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This week in Memphis history:

>>>>> 2012: Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell was among those reacting
to a legal motion by the Shelby County Commission to stop the move by
suburban leaders to form their own municipal school districts. Luttrell
said he wasn’t surprised by the motion but was “shocked” by the commission’s claim that the suburban school districts would amount to a
racial resegregation of public schools in Shelby County.

>>>>> 2008: Chamberlain & McCreery Inc. landed a $12 million contract to
build 73 new homes at the Naval Support Activity base in Millington.

>>>>> 1993: On the front page of The Daily News, Trinity Lakes Apartments
at Germantown Parkway and Macon Road sold by TFA Properties Inc.
to Trinity Lakes Apartments Limited Partnership, of Arkansas, for $7.8
million.

>>>>> 1956: Elvis Presley performed at Russwood Park as the headliner in
a benefit show for the Cynthia Milk Fund. Days earlier he had appeared
on the Steve Allen variety television show and followed that with an
RCA recording session where he recorded “Hound Dog,” a tune he and
his band had been performing for some time and which he performed
on the Steve Allen Show. Presley drew a crowd of 7,000 to the daylong
show at Russwood Park, which was twice the crowd that showed up the
same day for a segregationist rally at the Overton Park Shell featuring
then U.S. Senator from Mississippi James Eastland.
Source: “Last Train To Memphis” by Peter Guralnick

Georgia-Pacific Converting
Buckeye Deal to Merger
Georgia-Pacific is converting its acquisition of Buckeye Technologies Inc. to
a merger that requires a shareholder vote
because of regulatory inquiries.
Georgia-Pacific LLC, a privately held
paper, packaging and building products
company, said Wednesday, June 26, that
it was converting to a “long form” merger
from a pending acquisition because of a
second request from the Justice Department for details about Buckeye’s nonwovens business.
The Atlanta company also said that it
was ending the tender offer related to the
transaction.
Georgia-Pacific announced in April
that it had reached a deal to buy Buckeye
for about $1.46 billion.
Buckeye, which is based in Memphis,
runs manufacturing plants in the U.S. and
Germany. It makes and markets specialty
fibers and nonwoven materials made from
wood and cotton.
Those products are used in personal
hygiene products, disposable diapers,
engine air and oil filters, napkins, cleaning
supplies, baby wipes and a series of other
goods.
Earlier this month Georgia-Pacific said
that it received another request from the
Federal Trade Commission and the antitrust division of the Justice Department for
more information and documents related
to the Buckeye acquisition. The FTC and

antitrust unit had asked for more information and documentation on Buckeye’s
nonwovens business, with the companies
saying that they would continue to work
with both parties.
A long form merger is when more than
the minimum number of shares – but less
than 90 percent – are tendered in an offer.
In such an instance, shareholders must
vote in favor of the deal for it to close. In a
short form merger, 90 percent or more of
the shares are tendered and no shareholder vote is needed.
The companies said that Buckeye
will hold a special shareholders meeting
promptly to vote on the merger agreement. At least 75 percent of Buckeye’s
outstanding stock must be voted in favor
of the deal.
If the transaction is approved, Buckeye
shareholders will receive $37.50 per share
in cash. This is the same amount they
would’ve received in the tender offer.

Holder to Retire From
Tennessee Supreme Court
Tennessee Supreme Court Justice
Janice M. Holder of Memphis announced
Wednesday, June 26, that she will retire
from the court effective Aug. 31, 2014.
The retirement date is the end of Holder’s current eight-year term and means
she will not seek re-election in the judicial
retention races on the August 2014 ballot.
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“It has been my privilege to serve the
people of Tennessee as a trial judge and
Supreme Court justice, and an honor to
have been selected by my fellow justices as
the first female chief justice in our state’s
history,” Holder said in a news release.
She notified Gov. Bill Haslam by letter
that she will not seek re-election in the
August 2014 judicial retention election.
Holder, a former Shelby County
Circuit Court judge, was appointed to the
Supreme Court in December 1996 and
elected in August 1998 and then re-elected
in 2006.
In 2008 she became the first woman
to serve as chief justice of the Tennessee
Supreme Court.
She is the third woman to serve on the
high court. She held the position of chief
justice from September 2008 to August
2010.

Zacks Equity Rates First
Horizon at Neutral
Zacks Equity Research has reiterated
a neutral recommendation on Memphisbased First Horizon National Corp., the
parent company of First Tennessee Bank.
The research company cited improved
credit quality metrics at First Horizon
coupled with the downside of declining
revenues. First Horizon currently has a
Zacks rank of “hold.”
“Despite the macroeconomic pressure,
First Horizon’s credit quality continues to
normalize,” according to Zacks. “Credit
metrics consistently improved in 2012 as
the overall financial condition of businesses and consumers strengthened and the
housing market improved in many areas.
Going forward, we expect asset quality to
improve with continuous reserve releases.
“We are also impressed with the company’s cost-control measures, which have
aided in improving bottom-line performance amid the sluggish macroeconomic
environment. Moreover, we believe that
the company’s solid capital levels will offer
flexibility regarding capital deployment
as well as other strategic acquisitions in
Tennessee or its adjacent markets that
will be accretive to growth. … We are also
concerned about the company’s top-line
growth and margins, which continue to be
impacted by the low rate environment and
sluggish economic recovery. Further, First

Horizon’s significant exposure to problem
loan categories, such as industrial and
commercial mortgages, is another problem. Additionally, regulatory issues will
limit the company’s flexibility with respect
to business investments.”

Magna Bank Honored
For SBA Lending
Magna Bank has been named Community Bank of the Year by dollar value for its
Small Business Administration lending.
It’s the third-straight year the bank has
been recognized by the Tennessee SBA for
its lending practices. Magna awarded a
SBA loan volume of $13.2 million during
fiscal year 2012, up $1 million from fiscal
year 2011.
The dollar amount of SBA loans Magna
awarded in 2012 was more than any other
community bank in the state.
In addition to SBA lending, Magna also
provides business banking services that
include commercial banking, multi-unit
lending and construction lending.

City of Memphis
Inspection Stations Close
The city’s motor vehicle inspection
stations close permanently Friday, June 28,
at 3 p.m.
The administration of Memphis Mayor
A C Wharton Jr. confirmed the closings
Thursday, June 27, as workers at the stations prepare for either layoffs or to transfer to other city departments.
The stations are closing because last
year the Memphis City Council voted to
end all funding of the inspection services
and the stations effective at the end of the
current fiscal year. The fiscal year ends
June 30.
Meanwhile, there has been no resolution to talks among the city, Shelby County
government and the state of Tennessee
on who will continue to do the emissions
testing required by the federal Environmental Protection Agency as one of several
options for meeting air quality standards.
Council members voted to end the
funding because they contend it isn’t fair
that Memphis vehicle owners are required
to get the inspection and vehicle owners in

the county outside the city are not.
The Friday closing is an early deadline
for Memphis vehicle owners whose tags
expire at the end of June.
But for those with July tags and beyond, Shelby County Clerk Wayne Mashburn will renew vehicle registrations without requiring the notice that the vehicle
passed inspection.

30-Year Mortgage Rate
Hits 2-Year High
The average U.S. rate on a 30-year fixed
mortgage surged this week to 4.46 percent,
the highest in two years.
The increase from a 3.93 percent average last week was the largest one-week
jump in 26 years, according to a report
Thursday from mortgage buyer Freddie
Mac. And it shows the Federal Reserve’s
hints that it might slow its bond purchases
this year are already affecting consumers.
In the short run, a spike in rates could
prompt more people to buy homes, giving the housing recovery an added boost.
That’s because would-be buyers would
want to lock in the rates before they rise
further.
But if rates continue to climb, eventually some buyers might feel priced out.
That could slow homes sales at a crucial
time.
Interest rates have jumped after Fed
Chairman Ben Bernanke said on June 19

weekly digest

that the Fed could slow its bond purchases
later this year if the economy strengthens.
Since Bernanke’s comments, the yield on
the 10-year Treasury note has risen to a
two-year high. Mortgage rates tend to track
the yield on the Treasury note.
Freddie Mac also said the average on
the 15-year mortgage rose to 3.50 percent
from 3.04 percent last week. That’s the
highest since August 2011.
Mortgage rates remain low by historical
standards. Still, the impact on buyers’ wallets in just the past two months is striking.
A buyer who locked in a 3.35 percent
rate in early May on a $200,000 mortgage will pay $881 a month, according to
Bankrate.com. Another buyer who gets a
4.46 percent rate this week on a mortgage
of the same amount will pay $1,008 a
month.
The difference: $127 more a month, or
$45,720 over the lifetime of the loan. The
figures don’t include taxes, insurance or
initial down payments.

Fed Officials Seek
To Calm Markets
Federal Reserve officials sought
Thursday to calm investors by assuring
them the Fed won’t start trimming its bond
purchases until the economy has strengthened. They said any pullback in the Fed’s
stimulus will hinge on the economy’s
performance, not a calendar date.
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The Fed is buying $85 billion a month
in bonds to try to keep long-term interest
rates low to spur borrowing and spending.
Chairman Ben Bernanke jolted investors last week when he said the Fed will
likely slow its bond buying this year if the
economy continues to improve.
William Dudley, president of the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York, said
Thursday that if the economy proves
weaker than the Fed forecasts, he expects
the bond purchases to continue.
The Fed’s timetable for its bond purchases depends on its outlook for the job
market and the economy, Dudley stressed
at a news conference in New York.
Jerome Powell, a member of the Fed’s
board in Washington, said investors appear to have incorrectly concluded that the
Fed will taper its purchases soon.
A third Fed official, Dennis Lockhart,
president of the Atlanta Fed bank, said
Thursday that “the pace of purchases, the
composition of purchases and the ultimate
size of the Fed’s balance sheet still depend
on how economic conditions evolve.”

3 West Tennessee Towns
Receive TDOT Grants
City leaders in Humboldt, Milan and
Trenton, Tenn., were awarded state transportation grants Wednesday, June 26, for
downtown improvement projects.
In each case, the grants, which empha-

size pedestrian or bicycle pathways, are for
the latest phases on ongoing projects.
Trenton city leaders were awarded
$525,469 for the second phase of Trenton
Trail that adds sidewalks along with new
signage and traffic calming devices. The
trail highlights Civil War sights.
Humboldt’s $396,248 grant is for a
project that includes sidewalks and curbs
in Humboldt’s business district as well as
pedestrian lighting and stamped concrete
driveways.
In Milan, the $392,052 grant funds new
sidewalks, crosswalks, bicycle racks and
landscaping for southwest Front Street in
the town’s Downtown area.
The grants were announced by Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam and Tennessee
Transportation Commissioner John
Schroer. Schroer’s department administers
the funding, which comes from a federal
transportation program.

South Memphis Celebrates
New Farmers Market
On Thursday, June 26, Memphis community leaders will celebrate the completion of a new facility that will house the
South Memphis Farmers Market.
The redeveloped green grocer is at
1400 Mississippi Blvd. and includes a
demonstration kitchen that will help
educate the community about healthy
eating, organic products and healthy food

preparation.
The South Memphis Farmers Market
opened in 2010 as a collaborative organization run by South Memphis residents,
The Works Inc. and the University of
Memphis.
The $1.2 million community effort
relies on funding from a variety of sources,
including the Plough Foundation, the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Health and Human Services, and
various local agencies and organizations.
Roshun Austin, the president and CEO
of The Works Inc., a community development organization that focuses on South
Memphis, says the South Memphis Farmers Market helps eliminate a food desert,
while supporting the redevelopment of the
South Parkway commercial corridor.
Studies show people that live in communities without supermarkets, often
dubbed food deserts, have higher rates of
obesity, diabetes and other diet-related
health problems. The market is open
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Visible Music College,
Saint Blues Team Up
Visible Music College and Saint Blues
Guitars are teaming up to spread the word
about Memphis music.
The institutions will give away four
Delta Blues Box guitars this summer at
music festivals, where a team of Visible

Music College students also will be recruiting for the college.
The students arrived in Mineral City,
Ohio, in recent days for Alive Christian
Music Festival, and they’ll hit festivals in
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Minnesota
before coming back to Memphis in late
July.
Visible Music College has recruited
heavily at Christian summer music festivals since its launch.
The partnership with Saint Blues
Guitars was dreamed up by Visible Music
College supporter and roots music aficionado Tim Price, who also donated a Saint
Blues Blindsider guitar to the school for
permanent use by students in the guitar
program.

Gov. Haslam Creates
COO Position in Cabinet
Republican Gov. Bill Haslam has hired
on a former IBM executive to become the
state’s chief operating officer, a new Cabinet-level position in his administration.
Haslam announced Tuesday that Greg
Adams’ role as COO will be to promote
efficiency and effectiveness in operations
with state departments. He starts his new
job on July 8.
Adams spent 37 years at IBM, most recently as a managing director in the company’s financial services sector. His career
with IBM also included stints in Knoxville
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and Nashville. He later served in a variety
of senior management roles in Tokyo, New
York and Atlanta.
Adams holds a bachelor’s degree in
engineering from Princeton and a master’s
in science and management from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The new position pays $165,000 per
year.

Fitch Upholds A Rating On
Memphis International
Fitch Ratings upheld its A rating on
Memphis International Airport bonds following Delta Air Lines’ announcement that
it will end connecting activity at the airport
Sept. 3.
Earlier this month, Moody’s Investors
Service downgraded the rating on the
airport’s outstanding revenue bonds to A3,
from A2, and revised its investor outlook to
stable, from negative.
While Fitch Ratings held its A bond
rating on the Memphis-Shelby County
Airport Authority’s outstanding $394.8 million in revenue bonds, the New York-based
research service revised the rating outlook
to negative, from stable.
Analysts attributed the rating outlook
downgrade to Delta’s recent move to end
all remaining connecting activity at the
airport and said annual enplanements
may fall below 1.8 million, leaving the
airport more reliant on non-airline and
cargo revenue.
Fitch warned Memphis International’s
rating likely will be downgraded unless the
airport can maintain healthy debt service
coverage through increasing origination
and destination traffic, boosting airline
rates and charges, and decreasing expenses.

Potter Resets Hearing For
Nineteenth Century Club
Environmental Court Judge Larry Potter said Monday, June 24, that he hopes
the new owners of the historic Nineteenth
Century Club building on Union Avenue
will preserve the decaying structure.
“It is my fervent hope what we will see
is an effort to save the structure,” he said.
Potter was addressing John Lee, a

partner in the business entity, The Union
Group LLC, that purchased the building at
auction in January for $550,000.
Lee said the controlling partner in the
group, Shon Lin, did not appear in court
because he did not speak English well.
Potter reset the hearing for Monday, July 1,
and said if Lin, who operates three restaurants in the Memphis area, did not appear
in court he would assess a $150 fine for
each day Lin does not appear.
“I’m unhappy with the fact Mr. Lin decides to ignore a court summons because
he’s not confident in his English,” Potter
said.
The owners of the historic property
have been cited for owning or maintaining
a dangerous or neglected building, including rotting wood, broken windows and a
deteriorated roof. Power lines to the building have been severed and Potter warned
Lee that the building should not be altered
in any way until Lin appears in court.
“I do not want any significant steps,
work or anything done without Mr. Lin being before this court,” Potter said.
The stately but decaying property ay
1433 Union Ave. was built in 1907 by Rowland Jones, a Memphis lumber king.
In 1926, the 15,813-square-foot house
that is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places was acquired by the
Nineteenth Century Club, a philanthropic
women’s organization.
The Union Group won a competitive
bidding process in January, beating out a
group that offered $350,000 and wanted to
turn the property into a women’s business center. The three-story, wood frame
structure is commercially zoned and sits
on 1.2 acres at Union between Kimbrough
and Cleveland streets.

Tenet Healthcare Buying
Vanguard Health for $1.8B
Tenet Healthcare Corp. is buying Vanguard Health Systems Inc. for about $1.8
billion, helping to expand its service offerings and broaden its geographic reach, the
company has announced.
Tenet, owner of Saint Francis Hospitals
in Bartlett and Memphis, will pay $21 per
share, a 70 percent premium to Vanguard
Health’s Friday closing price of $12.37.
Shares of Vanguard Health soared
$8.14, or 65.8 percent, to $20.51 in premar-

The more we invest in
children from birth to 3
the better crop of
teenagers we’ll get.

Go to TUCI.org for a copy of the Parents Guide to Kindergarten Readiness.

weekly digest

FROM THE BLOG
Gasol Foundation Seeks Logo Help
Editor’s Note: “From the Blog” is a weekly feature that highlights
some of the enterprising work our staff and contributors post on The
Daily News blog, blog.memphisdailynews.com.
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

T

he Gasol Foundation is hosting a contest running through
July 14 in which it’s asking for fans to help come up with a

design for the foundation’s logo.
From the foundation:
“To enter your logo into the contest, send a tweet with a
link to your original logo you have designed for the foundation to @GasolFoundation using the #GasolLogo hashtag, or
post a link to your logo on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/GasolFoundation.
The mission of the Gasol Foundation is to empower young
people to live healthier lives, so keep that in mind as you work
on your design. Pau and Marc will select their favorite, and the
winning artist will be awarded a signed Marc Gasol jersey, a
signed Pau Gasol jersey, and a basketball signed by both Marc
and Pau! We can’t wait to see the designs that you come up
with! … Good luck!”

ket trading Monday.
The companies said Monday that the
transaction also includes $2.5 billion in
debt and value the entire deal at $4.3 billion. Following the acquisition, Tenet will
own 79 hospitals and 157 outpatient facilities. It currently has 49 hospitals and 126
outpatient facilities.
Both boards unanimously approved
the deal, which is expected to close before
year’s end.
Tenet expects annual savings of $100
million to $200 million and for the acquisition to add to earnings in the first year.
Nashville-based Vanguard Health
said that its founder, Chairman and CEO

Charlie Martin, will join Tenet’s board.
Vanguard’s vice chairman, Keith Pitts, will
continue in that position at Tenet.

Central Defense Security
Raises Money for Camps
Central Defense Security, a leading
provider of business, retail and warehouse
security, raised more than $10,500 to
support the Memphis Parks and Neighborhoods’ Summer Day Camp program,
which is hosted at community centers
around the city.
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Over NSA Claims

PHOTOGRAPHER

LANCE MURPHEY

Weekly features, spot news
streetshooter@live.com

To reach our editorial department, e-mail:
editorial@thememphisnews.com or call: 901-523-1561

The Daily News is supportive, including in some case
being on the boards of, the following organizations:
Literacy Mid-South, Grace St. Luke's Episcopal
School, Wolf River Conservancy, Ronald McDonald
House, Great Outdoors University, Tennessee Wildlife
Federation, Temple Israel, St. Jude's, St George's
Independent Schools, Shelby Residential & Vocational
Svcs, Shelby Farms Park, Calvary & The Arts, Bridges,
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Memphis, Binghampton
Development Corporation, U of M Journalism Dept.,
Chickasaw Council Boy Scouts, Memphis Leadership
Foundation, Junior Achievement, Overton Park
Conservancy, The Cotton Museum and WKNO.

Rep. Steve Cohen
doesn’t remember
the National Security
Agency and intelligence officials briefing
Congress on their gathering of telephone
and email records and the tracking of the
communications of millions of American
citizens. But he has his doubts because he
says the agencies involved routinely lie.
“I don’t recall any of that and don’t believe that occurred,” Cohen said of claims
by NSA leaders that they briefed members
of Congress and Intelligence Committee leaders in classified briefings several
times. The claims followed media reports
and a leak by a former NSA employee that
revealed publicly the gathering of the data.
“I thought that maybe Congress was
asleep at the wheel and might should have
known better,” Cohen said on the WKNOTV program “Behind The Headlines.”
The program hosted by Eric Barnes,
publisher of The Daily News, can be seen
at www.memphisdailynews.com.
Cohen, who was to be part of another
classified briefing on the matter this week
in Washington, said he has asked for the
dates of the past briefings.
“They might have overstated their
bounds on what they said,” he said. “One
thing that you know about intelligence
people is they don’t tell the truth. That’s
their business is to lie.”
It’s an area the Memphis Democrat has
been immersed in recently because of his
role on the House Judiciary Committee.
Cohen recently returned from Russia as part of a congressional delegation
investigating claims by Russian intelligence agencies that the FBI did not follow
through on a pledge to provide them
with information about Tamerlan Tsarnaev’s trip to Russia. Tsarnaev is one of
the two brothers suspected in the Boston
Marathon bombings. Cohen says Russian
intelligence agency leaders he talked with
claimed that FBI cooperation might have
stopped the Boston bombings. Cohen also
believes the Russian agencies might have
wanted to kill Tsarnaev in Russia.
Cohen, who has opposed reauthorization of the Patriot Act that references
such intelligence gathering as well as the
judicial apparatus for such requests since
he was elected to Congress in 2006, distinguished between spying on American
citizens and gathering data on their phone
calls and other communications.
“It is clear … that they are collecting
data – metadata – the numbers and not the
conversations and they are not looking at

them unless there’s a connection to terrorism and they can make that connection,”
Cohen said. “There is the potential for big
brother listening and that is the problem.”
Cohen said he intends to propose
changes to the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act court that secretly hears
requests for such warrants. He would let
leaders of the House and the Senate appoint four members each to the 11-member panel. That would leave the chief
justice of the U.S. Supreme Court with
three appointments instead of appointing all 11 members of the FISA panel as he
does currently.
Cohen also said FISA rulings should be
public in some redacted form.
“They can’t give away classified information within those opinions and sometimes it’s hard to redact the information
and still give the opinion,” he said. “But
somehow this could be accomplished, I
believe.”
During the 2012 general election,
Cohen predicted that once the presidential
election was decided, tea party influence
would wane either with President Barack
Obama’s re-election or his defeat.
“The tea party is still a very strong
element in the Republican Party,” Cohen
said less than a year after the November
re-election of Obama. “They’ve got certain
members (of Congress) who would rather
appeal to the tea party constituency than
the (Republican House) Speaker (John
Boehner). The speaker doesn’t have the
ability to deal with them like the old
speakers did through earmarks and other
options.”
But Cohen said outside Congress, tea
party Republicans are “toast.”
“I think the Republicans realize to
have a president they are going to have
to get beyond that constituency,” he said,
predicting a move toward more moderate
Republicans.
Cohen was also critical of his own party
on the state level in particular.
“The reality is there’s not going to be a
Democratic governor anytime soon or a
Democratic United States senator anytime
soon,” he said, adding the party isn’t picking “progressive” candidates that appeal to
younger voters.
“The Democratic Party was really
dominated by a group of people that got
things done but they were ethically challenged,” Cohen said of his 24 years as part
of the Democratic majority in the Tennessee Senate starting in the early 1980s. “And
I think it left a scar on the party. They were
a family. They kind of controlled things
and kept things to themselves. It was like a
mafia. … They didn’t leave a good taste in
people’s mouths.”
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New Campaign
Urges Support
Of Students In
Schools Merger
Bill Dries | The Memphis News

A

Memphis News File/Lance Murphey

Frayser will get a new school in the fall when the Achievement School District adds a ninth-grade
academy to be housed at Westside Middle School. Frayser Elementary, shown here, is a feeder
school into Westside.

