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This week in Memphis history:

>>>>> 2012: The project to build a pedestrian and bicycle boardwalk on the
Harahan rail bridge across the Mississippi River won a $15 million grant
from the U.S Department of Transportation. The key to winning the
TIGER grant – Transportation Investment Generation Economic Recovery – from the Obama administration was to combine the boardwalk
with a separate application for funding to upgrade Main Street from
Uptown to the South Main district including the Main Street Mall.

>>>>> 2008:

Debut of The Memphis News. The first cover story of the
weekly, published by The Daily News Publishing Co. Inc., was on the
Shelby County suburbs.

>>>>> 1993: The managers of Hickory Ridge Mall, Mall of Memphis and
Oak Court Mall announced the malls would become no smoking areas
as of July 1. The ban did not apply to full-service restaurants, which
could set their own policies.
Jerry Lee Lewis Spot at Beale and Second Streets filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy after one performance by the legendary rocker who soon
after moved to Ireland for a brief exile from U.S. tax troubles.

>>>>> 1990: Opening of the Children’s Museum of Memphis in what had
been the National Guard Armory at Hollywood and Central Avenues on
Fairgrounds property.

FedEx Freight Raising
Rates 4.5 Percent
FedEx Corp. said its freight unit will
raise rates by 4.5 percent beginning July 1.
The move follows Jan. 7 rate increases
in its FedEx Express air shipment business and FedEx Ground package shipping
business.
FedEx said Monday that its freight fuel
surcharges are not changing, and remain
among the lowest in the industry.

Home Builders Groups Form
West Tennessee Association
The Memphis Area Home Builders
Association is joining with two West Tennessee associations to form the new West
Tennessee Home Builders Association.
The Jackson Area HBA, the Dyersburg
Area HBA and the Memphis Area HBA are
combining to form the new group.
“The main thing we do now is fight
legislative issues,” said Don Caylor, 2013
president of Memphis Area Home Builders
Association. “I think it will give us a more
unified voice in the state of Tennessee.”
Caylor said membership at MAHBA
dipped along with the economy and
partnering with other organizations would
provide builders with more opportunities.
“The downturn in the economy cer-

tainly opened the door for it,” Caylor said.
“We’ve really taken a shell in the belly
of our ship with this economy,” he said.
“Things are getting better and I think it
will better position us when the economy
bounces back.”
A formal announcement about the new
organization and the 2013 VESTA Home
Show is scheduled for Friday, June 14.

AutoZone Authorizes
New Share Buyback
AutoZone Inc.’s board has authorized
the repurchase of $750 million worth of
shares of common stock as part of the
company’s ongoing share repurchase
program.
Since the inception of the repurchase
program in 1998, and including the new
amount, AutoZone’s board has authorized
$13.4 billion in repurchases.
In unrelated news the company announced this week, AutoZone general
counsel Harry Goldsmith is retiring in
January 2014.

Conference Puts First Men’s
Tournament in Memphis
The new American Athletic Conference
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will hold its first men’s basketball tournament at the FedExForum in Memphis next
March.
The tournament will be held March
12-15 with all games televised by ESPN’s
networks and the championship game on
ESPN.
The arena will host the NCAA tournament’s South Regional two weeks after the
American Athletic Conference tournament.
The announcement was made by
Commissioner Mike Aresco, who lauded
the tournament as a “wonderful event that
our teams, coaches, administrators and
fans will embrace and enjoy.”
University of Memphis athletic director
Tom Bowen called it an exciting day after
a collaboration involving the arena, the
university and city of Memphis.
“This is monumental and dynamic for
this new conference,” Bowen said. “We believe it will be a great tournament for this
city, our fans and for Tigers everywhere.”
Memphis coach Josh Pastner said all
of the league’s basketball coaches agreed
at the conference meetings recently that
the best place to hold a tournament was
Memphis. He said even Louisville coach
Rick Pitino called into the league meeting
to endorse Memphis for the tournament.
“For all of the other coaches to say the
best place to be is right here, that’s just a
rare credit to the fans,” Pastner said in a
statement.

Three High Schools Host
Common Core Training
Three Shelby County high schools –
Ridgeway, Southwind and Bartlett – will
host the local part of the largest teacher
training event in Tennessee history.
The schools and 14 others across the
state will host sessions for 30,000 educators in the Common Core State Standards.
The math session will be June 18-21
at Southwind, 7900 E. Shelby Drive, and
Ridgeway, 2009 Ridgeway Road; and
June 25-28 at Ridgeway and Bartlett High
School, 5688 Woodlawn Road.
The English language arts training sections are being scheduled for later in the
summer.
The Common Core standards are replacing the “No Child Left Behind” student
achievement standards.

Hollywood Feed Opening
New Memphis-Area Stores
Hollywood Feed, which offers a wide
selection of natural and holistic pet food
and products, among other things, is
opening three new stores in July and
August.
Two of them will be in the Memphis
area – in East Memphis and in Southaven.
The first two stores to open will be at

352 E. Goodman Road in Southaven, and
376 Ridge Way Road in Flowood, Miss.
At 3,600 square feet, the Southaven
store will include features like dog washing
stations and a full-service pet grooming
salon.
The East Memphis store, scheduled
to open in August, will be located at 2809
Kirby Parkway. That location will measure
about 2,200 square feet.
The three new locations bring the pet
retailer’s store count to 21 locations across
the Southeast in Tennessee, Mississippi,
Arkansas and Alabama.

First Watch Restaurant
Eyes Memphis for Expansion
The breakfast, brunch and lunch
restaurant concept First Watch is looking
to expand in Tennessee, with company
executives seeking multi-unit franchisees
to open restaurants in Memphis.
The search for a franchisee in Memphis
is part of the company’s strategy to grow to
more than 300 restaurants by 2017.
First Watch currently operates more
than 100 restaurants in 15 states. Each restaurant is about 3,200 square feet to 3,500
square feet, seats about 120 guests and
employs about 25 local residents.
The company is celebrating its 30th
year in 2013.
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FordHarrison Law Firm
Joins Global HR Alliance
FordHarrison LLP, a labor and employment law firm with operations in Memphis, has joined Ius Laboris, the world’s
largest alliance of human resources and
pensions law firms.
“Access to local human resources law
services in the main business centers in
America will be an invaluable resource for
our European and worldwide clients,” said
Chris Engels, the recently appointed chairman of Ius Laboris.
The Ius Laboris alliance includes 43
law firms with more than 1,300 lawyers in
42 countries.

