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Airbnb in Tax Collection
Agreement With Tennessee
Airbnb announced Thursday, Jan. 18, it
has entered into a statewide tax agreement
with the Tennessee Department of Revenue
that will allow the company to collect and
remit state and local sales taxes on behalf
of its 7,700 Tennessee hosts.
With the tax agreement in place, the
state will be able to fully capitalize on people visiting Tennessee and staying longer
through home sharing.
Effective March 1, Airbnb will automatically collect and remit both the state
sales tax (7 precent) and local sales taxes
(1.5-2.75 percent depending on the local
jurisdiction) on all taxable Airbnb bookings
in Tennessee.
More than $13 million in state and lo-
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cal sales tax revenue is due annually from
Airbnb bookings in Tennessee (based on
2017 numbers). This agreement will ensure
all of this revenue is collected in a way that
is easy for the hosts and state.
Airbnb has partnered with about 350
local governments throughout the U.S. to
collect and remit taxes – including the city
of Memphis. The statewide agreement
with Tennessee covers taxes assessed by
the state, meaning any cities with their
own separately assessed room taxes will
require their own agreements with Airbnb –
similar to the agreement with Memphis announced in May which authorized Airbnb
to collect and remit Memphis’ occupancy
and tourist taxes.
Airbnb is currently in discussions with
both Hamilton County (Chattanooga) and
Knoxville regarding prospective agree-

ments to collect and remit their occupancy
taxes.
The deal was lauded by state lawmakers
such as Sen. John Stevens, R-Huntingdon,
who said it’s a plus for state revenue collections and enables Tennesseans to take “full
advantage of their private property rights”
to make additional income.
“Home sharing and short-term rentals
are introducing a whole new world of travelers to the authenticity of Tennessee while
offering new economic opportunities for
thousands of middle-class residents,” said
Laura Spanjian, Tennessee policy director
for Airbnb. “We applaud the (Gov. Bill)
Haslam administration for its businessfriendly approach to public policy.”
Home sharing has impacted many Tennessee communities like Knoxville, which
can see hotels sell out during high-volume

visitor weekends to college football games.
Airbnb says hotel revenue in Tennessee
has continued to increase even as its homesharing service has grown, suggesting it
has opened up the state to a new slice of
prospective tourists by catering to travelers less able to afford hotels, those who
desire to stay in neighborhoods or cities
that lack hotels, and families who prefer to
be together under one roof.
Airbnb welcomes the opportunity to
secure tax agreements with any additional
Tennessee municipalities who assess their
taxes independently. Local governments
can email taxagreements@airbnb.com
if they are interested in partnering with
Airbnb on occupancy tax collections.
– Daily News staff

BBQ Restaurant in Square
Files Chap. 11 Bankruptcy
The Overton Square restaurant Stanley
Bar-B-Que, formerly known as Schweinehaus, has filed for bankruptcy, though chef
and co-owner David Walker says it isn’t
going anywhere for now.
Walker, who studied at the International Culinary Center and who co-owns
the restaurant with his mother and majority
owner, Martha, told The Daily News: “We
are restructuring financially and will continue to put out the best barbecue in the
city and hope that Memphis will support
local business and give us a shot.”
Schweinehaus LLC filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection. According to the
bankruptcy filing, the business has almost
$297,000 in debts and a little more than
$119,000 in assets.
The restaurant’s revenue has been on
a decline since it opened, according to the
bankruptcy filing. It slipped from almost
$1.4 million in 2015 to almost $1.2 million
in 2016 to about $764,000 last year.
The restaurant opened as Schweinehaus in 2014 at 2110 Madison Ave. in the
space formerly occupied by Paulette’s. It
had a German theme, and among its features were servers wearing traditional German garb and the type of handmade wood
tables found in many German beer halls.
The name change, to Stanley Bar-BQue, honored Walker’s late father, Stanley.
– Andy Meek

Baptist Women’s Hospital
Receives Hugging Grant
Baptist Memorial Hospital for Women
is one of four hospitals receiving a $10,000
grant from Huggies to support or establish
volunteer hugging programs for newborns
in neonatal intensive care units.
The No Baby Unhugged grant will help
provide more hugs to the 70 percent of
babies in Baptist’s NICU that receive very
few visitors.
Hugging programs can have a positive
impact on a baby's growth and development and even help make their transition
from the hospital to the home quicker,
research has shown, according to Huggies.
In addition to Baptist Memorial Hospital for Women, the other hospitals receiving grants in January include Southern
Regional Medical Center in Riverdale,
Georgia; Alta Bates Summit Medical Center
in Berkeley, California; and Lucile Packard
Children's Hospital Stanford of Palo Alto,
California.
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These four hospitals join 11 others that
received No Baby Unhugged grants in 2017.
Huggies will continue to award No
Baby Unhugged grants throughout 2018.
Hospitals interested in applying can check
Huggies.com for details.
– Daily News staff

Burlington Coat Factory
Getting New Eastgate Home
Dallas-based Arrow Retail is planning
a new retail building in the Eastgate Shopping Center for Burlington Coat Factory,
according to a Jan. 17 building permit application filed with the Office of Construction Code Enforcement.
The $2.6 million permit application
calls for a “new retail building” at 5048 Park
Ave. that includes “concrete foundations,
slab, HVAC ... and related items.”
Montgomery Martin is listed as the
contractor on the permit, while Arrow and
Burlington were listed as the owner and
tenant, respectively.
– Patrick Lantrip

Election Commission Offers
Class on Running for Office
People who are running for office can
find out how to do it at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 20, at the Operations Center of the
Shelby County Election Commission
(SCEC), 980 Nixon Drive.
“This informational session is in a classroom format. To be clear, it will not address
what candidates need to do to campaign for
office,” said Linda Phillips, administrator
of elections. “It is solely for the purpose of
educating people about the procedure to
qualify for candidacy, and their responsibilities with regards to campaign finance
requirements.”
The class will last about an hour and is
completely nonpartisan.
SCEC began issuing petitions to run for
office in the May county general primary on
Nov. 17. Petitions will continue to be issued
until the qualifying deadline, which is Feb.
15 at noon.
Petitions are available at either of the
SCEC offices. The commission’s second
office is located at 150 Washington Ave.
Though it is not necessary to register
to attend the Saturday class, those who
do will be guaranteed a printed packet of
information.
“If there’s a lot of interest, we may not
have enough printed packets to go around
if people don’t let us know they’ll be attending,” Phillips said.
To register, contact Carol Collinsworth
at 222-1203, or email her at carol.collinsworth@shelbycountytn.gov.

low the venue, currently located at 2119
Madison Ave., to move its stage back into
the space where it was located during Lafayette’s original incarnation in the 1970s.
The expansion will also create an additional 60 to 80 seats for patrons and more
green room space for performers.
Additionally, a portion of the new
space will be converted to a retail concept,
Midtown Mercantile, which will provide a
curated collection of one-of-a-kind local
gifts and designs from beloved Midtown
institutions.
Aaron Petree, Loeb Properties’ vice
president brokerage, represented the company in the deal.
– Patrick Lantrip

Grizzlies’ Pranica Named
TN Sportscaster of the Year
Memphis Grizzlies television play-byplay announcer Pete Pranica of FOX Sports
Southeast was voted the 2017 Tennessee
State Sportscaster of the Year, the National
Sports Media Association has announced.
This marks Pranica’s first NSMA State
Sportscaster of the Year award.
Pranica and other honorees – including NSMA Hall of Fame inductees Thomas
Boswell, Woody Durham, Bryant Gumbel
and Dick Weiss; 2017 National Sportscaster
of the Year Kevin Harlan; 2017 National
Sportswriter of the Year Adrian Wojnarowski; and members in each state and
Washington, D.C., selected as Sportscasters
and Sportswriters of the Year – will be honored at the NSMA Awards Weekend June
23-25 in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
Currently in his 14th season with the
Grizzlies, Pranica is a six-time finalist for
Tennessee State Sportscaster of the Year
and has been involved in three Emmywinning productions: two as a commentator for NBC at the 2004 and 2008 Olympic
Games and one with the Grizzlies.
Now calling his 25th season of NBA action, Pranica began his career in the NBA
in 1990 by calling select radio games for
the Detroit Pistons and in 1998 joined the
Portland Trail Blazers, first serving as their
radio host and television sideline reporter
before taking on television play-by-play
duties alongside the late Steve “Snapper”
Jones in 1999.
Since coming to Memphis in 2004,
Pranica has also provided the call for a
variety of events, including C-USA and
SEC basketball, the Southern Heritage
Classic football game, SEC and ACC soccer,
Memphis Tigers basketball and Memphis
Redbirds baseball.
He also is a member of the NBA’s Officiating Advisory Council.
– Don Wade

– Daily News staff

Lafayette’s Music Room To
Expand in Overton Square
Midtown live music venue Lafayette’s
Music Room is expanding its operations
into a neighboring Overton Square property.
Construction is underway on the
1,300-square-foot expansion into 2121
Madison Ave., with completion expected
in mid-February, landlord Loeb Properties
Inc. announced Wednesday, Jan. 17.
The expansion into the former home
of modern apparel store The Attic will al-

FedEx Realigns Businesses
Under Trade Networks
FedEx is preparing to realign its specialty logistics and e-commerce solutions
in a structure that will beef up its FedEx
Trade Networks division.
The new organization, which is effective March 1, will roll in FedEx’s Custom
Critical, Cross Border and Supply Chain
businesses; FedEx Trade Networks Transport & Brokerage; and a new company
called FedEx Forward Depots that has responsibility for several areas, including 3-D
printing and the company’s packaging lab.

FedEx Trade Networks is the division
led by CEO Richard W. Smith, son of FedEx
founder, chairman and CEO Fred Smith.
“Richard brings a strong background in
working with the unique capabilities that
have existed in many parts of the FedEx
portfolio for several years and is well-suited
to lead this new organization that will
bring these solutions to customers more
seamlessly than ever,” David J. Bronczek,
FedEx’s president and chief operating officer, said in a release announcing the shift.
Smith said the realignment “will allow
us to offer customers the full power of our
wide array of unique and competitively
advantaged customized services in a way
that is even more convenient and intuitive.”

tion between cities and nations, especially
with the advent of artificial intelligence,”
Jasbir Dhaliwal, executive director of the
FedEx Institute of Technology, said in a
written statement. “Our collaboration with
SAS will create a talent pipeline to help our
corporations and our city compete on this
basis.”
Leaders from Memphis-based FedEx,
the FedEx Institute of Technology and SAS
will gather for a signing ceremony Wednesday, Jan. 24, at the institute.

– Patrick Lantrip

Christ Community Health Services
has received a $1 million federal capital
grant to expand and renovate its Broad
Avenue Health Center, 2861 Broad Ave., a
project that includes a 2,480-square-foot
addition and renovation of the existing
8,000-square-foot facility.
CCHS is continuing operations at the
facility through the construction period,
which will be finished later this year.
The changes include:
• Reconfiguring the clinical area to support team-based care.
• The addition of two medical exam and
three behavioral health rooms.
• A redesign and expansion of the
pharmacy.
• The addition of triage areas in the
clinical space.
• The addition of a classroom, installation of a mini-lab, and renovation of the

FedEx Institute Partners
With Data Analytics Leader
Analytics leader SAS is locating a firstof-its-kind training center at the FedEx
Institute of Technology at the University of
Memphis, with the goal being to increase
the flow of data-savvy workers into the
Mid-South.
Experts from SAS, supported by U of
M faculty, will collaborate to deliver SAS
training using both classroom instruction
and a virtual lab environment. The SAS
course schedule will include content on
SAS programming and advanced analytics
topics, and the agreement marks the first
SAS public training center at a university.
“Data analytics and business intelligence serve as the foundation for competi-

– Andy Meek

Christ Community Health
Expanding on Broad Ave.
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a sale at this time the right option.”
Originally built for the Tennessee Valley
Electric Supply Co., the building sits on 1.2
acres on the north side of Adams between
North Fourth Street and Danny Thomas
Boulevard and includes an adjacent 50-car
surface parking lot.
Cutler said the new owners plan to
renovate the building for an automotiverelated business, while his company’s focus
will be to market the nearby 50,000-squarefoot Crane Co. building they recently
renovated.
In conjunction with the purchase, the
new owners, KTJ 301, a holding company
affiliated with Excelsior, Minnesota-based
Oppidan Investment Co., took out a $3.8
million mortgage with Unity Bank.
Oppidan founder Joseph H. Ryan
signed the Jan. 11 deed of trust as president
of KTJ 301.

‘Sunny Side’ Up at CBU

– Patrick Lantrip

Another Memphis Football
Assistant Moving On

A new exhibition by Niles Wallace titled “The Sunny Side” is on display at the Beverly and Sam Ross Gallery at Christian
Brothers University through March 1. Works in the show consist of porcelain or stoneware bowls and vases that Wallace
says “acknowledge the history of vessels and painting on the decorative form while being tied to contemporary art and
social concerns.”
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

public restrooms.
“We’re in the midst of a major expansion and updating of the facility,” said
project manager Burt Waller, who’s also a
former CEO of the organization. “Construction started in November, and the goal is to
be finished by August.”
The facility currently offers a full range
of primary medical services, which includes
things like pediatrics, prenatal and obstetrics care, and adult medicine.
Also as part of the renovations, the
pharmacy is being expanded at the front
of the building and being given a private
counseling area.
The classroom will also provide space
for group education sessions on topics such
as diabetes management, nutrition and
prenatal classes.
– Andy Meek

Memphis Ranks as No. 14
Top City for Moviemakers
MovieMaker Magazine has again
named Memphis to its annual list of Best
Places to Live and Work as a Moviemaker.
The publication ranked Memphis the
No. 14 “best place” for 2018.
Memphis & Shelby County Film Commissioner Linn Sitler credits the selection
to accomplishments in 2017 that included
the growth of Memphis’ independent
filmmaking community and an influx of
productions from out-of-town.
She also cites “the launch of former
Hollywood director Tom Shadyac’s own
brand of independent filmmaking in his
adopted hometown, Memphis.”
Incentivized by Tennessee’s state pro-

duction incentive program, Shadyac’s feature, “Brian Banks,” marks the beginning
of his plans to produce films here. At the
same time, he has started training young
Memphians – especially from the inner
city – in the skills needed for filmmaking.
In addition, Indie Memphis saw recordbreaking festival attendance and expanded
its year-round screenings and workshops
in 2017, and the documentary “Best of Enemies” won a national Emmy, marking the
first time a Memphian had won the award
for a production conceived and developed
in Memphis.
And the faith-based film “Indivisible,”
directed by Memphian David Evans and
shot in Memphis, is set to be distributed
by Provident Films this year.
Over the course of the year, Memphis &
Shelby County Film and Television Commission Office assisted a range of local
companies as well as out-of-town originating productions that aired on numerous
national and international networks.
– Daily News staff

Pulitzer Winner to Visit
Memphis in February
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Thomas
Friedman will speak in Memphis Feb. 14 at
a Greater Memphis Chamber and Leadership Tennessee event.
Friedman will discuss innovation at the
local level during the 7:30 p.m. event at the
Holiday Inn University of Memphis. His
talk will look at global trends in economics,
technology and geopolitics and how those
trends work at the local level.
The Memphis date is one of three Lead-

ership Tennessee is coordinating across
the state, the other two being in Nashville
and Knoxville.
“Leadership Tennessee is committed
to connecting problem solvers across geographic and professional boundaries to
foster collaborative, nonpartisan dialogue
on Tennessee’s biggest issues,” said Leadership Tennessee executive director Cathy
Cate in a written statement.
Friedman is best known for his foreign
affairs columns for the New York Times,
which earned him the Pulitzer Prize three
times.
He is also the author of several bestselling books, including “The World Is Flat,”
“From Beirut to Jerusalem” and “Longitudes and Attitudes.”
– Bill Dries

TVESCO Building
Sells for $800,000
The former TVESCO building, a
40,000-square-foot office/warehouse
building located at 296 Adams Ave., has
sold for $800,000.
Adam Cutler of Cutler Property Group,
the building’s previous owners, said the
two-story building was most recently
leased by the CMT television show “Sun
Records.”
“We are sorry to see the TVESCO
building go,” Cutler said in a release announcing the sale. “It has beautiful original
solid wood panel offices and great parking,
however the layout made it very difficult to
subdivide into multi-tenant occupancy.
This, along with the cancellation of (the)
“Sun Records” TV series made concluding

David Johnson, who had been wide receivers coach at the University of Memphis
the past two seasons, has left for another
coaching opportunity. Multiple media
reports say Johnson is about to be hired at
the University of Tennessee.
Working under head coach Mike Norvell, Johnson oversaw the development of
the Tiger wide receivers over the past two
seasons, including the development of
consensus All-America honoree Anthony
Miller.
Miller left Memphis with virtually every
career receiving record to his credit and
is projected to be taken in the first three
rounds of the upcoming NFL Draft. As a
senior, Miller caught 92 passes for 1,434
yards and 14 touchdowns.
– Don Wade

Grizzlies Sign Myke Henry,
Cut Vince Hunter
The Memphis Grizzlies signed guard/
forward Myke Henry to a two-way contract
and waived forward Vince Hunter, who had
been on a two-way contract.
Henry played each of the last two seasons with the Oklahoma City Thunder’s
NBA G League affiliate, the Oklahoma
City Blue. He has appeared in 26 games
(one start) for the Blue this season and
averaged 15.9 points, 5.4 rebounds, 2.2
assists and 1.88 steals while shooting 53.0
percent from the field, 36.5 percent from
three-point range and 73.9 percent from
the free throw line.
Henry, 25, went unselected in the 2016
NBA Draft after finishing his collegiate
career at DePaul University.
Hunter came off the bench in all four
appearances for the Grizzlies and averaged
1.5 points in 1.8 minutes. He competed in
13 games (nine starts) for the Grizzlies’ G
League team, the Memphis Hustle, and
recorded 16.2 points, 8.6 rebounds, 2.2 assists and 1.31 blocks in 28.2 minutes.
– Don Wade

Playhouse Investigating
Sexual Harassment Claim
The board of directors of Playhouse on
the Square has hired the Burch, Porter and
Johnson law firm to investigate an allega-
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tion of sexual misconduct made last month
against Jackie Nichols, the founder and
executive producer of the theater.
And the board, in actions announced
Thursday, Jan. 11, named Michael Detroit,
the associate producer of the theater, as
the interim leader of the theater during the
investigation.
Nichols was accused last month in an
allegations that goes back 40 years. Nichols
has denied any misconduct as he stepped
aside.
“We are dedicated to a thorough investigation,” Playhouse board president Sue
Guarino said in a written statement. “It
is our mission to keep our facilities a safe,
welcoming environment for staff members
and audiences, and the organization financially strong in order to stay in business for
the future.”
The law firm’s investigation will be led
by attorney Jennifer S. Hagerman. And the
investigation will include any other complaints that may arise during the course
of the probe.
The reaction to the allegation also
includes hiring labor relations attorney
Paul Prather to review the organization’s
employee policies and procedure.

Criminal Court judge. And Circuit Court
Judge Mary Wagner filed her petition for
election to the judge’s position Haslam
appointed her to last year.
– Bill Dries

MLGW Names Interim
Chief Utility Officer
The vice president and chief financial
officer of Memphis Light, Gas and Water
Division will serve as the interim leader
of the utility when MLGW president Jerry
Collins retires at the end of January.
Dana Jeanes will serve as chief utility officer until a new president and CEO
takes office.
Collins, who has served as MLGW
president and CEO since 2007, announced
his retirement in August and originally set
Dec. 19 as his final day. In mid-December,
the utility announced Collins would stay
on through the end of January to ensure a
smooth transition for his successor.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland has yet
to nominate his pick for the utility’s top
post, which must then be confirmed by the
Memphis City Council.
– Bill Dries

– Bill Dries

County Commission Gets
New Majority in September
Shelby County commissioner George
Chism will not be seeking a second term
on the commission in the 2018 county
elections.
Chism, who represents District 2, has
pulled a petition to run in the May Republican primary for county trustee. With
his financial background as a mortgage
banker with Patriot Bank in Collierville and
incumbent trustee David Lenoir running
for Shelby County mayor this year, Chism
said the decision was an easy one.
It means the 13-member commission
that takes office Sept. 1 will see a turnover
of at least seven seats.
Commission chairwoman Heidi Shafer
and commissioners Terry Roland, Melvin
Burgess, Walter Bailey and Justin Ford are
term-limited. Commissioner David Reaves
announced late last year that he would not
seek a second term.
Meanwhile, in the Republican primary
race for county clerk, Danny Kail is about
to withdraw from the race, and his wife, Sohelia Kail, a manager and auditor with the
Shelby County Sheriff’s Office who has held
a similar position in the General Sessions
Court Clerk’s office, picked up a petition
Thursday, Jan. 11, to run in the primary.
Danny Kail, an attorney and chief administrative officer with the Criminal Court
Clerk’s office, said he and his wife made
the decision and decided she was the better candidate of the two to seek the office
now held by Republican Wayne Mashburn.
Mashburn is term-limited and is running
for county register in the May primaries.
“Based on just such an incredible
amount of support and encouragement
and a willingness to raise money, we’ve
decided as a group to go ahead and run
her instead of me,” Danny Kail said. “We
do everything together anyway so it’s not
like we run an independent campaign.”
In other election developments, attorneys Jennifer J. Mitchell and Handel
Durham have pulled petitions to run for

FedEx Pulls $10.8M Permit
For New Parking Lot
FedEx Corp. has filed a $10.8 million
building permit application to construct a
new parking lot at 2955 Republican Drive.
This permit comes a week after the
Memphis-based shipping giant filed a
permit application with construction code
officials to construct a new $35.4 million
building at 2333 Sprankle Ave.
On that same day, the company also
announced the grand opening of its FedEx
Shanghai International Express and Cargo
Hub located at Shanghai Pudong International Airport. The 1.4 million-square-foot
facility is the largest of its kind at the Shanghai Pudong airport.
FedEx’s recent permits follow a busy
holiday shipping season and strong earnings in the company’s latest report.
In late December, FedEx reported its
earnings for the fiscal second quarter,
ended Nov. 30, had risen 11 percent to $775
million, or $2.84 a share.
At the same time, the company raised
its full-year profit outlook to $12.70 to
$13.30 a share, up from its earlier estimate
of $11.05 to $11.85 per share.
The company hasn’t yet released an
estimate of its holiday package traffic, but
during the Dec. 21 earnings call, FedEx
CFO Alan Graf pointed to “record-setting
seasonal volumes.”
– Patrick Lantrip

Vatterott Sells 14 Campuses,
Including Three in Memphis
Vatterott Educational Centers has
agreed to sell 14 of its campuses – including
three Memphis properties – to Education
Corp. of America, which operates private,
accredited colleges across the U.S.
The Memphis properties include the
Vatterott College campuses at 6991 Appling
Farms Parkway and 2655 Dividend Drive,
along with the L’Ecole Culinaire culinary
school at 1245 N. Germantown Parkway.
Financial terms of the transaction were
not disclosed.

The 14 campuses included in the acquisition comprise 96 percent of all VEC
students.
The transaction is expected to close in
early 2018, contingent upon the schools receiving all required approvals. Once it does,
the combined ECA footprint will include
more than 80 career-oriented campuses
and online programs across 22 states, serving more than than 25,000 students.
All VEC schools will retain their brands,
according to ECA.
“We are very excited about this acquisition,” Education Corp. of America CEO Stu
Reed said in a written statement. “ECA is
committed to being the premier provider
of postsecondary education with a career
focus, and the purchase of the majority of
VEC campuses helps us realize that goal.
They expand our footprint into key markets
in the Midwest and add a range of new
trades-oriented programs to our current
offerings.
“We feel it’s a great fit culturally as well,
because both organizations are passionate
about helping students transform their
lives through career education.”
Vatterott president Rene Crosswhite
said VEC could “not have found a better
partner” than ECA.
“The transitioning VEC schools will be
strengthened through this partnership for
the benefit of our students,” Crosswhite
said. “We believe the acquisition will provide a bright future for VEC, and it should
be relatively seamless for faculty, administrators and students.”
Five VEC schools that are not part of the
acquisition will be closed. Those campuses
are in Cleveland, Ohio; Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma; Quincy, Illinois; Des Moines,
Iowa; and Wichita, Kansas. Most of the
affected students will graduate before
the closures, but the company will work
to help students transfer credits to other
institutions.
ECA offers diploma/certificate and
associate’s degrees in career-focused
programs through its campuses across
the country.

After the Crosstown 10K comes the Laurelwood 15K on Feb. 17 and the final event,
Germantown Half Marathon on March 11.

– Daily News staff

– Bill Dries

– Andy Meek

Idlewild Students Honored
In Milk Carton Art Contest
Students at Idlewild Elementary School
were among the winners in a national art
contest sponsored by Evergreen Packaging,
the Memphis-based paperboard carton
manufacturing corporation.
The students’ entry in the Made By
Milk Carton Construction Contest showed
synchronized swimmers in a pool of milk
and was among the entries recognized in
the People’s Choice category that included
a $2,500 prize.
The Idlewild team, called The Memphis
Moolympics, used 1,200 milk cartons in its
entry, along with recycled bottles and other
materials.
The contest, which drew nearly 600
entries from across the nation, repurposes
empty milk and juice cartons in novel and
artistic ways. Idlewild was one of 14 schools
across the country to be honored.
– Bill Dries

Thompson Wants Session
Suspended for MLK Events
Democratic state Rep. Dwayne Thompson of Cordova wants legislative leaders
to suspend the current session of the
legislature April 4 and 5 so lawmakers can
attend events in Memphis marking the
50th anniversary of the sanitation workers
strike and the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
Thompson has made the request in
a letter to House Speaker Beth Harwell
and Lt. Gov. and Senate Speaker Randy
McNally.
“Suspending the business of the Tennessee General Assembly should be a rare
occasion,” Thompson said in a written
statement. “But I feel this commemoration
is justified as one of those times.”

Inaugural Crosstown 10K
Scheduled for Feb. 3

U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen
Introduces Safer Streets Act

Registration is now open for the first
Crosstown 10K, which is set for Feb. 3 at
8 a.m.
Part of the new Start2Finish Run the
901 Series, the event will feature a Midtown
Memphis course and post-race party in
Crosstown Concourse, 1350 Concourse
Ave. Funds raised through the Crosstown
10K will benefit Church Health.
In addition to the race entertainment
and awards on the plaza, Church Health
will host a post-race party inside Crosstown
Concourse, featuring Church Health’s wellness and health care services; kids activities; and food and beverage samples from
the Church Health Kitchen, I Love Juice
Bar, French Truck Coffee, Curb Market
and Next Door.
Registration is $40 now through Jan.
27, or $50 from Jan. 28 through Feb. 3. Log
on to crosstown10k.racesonline.com for
complete information.
The Start2Finish Run the 901 Series
consists of four race events of increasing
distances, starting with the Wolf River 5K
on Jan. 20.

