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This week in Memphis history:

>>>>> 2012: Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell vetoed a referendum on
a half-cent countywide sales tax hike and the Shelby County Commission overrode the veto putting the item to voters in the city of Memphis
and the unincorporated county on the Nov. 6 ballot. Voters defeated the
sales tax hike.

>>>>> 1993: With Shelby County Mayor Bill Morris already running in the
1994 race for Tennessee governor, Memphis Mayor Willie Herenton announced he was considering a bid to run for county mayor in the 1994
elections as a move to consolidate the two local governments. If elected,
Herenton’s tentative plan was to then surrender the city’s charter. “The
county mayor’s race provides a vehicle for me to take a leadership role in
causing the public debate and if we can work out all of the legalities and
the timing, then I would seriously consider running for the chief executive officer of a newly created form of government,” he said. The idea ran
afoul of charter provisions on holding more than one office.

>>>>> 1963: The Memphis State football team opened practice for the coming season under coach Billy “Spook” Murphy. The season opener was
Sept. 14 against Mississippi Southern at Jackson, Miss. It was the start
of an undefeated season for the Tigers, whose home field was Crump
Stadium in Midtown.
Among the new merchants licenses listed in The Daily News, East Memphis Rubber Stamp Co. at 3727 Southern Ave.

Opera Memphis Opens
Season With Free Shows

River Oaks Wine Program
Wins Recognition

Opera Memphis is opening its 20132014 season with a month of free opera
performances staged at various public
venues around Memphis and Shelby
County. The free performances will be
presented every day in September, and
will lead up to the company’s seasonopening production of Rigoletto on Oct.
3 and 5.
Ned Canty, director of Opera Memphis, said more than $70,000 in national
and local grant support helped finance
the month of free performances, called
Memphis through 30 Days of Opera.
Evolve Trust & Bank is the presenting
sponsor for a second year.
“Along with other donor gifts, this
funding has helped us reach a five-year
high in total giving,” Canty said. “In a
decade when opera companies in many
other cities – Baltimore, Md.; Rochester,
N.Y.; Santa Ana, Calif.; and Hartford,
Conn. – have been forced to close, Opera
Memphis is doing what Memphis musicians have always done: innovate.”
Th support is a result of the company’s
work seeking and applying for grants
from national organizations like OPERA
America, the National Endowment for
the Arts, the Getty Foundation and the
Harnisch Foundation, as well as receiving
local support from Watkins Uiberall and
the Downtown Memphis Commission.
The full calendar will be available after
Aug. 31 at www.operamemphis.org.

River Oaks restaurant has received an
award for its wine program.
The Award of Excellence was presented to River Oaks in July and published in
the August issue of Wine Spectator magazine. River Oaks’ wine list showcases more
than 300 selections available by the bottle
and more than 75 available by the glass,
and it was one of only eight restaurants in
Memphis to receive this 2013 restaurant
award.
The magazine’s restaurant wine list
awards recognize restaurants who offer
an appealing and interesting selection of
wines that are appropriate to their cuisine
offerings.

Huckabee Raising Funds
For Alexander Re-Election
Former Arkansas Gov. and Republican
presidential hopeful Mike Huckabee has
joined U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander’s campaign for re-election in 2014.
Huckabee, who carried Shelby County
and Tennessee in the 2008 Republican
presidential primary, sent a statewide
fundraising letter this week on Alexander’s
behalf. The appeal to Tennessee citizens
compares Alexander to former President
Ronald Reagan.
The Huckabee letter comes the same
week that State Rep. Joe Carr announced
he will challenge Alexander in the August
2014 Republican Senate primary.
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US Unemployment Aid
Applications on the Rise
The number of Americans applying
for unemployment benefits rose last week
after reaching the lowest level in 5.5 years.
But the broader trend suggests companies
are laying off fewer workers and could
step up hiring in the months ahead.
The Labor Department said Thursday
that applications for first-time benefits
rose 13,000 to a seasonally adjusted
336,000 in the week ending Aug. 17. That's
up from 323,000 in the previous week,
which was the lowest since Jan. 2008.
The four-week average, which
smoothes week to week fluctuations,
fell by 2,250 to 330,500. That's the sixth
straight decline and the lowest for the
average since November 2007.
At the depths of the recession in
March 2009, applications numbered
670,000.
Applications for unemployment
benefits generally reflect layoffs. The fourweek average has fallen 5 percent in the
past month. The drop suggests employers
added nearly 200,000 jobs in August, an
improvement from the 162,000 added in
July.
The unemployment rate fell to a 4.5year low of 7.4 percent last month, down
from 7.6 percent in June. That's still well
above the 5 percent to 6 percent range associated with a normal economy.
The drop in layoffs helps explain why
job growth has increased this year to an
average of 192,000 net jobs a month, even
while overall economic growth has stayed
sluggish.

Gauge of Economic Health
Rose 0.6 Percent in July
A gauge of the U.S. economy's health
rose in July, pointing to stronger growth in
the second half of the year.
The Conference Board said Thursday that its index of leading indicators
increased 0.6 percent last month to a
reading of 96.0. The increase followed no
change in June and a 0.2 percent increase
in May.
The index from the business research
group is comprised of several previously
released data points and can signal economic conditions over the next three to
six months.
The solid gain suggests economic
growth is picking up after a weak start.
The economy grew at an annual rate of
1.4 percent from January through June.
Many economists expect growth could
improve to a 2.5 percent rate in the second half of 2013.
The pace of growth measured by
the index over the last six months has
nearly doubled, "pointing to a gradually
strengthening expansion through the
end of the year," said Conference Board
economist Ataman Ozyildirim.

Raymond James Renovating
Office in Downtown Tower
Raymond James is renovating an office near the top of the skyscraper that’s
a key fixture of the Downtown Memphis
skyline.
The company, which had its real
estate officials in town in recent days as

it moves toward a decision on its Downtown lease that expires in two years, has
pulled a permit for work that’s described
as “renovation of office” on the 20th floor
of the 21-story tower, according to The
Daily News Online, www.memphisdailynews.com.
The dollar amount listed on the permit is $65,000. The contractor is listed as
B&B Specialty Contractors Inc.
A Raymond James spokesman could
not be reached for comment.

City Council Approves
Civil Service Referendum
The Memphis City Council approved
Tuesday, Aug. 20, a 2014 city referendum
on a charter change that would change
the city’s civil service board system.
Part of the proposal by council
member Kemp Conrad is aimed at better
staffing the review board, which decides
employee appeals, to hear a current
backlog of cases and resolve them more
quickly. Under another change in the proposal, employees could be cited for – and
appeal – performance issues, in addition
to violations of policies.
The administration of Memphis Mayor A C Wharton Jr. withdrew its ordinance
to create the position of “revenue manager” within the city’s division of finance
as the council prepared to vote Tuesday
on its third and final reading. Some on the
council, as well as council attorney Allan
Wade, questioned why the administration couldn’t simply create the position
without council approval.
“I don’t think we ever saw Dick Hackett do this,” Wade said, referring to the
former mayor.
Among other action, the council approved a Corrections Corp. of America
residential re-entry center at 3420 Old
Getwell Road at Holman Road.
It also approved the Memphis Light,
Gas and Water Division plan to have
Brookfield Infrastructure Fund II manage
$20 million for the utility’s retirement and
pension fund.
And the council approved on third
and final reading a long-delayed ordinance that prohibits city employees from
pension “double dipping” by continuing
to collect a city pension if they go back
to the work for the city or another local
government.
The council also approved the $30
million budget for the Main Street to Main
Street Connector project that outlines
how and when state, federal, local and
private funding will be spent.

Biggers to Coordinate
‘Smart on Crime’ Plan
Assistant U.S. Attorney C. David Biggers Jr. will coordinate prevention and
re-entry programs within the office of the
U.S. Attorney for the Western District of
Tennessee.
U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton appointed
Biggers Tuesday, Aug. 20, just a week after
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder outlined initiatives that call on federal prosecutors to rethink the criminal charges
they file against defendants, particularly in drug cases that have mandatory
minimum sentences. Holder outlined the

initiatives in a speech at the American Bar
Association’s annual convention in San
Francisco.
Each federal prosecutor’s office across
the country will have its own plan and
coordinator. Biggers is a career prosecutor
who previously served as the U.S. Attorney’s office representative to the Drug
Court program in Birmingham, Ala.

Shelby County Gets
Head Start Grant
U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen says Shelby

County has been awarded a $3.6 million
federal grant to support projects that get
children ready to start school.
In a Tuesday news release, Cohen said
the grant from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services will support
Head Start projects that promote school
readiness of children from birth until the
age of 5 by enhancing their cognitive,
social and emotional development.
The grant completes the current year’s
funding for a total of more than $23 million.
Head Start is a federal program that

Talking to your baby
helps her brain develop.
And she won’t contradict you
until she’s at least 3.

Go to TUCI.org for a copy of the Parents Guide to Kindergarten Readiness.
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provides health, nutrition, social services
and other services to needy children and
their families.
Shelby County Head Start provides these services to more than 3,000
children.

Comptroller of Currency
Ends Paragon Oversight
Paragon National Bank has shown
enough progress to be able to end a special oversight arrangement the bank had
with the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency.
The agreement, which was dissolved
Aug. 14, had been in place since September 2008.
Measures taken by the bank to address
key items defined within the OCC agreement include, according to the bank,
drastically reducing the level of problem
assets, improving the concentration risk
management program, developing procedures and policies to identify and control
non-accruing loans, and maintaining an
adequate allowance for losses.

Indie Memphis Presents
Southern Circuit Film Tour
Indie Memphis is rounding out this
year’s programming with the Southern
Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers.
The series, sponsored by the Depart-

ment of Communications at The University of Memphis, will present six independent feature and documentary films
through April. Each will have the filmmaker in attendance for a post-screening
conversation with the audience.
All screenings will begin at 7:30 p.m.
at Malco’s Studio on the Square. Tickets
are $8 each, with a $2 discount available
for seniors. Admission is free for Indie
Memphis members and for students with
valid IDs.

Cannon Wright Blount
Acquires Wormser Firm
Memphis-based accounting firm
Cannon Wright Blount has acquired The
Wormser Firm, effective Aug. 1.
All Wormser Firm employees have
moved to Cannon Wright Blount’s office
at 756 Ridge Lake Blvd. and will maintain
their roles within the firm.
This is the fourth acquisition for Cannon Wright Blount since its founding in
1994.

US Home Sales Reach
Highest Level Since 2009
For the first time since 2009, previously occupied U.S. homes are selling at a
pace associated with a healthy market.
Sales jumped 6.5 percent in July to a
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 5.4 mil-
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lion, the National Association of Realtors
said Wednesday. Over the past 12 months,
sales have surged 17.2 percent. The trend
shows that housing remains a driving
force for the economy even as mortgage
rates have risen from record lows.
Buyers have been purchasing previously occupied homes at an annual pace
above 5 million for three straight months.
The last time that happened was in 2007.
Sales are above the 3.45 million pace of
July 2010, the low point after the housing
bubble burst. Analysts think a healthy
pace is roughly between 5 and 5.5 million.
Buyers last month weren’t dissuaded
by higher long-term mortgage rates,
which have jumped, on average, a full
percentage point since early May.

Civil Rights Museum
To Commemorate March
The National Civil Rights Museum is
commemorating the 50th anniversary of
the March on Washington with a concert.
The museum says the free concert
is scheduled to take place Aug. 28 at the
museum’s outdoor courtyard.
The concert will include performances by “American Idol” contestants Alexis
Grace, Keia Johnson and Trump Tight,
who are from Memphis.
Representatives from the political,
educational and religious communities
also are expected to speak.
The museum says the concert is inspired by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
“I Have A Dream” speech and the people
who attended the March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom on Aug. 28, 1963.

Brookings’ ‘Welcome Home’
Show Planned for Aug. 31
The last time David Brookings played
a show in Memphis, it was 2009, the same
year he was working as a tour guide at
Sun Studio.
That was also the same year late Apple
co-founder Steve Jobs took a private tour
of the studio and offered Brookings a job
at iTunes. Now, four years later, Brookings
will be back in Memphis this month and
will play a show while he’s in town.
He will be at the Poplar Lounge Aug.
31 with special guests Chris Wilhite and
Bryan Dease.
Brookings worked at Sun from 2003 to
2009. He moved to the San Francisco Bay
area in the fall of 2009.
He still writes songs and has a sixth
album due out in September.

Commission, Attorney
Meet in Closed Session
Shelby County Commissioners met
Monday, Aug. 19, in a closed-door executive session with attorney Lori Patterson,
who, along with attorney Leo Bearman,
represents the commission in the federal
court lawsuit over the schools merger
and the formation of suburban school
districts.
Patterson would not comment after
the hour-long session. Friday is the
deadline set by U.S. District Judge Samuel
“Hardy” Mays for all sides in the case to
submit their positions on what is left for
him to decide in the part of the case that

deals with the suburban school districts.
The filings will determine whether
all sides agree on whether to pursue a
remaining claim involving the Tennessee
Constitution and a federal claim in which
the commission alleges the suburban
school districts would violate the U.S.
Constitution’s equal protection clause
through a racial “resegregation” of public
schools in Shelby County.
In other action, the commission
approved a new 50-year lease with the
Shelby County Health Care Corp. for the
operation of The Regional Medical Center
at Memphis, as well as a companion
resolution authorizing up to $35 million
in new market tax credit-based financing
the corporation has worked out to fund
renovation work on its facilities.

EmergeMemphis to Host
HACKmemphis Event
An event for technologists, developers, makers, hackers and other members
of the tech community is happening next
month.
HACKmemphis 2013 will be Sept. 14
and 15. The goal is to bring together tech
communities to develop hardware and
software projects in Memphis.
The gathering will happen at EmergeMemphis, 516 Tennessee St. Visit www.
hackmemphis.com for more information.

Tennessee Legislator
To Challenge Alexander
Sen. Lamar Alexander’s efforts to ward
off a primary challenge from the right fell
short Tuesday with Tennessee state Rep.
Joe Carr’s announcement that he will
mount a tea party challenge for the Republican nomination for the U.S. Senate.
Carr, a Murfreesboro business consultant, told WTN-FM host Ralph Bristol
that he decided to abandon his challenge
to embattled U.S. Rep. Scott DesJarlais
to instead take on Alexander because he
considers the senator “the most liberal
member of the delegation from Tennessee.”
DesJarlais, a Jasper physician, is considered vulnerable because of revelations
of past infidelities with patients and once
having encouraged his wife and a lover to
seek abortions.
In response to the switch to campaign
against Alexander, Carr’s top campaign
strategists, Chip Saltsman, resigned.
“It is because of Lamar Alexander that
people like you have the honor of serving
in the majority of the state legislature,”
Saltsman said in his resignation letter to
Carr.
Meanwhile, Alexander is one of Tennessee’s most seasoned politicians. He is a
former two-term governor who twice ran
for president, served as U.S. secretary of
education and as president of the University of Tennessee.
He also had $3.1 million in the bank
for his re-election effort through the first
half of the year.
Carr said he expects it will take more
than $5 million to defeat Alexander,
including independent expenditures.
He had about $275,000 on hand from
his House race through the middle
of the year.
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Terminix Acquires
Canadian Company
Memphis-based pest and termite
control provider Terminix, a division of
The ServiceMaster Co., has entered the
Canadian pest control market by acquiring substantially all the assets of Torontobased Magical Pest Control.
Terminix’s Toronto operations will
provide commercial and residential pest
control services under the Magical Pest
Control name.
Terminix president Larry Pruitt said
Magical’s focus on customer-centric
service and innovation, as well as its
commitment to team members, made for
a perfect match as the company begins
to establish the Terminix footprint in
Canada.

Memphis Startups Join
Statewide ‘Demo Day’
Four startups from Memphis will
take part in Tennessee’s first-ever statewide “demo day,” being organized by
LaunchTN on Aug. 27.
The four companies are Mobilizer,
Screwpulp, Health & Bliss and View
Medical. During the event in Nashville, 20
companies – all graduates from Tennessee’s nine startup accelerators – will make
pitches, and 10 will go on to participate
in The TENN, the state’s first master
accelerator program, sponsored by the
Blackstone Charitable Foundation.

After demo day, The TENN companies
will leave for a statewide bus tour and
will meet with leaders of Tennessee’s top
corporations as well as leading angel and
venture capital investors from the state.
During the master accelerator program,
the members of The TENN will fly to California and the East Coast to network with
venture capitalists and angel investors.

State Tourism Chief
Honored Nationally
Tennessee Tourism Commissioner Susan Whitaker has been chosen 2013 State
Tourism Director of the Year. The honor
was expected to be announced Monday
by the U.S. Travel Association’s National
Council of State Tourism Directors at a
luncheon in Richmond, Va.
The award is made annually to the
state tourism director who contributes
to successfully raising the profile of their
state as a travel and tourism destination,
selecting the individual exhibiting the
most impressive achievements.
Whitaker was reappointed to her post
at the Tennessee Department of Tourist
Development by Gov. Bill Haslam in January 2011. She served in the same capacity
through both terms of Gov. Phil Bredesen’s administration.
Learning of the coming honor, entertainer Dolly Parton said Whitaker is one
of the best friends Tennessee tourism
has ever had.

RE/MAX Holidings Files
Announces IPO Plan
RE/MAX Holdings Inc. filed plans
Monday to take the real estate brokerage
firm public and raise up to $100 million.
The company, based in Denver, has
not determined the timing, price or number of shares to be offered.
The maximum value of the offering
was set for the purpose of calculating the
registration fee.
It plans to list its stock on the New
York Stock Exchange under the ticker
symbol “RMAX.”
RE/MAX, founded in 1973, is a franchisor of real estate brokerage services.
It recruits agents and sell franchises and
franchising rights to those who want to
operate under the RE/MAX brand.
The company has more than 90,000
agents and 6,300 offices around the world
but gets the bulk of its revenue from the
U.S.
In 2012, the company reported net income of $18 million on revenue of $143.7
million.
RE/MAX said that it plans to use the
proceeds from the offering to acquire two
franchisees that it currently manages,
which will give it back the regional RE/
MAX franchise rights that those businesses hold in the Southwest and Central
Atlantic regions of the U.S.
Morgan Stanley, BofA Merrill Lynch
and J.P. Morgan will act as joint bookrunning managers for the offering.

weekly digest

Following the offering, shareholders
will own all the Class A common stock in
RE/MAX. Its existing owners, RIHI and
private equity firm Weston Presidio, will
hold all of its Class B stock.

Fire Museum to Update
Programs, Exhibits
The Fire Museum of Memphis is
launching a list of upgrades to its educational programs and fire prevention and
life safety exhibits in celebration of the
museum’s 15-year anniversary.
It’s a result of grants the museum has
received from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the Plough
Foundation.
The museum was awarded two grants
by FEMA – one for $197,245 and one for
$481,740, which is the third-largest FEMA
fire prevention grant ever awarded to a
museum – and a grant for $250,000 from
the Plough Foundation.
The museum is using the money to
update existing exhibits, including the
Fire Safety House, the Maze, the Juvenile
Fire Setter exhibit, the Smoke Detector
and Carbon Monoxide Detector exhibit,
the Family Meeting Place exhibit and the
FedEx Fire Room.
The museum also plans to install several new exhibits and to enhance the fire
safety and prevention education curriculum used at the museum and by firefighters visiting schools across the region.
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he Memphis City Council’s sharpest debate during a Tuesday, Aug.
20, council agenda with several
major issues wasn’t about Smart Meters or
changes in garbage pickup.
It was about “several thousand” rape
kits Memphis Police have – some dating
back to the 1980s – that investigators never
processed.
The council approved a $501,000 state
grant to the Memphis Police Department
for the processing of 2,200 rape kits.
Council member Kemp Conrad, after a
day of committee sessions in which he and
other council members got a briefing from
Memphis Police Director Toney Armstrong
on the problem, wanted to add $2.5 million from the city’s reserve fund to process
all of the rape kits and identify whatever
DNA can be found.
“I don’t think I was aware of the gravity
of the situation,” Conrad said.
Armstrong said he had no precise
count on the number of unprocessed rape
kits but estimated it was several thousand.
Conrad reacted when council member Lee Harris asked Armstrong what the
urgency of the situation was.
“I don’t need someone to tell me the
urgency of the problem,” Conrad said.
Council member Shea Flinn echoed
the sentiment.
“I’ll raise taxes to get this money,” he
said. “This is outrageous.”
But other council members wanted to
know how using that much from the city’s
reserve fund would affect the city’s financial health. Several cited concerns about
the city’s reserve fund level earlier this year
from Tennessee Comptroller Justin Wilson.
Council member Myron Lowery said
all on the council agreed the rape kits
should be processed.
“The only question is where will the
dollars come from,” he said. “For us to act
today on a moment’s notice … is a kneejerk reaction. I don’t think we should touch
our reserves on a moment’s notice.”
“We have an ability to send a message
tonight to the Memphis Police Department,” Conrad replied. “Government is
about choices. If the council can’t make
this a priority, I don’t want to serve on a
body like this.”
The council will discuss additional city
funding to process more rape kits during
Sept. 3 committee sessions.
Meanwhile, council members approved a $10.1 million contract Tuesday
for Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division
to buy 60,000 Smart Meters.

And the council delayed a final vote on
setting a solid waste fee that is the starting
point for changes over several years to the
way the city collects garbage. The twoweek delay in setting the fee also delays
acting on a plan to provide sanitation
workers with a retirement supplement of
up to $1,000 a month funded with the savings from the changes in the services.
After an hour of questions about the
plan in committee sessions, council members indicated Tuesday that they still want
more discussion on the matter.
Council members had lots of questions about whether the money the city
would set aside for the supplement would
be enough if a lot of employees retired at
once. They also questioned what would
happen if it wasn’t.
The plan was worked out by the
administration of Memphis Mayor A C
Wharton Jr. and the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Employees local, which represents city sanitation
workers.
The supplement would be funded
with savings from efficiencies in the new
garbage pick up plan which would add 100
stops to most daily sanitation routes, eliminate special crews to pick up large items
on the curb and move toward broader
recycling.If the savings aren’t there, the city
would not be obligated to pay the supplement.The Smart Meter contract vote came
with more questions from council members for utility president Jerry Collins but
relatively little debate.
Collins confirmed that the utility will
not charge a fee to customers who opt out
of the Smart Meters. Such a fee was in the
original version of the plan, but several
council members moved to take it out.
Council member Janis Fullilove first attempted to amend the contract resolution
to call for a citywide referendum on the
use of Smart Meters and then tried unsuccessfully to delay the vote for four months.
“What would be accomplished in
120 days that we don’t know or haven’t
received?” asked council member Harold
Collins.
“I personally would like to have more
information,” Fullilove answered as she
again called for a citywide referendum on
the expansion of the Smart Meters pilot
project.
The council vote for the contract was
9-4 in favor.
The council followed up by setting
time-of-use rates for the Smart Meters
that will charge utility customers based on
when they use energy during the day. Energy usage during peak hours comes with
a higher rate while use during non-peak
hours comes with a lower rate.
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Medtronic
Spine Revenue
Declines 2.7
Percent
Jennifer Johnson Backer
jbacker@memphisdailynews.com

M
(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Bethel Grove Elementary School fifth-graders dump soil into a planter as part of the American
Heart Association Teaching Garden, which teaches healthy living through diet and exercise.

