.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 135 Hillary Drive,
Jackson, TN 38305-2653
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
BARBARA E. SIMS
CHARLES WOODS, JR.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 25, 2003,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded May 12,
2003, in Book No. T1477, at Page 129,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Anthony L. Wallace and Candie Wallace, conveying certain property therein
described to kathy J. Winstead as
Trustee for Ufm Consumer Finance, Inc.;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on April
19, 2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at
the Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an existing iron pin
in the Southern margin of Pattie
Cove, said point being the northeast
corner of Lot No. 30 of Section IV of
Hiram Valley Subdivision, a plat of
record in Plat Book 3, page 58 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, and runs thence South
33 degrees 17 minutes West with
the East line of Lot No. 30; 135.5
feet to an existing corner post at
the southeast corner of Lot No. 30;
thence South 35 degrees 10 minutes
East 100 feet to an existing iron
pin; thence North 64 degrees 01
minutes East 82 feet to the Southwest corner of Lot No. 28; thence
North 10 degrees 57 minutes East
with the West line of Lot No. 28, 170
feet to a point in the South margin of
Pattie Cove; thence in a Westerly
and Southwesterly direction with
the South margin of Pattie Cove
and the curve thereof, a distance of
91 feet to the point of beginning.
Being Lot Number 28 in Section IV
of Hiram Valley Subdivision, platted
as aforementioned.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 46 Pattie Cove,
Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
ANTHONy L. WALLACE
CANDIE WALLACE CAPITAL ONE
BANk
LvNv FUNDING, LLC AS ASSIGNEE OF
CAPITOL ONE
SECRETARy OF HOUSING & URBAN
DEvELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In

the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 91554
DATED February 7, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13678

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 17, 2011, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded June 22, 2011,
in Book No. 1517, at Page 234, and
modified on August 7, 2013, In Book
No. 1599, At Page 417 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Pamela R.
Rodgers, conveying certain property
therein described to Henry H. Hyman
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for IBERIABANk Mortgage Company,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
February 15, 2018 on or about 10:00
AM, at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at a found spindle in the
centerline of Elm Grove Road, being
the Northeast corner of The Koons
Family Trust, Record Book 946, Page
194 and Record Book 946, Page
196, and being in the West line of
Welton C. Waits, Record Book 1053,
Page 636; thence leaving said road
along the East line of The Koons
Family Trust and the West line of
Waits, S 01 deg. 27’ 52” E, 725.92
feet to a found 1 1/4 inch rod with
witness T Post at the Southeast
corner of The Koons Family Trust and
the Southwest corner of Waits and
being in a North line of John Spencer
Roberts, Record Book 1089, Page
97; thence with the South line of
The Koons Family Trust and a North
line of Roberts, S 86 deg. 46’ 08”
W, 1246.66 feet to a set 5/8 rebar
with washer at the Southwest corner
of this 18.84 acre partition; thence
with the West line of said partition
with the following three (3) courses:
N 23 deg. 33’ 00” E, 266.45 feet
to a set 1/2 inch rebar with cap;
N 41 deg. 36’ 21” W, 342.03 feet
to a set 1/2 inch rebar with cap;
N 16 deg. 12’ 47” E, 185.20 feet
to a set 1/2 inch with cap at the
Northwest corner of said partition;
thence with a North line of said
partition with the following four (4)
courses: N 62 deg. 56’ 08” E, 97.57
feet to a set 1/2 inch rebar with
cap; S 64 deg. 16’ 51’ E, 212.42
feet to a set 1/2 rebar with cap; S
56 deg. 36’ 40” E, 289.35 feet to
a set 1/2 inch rebar with cap; N 50
deg, 13’ 48” E,.252.72 feet to a set
5/8 inch rebar with washer at the
North side of power pole; thence
with a West line.of said partition,
N 02 deg. 40’ 09” E, 150.04 feet
to a set 1/2 inch rebar with cap at a
exterior corner of said partition and

being in the South line Wayne
Koons, Record Book 1446, Page
675; thence with a North line of
The Koons Family Trust and the
South line of Wayne Koons, N 85
deg, 23’ 31” E, 445.04 feet to a
found 1 1/4 inch rod with witness T
Post at a interior corner of The Koons
Family Trust and a.Southeast corner
of Wayne Koons; thence with the
West line of The Koons Family Trust
and a East line of Wayne Koons, N
23 deg. 42’ 42” E, 28.50 feet to
a found spindle in the centerline of
Elm Grove Road, being a exterior
corner of The Koons Family Trust
and the Easternmost corner of Wayne
Koons; thence with the centerline of
Elm Grove Road, 8 67 deg, 54’ 54”
E, 128.33 feet and returning to the
point of beginning and containing
18.84 acres, more or less. There
is to be excepted from this 18.84
acres that portion occupied by the
right of way of Elm Grove Road (50
foot total R.0.W.)
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1439 Elm Grove
Road, Burlison, TN 38015
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
PAMELA R. RODGERS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 323391
DATED January 17, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 26, Feb. 2, 9, 2018 Fnn13643
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 24, 2003,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
14, 2003, in Book No. 1087, at
Page 125, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by Timothy L. Wheat
and Sandra Leanne Wheat, conveying
certain property therein described to
Arnold Weiss as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Pulaski Mortgage
Company, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by New Residential
Mortgage Loan Trust 2017-3.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by New Residential
Mortgage Loan Trust 2017-3, will, on
February 21, 2018 on or about 9:00
AM, at the Tipton County Courthouse,
Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale
certain property hereinafter described to
the highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
credit bid from a bank or other lending
entity pre-approved by the successor
trustee. The sale is free from all exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 67, Green Pastures Subdivision,
Section C, as shown on Plat Cabinet
F, Slide 122-B, in the Register’s OfContinued on Page 34
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fice of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 274 Sunflower
Drive, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
TIMOTHy L. WHEAT
SANDRA LEANNE WHEAT
SPRINGCASTLE CREDIT FUNDING
TRUST
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 121737
DATED January 23, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 26, Feb. 2, 9, 2018 Fnn13647
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated June 7, 2004, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded June 18, 2004, in Book No.
1146, at Page 611, in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,

