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Crowning Moment for Church

Northwest Co. Seeks PILOT
For Distribution Facility
The Northwest Co., an industry leader
in manufacturing “branded home textiles,”
is seeking a 10-year tax abatement from the
Economic Development Growth Engine
for Memphis and Shelby County to open a
distribution facility in southeast Memphis.
Northwest is planning to invest more
than $5 million in a 700,000-square-foot
distribution facility with office space that
will create 25 permanent jobs averaging
$34,250 per year and 150 part-time and
seasonal jobs that would be equivalent to 75
full-time jobs averaging $29,000, according
to the Roslyn, New York-based company’s
Fast Track PILOT application.
If approved, Northwest would save $4.9
million during the course of the decadelong payment-in-lieu-of-taxes plan, while
generating $5.1 million in local tax revenues
for a 1.03 cost-to-benefit ratio.
The EDGE board will review Northwest’s request Wednesday, Jan. 17.
Northwest Co. is known for producing throw blankets and other household
products that are branded with sports and
entertainment properties. Currently, the
company more than 175 employees in five
countries worldwide.
– Patrick Lantrip

Rain and windy weather didn't bother the construction crew that installed a new steeple on First United Methodist Church
Thursday, Jan. 11, at Second Street and Poplar Avenue. It is the second steeple ever installed on the church erected in
1890. The congregation is rebuilding the historic church after an October 2006 fire destroyed it. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

U.S. News: 5 U of M Online
Programs Among the Bestt
The University of Memphis has five

www.thememphisnews.com

January 12-18, 2018 3

weekly digest

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

online academic programs ranked in the
Top 150 in the country by U.S. News &
World Report, including nursing, which is
ranked 15th nationally after climbing 86
spots in the rankings.
The U of M’s five online programs in the
Top 150 include: nursing, No. 15; criminal
justice (graduate), No. 51; MBA, No. 89;
bachelor’s programs, No. 125; and education (graduate), No. 150.
“The launch of U of M Global has increased visibility, led to growth, and has
provided a strategic vehicle to share the
great work being done on our campus,”
said university president M. David Rudd.
Last year, the University of Memphis
had only one online program ranked nationally: nursing at No. 101.
The university also has 19 on-ground
graduate programs ranked nationally by
U.S. News & World Report.
Four of those programs were in the
Top 100: audiology (No. 17), rehabilitation
counseling (No. 21), speech-language pathology (No. 24) and health care management (No. 47).
– Don Wade

Agricenter Seeking Input
For New Master Plan
Agricenter International will gather
public input for its strategic business plan
and conceptual master plan on Jan. 29 from
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Ducks Unlimited’s
headquarters, 1 Waterfowl Way, on the
Agricenter campus.
The master plan will serve as the Agricenter’s guide for the next 20 years of
growth and is funded by a local anonymous
foundation, FedEx Corp., the Shelby County Commission, Agricenter International,
Helena Chemical and Asgrow.
The organization’s long-range goals are
to serve as a hub for agricultural networking and innovation, showcase food and
fiber as a pathway to increased educational
and career opportunities, and promote the
efficacy and commercialization of new
agricultural technologies and practices.
The plan is anticipated to be completed
by May.
– Patrick Lantrip

Fed's Memphis Branch
Makes Board Appointments
The Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
has announced a set of changes to its
Memphis Branch board of directors, effective Jan. 1.
Eric D. Robertson, president of Community LIFT Corp. in Memphis, has been
appointed board chairman. Robertson
initially was appointed to the board in 2016.
Michael E. Cary, president and CEO
of Carroll Bank and Trust in Huntingdon,
Tennessee, and David T. Cochran Jr., partner with CoCo Planting Co. in Avon, Mississippi, have been reappointed to three-year
board terms.
Michael Ugwueke, president and CEO
of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare in
Memphis, has been appointed to a threeyear term on the board.
Also serving on the board are Carolyn
Hardy, president and CEO of Chism Hardy
Investments LLC in Collierville; J. Brice
Fletcher, chairman of First National Bank
of Eastern Arkansas in Forrest City; and Ju-

lianne Goodwin, owner of Express Employment Professionals in Tupelo, Mississippi.
– Andy Meek

2018 Community Book Is
‘The Underground Railroad’
Memphis Reads has selected the “The
Underground Railroad” by New York writer
Colson Whitehead as its 2018 community
read book.
“The Underground Railroad” is a story
about two slaves in the 1800s, Cora and
Caesar, who flee their Georgia plantations
by following the Underground Railroad – a
series of subway tunnels and tracks running beneath portions of the southeastern
United States.
“The Underground Railroad” won the
2017 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, the 2016
National Book Award for Fiction, the Arthur C. Clarke Award and the 2017 Andrew
Carnegie Medal for Excellence.
Longlisted for the 2017 Man Booker
Prize, the novel is both a No. 1 New York
Times bestseller and a 2016 selection on
Oprah’s Book Club list.
Whitehead is also the author of the novels “The Noble Hustle,” “Zone One,” “Sag
Harbor,” “The Intuitionist,” “John Henry
Days” and “Apex Hides the Hurt,” and one
collection of essays, “The Colossus of New
York.” His reviews, essays and fiction have
appeared in a number of publications,
including The New York Times, The New
Yorker, New York Magazine, Harper’s and
Granta.
“We are so honored to celebrate and
study this important and eminently timely
work of literature,” said Karen B. Golightly,
director of Memphis Reads and an associate professor of English at Christian
Brothers University. “Colson’s story is a
profoundly prescient and moving depiction of the historical American South that,
while fictionalized, contains innumerable
lessons for us right here and now. We’re
looking forward to his visits to Memphis
and encourage everyone throughout our
community to join us on this journey.”
Memphis Reads will culminate with
several public readings, book signings
and other events featuring Whitehead.
He will appear at CBU on Sept. 5 and at
Rhodes College on Sept. 6. Information on
other event dates, times and venues will be
forthcoming.
– Daily News staff

TruGreen to Hire 15,000
Before Spring Season
Memphis-based TruGreen, the nation's
leading lawn care company, is actively
searching for qualified candidates to fill
15,000 positions nationwide.
In preparation for its busy spring season, TruGreen is accepting applications
for a variety of seasonal and full-time
positions, including sales, lawn specialists, management, finance, IT, customer
service and call center representatives, the
company announced.
TruGreen offers competitive benefits
including holidays, paid time off, medical,
dental, vision and prescription benefit
plans, and 401(k) participation. The company also offers an incentive and reward
trip each year for qualifying exceptional
employees.

TruGreen also rewards local branches
that achieve the highest customer count
in their region with a donation of $2,000
to a charity of the team's choice. In 2016,
TruGreen donated more than $130,000 to
nonprofits through this program.
Those interested can apply for positions
and coordinate interviews online at jobs.
trugreen.com.
TruGreen is the nation's largest lawn
care company, serving more than 2.3 million residential and commercial customers
across the U.S.
– Daily News staff

Frayser Dump Dropped
By City Council
Memphis City Council members not
only unanimously voted down an expansion of Memphis Wrecking Co.’s construction landfill in Frayser Tuesday, Jan.
9. They followed the vote on the proposal
with approval of a six-month moratorium
on permits and certificates for any new
construction landfills in Memphis.
The expansion, which would have
taken the landfill fronting on U.S. 51
to near Whitney Achievement School,
moved ahead to a vote despite word from
Memphis Wrecking last week that it was
considering alternative sites.
But meetings in those areas, including
Hickory Hill, drew vocal opposition from
residents there.
The moratorium includes landfills on
land already zoned for such a use. The “by

right” use would otherwise not require a
council vote.
Council members also set the stage
Tuesday for a first move toward de-annexing areas of the city, with the first vote
scheduled for Jan. 23.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland said
the effort will begin with a proposed deannexation of two areas: a part of Eads
on the south side of U.S. 64 that has 172
residents in 67 houses, and an uninhabited
flood plain area in southwest Memphis.
The first vote in two weeks would be on
a resolution basically announcing the city’s
intent. A final council vote on the terms of
the de-annexation, including a transition of
services to county government and a settlement of a share of city debt and pension
obligations, would be May 20. Residents
of the areas to be de-annexed would then
have 75 days to formally object to the deannexation.
There is no definite date for the deannexations to take effect.
In other planning and development
items, the council approved a three-lot
subdivision by JBJ Properties LLC on South
Claybrook south of Larkin Avenue and west
of Cleveland Street.
The council set a Jan. 23 public hearing and vote on the Dwell at Shelby Farms
mixed-use development on the north side
of Raleigh Lagrange Road near the dead end
of Trinity Road.
Council members also approved on the
second of three readings a referendum for
the November ballot that would amend the
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city charter to eliminate runoff elections
for single-member district council races.
A vote on third and final reading of a
November referendum that, if approved,
would extend term limits for the mayor and
council members from two to three consecutive terms was delayed for two weeks.
– Bill Dries

Explore Bike Share Hires
Engagement Director
Sara Studdard is the newest staff
member at nonprofit Explore Bike Share.
Studdard had been serving as Explore Bike
Share’s project manager for three years at
DCA, a creative communications consulting firm and driver of Memphis’ bike share
effort.
She will support executive director Trey
Moore across program development, community outreach, marketing, sponsorship
and workplace culture.
“Sara’s passion for and growing expertise in this area are a leading reason why
Explore Bike Share’s strategy stands as the
model for greater Memphis’ community
engagement and the national transit/bike
share industry,” Moore said in a statement.
“She holds knowledge from daily operations to the international transit landscape,
and her extensive partner and programming development is second to none for
our mission and momentum.”
Explore Bike Share is expected to roll
out this spring and eventually have 600
bicycles at 60 stations across the city.

For more local and national news visit www.memphisdailynews.com

Window World Makes
$1M Donation to St. Jude
Exterior remodeling company Window
World has made a $1 million donation to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
The donation commemorates Window
World’s 10th anniversary of giving to St.
Jude. Over the course of the decade-long relationship, Window World has contributed
more than $8 million to St. Jude.
“Our lifesaving work relies on charitable contributions from organizations like
Window World, which help us continue the
groundbreaking research and pioneering
treatment of childhood cancer and other
life-threatening diseases,” Richard Shadyac
Jr., president and CEO of ALSAC, the fundraising and awareness organization for St.
Jude, said in a statement
– Andy Meek

‘I Have a Voice’ Exhibit
To Open in Brownsville

First Tennessee Bank’s parent company has announced more of the steps it’s
taking in the wake of the recently enacted
federal tax reform legislation.
In addition to one-time bonuses the
company paid to more than 4,000 workers
on Jan. 8, First Horizon National Corp. has
pledged to contribute appreciated assets
and cash with current fair values totaling
about $16.5 million to the First Tennessee
Foundation.
In a regulatory filing this week, the
company said it “anticipates that the Tax
Act will favorably impact First Horizon’s
financial results and operations in future
years due to a reduction in the effective
tax rate resulting from the reduced federal
statutory rate.”

The West Tennessee Delta Heritage
Center in Brownsville is kicking off its 20th
anniversary with a new exhibition, “I Have
a Voice: Tennessee’s African-American
Musical Heritage,” opening Friday, Jan.
12. The exhibition, organized by the Tennessee State Museum, gives a snapshot of
Tennessee’s black musical heritage and its
influence on worldwide musical genres.
“Some of the most influential AfricanAmericans that would impact music and
culture around the globe resided here in
Haywood County,” said Sonia OutlawClark, executive director of the center.
“From international, record-setting icon
Tina Turner to the blues pioneer Sleepy
John Estes and many others, we’ve been
preserving and exhibiting the AfricanAmerican heritage for 20 years and are
honored that we are the first museum to
host the ‘I Have a Voice’ exhibition.”
Along with Turner, a Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame inductee, the exhibit features
Tennessee music legends such as B.B. King;
Bessie Smith, nicknamed “Empress of the
Blues”; and Grand Ole Opry star DeFord
Bailey.
Visitors can view YouTube videos of
performers featured in the exhibition on
their smartphones or tablets through the
use of QR-coded links, and educators interested in teaching about Tennessee’s black
musical heritage will be provided with
curriculum-based lessons and activities. “I
Have a Voice” will be on display throughout
Black History Month and close on March 3.

– Andy Meek

– Daily News staff

– Don Wade

First Horizon Takes More
Action Post-Tax Reform

FedEx Express Hosting
Job Fair at World Hub

Lifestyle Brand Unveils
New Name and Mission

FedEx Express will host a job fair Saturday, Jan. 13, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 2874
Business Park Drive, Building D.
Both permanent and part-time positions are available, with pay starting at $13
per hour, a minimum of 17.5 guaranteed
work hours per week, and medical coverage with premiums starting at $6 a month.
Applicants must be at least 18 years old,
be able to lift 75 pounds, bring two forms
of valid identification, and are subject to
a criminal background search and drug
screening. There are no minimum education requirements.

The Memphis-based lifestyle brand
formerly known as Ultimate Foods has
rebranded itself as Soli, with a new name,
look and mission for 2018.
The enterprise is new owner Brown
Dudley’s reimagining of the local mealpreparation company, inspired by his
personal current battle with a rare form
of cancer.
After being told by his doctor that
supplements would be too taxing on his
body during recovery, Dudley turned to
natural, unprocessed foods instead. Soon
after, however, he suffered from meal prep
fatigue. That’s how he discovered Ultimate

– Patrick Lantrip

Foods, and their offering of a variety of
meals he’d otherwise never have created
in his own kitchen.
Within a year, Dudley purchased Ultimate Foods, and soon Soli was born.
Soli offers a full menu of healthy foods
for pickup and delivery from three locations in the Memphis area, as well as free
personalized health coaching. Customers
choose their food based on their specific dietary preferences, such as carb-conscious,
gluten-free or Whole 30.
Soli has locations at 8100 Macon Station
Drive, suite 102, in Cordova; 4750 Poplar
Ave. in East Memphis; and 5338 Goodman
Road, suite 105, in Olive Branch.
– Andy Meek

FedEx Expanding Hub
With New $35.4M Building
Memphis-based FedEx Corp. is preparing to expand operations at its World Hub
at Memphis International Airport.
The shipping company has filed a
building permit application with construction code officials for a $35.4 million new
building at 2333 Sprankle Ave.
The permit for the new building at
FedEx’s Memphis World Hub comes the
same day as the official opening of the
FedEx Shanghai International Express and
Cargo Hub at China’s Shanghai Pudong
International Airport. The 1.4 millionsquare-foot facility is the largest of its kind
at the Shanghai Pudong airport.
More details about the new Memphis
facility were not immediately available.
– Patrick Lantrip

City ‘Mandates’ Changes
To Zoo Parking Plan
The city administration has made
a few changes to a preliminary plan for
expanding Memphis Zoo parking by 415
spaces, but city chief operating officer
Doug McGowen said this week that those
changes do not avoid moving the parking
onto the western and northern borders of
the Overton Park Greensward.
The plan was meant to reconfigure zoo
parking and add 415 spaces to end overflow
parking on the greensward.
The Overton Park Conservancy, Memphis Zoo and city leaders have reviewed the
plan submitted by Powers Hill Design, the
design firm hired by OPC and the zoo. McGowen said in a written statement Monday,
Jan. 8, that the administration “mandated”
several design changes that are now being
incorporated.
The new draft plan should be ready
later this month, according to McGowen.
One piece of the design, a southern loop
for traffic in the parking lot that runs along
a border with the greensward, has drawn
criticism from some grassroots groups
opposed to giving up any part of the green
space for parking.
Some have even posted unofficial alternative designs, created outside Powers
Hill’s work, that would move the loop and
leave the greensward untouched.
McGowen isn’t saying what the administration’s changes are, but he is saying
what they are not.
“It’s also worth noting that there are a
handful of other designs floating around
the internet claiming that the parking

spaces required by the council resolution
can be achieved while staying within the
current footprint of the lot. This, however,
is not possible given the specifics of the
resolution.”
– Bill Dries

Tigers Finish in Top 25 Of
Main College Football Polls
The University of Memphis checked
in at No. 24 in the final Amway Coaches
Poll and at No. 25 in the last Associated
Press Poll.
The Tigers went 10-3 on the season
but lost their last game to Iowa State in
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl. They won the
West Division of the American Athletic
Conference, then lost in double overtime
to Central Florida in the AAC title game.
The Knights finished 13-0, defeated
Auburn in the Peach Bowl, and declared
themselves national champions before
Alabama won the official title Monday,
Jan. 8, in an overtime victory over Georgia.
UCF finished sixth in the last AP poll
and seventh in the final coaches poll.
– Don Wade

Grad Academy Charter
School Closing End of Year
Grad Academy, the charter operator
that contracted with the state-run Achievement School District to take over the old
South Side High at 1880 Prospect St., will
close its South Memphis 9-12 school at
the end of the current academic year. The
charter’s Monday, Jan. 8, announcement
cites the end of the five-year contract with
the ASD.
This is the second charter operator to
leave the Achievement School District.
In October 2016, Gestalt Community
Schools announced it was pulling out of
the two ASD schools it operated in North
Memphis – Humes Prep Academy Middle
and Klondike Prep Academy Elementary –
citing low enrollment. The charter continues to operate its Power Center Academy
schools in Hickory Hill, which are not part
of the ASD.
The local charter group running MLK
Prep High School in Frayser took over at
Humes starting with the current school
year, but no new operator was found for
Klondike.
– Bill Dries

Crosstown Concourse Earns
LEED Platinum Designation
Crosstown Concourse has been awarded Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Platinum certification,
with Crosstown believed to be the largest
such historic adaptive reuse project anywhere to win this certification.
“Through extensive research regarding
Crosstown Concourse’s size and scope,
we believe this correctly qualifies the
title as the largest historic adaptive reuse
LEED Building Design and Construction
Platinum project in the world,” said Tony
Pellicciotti, principal at Looney Ricks Kiss,
Crosstown Concourse’s architect.
LEED is the most widely used global
green building rating system. Through a
point-based system created by the U.S.
Green Building Council, projects can earn
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one of four LEED rating levels – Certified,
Silver, Gold or Platinum.
Those designations are given across
the categories of Building Design and
Construction, Interior Design and Construction, Building Operations and Maintenance, Neighborhood Development,
and Homes.
The $200 million redevelopment of
the 1.5 million-square-foot former Sears
Crosstown building created a vertical urban
village with residential, retail, commercial,
education and health care components.
In developing the project, Memphisbased engineering firm OGCB, which
specializes in energy efficiency, and general
contractor Grinder, Taber & Grinder Inc.
led the removal of 54 million pounds of
concrete and 10 million pounds of metal.
One result of this effort was the creation
of atriums with natural light permeating
throughout.
Looney Ricks Kiss (LRK) was tapped
by the Crosstown development team as
the architect in association with DIALOG.
“We are all the beneficiaries of this effort,” said Todd Richardson, co-leader of
Crosstown Concourse. “This achievement
recognizes an organic Memphis development driven by a collective of visionary
private-sector hometown entities who
locked arms because they wanted to be
‘better together’ and, in the process, created the world’s largest LEED Platinumcertified historic adaptive reuse building.
That’s pretty special.”
– Andy Meek

ALCO Planning $12 Million
In Apartment Renovations
Memphis-based affordable housing
management company ALCO Management Inc. has announced $12 million in
renovations to three of its properties across
the Southeast.
Two of the properties set for renovation are in Kentucky: the Carter Court
Apartments in Tompkinsville and Tree
Top Apartments in Edmonton. The two
projects, which will include the addition
of washer-dryer hookups and the replacement of bathroom, kitchen, electrical and
HVAC systems, will total around $6 million.
In addition, ALCO plans to seek financing later this year for a $6 million
renovation of Spring Valley Apartments,
a community it recently acquired in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
“Acquisitions and renovations are a
large part of the work we do in affordable
housing,” ALCO vice president of development Berkeley Burbank said in release.
“We feel that preserving existing affordable
housing is important and makes a difference to the health and well-being of the
families that call our properties home.”
– Patrick Lantrip

Crosstown High Pulls
$4M Permit for New Gym
Crosstown High, a charter school slated
to occupy the northeast side of Crosstown
Concourse, has filed a $4 million building
permit application for a new gym.

The new high school, which is scheduled to open in August, began its buildout
last September, when it filed a $4.1 million
building permit application at its 1365
Tower Ave. location.
Once open, the first class will consist of
500 freshmen, with additional grades being
added each year.
The charter school will offer a unique
approach to education that will include
students being taught by teams of teachers
and participating in a 90-minute “project
period” that involves partnering with other
Crosstown Concourse tenants – including
Methodist Healthcare, St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital and several retail businesses – for class projects.

not guilty and remains in the Shelby County
jail.

– Patrick Lantrip

– Andy Meek

– The Associated Press/Daily News staff

Old Dominick Distillery
Launching Music Series
Old Dominick Distillery, at 305 S. Front
St., is launching a music series this month.
The event is called the Pure Memphis
Music series. A friends and family preview
night is set for Jan. 18, and the listening
room series will take place in the distillery’s
upstairs event space.
The first concert will be held Jan. 25,
and they’ll be held the second and fourth
Thursday of each month going forward.

Lorenzen Wright’s Ex-Wife
Agrees to Face Charges

Florida Developers Plan
$23M Retirement Facility

The ex-wife of former University of
Memphis and NBA player Lorenzen Wright
will not fight authorities’ attempt to send
her from California to Tennessee, where
she’s charged with killing him nearly eight
years ago.
The Desert Sun newspaper reports that
Sherra Wright briefly appeared in Riverside
County Superior Court on Monday, Jan. 8,
and agreed to go back to Tennessee to face
first-degree murder charges. Authorities
now have 30 days to bring her to Memphis.
Billy R. Turner, 46, of Collierville also
has been charged with first-degree murder
in Lorenzen Wright’s death. He has pleaded

Vero Beach, Florida-based Harbor Retirement Associates has filed a $23.2 million
building permit application with the Office
of Construction Code Enforcement to build
a new senior living facility in East Memphis.
HRA is planning a 123-unit, three-story
“assisted living and memory care community” at 6300 Briarcrest Ave., according the
building permit application.
Lakewood, Colorado-based Catamount
Constructors Inc. is listed as the contractor
on the permit application, while McClure
Engineering and Rosemann & Associates
will handle the design work.
– Patrick Lantrip

MARK THE DATES
IT’S TIME TO ROLL!

FEBRUARY 17-18 • FEBRUARY 24-25, 2018
Round up your friends and coworkers, and reserve your lane
today for Junior Achievement’s 33rd annual bowl-a-thon, our
largest fundraiser of the year. Make a difference in the lives
of our community’s youth while having a great time!

Register now! Call 901.366.7800
or visit Bowlathon.com.
made possible by event sponsors
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Orion, LEO Events
Cleared to Buy Portions
Of Bakery Development
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The Center City Revenue Finance Corp.
approved a trio of sales on Tuesday, Jan.
9, including two involving the $73 million
Bakery Development in the Medical District
and the Beale Street Hampton Inn.
Most notably was Orion Federal Credit
Union’s request to purchase the site of
their future corporate headquarters at 400
Monroe Ave. from the site’s developer, PKG
Properties.
Since the CCRFC approved a 20-year tax
incentive to help offset construction costs
for PKG Properties in August, Orion had to
seek a partial assignment from the board, an
affiliate entity of the Downtown Memphis
Commission.
“Two of the users have wanted to own
the property that they are going to be using,
rather than leasing,” CCRFC attorney James
McLaren said Tuesday at the CCRFC meeting.
Orion had to seek an assignment because CCRFC policy dictates that if a project
is assigned before the PILOT lease closes,
the applicant must go before the CCRFC
board, McLaren explained.
“Because it was graded as one project, the
condition in your approval, is that the whole
entire project has to close by Dec. 31, 2018,”
McLaren added.
If it does close by that time, the CCRFC
will have an opportunity to reevaluate the
PILOT.
CBRE executive vice president Kevin
Adams spoke on behalf of Orion FCU about
the growing company’s desire to purchase
an additional portion of the project for their
headquarters.
“They’re already growing so fast, they decided the (nearby) Cadillac Building needs to
be a part of their office space as well,” Adams
said. “They were thinking about making it
commercial space, but right now the thinking
is that it will not be commercial space, it will
be office space for (Orion).”
Also seeking to purchase their portion
of the mixed-use Bakery Development is
LEO Events.
“LEO Events is Kevin and Cindy Brewer,

they are in the event planning business, they
work with a lot of national companies,” Adams, who also represented LEO, said. “They
have really grown into a successful company
here in Memphis.”
For its partial assignment, LEO, which
also operates an office in Nashville, was
looking to purchase 407 and 411 Monroe
Ave. for their new headquarters.
“They have been renting space for years
on the south side of Downtown, and this
was an opportunity they saw to potentially
help them grow their business and own
something,” Adams said.
In total, the $73 million mixed-used
Bakery Development project consists of
86 upscale multifamily units, a 480-space
parking garage and 150,000 square feet of
office and retail space spread out across
five parcels centered on the former Wonder
Bread factory on Monroe Avenue.
In other business Tuesday, the CCRFC
approved Richmond, Virginia-based Apple
Hospitality REIT’s lease assignment request
to complete the purchase of the Hampton Inn & Suites Memphis – Beale Street,
prominently located at 175 Peabody Place
in Downtown Memphis.
According to a letter sent to Downtown
Memphis Commission president Jennifer
Oswalt, Apple and the hotel’s current owners, Cary Watermark Investors, entered into
a purchase and sale agreement on Dec.
22, 2017, which had to be approved by the
CCRFC on or before Feb. 5, 2018.
The expectation is that Apple will continue to operate the property as the Hampton
Inn & Suites Memphis – Beale Street after the
assignment of the lease by Cary Watermark
Investors to Apple, according to a letter from
David Buckley, Apple executive vice president and chief legal officer.
Apple is currently in discussions with
third-party hotel management companies regarding management of the property, including the current hotel manager, Buckley said.
Apple Hospitality REIT has a portfolio of
239 hotels, with about 30,300 guest rooms in
34 states. Apple’s wholly-owned subsidiary,
Apple Nine Hospitality Ownership Inc., will
take over official ownership of the hotel.
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Alumni901 Effort Works To
Connect Candidates and Jobs
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

One of the most-clicked pages on the
Choose901 website is “Jobs of the Week,”
which in recent days listed open positions
like a marketing manager for the Memphis Redbirds and a recruiting manager
for Youth Villages, among others.
Along those same lines, the Choose901
team – which pursues a pro-Memphis
mission through everything from positive
media to talent recruitment – also keeps
hearing from organizations that they
need talent and new workers but don’t
always know where to find them.
Enter Alumni901, a new Choose901
pilot program that’s been launched to
connect alumni of four Memphis-area
schools to employers in the city, and
hopefully job opportunities.
The four schools are New Hope
Christian Academy, Collegiate School
of Memphis, Soulsville Charter School
and St. George’s. The ambition is to
eventually go beyond that first pool of
institutions, but Luke Pruett, recruiting
director at Choose901’s parent organization City Leadership, said the idea was to
start there because the infrastructure is
already there at those four.
“We’ve partnered with schools that
already have the capabilities set up to
care for their alumni,” he said. “They
have people on the ground in the school
who are tracking data related to where
their alumni are and who are maintaining
relationships with them. “What we want
to come in and do is encourage them to
choose Memphis with their future and
hopefully over time expedite the process
of them getting into their chosen career
field.”
Alumni901 hosted a networking
dinner recently at Clayborn Temple to
connect alumni and representatives of
a range of employers, from Nike Inc. to
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital. In all,
about 20 organizations and 100 alumni
took part, before heading to a Memphis
Grizzlies game together.
The new effort is meant to address
both a disconnect between job applicants
and employers and to push back against
some lingering misperceptions about
the city, Pruett and other staffers say. He
points, for example, to national data that
indicates widespread increases in ACT
scores and college admittance and an
increased level of achievement out of urban students from low-income families.
Choose901 staffers, who do a lot of
work outside the city recruiting and selling people on the benefits of choosing
Memphis, say they run into an assump-

Jessica Hardy, left, and Timothy Gibson, center, greet attendees at a recent Alumni901 networking dinner held at Clayborn
Temple.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“

We want to build community
between these employers
and the alumni, because
there’s no connection point
between them. They don’t
know about each other.
That’s where Alumni901
comes in.”
–Joi Taylor, City Leadership’s alumni coordinator.