Organic Education
Teaching Garden connects children with food
Michael Waddell
mwaddell@memphisdailynews.com

Plant Day Celebration
kicks off healthy living
initiative that promotes
eating right and exercising

B

ethel Grove Elementary School
of Memphis marked the
opening of its American Heart
Association Teaching Garden recently
with a Plant Day Celebration and
ribbon-cutting ceremony that included
garden crafts, music and physical activity education.
“We see this as a great opportunity for the students, the school and
the community,” said Bethel Grove
principal Audrean Bond-Jones, who
explained that the school’s recent
healthy living initiative also includes
providing healthier lunch options and
more emphasis on physical education.
“There is an air of excitement with the
kids because gardening is a new experience for most of them.”
The school welcomed guest speaker
Spencer McMillin, an instructor from
L'Ecole Culinaire and personal chef to
Memphis Grizzlies point guard Mike
Conley, at the Aug. 16 event.
“As a culture we are the secondrichest, but we are also the second-unhealthiest,” said McMillin, who is also
involved with the new Green Machine
bus, a mobile food market that travels
to Memphis food deserts. “My focus is
on educating people about healthier

eating habits, gardening and organic
vegetables.”
Nearly one in three American children are overweight or obese, according to the American Heart Association,
with American eating habits leading
to modern-day “malnutrition” due to
diets filled with too many sodas and
overly processed foods. French fries are
the most common source of vegetables
consumed by children and make up
one-fourth of their overall vegetable
intake; juice, which may lack important
fiber found in whole fruits, accounts
for 40 percent of children’s daily fruit
intake.
McMillin is encouraged by similar gardens that are sprouting up at
schools across the city.
“Gardening is fun. I grew up with a
garden, and just pulling the potatoes
out of the ground was like a treasure
hunt,” McMillin said. “The more connected you are to your food, the more
likely you are to eat it.”
McMillin touts using better quality
ingredients, such as canola or olive
oil for the good Omega-3 fatty acids
instead of vegetable oils, along with
organic meats, veggies, fruits and even
flour. There are now more than 40
school gardens in the area, according to
Stephan Leonard, farm manager educator with Shelby County Schools, who
oversaw the construction and setup of
Bethel Grove garden as well as many
others around town.
“We try to get the kids out there
growing their own foods and get them

in the mindset of choosing better items
to put on their menus,” said Leonard,
who hopes the gardens help to address
the problems of obesity and diabetes
within the community. “The kids learn
lifetime skills so they can provide for
themselves by growing their own urban
gardens right where they live instead
of relying on food to be transported in
from other areas.”
The plants in the garden were
grown from seeds donated by Lowe’s
Home Improvement, and Cigna
HealthCare sponsored the event, marking the second Teaching Garden the
company has helped to create at a local
school. Last year Cigna partnered with
the American Heart Association for a
similar event at Charjean Elementary
School.
“We know that research shows
that kids who get the chance to actually grow plants and understand the
process from planting the seeds to
nurturing the plants to harvesting
then they are going to eat more fruits
and vegetables, and ultimately it will
improve their nutrition habits and their
health,” said Chuck Utterback, Cigna
director of contacting, who believes
Cigna will continue to sponsor at least
one new school garden each year.
The AHA Teaching Garden was
founded by Kelly Meyer and was created using science and nutrition guidelines coupled with information from
gardening and education experts. The
program combines nutrition education
with garden-based learning.

edtronic Inc. said its profit gained
in the fiscal first quarter, buoyed
by strong international growth and
geographic expansion as well as robust demand for cardiac and vascular devices.
Net income in the three months ended
July 26 gained 10 percent to $953 million, or 93
cents per share, from $864 million, or 83 cents
per share, during the same period a year earlier.
Profit excluding one-time items was 88 cents
per share. Revenue also rose 2 percent to $4.08
billion, from $4.01 billion, during the same
period last year.
Net income was in line with Wall Street analysts’ expectations, while revenue fell slightly
short on weaker-than-expected sales of defibrillators and some spinal products, according
to FactSet. "Our Q1 results reflect that we are
broadly outperforming our sector," said Omar
Ishrak, Medtronic chairman and chief executive officer. "At the same time, we continue to
strengthen and geographically diversify our
business and remain confident in both our
outlook for the remainder of the year and our
long-term competitive position in the changing
health care environment."
Medtronic Spine, which is based in
Memphis, reported first-quarter global Spine
revenue declined 2.7 percent to $765 million,
compared with $786 million a year earlier. Core
Spine revenue was $641 million, compared
with $645 million a year earlier. BMP, commercially marketed as rhBMP-2 INFUSE Bone
Graft, revenue slumped 12.1 percent to $124
million, compared to $141 million.
Infuse Bone Graft sales have been hurt by
revelations about the company’s handling of
studies and marketing of the product. Last
year, a U.S. Senate investigation concluded
Medtronic helped write and edit journal articles about the graft that downplayed its risks.
Excluding the impact of exchange rate fluctuations, Medtronic Spine said total revenue
declined about 1 percent, while core spine
revenue grew 1 percent.
“We saw continued stability in our business, with growth across our largest segments,”
said Doug King, senior vice president at
Medtronic and president of Medtronic Spine.
“Our core spine and other biologics portfolio
performed well in the quarter, as our new technologies, enabling technologies and procedural
innovations continued to gain broad surgeon
acceptance.”
Excluding the impact of exchange rate fluctuations, sales of cardiac and vascular devices
gained 2 percent to $2.16 billion, compared to
$2.12 billion, on improved demand for pacemakers, heart valves and devices to treat atrial
fibrillation.
The Associated Press contributed to this
report.
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Hieroglyph Hitting Stride at One Year
Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

eroglyph undertook was helping
the Urban Child Institute spread
the word about its “Baby Small”
campaign, which underscored
the importance of promoting an
understanding of brain development in the first years of a child’s
life. Hieroglyph helped spread the
word through outlets like the Web
and social media.
Hieroglyph this year also
updated the Levitt Shell’s logo
and brands, including helping
produce a new website and print
material.
“I’d done a few brand campaigns in the past on my own,
and that’s the groove I want to be
in,” Horton said, referring to previous work for clients that include
the Overton Park Conservancy
and ArtsMemphis. “I’m about
helping people communicate a
movement and idea.
“When people come to me
saying, ‘I just need a website’
– well, you need to be saying
something. So let’s deal with your
brand copy. Let’s deal with your
logo. Let’s deal with other things
that also need to be tackled so

“

(Memphis News/Bob Bayne)

A

few months ago, the
Levitt Shell, which recently
unveiled its fall season
lineup, got an updated website
and brand.
The firm behind that task was
Hieroglyph, a full-service creative
company housed at EmergeMemphis that launched one year
ago this month and which has
been trying to do things a little
differently than the competition.
As the name reflects – a hieroglyph is an image that stands as a
symbol of something – the firm’s
big focus is branding.
“We can do everything else – a
lot of people just want something
like a website – but we try to start
the conversation a lot earlier than
that,” said Hieroglyph principal
Josh Horton. “We work primarily with nonprofits and small
businesses, and they’re coming
to us with limited budgets a lot of
times for one thing. So we try to
slow the process down a little bit
and kind of cast a wider net so we
can tackle all the things that need
to be tackled.”
One of the first projects Hi-

We’ve got plenty of
irons in the fire.”
– Josh Horton

Principal, Hieroglyph

your brand can be trusted.”
His firm’s own brand includes
a love of Memphis and of echoes
of its past, especially those from
childhood years that Horton
remembers fondly. To that end,
the firm recently produced a
group of T-shirts, not unlike the
way plenty of creative firms distribute branded items to clients
and prospective clients to get the
word out.
However, Horton didn’t want
to put the Hieroglyph logo on a
T-shirt – he went instead with
things he grew up with. So he
chose representations of three
haunts from his younger years –
Adventure River, Skateland and

My Taper Paper
Last week, we discussed the recent
be historically low. In fact, when the Fed
upshift in the global economy. The next
has announced simulative policies in the
major moment for the market will occur
past, rates typically increased in anticipaon Sept. 18 when 65 percent of econotion of better economic times. If this policy
mists expect that the Fed will announce
really isn’t about the cost of money,
a “tapering” of its quantitative easing
then what is it about?
program. The movement in the
The politically incor10-year Treasury bond interest
rect, yet correct, intent for
rate confirms this expectation as
quantitative easing was to
rates have now climbed to 2.84
increase asset prices. This
percent, up from 1.6 percent three
strategy disproportionately
months ago.
benefits the wealthy,
As a refresher, the Fed
who also happen to
is purchasing Treasuries
be the ones that make
David S. Waddell
the worldly
and mortgage-backed
the hiring decisions
investor
securities in an effort to
across the economy. With
bolster the economy and
housing and stock values
reduce unemployment. However, the linkquickly rising, the population that owns
age between large-scale asset purchases
investment assets finds themselves flush
and job creation is largely anecdotal. The
with cash and optimism. This “wealth
politically correct justification for longeffect” should encourage risk taking and
term asset purchases is that lower interest investment activity and theoretically, job
rates will stimulate business lending and
creation. This is the Federal Reserve’s
job postings. Unfortunately, with demand
version of trickledown economics. Quanslack in the economy, cheap money
titative easing was not about the cost of
doesn’t necessarily make investment projmoney, but the price of investment assets.
ects profitable as lower expenses don’t
Housing prices nationally are rising at
matter much without revenue. Furthertheir fastest pace since early 2006. The
more, limited demand for money naturally
S&P 500 index has averaged annual gains
reduces the price of money. Even without
of 18 percent over the last three years. If
Fed intervention, interest rate levels would

HORTON
Libertyland.
Those T-shirts are available
at www.hieroglyph.co/shop and
start at $20.
Meanwhile, Horton’s goal for
within the next year is to bring
on a couple of people to help
with creative needs and project
management needs. Right now,

you live in San Francisco, where median
home values approximate $800,000, you
have received a 25 percent return on your
house along with a 21 percent return on
your investment portfolio over the past
year. Feeling good, Winthrop?
Should quantitative easing continue
to inflate asset valuations, bubbles with
consequences will form. Given that the
linkage between quantitative easing and
the unemployment rate is so inconclusive,
winding down the program to prevent
unintended consequences makes sense.
The Fed currently purchases $85
billion per month. The markets expect
them to reduce purchases to $65 billion.
Should they surprise the market and
reduce to $45 billion, a large sell-off would
occur. The wealthy would take losses, and
the “wealth effect” transmission system
would grind. Should the Fed cut to $75
billion, the markets would celebrate the
Fed’s restraint and likely advance. At $75
billion, the Fed can have its cake and eat
it too. They begin tapering stimulus while
preserving their cherished “wealth effect”
to support further hiring. Yahtzee!
Will rising rates lead to falling stock
prices??? Tune in next week.
David Waddell, who is regularly featured in the Wall Street Journal, USA Today
and Forbes, as well as on Fox Business
News and CNBC, is president and CEO of
Memphis-based Waddell & Associates.

Horton is the creative director
and is shying away intentionally
from taking on big accounts.
“I don’t want to get so big I
can’t service my clients, and I
don’t want to take on jobs just
to take on jobs,” he said. “Right
now we’ve got plenty of irons
in the fire.”

Loeb Signs
Tenant For
Griffin House
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The newest tenant in the Overton
Square entertainment district has
signed a lease in the lone reminder of
the area’s residential days.
Robata Ramen &Yakitori Bar, a
restaurant owned by Jimmy Ishi, the
owner of Sekisui restaurants, will open
in what is known as the Griffin House.
The house remained the district’s
one residential property even during its
heyday in the 1970s and 1980s.
The 1,526 square foot house at 2116
Madison was later joined to the old
Paulette’s restaurant.
Loeb Properties Inc., which is developing the district anew, reseparated
the house from Paulette’s as it began
leasing up spaces.
The concept for the restaurant is
a bar and grill that serves skewers of
grilled meat and vegetables, according
to a press release Tuesday from Ishi’s
company.
Chefs will serve customers with an
oar at a bar bringing a Japanese custom
to the experience.
The restaurant will feature seating on the front porch and the patio
in the front yard.
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Money&Markets Extra
Yum Brands’
challenges

KFC’s parent company Yum Brands
suffered a setback in China last month
after a streak of sales declines. The
fast-food company is trying to get
back on its feet following a bird flu
scare and an earlier controversy over
its chicken supply. Its performance
in China is critical, considering the
company raked in more than half
its sales from the region last year.
Analysts have been keeping tabs
on the unit’s monthly sales figures
ever since Yum lowered its earnings
outlook for the year. In July, Yum said
sales were down 13 percent, worse
than the 10 percent in June.
China Market Research Group
senior analyst James Roy explains the
other challenges facing Yum, which
also owns Pizza Hut.

Insider
Q&A

Who he is: Senior
analyst, China
Market Research
Group
Outlook: Yum
Brands operates in a
changing Chinese
market

James Roy

How has the perception of KFC in
China changed?
The perceptions of KFC have taken a
negative turn since the end of last year.
The supplier controversy started creating
worries about the health and safety
of KFC’s chicken, which was followed
by the avian flu scare earlier this year.
It really put a dent in trust of the KFC
brand. People don’t view it as the safe
fast-food option that it used to be.
The company’s also dealing with a
growing lack of trust overall and a shift
away from the lower fast-food price point.
People are either not going out as much
or trading up to higher-priced options.
Do American chains still have an
advantage over local chains?
The advantage that U.S. fast-food

There are a lot of new players. Chiefly
it’s McDonald’s, but it depends on the
city. There are local chains that are really
large as well, including a Taiwanese
chain that started almost as a direct copy
of KFC.

chains had was their broad appeal
throughout China, whereas Chinese
cuisine is much more specific and
regional. Until recently, there was
also the perception that the standards
of local chains were not up to the
standards of U.S. chains. But that perception has pretty much gone away.

Yum says it expects sales to improve
over the year and turn positive in
the fourth quarter. Do you see that
happening?
It wouldn’t be too surprising if they do
better than they did earlier this year,
given the big hits they took. I don’t see
them returning to the same levels of
growth as in the past. The fact of the
matter is that the market has changed.

Yum says it’s focusing more on Pizza
Hut’s growth in the country. How has
that chain been affected?
The perceptions of KFC don’t really
spill over to Pizza Hut. There’s not a
wide awareness that they’re from the
same company. Pizza Hut is a lot more
premium. It’s viewed as a much nicer
restaurant for families or dates.

Interviewed by Candice Choi.
Answers edited for content and clarity.

Who are KFC’s biggest competitors?

AP

Defense contractors are reporting strong results that have
Taking off
helped propel several of their stocks to record highs. It’s a sharp
After struggling early in the year due to
turnaround from the beginning of this year, when stocks sank
concerns about government cutbacks,
due to worries about cutbacks in government spending.
defense stocks have since soared past the
Defense spending will be reduced by $500 billion over nine
rest of the market.
years because of automatic budget cuts that went into effect in 30%
March. But defense contractors have trimmed expenses to
S&P aerospace &
2013
preserve profits. They also have customers other than the U.S.
defense index
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government: For example, last year Lockheed Martin generated
17 percent of its revenue from abroad.
Not only have defense companies’ profits proven to be
healthier than expected, their stocks continue to pay out
relatively high dividends. Take Lockheed Martin. Its net income
rose 10 percent last quarter, when analysts expected to see a
drop, and the company raised its profit forecast for 2013. The
stock pays a 3.7 percent yield, higher than the 2.2 percent yield
for the Standard & Poor’s 500 index.
EPS growth
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Est. 2Q Actual
year
42%

Sole
survivor

20

What
cutbacks?

Boeing (BA)

BEHIND THE BRAND STEVE MADDEN (SHOO)
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New brands are giving Steve Madden’s sales a leg up.
Despite careful spending by consumers, the New York company’s
business has been growing steadily. Profit dipped during the recession but
last year was more than triple its level in 2007. New shops, fewer
markdowns and stronger sales at established stores revved up sales in
spring and early summer.
Founded in 1990, Steven Madden Ltd. sells trendy
boots, sandals, wedges and pumps, as well as
handbags and other accessories. Shoppers can buy
online, in the company’s own stores and through
other retailers, such as department stores.
ON THE BALL: Steve Madden’s newer brands are off to a good start.
Sales of its Italian sneaker brand Superga, which it licensed in 2011,
doubled in the second quarter. Its Mad Love collection at Target beat its
sales expectations.
NEW BLING: The company plans to begin selling Steve Madden-branded
jewelry this month and watches in the fourth quarter at department stores
and other retailers. The watches will go for about $65,
while most of the jewelry will be between $25 and $30.

A

Defense stocks: What’s ahead?

Financial analysts are split. Lockheed
Martin’s rise means its trades at 14
times its earnings per share over the last
12 months, compared with a five-year
average of 11 times earnings. That’s one
reason why the majority of analysts
following the stock give it a “hold” rating.
But Citi analyst Jason Gursky says
the figures may be skewed because
defense contractors used to carry more
debt on their balance sheets. He says
defense stock valuations, relative to their
earnings before interest payments and
other items, are close to their 30-year
average. He has “buy” ratings on
Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman
and others.

11.2%

Data as of Aug. 22

Thursday’s close: $54.14
Price-earnings ratio : 20

(Based on past 12 months’ results)

YTD price change
SHOO: 28%
S&P 500: 17%
Market value:
$2.5 billion

Stan Choe, Jenni Sohn • AP

Source: FactSet

• As of June 30,
Steve Madden
had about 110
company-run stores and three
online shops.
• Sales grew 4 percent to $577
million through the first six months
of the year.
Alex Veiga, Jenni Sohn • AP
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10.52

10.06

+.22

+2.2

s

t

s +41.1 +40.8 12

0.12

Renasant Corp

RNST

16.53 9

28.19

26.09

+.48

+1.9

s

t

s +36.3 +43.4 22

0.68

Smith & Nephew PLC

SNN

50.74 0

61.66

61.20

+.54

+0.9

s

s

s +10.5 +18.6 77 1.31e

Smucker, JM

SJM

81.60 8 114.72

107.49

-.30

-0.3

t

t

s +24.6 +30.7 21 2.32f

Suntrust Bks

STI

24.67 9

36.29

34.35

+.47

+1.4

t

t

s +21.2 +35.0

9

0.40

Synovus Fincl

SNV

1.96 0

3.52

3.40

+.01

+0.3

t

s

s +38.8 +65.7 dd

0.04

SYY

1.72
2.78
0.50

29.75 5

36.05

32.28

+.30

+0.9

t

t

t

+9.5 19

1.12

27.98

26.59

+.34

+1.3

s

t

s +18.4 +13.4 15

0.92

TSN

14.91 0

32.40

31.40

-.13

-0.4

t

s

s +61.9 +107.7 15

0.20

UPS class B

UPS

69.56 8

91.78

86.96

+.87

+1.0

s

s

s +17.9 +16.6 60

2.48

Utd Technologies

UTX

74.44 9 107.86

102.96

+1.26

+1.2

t

t

s +25.5 +31.0 15

2.14

Valero Energy

VLO

27.89 4

48.97

35.98

+.58

+1.6

s

s

s

+5.5 +33.0

... Verso Paper Corp

VRS

0.71 2

2.05

.87

-.05

-5.4

s

t

t

-19.2

-44.3 dd

...

WMGI 18.89 6

28.41

24.13

+.28

+1.2

s

t

t +15.0 +13.6 dd

...

t

s

s +36.3 +44.5 12

-0.1

t

t

s +16.7 +37.7 20

+2.8

s

t

s +37.0 +19.6 dd

+0.6

t

t

t +11.8 +24.1 24 1.84f

s

s +74.4 +76.6 23

...
0.60

...

s

t

+.42

-0.7

t

46.20

s +43.0 +73.0 13

+0.9

t

t

t +22.4 +12.4 19

...

t

t

t +15.2 +16.5 13 1.00f

+.02

THUR.

TRMK 20.76 9

t

t

+10.5

44.95

CLOSE
HI

... Trustmark
1.20 Tyson Foods

t

+1.76
-.25

52-WK RANGE
LO

Mid Amer Apartments MAA

... Sysco Corp

-4.2
+1.9

18.47
37.22

TICKER

Wright Medical Grp

+2.9

9 0.90f

Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. c - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after stock split, no regular rate. j - Sum of
dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears. m - Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend, annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or paid in preceding 12
months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date. PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.
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Your Budget
May Need
Revising
Ray’s Take
No one ever likes it when I use the “B” word, but
there’s a reason I do it.
A budget helps you achieve your goals in life,
whether they’re for a luxury vacation, the kids’
education, or retirement. Without one, you don’t
really know where you are financially, much less
where you are headed. You are out of control. There
are a lot of smart, hard-working people scheming
this very instant on how to separate you from your
money. The best ones even make you think it was
your idea!
However, going through the budgeting process
is not a one-time thing. Every time something
changes in your life or financial situation, it’s time to re-evaluate that
budget.
Say you get a
raise, even a modest one. That might
be the time to set
aside more money
for paying off
ray & dana Brandon
bills or maybe
rays of wisdom
increase the
amount you’re saving toward a new car. The goals
are yours to determine, but it’s up to you to determine them. If you don’t make a conscious effort to
make that decision, it gets made for you. Capitalism
abhors a vacuum.
Your budget should be revisited when your expenses change: paying off a car note; altering your
mortgage payments; when your family increases
or decreases in size. Anytime your income rises or
falls, it’s time to revise the budget again. This is true
even if that increase is from a one-time windfall or
inheritance. Deciding how to save or spend that
money has a huge impact on your financial picture.
Finally, make sure your budget is keeping pace
with your changing goals. If your goal is to pay off
debt, then your goals – and your budget – need
revising once that happens.
If you don’t have a budget, make one. If you do,
take a look at it and be sure it reflects the goals you
want to achieve.
Dana’s Take
Be sure to include your spouse in the budget
making and revising process. That’s a critical step
to making sure your goals are in alignment. If the
word “budget” makes your spouse run and hide,
substitute “savings goals.”
What if one of you hopes to become a full-time
homemaker while the other one is planning on two
incomes for life? That would have a major impact
on your plan, not to mention on your future relationship.
If one of you is expecting to get a new vehicle
soon, both of you need to be planning for it. If one
partner has already priced out the cost of a media
room, both partners need to see how that works
into the plan.
Creating a savings plan is all about short-term
and long-term goals and expectations. Since you
want the best for each other, do it together.
Ray Brandon is a certified financial planner and
CEO of Brandon Financial Planning (www.brandonplanning.com). His wife Dana has a Bachelor’s
in finance and is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker
(LCSW). Contact Ray Brandon at raybrandon@brandonplanning.com.

Nonprofit Sector

‘Dreams Matter’
Photojournalist’s program to help children build self-esteem returns
Michael Waddell
mwaddell@memphisdailynews.com

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Photojournalist and author Linda Solomon brought her “Pictures of Hope” program to Agape Child & Family Services this week. Here, participant Javion Holt gets his new camera from Henry Hutton.

A

gape Child & Family Services
on Tuesday, Aug. 20, welcomed back award-winning
photojournalist and author Linda
Solomon and her nationally acclaimed program, “Pictures of Hope,”
for the second straight year.
Children selected for the program live in homeless shelters or
are in at-risk situations. They take
pictures with donated cameras that
express their “hopes and dreams” for
better lives.
“It’s important to show kids that
their dreams matter,” said Solomon,
who explained that the program
helps children build self-esteem
and puts them on the path toward
achievement. “I was so touched by
the devotion to the kids last year here
in Memphis that we had to come
back. Agape is such an outstanding
agency with what they do for families
that I suggested to Chevrolet that we
come back for a second year.”
Memphis is one of 13 cities
chosen for the program this year, and
the children are selected from the
more than 10,000 that are served at
the various Agape locations around
the city.
“We pick the children either
through our community-based
programming called Power Lines or
our transitional housing program
called Families in Transition, which
is for homeless women and their
children,” said Lori Humber, Agape
volunteer coordinator responsible
for all of the center’s event planning.
“This is probably the first exposure to
photography for most of these kids

other than on their smartphones.”
Solomon is partnering with
Chevrolet for the third year on the
program, with the goal of helping
homeless and under-resourced children across the country express their
hopes and dreams.
“Last year’s event was incredible,
and we feel fortunate to have been
selected to participate for a second
year,” said Henry Hutton, president
and general manager of Chuck Hutton Chevrolet, which also supports
local schools and other charitable
interests throughout the year. “Hopefully we can convince her to come
back again next year.”
“Pictures of Hope” has been
featured on “The Oprah Show,”
the CBS Evening News twice, ABC
World News and in People Magazine,
USA Today, and numerous local
newspapers and magazines across
the country. Solomon has received
numerous awards and honors for
“Pictures of Hope” and was inducted
in 2011 into the Michigan Journalism
Hall of Fame.
“I’m inspired because these kids
express true values – life lessons for
us as adults,” Solomon said. “They
only hope for things that truly matter, and generally not for materialistic things like toys.”
One 10-year-old boy at the Agape
event said that his hope was “to show
people that I’m not a nobody.”
The group of 14 children (aged 7
to 12) were surprised with free digital
cameras provided by co-sponsor
Walgreens, and Solomon gave a photography lesson with examples of her

work, including shots of Beyoncé,
Will Smith, Usher, Miley Cyrus and
Justin Bieber.
Immediately following the event,
the children went on their photo
assignments at the University of
Memphis campus with their volunteer mentors to capture and reveal
their hopes and dreams. Between 17
and 20 volunteers helped, including
members of the Memphis Photography Club and the Memphis College
of Art senior photography class.
The photos will be collected and
turned into Christmas card sets that
will be sold in the fall by Agape and
local Chevrolet dealers. Last year
sales of the sets generated an estimated $9,000, all of which went back
to Agape.
Last year local Chevrolet dealers
also went one step further to help
the kids in the program by donating
money for holiday gifts specifically
tailored toward their passions, along
with other winter necessities like
coats, socks, underwear and hygiene
products for their families.
“These kids touched my heart
last year, and I wanted to do something special for them,” said Cynthia
M. Johnson, Chevrolet district sales
manager. “I can remember a point in
my life where my family had to reach
out to the Salvation Army, and I still
remember the baton that I got.”
The dealership plans to do something similar this holiday season for
the kids in the program. Solomon
will return to Memphis on Nov. 25 to
attend a “Pictures of Hope” celebration at Chuck Hutton Chevrolet.
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Entrepreneurship

P u bl i c C o m pa n i e s

Local Startup Screwpulp
Gaining Attention

NYSE Warns Verso
Of Stock Shortfall
Jennifer Johnson Backer
jbacker@memphisdailynews.com

Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Memphis-based startup
Screwpulp was chosen by
out-of-state investors as
one of 20 finalists for the
first-ever statewide demo
day in Tennessee.

M

emphis-based startup
Screwpulp, which participated in the latest cohort
of the Seed Hatchery accelerator, has
been busy in recent weeks.
Earlier this month the company
was chosen by a group of out-of-state
investors as one of 20 finalists for
the first-ever statewide demo day in
Tennessee, being spearheaded by
LaunchTN. For the Aug. 27 event,
Screwpulp will be part of a group of 20
companies competing for the chance
to participate in a master accelerator
program.
Ten companies will be chosen and
will then embark on a statewide bus
tour to present in front of Tennessee’s
biggest investors, companies and innovators. The winning teams also will

Billings

have access to an expert mentor network and free office space, and during
the accelerator program those companies also will fly to California and
the East Coast to network with venture
capitalists and angel investors.
Meanwhile, Screwpulp was one
of three startups to attend the Digital
Publishing Innovation Summit in New
York City last month, where the venture participated in a panel with the
title of “From Author to Reader, Publishing and Selling Direct.” Screwpulp
also got plenty of audience engagement during a follow-up questionand-answer session.