Tennessee, executed by Douglas Toliver
and Teresa Toliver, conveying certain
property therein described to Lenders
Title & Escrow as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Transland Financial
Services, Inc, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan
Chase Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
March 21, 2018 on or about 9:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin in the
Northwest corner of Mt. Carmel
Road and Huffman Road: thence
North 04 degrees, 00 minutes West
along the West line on Mt. Carmel
Road, 209.22 feet to an iron pin:
thence South 85 degrees, 00 minutes West, 260.70 feet to an iron
pin: thence South 04 degrees, 00
Minutes East, 209.22 feet to an
iron pin in the North line of Huffman
Road, thence North 86 degrees,
00 minutes East, along the North
line of Huffman Road, 260.70 feet
to the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 7421 Mount Carmel Road, Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines

that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DOUGLAS TOLIvER
TERESA TOLIvER
SECRETARy OF HOUSING & URBAN
DEvELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right is
reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 89038
DATED January 18, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 26, Feb. 2, 9, 2018 Fnn13644
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated November 21, 2006, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded November 28,
2006, in Book No. 1312, at Page 22,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Harvey W. Gillentine and Mary J.
Gillentine, conveying certain property
therein described to John O. Rhea as
Trustee for National City Mortgage, a
division of National City Bank; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by HSBC Bank USA,
National Association as Trustee for
Merrill Lynch Alternative Note Asset
Trust, Series 2007-A2.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby

Reliable.
Concise.
Unbiased.

given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by HSBC Bank USA,
National Association as Trustee for
Merrill Lynch Alternative Note Asset
Trust, Series 2007-A2, will, on February
21, 2018 on or about 9:00 AM, at the
Tipton County Courthouse, Covington,
Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 135, Rolling Meadows, Section E
as recorded in Plat Cabinet D, Slide
91 in the Tipton County Register’s
Office to which plat reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot. Subject to
the subdivision restrictions at Book
788, Page 762; within Deed at Book
642, Page 224 building lines and
easements at Plat Cabinet D, Slide
91 in the Tipton County Register’s
Office.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 57 Meadowlark
Cove, Drummonds, TN 38023
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
HARvEy W. GILLENTINE
MARy J. GILLENTINE
The sale held pursuant to this Notice

may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the
sale will be
postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 326863
DATED January 18, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 26, Feb. 2, 9, 2018 Fnn13645
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 27, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Jeremiah Trundle,
to Charles Ennis, Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Patriot
Bank on October 31, 2008 at Record
Book 1417, Page 185, Instrument No.
122656; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle,
LLP, having been appointed Substitute
or Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition
Corp., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 143, Woodlawn Plantation, Section E, of record at Plat Cabinet F,
Slide 83 and 84 of the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee,
to which reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
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public notices
This being the same property
conveyed to Grantor herein by Warranty Deed being filed simultaneously
herewith.
Street Address: 331 Bloomington Dr,
Brighton, Tennessee 38011
Parcel Number: 98B B 001.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jeremiah Trundle, an unmarried man
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
331 Bloomington Dr, Brighton, Tennessee 38011, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jeremiah Trundle,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-114220
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13649

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
March 1, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Martha E. Davis, to
Michael Burns, Trustee, as trustee for
Aspire Financial, Inc DBA Texaslending.
com on May 14, 2015 at Record Book
1655, Page 582; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Federal National Mortgage Association
(“Fannie Mae”), a corporation organized
and existing under the laws of the
United States of America, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Tipton, City
of Covington, State of Tennessee,
and is described as follows:
Lot 2, Culbreath Road Estate Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Cabinet D, Slide 190-B, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
The above described property being
the same conveyed to us by deed of
record at book 800, page 941, in
the registers office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Parcel ID #070-001.11-000
This being the same property conveyed to Horace L. Davis, Martha E.
Davis, and Sharon Davis varner, as
joints tenants with a right of survivorship from James A. J ohnson and
wife, Gloria A. Johnson in a deed
dated September 18,2000 and
recorded October 03,2000 in Book
915 page 591. Horace L. Davis left
this life on Memphis, TN on October
31,2006. Title now vests in Martha
E. Davis and Sharon Davis varner
Property commonly known as: 284
Culbreath Road Covington, TN
38019
Street Address: 284 Culbreath Rd,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 070 001.11
Current Owner(s) of Property: Martha
E. Davis, an unmarried woman
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
284 Culbreath Rd, Covington, Tennessee 38019, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Martha E. Davis,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the

terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-114425
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13650
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 12, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
23, 2012, in Book No. 1567, at Page
165, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Sidney R. Bracken, Jr. and Robin
Bracken, conveying certain property
therein described to TITLE SPECIALISTS
INC as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for New Penn Financial, LLC, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on April 4, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lots 6 and 7, Liberty Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 2, page 96
in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee and being more
particularly described as follows.
Beginning at a point in the west
line of Lee Street, said point being
in the southeast comer of Lot 8;
thence south along the west line of

Lee Street 200.00 feet to a point
in the northeast comer of Lot 5;
thence west along the north line
of Lot 5, 247.75 feet to a point;
thence north 02 deg. 02 min. 59
sec. West, 200.00 feet to a point
in the southwest comer of Lot 8;
thence east along the south line
of Lots 8, 247.75 feet to the point
of beginning. Property subject to
subdivision restrictions, setback
requirements and easements of
record at Plat Book 2, page 96 in the
Register’s Office for Tipton County,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 167 Lee Street
Brighton,, Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
SIDNEy R. BRACkEN, JR.
ROBIN BRACkEN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 243268
DATED January 29, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13663
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 27, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Garrett E. kuykendall, to Charles M. Ennis, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Patriot Bank on February 28, 2014
at Book 1617, Page 320, Instrument
No. 174910; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition
Corp., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Tract 1:
Beginning at a stake in the center of
Highway 54 at the southwest corner
of the E.L. Haynie tract, thence with
the southwest corner of the E.L.
Haynie tract, thence with the center
of said Highway 54 west 618 feet
to a stake at the southeast corner
of the present Marshall Hughey lot;
thence north with the east line of
the present Hughey lot 178 feet to a
stake, being the northeast corner of
the present Hughey lot in the center
of the old abandoned Covington-gift
road; thence east with the center of
the old Covington-Gift abandoned dirt
road 682 feet to a stake in Haynie’s
west line; thence with Haynie’s west
line south 190 feet to the point of
beginning and being a portion of the
land conveyed to us by R.S. Hasting
and wife by deed recorded in Book
196, Page 9, in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
Tract 2:
Beginning at a point in the centerline
of Highway 54 East said point being
the southeast corner of Ray’s property
also being the southwest corner of

the 1.00 acre tract conveyed in Deed
book 267, Page 461, from said point
northwestwardly along the centerline
of Highway 54 East, north 77 degrees 29’ 19” west 109.77 feet to
the southwest corner of this survey,
thence northeastwardly along the
west line of this surey and along an
old fence line, north 12 degrees 06’
18” east, 29.70 feet to the northwest corner of this survey being in
the centerline of the old abandoned
Covington Gift Road, thence southeastwardly along the old abandoned
Covington Gift Road being the north
lie of said survey, south 68 degrees
41’ 43” east, 62.45 feet to an angle
point, thence continuing along said
abandoned road, south 68 degrees
47’ 04” east, 26.42 feet to the
northeast corner of said 1.00 acre
tract as recorded in Deed Book 267,
Page 461, thence southwestwardly
along the east line of said survey, also
being the west line of the 1.00 acre
lot south 06 degrees 12’ 22” east,
217.43 feet to the point of beginning.
According the survey of van e. Boals,
dated July 6, 1978.
However there is excepted out of
the above all that part occupied by
Highway 54 East.
Tract 3:
Beginning at the southwest corner
of the Gracie E. Dowdproperty as
recorded in Deed Book 461, Page
217, which this 0.63 acre partition
is a part, also being the southeast
corner of Marshall Hughey (274/455)
and being in the centerline of Highway
54; thence in a northeastwardly direction along the west line of Dowd and
the east line of Marshall Hughey, N
03 degrees 30” 00” E, and passing
through a fence corner at 36.70 feet
and continuing along the general
alignment of a post and wire fence,
a call distance of 183.70 feet, but in
all a measured distance of 182.66
feet to a found I.P. at a fence corner
being the northwest corner of Dowd,
also being an exterior corner of James
F. Blanchard, III, (378/340); thence
in a southeastwardly direction along
the north line of Dowd and a south
line of Blanchard, S 84 degrees 52’
35” E, with the general alignment of
a post and wire fence, a distance of
150.24 feet to a fence corner being
the northeast corner of this partition;
thence in a southwestwardly direction
along the east line of this partition,
S 06 degrees 10’ 39” W, with the
general alignment of a post and wire
fence and passing through a fence
corner at 162.90 feet, but in all a
distance of 96.88 feet to the southeast corner of this partition, being in
the centerline of Highway 54; thence
in a northwestwardly direction along
the centerline of Highway 54, 79
degrees 07’ 12” W, 142.16 feet to
the point of beginning and containing
0.63 acres, more or less.
However, there is to be excepted
from the above described survey all
that portion which is occupied by the
R.O.W. of Highway 54.
Being the same property convey to
Garrett E. kuykendall by deed of
record in Book 1617, Page 316, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Property also known as 2800 Highway
54 E., Covington, TN 38019
Map 042, Parcel 029.00
Street Address: 2800 Hwy 54 East,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 042-029.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Garrett
E. kuykendall
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
2800 Hwy 54 East, Covington, Tennessee 38019, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
Continued on Page 36
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Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 35
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Discover Bank c/o
Michelle S. Moghadom, attorney.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Garrett E. kuykendall,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-114294
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13665
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on February 27, 2018 at 11:00 am local time,
at the north door, Tipton County Court-

house, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Ray W. Davis, to Nationwide Trustee Services, Inc., Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
on October 26, 2015 at Record Book
1702, Page 526; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, its
successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot #63 of Quito Estates Section C
as recorded in Plat Cabinet C, Slides
46 & 47-A of the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee.
And being the same property conveyed
from Dick Moore, Inc., the Grantor,
to Ray W Davis, Peggy M. Stirrat and
Gail E. Stirrat, as joint tenants with full
rights of survivorship, the Grantees by
virtue of Deed dated 01/10/1996,
and recorded 01/16/1996, in Book
762 at Page 784 among the aforesaid
Land Records.
Street Address: 205 Jamestown Dr,
Millington, Tennessee 38053
Parcel Number: 146F A 029.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: The
Heirs of Ray W. Davis
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
205 Jamestown Dr, Millington, Tennessee 38053, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include: All
parties claiming by, through, or under
Ray Davis.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Ray W. Davis, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
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as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 18-114402
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
March 1, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Philip L Faulkner, to
kathy Winstead, Trustee, as trustee for
Chase Manhattan Mortgage Corporation, a New Jersey Corporation on July
19, 2004 at Record Book 1152, Page
869; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 101, Section C, Rolling Meadows
Subdivision, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Cabinet C, Slide 68, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
This being the same property
conveyed to Philip L. Faulkner, by
Warranty Deed of record at Book
1152, Page 867, in the aforesaid
Register’s Office.
Street Address: 131 Country Meadow
Lane, Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 145C D 045.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Philip
L. Faulkner
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
131 Country Meadow Lane, Atoka,
Tennessee 38004, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any appli-

cable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Philip L Faulkner,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 18-114602
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 29, 2010,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded February 10, 2010, in Book No. 1466, at
Page 805, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Billy O. Smith and Mary
C. Smith, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
ESQ as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby

given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., will, on March 1, 2018
on or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
The following described property: Lying and being in the 1st Civil District
of Tipton County, Tennessee, and
thus described: Being Lot No. 99 of
Phase One, The Links Subdivision,
as recorded at Plat Cabinet D, Slide
111-114 in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 68 Eagle Trace
Road, Covington, TN 38019-3588
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
BILLy O. SMITH
MARy C. SMITH
BANkTENNESSEE
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 327719
DATED January 31, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13670
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 13, 2011, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded July 15, 2011,
in Book No. 1519, at Page 673, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Nathan A. Hammett, conveying
certain property therein described
to Robert L. Crawford as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Evolve
Bank & Trust, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank NA, will, on February 28, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
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and thus
described: Being
7.05 acre partition
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of the Dr. Sid Witherington, Jr. property
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9 - 15,2018
2018

January 30-February 5, 2015 29
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located on the north side of Burkhardt
Road in the 5th Civil District of Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows: Beginning at the southeast corner of said
partition, and being a southwest corner
of B. E. Mathis, as shown of record
in Deed Book 359, Page 246, of the
Register`s office of Tipton County, Tennessee, also being an interior corner of
Dr. Sid Witherington property as shown
of record in Deed Book 256, Page
241, of the Register`s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, being a part of Item
No.3 of which this 7.05 acre partition
is a part, and being in the centerline of
Burkhardt Road (being a 12 foot wide
gravel road), thence Southwestwardly
along the centerline of said road, also
being the south line of said partition S
81 degrees 11` 23” W, 322.10 feet to
the southwest corner of said partition,
thence Northwestwardly along the west
line of said partition, N 07 degrees 00”
W, and passing through a power pole
at 47.00 feet but in all 986.72 feet to
the northwest corner of said partition,
being in the centerline of a field road,
also being in the south property line
of the Robert Thompson property as
recorded in Deed Book 332, page 10,
and in a north property line of Witherington, thence southeastwardly along
the centerline of said field road, being
a north line of Witherington and the
north line of said partition, also being
the south line of Robert Thompson, S
87 degrees 23` 59” E, 326.47 feet to
the northeast corner of said partition,
also being the northwest corner of B.E.
Mathis, and being in the south line of
Robert Thompson, thence southeastwardly along the east line of Witherington, also being the west line of B.E.
Mathis, S 07 degrees 00` E 922.10
feet to the point of beginning.
Street Address: The street address
of the property is believed to be 496
Burkhardt Road, Drummonds, TN
38023, but such address is not part of
the legal description of the property. In
the event of any discrepancy, the legal
description herein shall control.
Map/Parcel Number: 093 03702
000
Current owner(s) of Property: Brian k.
Adkins and wife, Mary Adkins, as tenants by the entirety
This sale is subject to all matters shown
on any applicable recorded Plat or Plan;
any unpaid taxes and assessments;
any restrictive covenants, easements
or setback lines that may be applicable;
rights of redemption, equity, statutory
or otherwise, not otherwise waived
in the Deed of Trust, including rights
of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; and any and
all prior deeds of trust, liens, dues,
assessments, encumbrances, defects,
adverse claims and other matters that
may take priority over the Deed of Trust
upon which this foreclosure sale is
conducted or are not extinguished by
this Foreclosure Sale.
THE PROPERTy IS SOLD WITHOUT ANy
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES,
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING
TO TITLE, MARkETABILITy OF TITLE,
POSSESSION, QUIET ENJOyMENT OR
THE LIkE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL
OR PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.
The title is believed to be good, but
the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
sale to another time certain or to
another day, time, and place certain,
without further publication upon announcement on the day, time, and
place of sale set forth above or any
subsequent adjourned day, time, and
place of sale.
If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price
is due and payable at the conclusion
of the auction in the form of a certified
check made payable to or endorsed
to Padgett Law Group. No personal
checks will be accepted. To this end,
you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and any other bidders.
Insufficient funds will not be accepted.
Amounts received, in excess of the
winning bid will be refunded to the
successful purchaser at the time the
foreclosure deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or

trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT, AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
Padgett Law Group, Substitute Trustee
6267 Old Water Oak Road, Suite
203
Tallahassee, Florida 32312
PH: (850) 422-2520
FX: (850) 422-2567
PLG#17-011459
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018
Fnn13674
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 16, 2015,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March 18,
2015, in Book No. 1649, at Page 234,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Heath A. keith, conveying certain
property therein described to Sherrell
Armstrong as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for First Citizens National
Bank, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by JPMorgan Chase
Bank, National Association, will, on
March 1, 2018 on or about 10:00 AM,
at the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 6, Franklin Estates as shown
on plat of record in Plat Cabinet C,
Slide 167 in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property. Subject to building lines
and easements at Plat Cabinet C,
Slide 167 in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 434 Jim Mckenzie
Road, Brighton, TN 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
HEATH A. kEITH
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 322824
DATED February 6, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2018
Fnn13677
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Nasdaq VP Talks
Up Blockchain
In Memphis
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The guest speaker at this
month’s Economic Club of Memphis luncheon discussed blockchain technology, a subject that
has filtered into the mainstream
conversation. Presenting the topic
to a roomful of bankers and business leaders also gave it addiFREDRIK VOSS
tional prominence at a time when
blockchain-related news has been
multiplying.
The industry publication FreightWaves, for example, in recent days reported that FedEx Corp. has joined the Blockchain
in Transport Alliance. FedEx is part of the alliance’s standards
board and has launched a pilot program using blockchain for
data storage related to resolving disputes.
That’s according to FedEx vice president of strategic planning and analysis Dale Chrystie, who told the publication that
the Memphis-based shipping giant is interested in working on
blockchain pilot programs in addition to having some already
underway.
Fredrik Voss, vice president for blockchain innovation at
Nasdaq, was the guest speaker at this week’s Economic Club
of Memphis luncheon. He talked about the technology and its
uses, and its relation to bitcoin and other digital currencies,
among other things.Part of the reason the topic is gaining
prominence, he said, is that organizations like his simply owe
it to themselves to dive into new technologies and innovations
as they arise and see if there’s something there that’s useful
and can be applied to their enterprise.
“We’ve had similar tracks (at Nasdaq) for machine learning, for Internet of Things, the use of cloud … we have people
following what’s going on on the quantum-computing side,
and we think blockchain has the potential to be relevant for
many other industries,” Voss said. “If we don’t look at this,
our competitors will.”
The financial website Investopedia defines blockchain as
a “digitized, decentralized, public ledger” of cryptocurrency
transactions. While blockchains were originally developed as
an accounting method for bitcoin, the technology has a variety
of commercial uses today.
In Memphis, for example, the commodities trading and
agribusiness software provider The Seam said in early 2017
that it would be working with IBM and cotton industry leaders to create a blockchain-based ecosystem for global trading
and field-to-fabric supply chain innovations. The Seam was
founded by leading global agribusiness companies and specializes in commodity trading and management systems.
In December 2000, it began operating the world’s first
completely online, anonymous exchange for cotton trading.
The FedEx Institute of Technology has also hosted at least
one training course on blockchain technology, part of a broader
push to position itself at the center of innovation in the city.
Part of the motivation in bringing Voss to Memphis is
that the technology can’t exist in a vacuum. It needs as many
people as possible using it. Which is why companies like his,
like FedEx, and others are in the early stages of at least learning
about the technology.
“The value proposition of this technology is that it’s used
by a collective,” Voss said. “You almost need a network effect
to make it more valuable. You need a group of users together
to deploy a solution based on this technology. And that’s hard.
The financial industry is pretty good at it – we collaborate on a
lot of things. On exchanges, clearing houses, on swaps infrastructures. But these are long processes. It takes a long time
for a group to agree on governance. On how exactly we want
it to work. Going from vision to design and implementation
is a challenge.”
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Leadership Should Come
With More Dialogue