High School Addition
Frayser 9th Grade Academy signals key ASD move
Bill Dries | The Memphis News

T

hree weeks before the first
school year of the Achievement School District ended in
May, parents and students at Westside
Achievement Middle School began to
prepare for the addition of a separate
ninth-grade academy at the Frayser
school opening this August.
Frayser 9th Grade Academy will
operate a ninth grade with the middle
school in another indication that the
state-run school district for the bottom 5 percent of schools in the state,
in terms of students’ performance, is
about to take the next step into high
school education.
Russ Ramsey, the principal of the
academy, is preparing for the debut as
teachers in Memphis are undergoing
their training in the new state Common
Core achievement standards students
will have to meet whether they attend
conventional schools, charter schools
or the Achievement School District
schools.
“It is all the things that make a
high school a high school. We’ll have
extracurriculars. We’ll have a college
preparatory curriculum that will prepare them for post-secondary success
wherever they choose for that to be,”
Ramsey said. “We started recruiting only at Westside. …We expanded
that and have gotten that out to other
middle schools.”
Parents have to choose to enroll
their children in ASD schools. Otherwise they attend conventional schools
students are assigned to based on

where they live.
Frayser 9th Grade Academy has a
goal of 120 ninth graders and the ASD
has handed out information or talked
to the parents of 90 to 100 so far in the
general Frayser area.
“The plan is to add grades until it
becomes a full 9-12 school,” Ramsey
said. “Location becomes trickier as we
try and forecast where we are going
to be and what that looks like. I know
capacity-wise we won’t be able to
hold an entire high school and middle
school at Westside. We will be making
some changes somewhere.”
Those particular changes will be
part of larger changes for an area that
now has two conventional high schools
– Frayser and Trezevant.
One or both of Frayser’s high
schools could become part of the
Achievement School District in the
2014-2015 school year.
The district has named its charter
school providers for that school year
with a matching process still to come
to match the providers with specific
schools.
ASD leaders have noted Martin
Luther King Preparatory School of
Memphis wants to operate in a high
school in Frayser. That is the new
charter school led by Bobby White, the
former principal of Westside Middle
and an alum of Frayser High School.
And Frayser High School is the high
school for all three Frayser elementary
and middle schools in the Achievement
School District – Westside, Corning and

Frayser elementary schools.
Jeremy Jones of the district, who is
supporting and coordinating efforts
between Ramsey and Dirk Bedford,
the principal of Westside Middle, said
whether White ends up leading Frayser
High in a high school conversion or
Trezevant or has a standalone charter
high school depends on the matching
process.
“We know Bobby is well connected
here in the Frayser area,” Jones said.
“He wants to be here. He’s got relationships here. That totally makes sense.
In terms of where his actual bricks and
mortar school is going to be and which
kids he will serve, we don’t know the
answers to that yet.”
Ramsey and Jones said the move
to a ninth-grade academy starting in
August was a result of Westside parents
asking about such an option.
“Traditionally if we didn’t have this
option, our kids would be going over to
Frayser High School,” Jones said.
“Frayser is still a priority school,” he
added, referring to the state’s designation for the bottom 5 percent of schools
in the state in terms of student achievement.
“That’s certainly an option. That
school choice part, I think, is really
critical for parents.”
Ramsey is an educator from Charlotte and Gaston, N.C., schools who
before coming to Memphis worked in
education research at Vanderbilt University of Nashville where he earned a
master’s degree in public policy.

new campaign launched Monday, June
24, to prepare for the opening of the
consolidated school district in August
is urging citizens to support students of the
new school system.
“Our Children. Our Success.” is privately
funded by SchoolSeed, which was formerly
the Memphis City Schools Foundation. The
campaign began Monday with new billboards
across the county.
The billboards include the names of
nonprofit partner organizations who are part
of the coalition including Boys & Girls Clubs,
Latino Memphis, Literacy Mid-South, New
Direction Christian Church, Urban Youth
Initiative, The RISE Foundation and Church
Health Center.
“For our future to be bright and have some
type of hope for excellence, we’ve got to do
our part as citizens, first of all as parents, as
business leaders – to help embrace this, to
encourage this,” said William Mitchell, board
chairman of SchoolSeed. “And let’s not get
caught up in the political parts of this, recognizing that the children are the most important part.”
The campaign will include a “back to
school weekend” Aug. 3-4, the weekend before
the start of the classes for the new school year.
Local churches and other faith-based organizations will be asked to pray for students and
encourage support for tutoring and mentoring
programs.
There also will be a series of forums for
parents about the change for parents and
students of the old Shelby County Schools and
Memphis City Schools systems.
“We want to support the children. I think
it’s just a benefit for the community when we
embrace learning. That’s how we bring forth
great citizens,” Mitchell said of the efforts that
will follow the billboards. “This is one community, these children are our responsibility
and let’s do everything we can to embrace it,
to uplift it, to encourage it.”
The campaign begins as the budget for the
first fiscal year of the merged school system
has been approved by the Shelby County
Commission. Still pending is final approval
of a county property tax rate that includes a
6-cent tax hike for funding of the consolidated
school system.
Interim schools superintendent Dorsey
Hopson will outline layoffs of central office
staff for the new school system Tuesday, June
24, at a press conference. Hopson is expected
to announce approximately 250 people will
lose their jobs in the transition.
Meanwhile, early voting opens Wednesday
in three of the county’s six suburban cities and
towns on the creation of separate municipal
school districts in all six cities and towns.
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Wright
Medical Sells
OrthoRecon
Unit

Congressional Delegation
Tours Presidents Island
Amos Maki | The Memphis News

T
File Photo

Wright Medical Group. Inc. said Wednesday, June 19, it will sell its hip and knee
implants business, OrthoRecon, to a
unit of Shanghai-basedMicroPort Scientific Corp. for $290 million in cash.

JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER
The Memphis News

W

right Medical Group. Inc.
said Wednesday, June 19, it
will sell its hip and knee implants business, OrthoRecon, to a unit
of Shanghai-based MicroPort Scientific
Corp. for $290 million in cash.
The Arlington-based medical device
maker said the company will remain
headquartered in Arlington, and Ted
Davis, who is currently president of
Wright’s OrthoRecon business, will lead
the MicroPort Orthopedic business.
Wright Medical said its OrthoRecon
business earned about $269 million
in global revenue in 2012. The device
maker said the global hip and knee
reconstruction market was about $14
billion in 2012, citing industry research.
In the past 18 months, Wright
Medical has focused on growing its
foot and ankle business and expanding the global reach of its OrthoRecon
hip and knee implants division, said
Robert Palmisano, president and CEO
of Wright Medical.
“This next step in our transformation should enable both businesses
to flourish as separate, global companies focused in their unique market
space with strong management teams
that will position them for continued
success,” he said in a statement. “As
a smaller, high-growth extremities
company with breakthrough biologic
opportunities, we will now be able to
devote our full resources and attention
on accelerating growth opportunities in
this area.”
The medical device maker said it
expects about $235 million to $240
million in revenue in 2013 for its
extremities segment and will revise
its previously issued outlook on its
second quarter conference call, which
is scheduled for Aug. 1. Last year, the
extremities unit generated about $214
in global revenue.

he International Port of Memphis
played host to a handful of influential guests Friday, June 21, just as
the city and its partners are seeking a large
federal grant to help expand the industrial
area.
Five members from Congress serving on the Panel on 21st Century Freight
Transportation, a special panel of the U.S.
House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, toured Presidents Island
Friday, getting a glimpse of operations at
the nation’s fourth-largest inland port. The
panel’s recommendations will be considered for inclusion in future committee
legislation.
U.S. Rep. John J. Duncan Jr., R-Tenn.,
chairman of the panel, joined U.S. Reps.
Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., Rick Crawford,
R-Ark., Daniel Lipinski, D-Ill., Daniel
Webster, R-Fla., and Markwayne Mullin, ROkla. on a guided tour of Presidents Island.
“This is the first time in my 23 years at
the Port Commission to have the opportunity to discuss Mississippi River-related issues with such a geographically diversified
group of representatives,” said Randy Richardson, executive director of the Memphis
and Shelby County Port Commission.
Richardson said the tour was a result
of increased interest by the government
in freight movement efficiency and water
transportation.
“The attention to the river systems is
coming from multiple fronts,” Richardson
said. “There has been an emphasis from
the Obama administration to promote
water transportation. This emphasis,
combined with the economic losses
caused by the disastrous flood of 2011 and
the drought of 2012, have highlighted the
importance of the inland rivers systems as
(a) major provider of goods and services to
the United States and the world.”
While not directly tied to the expansion
effort, the congressional visit comes as the
Port Commission has applied for a $35.3
million grant from the U.S. Department of
Transportation. Cargill, Canadian National Railway, the city of Memphis, Shelby
County and the state will contribute $34.2
million to expand rail service on the island,
which could open up another 1,500 acres
there for development.
Work on the rail portion of the Presidents Island Intermodal Expansion Project
could begin in August and be finished in
July 2015, adding around 80,000 linear feet
of new railroad tracks on Presidents Island.
The project would link existing rail to a
new system that would encircle 1,500 acres
of land and would include moving 3.4
million cubic yards of dirt to help create an
embankment to support the new rail.
“The project delivers a much needed
rail capacity expansion and provides considerable public benefits and economic
opportunities that will make the project

one of local, regional and national significance,” said a summary of the grant
request.
Presidents Island, a 960-acre manmade industrial park, already has 54
facilities with harbor capabilities, 30,000
annual rail car movements, 138 businesses and provides an annual economic impact of $7.1 billion. In 2011, 12.6
million tons of shipments were moved in
and out of the port. Part of the impetus

for the rail project is the fluctuating
waters of the Mississippi River. When the
water is particularly high or low, ground
and river transportation is reduced and
companies turn to rail, intensifying rail
congestion on Presidents Island.
“The movement of goods across our
nation may not always grab headlines,
but the efficiency of freight transportation impacts the lives of every American
on a daily basis,” Duncan said.

Don’t Forget the Fundamentals
could be good for stock prices. These
All eyes were on Federal
trader-induced equity downturns
Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke last
could end up being more temporary in
week, as the Federal Open Market
nature, with better days ahead.
Committee held its June meeting,
While equities are in the midst
followed by a Bernanke press conferof what could prove to be
ence. Let’s first remember how we got
a temporary disruption,
here.
interest rate sensitive
In September 2012, the
bonds (Treasuries being
Federal Reserve launched its
the poster child) appear to
third round of quantitative easing
have entered a more
(QE3), committing to buy $85
permanent downward
billion per month of agency
trajectory. Consider
mortgage-backed securities
that from Wednesday
and Treasuries,
MARK SORGENFREI JR.
increasing an
the worldly investor through Friday, the 10year Treasury yield shot
already bloated
up from 2.18 percent to 2.51 percent.
balance sheet at the Federal Reserve
That three-day move translated into a
(thank you, QE1 and QE2) to over $3.4
loss of nearly 3 percent in the iShares
trillion. Until last week, the exact timing of the end was left to pure specula- Barclays 7-10 Year Treasury ETF (ticker
symbol IEF) over the same three
tion. That all changed with Bernanke’s
days. A 3 percent downdraft in risk
opening press conference statement,
assets such as equities is one thing; 3
as he telegraphed a possible timeline
percent downdrafts in “safe haven” asto the ending of QE3 (taper!).
sets such as Treasuries are a different
The potential end of the sugar
story. Those yields will only drift higher
high was always bound to be met with
if the economy continues to firm. The
some initial disruption. And, what
opposite, of course, is true for yields if
a disruption it was, as the S&P 500
the potential economic recovery is just
closed Wednesday down 1.4 percent
a mirage.
for the day, followed by a 2.5 percent
In summary, a Fed that is beginretreat on Thursday. Short-term
ning to gradually remove support
traders swiftly readjusted portfolios,
because of a firming economy can
as evidenced by the fact that ETF’s
build a fundamental case for conaccounted for 41 percent of doltinued equity appreciation over the
lar volume in U.S. equity trading on
long-term, albeit with short-term term
Thursday, compared to a 24 percent
disruption as traders re-adjust. On the
average volume so far in 2013.
other hand, the same Fed/economic
However, traders focus on headscenario can build a bearish case for
lines, while investors focus on fundaTreasuries that is both trading and
mentals. Once investors step back
fundamentally inspired.
from the short-term trading mindset
More economic and earnings data
and look at the fundamental reasons
will present itself in the weeks and
for the announcement, a different
months ahead to confirm the various
story could emerge. Bernanke and
possibilities. For now, we still think the
the rest of the Federal Reserve, as
relative fundamental story for equities
evidenced by their statements, see
is appealing.
a gradually improving economy. If
Mark Sorgenfrei Jr. is vice president
the Fed’s forecast of the underlying
and investment analyst for Waddell &
economy is correct, that would be
Associates Inc.
good for corporate earnings, which
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Money&Markets Extra
On fast-casual
Insider
Q&A
dining
Who he is: Founder of
Blaze Pizza
His strategy:
Delivering quailty pizza
for slightly more than
fast food prices.

Rick Wetzel

Blaze Pizza founder Rick Wetzel is
betting that people want a place where
they can grab a quick, made-to-order pie
without the hassle of having to sit down
for table service.
The concept is known in the industry
as fast-casual, a style popularized by
Chipotle and Panera. Customers like
these chains because they feel they’re
getting restaurant quality food for a little
more than they would pay at a fast-food
restaurant. Their rapid growth in recent
years has made them popular with
investors too.
Blaze has two locations in Southern
California with 150 more in development
in 10 states. Investors include Maria
Shriver, LeBron James and Tom Werner,
one of the owners of the Red Sox.
Wetzel, who founded Wetzel’s Pretzels

and sold it to a private equity firm in
2007, notes there are few publicly traded
fast-casual chains despite their popularity.
But he’s hoping Blaze could soon help
change that.
How does Blaze Pizza work?
The pies run from $5 for a cheese pizza to
$7.45 for choosing any toppings you want.
You go down the line and pick whatever
meats, cheeses and veggies you want.
They’re really thin crust and cook in about
2 minutes in 800-degree ovens.
They’re 12-inch pies — large for
individual sizes. So we have boxes out
on the floor if people want to take some
home with them.
What defines a fast-casual chain?
It’s halfway between a McDonald’s

and a place like Applebee’s. It’s
about the quality of the food, not just
going down the assembly line like
at Chipotle. Panera is a fast-casual
concept and it’s not an assembly line.
Fast-casual hamburger places like
Five Guys are executing differently
too.
Where do fast-casual restaurants
draw their customers from?
Fast-casual puts enormous pressure
on casual dining because we’re
basically delivering the same quality
food at half the price and you don’t
have to tip the waiter.
Quick-service restaurants have their
best days behind them. They’re at the
end of their road — the trends are all
leading toward healthy eating.

Do you see Blaze Pizza going public
in coming years?
I’m very careful about that. It looks like
we’re being egotistical or that we’re
bragging if we say we think we can go
that direction. But it would be a great way
to tap the capital markets and give our
investors liquidity. There aren’t a whole lot
of fast-casual companies (that are public)
but there’s a huge appetite for them.
For now, it’s a lot of blocking and
tackling. We’re very focused on securing the real estate and establishing the
brand. But it could happen as early as
three years from now — we’ll have the
scale and we’ll have the revenue to
support it.
Interviewed by Candice Choi. Answers
edited for content and clarity.
AP

Dow mid-year report

The 30 stocks that make up the Dow Jones
industrial average stack up quite differently in a
mid-year snapshot than at the end of 2012.
Hewlett-Packard has risen from worst to first. It
lost 45 percent in 2012, but its 74 percent surge this
year makes it easily the Dow’s top performer. Intel
finished next to last
in 2012, falling 15
percent. But the
chipmaker’s 17
percent rise
surpasses the
Dow’s 15 percent
climb this year.
The Dow hit an
all-time high of 15,409 on May 28, and has posted
triple-digit moves in 17 of the 22 trading days
since — divided between nine losses and eight
gains. The Dow’s gain so far this year is more than
double its 7 percent rise in 2012.

DOW 30

Shifting gears

PERCENTAGE CHANGE
YTD

Hewlett-Packard (HPQ)
Boeing (BA)
37
American Express (AXP)
31
Microsoft (MSFT)
30
Walt Disney (DIS)
28
Cisco (CSCO)
25
Johnson & Johnson (JNJ)
24
Home Depot (HD)
23
UnitedHealth Group (UNH)
22
JPMorgan Chase (JPM)
21
DuPont (DD)
19
3M (MMM)
19
Verizon (VZ)
18
Intel (INTC)
17
Merck (MRK)
15
15
Dow Jones Industrial Avg.
Procter & Gamble (PG)
14
United Technologies (UTX)
14
McDonald's (MCD)
13
Springtime swings The Dow has moved up or down at
Pfizer (PFE)
12
least 100 points in 17 of the last 22 trading days.
Bank of America (BAC)
12
Travelers (TRV)
12
15,400
General
Electric
(GE)
11
June 27
Coca-Cola (KO)
11
15,024
Wal-Mart (WMT)
10
15,000
Chevron (CVX)
10
AT&T
(T)
6
May 28
Exxon Mobil (XOM) 4
All-time high 15,409
IBM (IBM) 2
14,600
-7
Caterpillar (CAT)
5/31
6/7
6/14
6/21
Week ending
-9
Alcoa (AA)
Source: FactSet

B E H I N D T H E B R A N D N AVI S TA R I N TE R N ATI ON A L (N AV)

Makeover
maven

74%

The past few years have been a
bumpy ride for Navistar
International.
Sales for the maker of
commercial trucks and buses,
military vehicles and diesel
engines, have been in a slump as
the company transitioned to a new

kind of emissions technology.
The declining sales, plus
warranty costs from older engines,
have weighed on the company’s
balance sheet since last year.
In the first half of its fiscal year,
Navistar’s sales sank 18 percent,
while its loss widened.
Still, Navistar is intent on
recapturing market share and
growing sales in the second half of
the year and in 2014.
In April, the company elevated
its chief operating officer, Troy
Clarke, to chief executive. And it
began shipping its new
low-emission, heavy duty engines a
few weeks after the technology
received a certification from the
Environmental Protection Agency.
The company plans to launch its
remaining lineup of truck models
with the new engine over the next
few months.
Navistar’s shares, meanwhile,
are up 29 percent this year.
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Price-earnings ratio: Lost money

(Based on past 12 months’ results)
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+1.1

t

t

t

+0.1 +22.0 14

2.00

+1.5

s

s

s +57.5 +65.3 16

0.24

-0.3

s

t

s

+0.5

s

t

s +18.8 +52.4 17

+0.1

s

t

s +19.1 +13.2 11 1.80f

+2.1

s

t

t

-3.7

+1.0

s

s

s

+8.3 +13.0 20 0.60f

+1.7

s

t

s +14.3 +37.1 dd

+2.4

s

t

s +20.1

+3.0

s

s

s +62.6 +82.6 dd

... Sysco Corp

+2.3

s

s

t +13.4 +10.8 11

26.87

24.76

+.30

+1.2

t

t +10.2

+6.5 14

0.92

s

t

t +10.2 +61.7 23

TRMK 20.76 7

s

-0.5
+3.1

TSN

14.07 0

26.00

25.23

+.09

+0.4

t

t

s +31.8 +28.1 dd

s

s

... Trustmark
1.20 Tyson Foods

s +30.1 +36.9 16

0.20

+1.4

s

s

r +15.3 +34.8 25

1.76

UPS class B

UPS

69.56 9

89.96

87.09

+.67

+0.8

s

s

s +18.1 +16.3 60

2.48

-0.2

t

s

s +58.6 +42.2 21

...

Utd Technologies

UTX

70.95 9

98.18

93.51

+.53

+0.6

s

t

s +14.0 +29.2 14

2.14

+0.7

s

s

s +33.4 +55.5 12

0.60

Valero Energy

VLO

22.75 5

48.97

34.99

-.41

-1.2

t

t

t

+2.5 +69.5

+0.5

s

t

s +30.6 +28.3 18

... Verso Paper Corp

VRS

0.98 2

2.38

1.15

+.08

+7.5

t

s

t

+7.5

+0.9

s

t

s +23.4 +42.0 14 1.00f

WMGI 18.11 9

27.47

26.05

+.41

+1.6

s

s

s +24.1 +24.7

-2.2 +33.4 11 0.20a

-2.5 85

1.40
0.40

0.20 Suntrust Bks
+6.1 19 0.24a Synovus Fincl

...

Wright Medical Grp

0.68

+1.7 +19.2 71 1.31e
2.08

8 0.40f

8 0.80b

-7.0 dd
cc

...
...

Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. c - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after stock split, no regular rate. j - Sum of
dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears. m - Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend, annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or paid in preceding 12
months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date. PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.
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Should Your
Kids Work?
Ray’s Take
Like it or not, eventually most kids are going to
have to enter the workplace, so why not let them
learn something about the “real world” while school
is still their main focus? After all, learning to balance
work and other pursuits is central to a successful life.
Every family has different circumstance and
every child is unique, however, almost all kids can
benefit from doing some sort of paid labor. Maybe
it’s as simple as taking care of a neighbor’s pet when
the owners are gone or doing a little babysitting. For
an older teen it could be a regular time-clock job at a
local business. No matter what the job is, kids learn a
lot when they work. They have to take responsibility
for their work performance to someone other than
their parents. They’ll discover the importance of being on time, performing tasks as expected, handling
constructive criticism, and dealing with the public.
There are
also financial
lessons to be
learned from
a job. It’s a
sobering moment when
you see what’s
ray & dana Brandon
rays of wisdom left of that first
paycheck after
taxes and other deductions. Instead of always having
his hand out, your son could have his own purchasing power. Or, maybe you have a daughter begging
for a car. If she has a job you can help her budget to
make her dream come true. Eventually buying that
car will create feelings of accomplishment and pride
in both of you.
It doesn’t hurt to start developing the people
skills that the workplace demands, either. In school
you can pick your friends. However, at work you
come into contact with a wider range of individuals.
Learning early how to better communicate, work
together and accomplish shared tasks will pay dividends throughout life.
Dana’s Take
There’s no question that teens work, whether
they have a paying job or not. Add up hours in the
classroom, homework, and performing the extracurricular activities and community service that are
vital on college applications and you come up with a
pretty big time commitment.
However, that doesn’t mean ambitious, collegebound kids can’t benefit from paid employment as
well. The same lessons in responsibility, money and
time management, and people skills still apply.
Babysitting is always in demand and teens can
study while their little charges are asleep. If your
teen’s school year is already filled to bursting, there
are still summer jobs like cutting grass or camp
counseling. Or your kid could take a more entrepreneurial approach and develop a business tutoring
younger kids, running a pet walking service or helping the technically challenged with their computers
or phones.
Teens who earn their own money gain a sense
of accomplishment and independence that others
do not. However, they can also over-extend themselves. If you see that happening, work out together
what needs to be cut back. Your teen’s choices may
surprise you.
Ray Brandon is a certified financial planner and
CEO of Brandon Financial Planning (www.brandonplanning.com). His wife, Dana, has a bachelor’s
degree in finance and is a licensed clinical social
worker. Contact Ray Brandon at raybrandon@brandonplanning.com.

L eade r sh i p

Pitching
Memphis
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

New Memphis Institute program sells young adults on city

Didi Crandall

Nike director of community and business relations Willie Gregory talks with interns at the New Memphis Institute
2013 kick-off reception at Felicia Suzanne's.