“This was a huge event, and it is
pretty exciting for our young startup
to see our name and logo among so
many heavy-hitters,” said Screwpulp
founder Richard Billings.
While in New York, Billings said
he was invited to attend two startup
networking events not related to the
summit, and he’s still following up on
leads and contacts made during those
events.
Screwpulp is an e-book marketplace that tries to make it easy and
profitable for anyone to publish material. Authors maintain their rights and
keep 75 percent of their revenue.
Billings has been a reader from an
early age, with “Green Eggs and Ham”
as among the first books he remembers reading. His venture takes its
name in part from the screw press, the
first printing method that allowed for
books to be made with moveable type
in large quantities. To create the company’s name, the “screw” is combined
with what the book industry is moving
away from – paper, or “pulp.”
In a little more than three months,
Screwpulp has published 60 books on
the site. Screwpulp is working with
archer-malmo’s a-m ventures division,
and later this month will be releasing
a new in-browser reading experience.
That will eliminate the need to
download a purchased book to read
on a tablet or mobile device.

V

erso Paper Corp. said Tuesday, Aug. 20,
it has been warned by the New York
Stock Exchange that its stock could be
delisted.
The Memphis-based company’s shares
have failed to meet the NYSE’s listing standard
requiring the average closing price of Verso’s
common stock to be at least $1 over a consecutive 30 trading-day period.
As of Aug. 14, the average closing price of
Verso’s common stock was $0.97 per share.
The company has until Feb. 14 to bring the average closing share price of its common stock
up to the Stock Exchange’s standard.
In a prepared release, Verso officials said
they have notified the NYSE that they intend
to “cure the share price deficiency.”
Separately, the NYSE also has already
warned Verso it could be delisted due to the
paper maker’s failure to satisfy the NYSE’s
continued listing standard that requires Verso
to have an average market capitalization of
at least $75 million over a consecutive 30-day
trading period.
Verso has appealed the NYSE’s determination. The NYSE’s board of directors is expected
to hear that appeal on Sept. 10.
Verso, like other paper makers, has
been hard-hit as magazines and other print
publishers have turned to digital content,
purchasing less of the glossy paper that Verso
specializes in making. Some of Verso’s largest
customers include publishing giants such as
Conde Nast Publications, Hearst Enterprises
and Time Inc.
Verso on Aug. 8 reported second-quarter
verso continued on P33

Understanding Nonprofit Values and Efficiency
Board members with experience and
connections in the private sector can help
nonprofit organizations grow and think in
new ways. And nonprofit service can help
board members from the private sector to
grow and think in new ways, too.
Efficiency and cost reductions often
contribute to business success. Time
and energy is devoted to developing and
implementing strategies that increase the
efficiency, value and profit while decreasing costs. Technology, collaboration and
innovation have factored greatly in this
process.
Technology, collaboration and innovation are also prevalent within the nonprofit
sector. At the same time many nonprofits
are often seen as inefficient. Sometimes
even board members question the “results” of the nonprofits they serve. While
questions are always welcome within
organizations that value the full participa-

tion of all members, it is also important
to consider some of the ways in which
nonprofits, in general, are different from
the private sector, in general.
Many nonprofits place trust, relationships, community building and diversity at
the heart of their values and operations.
This enables them to do the hard work
that takes time – and sometimes generations – to accomplish. Ending poverty,
eliminating health disparities, decreasing
family violence and increasing educational
attainment often require strong relationships, trust and a knowledge and understanding of the people being served. An
efficiency focused organization might, for
example, choose to consolidate services
in one location, eliminating neighborhoodbased services. This can reduce operating costs and benefit staff who can work
together more closely in one office instead
of five smaller ones. But, this might not be

be replaced with a new phone system, but
what is best for the families being served.
what else might the organization lose that
Removing service providers from the
is core to its mission?
fabric of the community can
And that is the difference –
decrease an organization’s
nonprofits measure success
understanding of the issues,
by their ability to deliver on
concerns and assets of
their mission. Sometimes
a neighborhood. It can
that process is very similar
make it more difficult
to that used by the private
for people to access
sector. Sometimes it is
services due to transMEL & Pearl shaw different, or may appear
portation issues. It can
FUNdraising Good Times
inefficient. If you provide
work to break down the
leadership for a nonprofit
trust that has been built
take time to understand the core values
up over years – a trust that encourages
that drive the organization and how these
people to take different actions in an efare made manifest in operations.
fort to achieve different outcomes.
Likewise, it may not be apparent to
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors
board members that a long-term reof “Prerequisites for Fundraising Succeptionist is one of the most important
cess.” They position nonprofits for funpeople within the organization because of
draising success. Visit them at www.
the relationships she has developed with
saadandshaw.com.
families the nonprofit serves. She could
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Music Industry

Healing Music
Musicians for Le Bonheur prepares to release CD to benefit hospital

“

It’s important that
we could represent
as much of Memphis
as possible while
using all of this
available talent to
help the children of
Le Bonheur.”
– Justin Jaggers

Musicians for Le Bonheur

Pierce Martin, left, and Jonathan Glisson of Revolution perform at a recent event held at 1884 Lounge in
Minglewood Hall in support of the Musicians for Le Bonheur project.
(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

A

sign hangs in the lobby at Le
Bonheur Children’s Hospital acknowledging the charitable efforts
of an arguably unlikely group of hospital
supporters.
Those supporters are a collection of
Memphis musicians who represent a
genre-spanning cross-section covering
everything from hip-hop to modern rock.
They’ve been performing live and donating music recently in service of a dedicated fundraising effort for the hospital, and
the sign in the hospital lobby, a simple

expression of gratitude, reads “Thank You
Musicians for Le Bonheur.”
This year, the Musicians for Le
Bonheur project will have resulted in a
few dozen live shows and artists donating songs to be released collectively next
month. The effort is a project of Angry
Nerd Productions, founded by Justin Jaggers and business partner Rae Williams.
Artists have been submitting tracks to
Angry Nerd for the last several months for
a Musicians for Le Bonheur compilation
CD. That follows a series of live shows at

Drowning in Big Data
“We have so much data but no answers.”
This phrase echoes down the halls
of all of the larger clients with whom
we meet. In a quantitative world, where
there is every dimension of research and
analysis available, unreality multiples. The
business world is drowning in data and, by
the level of panic and anxiety, has lost its
rudder.
The ability to have machines figure out
existing systems, such as playing chess
or optimizing a logistics supply chain, is a
great boon to humanity – and it is the role
of proper and attentive management.
But even the smartest predictive ana-

lytics cannot provide answers that move
customers or consumers, nor can they reimagine an industry, nor can they redesign
a service experience. Yet, we expect Big
Data to act like Santa Claus with a calculator, granting us every greedy wish we can
conquer and to answer our unexplored
and unmet needs as well.
We have entrusted the most ingenious
and inventive humanity to a faster processor rather than to a mix of human intuition
and creativity, tempered with reason and
business savvy.
No machine can empathize with clients
and prospects. For this obvious reason,
human-centered design is the foremost

venues around town, including a preview
event held earlier this year in the hospital’s new building.
More than 50 bands and acts have
turned in songs to be part of the compilation CD, which will go on sale Sept. 1.
Also being released Sept. 1 is a separate set of tracks from artists featured on
the compilation CD and songs from additional Memphis acts. Several acts have
lent more than one song for the cause,
and those artists’ second songs will be
featured in a two-volume, 46-track digital
release.
The Hard Rock Café is hosting a CD
release party Sept. 13. The event starts
at 10 p.m.

“We really want to do a big push,”
Jaggers said of the project this year, which
started out initially with a vision of one
CD and a couple of live shows.
Now, there are dozens of artists and
cover acts participating, and Musicians
for Le Bonheur will have put on about
two dozen shows from May through next
month.
Jaggers said Angry Nerd’s first big project is the cause in support of Le Bonheur.
The goal is to try and get the word out and
to gin up support from a group of people
who might not otherwise have thought
much about the hospital among their
other concerns like selling merchandise
and booking shows.
Angry Nerd Productions is an audio
production business that handles everything from voiceovers to full music recordings. Angry Nerd formed the Musicians
for Le Bonheur project along with Local X
Radio and Grove Recording Studios.
Local X offered airtime to help recruit
artists and promote events, and Grove
Recording Studios offered discounted studio time to the project. Artist showcases
and concerts started to be held earlier this
year, and money raised from those shows
went toward the CD’s release.
“This is the most accurate snapshot
of the current Memphis music scene,”
Jaggers said. “It’s important that we could
represent as much of Memphis as possible
while using all of this available talent to
help the children of Le Bonheur.”
Le Bonheur was founded in 1952. It’s
been recognized more than once as one
of the “Best Children’s Hospitals” by U.S.
News and World Report.

output of a machine. Employ people who
competitive leverage any company can
know how to interpret data on behalf
employ. A machine, at the end of the
of your organization, and then talk with
day, will work off the inputs you provide,
consumers about the trends you are diswhereas real people will convey
covering. Then, sketch new
depth, feeling, trust, prefconcepts, new products,
erence and imagination.
new experiences.
If your company
In the wonderful,
lacks the answers it
recursive, messiness of
needs, use big data
our humanity, there is
quantitative modelan unlimited resource
ing, which has its
place at the table,
JOCELYN ATKINSON of creativity. Tap
& michael graber into it to spark
but don’t expect
let’s grow something new
any of the insights to
to life.
tell you how to grow,
how to innovate, and how to make critical
Jocelyn Atkinson and Michael Granew product decisions.
ber run the Southern Growth Studio, a
You can drown in the ocean of big data
strategic growth firm based in Memphis.
looking for such answers. These answers
Visit www.southerngrowthstudio.com
will not present themselves fully as the
to learn more.
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Bonnie Hollabaugh Named
Development Director at CCHS
Kate Simone
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Bonnie Hollabaugh has joined nonprofit
Christ Community Health Services, the largest
primary care provider in Memphis, as director of
development. Hollabaugh’s nonprofit development
experience includes extensive work with Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Memphis, Girls Inc.
of Memphis and Hutchison School.
Education: Bachelor of Arts from
University of Richmond; Master of
Arts in Executive Leadership from
Christian Brothers University.
Family: Single (Aunt to a niece and
nephew)
Favorite quotes: Ghandi’s “Be the
change you wish to see in the world,”
and Proverbs 3:5: “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.”
Favorite movie: “Shrek” or maybe
“Good Will Hunting”
The sports team(s) you root for:
Grizzlies, of course!
What’s playing on your stereo
right now? Mostly blues or classic
rock.
Activities you enjoy outside of
work: Cooking, listening to live music, reading.
What talent do you wish you had?
If I had my way, I would be an X
Games extreme snowboarder. The
scenery would be incredible, and
the adrenaline rush from all the cool
moves and tricks would be amazing!

Seriously, though, I wish
I could play a musical
instrument. Pianos and
violins have always captivated me. Their beautiful
sound draws people in,
and I think being able to
play for friends and loved
ones would be a real gift.
Who has had the greatHollabaugh
est influence on you
and why? My parents.
They taught me compassion, loyalty and a desire to know
awareness to Memphis about the
Christ. This year they celebrated
health disparities in our city. Then,
their 50th wedding anniversary and
mobilize people to action.
that is an amazing inspiration! Their
love, support, trust, encouragement
What do you consider your greatand commitment gave me the lens
est accomplishment? I haven't
through which I view life.
reached it yet! I'll let you know
when I do!
What attracted you to Christ
Community Health Services? I
want to make a difference in this life
and leave the world a better place.
Having the opportunity to work in
a distinctly Christian setting and to
positively impact the well-being of
my community neighbors is the perfect combination.
What are your goals in your new
position? My major goal is to bring

Bryan Jordan has been named chairman of the board of directors of Youth
Villages. Jordan is chairman, president
and chief executive officer of First Horizon National Corp. and has served on
the Youth Villages board since 2009.

chosen for the award.

Volunteer Mid-South has added four
members to its board of directors:
Heather Bryant, manager of COESource at International Paper; Leigh
Chiles, attorney and shareholder with
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC; Roland Cole, financial
adviser at Duncan-Williams Inc.; and
Jennifer Quintero Hughes, director of
brand public relations for Homewood
Suites/Home2Suites by Hilton.

A2H Inc. has added five employees
across its divisions. Ben Allen Jr. has
joined the mechanical engineering
team as senior mechanical engineer
and manager. Jeff D. Eakes has joined
the quality assurance department as
construction administrator and manager of quality assurance. Danielle
Kuehner has joined the quality assurance team as contract specialist. Chad
Fitzwater has joined the construction
administration team as a construction
inspector and observer. And Greg Morrison has joined the architecture team
as an architectural designer.

Christian Brothers University has
been named a Best Southeastern
College by The Princeton Review
for the sixth consecutive year. CBU
was one of 138 Southern schools

Thomas Moisan has joined the Memphis office of Pickering Firm Inc. as
project manager. Moisan brings 24
years’ experience to the firm.

The University of Tennessee Health

What do you most enjoy about
your work? Connecting with so
many different, unique people and
letting them know about the good
work of CCHS.
If you could give one piece of advice to young people, what would
it be? People will either inspire you
or drain you – choose wisely!

Science Center chapter of the Student National Pharmaceutical Association has been named the organization’s chapter of the year. The chapter
also won the Rite Aid/Chauncey I. Cooper Excellence Award for Large Chapter
of the Year. UTHSC student pharmacist
Samantha Adams was inducted as the
national immunization chair.
William Harsha has joined Dunavant
Global Logistics Group as director of
business development. Harsha will focus his efforts on expanding the company’s presence in Gulf Coast markets.
Alexandra Howard, a silver manager with Silpada Designs, has been
named the company’s top recruiter
for 2012-2013, as well as its top new
business developer and top leadership developer. Howard achieved each
award out of more than 25,000 Silpada
representatives.

Selling In
A Knowledge
Economy
The Internet has created an unprecedented power shift in the marketplace. Gone are
the days where the salesperson alone carries
the lion’s share of the knowledge about the
products and services he’s selling and therefore holds the power in a sales exchange.
Thanks to the Web, the consumer is
most often quite knowledgeable about your
products or services, as well
as those of your competitors, before they ever
make initial contact
with your company.
This new “knowledge
economy” has forever
changed the sales
dynamic and the role
of salespeople.
Lori turnerConsumers
wilson
guerrilla sales
no longer imand marketing
mediately accept
a sales rep as an
authority figure. If they feel as though they
are being sold to, they are likely to retreat.
Instead, they are looking for truth, transparency and candor. They seek a sales rep that
is more interested in helping them solve
problems than landing a sale. This requires a
more sophisticated sales strategy than the
old features and benefits approach, and is
aptly called consultative sales.
Where extreme extroverts often found
great success with features and benefitsbased selling, consultative selling more often
fits best with sales reps that walk the line
between introversion and extroversion. Those
who are too introverted may find connecting
with prospects challenging. Strong extroverts
may struggle in honing their listening skills
due to a desire to be heard.
Study after study supports the fact that
prospects that feel listened to and understood are more apt to buy, assuming the
product or service meets their basic needs.
Consultative sales reps that ask the right
questions ultimately lead a prospect to selfdiscover a need for their services and enjoy
significantly higher close ratios than their
counterparts who are focused too heavily on
their pitch and what they’re going to say next.
Another consultative sales approach is to
add value through the sales process, not just
after the sale is made. For example, if your
buyer is a business, add value by connecting them with a prospective buyer or referral
source of their own.
Many in sales are concerned about giving
away too much of the “secret sauce” before a
prospect agrees to buy. A consultative seller’s
role is coach and guide the prospect through
the sales process, step by step. If you’re concerned the prospect will take what you share
and then buy from someone else, then you’re
not doing your job building rapport and offering persuasive reasons to buy from you and
only you. If you do connect and persuade,
even if up against a lower-cost provider, most
consumers will feel bound by the rule of reciprocity and buy from you in the end.
Lori Turner-Wilson is an award-winning
columnist and CEO/Founder of RedRover Sales
& Marketing, www.redrovercompany.com.
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Ford Road School Charts Progress
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Since joining the seven-school Innovation Zone within Memphis
City Schools, Ford Road Elementary School has seen students
become more proficient in reading, math and science.

T

he school year before
Ford Road Elementary
School became part of the
seven-school Innovation Zone
within Memphis City Schools,
no more than 17 percent of
its students were proficient or
advanced in reading, math or
science.
The Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program
achievement test results showed
16.9 percent were proficient or
advanced in reading, 14.7 percent
in math and 10.7 percent in science.
A year later, the 2012-2013
school year, Ford Road posted a
20.2 percent gain in the number of students proficient or
advanced in math, a 26 percent
increase in science and a 6.6 percent increase in reading.
The state of Tennessee released individual school results
Monday, Aug. 20, in the TCAP
testing for third- through eighthgraders during the 2012-2013
school year.
Ford Road principal Antonio
Burt attributed the growth at
the school, which is among the
bottom 5 percent in the state in
terms of student achievement, to
a fresh start and an intense focus
on where each student is, as well
as a faculty “with a high sense of
urgency.”
“I had the autonomy to hand
pick the staff, and the staff that
was here previously, I could not
bring back more than 50 percent.
I chose to only bring back two
individuals,” Burt said at the end
of a busy school day last week.
“It is having the mentality not to
accept any excuses – to have the
mentality that we don’t ‘got to,’
we ‘get to.’ It’s a privilege to get to
serve kids.”
Students are assessed weekly
and, like many other schools,
Ford Road Elementary has a data
room where the performance of
students is tracked. The faculty
meets each week to review the
results and talk across subject
lines about common strategies
for a particular student or group
of students.
“We have not only the tracking charts but the teachers do
a weekly data analysis where
they have to itemize how the
kids performed on their weekly
common assessment,” Burt said.
“They come into the data room

and present on what the data is
actually telling you and create
an action plan as far as how you
are going to reteach the kids you
need to reteach.”
At the start of the school
year, a group of 30 students is
selected from the entire school,
with a goal of seeing a particular
level of growth for them during
the academic year.
“We call them our ‘money
kids,’” Burt said. “We really put
a heavy emphasis on those 30
kids.”
Kindergarten teacher Britney

Batson, who was among the new
teachers at Ford Road last school
year, said the charts and assessments are also shared with the
children.
“Even at the kindergarten
level, my kids are able to say, ‘I
want to read on a certain level.
I want to be a level four by the
time I enter first grade,’ therefore they can track their reading
level. They can track their math
goals,” she said.
About half of the students
Batson sees in kindergarten have
not been in pre-kindergarten,

(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

Ford Road Elementary School is led by principal Antonio Burt, right,
pictured here with kindergarten teacher Britney Batson.

which puts her on the front line
of the struggle schools across
the state have had in particular
with reading and language arts
proficiency.
“That’s where you really can

cultivate those foundational
skills. That’s why at this level,
you correct those vocabulary
mistakes,” she said. “You really,
ford road continued on P33

E d u c at i o n

Private Legal Talks Underway
On Suburban Schools
Bill Dries

“

bdries@memphisdailynews.com

If we can get this case
settled ... it saves us a lot
of money and headaches.”
– Keith McDonald
Mayor, Bartlett

A

s Bartlett citizens got an update this
week on the move by it and the five
other suburban towns and cities in
Shelby County to form their own school
systems, Bartlett Mayor Keith McDonald
fielded a pointed question with an interesting answer.
Why would McDonald and other suburban leaders be negotiating with the Shelby
County Commission at this point with
the passage of a state law earlier this year
that took care of the issue of forming such
school systems?
McDonald’s answer suggests that the
suburban leaders and County Commission
members all have a motive to continue
private talks at least for now. And those
talks may center first on the transfer or use
of school buildings in the suburban towns
and cities. Also on the table could be the
lingering legal claim in U.S. District Court
for the Western District of Tennessee by the

County Commission that suburban school
districts would racially “resegregate” public
schools across the county and violate the
U.S. Constitution.
“My response to that was yes, we probably could go to Nashville, get legislation
and get the building. But if we can get this
case settled including something with the
14th Amendment tied to it, it saves us a lot
of money and headaches in the future,” McDonald said the day after the Tuesday evening public meeting. “That is one reason for
us to still be at the table, is there are some
who want us to pay more than we’re already
paying for the schools and we’re wanting to
not have to spend the money as taxpayers
for the lawyers to take this all the way to the
Supreme Court on the 14th Amendment.”
Asked if there are private talks underway on the specific idea of the suburbs
paying some amount for schools in return
for the commission dropping the “equal
protection” claim and effectively ending the
federal case, McDonald said, “I can’t comment on that right now. There are negotiations going on, but I can’t comment on the
specifics of them.”
In earlier settlement talks dating back
to 2011, all sides in the court case agreed to
not publicly discuss specific terms of such
talks even though they would acknowledge
talks in general were underway.
And negotiations are underway with attorneys for the County Commission meeting with Millington leaders this week and

scheduled to meet with Bartlett leaders next
week, according to McDonald.
Shelby County Commissioners huddled
privately with their attorneys in the federal
lawsuit for about an hour Monday after
their regularly scheduled public meeting.
Attorney Lori Patterson would not discuss
specifics and advised her clients not to talk
about what was discussed either.
Meanwhile, all sides were to file briefs
with U.S. District Judge Samuel “Hardy”
Mays by the end of Friday on what issues
remain in the suburban school districts’
part of the case for him to decide. That
includes positions on which issues have
been rendered moot by this year’s state law
that lifted the statewide ban on establishing
such municipal school districts.
The legislature acted and Tennessee
Gov. Bill Haslam signed the bill into law after Mays ruled in late 2012 that another law
passed in Nashville in 2012 on the ground
rules for establishing such districts violated
the Tennessee Constitution because it applied only to Shelby County.
“What if somebody asks for an extension?” McDonald said of the Friday filing
deadline in federal court. “There clearly
are negotiations. So, if you’re the other side
maybe you go to the judge and say before
we do that let us finish talking to all of these
cities.”
As of press time Thursday, there were no
filings from any side on the specific points
Mays wants to hear about from all sides.
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Driver’s Seat

FedEx affiliation bolsters Ward’s growing trucking empire

Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

D

on Ward hasn’t been on the road
in one of his trucks in about three
years, but he still wouldn’t be in
any other business.
Ward, the owner of Big T Trucking Inc.
in Memphis, runs a 14-truck business
as a contractor for FedEx Ground. Big T
Trucking grew out of W.W. Enterprises Inc.,
named for Ward’s father, Wayne Ward.
And before that, both father and son
drove for Roadway Package System.
“I was in college at the time I came in,
getting a civil engineering degree,” said
Ward, noting that in 1987 the driving job
paid more. “I came in just strictly driving, not knowing if I would like it or not. I
was meant to drive. I don’t do it anymore
– very seldom. I haven’t been in a truck
since 2010, but it’s not punching a clock.
You don’t have to be every day at the same
place at the same time.”
Ward started running his father’s business, W.W. Enterprises, in 2000, and in 2004
became an independent contractor working for FedEx Ground.
“Since then we’ve changed a lot of
names until FedEx Ground bought us,”
Ward said. “That’s been a good thing.”
Ward contracts through Ground to
“pull their trailers,” and the contract provides him with stability in a business that
is changing.
The ground division of FedEx has
benefited in recent years with a shift from
FedEx Express, the company’s oldest and
largest division, to ground and freight.
“I started out with two trucks and now I

have five under BT,” he said. “My father has
W.W. Enterprises. He has seven. I bought
another company last year that had two –
L&J Services.”
And in another two years, with ap-

best job I can for FedEx Ground.”
The Memphis area is home for Ward,
but it also is where FedEx has its world
headquarters – two reasons Ward sticks
with an industry that is an essential part of

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Don Ward’s trucking company works for FedEx Ground. Big T Trucking Inc. grew out of
W.W. Enterprises Inc., named for his father, Wayne Ward, right.

proval from FedEx Ground, Ward intends
to buy out another trucking firm whose
owner is retiring. If that happens, Ward
would have 21 trucks, which means plenty
to do without getting behind the wheel.
“I’m trying to run three trucking
companies, keep drivers all happy and
safe, and keep all my speeding tickets and
everything down and just trying to do the

the Memphis economy even though it has
seen a lot of change and a lot of companies
come and go.
“Probably the biggest change is the
quality of drivers. It used to be drivers were
very easy to get,” Ward said, citing new
federal regulations on driver background
checks and the amount of time on the
road and off the road. “It takes a lot to find

qualified drivers. I’m very ticky with my
drivers. … That’s probably been one of the
biggest changes in the industry that has
affected me.”
Recruitment of drivers is a constant
in the industry these days, with recruiters
for many companies emphasizing trips
are shorter than they once were, meaning the time away from home is not the
issue it once was. And running a trucking
company is more technical, using technology Ward could scarcely have dreamed of
nearly 30 years ago when he started with
the idea of making better money.
“In all of my trucks except two, if a
check engine light comes on … I get an
email to tell me exactly what’s wrong with
that truck the minute it happens,” he
said. “I can make my choice on whether it
should go to the shop or its OK to get in.
The engines are just superb these days.”
Road service calls are “getting there.”
“But you still have to watch that part,”
Ward said. “Knowing what’s wrong with
the trucks when it happens has been a
tremendous help for my costs.”
The business is in transition, with
Ward’s father – the man he credits with
teaching him everything he knows – diagnosed with the early stages of Alzheimer’s
disease this past April at age 78. Ward’s
soon-to-be 21-year-old son will go into the
family business.
“I chose to do it and I’ve never gone
to work a day in my life,” Ward said. “I
don’t consider this a job. … I truly love
what I do.”