State Board Adds Rules For
Compounding Pharmacies
The Tennessee Board of Pharmacy says
it has adopted new regulations for compounding pharmacies licensed by the state
following recent outbreaks of illnesses
associated with tainted medicines created
at these specialty pharmacies.
The Pharmacy Board said in a news
release that the new rules will improve
safeguards for public health while also
ensuring that drugs in short supply will be
available. Compounding pharmacies mix
custom formulations of drugs based on
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doctors’ specifications.
The board said the changes include
expedited suspension of sterile compounding by a pharmacy or manufacturer
after a serious problem is discovered and
adding sterile compounding registration to
licenses issued by the state.
Drug manufacturers doing business
in Tennessee will also be required to show
they are registered with the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

US Retail Sales Jump
0.6 Percent in May
Americans stepped up purchases at
retail businesses in May, spending more
on cars, home improvements and sporting
goods. The gain shows consumers remain
resilient despite higher taxes and could
drive faster growth later this year.
The Commerce Department said
Thursday that retail sales increased 0.6
percent in May from April. That’s up from
a 0.1 percent gain the previous month and
the fastest pace since February.
The April gain was led by a 1.8 percent
jump in auto sales, the biggest increase in
six months. Excluding volatile autos, gas
and building supplies, core retail sales rose
0.3 percent. That’s slightly higher than the
0.2 percent April increase.
Sales increased at hardware and gener-

al merchandise stores, but fell at furniture
and appliance stores.

Memphis Firm Wins $3.7M
Award for Disabled Trucker
Memphis-based law firm Bailey &
Greer PLLC scored a victory when a Shelby
County Circuit Court jury awarded $3.7
million to Donriel A. Borne for injuries he
sustained when the 18-wheeler he was
driving was struck from behind by another
big rig on Interstate 55 in Memphis.
R. Sadler Bailey and Thomas R. Greer
of Bailey and Greer represented Borne in
the two-week trial against Indianapolisbased Celadon Trucking Services Inc.
Greer said the decision to take the case
to trial was made after attempts to resolve
the matter through negotiation and mediation failed following a defense offer of
$25,000.

State Sales Tax on Food
Drops to 5 Percent July 1
The Tennessee Department of Revenue
is advising businesses selling food to start
making the changes necessary to reflect a
drop in the state sales tax rate on food that
takes effect July 1.

The Tennessee Legislature passed the
law earlier this year dropping the state
sales tax rate on food from 5.25 percent to
5 percent effective with the start of the new
fiscal year. The change does not affect the
local option sales tax rate.
The reduced state tax rate applies to
food and food ingredients. It does not apply to prepared food, dietary supplements,
tobacco, candy and dietary supplements,
which are taxed at the 7 percent state sales
tax rate.
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam signed the
food sales tax roll back into law in May.
While the legislature changed the sales tax
rate on food, it did not change the parts of
existing law that define the food and food
ingredients that the tax applies to.

Georgia-Pacific Gets
Request for Buckeye Data
Georgia-Pacific LLC has received a
request from the Federal Trade Commission and the antitrust division of the
Justice Department for more information
and documents related to its acquisition of
Buckeye Technologies Inc.
Buckeye, which is based in Memphis,
runs manufacturing plants in the U.S. and
Germany.
It makes and markets specialty fibers
and nonwoven materials made from wood

and cotton.
Those products are used in personal
hygiene products, disposable diapers,
engine air and oil filters, napkins, cleaning
supplies, baby wipes and a series of other
goods.
In April Georgia-Pacific announced
that it reached a deal to buy Buckeye for
about $1.46 billion. Georgia-Pacific is a
privately held Atlanta-based paper, packaging and building products company.
The FTC and antitrust unit asked for
more information and documentation on
Buckeye’s nonwovens business.
Georgia-Pacific and Buckeye said that
they will continue to work with the FTC
and antitrust division.

US Chief Executives
Optimistic About Hiring
Chief executives for the largest U.S.
companies are more optimistic about sales
over the next six months and plan to add
more workers.
The Business Roundtable said Wednesday that its April-June quarterly survey
found 32 percent of its members expect
to expand payrolls in the next six months.
That’s up from 29 percent in the JanuaryMarch survey. And 78 percent expect their
sales to increase. That’s up from 72 percent
from the previous survey.

Home Owners in Memphis & Shelby County:

You can appeal your property taxes.

www.ShelbyTaxAppeal.com
Order Your Tax Kit Today to Receive:
• Recent comparable home sales including photos.
• Neighborhood Profile Report providing an overview of all sales and
foreclosure activity for your neighborhood over the past 4 years.
• Foreclosure Effect Report showing possible negative impact of
foreclosures in your area.
• Step-by-Step instructions for filing your appeal.

Call 901.458.6419

Enter Coupon Code PRINT2 to save $5.00

Don’t miss
the deadline
to appeal.

Powered by Chandler Reports

www.chandlerreports.com
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Consumers have kept spending this
year, despite an increase in Social Security
taxes. That’s helped the economy grow at a
modest pace. Still, most of the CEOs don’t
expect growth to accelerate. They forecast
growth of 2.2 percent this year, only slightly
better than the 2.1 percent forecast in the
first-quarter survey.
“CEOs see the U.S. economy still on a
slow road to recovery,” said Jim McNerney,
chief executive of Boeing and the chairman of the Business Roundtable.
The better sales outlook reflects
modest growth in the United States and
“continued high growth in Asia” and other
emerging markets, McNerney said, offset
by continuing recession in Europe.
Small-business owners are also a bit
more optimistic, according to a separate
survey by the National Federation of
Independent Business, released Tuesday.
The NFIB’s small business optimism index
rose for the second straight month to 94.4.
That’s the second-highest level since the
recession began in December 2007. Greater confidence in future sales and economic
growth drove the increase.

tem. The new rate for the county outside
the city of Memphis would remain 4 cents
higher to pay off rural school bonds used
to build Arlington High School.