S

taunching a brain drain of
college-age creative talent is a
task cities around the country
are undertaking with varying degrees
of enthusiasm.
In Memphis, that sales job begins
in earnest each summer. And it
results in a big push to introduce
college-educated interns to top
executives and local cultural attractions – basically, the best the city has
to offer – in the hope those young
people will put down roots here.
The New Memphis Institute’s
yearly Summer Experience program
kicked off June 11 with a reception
sponsored by Nike at Felicia Suzanne’s. The free program, now in its
fifth year, offers a way for college students, graduate students and recent
grads working or interning in the city
for the summer to rub shoulders with
city leaders, connect with their peers
and experience the city in a variety
of ways.
The kick-off reception launched
what will be a string of events
throughout the summer including community service at Shelby
Farms Park, a teambuilding event at
the Kroc Center, and several other
networking opportunities and career
development events.
Program organizers say it’s
making a difference. In 2012, more
than 560 students from 110 colleges
and universities – representing 96

hometowns – participated in the
Summer Experience. And of those
participants, 97 percent told the New
Memphis Institute they’re more likely
to launch their careers in Memphis
as a result of going through the
program.
“This really is going to move the
needle in growing the number of
college-educated young people in
Memphis,” said Nancy Coffee, the
New Memphis Institute’s president
and CEO. “It’s great talent that drives
our economic development. This was
started because we knew we needed
to be deliberate in sharing the city’s
assets. This summer, we’ll have
events like a leadership breakfast
with three FedEx executives. Young
people need to meet leaders like that.
But we also don’t ignore just the fun
of meeting one’s peers.”
The Summer Experience puts
participants in the same circles, for
example, as some of the city’s biggest
corporate names. Corporate sponsors of the weekly events include
AutoZone, Baptist Memorial Healthcare Corp., Duncan-Williams Inc.,
FedEx, First Tennessee Foundation,
Henry Turley Co., Nike, Northwestern
Mutual and The ServiceMaster Co.
The New Memphis Institute and
the business leaders who lend their
time and imprimatur to the summer
series of events do it partly because
they know how important the years

immediately following college are
for a young adult. It’s when big life
choices are made, and long-term
decisions get set in motion.
The Summer Experience thus
marks an attempt to help as many
young people as possible lay a foundation on which they can build a life
in Memphis. The initiative particularly targets young people who might
not otherwise have chosen to do
so – perhaps because they just aren’t
aware of the possibilities here.
Other events included a “Go
Green Service Project.”
Also, Northwestern Mutual is
sponsoring a professional development workshop July 9, and FedEx is
sponsoring a leadership breakfast
July 11 with FedEx chief information
officer Rob Carter, FedEx chief human resources and diversity officer
Shannon Brown and FedEx general
counsel Christine Richards.
Bringing things to a close at the
end of July is an end-of-summer
social July 30 at High Point Ballroom
sponsored by Duncan-Williams Inc.
“Over the past 10 years, few topics have been discussed in Shelby
County as much as talent,” Coffee
said. “New Memphis believes that efforts such as the Summer Experience
fills a crucial void in our community
by proactively inviting young people
to start their careers or remain in the
greater Memphis area.”
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RedRover Sales & Marketing
Expands Business, Headcount

Survey Seeks Input
From Memphis Biz
Andy meek | The Memphis News

Andy Meek | The Memphis News

W

R

edRover Sales & Marketing has added several new
members to its “pack” in recent weeks.
In the last quarter alone, the firm – which hit its
seventh anniversary in January – added four new professionals. They are marketing account executives Rachel Carpenter
and Natalie Cunningham, graphic designer Kennon Adair
and sales trainer and recruiter Gary Dean. The help is connected to growth elsewhere, including the addition of new
service lines since last summer, a full client roster and an impending move into a new space Downtown in a few months.
RedRover also has been expanding its offerings for businesses, an example of which is a “Selling Through Discovery”
seminar Dean hosted June 21. It was a workshop that looked
at how most sales are won and lost and helped attendees
discover prospects’ needs versus perceived needs.
Meanwhile, RedRover also partnered with the Westin
Memphis Beale Street Hotel and Memphian Angela Copeland earlier this month to hold a fundraiser to raise money
for schools that were damaged by the May 20 tornadoes in
Moore, Okla. RedRover lent its help to the organization and
marketing of the event, as well as media relations, event promotion and securing sponsors. The event brought in $34,000
for the Moore schools. All of which is to say the firm is plenty
busy, and the new faces are a testament to that.
“We have been on quite a growth trend since opening
our doors seven years ago, now with a staff size of 13,” said
RedRover CEO and founder Lori Turner-Wilson. “And the
reasons are simple – extraordinary client partnerships and
internal talent at RedRover, coupled with our unique sales
and marketing model and a results-driven approach.”
RedRover’s revenue in 2012 was up 90 percent from 2011.
Whereas a traditional agency may make the majority of its
money based on media commissions, RedRover is selling
consultancy and experience to mid-sized companies.
RedRover’s sales and marketing strategy model also allows clients to compete with big national and international
companies that have much larger budgets, but at an affordable rate. Carpenter and Cunningham came to RedRover
from Greenline Marketing. Both of them said they’d been

RedRover

RedRover Sales & Marketing has seen much growth since
moving into its current space at 415 S. Front St.

aware of RedRover long before now and always admired the
firm from a distance.
“It was exciting to learn they really have a business strategy approach to figuring out solutions for clients,” Carpenter
said. “I think a lot of agencies take strictly a marketing approach of, ‘Here’s our list of things – of tactics we offer, so just
go down the list and checkmark everything you need.’
“I have a finance background, and I spent a few years in
finance and business analysis. So when I learned that in the
first 60 days with clients (RedRover) is going in and figuring
out strategically what makes sense for this client – that was
just really exciting for me. For a company that’s been around
seven years and is moving into a new space in September – I
feel like there’s so much talent here.”
Cunningham said she was excited to learn how experienced the team at RedRover is.
“I’ve only been here a few weeks, but I can pretty confidently say we have the best team in town for what we’re
doing,” she said. “Working with people who inspire me to be
better is exciting.
“I feel like it’s a breath of fresh air for a lot of our clients
when we come in and say we really want to look at your
business. You’re going to have to be open with us about your
revenue and finances and we’re really going to help you turn
your business around, versus us saying we can create some
pretty graphics for you and hopefully that will bring in business.”

ith the second quarter drawing to a
close, The Daily News is encouraging
members of the Memphis business community to take part in a new feature
intended to be a forward-looking measure of
business sentiment. The Daily News has teamed
up with Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP, the largest CPA firm based in the South, to launch a
six-question online survey called the Memphis
Economic Indicator. Its results will be used to
complement the snapshots of business activity
the newspaper publishes each quarter.
The survey is live at www.memphiseconomicindicator.com. Dixon Hughes is helping
gather the forecasts, and The Daily News will
combine that with the quarterly reports the paper regularly publishes that analyze everything
from business license activity to home sales
data with the goal of providing a comprehensive
analysis of the Memphis-area economy.
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News,
said the sentiments of business people who
respond to the survey will shed new light on
the detailed data the newspaper has long
published. The Daily News’ quarterly reports
provide a data-centric look backwards and also
suggest patterns going forward. The new survey,
meanwhile, is intended to tap into the mood of
the business community today as well as how
it’s feeling about tomorrow.
To get a flavor of the project, the first question asks whether over the next quarter the
survey-taker expects to see increased staff. The
respondent answers by clicking a bubble associated with a range between one and 10, with one
being “not at all confident” and 10 being “very
confident.”
Other survey questions ask if participants
expect to see increased revenue, an increase in
profit margin, an increase in expenses, and if
they think the overall economic position of their
company and Memphis as a whole will improve.

Your Nonprofit Should Start Small, Think Big
Let’s talk about data: the exciting
information hidden within your nonprofit’s
donor database. There’s much to be
learned by running reports, and many
reports to run. The most in-demand:
funds raised to date. But what about less
popular reports and the secrets they can
reveal? What about your “top-tier small
donors?”
Use your summer months to produce
and study reports showing donors who
have given in each of the past three or five
years. Look for those who consistently
give at the highest levels of your “small
donor” category. Those included in this
group will vary from nonprofit to nonprofit. For a college, this group may be those
who give $1,000 each year. For a national
nonprofit, the group may be $500 annual
donors. For a grassroots organization, it

may be those who give $100 annually. The
most important thing is to know who falls
into this group – let’s call them “top-tier
small donors” – at your nonprofit.
Take the time to create and implement
a strategy for reaching out to these donors and growing their collective impact.
They are the backbone of individual giving
programs: a segment of your donors who
can be cultivated for larger gifts, to serve
as ambassadors, or to encourage others
to give. They need to be tended to and
summer is a perfect time to reach out.
Craft a personalized outreach program where someone from your organization or institution calls these donors to
thank them for giving over the years. Create a script that includes a request that
the donor consider a slightly increased
amount when she makes her next gift. De-

future giving decisions. No hard sell. A
termine who within your nonprofit would
simple call from someone who works for,
be ideal at making such calls. Set up a
volunteers at, or benefits
short training program
from your nonprofit. If you
and get into action.
believe specific donors will
When reviewing your
respond better to an email
list of “top-tier small
than a phone call consider
donors” look for who
a “real” email – short and
you know and who you
personal; not an “e-blast.”
don’t. Invite a mix of
We offer these suggesthese donors to a small
MEL & Pearl shaw
FUNdraising Good Times tions as a way to retain
reception, especially
and grow current donors
those who have not been
who may be able to make a larger impact:
invited to visit with your nonprofit before.
Better yet, consider scheduling a personal as a way to get to know them. Pick up the
phone, say hello. Don’t take your donors
visit to their home or office. When reviewfor granted – show them you care.
ing lists of lapsed “top-tier small donors”
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors
consider a call or email to re-engage each.
of “Prerequisites for Fundraising Success.”
Thank him for his prior support, share
They position nonprofits for fundraising
a few updates on your impact, and ask
success. Visit www.saadandshaw.com.
for his consideration when he makes his
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JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

Complaints spotlight concerns over criminal-background checks

I

t’s not illegal for businesses to use
criminal-background checks when
making hiring decisions, but two
recent complaints filed by federal regulators highlight the increasing government
scrutiny of criminal and credit checks.
Earlier this month, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission sued
Goodlettsville, Tenn.-based Dollar General
and a U.S. unit of German automaker
BMW AG. The EEOC complaints said the
companies refused to hire applicants with
criminal records, when they should have
individually considered each applicant.
The lawsuits said the companies’ practices
disparately impact African-Americans,
who tend to have higher arrest and conviction rates than whites.
Joyce Margulies, an attorney with
Margulies Employment Law Consulting in
Memphis, said employers may consider an
applicant’s criminal record when making
hiring decisions, but she advises against
blanket rules that prohibit all applicants
with a criminal record from being hired.
“Employers should not base employment decisions on arrest records,” said
Margulies, who works with companies to
prevent and resolve employment disputes.
According to a national 2010 survey by
the Society of Human Resource Management, about 92 percent of employers use

criminal-background checks for at least
some job openings.
Stacy McCall, president and CEO of
ServiceMaster by Stratos in Downtown
Memphis, said the company does use
criminal-background checks but carefully
evaluates each applicant individually.
“We do ask applicants if they have ever
been convicted of a felony, but we don’t
use this information negatively against
them,” she said. “We understand that
people make mistakes … we only ask they
that are truthful in their application.”
When an applicant discloses that
they have a criminal record, McCall said
ServiceMaster by Stratos works to place the
candidate in an appropriate environment.
“If they are honest with us, then we will
work with our applicants to give them a
second chance,” McCall said.
Katharine Kores, district director of the
EEOC Memphis District Office, said regulators have not litigated any cases in Memphis tied to disparate impact of criminal
record policies, but they did have a case in
which a local company adopted a policy
that would exclude anyone with a criminal
conviction record. While a black employee
with a conviction record was dismissed, a
white employee with a conviction was not
dismissed. That case was settled before it
went to trial.

“Employers run the risk of losing valuable employees if they put these kinds of
policies into effect and apply them to their
workforce,” Kores said. “Employment policies should be based on the requirements
of the specific position.”
Kores said blanket policies that exclude
all applicants with a criminal background
from employment runs the risk of disparately impacting African-Americans and
Hispanics.
Last spring, the EEOC issued new
guidance for companies that use criminalbackground checks in their hiring process.
The new guidelines advised businesses to
consider the job for which the applicant
applied, the nature of the crime and the
amount of time that has elapsed since the
crime occurred or the completion of the
sentence. The new EEOC guidance was
issued after a division of PepsiCo Inc. said
it would pay $3.1 million to settle charges
the maker of carbonated beverages used
criminal-background checks to discriminate against black applicants.
Margulies said applicants convicted of
crimes don’t get special treatment under
the new EEOC guidance, but regulators
can sue if they believe companies are using
information about prior convictions to
disparately discriminate against a racial or
ethnic group.

“Employers would be well advised
to put into place a system which tracks
decisions not to hire because of a criminal
record,” she said.
National legal experts interviewed by
The Wall Street Journal raised concerns
that federal hiring rules could prove challenging for businesses that want to prevent
people with violent criminal records from
working with customers and in specific
workplaces that work with vulnerable
populations, like children, the sick and
senior citizens.
Daphne Large, president and CEO of
Cordova-based Data Facts Inc., a company
that offers employment and background
screenings, encourages her Memphis-area
clients to develop specific screening procedures for job positions.
“Employers should have every right to
use criminal-background checks as part of
their on-boarding process,” she said.
Large says she believe background and
criminal checks help protect customers
and current employees. Not all EEOC cases
have had past success. In 2011, a federal
judge ordered the EEOC to pay Memphisbased PeopleMark Inc. $750,000 for continuing to sue the company after evidence
surfaced that there was no discrimination.
PeopleMark said it regularly hired people
with past criminal records.

P u b l i c Relat i o ns

Obsidian Gets New Leader in Memphis Office
Andy Meek | The Memphis News

A

fter working to help grow Obsidian
Public Relations’ branch in Dallas
since early 2012,
Kerri Guyton has returned
to Memphis to take over
daily management of the
PR firm’s local team.
Obsidian founder and
principal Courtney Ellett
will still be involved with
the day-to-day business of
the agency. It’s the firm’s
growth over the last few
years that’s necessitated
the arrangement, so that
Ellett is free to focus more
Guyton
on things like business
development and the agency’s overall
strategy and growth.
“Our culture is such that really hiring
someone outside our agency to come lead
the team – it just wouldn’t work,” Ellett
said. “Kerri was probably always on my
mind as the right candidate.”
Guyton will be in the same role that

Crissy Lintner held before Lintner moved
south to head up Obsidian’s Dallas office.
When that happened, Ellett was the primary lead
on daily management in
Memphis until she could
find the right person to
step into the role.
“What happened was
after Crissy moved, we
were in a transition period
in Memphis, and I thought
the best thing would be
to take back the day-today duties that Crissy had
been doing,” Ellett said.
“So I had been doing that
for about a year and a half. Kerri spent a
year in Texas, and she was handling some
Texas clients and some Memphis clients.
She just recently moved back to physically
being in Memphis. So it was just time for
this.”
Like many business owners, Ellett is
passionate about even the little things

associated with how her business runs.
While she’s been in charge of the Memphis
office’s daily management, she’s been involved in everything from talking to each
account representative about every client
to high-level strategy, business development, accounting and editing.
Those duties now will be shared with
Guyton, who this September will have
been with Obsidian for three years.
“In this position, I’m basically going to
be managing the team and managing our
account roster, so going from the five to
seven clients I handle now to really helping all of them,” Guyton said. “And really
just giving a good overall PR perspective
to all the clients through the management
team.”
Guyton said what sets Obsidian apart
from other firms is a “laser focus on PR.”
“I really love PR and we’re very PRfocused,” she said. “We do a lot of things
with our clients that relate to communications. We do things like coordinate website
development and branding and help with

some advertising and marketing, but really
that PR strategy is especially what I love.”
Clients are responding to that model,
because Ellett said Obsidian landed five
new clients in the past week alone. The
firm itself also is continuing to expand,
with recent hires including Kim Morrison,
a Memphis native who just graduated
from the University of Memphis journalism department with a concentration in
public relations.
She has been with Obsidian since
2012, when she came on board as an
intern. In addition to Morrison’s duties
as an account assistant, she’ll be Obsidian’s internship coordinator to help guide
future interns through the process she just
completed.
Obsidian was founded in 2006 by
Ellett, and the firm provides strategy and
tactical deployment across the PR spectrum. The firm represents clients from
across a variety of industries and service
areas, including professional service firms
to not-for-profits and startups.
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MAAR Ranks Improving With Housing Market
Amos Maki | The Memphis News

A

fter the housing bubble popped
and the recession
roiled the economy,
the orientation classes
Melanie Blakeney taught
to new members of the
Memphis Area Association
of Realtors kept getting
smaller and smaller.
Blakeney, CEO and
executive vice president for
the local trade organization
for real estate professionals,
watched as the organization’s membership levels
Blakeney
dropped precipitously and
fewer and fewer prospective agents came
through the doors.
“They did get smaller,” Blakeney said.
“We always had people coming into the
business. It was just lower and the number
of people leaving the business outpaced
the number of people coming in.”
However, MAAR is starting to see a
rebound in new members.
In the first five months of 2012, 68 new
members joined MAAR. This year, the
number jumped to 97 new members over
the same period.

“They are definitely getting better,”
said Blakeney, who will give an orientation
to 21 more new members next week.
The new members are a welcome sight
for MAAR after its ranks were thinned
considerably over the last
six years.
MAAR currently has
3,123 members, down
from a high of 5,406
members in 2007 – just
before the subprime fallout and Great Recession
struck – and 3,797 three
years ago.
Real estate agents began fleeing the business
as the housing market
was turned upside down.
Some were career Realtors who retired or dropped out while
others were “weekend warrior” agents who
took on the career part-time.
The decrease did not come as a surprise. Because real estate agents work on
a commission and there were fewer – and
cheaper – home sales, a decrease was
expected.
The Memphis area wasn’t alone in
seeing the number of agents dwindle. The
drop in the number of local real estate
agents mirrored a nationwide trend.
Currently, National Association of

Realtors membership sits at 997,148, down
from the October 2006 peak of 1.3 million
members, according to NAR.
Blakeney said the new members are
a mix of agents who are re-entering the
profession and others who plan on making
real estate a career, with fewer untrained
or part-time real estate agents joining the
field.
“I’m seeing usually about half the
people in the class are people returning
to the business and the newer agents – it’s
a variety, but I get the impression they’ve
decide to get into real estate as a career
and not, ‘This will be something fun to do
for a little while,’” Blakeney said.
Amy Patterson, a Crye-Leike Realtors
agent in Olive Branch, decided to make
real estate a career after moving to the
Memphis area from Oklahoma. Patterson
grew up in a family that was steeped in the
oil business, but she wanted to chart her
own course.
“This is the first time in my life I’ve
been able to choose my career,” said
Patterson, who recently joined MAAR. “I
wanted something to do that I could enjoy
until I retired. This was a career choice for
me.”
The increase in real estate agents
joining MAAR comes as the local housing
market is experiencing a steady rebound.
Shelby County totaled 1,457 home

sales in May, up from 1,381 sales last May,
according to real estate information company Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com.
The total sales volume in May in Shelby
County was $197.2 million, up 15 percent
from $171 million at the same point last
year, according to Chandler Reports. And
the average sales price last month was
$135,374, up 9 percent from $124,005 in
May 2012, according to Chandler Reports.
Year to date, the market also has improved. Shelby County’s 6,176 home sales
through May 31 mark a 9 percent increase
from 5,673 for the same period of 2012.
This year’s total volume ($777.7 million)
and average sales price ($125,925) are up
from last year’s numbers ($650.8 million
and $114,710, respectively) as well.
The average number of days a home
in the Memphis area stayed on the market
for the month of May dipped to a sevenyear low for that month, according to
MAAR’s Multiple Listing Service, which
covers Shelby, Fayette, Tipton, Hardeman,
Hardin, McNairy, and Lauderdale counties
in Tennessee; DeSoto County, Miss., and
Crittenden County, Ark.
The average market time for a home in
May was 86 days, a 16.5 percent dip from
103 days in April and the lowest market
time total for May since 2006, according to
MAAR.

Home Owners in Memphis & Shelby County:

You can appeal your property taxes.

www.ShelbyTaxAppeal.com
Order Your Tax Kit Today to Receive:
• Recent comparable home sales including photos.
• Neighborhood Profile Report providing an overview of all sales and
foreclosure activity for your neighborhood over the past 4 years.
• Foreclosure Effect Report showing possible negative impact of
foreclosures in your area.
• Step-by-Step instructions for filing your appeal.

Call 901.458.6419

Enter Coupon Code PRINT2 to save $5.00

Don’t miss
the deadline
to appeal.

Powered by Chandler Reports

www.chandlerreports.com
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Higher Standards
‘Common Core’ occupies area teachers’ summer
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

F

or area teachers, the move to the
school year ahead began around
spring break.
And for many teachers in both of the
county’s public school systems, the merger
wasn’t the central source of their anxiety.
It was the coming of the state’s Common
Core standards.
In a local education environment that
includes a historic merger starting next
week, Tennessee achievement test results
released Thursday and a transition from
No Child Left Behind standards to Common Core standards, the school year has
started early.
This month, a group of 32,000 teachers
statewide undertook two weeks of training
in the Common Core standards for kindergarten through 12th grade mathematics.
Common Core is a new, more rigorous
set of standards for student performance
in Tennessee public schools. It is the latest
step away from what were much lower
standards before the 2009 Tennessee
Diploma Project legislation that began to
raise standards.
Common Core is part of the state’s
departure from Bush-era No Child Left
Behind standards and its roll out has been
gradual starting with kindergarten through
the second grade training two years ago
and summer training in mathematics last
year for grades 3-8.
“Some of the standards were being
implemented in elementary and middle
school math last year,” said Kelli Gauthier,
communications director for the Tennessee Department of Education. “We anticipate this year we will have implementation
across the board in high school math and

Lance Murphey

Educators Bonnie Overland, from left, Amber Cooley and Martha Carol Carpenter work
on a presentation about one of the Tennessee Common Core State standards during a
summer training session at Ridgeway High School on Thursday.

English as well as K-8 reading and math.”
Ridgeway, Bartlett and Southwind high
schools were the sites in Shelby County
this month for what is the largest teacher
training effort in state history.
“It’s sort of our continuing efforts to
support teachers through this transition,” Gauthier said. “It is something we’ve
offered to districts and teachers free of
charge.”
Last year, the state trained 12,000 to
13,000 teachers across the state in math
standards for grades 3-8. And training in
English language arts and literacy is slated
across the state for the first three weeks of
July.
The sessions are content heavy with
teachers working together on the content
and their approach to it.

With the new standards, there is also a
shift in how student progress toward those
standards is measured.
The Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program test results announced
Thursday, June 27, in Nashville have one
more school year as the only measurement
of student performance.
In the 2014-2015 school year, the state
begins using a new test called PARCC –
Partnership For Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers.
“PARCC will replace just the English
and math portions of TCAP,” Gauthier said.
“Science, social studies and history will all
remain TCAP.”
PARCC was developed and designed
with a $186 million grant as part of the
federal Race to the Top program. The Part-

nership in the title refers to the collaboration of educators in 22 states and the U.S.
Virgin Islands to develop the assessments
in English and math.
The partnership’s website, www.parcconline.org, states the goal of the testing
as a way to mark the progress of students
starting in the third grade “and provide
teachers with timely information to inform
instruction and provide student support.”
Tennessee has been a leading partner
in Race to the Top as one of the first two
states to be awarded the federal funding
for state reform initiatives. The reforms in
Tennessee have spanned the administration of two governors, from Democrat Phil
Bredesen to Republican Bill Haslam.
The reforms have included an emphasis on a more rapid use and evaluation of
student performance data during the same
school year in which a student takes the
tests. The idea is to intervene quickly and
provide more instruction for the students
behind to catch up in that school year.
As teachers in the countywide school
system were getting familiar with Common Core standards, the schools merger
was moving into school-by-school preparations for the first day of classes Aug. 5.
Interim superintendent Dorsey Hopson set that as his next goal during a week
in which a 26 percent or $18 million cut in
the merged school district’s central office
was carried out.
An estimated 300 people in the combined central office were to be laid off
Friday, June 28, as their last day on the job.
Some were notified during the week and
packed up their belongings to leave that
day.
Some of the 300 may take jobs as
teachers or administrators at individual
schools, Hopson said.

Some Reasons Why (Not) to Take the Money and Run
neur who has been knocking on multiple
The most exhilarating, stressful,
doors and hearing “no” relentlessly is very
satisfying, frustrating, rewarding and
tempted to take the first money ofanxious event for an entrepreneur is
fered. But before taking the first
raising capital to fund his business.
cash offered, the entrepreneur
Statistics show that less than a third
should consider other sources
of startups actually receive funding.
of capital. For example, there
With these odds, why would anyone
may be government or state
ever turn down money? Sometimes
programs set up to fund his parthat money comes with strings or
ticular business. This money is
conditions that are not only
sometimes “free money,”
onerous, but could ultimately stunt the growth of
Matthew S. Heiter in that it comes in the
GUEST COLUMN form of grants, which
the business. The entrepredon’t have to be paid
neur must try to look past
back or be given in exchange for equity.
the dollar signs and examine closely what
Is it enough or too much? Again, many
may be lurking behind them.
of you are probably thinking, “Yeah, right,
The following are several reasons
Matt, like there is ever too much.” Well,
why the entrepreneur should think twice
there can be. For example, if a business
about taking money proffered and in
needs only $500,000 to get to positive
some instances, turn it down completely.
There are other options. The entrepre- cash flow, taking an investment of $1 mil-

lion adds an additional $500,000 worth
of dilution that simply isn’t necessary. If
it’s not enough money, the entrepreneur
may end up running out of it, not yet obtaining cash flow positive and going back
to the well for more funding. The danger
here is that that well may be dry or, more
likely, the terms of that second round of
funding will be much more dilutive than
the first.
Who’s offering the funding and what
else can they contribute? Sometimes,
though rare, money is all that is needed.
For the typical startup, an investor may
bring guidance and expertise that the
founders don’t otherwise have, such as
marketing or accounting. So look hard at
what else the investor brings to the table
besides money. If it is nothing but the
dollars, look for someone who can bring
more.