Politics

Armstrong Orders New School Board Election
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

F

or a second time, results in the
August 2012 elections have been
successfully contested in court.
Shelby County Chancellor Kenny
Armstrong, in a long-awaited ruling issued Monday, Aug. 19, ordered the Shelby
County Election Commission to conduct a
new election for countywide school board
District 4.
Kevin Woods and Kenneth Whalum,
both incumbents on the 23-member
school board, were running for one of the
seats on the seven-member school board
that takes effect Sept. 7. The election
ended with a certified vote count showing
Woods was the winner.
But Whalum contested the results in
Shelby County Chancery Court, citing a
vote count in which all sides acknowledged some voters within the district got a
different school board race on their ballots
and that other voters outside the district

saw the District 4 race on their ballots.
“The Election Commission here made
no concerted effort to avoid the problems
that occurred in this election for school
board positions,” Armstrong wrote in his
ruling. “With the changes in the alignment
of the school board districts due to the
new unified school system, the problems
that occurred here should have been
anticipated and measures taken to insure
all data was properly inputted to minimize any adverse impact on school board
races.”
Armstrong did not set a date for a new
election in the school board district. That
presumably will be up to the Election
Commission if there is no appeal and no
stay of the ruling pending such an appeal.
Armstrong’s ruling also concluded
there is not proof of fraud by the Election
Commission.
“Proof of fraud, however, is not

required in all cases to void an election,”
he wrote. “An election may be voided if
enough persons were unlawfully deprived
of the opportunity to vote.”
Attorneys for Woods and the Election
Commission argued that there were three
groups of voters to be taken into account
but that there was no way to tell how some
of them voted or would have voted in the
contest. They also cited case law showing
that kind of doubt was not sufficient to
factor in those ballots when deciding if an
election should be overturned.
But Armstrong, in his ruling, rejected
the idea of separating them while acknowledging the seriousness of overturning an election. And with those votes
combined, the total number of contested
votes in question was more than Woods’
certified 108-vote margin of victory.
“Admittedly, the mistakes here were
honest mistakes and non-intentional,”

Woods concluded. “They, however, bear
a direct relationship to the uncertainty of
the election outcome if all voters had been
allowed to participate and vote in the
District 4 race.”
Chancellor Arnold Goldin ruled in
October that the results in the Millington sales tax hike referendum were to be
overturned after Millington city officials contested the certified vote count
showing the ballot question lost by three
votes.
Attorneys for the city showed some
voters who did not live in Millington in
a pre-election annexation and then deannexation by the city were allowed to
vote when their votes shouldn’t have been
counted.
In that case, all sides agreed to a new
vote count showing the question won by
12 votes, and Goldin approved the agreement in a court order.
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Area Football Teams Set
Sights on Dream Seasons
Don Wade
Special to The Memphis News

W

hen last we saw the University
of Memphis football team, the
Tigers were finishing Justin
Fuente’s first season on an inspiring threegame winning streak. They checked out of
Conference USA with a 4-4 league record.
They provided hope as they start play
this season in the new American Athletic
Conference.
“We kinda got the feeling of winning,”
said senior offensive lineman Antonio
Foster. “And when you get the feeling of
winning, you want to do more.”
Hard to disagree.
But wanting to win guarantees nothing. The Tigers face an upgrade in schedule and depth of competition. Meanwhile,
the SEC teams closest to Memphis are in
for the usual test of trying to win games in
a league that is home to national powers

Alabama, LSU, Georgia and South Carolina, among others.
Here on the eve of the college football
season, every team holds on to its hopes
– hopes that have been marinating since
last season. Here’s a quick look at the local
teams of interest – best-case scenario and
worst-case scenario for 2013.
Memphis
2012 bottom line: Was 4-8 overall, 4-4
in C-USA, ended season on three-game
winning and regained some self-respect.
2013 dream season: If the Tigers are
going to have a special season it will have
to be apparent early, because the season ends with three of four on the road,
including at preseason No. 9 Louisville. A
special season also would seem to hang
on the strong right arm of 6-6 redshirt
freshman Paxton Lynch, who once upon
a time was recruited by Florida, and has
beaten out senior Jacob Karam – last
year’s starter and a Texas Tech transfer
– for the Sept. 7 starting assignment at

home against Duke. And yes, winning six
games would be a dream.
2013 nightmare season: The defense,
which became the team’s strong point in
2012, isn’t up to the AAC challenge and the
Tigers again struggle to find a money running back. The result is the Tigers fall back
and finish 3-9 with just one league victory.
Inside the huddle: “This year is huge
for this program,” Karam said.
Arkansas
2012 bottom line: 4-8 overall, 2-6 in
the SEC. Hired former Wisconsin coach
Bret Bielema after season.
2013 dream season: Hogs could,
and should, be 4-0 when they play first
conference game at home against Texas
A&M and, we assume, Heisman Trophywinning quarterback Johnny Manziel.
If they can just win two of three from
Auburn, Ole Miss and Mississippi State,
they can go bowling. Win all three and
they easily could be at least 7-5 going into
a bowl game.

2013 nightmare season: They lose
one of the first four (say, to Rutgers on the
road) and drop two of the aforementioned
three games, which is possible. That likely
would leave them right where they ended
last season: 4-8.
Inside the huddle: “You want immediate success, which is what Coach B.
has told us,” said center Travis Swanson.
“We’re looking to be good this year. I think
we’re gonna shock a lot of people.”
Ole Miss
2012 bottom line: Surprised everyone
with a 7-6 season and bowl victory in
coach Hugh Freeze’s first year; went 3-5 in
the SEC.
2013 dream season: Rebels pick up
the momentum from last season, win the
season-opener at Vanderbilt, and with a
healthy Bo Wallace at quarterback score
points in bunches en route to an 8-4 season that gets them in a better bowl game.
2013 nightmare season: Rebs lose the
season-opener at Vandy and start year

‘Process’ Keeps Alabama, Nick Saban on Top
The best coach in college football
admitted that he – and everyone else
at Alabama – was proud of the team’s
recent accomplishments. You know, two
straight national titles and, if you want
to deal in ancient history, three in the
last four years.
But Nick Saban is not Nick Saban if
he can’t find dark clouds hovering over
the crystal football that goes to college
football’s top team. So in looking back
over the last two seasons, Saban said
the following with a straight face:
“We learned that there’s five or
six plays that sort of can define your
season … the two-minute drive against
LSU, not scoring on fourth-and-two
against Texas A&M, Georgia blocking
the field goal in the SEC Championship
game and getting up 21-10.
“I mean, fundamentally, we didn’t
execute in some of those circumstances,” Saban said.
Just what in the name of Bear Bryant was wrong with these guys!
Really, what can you do but laugh
when Saban sounds like just another
coach who went 6-6 on his way to a
bowl game with a bad name? But this,
too, is part of Saban’s famed “process,”
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part of why Alabama is unique.
“Their ability to come out every
game and compete to the top notch,
that’s what makes them different,” said
South Carolina receiver Bruce Ellington.
He’s right. Every program loses
vital players every year. In Bama’s case,
many of them go on to make a living
playing on Sundays. No one doubts
that Saban has enough good players to
replace those lost from the last national
championship team. Finding talent and
coaching up that talent is the easy part,
believe it or not.
Quarterback A.J. McCarron last season produced the kind of results that
a coach would design in a laboratory:
nation’s-best 175.28 passing efficiency
while throwing 30 touchdown passes
with just three interceptions. And now
he’s a senior, even more mature.

“We know everybody’s going to
be targeting us,” McCarron said of the
upcoming season.
Even better, from Saban’s view, McCarron refuses to embrace the media’s
narrative.
“Coach Saban doesn’t say it’s a
dynasty so I’m not going to say it’s a
dynasty,” McCarron said. “That’s the
mindset we have to take into it. We
don’t need one word to describe what
we’ve accomplished as a team and as a
university as a whole.”
But for those of us who do want
one word, dominance is another good
choice. Look at the Associated Press
preseason Top 10. Alabama is No. 1, but
there are four other SEC teams – No.
5 Georgia, No. 6 South Carolina, No.
7 Texas A & M and No. 10 Florida. And
LSU is sitting at No. 12.
In any other conference in America,
with the exception of the Big Ten, where
Urban Meyer’s No. 2 Ohio State Buckeyes reside, any of these other SEC
teams might be judged the favorite to
win the league.
Thus, the best chance that some
other team can come out of the SEC
West, or topple mighty Bama in the SEC

title game, would seem to be that very
human frailty known as complacency.
It’s the malady that keeps Saban from
smiling very much and why he only
allows himself all of 48 hours to enjoy a
national championship.
In Saban’s world, FOCUS is the rock
to complacency’s cut-you-down-to-size
scissors.
No wonder offensive lineman Anthony Steen, who is a mere 6-3 and 309
pounds, said of his coach, “I’m scared
to death of the guy. I don’t want the offense to mess up.”
Because one mess-up here, another
less than perfectly executed play there,
is all it might to take change how the
coming season is defined in history.
On the other hand, make it three
national titles in a row and the D-word is
the only word to describe what Alabama
and Saban have accomplished. Gotta
be worth a grin and 72 hours of enjoyment, right, coach?
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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1-3, also losing at Texas and Alabama. Team never recovers from
rough beginning and misses
chance at bowl game, with a loss
at Mississippi State that leaves
Rebels 5-7.
Inside the huddle: “We’re
gonna be in the second year of
our offense and we’re gonna
know it better, the tempo,” Wallace said.
Mississippi State
2012 bottom line: Started 7-0
and rose to No. 13 in the national
rankings. Then the scheduled
stiffened and the Bulldogs lost
five of six and finished 8-5, 4-4.
2013 dream season: Fifthyear coach Dan Mullen is aiming
for a fourth straight bowl season.
Given this year’s schedule – at
South Carolina, at Texas A&M
and home vs. Alabama during
a brutal three-week stretch in
November – going 6-6 with a win
at home over Ole Miss to reach
a bowl game would be a dream
season.
2013 nightmare season:
Might be unavoidable. If the
Bulldogs lose to Auburn, Kentucky or Arkansas, there is probably no way to get to 6-6 and a
4-8 season looks very possible.
In the huddle: “Going 8-5,

going to a bowl game isn’t good
enough anymore,” quarterback
Tyler Russell said in reference to
Mullen’s goals.
Tennessee
2012 bottom line: The
Derek Dooley Era ended 5-7, 1-7.
Butch Jones, most recently coach
at Cincinnati, replaced Dooley.
2013 dream season: The
full dream season would see the
Vols back in a bowl game and
beating Vanderbilt, like they are
supposed to, and Florida in The
Swamp (a reach). Only the delusional believe beating Alabama
is possible – even in a dream
season.
2013 nightmare season: Vols
Nation discovers its football program is a lot more like Kentucky
than anyone wants to believe
and Tennessee goes 2-6 in the
SEC, 5-7 overall.
Inside the huddle: “We’re
Tennessee. We don’t stay down,”
said offensive lineman Tiny
Richardson. “A lot of young talent, experienced offensive line,
(a return to winning) is bound to
happen.”
Vanderbilt
2012 bottom line: Went 9-4,
5-3 in SEC, but four of five league
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Memphis will count on 6-6 redshirt freshman quarterback Paxton Lynch, pictured here in a 2012 practice.

wins came against teams with
losing records.
2013 dream season: Vandy
slays an SEC East dragon – Georgia, South Carolina or Florida
– and makes it to the SEC title
game in Atlanta.

2013 nightmare season: Not
only do the Commodores falter
against the East’s Big Three, but
they lose to Tennessee, Ole Miss
(in the opener) and Texas A&M,
sliding back to 6-6. Third-year
coach/savior James Franklin re-

alizes the Vanderbilt glass ceiling
is real and starts job hunting.
Inside the huddle: “I like
having Ole Miss to start (the
season),” said cornerback Andre
Hall. “Get our minds right,
stay focused.”
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Crosstown Arts is
developing four new
storefronts totaling
several thousand
square feet
near the Sears
Crosstown
Building.

Neighborhood

Vitality

The Mayor’s Innovation Delivery Team seeks to increase
business starts, boost business activity and lower vacancy rates
for commercial spaces in key core Memphis neighborhoods.

The Soulsville neighborhood is one target of the initiative.

Amos Maki
amos@memphisdailynews.com

T

The history at the Four-Way Restaurant is as rich and
soulful as the food.
The walls of the South Memphis institution are decorated
with photographs of politicians, athletes, entertainers,
business leaders and civil rights icons – including the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. – who made the famous
restaurant at Mississippi Boulevard and Walker Avenue

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

a “home away from home.”
“We try to make people happy,” said owner Willie Earl
Bates. “It’s all about what you put into it, and we put in
long hours, blood, sweat and tears.”
The South Memphis community where the Four-Way
Restaurant is located is part of Bates’ DNA.
His mother, whose picture occupies a prominent wall
in the restaurant, raised Bates and his three sisters in
the former LeMoyne Gardens public housing complex.
He lived in the neighborhood as he pursued a 38-year
career in the insurance business and he has a burial

plot at nearby Elmwood Cemetery.
After the Four-Way Restaurant closed in the mid1990s following the death of longtime owner Irene
Cleaves, Bates and a partner acquired the real estate
where the restaurant sits and a few adjacent parcels, and
Bates reopened the restaurant in 2002.
“I took it on because of the deep appreciation of the
heritage of this great community and what it has done for
this city and will continue to do for this city,” Bates said.
“When you really get involved and appreciate the value
of a venture, it just becomes a part of you, and that is
what happened to me.”
City officials say they share Bates’ passion for the
Soulsville community and hope a neighborhood revitalization plan funded by a grant from New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg’s philanthropic organization will
help lift the neighborhood and two other targeted areas,
the Binghampton-Broad Avenue area and the Madison
Avenue-Cleveland corridor.
The neighborhood vitality initiative is an outgrowth
of a $4.8 million grant from Bloomberg Philanthropies.
Memphis Mayor A C Wharton Jr. and his staff last year
formed an “Innovation Delivery Team” to carry out the
grant’s mission of neighborhood revitalization and reducing youth handgun violence.
The goal of the neighborhood support program is
to increase business starts, boost business activity and
lower vacancy rates for commercial spaces by removing
blight and other environmental barriers, and generating
interest and ideas tailored to each community and aligning resources – public and private – to meet each neighborhood’s goals.
“Our approach to this was to first clean it, take action
to reduce blight or crime in those neighborhoods,” said
team leader Doug McGowen, former head of the Naval
Support Activity Mid-South base in Millington. “Next is
to activate it, and that is to put into place very specific
activities so that people can begin to imagine what this
neighborhood could look like in the future. And the final
step is to sustain it, putting strategies in place to maintain
the successes you’ve had so far.”
The nine-member team provides the city and its
partners with extra capacity and fresh eyes and ears to
analyze and address public and private issues facing the
neighborhoods.
The two main “activation” pieces sponsored by the
team and its partners so far are MemFix and MemShop.
MemFix, designed to demonstrate to the targeted
communities what is possible there, is a weekend event
that is one-part urban intervention and one-part street
festival brimming with arts, entertainment and retail.
It’s not a fly-by-night affair. Team members go
through an in-depth planning process with community
stakeholders to understand their vision for the neighborhood and then bring all of the city resources to bear to
help make that vision a reality.
The MemFix events include the temporary redesign
of city streets to make them more pedestrian friendly –
including the addition of streetscapes, bike lanes, crosswalks and on-street parking – a clean-up effort, pop-up
retail and surveys of existing commercial real estate stock
to gauge what type of moderate private improvements
could attract more businesses and people.
The first MemFix event was held last year around the
Sears Crosstown site, and included nine temporary, or
pop-up, retail locations in vacant storefronts, which gave
rise to the MemShop idea. The second MemFix event was
held around Highland Avenue and Walker Street near The
University of Memphis.
“That brings together nearly every division of city
government to deliver resources and services in a very
precise way, and it takes the neighborhood through a
very detailed planning process to imagine what this
key intersection can be and what can happen there,”
McGowen said. “If you think about Crosstown as revitalization, you can think of MemFix as ‘pre-vitalization’
because it’s demonstrating the art of the possible.”
The Crosstown event brought around 10,000
people to the neighborhood, and in its wake roughly
30,000 square feet of formerly vacant retail space
has been leased.
“We knew it wasn’t just enough to come up with a
plan to redevelop the (Sears Crosstown) building. We
needed Crosstown to become a community again,” said
Todd Richardson, project manager for the Crosstown
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The Four-Way Restaurant in Soulsville
is one of the mainstays the Innovation
Delivery Team hopes to
preserve and replicate.

history, people, assets and conditions that
make each community unique.
“I think to activate it and bring some
fun to the community at the same time is
a great thing,” said Jeffrey Higgs, executive director of the LeMoyne-Owen CDC.
“Music, culture and education is what this
community is known for and we’re looking
forward to sharing that.”
For MemShop, the team helps match
budding businesses and entrepreneurs
with vacant commercial spaces for days or
weeks at a time. Last year, the team helped
create a weekend Christmas holiday
market in Overton Square for three weeks.
One of those temporary tenants, Delta
Groove Yoga, signed a long-term lease at
the square and developer Loeb Properties
Inc. has signed several additional sportsbased retailers.
“It’s a marriage of three things: a person who wants to start a brick-and-mortar
business who hasn’t been able to quite get
there, a neighborhood that may be in need
of more retail and a property owner who
has a vacant commercial property they
want to get filled,” said Cynthia Norwood

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Development Project, which is seeking to
use arts, housing, education and health
care to redevelop the 1.5 million-squarefoot Sears building, constructed in 1927.
“In one day MemFix accomplished three
times what we had worked on for several
years.”
The MemFix event for the Soulsville
community around Mississippi Boulevard
and Walker is tentatively scheduled for
Oct. 12. During a recent planning session
at the LeMoyne-Owen College Community Development Corp., team members,
city officials and stakeholders huddled
around large maps of the Soulsville
neighborhood and brainstormed everything from how to create a “food court” by
using food trucks and outdoor furniture
to creating gateway entrances that would
grab attention.
“We have a saying – a MemFix
event seeks to put an area back on the
mental map of Memphians,” said Maria Fuhrmann, the special assistant to
Wharton who helps coordinate the MemFix events.
Program events are tailored around the

Barkley Whitney enjoys lunch at the Four-Way Restaurant in Soulsville.

with alt.Consulting, who is providing
technical assistance to the businesses and
coordinating MemShop events.
MemShop has grown into a retail
and small-business incubator on Broad
Avenue.
The team selected four businesses
– Five In One Social Club, Indie Style
Market, My Heavenly Creations and NJ
Woods Gallery & Design – out of a pool of
35 applicants and
negotiated affordable, short-term
leases with landlords, provided small
allowances for improvements, which the
businesses matched, and helped offset the
cost of rent for the first few months. A fifth
business, Guitar Spa, just got enrolled in
the program, and My Heavenly Creations
has signed a long-term lease.
“What we’ve found is that the difference between getting into a storefront
or not is about $5,000,” McGowen said.
“That’s five new businesses, so the vacancy rate is going down significantly.”
Broad Avenue will be the site of the
team’s first “Night Market,” where they use
the same components found in MemFix
and MemShop but during a nighttime setting once a month for three months.
“It has spurred the rehabilitation of
some of the oldest and most neglected
buildings on the street,” said Michael
Wayt, owner of Landscape Works and
board member of the Historic Broad
Avenue Business Association, of the team’s
efforts on Broad.
“I used to say I couldn’t wait until the
day comes when I have to drive around
the block to find a parking spot to come to
my office, and that has happened several
times,” said Wayt. “It’s a wonderful thing to
see people on the street from the morning
to the evening – and it’s all kind of folks.”
The team’s neighborhood retail strategy includes a detailed study of market
conditions – existing stores, store designs
and demographic information – in each
neighborhood, which can expand an
existing business’ customer base and

attract new businesses.
“We’ll know what the needs are so we
can accurately go out and look for the
right fits to bring resources to each neighborhood,” McGowen said.
The team researched a proposal from
the Economic Development Growth
Engine of Memphis and Shelby County
to establish an Economic Gardening program designed to help existing businesses
grow. While the city’s main incentive tool,
the payment-in-lieu-of-taxes program, is
geared toward attracting new businesses
or retaining companies that may be considering a move, the Economic Gardening
program seeks to provide smaller existing
businesses – those with nine to 99 employees and $750,000 to $50 million in annual
revenues that have experienced growth in
two of the last five years – with the technical assistance they need to expand.
Participating businesses get 36 hours
of technical assistance from the Lowe
Foundation, including strategic business
planning and detailed market research
that highlights areas for growth.
Two businesses – Action Chemical
and AVPOL International LLC – have
graduated from the Economic Gardening
program. Two companies are participating in the program now and nine more are
waiting to participate.
Back at the Four-Way Restaurant,
Bates mulls over the attention the neighborhood will soon receive and daydreams
about the possible, about a thriving commercial intersection and corridor that
lives off of, and supports, the surrounding
neighborhood.
“They recognize the need to reseed it
and get things going, and that’s the great
thing, when the powers recognize it,”
he said.
Bates says anything is possible in his
neighborhood and reminds a reporter that
many seemingly intractable political and
community problems have been solved
inside the restaurant’s walls over the years.
“It’s easy over a good meal,” he said.
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Building the Future

Banks respond to changing customer service needs
Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

T

he CEO of the largest bank based in
Memphis told analysts earlier this
year on the company’s first-quarter
earnings call that executives there
are in the middle of rethinking the
bank’s branch network.
That executive was Bryan Jordan, CEO
of First Tennessee Bank parent company
First Horizon National Corp. He told analysts the bank is taking a fresh look at the
number of bank branches needed across
the company’s footprint as well as the size
of those locations “as we determine the
right delivery channel mix to best serve
our customers.”
Not only that, but First Tennessee is in
the midst of upgrading existing branches
through a combination of investments in

technology and staff. And it has introduced a new branch prototype that brings
a fresh approach to the in-person banking
experience.
On the surface, such moves are understandable. When rates are universally
low and banks can’t offer much to lure
in customers who might want products
like a CD or savings account, they have to
compete by using what options they do
have.
One thing they have control over is the
customer experience itself. If banks – and
there are a few dozen based in Memphis,
not counting national institutions like
Bank of America and SunTrust – generally offer the same mix of products and
services, how a customer feels about the

A WALK IN THE PARK

entirety of a banking experience is one
differentiating factor.
Branches, naturally, are a big part of
the experience. But increasingly, customers are choosing to do most of their
business online and on mobile devices. If
they do visit a branch at all, it may be via a
drive-thru lane where they interact with a
teller behind a window – or, if they’re only
making after-hours deposits and visiting
the ATM, there may be no need to interact
with a bank employee at all.
“The whole thing is you need to be
closer to your customers,” said Triumph
Bank CEO Will Chase. “And how do you do
that in a world that’s changing?”
That’s the question. No surprise, then,
bankers and financial services industry

2013
FoR LEAsE

professionals in Memphis have a range of
distinct thoughts about the “bank of the
future” – specifically, what branches in
the future are liable to look like and what
they’ll need to look like for an institution
to meet its needs and stay competitive.
“Two of the highest non-interest costs
for banks are premises and personnel,”
said Otto Thomas, a director in the Memphis office of Corporate Finance Associates. “Consequently, in times of pressure
on profitability, banks will look at ways of
reducing bricks and mortar costs as well
as personnel costs. With today's technology and emerging technology, many routine banking transactions can be handled
online, eliminating the need to visit a
bank branch. In fact, an outside director

SEMINAR
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and The Memphis News.
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of a local bank mentioned to
me some months ago that his
college-age and adult children
do all of their banking online
and, to his knowledge, have
never been in a physical banking location.”
To that end, First State
Bank demonstrably recognizes the trend. Its Memphis
location at 5384 Poplar Ave.,
for example, has shaved its
number of teller lanes from
seven to three.
With today’s practices,
tastes and expectations among
consumers, First State Bank
Memphis regional president
Steve Weaver said he thinks a
bank in Memphis shouldn’t
need more than three to five
carefully placed branches in
the local area to get good market coverage. Moreover, at First
State Bank customers don’t
even have to step foot inside a
branch to get certain aspects
of the banking relationship
started.
First State customers can
apply for loans online and
can open checking accounts
online, without ever visiting a
branch.
One local bank CEO told
The Daily News the math
works out for a typical branch’s
operating costs to approach
half a million dollars a year. A

30-Year Mortgage
Rate Rises To
4.58 Percent

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

First Tennessee Bank branch manager Kirsten Mings (center) and employees Cal Overman and
Chandra Jackson assist customer Mohammad Alrawahneh with a transaction. First Tennessee and
other banks are rethinking the branch network strategy as more customers go mobile.

desire to get away from legacy
costs like that helps explain
the rationale behind a new
project First Tennessee has
undertaken.
The bank has launched
a concierge-type service in
a kind of new bank branch
prototype at three locations

around Tennessee.
One location is in Memphis. As part of the test,
customers are greeted immediately upon walking in to the
branch. The person who greets
them walks them to a workstation to help with their needs.
When that’s done, the idea

is for that same person to walk
the customer back to the door.
Even more importantly – this
prototype, if it catches on,
would move the center of the
action inside these First Tennessee branches away from
“teller row” and out into the
branch itself.