US Budget Deficit Widens
$139 Billion in May
The government reported Wednesday
that the U.S. budget deficit widened in
May by $139 billion. But the annual deficit
stayed on track to finish below $1 trillion
for the first time since 2008.
Steady economic growth and higher
tax rates have boosted the government’s
tax revenue. At the same time, government
spending has barely increased.
With the May increase, the deficit
through the first eight months of this
budget year totaled $626 billion, according
to the Treasury. That’s down $218 billion
lower than the same period last year. The
Congressional Budget Office estimates the
deficit won’t grow much before the budget
year ends on Sept. 30.
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FROM THE BLOG
Bigfish Creative Launches
‘I Like My Team’ App
Editor’s Note: “From the Blog” is a weekly feature that highlights
some of the enterprising work our staff and contributors post on The
Daily News blog, blog.memphisdailynews.com.
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

B

igfish Creative founder Tim Nicholson is a ubiquitous
presence on social media, not only for his clients but also

using the hashtag “#ilikemyteam” to give out advice, draw lessons from pop culture references and to, well, tout his team.
There’s an I Like My Team blog, and Tim also frequently
uploads short clips to YouTube along the same lines.
Now, his firm has released an I Like My Team app, available
for free in the iTunes store. From the app description:
“I Like My Team is a personal and professional develop-

Commission Meeting
Includes Tax Rate Hearing

Steve Mulroy’s Donation
Creates Second Largest Chain

The Shelby County Commission
meeting Monday, June 17, will include a
required public hearing on the change in
the county property tax rate.
The commission filed a public notice
this week published in The Daily News that
sets the hearing for the 1:30 p.m. meeting
at the Vasco Smith County Administration
Building, 160 N. Main St.
The proposed county property tax
rate up for the second of three readings at
Monday’s meeting is $4.38 compared to
the current rate of $4.02.
In the proposed rate, 30 cents of the
increase is the recertified rate that the
county and state estimate would produce
the same amount of revenue for county
government taking into account the 2013
property reappraisal that the $4.02 rate
now produces. The remaining 6 cents on
the tax rate is a tax increase to produce
about half of the $20 million in new funding Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell has
proposed for the consolidated school sys-

About a month ago, Shelby County
Commissioner Steve Mulroy donated a
kidney to a stranger. That donation has
created the second-largest kidney swap
chain in history, according to the National
Kidney Registry.
Chain 221 began with Mulroy’s altruistic donation at Methodist University Hospital Transplant Institute and involved 56
participants and 19 transplant centers.
“Once you realize that this is a way to
save a life and possibly many other lives
without any real permanent sacrifice on
my part, it seems like not only a no-brainer, but a moral imperative,” said Mulroy,
who also is a professor of law at the University of Memphis.
The speed of Chain 221 illustrates the
progress that’s been made in shortening
the setup times for large swaps, reducing
the time patients wait for a kidney transplant. Large swaps like Chain 221 increase
the ability to find matches for patients who
are difficult to match.

Talking to your baby
helps her brain develop.
And she won’t contradict you
until she’s at least 3.

ment system designed for those who work in an office. Personal users will find inspiration and be challenged to consider
workplace scenarios like meetings, assignments, skill building, conflict resolution, goal setting, time management and
just plain getting along – in a fresh way. Some would say it’s
a shared values system. We’re just trying to make work a little
less work.
Blogs – an original series of posts that present workplace
scenarios through pop-culture references like movies, music,
documentaries, current events, and even poetry in a conversational voice.
Journals – record your own thoughts regarding our blog
posts.
Photography – enjoy user supplied inspirational images presented via I Like My Team’s Instagram feed.
Open Mic – tell others what inspires you and offer ideas to
the I Like My Team community.

A SALES CAREER
NUMBERS DON’T LIE

Proven Ten Step Sales System,
Realistic Six Figure Potential.
Overnight Travel Required. CONTACT
(866) 326-4309 or joinusnow@pltnm.com

Go to TUCI.org for a copy of the Parents Guide to Kindergarten Readiness.
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here is still some power left in
the line that separates Memphis
City Schools from Shelby County
Schools with about two weeks left until
the two public school systems formally
become one. That was evident Tuesday,
June 11, as the countywide school board
approved a slate of 35 policy decisions for
the merged school system whose fiscal
year begins July 1.
The school board members approved
the use of $12 million from the reserves
of the two combined school systems to
bridge a funding gap in the budget for the
first fiscal year of the consolidated school
system. The $12 million from the unassigned reserve fund totaling $44.1 million
bridges a gap between expenses and revenues for the merged school district.
The County Commission has approved
$20 million in new funding for the school
district and approved on the first of three
readings an ordinance that would increase
the county property tax rate 6 cents to
provide about half of the increased schools
funding. The rest comes from revised
county revenues estimates that produce
the rest of the schools funding.
The funding gap increased by about
$2 million with a new lower estimate of
state funding that took about $1 million in
anticipated funding from the consolidated
school system and another $1 million in
upfront money the school system must
provide charter schools under new state
regulations.
Interim superintendent Dorsey Hopson recommended the use of the fund balance over further funding cuts that could
have included special education assistants.
But school board member Martavius Jones thought the two reserve funds
should be kept separate and the funds
from each used proportionately.
“All of this could be supporting services
that would no longer be under the auspices of the unified school district,” Jones
said, referring to the possibility of suburban school districts that could start in the
county’s six suburban towns and cities in
the 2014-2015 school year – the second
year of the merger. Hopson countered that
he and his staff are planning for the school
year that starts Aug. 5 with the suburbs in
the consolidated school district.
“We are going to be one school system
next year,” Hopson said. “We have to take
care of every kid.”
Jones didn’t push his request to a vote.
And Hopson said the reserve fund for the
consolidated school system cannot be dis-

persed with shares to any suburban school
districts that might be formed.
Meanwhile, the board approved all but
one in a set of 35 policy recommendations
for the new school district.
The policies approved include a cell
phone policy that is a close match to
Shelby County Schools policy, permitting
students to bring cell phones to school
but adding that they must be turned off
and stored in lockers and other designated
areas where they can’t be used. Memphis
City Schools policy had been to forbid
students from even bringing the phones
on campus.
School board members David Pickler
and Kenneth Whalum thought the policy
should be just the opposite – to encourage
more use of digital devices in education.
The new policy includes a provision that
allows teachers to specifically make an
exception for students to use the phones
for class work, for an app for instance.
“It’s the 21st century, and rather than
limiting cell phone use, we need to be figuring out a way to expand cell phone use,”
Whalum said.
“I think this board needs to set a different vision,” Pickler added, saying school
boards across the country have struggled
with the issue.
Hopson said his goal is to get schools
open for the year with a policy set that
wouldn’t necessarily preclude reviewing it
and possibly changing it to do what Pickler
and Whalum want.
“I think the main concern is that when
you have phones, you tend to have kids
that get disruptive,” Hopson said. “And
then there are some cheating concerns.”
The board also had an extended debate about specifically banning corporal
punishment that led to a delay Tuesday in
voting on that policy until regular board
meetings later this month.
The new policy would be what has
been policy in Memphis City Schools.
Shelby County Schools policy did not
specifically ban corporal punishment but
Hopson said it hasn’t been used in many
years. Two retired principals on the school
board were on different sides of the issue.
Joe Clayton said he couldn’t support an
outright ban and believes the punishment
is effective based on his experience.
“Some times you just have to get some
people’s attention in order to teach them,”
Clayton said.
Like Clayton, Oscar Love was a high
school principal, and unlike Clayton he is
“adamantly opposed” to corporal punishment and didn’t use it.
“I just don’t think high school students
should be hit,” he said. “And I know it isn’t
effective.”
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City’s Latest
Dishcrawl
Comes
Downtown
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

M
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Memphians are stepping up to help the residents of Moore, Okla., where a devastating tornado
struck last month. Hannah Montoya, left, and her aunt, Pam Head, walk past a makeshift memorial in Moore.