Employers and job seekers at a recent Alumni901 dinner at Clayborn Temple Downtown interact with each other.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

tion that there’s a scarcity of jobs in
Memphis.
“We’re trying to find these alumni
jobs and keep them here,” says Joi Taylor,
City Leadership’s alumni coordinator.
“We want to build community between
these employers and the alumni, because
there’s no connection point between

them. They don’t know about each other.
That’s where Alumni901 comes in.”
The pilot program is still new, so
the organization is hoping to see by this
summer that it’s begun to make a dent
in addressing the mismatch between job
applicants and employers with positions
to fill.

New staffers are also being brought on
to help formalize and grow the Alumni901
effort.
“I think we have an opportunity to
sort of open up people’s minds about who
they think is an ideal candidate for a job,”
said Lisa Williams, who handles public
relations for Choose901/City Leadership.
“I think there’s an opportunity to expose
them to talent they don’t know about.
We have people who, with the right investment and right training, could be a
really good fit.”
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Vintage901 Wine Festival Returns in March

Vintage901, a food and wine festival that launched in Memphis last
year, is returning to the city in March, with proceeds to benefit the
Women’s Foundation for a Greater Memphis.
(Submitted)
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

A three-day wine festival is
returning to Memphis in March,
building on its inaugural offering last year and again steering
proceeds to the Women’s Foundation for a Greater Memphis.

Vintage901 is set for March
2-4 as a celebration for wine
lovers, foodies and music enthusiasts from across the region.
Each of the three days will offer
its own unique wine experience.
Festival organizer Stephanie
Ferreira had dreamed about
hosting such an event in Memphis for a few years before its

launch in 2017. She helped
organize a team of small businesses and other help to pull
off Vintage901 also partly as a
result of attending other such
wine events outside of Memphis
and wanting to be involved in
one here.
“We have a passion for this,”
she said. “There’s a group of us,
about five women. We want to
do things that will be helpful to
other people. So the Women’s
Foundation was definitely the
group we wanted to partner
with.
“I would like everyone to be
a part of this. That’s what Vintage901 is about. This is about
Memphis. I think it’s intentional
to do this type of event here, for
us to be able to come together.”
As far as what’s on tap this
year, a Grand Tasting is set to be
held Friday, March 2, at Crosstown Concourse. It will entail
an evening of wine tastings
prepared by the festival’s Grand
Sommelier, Laurie Forster, a
leading wine expert and author
of the book “The Sipping Point:

A Crash Course in Wine.”
Tickets for that portion of the
festival cost $65 and will be available at the door. For anyone who
wants to buy a ticket to the whole
three-day affair, passes for those
cost $315 through Jan. 26 – with
the code EARLYPASS – and then
$375 in advance of the event.
On Saturday, March 3, meanwhile, a “Perfect Pairings” event
will be held at Memphis College
of Art. Attendees will get to experience a four-course dinner
from local chef Kelly English.
Forster also will pair two wines
with each course, and tickets for
that are $250 in advance.
The festival, English said, “is
a great event that shows off some
incredible parts of our city and
lets us show some creativity to
a larger group in a tasting menu
situation that we would never
get to do.”
The “Sparkling Brunch” set
for Sunday, March 3, at the
FedEx Event Center at Shelby
Farms Park will close out the
event with a brunch pairing of
wines chosen by Forster. Tickets

to that are $85 in advance.
About 650 people attended
the festival last year. And the
demographic is wide-ranging,
with the audience encompassing everyone from millennials
and young professionals to older
foodies and wine aficionados.
The event’s return also underscores the visibility of food
culture in the city, which also
hosted a similar event – the
second annual Memphis Food
& Wine Festival – at Memphis
Botanic Garden in October.
For Ferreira, the upcoming
wine festival is about celebrating community, while enjoying
abundant food and drink.
“We changed up the days
this year, and our venues are
different to give the attendees an
opportunity to go into different
places, atmospheres and environments,” Ferreira said. “This
is a wonderful cultural festival of
food and wine and being social,
and I think the best of Memphis
coming together. In the way that
we would want Memphians to
come together.”

ARTS

Lamar Avenue Mural
Draws Council Contempt

Negative
reaction
from nearby
residents and
City Council
members to
images on
certain murals
painted around
Memphis may
result in them
getting painted
over.

BILL DRIES

granted, his crews could paint over the
murals in 30 days unless they are removed sooner by property owners.
But Golightly said the murals are not
The state’s largest collaborative mural graffiti as described in state laws for the
might be missing a few panels soon after removal of graffiti. And she defended the
a City Hall showdown Tuesday, Jan. 9, images of zombies and skeletons.
“I also can’t really argue much about
between the head of Paint Memphis and
City Council members upset by the im- the subjective nature of art,” she said.
“What some people will like
ages on Lamar Avenue near
other people will not.”
Willett Street.
She urged those critical of
The discussion with
the Lamar project to view the
Karen Golightly ended with
entire 33,000 square feet of
council chairman Berlin
images and not focus on one
Boyd starting an email to
or two panels.
the city Public Works DiviShe also said there was
sion requesting the removal
community input, which Stoy
of several images council
Bailey, a long time neighbormembers say are graffiti.
hood activist in the area, flatly
“We need to do whatever
KAREN GOLIGHTLY
denied.
we need to do to get rid of
“It’s a neighborhood,” he
the skeleton with a bucket
said. “It’s not a showcase for
of candy – that’s offensive,”
Boyd said of an image on a flood wall on this kind of garbage.”
Council member Jamita Swearengen,
Chelsea Avenue as well as some of the
images on public and private space on whose council district includes the area,
was also critical as she showed slides,
Lamar.
“We will have an email drafted by the including one critics have described as a
end of the day. … We want to see those large zombie on a building front.
“That’s on Lamar and that’s what the
murals removed.”
Public Works director Robert Knecht kids are looking at as they go to and from
said he will consider the request and if school,” Swearengen said. “There are two

bdries@memphisdailynews.com

(Memphis News/Houston
Cofield)

churches within maybe 50 feet of that
mural. There’s a service station across
the street where people pump gas. This
is what we are looking at in our historic
African-American neighborhood with a
school down the street. This is Elvis Presley with a snake coming out of his mouth.
Do they have that in Whitehaven? Do they
have that around Graceland?”
Golightly said there are guidelines for
the images.
“There are no pornographic, lewd,
racist image or profanity. There’s no gang
or drug imagery,” she said. “We really
wanted to show the diversity not only
of the people of the city but also the art
and all of the different ways people can
express themselves.”
But Boyd said residents in the area
have complained loudly and often
about the images that he argues can be
interpreted as “your whole community
is demonic or you guys are demons. Or

the only thing that is going to come out
of your community is death.”
“Words and images are power,” Boyd
said. “We need to paint hope. We need to
give inspiration to the community, not
something negative.”
As that public art controversy swelled,
an earlier controversy appeared to subside.
The council gave final approval Tuesday to new ground rules for the artists
selected by the UrbanArt Commission
for other public art projects. The changes
in the ordinance came after council
members said last year more local artists
should be used and those living in communities where the art is planned should
be consulted more.
The council withheld city funding
critical to the UrbanArt Commission as
the new rules were discussed and drafted.
The council is expected to vote in two
weeks on a restoration of the city funding.
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THE LANE AHEAD
Trey Moore comes home to tackle challenge of launching Explore Bike Share
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

His first vision, Trey Moore says, was
to become a “film and video type guy.” He
had graduated Southaven High School,
earned a communications degree at
Memphis State, but didn’t have designs
on going all-Hollywood.
Yet he was still fascinated by using a
camera to build a narrative.
“I don’t know what I had ambitions
for,” said Moore, who was recently hired
as Explore Bike Share’s executive director.
“But it was a cool medium. I think I wanted
to be Ken Burns before we knew who Ken
Burns was.”
But Moore, 53, did not become a documentary filmmaker. Although he never
planned for it, he followed in his father’s
footsteps and went to work for the Boy
Scouts when he was 25 and married with
two young sons (he now has four children).
“Back in our day we weren’t looking
to change the world through social and
nonprofit means,” Moore said. “At some
point, I just needed a job.”
The job blossomed into a nonprofit
career.
Explore Bike Share is, well, a different
spoke in the nonprofit wheel. But looking
back, Moore believes all the other positions were good preparation and even fit
with his first goal of being a documentary
filmmaker.
“What it did was help me learn to
tell a story,” he said. “And that’s been an
important skill working in nonprofits, to
learn to tell a story to stakeholders and
constituents, something that’s compelling
and drives people to action.”
When he started with the Boy Scouts
his first territory was in Crittenden County,
Arkansas. He was working with politicians,
school officials and pastors, learning how
to make connections with people at the
forefront of shaping their communities.
After 11 years with the Boy Scouts,
he was the first and only employee for a
nonprofit startup: the Memphis Youth
Performing Arts Association. That fit with
his music background; he played drums
in Memphis in the Mighty Sound of the
South band.
“No longer in existence,” he said of the
startup that made it five years. “We gave
it a good shot.”
From there he joined the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation for another five-year
stint. Then the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation for two years, then five years
running the chapter in Atlanta.
Career-wise, it was a good move.
“But we didn’t necessarily connect
with Atlanta,” Moore said. “And the commute was horrible.”
A recreational bike rider, he stumbled
across Explore Bike Share on social media
and started keeping tabs. When he learned
they were seeking an executive director in
Memphis, he reached out.

Trey Moore is the director of Explore Bike Share, a nonprofit seeking to promote cycling culture in Memphis through the installation of bike rental stations throughout the city.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
Now that he’s here and on board, he’s
leading a team aiming at a spring launch
and eventually a total of 600 bicycles at
60 stations inside the city’s Interstate-240
loop.
“We have an internal date we’re working against, but we’re giving ourselves
a little latitude in not publicizing that,”
Moore said.

“

This project opens the door
for connectivity throughout
Downtown – from our
Tennessee Brewery front
door to a Grizzlies home
game – and with the larger
city of Memphis.”
–Benjamin Orgel,
Explore Bike Share capital contributor

“This project opens the door for connectivity throughout Downtown – from our
Tennessee Brewery front door to a Grizzlies
home game – and with the larger city of
Memphis,” said Benjamin Orgel, a capital
contributor to Explore Bike Share along
with his father, Billy Orgel, and business
partners Adam Slovis and Tom Marsh.

Benjamin Orgel believes it is “crucial”
that Memphis support additional transportation options however possible.
Bike share programs exist all over the
country with varying degrees of success.
Atlanta has one, but Moore says he never
used it because there were no service
areas near his home and office.
While Moore points to cities such
as New York and Washington, D.C., as
places where bike share programs are
robust, those cities are ideally suited to
bike sharing; there is volume to their need
for alternative transportation means.
Other cities are trying to figure out to
make a bike sharing program attractive to
residents who probably will continue to
use their cars for daily commutes, while
also learning how to engage with parts of
the community that could immediately
benefit from regular and affordable access to bicycles.
A challenge to make it work here?
“It will be,” Moore said. “And in sort of
a sadistic kind of way, that’s an attractive
part of this position for me.
“What’s going to be necessary is a lot
of community education. Grassroots. In
the neighborhoods. Talking and explaining to the residents, business owners,
students, how they can benefit. It’s getting comfortable, taking that initial ride.
Anyone who hasn’t taken the subway before is a little apprehensive the first time
they do it. But then once you’ve done it
and kind of know how the system works,
then it becomes easy and a no-brainer.
“I don’t want to be the Segway of

transportation where people assume it’s
for people visiting the city,” Moore said.
“Because it’s not. That’s a byproduct of
visitors seeing Memphians using it.
“Even for those of us who may not get
on bikes, we will take pride in our bike
lanes being utilized more. I’m hopeful
the entire city will see it as an amenity
for all of us.”

For more local and
national news visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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Two New Distribution Facilities in the Works
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

2481 APPLING ROAD
MEMPHIS, TN 38133
OWNER: Earth Ventures
TENANT: Certifit Inc.
DETAILS: Salt Lake City, Utah-based
aftermarket auto body parts distributer
Certifit Inc. is planning to construct a
604,800-square-foot distribution facility
at the southwest corner of Appling and
Reese roads.
The 57-acre site in northeast Memphis
has nearly an acre of wetlands feeding
into Fletcher Creek, which runs east-towest along the north side of Interstate 40
before eventually joining the Wolf River.
The developers are working with state
conservation officials to mitigate damages and compensate for the development’s environmental impact.
The project will include parking areas
for employees, a newly constructed access road and scenic walking trail.
To offset any disturbances, Certifit is
proposing the creation of 7.55 acres of
new wetlands. It is basing this amount
on a similar permit for the site that was
issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Tennessee Department of

Environment and Conservation in 1997
for a project that never came to fruition.
“Despite the fact that the mitigation
was developed, planted, monitored for
several years with reports forwarded to
both the Corps and TDEC, and deemed
successful, the property itself was never
filled and developed until the current
proposal,” Tim Brophy, president of
Brophy-Heineke & Associates Inc. said
in a letter of intent. “Thus, the existing
and successful on-site wetland mitigation is being offered to compensate for
current proposed wetland impact of
0.894 acres.”
Brophy said the majority of the wetlands located on the site, excluding the
0.894 acres, will remain untouched.
Additionally, 1,264 linear feet of an intermittent channel will be filled to make
way for the parking lot and detention
basin.
Currently, the developers are planning
a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
and said that no work will be initiated
until the proper construction permits
have been submitted.
0 TCHULAHOMA ROAD
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
SALE AMOUNT: $1.6 million
SALE DATE: Dec. 28, 2017

Hosted by ERIC BARNES, publisher of The Memphis Daily News.
Each week Barnes delves into major stories in Memphis and the
region with local journalists, business executives, community
leaders, and politicians, as well as journalists analyzing the major
stories from the Memphis area.

Guests on past shows have included Mayor Jim Strickland,
Mayor Mark Luttrell, Governor Bill Haslam, members of the
Memphis City Council, the Shelby County Commission and
local school boards, as well as executives from major Memphis
companies and leaders from organizations such as MIFA, EDGE,
the Urban Land Institute, and many more.

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Channel 10

Map data ©2018 Google

Certifit
Inc.

BUYER: DHL Supply Chain
SELLER: Belz Enterprises
DETAILS: DHL Supply Chain has purchased a 55-acre tract of vacant land in
southeast Memphis from Belz Enterprises for more than $1.6 million.
Morris Thomas signed the deed on
behalf of the sellers, according to documents filed with the Shelby County
Register of Deeds on Dec. 28.
The sale paves the way for DHL to
construct a distribution facility east of
Tchulahoma Road and west of Meltech
Boulevard on the northern border of the
state line.
The Daily News first reported news of
the proposed 580,000-square-foot distribution facility in September.
Plans for the proposed DHL site call also
for 405,000 square feet of paved areas
that will include 150 car parking stalls
and 66 trailer parking stalls, according
to a copy of the blueprints obtained by
The Daily News.
DHL was also considering two other
properties for the distribution center
project at 5121 Malone Road and 2121 E.
Raines Road.
The project will be located less than a
mile from Amazon’s new $72 million,
615,440-square-foot receive center at
3292 Holmes Road.
GETWELL AND GOODMAN ROADS
SOUTHAVEN, MS 38672
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 2, 2018
OWNER: Lifestyle Communities LLC
TENANT: Silo Square
ARCHITECT: Dalhoff Thomas design
studio
DETAILS: The Southaven Board of
Aldermen has approved developer Brian
Hill’s ambitious plan for a 228-acre
mixed-use development called Silo
Square in the heart of DeSoto County.
Hill’s company, Lifestyle Communities
LLC, submitted the request to rezone
the land on the west side of Getwell
Road between Goodman and Nail roads
from agricultural to mixed use at the
board’s Tuesday, Jan. 2, meeting.
According to Hill’s outline plan, the
office, commercial and mixed-use

buildings will be located on 56 acres on
the east side of the development along
Getwell Road, while 108 acres of residential development will be located on
the interior of the site and continue west
to Tchulahoma Road.
The remaining 64 acres will be utilized
as common open space.
The single-family residential areas will
include both front- and rear-loaded
lots ranging in size from 6,000 to 15,000
square feet, according to the project’s
letter of intent.
“Additionally, 128 loft units will offer a
highly desired residential product missing from the existing market,” Henry
Minor of Dalhoff Thomas design studio
wrote in the letter of intent. “These lofts
with an associated clubhouse and pool
area will appeal to those individuals
who don’t want the burden of maintaining a home and yard but still want the
amenities associated with a quaint,
walkable neighborhood.”
Representing almost 30 percent of the
entire project, other features of the public spaces will include wooded areas,
lakes, trail systems and parks.
6300 BRIARCREST AVE.
MEMPHIS, TN 38120
PERMIT AMOUNT: $23.2 million
APPLICATION DATE: Jan. 3, 2018
OWNER: Harbor Retirement Associates
ARCHITECT: Rosemann & Associates
ENGINEER: McClure Engineering
CONTRACTOR: Catamount Constructors Inc.
DETAILS: Vero Beach, Florida-based
Harbor Retirement Associates has filed
a $23.2 million building permit application with the Office of Construction
Code Enforcement to build a new senior
living facility in East Memphis.
According the building permit application, HRA is planning a 123-unit, threestory “assisted living and memory care
community” at 6300 Briarcrest Ave.
Lakewood, Colorado-based Catamount
Constructors Inc. is listed as the contractor on the permit application, while
McClure Engineering and Rosemann &
Associates will handle the design work.
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GETTING SHOVEL READY
Tennessee gubernatorial candidates pledge to finish megasite
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Candidates for various state-level offices up for grabs in the 2018 elections
used the Southwest Tennessee Development District’s annual legislative luncheon in Jackson, Tennessee, last week
to share their West Tennessee-centric
campaign promises.
Among them were gubernatorial candidates Bill Lee, Diane Black, Mae Beavers
and Craig Fitzhugh, who all gave their
thoughts on one of the region’s largest
developments – the Memphis Regional
Megasite.
Lee, a Middle Tennessee businessman,
spoke of the need for a “critical path” to
be established for the site.
“The critical path tells you everything
that has to happen for that project to be
open on the day that you want it to open,”
said Lee, whose family’s construction
company is currently working on the
45-story, 505 Building of luxury penthouses in Downtown Nashville.
Lee likened West Tennessee to his
company, which is made up of different
divisions, by saying that if one those divisions is struggling, then the company
would divert resources to help them catch
up.
“I’ve traveled all across this state and
one thing I’ve heard over and over again
is that West Tennessee draws the short
stick when it comes to commitment and
investment and understanding of what
needs to be done,” Lee said. “I feel that way
about the state of Tennessee. I’ve come to
believe that there is going to have to be a
dedicated commitment to the property of
this region if we actually want Tennessee
to lead the nation economically.”
U.S. Rep. Diane Black said she was in
the state Legislature when the idea of the
megasite first came up.
“I remember the conversations that
went on, and for years I heard about the
megasite being shovel ready,” she said.

Middle Tennessee businessman Bill Lee said there needs to be a dedicated commitment to land in West Tennessee so it is not on the
(Memphis News/Patrick Lantrip)
short end of the economic development stick. 
“I was frankly very surprised recently to
find out that as Toyota-Nissan came into
to look at the site that it was not shovel
ready.”
She said that has made it a waste of
taxpayer money.
“I’m going to commit to you today,
that if I’m the next governor of this state,
that the megasite will be completed so we
can attract more business into the state
so we can get economic development
in an area that is critical and needs it,”
Black said.
State Sen. Mae Beavers said state officials need to be held accountable.
“We need to make sure that we have
accountability,” Beavers said. “When the

Department of Economic and Community
Development recommends that we invest
in something like the megasite, they need
to know what they are doing. They need
to know that it’s not going to be shovel
ready.”
Both Beavers and Black said vocational
and technical schools need to ensure a
trained workforce is in place for when the
megasite is completed.
“Not everyone is interested in going to
college,” Beavers said. “There are lots of
things that we can train people to do and
they can make really good money, so we
need to pursue those.”
State Rep. Craig Fitzhugh said he has
been working to make the megasite a real-

ity for years.
“It’s frustrating,” Fitzhugh said. “I’d
say that the biggest moral failure in the
Legislature since I’ve been there is the
failure to expand Medicaid – the biggest
frustration has been the West Tennessee
Megasite. Because it is a good site, there
are still automotive and other manufacturers who will come here, we’ve just got
to finish it.”
Like other candidates, Fitzhugh
pledged to make the megasite shovel
ready if he is elected governor.
“If I’m elected governor we will not
only finish it, we will put some jobs in
that site so West Tennessee can move
forward,” he said.

TRASHING ONE EGG WASTES
55 GALLONS OF WATER
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Companies Boost Wages, More Post-Tax Reform

President Donald Trump speaks on the South Lawn of the White
House after Congress passed the Republican-sponsored 'Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act' on Dec. 20, 2017. 
(Alex Edelman/AP Images)
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Dozens of companies, many
with ties to Memphis, have
pledged a series of actions that
include one-time employee bonuses, charitable spending and
401(k) contribution increases,
among other steps, in response
to savings they expect to see from
recently enacted Republican tax
cuts.
Regions Financial Corp., one

of the top financial institutions in
the metro Memphis banking market as ranked by deposit share,
is one of the latest additions to
that list of companies, which also
includes First Horizon National
Corp., FedEx Corp. and SunTrust
Banks Inc. Pointing in recent days
to savings its expects to see from
the federal tax reform legislation,
Regions has pledged an increase
in its minimum wage to $15 by the
end of 2018 – a step that benefits

about 25 percent of its workforce.
Other steps include contributing $40 million to the company’s charitable foundation to
support initiatives like financial
education, job training, economic
development and affordable
housing. Regions also plans to
boost capital spending by about
$100 million over 2017 to invest
in facilities, technology, product
innovations and service.
Regions decided to pledge
those actions, according to chairman and CEO Grayson Hall,
because “we understand that the
growth of our company is based
on the economic vitality of the
communities where we do business.”
It’s a similar conclusion that
companies from across the corporate spectrum have likewise
reached.
SunTrust Banks has pledged
to commit $50 million in additional community grants to national and local financial well-being efforts. Like Regions, SunTrust
is also enacting a minimum wage
increase to $15 an hour, as well
as merit-based pay increases for
about 20 percent of its workforce;
a 1 percent 401(k) contribution to

retirement savings for all workers,
in addition to the company’s 6
percent match opportunity; and
a $1,000 financial incentive for all
workers who complete SunTrust’s
Momentum onUp financial fitness program.
FedEx executives told analysts
during an earnings call in December that the Memphis-based
package delivery company would
hire more workers and raise its
capital spending upon passage of
the tax reform legislation.
And First Tennessee Bank’s
parent company said it will pay
$1,000 bonuses to workers this
month, with CEO Bryan Jordan
citing the company’s performance and the “recent tax reform
efforts that we believe will benefit
First Horizon.”
These companies join others like Southwest Airlines and
TV broadcaster Sinclair, both of
which likewise pledged one-time
$1,000 employee bonuses.
According to John Phillips,
chief investment officer for Red
Door Wealth Management in
Memphis, steps like these are
what to expect out of the tax reform legislation.
The legislation, he told The

Daily News, largely represented
a corporate tax cut – which is
permanent – and not necessarily
a big individual tax cut, with those
expiring after 2025.
“It will be interesting to see
what corporations do with the
potential savings, whether it's
increase wages, invest in new
projects, buy back stock or retire
debt,” he said.
David Waddell, president,
CEO and chief investment strategist with Waddell & Associates,
said he thinks the legislation will
boost public company earnings
5 percent to 10 percent based on
current fundamentals.
“The stock market is quickly
repricing to acknowledge this,”
Waddell said. “With labor markets
tight, corporations will spend aggressively on capital stock, meaning more productivity within the
economy.
“In addition to additional
investments, nearly 100 companies have already boosted wages,
citing tax reform as the catalyst
... Like it or not, tax reform will
work to boost wealth and wages
across the U.S. economy. In sum,
estimates for everything right now
may be too low.”