W

hen two groups agree
on a general goal but
not the way to accomplish that goal,
the differences can
be overcome. When the two groups
question the motives of each other, it
becomes much more difficult.
The case in point here is the removal
of Memphis’ Confederate monuments
in December, capping several years
of a revived movement to bring them
down that coincided with a sometimesinvisible and technical legal struggle for
some form of state permission.
The monuments are down. But the
distrust remains – and perhaps it always
will exist to a degree.
But two years into Memphis Mayor
Jim Strickland’s four-year term, our
concern is what this means for future
issues the city – both its government
and its citizens – will need to address
in some form, if not overcome.
As noted in this week’s cover story,
Strickland was elected in 2015 in an
atmosphere of civic restlessness, with
leadership offering the same formulas
and standard answers to fix longstanding problems. He didn’t create the restlessness, but he was the right candidate
at the right place on Election Day when
voters were looking for something more
complex than a change. They were looking for a stable city government in the
wake of the worst national economic
downturn most of us have experienced
in our lifetimes.
Memphis’ slow emergence from
the Great Recession is happening, and

Strickland has focused on improving the
basic delivery of city services – roads,
sewers and public safety. He sees it as a
platform for the heavy lift of population
growth and a more inclusive prosperity.
It’s a lift City Hall hopes to leverage with
private investment and public goodwill.
The public part of that is much more
difficult to measure but no less urgent.
Even when things are going well in one
respect, there’s always a vanguard here
that can and will point to a disparity and
ask why that can’t move to the head of
the line, or at least a few places up.
A city government that can walk and
chew gum at the same time is a colorful
but valid response to those concerns.
Making things happen isn’t about
calling a number for the next one waiting
in line. It’s timing, opportunity and, yes,
politics. And today’s accomplishment
isn’t a denial of other longer-held goals.
But can we extend our concept of
what’s important to being able to talk
our way past differences without ignoring larger, more ambitious changes.
If we can find a way past that necessary discomfort in the exchange, we
have a different kind of foundation
– a foundation for a broader, more sustained success in which Memphis grows
materially and in its civic maturity on
all sides.
Half a century ago this month, Memphis leaders saw protests in the city’s
streets as a threat.
The events that followed tell the
story of what happens when we can’t
find a way to talk and lead at the same
time.

Serious Diversion
DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

ZEN FOR CYNICS.
Do not walk behind me, for I may not
lead. Do not walk ahead of me, for I may
not follow. Do not walk beside me for the
path is narrow. In fact, just buzz off and
leave me alone.
A friend sent me that recently and it fits
my mood of late. It was part of a list of platitudes given rude treatment. For instance:
Always remember you’re unique. Just
like everyone else.
Before you criticize people, you should

walk a mile in their shoes. That way, when
you criticize them, you’re a mile away – and
you have their shoes.
Give a man a fish and he will eat for a
day. Teach him how to fish, and he will sit
in a boat and drink beer all day.
I’ve received advice from friends in that
same vein this week as well.
Never test the depth of the water with
both feet.
Never under any circumstances take
a sleeping pill and a laxative on the same
night.
And some life lessons:
If you lend someone $20 and never
see that person again, it was probably well
worth it.
Some days you are the dog, some days
you are the tree.
There are two excellent theories for
arguing with women. Neither one works.
And all of that made me turn to my guru
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This week in Memphis history:

2016:

Open casting call for the television series “Sun Records” – then
called “Million Dollar Quartet” – at Humes Prep Middle School.

1978:

The salaries of office workers in Memphis rose 7.5 percent from
November 1976 to November 1977, according
to a federal Department of Labor survey of 190
manufacturing and nonmanufacturing companies in the city employing a total of 72,300
people. Business computer programmers make
$275 a week, compared with $261.50 a year
earlier. Accounting clerks make $193 a week,
compared with $175.50 a year before.

1970: The first, and only, Memphis Pop Festival at the Mid-South Coliseum. The event was
big on power rock trios and horn bands featuring a bill that included Grand Funk Railroad and
Mountain as well as Chicago Transit Authority,
Pacific Gas & Electric and Cold Blood.
Source: “Memphis Rocks” by Ron Hall

(Memphis-Shelby County Room Memphis Public
Library & Information Center)

A Memphis Mardi
Gras season
invitation from 1880.

1950: Among the new merchant licenses
listed in The Daily News, Memphis Recording Service at 706 Union Ave. along with The
Louise Dress Shop at 989 Jackson Ave. and Turner Chili Tamales at 3007 S.
Third St. The owner of the recording service is an engineer for WREC radio
who has decided to branch out into making recordings for anyone who
hires out his studio or hires him to bring his equipment to their event. His
name is Sam Phillips.
1880:

A full dress ball by The Tennessee Club at Leubries Theatre as
part of the city’s Mardi Gras festivities.

for that sort of thing … comedian, Academy
Award winner and Zen master of the absurd
… Steven Wright:
“Change is inevitable ... except from
vending machines.”
“Half the people you know are below
average.”
“OK, so what’s the speed of dark?”
“If everything seems to be going well,
you have obviously overlooked something.”
“Everyone has a photographic memory.
Some just don’t have film.”
“When I’m not in my right mind, my left
mind gets pretty crowded.”
“Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now.”
“Shin: a device for finding furniture in
the dark.”
“Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get
sucked into jet engines.”
“The problem with the gene pool is that
there is no lifeguard.”
“If a word in the dictionary were misspelled, how would we know?”
“It’s a small world, but I wouldn’t want
to have to paint it.”