Average U.S. rates for fixed mortgages rose this week to their highest
levels in two years, driven by heightened speculation that the Federal
Reserve will slow its bond purchases
later this year.
Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said
Thursday that the average rate on the
30-year loan jumped to 4.58 percent,
up from 4.40 percent last week. The
average on the 15-year fixed loan rose
to 3.60 percent from 3.44 percent.
Both averages are the highest since
July 2011. Rates have risen more than
a full percentage point since May.
Last week’s spike comes after more
Fed members signaled they could be
open to reducing the bond purchases
as early as September. The purchases
have helped keep long-term interest
rates low, including mortgage rates.
Despite the increase, mortgage
rates remain low by historical standards. And recent reports suggest the
jump in rates has yet to sap the housing recovery’s momentum. Mortgage
rates are rising because they tend to
follow the yield on the 10-year Treasury note. The yield has also surged
on speculation that the Fed’s stimulus
will slow. It rose to 2.90 percent Thursday, its highest level in two years.

Since we opened in 2006: we have never accepted a single government bailout or
any Federal assistance | we have grown our assets to over $400 million | we were one of only two local
banks to post profits four years in a row in a challenging economy | we have been featured on Fox Business
News to affirm how important community banks are in extending credit to family-owned businesses | we
were named the largest SBA lender in Shelby County and third in the entire State of
Tennessee* | we provided our customers the security of having a banker they know
and trust | we never lost sight of why we opened in the first place — to bring genuine
hometown banking back to the Memphis community.
One business helping another
Member FDIC

Equal Housing Lender

*Ranked by the Small Business Administration by total dollar amount for loans made in TN October 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013.
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© 2013 Triumph Bank
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Estes Establishes Biz Footprint With Allegiant
Michael Waddell
mwaddell@memphisdailynews.com

“

This business is
so much more than
just investing money.”
– Lauren Estes

Allegiant Financial Planning LLC

Estes

G

etting divorced is never a happy,
fun experience, but Allegiant
Financial Planning LLC hopes to
take some of the cost and stress out of the
situation for its clients.
Lauren Estes founded Allegiant in
March and has already built a solid client

list through word of mouth and social
media.
“This business is so much more than
just investing money,” Estes said. “There’s
estate planning, tax planning, and making
sure your spouse and loved ones are taken
care of when you are gone.”

Estes has been involved in the financial
planning industry since 2008 and previously worked for two wealth management
firms in Memphis, most recently as an
associate adviser at Fish & Associates. She
became interested in the financial planning world after dealing with issues surrounding her grandfather, who had been
in declining health in the mid-2000s and
became a victim of elder fraud.
“We began to review his information
and found that he had significant charges
made to supposed charities over months
and months of time. He had never mentioned any of it, and we discovered it was
elder fraud,” Estes said. “I realized that if
that could happen to my grandfather, it
could happen to anyone.”
Prior to 2008, she worked as a paralegal
for seven years and handled a good deal
of divorce work and general litigation that
involved aspects of financial planning.
“That’s why I decided to become certified divorce financial analyst,” said Estes,
who is also a certified financial planner.
“With that background, I was able to transition into planning and now work with
divorcees.”
Estes narrowed her focus one day
when she noticed how many people she
knew were getting divorced.
“I started Allegiant because I want
to be able to help people who are going
through a divorce and also help younger
professionals who might not have built up
a huge amount of wealth yet but have the
potential to,” Estes said.

One of the most common things she
sees with divorce cases is that one spouse
just does not know what assets they have
because they were not the ones to pay bills
or take out loans during their marriage.
“What I help to do is pull everything
together, come up with ideas, and review
documents to help find where everything
really is. I also help people understand
what their investments mean and look at
their insurance,” Estes said. “My focus is to
reduce the time and cost and stress that a
divorce takes by being able to be the one
who can pull out historical and projected
budgets and provide that to the attorneys.”
In an effort to spread the word about
her services, Estes maintains a website
with links to Facebook, Twitter and her
blog, and she is also enjoying strong referral business.
“It’s interesting to see where business
will be coming from in the future. Right
now I’m seeing a great deal of referrals
coming for traditional planning clients,”
Estes said.
She chose a unique office location near
the middle of the city in the 4600 block of
Poplar Avenue.
“It’s more of a loft space. I want my
clients to feel comfortable and at home.
I don’t want them to feel like they are in a
stuffy office,” she said. “It’s a different take
on financial planning offices.”
Estes is a native Memphian with an
intense love for the city.
“I really want to build a business within
Memphis that can continue to grow with
the city,” said Estes, who stays involved in
her local community.
She is the current chairwoman of the
Financial Planning Association of Greater
Memphis, where she has been involved
for more than four years, and this year she
also joined Project Green Fork as a board
member. Also this year, she graduated
from the Nexus Leadership program at
Second Presbyterian Church as a protégé.
Going forward, Estes plans to hire an
assistant in the next six to 12 months, and
she would love to see local companies institute financial planning as a job benefit.

Has your f inancial advisor
put you on the beach?
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Memphis Banks Show Broad Improvement
Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

St. Louis Fed’s research shows “slow, steady
improvement,” including upswing in bank asset quality.
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of loans. Now, we’re starting to
see some actual liquidation.
It might be a little at a time. A
typical scenario is when you
have residential land and that
land has not moved. We’re seeing
more instances where builders
are coming in, taking one or two
lots, building a home that’s been
pre-sold, and the real estate is
liquidated through that means.
“We’re also seeing in some
cases investors come in and buy
parcels of real estate from banking organizations. Both of those
are signs we hit bottom at some
point in the past and that conditions are returning to what I’d
call a more normal level.”
The 26 banks the St. Louis
Fed includes in the Memphisarea market, all based here, saw a
big collective jump in net income
in the second quarter compared
with the same period in 2012
– from a loss of $44 million to
$134.2 million.
The collective asset size of
those 26 institutions didn’t really

move, staying flat at essentially
$31 billion. The biggest chunk of
that pie belongs to First Tennessee Bank, which shrunk its asset
size slightly from $25.2 billion as
of June 30, 2012, to $24.9 billion
at the end of the second quarter
this year.
First Tennessee’s year-to-date
net income grew over the two
second-quarter periods, however, climbing to $107.7 million
from a loss of almost $70 million
at the end of the second quarter
in 2012.
“We’re also seeing banks start
to lend more in Memphis,” Stackhouse said. “You’ve probably
heard the story – businesses will
say banks aren’t lending. Banks
will say, ‘I want to lend, but I can’t
find a borrower out there who I
can give credit to and have them
repay that.’
“Well, somehow things are
lining up, because we have seen
year over year some loan growth
in the Memphis area. Not in every category. We’ve seen consum-

er loans go down a little bit. But if
we look at things like commercial
and industrial loans and commercial real estate loans, we’re
seeing year over year increases
there. And that’s without First
Tennessee. We’re hearing bankers
say they’re seeing more signs of
loan demand from mid-market
customers.”
Setting aside First Tennessee,
because its size tends to skew the
aggregate picture, loan growth
was up among Memphis banks
in the St. Louis Fed’s research
almost 3 percent, from $4.19 billion to $4.3 billion over the two
second-quarter periods.
Commercial real estate
loans were up a little more than
8 percent, from $936 million
to a little more than $1 billion.
However, consumer loans were
down about 4 percent, from almost $675 million to almost $646
million.
Also, loan loss reserves were
down 4.5 percent, from $70.3
million to $67 million.
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Banks Step Up Barriers Against Hacking
Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

T

here’s an urban legend
about a famed bank robber
who, when asked why he
targeted banks, answered matterof-factly, “Because that’s where
the money is.”
The same principle applies in
the digital age of banking. Hacking and cyber theft are on the rise,
and banks and their websites,
mobile sites and smartphone
apps increasingly are targeted by
crooks because, well, that’s where
the data is.
Susan Dupree, vice president
of digital strategy for First Tennessee Bank, said First Tennessee is getting ready to launch a
public awareness campaign about
security issues relating to mobile
devices.
That campaign will kick off in
the next month or so, and it will
focus on informing customers
how to keep their banking data
secure on devices such as smartphones and tablets.
People tend to stay logged in
to bank sites and apps on their
mobile devices, meaning if their
device is ever lost or stolen, they
could be at risk of losing sensitive
personal and financial data.
Dupree said First Tennessee
also recently added multi-factor
authentication to its arsenal of
security tools.
“That means, for example,
any time somebody changes their
information when they bank
online, we send them a text with
a code that they type in,” she said.
“It makes it so that someone who
may have your login information
can’t change anything in your
account without also having that
code that was sent to you as a
text.”
The danger posed by hackers is a constant worry for local
banking executives. Steve Weaver,
regional bank president for the
Memphis area for First State Bank,
said his bank is constantly taking
a fresh look at network security
and fraud detection and prevention.
“Bank customers are increasingly dependent on mobile
applications, and we want our
customers to have peace of mind
while using these enhancements
such as our mobile check deposit
and iPad app,” Weaver said.
Some industry professionals
warn that there’s no ring fence
that can be erected that is guaranteed to keep hackers away.
One information technology professional, for example,
told The Daily News there are
two types of people in the world
– those who have lost data, and
those who will lose data.

Magna Bank is another local
financial institution that recently
rolled out multifactor authentication.
Now, if a customer logs on
to Magna’s mobile-optimized
website for the first time, for
example, they’ll be prompted to
receive a code via either text or a
phone call.
That lets Magna know the
customer is who they say they

are before Magna proceeds to let
them go further.
“It’s a constant battle,” said
Steve Crocker, senior vice president of information technology
for Magna. “It’s a matter of building in layered controls so that if
one is bypassed then another one
kicks in to mitigate it. This is not
a new thing. This is what we’ve
always done. We’re only increasing now what we’ve always done,

partly because mobile access is
an area that’s become so widespread.”
Banking officials like Crocker
say the problem is heightened by
a duality of customer expectations banks have to accommodate. On one hand, customers
expect convenience – in the form
of things like an easy-to-use
website and mobile device capability. On the other hand, banks

have to ratchet up their ability to
keep those offerings secure, even
while making them more widely
available.
“There are a lot of bad guys
out there,” said Triumph Bank
CEO Will Chase. “There seems to
be a lot of people who sit around
at 2:30 in the morning trying to
figure out how to do bad things,
and the problem is most of us are
all asleep then.”

emphasis: Financial Services

Orion Gives Back to Local Community
Michael Waddell
mwaddell@memphisdailynews.com

(Orion Federal Credit Union)

Orion Federal Credit Union is making a difference in the community with its Orion Gives
Back program. The initiative sets aside $12,000 a year to give to smaller local charities.

O

rion Federal Credit Union is making a big difference throughout
the Mid-South area with its Orion
Gives Back community involvement program, working with a diverse range of local
nonprofit organizations and helping to
shine a light on their various missions.
“It’s worked out really well for the first
two years of the program, and we plan to
continue it for many years to come,” said
Tara Smith, Orion vice president of retail.
The Orion Gives Back program sets
aside $12,000 a year to give to smaller local
charities, with a different nonprofit group
receiving $1,000 and other donated goods
and supplies each month. Orion employees also volunteer their time at the various
organizations throughout the year.
“Some groups get so much money on a
national level. We try to look for the organizations that might be just under the radar,
where $1,000 is going to go a long way,”
Smith said.
This month’s recipient is YMCA of Memphis & the Mid-South. So far this year Orion

has donated $7,500 and more than 1,000
items to seven local nonprofits, and since
January 2012 it has given nearly $20,000 and
more than 5,500 items, including backpacks, school supplies, coats, diapers and
household items for kids.
The donated goods come from Orion
employees as well as the credit union’s
customers, who are able to drop off items
at donation bins set up at the nine Orion
branches across the city.
The program also has been able to
give away a couple of foreclosed homes to
families through the Habitat For Humanity
program.
The idea for Orion Gives Back came in
the fall of 2011, fresh on the heels of a name
change and rebranding to Orion Federal
Credit Union from Memphis Area Teachers’
Credit Union.
“We went from being state-chartered
credit union to a federally chartered credit
union, and we really wanted to get more
involved in the community so everyone in
Memphis knew we are not just here for the

educators – we are here for anybody who
lives, works, worships, volunteers or attends
school in the Greater Memphis area,” Smith
said. “So we developed a program to give
back to the community that has served us
so well.”
Since the program’s inception, some
of the groups that Orion has provided assistance to include Mid-South Food Bank,
Memphis Family Shelter, Literacy MidSouth, Memphis Farmers Market, Clovernook Center for the Blind and Visually
Impaired, Youth Villages, Indie Memphis,
CASA of Memphis & Shelby County, The
Arc Mid-South, Friends For Life, Dress for
Success, One Memphis, Hope House, the
Salvation Army Kroc Center, the Memphis
Police Foundation, the YMCA of Memphis &
the Mid-South and Porter-Leath.
“The Orion Gives Back donation was
a tremendous help for Porter-Leath this
summer,” said Rob Hughes, development
manager at Porter-Leath. “The financial
award filled several year-end needs across
our six program focus areas. The donated
books were a great surprise for our preschool students and teachers when they
returned to school in early August, especially those in our new ASD-partner preschool
classrooms. Porter-Leath appreciates Orion
Federal Credit Union's generous spirit and
steadfast support of the agency's mission to
empower children and families to achieve a
healthy, optimal and independent lifestyle.”
Several of Orion’s 150 employees spend
time working at local farmers markets.
“Orion Gives Back has provided our
Memphis Farmers Market with numerous eager, top-quality market Saturday
volunteers, as well as donated awesome
Orion bags with fun swag for our annual
MFM Crop Hop 5K run,” said Beth Brock,
Memphis Farmers Market immediate-past
president. “It’s been a pleasure to have
Orion’s support, and we hope to have them
involved for years to come. We consider
Orion a part of our MFM family.”
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Reynolds Bone & Griesbeck
Rolls Along With Changing City
Richard J. Alley
Special to The Memphis News

T

he accounting firm of Reynolds
Bone & Griesbeck PLC has been
around since 1916, when it was
known as Shannon Reynolds & Bone.
John Griesbeck, managing partner,
said his grandfather, Joseph George
– known as J.G. – came aboard in the
1920s. It was a time when the financial
center of the city was Downtown among
the bales of Cotton Row and banks on
Madison Avenue. Such a history carries
with it the scent of ink, the image of
green eyeshades and heavy, leatherbound ledgers.
Though the basics might be the
same – still using the numbers 1
through 10 – the methods certainly have
changed. Reynolds Bone & Griesbeck
have found their place within the 21st
century by expanding services as the
needs of their clients change and grow.
They are aware that the younger generation is their future as well, and have
recently entered the social network
fray with a page on Facebook, a Twitter
account and a YouTube channel. Where
does tweeting and blogging fit in with
the image of number crunchers?
“It’s primarily to stay in touch with
the younger people in the profession
and the students in the universities,”
Griesbeck said. “That’s how they communicate with one another.”
Services include tax preparation
and planning, inventory control and
management, audit work, and mergers
and acquisitions. Clients come from
the distribution, manufacturing, real
estate and nonprofit industries. The way
in which CPA firms work and service
clients is constantly evolving as the tax
code changes and businesses merge.

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Reynolds Bone & Griesbeck PLC principals are Lee Griesbeck, Richard Saviori,
John Griesbeck, Billy Griesbeck, Skeet Haag, Paul Pennebaker and Tom Sullivan.

“In the last 30 or 40 years, a much
more prevalent thing has been consulting services, whether it’s helping them
with structuring their business, the type
of entity they choose to operate, tax
planning and changes in estate tax or
estate planning, things to help people
take the best advantage as they can in
the tax law,” Griesbeck said.
In the future, he sees the furthering
of business advisory and consulting services in the retirement area as more and
more baby boomers face retirement.
Businesses will be looking more at asset
protection and maximizing profitability and cash flows, as well as assisting
clients in financing transactions such
as bank loans or stock offerings. More
services “other than the audit, what we
know as more compliance services.”
It’s this looking toward the future
that has kept Reynolds Bone & Gries-

beck a growing and thriving institution
in the region for so long, now with nearly 50 employees. The 2011 study “Trends
in the Supply of Accounting Graduates
and the Demand for Public Accounting
Recruits” from the American Institute
of CPAs shows that the hiring of CPAs
right out of college nationally has gone
from fewer than 15,000 in 1975, when
Griesbeck first entered the business, to
more than 30,000 by the end of 2010. It’s
a trend Griesbeck sees in the trenches.
“Accounting has become popular
again, very popular,” he said, and points
to the old adage that even bad news
is good news as large firms such as
Enron, Arthur Andersen and WorldCom
became household names. “People said,
‘Hey, there are things going on here
that interest me, that I can work on. It’s
spotlight continued on P33

Very few people will probably disagree
with the idea that developing and maintaining
a positive mental attitude is helpful in sports,
business and life in general. Having a positive
mental attitude is, of course, no guarantee
of success when so many other factors such
as skill, effort and perhaps even a little luck
so often come into play in any successful
endeavor. So let’s not get all rah-rah and
proclaim a positive mental
attitude the solution to
all problems – but let’s
not take the opposing
viewpoint and declare it a
superficial characteristic
of shallow people.
Life is often
chris cRouch
about simply playSMART STUFF
4 WORK
ing the cards you
are dealt the best
you can. And a positive mental attitude can
help you not only play the cards you are dealt
better, it can also help you get a better hand
in the future. People love a good “recovery
from adversity” story and will go out of their
way to give future breaks to those who play a
bad hand well.
My main point today is not about whether
or not you should try your best to maintain a
positive attitude; it’s about how you can do it
when you don't feel so positive. Most people
can maintain a great attitude when things are
going well. How do you pull it off when things
aren’t going so well?
I became interested in this topic when I
watched a TED video last week by Harvard
Business School professor and researcher
Amy Cuddy. Her talk is titled “Your Body
Language Shapes Who You Are.” For those
of you unfamiliar with TED, you can view her
21-minute talk on the www.ted.com website.
Here’s what she said that intrigued me
the most. Cuddy talked about the often heard
quote, “Fake it ’til you make it” with a bit of
a twist. Her advice was to “Fake it ’til you
become it.” I like that quote much better.
Most people understand that what is going on inside a person’s head – their mental
attitude – is usually revealed by external
factors we collectively refer to as body language. Cuddy’s research supports the fact
that body language is essentially a two-way
street. In other words, if you can somehow
get your body to fake the body language of a
person with a positive mental attitude, it will
eventually help you develop genuine positive
feelings.
For example, clenching a pen etween your
teeth activates the same facial muscles that
are involved in producing a genuine smile.
This, in turn triggers internal events that actually make you feel more positive. Keep it up
and you are no longer faking it, you actually
become more positive. And by the way, a positive mental attitude can be highly contagious
and influence those in your circle of influence
– including those who can help you be more
successful. Cuddy has other interesting body
language strategies. Whenever you feel a bit
down, why not put a pen between your teeth
and watch Cuddy’s talk?
Chris Crouch is CEO of DME Training
and Consulting. Contact him through www.
dmetraining.com.
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Commission
Stalls Fire,
Ambulance
Utility Dist.

Downtown

Park Lease Latest
In Beale Endgame

Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

T

he idea of a utility district for
fire and ambulance services
in unincorporated Shelby
County and several of the suburban
towns and cities was voted down
Monday, Aug. 19, by the Shelby
County Commission. But it probably
will be back with attempts to bridge
issues of local control as the county
administration looks for solutions to
a shrinking pool of fire fees.
All seven Democratic commissioners abstained Monday in the
party line vote on the resolution asking the Tennessee legislature to consider giving the county the option
to form such a services district. That
left the six Republican commissioners one vote short of the seven votes
needed for passage and a formal
lobbying effort for a bill in Nashville
next year.
Commissioner Wyatt Bunker,
sponsor of the resolution, said the
idea not only faced hesitancy from
Democratic commissioners representing Memphis districts, it also
faced a lot of questions from suburban leaders.
“Their issue is local control all
together. If they do something like
this, they aren’t opposed to efficiencies and better ways to provide fire
services,” Bunker said after the vote.
“Most of them are concerned with
who is going to have control at the
end of the day. Are they going to have
to go to the county to get approval
for setting the fire fee? How many
appointees are going to be from the
municipal mayors versus the county
mayor? If those are adjusted in such
a way to slant the power towards the
county, then you are just not going to
get buy-in from them. If you don’t get
buy-in from them, what’s the point?”
Before the resolution was voted
down, Bunker amended it to include
a 10-member utility board, with the
mayor of each participating municipality and the Shelby County mayor
each getting two appointees to the
board. The original version had a
seven-member board, with each participating mayor getting one appointee and the county mayor getting two
appointees.
Some Democratic commissioners said they abstained because they
had too many questions about it, not
because they necessarily oppose it at
this juncture.
“Some of us just simply don’t
understand what you are trying to
accomplish,” Commissioner Sidney
Chism said to Bunker.

A proposed lease agreement for Handy Park helps the city of Memphis tie up loose ends.
(Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)

Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

The pending agreement would resolve one of the final issues
in the city’s relationship with John Elkington, the developer
of the district and founder of Performa Entertainment.

T

he city of Memphis has a tentative lease of Handy Park with a
group that includes some current
tenants of the Beale Street entertainment
district.
And the pending agreement would
resolve one of the final issues in the city’s
relationship with John Elkington, the
developer of the district and founder of
Performa Entertainment.
“If that agreement is consummated,
it will resolve the one lingering piece of
litigation, which is who controls Handy
Park,” said Memphis Mayor A C Wharton Jr. “To answer that, we had to find
out who was going to pay off roughly
$500,000 to $600,000 that Performa had
borrowed to make some improvements
on it.”
That would be the new group Handy
Park LLC, led by Bud Chittom, partner in
Blues City Café and Club 152. The group
includes attorney Ted Hansom.
Handy Park LLC would pay the
$600,000 Elkington is owed for improve-

ments to the park with an outdoor amphitheater that he financed personally.
The payments to Wells Fargo Bank NA
would release the city and Elkington from
their obligation. Wells Fargo is the successor by merger to Wachovia Bank NA,
which held the loan.
“The whole idea of that proposed
agreement is that whoever takes that
over will pay off that and there will be no
more litigation,” Wharton said. “That will
settle everything completely. The city of
Memphis will be in complete control of
Beale Street.”
The lease is for a five-year term with
renewal options for three more terms of
five years each.
Under the terms of the new contract,
Handy Park LLC would pay the city a
monthly base rent of 1.5 percent of quarterly gross revenues of up to $1 million
and 2 percent on gross revenues over $1
million for the park.
Handy Park LLC gets a $10,000
monthly credit for legal fees deducted

from the base rent.
Any additions or improvements the
LLC makes to the park exceeding $15,000
must be approved by the city.
Performa has remained in day-to-day
control of the district since June 2010
when Wharton called a City Hall news
conference to announce the city and
Elkington had reached an agreement on
an end to Performa’s tenure as developer,
which goes back to the renovation of
the district in the late-1970s and its 1983
reopening.
Performa filed for bankruptcy as part
of the endgame worked out between
the city and Performa. It began with the
settlement between those two players in
a three-sided Shelby County Chancery
Court suit. The Chancery Court suit is still
pending with the nonprofit Beale Street
Development Corp. still pursuing claims
against the two others.
The endgame of city control and Performa’s exit has taken much longer than
either of them expected.
“It was not difficult at all,” city attorney Herman Morris said of the park
lease. “But if you look at the time that has
passed between the court’s order and this
day, it was obviously time-consuming,
beale continued on P32
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Sweet Noshings Fulfills Longtime Dream
Candy store that
will occupy 1,750
square feet at 2113
Madison Ave. in
Overton Square to
open in October.