Helping Hands
‘Memphis to Moore’ event at Westin raising money for tornado victims
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

T

he Westin Memphis Beale
Street Hotel is hosting a bash
this week organizers are calling
“Memphis to Moore,” an event that
will raise money for the rebuilding
effort in an Oklahoma community
devastated last month by a mile-wide
tornado.
The tornado struck Moore, Okla.,
May 20, with winds at one point
estimated above 200 miles per hour.
It killed about two dozen people and
injured scores of others, in addition to
causing extensive property damage.
The event in Memphis will be held
Friday, June 14, starting at 7 p.m. and
will raise money for the Moore Public
Schools Tornado Relief Fund. Backers
of the event include Memphian and
Moore native Angela Copeland and
RedRover Sales & Marketing.
The Westin also has donated its
ballroom for the event, and guests
there will enjoy free valet parking in
addition to free food and cocktails
from Bleu Restaurant & Lounge.
The festivities will include live entertainment, T-shirts and a variety of
silent auction items. Guests can have
their pictures taken in the Amurica
photo booth, and they’ll also be able
to send messages of encouragement
back to Moore.

Tickets for the event are $50 in advance, available at MemphisToMoore.
org, and they’re $60 at the door.
Money raised is intended to help
students, families and staff of Moore
Public Schools, the third-largest district in Oklahoma. Copeland said a significant amount of property the school
district owns was damaged, so they
have a big need of funds for rebuilding
efforts.
“It’s going to pay for food, clothing,
after-school care and school supplies,” Copeland said. “I actually grew
up in Moore. I attended Moore Public
Schools from kindergarten all the way
up through 12th grade and graduated
from Moore High School. I had an
amazing experience there. I think here
in Memphis when the tornado hit,
people were really struck by the heroism people were showing in Moore.
We saw many cases on TV of teachers
laying their bodies across students to
try to protect them.
“I wasn’t surprised, because those
are the same kinds of teachers I had in
Moore.”
To put the event together, she
reached out to her network of friends
with the idea and asked for support.
That group included RedRover CEO
and founder Lori Turner-Wilson, who

has a connection of her own to the
area.
“I have grandparents that were in
Norman, right in that area, so I used to
spend a lot time in that area as a kid,”
Turner-Wilson said. “So it hit home to
me, all that devastation.
“I knew the right partner to bring
to the table was Patrick (Jordan) at the
Westin, because there’s nobody I know
of who’d be more interested in giving
back to the community in this way.”
Jordan is the general manager of
the Westin. He still remembers how
he felt when Hurricane Katrina struck
New Orleans, when he was working at
another hotel in Memphis, and how
families fled to that hotel because they
had something the Moore residents
did not have much of – a warning.
“I remember seeing these people
really running for their lives, no idea
what they’d be going back to, if there
would even be anything to go back to,”
Jordan said. “But the people in Moore
didn’t even have any notice. With
tornados, the sirens go off and that’s
pretty much it. It’s there. When stuff
like this happens you think, ‘I wish I
could do something.’ I was fortunate
to have Lori reach out to me and tell
me what they were working on, and it
was a natural fit.”

emphians have proven to be hungry
for the dish crawl concept – a way
for foodies to explore multiple restaurants in one night.
Founded in 2010 by Tracey Lee of San Jose,
Calif., Dishcrawl quickly spread nationwide to
cities like New York City, Philadelphia, Washington, Montreal and Toronto. The initiative
launched in Memphis earlier this year, with
the first Memphis Dishcrawl in February in
Cooper-Young selling out right away, necessitating the addition of a second night, which
sold out too.
A later Dishcrawl in Overton Square also
sold out right away, and the newest event – a
Downtown Dishcrawl happening at the end of
this month – sold out in 10 days.
Similar to a pub crawl but with food, dish
crawls are guided, walkable culinary tours.
The Downtown Dishcrawl is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 26. That night, participants
will treat themselves to gourmet dishes at four
restaurants over the course of the evening.
Part of the fun is the locations are kept secret until 48 hours before the event, at which
time the first location is revealed to ticket
holders.
Memphis Dishcrawl ambassador Kim
Fuqua said she’ll have another Dishcrawl to
introduce soon with a whole new set of Downtown restaurants.
“Dishcrawl allows 40 participants to go
from restaurant to restaurant sampling several
dishes,” Fuqua said. “Dishcrawlers visit four
restaurants within no more than 10 minutes
walking distance. We dine between 7 p.m. and
9:30 p.m. on a Wednesday night, when restaurants are not typically as busy.”
At each venue, the chef or owner introduces a special tasting trio and talks about the
food and the restaurant’s history. In that way,
Dishcrawl is a community-focused event.
“We aim to bring local foodies and local
restaurants together in a really unique way,”
Fuqua said.
Once the first restaurant location is
revealed, that serves as the meeting place for
the event. Leading up to the reveal, organizers
drop hints about the location to Facebook and
Twitter followers.
Fuqua said Dishcrawl is a great way for
local foodies to try new dishes, meet new people, and visit restaurants they might not have
chosen themselves. It also provides welcome
exposure for participating restaurants.
Dishcrawl itself is established in 125 cities
in the U.S. and Canada. The Downtown event
will be the third to happen in Memphis, and
Fuqua said the “dish crawler” community
already is well established, as tickets have
typically sold out quickly.
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

First Tenn.
Takes Over
Sevierville
Bank

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Seminar Spotlights
Financial Hot Topics
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

T

he 12 branches of Mountain
National Bank of Sevierville
reopened for business at the start
of this week under the banner of First
Tennessee Bank.
The transition was a result of the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency
closing Mountain National Bank Friday,
June 7, and naming the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corp. as receiver.
To protect Mountain National’s
depositors, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. entered into what is called
a purchase and assumption agreement
with First Tennessee that includes the
bank assuming all deposits of Mountain
National.
In addition to assuming all of the
deposits of the failed bank, First Tennessee Bank also agreed to purchase
essentially all of the failed bank's assets.
The Sevierville bank's systems will be
integrated into First Tennessee's in the
coming months, and customers will be
mailed letters this week informing them
about the purchase.
In a statement about the transaction, Bryan Jordan – the chairman,
president and CEO of First Tennessee
parent company First Horizon National
Corp. – said, “With the acquisition of
Mountain National, we're proud to expand in Tennessee, where we've earned
one of the highest customer retention
rates of any bank in the country.
“We'll maintain our commitment to
our communities and long-term profitability through outstanding employees
supported by market-leading technology.
“We look forward to welcoming our
new customers and new employees to
First Tennessee.”
As of March 31, Mountain National
Bank had about $437.3 million in assets
and $373.4 million in deposits. The
FDIC estimates the cost to its deposit
insurance fund from the bank closure
will be $33.5 million.
The Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency said it closed the bank “after
finding that the bank had experienced
substantial dissipation of assets and
earnings due to unsafe and unsound
practices.”
Additionally, the OCC found that the
bank had incurred losses that depleted
its capital, that the bank was “critically
undercapitalized,” and that the agency
saw no “reasonable prospect” for the
bank to become adequately capitalized.
Mountain National Bank is the 16th
FDIC-insured institution to fail in the
United States this year, and the first in
Tennessee.