You’re not fully, 100 percent, all in,
committed to the business. Before the
cash is handed over, the entrepreneur
should take a good, hard look at themselves and the business to reconfirm the
commitment. Investors are more than
willing to make second bets on entrepreneurs who may have failed in their first
effort, so long as that effort is perceived
to have been a fully committed, all-in, 100
percent effort.
After all, the old saying is true, investors invest both in the people and the
business. Without a dynamic combination
of both, you may not ever have the opportunity again to decide whether to take the
money, or not, and run.
Matthew S. Heiter is a shareholder with
the Memphis office of Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC.
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Hopson: 300 Employees to Lose Jobs
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

B

y Friday, June 28, as many
as 300 central office employees of the consolidated school system will be without a
job as the schools merger is about
to become official with the July 1
start of the new fiscal year.
“It will be a hard week,”
interim schools superintendent
Dorsey Hopson said Tuesday, June
25. But after the decisions about
the front office jobs are made,
Hopson said the school system
will have a “laser-like focus” on
preparing for the first day of
classes on Aug. 5.
David Stephens, chief of staff
and deputy superintendent of
the countywide school system, is
the highest-ranking legacy Shelby
County Schools employee in the
central office, holding what is the
No. 2 position in the organization.
“We said it from day one is
that we wanted to keep as many
of the resources at the school level
and the classroom level as possible,” Stephens said. “That’s one
of the reasons this 26 percent cut
was made.”
The central office cuts, which
represent $18 million in savings,
will bring to approximately 2,000
the number of employees from
both school systems who have
been let go as the two school systems become one. That includes
a severance package for some
teachers in both school systems.
The numbers are approximate
because some of the central office
employees who won’t be offered
positions in the school system’s
leadership could opt to return to
teaching or administration at the
schools level.
“We said the process would be
fair. It would be fast. It would be
disciplined. It would be transparent and we were going to select
the best talent for these positions,” Hopson said, adding that
everyone involved had to interview for their jobs. He added that
those conducting interviews also
had their own interview sessions
and some will not be working for
the merged school district after
Friday.
“Every employee in the central
office process was interviewed
for a position,” he said. “No one
who did not take an interview
was placed anywhere. I served as
the gatekeeper to make sure that
when we did a cursory look and
then a deep dive look to make
sure that (Equal Employment
Opportunity) regulations were
followed.”
Hopson said he was also
watching for friction between the
two systems at the higher levels
and “instances where hiring

managers who may have been
selected from one legacy district
weren’t giving employees from
the other legacy district a fair
shot.”
Hopson made the point a
week after some Shelby County
Commissioners said the central
office staff was overwhelmingly
weighted with Memphis City
Schools system staff, some hired
without interviewing for the jobs.
The combined central office
staffs amounted to a 79 percent – 21 percent split with MCS
employees in the majority before

Hopson

any decisions about who stays
and who leaves were made. Once
the last central office personnel decisions are made Friday,
Hopson said the split will be 72
percent Memphis City Schools
legacy and 28 percent Shelby
County Schools legacy.
“You are probably going to be
looking at about 80 percent of the
applicants who did not receive
offers are going to be legacy MCS
employees and about 20 percent
are going to be legacy SCS employees,” Hopson said.
Stephens said with those

decisions made and percentages
calculated more precisely, the
school system hopes to shift attention to the school level.
“We just want to make sure
that the folks out in the county
and in the city understand that
our goal is when the kids show up
… in August that they are going to
see exactly what they saw when
they left at the end of the year,”
he said. “Our goal is that things
will improve and get better as
we move forward. … We want to
have the lean nimble central staff
that we can support our schools.”

G o v e r nmen t

Tax Hike Highlights New Budget
Bill Dries | The Memphis News

M

emphis City Council members
raised the city property tax rate
Tuesday, June 26, by 4 cents
above the recertified tax rate and put the
rest of a turbulent budget season to rest.
The approval of the $3.40 property tax
rate and city operating and capital budgets
came in a council session that ended at
12:30 a.m. Wednesday morning.
“We got a budget. Let it show that the
budget is on time,” Memphis Mayor A C
Wharton Jr. said as the meeting ended. “If
you look at what had happened in the past
60 days and look at where we are now, it’s
almost a miracle.”
The tax rate approved is less than the
$3.51 rate Wharton proposed, which was
an increase to $3.36 just to get the same
amount of revenue the city got from the
existing $3.11 rate taking into account property value lost in the 2013 reappraisal.
Wharton proposed a 15-cent tax hike
beyond that to replenish city reserve funds
and pay more on the city’s bond debt – two
important conditions outlined by Tennessee Comptroller Justin Wilson.
Wilson’s letter and report critical of city
financial practices on both fronts was a
critical factor in the council’s drive to complete its budget season by July 1. Beyond
the July 1 date was the possibility, however
remote, that Wilson might use his powers
to get the city to the fiscal bottom line he
recommended.
Wilson’s letter scrambled the budget
process from what had been a discussion
between Wharton and the council about
setting the tax rate at a recertified rate for
what Wharton billed as a “continuation”
budget or keeping the rate as close to $3.11
as possible and cutting existing city programs to fit.
The $3.40 rate ended the current council

The tax rate approved
($3.40) is less than the
$3.51 rate Wharton
proposed, which was an
increase to $3.36.

set of property tax rollbacks dating back to
2008 when most on the council first took
office.
“The bottom line is we’ve got a budget
whether I like it or not,” Wharton said.
“I will say it is closer to the budget I had
proposed, which reflects reality. … The
important thing is not the number, it’s the
substance. We now have a plan to deal with
the major issue that many cities and counties are not dealing with.”
That was a reference to the debt service
and reserve fund concerns Wilson’s report
accentuated.
In the budget approved Tuesday, the
council gave all city employees a 4.6 percent
pay raise, restoring a pay cut all city workers
took two years ago. It also approved a plan
by council member Harold Collins that
pared down plans to lay off 100 city employees to now lay off 50 as well as cutting 2.5
percent from the Memphis Police Department budget.
Collins used some of the money cut
to restore funding for community centers
and parks and similar neighborhood city
services as well as street repaving.
He also argued the impact on the city’s
economy would be too much if the city lays
off 100 workers as the consolidated school
district also lays off 300 at the end of this
week.
He urged the council to be “creative.”
“I don’t believe being creative and having

courage is laying off people,” he said.
Council member Shea Flinn accused
Collins of “waiting for Tinkerbell.”
“This is a math problem,” he added.
“Did you major in theater?” Collins
countered.
Acting council Chairman Jim Strickland tried to keep the back and forth to a
minimum.
Council member Bill Morrison had a
plan to eliminate the 100 layoffs but instead
take 105 funded but vacant city positions,
most in public safety. But when city Finance
Director Brian Collins said it translated to a
$3.39 property tax rate, Morrison withdrew
it.
The number wasn’t what Morrison
and other council members had thought it
would be as they tried to work out a compromise during a recess in the council session in which council members caucused
in apparent violation of the state’s open
meetings law.
The number was so unexpected that
someone on the body reacted with a curse
word across their open microphone.
Collins was one of several council
members who argued the police department could cut its budget – the only one
of the city divisions to increase its budget
over several years – without affecting police
Director Toney Armstrong’s ability to put
more police officers on the street.
The council left in place plans to drop
300 city employees through attrition, a head
count reduction that is crucial to the city’s
ability to make a $23 million increase in
debt payments in a future fiscal year.
The employees probably would leave
city government over several fiscal years
with an estimated $9 million “attrition premium” for City Hall in each of the two fiscal
years following the one that begins July 1.
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Coaching Hire Presents
Risk/Reward for Grizz

DON WADE | Special to The Memphis News

Dave Joerger gets crack at first NBA head coaching gig as he takes over Memphis franchise

S

o the Grizzlies finally made it
official and promoted lead assistant Dave Joerger to head coach.
This qualified as breaking news about
as much as reporting that barbecue has
been discovered in Memphis.
We knew what had been cooking all
along, well before Lionel Hollins’ contract was not renewed and the Grizzlies
went through the process/charade of
interviewing other candidates (George
Karl, Alvin Gentry and Ed Pinckney) for
the job. The widespread sentiment now:
Grizzlies CEO Jason Levien has put himself, and his new head coach, in a very
vulnerable position.
But, as always with pro sports, it all
comes back to expectations and whether
you meet them, fail to meet them or
exceed them. So any discussion of where
the Grizzlies go from here must involve
an honest look at expectations and what’s

realistic and what’s not.
Quick reality check: Memphis probably is not going back to the Western Conference Finals. So get your head around
that. That out of the way, let’s look back at
the two biggest decisions new management made before the hiring of Joerger
– trading Rudy Gay and not bringing back
Hollins. Personally, I was publicly lobbying for the Grizzlies to trade Gay before it
happened. I’m not even interested in debating about the pieces they got back and
what their value might be going forward.
Removing Gay made the Grizzlies better
overall and was the ignition for turning
on point guard Mike Conley’s scoring
ability. I can’t prove this next statement,
but I don’t think the Grizzlies would have
beaten the Los Angeles Clippers with
Gay, much less Oklahoma City en route
to the conference finals.
As for Hollins, the fact no other team

has hired him after his most successful
season as a coach is further evidence that
his legendary stubbornness simply wasn’t
worth the trouble.
Which brings us to expectations. It is
folly to hold next year’s team and its firstyear coach to the standard of winning 56
games and reaching the NBA’s final four.
Odds are, a Hollins-led team would fail
to meet those expectations next year, too.
Competitive circumstances change from
year to year and in the season just past
the Grizzlies were fortunate to survive an
0-2 start against the Clippers and to play
OKC without Russell Westbrook. Both
those teams will be better next season.
Also, you may have heard of the San Antonio Spurs – the NBA’s Ageless Wonders.
Levien’s problem and, by extension,
Joerger’s problem, is that perception does
become reality at some level. If many
fans believe that the Grizzlies ditched

Hollins and hired Joerger just to save
money – a reported $1.5 million annual
salary on a four-year contract – it matters not if the finances were second to
finding the right fit as coach, someone
who would be collaborative and willing
to use advanced basketball analytics. The
perception that the Grizz went cheap will
become a rallying cry if the team gets off
to a bad start. Ultimately, this could settle
into that most lethal of sports diseases:
apathy, displayed as empty seats at FedExForum.
In all probability, the Grizzlies will
earn some goodwill by re-signing free
agent and resident icon Tony Allen. The
Grizz also could feel the love by drafting
former Memphis Tiger D.J. Stephens or,
if need be, by trading for him on draft
night, Thursday June 27; they have three
second-round picks at 41, 55 and 60 overall. The chances that one of those picks

Newest Tiger Dixon Answers Reporters’ Questions
Less than a year ago, guard
Michael Dixon was a preseason secondteam All-American selection by The
Sporting News after a junior season
at Missouri in which he averaged 13.5
points and 3.3 assists. Off the bench.
If Dixon had transferred to the
University of Memphis at that moment,
there would be no complications. Just
excitement over a supremely talented
player choosing another stripe of Tiger.
But as has been well-documented,
Missouri kicked Dixon off its basketball
team and out of school when a second
allegation of sexual assault against
Dixon in less than three years became
public. Dixon was never charged in
either situation. He sat out all last year
and now he and the Tigers wait for the
NCAA’s ruling.
And this is where it gets cloudy. The
NCAA’s own rules require that a player
who transfers while disqualified or suspended complete one year of residency
at the new school. But that’s a problem
for Dixon because another NCAA rule
gives athletes only five years to complete four years of eligibility and this is

THE PRESS BOX

DON WADE

Dixon’s fifth year. Yet Dixon and coach
Josh Pastner are hopeful the NCAA
grants Dixon a waiver because that was
their ruling in a similar case involving
Maryland transfer Dez Wells.
For now, Dixon waits, attends summer classes at Memphis, practices and
works out, and hopes he is on the cusp
of a fresh start. Recently, both with
other reporters and in a separate oneon-one interview, Dixon addressed the
following questions:
Q: If you could make your case to
the NCAA, what would you say?
A: “I would tell them in a time where
a lot of guys want to go through college
for one year or get out as quick as possible, here’s a kid that wants to finish
school and graduate and play another
year. Just have a senior year, and not

just on the basketball court, but in class
as well … I don’t see a reason I wouldn’t
be able to do that.”
Q: Coach Pastner took a chance
with Geron Johnson last season. He
previously had some off-court issues,
but everything worked out well here. Is
he somebody that can help you?
A: “Honestly, I think me and him
have gotten the closest. We have class
together and study hall. We talk a lot.
He’s a really good person … He’s told
me a lot of things, some things what to
do, some things not to do. He’s kind of
guided me along the process.”
Q: With you, Geron, Joe Jackson
and Chris Crawford, that’s four senior
guards. You excelled as a sixth man at
Missouri, but will there be enough basketballs – and minutes – to go around?
A: “(At Missouri) we knew we had
to sacrifice our stats and scoring for
the betterment of the team. I have the
blueprint to that, know what I mean?
I’ve done that.”
Q: The last game you played at Missouri was the first-round NCAA Tournament upset loss to Norfolk State. That’s

a rough last game …
A: “I have a lot of fuel built up in
me as far as basketball and proving to
people I’m a good person as well as a
good basketball player.”
Q: What was the hardest part of sitting out a year?
A: “I don’t think anybody watched
more college basketball than I did last
year. The hardest was when Missouri
played at Kentucky. Because Kentucky
is an elite college basketball atmosphere. I don’t’ think people realize how
hard it is to keep being in shape, to eat
right, and to keep your competitive
edge. Because that’s only something
you can get with nine other guys on the
floor.
“I told Coach Pastner I just don’t
think we know, as Division 1 scholarship
athletes, how blessed we are. I’m not
saying everybody does, but people take
this for granted.”
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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makes a significant on-court impact for
the Grizzlies? About like you winning the
Powerball.
So, yeah, the Grizz do have something
of a PR problem. The new regime hasn’t
quite figured out that there’s nothing
Memphians dislike more than someone
from the outside talking down to them,
or seeming to talk down to them. That’s
how this whole coaching “process” felt,
like management believed the community might buy into the parade of
candidates coming through town that
had little or no chance of getting the job
and suddenly feel better about the hiring of a rookie NBA head coach that the
franchise’s harshest critics view as a mere
“yes man.”
But fans should remember the Grizzlies set franchise milestones in the new
ownership’s first few months in Memphis, too. Controlling owner Robert Pera’s
front office pushed the right buttons.
Now they believe Joerger, 39, who was in
many ways the Grizzlies’ defensive coordinator and a guy that won five minorleague titles as a head coach is ready to
lead the team into a new era.
They could be right. They also could
be wrong. As the owners, they are entitled to follow their own vision.
Meantime, fans are entitled to their
opinions, to spend their money as they
see fit. That could mean filling the seats
at FedExForum. Or it could mean staying
home with a Redbox.

Joe Murphy/NBAE/Getty Images

The Memphis Grizzlies officially announced Dave Joerger as new head coach June 27. The promotion of the team’s lead assistant was
widely expected and didn’t come as a surprise. Joerger was picked above George Karl, Alvin Gentry and Ed Pinckney.
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Avoiding
a Tailspin
Nashville’s loss of airline hub
provides blueprint for Memphis
Hollie Deese | Special to The Memphis News

M

emphis, Nashville
feels your pain.
When Delta announced earlier this
month it would no
longer use Memphis
International Airport as a hub – cutting
230 jobs in the process – it brought back
bad memories for the Music City.
In 1996, Nashville was riding high.
Then-Mayor Phil Bredesen had already
landed the National Football League’s
Houston Oilers and was leading a revival
of the city’s downtown, anchored by the
rising $160 million Nashville (now Bridgestone) Arena. Six months later, a franchise
would be granted for its primary tenant,
the National Hockey League’s Nashville
Predators.
The city’s reputation as a health care

center was growing, the music industry
was riding high, the Opryland Hotel and
Convention Center had grown into a
world-class facility and Middle Tennessee’s population was swelling.
Then American Airlines – the same
airline that put the “International” in
Nashville International Airport with nonstop flights to London – pulled the plug on
its Nashville hub.
Nashville, despite its hot streak, had
been dumped. It’s not you, American
whispered, it’s us.
Fortunately for Nashville, its rebound
relationship with Southwest Airlines
turned into a pretty good marriage.
“It was a huge blow to our ego and I
would say everyone’s feelings were hurt,”
said Butch Spyridon, who since 1991 has
served as president and CEO of the Nash-

ville Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.
“Then we went into a bit of panic in
terms of losing all these seats and markets,” he said. “How were we going to
grow? How were we going to recover? That
became the paramount issue.”
Spyridon has advice for Memphis,
which will see Southwest here this November.
“I think it’s getting over the mental
and philosophical blow that occurs with
losing that hub,” he said, adding the focus
should be “on where your growth can and
should be, and how do you overcome it.
“I think the best thing that can come
out of this for Memphis is that Southwest
and AirTran are sitting there ready to help
fill some of the voids and the city should
take advantage of that,” he said. “Fortunately for us, Southwest had made some
significant overtures to us before we went
the hub direction. As opposed to being the
rejected suitor after, they were a ready and
willing replacement partner.”
American Airlines announced the
development of the Nashville hub in June
1985 as a base of operations for expanding
service to the eastern U.S. At the time of
the announcement, American’s only other
hubs were in Chicago and Dallas-Fort
Worth.
Today, nearly 30 years after American
Airlines’ announcement of the Nashville hub and 17 years after it ended, the
airline’s relationship is just now winding
down. It recently renegotiated a lease that
will give hub space back to the airport.
And while hashing out the final lease
terms in court isn’t exactly good times, it
does offer an end in sight for a sometimes
rocky relationship between the airline and
the city.
While the airport was busy securing
other carriers to offer additional service
to Nashville travelers, the city was busy

trying to minimize the damage caused as
convention business began to falter from
the news.
“We had a marketing plan that laid
out our message, our strategy and how we
were going to overcome the PR black eye,
and then the reality of less service nationwide in the marketplace,” Spyridon said.
“It has been a few years, but our strategy
was to talk about it, and talk about how we
were going to overcome it.
“I think, to a large degree, we minimized the fallout, but it took a few years.
Now, we have recovered all of the losses,
and we are at record levels on both leisure
and meeting side.”
Memphis does have the edge on 1996
Nashville.
Back then, business travelers expected
the best of the best. In 2013, leg room,
while nice, in no way trumps low rates in
today’s market.
“It’s easier to talk about it today
because value and cost is so much more
important than whether or not I have a
first-class seat,” Spyridon said. “But at the
time, largesse was pretty prominent in the
meeting industry.
“And so it really took relationship selling and convincing decision-makers that
the trade-off with having a lower fare and
the potential for higher attendance offset
the convenience or comfort of a first-class
seat.”
Despite losing the hub, Spyridon
said, Nashville was still in a good place in
terms of business travelers because of the
Delta addition at the Opryland Hotel and
Convention Center, which opened just
months prior in June.
The opening made Opryland the largest hotel and convention center complex
at the time, with nearly 3,000 rooms and
600,000 square feet of meeting space. It
was reported in 1996 that a few months
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ing the remaining flying in the
very strongest hubs,” Mann said.
“So in other words, Atlanta as
opposed to Memphis.”
Southwest, which is scheduled to begin Memphis service
Nov. 3, will have twice-daily nonstop service from Memphis to
Houston Hobby and Tampa.
AirTran flights to Baltimore/
Washington, Chicago Midway
and Orlando, which begin Aug.
11, will be rebranded as Southwest.
With Southwest’s flight
schedule, Memphis will see an
increase from four to five nonstop destinations served and an
increase from 77 to 80 total markets served (including one-stop),
despite Delta’s departure.
Travel is again on the rise,
and not just the business kind,
as Nashville can attest with its
rise in tourism. And while it may
not ever be on par with vacation
destinations like Orlando and
Las Vegas, Nashville has a good
mix of business travel and tourism, especially now with the new
convention center open.
“We are one of the five
fastest-growing airports in the
country, service-wise, and so
at the end of the day, especially
now, demand drives the decisions more than marketing and
more than incentives and more
than anything else,” Spyridon
said. “If we can continue to cre-

ate demand for the market, the
airlines are going to respond.”
In March and May 2013,
Nashville International experienced its highest all-time
passenger levels, exceeding 1992
figures at the height of American hub activity, says Nashville
Airport spokeswoman Emily
Richard.
Last year, 1.4 million passengers flew out of Nashville on
American. More than 5 million
flew Southwest.
Southwest currently holds
53.1 percent of the market share

“In the long run, it helped
tourism because Southwest was
more leisure-travel focused, and
they brought the fares down in
the market,” he said. “So the
tradeoff was that we lost a lot of
non-stop service but we lowered
fares and picked up coverage
into the larger markets.”
Hollie Deese is a Nashvillebased freelance writer who
contributes regularly to the Nashville Ledger newspaper, which
is owned by The Daily News
Publishing Co. Inc.

As Delta de-hubs Memphis International Airport – whose recent improvements include a new ground
transportation center – other opportunities could arise in the form of new carriers and cheaper fares.
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at Nashville with 84 daily flights.
Delta follows with 35 flights
(16.3 percent), American with 34
flights (14.2 percent) and US Airways with 16 flights (7.2 percent).
Richard said the only city
that American was flying to in
the early 2000s that Nashville has
not recouped is to the Tri-Cities
in East Tennessee. Boston and
St Louis are the other two cities
that were dropped but have since
regained service with Southwest.
Memphis would do well to
embrace Southwest as it expands
in the market, Spyridon advised.

Lance Murphey

after opening, 3.7 million roomnights had been contracted
though 2013.
“Then we began to feel the
pains of the early to mid-2000s,
and we saw a lot of markets
outpace us,” Spyridon said. “We
took a pretty significant drop in
business. The recession helped
us a lot in terms of eliminating
first-class as a major objection.”
The airline industry as a
whole faces difficulties through
mergers and rate hikes, both
of which can lead to a hub like
Memphis being closed.
“Since 2008, you have a lot of
merger transactions which have
resulted in a much more compact and consolidated industry,”
says Bob Mann of R.W. Mann and
Co., an airline industry analysis
and consulting firm, with clients
such as American Airlines, Trans
World Airlines, Air Canada and
British Airways/Speedway Consulting. “But secondly, you have
seen much more risk aversion.
But the need for higher fares
actually causes demand destruction, where you literally price
people out of the market.”
As a way to save money, airlines opt to close low-performing
hubs.
“There is less flying today
than what you saw in 2007 in
terms of the number of flights,
which contributes to eliminating
marginal flying and concentrat-

T a ble o f 8 - $2 0 0

Purch a s e ti ck e ts at w w w. n e w mem p hi s.o rg
Sponsored by

www.thememphisnews.com

20 June 28-July 4, 2013

special coverage

emphas i s : The B u s i ness o f L aw

Real Estate Rebound
Memphis property attorneys seeing benefits of resurgent markets

MICHAEL WADDELL | The Memphis News

T

he residential and commercial real
estate markets are slowly coming
back, and residential and commercial real estate attorneys are
seeing increased activity thanks to
the surge.
Mid-South Title handles both residential and commercial matters, and
the company is seeing a spike in activity,
especially in residential, over the past 18
months.
“In February 2012 our orders picked
up, and they have not dropped off since,”
said Taylor Hewgley, owner and chief operations manager of Mid-South Title. “In

fact, 2012 turned out to be one of the best
years we’ve had, even when compared to
the bonanza of 2004 through 2006.”
Last year the company opened nearly
1,300 files for an increase of 30 percent
to 40 percent over two years prior. The
increased activity was due in part to
refinancing brought on by interest rates
falling to historic lows.
“As the rates fell, we actually refinanced some people three times. Typically
if you can improve your rate by a point to
a point and a quarter, people are encouraged to refinance,” said Hewgley, who
expects some of that activity to lessen as
rates begin to creep back up.
To accommodate some of the new
business, the company opened a new satellite closing office at the renovated Candy

Factory building Downtown in January.
“It’s showing some healthy signs and
healthy returns,” Hewgley said. “It’s a
minimal investment, and it’s working out
well for us so far.”
The company last opened a new office in Fayette County in October 2006 as
business was booming. The anticipation
was for its builder clients to head into the
submarket.
“Unfortunately, October 2006 is the
exact time that our orders began to tail
off from a really high volume,” he said.
Demand began to drop off, and many
builders were left holding lots and unable
to secure spec loans.
The downturn forced Mid-South Title
to be more nimble in its marketing approach.

“At the end of 2007, we had 30 to 35
builders and developers as clients and
now we only have five to 10,” he said. “As
those orders dwindled, we had to readjust
our efforts to attract more Realtors and
mortgage origination lenders.”
Over the past five years after the
abruptness of the economic downturn,
the cyclical nature of the business has
been “off” thanks to falling interest rates
and other factors like the first-time homebuyer credit, according to Hewgley. The
drastic drop in home values in 2009 and
2010 diminished the value of the falling
rates for some sellers.
“People were afraid to jump into the
market or they couldn’t put their house
onto the market because they did not
want to have to bring money to clos-

www.thememphisnews.com

June 28-July 4, 2013 21

special coverage

FordHarrison Law Firm
Joins Global HR Alliance
FordHarrison LLP, a labor and
employment law firm with operations
in Memphis, has joined Ius Laboris,
the world’s largest alliance of human
resources and pensions law firms.
“Access to local human resources
law services in the main business
centers in America will be an invaluable resource for our European and
worldwide clients,” said Chris Engels,
the recently appointed chairman of
Ius Laboris, an alliance that includes
43 firms with more than 1,300 lawyers.