“I wrote a few children’s books ... not
on purpose.”
“Whenever I think of the past, it brings
back so many memories.”
“If you had a million Shakespeares,
could they write like a monkey?”
“I went to a general store but they
wouldn’t let me buy anything specific.”
“I went to a restaurant that serves
‘breakfast at any time.’ So I ordered French
toast during the Renaissance.”
“I had a friend who was a clown. When
he died, all his friends went to the funeral
in one car.”
In a time when thinking deeply is more
painful, and shallow thinking is taken seriously, thoughts like these are good for a
chuckle.
So to my friends who sent them and to
Steven, thank you.
I’m a Memphian, and I’m in better
mood now. I hope you are.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.

Week of 2/12/18 - 2/18/18
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The Weekly Crossword
Shen Yun Performing Arts returns to Memphis Wednesday, Feb. 14, at

7:30 p.m. at the Cannon Center for the Performing Arts, 255 N. Main
St. The performance explores traditional Chinese culture and legends
through a blend of classical dance and orchestral music. Tickets start
at $80. Visit shenyun.com or call 888-974-3698.
The Home Show of the Mid-South takes
place Friday through Sunday, Feb. 9-11,
at Agricenter International, 7777 Walnut
Grove Road. Exhibitors will showcase home
decor, lighting, pools, patios, services and
more. Matt Blashaw, host of DIY Network’s
“Yard Crashers,” will hold seminars/meetand-greets Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m.
and 3 p.m. Visit memphishomeshow.com
for show hours, tickets and other details.
The Memphis Child Advocacy Center will
hold the 26th annual Works of Heart valentine art show and auction Saturday,
Feb. 10, at 7 p.m. at Memphis College of
Art, 1930 Poplar Ave. The auction features
more than 120 gallery-quality heartthemed pieces contributed by regional
artists. General admission and VIP tickets
are available at memphiscac.org.
Memphis Botanic Garden will host Whiskey, Wine & Chocolates Saturday, Feb. 10,
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at MBG, 750 Cherry
Road. Chocolatier Phillip Ashley is creating
designer chocolates and confections to
pair with select whiskey, wines, and cocktails. Tickets are $40 for members and $50
for nonmembers, and include chocolate/
drink pairings, hors d'oeuvres and live music. Visit memphisbotanicgarden.com/wwc
for details.
The Orpheum hosts “E.T. The Extraterrestrial in Concert” Saturday, Feb.
10, at 7 p.m. at 203 S. Main St. The
concert features a screening of Steven
Spielberg’s classic film “E.T.,” with the
Memphis Symphony Orchestra performing John Williams’ Academy Awardwinning score in sync to the film. Visit
orpheum-memphis.com.
Saxophonist Branford Marsalis returns
to Memphis to perform with IRIS Orchestra Saturday, Feb. 10, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
Feb. 11, at 2 p.m. at Germantown Performing Arts Center, 1801 Exeter Road. Visit
irisorchestra.org.
The Morris and Mollye Fogelman International Jewish Film Festival continues
with a screening of “Sammy Davis Jr.: I’ve
Gotta Be Me” Sunday, Feb. 11, at 1 p.m. in
the Memphis Jewish Community Center’s Belz Theatre, 6560 Poplar Ave. The
festival, which features award-winning
Jewish-themed films, continues throughout February. Screenings are $5 for MJCC
members and $7 for the community. Visit
jccmemphis.org/film for tickets and a

schedule.
“Frederick Douglass – A Speaking
Tour,” a performance-lecture by Nathan M.
Richardson, is Sunday, Feb. 11, at 2:30 p.m.
at Bartlett Performing Arts & Conference
Center, 3663 Appling Road. Richardson
brings Douglass’ story to life in a one-hour
performance-lecture that captures the
essence of the freed slave, abolitionist and
writer, with a live, unscripted Q&A at the
end. Buy tickets at bpacc.org.
The Orpheum Theatre presents “The
Color Purple” Tuesday through Sunday,
Feb. 13-18, at the theater, 203 S. Main St.
The 2016 Tony Award winner for Best
Musical Revival brings new spirit to the
Pulitzer Prize-winning story. Buy tickets at
orpheum-memphis.com.
Remington College Memphis Campus
will host a career fair Tuesday, Feb. 13,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on campus, 2710
Nonconnah Blvd. The event is open to
the public, and at least 15 local employers
will be on hand to meet with job seekers.
Attendees should wear business attire and
bring multiple copies of their resume. Visit
remingtoncollege.edu for details.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis
holds its annual Youth of the Year Competition Tuesday, Feb. 13, from 5:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. at Hattiloo Theatre, 37 Cooper
St. Youth of the Year is the highest honor
a Boys & Girls Club member can receive.
Candidates best embody the values of
leadership, service, academic excellence
and healthy lifestyles. Audience seating is
limited. RSVP at bgcm.org.
The Ameripolitan Music Awards will
be held Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 8 p.m. at the
Guest House at Graceland, 3600 Elvis
Presley Blvd. This is the first year Memphis will host the awards, which honor
the best roots-influenced music. Visit
ameripolitan.com.
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Thomas
Friedman will stop in Memphis as part
of a statewide tour discussing innovation in communities Wednesday, Feb. 14,
from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. at the Holiday Inn
University of Memphis, 3700 Central Ave.
The topic of the talk, hosted by the Greater
Memphis Chamber and Leadership Tennessee, is “The Big Trends Shaping the
World Today: Economics, Technology and
Geopolitics.” Visit memphischamber.com
for tickets.