R E S I D E N T I A L R E A L E S TAT E

Infill Residential Projects
Seek LUCB Approvals
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

Developers of a trio of new, small
subdivisions in Central Gardens, the University District and in Whitehaven will all
seek approval from the Land Use Control
Board during its Thursday, Feb. 8, meeting.
Kircher-Ulhorn Development LLC is
seeking to construct a nine-lot, singlefamily development at 1876 Central Ave.
known as Ivy Grove.
An existing, 106-year-old home currently sits in the middle of the 2.26-acre
Midtown property, so the developers are
proposing to move the 5,000-square-foot
house to the front of the property and need
approval from LUCB to do so.
“The design team believes that it is
crucial for the development to match the
existing characteristics of the Central Gardens National Historic District,” William
D. Porter, with W. H. Porter Consultants,
said in a letter of intent to planning director Josh Whitehead. “To accomplish this,
the existing historic home on the site will
be maintained and moved forward on the
property to match the existing setbacks

of the existing surrounding homes on
Central Avenue.”
A second home will be constructed
along Central next to the existing structure that promises to match “the existing architecture and feel” of Central
Gardens.
“Both homes will have a 10-foot setback from the ingress/egress easement
effectively protecting the character of
Central Avenue by screening the proposed lots at the rear of the property,”
Porter said.
East of this planned development, Ed
Apple of Apple Partners LLC is planning a
15-lot single-family subdivision near the
University of Memphis.
Known as City Cottages – Highland
Strip, the 1.25-acre property on the south
side of Southern Avenue near Minor Street
is proposing a similar look to another
planned development.
“The purpose of this application is to
subdivide the property into single-family lots suitable for cottage-style homes,”
Brenda Solomito Basar with Solomito
Land Planning said in a letter of intent
to Whitehead. “Similar to a pending ap-

Map data ©2018 Google

plication in the Cooper-Young neighborhood, the cottage homes will provide an
alternative to apartment living in a small
community setting.”
She said the applicant hopes to attract
permanent residents to the area, as opposed to the seasonal student population
that occupies much of the multifamily
housing in the area.
Also on the LUCB agenda is Romelius

Kizer and Howard Hill’s application for a
20-lot subdivision in Whitehaven.
The Kizer Hill Subdivision is slated for
a 6-acre tract of vacant land on McCorkle
Road just north of Hale Road.
In addition to Kizer and Hill, the
project’s development team consists of
property owners Optimum Construction –
PGBT and engineer Frank Palumbo Jr. with
Doveland Building and Engineering Co.
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Kroger’s South Memphis Closure
Plan Prompts Resentment, Strategies
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

When Kroger’s Delta Division
announced last week it would
shutter its stores at 1977 S. Third
St. in the Southgate shopping
center and 2267 Lamar Ave. near
Airways Boulevard, there was
already a considerable history
of what might follow the Feb. 2
closing.
Local elected leaders and
community development corporations have been working on
financial models. It is a way to
make large or small grocery stores
with a 3 to 4 percent profit margin
work in areas that need stores but
aren’t top of mind in a company’s
search for new markets.
There is a lot of resentment
at the outset of that process. And
there is some talk of a Kroger
boycott tempered with the reality of consumers going to newly
built or renovated Kroger stores
in other parts of town, including
the Whitehaven Kroger, where
the chain spent $5 million on a
complete renovation in 2014.
City Council member Martavius Jones lives close to the Lamar
store but goes to the Kroger on
Union Avenue in Midtown – a
new location that opened a little
more than a year ago.
“I’m no different than anybody else,” he said. “I’d rather go
to a place that’s inviting for me to
spend my money.”
But Jones still has a problem
with what he called Kroger’s “lack
of investment” in its Lamar and
Airways stores.
The resentment over the
Kroger closings, and the steps
beyond that to recruit new grocers
or supermarket chains to both
communities, have made Roshun
Austin, president and CEO of The
Works Inc., very busy.
The Works, a nonprofit community development corporation
working in South Memphis, operates The Grocer, a green grocer
located in the eight-year-old
South Memphis Farmers Market, 1400 Mississippi Blvd. The
farmers market is seasonal, but
The Grocer is open year-round
and sells produce, frozen foods,
meats, poultry and other goods
that are selected with the intent
of someone making their own
healthy meals at home.
“We have a small store. We
don’t want to grow up to be grocers,” Austin said of the calls and
offers she’s taken in the last week.
“We lose money in our little

store because there’s not a lot of
volume, but we are a nonprofit
that can subsidize that,” she said.
“We’re just a stopgap. We want to
show the industry that there is a
market for this here. Meanwhile,
we want to work on corridors and
putting people back into houses
so that we build density back in
this neighborhood.”
That’s not to say Austin hasn’t
learned a lot about the economics
of grocery stores – both momand-pop markets and chains.
When The Works got a federal
grant of $741,000 several years ago
to address the food desert issue,
her first thought was to approach
Kroger headquarters in Cincinnati. Her idea was to use the grant
as an incentive – a low-interest
loan to Kroger for upgrades to
its inner-city Memphis stores,
Customers shop at the Kroger grocery store at 1977 S. Third St. The decision to close two Kroger
including Lamar and Southgate.
Kroger wasn’t interested, she stores in February embodies the long civic debate over food deserts and how far government should
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)
said, but did pursue the same go in incentivizing stores toward eliminating those deserts.
kind of incentives in Ohio after
have them partner with us on do- leaders to go to the top – the cor- just totally automobile-friendly. I
the Memphis pitch.
She turned to Castle Retail ing groceries,” she said. “Whether porate headquarters – in search of understand it’s a highway, but it’s
Group, which owns the local Cash it is the co-op model from the old a contact, not the local ownership in the city.”
City Councilwoman Jamita
Saver stores, with an offer of a days or we go back to a mom-and- group or a regional ownership
Swearengen, who shops at the Lagroup.
$600,000 loan at 1.5 percent inter- pop grocery store.”
Austin said local government mar Kroger and whose district inCity Councilman Edmund
est over seven years for upgrades
to its Whitehaven location. It’s the Ford Jr., whose district includes needs financial incentives that are cludes the store, said a full-service
supermarket with a bank branch
kind of incentive smaller stores the Southgate Kroger, said he tailored to the grocery industry.
“Making sure there are no and pharmacy should move in
like Cash Saver don’t normally has talked with eight grocers or
supermarket chains who have encumbrances and also that there once Kroger is out, instead of a
have access to.
“You want to reduce the expressed some level of interest is a carrot and no stick,” she said. basic store that draws those serThe specific use of the in- vices in other storefronts nearby.
amount of their debt service about the two store sites.
“Why should we have to do it
centives – either
so they have some
grants or loans – when other communities don’t
kind of profit,” Auswould be for site have to?” she said. “And why in
tin said. “If we give
improvements, like the black community? … Why
them low-cost loans
the renovations at should we have to undergo that
or grants, then it
Cash Saver’s White- when others don’t have to? We
underwrites some
haven store and for deserve the same treatment.”
of those costs that
Austin said a full-service store
surrounding busithey have to incur
More than anything,
may be a goal down the road.
nesses.
as grocers that are
we are a food
“More than anything, we are
“Maybe there is
not related directly
desert. We need
a collaborative effort a food desert. We need food,”
to the sale of food.”
food. If we have the
by a small group at she said. “If we have the Fred
That would be
Southgate that can Montesi’s of my childhood – it’s
shelving, refrigeraFred Montesi’s of my childhood – it’s
keep that as a gro- groceries. That’s one of the sertion units and other
groceries. That’s one of the services
cery store and an- vices that we need. We don’t have
similar hardware.
that we need. We don’t have to have
chor that develop- to have everything in the grocery
Along with the
everything in the grocery today.”
ment,” Austin said. today.”
loan arrangement,
The Lamar Kroger includes a
“But there is a lot
The Grocer formed
–Roshun Austin, president and CEO of The Works Inc.
of investment that Tri-State Bank branch.
a supplier relationThe bank’s board chairneeds to be made.
ship with the Cash
He wouldn’t say what brands This is where government, for man, Lucy Shaw-Henderson, on
Saver chain, which is part of a
grocers association that can buy they are but has his sights set gen- me, should step up like the feds Wednesday said Tri-State found
from wholesalers at a discount – erally on a nationwide full-service have done historically in terms of out the store was closing as the
public did last week and is lookincentives.”
something The Grocer and other supermarket chain.
The Kroger store on Lamar ing for a new location in the same
“Who would love to see a
small, one-off stores could never
Publix right there in the heart of is across the street from the Air- area.
do on their own.
“We have a vested interest
In that arrangement is a pos- South Memphis and in Orange ways-Lamar shopping center, and
sible model for the immediate Mound?” Ford asked a week ago at as a result has a different setting in the economic health of this
community,” Shaw-Henderson
a City Hall press conference with than Southgate.
aftermath of Kroger’s exit.
“We need to address the cor- said in a written statement. “We
“Bringing a grocer or two or about two dozen residents from
ridor,” she said. “Many of the will take every step necessary to
10 to the table so we understand both areas.
If the decision is to pursue people who live in that neighbor- ensure our customers’ banking
their industry, how they make
money, what makes sense and Publix, Austin’s advice is for city hood are pedestrians. It can’t be needs continue to be met.”

“
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the tipping point

Vendeville Leads New Leaders at Teach For America

CARA VENDEVILLE
Memphis stands at the threshold of incredible possibility. In this
series, we introduce innovative
Memphians who are driving our
city forward and forging its future
success.
ANNA TRAVERSE
Special to The Memphis News

When Cara Vendeville was
little, her brother was littler. One
day, in the family’s home in Cleveland, Ohio, Vendeville and her
brother decided to play a game of
school. Most kids might have lost
interest and wandered off to some
more exciting activity, with better

(Ziggy Mack)

toys. Vendeville, determined, set
to work writing lesson plans.
Now manager of matriculation and licensure for Teach For
America – Memphis, Vendeville
looked up to teachers. She remembers one in particular, a
fourth-grade teacher, Mr. Pitrelli.
He helped her discover her confidence, even encouraged her to
run for class president. She went
from a shy child to a confident
extrovert, she believes thanks to
his guidance.
Years later, upon finding Mr.
Pitrelli on Facebook, Vendeville
thanked him for being “the reason
I became a teacher.”
Vendeville majored in early

childhood and special education at Wittenberg University, in
Springfield, Ohio. She entered the
profession already certified – and
already certain she was stepping
into the career where she could
fulfill her own goals while fulfilling
a larger purpose.
“I wanted to teach where I
was most needed – and where I
would be surrounded by a community that fueled my desire to
make change,” she recounts.
She applied to join Teach For
America, and on her list of preferences, checked Memphis as a
priority location.
“Memphis is a hub for education reform,” she says, “and
when I connected with TFA corps
members in Memphis, I heard
their passion – and it aligned with
mine.”
Vendeville moved to Memphis
one day after graduating college.
She had never stepped foot within
Shelby County before arriving
with a moving truck.
“The potential in Memphis
was so evident, so there, that I
was willing to take a leap of faith.
I knew it would result in impact
for students.”
Teach For America's mission
is to improve educational outcomes for all children in Memphis
by recruiting and developing leaders who will help reimagine public

education. First, corps members
commit to teach for a minimum of
two years in low-income schools.
TFA trains them to ensure they
lead their students to success, and
continues to support them as they
pursue a variety of leadership roles
both within and beyond the classroom as alumni of the program.
Since the organization
launched its mission nationally
in 1990, some 42,000 corps members – often but not always recent
college graduates – have been
placed in classrooms.
TFA – Memphis corps members currently teach in classrooms
in Shelby County Schools, the
Achievement School District, and
a range of independent charter
school networks. Some 300 teachers are currently in the two-year
program, joining the ranks of
1,500 Memphis-area TFA alumni.
Vendeville was placed at Frayser’s Lucie E. Campbell Elementary School, part of Shelby County’s
Innovation Zone. She taught
prekindergarten in her first year,
first grade in her second – “I had
some of the older siblings in that
class,” she smiles.
“Parents were there, showing up,” she remembers. “If you
provide access, they’re willing to
show up for their kids – and for
you as a teacher.”
Leaving the classroom was

never Vendeville’s intention; she
says she would not have transitioned out of the classroom for
any role other than the one she
occupies today. She now relishes
the chance to work with new TFA
applicants to “help them imagine themselves in this work, and
believe in themselves to be the
change-makers we need.”
Throughout the on-boarding
process, Vendeville walks alongside new teachers, working with
them to develop their skill sets, as
well as guiding them through the
state of Tennessee’s licensure process. Teach For America – Memphis is “our own certifying body,”
minimizing licensure costs and
complications for new teachers.
After moving to Memphis
sight unseen, driven by the passion she sensed from local educators, Vendeville has come to
believe ever more strongly in the
city’s potential to lead the charge
in education reform.
“Our city is full of optimism,
full of passion, to say that ‘yes
we can’ – we can do this. Our city
is grit and grind. This is difficult
work, but Memphians are ready
and equipped to take it on.”
Cara Vendeville is a graduate
of New Memphis’ Embark program. Learn more at newmemphis.org.

G OV E R N M E N T

Rejection of Gas, Electric Rate Hikes
Signals Larger City Council Debate
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis City Council members voted
down proposed electric and gas rate hikes
Tuesday, Jan. 9, but left the door open to
reconsider that.
Approval of Memphis Light, Gas and
Water Division’s annual budget, which is
based in part on such rate revenue, was
delayed for two weeks.
The votes Tuesday were 5-8 each for
the electric and gas-rate hikes, preceded by
council discussion about sporadic power
outages unrelated to the weather and who
will follow Jerry Collins when he retires as
head of the utility at the end of January.
“It looks like we’ll have some more
discussions in two weeks about the MLGW
budget,” Collins said after the council decision. “The immediate impact is that it will
affect our capital improvement projects,”
he said. “Some of those would be financed

by bond revenue as opposed to operating
cash.”
Some of the technology the utility wants
to acquire in its pay-as-you-go capital budget would specifically limit power outages
or allow power restoration on a more permanent basis after weather causes outages.
Council member Martavius Jones
talked about outages in areas when there
isn’t a cloud in the sky and the weather is
moderate.
“This doesn’t take place in Bartlett,
Lakeland or Collierville. It takes place in
Orange Mound. It takes place in Boxtown,”
said the Super District 9 council member
who represents those areas. “It’s because
the new technology, the latest – the greatest – the new stuff has gone into the areas
that are in Super District 8.”
Jones voted for the rate hikes after hearing where the capital spending would go.
“A rate increase for me translates to
infrastructure improvements,” he said.
But the timing of the rate hikes is the

issue for council member Frank Colvett.
“My personal feeling is we’re being
told, ‘Everything is great,’” he said. “Then
all of a sudden, ‘We need increases across
the board.’ I feel like we are being taken
hostage.”
Collins presented the rate-hike proposals with various options to the council in
November as prescribed by city ordinance.
Bond rating agencies were told by the utility months earlier that the rate hikes were
on the way.
Council member Philip Spinosa is
exploring an ordinance or a city charter
change referendum that would change the
timing and require notice of rate hikes to
the council no later than six months before
they would take effect.
“Here we are. We’ve got to improve
the process,” Spinosa said of the current
timing. “We’ve been backed into a corner
on this. We’ve got to be better than that.”
Collins said the later notice to the council sometimes allows adjustments that re-

sult in savings not possible six months out.
Council member Bill Morrison said the
rate-hike proposals came with a solid case
for improving the MLGW response to power outages. He hopes the rejection of the gas
and electric rate hikes will be reconsidered
in two week just as the council reconsidered
and approved Tuesday the 18-cent waterrate hike it rejected in December.
“Without these improvements, a massive number of people could be out of power because we simply didn’t have enough
guts to pass a budget,” Morrison said.
“When your constituents are calling and
saying, ‘My power is not on,’ I hope you say,
‘I kept your rates low.’”
Options for reconsidering the gas and
electricity rates that would take effect the
first of February include approving oneyear modest rate hikes and having Collins’
successor come up with future recommendations beyond that.
Council members meet in two weeks
with Tennessee Valley Authority president
Bill Johnson. Several council members
indicated they will question Johnson
closely about another multi-year, pre-paid
contract for electricity that is credited with
keeping that rate low. The pact recently ran
out. MLGW is the federal power supplier’s
largest customer.
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Younger Candidates Weigh New
Political Moves in Filing Season

Democratic state Rep. Raumesh Akbari pulls her qualifying petition Monday, Jan. 8,
to run for the state Senate starting with the August primaries. 
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

George Monger listened to his critics
and his backers late last year as he contemplated another run for office 11 years
after his first try.
Monger said his return to politics was
dotted with people doubting his viability.
He even wrote the word “viability” on
a piece of paper to contemplate whether
it should stop his plan to run for Shelby
County Commission or whether to disregard the word.
Monger told 25 supporters in southeast
Memphis last week that he crumpled up the
paper and threw it away.
Monger has pulled a petition to run
in the Democratic primary for commission District 13, the seat currently held by
Republican Steve Basar, who is seeking
re-election starting in the May county
primaries.
“Our campaign will have the best supporters and even better detractors,” Monger said. “I’m grateful for both.”
Basar faced a persistent Democratic
challenger in 2014 to win his first full term
on the commission, defeating Manoj Jain
by 3,000 votes in a general election race
with 13,500 votes cast total.
Basar and Monger each tout privatesector experience in representing a district
that is comprised largely of southeast
Memphis.
Basar frequently cites his experience
in the medical industry, including his current job at Smith & Nephew. Monger touts
his work in the music and entertainment
industry, from the Memphis Symphony
Orchestra to the Consortium Memphis
Music Town group.
“In our district, we’ve got a lot of class
A commercial real estate,” Monger said.
“I’m very concerned that that one day could
go dark if we don’t recruit and bring and
develop talent in our county.”

If both emerge from the May primaries
to advance to the August county general
election ballot, the race will be one in a
series of matchups testing new energy
and new candidates in the reformed local
Democratic Party.
Monger is not a first-time candidate,
but he’s not a typical candidate returning
after some time away.
The last time he was on an election
ballot he was an 18-year-old candidate for
the City Council who some political foes
argued was too young to run.
Monger successfully pointed out to
election officials that the age requirement
was dropped when the city charter changed
in 1995 to reflect three super district seats
replacing at-large seats.
Monger lost to Janis Fullilove, who also
upset appointed council member Henry
Hooper in what was the largest turnover
of seats on the 13-member council in the
50-year history of the mayor-council form
of government.
Monger later won an appointment to
the Shelby County Election Commission.
“Unfortunately, sometimes the wheels
of government turn slow,” Monger said of
his bid for a new voter registration system
that is just now about to become a reality.
“Every election there was a problem.
The question of does my vote count became real,” he said of the time. “I think
people are discouraged by the political
climate right now or have been. I think we
are seeing the tide possibly turn.”
Monger, at 28, is the same age Raumesh
Akbari was five years ago when she claimed
the District 91 state House seat that became
vacant following the death of state Rep. and
House Speaker Lois DeBerry.
Akbari initially prepared for a low key
re-election bid this year for a third full term
in the House until state Sen. Lee Harris announced he was running for Shelby County
mayor and would not seek re-election to
the Senate.
After four years in the House, Akbari is

a veteran of the Legislature, citing 24 bills
she has passed despite Republican super
majorities in both chambers.
Shelby County commissioner Justin
Ford has also pulled a petition in the Democratic primary.
“We have a bill limit in the House,”
Akbari said of what drew her to the race.
“In the Senate you really can expand the
amount of issues you are able to carry and
cover per legislative session.”
Akbari is part of a generation of Democratic legislators who have never operated
with a Democratic majority, after more
than 40 years of Democratic dominance.
If Akbari takes the Senate seat, she
could be one of five Democratic state Senators in a 33-member Senate.
“I find regardless of party, if we focus
on those core issues that really are challenges across the state we can be successful,” she said. “I’m hoping though, that this
next election will improve the numbers in
the state Senate. We’ve seen that happen
in races across the country, so why not
Tennessee.”
Meanwhile, Tennessee Young Demo-

crats president London Lamar announced
the day after Akbari pulled her petition for
the Senate that she would be running for
the District 91 state House seat.
Like Akbari, Lamar said Democrats
have to learn to balance working with
Republicans while pursuing Democratic
legislative goals.
“We have to build relationships with
our legislators both Democrat and Republican – and make sure we are making bipartisan efforts to make really good progressive
policy,” she said.
Lamar almost ran for the state House
two years ago in what would have been
a challenge of veteran Democrat Johnnie
Turner. Her decision was already made this
year well before Oprah Winfrey’s speech
at Sunday’s “Golden Globe” awards that
re-enforced her decision.
“What she did was remind us about
what our truths are in our communities,
what our truths are in regards to poverty,”
Lamar said. “We have to be honest about
are we being properly represented. We
have to be honest about the leadership
we have.”
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McMullen: Legislative Session Influenced
City’s Timing in Monuments Removal
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Several nonprofits approached the
city administration about buying Health
Sciences and Memphis parks before the
Memphis City Council approved the
sale of each to Memphis Greenspace
last month for $1,000 each. And some of
them said no.
“There were some nonprofits that approached us,” city chief legal officer Bruce
McMullen said on the WKNO/Channel
10 show “Behind The Headlines” as he
talked about the Dec. 20 council vote to
sell the parks to the nonprofit headed
by Shelby County commissioner and
attorney Van Turner. Greenspace then
removed the Confederate monuments
in the two parks.
“There were some nonprofits that
approached us and said, ‘No, we don’t
want any part of it,’” McMullen said. “I
had some discussions early on with Van
and he wanted to help.”
He did not name the other nonprofits.
McMullen said the city’s position
remains that the sale of the parks and
Greenspace’s decision to take down the
monuments of Nathan Bedford Forrest
and Jefferson Davis, which were included
in the sale, was legal.
McMullen said one of the major concerns was to get the statues down before
the Tennessee Legislature returned to
session Monday, Jan. 8. The legislature
passed a law in 2013 that made removing
such monuments difficult for cities and
local governments. It then passed a second law in 2016 that made the conditions
for such an action even more restrictive.
“As the chief legal officer, that was
a major concern of mine. … the trend
showed that the state Legislature was
progressively making it more and more
difficult to move any of these war memorials or historic figures (statues),” he said.
“So I knew that they would go into session
in January and that was just a concern of

“

It was important
for us to handle
those distractions,
to have more
of a smoother
commemoration of
MLK 50. The way
it was done, a lot
of it had to do with
public safety – the
timing of how it was
done, the way it was
done.”
–Bruce McMullen,
Memphis' chief legal officer

mine. It was nothing anyone said. It was
a logical concern.”
He said the statues presented a public
safety concern for the city in the upcoming observances of the 50th anniversary of
the 1968 sanitation workers strike and the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Having those statues there and
the kind of incendiary effect of having
protesters and counter protesters and

then having MLK 50 –and I don’t need
to remind people of what happened in
Charlottesville,” he said of last August’s
violent alt-right rally in the Virginia town.
“It was important for us to handle those
distractions, to have more of a smoother
commemoration of MLK 50. The way it
was done, a lot of it had to do with public
safety – the timing of how it was done, the
way it was done.”
“Behind The Headlines,” hosted by
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News,
can be seen on The Daily News Video
page, video.memphisdailynews.com.
The removal of the statues on Dec.
20 came hours after the city council
approved on third and final reading an
ordinance selling the parks to Memphis
Greenspace. Council member Edmund
Ford Jr. presented a substitute motion at
the Dec. 20 council session that changed
the terms of the ordinance from its first
and second readings.
McMullen said the caption of the
ordinance remained.
“I think what was really put into the
ordinance was the specific entity in which
the property would be sold to,” he said.
“I don’t think it changed the spirit of the
ordinance or what was going to be done
or what was done on the first reading.”
The city set a Dec. 19 deadline for mediation recommended by state officials
among the city, the Sons of Confederate
Veterans and the descendants of Forrest
after there were several delays in getting
all sides around a table to talk about a
compromise.
Ultimately, McMullen said the date
for such sessions got delayed to January
and there never was any mediation.
“I think initially the Sons of (Confederate Veterans) refused to mediate,”
he said. “Their position was the statues
should stay where they were undisturbed.”
Future moves in court by those contesting the removal of the statues could
center on what part of the Forrest monu-

ment was a statue and what part of it was
a grave. Forrest and his wife are buried at
the base of the statue.
Removing the grave site is a different
legal proceeding that the city has not
moved forward on. McMullen said any
move to disinter the Forrests, who were
originally buried in Elmwood Cemetery
before they were moved to the park in
the early 20th century, would be the call
of Memphis Greenspace.
But McMullen says his position is the
monument and its base are separate from
the graves.
“Legally those who opposed what we
are doing have tried to make a legal argument that maybe the statue is in some
way a tombstone, so to speak,” he said.
“That’s a critical leap because when you
remove a gravesite there’s a whole different body of law you must follow.”
Lee Millar of the Memphis Sons of
Confederate Veterans and a spokesman
for the Forrest family, contends the statue
and its base are part of the grave. After
the equestrian statue was removed, the
Forrest family placed a wreath at the
base, which in an email Millar referred
to as “the base of the pedestal beneath
which are the graves of General and Mrs.
N.B. Forrest.”
McMullen said it is possible Memphis
Greenspace could remove the granite
base but leave the graves in place.
The city pursued other legal paths
including a decision from an administrative law judge that the Forrest statue was
not a war memorial under the 2013 state
law and seeking a waiver from the Tennessee Historical Commission to remove
the statues.
McMullen is currently determining
whether the city should move to dismiss
those actions.
“I’m confident what we did was legal
and what we did will stand.”
McMullen said the city is also prepared for legal action contesting the
removal of the statues.

L AW & T H E C O U RTS

Nichols Appointed, Parker Confirmed in Judicial Decisions
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Deputy District Attorney
General Jennifer Nichols is the
newest Shelby County Criminal
Court judge.
Nichols was appointed
Wednesday, Jan. 10, by Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam to fill the
vacancy created by the December retirement of Judge James
Beasley Jr. in Division 10.

Nichols has been deputy
district attorney general since
2014. In that role she oversees
day-to-day operations of the
prosecutor’s office. She joined
the office in 1991 as a prosecutor
before leaving in 2003 to join the
law department of the United
States Postal Service. She returned to the DA’s office in 2010
as chief prosecutor of the Special
Victims Unit.
Nichols earned her law degree from Samford University

in Birmingham, Alabama, after
a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Alabama.
The Criminal Court position
goes on the county general election ballot in August, joining two
nonpartisan special elections for
Circuit Court judge.
Meanwhile, the U.S. Senate
confirmed the appointment of
attorney Thomas Parker Wednesday as the newest U.S. District
Court judge for the Western
District of Tennessee. Parker, a

shareholder at Baker Donelson,
is a former assistant U.S. attorney, earning his law degree at
Vanderbilt University School of
Law in Nashville.
U.S. Sens. Lamar Alexander
and Bob Corker were among
those voting to confirm Parker
to the federal judgeship following his nomination by President
Donald Trump last year.
State Sen. Mark Norris of Collierville, who also was nominated
to the U.S. District Court bench

by Trump last year, is still awaiting a Senate confirmation vote.
“I will push to secure confirmation as soon as possible,”
Alexander said of Norris in a
written statement. Norris’ nomination was recommended by the
Senate Judiciary Committee late
last year.
In the interim, Norris has
been tending to his legislative duties in Nashville this week as the
Tennessee Legislature opened its
2018 session.
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Crosstown High Preps
For August Opening
MICHAEL WADDELL
Special to The Memphis News

The first class of freshmen students has
been selected for the fall semester of Crosstown High, a new public charter school
opening this August. The school, which
will welcome 600 students by 2021, will be
located on the first, fourth and fifth floors
of the new community-driven, mixed-use
Crosstown Concourse redevelopment.
“One of the reasons why I was drawn
to Memphis was just the idea of having a
school inside the Crosstown Concourse
and the ability to pull in really great partners to build meaningful and authentic
projects for students – everything from
health care to education to the arts,” said
Crosstown High executive director Chris
Terrill. “Tenants have agreed to work with
our students, so I think we can deliver an
education that is different than Memphis
has ever seen before.”
In mid-December, the school finished
a lottery for the 150 students – selected
from 289 applications – that will make up
its inaugural ninth-grade class, and the first
call for teachers was sent out.
“All students had an equal chance to be
selected,” Terrill said. “We’re intentionally
trying to be a diverse-by-design school, so
there are great dynamics as far as economically advantaged versus disadvantaged and
a great racial balance. I think we will be
most diverse public school in Memphis, if
not the state.”
Crosstown High’s curriculum touts personalized learning plans that allow every
student to have a customized education
to not only learn foundational concepts in
math, science and English, but also develop
the life skills that will help ensure success
later in life.
“This type of progressive education is
something that is happening both on the
East Coast and West Coast, but it’s not
really a Midwest, Mid-South initiative yet,”
Terrill said. “We’re just excited to be in
Memphis and in Crosstown, and we think
this is going to be something that is special
for the city.”
Students will enter the school through
the first floor, and then make their way to
80,000 square feet of classroom space on
the fourth and fifth floors.
“Construction is ahead of schedule, and
the first floor space is done,” Terrill said.
“Fine details will be completed over the
next few months.”
Crosstown High principal Chandra
Sledge Mathias was drawn to Memphis by
the school’s vision to allow its children’s
voices to be heard while helping them
explore their passions. She previously led
a project-based learning high school in

Chandra Sledge Mathias is the new principal of Crosstown High School, a public charter school set to open in August at Crosstown Concourse with its first class of 150 freshmen.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

“

For a student to literally
be able to walk out of their
classroom and connect with
professionals in so many
different areas and get
real experience with these
individuals is so unheard of.
I haven’t seen that type of
experience anywhere else in
the country.”
–Chandra Sledge Mathias
Crosstown High principal

North Carolina and was co-director of an
inquiry-based charter school in Chicago.
Mathias moved to Memphis in July and
gave herself a homework assignment of
learning the city.
“I had done some research on the internet, but I didn’t know the extent of how
massive the [Crosstown] development
was until I got down here last May for my
in-person interviews,” said Mathias, who

started out her career teaching English
before deciding to move into administration. “The space is incredible. It’s really
flexible, and it will allow creativity both on
the student and teacher side.”
Between now and June, Mathias and
school administrators will work with students regarding the layout and programs
of the school.
“It’s a really great opportunity to get
input from students about what they want
to see in their school,” Mathias said.
Having access to the organizations and
foundations within the building is a unique
situation for the students.
“For a student to literally be able to walk
out of their classroom and connect with
professionals in so many different areas
and get real experience with these individuals is so unheard of,” she said. “I haven’t
seen that type of experience anywhere else
in the country.”
Top priorities leading up to the August
launch include completing the hiring
process. Six more teaching positions will
be filled, for a total of nine to 10 teachers.
“We’re still required to meet all of the
standards that the state has set for us,”
said Terrill, a former teacher and principal. “So we’re looking for certified teachers with a mindset and understanding of
project-based learning and the idea that

we’re weaving real-world problems into
the curriculum and still meeting the state
standards.”
The school plans to develop an inhouse “education learning lab” that will
give educators and students from across
the city a venue to “rethink high school”
together.
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Shelby County Prekindergarten Push
Remains in General Terms for Now

The latest civic and political push to make high-quality prekindergarten accessible
to all Memphis children comes as local leaders are working out how to fund a pre-K
effort before an $8 million federal grant runs out in 2019.
(Memphis News File/Andrew J. Breig)
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Nearly six years after voters defeated
two ballot questions in as many years that
would have provided a tax revenue steam
for universal prekindergarten, the pre-K
quest is back.
The return of a coordinated civic and
political push for pre-K comes about five
years after a combination of state and
federal funding as well as a shift of county
government’s early childhood Head Start
contract to Shelby County Schools.
The shift has increased access to
prekindergarten and SCS has contracted
with Porter-Leath and other agencies to
provide it.
Memphis City Council members approved a resolution in December that
sets the stage for a more specific path to
the funding.
The resolution says the council and
Mayor Jim Strickland’s administration
“intends between now and April 2018,
prior to the passage of the fiscal year 2019
city budget, to identify a material invest-

“

More than just a promise
or scout’s honor type thing,
we need a real commitment
from Shelby County Schools
that these kids ... don’t
experience a fade-out from
the gains they had in pre-K.”
–Kemp Conrad, Councilman

ment in funding for pre-K.”
It also says the council’s goal is “to
leverage its investment to generate such
a return in matching funds from the
county, the school board and the private
community so as to fully fund the $40 million needed for the Shelby County Early
Childhood Education Plan.”
That plan’s goal is high-quality prekindergarten access for all children in
Memphis.