U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen, D-Memphis,
has introduced the Safer Streets Act, which
would create a new grant program that
focuses on violent crimes in local communities.
Local governments with crime rates
four times the national average would be
eligible for half of the funds; those with
three times the national rate would be eligible for 20 percent of the funds; and those
with twice that national rate would be eligible for the remaining 10 percent of funds.
“The bill also creates an emergency
fund for units of local government that
have spikes of violent crime,” Cohen said.
The grants would be administered by
the U.S. Department of Justice.
Grants could be used for hiring additional law enforcement officers, investing
in surveillance equipment or implementing crime prevention programs.
“Violent crime,” as defined in the Uniform Crime Reporting Program, includes
murder, rape, assault and other serious
criminal offenses.
– Daily News staff
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After six months as president of Rhodes
College, Marjorie Hass says small liberal
arts colleges like Rhodes are “on the defensive.”
But as she was installed Saturday, Jan.
13, as the 20th president of Rhodes, Hass
defended the need for such an education
in an age of technological advances and
vowed to create an institution that is not
fragile to the “shock and disruption” of
inevitable changes already underway.
“Many of the things that matter to
us – the disinterested search for truth, the
honing of expertise, the careful critical
thinking, lively engagement with new ideas
– many of those things that matter to us are
politicized or even rejected in the Twittersphere that is now our public square,” Hass
said in her address. “I sometimes feel a
kinship with the monks and scribes who
held aloft the fragile light of learning and
literacy in the midst of the Middle Ages.”
Hass said the disruption from new
technologies such as social media represent a backlash to previous technologies
that “make location less relevant for coalition building and cooperation.”
“Isolationism, nationalism, racism
provide some with the illusion that the
consequences of the rapid pace of technological and demographic change can be
forestalled,” Hass warned. “Our students
are going to need an education that equips
them with the skills to lead and act amidst
this backdrop of massive technological
and cultural change.”
A decade ago, that challenge was described as a competition with students in
other parts of the world in an increasingly
global society and economy.
“Today, we are warning them that their
fastest-growing competition is technology
itself,” Hass told those at the ceremony
that included Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland and U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen.
“The human jobs of tomorrow will be
those that trade on our most human traits,

our ability to make meaning, to identify
problems, to love, to understand and to
imagine.
“An anti-mechanistic education is one
that hones those skills and offers practice
applying them to real-world change.”
That includes, by her description, an
education that is “anti-fragile” – one that
not only survives disruption and change
but benefits from it.
Hass said central to that is remaining
grounded in face-to-face relationships that
are not from the distance of social media.
“Those connections are an antidote
to the intensely mediated interactions we
have online. … It is face to face that we
learn how to have hard conversations,”
she said. “We learn how to stay at the
table when we disagree. We learn to value
diversity of thought and experience. It’s
here that we hone the deeply human skills
of care and engagement that undergird
citizenship and give us the courage to
pursue justice.”
Hass foresees in the next 10 years a
Rhodes student body and a college-aged
population in general that is more diverse,
coming from across the country – as most
Rhodes students currently do – and around
the world.
In calling for more needs-based financial aid, Hass also said more Rhodes students in the future will be first-generation
college students.
The college will undertake a year-long
“visioning and strategy process” to set
goals toward the objectives outlined by
Hass.
In the spring, armed with $8.5 million
from donors, Rhodes will embark on a
new master’s degree program in urban
education that in a few years is expected
to produce 100 teachers annually to teach
in Shelby County Schools.
Hass also announced a Lynne and
Henry Turley Center – also privately
funded and named in honor of the Memphis developer and his wife – to focus on
urban education as well as social change,
community development, youth empowerment and justice.
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MLK’S INFLUENCE
Hardaway, other basketball greats honored for civil rights advances
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Penny Hardaway was born in Memphis
on July 18, 1971, or more than three years
after Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel.
But growing up, Dr. King was a steadfast
presence for Hardaway. The grandmother
who raised him made sure of it.
“It was God first, then Dr. King in my
household,” Hardaway said. “That’s how
it was.”
Hardaway shared this at the Earl Lloyd
Sports Legacy Symposium held before
Monday’s Grizzlies-Los Lakers game at
FedExForum. Hardaway, along with fellow
former NBA stars James Worthy and Sam
Perkins and former WNBA star Swin Cash,
were honored with the 13th Annual National Civil Rights Museum Sports Legacy
Award for their contributions to civil and
human rights and for their roles as mentors
in the spirit of Dr. King.
The four participated in a panel discussion moderated by Grizzlies’ TV play-byplay announcer Pete Pranica.
Cash, 38, was not born at the time of
Dr. King’s death while Perkins and Worthy, each 56, were too young at the time
to understand the civil rights movement
for which Dr. King fought. So all four of
the panelists first learned about the man
through older relatives.
But even as a child, Worthy could grasp
the essence of King’s message: “He just
wanted it to be fair for everybody.”
As part of last weekend’s MLK50 events,
the four toured the National Civil Rights
Museum. They were joined by, among
others, NBA commissioner Adam Silver
and Michele Roberts, executive director of
the National Basketball Players Association.
“It should be a requirement for every
U.S. citizen to come and see the museum,”
Worthy said, a suggestion the crowd applauded.
Perkins said that as he walked through
the museum he was overcome by emotions
that ranged from “rage” to “sadness.” The
museum, of course, documents a struggle
that has changed over the years but not
ended. People still think and see in color
much of the time.
But not always.
Cash has a 5-month-old son. When
he is with her in, say, an airport, people of
all races and nationalities will comment
on how cute he is. In that moment, they
are color-blind. Cash knows it won’t last.
She is 6-foot-1 and she figures by the time
her baby boy is 16 years old, he could be
6-foot-6.
“Some people aren’t going to view
him as a cute African-American boy,” she
said, adding that she knows she will have
to have “tough” conversations with him
about staying safe.
Perkins regularly works with young
people and some days that means he

(From left) Penny Hardaway, Swin Cash, Sam Perkins and James Worthy talk to Pete Pranica, right, about Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s legacy at the Earl Lloyd Sports Legacy Symposium. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“

It should be a requirement
for every U.S. citizen to
come and see the (National
Civil Rights Museum).”
–James Worthy, Sports Legacy Award honoree

Penny Hardaway discusses the role his grandmother played in teaching his family
about Dr. King and race relations at Monday’s symposium. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
has the excitement of meeting AfricanAmericans with entrepreneurial dreams.
Other days, it means trying to help a young
man coming up in a one-parent household
and carrying the weight of accompanying
stereotypes about what that means for his
destiny.
“You try to instill all the positive things
he can actually do,” Perkins said.
Naturally, a lot of young men want be in
the NBA and young women in the WNBA.
Without being dream crushers, Cash says
they have to be real with young people –
even those precious few lucky enough to
reach the highest level.

“At some point, the air is going to come
out of the basketball,” she said.
“You have to have education to fall
back on,” said Hardaway. “You’re gonna
have the books way longer than you have
the basketball.”
Worthy reminds kids the NBA has fewer
than 500 slots for players. Which leads
him to ask different questions: Is it OK to
be LeBron James’ accountant? Anything
wrong with being Kobe’s lawyer?
The MLK celebrations in January bring
those kinds of conversations to light. So
does Black History Month in February.
After that …

“When February leaves, it’s quiet
again,” Perkins said.
Pranica posed this question: What
would it be like for Martin Luther King Jr.
to be alive today?
Social media is an obvious and sometimes overwhelming distraction for young
people, but Worthy was amazed by the idea
of King’s message going all across the world
with clicks and key strokes.
“It would have been extremely powerful,” he said.
No doubt, the panelists agreed, King
would have mixed feelings about today’s
world.
Encouraged by the steps forward.
Disappointed by the steps backward.
Resolved that the voice of the just must
be heard.
Or as King once said: “History will
have to record that the greatest tragedy
of this period of social transition was not
the strident clamor of the bad people, but
the appalling silence of the good people.”
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TOURISM

TEAMING UP

Casinos join forces
more often in era of
declining revenue

K. DENISE JENNINGS
Special to The Memphis News

Several factors have combined to upend business conditions at the Tunica casinos in recent years, but there is renewed
optimism among gaming operators there
who are discovering there is strength in
numbers.
In its heyday before the Great Recession, gaming revenue was growing
steadily every year at Tunica casinos.
Gross gaming revenue for the Mississippi
River Counties, which Tunica comprised
the bulk of, exceeded $1.5 billion for the
first time in 2000, according to the Mississippi Gaming Commission, hitting $1.54
billion, and peaked at $1.66 billion in 2006
before it started to decline.
In addition to the recession, the U.S.
has seen a continual increase in the number of states that have added some form
of gambling, whereas Tunica was one of
only three gambling havens along with
Las Vegas, Nevada, and Atlantic City, New
Jersey, when it began in the Delta in 1993.
When the 100-year flood hit the Mississippi River in 2011, it devastated Tunica, closing gaming operations for several
weeks. The flood gave rise to Southland
Park Gaming & Racing as a new, serious
competitor for gaming dollars, as Southland in West Memphis, Arkansas, is closer
to Memphis and not built on the river.
Gross gaming revenue at the Mississippi River Counties dipped below
$1 billion in 2014 for the first time since
1994 but things have stabilized, with the
gaming commission showing about $631
million in gross revenue coming specifically from Tunica casinos in 2016.
Now, gaming operators there are
looking for ways to renew that growth
trajectory.
Most casino officials believe that attracting new gaming companies is not
the answer. Short-term they are focused
on continuing to reinvest in their product
and collaborating on large, multi-casino
events to retain gambling customers and
attract a diverse array of new customers
through entertainment, dining and other
resort amenities.
“Like many businesses that have been
around a long time, you really have to reinvent yourself and give people a reason
to come back,” said Justin Carter, general
manager at Penn National Gaming Inc.,
which owns three Tunica casinos.
Penn National and Caesars Entertainment Corp. are among the operators that
have invested in their Tunica properties.
“The commitments of MGM, Caesars
and Penn signal that we’re here to stay,
we think there’s potential and nobody is
giving up,” Carter said. “We just need to
think differently about how we approach
things.”
One example is providing guests with
more gaming options that appeal to a
younger clientele, such as electronic table
games like craps and roulette that have

Courtney Chambers, tables games floor supervisor, sits behind one of the many craps tables at the 1st Jackpot casino in Tunica,
Mississippi. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

TUNICA CASINO
OPERATORS
Penn National Gaming Inc.
• 1st Jackpot Casino Tunica
• Resorts Casino Tunica
• Hollywood Casino Tunica
Caesars Entertainment Corp.
• Horseshoe Casino
• Tunica Roadhouse Casino &
Hotel
MGM Resorts International
• Gold Strike Casino Resort

Tunica casinos like Gold Strike are combining forces more often to attract customers
as gaming revenues have declined in recent years. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
been added near live tables to give new
gamers a less intimidating way to start
playing table games.
“We’re also looking into other experience games like VR (virtual reality) and
skill-based games,” Carter said. “We’d
love to be first to market with these type
of games and really attract new players.”
Scott Barber, regional president of operations for Caesars Mid-South, said the
company completed a $6 million renovation in January to its Horseshoe Casino
property, which included the addition of
a full-service spa.
Another strategy is bringing headline

entertainment acts and boxing matches
to draw non-gaming guests who will stay
in the hotels and spend money in restaurants and shops.
Caesars’ properties offer 40 headliner
shows a year and programing 52 weekends a year, Barber said. Caesars markets
its Tunica properties through the Caesars
Total Rewards Loyalty program that has
55 million members worldwide.
“Given the Mid-South has a lot to offer
with Memphis and the Blues Trail, we’re
able to market that way and we import
players from our portfolio simply because
of this destination,” Barber said.

Boyd Gaming Corp.
• Sam’s Town Casino Resort
Majestic Holdco LLC
• Fitz Tunica Casino & Hotel

Creating a destination is something
you hear echoed among all the players
in Tunica.
“We’re working on diversifying the
economy, so cyclical downturns in one
industry don’t lead to the collapse of the
market, and we’ve made good strides
in that,” said Lyn Arnold, president and
CEO of the Tunica County Chamber of
Commerce.
The spirit of collaboration between
casinos continued on P9
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casinos continued from P8

casinos, the community and the CVB
(Convention and Visitors Bureau) is
“as strong as it’s ever been,” Carter and
Barber said.
“We’re able to leverage the strength
of all eight casinos to cooperate and
come up with special events and promotions to strengthen what one property
would be able to offer, from the increase
in the prize pool to marketing,” Barber
said.
That was evident with the Tunica
Slot Series Tournament that took place
last summer, bringing all eight casinos
together to create a larger prize pool
and market Tunica as a destination one
casino would not have been able to do.
Another big collaborative promotion
for 2018 will be announced in the spring.
The combined databases of the
casinos also enhance marketing efforts
to target more regional and national
players to come to Tunica.
Long term, there is talk about lobbying to change legislation in Mississippi to allow land-based casinos. Such
a change would give gaming operators
the option to relocate on Highway 61
and create a strip that would hopefully
attract other anchor amenities and help
transform Tunica into a destination
more like a Branson, Missouri.
The Tunica operators believe they
could leverage the culture and unique
offerings of the region to become a
multi-faceted destination of which gaming is only a part.
In Las Vegas or Atlantic City, there
are casinos and other amenities in
walking distance from one another, but
in Tunica you really have to get in your
car to go from one casino to another,
Barber said.
“If we could create a synergistic
area where the properties were closer
together we would see some bandwidth
to create more of a regional destination
and at that point, I think other nongaming amenities would come into
play,” Barber said.
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R E A L E S TAT E

Steve Lockwood, executive director
of the Frayser
Community
Development
Corp., says
economic
conditions
are improving
in Frayser and
his CDC is
very busy.

The commitments of MGM,
Caesars and Penn signal
that we’re here to stay, we
think there’s potential and
nobody is giving up. We just
need to think differently
about how we approach
things.”
–Justin Carter,

(Memphis News/
Houston Cofield)

General manager at Penn National Gaming Inc.

Tunica already boasts golf courses,
an indoor aquatic center and an arena
that regularly hosts equestrian events.
Other amenities on the wish list include
a water park, an outdoor event center
and possibly a racetrack.
To build momentum to change legislation, more awareness and urgency at
the state level is needed.
“The local community here in Tunica has been terrific to work with,” Barber
said. “We have strong relationships and
collaborations with people who want to
think differently about the market.
“It’s not the same story at the state
level. We need to build more awareness,” he said. “With (the state) losing 12
percent in tax revenue on $600 million,
it’s a $72 million impact to the state,
and you would hope at some point they
would say, ‘Let’s figure out how to get
that back.’”
Arnold agrees.
“Redeveloping Highway 61 as a casino strip long-term would be very positive for Tunica,” she said. “That allows
a whole different level of investment
by the casino properties and others …
We have some work to do to convince
the Legislature and tell our story a little
better, but I think we would find some
people willing to listen.”

The casinos in Tunica brought in $1.7 billion in 2006, but have seen revenue decline since then due to various factors, including severe flooding in 2011. There
is new optimism now for the market to reinvent itself.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
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Frayser CDC Growing,
Expanding Headquarters
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The Frayser Community Development
Corp. is a lot busier these days, so much so
that it’s expanding its headquarters at 3684
N. Watkins St., where the organization is
bursting at the seams.
Triumph Bank is helping the Frayser
CDC finance an expansion of its facility there, a project that will add about 800
square feet to the existing 2,800-square-foot
space. The changes will include adding a
new community room, where the organization and outside groups can hold meetings,
and turning the existing meeting room into
three new offices.
The need for those new offices is reflective of the fact that the organization
is as busy as it’s ever been, according to
executive director Steve Lockwood, and
that it’s been staffing up and planning to
do even more.
“We’ve been in the current location for
10 years, and It’s been a great location,”
Lockwood said. “But we’ve grown to 10 employees as well as a couple of other interns
that come and go. It’s a good problem to
have. But we don’t want to move, because
it’s just too cool a location for us.”
The CDC just made a few hires, including a housing director about two months
ago. Lockwood said the organization also
recently landed funding from BancorpSouth that will allow the CDC to hire a
pre-purchase counselor – “a guy whose
full-time job is to help solve obstacles and
problems for people buying houses in the
38127 ZIP code.”
The CDC is also looking at hiring a community organizer.
“I started out 15 years ago when I was
the sole employee working half the time,”
Lockwood said. “Now, Frayser’s just a beehive of activity.”
Triumph Bank CEO Will Chase said the

project landed on his bank’s radar thanks in
part to at least one coincidental connection:
The bank’s chairman, Hilliard Crews, grew
up in Frayser and encouraged the bank to
get involved.
The CDC’s office was originally purchased with help from the city of Memphis
Department of Housing & Community
Development.
In addition to making its new community room available for outside groups,
functions like free tax preparation services
that the CDC has had to turn down due to
a lack of space can be held at the expanded
headquarters.
The CDC’s monthly Home Buyer Education Classes will be able to grow from a capacity of 22 to 35 as a result of the increased
size. And it is anticipated that the Frayser
Community Association, the neighborhood’s volunteer resident association, will
be able to hold meetings there more easily.
The new meeting room also will be able
to be locked off from the main building, allowing CDC staff to go home while leaving
community groups in the new facility to
continue with evening meetings. The rough
timetable is for construction to start soon,
possibly in February.
“Work has gone extremely well in the
last handful of years,” Lockwood said
about the CDC’s efforts and about Frayser
in general, where he said home prices are
going up 25 percent a year. “There’s been
a great deal of opportunity for us. We’ve
gotten additional funding to add home
ownership counselors to help people buy
houses. Our home buyer education classes
are expanding.
“Even in this fairly trying time, there’s
been pretty good resources for us. This city
has financed us to build 10 new houses
starting soon this year. The market has
evolved, and we think we can sell those
houses. We own the lots. We’re just waiting
on our plans to get approved and we’ll start
breaking ground pretty soon.”
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real estate recap

Memphis Hilton Sale, New FedEx
Hub Building Highlight Busy Week
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

939 RIDGE LAKE BLVD.
MEMPHIS, TN 38120
SALE AMOUNT: $31 million
SALE DATE: Jan. 3, 2018
BUYER: Linchris Hotel Corp.
SELLER: Davidson Hotels and Resorts
LOAN AMOUNT: $32.5 million
LOAN DATE: Jan. 3, 2018
BORROWER: Glenn Gistis, CFO of
Linchris
LENDER: Western Alliance Bank
DETAILS: The Memphis Hilton, the
iconic cylindrical hotel located at 939
Ridge Lake Blvd. in East Memphis, has
sold for $31 million.
Hanover, Massachusetts-based Linchris Hotel Corp., doing business as
LCBV Memphis Investment LLC, purchased the 314,782-square-foot hotel
from Atlanta, Georgia-based Davidson
Hotels and Resorts, doing business as
RBD Memphis LLC.
Davidson Hotels and Resorts senior
vice president and general counsel

Crystal Beasley signed the Jan. 3 warranty deed on behalf of the sellers.
Meanwhile, Lincris took out a $32.5
million construction mortgage through
Phoenix, Arizona-based Western Alliance Bank.
Linchris chief financial officer Glenn
Gistis signed the warranty deed on
behalf of new owners.
Built in 1979, the 405-room hotel sits on
8.7 acres near Poplar Avenue and Interstate 240, and was last appraised for $25
million by the Shelby County Assessor
of Property.

Map data ©2018 Google

Memphis
Hilton

2333 SPRANKLE AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
PERMIT AMOUNT: $35.4 million
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 8, 2018
OWNER: Memphis-Shelby County
Airport Authority
TENANT: FedEx Corp.
DETAILS: Memphis-based FedEx Corp.
is preparing to expand operations at its
World Hub at Memphis International
Airport.
The shipping company has filed a

building permit application with construction code officials for a new $35.4
million building at 2333 Sprankle Ave.
The permit for the new building at
FedEx’s Memphis World Hub came the
same day as the as the official opening
of the FedEx Shanghai International
Express and Cargo Hub located at
Shanghai Pudong International Airport.
4755 SOUTHPOINT DRIVE
MEMPHIS, TN 38118

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the
region with local journalists, business executives, community
leaders, and politicians, as well as journalists analyzing the major
stories from the Memphis area.
County Commission Chair Heidi Shafer and City Council Chair
Berlin Boyd discuss the upcoming budget season and more with
Bill Dries of the Memphis Daily News and host Eric Barnes.

HEIDI SHAFER

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

BERLIN BOYD
Channel 10

PROJECT COST: $25 million
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 17, 2018
OWNER: Exeter 4755 Southpoint LLC
TENANT: The Northwest Co.
DETAILS: The Northwest Co., an industry leader in manufacturing “branded
home textiles,” is seeking a 10-year tax
abatement from the Economic Development Growth Engine for Memphis
and Shelby County to open a distribution facility in southeast Memphis.
Northwest is planning to invest more
than $25 million in a 700,000-squarefoot distribution facility with office
space that will create 25 permanent
jobs averaging $34,250 per year and 150
part-time and seasonal jobs that would
be equivalent to 75 full-time jobs averaging $29,000, according to the Roslyn,
New York-based company’s Fast Track
PILOT application.
If approved, Northwest would save
$4.9 million during the course of the
decade-long payment-in-lieu-of-taxes
plan, while generating $5.1 million in
local tax revenues for a 1.03 cost-tobenefit ratio.
The EDGE board will review Northwest’s request Wednesday, Jan. 17.
Northwest Co. is known for producing
throw blankets and other household
products that are branded with sports
and entertainment properties. It has
175 employees in five countries worldwide.

6060 PRIMACY PKWY.
MEMPHIS, TN 38119
SALE AMOUNT: $14.1 million
SALE DATE: Jan. 9, 2018
BUYER: Priam Capital
SELLER: Lone Star Funds
SELLER’S REP: Terry Radford and
Johnny Lamberson, CBRE
LOAN AMOUNT: $9.3 million
LOAN DATE: Jan. 9, 2018
BORROWER: Abhishek Mathura,
Priam Capital
LENDER: First Tennessee Bank N.A.
DETAILS: Nashville-based Priam Capital has secured another East Memphis
office property in a multimillion-dollar
deal.
Priam Capital, doing business as
Primacy III LLC, bought the 130,000
square foot office building at 6060
Primacy Pkwy. from Lone Star Funds
doing business as LSREF2 Newtown for
$14.1 million, according to a Jan. 9 warranty deed filed with the Shelby County
Register.
CBRE’s Terry Radford and Johnny
Lamberson represented the sellers in
the deal.
In conjunction with the purchase,
Priam took out a $9.3 million mortgage
with First Tennessee Bank National
Association that was signed by Priam
co-founder and partner Abhishek
Mathura.
In April, Priam bought Primacy II, a
123,265-square-foot East Memphis
office building located at 6055 Primacy
Parkway near the intersection of Ridgway Road and Park Avenue, from The
Southland Cos. for $16.6 million.
In conjunction with that purchase,
Priam took out a $10.6 million mortgage
on the property, through Missouribased RGA Reinsurance Co.
Less than a week later, Priam, doing
business as 8700 Trail Lake LLC, bought
the 60,000-square-foot Tournament
Trails building in southeast Memphis
from Tournament Trails Office Building
I LLC for $8.3 million.
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GROWING THE RANKS
Strickland: Memphis about to meet
goal of net gain in police
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland defines the state of the city halfway through
his four-year term of office as “strong and
getting stronger every day.”
Strickland delivered his state of the
city address Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the
Memphis Kiwanis Club to a crowd of 100,
including several division directors.
While Wednesday’s address was the
first, Strickland will give other speeches
with the same theme in the coming
weeks.
The Kiwanis speech came the day
before the Memphis Police Department
graduated a class of 80 recruits Thursday
at First Baptist Church – Broad. The class
means the MPD will have a net annual
gain in police officers for the first time in
seven years, a goal Strickland set when he
took office in January 2016.
“Now the challenge is to keep it going,
keep it moving,” he said after the speech,
referring to the goal of training enough
police recruits to offset and exceed the
number of officers leaving or retiring
from the force.
The administration’s goal is a force of
2,300 to 2,400, from just under 2,000 when
he took office. Strickland said he remains
convinced increasing the police force is
essential to reducing violent crime in
Memphis.
“When we had 2,452, we had reduced
violent crime by 26 percent,” he said. “As
we’ve lost officers, that violent crime has
raised. We can’t eliminate crime with just
police officers, but we can reduce it.”
Not counting the 80 recruits out of the
police training academy this week, the
force currently stands at 1,945. Some of
those are police brass in the upper ranks
who have delayed their retirement in an
effort to retain officers until the complement gets closer to the goal.
Strickland said along with the new police recruit classes and their graduates, his
administration’s long-term plan includes
backing stiffer penalties for violent crime,
creating a re-entry program for those coming out of prison, promoting job training
and paying expungement fees for firsttime offenders if they stay out of trouble
for five years after being released.
“I am not satisfied with the result we
are getting,” Strickland said of violent
crime. “I don’t think (Memphis Police)
director (Michael) Rallings or anyone in
our administration is. But I am convinced
if we keep improving what we are doing
and go in this direction, we will long-term
reduce the level of violent crime.”
He described violent crime as “our
greatest challenge.”
“That’s why we’re rebuilding the Mem-

Mayor Jim Strickland gave his state of the city address to the Memphis Kiwanis Club Wednesday, Jan. 17, saying the city is about to
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
experience its first net gain in police officers in seven years. 

“

We can’t eliminate crime
with just police officers, but
we can reduce it.”
–Jim Strickland, Memphis mayor

William Brack, an attendee of Mayor Jim Strickland’s state of the city speech Wednesday,
asks a question following the address. Strickland, who is halfway through his four-year
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
term, says the city is “strong and getting stronger every day.”
phis Police Department,” he said. “That’s
why we’ve partnered with the U.S. Attorney’s office to strengthen the enforcement
of laws for violent repeat offenders. That’s
why we’ve done so much to intervene in
the lives of our young people.”
Strickland also said the city is close to
identifying a “sustainable funding solution” to provide universal prekindergarten in the city.
The revenue stream is to be identified
by the time Strickland takes his annual

budget proposal to the City Council in
April and could involve some kind of citywide referendum if the revenue involves
a sales tax hike. Two previous proposed
sales tax hikes – city and county – toward
universal prekindergarten were defeated
by voters in 2012 and 2013.
Asked about the death of a woman
whose body was found Wednesday morning on the Main Street Mall outside City
Hall, Strickland said the unidentified
woman was not homeless.

“I do know that she was in a home –
either a care home or a personal home as
of (Tuesday),” he told reporters. “She left
in some of disagreement with the other
people who live in the home and unfortunately it was so cold last night. I don’t
know her personal background.”
Police believe the woman could have
died from exposure to the below freezing
temperatures. But the Shelby County
Medical Examiner’s Office will determine
the cause of death.
Strickland said the city is prepared to
open another overnight warming shelter
if needed. But he said the current shelter
at the Benjamin L. Hooks Central Library,
3030 Poplar Ave., still has room.
The center had 113 guests Tuesday
evening as temperatures dropped to
single digits. From Friday night through
Tuesday, a total of 467 Memphians had
found shelter at the library, according to
the city.
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Norris Acknowledges Stall In
Federal Judicial Nomination
BILL DRIES

party lines as well. A U.S. Senate majority
of 51 is every Republican in the chamber
to 49 Democrats.
Norris is drawing opposition for the
Tennessee
Legislature’s passage of state
State Senate Majority Leader Mark Norris of Collierville says he will continue with laws requiring voter IDs, a failed attempt
his legislative duties unless or until the U.S. to require proof of citizenship to vote and
Senate confirms his appointment to the his push for more state control of refugees
allowed within the state.
federal judiciary.
The NAACP Legal Defense and
Norris told the Senate Republican
Educational Fund Inc. came out
caucus last week that he doesn’t
against Norris’ nomination
“trust the United States Senlate last year terming his
ate to follow through on
record “appalling” and
this.”
“one that stands out
“I’m not going to
even among President
resign the seat which
Trump’s long line of
my constituents have
anti-civil rights nomielected me or this leadnees.”
ership for which you
The group said in Noelected me,” Norris said,
vember that Norris “demaccording to The Tennesonstrated a laser-focused
sean. “It’s very constructive
determination
to destroy civil
to be crucified for the sins of
MARK NORRIS
rights protections and laws.”
others, to see what other people
“No litigant who brought a civil rights
who demonize us say about us and how
claim before Norris would believe that
they see us.”
The Jan. 10 caucus session in Nashville he could provide an impartial hearing
is the first public comment Norris has made and fairly adjudicate claims involving the
on his nomination by President Donald nation’s civil rights laws,” the LDF letter
Trump last year to the Memphis Federal to the Senate Judiciary Committee read.
Court bench and his recommendation by “Confirming Norris would thus undermine
the rule of law and erode the very legitimacy
the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee.
The committee vote was a party line of the judiciary.”
The opposition includes Norris’ leadvote of 11-9 indicating a vote by the full
U.S. Senate would likely hew closely to ing role in sponsoring several versions of
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

state laws that ultimately permitted the
demerger of public education in Shelby
County into a set of six suburban school
systems one year after the county’s two
public school systems merged.
“Norris responded to the planned
merger with a bill that allowed six wealthy
suburban schools to secede from the
county school district, leaving Memphis
behind,” the letter reads. “Norris’ bill has
had a devastating financial impact on the
mostly students of color in Memphis.”
And the LDF letter quotes Democratic
critics in the House at that time, including
former state House speaker Jimmy Naifeh,
who said the demerger bill amounted to
racial segregation.
The full U.S. Senate confirmed fellow
Trump judiciary nominee Thomas Parker
of Baker Donelson last week on a 98-0 vote.
With Parker’s confirmation, U.S. Sen.
Lamar Alexander of Tennessee urged the
body to schedule a vote soon on Norris.
The apparent stall in Norris’ nomination follows President Barack Obama’s
nomination of U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton
to Memphis Federal Court judge late in
Obama’s second term. The backdrop for
Stanton’s appointment was Obama’s move
to fill a vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court,
which the Republican Senate majority
opposed being so close to a presidential
election. After Trump took office, Stanton
resigned as U.S. attorney and took a position with the Butler Snow law firm.