It’s the culmination of a longrunning joke in her family – her
promise that she’d one day put
her sweet tooth to good use and
open a candy store. And after
driving around one day earlier
this year with her fiance, they
had a eureka moment.
“We were driving around and
talking about it and both were
like, ‘That’s where we need to
put it,’” Asbridge said of Overton Square, which has seen a
flurry of leasing activity in recent
weeks as empty space has been
snatched up by new restaurants
and retail shops.
“We’d actually looked at
Downtown, across from The
Peabody, but we decided that
would be too much tourist
traffic and that Overton Square
would be more of a local thing.
I thought that was a better idea.
There’s a lot of foot traffic, lots
of restaurants, everybody seems

Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

L

eena Asbridge has about
two weeks left in her current work as a bank field
examiner before she starts a new,
sweeter chapter in her professional career.
She’s in the midst of preparing to open Sweet Noshings,
the candy store that will occupy
1,750 square feet at 2113 Madison Ave. in Overton Square.

to be having a good time, and it
seems like just a friendly place to
come to.”
The tentative goal for now
is for Sweet Noshings to open
sometime in mid-October. The
whole thing came together fast,
with a lease getting inked not
long after Asbridge formally got
the process under way.
“We talked to Aaron at Loeb,
and then we just decided to do
it,” said Asbridge, referring to
Loeb Properties Inc. vice president of brokerage Aaron Petree,
who brokered the deal. “We’d
started on this I guess around
May and then got to working
on a lease. We’re getting things
together now. We’ve already
lined up the restaurant supply
people, because we’re going to
be cooking in there, too. We’re
going to bake all the cookies
and cakes and things like that,
so right now we’re trying to

REA L E S TATE RECA P

Oklahoma Hotel Group
Buys Baymont Inn
Eric Smith
esmith@memphisdailynews.com
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6020 Shelby Oaks Drive • Memphis, TN 38134
6020 Shelby Oaks Drive
Memphis, TN 38134
Sale Amount: $2.1 million
Sale Date: Aug. 6, 2013
Buyer: Champion Regional Development LLC
Seller: BRE/LQ Properties LLC
Loan Amount: $2.1 million
Loan Date: Aug. 7, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrowers: Sunny Management LLC; KNSB LLC; Jansa LLC
Lender: InterBank

get all that together.”
The full range of offerings
at Sweet Noshings will include
things like chocolate, candy,
cookies, puddings, granola and
oatmeal. Other
highlights
will include
coffee, popcorn and bulk
bag-it-yourself
candies.
“And there
will be gourmet popcorn
– about five
to 10 flavors,”
Asbridge
Asbridge said.
“We’ll also
have a coffee
bar that’ll feature all Ugly Mug
varieties. So, it’s going to be a lot.
Anything you can put sugar in,
it’s going to be in the store.”
Other recent leasing activity at the square, meanwhile,

Details: An affiliate of Oklahoma
City-based Champion Hotels has
paid $2.1 million for the 103-room
Baymont Inn & Suites Memphis East
hotel at 6020 Shelby Oaks Drive in
Northeast Memphis.
Champion Regional Development
LLC – in care of Champion Hotels
CEO Champak B. Patel – bought the
41,280-square-foot hotel in an Aug. 7
special warranty deed from BRE/LQ
Properties LLC.
The seller had acquired the property from La Quinta Properties
Inc. for $4 million in 2006 when it
was branded as a La Quinta Inns &
Suites.
Built in 1985, the low-rise motel sits
on 2.3 acres at the southeast corner
of Shelby Oaks Drive and Sycamore
View Road. The Shelby County Assessor of Property’s 2013 appraisal is
$1.4 million.
In conjunction with the purchase,
three entities related to the buyer –
Sunny Management LLC, KNSB LLC
and Jansa LLC – filed a $2.1 million
loan through InterBank. Champak
B. Patel, Bharat Patel and Pankaj
Patel all signed the trust deed.
Champion Hotels operates a variety
of branded hotels throughout Oklahoma, Missouri, Florida, New York,
Texas, New Mexico, Illinois and
Kansas.
7399 U.S. 64
Memphis, TN 38133
Sale Amount: $2.4 million
Sale Date: July 15, 2013
Buyer: 7399 US Highway 64 Holdings LLC
Seller: Stewart G. Austin Jr. and R.

includes Robata Ramen &Yakitori Bar.
A restaurant owned by
Jimmy Ishii, the owner of Sekisui
restaurants, the new venture will
open in what is
known as the
Griffin House.
The concept
for the restaurant is a bar
and grill that
serves skewers
of grilled meat
and vegetables,
according to a
press release
from Ishii’s
company.
Chefs will
serve customers with an oar at a
bar, bringing a Japanese custom to the experience, and the
restaurant will feature seating on
the front porch and the patio in
the front yard.

Mathew Brinner, substitute trustees
Details: The 10-building,
85,390-square-foot American Mini
Storage at 7399 U.S. 64 in Northeast
Memphis has sold for $2.4 million
following a foreclosure.
An entity called 7399 US Highway
64 Holdings LLC – which is affiliated
with Miami Beach, Fla.-based loan
servicer LNR Partners LLC – bought
the property in a July 15 substitute
trustee’s deed from Stewart G.
Austin Jr. and R. Mathew Brinner of
Glankler Brown PLLC.
The property went into foreclosure
in May after its four owners – AMS
Memphis II Investments LLC, CB
AMS Memphis II Holdings LLC, JD
AMS Memphis II Holdings LLC and
MC AMS Memphis II Holdings LLC
– defaulted on a $3.4 million loan
through UBS Real Estate Investments Inc. dated Sept. 20, 2006, and
effective Oct. 4, 2006.
The debt was later owned by U.S.
Bank NA, which assigned Austin
and Brinner as substitute trustees.
The ownership breakdown was as
follows: AMS Memphis II Investments LLC, 50.42 percent; CB AMS
Memphis II Holdings LLC, 26.16
percent; JD AMS Memphis II Holdings LLC, 16.11 percent; and MC
AMS Memphis II Holdings LLC, 7.31
percent.
The entities bought the property in
2006 from BHGG LLC for $4.3 million.
Built in 1999, the Class B storage
facility sits on 5.3 acres on the south
side of U.S 64 between Appling Road
and Dromedary Drive. The Shelby
County Assessor of Property’s 2013
appraisal is $2.9 million.
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Martin’s Program Keeps Girls
Engaged in ‘STEM’ Curriculum

Martin

Richard J. Alley
Special to The Memphis News

G

irls Inc. is a national nonprofit
providing girls ages 6-18 with after-school and summer programs,
field trips and college tours.
The goal, as stated by the organization’s mission, is “to provide a vision of
confidence and self-sufficiency and to
provide the means for making the vision

a reality for girls, inspiring all girls to become strong, smart, and bold.”
The Eureka program is specifically
designed to accommodate rising eighthgraders with an interest in the science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM)
curriculum. The Eureka program’s coordinator is Rondalyn Martin, a Memphis
native who attended Hillcrest High School
but had no such program available when
she was a child.
“One of the things that I say to the
girls often is that I wish I was afforded an
opportunity, as well as knowing about
programs such as this, that will give you
an opportunity and give you this type of
exposure to various careers,” she said.
During the school year, Martin said,
women mentors working in STEM fields
will come in to “speak with the young
ladies about various opportunities that
they have and expose them to various
careers, salaries and whatnot, and we do a
lot of touring of facilities as well as taking
them around to teach them about colleges
that have a high interest in those areas for
them to participate in later on.”
The program extends into a summer
component for a four-week camp that
offers engaging activities and a more
hands-on experience to help hold the
girls’ interest over those off-months from
school. The summer program is held on
college campuses in the area and this past
summer included a visit to The University

of Memphis, where the girls learned about
robotics and were able to build robots.
“If they can see it, that’s one thing, but
when you can see it and you can actually
be engaged in it, it takes on another level
of excitement,” Martin said. “That’s one of
the things that I do have to say that I love
about working with this organization and
being a part of this program, is that it is all
engaging and hands-on activities.”
Martin graduated from Southwest Tennessee Community College with a degree
in social services and went on to work
for the city of Memphis in its Workforce
Investment Network program.
She started with Girls Inc. in March
2010, and began the Eureka program with
funding from the national office. When
her supervisor first showed her the curriculum, she was excited about the chance
to help girls thrive in STEM fields.
“I was just so enthused about the program that I was just geared immediately
and my adrenaline got going,” she said.
To recruit young girls into Eureka,
information on the program is extended
to seventh-grade guidance counselors
in Shelby and DeSoto counties’ public,
private and charter schools asking for five
to seven recommendations of those with
an interest in the STEM subjects.
“We take them through an interview process where we interview both
the young ladies and their parents,”
Martin said.

Those chosen are in the program for
five years and must adhere to a strict
attendance policy requiring 10 to 12 sessions during the school year while missing
no more than two days per session. From
this wide net, only 40 new rising eighthgraders will be recruited into the program.
These parameters might seem strict
for an after-school activity, but Martin said
there is a need to keep girls interested and
engaged in the STEM curriculum.
“Once they move on from elementary
into middle school, they start to dislike science,” she said. “Statistical data
does show that, because guys are more
involved, have more interest, their intellectual skills enhance more in those areas
than in the typical female. That’s one of
the urgencies that we’re wanting girls to
know, is that we can do science. … We are
just as competitive in those careers as a
man would be.”
Martin and her husband, Michael,
pastor for Oak Spring Baptist Church in
Arlington, have a son, Stephen, in high
school, and a daughter, Myah, in the fifth
grade. And Martin thinks of the girls in
her care at Girls Inc. “as if they are my own
daughters.”
“I call them my babies, my girls,” she
said. “I’m trying to deposit every ounce
of positivity into them. … Some of these
girls’ lives have been changed because
of the exposure that they’ve received
through this program.”

H e a lt h Ca r e & B i ot ec h

GTx Treatment Fails to Meet Goals
Jennifer Johnson Backer
jbacker@memphisdailynews.com

G

Tx Inc. has said an experimental
treatment with the potential to
prevent and treat muscle wasting
in cancer patients failed to meet its goals
in two late-stage clinical trials.
The Memphis-based company said in
a statement that enobosarm, a drug with
the potential to treat muscle wasting in
cancer patients, missed clinical trial goals
for lean body mass and physical function
as it had agree to with the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.
The drug developer said it plans to
speak with both U.S. Food and Drug Administration and European regulatory authorities to determine “the path forward”
for enobosarm.
“While we are disappointed that both
studies did not meet the pre-specified
responder analyses, we are encouraged by
the unambiguous effect of enobosarm on
muscle and we are confident that it will
translate to clinical benefit and potentially increase survival in patients with
non-small cell lung cancer,” said Mitchell

Steiner, CEO of GTx.
GTx, which booked no revenue in
2012, specializes in developing treatments
for cancer and other medical conditions.
Its two main drug programs are focused
on small molecules that modulate the effects of estrogens and androgens.
Enobosarm is classified as a selective
androgen receptor modulator, a drug with
the potential to prevent and treat muscle
wasting in patients with cancer and
other musculoskeletal wasting or muscleloss conditions, including age-related
muscle loss.
The company was approved to study
enobosarm in patients with advanced
non-small cell lung cancer, the most common type of lung cancer. In January, the
FDA granted enobosarm fast-track status,
a process reserved for drugs that can treat
serious diseases for which there are no or
few other treatments.
There are currently no FDA-approved
drugs to treat cancer-induced muscle
wasting.

GTx said cancer-induced muscle
wasting can cause fatigue and weight
loss, which contribute to shorter overall
survival compared to patients without
muscle loss.
The American Cancer Society estimates about 228,190 new cases of lung
cancer will be diagnosed in the U.S. in
2013. About 85 percent to 90 percent of
these cases are non-small cell lung cancer.
“While some of the pre-specified
primary endpoints were not met, I am
encouraged by the substantial and consistent effect of enobosarm on muscle in
these patients with lung cancer receiving
chemotherapy,” said Dr. Jeffrey Crawford,
the principal investigator for the enobosarm clinical trials and chief of the division of medical oncology at Duke University School of Medicine.
Dr. Brian Klein, a senior analyst with
Stifel Nicolaus & Co., said he had downgraded the stock to “hold” from “buy”
after the announcement.
“Just in terms of the data today, which

was disappointing, I think that in the
near-term there is going to be a lot of
caution around the future prospects for
this particular drug, enobosarm,” Klein
said. “From the perspective of the statistical analysis, these were two failed studies
because they did not meet their primary
endpoints. … The likelihood of them
being approved is pretty slim without additional studies.”
Klein said he expects GTx to turn its
focus to Capesaris, another drug in its development pipeline, with the potential to
treat men with advanced prostate cancer.
While enobosarm targets androgen
receptors, Capesaris targets estrogen
receptors.
Still, Klein sounded a note of caution
to investors.
“While we still continue to see some
potential value in pipeline asset Capesaris,
the crowded competitive landscape and
ongoing safety concerns make this program high risk and expensive,” according
to the analyst note.
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Kudzu’s Wrestles With
Plant Closure Fallout
Andy Meek

“

ameek@memphisdailynews.com

We have had a couple of
days where the crowd
has picked back up ... ,
but not enough”
– Jerry King
Owner, Kudzu’s

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Jerry King, one of Kudzu’s owners, said business at the Monroe bar and grill has suffered since Hostess’ Downtown Memphis Wonder Bread plant closed late last year.

W

hen the current ownership
of Kudzu’s Bar & Grill bought
the eatery in September 2011,
tables were full, the parking lot was
packed and the business kept busting its
projections.
Jerry King, one of Kudzu’s owners,
said every month the results would be
as much as a double-digit percentage
above what had been projected. That,
however, was before Hostess’ Downtown
Memphis Wonder Bread plant closed
late last year.
Kudzu’s nighttime business has held
steady, but the bar’s daytime traffic immediately dropped by about half. Since
November, when the Hostess plant
closed, business has been down every
month.
Hostess Brands Inc. warned it would
go out of business last year as a result
of striking workers across the country
bringing production to a halt. The company had a roster of about 30 brands,

and its Downtown Memphis plant employed a few hundred workers.
The closure still resonates. To put in
perspective how much business it’s lost
since the plant closure, Kudzu’s used
to serve between 30 and 40 customers
pretty consistently for lunch. Below 30,
and that used to be what passed for a
slow day.
Now, King recalled two days recently
where Kudzu’s saw only five people for
lunch one day and six people for lunch
the day after that.
Trying everything he can think of
to gin up more business, King said he
turned to Facebook.
“Trying not to sound too desperate,
Kudzu’s needs your support,” Kudzu’s
wrote on its Facebook page. “Since the
closing of the Wonder Bread factory
last year we have pretty much lost all
of our daytime business. Keeping this
landmark open is a daily struggle. Please
keep us in your thoughts when you are

deciding where to have lunch. We cannot maintain on night business alone.
Thank you.”
Another bit of help comes in the
form of Sun Studio, where Kudzu’s keeps
menus and which occasionally steers
customers there to eat.
“We have had a couple of days here
and there where the crowd has picked
back up to almost approaching normal,
but not enough,” King said. “I just want
to make sure people understand we
are an option for Downtown lunches.
We have accessible parking. For a fullservice restaurant, we’re very reasonably
priced. We’re nonsmoking, but we do
have smoking on the patio. We have a
full menu and live music every night.”
The eatery has a robust social media
presence across platforms like Facebook
and Instagram. Kudzu’s is only a short
drive from Downtown landmarks like
FedExForum and Beale Street, and its
nighttime business reflects that.
It attracts customers with features that include everything from the
neighborhood pub feel complete with
a jukebox, pool table and trivia nights.
The menu includes items like a Cajun
smoked sausage sandwich, a Philly
cheese steak and grilled tuna and grilled
chicken sandwiches.

Unemployment Rates Rise in Most US States
Unemployment rates rose in more
than half of U.S. states in July and fewer
states added jobs, echoing national data
that show the job market may have lost
some momentum.
The Labor Department said Monday
that unemployment rates increased in 28
states. They were unchanged in 14 and
fell in eight states – the fewest to show a
decline since January.
Hiring increased in 32 states in July
compared with June, the fewest to report
job gains in three months. Seventeen
states reported job losses. California,

Georgia and Florida reported the largest
job gains, while New Jersey and Nevada
lost the most.
Nationwide, hiring has been steady
this year but slowed in July. Employers
added 162,000 jobs, the fewest since
March. The unemployment rate fell to 7.4
percent, a 4.5 -year low, from 7.6 percent.
And while the job market has improved over the past 12 months, the gains
appear to be benefiting southern and
western states most of all.
Unemployment in the West fell to
7.9 percent in July. That’s down from 9.3

percent a year earlier and the biggest
decline of the four regions. In the South,
unemployment fell to 7.3 percent, from
7.8 percent a year ago.
Unemployment has barely dipped in
the Midwest, to 7.3 percent from 7.5 percent in the past year. In the Northeast, it
dropped to 7.6 percent from 8.4 percent.
Steve Cochrane, an economist at
Moody’s Analytics, says southern and
western states have seen steady growth
in manufacturing jobs. And the South
is also benefiting from lower taxes and
cheaper labor.

School For
Detained
Juveniles
Opens
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

T

he charter school that opened for
class Thursday, Aug. 15, in North
Memphis is unique for several
reasons.
A total of 130 children, all of them in
the custody of Memphis-Shelby County
Juvenile Court, are assigned to Thurgood Marshall High School of Career
Development. Of that number, 86 had
registered on the first day of classes at
the school within a school at Northside
High School.
The two schools are among seven
that opened last week as charter schools
run by the W.E.B. DuBois Charter
Schools Consortium. The consortium’s
founder and CEO is former Memphis
mayor and Memphis City Schools superintendent Willie Herenton.
Herenton saw a teenager in the
school uniform of blue shirt and tie
and khaki pants Thursday that he had
talked with several weeks ago about the
school’s uniform.
“He said he’s not wearing that,”
Herenton remembered and said that’s
when he remarked on the orange scrubs
children in detention wear.
“I said, ‘Did you tell that man that
you weren’t going to wear that orange
uniform? You didn’t have a choice did
you?’” Herenton said. “When you come
to Thurgood Marshall you are going to
wear what we tell you to wear.”
Sonny Hicks, a Memphis City
Schools veteran who is principal of the
high school, said the school is able to
keep the children enrolled beyond the
time that they are in Juvenile Court
custody.
“At the point that they are assigned to
us, they have to finish with us,” he said.
“It’s not like they come and spend nine
weeks or a month and go back to a home
school. Once they are assigned they have
to carry their programs through.”
Juvenile Court officials as well
as Herenton indicated last year they
wanted a school that would continue to
be the school for juvenile offenders after
they left detention, citing the problems
they often have when they return to their
old schools.
There are some unique challenges
although the school is held to the same
state Common Core standards with the
same achievement tests required and the
same strategy of immediate intervention
when students begin to fall behind.
The school year for the students
begins with assessment batteries of tests
“to get some kind of diagnostic indication of where they are,” Hicks said.
“We know that we have to be more of
in a nurturing kind of mode and more
about healing.”
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Holdover
Or Holdup?

m e m p h i s L a w Ta lk

Yoakum Helps Businesses
‘Move On With Their Lives’
Richard J. Alley
Special to The Memphis News

“

FRAZIER BAKER & WILL BARDEN
guest column

Holdover is a term used in commercial property leases that describes continued occupancy
by a tenant beyond the expiration of the lease,
also known as “tenancy-at-sufferance.” Most office
leases usually devote a section of the lease to this
situation and impose a financial penalty on the
tenant for not taking action by either vacating the
space, or renewing or extending the term. This
financial penalty can sometimes be viewed by the
tenant as a “holdup” by the landlord because it can
amount to a considerable amount of money. Who’s
really suffering here?
In our view, it is reasonable for the property
owner to seek stable cash flow, in the form of rent,
from his or her investment. So, it is also reasonable
for there to be a financial incentive in favor of the
landlord in the event that inaction by the tenant
frustrates or interferes with the landlord’s goal of
stabilized rental income from the property. However, It doesn’t take a 100 percent penalty to get
someone’s attention. We have seen office leases
that impose a 200 percent rent for each month the
tenant continues to occupy the premises beyond
the lease expiration, plus reimbursement in proven
damages suffered by the landlord if he or she
should lose a replacement tenant. This is pretty
severe and is easily reduced during lease negotiation to a more reasonable amount if any.
Large-space tenants can sometimes create a
continuation of the lease beyond expiration without any increase in monthly rent. Depending on
the space size, we have seen holdover rent equal
to the expiring monthly rent for up to six additional
months. Tenants with smaller spaces should
expect to see some penalty, but it can usually be
reduced to 125 percent to 150 percent of expiring
rent if addressed in the lease negotiation process. And tenants should never make themselves
liable for consequential damages suffered by the
landlord in the event of holdover.
Like everything in business, each situation is
different, and you will have to examine the circumstances that exist prior to lease commencement
to properly negotiate the holdover rent issue. But
read the lease thoroughly and look for any penalty
you might suffer in case you fail to vacate or renew
in a timely manner. When you are a prospective tenant, the landlord will view this as a noneconomic concession that can be easily granted if
requested.
Of course, the best way to avoid the entire
holdover penalty issue in the first place is to plan
well in advance for your lease renewal. If relocation
is a consideration, start planning as many as 12
to 18 months before your lease expires to be sure
you have enough time to find the right location
and plan for and make necessary improvements.
If relocation is not a consideration, you should still
allow up to six months to survey current rental
rates in your submarket and negotiate the most
favorable terms possible for your lease renewal.
Frazier Baker and Will Barden, vice presidents of
office services, provide office tenant representation
services for Colliers International Memphis.

I enjoy taking my
clients that are in
difficult situations
in their business
... getting to the
root of the problem
and addressing the
problems efficiently.”
– Brian Yoakum

Evans Petree PC

T

hough the jump Brian Yoakum
made at the beginning of
August from The Biller Law
Firm to Evans Petree PC was only a
floor away, he saw a greater opportunity to broaden his practice areas and
expand the services he could offer
clients.
It was also a move from a twoattorney firm to one of nearly 50.
“This is my first time experiencing
a large firm, but I think it’s going to be
good for me and for my clients,” said
Yoakum, whose expertise is in commercial and business litigation with a
diverse clientele. “I’m looking forward
to taking the clients that I currently
have and expanding what I’m doing
for them, but then also to be able to
go out and use the platform of the
larger firm to attract new clients.”
In addition to litigation, Yoakum
also has developed over the last
couple of years the narrower field of
premises liability defense, representing primarily retail and restaurant
owners in defense of people who
claim to be injured on their property.
Yoakum was born and raised in
Memphis, and he completed all of
his education in his hometown. He
attended Memphis University School
before going to Rhodes College,
where he studied political science
and international studies.
“I had opportunities at all phases
of life to leave Memphis, but I love
Memphis,” he said. “This is my home.
I love its people, so I decided to stay.”
While a student, Yoakum worked
as a runner for both Black, Bobango
& Morgan (now Black McLaren Jones
Ryland & Griffee PC) and Apperson
Crump PLC, and those experiences
clinched his determination to become an attorney.
After graduating and before entering law school, Yoakum worked as
business manager for the Sammons

Yoakum

Group LLC, and Jack Sammons, who
had been appointed by Chancery
Court as special master and receiver.
Yoakum graduated from the University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law in 2005.
It was his work with Sammons
that helped Yoakum realize his interest in commercial litigation, and he
never wavered from that while in law
school.
“I enjoy taking my clients that are
in difficult situations in their business, that are very personal issues to
them, and boiling it down, getting to
the root of the problem and addressing the problems efficiently and in a
cost-effective manner,” Yoakum said.
During law school, Yoakum
worked as a summer associate for
Martin, Tate, Morrow & Marston PC.
As a newly minted lawyer, he saw
work as an associate for Pietrangelo Cook PLC and Luckett Pinstein
Ridder PC before partnering with
Stephen Biller.
Yoakum has seized the opportunity to work with these firms around
town, amassing a wealth of experience and knowledge that has shown
him the toll litigation takes on his
clients and given him the skills to better serve them.
“I always tell my clients that litigation is costly, not only monetarily but
emotionally, so I try to find creative

solutions to the problems that they’re
facing and resolve them so they can
move on with their lives and with
their business,” he said. “That’s my
favorite part.”
With Evans Petree, Yoakum hopes
to further expand his knowledge base
and lean on the large office of fellow
attorneys when necessary.
“We’ve a good group of young,
mid-30s attorneys that really, in my
mind, is a strong group and we’re
going to hopefully take this firm and
continue on the traditions and build
it even further,” said Yoakum, who is a
member of the American, Tennessee
and Memphis Bar (Young Lawyers
Division) Associations.
Yoakum and his wife, Lauren, a
medical equipment sales representative, have a 6-month-old son, Harrison. When not in the office, Yoakum
enjoys hunting and fishing with
friends and family at nearby Horseshoe Lake.
As a native and proud Memphian,
Yoakum enjoys the opportunity to
give back to his community. He and
Lauren both serve on the board – and
he is on the executive committee – of
Mid-South Spay & Neuter Services.
“The two of us, we truly believe in
the mission and believe it’s really the
only way to resolve a serious problem that the city faces with animal
overpopulation,” he said.
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Logistics

Hardy Pushes Intermodal Sites for New Jobs
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

C

arolyn Hardy admits she pushed
hard to get the intermodal container yard that opened this week
in Hickory Hill completed faster than the
two years many contractors told her it
would take.
“Memphis can’t wait for business,” the
CEO of Chism Hardy Investments said
Monday, Aug. 19, at the formal opening of
the Clarke Road Intermodal Center. “Business opportunities wait for no one. Not
even me.”
The 30-acre site already has several
dozen intermodal containers and chassis lined up in neat rows at the Container
Maintenance Corp. facility. It includes a
10,800-square-foot maintenance shop as
well as container and truck storage space.
Construction began last December in
an area that is near the Sharp Manufacturing plant and that also includes some
residential development bordering the
site. Hardy said she pushed for an aggressive schedule for the facility because of the
jobs – 84 net new jobs in three years.
Hardy said that kind of development
and job production is the contribution
business leaders make to the tax base.
“I hear people talking about PILOTs
and so on. Even with the PILOT they are

going to pay a nice lump sum in taxes,”
Hardy said of payment-in-lieu-of-taxes
and other economic development tax incentives. “This is an investment in our top
line. We have got to improve top line. Yes,
we have to raise taxes, but we have to build
our top line. … We’re making an investment in ourselves and Memphis, which is
increasing our tax base.”
Container Maintenance Corp. is a
42-year-old South Carolina company
owned by Marino Group, which is based
in Staten Island, N.Y. It began as a trucking company and now does most of its
business in the marine and rail sectors,
operating both kinds of terminals.
Marino Group CEO Vince Marino said
he wanted Memphis as a depot location.
The Clarke Road facility is less than a mile
from the BNSF intermodal yard.
“The infrastructure, the Class I railroads, an amazing location,” Marino said,
listing the reasons for picking Memphis
and the Hickory Hill location.
“It promotes good business, which
makes it easy to attract good employees.
We enter into a whole new chapter here.”
It will be a chapter with two locations,
including another intermodal facility
still taking shape in the Frank C. Pidgeon
Industrial Park.
Chism Hardy Investments is moving ahead with construction of another
intermodal facility in the park, scheduled

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Carolyn Hardy, CEO of Chism Hardy Investments, has taken the family company into
the intermodal business. It opened a container maintenance facility in Hickory Hill and
next year will open another facility in the Frank C. Pidgeon Industrial Park.