C

raig Dismuke, the chief economic
strategist of Vining Sparks IBG LP,
opened his keynote address at The
Daily News’ “Money and Markets” seminar
Thursday, June 6, with a story that brought
some insight into the wisdom that people
– often erroneously – ascribe to experts in
various fields, including economists.
A group of Indians, the story goes, ask
their new chief who had not learned the
ways of his ancestors what the coming
winter would be like. The new chief tells
them to collect firewood – then he calls the
National Weather Service. He asks whether
the winter will be bad, and he’s told it will
be. So the chief tells his people to gather
even more firewood. He later calls the National Weather Service back and asks if it’s
absolutely sure the winter will be bad.
“Of course,” is the reply he gets. The
chief goes back to his people – gather
even more firewood, he tells them. Just to
triple-check, he goes back to the National
Weather Service one more time.
It’s definitely going to be bad, the National Weather Service tells the chief. How
do we know it will be a cold one?
“Because the Indians are gathering
firewood like crazy.”
Along those same lines, one of the
panel members at the seminar – J. Michael
Gibbs, a senior vice president and co-head
of the equity advisory group with Raymond James – encouraged the crowd to
follow what’s essentially the Warren Buffett
style of investing. Avoid the sensationalism
and pack mentality of the crowd and invest
in companies, rather than dipping in and
out of assets based on the news cycle.
The seminar was presented by The
Daily News and sponsored by Dixon
Hughes Goodman LLP and Waddell &
Associates Inc. Dismuke was tapped as
the keynote in part because of his long list
of credentials. At Vining Sparks, which is
a leading broker-dealer serving institutional investors, Dismuke advises portfolio
managers that range from large foreign
banks to small domestic financial institutions, and his work also includes studying
economic trends and fixed income sector
performance. He’s a frequent speaker at industry conferences, and he publishes daily,
weekly and monthly articles for Vining
Sparks in addition to other publications.
One of Dismuke’s key points at The
Daily News seminar was that the economy
hasn’t been as weak as it seems. The country hasn’t had a negative quarter of growth
in awhile, and not counting pullbacks in
state, local and federal government spending, the private economy is doing well.
Consumers are continuing to shed
debt, he went on. Further out on the horizon, some concerning elements include
whether housing is strong enough to withstand the Federal Reserve bringing an end
to its effort to keep a lid on interest rates.

Also, Dismuke said the federal government has made some modest progress
in cutting the nation’s debt, and because
of that the government likely has no
stomach to continue right now.
The panel members – including
attorney David Mendelson and David
Waddell, president of Waddell & Associates – were unanimous in their concern
over the continued incremental imple-

mentation of the Affordable Care Act.
A member of the crowd asked if the
health care legislation was a potential
spoiler for the economy, and Dismuke
replied, simply, “Yes.”
Referring to the act’s employer size
thresholds, Waddell added, “If I had 50
employees, I’d have 49.”
Mendelson said the same goes for
him.

Glacial Stimulus Reduction
ditionally, tax rates (more so expected
This has been the weakest
tax rates) drive a wedge in between
job recovery on record. The 175,000
hirers and hires. Since the revenue pie
new jobs created in May did slightly
gets cut between overhead, owners,
exceed analyst estimates, but also
employees and the government … if
slightly trailed population growth. The
the expectation is that the governpercentage of the U.S. adult populament’s share will grow, someone’s
tion with a job equals 58.6 percent.
share must shrink. Self-preservation
This number hit 67 percent back
instincts prioritize those currently on
in 2000. Adjusting this ratio for the
payroll over payroll additions. We all
“retirement effect” to only include
intuitively know this, but we twist it
those aged 25 to 54 increases the rate
into a political argument
to 76 percent, but it
rather than accepting it
still hasn’t budged
as an economic fact. The
for three years and is
National Federation of
5 percent lower than
Independent Businesses
it was in 2007. This
also releases monthly
cannot be explained
employment data. Acby retirees. Our job
cording to the most
creation machine is
David S. Waddell
malfunctioning.
the worldly recent data, 9 percent of
investor small businesses added
Popular explaemployees last month,
nations for this
while 12 percent shed employees. The
malfunctioning include discouraged
remaining 79 percent of small-busijob seekers, cushy welfare benefits,
ness owners made no change to their
off-shoring, skills obsolescence and
employee populations. Sadly, only
faulty marketplace demand. While
5 percent of small businesses have
all of these factors contribute, low
near-term hiring plans, as compared
confidence likely contributes most.
with nearly 20 percent pre-recession.    
The positive BLS report issued Friday
The dual mandate of the Fed
addressed labor statistics, but did not
roughly dictates that they keep policy
differentiate hiring by company size.
tight enough that inflation doesn’t drift
According to the ADP report issued
above 2.5 percent, and lose enough
earlier in the week, small- and medium-size businesses added 97,000 jobs that unemployment doesn’t drift
above 6.5 percent. With inflation at 1.1
in May, while large employers added
percent and the unemployment rate at
39,000. According to the SBA, small
businesses (less than 500 employees) 7.6 percent, the Fed is failing to achieve
their directives. Changing policy proaccount for 64 percent of net new
paganda may deter excessive speculaprivate sector job creation. Clearly, as
tion spurned by long-term low rates,
go small businesses, so goes employbut actual restrictive changes to policy
ment.
It doesn’t take many conversations would only add further disincentive
to small-business payroll decisions.
with small-business owners to identify
Why did the market rally big? Because
pessimistic undertones. Escalating
it now understands that Bernanke’s
taxes and regulatory burdens add
frustration, cost and complication. The taper talk before Congress was a wolf
cry. Easy money is here to stay.
Affordable Care Act, Dodd Frank,
David Waddell, who is regularly
Sarbanes Oxley and the volumes of
featured in the Wall Street Journal,
agency generated regulations may
USA Today and Forbes, as well as
eventually increase the equality and
on Fox Business News and CNBC, is
quality of the American marketplace,
president and CEO of Memphis-based
but in the meantime they are major
Waddell & Associates.
distractions for small employers. Ad-
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Money&Markets Extra

Upside
for autos

Insider
Q&A

Who he is: Auto stock
analyst for
Morningstar
Outlook:
Auto stocks still have
room to run.