“

I’m not going to resign the
seat which my constituents
have elected me or this
leadership for which you
elected me.”
–Mark Norris, State Senate majority leader

The stalled nomination of Norris complicates political decisions to be made by
those interested in filling his state Senate
seat. Norris’ current term of office in Nashville runs to the end of 2020.
If the U.S. Senate were to confirm Norris
before March 29, the special election race
would start on the August primary ballot
with the primary winners advancing to the
November general election. And the filing
deadline for the candidates would be noon
April 5 along with everyone else on the
August ballot.
If Norris were to be confirmed as a federal judge and resign his seat in Nashville
later than March 29, the filing deadline
for candidates in that race only could be
pushed back to June 21 and still make the
August ballot for primaries.
Beyond June 21, the executive committees of the local parties would select a
nominee by their own rules and a special
general election for the state Senate seat
would go on the November ballot.
Since state Senate District 32 covers
the eastern most part of Shelby County
and a large part of Tipton County, the local
party committees in both counties would
be involved in the selection of a nominee
in that event.

POLITICS

Shelby County Commission to Have New Majority in September
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

District 2 Shelby County
commissioner George Chism
will not be seeking a second term
in the 2018 county elections.
Chism has pulled a petition
to run in the May Republican
primary for trustee. His decision
means the 13-member commission that takes office Sept.
1 will see a turnover of at least
seven seats.
With his financial background as a mortgage banker
with Patriot Bank in Collierville
and incumbent trustee David
Lenoir running for Shelby County mayor this year, Chism said
the decision was an easy one.
Chism ran for the commission in 2014 as county government was finding its legs in deal-

ing with
the merger
of public
schools
in Shelby
County
a nd the n
the deGEORGE CHISM
merger of
public education into six suburban school
districts – all of them funded to
some degree by county government along with Shelby County
Schools.
“When the schools and the
municipalities were happening,
I felt it was important to be on
the commission,” Chism said.
“The commission is what it is.
I get frustrated at times, but I
think we’ve done a good job.”
Chism wants to continue
the financial literacy programs
Lenoir has established as trustee

in addition to the basic duties of
the office that collects taxes. The
trustee’s financial figures are
among those used by the county
administration and commissioners to determine the county
property tax rate and the budget
revenue, expenditures and debt.
In addition to Chism’s departure, commission chairwoman Heidi Shafer and commissioners Terry Roland, Melvin Burgess, Walter Bailey and
Justin Ford are in their second
terms and are term-limited from
running again. Commissioner
David Reaves announced late
last year that he would seek a
second term.
In other political developments, Roland pulled his qualifying petition Thursday, Jan. 11,
to run in the Republican primary
for county mayor. Roland announced his political intentions

and began campaigning last
year.
Meanwhile, in the Republican primary race for County
Clerk, Danny Kail is about to
withdraw from the race. His
wife, Sohelia Kail, a manager
and auditor with the Shelby
County Sheriff’s Office who held
a similar position in the General
Sessions Court Clerk’s office,
picked up a petition Thursday,
Jan. 11, to run in the primary.
Danny Kail, an attorney and
chief administrative officer with
the Criminal Court Clerk’s office,
said he and his wife made the
decision and decided she was
the better candidate of the two
to seek the office now held by
Republican Wayne Mashburn.
Mashburn is term limited and
is running for register in the May
primaries.
“Based on just such an in-

credible amount of support and
encouragement and a willingness to raise money, we’ve decided as a group to go ahead and
run her instead of me,” Danny
Kail said. “We do everything together anyway so it’s not like we
run an independent campaign.”
In other election developments, attorneys Jennifer J.
Mitchell and Handel Durham
were the first to pull petitions
this week to run for Criminal
Court judge. They pulled the day
after Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam
appointed Deputy District Attorney General Jennifer Nichols
to the vacancy created by the
retirement last month of Judge
James Beasley Jr.
Circuit Court Judge Mary
Wagner filed her petition for
election to the judge’s position
Haslam appointed her to last
year.
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Average Home Sales Price, Volume Soar
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Average home sale prices and overall
sales volume showed healthy gains in
2017 over the previous year, signaling
another good year for the housing market
in Shelby County.
The average home sales price in 2017
was $165,644, a 5 percent increase from
the previous year, according to real estate
information company Chandler Reports,
chandlerreports.com.
The volume of home sales in 2017
reached $3.13 billion, which is up 13
percent from $2.78 billion a year ago,
according to the Chandler Reports data.
That $3.13 billion level hadn’t been seen
since 2006, and was the fourth-highest
amount ever recorded in the county.
Eads’ 38028 ZIP code recorded the
highest average price, at $428,959.
The number of units sold was up 8
percent in 2017, with 18,877 sales recorded compared the 17,516 units sold
in 2016.
Vinh Le, with First National Realty,
said he definitely noticed the increase in
average sales price in 2017.
“I think a lot of people are wanting to
upgrade to a bigger house,” Le said. “Our
economy is growing, and that probably
has something to do with it.”
As a whole, Le said 2017 was a good
year for the housing market and expects
2017’s solid close to carry over into 2018.
“I’m starting to see more and more
inquiries about properties each week,”
he said.
Existing-home sales in rose 8 percent
2017, with 17,983 recorded last year
compared to 16,629 in 2016. The average
sales price of existing homes, meanwhile,
reached $157,094 in 2017, up 4 percent
from $150,595 a year ago.
Sales of new homes rose 1 percent for
the year, with 894 sales recorded compared to 887 in 2016. The average price of
a new home rose 10 percent to $337,644,
compared to $305,976 a year ago.
Arlington’s 38002 ZIP code recorded
the most new-home sales for the year
with 187 sales averaging $316,006.
BUILDING PERMITS
One of the dynamics affecting home
sales prices is inventory. New-home
construction kept somewhat of a lid
on inventory, as it was down through
November, with 805 building permits
averaging $333,504 recorded compared
to 941 averaging $277,268 filed through
the first 11 months of 2016. That’s a 14
percent decrease.
Chet Whitsitt, Crye-Leike Real Estate
Services sales leader and vice president,
said that while 2017 was in incredible year
for sales – with his company alone notching 9,100 sales totaling $1.9 billion – new
inventory is still lagging, mainly due to a
shortage of developed lots.
“If you go to develop a subdivision,
and start the development process today,
it’s going to be at least a year, maybe
even close to two years before you could

even start building anything,”
he said.
Whitsitt said that many of
the industry leaders he has
spoken to predict that inventories may increase in 2018.
“They are also predicting
that appreciation could slow
down just a little bit because
inventory may increase,” he
said. “There still might be a
shortage, but inventories will
continue to get better.”
Regency Home Builders
was the top builder in 2017
through November with 158
new-home sales recorded averaging $304,243, and 160 new
home permits filed averaging
$285,570.
Arlington/Lakeland’s 38002
ZIP code recorded the most

new-home permits for the year
– 192 averaging $304,919.
FORECLOSURE ACTIVITY
Shelby County residential foreclosures continued
to remain at historic lows in
2017, according to Chandler
Reports, with 1,638 recorded
for the year – a 17 percent
decrease from 1,968 in 2016.
Of those 1,638, the average foreclosure amount was
$76,680 and the average tax
appraisal value was $108,411.
Southeast Shelby County’s 38125 ZIP code had the
highest foreclosure inventory
value of $13 million across 79
properties, while Westwood’s
38109 ZIP code had the most

homes in foreclosure in 2017,
with 149 valued at $6 million.
Among lenders, Fannie
Mae had the highest foreclosure inventory, with 133
homes valued at $14 million.
Bank sales – or foreclosure
sales – represented 7 percent of
all Shelby County homes sold
in 2017. The 1,354 bank sales
recorded marked a 24 percent
decrease year over year. The
volume of bank sales dropped
9 percent to $129 million.
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Some other highlights from
the overall strong local housing
market in 2017:
• Every ZIP code in Shelby
County experienced an in-

crease in average home sales
price.
• Forty percent of all home
sales were by cash buyers,
meaning no mortgage was
taken out at the time of sale.
• The median sales price
for 2017 was $130,000, which
is up 5 percent from 2016.
• Home sales above
$500,000 were up 28 percent
from 2016, with 648 recorded
for the year compared to 505
the previous year. Conversely,
home sales valued at more
than $1 million were down 6
percent, with 48 sales recorded compared to 51 in 2016.
Chandler Reports, chandlerreports.com, is a division of
The Daily News Publishing Co.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Mortgage Market Down 9% In Dec., Up 8% for '17
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Buoyed in part by solid numbers for
2017, bankers in Memphis like David
Umsted are already looking ahead to
what they foresee will be another busy
year for the mortgage business locally
thanks to a mix of underlying strengths
for the market.
New numbers out from real estate
information company Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com, show
that while purchase mortgage volume in
December hit the typical holiday season
pause, dropping off 9 percent for the
month, volume was slightly up for the
fourth quarter (2 percent). And for all of
2017, the market saw an 8 percent gain
in purchase volume.
Orion Federal Credit Union CEO
Daniel Weickenand told The Daily News
in recent weeks his institution expects
mortgage activity in 2018 to be at least
as strong as it was in 2017, and maybe
even more so. Likewise, Umsted said
Triumph Bank is similarly “optimistic”
about housing and mortgage activity
this year.
“Mortgage rates and economic conditions continue to be very attractive,
while delinquency rates remain low,”
said Umsted, vice president of Triumph
Mortgage. “We expect the homeownership rate in Memphis to rise as a result of
job growth and an increase in disposable
income due to tax relief. We continue
to implement policies that will make
it easier for potential homeowners to
obtain mortgages to meet the demand
of the local market.”
Purchase volume in Shelby County
for December was just shy of $152 mil-

Top December 2017 lenders by
purchase mortgage volume
PINNACLE BANK
December 2017: $11.4M
December 2016: $7.2M

COMMUNITY MORTGAGE
December 2017: $10.2M
December 2016: $11.9M

IBERIABANK
December 2017: $7.8M
December 2016: $11.9M
Source: Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com

lion, down from a little more than $166
million in December 2016. And while the
number of mortgages themselves also
fell over those two December periods –
from 925 in December 2016 to 812 last
month – lenders were making bigger
mortgages, on average.
The average mortgage amount last
month was $187,018, up from $179,535
in December 2016.
The fourth quarter, meanwhile,
paints a slightly better picture. Purchase
volume from October through December 2017 topped $494 million, up from
$486.9 million during the same period in
2016. Again, the dollar amount of mortgages on average was up – from $178,618
to $185,713 during that period – though
the number of mortgages themselves
slipped a little (2,726 to 2,662).
The way things shook out for the
whole year: Purchase mortgage volume
surpassed $2 billion for all of 2017,
topping the more than $1.9 billion the
market saw for all of 2016.
All of the numbers are strongest
looking at full-year totals – the number

of mortgages, the average mortgage
amount and total volume all saw increases in 2017 compared to 2016’s totals.
At a glance, the key 2017 statistics
showed:
• Purchase mortgage volume: $2.1B
compared to $1.9B for 2016
• Number of mortgages: 11,346 compared to 10,650 for 2016
• Average mortgage amount:
$182,491 compared to $180,168 for 2016.
David Waddell, president, CEO and
chief investment strategist with Waddell & Associates, will be hosting his
company’s latest “State of the Union”
presentation in a few weeks, a run-down
he gives each year not only of company
performance but his thoughts on the
economy and market trends. In line with
the assessment from mortgage bakers
that things are on an upswing, Waddell
said the theme for the presentation this
year will be about celebrating that things
are looking up.
“Can you feel it? Animal spirits
abound,” Waddell writes in the latest
market commentary he distributes to
clients of his Memphis-based investment firm. “Consumer sentiment sits
at a 17-year high, the U.S. unemployment rate is the lowest in two decades,
and even our moribund manufacturing
economy has vaulted back to growth
unseen since 2004.”
Translation: Housing and mortgage
activity are set for another busy year
in 2018 on the back of an improving
economy and more consumers having
more money to spend.
Chandler Reports, chandlerreports.
com, is an operating unit of The Daily
News Publishing Co.
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the tipping point

From Intern to Executive, Meeks Builds Bold Team of Leaders

JIM MEEKS
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to The Memphis News

For most of us, our first big
financial move as young adults
might have been an apartment
security deposit, say, or the down
payment on a used car. When Jim
Meeks was 17 years old, fresh out
of high school in Paducah, Kentucky, he said to himself, “I want
to buy some life insurance.”

(Ziggy Mack)

He didn’t come from money,
see – and besides, he wasn’t like
those teenagers who fancy themselves immortal.
“If I were to die,” he realized,
“I would not want my parents to
be arguing about money because
of me.”
His mother was a nurse; his
father worked for – and eventually ran – an industrial insulation
company. Meeks remembers
laboring alongside his father in
power-plant asbestos removal and
insulation installation.
Meeks did his research and
wound up with $100,000 worth of
life insurance – purchased from
Northwestern Mutual, on advice
from his brother, “who at the time

was the smartest individual that I
knew on the planet.”
He met with an adviser named
John Wise, and the conversation
turned quickly into a job interview.
Wise learned Meeks was about to
begin his freshman year of college, and asked, “Do you need to
make money?” Meeks recalls. He
answered yes and learned of an
opportunity to test-drive a career
in the financial services industry –
while still in college.
“I was just trying to see if I liked
it,” Meeks shrugs. “I didn’t even
have a suit. I didn’t even know
how to buy a suit – my dad was
blue-collar.”
He started as an intern and
never looked back. Thirty years
later, the sales records Meeks set
for Northwestern Mutual while
studying at Murray State still
stand.
Now, Meeks is managing partner of the Memphis office of
Northwestern Mutual. He works
with an executive leadership team
(ELT) to develop and implement
plans to keep growing the business of financial planning. The
rate of growth for Meeks’ office,
he notes, averages 10 to 15 percent
annually – well above the national
growth rate of about 3 percent.
That means that “today, we’re
100 percent bigger than we were 8
years ago” when Meeks moved to
Memphis to take the reins.

The secret to that growth,
Meeks says, is not a secret at all:
“I’ve built a team of leaders around
me.”
From his own beginnings as a
young intern, Meeks learned the
value of training new leaders, starting at the very beginning. That’s
why his office welcomed 36 new
interns this month. “They’ll test,
try, see if this is a career they would
be successful in,” says Meeks,
himself a product of a successful
start in college.
Internships are, he observes,
“a little bit of a secret bullet in the
gun of Northwestern Mutual –
this program has developed the
highest level of leaders across the
company.” Indeed, there are 70
people at Meeks’ level, scattered
among the 50 states – and “of those
70, more than half of us started as
college interns.”
But it’s not just interns who
have valuable lessons to learn.
In 2010, Meeks recalls, “we had
a better year than in ’09. In ’11,
’12, ’13, ’14, ’15, ’16 – every single
year we went up.” But in April, he
realized 2017 might go in the other
direction.
“I was kind of in ‘oh my gosh’
territory,” he says.
He went to his ELT, listened
to their feedback, and realized
more accountability was needed
across the board. That’s when he
developed “Jim 2.0” – his personal

redesign “as a person and as the
leader of the organization.”
Then the ELT said they wanted
to be “ELT 2.0.” Individual team
members wanted 2.0 versions of
themselves.
Together, they were learning
and continuing to develop. The
numbers got back on track, and
Meeks believes 2018 will be the
team’s best year yet.
“The win for me in 2017 – even
though it wasn’t the best year from
a results standpoint – it’s the best
in the sense that I re-engaged and
started holding a higher level of accountability. The team responded
and drove us up to recover.”
Every year, Meeks chooses one
word to be his mantra. This year’s
word: intentionality.
“Everything I do, I do it intentionally – not just because I’m on
the treadmill of life.”
Meeks and his wife have three
young boys – ages 6, 4 and 3 – and
Meeks applies the same principles
to fatherhood as he does with his
team at Northwestern Mutual: “At
work, with my leaders, I let them
know they’re important: It’s not
me, it’s we. As a family, it’s we:
What kind of legacy do we want
to leave?”
Jim Meeks is a graduate of the
Leadership Development Intensive at New Memphis. Learn more
at newmemphis.org.

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Lender Reclaims 100 N. Main at Auction

After more than a year of delays, the lender seeking to sell the
100 North Main Building has reclaimed the property at auction
for $1 million. 
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

More than a year after Memphis’ tallest building went into
foreclosure, 100 North Main has
been reclaimed by the lender.

THM Memphis Acquisitions
LLC effectively bought the 37-story office tower at a foreclosure
auction on the courthouse steps
after the property failed to receive
any bids. A substitute trustee’s
deed for the $1 million transaction
was recorded with the Register’s

Office Thursday, Jan. 11.
The tower went into foreclosure in late 2016 when thenowner IHM Memphis LLC defaulted on the $2.8 million loan
through Shadow Tree Income
Fund B LP, THM Funding LLC,
Conrad Partners LLC, Nils Brous
and Keiter Group LLC. IHM had
taken out that loan when it purchased the 100 North Main Building in August 2015 for $5 million.
The foreclosure auction, originally set for November 2016, was
delayed numerous times before
the lenders assigned the loan
to THM Memphis LLC, an entity
affiliated with New York-based
real estate firm Townhouse Management Co.
William P. Morris III, an attorney with Harris Shelton Hanover
Walsh PLLC who served as substitute trustee for the sale, said he
doesn’t know what THM’s plans
are for the property.
The foreclosure sale is the

latest chapter in a series of recent
struggles for 100 North Main,
which was built in 1965 and spans
the block between North Main
and North Second streets on the
south side of Adams Avenue.
The building faced years of
declining tenant rates before One
Hundred North Main LLC bought
it in 2013 for $5 million. Developer Yitzchok “Isaac” Thomas,
who owned the limited liability
company, proposed redeveloping 100 North Main into a mixeduse project with residential and
commercial space and a hotel,
but struggled to line up the financing.
The future of the project
became increasingly uncertain
– even after the building was
added to the National Register
of Historic Places in May 2015,
making it eligible for tax credits
and grants that could help fund
the redevelopment.
With delinquent utility bills

topping $86,000 by June 2015,
Memphis Light, Gas and Water
Division appeared poised to cut
service to the tower. But three of
the city’s major hospital systems
told MLGW that disconnecting
power could disrupt communication equipment they used for
their hospitals’ paging systems.
Leading Edge, which provided
communications equipment
for local hospitals, twice paid to
keep the utilities on for another
month.
Thomas’ company sold the
building to IMH in August 2015,
but the building continued to
decline under new ownership.
A small fire broke out on the
34th floor last March. The owners
had previously been cited in Shelby County Environmental Court
for several violations, including
fire alarms that didn’t work.
Daily News staff contributed
to this article.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Chamber to Host Free MWBE
Certification Fair on Jan. 23
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

In an effort to generate more certified
minority and women-owned businesses
in Shelby County, the Greater Memphis
Chamber will host its first joint certification
fair with the county on Jan. 23.
At the event, which will be held at the
6200 Poplar Ave. Regions Bank branch
from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., minority and
women business owners will be able to
take advantage of a free and streamlined
certification process.
“What we wanted to do is open up
the available tools out
there for businesses to
get certified to be able
to identify themselves
as possible vendors for
city and county government,” Chamber economic development
project manager Andre
Gibson said. “A lot of ANDRE GIBSON
intention is being paid
on contracting with minority and women-owned small businesses
and this is one of the necessary steps to get
yourself in that game.”
Gibson said it’s important for MWBEs
to get certified to better take advantage of
the city and county’s minority and womenowned spending goals.
“You’re not eligible to be counted toward that without certification,” Gibson
said.
In addition to the possible city and
county contracts, public-sector companies

such as Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division, the Memphis Area Transit Authority
and Memphis International Airport have
their own contract goals. While it gets a
little different in the private sector, some
businesses that accept federal grant money
also have an obligation to seek out diverse
vendors, he added.
At the certification fair, perspective
businesses will have two options.
The first is for minority or womanowned companies that are not on the
certified roll to start the process. However,
these companies would not be able to complete the process the same day, because
of certain required verifications, such as
a site visit.
Another option is for businesses that
are already certified, but with another entity, to become eligible for what’s known as
“reciprocal certification.”
“Not making companies go through the
entire process twice is a big deal for us,”
Gibson said. “It’s a much shorter process,
much shorter application.”
Conversely, this process will be able to
be completed on site.
While construction contracts usually
come to mind, Gibson said MWBEs could
also land janitorial, security and office supply contracts to just name a few.
Shea Flinn, senior vice president of the
Chamber’s Chairman’s Circle, said programs like this are important to the Chamber’s larger goal of growing the number of
MWBEs in the Memphis area.
“This was one of the key metrics when
we grade ourselves,” Flinn said. “But
we can’t take those numbers as gospel,

L AW & T H E C O U R T S

Playhouse Begins Sexual
Harassment Investigation
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The board of directors of Playhouse
on the Square has hired the Burch, Porter and Johnson law firm to investigate
an allegation of sexual misconduct made
last month against Jackie Nichols, the
founder and executive producer of the
theater.
In actions also announced Thursday, Jan. 11, the board named Michael
Detroit, the associate producer of the
theater, as the interim leader during the
investigation.
Nichols was accused last month in
an allegation that goes back 40 years.
Nichols has denied any misconduct as

he stepped aside.
“We are dedicated to a thorough investigation,” Playhouse board president
Sue Guarino said in a written statement.
“It is our mission to keep our facilities a
safe, welcoming environment for staff
members and audiences, and the organization financially strong in order to
stay in business for the future.”
The law firm’s investigation will be
led by attorney Jennifer S. Hagerman.
The investigation will include any other
complaints that may arise during the
course of the probe.
Also in reaction to the allegation,
labor relations attorney Paul Prather
will be hired to review the organization’s
employee policies and procedures.

because of the lack of certification. We
might be doing better than we think, we
might be doing worse, but we don’t know,
and we need to know
to hold ourselves accountable.”
Flinn said growing
the number MWBEs
is an important goal
because it is important
to the economics of the
city as whole.
SHEA FLINN
“As we go forward
and look to grow our
economy, this is a critical, critical piece of
it,” he said.
Though the Jan. 23 event is geared
toward Shelby County certification, the
Chamber plans on holding more certification fairs in the future, including ones
geared toward city of Memphis certification.
More information can be found on
the Greater Memphis Chamber’s website
at: http://events.memphischamber.com/
events/details/free-business-certificationfair-12771
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Memphis Out of Running for Amazon HQ2
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis is out of the running
for Amazon’s massive second
headquarters.
The Seattle-based ecommerce giant released a list of 20
finalists Thursday, Jan. 18, out of
the 238 proposals submitted by
cities across the United States,
Canada and Mexico.
While Memphis did not make
the cut for the HQ2 project, Tennessee is still in the running, as
Nashville was named one of the
20 cities.
“Getting from 238 to 20 was
very tough – all the proposals
showed tremendous enthusiasm
and creativity,” Amazon Public Policy representative Holly
Sullivan said in a statement.
“Through this process we learned
about many new communities
across North America that we will
consider as locations for future
infrastructure investment and
job creation.”
Amazon announced in September it planned to invest $5
billion in a second headquarters
that would create as many as
50,000 “high-paying” jobs. The
announcement launched a fierce
competition among cities interested in the project, with many
of them rolling out incentives
and creative marketing stunts

to attract the online retailer’s
attention.
Memphis’ bid included $60
million in monetary incentives
– $50 million in labor reimbursements and a $10 million investment to upgrade the city’s transit
and workforce infrastructure
– along with a 30-year tax abatement. The state of Tennessee,
meanwhile, offered a set of incentives common to all the sites
statewide making a bid.
Memphis City Council chairman Berlin Boyd said the absence
of Memphis from the short list
points up shortcomings, and that
the state incentives could have
been better.
“We were aggressive. I think
if we had a little bit more support
from the state from their incentives for attracting Amazon, we
would have been a little bit more
competitive,” he said Thursday
at a taping of the WKNO-TV
program “Behind the Headlines.”
“It also gives Memphis an
opportunity to start re-evaluating
and looking at ourselves – looking at ways we can improve,” he
added. “We do have some issues
that we need to address, such
as public transportation. It’s an
opportunity for us not to give up
and not to lose hope but to actually start improving on the things
that we may need to improve on
to become a bit more aggressive
and competitive to seek major

THE 20 CITIES THAT MADE
THE CUT FOR AMAZON HQ2



(Associated Press)

sites like Amazon.”
Instead of pinpointing one
specific site in its proposal, Memphis offered multiple options
around Shelby County, including
one site in an unincorporated
area in the northern part of the
county.
County Commission chairwoman Heidi Shafer said the
city’s decision to end new sewer
connections announced this past
August may have been a factor in
Amazon’s decision.
“One of the issues the county
is going to have to grapple with
is whether it is the fee payers in
unincorporated (Shelby County)
who would be responsible for
a new sewer – whether they are
going to be willing to bear the $40
million it would take to build a
new sewer treatment plant,” she
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Denver, CO
Indianapolis, IN
Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL

Montgomery County, MD
Nashville, TN
Newark, NJ
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Toronto, ON
Washington, D.C.

said during Thursday’s “Behind
the Headlines” taping. “I do think
that having that disconnect and
having some uncertainty … not
having that sewer be a sure thing
didn’t make us look good.”
Though the city’s bid wasn’t
successful, Memphis Mayor Jim
Strickland pointed out benefits
of making the proposal.
We came together and gave it
our best shot,” Strickland said in
a statement Thursday. “The good
news is that this exercise showed
us new ways to showcase our
city that we are already using to
attract other businesses.
“Memphis has momentum
and other companies have seen
and will continue to see our
value.”
Memphis did get a small nod
from Amazon in October when

the company confirmed plans
for a $72 million “receive center”
on Holmes Road that will collect and repackage products for
distribution to Amazon fulfillment centers across the country.
Construction is now underway.
The project will create 600
jobs, but they don’t pay the whitecollar wages that many workers at
Amazon’s HQ2 will receive. The
average base salary of the new
jobs, not including benefits, is
around $29,000.
The Memphis receive center
will join Amazon’s five other
Tennessee fulfillment centers,
located in Chattanooga, Charleston, Lebanon, Murfreesboro and
Nashville.
Daily News senior reporter Bill
Dries contributed to this report.