ACROSS
1 Chowderhead
5 Yarn mop
9 Nickel, e.g.
14 Ready for
plucking
15 Toy with a tail
16 Conception
17 Careless
omission
19 Compare
20 Home with a
view
21 High schooler's
infraction
23 Cross
26 Flatter, in a way
27 Pitch
28 Golden Horde
member
32 Farm grazer
35 Code starter
37 Deep-sea sport
38 Served with a
scoop
41 Small stationery
item
43 Warning wail
44 Eastern ruler
46 Caustic cleaner
47 Walk like a
2-year-old
49 Store up
52 H+, e.g.
53 Trustworthy
57 Well-meaning
sort
61 Doom's partner
62 One way to be
taken
63 Military
separation
66 Wavelike design
67 Stuff
68 Any time now
69 One of the
Greats
70 Nervous
71 Stitch up

1

2

compared to the entirety of the firm – it’s
165 employees out of DHG’s more than
2,000.
But it’s a crucial part of what the firm
does and how it’s served the Memphis
area for more than 60 years. It also works
with other businesses and industries
including health care, real estate, governments and more.
“This is very much a relationships
business,” Dearman said. “It’s about
being able to have deep relationships.

Because we are an industry specialist,
we’re able to get through all the other
things and able to forge really deep relationships with our clients. We have plenty
of competitors out there who understand
accounting and tax issues.
“And our clients, these are folks
who’ve endured all kinds of change.
Right now, they’re getting bombarded
with autonomous vehicles and electric
vehicles and where’s all this headed and
people doing a lot more shopping on the
internet. They’re resilient, and a heck of
a lot fun to work with.”

by Margie E. Burke
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3 Verdi production
42 Like some
56 Make
4 Glean
surgery
corrections
5 Go downhill
45 1942 film, "I
57 Like many a
fast?
_____ a Witch"
cellar
6 Costume
48 It may be bitter
58 Clarinet's cousin
accessory
50 Audible breath
59 Trot or canter
7 Letter getter
51 Peace, in Arabic 60 Upper hand
8 Kind of blocker
54 Carried
64 Actors' org.
9 Distance
55 Enter a
65 Let it all out
indicator
password
10 Cardinal address
11 Scene attempt
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
12 Ripens
T S A R
H E D G E
A H O Y
13 Periscope part
A P S E
O N I O N
C O N E
18 Clairvoyant
P A S S
S T E E L
C O C A
22 Highlands hat
S T O P
T E T R A M E T E R
24 Pore over
C O W E R
R I P
25 Rockslide debris
S P I N A L
V E G E T A T E
29 Seaside soarer
C R A S S
L I V E N
B A N
30 Do as directed
R
A
T
E
W
A
G
E
R
T
E N D
31 After the buzzer
A T E
G A M I N
F O R G O
32 Theater group
F U R R O W
M E D I E V A L
33 Mixed dish
G E E
A O R T A
34 Hospital wing
S T I N K B O M B S
I T C H
36 "Sailor Moon"
A B O U T
L I L Y
C O C O
cartoon genre
of 2/12/18
- 2/18/18
N O O S E
L O O P
O D O
R
39 Week
Run-of-the-mill
D E T E R
A N T E
T
O
N
E
40 Witness

DOWN
1 Certain Balkan
2 Iron-rich meat

Sudoku
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Difficulty: Medium

5 8 2
3
4

HOW TO SOLVE:

6 3
4

3
6

8

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.

7

Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:

3
5

5
1

1

29
37

49

48
52

57

13

26
28

34

12

22

27
32

11

19
21

23

10

16

20

2
7
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SEMINAR SERIES
WOMEN & BUSINESS
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd
3:30 PM @ Memphis Brooks Museum
Wine & cheese reception to follow
#MEMwomen

The multifaceted demands on women in the workplace have never been greater. Join
us as we discuss a range of topics from the obstacles to opportunities that women
face in business. Get tips, information and advice from businesswomen at the top
of their fields and take back a focused insight into achieving your own career goals.
SPONSORED BY:

Tannera George
Gibson
Attorney
Burch, Porter & Johnson,
PLLC

Dr. Susan G.
Murrmann
Co-founder
McDonald Murrmann Center
for Wellness and Health

Dr. Marjorie Hass
President
Rhodes College

PRESENTED BY THE DAILY
NEWS PUBLISHING CO.

SEATING IS LIMITED – REGISTER ONLINE NOW
seminars.memphisdailynews.com