Memphis Firm Wins
$3.7M Award for Trucker

Brian Johnson

Michael Hewgley, chief executive manager and attorney of Mid-South Title, and son Taylor Hewgley talk with Pryor Lott while signing
closing documents on her Memphis home. Companies like Mid-South Title have seen business improve along with real estate.

ing,” Hewgley said. “It was a very strange,
herky-jerky environment. For about 36
months, we really had no idea what the
next month was going to bring us.”
Now he thinks buyers who have been
on the sidelines for the past few years
might have a nest egg saved up to put
down significant money for the purchase
of a new home.
“During the downturn, the power that
the buyer had over the seller was tremendous, almost to an unhealthy stage,” he
said. “We are starting to see that pendulum come back to the middle.”
Jim Warner of Martin, Tate, Morrow &
Marston PC has represented commercial
lenders, landlords and tenants over the
past several years and throughout his
career. He works primarily with national companies that have a presence in
Memphis, particularly in retail shopping
centers.
“We’ve seen some large expansions
continuing to happen,” said Warner, who
cites the redevelopment of the space for

anchor tenant Kroger in the Poplar Plaza
Shopping Center. “So selectively there
have been projects happening that make
great economic sense.”
Martin Tate did have to make some
adjustment when the economy went in
the tank a few years ago.
“The level of real estate activity
dropped off, but our business picked up
in other areas,” said Warner, who has been
with the firm for 51 years and has specialized in commercial real estate for the past
30 years.
To make up for the constriction in the
market, Warner supplemented his workload with general corporate work, including some nonprofit cases. He feels his firm
was fortunate to not have to reduce staff
during the downturn.
“The types of things we were dealing with several years ago were reflective
of the recession, including tenants that
were having difficulty staying current on
their leases and the refinancing of loans,”
Warner said. “While activity has not come

back to the levels prior to 2007, it is beginning to turn, and we are very optimistic
about the future.”

Memphis-based law firm Bailey
& Greer PLLC scored a victory when
a Shelby County Circuit Court jury
awarded $3.7 million to Donriel A.
Borne for injuries he sustained when
the 18-wheeler he was driving was
struck from behind by another big rig
on Interstate 55 in Memphis.
R. Sadler Bailey and Thomas R.
Greer of Bailey and Greer represented
Borne in the trial against Indianapolisbased Celadon Trucking Services Inc.
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Attorneys Busy with Nuances of US Health Care Reform
JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

M

ost businesses are well aware of
key provisions in the Affordable
Care Act, like the mandate for
larger employers to provide health care
insurance coverage to employees.
But attorneys are busy at work on
some of the lesser-known aspects of the
new health care law.
Beginning in January, businesses that
employ 50 or more full-time equivalent
employees must provide health care plans
that meet minimum essential benefits
requirements. But the largest employers
– those that have 200 or more employees
– also must make sure employees are automatically enrolled in a plan by January,
said Craig Cowart, a partner with Fisher &
Philips.
“I’m confident most insurance carriers
are working with employers on that now,”
he said. “Employees will be able to opt
out, but it’s definitely something employers need to be made aware of.”
While the new rule will be a significant change for larger employers, Cowart
pointed to studies that show automatic
enrollment requirements are likely to
increase the number of Americans with
health care coverage.
Larger employers also need to take

note of new requirements that will
prohibit most group plans from offering better health insurance coverage to
highly compensated employees, Cowart
explained.
Large employers that offer plans with
more expensive premiums and benefits to
all employees could still be in violation of
the new health care law if higher paid employees select more expensive plans, while
other employees select cheaper options
with less robust coverage.
“To some degree, it’s a matter of trying
to predict what the plan selection is going
to be,” Cowart said.
Geoffrey Lindley, an attorney and
member with Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell
PLC, said businesses also should be aware
of new rules that require companies to
offer all employees health care coverage
within a 90-day waiting period. Those
rules also apply to companies with more
than 50 full-time or full-time equivalent
employees.
The coverage options offered by employers cannot cost more than 9.5 percent
of the employee’s household income and
must pay for at least 60 percent of covered
health care expenses. By 2015, the Internal
Revenue Service has said businesses
must provide coverage for dependants of
full-time employees up to age 26 but not
spouses.

“Many companies already are ramping up to offer dependent coverage,”
Lindley said, adding that many already
have adopted plan design changes required by the Affordable Care Act.
Attorneys also pointed to new whistleblower provisions in the Affordable Care
Act that prevent employers from retaliating against an employee that reports
potential violations of the law’s consumer
protection provisions, such as denying
coverage to employees with pre-existing
conditions and imposing lifetime limits
on coverage. Employers cannot retaliate
against any employee that receives a federal tax credit or subsidy to purchase insurance through the employer or through
an exchange.
With health insurance marketplaces
that will allow consumers to shop for
health care coverage on exchanges set to
go live Oct. 1, employers must provide
both new employees and current employees about their right to shop for health
insurance on the new marketplaces.
Michael Sheridan, an attorney with
Butler, Snow, O’Mara, Stevens & Cannada
PLLC, says employers need to be prepared
to include this notice in their communication plans. The notice requirement
could prove challenging for employers
because employees are likely to ask a lot
of questions about the new exchanges,

pricing and the new law, he explained.
“I’m not sure that they will be in the
position to answer all of these questions,”
Sheridan said.
While Sheridan said there are still
many “vast unknowns” about the new
health care law and the health care exchanges, he believes it is likely that costs
will increase for both employees and
employers.
“The intent of the law is to bring
uninsured people into the system, and we
have to find a way to pay for it,” Sheridan
said. “That means premiums will increase
in order to cover the costs of the new
people coming into the system.”
Many of the costs associated with the
Affordable Care Act won’t be clear until
the fall, when the new exchanges make
their debut, he said.
Timothy Finnell, founder of Group
Benefits LLC, agreed with Sheridan’s assessment.
Employers who are considering
chucking their group insurance, so
employees can buy coverage on the exchange, should think again, he said.
“Early signs are that the low-cost plans
on the exchanges will be pretty crummy
insurance,” warned Finnell, who anticipates the most affordable plans will have
high deductibles, co-pays and a more
limited choice of providers.
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Landers Flourishing With Family Law Firm
Jennifer Johnson Backer
The Memphis News

I

t all started with a request to handle
the divorces of a few of the firm’s
clients, Suzanne Landers recalled
from her office in the Memphis Cotton Exchange building in Downtown
Memphis.
Early on in Landers’ legal career, she
worked for a firm that specialized in
insurance defense work.
“They had people who needed a
divorce, and who were really part of
their business clientele,” she said. “And
that’s a very awkward thing to handle
when you are actually in-line with those
clients on a case.”
To Landers’ surprise, she found she
loved working on the divorce cases and
began quickly building a referral base.
Before long, she had a huge family law
practice that didn’t quite fit within the
structure of the firm she was with at
that time.
While many attorneys are repelled
by the personal drama and baggage that
tends to accompany many divorce cases, Landers said she found her earliest
cases both interesting and rewarding.
“The reward comes when you take
someone who has never balanced a
checkbook, never written a bill, never
had to survive on his or her own because the other partner controlled all
of that … and they get faced with the
real world, and they are forced to learn,”
Landers said. “And then you sort of
launch them, almost like children, and
it is exceptionally rewarding to watch
someone succeed in that.”
After a few moves to firms more
suited to deal with family law, Landers decided to launch her own firm,
The Landers Firm, in 1997. The firm
specializes on litigation and mediation
of divorce and other family law issues
like child visitation, alimony, paternity
issues, prenuptial agreements and
international child abduction.
The all-female firm has now grown
to include two other partners and three

Brian Johnson

The Landers Firm is led by managing partner Suzanne Landers (center) and
partners Lucie Brackin (left) and Amy Martin.

attorneys who are employees.
“When I was practicing early on,
it was primarily around men and with
men, and that became very hard once
children came along,” Landers said, as
she explained her decision to launch
The Landers Firm. “Part of what I was
looking for, was to craft an arrangement
where I could come and go a little more
freely and to have a little more control
over that calendar so I could meet all of
my obligations with a little less stress.”
Landers said it was challenging to
balance family obligations with her
growing family law practice when her
two sons were young.
While Landers’ two sons are grown
today, she still strives to maintain a firm
culture that helps women balance both
career obligations and their personal
lives.
“If Tuesday is the only day that your
doctor can see you, you aren’t going to
get any squabbles from me,” she said.
“As long as your work is finished, there
are truly no questions asked.”
Family law has evolved since the
Little Rock, Ark., native began carving
out her niche in the industry. Landers

said more couples are willing to use
mediation to save money and time.
“The fewer traumas they go through
in the divorce process, the better they
will perform down the road as a family,” she said. “We try really hard to get
people into settlement mode as quickly
as we can.”
Landers said mediation can save
people from having to say particularly
ugly things about the other party in a
court room.
“That’s the stuff that really sticks
with people,” Landers emphasized. “It
helps them down the road not to have
had to sling the mud.”
Relatively soft-spoken but assertive
in her own way, Landers said she sometimes employs whispering as a tactic to
get the attention of clients who are in a
particularly heated argument.
“I’ve had to find my own way, and
my own way is quiet for the most part,”
she said with a smile. “It’s better for all
of the parties if we keeping the yelling to
a minimum.”
An art aficionado, Landers has decorated The Landers Firm with sculptures,
paintings and other contemporary art.

Today, I finished reading the book
“Delivering Happiness: A Path to Profits, Passion and Purpose” by Tony Hsieh. Tony is the
CEO of Zappos – and Tony is an experimenter
extraordinaire! In a nutshell, he seems to be
willing to try pretty much anything in his ongoing quest to develop and nurture a culture
of happiness creators at Zappos.
Sometimes when I read or hear something, it gets stuck in my mind. It’s like those
annoying pop-up messages on your computer. You click the exit box and make them
go away, but they
come right back.
However, in my
case the mental
pop-up messages are not usually
annoying, they’re
chris cRouch thought provokSMART STUFF
4 WORK ing. Here’s what
I read that kept
popping up: “Happiness is the most soughtafter thing in the world.”
Think about it, that’s a pretty strong
statement. If it is true that something is the
most sought-after thing in the world, it’s
probably worth learning about. And this is
where Tony and I have much in common.
Curiosity about what generates and sustains
happiness drove both of us to launch an
intensive study of happiness. I found it quite
interesting that Tony and I have read so many
of the same books on happiness and come to
the exact same conclusions. Oh, by the way,
I use my knowledge of happiness to help my
clients joyfully and productively participate
in their careers and in life in general. Tony
used his knowledge to build a company that
achieved a billion dollars in annual revenue
in less than a decade, create incredible opportunities for those who share his passion,
and amass a personal fortune. That’s OK, I’m
happy with all of that.
Here are a few conclusions about happiness that I want to share with you. My
purpose in sharing them is to encourage
you to become curious about happiness and
perhaps launch your own happiness knowledge quest.
Happiness does not always mean you are
“jumping up and down” happy. Happiness is
also about sustained periods of calm satisfaction with the way your life is going. Happiness is not like dollars. If I have a dollar and
give it to you – then you have it and I don’t.
Dollar exchanging is a zero sum proposition.
However, if I have happiness and I give it to
you – we both have it afterwards. That last
sentence, in my mind, gets to the very core of
how Tony has built such a successful company. The real underlying reason that people do
the things they do is the pursuit of happiness;
personal happiness and the happiness of
those they care about. Most of your actions
are only a means to an end. Happiness is the
end. I could go on an on about what does and
does not lead to happiness. However, in the
long run, I believe you will be happier if you
personally take the time to better understand
the most sought-after thing in the world.
Start by reading Tony’s book. You’ll be happy
you did!
Chris Crouch is CEO of DME Training and
Consulting and author of several books on
improving productivity. Contact him through
www.dmetraining.com.
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Hancock Helps Employers Avoid Legal Landmines
Michael Waddell | The Memphis News

J

onathan Hancock, partner and shareholder in Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC’s labor and
employment practice group, feels fortunate to have been instructed in employment law by current Memphis Mayor A C
Wharton Jr. while attending law school at
the University of Mississippi in the mid1990s.
On the first day of class, Wharton
walked in and stepped to the podium and
said, “If you want job security as a lawyer
after you graduate from law school, you
should consider practicing in the employment law area because there will always
be employers and there will always be
employees and they will never get along.”
Hancock took the advice, and for the
past 16 years he has represented employers when there is a conflict with employees.
“I really get satisfaction by being able
to work out the disputes,” said Hancock,
who deals with issues like employee counseling and termination, proactive employee training, and the handling of employee
complaints and claims, whether made
informally to the employer or filed as part
of a lawsuit in state or federal courts across
the country.

“Employment law
is particularly dynamic,
and there have been
quite a few significant
changes in the law that
affect the employment
relationship over the last
five to 10 years,” he said.
“We’ve seen changes
surrounding the filing
of lawsuits, settlement
of lawsuits and the
decision to take cases to
trial.”
Five to seven years
Hancock
ago he saw reluctance in
the legal community to
take cases to trial because there were big
verdicts coming out and employers did not
want to take the risk.
“It seems like it has come full circle
now, and we are seeing the trend change
back with many more cases going to trial,”
he said.
The past three years have been the
busiest of Hancock’s career, following a few
years of being forced to take on less traditional work due to rate pressures brought
on by the faltering economy. Hancock
made the decision to pursue a career in
law as early as the ninth grade during high
school. He was very active in strategic debate and mock trials during that time, and
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he was heavily influenced by his instructors
leading those groups.
“I made an early
decision that practicing
law was what I wanted
to do, and that decision
never got derailed,”
said Hancock, who attended Millsaps College
in Jackson, Miss., and
then graduated from the
University of Mississippi
School of Law in 1996.
After college he
worked for a brief period at Ford & Harrison
LLP and then spent nearly a decade working at Glankler Brown PLLC. Then in early
2010 he decided to join Baker Donelson.
“I gained more from 10 years at
Glankler Brown than any 10 years anywhere else in my entire life, and I worked
with some fantastic lawyers and wonderful
people there,” he said. “The biggest catalyst for my move to Baker Donelson was
the need for a larger geographic footprint
for some clients that I was involved with.”
Specifically, Baker Donelson’s offices
in Birmingham, Atlanta and Nashville
were in close proximity to client sites that
Hancock was already heavily traveling to,
and then after 2010 the firm opened new

offices in Houston and Orlando, also cities
where Hancock was doing a good amount
of work. This year Hancock is also serving
as the president of Memphis Area Legal
Services. MALS offers pro bono services for
those in the community who are unable to
pay for legal civil cases, including mortgages being wrongfully foreclosed, tenants
being wrongfully evicted, domestic abuse
situations and various issues for veterans.
Hancock sees his most important role
as president to be the coordination of
strategic fundraising efforts.
“Sometimes we simply do not have
enough money to even keep the lawyers
we have on staff employed full time,
and we have never had anywhere close
to enough money to provide all of the
services that we would consider the most
basic to all of the people in the community that need them,” he said. “MALS can
barely serve one-third of the people that
need it in our community.”
MALS is the primary beneficiary of the
ongoing Campaign for Equal Justice, and
it also receives funding from local lawyers
and corporations through efforts of the bar
association.
“One of my goals as board president is
to increase the giving from other sectors
of the community, like faith-based groups
and other non-legal entities,” Hancock
said.
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Lasting Impression
Metal Museum celebrates work of apprentices past and present

Signal Flow
PR Firm
Celebrates
Milestone
Two-year-old company specializes in
promoting music
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

E

Lance Murphey

Matthew Snape, an apprentice at the Metal Museum, waxes and seals a forged steel guitar in the Metals Shop. The
museum is featuring an exhibit of work by former apprentices at the shop called, “Metal Museum Apprentices: Then
and Now.” It runs through Sept. 8 at the museum’s grounds overlooking the Mississippi River.

AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

M

atthew Snape was working for a
blacksmith in his native United
Kingdom when he got the opportunity to do a demonstration at the
Metal Museum.
“I fancied coming back,” said Snape,
34. “I felt like it was time for a change and
I was fortunate enough to get it and here
I am.”
Snape and Mike Chmielewski are
serving as the Metal Museum’s current apprentices, plying their trade as the Metal
Museum pays homage to its apprentices
past and present.
The museum is hosting “Metal Museum Apprentices, Then and Now” through
Sept. 8, during which former apprentices
from the Metal Museum’s shops will showcase recent art alongside work from their
time at the museum and works from the
current apprentices.
People might be familiar with some of
the Metal Museum’s public art projects,
like the 120-foot-long steel and copper
piece representing the river flowing in the
mezzanine of the Cannon Center for the
Performing Arts or the seven-foot stainless
steel and raised copper chrysalis swing
inside My Big Backyard at Memphis Botanic Gardens, but the artists often remain
somewhat of a mystery.
“People are very fascinated by what

our artists do and don’t often get to see
them,” said Carissa Hussong, the Metal
Museum’s executive director. “It’s a great
way to show what our artists do, where
they come from and where they’ve gone.”
Snape was busy recently crafting a
stylized guitar for an award commissioned
by the Memphis Music Foundation.
“It’s not the easiest way to make a
living,” he said. “I think you do it because
you love it.”
Metal artists who love their craft have
been showing up at the museum since
it first opened its doors in 1978. And the
apprenticeship program has grown from
a somewhat informal process into a program with a competitive applicant pool.
“The apprenticeship program has
come a long way,” said Joel Parsons, exhibitions and communications manager
for the museum. “Originally it was more
informal and it was younger blacksmiths
who wanted to work with older blacksmiths. Now it’s a more formal and selective process.”
Apprentices serve two years, earn a
stipend, and receive health insurance and
their basic materials, such as coal and
steel, allowing them to use the smithy in
their own time to produce work for sale.
“During the day we work on the shop
stuff and at night we work on our own
stuff,” said Chmielewski, 36.
They also live at the museum, which is
nestled on a 3.2-acre site on the western
half of a former U.S. Marine Hospital that

dates back to the 1880s and overlooks a
scenic bend in the Mississippi River.
The apprenticeships allow smiths to
work on a grander scale, producing larger
objects, including some commissioned by
private clients.
Chmielewski, who specializes in
creating functional metal art, was recently
working on a piece commissioned by
Memphis-based Bryce Corp. The piece
features gears, connecting rods and a
crankshaft that makes small metal panels
flip around.
The blacksmith trade involves a host
of skills – grinding, machining, forging,
welding, soddering, carving and engraving
– that keep them busy and fascinated.
“It’s not something everybody can do,”
Chmielewski said. “It’s hard to get tired
doing things because there’s so much to
do.
“It’s also a pretty permanent thing
when you get done. Metal lasts a long
time.”

IF YOU GO:
Event: Metal Museum
Apprentices, Then and Now
WHEN: June 14 - September 8
WHERE: Metal Museum, 374 Metal
Museum Dr, Memphis, TN 38106

lizabeth Cawein is getting
set to host a party at Minglewood Hall’s 1884 Lounge in
two weeks in honor of her public
relations firm Signal Flow PR hitting
its two-year anniversary. There will
be performances by Myla Smith and
Chris Milam, two clients of Cawein’s
firm. A disc jockey will be spinning
tunes until late in the evening, and
Signal Flow is launching a new website shortly before the party.
“I want people to come out to see
Myla and Chris and just celebrate
with us,” Cawein said. “We’re so
happy we’ve been able to make this
work for two years.”
Indeed, the party represents a
milestone worth celebrating but
also comes at a time when the firm’s
founder, a hyper-kinetic fan of Memphis music, is thinking about tomorrow, in a manner of speaking.
Signal Flow, for example, is soon
taking on its first TV-related client.
Teasing a few details now, Cawein
said it’s actually a Web series, and
she already sees lots of possibilities
on the horizon because of it.
“It’s exciting, because we’ve
strictly been music before, and that’s
definitely where my passion is, but I
think this is going to be a cool project with tons of opportunities to do
things from a marketing perspective
we haven’t gotten to do before and to
interact with fans in a new way,” she
said. “We’re starting that on July 1, so
I’m excited about that.”
Since starting the firm in 2011
after leaving her job at the Memphis
Music Foundation, Signal Flow has
added an account manager and will
have two interns this summer.
The firm recently revamped its
logo – it’s now in the image of an
equipment knob. In the recording
industry, signal flow refers to the
path a signal follows from a source,
like where an instrument is plugged
in, all the way to output. That’s not
unlike how Cawein’s young firm operates. Musicians, bands and music
businesses all can plug in with her,
and she’ll help generate an image
and story that complements their
sound.
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Museum Expands Civil Rights Exhibits
More video elements, updated technology, other features slated to debut in first quarter of 2014
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

F

rom the hold of a slave ship to a
segregated classroom to “freedom
song karaoke,” the new elements
of the renovated National Civil Rights
Museum are taking shape.
Officials of the 22-year-old museum
updated the first renovation in the history
of the museum built on the site of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination in
1968. They told a group of 20 at an annex
building next to the construction site
Thursday, June 20, to expect more video
elements, updated technology and an
“immersion” into the civil rights movement.
“The iconic elements will remain,”
administration and special projects director Tracy Lauritzen Wright was quick to
add, referring to the burned wreckage of
a Greyhound bus, a 1950s Montgomery,
Ala., bus, a segregated lunch counter with
sit-in participants and an early-1960s
Birmingham, Ala., streetscape.
The circa-1968 Memphis garbage
truck will also remain although the museum’s expansion includes more space
for a fuller exhibit on the 1968 sanitation workers’ strike that brought King to
Memphis.
There will also be expanded museum
areas dealing with the civil rights movement in Mississippi before and after
James Meredith’s 1962 integration of the
University of Mississippi. That integration
exhibit will include a video explaining the
significance of the event.
The segregated classroom to be added

Bill Dries

Construction work on the National Civil Rights Museum continues as new museum
exhibits are taking shape.

will be part of an expanded exhibit on
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1954 Brown v.
Board of Education decision ending racial
segregation of schools by law.
What are now wall treatments and
text briefly summarizing the black power
movement of the mid- to late-1960s will
become a more detailed exhibit. It will
segue into an exploration of black pride to
show a “world in transition,” Wright said
of the display of album covers mixed with
literature and listening stations for the
music and spoken word behind the art
and text.
Wright said in planning for the mu-

seum’s renovation, citizens said they want
more video and archival material and less
of the museum’s reliance on text to tell the
story of the movement and its origins.
The result is keeping the replica of the
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala. But
those walking under the superstructure
will feel as if they are in the midst of the
violent reaction by police and state troopers to the first attempt to march from
Selma to Montgomery in 1965.
The voting rights act exhibit will
include a look at the black elected officials
that resulted over several decades including the 2008 election of Barack Obama as

president.
The replica of a slave ship is part of
an expanded section on the origins of the
movement.
The museum’s original technology,
in use up to the partial closing of the
museum’s main building, included multimedia on laser discs. The technology itself
is now hard or impossible to find parts. As
the museum undergoes its physical transformation, museum planners are gathering more archival material and recording
participants in the movement telling their
stories to become part of the museum
experience.
The singalong with songs of the early1960s movement described by Wright as
“freedom songs karaoke” is part of a new
exhibit that explores demonstrations in
Albany, Ga.
The 1961 voter registration campaign
in Albany saw authorities there adopt
a non-violent reaction and the use of
multiple jails to hold demonstrators who
were arrested. King began serving a 45day sentence after he was arrested and
refused to pay a fine. The police chief of
the town paid King’s fine three days into
the sentence and he was released against
his wishes.
The onsite construction at the
museum and off-site media production are part of the ongoing phase of the
museum’s renovation, which began in
the fall. The museum with new exhibits
is scheduled for an opening in the first
quarter of 2014.

N o np r o f i t S e c t o r

Survey: Poverty Rising for State’s Kids
Jennifer Johnson Backer | The Memphis News

M

ore Tennessee families are trying to raise children in the face
of poverty and homelessness,
according to an annual survey released
Monday, June 24, by the Annie E. Casey
Foundation.
The number of Tennessee children
living in poverty increased to 26 percent in
2011, compared with 21 percent in 2005,
before the recession. About 34 percent of
the state’s children lack secure employment, while an estimated 35 percent live
in a household with a high housing cost
burden, the survey found. Overall, Tennessee ranks No. 39 for the overall economic
well-being of children.
“As our economic recovery continues,
we cannot lose sight of doing whatever it
takes to help kids, particularly kids in low-

income families, reach their full potential,
and that includes laying a sold foundation
from the moment they are born,” said
Patrick McCarthy, president and CEO of
the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
Nationally, the number of children living in poverty also increased to 23 percent,
compared with 19 percent in 2005. States
in the Southeast, Southwest and Appalachia continue to rank near the bottom
of the list for overall child well-being.
With the exception of California, 17 of the
lowest-ranking states are located in these
regions. For the first time, New Mexico
slipped to worst in the nation, edging out
Mississippi, which ranked No. 49.
“A child’s chance of thriving depends
not just on individual, familial and
community characteristics, but also on

the state in which she or he is born and
raised,” according to survey findings.
“States vary considerably in their amount
of wealth and other resources.”
In many states, including Tennessee,
charities and government programs were
cut during the recession, making it more
difficult for families and children to get by.
About 74 percent of Mid-South nonprofit organizations reported increased
service demands in 2012, compared with
72 percent a year earlier. But many of
those organizations cannot fully meet the
demand for increased services because
of funding constraints, according to data
from the Alliance for Nonprofit Excellence,
a group that serves Mid-South nonprofits.
While there have been considerable
economic setbacks for children living in

Tennessee and elsewhere in the nation,
there were some improvements in both
education and health. The number of
Tennessee children not attending preschool fell to 54 percent in 2009, compared
with 56 percent in 2005. There were also
statewide improvements in the number of
fourth graders not proficient in reading,
eight graders not proficient in math and
the number of high school students not
graduating on time.
Despite the improvements in education, the report findings found 66 percent of Tennessee’s eight graders are not
proficient in math and 68 percent of fourth
graders are not proficient in reading.
Overall, about 22 percent of high school
students in Tennessee do not graduate on
time.
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Loeb Enjoying Strong Demand in East Memphis
Pomp & Poise, a new gift store concept specializing in home and garden
items, has signed a new lease at Park
Place Center.
Pomp and Poise will occupy 1,400
square feet at the East Memphis retail
center at the southwest corner of Park
Avenue and Ridgeway Road.
Pyro’s Fire Fresh Pizza, a new pizza
restaurant concept, also recently signed a
new lease for 4,823 square feet at the Loeb
Properties Inc. retail center, taking the
space that became available when Jason’s
Deli moved to a new location.
Park Place, which Loeb Properties
purchased from Belz Enterprises Inc.,
for $10.3 million in 2010, also features
P.F. Changs, Stash Furniture, IO Metro
Furniture, Amerigo Italian Restaurant and
Hallmark.
Meanwhile, Sugar Plum Consignments, a popular women’s consignment
boutique that provides new, gently used
and vintage brand-name merchandise,
has renewed its lease at Primacy Place
retail center.
The East Memphis submarket, the
most stable in the city, continues to see
strong leasing activity, which Loeb Properties has been able to capitalize on.