to open fully in about a year.
That site will have two clients. Container Maintenance will use most of the
33-acre site, with another operator using
the remaining 8.5 acres.
“We are looking at expanding our
transloading business on Presidents
Island, which is a huge opportunity for
Memphis,” Hardy said. “It brings freight
into Memphis that does not exist today.”
Transloading is transferring a shipment
from one type of transportation to another

– in this case by rail or barge to truck or
vice versa. Hardy picked the site because
of the ability and rating of roads in the area
to handle heavier truckloads.
The intermodal business is the latest
chapter in Hardy’s pro-Memphis approach
to business development. It followed her
sale of the old Coors Brewery site – which
she ran as a bottling company for six years
after buying the plant from the beer comhardy continued on P33

Shelby County
Real Estate Road Show
Presented by
Shelby County Trustee David Lenoir
and Shelby County Land Bank
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2013  5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
@ HICKORY HILL COMMUNITY CENTER (3910 Ridgeway)
Shelby County Government owns thousands of properties it needs to SELL. Raw land and
properties zoned COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL and RESIDENTIAL. Come to the next Shelby
County Real Estate Road Show co-sponsored by Shelby County Trustee David Lenoir and
Chandler Reports to learn how to acquire these properties. Attorneys will be on-hand to
address your legal questions.
SPEAKERS:
Trustee David Lenoir will detail the Shelby County Tax Sale process and anti-blight initiative.
Shelby County Land Bank Administrator Dawn Kinard will discuss efforts to market countyowned properties and walk attendees through its GIS-based marketing tool.
COST: FREE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:

August 26, 2013

EVENT IS FREE, but space is limited. Refreshments will be provided,
compliments of Chandler Reports.
RSVP to Chris Sheffield, csheffield@shelbycountytrustee.com

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Sponsored by:
David C. Lenoir
Shelby County Trustee

+
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beale continued from P26

Petties Sentenced to Nine Life Terms
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

M

emphis drug kingpin Craig Petties will be in prison for the rest
of his life for heading a violent
drug organization with direct ties to a
Mexican drug cartel that sold millions of
dollars worth of drugs in a multi-state area
centered in Memphis from 1995 to 2008.
Petties was sentenced Thursday, Aug.
22, by U.S. District Judge Samuel “Hardy”
Mays to nine life prison sentences and 165
years in prison with all of the sentences to
run concurrently.
“Mr. Petties has committed more serious crimes than anyone I have sentenced,”
Mays said. “He organized and was the leader of a massive criminal enterprise. Those
drugs went to destroy untold numbers of
people’s lives.”
Some of the life sentences were mandatory for the crimes Petties pleaded guilty to
in a closed 2009 hearing, one year after his
capture in Mexico and his return to Memphis to face the charges.
Some of the charges had a maximum
life sentence and Mays imposed the
maximum sentence for them and for other
charges including five years for having a
homemade weapon in his prison cell at
Memphis Federal Correctional Institution.
His attorneys did not argue in open
court for a reduction in his sentences. But
they and Assistant U.S. Attorney David
Pritchard met with Mays privately in his
chambers before the sentencing hearing.
Earlier hearings this month saw his attorneys making the case that Petties had cooperated with the investigation and should
receive a lesser sentence for that cooperation. Pritchard argued then the cooperation

only corroborated what other members of
the organization had already told authorities when they entered guilty pleas before
Petties.
“We would allow the court to make
its decision,” defense attorney Jeffrey B.
O’Toole told Mays Thursday. “I think the
court has very little discretion.”
Parts of the case, including Petties’
guilty plea, have been sealed or conducted
in court sessions closed to the public. The
guilty plea wasn’t revealed until more than
a year later.
The counts Petties admitted to in the
federal indictment that underwent six
revisions over the years from its original
2002 single count included the murders of
four of the six people whose murders were
detailed in the charges. He pleaded guilty
to racketeering conspiracy, money laundering conspiracy, drug conspiracy, murder
in the aid of racketeering, kidnapping in
the aid of racketeering and murder for hire
conspiracy.
Petties made a brief statement before
he was sentenced, turning to a courtroom
gallery that included family members such
as the mother of one of the six people he
and those in his organization were accused
of killing.
“I apologize,” he said to a courtroom
that was heavily guarded by the U.S. Marshals Service.
Mays said Petties had accepted responsibility for his crimes with the guilty plea.
“I’m also considering the full record of
this case,” he said. “I have to protect the
public from Mr. Petties. The crimes alone
would suggest that.”

Tigers’ Schedule
Moves to Next Level
Don Wade
Special to The Memphis News

Tigers basketball coach
Josh Pastner expended a lot of
energy stumping for Conference USA in hopes it ultimately would help the University
of Memphis gain a better seed
in the NCAA Tournament.
But it never really worked out
that way.
With the release on
Wednesday of the Tigers’ 20132014 schedule, in their first
season in the new American
Athletic Conference, Pastner

can now just point to the
obvious: The Tigers twice play
defending national champion
Louisville, 2011 champion
Connecticut and potentially
could have eight opponents
that appeared in the last NCAA
Tournament.
“Everyone agrees you have
a better chance of advancing
(in the NCAAs) if you have
a better seed,” Pastner said,
also noting, “This is a high,
high-level basketball league.
… You’re looking at a possible
five, six bids from this league. I
don’t see why not.”
The Tigers begin with

Before imposing the sentence, Mays
heard from Lucy Turner, the mother of Marcus Turner, who was kidnapped, tortured
and killed by the drug organization following the theft of an estimated $4 million
worth of cocaine from one of the organization’s Memphis stash houses.
“He has done so many things,” she said
standing just a few feet from Petties. “He
has damaged so many people.”
After the hearing, Turner said she drove
her granddaughter to school Thursday
morning before coming to Federal Court
and that the child asked if it was the day the
man who killed her father would be sent to
prison.
U.S. Attorney Ed Stanton termed the
Petties organization “the most notorious,
most violent, largest drug organization in
the state of Tennessee.”
“We believe the organization is dismantled,” he said. “This entire community
was a victim.”
He wouldn’t comment on information
from sealed hearings that might indicate
other crimes and said his office is always
looking for leads on other crimes.
“Our work is undone, but this is a day
that we believe justice has been done,”
Stanton said after the hearing.
Mays, at the end of the hearing again
called the crimes “the most serious set of
crimes I’ve ever seen.”
“I hope you have time to think about it.
I think you already have,” he said to Petties.
“There’s not much I can say that’s good. I
think in the last few years, you’ve tried to
come to terms with your responsibility. You
haven’t backed away from it.”

a Nov. 8 exhibition against
Christian Brothers at FedExForum and open the season
for real here on Nov. 14 against
Austin Peay of the Ohio Valley
Conference. On the 19th, they
travel to Stillwater, Okla., and
play highly touted Oklahoma
State in the Old Spice Classic. And on Dec. 17, they’ll
face Florida in an ESPN game
in New York in the Jimmy V
Classic.
In all, the Tigers will appear on national television
in 25 of 31 regular season
games, many on the ESPN
family of networks. On Feb.
8, ESPN Gameday comes to
Memphis for the Tigers’ game
with Gonzaga, which finished as the No. 1 team in the
country in the last Associated
Press poll.
Other home opponents
include conference foes

UConn, Louisville, Cincinnati and Temple. Pastner
called it the Tigers’ best home
schedule “maybe ever.” The
Tigers ranked 11th nationally in attendance last season
and Pastner hopes the Tigers
can at least crack the top 10
this season.
Other highlights:
• Memphis Madness will
be Oct. 18 at FedExForum.
• LeMoyne-Owen College
plays the Tigers at FedExForum on Jan. 18, the first time
a Division II team is on the
regular schedule since CBU in
2001-2002.
• There will be four daynight doubleheaders at FedExForum with the Grizzlies:
On Dec. 7, the Tigers play
Northwestern State at noon
and the Grizzlies play Golden
State at 7 p.m.
On Dec. 28, the Tigers play

though not difficult.”
It was in January that the
federal bankruptcy court case
for control of the Beale Street
entertainment district reached a
key juncture.
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judge
Jennie Latta adopted a settlement in the bankruptcy case
of Performa Entertainment. It
settled the long-standing claim
by Beale Street Development
Corp. that Performa owed it $6
million. Latta ruled Performa
owes the nonprofit nothing.
Wharton talked cautiously
then of seeing some light at
the end of the tunnel. And by
March, he released a city task
force report on next steps the city
should take post-Performa that
city attorney Herman Morris had
ordered sealed in 2010.
Morris remained cautious
this week as he outlined the tentative park agreement the Memphis City Council is scheduled to
vote on next month.
“We’ll be a step closer to
wrapping all of those things up
and we will have the compass set
without creating any other waves
or ripples,” he said. “I’m optimistic and hopeful that we’ll take
this major step forward in beginning the process of bringing that
phase of Handy Park and Beale
Street to a close.”
With that, Wharton wants
to pursue an expansion of the
district, which now takes in three
blocks from Fourth Street to
Second Street.
“I would say our manifest
destiny is to go east of Fourth
Street and west of Second Street,”
Wharton said. “The real Beale.”

Jackson State at 11 a.m. and
the Grizzlies play Denver at 7
p.m.
On March 1, the Tigers play
Louisville at 1 p.m. and the
Grizzlies play Cleveland at 8
p.m.
On March 8, the Tigers play
SMU at 11 a.m. and the Grizzlies play Charlotte at 7 p.m.
• FedExForum will be the
site of the first American Athletic Conference Tournament,
March 12-15.
In other Tiger news, Pastner said they have not heard
from the NCAA regarding Missouri transfer guard Michael
Dixon’s waiver – “we’re in a
holding pattern” – or on freshman guard Pookie Powell’s
academic eligibility. “I’d say it’s
50-50,” he gets in this semester, Pastner said. “Hope to
know something by Friday or
first thing next week.”
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»

happenings
BlackGirlsCODE will host a mobile-app development
workshop for girls ages 13 to 17 Saturday, Aug. 24, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Benjamin L. Hooks Central
Library, 3030 Poplar Ave. The event will also feature tech
chats with women mobile developers. Cost is $35. Visit
blackgirlscode.com.

» Community
Neighborhood Assistance Corp. of America
will host its American Dream Event Friday,
Aug. 23, through Monday, Aug. 26, from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. at Memphis Cook Convention
Center, 255 N. Main St. Counselors and bank
representatives from major lenders will assist
with on-site home loans and loan modifications. Cost is free; walk-ins are welcome. Visit
naca.com.
The Shelby County Trustee’s office will hold
a Project H.O.M.E. (Home Ownership Made
Easier) Financial Literacy workshop Saturday,
Aug. 24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Cunningham Community Center, 3773 Old Allen Road.
Attendees will learn the basics of budgeting,
complete a spending plan and prepare a payment plan with Trustee staff to pay off delinquent taxes. Visit shelbycountytrustee.com.
WKNO will host a preview screening of “The
March,” a documentary about the 1963 March
on Washington, Saturday, Aug. 24, at 2 p.m. in
the WKNO Digital Media Center, 7151 Cherry
Farms Road. Cost is free; reservations are
required. RSVP at wkno.org or call 729-8735.

Dishcrawl will hold Downtown Neighborfood, a self-guided tour of eight Downtown
restaurants within walking distance, Saturday,
Aug. 24, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Check-in at The
Madison Hotel, 79 Madison Ave., between 2
p.m. and 4:30 p.m. to pick up a map. Cost is
$15 and includes one ticket for choice of food
or drink. Visit dishcrawl.com/nf for details.
Duncan-Williams Inc. Investment Bankers
will hold a small-business succession planning luncheon Tuesday, Aug. 27, from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Duncan-Williams, 6750 Poplar
Ave., suite 300. Topics include federal estate
tax laws, choosing a successor, calculating
the fair market value of your business, and
more. Cost is free; space is limited. RSVP to
roland.cole@duncanwilliams.com or 4354277.
Memphis Botanic Garden will host its “European Vacation” Tuesdays on the Terrace wine
tasting, Tuesday, Aug. 27, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the garden, 750 Cherry Road. Tickets are
$25 for members and $35 for nonmembers;
reservations are required. Visit memphisbotanicgarden.com.

spotlight continued from P25

hardy continued from P31

an ever-changing profession. It’s got a lot
of job opportunities,’ and now there are
probably record numbers of accounting
students in most universities. It’s a profession where people are finding jobs.”
His firm keeps in touch with these
eventual accountants through social media and, once hired, the administration has
given them the empowerment to help the
firm become more involved in the community. A young professionals group was
started for those employees under the age
of 35 to provide such input.
“We wanted to get more interested in
community projects and community service, and this group took the ball and ran,”
Griesbeck said.
The result: the firm has done muchneeded work cleaning up area apartment
complexes and is working with Memphis
Athletic Ministries on its golf course.
Reynolds Bone & Griesbeck has seen
two world wars, a Great Depression and a
dot-com bubble come and go. “Continually reinventing yourself” is how Griesbeck
puts it when asked how a firm, or any
business, might stay relevant for nearly a
century. They have had some clients for
more than 50 years, yet, instead of resting
on those laurels, they maintain they’re
in the relationship business and strive to
stay engaged with the community and the
industry.
“It’s interesting to know the history
goes back that far,” Griesbeck said. “You
take pride in the fact that you’re involved
in a business that has gone through those
things and is that old, but at the same time
you know that today, tomorrow and every
day going forward, that you’re continually
having to earn your stripes and do the best
to serve the clients.”

pany she worked for as an executive – to
City Brewing Co. LLC for $30 million.
When Blues City Brewery opened at
the plant in 2012 and had trouble finding
a local workforce, Hardy became involved
in a workforce training effort specifically for the plant. It has since become
the model for finding local workers
for the new Electrolux plant and other
economic development projects the city
has attracted.
That approach continued with Hardy

ford road continued from P14

really push vocabulary, and we have
multiple-meaning words every morning for the entire school. For example,
trip – there are multiple meanings
to the word.”
Reading skills are “an Achilles heel”
for education statewide, Burt said.
“A lot of that has to do with in urban,
inner-city areas. The kids enter school
with that lack of vocabulary that is a pre-

verso continued from P11

revenue declined 9.6 percent to $330.4
million, compared with $365.3 million a year earlier. Company officials
said the sales slump was driven by the
closure of a mill in Sartell, Minn., after
an explosion occurred in May 2012.
The mill was permanently closed in
August 2012.
Despite the paper industry’s dwin-

Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, Aug. 28,
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at DeVry University,
6401 Poplar Ave., sixth floor. The topic is
“Mastermind Principle: Based on the book
‘Think and Grow Rich’ by Napoleon Hill.” Cost
is free. Visit talkshoppe.biz or call Jo Garner at
482-0354.
B.I.G. for Memphis, a business interest group
that brings together Memphis Police colonels
and business leaders, will meet Wednesday,
Aug. 28, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Phelps
Security 4932 Park Ave. Richard Janikowski
and Phyllis G. Betts will present “What Can
Neighborhoods Do About Crime.” Visit
phelpssecurity.com or email bigformemphis@
phelpssecurity.com.
WKNO will host March on Washington online
chats Wednesday, Aug. 28, from 11 a.m. to 8
p.m. in the WKNO Digital Media Center, 7151
Cherry Farms Road. The event will include
screenings of the PBS documentary “The
March” and online chats and hosted discussions about the civil rights movement and
1963 march. Participants can watch from
home or from noon to 6 p.m. at the PoplarWhite Station, North or Whitehaven branch
libraries. Visit wkno.org or call 729-8735 for
details.
The Rotary Club of Memphis East will meet
Wednesday, Aug. 28, at noon at The Racquet
Club of Memphis, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. Greg
Gonzales, commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Financial Institutions, will
speak. Cost is $17. RSVP to Lee Hughes at
lmhughes@bellsouth.net.
Kiwanis Club of Memphis will meet Wednesday, Aug. 28, from noon to 1 p.m. at The
University Club of Memphis, 1346 Central Ave.
Kat Gordon, owner of Muddy’s Bake Shop, will
speak. Cost is $18 for nonmembers.

» THE ARTS
Visible Music College will host Lights Align
in concert Friday, Aug. 23, at 7 p.m. at the college, 200 Madison Ave. Admissions counselors will also be on hand to answer questions
about 2014 enrollment. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Cost is free. Visit visible.edu.
A2H will present Jed Zimmerman in concert
Friday, Aug. 23, from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. in the
company’s gallery, 3009 Davies Plantation
Road. Suggested donation is $15, which
includes drinks and hors d’oeurves. Email
christinab@a2h.com or call 372-0404.
Memphis Botanic Garden will present The
Band Perry as part of the Live at the Garden
Summer Concert Series Friday, Aug. 23, at
8:30 p.m. at the Garden, 750 Cherry Road.
Gates open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $45. Visit
liveatthegarden.com.
Dixon Gallery and Gardens will host its first
Family Night on Saturday, Aug. 24, at 5 p.m.
at the Dixon, 4339 Park Ave. The event will
include art projects and demonstrations, an
interactive performance by Theatre Memphis’
Showagon, live music and mini music lessons from Visible Community Music School.
Admission is free. Visit dixon.org.
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host the
PRIZM Ensemble as part of its Summer Bistro
Music Series Saturday, Aug. 24, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at the bookstore, 387 Perkins Road
Extended. Visit thebooksellersatlaurelwood.
com.
The Indie Memphis Concert Film Series at
the Levitt Shell will feature “Big Star: Live in
Memphis” Saturday, Aug. 24, at dusk at the
shell, 1928 Poplar Ave. in Overton Park. Cost is
free. Visit indiememphis.com.

working to coordinate Industrial Readiness Training at Southwest Tennessee
Community College with Container
Maintenance Corp.’s opening at the
Clarke Road facility. The first class of job
applicants finish their courses Labor Day
week and go directly to apply with Marino
Group for the skilled jobs.
Jeff Browning of Browning Contractors Inc. said the site at 4630 Clarke
Road was a challenge because of how
thickly wooded it was. Some of the older
and taller trees at the edge of the property remain.

Several lakes and ponds that had been
a favorite of neighborhood fishermen
were drained as well.
“I hated to do it,” Browning said as he
talked of giving those around the lake a
few last chances to fish.
“I lowered it gradually, a little and then
a little bit more,” he said.
By the time the last bit of water
was left, Browning said there were no
more fish.
Browning is also the contractor on
the Pidgeon Park site for Chism Hardy
Investments.

requisite. A lot of times it has to do with
the amount of exposure,” he said. “So,
if a kid misses pre-K, they are a certain
number of words behind that kid who
may have been in pre-K, but also that kid
that may have been exposed to a large
vocabulary.”
Some of the lag in reading proficiency numbers statewide is also a
function of the phase- in of Common
Core standards for Tennessee and other
states, and the phase-in emphasized

math initially.
“We’ve got to now put our attention
on reading,” Burt added.
“Here, a strategic amount of time is
centered on reading. We’ve got specialized enrichment intervention time that
is carved into the school day, where it’s
strictly reading intervention and reading
enrichment,” he said. “We also have an
uninterrupted reading block. Even if we
are doing a restroom break in a hallway,
it’s a reading activity.”

dling strength, it’s still a formidable economic power. Based on 2012 sales, the
size of the global coated paper industry
is about $44 billion, Verso said in its most
recent annual Securities and Exchange
Commission filing.
The struggling coated paper company traces its roots to Memphis-based
International Paper Co.
In August 2006, New York-based private equity firm Apollo Global Manage-

ment LLC purchased International Paper
Co.’s coated paper unit for $1.4 billion
and renamed it Verso. By May 2008, Verso
had completed an initial public offering
of stock.
While Verso’s corporate headquarters
is in Memphis, its three paper mills are
located in Maine and Michigan.
As of Dec. 31, Verso employed about
2,200 employees globally, regulatory
filings show.
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Week of 8/12/13 - 8/18/13
crosswords

The Weekly
Crossword
The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Napper's spot
5 Wide
assortment
10 Mixed in with
14 Milky gem
15 To-do list item
16 Cornmeal bread
17 Skin affliction
19 "Not guilty", e.g.
20 Come clean
21 Sign of approval
22 "Barracuda"
band
23 Errand runner
25 Scarce supply
26 Panama, for one
29 Ipanema
person?
30 Old Dodge
31 Part of PTSD
33 Be nosy
36 Give the green
light
37 Cogwheel item
38 Arctic ice mass
39 Sassy talk
40 Pitching prep
41 Greek vowel
42 Highlands
hillside
43 Dali or Kahlo
45 Reach, as a
goal
48 Non-bear bear
49 Pragmatic
believer
50 Summer cooler
51 Fill with joy
55 Feed the kitty
56 Charity event
58 Opinion survey
59 Alpha's opposite
60 Carpet type
61 Deuce topper
62 Inferior to
63 Novice
DOWN
1 Bubbly buy
2 Newspaper
column
3 Sunnybrook of
fiction

1

2

3

by Margie E. Burke

4

5

6

7

17

9

27

31

36

37

32

35

52

53

54

38

40

39

41

42

43

44

48

47

49

50

51

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63
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4 Steve Carell
40 Order in the
48 Group of
film, "Evan
court
experts
______"
42 In a vulgar
50 Become
manner
enraged
5 Make a scene?
6 Sequin
44 Brainchild
52 Drained of color
alternative
45 Grow
53 Salty drop
accustomed
7 Chopper spinner
54 Therefore
8 Desertlike
46 Quartet member 56 Watch
attachment
9 Cry of triumph
47 Boxer's quest
10 Court challenge
57 Inexperienced
11 Grinding tooth
12 Motionless
13 Donne's "____
Answer to Last Week's Crossword
Be Not Proud"
R
A
Z E
M I D S T
H E R S
18 Molecule part
E G I S
I C I L Y
O P A L
22 Linen marking
A U N T
S Y R U P
R I T E
24 Twilled cloth
D E C A M P
E N H A N C E D
25 Like some
T E R M
G U L P
hands
S
E
L
E
N
I
U
M
S T I T C H
26 "White Wedding"
A V E
U N C A P
O P E R A
singer
T U N E R
E M I R
27 Munro pen name L A M E
A D O P T
S T O I C
P E R
28 Mouse catcher
8/12/13
D E -N 8/18/13
I E R
A N C E S T R Y
29 Week
Vim and of
vigor
L A I N
Y O L K
32 Reel holder
A N T E R O O M
C L E R I C
33 Novel idea
T O U C H
T O D O
34 Memory method B E E P
L E N S
E N S U E
C L E W
35 Calendar cycle
E D D Y
R E S E T
H E A L
38 Playoff survivor

Edited by Margie E. Burke
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HOW
TO SOLVE:

HOW TO PLAY


Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the numbers 1

to 9; and each set of 3 by 3

boxes must contain the

numbers 1 to 9.
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46

12
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11
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Sudoku
 

10

18
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45

8

15
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What’s Coming Up
SEPTEMBER 6

CONSTRUCTION

&

DESIGN

SEPTEMBER 13
HEALTH CARE

SEPTEMBER 27
EDUCATION

OCTOBER 11

ARCHITECTS

&

ENGINEERS
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public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated August 31, 2005, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded September 8, 2005, at Book
D796, Page 1 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Mary E Yager and James
L Yager, conveying certain property
therein described to William Graig Hall
as Trustee for ABN AMRO Mortgage
Group, Inc.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on September 9, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
The following described lot or parcel
of land situated in the 12th Civil
District of Fayette County, TN, and
being more particularly described as
follows, to‑wit:
Tract Number 2: Beginning 20 feet
West of center in road at Southeast
corner of the Northeast Quarter Sec‑
tion 18 and ran North 670.0 feet to a
stake 20 feet West of center in road;
thence with the residue of the North‑
east Quarter of Section 18 West 550
feet to a stake at Northwest corner
of the 8.4 acres; thence South with
the residue 686 feet to stake in South
boundary line; thence with the North
boundary line of Lewis East 550 feet
to the Point of Beginning; containing
8.4 acres, more or less.
Less and Except
Being a part of the James L. Yager
8.4 acres as recorded in Deed Book
280, Page 200 in the Fayette County
Register’s Office, Fayette County,
Tennessee and being more particu‑
larly described as follows:
Beginning at a point in Honeysuckle
Road, 200 feet West of centerline,
said point being located 220.83 feet
North of the Southeast corner of James
L. Yager and the Northeast corner of
R. L. Lewis (114/28); thence North
88 degrees 12 minutes 49 seconds
West a distance of 544.95 feet to a
point in the East line of Nancey Hall
(251/808); thence along said East
line North 01 degrees 04 minutes 06
seconds East a distance of 434.81
feet to a point; thence along the
North line of Yager and the South line
of Charles Baker (330/687); South
89 degrees 33 minutes 05 seconds
East a distance of 545.74 feet (called
550.0 feet) to a point in Honeysuckle
Road (20 feet West of centerline);
thence along Honeysuckle Road
South 01 degrees 10 minutes 10
seconds East a distance of 447.54
feet to the Point of Beginning and
containing 5.52 acres.
[Legal Description revised pursuant
to attorney’s affidavit filed May 16,
2013 as Instrument 13003128]
ALSO KNOWN AS: 430 Honeysuckle
Road, Moscow, Tennessee 38057
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the

following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Mary
E Yager; James L Yager; ABN AMRO
Mortgage Group, Inc.; Trustmark Na‑
tional Bank
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
817‑234876
DATED August 7, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 16, 23, 30, 2013
Fin11593