“This is a fine and temporary solution,” council chairman Berlin Boyd said
at the first of two city council discussions
about the resolution before its Dec. 19
approval.
An $8 million federal grant that funds
1,000 prekindergarten seats in Memphis
is set to end in 2019, but while the urgency
is specific, leaders of the new effort aren’t
ready to say how they want to seek the
funding.
Councilman Kemp Conrad said the
commitment from a unanimous City
Council should come first. And he said
the private funding commitments hinge
on embracing the general goal without
funding sources identified.
But some council members argued
the pre-K push must be part of a larger
reordering of local education priorities,
though they were quick to say they support pre-K expansion in general.
“My biggest concern … is the continuity of education once they get into the K-3
system,” said councilman Worth Morgan.
“More than just a promise or scout’s
honor type thing, we need a real commitment from Shelby County Schools
that these kids – if they come through
our high-quality pre-K – that they are not
regressing. Or I think the term is ‘fade out’
– that they don’t experience a fade-out
from the gains they had in pre-K.”
Conrad, however, argued that efforts
to nail down a K-12 uplift as the structure
for growing and sustaining prekindergarten access should not hold up the pre-K
push.
“We can’t let perfect get in the way of
good,” he said. “I think the school system
is doing a great job.”
Councilman Bill Morrison, who is an
educator, agreed with Morgan.
“I think at some point we’ve put the
cart before the horse,” he said, calling for
more coordination with SCS. “If the city is
going to get back into the education business, I think it needs to be a very robust
conversation.”
The reprioritization of education
beyond pre-K closely follows a desire by
some council members to see the city re-
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turn to funding public education in a way
it hasn’t since the council reduced city
funding of Memphis City Schools in 2008.
The school system sued and won,
though the settlement payments from
the city for the lost funding would come
after the historic 2013 merger of Memphis
City Schools and Shelby County Schools.
The merger ended the city’s obligation to provide any direct required and
sustained funding to the merged system.
That continued with the demerger that
followed a year later.
Councilman Martavius Jones – who,
along with councilwoman Patrice Robinson, was on the Memphis City Schools
board at the time – argues the merger
and the failed attempt at single local government-sourced funding that preceded
the merger helped defeat the proposed
increases to the city sales tax rate and
then the county sales tax rate for pre-K
in 2012 and 2013.
“We had a lot of things going on in
the background,” he said as he called for
Shelby County commissioners to join
the council in supporting some kind of
countywide revenue stream.
“If we said to this community the
council unanimously supports this and
the commission says we unanimously
support this … we don’t have a lot of the
distractions about having this as a referendum item.”
His quarrel is over where the money
for prekindergarten comes from – the city
or the county.
Robinson said there is time to be
worked that out and that it shouldn’t
distract from the push toward the general
pre-K goal.
“You may not agree on where it comes
from or how you make that happen, but
we have to step up to the plate and do
something,” she said. “While the adults
are fighting about money and who is
going to pay for it our children are suffering.”
The move toward a general commitment and then finding a funding stream
or streams has Strickland’s backing as
well.
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GLOBAL REACH

“

Historically, the
international student has
found Memphis and not the
other way around.”
–Jasbir Dhaliwal, U of

M vice provost
and dean of the graduate school

Richard Dalton, left, a professor in the Intensive English for Internationals department at the University of Memphis, teaches
Grammar 6 to Yuan Gao, far left, and Ana Barreto De Barros. 
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

U of M aims to attract more tuition-paying international students
DON WADE

Richard Dalton,
left, teaches
English grammar to Fenglin
Han, center,
and Yuan Gao
in Grammar 6,
a course in the
University of
Memphis’ Intensive English for
Internationals
department.

dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Jasbir Dhaliwal wears many titles – and
carries many responsibilities – at the University of Memphis. He is vice provost of
academic affairs and dean of the graduate
school. He is chief innovation officer and
the executive director of the FedEx Institute
of Technology.
In all those capacities, he appreciates
the value of the university attracting more
international students. And the necessity.
“The largest high school class, historically, has now passed through the age they
go to college,” Dhaliwal said. “So the next
10 years, even 20 years, the challenge for
universities is to keep enrollment at the
same level. The question is how do we fill
that gap? So it’s a demographic issue and everyone is looking at how we approach that.”
Getting more international students
is a way to bridge the gap and bring more
tuition-paying students to the university.
“First, it solves the enrollment pressure,” he said. “Secondly, it’s a form of an
export. Someone comes, stays here, pays
tuition. … Australia, Canada and England
have always been very proactive. They have
done tremendously well, while we in the
U.S. have been a little bit less aggressive.”
Only 616 of the U of M’s approximately
21,000 students are international, and the
majority of them are graduate students.
The recruiting emphasis, Dhaliwal says,

(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

is on international undergraduates. They
now number less than 130 at the university.
“If we want to be a serious destination
school for talent, both nationally and internationally, we need to do more to attract
that talent to the university,” Dhaliwal said.
“We have less than half the international
students that (the University of Tennessee)
Knoxville has, about half the international
students as some other public schools
across the state.
“The University of Cincinnati, for
example, now has 3,500 international students. It’s a $39 billion market nationally.
Everybody’s eating away at it.”
On the local level, the financial impact
of international students at the U of M
totaled some $23.7 million and supported
343 jobs during the 2016-17 academic year,

according to the latest data from NAFSA:
Association of International Educators.
The financial impact figure includes
tuition, housing, dining and retail spending,
transportation, telecommunications and
health insurance.
Plus, recent economic studies indicate
that if people study here and go back to their
country, they spread the word.
“They are champions of where they
got their education,” Dhaliwal said. “So
chances are if they want do business (in the
U.S.), they’ll come here.”
About a year ago, the U of M set up the
Center for International Education Services
to recruit international students and help
them once they get on campus. The university is working with recruitment agencies in
30 different markets.

On campus, the goal is to pair international students with American students
to help them get acclimated. Molly Stout,
who is originally from Parsons, Tennessee
(population 2,357), is in the program and
paired with a student from Madrid, Spain.
His English is pretty good, she says,
and many international students do well
in the university setting. She says some
students may initially need more help,
adding, “Especially Japanese students
because they come from a completely
different culture.”
Others manage well when speaking
with professors or other students, but
might need some assistance in other areas.
“We try to accompany them if they’re
doing something legal, like getting their
driver’s license,” Stout said.
Stout previously studied abroad in Italy, but Dhaliwal says that’s an opportunity
not available to many Memphis students.
“By and large, we serve not such a rich
community and our students are already
so much in debt, they don’t have funds to
go abroad and have global experience,”
he said, adding that if the university can
instead attract international students,
and they’ll pay to come here, “it solves
something.”
In this competitive market for colleges
and universities, rankings matter, too. And
schools with a higher percentage of international students receiver better rankings
and are viewed in a more prestigious light.
“Even midlevel universities in China recruit international students,” Dhaliwal said.
He says the U of M previously did not
spend much time considering how international students impact its rankings, but
that’s changing – as is the school’s overall
recruitment efforts.
“We have a very good spread, over 50
countries,” he said of the international
students coming to Memphis. “But we
haven’t systematically attacked it as an
economic market” until now.
“Historically, the international student
has found Memphis and not the other
way around. FedEx attracts talent from
all over the world. International Paper,
FedEx, AutoZone, all global and looking
for talent. So they are telling us get the best
and brightest.
“For our growth, this is a very important issue.”
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'F'raud
is for

Grade-Changing
Scandal Rattles
Shelby County
Schools

BILL DRIES
The Memphis News

J

ust before the winter break, Tennessee Education Commissioner
Candice McQueen had a lot of
questions for the Shelby County
Schools system.
She had just read a 258-page report
from an independent investigation of the
school system’s grade-changing scandal
at Trezevant High School.
McQueen also wanted assurances
form SCS superintendent Dorsey Hopson
that there would be changes to procedures and more vigilance by the school
system.
“Why does SCS leadership think the
problem occurred?” McQueen asked in
what is the ultimate question.
It’s a question Hopson has struggled
to answer.
“You don’t know whether there could
be some financial incentives, which
would be criminal,” he said. “You don’t
know whether people were just trying to
help people out. But when you have a
widespread finding like that with no clear
reason for it – it just makes you scratch
your head.”
More than 1,000 grades were changed
over a five-year period by or using the
password of Shirley Quinn, a school secretary at Trezevant.
The changes reversed 313 grades from
failing to passing. Some but not all of the
changes were directed by Trezevant football coach Teli White, who led the school
to its first state championship in 2015 and
a second state title in 2016.
The grade changes over that five-year
period meant 53 ineligible students got

Trezevant High's football team won state championships in 2015 and 2016.
Former coach Teli White is implicated in changing grades. 
(scsk12.org)
diplomas.
The scandal followed the resignation
in June of Trezevant principal Ronnie
Mackin, who submitted a six-page letter
alleging widespread grade changing by
White and violations of school policies.
Mackin resigned after the school system
decided he would not return to lead
the high school after a year at the helm.
Mackin said he was being made the
“scapegoat” for problems he notified SCS
of earlier in the school year.
White, meanwhile, was suspended
but was to become football coach at
Melrose High School last August because
only Quinn was implicated in the school

system’s initial investigation.
When Quinn did a television interview
naming White, SCS suspended him again
just before he was to start at Melrose.
Hopson had initiated a more comprehensive, independent investigation
led by former U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton to
determine if similar grade changes were
et making place at other schools, possibly
pointing to a more widespread problem.
When the Stanton report was released
in December, Hopson recommended
White be fired and the school board voted
to start the termination process.
Dixon Hughes Goodman, the CPA
firm that was also part of the probe, found

seven other SCS schools as well as several charter schools and Arlington High
School had percentages at or higher than
Trezevant’s fail-to-pass ratio of 53 percent. So Hopson has expanded the audit
of grade changes to those seven schools.
What happened at Trezevant was different, Hopson said, and in the words of
the Stanton report, “systematic.”
“What happened at Trezevant was
absolutely the most egregious thing you
can think about when you talk about
changing grades,” Hopson said. “Just
going in and cheating without any documentation, knowing that it’s fraudulent
and knowing that it could have an impact
forever.”
The Stanton report details grade
changes for multiple students on the
same day at about the same time, as evidenced by computer records.
“Moreover the vast majority of the
grade changes were made 18-24 months
after the students had completed the class
for which the grade was issued,” according to the report.
Quinn claimed multiple teachers approached her and she changed grades
without any paperwork being required.
But the investigators doubted that was
the case.
“For Quinn’s account to be accurate,
multiple teachers had to have decided
one or two years later that they gave the
wrong grade and all of them had to approach Quinn at the same time in November or in the spring for her to make those
changes,” the report reads. “For these
reasons, little weight should be given to
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The ASD chose to run directly, with- questioning the consistency of how grade
In 2009, test proctors for the Praxis
Quinn’s contention that all of the changes
were specifically requested by teachers.” exam for certification as a teacher no- out charter schools, Frayser and Corning floors are used across the system before
Initially, Hopson believed the grade ticed that the same person was taking Elementary and Westside Middle, adding the Hamilton revelations.
And grade floors at Trezevant are a
changes were all about Trezevant athlet- the exam at two sessions. With that, Georgian Hills and Whitney Elementary
ics, specifically the football team. That Clarence Mumford Sr., a former teacher the next school year also as direct-run topic covered in the Stanton report.
A month into the grade-changing
changed once he and the investigators and assistant principal in Memphis City takeovers. In the 2014-2015 school year, a
Schools who had worked in other school local charter founded by the former prin- investigation, Keith Williams, executive
got a closer look at the records.
But there was a different pattern with systems in the region, began burning cipal of Westside Middle School – Bobby director of the Memphis-Shelby County
White – took over Frayser High School for Education Association, told school sysincriminating paperwork he kept.
student-athletes.
When federal prosecutors, led by the ASD. Bobby White is also an alumni tem leaders that teachers at Trezevant
“Numerous changes to the athletes’
were told in writing by the school’s vice
Stanton, indicted Mumford and of Frayser High.
transcripts were made mere minTrezevant High began as an Innova- principal that the school had a grade floor
others in 2011 it became
utes apart. It appears that the
the largest teacher-exam tion Zone School – the SCS version of an – no grade lower than a 60.
person using Quinn’s creAn email exchange between Mackin
cheating scandal ever ASD school – that same school year in
dentials would enter a
prosecuted in Memphis 2014-2015 with a new principal, the fac- and Tonye Smith-McBride, the SCS
grade and then wait for
ulty reapplying for their jobs and an infu- instructional leadership director of Infederal court.
the computer system
A total of 40 one- sion of new teachers making up at least novation Zone Schools, is a tab in the
to calculate the new
time teachers agreed half of the faculty with teacher assistants Stanton report.
GPA,” the report reads.
Mackin emailed that there is “no
to diversion, including added. Trezevant boosters were adamant
The report, for exterms in which they gave that they didn’t want the school’s football policy stating that the common practice
ample, cites an “Athlete
up their teaching licens- program shelved as part of the fresh start. of implementing a grade floor of 60 is
#5” – none of the stuThey lobbied school board members either in violation or support of Shelby
es and agreed to not
dents are identified by
County Schools policy.”
even attempt to try to for better facilities.
name – who received
U.S. ATTORNEY ED STANTON
“In all actuality, we were not asking
It was more than a dozen years after
become teachers again
a final grade of 73 in a
Trezevant football coach Lynn Lang them to ‘change’ students grades because
for at least five years.
physical science class
With the evidence prosecutors and effectively sold his star player, Albert grades had not been entered and verified
in 2013. On Nov. 24, 2015, approximately
a year and a half later, the final grade was federal and state criminal investiga- Means, to an Alabama football booster for when the request to consider the grade
changed from a 73 to an 82. The audit also tors gathered, they identified about 100 $150,000. Lang would later plead guilty to floor was communicated,” Mackin wrote.
“This issue has been compared to the
shows that Athlete No. 5 took Spanish I teacher exams taken for at least 50 teach- federal charges.
‘Trezevant grades debacle’ and these are
in 2013, his freshman year, and received ers. Some teachers paid Mumford and
not the same issues.”
HAMILTON TROUBLES
a final grade of 55. On April 25, 2015, at others in the fraud ring to take teachers
He also justified a grade floor of 60
As McQueen was outlining her questhe end of his junior year, a person using exams for them multiple times.
There is pressure on teachers and tions and next steps in December from saying it “allows students to still be sucQuinn’s credentials changed the grade on
Nashville, Hopson’s staff was cessful in the future and does not cumuadministrators to show student
the transcript from 55 to 86.
investigating grade changing latively hold the student in failure for the
achievement growth and that
allegations at Hamilton duration of the school year.”
includes graduation rates.
‘UNCHARTED TERRITORY’
“This is common practice in Shelby
High School that appear
The grade changes at Trezevant did If they don’t improve,
to be connected to the County Schools and does not violate any
have the effect of upping the school’s there could be changes.
specific policy relating to grades,” Mackin
use of grade floors.
graduation rate by 12 percent to 13 per- And Trezevant is a high
Hamilton is not wrote, saying the email “encouraged
cent for a 65.2 percent graduation rate in school with a lot of
one of the seven other teachers to consider” a grade floor of 60
2015. But Hopson said even that doesn’t room for improvement
SCS schools with a per- but did not require it.
even if its football propoint to an incentive.
Mackin then quoted what is chapter
centage of fail-to-pass
“It was still incredibly low and there gram is the pride of the
grade changes above and verse of the grade-floor philosophy.
was no financial incentive to raise your institution.
“When a student receives a grade
the district’s average
Hopson and Stangraduation rate,” he said. “There really
of
20,
there is a mathematical imposthat
are
being
inveswas no financial incentive to inflate t o n ’ s t e a m q u i c k l y
SCS SUPERINTENDENT
sibility
of scoring high enough to make
tigated
by
the
school
graduation rates, which just makes it even e n c o u n t e r e d y e a r s
DORSEY HOPSON
up the grade in the future,” he wrote.
system.
of turnover in school
more bizarre.”
A grade floor is a “Therefore, creating other situations for
Hopson calls Trezevant “uncharted leadership and faculty,
territory” but concedes there have been including three principals in four school minimum failing grade a principal and the students and teacher, including but
indications of cultural problems even years. They are now seeking to recon- his/her staff can recommend teachers not limited to lack of work completion,
disruptive behavior, lack of investment
as the school system has stepped up struct who was doing what at the school not go below in failing students.
Monekea Smith, in her third year as in assignments, which can all cause
training and oversight as it transitions in those years as they pursue the invesprincipal at Hamilton, was suspended discipline issues with the student for the
to online testing, teacher accountabil- tigation beyond White.
The school has a colorful and con- without pay after investigators confirmed remainder of the school year.”
ity and student achievement, and quick
The distinction appears to be that
troversial history, much of it revolving in December grades were changed there
turnarounds of numbers for both.
a school administrator can’t order
that made failing grades become passSCS board member Stephanie Love, around football.
a teacher to abide by a grade
In the 2011 Academy Award winning ing grades. Hopson intends to
whose district includes Trezevant, has
floor. But the teacher could
documentary “Undefeated,” chroni- recommend she be fired by
urged Hopson to “clean house.”
still feel pressure to do
“I know there are people here who cling the Manassas High School football the school board.
so along the principal“And we are instiknew that something wasn’t right and it team, the Trezevant High School football
teacher relationship
didn’t take this investigation to know that program is featured at a football game tuting an immediate
that comes with some
something wasn’t right,” Love said upon in which the down-trodden Manassas moratorium on the
inherent tension.
High team is taunted on the field by the use of grade floors disthe Stanton report’s release.
The bright line
The school system is retraining ad- Trezevant High players. Memphis Police trictwide,” the school
on grade floors is that
ministrators and teachers on what is ultimately line up across the football field system press release
they cannot raise a failacceptable and what is not in changing at the end of the game to stop any direct announcing Smith’s susing grade to a passing
grades. It is also examining its procedures physical contact between the two teams. pension read. “Grade
grade.
Trezevant became an outpost of the floors were meant to
as well as oversight beyond the school
SCS BOARD CHAIRWOMAN
SCS board chairconventional school system in Frayser as ensure failing grades did
level.
SHANTE KNOX AVANT
woman Shante Knox
McQueen has also said the state will the state-run Achievement School Dis- not go below a certain
Avant said after the
audit grade changes in Shelby County trict focused on failing schools in Frayser level, so our students
because it has the highest concentration would have a better chance to improve. Stanton report’s release that it revealed
Schools for the next three school years.
They were never intended to allow the “a culture that has really not supported
Hopson’s reaction and condemnation of failing schools of any area in the city.
The ASD targets schools in the bottom changing of grades from failing to pass- our administration and our teachers in
of wrongdoing in the grade-changing
scandal mirrors what happened at the 5 percent statewide in terms of student ing. … Until we can get a handle on how the best way.”
On grade floors specifically, she
grade floors are being utilized from school
start of his tenure as superintendent in achievement.
It took over seven of the nine conven- to school, it’s in the best interest of our added, “We can be very emphatic about
2012 when federal prosecutors indicted
the first set of defendants in a similar tional non-charter SCS schools in Frayser students to discontinue the use of them.” what our roles are and how we are going
SCS board members were already to get there for our kids.”
in its first three school years.
scandal.
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MEMPHIS SOCCER

Professional Soccer
Returns to Memphis

“

I have no doubt the city is
going to grasp this with
two hands. If today is any
indication, I think we’re
gonna fill some seats and
this will be an exciting place
to watch a game.”
–Tim Howard,
United States National Team goalkeeper

United Soccer League (USL) Memphis fans sing a chant prior to a press conference held at AutoZone Park on Monday, Jan. 8,
to announce the team that will begin local play in 2019.
(Memphis News/Houstson Cofield)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

There is still much not known about
the United Soccer League (USL) team
that will begin play in Memphis in 2019
at AutoZone Park.
What will the team name be? The
team colors and logo? Who will be the first
coach? The first player signed to a contract? And when will the home opener be?
Despite all those unknowns, excitement at the Monday press conference at
AutoZone Park where USL president Jake
Edwards officially welcomed Memphis to
the USL, was at – and yes, we’re going to
say it – a fever pitch.
So when United States National Team
goalkeeper and Memphian Tim Howard
stepped to the lectern to start the proceedings, a group of fans who belong
to the American Outlaws – dedicated
to supporting the U.S. national soccer
teams – began chanting: “Timmy Howard, Timmy Howard.”
Those fans had gathered at The
Brass Door a couple of blocks away
and marched into the stadium carrying
Memphis USL banners and wearing USL
Memphis scarves. They were the first to
put down $50 deposits for season tickets
and they pretty much cheered throughout the event formally announcing that
professional soccer, at essentially the

(From left) Redbirds principal owner Peter Freund, Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland
and USL president Jake Edwards at the Jan. 8 announcement.
(Memphis News/Houston Cofield)

equivalent of Triple-A baseball, has returned to Memphis.
File this press conference under the
heading of Rowdy.
“I have no doubt the city is going to
grasp this with two hands,” said Howard,
who has been advising the Memphis
ownership group of Memphis Redbirds
principal owner Peter Freund and team
president Craig Unger, but does not
presently have an official post or owner-

ship stake with the team. “If today is any
indication, I think we’re gonna fill some
seats and this will be an exciting place to
watch a game.”
A rendering of the layout for soccer at
AZP shows that one goal would be along
the third base line and the other would
be in right field. And although Freund &
Co. have not committed to any logo or
colors yet, the swag on display – T-shirts
and scarves – was blue and gray.

Before last season, the Redbirds gave
their baseball logo a complete redesign to
emphasize Memphis, including the influence of music on the city, and to create
more brand identity apart from the parent St. Louis Cardinals. The Cardinals also
hold an ownership stake in the USL team.
Freund says they expect to have a
name and logo by March or April.
“We are going to run these as individual operations,” he said. “We will have a
sporting director, coaching staff, separate
sales people, but still sister organizations.
We’ll try to keep things consistent, but it’ll
be its own brand.”
The price of season tickets is also
still to be determined and, so too all the
logistics of hosting soccer matches in
AutoZone Park.
“It’s going to be a little bit of a reeducation process, even for us, on how
the building works for soccer,” Unger
said. “It’s a much different operation.”
In 2018, 34 USL teams will play 34
matches over 31 weeks. When Memphis
begins play in 2019, the majority of its
home games will be played on weekends.
The season extends from late March
through mid-October. The league is divided into Eastern and Western conferences and Memphis will start play in 2019
with expansion teams in Austin, Texas,
and Birmingham, Alabama.
Whatever the team name in Memphis,
which the league must approve, the USL
president expects it to be a fit. And for the
team that takes the field in 2019 to be an
extension of the Bluff City.
“Our experience is the team’s going
to reflect the characteristics of the city,”
Edwards said. “The ownership will go after a coach that will reflect those qualities
and put a team together that will reflect
those qualities, and play exciting soccer.
“They’re gonna be a tough, underdog,
hard-working team if that’s a reflection
of the city.”
Go to www.usl2memphis.com for
more information about the Memphis
team.
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Shot Fired From Memphis
Ignites Civil War Rematch
pears to have been greased, and, by that,
I mean it appears they have met together,
absent press notification, and formulated
this plan.”

SAM STOCKARD

VIEW FROM THE HILL

Confederate Lt. Gen. Nathan Bedford
Forrest died in 1877, but 140 years later
some people just can’t let their hero or the
Old South go away.
In fact, the state Legislature is set to
reignite the Civil War – to some degree – in
2018. We hope no gunshots are fired.
Democratic lawmakers are expected
to file legislation calling for the removal of
Forrest’s bust from the state Capitol after
the Capitol Commission defied Gov. Bill
Haslam’s request to move it to the State
Museum in 2017.
And Republican legislators are awaiting
a state investigation into the Memphis City
Council’s sale of park lands to a nonprofit
agency and the subsequent removal of Forrest and Jefferson Davis statues.
Considering the 2018 session is expected to be mundane and short as lawmakers try to get out early and campaign
for re-election, maybe this debate over the
last 250-plus years of American history will
spice up the affair.
Sadly, it is likely to overshadow solutions for juvenile justice reform and opioid
addiction. But our lawmakers are good at
multi-tasking, so let’s give them the benefit
of the doubt on dealing with a good number of serious problems.
The day after the Memphis City Council
voted to sell two city parks to Memphis
Greenspace, which led to the removal of
the embattled Forrest and Davis statues,
House Republican Majority Leader Glen
Casada and Republican Caucus Chairman
Ryan Williams called for an immediate
state probe, questioning whether Memphis
officials violated sunshine laws by working
outside the public eye, whether anyone
gained financially from the sale of the
two parks at a low price and whether the
removal of the statues violated state law.
“The Tennessee Historical Commission
has already voted to deny the city’s application to remove these statues, and this
decision in Shelby County, at a minimum,
completely violates both the spirit and
intent of state law in protecting Tennessee
history. We are governed by the rule of law
here in Tennessee, and these actions are a
clear infringement of this principle and set
a dangerous precedence for our state,” the
statement from Casada and Williams reads.
They’re working with House Speaker
Beth Harwell’s office, the attorney general, comptroller and anyone who gives a
hoot about keeping the Confederacy alive
“to further investigate this situation and
recommend action to the full body of the
Legislature.”
Lt. Gov. Randy McNally concurs, saying Memphis “might have very shaky legal
basis” for the property deal. “But I think
they certainly did violate the spirit of the
law, and what’s even more concerning,
if you look at the way it happened, it ap-

THE MEMPHIS ANGLE
In fact, the council didn’t publicly
discuss the parks’ sale to Memphis Greenspace in advance, though it did have an
ordinance pending for several different options, such as closing the parks or installing
memorials to lynching victims around the
Forrest statue, as it negotiated the outcome
of legal action with the state.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland’s administration had been waiting for a hearing
on whether the Forrest monument was a
war memorial and, therefore, fell under
the auspices of the Tennessee Historical
Commission.
But with mediation pushed off until
the new year, the Memphis City Council
apparently decided it was time to thumb its
nose at the state government. On Dec. 20,
instead of voting on a measure dealing with
gas and electric rate increases, the council
instead took up the monument ordinance,
and Councilman Edmund Ford Jr. asked
to substitute an ordinance selling the two
parks to Greenspace.
It passed, and the monuments came
down hours later, much to the chagrin of
Forrest disciples. (The remains of Forrest
and his wife remain there.)
Previously, the council approved a
separate ordinance allowing the city to
sell property at less than fair market value
with the restriction the land couldn’t be
developed and must be used for public use.
That measure didn’t receive any discussion, either, before passage.
Clearly, the council was less than transparent by avoiding talk about the decision.
Yet considering Mayor Strickland was
committed to removing these statues “in
a lawful way,” the move should come
as no surprise. He contends the city followed state law from the outset, laying the
groundwork over several months to sell the
parks to the nonprofit group.
“In the days after the August events in
Charlottesville (Virginia), we saw an avalanche of support come together behind
our efforts. So, it’s important that we not
forget the sea change that made today
a reality: Republicans and Democrats, a
unanimous city and county government,
Gov. Haslam, scores of diverse members
of the clergy, prominent members of the
business community, and citizen demonstrators came together to support the same
cause,” Strickland said after the sale.
He added he’s never seen “such solidarity” in his life in Memphis.
Strickland has the support from two
black lawmakers from the Bluff City who
are fed up with Forrest’s shadow looming
over Memphis and the State Capitol.
Rep. Antonio Parkinson, a Memphis
Democrat, says the Historical Commission
was “bullsh----ing” when the city sought a
waiver to remove the monuments.
“And you couldn’t have a conversation
with them, so (the city) found a way to get
around it,” Parkinson says.
But did they circumvent state law?