“We currently find demand for retail
space in East Memphis to be the strongest
across our portfolio,” said Aaron Petree,
vice president of brokerage at Loeb.
“Our East Memphis retail centers are
currently 99 percent occupied,” Petree
said. “As a company, Loeb Properties is
always pleased with business investment
in the core of our city.”
Petree represented Loeb Properties
in the Pomp & Poise lease while Taylor
Weaver with Crye-Leike Commercial
represented the tenant. Petree also represented Loeb Properties in the Pyro’s Fire
Fresh Pizza lease while Shawn Massey, a
partner with the Shopping Center Group
LLC, represented Pyro’s. Laura Reece
represented Loeb Properties in the Sugar
Plum transaction.
In other leasing news, Crawford & Co.
has leased 916 square feet at Poplar Towers in East Memphis.
Atlanta-based Crawford & Co. is the
world’s largest independent provider of
claims management solutions to insurance companies and self-insured organizations, boasting a worldwide network
serving clients in more than 70 countries.
The 102,040-square-foot Poplar Tow-

3946 Lamar Ave.
Memphis, TN 38118
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Jamesbridge Apartments
Sell for $3.6 Million
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ERIC SMITH | The Memphis News

Jamesbridge
Apartments

ers is at 6263 Poplar Ave. in East Memphis. a 15-year-old Memphis-based company.
Audio Video Artistry specializes
Poplar Towers is owned by Lake Worth,
in residential entertainment and
Fla.-based In-Rel Properties, which
communications, including home
has a 1.4 million-square-foot porttheaters and music systems.
folio in Memphis.
Century Center is Boyle InvestDexter Warrior represented
ment Co.’s 150-acre mixed-use deCrawford & Co., while Anna
velopment with current zoning
Tranum and Phil Dagastino
allowing 500,000 square feet
Jr. of Commercial Advisors/
of retail and 1 million square
Cushman & Wakefield – which
feet of office, showroom,
manage the In-Rel portfolio –
represented the landlord.
Amos Maki distribution and retail square
Since taking over leasing
Inked footage.
Montreal-based Dalfen
duties, Commercial Advisors
America Corp. bought the eight-building
has been able to steadily increase occupancy at Poplar Towers from 71 percent in Trinity Ridge Business Center in Cordova
in 2011 for $7.6 million. The eight-build2012 to 79 percent today.
ing, 235,000-square-foot industrial park
“One of the building’s greatest
is on 22 acres north of the intersection
competitive advantages is its extremely
of Trinity and Raleigh-LaGrange roads.
aggressive rental rate within the heart of
It was built between 1998 and 2007. In
East Memphis,” Tranum said.
August 2007, DBSI Inc. purchased Trinity
Ridge Business Center for $22.9 million.
Meanwhile, Audio Video Artistry
Bryce Daves from CB Richard Ellis
will move from the Century Center to
Memphis represented the landlord.
a 4,000-square-foot suite inside Trinity
Ridge Business Center on Trinity Road in
Send commercial lease announceCordova.
“We are a custom audio-video compa- ments to Amos Maki, who can be reached
at 521-2464 or amos@memphisdailynews.
ny and we couldn’t be happier,” said Brad
com.
Parsley, co-owner of Audio Video Artistry,
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3689 James Road • memphis, TN 38128

Loan Amount: $9.3 million
Loan Date: June 19, 2013
Maturity Date: July 1, 2023
Borrower: Willow Wyck LP
Lender: Magna Bank
Details: The owner of the 366-unit
Shadowbrook Townhouses at 3946
Lamar Ave. in Oakhaven has filed a
$9.3 million loan on the property.
Salt Lake City-based Willow Wyck
LP filed the multifamily deed of
trust, absolute assignment of leases
and rents and security agreement
(including fixture filing) June 19
through Magna Bank.
Paul D. Montgomery signed the
trust deed as president of Property
Asset Management Inc., general
partner of the borrower.
Built in 1972, the Class D apartment
complex contains 449,612 square
feet in multiple buildings on 24.8
acres east of the intersection of Lamar Avenue and New Getwell Road.
The Shelby County Assessor of
Property’s 2013 appraisal is $5.7
million.

3689 James Road
Memphis, TN 38128
Sale Amount: $3.6 million
Sale Date: June 6, 2013
Buyer: Advantage Way LLC
Seller: 215-39 Jamesbridge Holdings LLC
Details: A California company has bought the 432-unit Jamesbridge Apartments at
3689 James Road in Raleigh for $3.6 million.
Advantage Way LLC, which lists a Vista, Calif., address, acquired the Class C multifamily complex in a June 6 special warranty deed from 215-39 Jamesbridge Holdings LLC.

4778 Summer Ave.
Memphis, TN 38122
Loan Amount: $3.4 million
Loan Date: June 11, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrower: Bell Property Group GP
Lender: Independent Bank
Details: Bell Property Group GP has
filed a $3.4 million loan on the Bell
Plaza Shopping Center on Summer
Avenue in Berclair.
The company filed the deed of trust,

security agreement and fixture
filing June 11 through Independent
Bank.
William M. Bell III signed the trust
deed as president of Bell Properties
Inc., the managing partner of the
borrower.
The main parcel of the shopping
center is 4778 Summer Ave. That
property includes 38,404 square
feet of retail space on 3 acres at the
northeast corner of Summer Avenue
and Avon Road. The Shelby County
Assessor of Property’s 2013 appraisal is $1.4 million.
Another parcel in the Bell Plaza
Shopping Center is 4862 Summer,
which includes 16,800 square feet
of retail space on 3 acres to the east
of the 4778 Summer property. That
parcel has an appraised value of
$724,400.
9025 U.S. 64
Memphis, TN 38016
Loan Amount: $7.5 million
Loan Date: June 13, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrower: Westco-Lightman #1 LLC
Lender: State Farm Life Insurance
Co.
Details: The owner of the
91,464-square-foot Kroger store at
9025 U.S. 64 in Cordova has filed a
$7.5 million loan on the property.
Westco-Lightman #1 LLC – an affiliate of Weston Cos. – filed the deed of
trust and security agreement June
13 through State Farm Life Insurance Co.
Michael M. Caldwell signed the
trust deed as president of Westco
Development #32 Inc.
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Ramsey Brings Wealth of Experience to Frayser
Bill Dries | The Memphis News

Ramsey joined the
group and served his
residency in the Charlotte, N.C., school system
or a new school principal arriving
teaching in elementary
in Memphis, this might seem like at
least an interesting time and place to and high school. From
there, he became a high
become a school administrator.
school math and science
For Russ Ramsey, he is also starting a
teacher at a charter
new school in August that is part of the
school, the KIPP Gaston
state-run Achievement School District
College Preparatory
in an area of Memphis where all but one
School in rural Gaston,
school is among the lowest performing in
N.C. He was varsity basethe state in terms of student achievement.
Ramsey
ball coach as well.
Ramsey is the new principal of the
“I got to really see a
Frayser 9th Grade Academy, which opens
model of an excellent high school program
in August within Westside Achievement
that changed kids’ lives and changed comMiddle School.
munities,” Ramsey said of his experience
“It’s going to be really hard and it’s
in Gaston.
going to be really fun,” Ramsey said. “I
KIPP is part of the set of charter schools
can’t think of a more important place to be
in Memphis, which has more charter
doing this work.”
schools than any other place in Tennessee.
Ramsey’s work is the work of his family
And Teach for America is one of several
for several generations.
national teacher residency programs that
“I come from a family of educators,” he
have been a key part of the changes to
said. “My grandpa, who was my idol, was a
public education in Memphis.
teacher and a football coach and a princiRamsey left KIPP to do more psycholpal and worked with a small district. From
ogy and education research at Vanderbilt
showing up in college, I knew that’s kind of
University in Nashville, including work
where I was going to end up being.”
with the National Center on Scaling Up
Ramsey earned his bachelor’s degree
EMPHIS DAILY NEWS
BOS027453B
1
2013
Effective Schools, the Children’s Learning
in psychology at Texas A&M University,
x7
NCAPONE
Lab and the Educational
Cognitive Neuroone of many campuses where the teacher
RN LPN
science Lab.
residency program Teach For America has
A month before moving to Memphis,
a presence.

F

You’re about healing.
You’re about giving back.
You’re about to make
an incredible decision.
Now Hiring RN’s & LPN’s!
Remember why you chose healthcare? For the chance to help, comfort and
heal. That is exactly what Wexford Health offers. We are a leading medical
provider for correctional facilities, and we can help you make a difference every
day. After all, that is why you chose a career in nursing, now you should choose
Wexford Health to be the next step in your nursing career.
Wexford Health is currently seeking candidates for the following positions to
work within the Mississippi State Penitentiary in Parchman, MS:
• Registered Nurse
• Licensed Practical Nurse
The Registered Nurse responsible for the delivery of patient care through the
nursing process of assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation. Also
directs and guides patient teaching activities and ancillary personnel, while
maintaining standards of professional nursing.
The Licensed Practical Nurse is responsible for assisting in the
delivery of patient care through the nursing process of
assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation. Under
the supervision of Registered Nurses, directs and guides
patient teaching activities commensurate with education
and demonstrated competencies.
To learn more and apply, please contact
Shanda Briddell at (601) 591-4160 or email:
sbriddell@wexfordhealth.com OR visit us online
at: jobs.wexfordhealth.com/search/Mississippi
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Ramsey earned his master’s degree in education
policy from Vanderbilt’s
Peabody College of Education.
The work in the
Frayser cluster of three
schools – Frayser and
Corning Achievement
Elementary and Westside – so far has been
undertaken directly by
the Achievement School
District without charter
operators. It has attracted
attention nationally and within teaching
groups and teacher residency programs
that are a part of the three Frayser schools.
But it’s happened against a backdrop in
which the rise of charter school operators
in the coming school year and beyond has
drawn much of the local attention in an
already dense political atmosphere including the schools merger.
Balancing that are the problems Frayser has faced since the plants and factories
that made it the city’s most blue-collar
suburb began to close in the 1980s. The
area has never fully recovered from those
and along with Hickory Hill was one of
the two areas of the city hit hardest by the
WHS0001
mortgage-foreclosure
crisis.
And it’s where Ramsey wants to be.
“In Memphis, specifically, and Tennes-

see, there is a lot of effort and a lot of policy
and a lot of programs and time and talent
being put into improving education from
kindergarten through high school and into
college,” he said.
“I think in Memphis, specifically, you
see a lot of people starting to work toward
that end. That’s what drew me to Memphis, is just seeing the beginning of this
concentration of people and of ideas and
of attention toward working in communities and improving our neighborhood
schools.”
Ramsey arrived in Memphis late in the
spring and immediately went to Westside
nearing the end of its first school year as
part of the Achievement School District.
He began talking with parents who had
indicated support for something like the
academy for their children as an alternative to a move into Frayser High School
in the ninth grade. Westside feeds into
Frayser High.
That’s not necessarily a knock against
Frayser High School, which is also in the
bottom 5 percent of the state’s public
schools in terms of students’ achievement
– the status that makes it a candidate for
inclusion in the ASD in the future.
Westside was built as – and for most of
its existence since the late 1950s – a high
school with a junior high school. For its
sixth through eighth graders, it is a logical
stepping stone to high school life.
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Medical Supply Program Facing Delays, Scrutiny
JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

L

ess than a week before an effort to
rein in billions of dollars in Medicare spending on home medical
equipment is set to kick in, members of
Congress and medical supply programs
are pushing to delay the plan, saying some
of the process has been mishandled and
that the process lacks transparency.
In a June 12 letter sent to Marilyn Tanner, who leads the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Service, a bipartisan group
of 227 representatives pointed to problems in Tennessee, where a probe found
that 30 of 98 Medicare suppliers awarded
contracts were not licensed by the state.
Medicare has agreed to void the contracts, and Tanner said the agency “may
consider making new awards to qualified
and licensed suppliers in the future.”
Letter signees also focused on the lack
of transparency, the lack of binding bids
during the contract process, and the improper vetting of the financial wherewithal of many of the firms awarded contracts.
The Medicare competitive bidding
program, the Competitive Bidding Program for Durable Medical Equipment,
Prosthetics, Orthotics and Supplies, was
created by a law designed to modernize Medicare in 2003 and signed into law
by President George W. Bush. Originally
set to launch more than four years ago,
pressure from makers of medical supplies
and Congress has successfully delayed the
program until now.
The Medicare competitive bidding

Shutterstock

A plan to rein in Medicare spending on home medical equipment could be delayed a
week before its set to be enacted.

program is scheduled to go into effect
July 1 for 91 metropolitan areas, including
Memphis.
The CMS Office of the Actuary projects
that the program will save $25.8 billion for
Medicare over 10 years, and save another
$17.2 billion for beneficiaries through
lower coinsurance and premiums. The
agency has said the program will save
Medicare consumers an average of 45
percent on home health care supplies like
wheelchairs, crutches, blood pressure

monitors and diabetic testing supplies.
Critics of the bidding process, including drug companies and makers of
medical supplies, have said the new bidding program could drive down prices to
levels that push some medical suppliers
out of business. Medical suppliers have
spent millions of dollars on lobbying and
advertising and stand to gain financially
if the competitive bidding process isn’t
implemented.
Advocates of the new pricing pro-

gram have said consumers can privately
purchase home medical equipment much
more cheaply than what the government
reimburses medical suppliers.
In a letter sent by Tennessee members
of Congress led by Sens. Lamar Alexander,
R-Tenn., and Bob Corker, R-Tenn., Reps.
Steve Cohen, D-Memphis, Marsha Blackburn, R-Brentwood, Phil Roe, R-Johnson
City, John J. Duncan Jr., R-Knoxville, Jim
Cooper, D-Nashville, Chuck Fleishmann,
R-Ooltewah, Scott DesJarlais, R-Jasper,
and Diane Black, R-Gallatin, the delegation expressed concerns that CMS
awarded contracts to out-of-state suppliers not licensed by the state.
“The finding by the administration that nearly a third of its Medicare
equipment suppliers in Tennessee were
awarded contracts in violation of state
law is troubling,” Alexander said. “While
it’s appropriate now that the administration will void the contracts it mistakenly
awarded, we will continue to monitor the
situation to ensure every Medicare beneficiary is able to get the medical equipment
they need when they need it.”
Tennessee congressional members
said the state’s licensing standards help
ensure Medicare beneficiaries are able to
get equipment from businesses that have
been vetted by the state. Some members
expressed concern about whether outof-state suppliers could adequately serve
Medicare beneficiaries by the program
deadline.

H eal t h Ca r e & B i o t e c h

Report: Delays Possible for Tennessee’s Uninsured
Jennifer Johnson backer | The Memphis News

A

government watchdog report released last week pointed to delays
in setting up consumer assistance
programs in states that have opted for
federally run health insurance marketplaces, like Tennessee.
The Government Accountability Office report released Wednesday, June 19,
said the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) was two months late in
announcing grant funding for groups including hospitals, county health agencies,
religious groups and chambers of commerce that will help consumers navigate
the new marketplaces and enroll in health
care insurance.
In April, the federal government
announced it had set aside $54 million in “navigator” grant funding to be
distributed to groups in the 34 states that
have opted for federally run health care
exchanges. The funding will be distributed based on the number of uninsured
consumers in each state.
With less than 100 days to the deadline for opening the online market-

places on Oct. 1, consumer advocates are
concerned that the uninsured in states
with federally-run exchanges won’t get as
much assistance as those in states that
are setting up their own exchanges. The
Affordable Care Act provides generous
funding to states like California that are
running their own exchanges, but has
provided as little as $600,000 to states
with federally run exchanges.
Polls show many Americans know
little about the Affordable Care Act and
how it will affect them. While California
has budgeted $50 million for in-person
consumer help, Tennessee has received
$1.48 million in funding to help enroll the
state’s estimated 889,016 citizens that lack
health care insurance.
Timothy Finnell, the president of
Group Benefits LLC, said he thinks the
federal government will fall far short of
the 7 million uninsured Americans it says
it hopes to enroll by the end March.
But Finnell says he would attribute
the challenges in encouraging people to
sign up for health care coverage to the
cost of coverage and the level of coverage
provided, rather than the lack of funding
for marketing outreach and enrollment

efforts. Many consumers, particularly
younger, healthier individuals, may opt
to pay the $95 tax penalty in 2014, rather
than purchasing more costly insurance
coverage on the exchanges, he said.
The Congressional Budget Office
has said an estimated 24 million Americans will get health insurance coverage
through the exchanges by 2022, but only
about 7 million will enroll in the first year.
Memphis hospitals contacted by The
Daily News said they hope to partner
with community organizations that are
awarded navigator grants to help guide
local residents through the enrollment
process. While all the local hospitals contacted declined to be interviewed on the
record, some said they are considering
running their own outreach efforts to help
enroll the uninsured.
Nonprofit hospitals also were eligible
to apply for the federal navigator grant
funding. CMS gave applicants until June
7 to submit their applications. While CMS
planned to begin navigator training in
July, under its current plan the agency will
not announce the navigator grant recipients until Aug. 15. Training will not begin
until at least September, just a month

before initial enrollment is set to begin on
Oct. 1.
Enrolling Memphis’ uninsured
population is critical for area hospitals as
they grapple with fewer reimbursements
from Medicaid and Medicare, in addition
to losing millions annually on providing
unreimbursed care to the uninsured. Hospitals in Memphis and across Tennessee
will have to comply with the Affordable
Care Act mandates without an additional
$1.4 billion in Medicaid money to provide
health care and other services for the
uninsured.
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam rejected a
plan to expand Medicaid coverage under
the health care law.
While the GAO report warned about
missed deadlines for community outreach, regulators also warned that the
deadlines missed so far will likely not
impact the law’s implementation, but the
“still-unknown and evolving scope of the
exchange activities CMS will be required
to perform in each state, and the large
number of activities remaining to be performed – some close to the start of enrollment – suggest a potential for implementation challenges going forward.”
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Downtown Site
Would Unite
MPD Operations

Tomlinson Finds Legal Home
With Employment Law

AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

T

he stars could be aligning for
the Memphis Police Department to finally move out of the
Shelby County Criminal Justice Center.
Cost estimates for the department
to renovate the old police headquarters on Adams Avenue have dropped
and financing sources that could
lighten the city’s cost burden are being
explored, two important steps that
could finally prompt a move.
A recent cost estimate given to city
officials put the price tag of renovating the building at 128 Adams Ave. at
around $18 million, far below the previous estimate of $40 million. The $18
million figure is for renovation costs
and doesn’t include costs that would
be related to a move.
“That’s the latest number I’ve
heard,” said Chief Administrative
Officer George Little. “Obviously, we
won’t know the full extent of what’s
going on until we go in there and start
the work.”
Memphis Mayor A C Wharton
Jr. said the 128 Adams building is so
intriguing because the city owns the
roughly 100,000-square-foot structure
and it could consolidate public safety
functions – including some Memphis Fire Department operations and
MPD’s Real Time Crime Center – that
are scattered across the city in leased
locations.
“If we were in the business world
we would say it is a valuable but underperforming asset right now,” Wharton said. “It’s a great building in a great
location and, by George, we own it.
“In terms of consolidation of our
public safety functions it would be
ideal. People don’t realize we have
public safety functions strung all over
the city.”
Former police director Larry
Godwin and current director Toney
Armstrong have said officers were
practically working on top of each
other at 201 Poplar, which houses the
department’s command staff, detective bureaus and communications
operations.
The old police station on Adams
opened in 1911 and housed police offices, courts and the city’s jail until the
department moved out of the roughly
100,000-square-foot building to the
Shelby County-owned CJC in 1982.
Since then, the city has been renting
floors 11 and 12 from the county at a
cost of roughly $1.2 million a year.
“If we’re going to spend that
money, why don’t we own it, especially
since we’ve grown out of space at 201
Poplar?” Little said.
The police department has considered moving back to the Adams
building for more than a decade. The
building was gutted in 2004.

richard j. alley | Special to The Memphis News
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ourtney Tomlinson has known
since the fifth grade that she
wanted to be an attorney.
Specifically, she had designs on being
an environmental lawyer.
“I thought that meant I would
be defending animals in court,” she
laughs now.
These days she has the far more
adult task of defending companies
large and small as an employment
attorney in the Memphis office of the
national firm Fisher & Phillips LLP.
As a child, Tomlinson was a military brat and moved with her father
and the Army from Germany to Illinois to South Carolina. She considers
herself a native of St. Louis, however,
and attended the University of Missouri at Columbia to study political
science and history, graduating cum
laude in 2005.
Law school found her at the
University of Mississippi and it was
during this time that she clerked for
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Tomlinson
Commission’s Office of Legal Counsel,
the policy arm of the organization, in
Washington where she discovered her
love for employment law.
It was a strong foundation for Tomlinson, who worked directly for the assistant
legal counsel, Peggy Mastroianni, and
built strong connections while there. The
EEOC recently came out with guidance
When I went into
on the use of criminal records in employlaw school and took
ment, something Tomlinson researched
an employment
and helped form as an intern in 2008. As
a teenager, Tomlinson had worked for her
discrimination class,
father, then retired from the Army and
that’s when I became
managing a metals company in St. Louis.
really
interested in the
“I did everything from shipping and relaw and ... I knew all I
ceiving to orders to answering the phone,
wanted to do was labor
so I always loved business,” she said.
“When I went into law school and took an
and employment.”
employment discrimination class, that’s
–Courtney Tomlinson
when I became really interested in the law
and that’s when I knew all I wanted to do
was labor and employment.”
Other than a brief stint as a plaintiff’s
lawyer while living in Washington after
graduation from law school, she’s always
been on the side of management.
Tomlinson and husband, Chuck, knew
they wouldn’t want to raise a family in
Washington and instead looked south.
With Memphis equidistant between her
family in St. Louis and his in Jackson,
Miss., it seemed the perfect location.
“To be honest, we didn’t really have
high expectations of Memphis,” she said.
“But we’ve been pleasantly surprised and
we have really enjoyed living here. This is
Sheldon Rosengarten
our life and we’ve embraced it.”
She took a job with Jones Walker in OlBroker, Life Member
Multi-Million Dollar Club
ive Branch, finally working on the defense
Memphis Area
Association of Realtors®
side, and found success representing the
gaming industry in North Mississippi. She
studied theater in high school and was also

“

able to satisfy her “flair for drama” in
front of the jury.
“I love it,” she said of being in
the courtroom. “It’s kind of like the
World Series for our profession. In
labor and employment we don’t see
trials that much because of people
wanting to settle, so when you do …
everything that you’ve been preparing for culminates in a couple of
days of trial. It’s my favorite thing,
probably.”
In May she followed mentor
Steve Cupp to Fisher & Phillips, the
national boutique firm representing
management in all matters of labor
and employment, and she says she
has enjoyed the challenge of the new
firm while wrapping up ongoing
obligations. She said of her practice
area that “reality really is stranger
than fiction” and can be very personal, especially when it comes to
cases of sexual harassment.
“I find it incredibly interesting,”
she said. “I put it right up there with
family law in terms of emotional
type of litigation.”
Tomlinson is the legislative chair
for the Northwest Mississippi chapter of
the Society for Human Resource Management, and a member of the national
organization. She is also a volunteer for
Mewtopia Cat Rescue. Though in her earliest imaginings she saw herself representing elephants and chimps in the courtroom, Tomlinson’s path has been set since
childhood when she first felt the flicker
of justice. The commitment toward her
career is exhibited in the rewards she reaps
from being a problem solver, adviser and
counselor.
“I really love what I do,” she said. “I love
the subject matter, I’m so glad that I discovered this type of law in law school. I just
really enjoy helping people and helping
clients and engaging with HR folks.”