C O M M E R C I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Container Apartments, Textiles Warehouse Receive Approvals
Plans for a southeast Memphis textiles distribution facility
and a Medical District apartment
development made of shipping
containers both took steps forward Wednesday, Jan. 17, with
approvals from local boards.
The Northwest Co., a New
York-based manufacturer of
branded blankets and throws,
was awarded a 10-year Fast Track
PILOT (payment-in-lieu-of-taxes)
abatement by the Economic
Development Growth Engine for
Memphis and Shelby County.
Northwest was seeking the
from the EDGE board to bring a
long-vacant distribution facility
at 4755 Southpoint Drive back to
life. The project will cost $5.7 million and create 25 new jobs with
an average base salary of $34,250,
excluding benefits.
EDGE staff estimates the project will generate $5.1 in local total
tax revenues during the term of
the PILOT, while saving Northwest $4.9 million. The company

will have to spend at least $1.6 million with city- or county-certified
minority or women business
enterprises.
The property has remained
mostly vacant since 2012, when
beauty product manufacturer
Helen of Troy relocated to a new
facility in Olive Branch.
Headquartered in Roslyn,
New York, Northwest manufacturers branded blankets, pillows and other home accessories
through licensing agreements
with Disney, the NFL, MLB, NHL,
NBA, MLS and more than 250
colleges.
“One of the thing that made
Memphis attractive to us is that
most of our customers that are
not Walmart and Target are east
of the Mississippi, so this is really
going to improve our freight to
those customers,” said Robert
Jolson, chief financial officer for
The Northwest Co.
EDGE president and CEO
Reid Dulberger also announced

Wednesday that 2017 was a banner year for the economic development agency.
EDGE awarded 18 PILOTs in
2017, more than the combined total in 2016 (7) and 2015 (11) combined. The 18 PILOTs awarded in
2017 surpasses the previous mark
of 11 set in 2015 and 2013 as most
in a calendar year.
Those 18 PILOTs resulted in
$683 million in capital investment,
which is also the highest mark set
in a calendar year. No other year
topped the $500 million mark
except for 2012, which was largely
due to the massive Nike project
that was approved that year.
There were 3,814 jobs created
in 2017 as a result of incentives.
No other year topped the 3,000
jobs mark, with 2012 again being
the lone exception.
At the same time, but on the
other side of the city, the Memphis and Shelby County Board of
Adjustment approved local entrepreneur Fred Spikner’s concept

Artist's rendering of a multifamily development in the Medical
District made from recycled shipping containers.
(Spikner Enterprises)
for a multifamily development in
the Medical District made from
recycled shipping containers.
Spikner told The Daily News
in December that he was planning
to build a complex that consists of
14 two-bedroom, one-bath units
measuring 640 square feet each.
Though the case was held for a
month and planning staff recommended rejection, Spikner’s project was ultimately approved with
a few conditions by the board.

Much like EDGE, 2017 was a
banner year for the Board of Adjustment, according to planning
director Josh Whitehead’s 2017
secretary’s report.
“On our caseload, we had
100 cases filed, 92 of which were
heard,” Whitehead read, adding
that 2017 was the board’s busiest
year in around 20 years.
Of those 92 cases, 86 were
within the city limits and six were
in the county.
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Rent Like a Champion Carving
Niche as Sports World’s Airbnb
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Good business ideas can happen
anywhere. This one happened in 2006 in
South Bend, Indiana, where three Notre
Dame students listed a vacant apartment
on Craigslist and eBay as a weekend rental
for football games.
That was the beginning of what would
become Rent Like a Champion. Jordan
Curnes, Drew Mitchell and Derrick Shenk
had tapped into the zeal of sports fans and
the need for lodging in college towns that
don’t have enough motels and hotels to
handle the onslaught of fans on football
weekends.
Today, not only has Rent Like a Champion expanded its college football market
– it is in more than 20 college towns – but
it has added the PGA Tour, NASCAR events
and this year’s Super Bowl to its lineup.
The company first worked with a
PGA Tour event in 2016, forming a partnership with the John Deere Classic in
Silvis, Illinois. Rent Like a Champion was
involved with several PGA Tour events
last year and this year has an agreement
with the FedEx St. Jude Classic, which will
be played at TPC Southwind from June
7-10, with associated events happening
all that week.
Mike Doyle, CEO of Rent Like a Champion, says the company already has five
homes listed on its site for this year’s
FESJC (info@rentlikeachampion.com for
details on any event, including the FESJC).
“For most PGA events, when we’re like
four to six weeks out we want to have 20
to 25 homes listed on the site,” Doyle said.
“That gives the golfers and the sponsors
good options – big enough homes with
amenities and within their budget.”
Darrell Smith, FESJC tournament
director, said: “It’s no secret we’ve been
able to provide private houses for players
inside TPC Southwind. But (Rent Like a
Champion) has a system that works. It
frees our staff up to concentrate on other
things we’re experts in. And also, some
of those players might already rent from
Rent Like a Champion” at other tour stops.
While the company is finding growth
with golf, Doyle says college football is its
“bread and butter.” Among the markets
where they have a solid imprint: Auburn
and Tuscaloosa, Alabama; Oxford, Mis-

Rent Like a Champion provides rentals for college football weekends, PGA Tour events and NASCAR races. This year, it will work
with the FedEx St. Jude Classic to provide private homes for golfers and sponsors.
(Memphis News File/Brandon Dahlberg)
sissippi; Athens, Georgia; Columbia,
Missouri; Ann Arbor, Michigan; Clemson,
South Carolina; and State College, Pennsylvania.
“When we started, the concept of
renting to strangers was foreign,” Doyle
said. “Airbnb’s a big company people
have heard of, and to be honest, it’s kind
of normalized renting to strangers. We
can tell a difference from five years ago.”
College football is an ideal fit, Doyle
says, because the fans are passionate and
willing to travel and because it’s often a
“communal” event with groups of friends
or many family members making the trip.
“A lot of times it’s like a mini-reunion,”
he said. “The parents meet the children,
they bring the grandkids, and you have
eight or nine people in the home instead
of being spread across three or four hotel
rooms and not getting to spend much time
together.”
When Rent Like a Champion enters a
new market, the staff attempts to develop
inventory within a 5- to 10-mile radius of

Tomorrow’s news
in your inbox today

the event venue. For PGA Tour events,
especially, the closer the better. TPC
Southwind’s homes play into that model
perfectly.
“If you can literally take a golf cart to
the clubhouse to start the day, that’s really
appealing,” Doyle said.
The company does have not an official
relationship with NASCAR, but is making
inroads in markets in Talladega, Alabama;
Bristol, Tennessee; and around the Pocono Raceway in Pennsylvania.
Youth sports tournaments provide
another target audience: competitive
baseball and softball travel teams and
the families that accompany them. The
company is just beginning to hit those
markets.
Because this year’s Super Bowl is in
Minneapolis, Rent Like a Champion had
a head start on compiling homes and condos because it offered listings in the area
for the 2016 Ryder Cup. People that had
experience renting then are offering the
homes again for the Super Bowl.

“

“It’s no secret we’ve been
able to provide private
houses for players inside
TPC Southwind. But (Rent
Like a Champion) has a
system that works. It frees
our staff up to concentrate
on other things we’re
experts in.”
–Darrell Smith, FESJC tournament director

“Even within college football, there’s a
lot of room for us to grow,” Doyle said. “A
lot of Big 12 and Pac-12 areas we haven’t
touched yet. And there’s still a lot of green
space with the PGA.”
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Former Memphis Tiger Richmond
Now Winning as Wing Guru

“

This is not considered labor
for me. I can come in here
every day with no problem
and do it with a smile
because it’s something I’m
passionate about.”
–Billy Richmond, The Wing Guru owner and
former U of M basketball player

The Wing Guru employee Ace McGee, center, and general manager Raphael Gillespie, right, serve wings to the Green family.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
The restaurant, owned by former Memphis Tiger Billy Richmond, plans to open a Bartlett location soon.
Billy Richmond, left,
and Sylvester Ford,
right, with coach
Tubby Smith after
the pair of former
student athletes
earned their degrees
from U of M last
year. Richmond says
Smith helped him
get into a program
for former athletes
who want to come
back and graduate.

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

It was early November, not really Christmas season yet, but Billy Richmond didn’t
want to wait. So he’d wake up and start his
day with his favorite Christmas music.
Johnny Gill’s “Give Love on Christmas
Day,” Mariah Carey’s “Merry Christmas,” or
maybe “Christmas with the O’Jays.”
“I turn it all the way up,” Richmond said.
“That gets me going.”
Soon he’d be going to work, running
The Wing Guru on Mount Moriah Road and
serving up his award-winning honey suicide sauce and maybe talking a little hoops
with customers who remember Richmond
from his Hamilton High and University of
Memphis playing days.
Those days have been in the rear-view
mirror for a while now. Richmond is 35
years old. And though he played professionally in Serbia and Mexico for several years
and wisely uses his basketball connections
today to further his business interests, he
identifies as an entrepreneur.
Talk to him in his restaurant and he
doesn’t first offer up glory days stories from
the hardwood. Rather, he volunteers that
winning hot wing contests in California and
Florida are what helped him get started.
Of course, it’s also true the sauce was
in his blood. His father, Billy Richmond Sr.,
has been cooking in Memphis wing places
for years.
“I’d go in there as a little kid, making 40,

(Faceboook.com)

50 bucks a day shaking wings,” Richmond
said. “I started at like 9, 10 years old.”
He kept cooking for teammates when
he got to the University of Memphis. From
Chris Massie to Anthony Rice to Antonio
Burks, the Tigers liked what the future wing
guru was cooking.
“I was gonna cook for myself anyway,”
he said. “So they would buy the food and I
would cook. That’s how that went.”
In the years since, some former Tigers
have fallen on tough times. Ended up on the
wrong side of the law when their dreams
of long NBA careers fizzled or never really
got started.
Richmond has children and he says he
knew he had to save what he earned playing
abroad to provide for them and give himself
a start in business one day.
“I can relate to what those guys are going through and why they made the decisions they made,” he said.

But only to a point.
“Those guys feel that getting a job,
working at FedEx, that’s beneath them,”
Richmond said. “So they have to go do anything possible to have some kind of money
circulating around where they’re keeping
their, so to say, relevance as a big-time D1
player or ex-NBA player, or whatever the
case may be.
“The thinking is off. You are who you
are. Like when I was playing at the University of Memphis, I was back there at my
dad’s shop shaking wings. I’ve never been,
‘I’m Billy Richmond, I got to have the nicest car, have the nicest house.’ I can’t have
that stuff unless I work to get it. Me doing
something illegal, my dad showed me that
ain’t the route. (Some players) gambled on
who they were or who they’re trying to stay
to be – their name – versus ‘go get a job, you
got a family, do it the right way.’
“It’s unfortunate, but that’s why a lot of

those guys get into drugs,” he said. “They’re
trying to make some money just to keep
their name relevant. It’s sad, but that’s the
honest to God’s truth.”
Although Richmond got sideways
with John Calipari while playing for him
at Memphis and was dismissed from the
team, that’s now ancient history.
Calipari has brought his team to Richmond for wings and so have other coaches,
including former SMU coach Larry Brown
and current Tigers coach Tubby Smith.
“I was glad me and Cal resolved any
issue we had,” Richmond said. “We fed
Kentucky when they came to town (for the
NCAA Regional).”
Richmond also just got his degree from
Memphis. He says Smith helped him get
into a program for former athletes that want
to come back and graduate.
“I’m impressed,” Smith said of Richmond and his business. “Very hospitable.
Very gracious.”
Richmond’s Wing Guru, which he said
soon will be expanding to a second location
in Bartlett, has a partnership with the U of M
and has advertised on the two main sports
talk radio stations in town.
He says the business is involved with
feeding kids playing youth basketball as
part of its relationship with the U of M; the
kids also attend a Tigers game. And Richmond says wing Guru also is involved with
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Memphis.
Richmond’s son, Billy Richmond III,
who is in sixth grade, is quite the basketball
player, too: “Really good, left-handed, in a
size 13 shoe already.”
So, the Richmond basketball dream
lives on.
As for the business dream …
“This is not considered labor for me,”
Richmond said one day after working in
the kitchen, where burns and cuts are occupational hazards the way sprained ankles
and twisted knees used to be. “I can come
in here every day with no problem and do
it with a smile because it’s something I’m
passionate about.
“I’m hoping to have 10 of these before
I’m 40,” he said, adding that Dallas and
Nashville in 2019 are on his radar. “That’s
my championship.”
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Zealous and Growing Fan Base
Heralds Soccer’s Return to Memphis
PETE WICKHAM
Special to The Memphis News

They can be heard down the hall, or down the block.
Roaring. Cheering. Chanting, often nonsensically, at the
top of their lungs at whatever hour their beloved teams
are playing on TV. Always in uniform – with the proper
hats, jerseys – and scarves. Do not forget the scarves.
Soccer fans around the world proudly wear scarves
with their team’s colors and logo, stretching or waving
them for emphasis as they turn up the chanting volume.
“It’s the tribal thing,” said Parks Russell, the ringleader of one of Memphis’ merry bands of soccer zanies. They
hold court at The Brass Door Irish Pub blocks away from
AutoZone Park whenever the English Premier League’s
Arsenal side is on the pitch, even if it means reporting
at 6 a.m. on Saturday or Sunday.
Large groups of Memphians gathering to watch soccer, not wrestling, on TV? Brave new world.
At World Cup time, they officially are part of the
“American Outlaws” fan group, emblazoned in redwhite-and-blue finery. But last week, new neckwear and
flags were prominent as the group marched around the
corner to AutoZone Park for the formal announcement
that a United Soccer League franchise will begin play
there in March 2019.
They hit the press conference singing, the first target
the Nashville USL team that debuts this spring. Something about the 901 having it all over the 615. Then, as
U.S. World Cup star goalkeeper Tim Howard came to
the podium to announce his allegiance to the new club
in his adopted hometown, they called out his name the
way American fans have done for nearly two decades.
“This group is near and dear to my heart,” Howard
said. “If you don’t know about them, you will quickly
find out.”
Russell, leader of the band, got hooked on soccer
as a University of Tennessee-Knoxville student coming in from late-night revelry to watch the 2 a.m. World
Cup broadcasts from South Korea and Japan in 2002.
He cheered for the USA, but marveled at the artistry of
France’s Thierry Henry, who played for Arsenal.
“That hooked me, and when I got back to Memphis I
found a place where there were folks as passionate about
Arsenal and soccer,” Russell said. “But I never thought
I’d see high-level pro soccer in this city, Downtown.”
One caveat: “We can only use American Outlaws
during the World Cup,” Russell said. “For now, call us
the USL-Memphis supporters, name TBA.”
Of their loyalty Howard has no doubt.
“In no other sport that I know of does a community’s
fan base take ownership of a club like they do in soccer.”
Over in the Cooper-Young Historic District is another Irish-themed bar, Celtic Crossing. The Brass Door
owner Seamus Loftus and the Crossing’s D.J. Naylor
were friends growing up in the small town of Ballina in
County Mayo. Both have played and coached soccer, and
both are on board with the way the Memphis Redbirds’
ownership, led by Peter Freund and team president Craig
Unger, have decided to broaden the sporting horizon at
AutoZone Park.
Unger talked about how the pairing can “keep every
weekend buzzing Downtown from March to October.”
“This is a real step up,” Naylor said. “The U.S. not
making the World Cup had us a bit down and depressed,
but this was a wonderful announcement.”
Loftus said that bringing the team Downtown is the
only true option.

Dedicated Memphis soccer fans cheer the arrival of a local United Soccer League franchise. The still-unnamed
team will begin play at AutoZone Park in 2019.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
“This is a Memphis thing. No
disrespect to the Mike Rose Complex, but that’s Collierville, and this
is about Memphis. There’s an energy
fans bring to the sport, marching
and singing through the concrete
tunnels.”
The Crossing’s soccer crowd is
more ecumenical – Liverpool, Manchester United, Tottenham Hotspur.
One Liverpool regular is Memphis radio icon Tom Prestigiacomo.
“A friend of mine in Liverpool
turned me on to this. … I love the
beauty, the precision,” he said. “You
watch the patience and skill as sides
will make 20 to 25 passes to find a
crack in the defense.”
He adds, “I’ll be glad to be able
to wear a Memphis scarf. That will
really mean something.”
Freund and Unger spent the last
year researching the market.
“They reached out to us this past
summer,” Loftus said. “You can tell
they have the same passion for the
game.”
While the Outlaws were exercising their lungs, Unger’s daughters,
Emma, Ellen and Eden, sat in the
front row with their mother, Pam –
decked out in their soccer gear.
“When they heard about the soccer team, they got really excited,”
Pam Unger said. “One of the first
questions was, ‘Can we come to the
practices?’”
Unger said the Memphis youth
and prep soccer scene is “the heart-

“

This is a Memphis
thing. No disrespect
to the Mike Rose
Complex, but that’s
Collierville, and this
is about Memphis.
There’s an energy
fans bring to the
sport, marching and
singing through the
concrete tunnels.”
–Seamus Loftus, The Brass Door

beat of the game in the state.”
Tony Whicker, who coached the
St. George’s Independent School
girls team to a state Division 2-A
title this past year, was a member
of the Memphis Americans and
Storm indoor teams that were gone
by 1990. He remembers the days of
the Memphis Rogues in the North
American Soccer League before that.
He knows there’s a far larger pool of
knowledgeable, passionate fans to
draw on now.
“I think it’s long overdue coming
back to Memphis,” Whicker said,

“How they plan to reconfigure the
field at AutoZone Park, it makes it a
viable option.”
David Wolff, whose Houston
High School girls team won the state
AAA and mythical national titles this
past year, said that soccer also can
be a better entertainment option for
young families.
“It’s a sport that doesn’t have
long timeouts, and there’s always
movement on the field,” he said. “It
keeps a young kid’s interest.”
Chris Bartels, a coach with the
Americans and general manager of
the Storm, now runs The Legends
youth program and said, “It’s a great
thing, to expose our players to this
level of skill.”
In addition to owning the Redbirds, Freund has a small stake in the
New York Yankees, who own Major
League Soccer’s New York FC, the
teams sharing Yankee Stadium.
“When I came here two years ago
and saw this facility, I knew a jewel
like this needs to be activated more
than 72 times a year,” he said.
He said research shows “there’s
only a 15 percent crossover between
baseball and soccer fans, so we’ll
reach out to new groups of fans, and
breathe more life into what is one of
the best buildings in professional
sports.”
And knit the elements into a big,
happy, noisy scarf wrapped around
AutoZone Park, as Unger said “from
first pitch to soccer pitch.”
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Vibrant Memphis sports landscape
adds professional soccer to the scene

P

eter Freund is a baseball guy. Grew
up on the New York Yankees. Today,
not only is he principal owner of the
Memphis Redbirds, he owns stakes
in other minor league teams through
his Trinity Baseball Holdings and even
has a small slice of the Yankees.
But make no mistake, he is a businessman. And
it was the businessman in him that was convinced to
bring a United Soccer League (USL) team to Memphis
and AutoZone Park for the 2019 season.
“I have a belief that Memphis is sort of itching
for something like this and I wouldn’t have done it
if I didn’t believe it,” Freund told The Daily News
after a recent press conference at AutoZone Park
formally announcing the arrival of the minor league
soccer club.
“There’s this rebirth going on in Downtown and
sports is at the core of it. The lofts and the millennials … everything we’re gonna hit on the soccer
side, I’m pretty bullish this will be a huge success,”
he continued. “What does it lead to? Does it lead to
a soccer stadium on the river for $40 million? I have
no idea. That’s not why I’m in it. I’m in because I
believe AutoZone Park can manage and handle what
is to come.”
Freund will be one of four panelists at a sports
seminar presented by The Daily News Publishing
Co. on Thursday, Jan. 25, at the Memphis Brooks
Museum of Art. The event starts at 3:30 p.m. Registration (seminars.memphisdailynews.com) is required
and seating is limited.
Also appearing on the sports panel: Mark Alnutt,
University of Memphis deputy athletic director; Jason Wexler, president of business operations for the
Memphis Grizzlies and FedExForum; and Darrell
Smith, FedEx St. Jude Classic tournament director.
In a lot of ways, the last two decades of sports
history in Memphis started with AutoZone Park. It
arose at what was then the intersection of Third and
Union before the 2000 season. Shortly thereafter, the
late Michael Heisley was moving the Grizzlies from
Vancouver to Memphis and FedExForum was going
up a few blocks away to become home for the new
NBA team and the University of Memphis men’s
basketball team.
John Calipari had started coaching the Tigers in
the 2000-2001 season and eventually revived the program, taking U of M all the way to the NCAA title game
after the 2007-08 season. The Grizzlies now have an
active seven-year playoffs streak and the U of M football team has been to four straight bowl games, the
last being the program’s first-ever AutoZone Liberty
Bowl appearance.
The FedEx St. Jude Classic (FESJC) is the granddaddy of the local sports scene with its six decades
of pro golf history. Joining the landscape for the
2017-18 season is the Grizzlies’ G League affiliate
Memphis Hustle, which like the minor league hockey
Mississippi RiverKings, plays in the Landers Center
in Southaven. The USL soccer team is latest sports
entry into the market.
“I’m a rising-tide believer,” said the Grizzlies’
Wexler. “The more there is to do here, the more we’ll
all succeed here.
“It fills an obvious gap and fills it smartly.”

SPORTS SERIOUS BUSINESS
Once, a new entry into the
market would not have been
automatically welcomed. It took
time for the Grizzlies and the
University of Memphis to understand they were better off being
allies than engaging in a cold war.
Now?
“Anything Memphis adds to

its entertainment is positive,”
Darrell Smith, FESJC tournament
director, said, echoing Wexler.
“Downtown will benefit greatly.”
Still, the reality in a so-called
small market is sponsors are
finite. Especially the largest corporate players. The pro tennis
tournament had been here 41
years, but last April came the

news it was being relocated to
Long Island, New York. The lack
of a title sponsor and hefty appearance fees to bring in the top
players finally proved too much.
“The competition for sponsors is out there,” Smith said. “We
play in the same sandbox, but we
all want our peers to succeed.”
Said Wexler: “Being at dif-

I’m a rising-tide believer. The more there is to do here,
the more we’ll all succeed here.”
–Jason Wexler, president of business operations for the Memphis Grizzlies and FedExForum
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ferent price points creates different opportunities. There’s a difference between
being with the Grizzlies or at the FedEx
St. Jude or at the AutoZone Liberty Bowl
vs. the Memphis Hustle or the USL or a
non-revenue sport for the U of M. There
are different points of entry for different
businesses in the marketplace. If all goes
well, you grow those people into bigger
and better partners over time.”
At the University of Memphis, the
quest is as much for donors as sponsors.
Yes, the university has a built-in target
audience in alumni. But the school can’t
stop there.
“There are people that have an affinity for the University of Memphis and
they are alums of another school,” said
deputy athletic director Alnutt. “But they
live here and take pride in Tiger athletics. They see the value the university can
bring to the city.”
Many people feel the same way about
the golf tournament. It’s a civic celebration, not just four days of pros competing
for paychecks.
“We’re unique in that we’re one week
out of the year,” Smith said. “We don’t
have to fill an arena for 41 home games
(the Grizzlies), or (72) home games at
AutoZone Park. We don’t have that challenge, but we also don’t have the opportunity. Our window is a little smaller.”
The tennis tournament’s demise is
a sober reminder of just how small the
margins can be.
“It starts with making sure you’re
providing sponsors with something they
get benefit from,” Smith said. “It’s 61
years in a row we’ve had professional golf
in Memphis. It’s pretty special. But you
can’t just sit back and assume it will be
61 more years.”
THE GAMES GO ON
When AutoZone Park was built, there
were skeptics. When the Grizzlies came to
town and FedExForum was built, there
were skeptics.
Truth is, neither of those stories has
an ending yet. The goal, of course, is that
there is never an ending. Just change,
progress and additional chapters.
The new USL team doesn’t even have
a name yet.
“It needs to be something authentic
that speaks to the city,” said Craig Unger,
president and general manager of the
Redbirds and a partner in the USL team
venture.
Already, there is a level of passion
from a dedicated core that seems to confirm Freund’s belief that pro soccer is a
thirst waiting to be quenched.
The day of the press conference,
members and friends of the American
Outlaws, a fan group that supports the
U.S. men’s and women’s national teams,
marched from The Brass Door on Madison Avenue to AutoZone Park carrying
USL banners, wearing USL scarves, and
chanting and singing.
They continued once at the press
conference. The team might be a year
away, but its staunchest supporters arrived early.
“The city will thrive with this. The
soccer community is already huge,” said
Jacob Pierce, 25, who coaches several area
youth/high school soccer teams. “You
go out to Mike Rose on a Tuesday night

The FedEx St. Jude Classic is the granddaddy of the local sports scene with its six decades of pro golf history. The weeklong
event has different challenges than a seasonal sport lasting several months.
(Memphis News File/Brandon Dahlberg)

The Daily News 2018 Seminar Series
NEWSMAKERS: MEMPHIS SPORTS
Thursday, January 25 • 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, 1934 Poplar Ave.
Bluff City is Sports City: From University of Memphis athletics to the NBA’s
Grizzlies, from the AutoZone Liberty Bowl to AutoZone Park, from college football
Saturdays in the SEC to the annual FedEx St. Jude Classic, this town loves to play.
And with multiple sports talk radio shows to keep the buzz at a fever pitch, sports
are in just about every Memphis conversation.
PANELISTS:
Mark Alnutt, Deputy Athletic Director, University of Memphis
Darrell Smith, Tournament Director, FedEx St. Jude Classic
Peter B. Freund, Owner, Memphis Redbirds
Jason Wexler, President of Business Operations, Memphis Grizzlies

Seating is limited. Wine & cheese reception to follow.
REGISTER:
seminars.memphisdailynews.com

and hundreds of people are playing in an
adult league. We just want a place to go
watch pro soccer.”
Meantime, other sports entities in the
market are facing attendance challenges.
Yes, the Tigers football team drew well
and should again. For the moment, coach
Mike Norvell and his players stand atop
the local sports mountain.
But Tigers basketball attendance is a
major concern and with the Grizzlies on
pace to finish well below .500 and out of
the playoffs, their attendance also has
experienced a decline.
“There’s ebbs and flows, based on
performance, for all the teams,” Wexler
said. “That’s not any secret and that’s not
any different in any city anywhere in the

country. Across all of professional sports,
there may be 10 or 12 teams that are essentially immune to performance and
still have the same level of engagement.”
Unger has long said the baseball
team’s primary competition is not the
other live sporting events that happen
in Memphis throughout the year, but
the other daily choices people have –
everything from concerts to movies to
whatever is playing on the screen in their
own living rooms.
“The constant battle is how to get
people off their recliners in front of their
50-inch HD TV,” Alnutt said.
Which means no one can afford to let
their live sports experience get stale. Even
before the football team got good again,

tailgating started to be a thing outside the
Liberty Bowl.
“Tiger Lane was a huge game-changer,” said Alnutt.
On the basketball side, Alnutt hopes
they can gain some traction in the future
by bringing in some better non-conference opponents and providing more
entertainment at halftime. He knows –
everyone knows – that is an older crowd
that can be depended on to show up for
Tigers hoops.
“We have to start with a younger base
of fans, whether that’s our students here
or offering youth opportunities where
parents would have to bring them to the
games,” Alnutt said. “We have fans going back to the days of the (Mid-South)
Coliseum and The Pyramid and we love
them to death, but we need to look at
ways for the crowd to be more reflective”
of the city.
The USL team, many believe, will
capture Memphis’ diversity and also add
a level of craziness that may only exist
with soccer fans.
“I’ve played all around the world
and sometimes the game is really good
and sometimes the game is really bad,”
said U.S. National Team goalkeeper Tim
Howard, who has been an unofficial
adviser for the Memphis USL team. “But
ultimately the fans in the stadium are a
spectacle to behold.”
Timing, of course, is everything.
In sports. And in business.
“You’ve seen the explosion of Downtown, how South Main has transformed,”
Unger said. “It’s become young. And the
continuing growth of an international
and Latino community. More people
moving Downtown.
“Memphis is always on these lists now
– best places for millennials to get jobs,
best places for people to live … those indicators are there to say, `Now’s the time
and this is a great opportunity for us.’”
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Roland Pulls Petition For
Mayor, Running as 'Uniter'
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioner
Terry Roland has been campaigning for Shelby County mayor since
last year.
When he pulled his qualifying
petition Thursday, Jan. 11, to formally enter the May Republican
primary for mayor, Roland did so
with a slogan of bringing “positive
change to Shelby County.”
“A lot of people think I’m a
fighter. I am a fighter. But I fight
for the right reason,” Roland said.
“I’ve done a lot of work in the
inner city and all of the different
municipalities.”
In two terms and almost eight
years on the commission, Roland
has been an outspoken conservative. The West Tennessee director
of Donald Trump’s presidential
campaign has been a vocal opponent of the merger of the county’s
two public school systems in
2012 as well as a failed attempt
to consolidate city and county
governments.
“The things we used to fuss
over – the schools and consolidation – that stuff has been settled,”
Roland said. “We need to come
together like never before because
our competition is around our
borders.”
Roland says economic development efforts locally should
use more tax increment finance,
or TIF districts than PILOTs –
payments in lieu of taxes. Both
involve property taxes, but TIFs
use future revenue to finance
improvements while PILOTs
abate taxes owed for a period of
time. And he cites Nashville’s use
of TIFs over PILOTs.
The city and county have

County commissioner Terry Roland favors more tax increment
financing to spur economic development. 
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
started to use TIF districts in
recent years, with the first development financed with a TIF
being the Shoppes at Millington
Farms development in Roland’s
commission district. The expansion of the Graceland campus
in Whitehaven is also partially
financed with a TIF.
“You are not giving away the
farm with a TIF,” he said. “It’s like
Nashville … they are building on
every square inch.”
Roland also favors cutting the
county property tax rate more
than the 2 cents the commission
cut it last year after the tax rate was
recertified following the countywide reappraisal of property.
Roland cites the bipartisan
commission vote for the tax cut
and an indication of his ability
to work across party lines. The
13-member commission has a
Democratic majority.
Roland is part of a three-way
May primary for county mayor that includes Trustee David
Lenoir and Juvenile Court Clerk
Joy Touliatos.