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 4, 2007, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 7, 2007, at Book T1798,
Page 117 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Joyce Jenkins, conveying
certain property therein described to
Atty. Arnold M Weiss, a resident of
Shelby County as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Homecoming Financial, LLC
(fka Homecomings Financial Network,
Inc.), its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on September 12, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number Three Hundred
Twelve (312), Section III, Briar Hill
Subdivision a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 9, at Page 120,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee reference to
which plat is hereby made for a more
particular description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 51 Sedgefield
Drive, Jackson, Tennessee 38305‑
5976
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Joyce
Jenkins
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1455‑230460
DATED August 8, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM

Aug. 16, 23, 30, 2013

Fin11594

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 30, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 5, 2004, at Book T1579,
Page 641 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Franklin L. Compton and
Annie S. Compton, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold M.
Weiss, Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, Inc.
; and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on September 26, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number One Hundred Six
(106), Phase 2, Section 1, Station
Oaks, a Plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 9 at Page 302
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 42 Union Fort Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305‑6484
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens

or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Franklin
L. Compton; Annie S. Compton
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑237656
DATED August 7, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 16, 23, 30, 2013
Fin11596
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated March 25, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same, recorded March 31, 2004, at Book T1568,
Page 492 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Marilyn McBride, conveying
certain property therein described to
Lawyers Title Insurance Corp as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Sunset
Mortgage Company, L.P., its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on September 26, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property here-

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

inafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the Southwest
corner of B.F. Wallace’s lot in the
North margin of Crescent Avenue
at a point 202 feet East of the East
margin of Prospect Avenue; runs
thence West with the North margin
of Crescent Avenue 50 feet to Long’s
Southeast corner; runs thence North
with Long’s East boundary line 150
feet to an alley; thence East with said
valley 50 feet to Wallace’s Northwest
corner; thence South with West line
of said Wallace lot 150 feet to the
point of beginning; in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 143 Crescent
Avenue, Jackson, Tennessee 38301‑
4365
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
Continued on page 36
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Foreclosure Notices
Continued from page 35
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Marilyn
McBride; Wells Fargo Financial Bank;
Norwest Financial Tennessee, Inc.;
Wells Fargo Financial Bank
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑237715
DATED August 7, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 16, 23, 30, 2013
Fin11597
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated August 28, 2007, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same, recorded August 31, 2007, at Book T1810,
Page 1071 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Natarsha Rutherford and
Natarsha Rutherford, conveying certain
property therein described to Atty. Arnold
M Weiss, a resident of Shelby County
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Homecomings Financial, LLC (f/k/a
Homecomings Financial Network, Inc.),
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on September 19, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly

waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number 73 in Section IV
of Skyview Estates, a plat of which
is of record in Plat Book 3, Page 41,
Register’s Office for Madison County,
Tennessee, reference to which is
hereby made far a more complete
description.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 8 Rainbow Cove,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Natarsha
Rutherford; Natarsha Rutherford; Ten‑
nessee Housing Development Agency
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931‑182931
DATED August 16, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 23, 30, Sept. 6, 2013Fin11600
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 2, 2001, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 10, 2001, at
Book T1326, Page 680 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Jerry L. Bingham
and Robin Bingham, conveying certain
property therein described to Kathy Winstead of Knox County as Trustee for A
Mortgage Link Llc; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
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that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on September 19, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the South
margin of the Mifflin Road, said point
being in the Northeast corner of the
Stanford tract; runs thence South
25 degrees 30 minutes West with
Stanford’s East margin a distance of
448 feet to a point; runs thence East
a distance of 350 feet to a. point in
Alvie Bledsoe’s Southwest corner;
runs thence North with Bledsoe’s
West margin, a distance of 428.5
feet to a point in the South margin of
said Mifflin Road; runs thence West
with the South margin of said road
a distance of 180 feet to a point;
runs thence North 76 degrees 45
minutes West 80 feet to the point
of beginning, containing 3.0 acres,
and being a lot on Mifflin Road, as
surveyed by McAlexander Engineer‑
ing on July 11, 1985
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1124 Mifflin Road,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Jerry
L. Bingham; Robin Bingham; P&G Jack‑
son Employees Federal Credit Union;
Discover Bank, Issuer of Discover Card;
Earl Bingham or Successors, Trustee
of The Potter’s House, an Inter Vivos
Land Trust dated June 30, 2011; The
Potter’s House, an Inter Vivos Land
Trust dated June 30, 2011; E Trade
Bank, A Virginia Corporation
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑207555
DATED August 19, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 23, 30, Sept. 6, 2013Fin11599
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated March 27, 2009, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded April 1, 2009, at Book T1854,
Page 1525 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Steven M. Smith
and Aleeta C. Smith, conveying certain
property therein described to John
Clark, a resident of Weakley County as
Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., acting solely as a
nominee for First State Bank and First
State Bank successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 17, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑

see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the East
margin of Chickering Road at the
Northwest corner of Lot Number 194
in Section II of Belle Meade Estates
Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 2, Page 228 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, runs thence North 75
degrees 45 minutes East with the
north line of said Lot Number 194 a
distance of 240 feet, more or less, to
a stake; thence North 25 degrees 15
minutes West a distance of 110 feet
to a stake in the Southeast corner
of Lot Number 196; thence South
75 degrees 45 minutes West with
the South line of said Lot Number
96 a distance of 220 feet to a stake
in the East margin of Chickering
Road; thence South 14 degrees 15
minutes East with the East margin of
Chickering Road a distance of 125
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot Number 195, Section II, of Belle
Meade Estates.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 106 Chickering
Road, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Steven
M. Smith; Aleeta C. Smith; North Star
Capital Acq. LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
817‑225056
DATED August 14, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 23, 30, Sept. 6, 2013Fin11601
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default having been made in
the payment of the debts and obligations
secured by a Deed of Trust executed on
July 16, 1998, by Gale Moore to Sheila
B. Stevenson, Trustee, for the benefit
of National City Mortgage Co. dba Commonwealth United Mortgage Company
and appearing of record in Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee,
in Book T1139, Page 234; and
WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of
said Deed of Trust was last transferred
and assigned to PNC Bank, National
Association and
WHEREAS, PNC Bank, National Association, as the holder of the Note for
which debt is owed, (“Note Holder”),
appointed the undersigned, Priority
Trustee Services of TN, LLC, as Substitute Trustee by instrument filed or to be
filed for record in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, with all
the rights, powers and privileges of the
original Trustee named in said Deed of
Trust; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Tenn. Code
Ann. § 35-5-117, not less than sixty
(60) days prior to the first publication
required by § 35-5-101, the notice of the
right to foreclose was properly sent, if
so required; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as provided in said Deed of Trust by the Note
Holder, and that the undersigned, Priority
Trustee Services of TN, LLC, Substitute
Trustee, or its duly appointed attorneys
or agents, by virtue of the power and

authority vested in it, will on Thursday,
September 19, 2013, commencing at
1:00 p.m. at the Main entrance (North
Door) of the Madison County Courthouse
location in Tennessee, proceed to sell
at public outcry to the highest and best
bidder for cash, the following described
property situated in Madison County,
Tennessee, to wit:
Beginning at a stake in the east margin
of Webber Avenue, 450 feet south of
the south margin of Bryant Street, the
southwest corner of Lot No. 51; runs
thence east with the south margin of Lot
No. 51, 257 feet to a stake; the south
east corner of Lot No. 51; thence south
50 feet to a stake; thence west with the
north margin of Lot No. 49, 257 feet to
a stake in the east margin of Webber
Avenue; thence north and parallel with
the east margin of Webber Avenue 50
feet to the point of beginning. Being
designated as Lot No. 50 of the Bryant
Subdivision, plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 1, Page 109, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
Being the same real estate conveyed
to the grantors herein by deed recorded
in Deed Book 0586, Page 907, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 38 Webber Street,
Jackson, TN 38301
CURRENT OWNER(S): Gale Moore
The sale of the above-described property
shall be subject to all matters shown on
any recorded plan; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements or
set-back lines that may be applicable;
any prior liens or encumbrances as
well as any priority created by a fixture
filing; and any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
Substitute Trustee will only convey any
interest he/she may have in the property
at the time of sale. Property is sold “as
is, where is.”
For every lien or claim of lien of the
state identified above, please be advised notice required by § 67-1-1433
(b)(1) was timely given and that any
sale of the property herein referenced
will be subject to the right of the state
to redeem the land as provided for in §
67-1-1433(c)(1).
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place for
the sale set forth above.
PRIORITY TRUSTEE SERVICES OF TN,
LLC
1587 Northeast Expressway
Atlanta, Georgia 30329
770-234-9181
File No.: 1516713
Web Site: www.JFLegal.com
Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 2013Fin11602

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 4, 2001, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 8, 2001, at Book 941,
Page 208 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed by Rick J. Abrams and
Carol Abrams, conveying certain property
therein described to Thomas F. Baker,
IV as Trustee for First Horizon Home
Loan Corporation d/b/a First Tennessee Home Loans; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 2, 2013 on or
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public notices
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number 2 of Roberts
Estates, Section A, as recorded at
Plat Cabinet D, Slide 110‑B, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 5508 Highway
59 West, Covington, Tennessee
38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Rick
J. Abrams; Carol Abrams
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑167105
DATED July 30, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 2013
Fin11591
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated December 27, 2002, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded January 3, 2003,
at Book 1040, Page 795 in Office of
the Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Christopher
Panel and Ronda Lynn Panel, conveying
certain property therein described to
Kathryn L. Harris P.O. Box 54 Rossville
Fayette County, TN 38066 as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. acting as a separate corporation solely as nominee for Community
Mortgage Corporation and Community
Mortgage Corporation’s successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on September 18, 2013
on or about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 10, Section A, Munford Estates
Subdivision as recorded in the Tipton
County Register’s Office, Plat Cabinet
B, Slide 71‑72 and being more par‑
ticularly described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the West line
of West Drive, said point being 32.48
feet Southwardly from the South line
of Hillview Drive; thence Southwardly
along said West line a distance of
174.41 feet to a corner of Lot 21;
thence Southwestwardly along the
line dividing Lots 21 and 20 from
Lot 10 a distance of 305.80 feet to

a corner of Lot 11; thence Northwest‑
wardly along the line dividing Lots 11
and 10 a distance of 200.0 feet to
a point in the South line of Hillview
Drive; thence Eastwardly along said
South line a distance of 326.26 feet
to a point of curvature; thence on a
curve to the right having a radius of
25 feet to a distance of 45.74 feet
to the point of beginning according to
survey of Larry L. Campbell, License
Number 665 whose address is 866
Ridgeway Loop Road, Memphis, TN,
Dated June 4, 1991.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 55 Hillview Drive,
Munford, Tennessee 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Christopher Panel; Ronda Lynn Panel;
Ronda Lynn Panel
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
817‑220054
DATED July 18, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 2013
Fin11592
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
AND SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
terms and conditions of payments, pursuant to a certain Deed of Trust executed
by Rex Pettijohn and Jane Fenton, both
unmarried, to Trace Robbins, Trustee,
dated the 25th day of July, 2007 and
being of record in Book 1356, page 163,
Register’s Office for Tipton County, Tennessee, referred to herein as the deed
of trust, which conveyed certain real
property, appurtenances, estate, title
and interest therein in trust to secure the
indebtedness described therein, which
indebtedness is now due and unpaid and
has been declared in default by the lawful owner thereof, Beneficial Tennessee,
Inc. Appointment of Substitute Trustee
having been duly executed by the holder
of the note and beneficiary of said Deed
of Trust, and appointing William Timothy
Hill as Substitute Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, William Timothy
Hill, Trustee, pursuant to the said Deed
of Trust, having been requested by the
owner and holder of said indebtedness
so to do, by virtue of the authority and
power vested in me by said deed of trust
and appointing of Substitute Trustee
will on the 30th day of August, 2013,
at 12:00 noon, on the front door of the
Tipton County Courthouse, Covington,
Tennessee, sell at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash (or credit upon
the indebtedness secured, if the holder
is the successful purchaser) the following described property located in Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 9, Section B, Strong Subdivision,
as shown on plat of record in Plat
Cabinet A, Slide 170 in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plan reference is hereby made
for a more complete and accurate
description.
BEING the same property conveyed to
Rex Pettijohn and Jane Fenton, T/I/C,
by deed recorded 8/7-2 in Book 1015,
page 488, in the Register of Deeds Office for Tipton County, Tennessee.
This is improved property known as
65 Laverne, Atoka, TN.
If there is any discrepancy with the
street address, the legal description
will control.
At the time of this publication, the §
35‐5‐117 notice of the right to foreclose
was timely forwarded. The sale of the
property described in said Deed of Trust

shall be subject to any and all instrument
of record, prior liens, encumbrances,
deeds of trust, easements, restrictions,
building lines, unpaid taxes, assessments, penalties and interest, if any. All
right and equity of redemption, homestead, dower and all other exceptions are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
and the title is believed to be good, but
the Substitute Trustee will convey and
sell only as Substitute Trustee. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day or time certain without
further publication, upon announcement
at the time for the above.
This is an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Other interested parties: LVNV Funding, LLC
This 31st day of July, 2013.
William Timothy Hill, Substitute
Trustee
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 2013
Fin11590
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated February 27, 2004, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded March 3, 2004, at Book 1124,
Page 819 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Margaret J. Raines, conveying certain property therein described to
Jeanine B. Saylor as Trustee for 1st Trust
Bank for Savings; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 2, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 36, McLister Place Subdivision,
as recorded at Plat Cabinet G, Slide
72, in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee to which plat

reference is hereby made for a more
particular description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 152 Royal Oaks
Drive, Brighton, Tennessee 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens or
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter
that an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose. In addition, the following
parties may claim an interest in the
above-referenced property: Margaret J.
Raines; Erin Capital Management, LLC
Assignee of Providian National Bank
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑100457
DATED August 8, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 16, 23, 30, 2013
Fin11595
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated September 30, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded October 6, 2008,
at Book 1413, Page 702 in Office of
the Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by John Spicer,
conveying certain property therein described to Charles E. Tonkin, II as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Mortgage
Investors Group, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 2, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 8, Campground Acres, Section A
as recorded at Plat Cabinet E, Slide
51 of the Tipton County Register’s
Office to which reference is hereby
made for a more particular descrip‑
tion of said Lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 4776 Campground
Road, Munford, Tennessee 38058‑
3463
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: John
Spicer
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑237758
DATED August 8, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Aug. 16, 23, 30, 2013
Fin11598
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Team Must Strive
To Bridge New, Old

F

rom MemFix to MemShop to Night Market,
it is possible to do more
than imagine what a
streetscape with locally
owned small businesses
and lots of foot traffic might look like.
The three efforts aimed to show
the possibilities for small businesses
by getting them in storefronts on a
temporary basis are bearing fruit in a
number of ways. It’s a tactic that easily lends itself to the term “economic
gardening.”
But before we get caught up in
buzzwords and pie-in-the-sky possibilities, let’s keep a realistic view of
what these efforts are about. They
are a chance for a building owner or
developer to see how a small-business
tenant could fare if given a chance.
Will customers come to the area?
What will they do when they come to
the area? How long will they stay? Will
they just look around and leave without opening their wallets?
These are still business decisions
that the city’s Innovation Delivery
Team is facilitating for a purpose that
goes beyond the bottom line of a retail
operation. The team’s broader goal is
to bring life back to communities, including small business and residential
development.
There will inevitably be tensions
about what new life means for old
areas. But our hope is this movement
will also work on a coexistence of new
and old. The bridge between the two is
realizing the places Memphians have

to live by circumstance do not have to
be places the rest of us avoid or seek to
isolate our contact with.
Soulsville’s retail center has
struggled to find something as basic
as a supermarket in an area that is a
food desert. The talks have continued through a recession and a series
of Memphis Symphony concerts in
what is still planned as a supermarket.
Meanwhile, the school children you
will see coming and going to school
any weekday morning and afternoon attend the Soulsville charter
school just across McLemore. And
that is just around the corner from
the new residence hall at LeMoyneOwen College.
Can that kind of momentum
and promise extend to Mississippi
and Walker and a business with the
heritage and tradition of the Four
Way Grill?
We certainly hope it can. Because
we believe the path that grows to
include the Four Way Grill also works
going the other way to bring even
more people into an already bustling
area that is ripe for retail.
The Innovation Delivery Team
has defined risk in terms of the dollar
figure that is the difference between
getting into a storefront or not. It then
becomes a tangible point on which to
make a specific decision.
These areas are at or near the
point of specific business decisions
that can lead to more decisions that
can then create new life and revive
long held hopes.

Views of Memphis
MEMPHASIS

dan conaway

SURPRISE. THERE’S A BOOK.
A couple of years ago, friend Willy
Bearden – storyteller, writer, historian, filmmaker and lead singer in the
Earnestine & Hazel House Band – and
I worked on a project for Elmwood
Cemetery. Willy scripted and produced a
combination walking/driving tour of that
magic ground and I voiced it, spending
hours poring over the script with Willy
and recording every word of it. Having
not heard the final edit, I picked up the
CD at Elmwood and slipped it into the
player in my car. My voice proceeded to
guide me among the storied stones and

souls, telling those stories, and causing
me to say to myself, time and time again
as I listened, “That’s interesting, I didn’t
know that.”
And I didn’t. It was brand-new information.
If you have ADD tendencies, trust
me, making ads is a good way to make
a living. You already think in what you
think are clever 30-second bursts,
you’re intensely interested in everything until anything else comes along,
you move deftly along the surface of
any subject able to change the subject
at the first threat of depth, and you’re
terrific at cocktail parties, presentations
and other events that begin and end
within an hour.
And you’re very often surprised by
things you’ve done; first because you’ve
forgotten you did them, second because
sometimes they’re not bad, and third
because someone else likes them.

In Search of Brain Fitness
touting each item mentioned for its benefiIn an article titled “Mentally Fit” in the
cial impact on mental health.
July 29, 2013, issue of The New Yorker, PaFrom the Cottage Center for Brain Fittricia Marx writes, “[A] study of six hundred
ness in Santa Barbara to Washington’s Neoand seventy-eight elderly nuns analyzed
CORTA, Marx reports on just about every
essays they’d written in their twenties and
new-age item or service being offered in the
found that the sisters who had used the
“staving off dotage” industry. She experimost linguistically complex sentences
ences dance-movement class, brain fittended to have the lowest inciness questionnaires, the working lab of
dence of Alzheimer’s, which is
a neuroscientist who hopes to develop
why I’ve added this unnecessary
the “first therapeutic FDA-approved
subordinate clause even though
videogames,” and more.
it’s been a long time since I was
How did the author fare in
in my twenties.”
the end? I’m going to share what
Now, that’s my kind of senshe wrote, but you must read
tence. It’s a great article, too.
VIC FLEMING the article to fully appreciate it.
Don’t not read it just because
I SWEAR “Judging from the … questiona 500-word column was writnaires I filled out … my mood
ten about it. The New Yorker
brightened, my sleep was more restful, and I
is the best literary value on the market, in
felt more confident. I may also have become
my opinion. They have great back-up as
a bigger liar on questionnaires, but that was
well. As I was starting to write this piece, I
realized my copy of the magazine was in one not evaluated.” In Marx’s article are answers
to questions I imagine we all are asking
location, and I was sitting in another, across
more and more as the years roll by. They are
town. Having trouble accessing the archives
not necessarily anything akin to the types of
online, I called Conde Nast customer service. The person with whom I spoke, after an answers we may have hoped for. They are
certainly not answers in the yes/no mode,
unsuccessful effort to help me access the
so if your questions are worded in that fasharchives, suggested she fax me the article.
ion, go back and edit them now.
Which she then did!
And if somehow you don’t do as I advise
Marx, author of two novels, sizes up
– by failing to remember to read Marx’s
the industry that has grown up around the
article – then at least do
notion that we might
yourself the favor now
somehow fend off or
of clipping the followminimize dementia by
ing quotation from her
this, that, or the other
Fleming’s weekly puzzle Page 34
article and taping it to
activity. “A 2011 survey,”
your bathroom mirror:
she writes, “found that
“It’s hard to be both scientist and lab
baby boomers were more afraid of losrat.”
ing their memory than of death.” So, Marx
That, too, is my kind of sentence. (I can
wonders, “Should I get out a crossword?
make a puzzle out of that quip! Watch for it.)
Learn to play bridge? Chew gum? Take a
Vic Fleming is a district court judge in
nap? Drink more coffee? Eat blueberries?”
Little Rock.
Yes, there is a study out there somewhere

I Swear Crossword

So when Nautilus Publishing in Oxford said they wanted to do a book of my
columns, I was surprised. In fact, when
Neil White, owner and noted author
in his own right, told me, I believe my
response was, “No s--t?”
When the columns they picked for
the book aligned with my list of favorites,
I was surprised again.
But most of all, I was surprised and
amused and humbled by the pull
quotes – something pulled
from each column and
highlighted – that Neil and his
folks thought best represented
my thoughts.
As you might imagine, they
were brand-new information.
Here are a few.
“We’re known the world over
for the beat of our mojo, for the
depth and breadth of our creativity, the
warmth of our hospitality, and as the
most giving city of our size anywhere.
Yet, if you listen to us, you’d never know
it.” Page 3
“The truth of what you see every

day in Memphis is better than the fiction
other cities have to come up with to
make them interesting.” Page 23
“Where is the Memphis that asked
you to not just listen to the music but to
write it?” Page 128
“Catholics, Jews, Protestants,
agnostics and atheists worship there
every weekend, packing the lobby, and
filling the cracked vinyl booths and badmotel-restaurant chairs like pews.”
Page 183
“Sharing a trail can give
new meaning to sharing views.”
Page 199
The book, “I’m a Memphian,”
comes out in October. Hope
you’ll get one. Or twenty. If
you do, I’ll be grateful. And
surprised.
I’m a Memphian, and I love sharing
that with you.
Conaway is a lifelong Memphian,
longtime adman and aspiring local character in a city known for them. Reach him
at dan@wakesomebodyup.com.
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Invite You to...

and

The Mad Hatter’s:

Bet Against Breast Cancer
Must
Tickets go on sale NOW!
$75 each plus VIP Tickets and Reserved Tables Available be 21!

901.322.2984

www.WingsCancerFoundation.org/BABC
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Saturday, September 21, 2013
Won derlan d!

7pm to 11 pm

The Memphis Zoo

Drink Me!Wine Pull plus Live Auction

featuring O’s Custom Painted St. Blues Guitar!
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Gary Escoe’s Atomic Dance Machine
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with a Mad Hatter Twist!
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Will Be W
Celebrity Hosts Scheduled to Appear: U of M Tigers Coach Josh Pastner, Rockey the Redbird, Sirius XM’s George Klein, West Clinic
Docs, Pink Heals Memphis/Mid-South, FOX 13’s Valerie Calhoun, Joey Sulipeck, Greg Coy, Darcy Thomas & Earle Farrell, LOCAL
24’s Joyce Peterson, WMC TV’s Ursula Madden, WREG’s Marybeth Conley, Q107.5’s Liz Luedeman, CJ Lusk and Chris Taylor,
WKQK’s Steve Conley and Emcee – Ron Childers/WMC TV and Auctioneer – John Murphy/St. Dominic School

Why Bet Against Breast Cancer?
By joining us at Bet Against Breast Cancer, you will help fund Wings’ Lymphedema and
Form Fitting Programs for breast cancer survivors. Form Fitting provides breast prostheses
and bras post mastectomy, while the Lymphedema program provides compression
garments for those with lymphedema, a pooling of fluid in the arm. All of Wings programs
and services are offered free of charge to anyone touched by cancer.

Le Fleur

Joseph C. DeWane, MD

Sandy Nichols, Paulsen’s Printing, Path Forward IT, Temperature Inc., Lifesigns: The Prevention Group,
Women’s Care Center of Memphis, The West Clinic
L’Ecole Cullinaire, Highland Capital Management, LLC, Dr. Lou Adams – Plastic Surgery Group of Memphis,
Dr. Alyssa Throckmorton, Reg & Virginia Steele

Memphis Health + Fitness, Memphis Magazine, At Home Memphis & Mid South, Memphis Flyer, Memphis Parent, MBQ
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SEMINAR
SERIES
SEMINAR
SERIES
2013
CARE
2013 HEALTH
HEALTH
CARE
STATE
OF THE INDUSTRY
STATE OF THE INDUSTRY

Thursday, September 19th

@ 3:30 PM, Brooks Museum Of Art Auditorium
1934 Poplar Ave • Memphis, TN 38104

Join us foR a CoMpRehensive oveRvieW of the state of the
health CaRe industRy. ouR panel of industRy expeRts Will take
an in-depth look at the tRends, Challenges, oppoRtunities &
outlook foR the futuRe.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Reginald W.
CoopWood,
M.d. President/CEO
Regional Medical Center

Dr. Reginald W. Coopwood is currently the President and CEO
of Regional Medical Center, the position he has held since
March 1, 2010. Prior to moving to Memphis, Dr. Coopwood was
the CEO of the Metropolitan Nashville Hospital Authority. A
board certified surgeon, Dr. Coopwood served as Associate
Clinical Professor of Surgery at Vanderbilt University School
of Medicine and Associate Professor of Surgery at Meharry
Medical College. He currently is on the faculty of the University
of Tennessee in the Department of Surgery.
The concerted spirit that Dr. Coopwood inspires in those at
Regional Medical Center and across our city is remarkable. His
giving, compassionate approach has had a positive impact on
both the health system and the community it serves. His work at
Regional Medical Center is complemented by his commitment
to the health and well-being of the individuals in our community.

sponsored by:

SEATING IS LIMITED – REGISTER ONLINE NOW
http://seminars.memphisdailynews.com