Just off the Course…

682-1868

8676 Classic Drive
Just Listed! Majestically situated in a quiet
cul-de-sac in gated Southwind, the home is totally
renewed with fresh paint and carpet and is in
superb move-in condition. Updated Kitchen
w/granite, gas, 36 cabinets, 23 drawers, ice!
Study/Office w/WetBar down! Tournament/Media
Room w/WetBar! MBR w/3rd FP + 2nd Suite
Down! 2 of 3 BRS up have their own Playrooms!
$624,900. 6400sf! 3rd Floor Golf Practice Room!

ROSENGARTEN = RESULTS!

“The Oldest Real Estate Company in Town”
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com
www.memphisrelocate.com
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Christian Brothers Names Doyle
Vice President of Student Life
kate simone | The Memphis News

Tim Doyle has joined Christian Brothers University
as associate vice president of student life. In the
role, Doyle supervises multiple aspects of campus
operations – including housing, student government,
health services and Greek organizations – working
to address non-academic student needs and help
students develop into active, engaged alumni.
Work experience: I most recently
come from two projects seeking to
develop private higher education in
Iraqi Kurdistan. I worked there for
20 months as the director of enrollment management and history
department faculty member for the
American University of Iraq, Sulaimani, and most recently for another
year as the student services consultant for a proposed Christian university in the Kurdish capital of Erbil.
Prior to my international work, I was
the dean of students and vice president for student affairs at Oglethorpe University, with many years of
college teaching experience and
seven years in student life work at
Emory University beforehand.

“Born to Run”: Great to unpack boxes to.
Activities you enjoy outside of work: Going to the
gym, searching out local
pop culture (Memphis is
very promising on this!),
entertaining, the movies
and reading.
What talent do you wish
you had? I really wish I
could sing. I can’t carry a
tune in a bucket though.

Doyle

Favorite quote: “Start by doing
what’s necessary; then do what’s
possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.” – Francis of
Assisi

Who has had the greatest influence on you? My mom and dad
were both educators who came from
modest Midwestern backgrounds
yet achieved so much. I feel my
mother’s absence and father’s presence every day. Other than my parents, I’d say the faculty at Wabash
College: They’ve shaped my professional career in so many ways.

The sports team(s) you root for:
The Boston Red Sox, New England
Patriots and Celtics.
What’s playing on your stereo
right now? Bruce Springsteen’s

What attracted you to CBU? I
sense that CBU is poised for a real
takeoff. It has a great mission, curriculum and location, so there are
great possibilities for its leadership.

John Mitchell Graves has been
named chairman of the board of trustees at Christian Brothers University.
Graves, who has served on the board
since 2009, is president and CEO of
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare’s
Affiliated Services Division and interim
CEO of Health Choice.
Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp.
has hired or promoted these employees to manager or director positions
within its Memphis-area network:
Blair L. Arey, Cara T. Beard, Jamie
V. Cardot, Matthew P. Dane, Tracy L.
Godsey, Nicholas S. Lewis, Teresa S.
McGoldrick, Yolanda L. Motley, Adrian
G. Newson, Teresa A. Simmons, Sarah
L. Sinjari and Taneicia B. Smith.
Nathan Carico has joined Visible
Music College as vice president of students. Carico previously served as associate pastor of Cornerstone Evangeli-

cal Presbyterian Church in Katy, Texas.
Sarah Lichterman has joined Obsidian Public Relations as an account
assistant. Lichterman joined Obsidian
in May 2012 as a level 2 intern.
Pickering Firm Inc. has announced
new associate principal owners in
its Memphis office: Jose Raul Cardenas, architectural designer; Brad
Schmiedicke, project manager; and
Rod Mitchell, senior plumbing designer.
Dr. Glen Fenter, president of
Mid-South Community College, has
been named to Southern Business &
Development magazine’s Ten People
Who Made a Difference in the South
list. Fenter has been president of the
college since 1991.
Five attorneys from the Memphis

As a lifelong Roman Catholic, I felt
an institutional affinity since my first
interview.
What are your goals? Campus life
at CBU is about to be fun as well as
supportive and meaningful. I intend
to bring students together, using all
that Memphis has to offer – from
regional theater to pro wrestling – in
pursuit of vitality in campus housing
and activities.
If you could give one piece of advice to young people, what would
it be? Never stop learning. It doesn’t
have to be just in school, but an ongoing education can feed you in every possible way.

office of Bass, Berry & Sims PLC have
been ranked in the 2013 edition of
Chambers USA: America’s Leading
Lawyers for Business as leading practitioners in their practice areas: John
A. Good, Brook Lathram, John Speer,
Richard R. Spore III and John A. Stemmler. In addition, Good was listed as a
national leader in capital markets: real
estate investment trusts.
Kenny Crenshaw, owner of HerbiSystems Inc., has received the Patriot
Award from the Employers in Support
of Guard and Reserve. The award is
given to a supervisor or boss nominated by an employee of the National
Guard or Reserve for granting flexible
work schedules and leaves of absences.
In addition, Crenshaw was appointed
to the Tennessee Pest Control Board
by Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam and will
serve through 2016.

Market Research
Proves Optimists
Sell More
Years ago psychologist Martin
Seligman discovered a dramatic correlation
between a salespersons’ optimistic outlook
and his ability to close sales. Optimists
do indeed sell more than pessimists – 33
percent more. They handle rejection more
easily; in fact, rejection increases persistence.
Plus, they are more likely to stay motivated
on their own and less likely to give up when a
sales call doesn’t go well.
Optimism in this
context doesn’t mean
having an unrealistically
positive outlook all the
time. Instead, it’s about
how a person deals with
setbacks. Not a “glass is
half full” person? This
Lori turnersame study confirms
wilson
that a pessimist can be guerrilla sales
coached into exhibiting and marketing
a more optimistic viewpoint, at least when it
comes to their outlook on sales.
An optimist sees the cause of a customer
saying “no” to purchase as external to them
– a customer’s choice, a specific situation vs.
a universal issue, and a one-off occurrence
vs. a trend. In contrast, a pessimist takes the
rejection more personally, assuming that it
will be a recurring issue they will always face.
If you are a sales pessimist, take these
steps, based on Seligman’s research, to
alter your selling vantage point. It’s called
the ABCDE model. Be on the lookout for
elements of sales adversity (A), your related beliefs (B) and the consequences (C)
of those beliefs. If you made 20 sales calls
today and weren’t able to make it past a
single gatekeeper, that’s your adversity. Your
belief may be that future calls are in vain. The
consequence of that belief is that you just
go through the motions on future calls, don’t
give it your all, and your fears become reality.
To overcome that internal negative talk,
dispute (D) it, offering alternative reasons
for the lack of sales success and questioning
the usefulness of the pessimism. Actively tell
yourself, for example, that you’re new in your
role or in calling on this type of client. With
time and persistence your skills will improve
and you’ll successfully reach more prospects.
Tomorrow will be a better day.
Lastly, pay attention and celebrate how
arguing against self-defeating talk energizes
(E) you. It’s OK to admit that you’re still a
little disappointed or frustrated, but acknowledge that you’re not letting it get you down
because things will improve.
For a significant behavior change to stick,
it’s vital to involve others for support and
accountability. Find a mentor or supportive
peer. Share your struggles and victories.
And ultimately ensure that you choose your
friends wisely. Late motivational speaker and
author Jim Rohn, said “You are the average
of the five people you spend the most time
with.” Are they optimists? It’s contagious.
Lori Turner-Wilson is an award-winning
columnist and managing partner of RedRover
Sales & Marketing, www.redrovercompany.
com. You can follow RedRover on Twitter (@
redrovercompany and @loriturner) and Facebook (facebook.com/redrovercompany).

www.thememphisnews.com

32 June 28-July 4, 2013

Week of 6/17/13 - 6/23/13
crosswords

The Weekly
Crossword
The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Tough spot
7 Rob Roy
ingredient
13 Hard hit to the
shortstop,
perhaps
15 Tropical malady
16 Boom box
feature
17 Bringing to mind
18 Witness
19 Cricket's cousin
21 1966 song,
"Ain't Too Proud
to ___"
22 Stable parent?
24 Ale holder
25 Twofold in
nature
26 Light on one's
feet
28 Varnish resin
29 Have a hunch
30 Crop up
32 Beginning
34 Smoking
evidence?
35 Heavy drinker
36 Top-notch, to a
Brit
39 Civil rights target
42 Hard to find
43 Caustic cleaner
45 Prepare to be
dubbed
47 Light bulb
measure
48 Wrangler
product
50 Jodie Foster's
alma mater
51 Mess up
52 Battleship part
54 Dog-scolding
word
55 Foodstuff
57 Hardy novel,
"Far From the
_____ Crowd"
59 Period of
occupancy
60 Devour greedily
61 Pioneer product
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62 Male or female
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31 Bearded
41 Motley
antelope
assortment
DOWN
33 "Royal Pains"
42 Workout wear
1 Blood bank
44 Sail off course
network
36 Color in a
46 Bookkeeper's
supply
2 Family history
Hawthorne title
book
3 Time gap
37 Military duty?
48 American finch
4 Gosh!
38 More than
49 Street talk
5 Gaggle greeting
52 Hackman or
enough
6 Albacore and
39 Handle
Wilder
53 Advantage
bluefin
differently?
7 Copier company 40 Pelican or puffin 56 Spring mo.
58 Mafia boss
now owned by
Ricoh
Answer to Last Week's Crossword
8 Blockhead
B O L T
M A L E
B O A S
9 Furniture wood
A R E A
U P O N
I N D I
10 Chicago
R E S U R R E C T
P H O N
newspaper
B O T T O M
H E L L O
11 Filmmaker
G U T
R E A L T O
12 Dicker over
G U T T U R A L
E N D U R
price
L U C R E
M A
I N U R E
14 Snitch
V E R Y
S O R R Y
D U C
15 Doc
G E N I E
T U L L
20 Thumbs-up vote E A R
U S -E 6/23/13
N E T
D E C A N T E
23 Week
Polishedof
and6/17/13
P E T U N I A
L A P
posh
B U N C H
V I C T O
25 What will be
R A B B I
T O L E R A B L
27 Go ballistic
A G A I N
O V E R
N A I
29 Part of a
P E N N E
R E I N
T R O
portfolio
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HOW
TO SOLVE:

HOW TO PLAY

Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the numbers 1

to 9; and each set of 3 by 3

boxes must contain the

numbers 1 to 9.

Answer to Last Week's Sudoku
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»

happenings

public notices

The Cooper-Young Business Association will feature
Standby for Mars as part of the Red Hot Summer concert
series Wednesday, July 3, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in
the gazebo at Cooper Street and Young Avenue. Cost is
free. Visit cooperyoung.biz.

» Community
Eyewear Gallery will host free learner’s
permit and driver’s license vision screenings
Friday, June 28, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
store, 428 Perkins Road Extended. Space is
limited. R.S.V.P. at 763-2020.
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital will host its
Big Wig Ball fundraiser Friday, June 28, at 8
p.m. at Central Train Station, 545 S. Main St.
The ball will include entertainment by The Millionaires, food and beverages. Tickets are $50
in advance and $70 at the door. Visit lebonheur.org/bigwigball or call 287-6308.
International Children’s Heart Foundation
will hold its Taste of Caribe fundraiser Saturday, June 29, from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at ANF
Architects, 1500 Union Ave. The event will
include music by Los Cantadores, Caribbean
cuisine, salsa dancing and a silent auction.
General admission is $50. R.S.V.P. at babyheart.org or 869-4243.
Downtown Memphis Commission, Victorian Village Inc. and the Association for
the Preservation of Tennessee Antiquities
will host a launch party for the James Lee
House bed-and-breakfast renovation project
Monday, July 1, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the
house, 690 Adams Ave. Visit downtownmemphiscommission.com.
West Tennessee Historical Society will
meet Monday, July 1, at 7 p.m. in the Wunderlich Auditorium at Memphis University
School, 6191 Park Ave. “Map Man” Murray
Hudson will present a portion of his college,
including maps of West Tennessee. Visit wthstn.org.
Memphis Area Legal Services, AutoZone
Inc. and Bass, Berry & Sims PLC will hold
the fifth annual pro bono legal clinic for
Memphis-area seniors Tuesday, July 2, from
10 a.m. to noon at Orange Mound Senior
Center, 2590 Park Ave. The free clinic offers
seniors legal advice and helps in the preparation of wills, advanced care plans and more.
Call Linda Warren Seely of MALS at 523-8822.
Memphis Rotary Club will meet Tuesday,
July 2, at noon at the University Club of
Memphis, 1346 Central Ave. Jim Strickland,
chairman of the Memphis City Council budget
committee, will speak. Cost is $18. R.S.V.P. to
Taylor Hughes at taylor@memphisrotary.org.

The Daily News’ offices will be closed Thursday, July 4, in observance of Independence
Day. Offices will reopen Friday, July 5, at 8:30
a.m. and remain open through normal business hours.
Mud Island River Park will host its annual
Fourth of July celebration and fireworks display Thursday, July 4, at the park, 125 N. Front
St. Gates open at 10 a.m., and the fireworks
show starts at nightfall. Visit mudisland.com.
The city of Germantown will hold a Fireworks Extravaganza Thursday, July 4, in
Municipal Park on Exeter Road. Live music,
games and crafts begin at 5 p.m., and the
fireworks show starts at 9:10 p.m. Visit
germantown-tn.gov.
The Rebel on Beale summer country music
concert series will present Mark Chesnutt
Thursday, July 4, at 6 p.m. in W.C. Handy Park
at Beale and South Third streets. Cost is free.
Visit rebel953.com.

» THE ARTS
The South Main Art Trolley Tour will be held
Friday, June 28, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the
South Main Historic Arts District. Email info@
southmainmemphis.net.
Leadership Memphis Gallery 363 will hold
an opening reception for Myatt Masterminds
Pyramid Scheme, featuring works by 15 artists, Friday, June 28, from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
at the gallery, 363 S. Main St. The show can
also been seen by appointment. Call 4528033.
The Church Health Center will host its
second annual night of theater fundraiser,
featuring a performance of “The Color Purple,”
Friday, June 28, at 8 p.m. at Playhouse on the
Square, 66 S. Cooper St. Tickets start at $50.
Visit churchhealthcenter.org.
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host
Dan Larkin as part of its Summer Bistro
Music Series Saturday, June 29, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at the bookstore, 387 Perkins Road
Extended. Visit thebooksellersatlaurelwood.
com.

One business trip (airfare, car rentalRelated
and hotel)
Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.
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Playhouse on the Square will present “The
Color Purple” through July 14 at Playhouse, 66
S. Cooper St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org.

public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 29, 2002, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded December 10, 2002, at Book
D648, Page 50 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Steve Stanley, conveying
certain property therein described to
Arnold M. Weiss, Esq., as Trustee for
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 8, 2013 on or about
10:00 A.M., at the Fayette County
Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee,
offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Fayette
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 202, Section B, Terra Alta Lake

Subdivision, Plat Book 4, Page 10,
in the Register’s Office for Fayette
County, Tennessee to which plat
reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 875 Heaven
Hill Drive, Somerville, Tennessee
38068
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the

following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Steve
Stanley
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑88461
DATED June 5, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11534

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 3, 2009, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded April 8, 2009, as Instrument
No. 09002283 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Neil Hancock and Michelle
Hancock, conveying certain property
therein described to Leonard E. Van
Eaton, Atty., as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
a separate corporation acting solely as
Nominee for First Choice Funding, Inc.
and First Choice Funding Inc.’s Successors and Assigns; and the undersigned,
Continued on page 34
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public notices
Foreclosure Notices
Continued from page 33
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on July 29, 2013
on or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 21, Belle Meade Subdivision,
Phase 2, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Book 7, Page 58, in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 120 Austin Drive,
Oakland, Tennessee 38060‑4088
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Neil
Hancock; Michelle Hancock
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑232070
DATED June 5, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11539
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 9, 2008, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 13, 2008, as Instrument
No. 08003643 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Eric D. Bells and Margaret Bells, conveying certain property
therein described to Southern Trust
Title Company as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Avelo Mortgage, L.L.C.
D/B/A Senderra Funding, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 5, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin set in the
Southeast corner of the herein de‑
scribed tract, being North 01 degrees
16 minutes 46 seconds East 548.77

feet from an iron pin set in the North
line of Mt. Moriah Church; thence with
a new line of Kilby South 89 degrees
01 minutes 31 seconds West 760.92
feet to a p.k. set in the centerline
of Ina Road, being the Southwest
corner of the herein described tract;
thence with said road the following
calls; North 13 degrees 30 minutes
35 seconds East 94.70 feet; North
12 degrees 47 minutes 32 seconds
East 161.01 feet; North 11 degrees
32 minutes 29 seconds East 297.95
feet; North 14 degrees 45 minutes 36
seconds East 46.34 feet to a p.k. set
in the Northwest corner of the herein
described tract; thence with new lines
of Kilby the following calls: South
78 degrees 21 minutes 07 seconds
East 654.94 feet to an iron pin set
in the Northeast corner of the herein
described tract; South 01 degree 16
minutes 46 seconds West 440.76
feet to the point of beginning and
containing 8.33 acres (gross) ‑ .23
acres (row) 8.10 acres (net).
ALSO KNOWN AS: 2600 Ina Road,
Whiteville, Tennessee 38075‑7124
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Eric
D. Bells; Margaret Bells; Capital One
Bank, N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑232520
DATED June 13, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11545
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated June 21, 2010, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded June 24, 2010, as Instrument
No. 10003447 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Clint McLure and Kelly B.
McLure, conveying certain property
therein described to Charles Patrick
Flynn as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for M&I Bank FSB, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 19, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Fayette,
State of Tennessee, and is described
as follows:
Lot 20, Section A, The Fields of Hidden
Springs PD‑M, as shown on plat of re‑
cord at Plat Book 8, Page 131, in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which reference is
hereby made for a more particular

description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 80 Cypress Point
Cove, Oakland, Tennessee 38060‑
4652
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Clint
McLure; Kelly B. McLure
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑232991
DATED June 14, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11546

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated August 14, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded August 18, 2008, at
Book T1840, Page 52 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Susan Cole
and Tim Cole, conveying certain property
therein described to Kathy Winstead as
Trustee for JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the North
margin of Lohrig Road, said pin being
250 feet Southwest from the original
Southwest corner of a tract owned by
Vernon Knight, as recorded in Deed
Book 302, Page 161, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
thence with the North margin of Lohrig
Road South 76 degree 42 minutes
West a distance of 100 feet to an
iron pin; thence North 13 degrees 25
minutes West a distance of 443.08
feet to an iron pin; thence North 76
degrees 35 minutes East a distance
of 100 feet to an iron pin; thence
South 13 degrees 25 minutes East a
distance of 441.54 feet to the point
of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 339 Lohrig Road,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest

in the above-referenced property: Susan
Cole; Tim Cole
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑174229
DATED June 4, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11531
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated September 26, 2007, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 3, 2007, at
Book T1813, Page 968 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by James L. Azbill, conveying certain property therein
described to Allen E. Schwartz, Esq., as
Trustee for Transland Financial Services;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 8, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
A certain tract or parcel of land
located in the First Civil District of
Madison County, Tennessee, de‑
scribed as follows to‑wit:
Beginning at a stake in the West
margin of the Chester Levee Road at
a point 96 feet North of the Northeast
corner of the Alexander (formerly
J.W.L. Murchison) property; runs
thence North with the West margin
of said road 96 feet to a stake at
the Southeast corner of the James
D. Stanfill tract and in the North line
of the tract described in the deed of
Travis L. Weir to William D. Weir of
record in Deed Book 208, Page 445
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; runs thence
West 540 feet, more or less, to a
stake at the Northeast corner of the
tract conveyed by William D. Weir to
Norvel Hickman and T.A. Whitehurst,
said point being 192.5 feet East of
the Northwest corner of the tract
conveyed by Travis L. Weir to Wil‑
liam D. Weir, by deed above referred
to; runs thence South with the East
line of said Hickman and Whitehurst
tract 96 feet to a stake; thence East
540 feet, more or less, to the point
of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 527 Chester Levee
Road, Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: James
L. Azbill; Secretary of Housing & Urban
Development; Heir(s) of James L. Azbill,
if any; Estate of James L. Azbill
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place

certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1412‑231272
DATED June 6, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11533
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 2, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 26, 2004, at Book T1599,
Page 737 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Homer Boone, Carrie Boone
and Carrie Boone, conveying certain
property therein described to Larry A.
Weissman as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for SouthStar Funding,
LLC, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 37, Saddle Tree Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
8, Page 225, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 17 Saddle Tree
Drive, Humboldt, Tennessee 38343
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Homer Boone; EMC Mortgage Corpo‑
ration; Donnie Jones; Carrie Boone;
Timbuktu, Inc.; Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems as nominee for
EMC Mortgage Corporation; Carrie
Boone; Shirley Wilson; Elite Recovery
Services, Inc.; Capital One Bank (USA),
NA; Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems as nominee for Timbuktu, Inc.;
Timbuktu, Inc.; Donnie Jones; Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.;
Edna L. Jones
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑143537
DATED June 10, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11535
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated August 31, 1992, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded August 31, 1992,
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public notices
at Book 890, Page 818 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Jimmy R. Odle
and Julia A. Odle, conveying certain
property therein described to Wallace
Tidwell, Rutherford Co., Thomas Staten,
Sumner Co., Brenda Archbold, Sumner
Co., or Robert M. Tabbutt, Shelby Co.,
Tennessee, as Trustee for Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, an Officer of the United
State of America; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Property in the Tenth Civil District,
County of Madison, and State of Ten‑
nessee to wit:
Beginning at a point in the East margin
of the Lowery Road, said point being
960.5 feet Southeast of the West
boundary of Chickasaw Estates, Inc,
as measured along the margin of said
road; runs thence North 87 degrees
East 351 feet to a point; thence South
11 degrees East 100 feet to a point;
thence South 82 degrees 30 minutes
West 375 feet to a point in the East
margin of Lowery Road; thence in a
Northeasterly direction with the East
margin of Lowery Road 125 feet to
the point of beginning, containing
0.9 acres.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 345 Lowery Road,
Medon, Tennessee 38356
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Michael
Todd Odle; Sandra Leatherwood; Kristy
Jo Odle; Diane Ross; Sandra Leather‑
wood and Diane Ross; Jimmy R. Odle;
Julia A. Odle
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑125775
DATED June 11, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11540
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated February 2, 2007, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded February 7, 2007, at
Book T1789, Page 51 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Daniel Reeves,
conveying certain property therein described to Peter C. Ensign, Attorney at
Law as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for American Mortgage Network, Inc., a
Delaware Corporation, its successors
and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and

that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 15, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at the Northeast corner
of Lot Number 5 in Block 15 in the
Thompson Subdivision, and in the
South margin of Greenwood Avenue
(formerly called Central Avenue) 50
feet East of the East margin of Mar‑
tin Street, runs thence South One
Hundred Twenty Eight (128) feet to a
ten foot alley; thence East Fifty (50)
feet to the Southwest corner of Lot
Number 1 in said block; thence One
Hundred Twenty‑eight (128) feet to
the South margin of Greenwood Av‑
enue; thence West Fifty (50) feet to
the beginning; and being Lot Number
3 in Block 15 in the Thompson Sub‑
division, a plat of which is recorded
in Plat Book Number 1 at Page 98
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 402 Greenwood Av‑
enue, Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Daniel
Reeves; Martha Reeves; UUAC‑Auto
Buyer, 201
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑180258
DATED June 13, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11542
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 17, 2008, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 18, 2008, at Book T1838,
Page 11 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Blair E. Rauchle and Skyler
Rauchle, conveying certain property
therein described to Andrew D. Pierotti
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for
Commercial Bank & Trust Company, a
Corporation, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 15, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:

Land lying and being in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows,
to‑wit:
Being Lot Number Two Hundred
Twelve (212), Phase II of Cedarbrook
Farms Subdivision, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 10 at
Page 443‑444 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 16 Grove Hill Lane,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305‑1885
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Blair
E. Rauchle; Skyler Rauchle
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑228102
DATED June 11, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11543
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 18, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded November 20, 2008, at
Book T1846, Page 459 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Bill A. Marable
and Teresa I. Marable, conveying certain
property therein described to Ronald
M. Harkavy as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Realty Mortgage Corporation, a Mississippi Corporation,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 25, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning in the South margin of Col‑
lege Street at the Northwest corner
of what was formerly known as the
J.H. Harper Lot, it being the Northeast
corner of a lot formerly known as
the J.L. Tomlin Homestead Property
and running thence West 55 feet
to a stake, the Northeast corner of
a lot to Heavener by W. E. Fite and
wife, which is called Lot Number 1 in
the Division of the Tomlin property;
thence South 120 feet to a stake;
thence East Fifty‑Five feet to the
West line of a lot formerly known as
the J. H. Harper lot; thence North 120
feet to College Street, the point of
beginning, and being Lot Number 2
in the plat of lots conveyed to W. E.
Fite by Elvira B. Tomlin, et al.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 444 East College
Street, Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory

rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Bill A.
Marable; Teresa I. Marable
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑218157
DATED June 19, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 28, July 5, 12, 2013 Fin11551
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated September 30, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded October 1, 2008,
at Book T1843, Page 102 in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Rusty
Sisco, conveying certain property therein
described to R. Bradley Sigler as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Franklin
American Mortgage Company, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C.,
having been appointed Successor
Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 25, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Land is described as follows: Being
Lot Number Thirteen (13), of Cedar
Hill Acres Subdivision, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 3,
Page 345, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, refer‑
ence to which plat is made for a more
particular description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 13 Cedar Hill Cove,
Medina, Tennessee 38355
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Rusty
Sisco; Elizabeth Blaine Sisco
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑230602
DATED June 19, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 28, July 5, 12, 2013 Fin11552
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated January 22, 2004, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded January 30, 2004, at
Book T1553, Page 868 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Anthony K. Williams and Christi D. Williams, conveying
certain property therein described to R.
Bradley Sigler as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Franklin American Mortgage
Company, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 22, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number 504, Section V
of Cotton Ridge Estates, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
9, Page 202, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, refer‑
ence to which plat is made for a more
particular description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 43 Whitney Cove,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Anthony
K. Williams; Christi D. Williams
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑142930
DATED June 18, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 28, July 5, 12, 2013 Fin11553
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated August 19, 2003, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same, recorded August 22, 2003, at Book T1512,
Page 435 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Patricia C. Parish, conveying
certain property therein described to
Charles Patterson as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Franklin American
Mortgage Company, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
Continued on page 36
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appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 25, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
A parcel of land lying and being situ‑
ated in the Fourth Ward of the City
of Jackson, Madison County, Ten‑
nessee, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning on a point in the West
right‑of‑way of North Highland Avenue
at the Northeast corner of this tract,
the same being the Southeast corner
of the Byron C. Golden property (Deed
Book 527, Page 616), and runs;
thence, South 02 degrees 24 minutes
05 seconds West, 55.68 feet, with the
West right‑of‑way of North Highland
Avenue, to a point in the right‑of‑way
at the Southeast corner of this tract,
the same being the Northeast corner
of the Glenn R. Wall and wife, Janice
P. Wall property (Deed Book 520,
Page 551); thence, North 89 degrees
47 minutes 36 seconds West, 5.00
feet, with the North boundary of Wall,
passing a one‑half inch iron rod set
with aluminum cap stamped PLS INC
JACKSON IN (which is typical of all
monuments set during the course of
this survey), and continuing 144.35
feet, with the North boundary of Wall,
a total of 149.35 feet, to a 1 and
one‑half inch iron pipe found encased
in concrete in the East margin of a
10‑foot alley (Highland Place B & B
Alley) at the Southwest corner of Wall;
thence, North 02 degrees 10 minutes
10 seconds East, 56.06 feet, with the
East margin of the alley, to a one‑half
inch iron pipe found (60‑penny nail
driven in top of pipe) in the asphalt
surface of the alley at the Northwest
corner of this tract and the Southwest
corner of the aforementioned Golden
property; thence, South 89 degrees
38 minutes 41 seconds East, 144.56
feet, with the South boundary of
Golden, passing a one‑half inch iron
rod set, and continuing 5.00 feet, with
the South boundary of Golden, a total
of 149.56 feet, to the Point of Begin‑
ning, containing 8,345 square feet
or 0.19 acres within these bounds,
as surveyed on October 19, 2000,
by Professional Land Services, RLS
1922, 118 Miller Avenue, Jackson,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 525 North High‑
land Avenue, Jackson, Tennessee
38301‑0802
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Patricia
C. Parish; Secretary of Housing & Ur‑
ban Development; State of Tennessee
Department of Transportation
The sale held pursuant to this
Notice may be rescinded at the Successor Trustee’s option at any time. The
right is reserved to adjourn the day of
the sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon

announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑235372
DATED June 20, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 28, July 5, 12, 2013 Fin11556
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used for that purpose.
Shapiro & Kirsch, LLP Substitute
Trustee
www.kirschattorneys.com
Law Office of Shapiro & Kirsch, LLP
555 Perkins Road Extended,
Second Floor
Memphis, TN 38117
Phone (901)767-5566
Fax (901)761-5690
File No. 12-037216
June 29, July 6, 13, 2013 Fin11559
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
August 27, 2013 at 11:00 AM local
time, at the southwest door, the Adams
Avenue entrance of the Shelby County
Courthouse, Memphis, Tennessee
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed by
Hayley W. Coffey and Lannon W. Coffey,
to Arnold Weiss, Trustee, as trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), solely as nominee
for Pulaski Mortgage Company on March
10, 2004 at Instrument No. 04046122;
conducted by Shapiro & Kirsch, LLP
having been appointed Substitute or
Successor Trustee, all of record in the
Shelby County Register’s Office. Default
has occurred in the performance of
the covenants, terms, and conditions
of said Deed of Trust and the entire
indebtedness has been declared due
and payable.
Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:
Wells Fargo Bank, NA
The following real estate located in
Shelby County, Tennessee, will be sold
to the highest call bidder:
Lot 4, Bellevue Lawns Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
138, Page 64, in the Register’s Office
of Shelby County, Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description thereof.
Street Address: 1565 Belle Trees
Drive, Cordova, Tennessee 38016
Parcel Number: D0207B A00004
Current Owner(s) of Property: Lannon
W. Coffey and wife, Haley W. Coffey
aka Hayley W. Coffey
The street address of the above
described property is believed to be
1565 Belle Trees Drive, Cordova, Tennessee 38016, but such address is
not part of the legal description of the
property sold herein and in the event of
any discrepancy, the legal description
herein shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO TENANT(S)
RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat
any unpaid taxes; and any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
right of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose.
All right of equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, and homestead
are expressly waived in said Deed of
Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn
the day of the sale to another day,
time, and place certain without further
publication, upon announcement at the
time and place for athe sale set forth
above. If the highest bidder cannot pay
the bid within twenty-four (24) hours of
the sale, the next highest bidder, at
their highest bid, will be deemed the
successful bidder.
This property is being sold with the
express reservation that the sale is
subject to confirmation by the lender or
trustee. This sale may be rescinded by
the Substitute Trustee at any time.
This office may be a debt collector.
This may be an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained may be

The Memphis News
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 4, 2002, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded November 6, 2002, at Book
1030, Page 639 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Rebecca Dawn Frazier and
Kevin Michael Frazier, conveying certain
property therein described to John W.
Byrd as Trustee for Bartlett Mortgage,
Inc.; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 7, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 27, The Village at Brighton, Sec‑
tion B, as recorded in Plat Cabinet
C, Slide 171, in the Register’s Of‑
fice of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 364 Miss Helen
Circle, Brighton, Tennessee 38011‑
3633
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Rebecca
Dawn Frazier; Kevin Michael Frazier;
Melissa C. Berry, Attorney at Law
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑227340
DATED June 6, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11537
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 1, 2004, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded April 16, 2004, at
Book 1133, Page 683 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Phillip E.
Hutcherson, conveying certain property
therein described to Nancy F. MacDon-

ald as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Greater Atlantic Mortgage Corporation, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 24, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 5, Maple Woods Village, Section
A, as recorded in Plat Cabinet F, Slide
164‑B, of the Tipton County Regis‑
ter’s Office, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1890 Maple Drive,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Phillip E.
Hutcherson; Atlantic Credit & Finance
Inc. Assignee from Capital One; Capital
One Bank (USA), N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑171940
DATED June 10, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11536
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 4, 2010, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 6, 2010, at
Book 1491, Page 544 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Tiffany Taylor
and Jonte A. Taylor, conveying certain
property therein described to Kathryn L.
Harris as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Community Mortgage Corporation,
its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 14, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 46, Baskin Subdivision, Section
C, as shown on plat of record in Plat
Cabinet B, Slide 117, in the Register’s

Office of Tipton County, Tennessee,
to which plat reference is hereby
made for a more particular descrip‑
tion of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 318 Junior Drive,
Covington, Tennessee 38019‑3713
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Tiffany
Taylor; Jonte A. Taylor
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑232078
DATED June 12, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11544
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated August 9, 2011, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded August 17, 2011, at Book
1522, Page 900 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Leah K. Shull, conveying
certain property therein described to
Monte Connell of Haywood County,
Tennessee as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for American Mortgage
Services, Inc., its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 14, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a point in the West line
of Park Street, a distance of 329.3
feet Northwardly from the South line
of East Pleasant Avenue; thence
Northwardly along said West line
a distance of 68.0 feet to a stake;
thence Westwardly a distance of
78.0 feet to a stake; thence North‑
wardly a distance of 56.5 feet to a
fence corner; thence Westwardly a
distance of 87.5 feet to a stake and
fence corner; thence Southwardly a
distance of 125.0 feet to a iron pin
also known as Fleming’s North line;
thence Eastwardly along Fleming’s
North line a distance of 155.5 feet
to the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 221 Park Street,
Covington, Tennessee 38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Leah
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K. Shull
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑233092
DATED June 17, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11547
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated August 17, 2010, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded August 30, 2010, at Book
1487, Page 44 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Joseph M. Dibiasi and Ruth
A. Dibiasi, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 14, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 60 in the Second Civil District
of Tipton County, Tennessee, in an
unrecorded Plat of Subdivision and
being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the original
East line of the Blakenship 44.72 acre
tract of which is a part; said point
being 400 feet Northwardly of the
Southeast corner of said Tract; thence
South 86 degrees 45 minutes West
a distance of 200.0 feet to a stake;
thence North 3 degrees West 100 feet
to a stake; thence North 86 degrees
45 minutes East 200 feet to a stake;
thence South 3 degrees East 100.0
feet to the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 2234 Walton Loop,
Covington, Tennessee 38019‑5676
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Joseph
M. Dibiasi; Ruth A. Dibiasi
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑228088
DATED June 13, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11541
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated October 29, 2004, and the Deed

of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded November 9, 2004, at Book
1172, Page 652 and re-recorded on
February 10, 2005, at Book 1187, Page
698 in Office of the Register of Deeds
for Tipton County, Tennessee, executed
by Sonya Emerson, conveying certain
property therein described to Charles
M. Ennis as Trustee for Patriot Bank;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 17, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 71, McLister Place Subdivision,
as shown on plat of record in Plat
Cabinet G, Slide 72 in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 435 Regency Drive,
Brighton, Tennessee 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Sonya
Emerson; Tennessee Housing Develop‑
ment Agency
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑236188
DATED June 14, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11549
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 2, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 6, 2004, at Book 1149,
Page 753 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Donna A. Sheppard, conveying certain property therein described to
John C. Clark as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for First State Bank, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 24, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:

Lot 60, Green Pastures, Section C,
as recorded in Plat Cabinet F, Slide
122B to which plat reference is
hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
Subject to subdivision restrictions
at Book 903, Page 691, building
lines and easements at Plat Cabinet
F, Slide 122B of the Tipton County
Register’s Office.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 243 Daisey Lane,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Donna
A. Sheppard
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑97640
DATED June 17, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 21, 28, July 5, 2013 Fin11548
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 23, 2011, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded August 3, 2011, at Book 1521,
Page 360 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Richard L. McCoy Linda S.
McCoy Richard L. McCoy and Linda S. McCoy, conveying certain property therein
described to Frank Alvstad as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Oceanside
Mortgage Company, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 14, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 35, Salem Woods Subdivision,
Section A as recorded in Plat Cabinet
A, Slide 168 in the Register’s Office
of Tipton County, Tennessee and
being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a point in the Southeast
line of Cheryl Street, 260.57 feet
North of the South boundary line
of said Subdivision in the common
corner of Lots 35 and 36; thence
Northeastwardly along said South‑
east line a distance of 50.09 feet to
a point in the Southwest corner of Lot
34; thence Southeastwardly along
the line dividing Lot 34 and Lot 35,
a distance of 252.11 feet to a point
in the West line of Lot 30; thence
Southeastwardly along the line di‑
viding Lot 30 and 29, a distance of
117.89 feet to a point in the Northeast
corner of Lot 36; thence Westwardly
along the line dividing Lot 36 and Lot
35, a distance of 289.49 feet to the
point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 397 Cheryl Street,
Brighton, Tennessee 38011

This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Richard
L. McCoy; Linda S. McCoy; Richard L.
McCoy; Linda S. McCoy
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑233357
DATED June 18, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 28, July 5, 12, 2013 Fin11555
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 16, 2010, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded April 20, 2010, at Book 1473,
Page 473 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Angela Goodwin, conveying
certain property therein described to
Danny Goulder as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for First Omni Mortgage
Lending, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 7, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 2, Minor Plat of the Mistie
Tucker Subdivision, as recorded in
Plat Cabinet H, Slide 369, in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 2701 Terry Lane
South Road, Covington, Tennessee
38019
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Angela
Goodwin
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑214341
DATED June 18, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

June 28, July 5, 12, 2013 Fin11554
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated February 28, 2007, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded March 6, 2007, at Book
1329, Page 35 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Donald S. Ray, conveying
certain property therein described to
Arnorld M. Weiss as Trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 7, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lying and being in Tipton County,
Tennessee, and thus described:
Lot 30A, Resubdivision of Lots 30‑32,
Jones Ridge, Section B, as shown of
record at Plat Cabinet H, Slide 398, in
the Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 62 Kathryn Cove,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004‑7470
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Donald
S. Ray
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑234705
DATED June 18, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 28, July 5, 12, 2013 Fin11557

Misc. Notices
Shelby County
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given that a sale will be
held to satisfy liens on July 2, 2013 at
10:00 A.M. at Medical Center Self Storage, 1045 Jefferson Ave., Memphis, TN
38104 Unit FP012 Cristene Howard. All
Sales Final. CASH ONLY. Management
reserves the right to withdraw any units
from this sale and to refuse any bid.
June 22, 29, 2013
Min11550
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opinion

Memphis Must Now
File New Flight Plan

I

n early 2009, The Memphis
News published a cover story
analyzing the Delta-Northwest
merger, which at the time was
undergoing FAA authorization
after being inked a few months
prior. The report included comments
from Delta CEO Richard Anderson,
Memphis International Airport executives and airline industry analysts, all of
whom were bullish, for the most part,
on what the deal meant for Memphis.
Greater Memphis Chamber John
Moore even opined that Memphis
stood to gain flights and stature, possibly growing into Delta’s “Terminal M”
– a nod to concourse designations at
the airline’s flagship Atlanta airport.
But even with all the corporate and
civic pride about again being a Delta
hub, concerns persisted.
Specifically, some wondered what
would happen if Delta deemed Memphis superfluous in light of its small
size, low origin and destination (O&D)
traffic and proximity to Atlanta. So the
report also examined the Pittsburgh
and Nashville airports, both of which in
previous years had suffered the ignominious loss of hub status.
Now Memphis faces that same
predicament.
Because Delta is shedding more
flights, cutting jobs and dropping
Memphis as a U.S. hub, it’s worth taking a closer look at what happened to
Nashville when it was de-hubbed by
American Airlines in 1996.
This week’s cover story, penned by
Nashville writer Hollie Deese, outlines the past 17 years at Nashville

Pro Relieved Near Loo,
Amateur Pays Out Wazoo

International Airport, which survived
American’s cuts thanks to Southwest’s
increased focus on the city.
Lessons and parallels abound. And
while Deese writes that today’s Memphis has an edge on 1996 Nashville,
many Memphians might disagree.
Citizens here clamor for better, cheaper
air service, but a widespread defeatist
attitude pervades on message boards,
Facebook pages and newspaper comment areas.
Yes, the short-term prospects are
abysmal. Not only are Memphis and
the airport facing substantial PR hits –
for example, how can a city brand itself
an aerotropolis without a major airline
operating a hub here? – but flight options will continue to diminish in the
coming months.
What should be noted, however,
is that losing a hub can have a silver
lining. Discount carriers can safely set
up shop without fear of upsetting the
fortress airline, something this city has
witnessed firsthand in recent years.
Nashville went through plenty of
de-hubbing pain, but over time more
economical and plentiful flights lured
a growing number of travelers to the
airport. The increased demand created
more supply, which in turn created
competitive fares and bustling activity,
helping the airport flourish.
The Nashville model isn’t perfect
for Memphis. But with deft maneuvers
from the Airport Authority and a traveling citizenry that takes advantages
of the flights offered here, Memphis
International has a chance to right itself
and soar above the turbulence.

the crowd and yelled, “Can we have some
Did you ever wonder if in golf
privacy, please?”
you get a lift from the loo? Or if there’s a
The bathroom facility is deemed an
penalty for breaking and entering while on
immovable, manmade obstacle, from
the course? Tourneys in May spoke to these
which the rules provide (and yes, this is the
issues. Kinda.
terminology) that the player may
The 2013 Volvo World
“take relief.” One doesn’t have to
Match Play Championship in
hit from inside the loo any more
Kavarna, Bulgaria, was won
than one has to hit off a cart
by Graeme McDowell, who
path. Colasaerts opted to find
bested Thongchai Jaidee in
(again, this is the actual term)
the final match. Ho hum. For
the “nearest point of relief,” where
present purposes, let’s go to
he dropped the ball without any
McDowell’s May 19 quarterfinal match with Nicolas
VIC FLEMING additional penalty. And while he
Colsaerts. On hole 10, a short
I SWEAR may have been flushed by the
experience, excellent golfer that
par-4, Colasaerts sprayed his
he is, he hit his third shot onto the green and
tee shot right of the fairway, near the green,
drained the par putt.
into a thicket marked as a hazard.
Around the time that McDowell was winI won’t cite the rules chapter and verse,
ning his final match in Bulgaria, 21 year-old
but when I’ve hit a ball into a hazard, I have
Mike Miller made a hole-in-one in an amaoptions – three, I think. One is to play the
teur event in Elmsford, N.Y., where the prize
ball as it lies, without penalty, which is
for making an ace was
sometimes impostwo years’ usage of a
sible. A second is to go
new Lincoln. As is often
backward as far as I
the case in such events,
want, keeping the point Fleming’s weekly puzzle Page 33
the car was right there
where the ball had lain
by the tee box.
between the flagstick
According to a report by Dwight Perry in
and myself, and drop the ball with a onethe Seattle Times, after realizing his ball had
stroke penalty. This, too, is often impossible.
gone into the cup, Miller “took a flying leap
The third option is to drop the ball two
onto the hood,” shattering the windshield
club-lengths from the point where the ball’s
“with his rear end.” Can it get any worse?
line of flight intersects the hazard-line, with
Yes. Apparently, this young man was playing
a one-stroke penalty. This, frankly, was
in a group with the man who raised him. Bob
Colasaerts’ only viable choice. The heck of
Miller said of his son, “Thank God, he turned
it, though, was that his ball flew right over
his body around.”
an on-course bathroom building abutting
Vic Fleming is a district court judge in
the hazard. The rules official said, correctly,
Little Rock, Ark., where he also teaches at the
that he had to drop the ball in a toilet stall
William H. Bowen School of Law. Contact
inside this structure – and as McDowell was
him at vicfleming@att.net.
preparing to do so, the official looked out at

I Swear Crossword

Carroll Cloar’s Life, Art Overflowed With Local Color
CARROLL CLOAR PAINTED US.
Boyle is throwing a birthday party
at Brooks for themselves and Carroll
Cloar.
Everybody from around here is there
– there on the walls, the ghosts of where
we’ve been, specters of who we are.
The small town that’s everywhere in
this big town. The fields and the cabins
and the simple folk and simple joys that
are so close to the streets and the complicated life of this city. The memories
and visions of childhood and coming
of age that are so much a part of our
collective experience and our shared
view from this corner of the South. The
colorful, soulful characters raised in
the humidity of poverty and the heat of
opportunity presented side-by-side in
the saturated colors of our storytelling
character.
All there.
Over there, we see that “My Father

MEMPHASIS

dan conaway

Was Big As A Tree” and we see a man in
purposeful stride “Where The Southern
Cross The Yellow Dog.” Just there, we
can join “Faculty And Honor Students,
Lewis School House” and we can cross
“The Bridge Over The Bayou” against a
brilliant yellow fall backdrop. And there,
we can be part of “The Wedding Party,”
attend “The Baptizing Of Charlie Mae,”
or hear a “Story Told By My Mother.”
All there at “The Crossroads of
Memory: Carroll Cloar and the American South.” The exhibition at Brooks
through Sept. 15 marks the 100th anniversary of the artist’s birth and the 80th

anniversary of Boyle, the title sponsor.
Works from private and museum collections are included, among them Brooks,
the Museum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan, the Whitney, Crystal Bridges
and the Hirshhorn.
Some 70 times, we see ourselves
in the haunting vision of Carroll Cloar
(1913-1993). Arkansan from Earle by
birth, Memphian by choice, Cloar gave,
in the words of MOMA educator A.L.
Chanin in 1956, “concrete expression to
the ghosts of old memories.”
And he’s in mine.
In 1976, I asked him to do a painting
for The Phoenix Club, intended for a
Christmas card and limited edition print
to raise money for The Boys Club (just
boys in those days). “I don’t do commissions,” he told the nervous young man
in front of him, “never have. But I’ll think
about it. If I come up with an idea I like,
I’ll paint it. If you like it, you can have it.”

We liked it. Two boys stand at the
edge of an Arkansas field, snow in the
rows, picking bright red berries to decorate the tree. “Did that with my brother,”
he said. And they’ve been doing that on
my wall in a print from that edition ever
since.
I visited him several times. There in
his newspapers-as-wallpaper studio.
There in his little wooden sculpture of
a house on Greer, way back from the
street, an original fronted by a huge
painting, later a mosaic, by the original
man inside, gone now just as he is.
But the memories remain.
I’m a Memphian, and the there of
around here is in Carroll Cloar’s paintings.
Dan Conaway is a lifelong Memphian, longtime adman and aspiring
local character in a city known for them.
Reach him at dan@wakesomebodyup.
com.
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SEMINAR
SERIES
SEMINAR
SERIES
2013
CARE REFORM
2013 HEALTH
HR RULES &
LEGAL RAMIFICATIONS

Thursday, August 8th

@ 3:30 PM, Brooks Museum Of Art Auditorium
1934 Poplar Ave • Memphis, TN 38104

PROteCt YOuR PROFItS & YOuR RePutatIOn
HR rules are changing and if you’re not in compliance, you may
face legal ramifications. Join us, Paul Patten and a panel of
industry experts for a comprehensive overview of far-reaching
employment laws as well as practical advice on dealing with reallife issues that threaten your organization and your employees.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Paul Patten

Paul Patten is a Partner in the Chicago, Illinois office of
Jackson Lewis LLP. His practice focuses on employment
litigation and counseling. He represents employers in
federal and state lawsuits covering a wide range of
statutes and subjects. Prior to joining Jackson Lewis LLP,
Mr. Patten was a trial attorney with the EEOC, prosecuting
discrimination claims for the federal government, including
large pattern and practice and sexual harassment lawsuits.
Mr. Patten earned his Juris Doctor from Harvard Law
School and is admitted to practice in Illinois and before
the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of
Indiana, and the Central, Northern and Southern Districts
of Illinois, as well as the Seventh Circuit of Appeals.

sponsored by:

SEATING IS LIMITED – REGISTER ONLINE NOW
http://seminars.memphisdailynews.com
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Now Open in East Memphis
A Full Service Family Law Firm
C ONTESTED D IVO RCE
N O -F AULT D IVO RCE
C HILD C USTODY
V ISITATION
P ATERNITY
C HILD S UPPO RT
P RENUPTIAL A GREEMENTS
P OST -D IVO RCE M ODIFICATION
C ONTEMPT
D EPENDENCY AND N EGLECT
A LL O THER F AMILY L AW M ATTERS

www.DivorceIncorp.com
(901) 672-7745
6 7 5 0 P o p l a r Av e n u e , S u i t e 8 3 0
Memphis, Tennessee 38138

J A C K S O N O F F I C E 4 4 9 E a s t B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t , J a c k s o n , Te n n e s s e e 3 8 3 0 1
C L A R K S V I L L E O F F I C E 3 1 8 F r a n k l i n S t r e e t , C l a r k s v i l l e , Te n n e s s e e 3 7 0 4 0