“I’m running against two
really decent people. But the stark
difference is they’ve never had to
make a hard decision,” Roland
said. “They’ve never had to make
laws or policies. To be county
mayor, you’ve got to know how
these laws are made so you can
administer what is sent down
from the commission. I think
that’s what gives me a big edge.”
Lenoir and Touliatos have said
their ability to manage significant
budgets approved by the county
commission as well as manage
workforces make them qualified
to be county mayor. And both
have called for a lower county
property tax rate as well.
State Sen. Lee Harris, in the
Democratic primary for county
mayor, has put a heavy emphasis
on the impact of Trump White
House policies in Washington on
the majority Democratic voting
base in Shelby County.
Harris, who faces opposition
from former county commissioner Sidney Chism in the Democratic primary, has positioned his

campaign as being about local
resistance to Trump policies.
Roland said the county races
won’t be about Trump.
“Absolutely not,” he said when
asked whether Trump should be
a factor in who wins the mayor’s
race. “You can look at my record.
I’m a uniter, not a divider.”
He was also critical of Harris
for giving up his City Council seat
early to run for the state Senate
and is now running for county
mayor after one four-year term
in the Legislature.
Meanwhile, several more
candidates have filed for the May
primary ballot ahead of the noon
Feb. 15 filing deadline.
Tami Sawyer has filed in the
Democratic primary for county
commission District 7, the seat
being vacated by Democrat Melvin Burgess. Burgess is term limited and has said he will be running
for Property Assessor.
Eric Dunn has also pulled for
the Democratic primary in District 7 and Sam Goff is running in
the Republican primary.
Jonathan Lewis has filed in the
Democratic primary for commission District 9, a seat now held by
Justin Ford, who is term limited
and has pulled a petition to run
for state Senate starting with the
August Democratic primary.
With a month to the filing
deadline, District 9 has the largest
field of prospective contenders of
any commission race with six candidates pulling petitions. Lewis is
the first of the six to file.
Charlie Belenky has filed in the
Democratic primary for commission District 13, joining George
Monger in the August contest.
Republican incumbent Steve Basar is running for re-election and

“

I’m running against
two really decent
people. But the stark
difference is they’ve
never had to make a
hard decision. They’ve
never had to make
laws or policies. To be
county mayor, you’ve
got to know how these
laws are made so you
can administer what
is sent down from the
commission. I think
that’s what gives me a
big edge.
–Terry Roland,
Candidate for Shelby County mayor

could face a primary challenge
from Brandon Morrison.
Michael Finney has filed in the
Republican primary for Circuit
Court Clerk – Mondell Williams
in the Democratic primary for
County Clerk.
The Republican primary for
Juvenile Court Clerk seems set
with Robert Hill, Bobby Simmons
and George Dempsey Summers
all filed. So far, no Democrat has
pulled for the race.
Keith Alexander has pulled
petitions in the Republican primaries for Assessor and Trustee.
He was the Republican nominee
for Assessor in 2014, the last election for Assessor in that even-year
election cycle before the race was
moved to its current cycle two
years ago.
Alexander, an attorney, ran an
aggressive campaign in 2014 with
a ubiquitous yard sign presence
and questioning property values
for taxation purposes set by the
Assessor’s office. He garnered 41
percent of the vote in the general
election won by Democratic incumbent Cheyenne Johnson.
This time Johnson is not seeking re-election.

C O R P O R AT E N E W S

Investigation Finds No Basis For
Misconduct Allegation Against Ford
Former Memphis Congressman
Harold Ford Jr. says Morgan Stanley has
concluded its investigation of an allegation of sexual misconduct against him
made last month and determined that it
was not true.
A Ford spokesman emailed a quote
from Ford late Thursday, Jan. 11, that follows Ford’s firing by the Wall Street firm
last month after the allegation.

"I am gratified to learn that Morgan
Stanley now acknowledges what I always
knew, that I did not engage in any acts
of sexual misconduct or harassment,”
Ford’s statement reads. “I only wish
for the sake of my good name and reputation that they had admitted the truth five
weeks ago."
The quote comes the same day that a
New York Times story reported Morgan

Stanley’s investigation of the allegation
did not find proof of harassment. Morgan
Stanley made the decision to fire Ford
after its internal investigation, according
to the account. Morgan Stanley has not
released any statements on the allegation
since announcing last month that Ford
had been fired.
A reporter, whose name has not been
released, claimed that Ford sexually

harassed her and behaved inappropriately
during a working dinner four years earlier.
Ford, who represented the 9th Congressional District
that includes MemHAROLD FORD JR. phis from 1997-2006,
vehemently denied
the allegation.
After losing a race for the U.S. Senate
to Republican Bob Corker in 2006, Ford
moved to New York where he worked for
several Wall Street firms in addition to
working as a political commentator for
several cable news channels.
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Despite Need, Expanding
Health Care Not in Cards
SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

Springfield resident Felicity Palma
struggled mightily when she moved to Tennessee from Florida two years ago after suffering health problems and losing her job.
The 47-year-old former social worker
became homeless for a period when she
came here, and now she finds herself in a
health insurance coverage gap as she tries
to get treatment for ulcers, sciatica, fibroids
and thyroid disease. Debt is piling up on
her, too, for the care she does receive.
“I’ve worked in the field for so long, and
to find myself in a situation where I needed
help myself because of my health was really
difficult for me,” Palma says. “It was a very
humbling experience, and at the same time,
I remember a lot of the struggles that my
clients went through and that they would
tell me, and I kind of took that to heart.”
Palma qualified for disability, but those
payments take time to receive, and she
still isn’t guaranteed health insurance, she
adds. With more medical tests required to
deal with the thyroid problem she’s worried
about her long-term outlook.
A move by the Legislature to close the
Medicaid gap for hundreds of thousands of
uninsured and underinsured Tennesseans
would help her situation dramatically, she
explains.
“From a person who’s going through
that, it’s scary because health is something
you don’t want to play with,” she adds. “You
only live once.”
RALLYING FOR CHANGE
Pro-expansion activists filled the Capitol on the opening day of the legislative
session wearing purple T-shirts and urging
the lawmakers to expand Medicaid through
its TennCare program to cover more Tennesseans. They’d like to see a revival of
Gov. Bill Haslam’s Insure Tennessee, a
plan designed to use more than $1 billion
annually from taxes paid to the federal
government to set up a market-based plan
for recipients, an idea incorporating healthsavings accounts.
“We’re just here to show our legislators
that health care is still a very high-priority
issue for the state of Tennessee, and we’re
losing money every day that’s going to other
states,” says Nashville’s Bill Howell, one of
the purple-shirted protesters.
Decatur County Hospital in rural West
Tennessee is on the verge of closing, the latest victim of Tennessee’s insurance failure,
and he notes more are likely to follow if the
Legislature and Washington fail to act.
Yet another joining the rally cry, Christina Norris, echoes Howell’s concerns
about rural hospitals closing, with Decatur
County Hospital the 10th set to shutter.
“Even Republican legislators are saying now it’s because we have not taken the
federal dollars that have been offered. And

if we took the money that has been offered
we would have a lot more jobs, thousands
more jobs in Tennessee, put money into the
economy. So, it’s about jobs, dollars and
health care,” says Norris, a retired disability
lawyer from Nashville.
Knoxville resident John Stewart, the
son of Democratic state Rep. Mike Stewart,
also points out health care is the No. 1 issue in Tennessee based on the most recent
Vanderbilt poll and could become a factor
in the 2018 elections.
“It’s an open question whether anything’s going to happen this year,” Stewart
says of Medicaid expansion. “But I can say it
was the determinative issue in the Virginia
elections, and we think that sets a political
environment where things are much more
hopeful than they were.”
In Virginia, a Democratic Lt. Gov. Ralph
S. Northam raced past Republican Ed Gillespie for the governor’s seat.
RENEWING THE CALL
House Minority Leader Craig Fitzhugh,
a Democratic gubernatorial candidate from
rural Ripley in West Tennessee, “set a tone”
for the legislation session of “affordable,
accessible health care for Tennesseans.”
Fitzhugh contends no matter what
direction the federal government takes,
even if it comes in the form of block grants,
Tennessee will be better prepared to handle
it by working toward expansion.
He put the Republican-controlled
House on notice that Democrats, “the
Fighting 25,” are ready to stand behind
Gov. Haslam no matter what he proposes
this session.
Fitzhugh took some razzing from House
Majority Leader Glen Casada for his “gubernatorial speech” and other Republicans
who say he’s already turning the matter into
a partisan fight.
Yet both parties are clearly on opposite
sides.
“Two years ago, we debated this issue,
and we as conservatives realized government-focused, government-centered
health care not only is a failure, it drives
up our lovely insurance premiums, it runs
hospitals out and it makes the delivery of
health care more expensive,” Casada says.
In the next sentence, though, Casada
adds Republicans voted against Insure
Tennessee and participating in the Affordable Care Act because it was “good public
policy” and kept hospitals open and healthcare costs and insurance premiums down.
No doubt, providing health insurance
for a large group of unhealthy people is
expensive, which is why Tennessee’s carriers jacked up premiums and some dropped
out of the game. But Tennessee opted not
to take $1.2 billion for three years in a row,
with many lawmakers saying they didn’t
want to kick people off TennCare rolls if
the feds wound up reneging on the deal.
Fitzhugh says it’s pretty plain to see
Tennessee isn’t keeping hospitals open or
holding down insurance costs.
Even a senior member of the House,
Republican Rep. Steve McDaniel from
Parkers Crossroads, acknowledges Decatur
County Hospital in his rural district would

be able to continue operating if the state
had expanded Medicaid and taken the
federal dollars.
“I don’t know that the mood in the
Legislature is to act on Medicaid expansion,
but I think it needs to be brought before the
people and brought before the members of
the General Assembly to remind them that
that option is out there and that we have
real problems that that might help solve,”
explains McDaniel, who is set to step down
after this session.
McDaniel says he’s seen no “evidence
that it’s too dangerous financially” to turn
him off to the idea of Medicaid expansion.
House Speaker Beth Harwell and Lt.
Gov. Randy McNally, though, are standing
firm against Medicaid expansion unless the
feds send a block grant here and Tennessee
can design its own program.
McNally says he believes Medicaid
expansion would hurt the state’s budget.
“I don’t think it’ll pass in the Senate. I’m
surprised the House would consider it,”
he notes.
Rural hospitals are hampered by the
high number or Medicaid/TennCare patients, whereas urban hospitals can survive
those without insurance because they have
a higher percentage of patients with coverage, McNally points out.
Asked how those rural hospitals get
some kind of infusion to keep operating,
McNally says, “I don’t know if it’s the state’s
problem to make sure that private businesses stay alive.”
While the state has an “obligation” to
ensure quality health care in rural areas,
he continues, the best way is to encourage rural hospitals to become triage units
for patients who aren’t critically ill and
send those with special needs to hospitals
capable of providing greater levels of care.
This is nothing new. Rural Tennesseans
have been going to big-city hospitals for
decades for major operations. When someone in Perry County needs heart surgery
they usually go to St. Thomas in Nashville
and so forth.
Likewise, Harwell, a Republican gubernatorial candidate, believes Tennessee
would’ve gotten into financial trouble if
it had expanded Medicaid two years ago.
Other states that expanded are pulling back,
she adds, because it consumes their budget.
“We are kind of in suspension because
we don’t know what the federal government is going to do,” Harwell points out.

COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Insurance needs change with age, meaning
the policy you took out in your 20s may not
be right as you approach retirement. This
week, Ray and Dana Brandon outline when
to re-evaluate your coverage to ensure you’re
reducing risk while still preserving wealth.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

Being put in charge of your organization’s innovation program can be seen as a blessing
or a curse, says Michael Graber, who outlines
how to stumble bravely into innovation and
create new value in the process.

LANCE WIEDOWER

THE DAILY TRAVELER

International travel to the U.S. has been
dropping for several years. Travel columnist
Lance Wiedower looks at some of the factors
behind the decline and how a new coalition
is working to reverse the trend.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Good intentions are the starting point for
nonprofit volunteers, but columnists Mel and
Pearl Shaw say the follow-up determines
whether they have the tools they need to
fulfill their commitments.

SOME MOVEMENT
A House panel convened by Harwell
sent a Three-Star Healthy report to the
governor for his consideration, one she
says will give the state a “great foundation”
if the feds offer some flexibility for a new
program.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based reporter covering the Legislature for the Memphis Daily News and Nashville Ledger. He
can be reached at sstockard44@gmail.com.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

LORI TURNER- WILSON

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
Marketing is evolving at an unprecedented
rate for companies of all sizes. This week,
Lori Turner-Wilson kicks off a two-part series
on marketing trends that small and midsized businesses can apply in 2018 without
going over budget.
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ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

The Downside
Of the C-Suite
Have you ever wished you were the top
executive in your department? For many,
becoming a C-level executive can be a lifelong
goal. Whether it’s chief executive officer, chief
marketing officer or chief financial officer – the
C-suite has real perks.
Let’s start off with recognition. Making it to
the C-suite means that people respect you. Not
only do you know about the subject matter at
hand, but you’re a strong leader and you make
a big difference to the company.
Then, there’s the pay. C-level execs often
make exponentially more than other employees.
Making it to the corner office can often
take years of hard work and sacrifice. When
you make it there, it’s like you’ve found your
destination. You’re where you were always
meant to be. The climb is over. It’s time to get
to work, making a lifelong contribution.
I suspect there was a time when this was
true. But, generally speaking, that was a time
before me. Over the years, I’ve worked with a
number of C-level executives at work. And, as
I reflect back on those great folks, they’ve all
switched jobs since I first met them.
According to the Wall Street Journal, the
average tenure for a chief marketing officer
was 3.5 years in 2016. The average tenure of a
CEO was 7.2 years and the average tenure of a
CFO was 5.7 years.
These tiny numbers make some sense. As
companies are pressured to make money, they
constantly revise their business strategies. And,
new strategies require new strategists.
The problem is, when a company changes
their corporate guard, the executives left without a job are hit hard. It can take them months
or years to find new employment on the same
level. It most certainly leaves the impacted
executives wondering what’s wrong with them.
In reality, nothing is wrong. It may have
taken them ten or twenty years to land the title
of Chief. That period of hard work was like a
long interview. And really, each company only
needs one CEO, one CMO and one CFO. They
are both the most coveted roles and the rarest.
So, what’s the point of all of this? I don’t
want to discourage you from a corner office
dream. But, if this is part of your future career, take today’s business environment into
account with your personal career plan. The
C-suite has changed.
Once you do land a top spot, carefully plan
your financial future. By living below your
means and creating a financial safety net, you
loosen the corporate handcuffs that can otherwise hold you hostage.
If you’ve already made it to the top and
you find yourself without a job, remember that
you’re not alone. This is a phenomenon that
many executives are facing today. To make it
through with the least number of bumps and
bruises, give yourself a generous amount of
time to land your next big gig.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be
reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Orpheum CEO Batterson
Honored For Excellence
In Performing Arts
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Brett Batterson at memphisdailynews.com.

Brett Batterson, president and CEO of the Orpheum Theatre Group,
has been named the North American Performing Arts Managers and
Agents’ 2017 Presenter of the Year. The award honors individuals in
the performing arts for their excellence in exemplifying mentoring;
setting an example of best practices, achievement and leadership;
and cultivating diversity, practicing inclusion, and creating equity for
underserved members of the community.
Batterson received the award Monday, Jan. 15, at the Association of
Performing Arts Professionals’ annual conference in New York.
Experience: B.A., Augsburg
College. MFA, Tulane University. Originally trained as
a scenic designer for the theater, I segued to arts management in 1996. I have over
20 years of experience in arts
leadership, with 10 years at
Michigan Opera Theatre
in Detroit and 11 years at
the Auditorium Theatre in
Chicago.
What does the NAPAMA
Presenter of the Year
Award represent to you?
It is affirmation of the work
we do at the Orpheum Theatre Group every day. Not
just my work, but the entire
team’s work. It reinforces
our belief that doing the
right thing may not always
be easy, but is ultimately for
the best. We are proud of the
programming we bring to
Memphis and the impact

it has on our city’s diverse
communities.
One of the criteria for nominees was promoting diversity and creating equity for
underserved community
members. How does the
Orpheum accomplish these
things? The Orpheum is taking a leadership role in the
Memphis arts and culture
sector. Having founded the
Memphis Cultural Coalition,
I am happy to say this roundtable of CEOs from Memphis’ major arts and cultural
institutions has collectively
launched a program to improve equity and inclusion
across our sector. In addition, the Orpheum considers these issues in all aspects
of our decision making, from
programming to education to
staff composition and board
recruitment.

David C. Mills Sr. has been named director of government relations at the
University of Tennessee Health Science
Center. Mills comes to UTHSC with
more than three decades of work as a
lobbyist and strategic communicator.
In his new role, he
will help craft state
legislation to support Tennesseans’
health and welfare,
and will work to
advance UTHSC
MILLS
initiatives identified by the administration as priorities,
including the university’s effort to combat the statewide addiction epidemic.
Blake Higgins, marketing systems
administrator for Data Facts Inc., has

The criteria also included
a mentorship aspect. Why
do you feel it’s important
to mentor the next generation in the performing arts?
Mentorship has been the
single greatest ingredient to
my success. I have always
sought out mentors in my
past positions, soaked up
knowledge from them and
listened attentively to the
stories of their experiences. I
now try to provide the same
type of mentorship to any
staff members of mine who
seek it. The best mentorship
programs, in my opinion,
are those that are informal
in nature. I have never asked
someone to be my mentor. I
have just let them become my
mentor by hanging around
them and doing what I could
to learn from them.
If you could give one piece

been appointed co-chairman for the
Make-A-Wish Mid-South associate
board. The board, comprised of young
professionals, supports Make-A-Wish
Mid-South via event-based fundraising
through the creation of awareness
and by helping
share the power
of a wish. Higgins
joined the board
in 2014.
Agape Child &
Family Services has ELDRIDGE
added two members to its board of directors: Alma Eldridge, an outpatient
program nurse with Lakeside Behavioral Health Systems, who previously
served on the board and is returning
after a few years off of it; and Sherica

BRETT BATTERSON

of advice to young people,
what would it be? Remain
flexible in your career goals.
The important thing is to
work in the field you love, so
if you set your aspirations on
being a performer, be flexible enough to shift into arts
marketing or fundraising.
Flexibility in your career can
allow you to make a living
in the field you love, even
though your first goals may
not have worked out. I cannot tell you how many very
talented people I have known
who, through lack of opportunity or just plain bad luck,
did not make it as an actor in
New York and they end up
miserable selling insurance
or something in their hometown. It is so sad when this
happens because not only
are they in a job they do not
enjoy, but the arts have lost
their talent. Remain flexible.

Hymes with Comcast NBC Universal
and president of Polished Consulting LLC.
Hemline Tailored Brand Strategies received 2017
Platinum MarCom
Awards in three categories – Website,
Season Guide Book
and Overall Brand
Refresh – all for work
completed for Ballet
Memphis. The MarHYMES
Com Awards, judged
and administered by the Association of
Marketing and Communication Professionals, is an international creative
competition that recognizes outstanding achievement by marketing and
communication professionals.
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Old Dominick Launching 'Intimate'
New Music Series at the Distillery
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis’ newest music venue is
opening later this month, in something of
an unlikely place.
Old Dominick Distillery, at 305 S. Front
St., on Jan. 25 is using its upstairs event
space to launch the Old Dominick Pure
Memphis Music series. A twice-monthly
set of concerts featuring acts, as the name
of the series suggests, with a tie of some
kind to the city.
That could mean, according to Old
Dominick communications and business development director Zach Smith,
anything from an artist having been born
here to one who came to the city to capture
some of its feel and record an album. It’s
also about giving the city another kind of
live music venue – a smaller, more intimate one.
Tickets to shows are $25, which also
includes a drink on the house.
“The series is about creating an experience for Memphis music fans that we felt
was lacking,” Smith said. “It’s a true, intimate listening space that is artist-centric.
It’s upstairs. We have space for 150 folding
chairs. The idea is it’s contained, almost
like an unplugged setting. It’s a place
where folks can come in, get a great craft

cocktail, sit down, you know the show’s going to start on time and be done at a good
hour. You can have a drink and listen to
some great music.”
The series will take over the distillery’s
upstairs space on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month. Shows are
scheduled through March 22, with the first
kicking off this month with John Nemeth
& The Blue Dreamers.
The band’s latest album, “Feelin’
Freaky,” was produced by Luther Dickinson of the North Mississippi Allstars and
was recorded at the Dickinson family’s
Zebra Ranch as well as Memphis’ Royal
Studios.
A recent review of Nemeth’s live
performance in “Elmore Magazine”
described him as a show-stealer whose
set “was blistering and perfectly pitched
while his own songwriting talents were
also clearly unmistakable, with much of
the set featuring tracks from his current
album, ‘Feelin’ Freaky.’ Nemeth made the
absolute most of his stage-time, ripping
along with an assurance and style that was
truly masterful.”
His album’s producer, incidentally, will
take the stage during the new Old Dominick series in March. Dickinson himself is
set to perform March 22.
Doors for each concert will open at 6:30
p.m., with the music starting promptly at

Old Dominick Distillery is launching a music series in space designed for such events
on its second floor. The series runs through March 22. 		
(Memphis News File)
7:30. Other acts already lined up include
The Pistol & The Queen on Feb. 8, Jim
Lauderdale on Feb. 22 and Talibah Safiya
on March 8.
Old Dominick opened last year and
started aging barrels of locally made
whiskey at the distillery for the first time
in Memphis in 100 years. Old Dominick’s
name is a nod to Dominick Canale, who
founded D. Canale & Co. in 1866 after

emigrating from Genoa, Italy.
The company bottled its own portfolio
of fine whiskies, a practice that ended with
Prohibition.
“The space here was built for events,”
Smith said. “This idea kind of evolved over
time. The brand is kind of developing its
identity, but we knew that. We’re so proud
of Memphis’ music history, and this was
our way of giving back to the community.”

H E A LT H CA R E

Winter Weather Takes Toll on Lifeblood Donations
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

One of the less obvious
consequences of the winter
weather that has hit Memphis
in recent days is that donations
to Lifeblood, the area’s blood
service provider, have also
taken a hit.
When sleet and the prospect of dangerous winter
weather force the organization to temporarily close its
local donor centers and cancel blood drives, as it had to
do in recent days, it slows
Lifeblood’s intake of donated
blood. The bad weather, meanwhile, is also coming at an
especially tough time, since
widespread flu has already reduced blood donations locally.
Lifeblood temporarily shut

all five donor centers because
of the winter weather on Friday, Jan. 12.
“We anticipate losing nearly 200 blood donations here
and at our sister blood center
in Tupelo just (Jan. 12),” said
Danny Garrick, Southeast Division president for Lifeblood.
“And yet the need for blood
continues and even increases
as the number of accidents
rise with icy roads and low
visibility.”
The centers quickly reopened. But the organization
stresses that severe weather in
the area is continuing to “significantly impact” the number

of people able to get out to donate blood. Lifeblood is urging
everyone to resume donating
as soon as road conditions and
the weather improve.
It’s not just a local issue. Severe weather and a particularly
nasty flu season are straining
the nation’s blood supply and
putting additional pressure on
centers everywhere.
“With more extreme winter weather heading our way,
blood donations will continue
to be impacted,” said Lifeblood
marketing and communications manager Mitzi Breaux.
“In addition, a severe flu season is resulting in much lower
blood donor turnout. All blood
types are needed, with a critical need for type O-negative.
If you are healthy and feeling
well, please donate blood or

platelets as soon as possible.”
O-negative is the universal
blood type and can be given to
patients of any blood type. It’s
often used for premature infants
and in emergency situations.
Donations of platelets – which
are used primarily for cancer
patients – are also needed.
According to Lifeblood,
blood donation takes about an
hour. Donors can save about
20 minutes by completing a
Fast Track Health History the
day they donate, available at
www.lifeblood.org.
Donor center locations and
an appointment scheduling
option can also be found at
that site, and walk-in donors
are welcome.
Blood donors must be at
least 16 years old, weigh at least
110 pounds and be in good

health. Donors also get a free
cholesterol test.
Together, United Blood
Services and Lifeblood must
collect about 2,000 blood donations each week to support
patients at nearly 140 hospitals
and health care facilities. Every
year, Lifeblood supplies more
than 100,000 units of blood
and blood products for local
patient transfusions.
Lifeblood is working to
eliminate a dependence on
blood donations from other
communities. The organization
says more than one-third of the
area blood supply is imported
from volunteer blood centers
outside the area, a dependence
Lifeblood works to eliminate via
things like neighborhood donor
centers and a regular schedule
of mobile blood drives.
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BASEBALL

Germantown’s Mickey Callaway To
Begin Managerial Career With Mets

The New York Mets' new manager, Mickey Callaway, was a standout pitcher at Germantown High School and at Ole Miss before
starting his professional baseball career as a pitcher, and then pitching coach for the Cleveland Indians. 
(AP Photo/Kathy Willens)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Baseball is built for sweet stories of nostalgia and the innocence of youth. When
Mickey Callaway was a kid he would spend
lazy summer afternoons visiting Wrigley
Field, courtesy of superstation WGN.
“I’d be sitting at home during the day
with my grandparents and at 1 o’clock the
Cubs game is on,” Callaway remembered.
“I played for the Parkway Village Cubs. I
was so excited when I got my jacket.”
As a kid, he didn’t even know he would
become a star at Germantown High School,
never mind pitch for Ole Miss and parts of
five seasons in the major leagues, including
in 2002 for an Anaheim Angels team that
went on to win the World Series.
Now, at 42, he is about to take the
New York Mets to spring training as their
manager after serving five years as pitching
coach for the Cleveland Indians.
He grew up in a baseball family and
younger brother Casey is head baseball
coach at Germantown High School. The
Callaway boys’ namesakes? Yankees slugger Mickey Mantle and manager Casey

Stengel, who is credited with saying that
the key to successful managing is keeping
the five guys who hate you away from the
five who haven’t made up their minds yet.
“That’s a great quote,” Mickey said, able
to laugh about it.
Mickey’s father, Mike Callaway, worked
for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in
project management and started talking
to him about leadership when he was just
a teenager. Unwittingly, Dad began the
preparation for the high-profile, high-stress
job of being second-guessed in New York.
“There’s a story out there that I gave
him PowerPoint slides at like age 12,” Mike
said. “And that’s not true.”
What is true: Those first lessons in
leadership created an appetite for more.
That only increased once Mickey became
pitching coach for the Indians. He has consulted with Daniel Coyle, author of “The
Talent Code” and a new book, “The Culture
Code,” that goes deep into the inner workings of successful organizations including
Pixar, the San Antonio Spurs and the U.S.
Navy’s Seal Team Six. Callaway also has
visited with Navy Seals to hear from them
first-hand.
“The Navy Seals are one of the elite

groups in the world,” Mickey said. “They’re
not leaving anything to chance because
lives are at stake.”
Baseball fans in the Big Apple can have
a similar attitude toward close games, the
result leading directly back to moves made
– or not made – by the guy standing in the
dugout wearing the team jacket and pressing all the buttons: bunt now, pinch-hit this
player for that player, go to the lefty specialist from bullpen, bring the infield in …
It was tough enough in Casey Stengel’s
day when a manager had the memory of
recent evidence and his gut to guide him.
Now, there are reams of data. There is never
a lack of information.
But the available analytics don’t exactly
explain themselves or interpret themselves
for all situations and contexts. That’s the
job of the manager and team staff. Before,
during and after games.
“There are so many gurus out there
and a lot of conflicting information,” Callaway said. “We have to do our research. I
don’t think I know everything. I’m going to
listen to everything and then come to my
conclusion.”
Among those who still have his ear (not
during the game, of course) is his father.