“Hey, do what you gotta do. That’s my
take on it. Make it happen,” Parkinson
adds.
Rep. G.A. Hardaway, another Memphis
Democrat who plans to sponsor legislation
to remove Forrest’s bust from the Capitol,
makes his disdain for the Historical Commission no secret.
“I think the Historical Commission
is controlled by a neo-Confederate, the
white supremacists, the white nationalists
and Confederate sympathizers. Everyone
on the commission is not such. But the
influence on the commission appears to
be such,” Hardaway says.
“So, I think the investigation, if my
colleagues are looking to investigate, that
they must include conflict of interest investigations of the Tennessee Historical
Commission.”
No question, pushing any waiver
through the Historical Commission is difficult. The year after the Heritage Protection
Act passed, the Legislature toughened it by
requiring a two-thirds vote of the commission to remove war-related monuments.
The commission moves so slowly, it hadn’t
even “promulgated” its rules when it voted
on the Memphis request. It still hasn’t considered a languishing Middle Tennessee
State University request to drop Forrest’s
name from its ROTC hall.
The problem goes even deeper, though,
than Confederate monuments, Hardaway
says, in that it allows the state to pre-empt
the efforts of city governments.
With an eye toward that, did the
Memphis City Council execute a flanking
maneuver on state law?
“No,” explains Hardaway, who has
faith in the city attorney to provide sound
advice. “I think it’s quite simply the Sons
of the Confederacy and the other neoConfederate sympathizers, that they have
been out-lawyered. It’s that simple.”
THE ANALYSIS
The Ku Klux Klan, with Forrest as its
first grand wizard, might have started as
some sort of underground brotherhood
to knock heads with carpetbaggers and
pro-Union forces during Reconstruction.
But it morphed instantly into a terrorist
organization and ran roughshod over the
country for the next 100 years, violating
the civil rights of black people and killing
them if they dared to stand up and take
their rightful place in American society
after centuries of repression.
So, while Forrest might have been
one of the best maneuvering generals in
the Civil War, able to outsmart a bunch
of drunken Northern military men, his
legacy was doomed from the days the KKK
decided to use the “Wizard of the Saddle”
to legitimize its existence.
Sam Stockard is a Nashville-based
reporter covering the Legislature for the
Nashville Ledger, Memphis Daily News,
Knoxville Ledger and Hamilton County
Herald.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com

COMPELLING COLUMNS.
BREAKING NEWS. 24/7.
MEMPHISDAILYNEWS.COM
The Memphis News features columns
from guest contributors writing about
a variety of topics, ranging from
small-business strategies to personal
finance advice to effective marketing
tips. To read these columns as well
as up-to-the-minute news coverage,
please visit memphisdailynews.com.

RAY & DANA BRANDON

RAYS OF WISDOM

Most Americans know they need to save
more cash, especially to bolster an emergency fund, but actually doing so can be difficult.
Ray and Dana Brandon share how to shift
your spending – and thinking – to help your
dollars add up more quickly.

MICHAEL GRABER

LET’S GROW

The “moats” established companies built to
protect themselves from startups aren’t defending as well as they once did. Columnist
Michael Graber shares insights from author
Dave Knox on how business leaders can
outcompete these nimble startups.

MARY C. MCDONALD

GUEST COLUMN

Difficult situations can bring out the best or
the worst in people, says Mary C. McDonald,
who advocates for choosing to find the best
in ourselves and be a source of hope for
others in the midst of chaos.

MEL & PEARL SHAW

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES
Fundraising volunteers are at the heart of
successful nonprofits, but sometimes these
leaders don’t step up to the expected level,
say columnists Mel and Pearl Shaw in the
first part of a series on how to identify and
address fundraising performance issues.

KITTY TAYLOR

GUERRILLA SALES & MARKETING
As the new year gets underway, columnist
Kitty Taylor shares two resolutions for sales
and marketing teams: one old habit to let go
of, and a new one to develop in its place.
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newsmakers
ANGELA COPELAND
CAREER CORNER

Job Seeking:
The One Last
Taboo?
In the age of oversharing online, it seems
that searching for a job is one of the last topics anyone wants to share. The world’s largest
job site, Indeed.com, recently commissioned
a study by Censuswide, surveying 10,000 job
seekers around the world – in the U.S., Australia,
Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Ireland,
the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
As you would expect, 65 percent of job
seekers worry that others may find out they’re
looking for a new job. Twenty-four percent of
job seekers ranked their job search as the topic
they’re least likely to share on social media. This
is right up there with personal finances.
And, this makes sense. In much of the U.S.,
workers have limited employment protections.
Simply put, an employer can fire you for a reason. Or they can fire you for no reason at all. If
they know you’re looking for a new job, they
may perceive you to be disloyal. And disloyal
employees are at risk for being let go.
They don’t have to give you advanced warning. We’ve all had a friend who has been walked
out of the building of their workplace with a
small box of their personal things. That horrific
thought is enough to cause you to never speak
about your own search ever again.
Professor Paul Dolan, behavioral economist
at London School of Economics, also pointed
out the need to be seen as successful.
“Admitting that we are looking for a job
means exposing others to our potential success
or failure. To avoid embarrassing ourselves, we
choose to hide our searches.”
This also holds true in romantic relationships. Researchers found that half of job seekers
don’t tell their partners when they’re applying
for a new job. Those older than 55 are even
more likely to keep searches hidden.
Although surprising, this finding makes
sense. If you’re searching online, you may apply to a large number of jobs before landing a
first-round interview. If it takes 30 applications
to land one phone interview, who wants to
have that conversation with a spouse 30 times?
Rather than feel like one successful phone
interview, it may very well feel like 29 failed applications. Often, a new job requires a lifestyle
change of some kind. Waiting until things are
more firm allows the job seeker to avoid some
level of judgment and conflict.
That said, keeping career changes from
your partner isn’t recommended. Your career
greatly impacts your personal life, and if you’re
sharing that life with someone else, your decisions will impact them too.
But when it comes to colleagues, there
really is good reason to be cautious. Even if
you’re doing a great job in your current role,
your boss may have second thoughts about
you if they know you’re looking. When you tell
others about your search, you risk losing control
of your search. As it’s clear, job searching really
is the last taboo.
Angela Copeland, a career coach and
founder of Copeland Coaching, can be reached
at copelandcoaching.com.

CW/CA Adds Fenton As
Marketing, Research Director
KATE SIMONE
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Editor’s note: Read our full Q&A with Laura Fenton at memphisdailynews.com.

Laura Fenton has joined Cushman & Wakefield/Commercial Advisors
as director of marketing and research. CW/CA’s Marketing & Research
department serves as the commercial real estate firm’s in-house
agency for brokers and clients, and in her role, Fenton leads strategic
communication, marketing and research for business development
initiatives, marketing on behalf of clients, public relations, advertising,
internal communications, social media and community involvement.
Hometown: Germantown,
Tennessee
Experience: I have a total of
eight years’ experience in the
communication field, five
specifically in commercial
real estate marketing and
communication. My background in writing first took
me to Selma, Alabama, for a
newspaper reporter position,
brought me back to Memphis
to work for the University of
Memphis as a publications
writer, and then allowed me
to expand my skills into corporate communication and
marketing within the commercial real estate industry.
What are your goals in your
new position? We have several openings on my team, so
my first goal will be to create
a team with people of varying expertise who will work
cross-functionally to improve
the company’s marketing
efforts. I also would like to

improve our public relations
and social media strategy,
especially when it comes to
informing the community
of the amazing philanthropy
done by our company. We’re
part of fantastic projects and
we shouldn't keep all this
good news to ourselves!
CW/CA’s real estate development map, 901REnews,
shows 93 projects under
construction in the region,
totaling more than $5 billion in investment, plus 63
proposed projects totaling $2.3 billion. What’s the
outlook for 2018? The 901
REnews is an incredible asset for the community. I encourage everyone to browse
the website if you have not
already done so. Several projects have been announced
within the past few weeks,
and we will be updating our
stats soon.
In the past year, it’s been
exciting to see construction

UT Methodist Physicians has added
three new physicians to its staff. Dr.
John Gleysteen earned his medical degree from the University of Alabama at
Birmingham. He completed a residency
in otolaryngology at Oregon Health and
Science University in Portland, Oregon,
and a fellowship in head and neck surgical oncology and microvascular reconstruction at Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr.
Yasser Khorchid received his medical
degree from the University of Damascus
in Syria and completed his residency
in neurology at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center. And Dr.
Arijit Chakravarty earned his Doctor of
Medicine from the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, where
he also completed a residency in internal medicine. Chakravarty completed

cranes up around the city
again, and this year some of
the projects will be delivered
to the market. Once this happens, there may be a shift to a
tenant’s market, as additional product will allow for more
choices when relocating.
There were also a large
amount of buildings sold to
owners new to the market,
bringing new perspectives
to our community. As the
year progresses, we will see
how this plays out for the
dynamic of the market. The
Cushman & Wakefield/Commercial Advisors MarketBeat
reports will be out soon and
will have more detailed analysis of the upcoming year, so
be sure to read the reports
once they’re released.
What projects coming online in the next few months
are poised to have the greatest impact on Memphis? One
project delivering in Q1 2018
is TraVure, the new German-

fellowships in general nephrology at
Northshore-Long Island Jewish Medical
Center and in transplant nephrology at
Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
Elizabeth McMahon has been named
director of children’s services at SRVS,
where she will lead the SRVS Kids
& Families program. McMahon has
worked in the pediatrics field since
2003, serving children from birth to
age 18. She founded and was clinical
director of Brightsong pediatric therapy and education services in Cordova,
where she was also a speech-language
pathologist
Jacqueline Green has been named
SRVS’ director of community living.
Green has 17 years’ experience in disability services, including a previous po-

LAURA FENTON
town mixed-use development along Poplar Avenue.
It will have significant impact
on the office market with the
opening of a five-story Class
A building, 150,000 square
feet, in addition to 35,000
square feet of retail space
with Class A office on the second floor.
A new development to watch
this year, which will also
have a long-range impact
on Memphis, is The Edge
district.
If you could give one piece
of advice to young people,
what would it be? Kindness
goes a long way. Whether
offering a thank-you to a coworker, asking how someone’s child or pet is doing,
acting genuine when meeting new people at a networking event, or forgiving yourself for making a mistake,
choose kindness. We are all
human and no one expects
you to be perfect.

sition as community transition coordinator for the state Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.
SRVS’ Community Living Department
is its residential services component,
staffing homes across the city for individuals supported by the agency.
Christina M. Burdette, founder of The
Burdette Law Firm, has received the 10
Best Attorneys of Tennessee Award for
2017 and 2018, as selected by the American Institute of Legal Counsel Family
Law Division. The award is based on
nominations from clients or fellow attorneys for professional achievement
consistent with high client satisfaction.
Burdette founded her Germantownbased firm in 1998 and focuses her
practice on family law, estate law and
advocating for citizens in tax law cases.

www.thememphisnews.com

January 12-18, 2018 25

COMMUNITY

H E A LT H CA R E

Dunavant Awards
Shines Light On
Public Servants

New East Memphis OB/GYN
Practice Launching Feb. 2

MICHAEL WADDELL

lierville Mayor Stan Joyner and Memphis
Public Libraries director Keenon McCloy.
The awards began in 2004 as a way to
Being a public servant often is thank- not only honor Dunavant, who died in 2003,
less job, but each year the Rotary Club of but to promote good government through
Memphis East recognizes the importance of the example of award winners.
Other past honorees include Memphis
public service to the community by hosting
Mayor Jim Strickland when he was a Memthe Dunavant Public Servant Awards.
Two public servants are honored phis City Council member in 2012, as well as
each year – one elected official and one Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell in 2010.
“We keep prior years’ nominations for
non-elected. The 15th annual event, cosponsored by The Daily News, will take both categories because we tend to see
some of the same people nomiplace on Wednesday, Feb. 28,
nated each year, and we can’t
at the Holiday Inn-University of
choose everyone every year,”
Memphis on Central Avenue.
Griffee said.
Nominations, which are due
The event usually draws 400 to
by Feb. 1, are open to the public.
500 attendees. This year’s keynote
The nomination link can be found
speaker for the event is Carolyn
at http://www.rotaryclubofmemHardy, chairwoman of the Greater
phiseast.org.
Memphis Chamber’s Chairman’s
The event seeks to honor pubCircle and president and CEO of
lic servants who are honest, un- CAROLYN
HARDY
Chism Hardy Investments.
pretentious, accessible, energetic,
Other previous keynote speakinvolved, generous, empathetic
and attentive to detail – all of the things ers at the luncheon have featured a mix
that defined the late Shelby County Probate from politics and business like U.S. Sen. Bob
Corker, FedEx Corp. founder Fred Smith;
Court Clerk Bobby Dunavant.
“He was the epitome of a public servant U.S. Sens. Lamar Alexander, Howard Baker
for decades,” said Rotary Club president J. and Phil Gramm; U.S. Rep. Harold Ford Jr.;
Mark Griffee, shareholder and partner with AutoZone president and CEO Bill Rhodes;
Black McLaren Jones Ryland & Griffee, P.C. Tennessee Govs. Bill Haslam and Phil
“He never had an office in the back. His desk Bredesen; Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour;
was right out in front. He was particularly and Spence L. Wilson, chairman of Kemhelpful as a mentor to young attorneys such mons Wilson Cos.
A table for 10 can be reserved for $400
as myself who were just learning the ropes.”
Last year’s award recipients were Col- and individual tickets are available for $50.
Special to The Memphis News

ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

A new OB/GYN practice is launching
in East Memphis Feb. 2, the result of a
trio of doctors leaving their current office
to hang out their own shingle and offer
a full range of obstetrics and gynecology
services.
Drs. Kyle Martin, Helen Lee and
Audrey Page are opening Martin, Lee
& Page OBGYN PLC at 6286 Briarcrest
Ave., suite 308, at the end of this month
after moving out of the current office –
McDonald Murrmann Women’s Clinic
PLC – where they’re partners.
Joining the trio of doctors is nurse
practitioner Lauren Beavers. The group
also has ambitions to grow and hasn’t
ruled out adding more physicians to the
lineup as the need arises.
All three physicians are mothers,
Martin says, and very much are building
their practice on the future of health care
for women. The focus is also on seeing
patients at all stages of their OB/GYN
journey – from adolescence through
pregnancy, menopause and beyond –
building the practice around choices
women have and new and emerging
technologies that arise.
“I’ve been with McDonald Murrmann Women’s Clinic for almost – going on 13 years,” Martin said. “It’s been
great. As the practice has grown, it kind
of started moving in a different direction, and the three of us are very focused
on OB/GYN and the whole spectrum
of women’s health care, taking care of
women at all stages of life. And we still
want to continue to focus on obstetrics

and gynecology. It was a good opportunity for us to set up our own situation so
we can continue doing what we really
like to do.”
In addition to Martin, Lee has more
than 20 years of practice in obstetrics
and gynecology. She spent nine years
running her own practice in San Diego
before relocating to Memphis with her
husband and joined McDonald Murrmann Women’s Clinic in 2008.
Page started her medical career as
a registered nurse before deciding to
become a doctor. She joined McDonald
Murrmann in 2013.
More senior physicians will often opt
out of taking care of pregnant women
to have more of a focus on gynecology
patients. The new practice, Lee explains,
is meant to do both.
“We don’t mind sharing calls and
getting up in the middle of the night to
deliver a baby,” she said, “because we
really enjoy the relationships we develop
with our patients and love being a part
of their special day.”
Among other services offered by the
new practice – the website of which is
mlpobgyn.com – are pregnancy and
prenatal care, family planning, cancer
prevention and more.
“We’re excited to start our own practice and do what we really love to do,”
Martin said. “And that’s taking care of
patients and delivering their babies and
getting to know them and be a part of
their lives at all their different stages in
life. It’s pretty fun, because we take care
of patients – we take care of their moms
and their sisters and their children. It’s
kind of like a family affair.”

G OV E R N M E N T

County Commission Goes Back Into Minority Contract Rules
BILL DRIES
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Shelby County commissioners approved a $1.6 million
contract Monday, Jan. 8, for
mobile data terminals, tablets
and wireless routers for the
Shelby County Sheriff’s Office.
The contract with Tate
Computer Systems Inc. is an
entry into a system of body
cameras for sheriff’s deputies.
Capital funding for the hardware came from a line item
for a delayed health clinic that
will be built in the next fiscal
year, according to county chief
administrative officer Harvey
Kennedy.
Tate is a minority and locally-owned business.
Commissioners and other

county leaders are scheduled to
meet Wednesday in a working
group aimed at making fixes to
the year-old county resolution
setting percentage goals for
county government contracts
with such businesses.
Commissioner Van Turner,
who is leading the effort, said
last week the plan is to have a
set of recommended changes
hashed out at the Wednesday
session and then discuss then
more fully on Jan 17. By that
timetable there could be a vote
of the full commission at its
Jan. 22 meeting on whatever
the committee recommends.
The changes would involve
hiring attorney Ricky E. Wilkins
for up to $50,000 to advise
the commission on whether
the changes comply with a
recent disparity study. The

study establishes disparities in process,” he said. “That’s really
awarding county contracts to where I am coming from.”
Turner and Kennedy,
specific minority groups and
locally owned businesses. If however, have said the rules
the commission departs from need to be more specific and
those findings, it makes the give better guidance on what
percentages and goals more takes priority in awarding a
susceptible to a legal challenge. given contract – the percentage goal for minorCommissioners
ity businesses or the
differ on the cause of
percentage goal for
problems with interlocally-owned busipreting and executing
nesses when a busithose rules.
ness is not in both
Commissioner
categories.
Steve Basar believes
“There’s a piece of
the administration
truth to that,” Basar
and the county’s Ofconceded. “The ordifice of Equal Oppor- STEVE BASAR
tunity Compliance
aren’t communicating as well
as they should.
“The issue isn’t so much we
need to redo it as we need to
improve the teamwork and the

nance says our goal
is 20 percent. If you interpret
that as saying our goal is 20
percent on every single project,
and come hell or high water
we need to get that on every

project, in my mind that’s not
what it really says.”
He interprets the rules as 20
percent on average or better.
“Purchasing gives somebody a waiver and says you don’t
need to meet your 20 percent
because you’ve made a good
faith effort,” Basar said of what
can happen next. “And the EOC
office comes right behind them
and says, ‘Prove to me, show me
how you can come up with the
waiver.’ You can imagine that
that sets off an adversarial relationship. … You are guilty until
you prove yourself innocent.”
The commission delayed
its meeting an hour Monday
so commissioners could attend
the funeral of attorney and
former Memphis City Council
member Lewis Donelson at
Idlewild Presbyterian Church.
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MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES

Winning Still Feels Good, Even
If ‘Tanking’ is More Productive

Memphis Grizzlies center Marc Gasol (33) controls the ball against New Orleans Pelicans guards E'Twaun Moore (55) and Jrue
Holiday (11) in the second half of an NBA game Wednesday, Jan. 10, in Memphis. 
(AP Photo/Brandon Dill)

DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

The big man sat at his locker with a
somber look on his face. He spoke just
above a whisper.
He had scored 29 points on the night,
14 in the fourth quarter when he had hit
all four threes he took. He didn’t have
much to say about that.
“Found shots in the flow of the game,”
said the big fella.
His team had lost by three points.
It also had scored 38 points in the first
quarter and a season-low nine points in
the third quarter.
The best explanation for that? It was
a Wednesday in January in the NBA and
this stuff happens to somebody every
night.
But for once, it didn’t happen to the
Memphis Grizzlies. For once, it wasn’t
Marc Gasol speaking after a loss and trying to explain all that went wrong.
The Grizzlies’ 105-102 victory over
New Orleans at FedExForum, on Wednesday, Jan. 10, still left them 14 games under
.500 at 13-27. It also dropped the Pelicans,

who are perched in the eighth and last
playoff spot in the Western Conference,
back to .500 at 20-20.
Anthony Davis didn’t play because
of a twisted ankle. That helped. But the
Grizzlies were without Mike Conley (and
Chandler Parsons), and so let’s throw the
injuries out for this one.
Point is, if the Pelicans remain a playoff team they are a pretty clear example
of how meaningless that can be. They
would get the Golden State Warriors in
the first round. They might steal a game
if the Warriors nod off for a few moments,
but they wouldn’t be making it a competitive series.
We bring this up for the benefit of the
last of the diehards out there that want
Conley to start playing yesterday and
the team to make a desperate push for
the playoffs.
Futile. They can’t get there. And even
if they could, they still wouldn’t be as talented as the Pelicans, who got caught flipping their intensity on and off Wednesday
like a bored kid playing with the lights.
It’s at this juncture we should probably talk a little about what it means to
tank. Now, literally, a tank can be a heavy

“

... if the Pelicans remain
a playoff team they are a
pretty clear example of how
meaningless that can be.

armed fighting vehicle; wouldn’t that be a
great weapon against the Warriors?
It’s also where you put the gas in
your car. And as a verb, it is to “fail completely.”
So what does that do to a win that
so easily could have been a loss? If the
aim is to tank in NBA parlance and lose
as much as possible so as to get the best
lottery pick possible, the Grizzlies failed
completely against the Pelicans.
Although if it makes you feel any better, big man Boogie Cousins had his share
of blame in this loss. He made a costly
turnover with seven seconds left when
the Pelicans only trailed by a point. He

had five turnovers on the night. Big men
everywhere overestimate their ability to
put the ball on the floor.
Meantime, Gasol was wearing the
Pelicans’ nine-point third quarter as a
badge of honor for team defense.
“Third quarter was really good,” he said.
So was the defense on the Pelicans’
next-to-last possession of the game.
Cousins got the ball with JaMychal Green
on him. There was no doubt Cousins was
going try and make a play.
“Marc used his intelligence, put
himself between Cousins and the basket,” said Grizzlies interim coach J.B.
Bickerstaff. “You hope, or try to force,
somebody else to beat you because you
know he’s capable. You have to give
Marc a ton of credit, a compliment to his
basketball IQ.”
Thought that never entered Gasol’s
head: I should let Boogie stroll to the
basket and score so we can get a better
draft pick in June.
The Pelicans still got a great look
down three points as the clock expired.
E’Twaun Moore, one of the best 3-point
shooters in the NBA, launched the shot
and the ball hit the rim and glanced away.
Moore took the fatalistic approach to
this event.
“Gotta live with it. That one didn’t go
in, so you gotta go to the next one,” Moore
said. “That’s all.”
So it goes night after night in the
NBA. And for some franchises, season
after season.
The Grizzlies won one in a season
when wins have been hard to find. It
made for a nice night, even if it potentially
comes at cost several months from now.
That said, the Grizzlies would be wise
to keep Conley and his sore heel on the
sideline. Maybe Parsons and his sore
knee, too.
They should make the best deal they
can for Tyreke Evans at the trade deadline. They should treat this year’s NBA
Draft as one of the most important moments for the franchise in the last decade
because it will be.
And yes, when the wins do come,
they should be allowed to enjoy them
just a little. Because once you step on
the court, how can you not try to beat
the other guys?
“We got enough stops at the end to
give our offense a little oxygen and get
away with a win,” Gasol said.
So take a deep breath … and be happy
for Big Spain and the rest of them.
And then hope they don’t pull this
kind of thing very often.
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK

OU Guard Trae Young Intriguing Lottery Prospect
Tigers win; Conley vows he'll return
DON WADE
dwade@memphisdailynews.com

Do you have Trae Young fever?
Does just considering the possibility of the freshman Oklahoma
Sooners point guard in a Grizzlies
uniform inspire a rapid heartbeat,
cause you to break out in a sweat,
and dream of a massive turnaround as soon as next season?
When the college basketball
season started, Young was not
really in the conversation of oneand-done top-shelf lottery picks
in the summer of 2018. Of course,
the Grizzlies also were not in the
lottery discussion.
But times have changed. The
Grizzlies, at 12-27, are going to
miss the playoffs and be in the
lottery. The trick, it would seem, is
to be bad enough to tilt the odds
toward getting one of the first five
picks. That’s where the line falls
separating the top players from
the next tier.
Young was not supposed to
be a top-five lock. But now his
combination of scoring and playmaking has people putting him
in the conversation for the first

three picks.
Through Oklahoma’s 12-2
start, Young was averaging 29.4
points and 10.2 assists. Not a
misprint. He also was picking up
3.9 rebounds per game. He hung
43 points with seven assists on
Oregon. He went for 39 and 11 as
the Sooners knocked off a really
good TCU team on the road.
And of course there are the
26 points and 22 assists, albeit
against Northwestern State, that
really grabbed everyone’s attention. The scoring point guard
might well be the best place to
begin in the NBA today and Young
looks like that’s what he could be.
So what are the knocks on
Young? Here’s Andrew Sharp
of SI.com, who has become a
huge Young fan, on the concerns:
“Young is small – listed at 6-2,
but that looks generous – and
he’s not an eye-popping athlete.
There's reason to worry about
his defense, and in part because
everything he’s doing is too crazy
to be real, I’m worried about how
he’ll fare against NBA length and
athleticism.”
Those are fair points. Put an-

other way: Will Trae Young come
closer to being a player who makes
a relatively seamless transition to
the NBA or will he be one of those
college wonders who spends his
rookie season getting his shots
blocked a lot?
At this still very early date, a
different si.com writer had Young
going seventh in the draft while
Sporting News moved him up to
third and nbadraft.net had him
second. In two of those mock
drafts, the Grizzlies were projected to take Texas 7-foot-center
Mohamed Bamba. The obvious
caveat from these mock draft
gurus: If the Grizzlies trade Marc
Gasol, the pick makes some sense
(presuming it’s not a Hasheem
Thabeet flashback).
CONLEY SAYS HE WILL RETURN BUT NO TIMETABLE
Before last Friday’s game
vs. Washington, Conley said he
would play again this season but
offered no timeline for his return.
Conley has not played in two
months and he said that heel pain
is still an issue, although he said
the Achilles itself has not been
compromised.
“Unfortunately, the process is
slow,” Conley said. “But I’m mak-

Oklahoma guard Trae Young heads up court in the second half of an
NCAA college basketball game against Oklahoma State in Norman,
Okla., Wednesday, Jan. 3. Oklahoma won 109-89. 
(AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
ing progress.”
The Grizzlies’ front office will
also have a say in this, of course.
With Conley’s history of Achilles
problems and making the playoffs
a long shot at best, it would be
tempting to keep Conley on the
sidelines the rest of the season.
PENNY’S EAST HIGH MUSTANGS HIT LOSING STREAK
While some Memphis Tigers
fans clamor for former Tiger and
ex-NBA star Penny Hardaway to
become the next coach, Hardaway
now has his hands full with his

East High School Mustangs.
This past weekend in the annual Penny Hardaway ARS/Rescue Rooter National Hoopfest,
East lost 73-70 to Olive Branch
and 78-73 in overtime to Chicago
Simeon at White Station. Previous
to that, East lost in the title game
of the City of Palms Tournament
in Fort Myers, Florida. Going into
that tourney, East was the No.
1-ranked high school team in the
country, but slipped to fifth after
the loss.
Now East will likely tumble
farther down the rankings.