U.S. auto sales have risen 7 percent
this year. Sales of high-margin pickup
trucks are booming.
The growth has fueled a nice run for
auto industry stocks. But is it too late for
investor to jump in?
Morningstar auto analyst David
Whiston doesn’t think so. He says there’s
still upside in autos, particularly Ford and
General Motors.
The Chicago-based analyst expects
U.S. sales to keep rising in the next
few years, as automakers roll out new
vehicles and run their global operations
more efficiently.
What is your forecast for U.S. auto
sales?
For the year, 15.2 million to 15.5 million.
Every month, other than April, we’ve

David Whiston

been roughly in that range. You’ve got a
lot of great product available from many
manufacturers, imported or domestic.
Readily available credit. Pretty stable gas
prices. There’s still a very old fleet.
Both Ford and GM shares are near
52-week highs. Are they still good
investments?
I think both GM and Ford are still cheap.
For GM, I have a fair value estimate of
$52. On Ford, my valuation is $21. (GM is
trading around $34, while Ford is around
$15). I’m still looking for a couple of things.
One is a continued increase in their main
engine of profit generation, the United
States. Ford is operating at a very high
level. GM still has lower margins in North
America than Ford, because of things like
outsourcing too much of their information

technology, and not embracing common
vehicle platforms as quickly. GM has a lot
of inefficiencies; they’re going to clean that
up over time.
U.S. auto sales are still coming off of
a severe low. In 2009 we sold only 10.4
million vehicles. That was the worst year
per capita since at least 1951. A normative
level of demand of low 16 million to low
17 million is not unrealistic. The driver
population is increasing by about 1
percent a year. Combine that with ongoing
restructurings at GM and Ford, I think it’s
a really attractive story for investors.

touch them in. The (Toyota) Tundra has
not lived up to Toyota’s expectations.
They’re pretty much retreating in that
segment now. These vehicles are the
most profitable the Detroit Three make.
What do you think of Tesla Motors?
I love the product and I love the
management team. But people forget this
is an automobile company at the end of
the day, not a tech company. They’re not
money-making cars. The revenue they’re
getting from selling those zero-emission
credits is really material to them. You need
enough scale as an automaker to survive
in any part of the business cycle, not just
in an upswing. We’re pretty conservative
long-term investors.

U.S. pickup truck sales are up 21
percent this year. How will that impact
GM and Ford earnings?
It should be good news for both because
this is a segment that even Toyota can’t

Answers edited for content and clarity.
AP

Healthy prognosis

Real estate investment trusts have been hit hard.
Since the Federal Reserve indicated on May 22 that
the central bank could scale back its stimulus in the
coming months if the economy picks up, an index of
all publicly traded REITs has
fallen nearly 11 percent.
But the reaction may be too
widespread.
Health care REITs typically
own one or more types of
commercial real estate,
including medical office space,
senior housing and skilled
nursing facilities. They collect
rental income from the properties they lease.
Although the recent rise in interest rates has raised
the cost of borrowing slightly, it generally hasn’t
changed the investment and operating outlook for
healthcare REITs, said Robert Mains, a Stifel
Nicolaus financial analyst in a note to clients. Mains

Are they
oversold?

5.3 %

-1.3
4.0

Retail

Source: NAREIT *annualized

(Based on past 12 months’ results)

$77

5.7

109

Market value:
$56.3 billion
2012 revenue:
$13.5 billion
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Avg. broker rating:

5.2

-1.6

52-week price range

YTD stock change
MON: 12%
S&P 500: 14%

13.5

Total return
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4.9

Growing demand for the
genetically modified seeds,
particularly overseas, has lifted
Monsanto’s earnings and
revenue. In the first half of its
fiscal year, Monsanto’s revenue
jumped 17 percent to $8.41
billion, while net income vaulted
36 percent to $1.82 billion.
And Monsanto could soon find
a lucrative market in China, the
world’s second-largest economy
after the United States. Reports
surfaced this month that China
may approve genetically modified
soybeans for importation.
But Monsanto faces growing
public opposition from critics of
genetically modified foods.
Some consumer groups and
health advocates are pushing for
mandatory labeling of genetically
modified products even though
the federal government and many
scientists say the technology is
safe.

Thursday’s close: $105.44
Price-earnings ratio: 22

9.4

All Equity REIT index

Industrial/Office

Monsanto knows something about
engineering change and the
resistance that can follow.
The agricultural products giant
genetically engineers seeds for
corn, soybean and other crops
with traits meant to boost
production and repel bugs.

16.1
8.4

Health care
Residential

Seeds of growth

also offers that improved returns on bonds, in which
seniors are known to invest, could support higher
rental charges.
The demand for health care is expected to grow in
coming years as the federal health
care overhaul provides greater
access to health coverage. Skilled
nursing facilities, which draw
roughly 75 percent of their revenue
from Medicare and Medicaid, also
stand to benefit from the graying of
the Baby Boom generation.
Even so, Jeff Theiler, a financial
analyst with Green Street
Advisors, cautions that health care REITs tend to sign
tenants to multiyear leases that include fixed 2
percent to 3 percent rate increases. That model
provides stable income in tough times, but investors
may prefer investments that offer greater potential for
revenue growth as interest rates rise.