They text all the time, share the latest leadership nuggets they’ve found.
“He’s been teaching me, lately,” Mike
said.
While working for Indians manager
Terry Francona, Callaway became known
as one of the best pitching coaches in the
majors. But he rejects the notion that he,
or any pitching coach, is some kind of elite
pitching technician.
“I don’t believe we’re `fixers,’” he said.
“Players do everything. We try to provide
structure and accountability for their routine. Just to listen, that’s what I tried to do
the most.”
In New York, he takes over a team that
was in the World Series in 2015 but last year
finished fourth in the National League East
Division. Injuries were part of it, not all of it.
The Mets, however, don’t just compete with the teams in their division. They
compete with the Yankees for buzz and
headlines and the Yankees’ pockets go far
deeper. This offseason, the Yankees traded
for Miami Marlins outfielder Giancarlo
Stanton and the $265 million he is owed
over the next 10 years.
Francona believes Callaway is ready for
the test ahead.
“Mickey’s a star,” Francona told mlb.
com. “Once he made it known he wanted
to manage, it was a matter of time until we
lost him.”
For Mike, the change has meant putting
away the Indians gear and getting used to
the blue and orange of the Mets.
“I got some Mets stuff at Christmas,”
he said. “Cold-weather cap, sweatshirt,
hoodie, windbreaker.”
He has reset his Google alerts to catch
whatever the New York Post, New York
Daily News and other outlets have on
Mickey and the Mets. When his son was
pitching coach in Cleveland, he got to
where he knew what moves Mickey would
make and when.
Mike and wife Donna will get started on
their Mets fandom with a few days at spring
training. Mike will learn the players and in
due time will be thinking right along with
Mickey. He will leave the second-guessing
to those in the New York media who get paid
to be right after-the-fact and stir the masses.
“I would never do that,” Mike said.
“I haven’t second-guessed one pitching
move. He knows what he’s doing.”
Said Mickey: “I just have to make sure to
approach media members with the mindset that they have a job to do and it’s never
personal. I need to give honest answers and
explain the moves I make. And if I can’t,
shame on me.
“I know I’m gonna get fired at some
point. I’m not too worried about that.”

www.thememphisnews.com

January 19-25, 2018 27

sports

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

Tigers Winning, But Coach Tubby Still
Needs Help From Coach Smith in Recruiting
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
Right after Christmas I sat down with
Tubby Smith in his office for a lengthy Q &
A, which you can still find here (http://bit.
ly/2DLJbCk). At one point in our conversation I asked Tubby about “coaching guys
up,” if that was maybe the part of the job
he enjoyed most.
“That’s why you get in it,” he said. “You
love seeing players reach their potential,
becoming a good father, a good citizen. A
good basketball player is just a byproduct
of all the other lessons you have to teach.
“First, you got to teach them about
work ethic, sacrifice, commitment, all
those things. Most of the time you got here
because you’re just gifted. But what are
you going to do with it?”
We had met on Dec. 27. The next day,

the Tigers lost at home to LSU. Then they
opened American Athletic Conference
play by getting blasted at Cincinnati and
losing at UCF.
At that point, no one much wanted to
hear about good citizenship.
In fact, the diehard Tubby critics were
feeling pretty invulnerable. There was
more mocking on sports talk radio. More
fans silently protesting with their avoidance of seats at FedExForum already paid
for. And other fans and media were quick
to snipe via social media.
Easy and predictable, all of it. But also
part of the territory if you’re a coach making $3 million a year.
And then the Tigers beat Tulsa and
Tulane at home. Surprised with a victory
at Temple, and on Tuesday night here ran
UConn out of the building.
Four-game winning streak. A 4-2 mark
in the AAC, good for a third-place tie with
Houston, which just lost to Tulane. Trailing only No. 12 Cincinnati (5-0 in the AAC)
and No. 7 Wichita State (5-1), which just
lost at home to SMU.
Of late, the Tigers have the look of a

team that is listening to the coach that has
taken five different schools to the NCAA
Tournament (and no, that doesn’t mean
Memphis, now 13-6, will be the sixth this
season). That’s likely a bridge too far with
this roster.
That said, guard Jeremiah Martin is a
legit killer within the context of this league.
Forward Mike Parks Jr. has gone from
being Exhibit 1 in the evidence against
recruiting junior college players to the
most improved player on the team.
“We’re locked in as a group,” Martin
said after he and Parks each went for 21
points and 11 rebounds in the 73-49 win
over UConn.
Yet none of this changes the concerns
about this staff’s tepid recruiting. And
make no mistake, it is recruiting and not
going, say, 10-8 in the conference and perhaps earning an NIT bid that will change
the trajectory of the program and the way
people feel about it.
Mere respectability won’t fill the seats
at FedExForum. Throw out the attendance
of 2,417 for the UConn game because of
bad weather, but crowds have been small

all season. Whole sections in the upper
bowl without a single soul in them. Entire
empty rows on the club level and in the
lower bowl.
The Tigers are playing better. Of late,
they’ve been fun watch. Tubby is coaching
them up, just the way he likes.
“We played a very solid, all-around
game,” he said after beating UConn.
Agreed. It’s what, historically, Tubby
teams have done. He takes the players,
with whatever their raw ability is, and
makes them something more.
It’s a great quality for a coach to have.
And now Tubby is in a position to turn
down the flame on the heat directed his
way.
But if he’s going to succeed here longterm, he has to start landing some recruits
more along the lines of Cordova’s Tyler
Harris, who is a Top-125 player and the
program’s top target. Currently, Memphis
has one signed letter of intent for the class
of 2018: 7-foot-2 center Connor Vanover,
who is the No. 318 player in the country.
Probably, Tubby will coach him up.
But there’s nothing wrong with helping
more gifted players reach their potential,
too.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.

T E N N ESS E E VO L S

Pruitt’s SEC-Heavy Staff a Recruiting Coup
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

It was early December, 2012,
and Butch Jones stood in front
of a podium after being named
Tennessee’s 24th football coach.
“I can assure you,” Jones
said at his introductory press
conference. “We will put together the best football staff
in the country. Not just in the
Southeastern Conference, but
the entire country.”
Fast forward five years, and
Jeremy Pruitt, Jones’ successor
as UT’s coach, has hired a staff
that easily stacks up with Jones’
first.
Most of Pruitt’s assistants
were hired shortly after he was
announced as coach Dec. 7.
Pruitt, defensive coordinator at
Alabama the past two seasons,
hired his 10th and final assistant
earlier in the week.
Of the 10 assistants on
Pruitt’s staff, eight have coached
or worked in the SEC, and seven
played for SEC teams. Six of
Pruitt’s assistants have worked
on staff with him.
Several of Pruitt’s hires left

top-tier jobs to be on Tennessee’s staff, proof Pruitt can recruit coaches as well as players.
They left programs on stable
ground for a rebuild at Tennessee. Not an easy sell for Pruitt.
When Jones was hired at
Tennessee, he brought in a nucleus of assistants he’d worked
with at Central Michigan and
Cincinnati. Some were with
Jones when he won Big East
titles (2011 and ’12 at Central
Michigan) and Mid-American
Conference titles (2007 and ’09
at Cincinnati) as a head coach.
Not to say Jones didn’t have
some quality coaches, but the
SEC is another level.
Pruitt played for Alabama.
He worked and coached at Alabama under Nick Saban for two
different stints, a total of eight
seasons. Pruitt coached two
seasons under Mark Richt at
Georgia.
In short, Pruitt knows the
SEC. And so do most of the assistants he’s hired. Their SEC
experience is critical to win in
this league. Their SEC ties will
be huge in recruiting.
“I’m excited to have all these
guys here,” Pruitt said last week.

Tennessee Vols athletic director Phil Fulmer introduces head football coach Jeremy Pruitt, who was
able to corral an impressive list of assistant coaches in short order.
(Calvin Mattheis/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP)
“There’s still some things on the
staff that we’ve got to get done,
and it will be a work in progress,
and it will probably continue all
the way through February.”
Pruitt hasn’t announced

dates for spring practices, which
Tennessee has usually held in
March and April. Tennessee
starts the 2018 season Sept. 1
against West Virginia in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Pruitt confirmed the roles of
all but one of his assistants last
week, but was non-committal on
Robert Gillespie’s.
link continued on P28
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link continued from P27

Gillespie coached running backs all
five years under Jones, and he was the
only holdover from Jones’ staff.
Most likely, he’ll stay with running
backs.
Here’s a look at Pruitt’s first staff at
Tennessee:
Tyson Helton, offensive
coordinator/running backs
Pruitt managed to lure Helton away
from USC in early December. There, his
older brother, Clay, is head coach. Tyson
was the quarterbacks coach.
Pruitt’s relationship with Tyler dates
back to the early 2000s when Pruitt was
an assistant coach at Hoover (Alabama)
High and Tyson was an assistant at Memphis and recruiting Hoover players.
Tyson spent two seasons at USC after
Clay hired him in January of 2016 from
Western Kentucky, where he was offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach
under now-Purdue coach Jeff Brohm.
The former quarterback at Houston
(1996-99) started his coaching career in
2000 as a graduate assistant at Hawaii
and spent the next three years as Hawaii’s
special teams coach. He’s also been an
assistant at Memphis (2004-06, tight
ends/special teams), UAB (2007-12, quarterbacks/running backs), and Cincinnati
(2013, tight ends/special teams).
Helton’s career took off at Western
Kentucky in the two seasons (2014-15),
where his offenses were ranked in the
top-10 nationally in several categories.
While at USC, Tyson Helton coached
star quarterback Sam Darnold, projected
to be one of the top picks in the 2018 NFL
Draft. Helton has never worked on a staff
with Pruitt.
Robert Gillespie, running backs
If one coach on Butch Jones’ staff was
to be retained, Gillespie was the most
obvious choice. He clearly was the best
assistant under Jones. He coached New
Orleans Saints star rookie Alvin Kamara
in 2016 and 2018 NFL Draft enrollee John
Kelly last season.
Gillespie was hired to be part of Jones’
first staff at Tennessee in 2013, leaving
West Virginia after two seasons as running backs coach for the same position
in Knoxville.
The Hattiesburg, Mississippi, native
played running back at Florida for four
years (1998-01) under Steve Spurrier and
was one of the top pass-catching backs in
Gators’ history. After a short pro career,
Gillespie became a football graduate
assistant at South Carolina in 2005 and
spent the next three years there as running backs coach. He then went to West
Virginia for two seasons.
Like Helton, Gillespie hasn’t worked
on staff with Pruitt.
Will Friend, offensive line
Pruitt managed to pull Friend away

from Colorado State, where he was offensive coordinator and offensive line coach.
Friend was the Rams’ offensive coordinator for four seasons and was the first
assistant hired (Dec. 24, 2014) on head
coach Mike Bobo’s inaugural staff. Colorado State has reached three consecutive
bowl games, thanks in large part to an
explosive offense that had one of the best
seasons in school history in 2016.
Before his stint at Colorado State,
Friend spent the previous four seasons
(2010-13) at Georgia, where he was offensive line coach and running game
coordinator in 2013; Pruitt was on the
same staff with Friend for three seasons
(2010-12) with Bobo as offensive coordinator. When Bobo was hired at Colorado
State, Friend went with him.
Friend has also been offensive line
coach at UAB (2007-10) and GardnerWebb (2005-06) and was a graduate assistant at Georgia (2003-04). He started his
coaching career at West Alabama (2001)
and spent a year at Tuscaloosa (Alabama)
Central High.
The former high school All-American
offensive lineman from Philadelphia,
Mississippi, was a four-year starting
guard and two-time SEC player at Alabama from 1993-96.
Kevin Sherrer, co-defensive coordinator
Pruitt hired Sherrer away from Georgia, where he was outside linebackers
coach.
Just days after they coached against
each other in this year’s national championship game in Atlanta, won by Alabama,
Pruitt and Sherrer were quickly reunited
at Rocky Top.
Sherrer played tight end at Alabama
(1993-95) and was a teammate of Pruitt,
who played defensive back for the Crimson Tide.
They also worked on the same staffs
together at Hoover High School and
Alabama.
In 2013, Sherrer left a job as Alabama’s
director of player development to become South Alabama’s defensive coordinator, and a year later joined Mark Richt’s
staff at Georgia as outside linebackers
coach. When Georgia fired Richt, Sherrer
was retained by new coach Kirby Smart.
After his playing career at Alabama,
Sherrer was a graduate assistant there for
three years (1998-2000) before a stint as
high school assistant at Spain Park High
in Birmingham (2001-04) and Hoover
High (2005-09). He spent the next three
years as Alabama’s director of player
development.
Brian Niedermeyer, tight ends
Niedermeyer was assistant director of
personnel operations during Alabama’s
recent run to the CFP national championship.
After his playing career at ArkansasPine Bluff, Niedermeyer became a graduate assistant at Pine Bluff (2012-13) and

was hired as a quality controls coach at
Miami in 2013.
He was wide receivers coach/recruiting coordinator at East Texas Baptist
University for three seasons (2014-16)
and was hired by Alabama in 2017.
Last season was Niedermeyer’s only
one working with Pruitt.
David Johnson, wide receivers
Johnson, receivers coach at Memphis
the past two seasons, was the final assistant hired by Pruitt, according to multiple
reports last weekend.
The New Orleans native was a star
receiver at John F. Kennedy High and
played college ball at Nicholls State from
1991-93.
He started his coaching career at his
high school alma mater, and also was
offensive coordinator and receivers/tight
ends coach at O. Perry Walker High from
2000-04.
His first college stop was at Millsaps
College in Jackson, Mississippi, where
he coached receivers/tight ends/special
teams and was recruiting coordinator
from 2005-08.
He returned to high schools from
2009-11 as head coach/offensive coordinator at St. Augustine High in New
Orleans, where he coached former LSU
star Tyrann Mathieu.
Johnson spent 2012-15 as Tulane’s
running backs and tight ends coach, and
he joined the Memphis staff in 2016. He’s
never worked on staff with Pruitt.
Tracy Rocker, defensive line
Rocker, the former star defensive
tackle at Auburn in the late 1980s, was
Richt’s defensive line coach and associate
head coach from 2014-16, but he didn’t
coach this past season.
He’s got high school, SEC, and NFL
experience.
After winning the Outland Trophy and
Lombardi Trophy as an Auburn senior
in 1998, Rocker played two years for the
Washington Redskins (1989-90).
He got a job as defensive coordinator
at Auburn High for two seasons (199293) before landing a college job at West
Alabama (1994-95).
Rocker then climbed up the ladder
to the SEC as a defensive line coach:
from Troy State (1997-01), to Cincinnati
(2002), Arkansas (2003-07), Mississippi
(2008), and Auburn (2009-10). He was the
Tennessee Titans’ defensive line coach
for three seasons (2011-13) before being
hired by Richt at Georgia.
Pruitt coached alongside Rocker at
Georgia for two seasons (2014-15) when
Pruitt was the Bulldogs’ defensive coordinator and defensive backs coach.
Chris Rumph, co-defensive coordinator/outside linebackers
Rumph, defensive coordinator at
Florida the past two seasons, gives the
Vols another assistant with extensive
SEC experience, and he knows Pruitt

well. He was on the same defensive staff
with Pruitt at Alabama for two seasons
(2011-12) when Rumph was defensive
line coach and Pruitt was coaching defensive backs. Their offices were next to
each other in Tuscaloosa.
A native of Orangeburg, South Carolina, Rumph played at Calhoun County
High School (South Carolina) and signed
with South Carolina, where he played
linebacker for four years (1991-94).
He spent five seasons (1997-2001)
as head coach at Calhoun County High
before entering the college ranks as defensive backs coach at South Carolina
State in 2002.
His other stops were at Memphis
(2003-05, outside linebackers), Clemson
(2006-10, defensive line/ends), Alabama
(2011-13, defensive line) and Texas
(2014, assistant head coach of defense/
defensive line).
After a year as Florida’s defensive line
coach in 2016, Rumph was promoted to
co-defensive coordinator in 2017 while
also coaching the defensive line.
Terry Fair, cornerbacks
Fair makes his return to his alma
mater, Tennessee, where he was an AllSEC kick returner and cornerback in 1996
and ’97 and was a first-round pick of the
Detroit Lions in 1998.
After six seasons in the NFL, Fair
spent three years as an assistant at Phoenix (Arizona) Community College.
He spent two seasons (2012-13) as a
graduate assistant at Tennessee, and he
spent the past three seasons as defensive
backs coach on staff with Friend at Colorado State.
Fair is a popular hire for Tennessee
fans. Not only is Fair a VFL (Vol for Life),
he became a popular radio personality
for a couple of years while co-hosting
“The Drive.”
Charles Kelly, special teams coordinator/safeties
Kelly spent the previous six seasons
at Florida State, the past five as the
Seminoles’ offensive coordinator. Pruitt
was defensive coordinator for one year
– 2013 – at Florida State when Kelly was
there as special teams coordinator; the
Seminoles won the national championship that year.
Prior to Florida State, Kelly was at
Georgia Tech for seven seasons as special
teams’ coordinator, cornerbacks coach,
defensive backs coach, and interim defensive coordinator (2012). He also was in
the college ranks at Nicholls State (200205), Henderson State (1999), Jacksonville
State (1994-98), and Auburn (1993).
His coaching career began at Tuscaloosa Central where he was an assistant
for three years (1990-92).
Kelly played defensive back for four
years at Auburn (1986-89).
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.
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Mularkey Couldn’t See What Most Others Could
Mike Mularkey’s
inability to
admit his offensive coordinator’s performance deficiencies ultimately
led to his being
fired by the
Titans after two
full seasons on
the job.

TERRY MCCORMICK
Nashville Sports Correspondent

Mike Mularkey is loyal to his
coaches and his coaching philosophies, though probably to a fault,
as it appears that was a huge part
of why he was fired as the Tennessee Titans head coach on Monday
morning.
Mularkey, just hours earlier
on Sunday, had held his end-ofseason press conference and
explained how he not only was
planning to be back in 2018,
but that he expected to keep his
coaching staff together.
But controlling owner Amy
Adams Strunk and general manager Jon Robinson obviously
had other ideas, and those ideas
included Mularkey making a few
changes among his assistants and
in his coaching ideas to better accommodate quarterback Marcus
Mariota’s abilities and, as Robinson said Monday on his search for
a new coach, someone who can
“maximize the ability of players”
and has a flexible approach to
game-planning.
In the end, Mularkey – who
clung to his veteran staff of coaches and an old-school approach
– apparently rejected that notion.
Mularkey’s loyalty to his
coaches and his ideas ran deeper
than probably almost anyone
knew. He might not have coined
the term “exotic smashmouth,”
but it certainly was ingrained in
his coaching DNA, as is loyalty to
his coaching staff.
I got an up-close glimpse
earlier this season of how much
Mularkey looked out for his assistants and how much he believes
in them and his coaching style.
I had no plans to report the
conversation I had with Mularkey
at midseason. But in the aftermath
of what happened Monday, it
probably sheds a little light on

(AP Photo/Steven Senne)

But Mularkey very assertively
defended Robiskie’s work and
reminded me that just a couple
of weeks earlier against the Colts
the Titans had scored on 9 of 10
possessions on Monday Night
Football.
I left the conversation still confident that the question had validity. But Mularkey’s reaction gave
me insight into just how much he
valued Robiskie and how much
he valued the way he was trying to
build things with the Titans.
On Sunday, Mularkey defended his friend and coaching ally
once again, saying he felt Robiskie
did a “very good” job as offensive
coordinator this season, despite
evidence to the contrary.
Did Mularkey’s clinging to Robiskie and playing an old-school
style of football lead to his exit?
The evidence points that way.
“I think that the NFL game has
evolved a little bit, and I think that
(success comes with) being able to
... maximize the ability of players,
again, to put the team in the best
position to win football games,”
Robinson said.
And on Monday, Robinson
and Strunk decided Mularkey’s
loyal but inflexible approach –
despite 19 wins over two seasons,
including a playoff victory – was
not going to put the Titans in that
position.

Mularkey’s dedication to his staff
and his ideals.
This conversation took place
just after the Titans had returned
from their bye week and were
preparing to face the Baltimore
Ravens. After a media session, he
summoned me to talk privately.
The gist of our conversation
stemmed from a question I asked
after the Titans struggled to defeat
the hapless Cleveland Browns
12-9 in overtime.
I had asked whether or not he
would consider taking over the
play-calling duties from Terry
Robiskie, as the Titans had not
scored a touchdown in that lackluster win in Cleveland. Their redzone woes were equally alarming.
By calling me over to discuss,
it meant that the question had lingered in his mind throughout the
bye week. He wanted me to know
it was out of bounds to broach
such a subject.
Discussions between coaches
and reporters do happen occasionally when something is written or said that the coach takes
issue with or doesn’t want to be
made public.
I didn’t feel the question was
out of line, because the offense
was out of sync. Mularkey had
been a pretty good play-caller
back in the day, finding success
with the Steelers with Kordell
Stewart and then journeyman
Tommy Maddox at quarterback.
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Professional Soccer
Returns to Memphis

Memphis United Soccer
League team to begin play at
AutoZone Park in 2019, with
team name and logo to be
revealed this spring.
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CW/CA Adds Fenton
As Marketing,
Research Director

Developers of a trio of new,
small subdivisions in Central
Gardens, the University District
and in Whitehaven will all seek

approval from the Land Use Control Board during its Thursday,
Feb. 8, meeting.
Kircher-Ulhorn Development
LLC is seeking to construct a
nine-lot, single-family development at 1876 Central Ave. known
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Jessica Hardy, left, and Timothy Gibson, center,
greet attendees at a recent Alumni901 event
at Clayborn
Temple Downtown.
(Daily News/Houston Cofield)
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One of the most-clicked pages on the
Choose901 website is “Jobs of the Week,” which
in recent days listed open positions like a marketing manager for the Memphis Redbirds and
a recruiting manager for Youth Villages, among
others.
Along those same lines, the Choose901

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews
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team – which pursues a pro-Memphis mission
through everything from positive media to talent recruitment – also keeps hearing from organizations that they need talent and new workers
but don’t always know where to find them.
Enter Alumni901, a new Choose901 pilot
program that’s been launched to connect alumni
of four Memphis-area schools to employers
in
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Shelby County commission
commissioners approved a $1.6 million contract Monday, Jan. 8, for mobile
data terminals, tablets and wireless routers for the Shelby County
Sheriff’s Office.
The contract with Tate Computer Systems Inc. is an entry
into a system of body cameras for
sheriff’s deputies. Capital funding for the hardware came from
a line item for a delayed health
clinic that will be built in the next
fiscal year, according to county
chief administrative officer Harvey Kennedy.
Tate is a minority and locallyowned business.
Commissioners and other
county leaders are scheduled to
meet Wednesday in a working
group aimed at making fixes to
the year-old county resolution
setting percentage goals for county government contracts with
such businesses.
Commissioner Van Turner,
who is leading the effort, said last
week the plan is to have a set of
recommended changes hashed
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estate market in this week’s
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work in developing Carson Wentz
certainly is worth noting.
Steve Wilks
Defensive Coordinator,
Panthers
Wilks took over as the Panthers defensive coordinator this
year, and is drawing interest from
a number of teams like the Giants
and Cardinals as he looks to be on
the fast track to somewhere as a
head coach.
He would also satisfy the
Rooney Rule as a minority candidate. There is a report that the
Titans have reached out to set up
an interview already.
Matt LeFluer
Offensive coordinator, Rams
Another guy who doesn’t call
the plays, but is getting some attention for helping develop Jared
Goff, LeFluer has had a hand in
Wentz’s ascent. There is a report
that the Titans have already requested to interview him.
Jim Schwartz
Defensive coordinator, Eagles
He is obviously familiar to
Titans fans, based on his successful run as Jeff Fisher’s defensive
coordinator. His previous tenure
here probably won’t mean much
to Robinson and a regime that has
no ties to when Schwartz coached
here.
But his defense in Philly has
been outstanding, and he was
once the Lions head coach, taking
them to the postseason.
Jim Bob Cooter
Offensive coordinator, Lions
A creative offensive mind and
a former UT backup quarterback
and a Tennessee native. Cooter
has gotten rave reviews for his
work with Matthew Stafford, but
strangely has not been considered
by the Lions for their own head
coaching vacancy.

It’s very early in the Tennessee
Titans’ search for Mike Mularkey’s
replacement, but already several
names have surfaced as potential
candidates. Others will no doubt
be added to the list until a replacement is found.
Most – save for Patriots offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels,
who could well wind up in Indianapolis – have no previous NFL
head coaching experience.
Robinson says he is looking
for a “leader of men ... One that’s
going to, like I said, maximize the
abilities of the players in all three
phases of the game.”
Here are some names that
have been mentioned early on:
Josh McDaniels
Offensive Coordinator, Patriots
McDaniels and Robinson
worked together when Robinson
was in New England. McDaniels
was a flop in a two-year run as
Denver’s head coach, as was his
mentor, Patriots coach Bill Belichick, who had four losing seasons in
five years with Cleveland. He has
now won five Super Bowls. The issue here is that the Colts may have
beaten the Titans to the punch on
McDaniels.
Mike Vrabel
Defensive Coordinator, Texans
The Titans have reportedly
asked for permission to interview
Vrabel, who played for the Patriots
when Robinson was there. Vrabel,
in his first season as the Texans
DC, also has ties to the Steelers,
where he played for Titans defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau.
If the Titans want LeBeau to stay,
this might be their best chance.
Frank Reich
Offensive Coordinator, Eagles
Reich is best known to fans
of the Titans franchise for orchestrating the comeback by the
Buffalo Bills against the Houston
Oilers in 1993. Reich doesn’t call
the plays for the Eagles, but his
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A trio of communit
y developers and planners
hope to bring
their “playbook
” on grassroots
urban design
and revitalizat
ion
to Memphis in
the next installment of Planning
Matters, a series
of public events
sponsored by
ULI
Memphis and
University
phis Design Collaborat of Memive.
At the event, which
will be held
Jan. 23 from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m. in
the
Benjamin L.
Hooks Central
Library, 3030 Poplar
Ave., Neighborhood Playbook
co-creators Kevin
Wright and Joe
Nickol
“Economic Uncovery,”will present
friend and investor, while their
Jake
will present “Investing Hodesh,
Investing in People in Place by
– A New and
Better Way.”