MLK50 Weekend, Jeremiah Martin’s State of Mind, NFL Mock Draft
DON WADE

THE PRESS BOX
The MLK50 events around Monday’s
Grizzlies-Lakers game will include NBA
commissioner Adam Silver and NBA Players Association executive director Michele
Roberts touring the National Civil Rights
Museum and joining players Mike Conley
and Brooks Lopez and retired WNBA star
Swin Cash in a discussion: “MLK50: Where
do we go from here?”
In addition, the Earl Lloyd Sports
Legacy Symposium on Monday before the
game will feature former players Penny
Hardaway, James Worthy, Sam Perkins and
Cash. Although the Grizzlies had not officially released the lineup as of this writing,
it was reported on espn.com.
The game between Los Angeles and
the Grizzlies will be played at 4:30 p.m.at
FedExForum and carried on TNT.
Last season the NBA moved the game
away from Martin Luther King Jr. Day and

put the Grizzlies playing the Chicago Bulls
the night before in prime time on ESPN.
The time slot and the game being on ESPN
was supposed to soothe Memphis. It didn’t.
On a day with NFL playoff games, it was an
afterthought.
The NBA schedule-makers may always
tilt toward the marquee teams and biggest
markets for 81 regular season games each
season, but on this one day Memphis
should have priority.
It should be a great weekend. But if
you’re full-on in favor of the team taking
a top-down passive-aggressive approach
to “tanking,” this game falls outside that
game plan.
Or to channel University of Memphis
wide receiver Anthony Miller after the win
over UCLA: Beat L.A.
DID JEREMIAH MARTIN HAVE ONE
FOOT OUT THE DOOR?
After a stretch of bad shooting, U of M
guard Jeremiah Martin bounced back with
28 points and 31 points in consecutive wins
over Tulsa and Tulane. But in this season
of Tiger basketball, there apparently cannot
be even a moment without drama.
A local ESPN radio host, Jason Smith,
who is a former Tigers basketball beat

reporter for The Commercial Appeal, said
on-air that Martin was seriously considering a transfer. Given the mass exodus from
the program after last season, including
Dedric Lawson, K.J. Lawson and Markel
Crawford, this did not sound impossible.
But Martin denied he was close to leaving during in an interview on another radio
station, Sports56, saying he didn’t know
where that rumor came from and “I’m not
going to quit on the team.”
Coach Tubby Smith (no relation to
Jason) only complicated matters when
talking with media about the victory over
Tulsa, saying, “Thank goodness we kept
guys like Jeremiah …”
OK, what’s that supposed to mean?
Martin was one of three players brought
to the postgame press conference following last Tuesday’s win over Tulane here.
He sounded bought-in and had praise for
Smith’s tweaks to the offense.
“The way we’re playing now it’s getting
everyone shots,” Martin said. “We’re just
finding out who we are. We may not be the
most talented team, but (we’re) just going
out and playing hard.”
Martin is only a junior, by the way, so
the transfer question will linger. A player
only gets four years for a shot at playing in

an NCAA Tournament and Martin likely
isn’t going to reach that destination this
season. So he is starting to run out of time.
NFL MOCK DRAFT
San Diego lost its NFL team, but that
hasn’t stopped the San Diego UnionTribune from posting a mock draft that
goes two rounds deep. Of most interest to
Memphis fans, Miller was projected to go
in the second round, 50th overall, to the
Dallas Cowboys.
Three quarterbacks were projected in
the top five spots: USC’s Sam Darnold first
overall to Cleveland, UCLA’s Josh Rosen
second to the New York Giants and Wyoming’s Josh Allen fifth to Denver (that can’t
be good for former Tiger Paxton Lynch).
The first two defensive players off the
board were North Carolina State defensive
end Bradley Chubb at No. 3 to Indianapolis and Alabama defensive back Minka
Fitzpatrick at No. 4 to Cleveland (so much
for Minka winning more championships).
Don Wade’s column appears weekly in
The Daily News and The Memphis News.
Listen to Wade on “Middays with Greg &
Eli” every Tuesday at noon on Sports 56
AM and 87.7 FM.
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UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

After Disaster of 2017, New Year
Looking Better for Vols' Athletics
DAVE LINK
Knoxville Sports Correspondent

Vol Nation should celebrate.
It’s a new year.
It’s got to be better than 2017.
Tennessee athletics had a bad
year, one of the worst ever. It
was rough for fans, alumni and
boosters.
Need a reminder? Tennessee
football was historically bad, and
Butch Jones got fired with two
games left in his fifth season.
Then-athletic director John
Currie failed in his search for
Jones’ replacement and was put
on leave Dec. 1 by UT chancellor
Beverly Davenport. Phillip Fulmer, fired as UT’s coach in 2008
and runner-up to Currie for the
athletic director’s job earlier in
2017, was hired as the Vols’ AD.
Other shortcomings in UT
sports paled alongside with football:
• Tennessee’s 2016-17 women’s basketball team in fell short
of expectations.
• UT’s men didn’t get to the
NCAA for the second consecutive
year under basketball coach Rick
Barnes.
• Baseball continued its miserable run, and coach Dave Serrano
resigned before the last series of
the season.
• The once-proud men’s tennis program had its second consecutive losing season, and Currie
fired coach Sam Winterbotham.
• Volleyball’s slide continued
in Rob Patrick’s 21st season – the
Lady Vols finished 11th in the
SEC – and Patrick resigned Dec. 6.
It wasn’t all bad in 2017,
though. UT softball, women’s
tennis, swimming and diving,
and track gave Vol fans reasons to
cheer. Still, it was pretty gloomy.
So let’s move forward. Here
are some spring dates to watch:
JAN. 13,
MEN’S TENNIS OPENER
Tennis, anyone?
The Vols start the 2018 season
at home at Goodfriend Indoor
Tennis Center with two matches
Saturday (Jan. 13) against Charlotte at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Tennessee has five more
matches at Goodfriend before
heading to Austin, Texas, for the
Jan. 23-26 ITA Kick-Off Weekend

Senior shortstop Meghan Gregg is the reigning SEC Player of the
Year and an NSBC All-America selection. The 2017 Lady Vols finished
No. 11 and No. 12 in the national polls.
(The Ledger Files/Jerry Denham)
(Texas, Minnesota and Notre
Dame are the other four teams in
Austin). If Tennessee advances,
it plays Feb. 16-19 in the ITA National Team Indoor Championships in Seattle.
Such an early run to nationals
would be anticipated a few years
ago, but UT tennis fell on hard
times before Currie fired Winterbotham, who rebuilt the Vols
into a national power during his
11 years in Knoxville – they were
NCAA runners-up in 2010 – but
he had consecutive bad seasons
in 2016 and 2017 and went 0-12
and 3-9 in the SEC, respectively.
Currie selected Winterbotham’s longtime assistant coach,
Chris Woodruff, as interim coach
before announcing him as head
coach in mid-May. It was a popular hire, one supported by UT fans
the local tennis community, and
even Winterbotham. Woodruff
won the NCAA singles championship in 1993 while playing for
Tennessee, reached No. 29 in the
ITA World Rankings in the 1990s
and began his coaching career
at UT when he retired from pro
tennis in 2002.
Junior Timo Stodder of Berlin,
Germany is Woodruff’s top player.
Stodder enters the 2018 season
ranked No. 36 in the Oracle/ITA
Rankings after playing No. 1 for
the Vols all last year. Junior Preston Touliatos, who missed last
season with a back injury, returns
to the top half of the lineup.
Three freshmen made their
UT debuts during the fall season: Andrew Rogers of Brentwood, Adam Walton of Home
Hill, Australia; and Ryan Smith of
Toowoomba, Australia.

Woodruff signed two more
players during the early signing
period who are eligible: Nicaise
Muamba of Laval, Quebec, and
Sean Presson of Knoxville.
JAN. 20-21,
WOMEN’S TENNIS OPENERS
More tennis, anyone?
UT’s women start the season
Jan. 20 against Old Dominion in
Norfolk, Virginia, and play the
next day against William & Mary
in Williamsburg. The Lady Vols
play four matches the next two
weekends at Goodfriend Indoor
Tennis Center.
Former Lady Vol tennis player
Alison Ojeda was hired as an assistant to Mike Patrick in June of
2016, and when Patrick resigned
in November of 2016, Ojeda was
promoted to head coach.
Her first season was a hit. The
Lady Vols posted their most wins
(19) and highest national ranking
(No. 12) since 2011, earned their
first NCAA bid since 2014 and
finished the season ranked No. 24.
Ojeda was rewarded by Currie with a five-year contract with
an average salary of $141,000,
contract terms that match those
of Woodruff’s.
Ojeda must replace two topthree players from last year’s
lineup in Brittany Lindl (No. 1)
and Eve Repic (Nos. 3 and 2), who
were both seniors.
Junior Sadie Hammond of
Belgrade, Maine, will compete for
one of the Lady Vols’ top spots.
Ojeda had two freshmen
in the fall, Tenika McGiffin of
Queensland, Australia, and Chelsea Sawyer of Clemmons, North
Carolina, and signed two players

Senior catcher Benito Santiago is looking for a big offensive comeback year after batting .250 and scoring 20 runs in 2017. (Tony Farlow/Four
Seam Images via AP Images)

in the fall, Kylie Duckworth of
Martinez, Georgia, and Kaitlin
Staines of New South Wales,
Australia.
FEB. 7, NATIONAL
SIGNING DAY
It’s the day Jeremy Pruitt,
hired to as UT’s new coach Dec.
7, caps off his first recruiting class
as a head coach.
Pruitt completed his duties as
Alabama’s defensive coordinator
in Monday night’s national championship game against Georgia
and hit the recruiting trail with his
new staff Friday when the dead
period ended.
So far, Pruitt has done an admirable job keeping Tennessee’s
recruiting on track while doing
double duty with the Tide. UT enters the stretch run with the No. 16
recruiting class in the nation and
No. 5 in the SEC, per the 247Sports
composite rankings Monday.
Topping the Vols’ needs before signing day is the cornerback position, particularly with
Rashaan Gaulden opting to forgo
his senior season and to enter the
NFL draft. Gaulden’s departure
leaves Tennessee without its top
four corners from the 2017 secondary, perhaps the best position
group of the team.
One of Pruitt’s targets is cornerback Olaijah Griffin of Mission
Viejo, California, who was committed to UCLA when he took an
official visit to Tennessee Dec.
15. Griffin, a four-star prospect
and No. 4 corner in the Class of
2018 by 247Sports, opened his
recruiting not long after his visit
and now has Tennessee atop his
list with USC.

UT could get a gem if it lands
five-star cornerback Isaac TaylorStuart of San Diego, whose official
visit to Tennessee is Feb. 2, the
final weekend before signing day.
Taylor-Stuart has 50 offers, a list
including Alabama, Georgia, USC
and Texas A&M.
Four-star linebacker Quay
Walker of Crisp County (Georgia)
High is committed to Alabama,
but last week said he was unsure of his commitment. Pruitt’s
prior relationship with Walker at
Alabama could help sway him to
the Vols.
Don’t be surprised if Pruitt
pulls it off. Last Saturday, four-star
outside linebacker JJ Peterson of
Moultrie, Georgia, committed
to the Vols during the U.S. Army
All-American Bowl without ever
visiting campus. He chose UT
over Alabama and Georgia. Peterson’s best relationship during
with an Alabama coach during
recruiting was with Pruitt, and his
lead recruiter from Georgia was
outside linebackers coach Kevin
Sherrer, who was hired by Pruitt
to be UT’s defensive coordinator.
The next four weeks will be
critical for Pruitt’s first signing
class.
FEB. 8, SOFTBALL OPENERS
Amid a bum year for UT sports
was another big year for UT softball under co-head coaches Ralph
and Karen Weekly.
Dave Link is a freelance journalist living in Knoxville.

For complete story, visit
www.memphisdailynews.com
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T E N N E S S E E T I TA N S

Mariota Finds Swagger, Giving Fans Hope
For Rare Second-Round Playoff Win
"I think it’s important that he gets
the recognition he
deserves," Titans
offensive tackle
Taylor Lewan says
of his quarterback,
Marcus Mariota,
being congratulated here after
throwing a secondhalf touchdown
to himself against
Kansas City on
Saturday.

TERRY MCCORMICK
Nashville Sports Correspondent

About a month ago, following a Dec. 10
loss at Arizona, Marcus Mariota showed a
seldom-seen side of his personality.
Clearly dejected, he seemed flustered
and distraught while answering questions
in his post-game press conference, even
answering that he was “pissed off” about
his performance when asked why he
seemed more bothered than usual following the Titans’ 12-7 loss to the struggling
Cardinals.
A couple of days later, Mariota apologized for his press conference demeanor,
saying he had gotten an earful from his
mother for his behavior.
Most of the media probably didn’t
give Mariota’s initial frustrations a second
thought, figuring the third-year Titans
quarterback had every right to be upset
with how he and the offense had played
that day – and for a good part of the season,
for that matter.
A week later, facing a must-win season
finale against Jacksonville and with the
Titans clinging to a 15-10 lead, that same
mannerly Mariota scrambled out of the
pocket on third down-and-5 with two minutes remaining, slamming Jaguars safety
Barry Church helmet-first into the home
turf with a vicious stiff-arm to the face en
route to a 13-yard run and a first down.
Even more out of character, he popped
out of his slide at midfield long enough to
strike a defiant pose. Teammates, both offensive and defensive, rushed off the sidelines to celebrate his new-found swagger,
which will be needed more than ever Saturday night when the Titans travel to New
England as a two-touchdown underdog
against the defending Super Bowl champs.
“The Silent Assassin,” veteran tight end
Delanie Walker dubbed him after the game.

(AP Photo/Ed Zurga)

“I like body language like that,” coach
Mike Mularkey added. “It’s good for our
team.”
“It was just me being me,” Mariota explains, seemingly oblivious to the fact that
it was showing an entirely different side.
“Again, I’m going to do whatever it takes
to win. This is the time in the season where
you’ve just got to lay it all on the line.”
That confident, healthy playmaker, the
Mariota that blossomed as a second-year
player before breaking a leg late in the season, was on full display Saturday when the
Titans overcame a 21-3 halftime deficit at
Kansas City to win 22-21, their first playoff
win in 14 years.
The 18-point deficit tied for the secondlargest for a road winner in NFL playoff
history. The Cowboys came back from 21-3
down in the first half to beat the 49ers 3028 in December 1972, and the Lions came
back from 27-7 in the second half to beat
the 49ers in December 1957.
It also was the fifth-largest comeback in
franchise history, the biggest since a 24-21
win against the Giants on Nov. 26, 2006,
when the Titans were down 21-0 midway
through the second quarter. Rob Bironas
won that game with a 49-yard field goal
with :06 remaining.

‘MARCUS IS OUR LEADER’
A three-game December losing streak
can spark dissension on an underachieving
team, and that’s where the Titans found
themselves going into that season-finale
against Jacksonville. This is a team that was
expected to win the AFC South and advance
to the playoffs.
A loss to the Jags would likely have
meant another postseason watching other
teams play.
And much of that underperformance
was resting on Mariota, who as a thirdyear quarterback was expected to take a
leap forward.
His teammates apparently never lost
faith.
“Marcus is our leader in the huddle,”
says center Ben Jones, a sixth-year player.
“He’s a guy who you can count on at all
times. He’s the most focused guy. He’s the
calmest guy always, and he’s a competitor.
I wouldn’t want anybody else in the huddle
with me.”
Receiver Rishard Matthews concurs.
“Good things happen to positive people, and Marcus is the most positive person
I’ve ever been around,” says Matthews,
also six-year veteran. “It just shows. He’s
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AutoZone Liberty Bowl
executive director Steve
Ehrhart hopes that the
Memphis Tigers’ first-ever
appearance in the bowl game
is only a beginning.
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The Memphis industrial market finished the year strong by
adding almost 1 million square
feet of net absorption in the

fourth quarter, bringing the 2017
total to more than 4.3 million
square feet.
It also marked the 18th consecutive quarter of positive net
absor ption for the Memphis
market, capping off a more than

four-year span that has seen more
than 23 million square feet of
space absorbed, according to brokerage firm CBRE’s Q4 Industrial
MarketView report.
“The fundamentals of the
Memphis area industrial market,

OFF TO GREAT START

m

Trey Moore returns to
Memphis as executive director
of Explore Bike Share. In this
week’s Newsmakers Q&A,
he shares what’s next as the
nonprofit prepares to roll out a
bike-share system this spring.
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Start Co. offers several startup accelerators
that
and resources to build their ideas into a business. give entrepreneurs access to mentorship, seed funding
(Daily News File/Andrew J. Breig)

STARTUPS

ANDY MEEK

ameek@memphisdailynews.com

When Megan Smith, the former U.S. chief
technology officer under the Obama administration, praised Memphis’ startup community
during an interview last summer on Bloomberg
TV, it was a high-profile example of the ongoing
coming-of-age of the ecosystem here.
On a cable business news program, Smith

memphisdailynews.com
facebook.com/MemphisDailyNews
Twitter @memphisdaily
Instagram @memdailynews

gave the shout-out specifically to Building Box,
a startup that wants to help children learn
by
developing STEM classrooms within portable shipping containers. And, by extension,
a
shout-out to Memphis as well. That the city
is
enabling startups like Building Box in the first
place is indicative of how Memphis remains
a
city where it’s easy, and where there are plenty

If opponents of the removal
of the city’s two most visible Civil
War monuments follow through
on plans for a Memphis protest
Jan. 6, Mayor Jim Strickland said
city government will be ready.
“The city will be prepared,”
Strickland said after his New
Year’s Day Prayer Breakfast.
“The Memphis Police Department, fire services, emergency
management, communication
– they are all working together.
They will be prepared. I have full
faith in our city employees and
leadership to handle it.”
Strickland marked the halfway point in his four-year term
of office Monday, Jan. 1, by calling on citizens to make use of the
“spirit of solidarity” shown in the
removal of the Confederate monuments just before Christmas.
“A couple of week ago we removed symbols in our community that only served to divide us
at a time when Memphis needs
to be more united than ever,”
Strickland told a group of 400
at the Holiday Inn University of

Friday, January
ports.com
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DISAPPOINTING START
Most people expected the quarterback
to pick right up where left off in 2016 when
he threw 26 touchdown passes to only nine
interceptions.
Instead, Mariota battled injuries and
poor play from the outset of the season,
finishing with only half the number of
touchdown passes (13) and a career-high
15 interceptions.
There has been no shortage of explanations for Mariota’s drop-off this season,
and there probably has been an element of
truth in each reason for the inconsistency.
Some of the blame was placed on Mariota having to rehab the entire off-season
from his broken fibula. More was heaped
upon hamstring and knee injuries that
cropped up in the regular season, limiting
both his mobility and his ability to step
into throws.

DAILY DIGEST: Int’l Paper completes transfer of
North American Consumer Packaging. Page 4
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going to be at the ball, trying to make a
play, whether the ball is in his hands or he’s
trying to make a lead block.
“I’ve had multiple talks with Marcus,
and every time it’s like, ‘Hey, we got it. Just
stay in there. I got y’all.’ That’s what you
want from a leader.
“That’s the way he plays all the time,”
says left tackle Taylor Lewan, perhaps the
emotional leader of the Titans offense, in
chastising the media for what he perceived
as unfair criticism of Mariota. “It’s time for
you guys to start backing him up a little bit.
“I think it’s important that he gets the
recognition he deserves. He’s an amazing quarterback, and it’s time you guys
acknowledge that.”
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Battling Opioids
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The Southaven
Board of Aldermen has approved
Brian Hill’s ambitious developer
plan for a
228-acre mixed-use
development
called Silo Square
in the heart of
DeSoto County.
Hill’s company,
Lifestyle Communities LLC,
submitted the
request to rezone
the acreage on
the
west side of Getwell
Road between
Goodman and
Nail roads from
agricultural to
mixed use at
the
board’s Tuesday,
Jan. 2, meeting.
“One of the key
things is the
town square,”
Hill told the board.
“The character
of the town square
that we’re going
to build will very
much resemble
that of old town
squares, like the
Collierville Town
Square.”

According to
Hill’s outline
plan, the office,
commercia l and
mixed-use buildings
will be located on 56 acres
on the east side
of the developme
nt along Getwell
Road, while the
108 acres of residential developme
nt will be located on the
interior of the
site
and continue
west until Tchulahoma Road.
SOUTHAVEN
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Urban Land Institute Bringing Creators
Of ‘Neighborhood Playbook’ to Memphis
PATRICK LANTRIP
plantrip@memphisdailynews.com

A trio of community developers and
planners hope to bring their “playbook”
on grassroots urban design and revitalization to Memphis in the next installment of
Planning Matters, a series of public events
sponsored by ULI Memphis and University of Memphis Design Collaborative.
At the event, which will be held Jan.
23 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Benjamin
L. Hooks Central Library, 3030 Poplar
Ave., Neighborhood Playbook co-creators
Kevin Wright and Joe Nickol will present
“Economic Uncovery,” while their friend
and investor, Jake Hodesh, will present
“Investing in Place by Investing in People
– A New and Better Way.”
Wright, the executive director of the
Walnut Hills Redevelopment Foundation
in Cincinnati, Ohio, and Nickol, senior associate for Columbus, Ohio-based MKSK,
will speak about their collective brainchild
– the Neighborhood Playbook, which is
described as a field guide for community
members and developers that facilitates
the activation of spaces, with the goal of
influencing physical and economic growth

KEVIN WRIGHT

JOE NICKOL

in neighborhoods.
“Joe and I got together a few years ago
professionally and started talking about
a new way of approaching neighborhood
planning and development,” Wright said.
“And that led to us writing an online PDF
called ‘Five Ways to Activate Your Neighborhood This Weekend.’”
That document proved more popular
than they anticipated, and was picked up
by the local media and even downloaded
internationally.
“So that told us that there was some
excitement around the concept,” he said.
“Around that time our friends and colleagues Jake (Hodesh) and Eric (Avner)

JAKE HODESH

were starting something called People’s
Liberty.”
Wright said that People’s Liberty is
a grant-giving organization that awards
small grants to individuals, not nonprofits, who have ideas on how to make their
community better.
Wright and Nickol applied and were
awarded a $10,000 grant from People’s
Liberty, and thus the Neighborhood Playbook was born.
Wright said the playbook mainly focuses on what action an area should take
after putting a master plan in place.
“Many people see the end of the plan
as the end. It’s really the beginning if you

actually want to build stuff,” he said. “So
if the plan calls for the revitalization of the
commercial corridor in the neighborhood,
we recommend that instead of letting the
experts go to work, getting into demand
creation and demand discovery. The playbook is a field guide to do that.
“What that means is it is basically a
step-by-step guide for how to do neighborhood activation or neighborhood
programming and events to produce a
physical outcome.”
At the Planning Matters event, Wright
and Nickol will demonstrate the effectiveness of their playbook by showing
examples from Wright’s neighborhood in
Cincinnati, as well as places they’ve been
asked to test the model.
“I think the overall theme will be something along the lines of ‘small is big,’” he
said. “Sometimes we feel like from a philanthropy standpoint and a neighborhood
development standpoint, we have to go big
or go home, and sometimes you can have
the biggest impact just starting small.”
Admission to the Jan. 23 event is free
for ULI Memphis members and $10 for
nonmembers. Visit memphis.uli.org to
register.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Employee Benefits Law Firm, and New
Sister Company, Move to New Home
ANDY MEEK
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Attorney Jenny Kiesewetter is starting 2018 off in a new home for the
boutique employee benefits law firm
she founded in 2010, which this week
relocated from the Colonnade development at 1661 International Drive to 999
S. Shady Grove Road.
She also brought a newly launched
company with her into the space.
Kiesewetter has founded K2 Employee Benefits Training, a companion
but separate enterprise that will focus
on education and professional development, among other things.
It’s driven, in part, by the expansiveness of legal and regulatory codes
governing employee benefits, health
care and related issues. The growth of
Kiesewetter’s practice, and the launch
of K2, also is driven by the velocity of
change – regulations and related laws
can shift so fast many HR professionals, for example, have a tough time
keeping up.