Self storage

Jeff Theiler of Green
Street Advisors is
among the financial
analysts who say
there are still
attractive health
care REITs.
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Learn From
Insurance
Investments
Ray’s Take
Insurance companies typically keep a relatively
small amount of money in cash in order to pay
claims, including a reserve to respond quickly to catastrophes. The rest of their funds they invest for the
long term, focusing on options like corporate bonds
and real estate holdings.
Insurance companies are effective in matching
their assets (premium income) with their liabilities
(benefit payments), and always have their eye on
the long term. It’s not unusual for them to invest
with a 30-year time horizon. They’re not interested
in investments with a short-term payoff. Taking this
long-term, fairly conservative approach to their
investing usually pays off well for them. They are not
distracted by short-term gyrations because their
focus is so far down the road. Further, investment options that don’t
make sense
for short-term
investors can
be successful
for long-term
investors.
That’s
ray & dana Brandon why it would
rays of wisdom certainly not
be a bad idea
to think somewhat like an insurance company when
saving for your retirement. After all, like insurance
companies, you are investing for the long term –
saving for a comfortable future that is still hopefully
several decades away, and should last for decades
after that.
You may not have all the resources and options
of a giant insurance company – they can invest in
things such as early stage equity investments, low
liquidity real estate and preferred stock – but this
doesn’t mean you can’t follow the same general
principles.
Take a hint from their investing policies and look
for investments that match your time line – the further away the goal you are saving for, the more longterm you can think. It certainly is working for them.
Dana’s Take
People pay insurance premiums in order to have
some protection in case of an emergency or major
loss later. That’s because the future is uncertain and
it’s best to be prepared.
For that same reason, it’s a good idea to pay
“premiums” to your own emergency fund as well. Set
aside enough money to get you through at least six
months. It should be an account that you can access
easily. The object for this money is accessibility and
safety. Once you have this fund, don’t touch it unless an emergency truly exists. It could be a lifestyle
saver if your family’s primary wage earner became
unemployed or unable to work. It could also make a
big difference if your home was made uninhabitable
due to fire or extreme weather.
Having this money set aside can help you avoid
touching your other savings and investments where
you may incur penalty fees or other costs that would
only make your financial predicament even worse.
What would you give to avoid a financial mess for
your family? Put aside that much each month and
consider it peace of mind insurance.
Ray Brandon is a certified financial planner and
CEO of Brandon Financial Planning (www.brandonplanning.com). His wife, Dana, has a bachelor’s
degree in finance and is a licensed clinical social
worker. Contact Ray Brandon at raybrandon@brandonplanning.com.

SMALL BUSINESS

Putting On
For Their City
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

Friends turn passion into apparel venture Hoop City Memphis

Photo: Lance Murphey

Leslie Skelton and Ian Lemmonds are Hoop City Memphis, a boutique clothing designer that did big business during this past Grizzlies season with their “We Grind Here” and “Bluff City Don’t Bluff” T-shirts.

I

t started about a year ago, with
two friends who wanted some
upbeat, fun threads to wear to
Memphis Grizzlies and University of
Memphis basketball games.
From that, Leslie Skelton and Ian
Lemmonds turned their basketball
superfandom into a business – Hoop
City Memphis.
The just-ended Grizzlies playoff
run electrified the team’s fans, and
the principals of Hoop City were
helping fan that flame with shirts
that proclaim things like “Grizz &
Grind,” “I Put On For My City” and
“Taking Care of Grizzness.”
Hoop City uses a local printer to
churn out the designs on its apparel,
and the business’ website has been
attracting interest and sales from
around the country and beyond.
Moreover, the two friends behind
the venture – both of whom work
together for digital studio Mouse
Foundry, specializing in websites, ecommerce and digital strategy – are
ramping up to do more.
“We’re going to spend this
summer coming up with a lot of
new things,” said Skelton, a digital
marketer and Internet strategist who
also works for Sullivan Branding.
“A lot of people have asked us to do
kids’ shirts. People have asked for
hats. Right now, we’re researching
the best quality hat we can print on.
We’re also looking into some other

apparel-related things our fans have
asked us for.
“This was never anything we set
out to make a lot of money off of. It
was just something we did because
we wanted some cool things to wear
to games and events around town.
The interesting thing is we now have
so much traffic from all over the
country and now the world. After
this playoff run, we’ve gotten a lot of
inquiries about international shipping.”
Hoop City also has a big presence
on Twitter and Facebook, so fans can
connect with them there about both
looking for shirts to buy as well as
sharing ideas for new shirts.
Anytime the venture makes its
money back on a shirt, the proceeds
are funneled into designing something new. And ideas for new designs
are, in a sense, crowd-sourced.
Skelton said Hoop City will throw
out several concepts onto Twitter and
Facebook. Once they see something
catch on – pick up a big number of
retweets and Facebook likes – “that’s
when we know we’ve got something.”
“Ian and I are both huge basketball fans, and this started out by just
wanting some fun things to wear to
games,” Skelton said. “So we made
a few shirts and gave a lot of them
away and found out, gosh, we had a
lot of requests. We kind of just started
making them for ourselves and our

friends – and we found out we had a
lot more friends than we knew about.
So we kind of put up a website and it
just grew from there.”
It’s about more than basketball.
The pair of entrepreneurs sees themselves as packaging and shipping a
bit of Memphis culture with each
shirt that goes out.
“For many of our citizens, economic development means what
they see in other cities: strip malls,
chain restaurants, and big-box stores
selling ‘uniqueness’ en masse at
volume discounts,” Lemmonds said.
“But that isn't who we are, and it
shouldn't be how we compare ourselves to other cities. What we are is
blue collar. We are hardworking. We
have to be. We’ve never had it easy,
and our history proves that.”
Both friends also describe Hoop
City as a labor of love.
“We love this city,” Skelton said.
“We love what basketball has done
to unite all kinds of people. I spend a
lot of time in the post offices in and
around Memphis, and I can’t tell you
how many people have on a Grizzlies
shirt or a Tigers hat or some combination of that. It’s so easy to strike up
conversations as I’m waiting in line
and have these awesome conversations with people my path might
never cross again. We just want to
make things that make people feel
proud to be from Memphis.”

www.thememphisnews.com

June 14-20, 2013 11

E D U C AT I O N

real estate & de v elopment

Luttrell: School Finances
Will Continue to Change

Home Sales
Jump 15 Percent
AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

S

helby County Mayor Mark Luttrell won an important
Shelby County Commission vote last week when the
commission approved the $4.38 county property tax
rate he recommended.
The tax rate, with a 30-cent tax rate increase and a 6-cent
tax increase, still faces two more readings. But the proposal
backed by Luttrell and County Commission Chairman Mike
Ritz had eight votes, one more than the seven needed, on
first reading.
But passing the tax rate that creates $20 million in new
funding for the consolidated school system in its first fiscal
year is just the first hurdle of several county government
faces over at least the next three years.
“Our schools are going to cost us more money,” Luttrell
said on the WKNO-TV program “Behind The Headlines.” “We
knew going into this merger with the two school systems
that it was going to cost more money, primarily because $68
million that was there from the city is no longer there.”
But the consideration of how much county government
should fund the school system will change for the second
fiscal year of the merger that starts July 1, 2014. That’s when
Shelby County’s six suburban towns and cities are expected
to try to start their own separate municipal school districts
in a break from the consolidated school district they will be a
part of in the school year that starts Aug. 5.
“We’re going to have a reset of the entire scrutiny of
education budgets,” Luttrell said. “What we’re experiencing
this year, I think we’ll experience next year as well during the
budget season.”
The program, hosted by Eric Barnes, publisher of The
Daily News, can be seen on The Daily News Video site, video.
memphisdailynews.com.
Luttrell didn’t automatically back the general concept of
more county funding for the consolidated school district. He
wanted to see the countywide school board at least give serious thought to the 172 recommendations that the board got
from the transition planning commission (TPC).
“I had a pretty good idea of what they could bring their
budget to,” Luttrell said. “We pushed long and hard for them
to embrace the recommendations or at least modify the
recommendations that were made by the TPC. I found it very
frustrating that they moved at such glacial speed in doing
that.”
But Luttrell ultimately recommended last month a 6-cent