Wright, the executive
director
of the Walnut
Hills Redevelop
ment Foundatio
n in Cincinnat
i,
Ohio, and Nickol,
senior associate
for Columbus,
Ohio-based MKSK,
will speak about
their collective
brainchild –
the Neighborh
ood
Playbook, which
is described as
a
field guide for
community members and developers
that facilitates
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COMMUNITY

Nomination Deadline Feb. 1 For Dunavant Awards
MICHAEL WADDELL

15TH ANNUAL DUNAVANT
PUBLIC SERVANT AWARDS

Special to The Memphis News

Memphis is lucky to have an
abundance of residents with a
passion for public service and it
is time once again to honor their
commitment to improving this
community.
Each year the Rotary Club
of Memphis East recognizes the
importance of public service by
hosting the Dunavant Public
Servant Awards.
Two public servants are honored – one elected official and
one non-elected. The 15th annual event, co-sponsored by The
Daily News, will take place on
Wednesday, Feb. 28, at the Holiday Inn-University of Memphis
on Central Avenue.
For current Shelby County
Public Affairs Officer Steve Shular, being honored in 2015 for
his work as a public servant was
testimony to being surrounded
by a highly effective team. As a
problem solver for Shelby County
Mayor Mark Luttrell, Shular
handles everything from media
requests to blight issues to crime
issues, triaging them to an appropriate resolution.
“Our greatest goal here is to
match that sense of urgency for
the citizen,” Shular said.
Shular began his professional
career as a reporter for WMC-TV

in the early 1980s. His popular
“What’s Bugging You?” segment,
which dealt with a wide range
of community problems, led to
working with Memphis Mayor
Dick Hackett’s action team on
many of the same issues.
A key to his success – something he learned while working
on Hackett’s action team – is
regularly going out in the field
with neighborhood leaders to
get their input about problems in
their communities and the fastest
ways to address them.
“We reengineered the way
we deal with people,” Shular
said. “For going on 16 years,
we have ensured that people
have a very easy entrance to
government. If the public calls
the county or my office, I view
myself as a church usher. You’ve
got to have someone at the
door, holding the doors open

What: The Rotary Club of Memphis East recognizes the
importance of public service by honoring two public servants
each year – one elected official and one non-elected.
When: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m, Wednesday, Feb. 28
Where: Holiday Inn-University of Memphis
Nomination Deadline: Feb. 1 (Nomination form can be found at:
http://www.rotaryclubofmemphiseast.org)
Keynote Speaker: Carolyn Hardy, chairwoman of the Greater
Memphis Chamber’s Chairman’s Circle and president and CEO of
Chism Hardy Investments
Reservations: A table for 10 can be reserved for $400 and
individual tickets are available for $50.
Contact: Lee Hughes, lmhughes@costconsulting.net

for people to come in, directing
them where they need to go, and
ensuring whatever they need
gets accomplished.”
He thinks most people who
call expect someone to answer
the phone, but they don’t expect
to still be working with them 10
years later.
“That changes everything in
people’s ability to believe that the
government is actually going to
follow through on anything, and
it puts the neighborhood leaders
in direct contact with the people
who are out there day by day doing things in the neighborhood,”
Shular said.
Nominations for this year’s
awards, which are due by Feb. 1,

MARK THE DATES
IT’S TIME TO ROLL!

are open to the public. The nomination link can be found at
http://www.rotaryclubofmemphiseast.org.
The awards began in 2004 as
a way to honor Shelby County
Probate Court Clerk Bobby Dunavant, who died in 2003, and
to promote good government
through the example of award
winners.
Dunavant “was the epitome
of a public servant” for decades
and mentored many young lawyers, according to Rotary Club
president J. Mark Griffee, a shareholder and partner with Black
McLaren Jones Ryland & Griffee,
P.C.
Griffee was one of those

young attorneys who benefited
from Dunavant’s willingness to
serve.
The awards seek to honor
public servants who are honest, unpretentious, accessible,
energetic, involved, generous,
empathetic and attentive to detail – all of the things that defined
Dunavant.
Last year’s award recipients
were Collierville Mayor Stan
Joyner and Memphis Public Libraries director Keenon McCloy.
Past Dunavant honorees include Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland when he was a Memphis
City Council member in 2012,
as well as Shelby County Mayor
Mark Luttrell in 2010.
The event is expected to draw
400 to 500 attendees. The keynote
speaker for this year’s event is
Carolyn Hardy, chairwoman of
the Greater Memphis Chamber’s
Chairman’s Circle and president
and CEO of Chism Hardy Investments.
Other previous keynote
speakers have included U.S. Sen.
Bob Corker; FedEx Corp. founder
Fred Smith; U.S. Sens. Lamar Alexander, Howard Baker and Phil
Gramm; U.S. Rep. Harold Ford
Jr.; AutoZone president and CEO
Bill Rhodes; Tennessee Govs.
Bill Haslam and Phil Bredesen;
Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour;
and Spence L. Wilson, chairman
of Kemmons Wilson Cos.
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on February 15, 2018 on or about 1:00PM
local time, at the Main Entrance of the
Fayette County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, conducted by the
Substitute Trustee as identified and set
forth herein below, pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by BEUNKA D. PUGH
AND DONAVAN D. GLOVER, to Glenn
Balletto, Trustee, on October 1, 2016,
as Instrument No. 16007304 in the
real property records of Fayette County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: Pacific Union Financial, LLC
The following real estate located in
Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
Lot 101, Section B, The Waters
of Hidden Springs Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
8, page 137, in the Register`s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
That the same is unencumbered
except for any and all Subdivision
Restrictions, Building Lines and Easements of record in said Register`s Office including without limitation, those
in Plat Book 8, Page 137; Easements
of record at 112-652,214-178,235362,657-592,657-594, all of record
in the Register`s Office of Fayette
County, Tennessee, together with
the 2015 City of Oakland and 2015
Fayette County real property taxes
not yet due and payable, which are
assumed by Grantee.
This being the same property conveyed to Beunka D. Pugh, unmarried
and Donavan D. Glover, unmarried,
as tenants with rights of survivorship from Regency Homebuilders,
LLC by deed dated 11/07/2014 and
recorded 11/18/2014 in the office of
the ROD for Fayette County in Instrument#14006210. QC #16007303
Also known as 60 Ridgefield Drive,
Oakland, TN 38060
Parcel ID#100P-A-28-00
Tax ID: 100P-A-28-00
Current Owner(s) of Property: BEUNKA
D. PUGH AND DONAVAN D. GLOVER
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 60
Ridgefield Dr., Oakland, TN 38060, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE, OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: None
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to

redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 17-000221-840
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.
COM
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13633
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 1:00PM local time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Robert
E Parson Jr and Tameika T Parson, to
Robert M Wilson, Jr, Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for America’s
Wholesale Lender on July 27, 2005
at Book D790, Page 198, Instrument
No. 05006856; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Federal National Mortgage Association
(“Fannie Mae”), a corporation organized and existing under the laws of
the United States of America, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 2, Gallaway Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
2, Page 139, in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
Street Address: 1570 Highway 70,
Gallaway, Tennessee 38036
Parcel Number: 039L A 014.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Robert
E. Parson, Jr.
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
1570 Highway 70, Gallaway, Tennessee 38036, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Robert E Parson Jr and
Tameika T Parson, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and home-

stead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-114382
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13636
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 13, 2018 at 2:00PM local time, at the south door, Fayette
County Courthouse, 16755 Highway
64, Somerville, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Daryl K.
Isabel, to Matthew R. Armour, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for The New York Mortgage Company,
LLC on August 22, 2006 at Instrument
No. 06007600; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Fayette County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
U.S. Bank National Association, as
trustee, on behalf of the holders of
the CSMC Mortgage-Backed PassThrough Certificates, Series 2007-1,
its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located
in Fayette County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Fayette
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Property situated in the 8th Civil
District of Fayette County, Tennessee, more particularly described as
follows:
Lot 28, Section B, Rolling Meadows
Subdivision, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Book 6, Page 66 of the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is here made for a more particular
description of said property.
Property subject to subdivision restrictions, covenants and easements of
record in the Register’s Office of
Fayette County, Tennessee in Plat
Book 6, Page 66.
This being the same property conveyed to Daryl K. Isabel by deed
from Creekside Homes, LLC dated

December 22, 1998 and appearing
of record in the Register’s Office of
Faytte County, Tennessee in Book
503, Page 382.
Street Address: 335 Rolling Meadows Road, Somerville, Tennessee
38068
Parcel Number: 087 022.28
Current Owner(s) of Property: The
Heirs of Daryl K. Isabel
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
335 Rolling Meadows Road, Somerville,
Tennessee 38068, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: the New York
Mortgage Company, LLC; HSBC Bank
Nevada, N.A.; FIA Card Services, N.A.;
All parties claiming by, through, or under
Daryl Isabel, Deceased.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Daryl K. Isabel, and
those claiming through him/her/it/
them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107

Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-113664
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13639

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, MADISON
COUNTY
WHEREAS, Aljernon Lloyd executed
a Deed of Trust to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for The Cit Group/Consumer Finance,
Inc. (TN), Lender and Ernest B. Williams, IV, Trustee(s), which was dated
December 11, 2006 and recorded on
December 13, 2006 in Book T1783,
Page 437, Madison County, Tennessee
Register of Deeds.
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debt(s)
and obligation(s) thereby secured by
the said Deed of Trust and the current
holder of said Deed of Trust, The Bank
of New York Mellon, as Trustee for
CIT Mortgage Loan Trust 2007-1, (the
“Holder”), appointed the undersigned,
Brock & Scott, PLLC, as Substitute
Trustee, with all the rights, powers and
privileges of the original Trustee named
in said Deed of Trust; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness
has been declared due and payable
as provided in said Deed of Trust by
the Holder, and that as agent for the
undersigned, Brock & Scott, PLLC,
Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the
power and authority vested in it, will on
February 1, 2018, at 10:00AM at the
usual and customary location at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, proceed to sell at public
outcry to the highest and best bidder for
cash, the following described property
situated in Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake at the confluence of the north prong of West Grand
Avenue and the south prong of West
Grand Avenue at the extreme western
extremity of the property of W.M. Lane
and wife, Maggie Lane, and runs
thence south 73 degrees east with
the north margin of said south prong,
135 feet to a stake; thence north 111
feet to a stake in the south margin
of the north prong of West Grand
Avenue; thence with same south 60
degrees 40 minutes west 146 feet
to the point of beginning. This being
a triangular strip of ground off the
west end of said W.M. Lane property.
Being the same real property conveyed
to the grantee herein by deed appearing of record in Deed Book 684
page 1977 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee.
Parcel ID Number: 078H D 02800
000
Address/Description: 135 West Grand
Avenue, Jackson, TN 38301.
Current Owner(s): Jasmine Lloyd.
Other Interested Party(ies): N/A
The sale of the property described
above shall be subject to all matters
shown on any recorded plat; any and
all liens against said property for unpaid
property taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements or set-back lines that may
be applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created
by a fixture filing; a deed of trust; and
any matter than an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose; and
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute
Trustee
c/o Tennessee Foreclosure Department
4360ChambleeDunwoodyRoad,Ste310
Continued on Page 32
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Foreclosure Notices
Continued from Page 31
Atlanta, GA 30341
PH: 404-789-2661
FX: 404-294-0919
File No.: 17-18865 FC01
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13602
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Karen
Vanessa Hunt, to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq., Trustee, as trustee for Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, Inc on September
30, 2002 at Book T1412, Page 347;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Beginning at a stake in the easterly
margin of Bayberry Drive at the northwest corner of Lot No 19 in Section
1 of Valley Lo Subdivision, a plat of
which appeared of recorded in Plat
Book 3, Page 110 in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
runs thence south 66 degrees east
with the north line of said Lot No. 19 a
distance of 100 feet to a stake in the
west line of Lot No. 20; thence north
24 degrees east with the west lines
of Lots No. 20 and 16 a distance of
100 feet to a stake in the southeast
corner of Lot No. 17; thence north
66 degrees west with the south line
of Lot No. 17 a distance of 100 feet
to the east margin of Bayberry Drive;
thence south 24 degrees west with
the east margin of Bayberry Drive a
distance of 100 feet to the point of
beginning. Being Lot No. 18 in Section
1 of Valley Lo Subdivision, platted as
aforesaid. The eastern 7-1/2 feet of
said lot are subject to an easement for
Cable Television and Telephone Lines
as shown on the recorded plat.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 633, page 42 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 42 Bayberry Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 066G-C-018.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Karen
Vanessa Hunt
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
42 Bayberry Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
All persons claiming by, through and
under Karen Hunt.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,

for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Karen Vanessa Hunt,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113714
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13612
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated November 3, 2006, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded November 8, 2006, in
Book No. T1779, at Page 829, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Lisa
Peoples, conveying certain property
therein described to Teel Mccormach &
Maroney PLC as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Mercantile Mortgage
Company., its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF10
Master Participation Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust,
N.A., as Trustee for LSF10 Master
Participation Trust, will, on February 1,
2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale,
or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison

County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
BEING LOT NO. 16 OF OXFORD
POINTE SUBDIVISION, SECTION I,
A PLAT OF WHICH APPEARS OF
RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 10, PAGE
246 IN THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF
MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 6 Wesley Dr,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
LISA PEOPLES
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 327030
DATED December 28, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated March 22, 2002, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded February 28, 2003, in
Book No. T1453, at Page 748, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Darryl
Wells and Tequilla Wells, conveying
certain property therein described to
Equity Title & Escrow as Trustee for
New Century Mortgage Corporation; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee for ABFC 2002NC1, ABFC Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2002-NC1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee for ABFC 2002NC1, ABFC Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2002-NC1, will, on February
7, 2018 on or about 1:00 PM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being real
estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Land situated in Madison County
Tennessee to wit: Beginning at an
iron pin on the West margin of Britton Lane (30 feet at right angles
from centerline) at the Northeast
comer of Annie Weddle as recorded
in Deed Book 353, Page 482 in the
Registers’ Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; thence with the northwest line of Weddle and a ditch South
40 degrees 10 minutes 24 seconds
West a distance of 181.33 feet to
a point; thence South 51 degrees
13 minutes 24 seconds West a
distance of 71.58 feet to a point;
thence South 52 degrees 25 minutes
West a distance of 147.38 feet to a
point; thence South 28 degrees 39
minutes West a distance of 64.12
feet to a post on the north line of
Alexander Farms; thence South 78
degrees 11 minutes 41 seconds
West a distance of 250.97 feet to an
iron pin; thence North 5 degrees 17
minutes 25 seconds West a distance
of 398.46 feet to an iron pin; thence

North 51 degrees 45 minutes 30
seconds East a distance of 297.15
feet to an iron pin; thence North 88
degrees 56 minutes 40 seconds East
a distance of 352.63 feet to an iron
pin on the West margin of Britton
Lane; thence with the West margin
of Britton Lane South 3 degrees 50
minutes 46 seconds East a distance
of 154.30 feet to a point; thence
South 6 degrees 58 minutes 32 seconds East a distance of 52.74 feet
to the point of beginning. Containing
5 acres, as surveyed by David Hall
Land Surveying Company, R.L.S.
#943, on March 21,2001.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1872 Britton
Lane, Denmark, TN 38391
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property:
DARRYL WELLS
TEqUILLA WELLS
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
ATTENTION: WENDY SMOOT
CACH, LLC
CHILDRENS CLINIC PROFESSIONAL
On or about February 2, 2015, the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, filed a federal tax lien against
the Defendant, Tequilla Wells, recorded
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, Book L61 and
Page 587. Any interest in the property
held by the United States of America,
Internal Revenue Service, by virtue of
the aforementioned federal tax lien is
both junior and inferior to the interests
held by U.S. Bank National Association,
as Trustee for ABFC 2002-NC1, ABFC
Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2002NC1. Provided, however, that the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, pursuant to 26 U.S.C. §7425
and 28 U.S.C. §2410(c), shall have one
hundred and twenty (120) days from the
date of the sale within which to redeem
the property by virtue of its tax lien(s)
herein by payment of the actual amount
paid by the purchaser at the foreclosure
sale, plus any amount in excess of
the expenses necessarily incurred in
connection with such property, less
the income from such property, plus a
reasonable rental value of such property.
As required by 26 U.S.C. §7425(b),
the United States of America, Internal
Revenue Service has been given timely
notice of this action.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
321792
DATED December 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13616
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated July 6, 2007, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 11, 2007, in Book No.
T1805, at Page 104, in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Michelle
Crockett and Jeffrey Crockett, conveying certain property therein described
to Arnold M. Weiss as Trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., will, on January 31, 2018 on
or about 1:00 PM, at the Madison

County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at a stake in the east
margin of Hicks Street at the point
where Hicks Street intersects with
Highland and Enloe; runs thence
east 105 feet with the north margin
of Enloe Avenue to a stake; thence
north 200 feet to a stake; thence
west 105 feet to the east margin of
Hicks Street; thence south 200 feet
with the east margin of Hicks Street
to the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 101 East Forest
Avenue, Jackson, TN 38301-4123
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MICHELLE CROCKETT
JEFFREY CROCKETT
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF V.A. ATTAWAY
AND CLARICE LEONA ATTAWAY
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 180970
DATED January 2, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13623
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated September 28, 1998, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded September 30,
1998, in Book No. T1150, at Page 247,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Patrick M. O’Brien and Patricia L.
O’Brien, conveying certain property
therein described to James B. Webb
as Trustee for Norwest Mortgage,
Inc; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., will, on February 1, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at the west margin
of Fairground Street at Manley’s
southeast corner; runs thence west
with Manley’s line 100 feet to
Mount’s northeast corner; thence
south with Mount’s line 50 feet
to a stake; thence east 100 feet
to the west margin of Fairground
Street; north with the west margin
of Fairground Street 50 feet to the
point of beginning.
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ALSO KNOWN AS: 205 N FAIRGROUND, JACKSON, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
PATRICK M. O’BRIEN
PATRICIA L. O’BRIEN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 310197
DATED January 2, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13624
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
March 5, 2018 at 10:00AM local time,
at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Sarah Lee Turner,
to Allen E. Schwartz, Esq., Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Transland Financial Services, Inc. on
June 6, 2007 at Book T1802, Page 55,
Instrument No. 07010079; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
CIT Bank, N.A., its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
A certain tract or parcel of land located in Madison County, Tennessee,
described as follows to-wit:
Lot No. 2: Begins at a stake on the
west margin of Ham Street at a point
50 feet from the northwest corner of
Union and Ham Street; runs thence
north 50 feet to a stake; thence west
152 feet; thence south 50 feet to a
stake; thence east about 152 feet
to the beginning.
Being the same property conveyed to
Sarah Lee Turner, unmarried, from
Roy Lester Turner (now deceased)
and wife, Sarah Lee Turner, and
Chauncey Lavoy Harrison, as joint
tenants with the right of survivors
by quitclaim Deed dated June 6,
2007 and recorded 6-13-07 in Book
D688, page 444 Register’s Office for
Madison County. Roy Lester Turner,
now deceased, Certificate of Death
dated Nov. 24, 1995.
Street Address: 231 Hamilton Street,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 078O B 009.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Sarah
Lee Turner
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
231 Hamilton Street, Jackson, Tennessee 38301, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of

record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Secretary of
Housing & Urban Development; LVNV
Funding LLC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Sarah Lee Turner,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 16-104710
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Luerenzia Triggs
and Dorsey Lelcesona, to Charles
Preston Patterson, Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Platinum
Mortgage, Inc. on March 15, 2010 at
Book T1878, Page 1206, Instrument
No. 10003251; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be

sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Land lying and being in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows,
to-wit:
Map 651 Group F Parcel 10.00 56
Briarcliff Drive, Jackson, TN 38301
BEING Lot Number Eighty-four (84),
Section 5 of Briarcliff Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 2 at page 97 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
BEING the same real estate conveyed
to Luerenzia Triggs and Dorsey Lelcesona, married by quitclaim Deed of
record in Deed Book 660 at page 718
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 56 Briarcliff Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 065I F 010.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: The
Heirs of Luerenzia Triggs
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
56 Briarcliff Drive, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part of
the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any
discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: All parties claiming by, through, or under Luerenzia
Triggs; All parties claiming by, through,
or under Dorsey Lelcesona.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Luerenzia Triggs and
Dorsey Lelcesona, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property

will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 15-063501
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on February 19, 2018 on or about 12:00PM
local time, at the Main entrance
(North Door) of the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee,
conducted by the Substitute Trustee as
identified and set forth herein below,
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed by
JERRY D SIKES AND JUDY M. SIKES,
to FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE
COMPANY, Trustee, on July 23, 2007,
at Record Book T 1807, Page 764-778
as Instrument No. 07013152 in the
real property records of Madison County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: Wells Fargo Bank,
National Association as Trustee for
Soundview Home Loan Trust 2007OPT5, Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2007-OPT5
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
LAND REFERRED TO IN THIS COMMITMENT IS DESCRIBED AS ALL THAT
CERTAIN PROPERTY SITUATED IN
CITY OF JACKSON IN THE COUNTY
OF MADISON, AND STATE OF TN
AND BEING DESCRIBED IN A DEED
DATED 09/30/2003 AND RECORDED
10/01/2003 IN BOOK D645 PAGE
171 AMONG THE LAND RECORDS
OF THE COUNTY AND STATE SET
FORTH ABOVE, AND REFERENCED
AS FOLLOWS:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
MAP 32K, GROUP C, PARCEL 19.00
BEING LOT NUMBER SEVEN HUNDRED
NINETEEN(719), SECTIONN VII-A
WYNDCHASE SUBDIVISION, A PLAT
OF WHICH APPEARS OF RECORD IN
PLAT BOOK 9 AT PAGE 249 IN THE
REGISTER`S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO WINDAL A WALKER AND
WIFE, DONNA WALKER BY WARRANTY DEED OF RECORD IN DEED
BOOK 631 AT PAGE 610 IN THE
REGISTER`S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
PARCEL NO. 32 K C 019.00
Tax ID: 32 K C 019.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: JERRY D
SIKES AND JUDY M. SIKES
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 156
Greendale Drive, Jackson, TN 38305,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: ROBERT
PEAT AND ARISHA JOHNSON AND STA-

CEY ADAMS AND INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
This sale is also subject to the right
of redemption by the INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE/DEPARTMENT OF THE
TREASURY, pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 7425
by reason of the following tax lien(s)
of record in the original amount of
$72,569.48 at Record Book L56, Page
907 as Instrument No. 11013691 in
the real property records of Madison
County Register’s Office, Tennessee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 17-000259-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
Fnn13628
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, MADISON
COUNTY
WHEREAS, Hope M. Seth executed
a Deed of Trust to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Aasent Mortgage Corporation, Lender
and Arnold M. Weiss, Trustee(s), which
was dated April 21, 2008 and recorded
on April 22, 2008 in Book T1830, Page
1310, Madison County, Tennessee Register of Deeds, subsequently modified by
a Loan Modification Agreement recorded
September 16, 2010 in Book T1889,
Page 821 Madison County, Tennessee
Registry of Deeds.
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debt(s)
and obligation(s) thereby secured by
the said Deed of Trust and the current
holder of said Deed of Trust, Branch
Banking and Trust Company, (the
“Holder”), appointed the undersigned,
Brock & Scott, PLLC, as Substitute
Trustee, with all the rights, powers and
privileges of the original Trustee named
in said Deed of Trust; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness
has been declared due and payable
as provided in said Deed of Trust by
the Holder, and that as agent for the
undersigned, Brock & Scott, PLLC,
Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the
power and authority vested in it, will
on February 15, 2018, at 10:00AM
at the usual and customary location
at the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, proceed to sell
at public outcry to the highest and best
bidder for cash, the following described
property situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a found iron pin in the
east line of Ridge Oak Place (50 foot
ROW) at the southwest corner of Lot 2,
Section I, of Double Bridge Subdivision
as recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 298,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, thence north 89
degrees 24 minutes 02 seconds east
along the south line of said Lot 2 a
distance of 199.08 feet to a point in
the west line of mutual development
company as recorded in Deed Book
Continued on Page 34
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281, page 390, in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee,
thence south 4 degrees 09 minutes
16 seconds west along the west line
of said Mutual Development Company
for a distance of 93.18 feet to a found
iron pipe at the northeast corner of
the Willie W York property as recorded
in Deed Book 328, Page 314, in the
Register’s Office, Madison County,
Tennessee, thence south 89 degrees
52 minutes 24 seconds west along the
north line of said York Property for a
distance of 200.70 feet to a found iron
pin in the East line of Ridge Oak Place,
thence north 5 degree 14 minutes
42 seconds East along the east line
of Ridge Oak Place for a distance of
91.68 feet to the point of beginning,
being Lot 1, Section I, of the Double
Bridge Subdivision as recorded in Plat
Book 3, page 298, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee.
Being the same real estate conveyed to
the grantor of record in Deed Book 693
at page 672 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee
Parcel ID Number: 056G A 001.00
Address/Description: 32 Ridgeoak
Place, Jackson, TN 38305.
Current Owner(s): HOPE M. SETH.
Other Interested Party(ies): N/A
The sale of the property described above
shall be subject to all matters shown
on any recorded plat; any and all liens
against said property for unpaid property taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements or set-back lines that may
be applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created
by a fixture filing; a deed of trust; and
any matter than an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose; and
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute
Trustee
c/o Tennessee Foreclosure Department
4360ChambleeDunwoodyRoad,Ste310
Atlanta, GA 30341
PH: 404-789-2661 FX: 404-2940919
File No.: 17-03196 FC02
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13630
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, MADISON
COUNTY
WHEREAS, Kevin L. Horton and Gena
Renee Horton executed a Deed of Trust
to National City Mortgage Co., Lender
and John O Rhea, Trustee(s), which was
dated November 30, 2001 and recorded
on December 3, 2001 in Book T1341,
Page 568, Madison County, Tennessee
Register of Deeds.
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debt(s)
and obligation(s) thereby secured by
the said Deed of Trust and the current
holder of said Deed of Trust, PNC Bank,
National Association, (the “Holder”),
appointed the undersigned, Brock &
Scott, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee, with
all the rights, powers and privileges
of the original Trustee named in said
Deed of Trust; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness
has been declared due and payable
as provided in said Deed of Trust by
the Holder, and that as agent for the
undersigned, Brock & Scott, PLLC,
Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the
power and authority vested in it, will
on February 13, 2018, at 12:00PM
at the usual and customary location
at the Madison County Courthouse,
Jackson, Tennessee, proceed to sell
at public outcry to the highest and best
bidder for cash, the following described
property situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, to wit:
Lying and being in the Sixth Civil District

of Madison County, Tennessee, and
more particularly described as follows:
Lot No. 217, Section II, Ashberry
Farms, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 9, page 39,
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, reference to which plat
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot showing its location and the length and direction of its
boundaries.
Being the same property conveyed
to the undersigned by deed of record in Deed Book 623, Page 988,
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Parcel ID Number: 002N A 00100
000
Address/Description: 15 Cobblestone
Drive, Three Way, TN 38343.
Current Owner(s): Kevin L Horton and
Gena Renee Horton.
Other Interested Party(ies): Midland
Funding, LLC as successor in interest
to GE Money Bank/JCPenny.
The sale of the property described
above shall be subject to all matters
shown on any recorded plat; any and
all liens against said property for unpaid
property taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements or set-back lines that may
be applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created
by a fixture filing; a deed of trust; and
any matter than an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose; and
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute
Trustee
c/o Tennessee Foreclosure Department
4360ChambleeDunwoodyRoad,Ste310
Atlanta, GA 30341
PH: 404-789-2661 FX: 404-2940919
File No.: 15-22140 FC02
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13631
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by Barbara
Bingham and Travis D. Bingham, to LSI
Title Company, A California Corporation, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Direct Mortgage Corp.
on March 25, 2009 at Book T1855,
Page 483, Instrument No. 09004437;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
The following described property:
Following certain real estate in Madison County, Tennessee, described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the
South margin of Okeena Drive at the
Northeast corner of Milton Cravens
as recorded in Deed Book 474, Page
311 in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee; thence with
the South margin of Okeena Drive
following a curve (radius of 295ft) to
the left a distance of 278.77 ft to a
point; thence South 89 deg 11 min
35 sec East a distance of 82.13 ft
to an iron pin; thence with a new line
South 1 deg 43 min 10 sec West
a distance of 222.36 ft to a post;

thence South 5 deg 06 min 26 sec
West a distance of 162.93 ft to an
iron pin on the North line of John
Echols; thence with Echol’s North
line North 87 deg 33 min West a
distance of 333.92 ft to an iron pin
at the Southeast corner of Cravens;
thence with Craven’s East line North
3 deg 18 min 29 sec East a distance
of 482.51 ft to the point of beginning.
Being the same parcel conveyed
to Barbara Bingham and Travis D.
Bingham wife and husband, as joint
tenants with right of survivorship from
Travis D. Bingham, a married man,
and joined by his spouse Barbara
Bingham, by virtue of a Deed dated
8/21/2008, recorded 9/8/2008, in
Deed Book D695, Page 869, County
of Madison, State of Tennessee.
Assessor’s Parcel No: 045 02514
000
Street Address: 35 Okeena Dr, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 045 045 025.14
000
Current Owner(s) of Property: Barbara
Bingham and Travis D. Bingham
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
35 Okeena Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any
discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate to
the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development; State of Tennessee
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development; State of Tennessee;
TCN Jackson, LLC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Barbara Bingham and
Travis D. Bingham, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the

purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 15-101074
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13634
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 27, 2015,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March
30, 2015, in Book No. T1995, at
Page 979, in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Kenneth Shreeve
and Tina Shreeve, conveying certain
property therein described to John C.
Clark as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for First State Bank, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on March 15, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Being Lot Number Four Hundred Four
(404). Section IV, Wright’s Mill Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 10 at page 184
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 17 Rawlingwood
Cove, Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
KENNETH SHREEVE
TINA SHREEVE
WRIGHT’S MILL HOMEOWNERS’
ASSOCIATION, INC.
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 327344
DATED January 17, 2018

WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13641
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 30, 2018 at 2:00PM local time,
at the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Jeffery Michael Thompson,
to Wesley D. Turner, Trustee, as trustee
for Argent Mortgage Company, LLC. on
December 14, 2006 at Record Book
1317, Page 112; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
U.S. Bank National Association as
Indenture Trustee for the Towd Point
Mortgage Trust Asset-Backed Securities, Series 2016-5, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 3, Amended Final Plan of DeenHolly Grove Road Minor Plat Subdivision, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Cabinet G Slide 193, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
This being the same property conveyed to Casey L. Fletcher and wife
Amanda R. Fletcher, by Warranty Deed
of record at Book 945 Page 705, on
06/05/2001, at the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 2688 Holly Grove Rd,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 051 033.01
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jeffery
Michael Thompson
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
2688 Holly Grove Rd, Covington, Tennessee 38019, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jeffery Michael Thompson, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
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time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 09-019025
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 31, 2018 at 11:00 am local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Christopher Kenneth
Brill, to Robert L. Crawford, Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Evolve Bank & Trust on December 2,
2016 at Record Book 1707, Page 258,
Instrument No. 200210; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Tipton
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 13, SECTION A, THE VILLAGE AT
BRIGHTON Subdivision, as shown
on plat of record in Plat Cabinet C,
Slide 154, in the Register’s Office,
Tipton County. Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin set at the
northwest corner of Lot 13 of The
Village at Brighton, Section A, (Plat
Cabinet C, Slide 154), on the east
R.O.W. line of Miss Helen Circle
(50’ R.O.W.), said point being the
southwest corner of Lot 12, then
North 78 deg. 00’ 00” East. 209.67
feet along the south line of Lot 12 to
an iron pin found in the west line of
Reed & Boswell; then South 12 deg.
00’ 00” East 115.50 feet along Reed
& Boswell’s west line to an iron pin
found at the northeast corner of Lot 1
0; then South 78 deg. 00’ 00” West,
209.67 feet along the north line of
Lot 10 to an iron pin set in the east
R.O.W. line of Miss Helen Circle; then
North 12 deg. 00’ 00” West, 115.50
feet along the said R.O.W. line to the
point of beginning, encompassing

24,217 square feet. or 0.55 acres
of land, more or less.
Street Address: 48 Miss Helen Cir,
Brighton, Tennessee 38011
Parcel Number: 080J D 013.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Christopher Kenneth Brill
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 48
Miss Helen Cir, Brighton, Tennessee
38011, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Christopher Kenneth
Brill, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-114352
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred

in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 17, 2014,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
20, 2014, in Book No. 1637, at Page
559, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Michael Lee Mcgough, conveying
certain property therein described to
Charles M. Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Patriot Bank,
its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on February 1, 2018
on or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 35, Egypt Subdivision, Section
D, as shown on plat of record In
Plat Cabinet E, Slide 61, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot. This conveyance is subject to Subdivision Restrictions in Book 823, Page 663,
building lines and easements in Plat
Cabinet E, Slide 61 and Southwest
Tennessee Easement in Book 825,
Page 307, in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 295 Chelsia Ln,
Munford, TN 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MICHAEL LEE MCGOUGH
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 327099
DATED December 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13617
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 1, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Jeffrey Lyons and
Stacy Lyons, to Ralph Henson, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
First Citizens National Bank on February
25, 2009 at Record Book 1428, Page
570; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper, its successors and assigns.

The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 127, Squire’s Grove Subdivision,
Section C, Phase II as recorded in Plat
Cabinet E, Slide 21 in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
Subject to subdivision restrictions
at Book 811, page 899 and building
lines and easements as recorded at
Plat Cabinet E, Slide 21, and Southwest Tennessee Easement in Book
811, Page 1 in the Tipton County
Register’s Office.
Being the same property conveyed
to Grantor(s) herein at Book 1353
Page 974 of the Tipton County Register’s Office.
Street Address: 53 Wilshire Ln, Atoka,
Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 142A D 127.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jeffrey
F. Lyons and Stacy M. Lyons
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
53 Wilshire Ln, Atoka, Tennessee
38004, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jeffrey Lyons and Stacy
Lyons, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no

warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113061
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13618
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on February 15, 2018 on or about 10:00AM
local time, at the North door of the
Tipton County Courthouse, 1 Pleasant
Ave Covington, TN 38019, conducted
by the Substitute Trustee as identified
and set forth herein below, pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by CORY
LAMONT EDWARDS, SR., to L.E. VAN
EATON, Trustee, on November 25,
2002, at Record Book 1035, Page
321 as Instrument No. 33120 in the
real property records of Tipton County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING , LLC
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:
Lot 4, Wyatt-Ervin Lane Subdivision,
Section C, as shown on plat of record
in plat cabinet D, Slide 189B, in the
Register`s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Being the same property conveyed to
Cory L. Edwards, an unmarried person,
at warranty deed recorded September
30, 1998, in Book 841, page 665, in
the Register`s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee
Tax ID: 018F B 004.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: CORY
LAMONT EDWARDS, SR.
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 479
Ervin Lane, Covington, TN 38019, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN
THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: None
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
Continued on Page 36
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or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM File No. 16-000540-670
MACKIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Sonja F. Brandon,
to PRLAP, Inc., Trustee, as trustee
for Bank of America, N.A. on July 24,
2008 at Record Book 1405, Page 852,
Instrument No. 119490; and modified
by agreement recorded on November 7,
2011 in Record Book 1531, Page 664;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
LOT NO 104, RICHLAND HILLS,
PHASE 4, AS SHOWN OF RECORD
AT PLAT CABINET F, SLIDE 24, IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, TO WHICH
PLAT REFERENCE IS HEREBY MADE
FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION.
Street Address: 36 Friendship Cir,
Mason, Tennessee 38049
Parcel Number: 138B C 012.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Sonja
F. Brandon, a single person
The street address of the above

described property is believed to be
36 Friendship Cir, Mason, Tennessee
38049, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Sonja F. Brandon,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful

purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-112885
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Dana K. Geyer
and Andrew B. Schaaf, to Charles M
Ennis, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. as nominee for Patriot Bank on
May 17, 2013 at Record Book 1591,
Page 109, Instrument No. 167517;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:

EVEN TEXTERS
AND DRIVERS
HATE TEXTERS
AND DRIVERS.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
LOT 6, PLANTERS POINTE, SECTION
A, AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF RECORD
IN PLAT CABINET C, SLIDE 188A, IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, TO WHICH
PLAT REFERENCE IS MADE FOR A
MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION
OF SAID PROPERTY.
THIS BEING THE SAME PROPERTY
CONVEYED TO GRANTORS HEREIN
BY WARRANTY DEED BEING FILED
SIMULTANEOUSLY HEREWITH IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
Street Address: 171 Wilkinsville Rd,
Drummonds, Tennessee 38023
Parcel Number: 94O-A-006.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Dana K.
Geyer and Andrew B. Schaaf
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
171 Wilkinsville Rd, Drummonds, Tennessee 38023, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
MSK Group, PC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Dana K. Geyer and
Andrew B. Schaaf, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.

This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113502
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
Fnn13626
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated August 17, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
23, 2012, in Book No. 1560, at Page
966, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Deidre Lynn Thornton, conveying
certain property therein described to
Monte Connell as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee American Mortgage
Services, Inc, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by PennyMac Loan Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on February 7, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 48, Section E, Faulkner Heights
Subdivision, as shown on of record
in Plat Cabinet C, Slide 48, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, more particularly described as follows: Beginning
at a point in the Northwest line of
Shannon Lane, said point being
a common corner of Lots 48 and
49; thence Southwestwardly along
said Northwest line a distance of
100.0 feet to the East corner of
Lot 47; thence Northwestwardly
along the line dividing Lot 47 and
48 a distance of 225.0 feet to the
Northwest line of the subdivision;
thence Northeastwardly along said
Northwest line a distance of 100.0
feet to the West corner of Lot 49;
thence Southeastwardly along the
line dividing Lots 48 and 49 a distance of 225.0 feet to the point of
beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 491 Shannon
Lane, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DEIDRE LYNN THORNTON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 321576
DATED January 8, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
Fnn13629
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 9, 2018 at 12:00PM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Todd Richeal and
Rania Rachael aka Rania Richeal, to
Williams, McDaniel & Wolfe, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Delta Trust Mortgage Corporation on August 14, 2008 at Record
Book 1409, Page 736, Instrument No.
120660; corrected by affidavit recorded
September 3, 2008 in Record Book
1409 Page 736; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lots 1 and 2, 442 North Maple Subdivision, as shown on Plat of record
in Plat Cabinet H, Page 551, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference is
given for a more particular description
of said property.
Beginning at an iron pin found in the
east margin of North Maple Street,
27 feet east of the center of North
Maple Street and 88 feet south of
the center of east Ripley Street, said
point being the northwest corner of
Means as recorded in Deed Book
235, Page 487, Register’s Office,
Tipton County, Tennessee; thence S
86 degrees 38’ 52” E, 234.00 feet
to a point in the rest margin of Tipton
Street (15.5 feet from center); thence
S 02 degrees
14’ 25” W, 75.0 feet along said west
margin to an iron pin found; thence N
86 degrees 37’ west, 230.35 feet to
an iron pin found in the east margin
of North Maple Street; thence north
75.0 feet along said east margin of
North Maple Street to the point of
beginning, as surveyed by Walter R.
Powell on October 2, 1985.
Street Address: 442 North Maple Street, Covington, Tennessee
38019
Parcel Number: 025N-F-020.00 (Lot
1) and 025N-F-020.01 (Lot 2)
Current Owner(s) of Property: Todd C.
Richeal and wife, Dawn R. Richeal
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
442 North Maple Street, Covington,
Tennessee 38019, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Todd Richeal and Rania
Rachael aka Rania Richeal, and those
claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,

statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 11-026667
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
Fnn13632
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated November 26, 2007,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded December 3, 2007, in Book No. 1373, at
Page 795, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Dennis C. Campbell and
Tommye Campbell, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold
M. Weiss as Trustee for Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on March 15, 2018
on or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 123, Section E, Woodlawn
Plantation Subdivision, as shown
on plat of record in Plat Cabinet F,
Slides 83 and 84, in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby
made for a more particular description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 189 Woodlawn

Trace, Brighton, TN 38011-4115
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DENNIS C. CAMPBELL
TOMMYE CAMPBELL
BMII MEMPHIS
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 327328
DATED January 11, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13635
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated August 8, 2011,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
22, 2011, in Book No. 1523, at Page
329, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Teutonia Jones and Darius
Jones, conveying certain property
therein described to Charles M Ennis
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Patriot Bank, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., will, on February 28, 2018 on or
about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 160, Templeton Farms Subdivision, Section D, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Cabinet H, Slide 424,
in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, to which plat
reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 36 Clay Cove,
Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
TEUTONIA JONES
DARIUS JONES
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 240927

DATED January 11, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13637
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 30, 2003,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded November
4, 2003, in Book No. 1104, at Page
193, and modified on April 30, 2014,
In Book No. 1622, At Page 97 in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Jeffrey D. Hutchison and Jacalyn
Hutchison, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage, Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on March 15, 2018
on or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Description of a 1.31 acre partition
of the E.P. McKinnie property being
a part of the same property as
recorded in Deed Book 218, Page
274, in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Said property being located
on the North side of Quito Road and
situated in the 5th Civil District of
Tipton County, Tennessee. Beginning
at a set spindle in the centerline
of Quito Road, being the original
Southeast corner of E. P. McKinnie,
Deed Book 281, Page 274, of which
this 1.31 acre partition is a part;
thence Southwestwardly along the
centerline of Quito Road and the
South line of E.P. McKinnie South
89 degrees 48 minutes 47 seconds
West a distance of 137.28 feet to a
set spindle in the centerline of Quito
Road being the Southwest corner
of the 1.31 acre partition; thence
leaving the centerline of Quito Road
Northeastwardly along the West line
of said partition North 02 degrees
04 minutes 06 seconds East, a
distance of 415.94 feet to a set iron
pin in the North line of E.P. McKinnie
and the South line of Douglas Wilson;
thence Southeastwardly along the
North line of E.P. McKinnie and a
South line of Douglas Wilson for a
distance of 137.24 feet to a 10”
cedar post fence corner (an agreed
upon corner by E.P. McKinnie and
Douglas Wilson); thence Southwestwardly along the East line of
E.P. McKinnie and a West line of
Douglas Wilson, South 2 degrees
04 minutes 06 seconds West, a
distance of 414.97 feet to the point
of beginning and containing
1.31 acres, more or less. However,
there is excepted from this 1.31
acres that portion occupied by the
R.O.W for Quito Road (60 foot total
R.O.W.)
ALSO KNOWN AS: 200 Quito Road,
Millington, TN 38053
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced

property:
JEFFREY D. HUTCHISON
JACALYN HUTCHISON
THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING & URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
TIMOTHY BONE
NEW IDEA FINANCIAL, INC
DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING PC
FORD MOTOR CREDIT CO.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 106580
DATED January 11, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13638
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 7, 1996,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
23, 1996, in Book No. 783, at Page
478, and modified on February 2,
2015, In Book No. 1645, At Page 359
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by
John E. Williamson, Jr. and Damita A.
Williamson, conveying certain property
therein described to A. Wilson Wages
as Trustee for American Investment
Mortgage, Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on March 29, 2018
on or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 33 of Idaville Estates Section
C, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Cabinet C, Slide 95, of the
Register’s Office of Tipton County
Tennessee to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 55 Faye Cove,
Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
JOHN E. WILLIAMSON, JR.
DAMITA A. WILLIAMSON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above. In
the event of inclement weather, the
trustee hereby announces that the sale
will be postponed for a period of two
weeks. In such situations, notices
will be mailed to interested parties
of record. W&A No. 143422
DATED January 17, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 2018 Fnn13642
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Kroger’s Bottom
Line Isn’t Ours

T

he decision by Kroger’s Delta
Division to close stores in
Southgate shopping center
and on Lamar Avenue west of
Airways next month is probably based on dollars and cents – millions
of dollars in losses at each store.
But it is also based on priorities Kroger
set several years ago. The front end of that
was more than $100 million in new stores
and renovations. This is the back end of
that: two stores closed on short notice
that leaves a real void in South Memphis.
What this requires is a sound business
approach – short term and long term.
This is not an unanticipated problem
as supermarket chains cluster at key
points in the city.
The grocery and supermarket business has gone from feast to famine several times over. As consumers, we adjust
to those changes. But we can’t let a big
corporation looking at a map of Shelby
County or the Mid-South region call
the shots on where we live or determine
whose community prospers and whose
doesn’t.
That is where the outrage begins in
parts of our city where Memphians with
one foot in the world of financial figures
and one foot in redeeming once-sustainable communities have been toiling for
decades.
Orange Mound and Southgate are
not expendable in our business plan. We
should be able to find the incentives to
recruit a profit-making business to both
of these areas or to a single location that
serves both areas. If there is a way to partner with a short-term solution to keep the
customer base in both areas intact that

could help with the long-term recruiting
of a national chain.
Either way this will be a change for
consumers in both areas.
And drawing any new presence in a
business with a 3-4 percent profit margin
as a starting point will not be easy. Past
experiences in the pursuit of supermarkets
in Soulsville and Binghampton show even
when it works it is difficult and takes time.
But the pursuit isn’t optional.
We know Orange Mound and South
Memphis are essential to our business
plan. The gap between that and Kroger’s
business plan is telling, but something the
Memphis market will ultimately address.
We’ve seen this before in our experience of being dehubbed by Delta Air
Lines.
But this isn’t as simple as areas that
don’t toe a bottom line. The quest for
a grocer to anchor the Frayser Gateway
project at Hollywood and Interstate 240
is based on a retail setting that is tight as
a drum … an almost zero vacancy rate
where no new retail centers have been
built in 30 years.
There is opportunity in areas of this
city that aren’t evident in the proverbial
corporate 50,000 foot view. And cultivating that opportunity is on us.
Too often, corporate priorities center
on shareholders’ expectations for continued profits. Struggling stores are seen as
a line item on a ledger, not a community
anchor or basic necessity.
But Memphis’ stakeholders have different expectations and priorities. And
they don’t include giving up on these
two areas vital to our city’s growing
prosperity.

Using Kids as Chips

DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

THIS ISN’T A GAME, KIDS AREN’T
CHIPS.
As I write this, 9 million low-income
kids in America are at risk of losing their
insurance, primarily because they aren’t
the kids of Congress.
As I write this, 73,000 of those kids are in
Tennessee and funding for their insurance
was allowed to lapse last September and

will only last as long as the reserve funds
currently being exhausted, primarily because they aren’t the kids of the Tennessee
General Assembly.
As I write this, I ask who have we become?
Our Congress is so broken that it can’t
even cross an aisle to protect our children
most at risk. Our values are so twisted that
our legislation now blatantly favors those
with the most at life-threatening cost
to those with the least, and our laws are
bought by those who can pay for the votes.
That used to be a cynical point of view. Now
it’s just an observation.
There is no reasonable explanation for
not permanently funding the Children’s
Health Insurance Program that insures
children in low-income families making
too much for Medicaid – a coverage gap
9 million kids wide nationally and 73,000
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This week in Memphis history:

2008: Former U.S. Sen. Fred Thompson of Tennessee exits the Republican
primary for president after a string of poor finishes in primary and caucus
states, ending with the South Carolina primary, where he finishes third.
Thompson had left his recurring role on “Law and Order” the previous spring
to explore a possible run, then officially announced his candidacy on “The Tonight Show” in June. The presidential bid marks Thompson’s return to politics
following his 1990s prime, in which he had walked away from what looked to
be a slam-dunk bid for governor. But his fundraising never hits the level it’s
supposed to and he has early turnover on his staff. He is out of the race before
the Tennessee primary, in which former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee carries
Shelby County.
The same week Thompson leaves the race, Sen. Hillary Clinton’s campaign
opens its local office in East Memphis, not far from fellow Sen. Barack Obama’s
presidential campaign headquarters.
1958: On the front page of The Daily News, city commissioners approve
buying 21 new automobiles for Memphis Police from Hoehn Chevrolet at
$23,738.40. The commission takes under advisement bids to demolish 11
houses on Success Road and Airways, presumably for airport expansion, and
takes bids on furnishing equipment for the new Fire Station No. 25. The commission also approves rezoning Mitchell Road between Horn Lake Road and
West Horn Lake Road from agricultural to commercial zoning. And the north
side of Chelsea Avenue between Merton and Fairfax streets goes from residential to commercial zoning. The city also makes it final payment of $5,340 for
street striping paint.

1924: On the front page of The Daily News, a fund drive is underway for a set
of chimes at the top of the Columbia Mutual tower. The 22-story skyscraper
on the north side of Court Square is nearing completion. The fund drive had
raised $1,500 of a needed $9,000.
1909: The Tennessee Legislature passes statewide prohibition over the veto
of Gov. Malcolm Patterson. It is to take effect July 1.

kids wide in Tennessee. Congress voted in
December to temporarily fund the CHIP
program through March, but they couldn’t
even get that right since many states will
run out of money this month.
Even if some funding Band-Aid has
been applied by the time you read this,
there is no excuse for taking this to the
brink, forcing states to bleed their reserves,
putting parents through the agony of uncertainty about their children’s coverage.
Any parent of any of those kids will take
no comfort from some detached argument
about budgets and priorities. Any vision of
the future should their children become
sick or already are will not be made any less
terrifying by the views of any political party
or politician. Should any of those parents
lose any child over the lack of insurance
because funding was delayed because of
some perceived political gain, there is no
adequate compensation for that loss and
no forgiveness for those who caused it.
When our son was a little boy, he was
diagnosed with a bleeding disorder. He
became uninsurable, in the same risk pool

as hemophiliacs. He had to go into the
CHIP program in Tennessee, now called
CoverKids. We paid a fortune to insure
him, but we never considered not insuring
him. It was hard, but we made it work. He
was our son.
What we paid wouldn’t be hard for
the parents in CHIP today; it would be
impossible.
Blessedly, our son grew out of the problem without incident, but we were insured
against incident. Today’s CHIP parents
wouldn’t be. I ask any parent, especially
those in Congress and the Tennessee General Assembly, to imagine what that would
be like.
In reply to my earlier question, we are
all the parents of those children and if we
don’t realize that, we have become lost.
I’m a Memphian, and some things
aren’t bargaining chips.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.
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Memphis Animal Services and Memphis Public Libraries will present
the Helping Hands + Helping Paws Volunteer & Support Fair Tuesday, Jan.
23, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., in Meeting Room C at the Benjamin L. Hooks
Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave. Attendees can speak one-on-one
with local animal rescues, shelters, advocacy groups and other nonproﬁts about opportunities to support local animals. Cost is free. Visit
memphislibraries.org.

Playhouse on the Square will present
the regional premiere of “Once” Friday,
Jan. 19, through Feb. 11 at 66 S. Cooper
St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org for
times and tickets.
David Lusk Gallery will host an artist talk
with Jared Small Saturday, Jan. 20, at 11
a.m, at DLG, 97 Tillman St. Small’s exhibition, “Dimension” is on display through
Feb. 3. Visit davidluskgallery.com.
Barnes & Noble Wolfchase will host
a book signing with Dr. Christopher
Knott-Craig, a pediatric cardiac surgeon
and author of the children’s picture book
“The Weird Animal Club,” Saturday, Jan.
20, at 11 a.m. at 2774 N. Germantown
Parkway. The book lets children know
scars are reminders they are special and
that these difference don’t matter when
making friends. For more information,
call 901-386-9445.
Temple Israel presents Robert Klein:
An Evening of Laughter and Music
Saturday, Jan. 20, at 8 p.m. at the Halloran Centre, 225 S. Main St. This special
fundraiser features comedy legend Robert Klein, a founding father of modern
stand-up comedy. Tickets start at $75.
Visit orpheum-memphis.com.
WKNO Gallery Ten Ninety One will host
an artists reception for The Memphis
Camera Club’s “Street Talk” exhibition Sunday, Jan. 21, from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. in the WKNO Digital Media Center,
7151 Cherry Farms Road. The exhibition
is on display through Feb. 14. Call 901458-2521 or visit wkno.org.

The Voices of the South Writing Cabaret will meet Monday, Jan. 22, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at TheatreSouth, 1000 S. Cooper
St. (in the First Congregational Church
basement). Participants receive a writing
prompt and write for an hour, then everyone is given the opportunity to share what
they have written. Cost is free; one drink
minimum. Visit voicesofthesouth.org.
The Orpheum Theatre presents “Finding Neverland” Tuesday through Sunday, Jan. 23-28, at the theater, 203 S.
Main St. The Broadway musical tells the
story behind on of the world’s most beloved characters, Peter Pan. Buy tickets
at orpheum-memphis.com.
Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, Jan.
24, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at Pinot’s Palette, 8225 Dexter Road, suite 103. Shana
Woods from TVA will present “Conserve
Energy in Your Home Through Weatherization.” Cost is free. Visit talkshoppe.com.
Circuit Playhouse will present the
regional premiere of “Perfect Arrangement” Friday, Jan. 26, through
Feb. 18 at 51 S. Cooper St. Visit
playhouseonthesquare.org for times and
tickets.
The Memphis Grizzlies host a Grizzlies
Beer Tasting Night Friday, Jan. 26, from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. before the Grizz play the
Los Angeles Clippers at FedExForum, 191
Beale St. Packages, which start at $42,
include a game ticket, pregame sampling
of microbrews and commemorative pint
glass. Buy tickets at grizzlies.com by
Thursday, Jan. 25.
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ACROSS
1 Fictitious, with
"up"
5 Song and
dance, e.g.
9 Percolate out
14 Agenda entry
15 Had on
16 Even if, briefly
17 "Eh"
18 Holiday carol
19 Handle the food
for a party
20 Forger
22 Brewer's need
24 Low pitch
25 Clock part
27 Fish that swims
upright
29 Follett or Kesey
31 Advocate for
change
33 "Casino Royale"
actress
35 Surgery tool
39 Scare badly
40 Ecstasy
42 Tire feature
43 Go under
44 Like certain
assets
47 Campaign pro
48 Iron-horse driver
51 Four quarters
53 Preserve, in a
way
54 Untamed
56 Cocktail garnish
59 Highway
headache
61 Potting need
63 Grayish
64 Give the slip
65 Bring on board
66 Use a scythe
67 Extend, as a
subscription
68 Start to freeze?
69 Margin
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4
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Appoint
40 BBQ spices
50 Gather bit by bit
Wax theatrical
41 With proficiency 52 Hardly oblivious
Beard on grain
43 Steakhouse
55 Lowdown
Motel offering
choice
57 Lively dance
Turncoat's crime 45 Avant-garde
58 Hunt and peck,
eBay party
46 Obi wearer
e.g.
Resinous
48 Perfume
60 Nave bench
deposit
compound
62 Waikiki welcome
10 Involved
49 Unsophisticated
11 ____ of roses
12 Game with kings
and queens
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
13 Hoops game for
B A S S
S P I T E
S T A Y
two
I
N
C
H
A
R
M
O
R
P A R A
21 Bossy old
D
O
O
R
T
O
P
E
R
A N E W
woman
E N T E R
D O N
O R G A N
23 Tasseled hat
D E S I R A B L E
26 Atoll protector
M O P
H O G T I E D
A M P
28 Biblical wife
A C U T E L Y
L A M I N A R
29 Set aside
R E L O A D
R A T T L E
30 ___ and anon
G A S T R I C
M I S S I L E
32 Tina of "Date
S E A L A N T
C O N
E N E
Night"
H A R B I N G E R
34 Thankfulness
S I S A L
B A H
R E C T O
36 Caught
K A B O B
G L A D
I D E S
unawares
of 1/22/18
I G L O O
A U L D
N E -A 1/28/18
T
37 Week
As a result
N E E D Y
L E E S
G A M Y
38 Casting need
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DOWN
1 Shoot wide
2 Quark's place

6
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For more local and
national news visit
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Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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SEMINAR SERIES
NEWSMAKERS: MEMPHIS
SPORTS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25th
3:30 PM @ Memphis Brooks Museum
Wine & cheese reception to follow
#MEMsports

Bluff City is Sports City: From University of Memphis athletics to the NBA’s Grizzlies, from
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl to AutoZone Park, from college football Saturdays in the SEC to
the annual FedEx St. Jude Classic, this town loves to play. And with multiple sports talk radio
shows to keep the buzz at a fever pitch, sports are in just about every Memphis conversation.

Panelist

Panelist

Mark Alnutt

Darrell Smith

Deputy Athletic Director
University of Memphis

Tournament Director
FedEx St. Jude Classic

Panelist

Peter B. Freund
Owner
Memphis Redbirds

Panelist

Jason Wexler
President of Business
Operations
Memphis Grizzlies

PRESENTED BY THE DAILY
NEWS PUBLISHING CO.

SEATING IS LIMITED – REGISTER ONLINE NOW
seminars.memphisdailynews.com