The layout in her new office emphasizes open workspaces – no dedicated
offices for each professional – so the
environment is collaborative. And
employees can work on laptops and
smartphones in areas like a conference
room and a special “war room” space.
Among other changes on the law
practice side, Kiesewetter said it’s shifted
away from billing by the hour as of Jan.
1. The move to project-based billing is
meant, she said, to give clients a more
firm idea of what things cost so that they
won’t be surprised by hourly billing.
“We’re also going to be putting
together some proactive packages for
folks – reviews of documents, reviews of
plan documents, that sort of thing – to
try to get folks to be more proactive with
their projects and their issues,” she said.
“So they don’t get caught in a reactive
situation, with the legislation changing
so quickly. Where it gets more expensive
and they have more problems.
“We can hopefully help them stay
on top of their issues instead of getting
behind their issues. We’re going to be

pushing that more.”
That proactive attitude is particularly visible in the new company. With
K2, Kiesewetter is targeting HR professionals, financial advisers, accountants
and attorneys among others. The new
company has been “a long time in the
making,” she says.
“In HR, for example, someone may
take a new HR position and they get the
benefit plans thrown on their desk,”
Kiesewetter said. “And they’re now in
charge of them and they’ve never had
any training when it comes to benefit
plans. We offer an additional training
option for people. It’s training and professional development, where folks can
attend webinars or online training, or we
can do on-site training if someone wants
something tailored to their company.”
This is an extension of work Kiesewetter has been doing for a while
now. She was a partner at Evans Petree
PC before deciding to start her own law
firm. Part of what made her want to take
the plunge is the challenge of staying
on top of regulatory changes, as well as

JENNY KIESEWETTER
wanting more control over her billing
and the way she practices with clients.
“This will be a good opportunity for
people,” Kiesewetter said of the services
offered by K2. “And for those who do
understand the basics of the law, they
can still have a hard time keeping up
because it changes so quickly. So as the
law changes, we’re going to offer minicourses to update people.
“A lot of the training that’s in this
area, you have to still fly to Las Vegas or
New York or San Francisco and sit in the
big hotel and do the training,” she said.
“This is a little bit more flexible.”
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated January 13, 2004,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded January 22, 2004, in Book No. D709, at
Page 905, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Johnny Oswalt and Cathy
J. Oswalt, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
ESQ as Trustee for Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wilmington Trust Company, not in its
individual capacity but solely as Successor Trustee to U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee, successor in
interest to Wachovia Bank, N.A., as
Trustee for MASTR Alternative Loan
Trust 2004-6.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wilmington Trust
Company, not in its individual capacity but solely as Successor Trustee
to U.S. Bank National Association,
as Trustee, successor in interest to
Wachovia Bank, N.A., as Trustee for
MASTR Alternative Loan Trust 2004-6,
will, on February 5, 2018 on or about
9:00 AM, at the Fayette County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer
for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved
by the successor trustee. The sale
is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
The following described real estate,
situated and being in Civil District
Number 8, County of Fayette, State
of Tennessee, called Tract Number
5, more particularly described as
follows: Beginning at a stake in the
West margin of Locke Road, this
point being the Southeast corner
of Tract Number 4 for 10.0 acres
of Emil Parrott lands and being the
Northeast corner of the tract herein
described, from said point of beginning South, along the West margin
of said Road, 333.5 feet to a stake,
this point being the Northeast corner
of Tract Number 6 for 14.21 acres
of the Emil Parrott lands; thence
North 88 degrees 30 minutes West
1302.6 feet to a stake in an East
line of the Carl Parrott lands this
point being the Northwest corner of
said Tract Number 6; thence North
333.5 feet to a stake, this point
being the Southwest corner of said
Tract Number 4; thence South 88
degrees 30 minutes East 1302.6
feet to the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 3430 Teague
Store Road, Somerville, TN 38068
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property:
JOHNNy OSWALT
CATHy J. OSWALT
FIRST STATE BANk OF FAyETTE
COUNTy
NATIONAL LOAN ACQUISITIONS
COMPANy
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF REvENUE
MS. BECky TELLAS

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & WORkFORCE DEvELOPMENT
On or about July 31, 2013 the State
of Tennessee, filed a tax lien against the
Defendant, Johnny Oswalt, recorded in
the Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, Instrument No. 13004745.
On or about January 31, 2014 the State
of Tennessee, filed a tax lien against the
Defendant, Cathy and Johnny Oswalt,
recorded in the Register’s Office of
Fayette County, Tennessee, Instrument
No. 14000545. Any interest in the
property held by the State of Tennessee, by virtue of the aforementioned
tax lien is both junior and inferior to
the interests held by Wilmington Trust
Company, not in its individual capacity
but solely as Successor Trustee to U.S.
Bank National Association, as Trustee,
successor in interest to Wachovia Bank,
N.A., as Trustee for MASTR Alternative
Loan Trust 2004-6. Provided, however,
that the State of Tennessee, pursuant to
Tennessee Code Annotated §67-1-133,
shall have one hundred and twenty
(120) days from the date of the sale
within which to redeem the property by
virtue of its tax lien(s) herein by payment of the actual amount paid by the
purchaser at the foreclosure sale, plus
any amount in excess of the expenses
necessarily incurred in connection with
such property, less the income from
such property, plus a reasonable rental
value of such property. As required by
law, the State of Tennessee has been
given timely notice of this action.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
325021
DATED December 27, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 12, 2018
Fmn13611

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 18, 2016,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded March 29,
2016, in Book No. T2018, at Page 406,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Tovonda S. Wallace and Truman
Wallace, conveying certain property
therein described to Title Solutions
Agency LLC as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Gold Star Mortgage
Financial Group Corporation, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on March 15, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Land Situated in the County of Madison, State of Tennessee: BEGINNING
at an iron pin on the north margin of
Skyline Drive at the southeast corner
of Lot 75, Hawley Hills Estates as
recorded in Plat Book I at page 256
in the Register’s Office of Madison

County, Tennessee; thence with the
east line of Lot 75 North a distance
of 105 feet to an iron pin at the southwest corner of the remainder of Lot
73; thence with the south line of
the remainder of Lot 73 North 88
degrees 51 minutes East a distance
of 154.70 feet to an iron pin on the
west margin of Sunnyside Drive;
thence with the west margin of
Sunnyside Drive following a curve
(Radius of 596 feet) to the right a
distance of 112.40 feet to a point
at the beginning of another curve;
thence with said curve (radius of
15 feet) to the right a distance of
21.06 feet to a point on the north
margin of Skyline Drive; thence with
the north margin of Skyline Drive
following a curve (radius of 878.38
feet) to the right a distance of 130.67
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot 74 and the southern 10 feet of
Lot 73, Hawley Hills Estates platted
as aforesaid, as surveyed by David
Hall Land Surveying Company, RLS
#943 on August 26, 1996.
INCLUDED IN THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION BUT EXCLUDED FROM THIS
CONVEYANCE IS THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND:
Beginning at a stake in the north
margin of Skyline Drive at the
southwest corner of Lot No, 74 of
the Hawley Hills Estates, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
1, page 256, in the Register’s Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
runs thence north with the west line
of said Lot No. 74 a distance of 105
feet to a stake; said stake being 10
feet north of the southwest corner
of Lot No. 73; thence east, parallel
with and 10 feet north of the north
margin of said Lot 74, a distance
of 10.5 feet to a stake; thence in
a southwesterly direction 105.5 feet
to the point of beginning. Being a
triangular strip of land off the western
edge of Lot No. 74, and part of Lot
No, 73 of said subdivision.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 123 Sunnyside
Dr, Jackson, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
TOvONDA S. WALLACE
TRUMAN WALLACE
CHASE MANHATTAN MORTGAGE CORPORATION
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 326899
DATED December 21, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 12, 2018
Fmn13605
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, MADISON
COUNTy
WHEREAS, Aljernon Lloyd executed
a Deed of Trust to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for The Cit Group/Consumer Finance,
Inc. (TN), Lender and Ernest B. Williams, Iv, Trustee(s), which was dated
December 11, 2006 and recorded on
December 13, 2006 in Book T1783,
Page 437, Madison County, Tennessee
Register of Deeds.
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debt(s)
and obligation(s) thereby secured by
the said Deed of Trust and the current
holder of said Deed of Trust, The Bank
of New york Mellon, as Trustee for
CIT Mortgage Loan Trust 2007-1, (the
“Holder”), appointed the undersigned,
Brock & Scott, PLLC, as Substitute
Trustee, with all the rights, powers and
privileges of the original Trustee named

in said Deed of Trust; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness
has been declared due and payable
as provided in said Deed of Trust by
the Holder, and that as agent for the
undersigned, Brock & Scott, PLLC,
Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the
power and authority vested in it, will on
February 1, 2018, at 10:00AM at the
usual and customary location at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Tennessee, proceed to sell at public
outcry to the highest and best bidder for
cash, the following described property
situated in Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake at the confluence of the north prong of West Grand
Avenue and the south prong of West
Grand Avenue at the extreme western
extremity of the property of W.M. Lane
and wife, Maggie Lane, and runs
thence south 73 degrees east with
the north margin of said south prong,
135 feet to a stake; thence north 111
feet to a stake in the south margin
of the north prong of West Grand
Avenue; thence with same south 60
degrees 40 minutes west 146 feet
to the point of beginning. This being
a triangular strip of ground off the
west end of said W.M. Lane property.
Being the same real property conveyed
to the grantee herein by deed appearing of record in Deed Book 684
page 1977 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee.
Parcel ID Number: 078H D 02800
000
Address/Description: 135 West Grand
Avenue, Jackson, TN 38301.
Current Owner(s): Jasmine Lloyd.
Other Interested Party(ies): N/A
The sale of the property described
above shall be subject to all matters
shown on any recorded plat; any and
all liens against said property for unpaid
property taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements or set-back lines that may
be applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created
by a fixture filing; a deed of trust; and
any matter than an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose; and
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above.
This office is attempting to collect a
debt. Any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Brock & Scott, PLLC, Substitute
Trustee
c/o Tennessee Foreclosure Department
4360ChambleeDunwoodyRoad,Ste310
Atlanta, GA 30341
PH: 404-789-2661
FX: 404-294-0919
File No.: 17-18865 FC01
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13602
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local time, at the north door, Madison
County Courthouse, 100 East Main
Street, Jackson, Tennessee pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by karen
vanessa Hunt, to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq., Trustee, as trustee for Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, Inc on September
30, 2002 at Book T1412, Page 347;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance
of the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Beginning at a stake in the easterly
margin of Bayberry Drive at the north-

west corner of Lot No 19 in Section
1 of valley Lo Subdivision, a plat of
which appeared of recorded in Plat
Book 3, Page 110 in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
runs thence south 66 degrees east
with the north line of said Lot No. 19 a
distance of 100 feet to a stake in the
west line of Lot No. 20; thence north
24 degrees east with the west lines
of Lots No. 20 and 16 a distance of
100 feet to a stake in the southeast
corner of Lot No. 17; thence north
66 degrees west with the south line
of Lot No. 17 a distance of 100 feet
to the east margin of Bayberry Drive;
thence south 24 degrees west with
the east margin of Bayberry Drive a
distance of 100 feet to the point of
beginning. Being Lot No. 18 in Section
1 of valley Lo Subdivision, platted as
aforesaid. The eastern 7-1/2 feet of
said lot are subject to an easement for
Cable Television and Telephone Lines
as shown on the recorded plat.
Being the same property conveyed to
the grantors herein by deed of record
in Deed Book 633, page 42 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Street Address: 42 Bayberry Dr,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
Parcel Number: 066G-C-018.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: karen
vanessa Hunt
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
42 Bayberry Dr, Jackson, Tennessee
38305, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
All persons claiming by, through and
under karen Hunt.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of karen vanessa Hunt,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
Continued on Page 32
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time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113714
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13612
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated November 3, 2006, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded November 8, 2006, in
Book No. T1779, at Page 829, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Lisa
Peoples, conveying certain property
therein described to Teel Mccormach &
Maroney PLC as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Mercantile Mortgage
Company., its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by U.S.
Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF10
Master Participation Trust.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank Trust,
N.A., as Trustee for LSF10 Master
Participation Trust, will, on February 1,
2018 on or about 10:00 AM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds
paid at the conclusion of the sale,
or credit bid from a bank or other
lending entity pre-approved by the successor trustee. The sale is free from all
exemptions, which are expressly waived
in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
BEING LOT NO. 16 OF OXFORD
POINTE SUBDIVISION, SECTION I,
A PLAT OF WHICH APPEARS OF
RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 10, PAGE
246 IN THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF
MADISON COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 6 Wesley Dr,
Jackson, TN 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
LISA PEOPLES
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 327030
DATED December 28, 2017

WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13614
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated March 22, 2002, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded February 28, 2003, in
Book No. T1453, at Page 748, in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Darryl
Wells and Tequilla Wells, conveying
certain property therein described to
Equity Title & Escrow as Trustee for
New Century Mortgage Corporation; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee for ABFC 2002NC1, ABFC Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2002-NC1.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee for ABFC 2002NC1, ABFC Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2002-NC1, will, on February
7, 2018 on or about 1:00 PM, at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being real
estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Land situated in Madison County
Tennessee to wit: Beginning at an
iron pin on the West margin of Britton Lane (30 feet at right angles
from centerline) at the Northeast
comer of Annie Weddle as recorded
in Deed Book 353, Page 482 in the
Registers’ Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; thence with the northwest line of Weddle and a ditch South
40 degrees 10 minutes 24 seconds
West a distance of 181.33 feet to
a point; thence South 51 degrees
13 minutes 24 seconds West a
distance of 71.58 feet to a point;
thence South 52 degrees 25 minutes
West a distance of 147.38 feet to a
point; thence South 28 degrees 39
minutes West a distance of 64.12
feet to a post on the north line of
Alexander Farms; thence South 78
degrees 11 minutes 41 seconds
West a distance of 250.97 feet to an
iron pin; thence North 5 degrees 17
minutes 25 seconds West a distance
of 398.46 feet to an iron pin; thence
North 51 degrees 45 minutes 30
seconds East a distance of 297.15
feet to an iron pin; thence North 88
degrees 56 minutes 40 seconds East
a distance of 352.63 feet to an iron
pin on the West margin of Britton
Lane; thence with the West margin
of Britton Lane South 3 degrees 50
minutes 46 seconds East a distance
of 154.30 feet to a point; thence
South 6 degrees 58 minutes 32 seconds East a distance of 52.74 feet
to the point of beginning. Containing
5 acres, as surveyed by David Hall
Land Surveying Company, R.L.S.
#943, on March 21,2001.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1872 Britton
Lane, Denmark, TN 38391
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property:
DARRyL WELLS
TEQUILLA WELLS
INTERNAL REvENUE SERvICE
ATTENTION: WENDy SMOOT

CACH, LLC
CHILDRENS CLINIC PROFESSIONAL
On or about February 2, 2015, the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, filed a federal tax lien against
the Defendant, Tequilla Wells, recorded
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, Book L61 and
Page 587. Any interest in the property
held by the United States of America,
Internal Revenue Service, by virtue of
the aforementioned federal tax lien is
both junior and inferior to the interests
held by U.S. Bank National Association,
as Trustee for ABFC 2002-NC1, ABFC
Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2002NC1. Provided, however, that the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, pursuant to 26 U.S.C. §7425
and 28 U.S.C. §2410(c), shall have one
hundred and twenty (120) days from the
date of the sale within which to redeem
the property by virtue of its tax lien(s)
herein by payment of the actual amount
paid by the purchaser at the foreclosure
sale, plus any amount in excess of
the expenses necessarily incurred in
connection with such property, less
the income from such property, plus a
reasonable rental value of such property.
As required by 26 U.S.C. §7425(b),
the United States of America, Internal
Revenue Service has been given timely
notice of this action.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
321792
DATED December 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated July 6, 2007, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 11, 2007, in Book No.
T1805, at Page 104, in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Michelle
Crockett and Jeffrey Crockett, conveying certain property therein described
to Arnold M. Weiss as Trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., will, on January 31, 2018 on
or about 1:00 PM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at a stake in the east
margin of Hicks Street at the point
where Hicks Street intersects with
Highland and Enloe; runs thence
east 105 feet with the north margin
of Enloe Avenue to a stake; thence
north 200 feet to a stake; thence
west 105 feet to the east margin of
Hicks Street; thence south 200 feet
with the east margin of Hicks Street
to the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 101 East Forest
Avenue, Jackson, TN 38301-4123
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and

to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MICHELLE CROCkETT
JEFFREy CROCkETT
THE UNkNOWN HEIRS OF v.A. ATTAWAy
AND CLARICE LEONA ATTAWAy
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 180970
DATED January 2, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13623
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated September 28, 1998, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing the same, recorded September 30,
1998, in Book No. T1150, at Page 247,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by Patrick M. O’Brien and Patricia L.
O’Brien, conveying certain property
therein described to James B. Webb
as Trustee for Norwest Mortgage,
Inc; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A..
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., will, on February 1, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
BEGINNING at the west margin
of Fairground Street at Manley’s
southeast corner; runs thence west
with Manley’s line 100 feet to
Mount’s northeast corner; thence
south with Mount’s line 50 feet
to a stake; thence east 100 feet
to the west margin of Fairground
Street; north with the west margin
of Fairground Street 50 feet to the
point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 205 N FAIRGROUND, JACKSON, TN 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
PATRICk M. O’BRIEN
PATRICIA L. O’BRIEN
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 310197
DATED January 2, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13624
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
March 5, 2018 at 10:00AM local time,

at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Sarah Lee Turner,
to Allen E. Schwartz, Esq., Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Transland Financial Services, Inc. on
June 6, 2007 at Book T1802, Page 55,
Instrument No. 07010079; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor
Trustee, all of record in the Madison
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
CIT Bank, N.A., its successors and
assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
A certain tract or parcel of land located in Madison County, Tennessee,
described as follows to-wit:
Lot No. 2: Begins at a stake on the
west margin of Ham Street at a point
50 feet from the northwest corner of
Union and Ham Street; runs thence
north 50 feet to a stake; thence west
152 feet; thence south 50 feet to a
stake; thence east about 152 feet
to the beginning.
Being the same property conveyed to
Sarah Lee Turner, unmarried, from
Roy Lester Turner (now deceased)
and wife, Sarah Lee Turner, and
Chauncey Lavoy Harrison, as joint
tenants with the right of survivors
by Quitclaim Deed dated June 6,
2007 and recorded 6-13-07 in Book
D688, page 444 Register’s Office for
Madison County. Roy Lester Turner,
now deceased, Certificate of Death
dated Nov. 24, 1995.
Street Address: 231 Hamilton Street,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 078O B 009.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Sarah
Lee Turner
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
231 Hamilton Street, Jackson, Tennessee 38301, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: Secretary of
Housing & Urban Development; LVNV
Funding LLC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Sarah Lee Turner,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
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at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 16-104710
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Madison County
Courthouse, 100 East Main Street,
Jackson, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Luerenzia Triggs
and Dorsey Lelcesona, to Charles
Preston Patterson, Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Platinum
Mortgage, Inc. on March 15, 2010 at
Book T1878, Page 1206, Instrument
No. 10003251; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Madison County Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Madison County, Tennessee, to wit:
Land lying and being in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows,
to-wit:
Map 651 Group F Parcel 10.00 56
Briarcliff Drive, Jackson, TN 38301
BEING Lot Number Eighty-four (84),
Section 5 of Briarcliff Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 2 at page 97 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
BEING the same real estate conveyed
to Luerenzia Triggs and Dorsey Lelcesona, married by Quitclaim Deed of
record in Deed Book 660 at page 718
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 56 Briarcliff Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
Parcel Number: 065I F 010.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: The
Heirs of Luerenzia Triggs
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
56 Briarcliff Drive, Jackson, Tennessee
38301, but such address is not part of
the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any
discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limi-

tation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: All parties claiming by, through, or under Luerenzia
Triggs; All parties claiming by, through,
or under Dorsey Lelcesona.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Luerenzia Triggs and
Dorsey Lelcesona, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 15-063501
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on February 19, 2018 on or about 12:00PM
local time, at the Main entrance
(North Door) of the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee,
conducted by the Substitute Trustee as
identified and set forth herein below,
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed by
JERRy D SIkES AND JUDy M. SIkES,
to FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE
COMPANy, Trustee, on July 23, 2007,
at Record Book T 1807, Page 764-778
as Instrument No. 07013152 in the
real property records of Madison County

Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: Wells Fargo Bank,
National Association as Trustee for
Soundview Home Loan Trust 2007OPT5, Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2007-OPT5
The following real estate located in
Madison County, Tennessee, will be
sold to the highest call bidder subject
to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and
encumbrances of record:
LAND REFERRED TO IN THIS COMMITMENT IS DESCRIBED AS ALL THAT
CERTAIN PROPERTY SITUATED IN
CITY OF JACKSON IN THE COUNTY
OF MADISON, AND STATE OF TN
AND BEING DESCRIBED IN A DEED
DATED 09/30/2003 AND RECORDED
10/01/2003 IN BOOK D645 PAGE
171 AMONG THE LAND RECORDS
OF THE COUNTY AND STATE SET
FORTH ABOVE, AND REFERENCED
AS FOLLOWS:
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF
LAND LYING AND BEING IN MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
MAP 32K, GROUP C, PARCEL 19.00
BEING LOT NUMBER SEVEN HUNDRED
NINETEEN(719), SECTIONN VII-A
WYNDCHASE SUBDIVISION, A PLAT
OF WHICH APPEARS OF RECORD IN
PLAT BOOK 9 AT PAGE 249 IN THE
REGISTER`S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO WINDAL A WALKER AND
WIFE, DONNA WALKER BY WARRANTY DEED OF RECORD IN DEED
BOOK 631 AT PAGE 610 IN THE
REGISTER`S OFFICE OF MADISON
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.
PARCEL NO. 32 K C 019.00
Tax ID: 32 k C 019.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: JERRy D
SIkES AND JUDy M. SIkES
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 156
Greendale Drive, Jackson, TN 38305,
but such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOURN
THE DAy OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAy, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANy TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITy OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANy REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLy TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: ROBERT
PEAT AND ARISHA JOHNSON AND STACEy ADAMS AND INTERNAL REvENUE
SERvICE
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
This sale is also subject to the right
of redemption by the INTERNAL REvENUE SERvICE/DEPARTMENT OF THE
TREASURy, pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 7425
by reason of the following tax lien(s)
of record in the original amount of
$72,569.48 at Record Book L56, Page
907 as Instrument No. 11013691 in
the real property records of Madison
County Register’s Office, Tennessee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the

express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM FILE NO. 17-000259-670
MACkIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARyLAND WAy
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
Fnn13628

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on March
1, 2018 on or about 10:00AM local
time, at the North door of the Tipton
County Courthouse, 1 Pleasant Ave
Covington, TN 38019, conducted by
the Substitute Trustee as identified
and set forth herein below, pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by WADE
WySSBROD AND SUSAN GAyLE JAMES
WySSBROD, to Steve Holmes & Associates P.C., Trustee, on May 17,
2008, at Record Book 1398, Page
23 as Instrument No. 117466 in the
real property records of Tipton County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: Ocwen Loan Servicing, LLC
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:
The land referred to in this commitment is described as follows:
Lot 1, of the Billy Harkness Subdivision, as shown on plat of record in plat
cabinet H, slide 563, in the Register`s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee,
to which plat of reference is hereby
made for a more particular description
of said lot.
This being the same property being
conveyed to Susan Gayle James from
Mary Harkness by Quit Claim Deed
dated March 31, 2008 recorded April
1, 2008 in Book 1389 Page 657 in
the Register`s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
Parcel ID#: 08-078-002-18-000
Property also known as: 527 Sunnyside Road, Brighton, Tennessee.
Tax ID: 078 00218
Current Owner(s) of Property: WADE
WySSBROD AND SUSAN GAyLE JAMES
WySSBROD
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 527
Sunnyside Rd, Brighton, TN 38011, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOURN
THE DAy OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAy, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANy TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITy OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANy REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLy TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: TENNESSEE HOUSING DEvELOPMENT
AGENCy
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,

but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM File No. 17-001789-670
MACkIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
Substitute Trustee(s)
Premier Building, Suite 404
5217 Maryland Way
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: tnsales@mwzmlaw.com
Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 12, 2018
Fmn13600
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated May 1, 2017, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 3, 2017, in Book No.
1720, at Page 830, in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Timothy M.
Lowery, II and Chealsy k.T. Lowery,
conveying certain property therein described to CloseTrak, LLC as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for iFreedom
Direct Corporation, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee by iFreedom
Direct Corporation.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by iFreedom Direct
Corporation, will, on January 24, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 62, Campground Acres, Section
E, as shown on plat of record in
Plat Cabinet: E, Slide 162, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 203 Mccullough
Circle, Munford, TN 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
TIMOTHy M. LOWERy, II
CHEALSy k.T. LOWERy
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
Continued on Page 34
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place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 326879
DATED December 21, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 12, 2018
Fmn13603
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 23, 2018 at 12:00PM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Larry keith Morgan, to
Sherrell Armstrong, Trustee, as trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for First
Citizens National Bank on September
19, 2011 at Record Book 1526, Page
580; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default

has occurred in the performance of
the center of said road; thence N. 13
the covenants, terms, and conditions
deg. W. 150’ to the point of beginning,
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
containing 1.0 acre.
indebtedness has been declared due
Being the same property conveyed
and payable.
to Grantor(s) herein at Book 1526
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Page 578 of the Tipton County RegJPMorgan Chase Bank, National Assoister’s Office.
ciation, its successors and assigns.
Street Address: 1412 Tipton Rd,
The following real estate located in
Munford, Tennessee 38058
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
Parcel Number: 127 023.00
to the highest call bidder:
Current Owner(s) of Property: Larry
Described property located at Tipton
keith Morgan
County, Tennessee, to wit:
The street address of the above
Beginning at a stake in the east line described property is believed to be
of the right of way of the Munford to
1412 Tipton Rd, Munford, Tennessee
Tipton black top road, the same be- 38058, but such address is not part
ing 30’ from the center of said road
of the legal description of the property
and N. 3 1/2 deg. W. 782’ from the
sold herein and in the event of any disS.W. corner of the original 42 acre
crepancy, the legal description herein
tract of the vernon Trobaugh property
shall control.
of which this is a part; thence N. 75
This sale is subject to, without limi1/2 deg. E. 288.7 to a stake in the tation, all matters shown on any applifield; thence S. 14 12 deg. East 150’ cable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
to a stake; thence S 75 1/2 deg. W.
any restrictive covenants, easements,
B:8.125”
292.1 to a stake in the east line of
or setback lines that may be applicable;
T:7.875”
the right of way of the Munford to
any statutory right of redemption of
Tipton black top road and 30’ from S:7” any governmental agency, state or fed-

eral; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Larry keith Morgan,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and home-

stead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-111180
Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 12, 2018
Fmn13601
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated April 30, 2013,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded May 2,
2013, in Book No. 1588, at Page 634,
in Office of the Register of Deeds for
Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Racheal Belcher, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles
M. Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Services, Inc., as
nominee for Patriot Bank, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee by
Wells Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on January 18, 2018
on or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Described property in Tipton County,
Tennessee being Lot 46 of Rolling
Oaks Subdivision, Section B, Plat
Cabinet B, Slide 87, in the Tipton
County Register’s Office. Said Lot
being located on the West side of
Rolling Oaks Drive and situated
in the 6th Civil District of Tipton
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County, Tennessee. Beginning at a
found iron post in the West right of
way line of Rolling Oaks Drive (60
foot right of way) being the North
corner of Lot 46 and the Southeast
corner of Lot 45 of Rolling Oaks
Subdivision, Section B, Plat Cabinet
B, Slide 87; thence Southwestwardly
along the West right of way line of
Rolling Oaks Drive and the East
line of Lot 46, South 13 degrees
41 minutes 57 seconds West, a
distance called 150.00 feet, but
measured 150.15 feet to a found
iron post in the West right of way
line of Rolling Oaks Drive being the
Southeast corner of Lot 46 and the
Northeast corner of Lot 47; thence
Northwestwardly along the South line
of Lot of 46 and the North line of Lot
47, North 76 degrees 16 minutes
25 seconds West, passing through
a found iron post on line at 254.47
feet, but in all a distance called and
measured 293.61 feet to a point
in the center of Cane Creek and
being the Southwest corner of Lot
46 and the Northwest corner of Lot
47; thence Northwestwardly along
the centerline of Cane Creek and
the West line of Lot 46, North 20
degrees 29 minutes 57 seconds
West a distance called and measured
102.67 feet to an angle point in said
Creek; thence continuing along the
centerline of said Creek and the West
line of Lot 46, North 17 degrees 21
minutes 16 seconds West, a distance
called and measured 76.29 feet to
a point in the center of Cane Creek
being the Northwest corner of Lot 46
and the Southwest corner of Lot 45;
thence Southeastwardly along the
North line of Lot 46 and the South
line of Lot 45, South 76 degrees 15
minutes 43 seconds East, passing
through a found iron post on line
at 38.04 feet, but in all a distance
called and measured 390.67 feet to
the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 117 Rolling Oaks
Drive, Munford, TN 38058-4431
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
RACHEAL BELCHER
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 240407
DATED December 26, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 12, 2018
Fmn13607
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated July 15, 2013,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
1, 2013, in Book No. 1598, at Page
839, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by Farris O’Neal Massengill, III, conveying certain property
therein described to Charles M. Ennis
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Patriot Bank, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by Wells
Fargo Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo

Bank, NA, will, on March 1, 2018 on
or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lying and being in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and thus described:
Lot 13 of Thompson Subdivision,
Section A, Plat Cabinet B, Slide
126, of the Tipton County Registers
Office, to which plat reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 35 Thompson
Road, Covington, TN 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
FARRIS O’NEAL MASSENGILL, III
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 317967
DATED December 26, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 12, 2018
Fmn13608
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on January 30, 2018 at 2:00PM local time,
at the north door, Tipton County Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington,
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust
executed by Jeffery Michael Thompson,
to Wesley D. Turner, Trustee, as trustee
for Argent Mortgage Company, LLC. on
December 14, 2006 at Record Book
1317, Page 112; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
U.S. Bank National Association as
Indenture Trustee for the Towd Point
Mortgage Trust Asset-Backed Securities, Series 2016-5, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 3, Amended Final Plan of DeenHolly Grove Road Minor Plat Subdivision, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Cabinet G Slide 193, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
This being the same property conveyed to Casey L. Fletcher and wife
Amanda R. Fletcher, by Warranty Deed
of record at Book 945 Page 705, on
06/05/2001, at the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
Street Address: 2688 Holly Grove Rd,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
Parcel Number: 051 033.01
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jeffery
Michael Thompson
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
2688 Holly Grove Rd, Covington, Tennessee 38019, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of

any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jeffery Michael Thompson, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 09-019025
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13610
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
January 31, 2018 at 11:00 am local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of
Trust executed by Christopher kenneth
Brill, to Robert L. Crawford, Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Evolve Bank & Trust on December 2,
2016 at Record Book 1707, Page 258,
Instrument No. 200210; conducted
by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP, having been
appointed Substitute or Successor

Trustee, all of record in the Tipton
County Register’s Office. Default has
occurred in the performance of the
covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 13, SECTION A, THE vILLAGE AT
BRIGHTON Subdivision, as shown
on plat of record in Plat Cabinet C,
Slide 154, in the Register’s Office,
Tipton County. Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin set at the
northwest corner of Lot 13 of The
village at Brighton, Section A, (Plat
Cabinet C, Slide 154), on the east
R.O.W. line of Miss Helen Circle
(50’ R.O.W.), said point being the
southwest corner of Lot 12, then
North 78 deg. 00’ 00” East. 209.67
feet along the south line of Lot 12 to
an iron pin found in the west line of
Reed & Boswell; then South 12 deg.
00’ 00” East 115.50 feet along Reed
& Boswell’s west line to an iron pin
found at the northeast corner of Lot 1
0; then South 78 deg. 00’ 00” West,
209.67 feet along the north line of
Lot 10 to an iron pin set in the east
R.O.W. line of Miss Helen Circle; then
North 12 deg. 00’ 00” West, 115.50
feet along the said R.O.W. line to the
point of beginning, encompassing
24,217 square feet. or 0.55 acres
of land, more or less.
Street Address: 48 Miss Helen Cir,
Brighton, Tennessee 38011
Parcel Number: 080J D 013.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Christopher kenneth Brill
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be 48
Miss Helen Cir, Brighton, Tennessee
38011, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Christopher kenneth
Brill, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &

Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 17-114352
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13613
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated October 17, 2014,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded October
20, 2014, in Book No. 1637, at Page
559, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Michael Lee Mcgough, conveying
certain property therein described to
Charles M. Ennis as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Patriot Bank,
its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, will, on February 1, 2018
on or about 10:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 35, Egypt Subdivision, Section
D, as shown on plat of record In
Plat Cabinet E, Slide 61, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot. This conveyance is subject to Subdivision Restrictions in Book 823, Page 663,
building lines and easements in Plat
Cabinet E, Slide 61 and Southwest
Tennessee Easement in Book 825,
Page 307, in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 295 Chelsia Ln,
Munford, TN 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
Continued on Page 36
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liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
MICHAEL LEE MCGOUGH
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 327099
DATED December 29, 2017
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
Fnn13617
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 1, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Jeffrey Lyons and
Stacy Lyons, to Ralph Henson, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
First Citizens National Bank on February
25, 2009 at Record Book 1428, Page
570; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 127, Squire’s Grove Subdivision,
Section C, Phase II as recorded in Plat
Cabinet E, Slide 21 in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
Subject to subdivision restrictions
at Book 811, page 899 and building
lines and easements as recorded at
Plat Cabinet E, Slide 21, and Southwest Tennessee Easement in Book
811, Page 1 in the Tipton County
Register’s Office.
Being the same property conveyed
to Grantor(s) herein at Book 1353
Page 974 of the Tipton County Register’s Office.
Street Address: 53 Wilshire Ln, Atoka,
Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 142A D 127.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Jeffrey
F. Lyons and Stacy M. Lyons
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
53 Wilshire Ln, Atoka, Tennessee
38004, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.

Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Jeffrey Lyons and Stacy
Lyons, and those claiming through him/
her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113061
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Lawrence Edwin
Smith and Lynette Adell Smith, to
Danny Goulder, Attorney, Trustee, as
trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Professional Mortgage and Investment
Company, an Arkansas Corporation
on November 21, 2007 at Record
Book 1373, Page 231, Instrument No.
111225; conducted by Shapiro & Ingle,
LLP, having been appointed Substitute
or Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 130, Blaydes Estates Subdivision, Section G, as shown on plat of
record in Plat Cabinet C, Slide 125, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
This conveyance is subject to Subdivision Restrictions in Book 703, Page
681, building lines and easements

in Plat Cabinet C, Slide 125 and
Southwest Tennessee Easement in
Book 705, Page 117, in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee.
Being the same property conveyed to
Grantor(s) herein at Book 730 Page
712 of the Tipton County Register’s
Office.
Street Address: 223 Stephen Hill Rd,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
Parcel Number: 128M C 013.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Lawrence Edwin Smith and Lynette
Adell Smith
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
223 Stephen Hill Rd, Atoka, Tennessee 38004, but such address is not
part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Lawrence Edwin Smith
and Lynette Adell Smith, and those
claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107

Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 15-101877
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on February 15, 2018 on or about 10:00AM
local time, at the North door of the
Tipton County Courthouse, 1 Pleasant
Ave Covington, TN 38019, conducted
by the Substitute Trustee as identified
and set forth herein below, pursuant
to Deed of Trust executed by CORy
LAMONT EDWARDS, SR., to L.E. vAN
EATON, Trustee, on November 25,
2002, at Record Book 1035, Page
321 as Instrument No. 33120 in the
real property records of Tipton County
Register’s Office, Tennessee.
Owner of Debt: OCWEN LOAN SERvICING , LLC
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder subject to all
unpaid taxes, prior liens and encumbrances of record:
Lot 4, Wyatt-Ervin Lane Subdivision,
Section C, as shown on plat of record
in plat cabinet D, Slide 189B, in the
Register`s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
Being the same property conveyed to
Cory L. Edwards, an unmarried person,
at warranty deed recorded September
30, 1998, in Book 841, page 665, in
the Register`s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee
Tax ID: 018F B 004.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: CORy
LAMONT EDWARDS, SR.
The street address of the above described property is believed to be 479
Ervin Lane, Covington, TN 38019, but
such address is not part of the legal
description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy,
the legal description referenced herein
shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
THE RIGHT IS RESERvED TO ADJOURN
THE DAy OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER
DAy, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE
FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOvE. THE
TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANy TAXES
OR FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITy OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE
IS SET ASIDE FOR ANy REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE
ENTITLED ONLy TO A RETURN OF THE
PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER
SHALL HAvE NO FURTHER RECOURSE
AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE,
OR THE TRUSTEE.
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: None
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANy INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.
If applicable, the notice requirements of
T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
but the undersigned will sell and convey
only as Substitute Trustee.
If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS,
the State of Tennessee Department of
Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties
in the advertisement, then the Notice of
this foreclosure is being given to them
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ right to
redeem the property as required by 26
U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the purchase price. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney.
MWZM File No. 16-000540-670
MACkIE WOLF ZIENTZ & MANN, P. C.,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S)
PREMIER BUILDING, SUITE 404
5217 MARyLAND WAy
BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027
PHONE: (615) 238-3630
EMAIL: TNSALES@MWZMLAW.COM

Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Sonja F. Brandon,
to PRLAP, Inc., Trustee, as trustee
for Bank of America, N.A. on July 24,
2008 at Record Book 1405, Page 852,
Instrument No. 119490; and modified
by agreement recorded on November 7,
2011 in Record Book 1531, Page 664;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper, its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
LOT NO 104, RICHLAND HILLS,
PHASE 4, AS SHOWN OF RECORD
AT PLAT CABINET F, SLIDE 24, IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTy, TENNESSEE, TO WHICH
PLAT REFERENCE IS HEREBy MADE
FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION.
Street Address: 36 Friendship Cir,
Mason, Tennessee 38049
Parcel Number: 138B C 012.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Sonja
F. Brandon, a single person
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
36 Friendship Cir, Mason, Tennessee
38049, but such address is not part
of the legal description of the property
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Sonja F. Brandon,
and those claiming through him/her/
it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful

www.thememphisnews.com
www.thememphisnews.com

January 30-February 5, 2015 29
January 12 - 18, 2018 37

public notices
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-112885
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 15, 2018 at 10:00AM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Dana k. Geyer
and Andrew B. Schaaf, to Charles M
Ennis, Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. as nominee for Patriot Bank on
May 17, 2013 at Record Book 1591,
Page 109, Instrument No. 167517;
conducted by Shapiro & Ingle, LLP,
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, its successors
and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
LOT 6, PLANTERS POINTE, SECTION
A, AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF RECORD
IN PLAT CABINET C, SLIDE 188A, IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTy, TENNESSEE, TO WHICH
PLAT REFERENCE IS MADE FOR A
MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION
OF SAID PROPERTy.
THIS BEING THE SAME PROPERTy
CONvEyED TO GRANTORS HEREIN
By WARRANTy DEED BEING FILED
SIMULTANEOUSLy HEREWITH IN
THE REGISTER’S OFFICE OF TIPTON
COUNTy, TENNESSEE.
Street Address: 171 Wilkinsville Rd,
Drummonds, Tennessee 38023
Parcel Number: 94O-A-006.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Dana k.
Geyer and Andrew B. Schaaf
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
171 Wilkinsville Rd, Drummonds, Tennessee 38023, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose.
The following parties may claim

an interest in the above-referenced
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien
holder with an interest subordinate
to the said Deed of Trust or any party
claiming by, through, or under any of
the foregoing. Such parties known to
the Substitute Trustee may include:
MSk Group, PC.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Dana k. Geyer and
Andrew B. Schaaf, and those claiming
through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.auction.com
File No. 17-113502
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated August 17, 2012,
and the Deed of Trust of even date
securing the same, recorded August
23, 2012, in Book No. 1560, at Page
966, in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Deidre Lynn Thornton, conveying
certain property therein described to
Monte Connell as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee American Mortgage
Services, Inc, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee by PennyMac Loan Services, LLC.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority vested in and imposed upon said
Successor Trustee, by PennyMac Loan
Services, LLC, will, on February 7, 2018
on or about 9:00 AM, at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest

bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the
Deed of Trust, said property being
real estate situated in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Lot 48, Section E, Faulkner Heights
Subdivision, as shown on of record
in Plat Cabinet C, Slide 48, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, more particularly described as follows: Beginning
at a point in the Northwest line of
Shannon Lane, said point being
a common corner of Lots 48 and
49; thence Southwestwardly along
said Northwest line a distance of
100.0 feet to the East corner of
Lot 47; thence Northwestwardly
along the line dividing Lot 47 and
48 a distance of 225.0 feet to the
Northwest line of the subdivision;
thence Northeastwardly along said
Northwest line a distance of 100.0
feet to the West corner of Lot 49;
thence Southeastwardly along the
line dividing Lots 48 and 49 a distance of 225.0 feet to the point of
beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 491 Shannon
Lane, Atoka, TN 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above- referenced
property:
DEIDRE LyNN THORNTON
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
W&A No. 321576
DATED January 8, 2018
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
February 9, 2018 at 12:00PM local
time, at the north door, Tipton County
Courthouse, 100 Court Square, Covington, Tennessee pursuant to Deed
of Trust executed by Todd Richeal and
Rania Rachael aka Rania Richeal, to
Williams, McDaniel & Wolfe, Trustee,
as trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for Delta Trust Mortgage Corporation on August 14, 2008 at Record
Book 1409, Page 736, Instrument No.

120660; corrected by affidavit recorded
September 3, 2008 in Record Book
1409 Page 736; conducted by Shapiro
& Ingle, LLP, having been appointed
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of
record in the Tipton County Register’s
Office. Default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of said Deed of Trust
and the entire indebtedness has been
declared due and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., its successors and assigns.
The following real estate located in
Tipton County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Described property located at Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lots 1 and 2, 442 North Maple Subdivision, as shown on Plat of record
in Plat Cabinet H, Page 551, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference is
given for a more particular description
of said property.
Beginning at an iron pin found in the
east margin of North Maple Street,
27 feet east of the center of North
Maple Street and 88 feet south of
the center of east Ripley Street, said
point being the northwest corner of
Means as recorded in Deed Book
235, Page 487, Register’s Office,
Tipton County, Tennessee; thence S
86 degrees 38’ 52” E, 234.00 feet
to a point in the rest margin of Tipton
Street (15.5 feet from center); thence
S 02 degrees
14’ 25” W, 75.0 feet along said west
margin to an iron pin found; thence N
86 degrees 37’ west, 230.35 feet to
an iron pin found in the east margin
of North Maple Street; thence north
75.0 feet along said east margin of
North Maple Street to the point of
beginning, as surveyed by Walter R.
Powell on October 2, 1985.
Street Address: 442 North Maple Street, Covington, Tennessee
38019
Parcel Number: 025N-F-020.00 (Lot
1) and 025N-F-020.01 (Lot 2)
Current Owner(s) of Property: Todd C.
Richeal and wife, Dawn R. Richeal
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
442 North Maple Street, Covington,
Tennessee 38019, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements,
or setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory right of redemption of
any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances
including those created by a fixture
filing or any applicable homeowners’
association dues or assessments; all
claims or other matters, whether of
record or not, which may encumber the
purchaser’s title and any matter that
an accurate survey of the premises

might disclose.
The following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure:
any judgment creditor or lien holder
with an interest subordinate to the said
Deed of Trust or any party claiming by,
through, or under any of the foregoing.
Such parties known to the Substitute
Trustee may include: None.
Terms of Sale will be public auction,
for cash, free and clear of rights of
homestead, redemption and dower to
the extent disclaimed or inapplicable,
and the rights of Todd Richeal and Rania
Rachael aka Rania Richeal, and those
claiming through him/her/it/them.
Any right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead are waived in accord with the
terms of said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
undersigned will sell and convey only
as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for the sale set forth
above. If you purchase a property
at the foreclosure sale, the entire
purchase price is due and payable at
the conclusion of the auction in the
form of a certified/bank check made
payable to or endorsed to Shapiro &
Ingle, LLP. No personal checks will be
accepted. To this end, you must bring
sufficient funds to outbid the lender
and any other bidders. Insufficient
funds will not be accepted. Amounts
received in excess of the winning bid
will be refunded to the successful
purchaser at the time the foreclosure
deed is delivered.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender
or trustee. This sale may be rescinded
only by the Substitute Trustee at any
time. If the Substitute Trustee rescinds
the sale, the purchaser shall only be
entitled to a return of any money paid
towards the purchase price and shall
have no other recourse. Once the
purchaser tenders the purchase price,
the Substitute Trustee may deem the
sale final in which case the purchaser
shall have no remedy. The real property
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no
warranties or representations of any
kind, express or implied, including
without limitation, warranties regarding
condition of the property or marketability of title.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be
used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Ingle, LLP
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone: (704) 333-8107
Fax: (704) 333-8156
www.shapiro-ingle.com
File No. 11-026667
Jan. 12, 19, 26, 2018
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EVEN TEXTERS
AND DRIVERS
HATE TEXTERS
AND DRIVERS.
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Grade-Changing
Scandal at Trezevant
January 12-18, 2018
Shows Culture Matters
This week in Memphis history:

C

ulture matters in education.
When that culture is about
the pursuit of a goal and how
to get there instead of making
sure no one on the payroll gets jostled
too much, it can move mountains. In this
case, it can move one of the city’s most
intractable problems.
The challenge is access to a quality
education that doesn’t know the meaning
of giving up on any child, especially those
already in the pipeline who have fallen far
behind, just as other generations before
them had.
The way parents approach that expectation should not depend on their
ZIP code, like too many other things in
this city do. The hard-to-impossible task
should be trying to justify keeping conditions in place that, whether we know it or
not, hold us back as a city.
The grade-changing scandal Shelby
County Schools is working its way through
imperils every bit of the hard-fought
gains SCS has made in improving student
achievement and the quality of teachers
in recent years.
The seeds of this scandal call into
question other academic practices, including the use of grade floors. Here, there
are some valid points in favor of the practice – as long as the floor isn’t a passing
grade. Giving failing students a chance to
improve within some specific parameters
is different than giving them a pass.
Grade floors should remain a teacher’s
call and a school’s recommendation, with
the school system providing more consis-

tent guidelines about their use.
Public education should be – and in
many places is – about immediate intervention to bring struggling students up
to speed and prevent them from falling
further behind.
But there are places in our school
system consigned to a permanent twilight where nothing new has penetrated
the culture that protects the adults in the
building at the expense of the students
they’re supposed to be educating.
Trezevant High School football coach
Teli White, the figure at the center of the
grade-changing scandal so far, outlined
the simple premise when he talked with
investigators.
“I don’t mean to fail no kid,” he said,
according to a transcript. “If they show up
and halfway participate, they will pass.”
The scandal at Trezevant – an Innovation Zone school that has had three principals in four years – is the second cheating
situation in less than a decade to highlight
the battle underway within SCS. The first
involved a teacher certification exam and
resulted in 40 individuals being charged
with federal crimes for hiring others to
take the exam on their behalf.
As in that case, the school system
should piece together a timeline of teachers and administrators coming and going
at Trezevant. Identify everyone involved
in the widespread grade changing there
to stop an ongoing betrayal of one of the
most intimate public trusts that exists –
the trust a parent places in their child’s
school.

Soul is Required

DAN CONAWAY
MEMPHASIS

TIME TO SEE SOMETHING NEW.
Years ago, friend Billy bought the Edge
office supplies business on Union just west
of other things that aren’t there anymore,
like Happy Day Laundry and Wiles-Smith
Drug Store. I was in there one day when he
asked if I wanted to see something cool. He
lowered a pull-down ladder to an attic and
sent me up. As soon as my head cleared the
opening, he flicked on the light.

“Jesus!” I screamed and almost fell
off the ladder.
The face three inches in front of mine
wasn’t, in fact, Jesus. It was a wide-eyed,
teeth-bared baboon. He wasn’t alone up
there. Heads, parts and whole bodies of
stuffed denizens of African veld and jungle – primate, cat and pachyderm – were
stuffed into every corner of that low attic,
upside down and sideways, like some
macabre inverse Noah exhibit – instead
of save two of each, kill one of each.
Billy had the collection of local big
game hunter Barry Brooks up there, the
same one hanging on the walls and standing on the floor of the Pink Palace when
I was a kid, the same one no one wanted
to display anymore since the Pink Palace
became a real museum instead of a really
big, really eclectic, really bizarre attic.
There’s a lesson there. Don’t celebrate

2008: The campaign of Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama
opens its Memphis headquarters in the Eastgate Shopping Center three weeks
before the Feb. 5 Super Tuesday Tennessee presidential primary. Obama and
U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton of New York are competing for the nomination. In the
February primary, Clinton will carry Tennessee but Obama will take Shelby
County’s base of Democratic primary voters, the largest base of Democrats in
a single county in the state.
2005: Chandler Reports, the real estate information company owned by
The Daily News Publishing Co., launches its consumer website, making its data
available to the public and businesses alike.
1998: A Ku Klux Klan group rallies on the steps of the Shelby County Courthouse to protest the federal holiday honoring civil rights leader Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. The protest ends with police using pepper spray and nightsticks
to disperse the crowd of counterdemonstrators and onlookers after several
counterdemonstrators breach a police barrier.

1950: Memphis wrestler Sputnik Monroe – real name Rock M. Boumbrough
– is arrested along with fellow wrestler Clinton M. Hickman at a cafe at Beale
and Hernando. Memphis police, who charged the men with disorderly conduct,
later say in city court that they arrested the pair because they were white men
in a black business. Monroe's attorney in the matter is Russell B. Sugarmon,
who had run for city commission the previous year and would become a key
strategist in the vanguard of the city's civil rights movement. City Court Judge
Beverly Boushe fines Monroe and Hickman $26 each and they pay the fine.
1945: The Rex Hotel building at 200 Union Ave. is sold by Gerber Realty Co.
for $75,000 to Jerry Touliatos, who had been operating the hotel under a lease
with Gerber for several years. The three-story hotel has 42 rooms with baths,
along with several storefronts on the ground floor. The shops are Addressograph Sales Agency, Lee Tire & Rubber Co. and Auto Music Co. The hotel stood
where AutoZone Park is now.

what once was and died, learn from what
once was to inform the present and inspire the future. The National Civil Rights
Museum teaches us that lesson every day.
Another Brooks, Memphis Brooks
Museum of Art, has plans to move Downtown and there are already two very different ideas for the space it will vacate
in Overton Park, both of them designed
to uniquely appeal to the majority of
this city in new ways, and to uniquely
attract national attention, support and
patronage.
Ekundayo Bandele, executive director of Hattiloo Theatre, would spend $50
million turning the Brooks space into a
national black theater museum, and he
says four black theater organizations
from Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Virginia and St. Paul would move here if he
does, and that Rhodes College would be
a collaborator.
Jay Etkin, gallery owner, artist and
tireless art promoter, would turn the
space into the Etkin Museum of Tribal
and Visionary Art, and he says the Mose-

ley Collection of African Art – more than
7,000 ceremonial masks, ritual statuary,
jewelry, household objects, weapons,
musical instruments, ceremonial regalia
and currency – would come with him if he
does, and that the University of Memphis
would be a collaborator.
Either or both have the potential to
involve, if not include, the iconic Rust
Hall when Memphis College of Art closes.
Either or both have the potential to showcase and mainstream little-known history
and culture to inform and inspire.
I don’t know if either or both will make
it, but I do know that both ideas have
something unique to this city in raw and
real abundance, something completely
missing from that attic above Edge.
Soul.
I’m a Memphian, and soul is very
much alive here.
Dan Conaway, a communication
strategist and author of “I’m a Memphian,” can be reached at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.
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The National Civil Rights Museum will remember Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s life and legacy Monday, Jan. 15, at its King Day Celebration,
with the theme “Where Do We Go From Here?” Museum admission
is $5 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., with optional $3 admission for visitors
who bring a canned good donation for Mid-South Food Bank or free
admission with a blood donation to Lifeblood. An entertainment stage,
health pavilion and children’s activity tent (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) will be
set up outside. Visit civilrightsmuseum.org/king-day for details.

Memphis Public Libraries will celebrate
Sherlock Holmes Day Saturday, Jan. 13,
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Benjamin L.
Hooks Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave.
Enjoy family-friendly activities, including a dramatic reading of a Holmes play
by local actors, memorabilia (including
signed editions from Arthur Conan Doyle),
brain-teaser puzzles, trivia contests and
more. Wear your favorite Sherlock Holmes
costume if you like. Cost is free. Visit
memphislibrary.org.
Barnes & Noble Wolfchase will host author
Linda Williams Jackson for a discussion
and signing of her new novel for young
readers, “Sky Full of Stars,” Saturday, Jan.
13, at 3 p.m. at the store, 2774 N. Germantown Parkway. For more information, call
901-386-9445.
The Mid-South Peace and Justice Center will host its Living The Legacy of
Nonviolence Anniversary Gala Saturday,
Jan. 13, from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at First
Congregational Church, 1000 S. Cooper
St. The fundraising dinner will celebrate
MSPJC's 36th anniversary of people-powered change, featuring keynote speaker
Rosa Clemente, an Afro-Latinx organizer,
journalist, scholar and former Green
Party vice presidential candidate. Visit
midsouthpeace.org for details and tickets.
The Orpheum Theatre will host Muddy
Magnolias in concert as part of the 201718 On Stage at the Halloran Centre series
Saturday, Jan. 13, at 7:30 p.m. at the Halloran, 225 S. Main St. Tickets are $15. Visit
orpheum-memphis.com for tickets and a
series schedule.
Memphis Symphony Orchestra will present “Percussion Explosion” Saturday, Jan.
13, at 7:30 p.m. at the Cannon Center, 255
N. Main St, and Sunday, Jan. 14, at 2:30
p.m. at Germantown Performing Arts Center, 1801 Exeter Road. The concert features
drummers Sonja Branch, Dame Gueye,
Pape Diouf and Abdou Mbaye along with
the Watoto Memphis Performing Arts
Academy dance ensemble. Buy tickets at
memphissymphony.org.
The Association for Women Attorneys will host its 38th annual banquet
Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 6 p.m. at 409 S. Main
St. The AWA will induct its 2018 board

officers, honor A Step Ahead Foundation CEO Claudia Haltom for outstanding
achievements in the legal profession,
and award scholarships to University of
Memphis law school students. Tickets
are $60 for members, $70 for nonmembers and $30 for law students. Email
mwarden@smmlawoffice.com or call
901-821-0044.
Tennessee Small Business Development
Center will present “The Hustle & Flow
of Business Ownership” Thursday, Jan.
18, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Renaissance Business Center, 555 Beale St. This
class is targeted to entrepreneurs/hobbyists who want to explore full business ownership. Cost is free; registration required.
Visit tsbdc.org/training for details.
Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, Jan.
17, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at Pinot’s Palette,
8225 Dexter Road, suite 103. Jeff Armour
of Armour’s Home Inspections LLC will
present “What You Need to Know About
Home Inspections.” Cost is free. Visit
talkshoppe.com.
AARP Cordova Chapter will meet
Thursday, Jan. 18, at 11:30 a.m. at the Bert
Ferguson Community Center, 8505 Trinity Road. Cedric Walker of Well Care will
address how Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s
words still resonate today, and also will
share info about Medicare rights.
Novel will host Perre Coleman Magness,
author of “The Southern Sympathy Cookbook: Funeral Food with a Twist” for a discussion and book signing Thursday, Jan.
18, at 6 p.m. at the bookstore, 387 Perkins
Road Extended. Visit novelmemphis.com.
Playhouse on the Square will present the
regional premiere of “Once” Friday, Jan.
19, through Feb. 11 at 66 S. Cooper St. Visit
playhouseonthesquare.org for times and
tickets.
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Memphis
will host the 2018 Tool Box Bash Friday,
Jan. 19, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Crosstown Concourse, 1350 Concourse Ave. The
event will include live and silent auctions,
entertainment, food and beverages, and
more. Tickets are $75 online or $100 at
the door. Visit toolboxbash.com or call
901-322-3535.

ACROSS
1 Quartet member
5 Vindictiveness
10 Command to
Fido
14 Rainfall measure
15 Tanks and such
16 Legal lead-in
17 Kind of prize
18 Chronic drinker
19 Over again
20 Keyboard key
22 Put on
23 Choir
accompaniment
24 Alluring
27 Shaggy locks
30 Roped by all
fours
31 Increase, with
"up"
34 With intensity
36 Arranged in
layers
38 Prepare to shoot
again
39 Faze
40 Type of bypass
surgery
42 Minuteman, for
one
43 Charlotte-toRaleigh dir.
44 Leak stopper
46 Swindle
47 Sign of things to
come
49 Rope fiber
52 Dickensian cry
53 Odd-numbered
page
57 Mid-month day
58 Skewered food
60 Hefty competitor
61 Bar request
62 Dome-shaped
house
63 New Year's
word
64 Ripe, so to
speak
65 Hard up
66 Marvin and
Majors
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DOWN
35 Daycare charge 49 Be a rat
1 ____ one's time
37 "___ a deal!"
50 Notion
2 Soon, to a poet
41 Corned beef
51 Clothing line?
3 Sean Connery,
go-with
54 Sleuthing game
for one
42 Virility
55 Raconteur's
4 Bit
45 On the hook,
offering
5 Test for teens
legally
56 Bookie's quote
6 Gifted one
47 Like some
58 Reunion bunch
7 Lamborghini, e.g.
decisions
59 Scout leader?
8 Hammer
48 Fit for a king
slantingly
9 Miss the mark
10 Fifth wheel
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword:
11 Astronaut drink
C
L
A M
I C O N
S U S H I
12 Environs
N O V A
U N P I N
13 Betray boredom L A V A
T R A N S P L A N T
21 Practice session O V E R
P E R I G E E
W E I R D O
23 Michelangelo,
J U G
A P A R T
for one
A S P
25 Platoon member A S S U M E D N A M E
P U P A
R E A R
G A B L E
26 Demeanor
A G I N G
A P E
O R B I T
27 Homer's gal
C A C A O
C E N T
B O D E
28 Poseidon's
G H O S T W R I T E R
E R E
domain
M E A N T
O A T
29 Life sign
E R S A T Z
A S T R I D E
31 Playful prank
A C I D
C O -U1/21/18
N T E R A C T
of 1/15/18
32Week
____ Cup
O G R E
T E N D
H O R S E
(classic candy)
D E E P
E D G Y
33 Groom with care O F F E R
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Difficulty: Easy
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Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku:
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SEMINAR SERIES
NEWSMAKERS: MEMPHIS
SPORTS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25th
3:30 PM @ Memphis Brooks Museum
Wine & cheese reception to follow
#MEMsports

Bluff City is Sports City: From University of Memphis athletics to the NBA’s Grizzlies, from
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl to AutoZone Park, from college football Saturdays in the SEC to
the annual FedEx St. Jude Classic, this town loves to play. And with multiple sports talk radio
shows to keep the buzz at a fever pitch, sports are in just about every Memphis conversation.
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Mark Alnutt

Darrell Smith

Deputy Athletic Director
University of Memphis

Tournament Director
FedEx St. Jude Classic
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Peter B. Freund
Owner
Memphis Redbirds
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Jason Wexler
President of Business
Operations
Memphis Grizzlies
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SEATING IS LIMITED – REGISTER ONLINE NOW
seminars.memphisdailynews.com