County mayor shares concerns
over school funding on WKNOTV show “Behind the Headlines”
property tax hike as part of his recommendation to create
$20 million in new county funding for the school system.
It’s not the $30 million gap between revenues and
expenses in the school system’s proposed budget, but it is
enough that interim schools superintendent Dorsey Hopson
has said he will likely ask the school board to fund the remaining $10 million, either through using reserves or cutting
some of the lowest priority line items in the budget or a combination of both.
“They are educators. They are the professionals. So I
want to defer to them to a certain extent,” Luttrell said. “I’m
satisfied with the dollar figure they brought forward. In the
years to come, I think that as we get settled into this transition – we know the reality of municipal schools – we ought to
be looking at it again.”
When a schools budget for year two of the merger begins
to come into shape, probably without the six suburban
towns and cities, there will be other considerations.
Hopson has recommended the school board close a
dozen schools in the 2014-2015 school year, which will have
a fiscal impact.
It won’t be until the third year of the merger that there
probably will be more stability in terms of annual funding
the county can expect to come up with for public education. That’s how many years the state gives local leaders to
determine what their annual maintenance of effort is for
the school system – the minimum amount the state requires
county government to provide in education funding or risk
losing the much larger portion of state funding the school
system or systems get. The maintenance of effort amount
changes if enrollment drops.
“We need to use those three years to take a very diligent,
comprehensive look at the school system and what we want
in the future of our school system,” Luttrell said, declining
to speculate about whether the amount ultimately could be
less than the $362 million the county now provides. He said
it is “theoretically possible.”

M

ay home sales jumped 15 percent
from the same month last year, while
the average sales price increased 9
percent. Shelby County netted 1,457 home sales
in May, up from 1,381 sales last May, according
to real estate information company Chandler
Reports, www.chadlerreports.com.
“The Memphis housing market is in a pretty
good place,” said Memphis Area Association of
Realtors president Regina Hubbard.
The total sales volume in May was $197.2
million, up 15 percent from $171 million at the
same point last year. And the average sales price
last month was $135,374, up 9 percent from
$124,005 in May 2012.
Cordova North’s 38016 ZIP code saw the
highest number of sales in May, with 107. Next
was Cordova South’s 38018 ZIP, which recorded
90 sales. Collierville’s 38017 ZIP came in third
with 81. Collierville led the way in total sales
with $22.6 million, while River Oaks’ 38120 ZIP
had the highest average sales price at $482,577.
May’s performance had real estate agents
upbeat about the market.
“It’s about time,” said Allen Green of John
Green & Co. “The sellers are ready to sell and the
buyers are ready to buy.”
The number of existing home sales increased 5 percent, from 1,320 last May to 1,388.
Total sales for May were $180 million, a 15 percent leap from $156 million last year. The average sales price for an existing home in May was
$129,707, up 9 percent from $118,892 last year.
“The most encouraging thing is the values
are starting to come back up a bit, which makes
it easier for sellers to sell,” Green said.
New home sales totaled 69 in May, up from
61 the same month last year. The average sales
price for a new home was $249,361, up from
$234,652 last year. Non-bank sales in May totaled 1,178, up from 1,228 last year, while bank
– or foreclosure – sales dropped to 279 in May,
compared to 368 last year.
Chandler Reports is a division of The Daily
News Publishing Co. Inc.

real estate & de v elopment

MRG Breaks Ground on Schilling Farms Apartments
AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

M

emphis-based Makowsky Ringel
Greenberg LLC is launching a
new apartment community at
Schilling Farms.
MRG broke ground this week on
the $24.6 million project, located inside
Schilling Farms, Boyle Investment Co.’s
443-acre mixed-use development in
Collierville. MRG, one of the city’s largest
developers and managers of apartment
communities, is calling the apartment

community the Signature.
MRG, which has owned the property
since 2008, finally believed market conditions warranted construction. Operating
as Signature Schilling Farms LLC, on June
6 it filed a $24.6 million construction loan
through First Tennessee Bank NA on the
project.
“With the economy in recovery, we
feel like the timing is ideal to bring this
project to market," said Michael Greenberg, CEO of MRG, who signed the construction loan.
The Signature will feature 251 units of
luxury apartments on an 18-acre site on

Winchester Boulevard just west of Schilling Boulevard. The project was designed
by Fleming/Associates/Architects and the
units feature larger-than-average one-,
two- and three-bedroom floor plans.
Apartments are expected to be available for lease in the spring of 2014, and
Greenberg said rental rates haven’t been
determined.
The Signature is the first apartment
community to be built inside Schilling
Farms in 12 years.
“The Signature will be a good addition to Schilling Farms, and fits into our
overall vision of creating an authentic

Collierville community where folks can
live, walk to work or school – all while
enjoying the amenities of the YMCA,” said
Rusty Bloodworth, vice president of Boyle.
Chris Clothier, a partner in Memphis
Invest, which invests in single-family
homes, believes the multi-family market
could struggle while there is still a glut of
cheap homes on the market but said he
believed the new MRG project would be
a hit.
“A brand new project is probably
going to do well,” Clothier said. “It’s in a
great market and I think they’re going to
do great.”
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The Beat Goes On
JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

SRVS uses Eddie Tuduri’s The Rhythmic Arts Project (TRAP) to teach valuable life skills

R

osalyn Jeans slowly tapped out
the syllables in her first name as
she beat the drum in front of her
simultaneously with each syllable.
Shelby Residential and Vocational Services instructor Debbie Maddox smiled
broadly and led the small group gathered
around Jeans in a round of enthusiastic
applause.
The Rhythmic Arts Project, or TRAP,
is a curriculum that uses rhythm to teach
basic life skills and reading, writing and
arithmetic to people with various disabilities of all ages.
Through TRAP, participants build
confidence and independence through
identifying their right and left hands,
reading quarter notes, following patterns
in rhythm and colors and creating their
own patterns using percussion instruments.
“If you don’t see those visual aids, and
you don’t see the numbers or the colors,
and you are just looking at a picture of
people and a lot of drums, the misconception is that it is a drum circle or a
drum program or a music program … but
that’s really not what we do,” explained
Eddie Tuduri, the founder and director of
TRAP, who is in Memphis visiting Shelby
Residential and Vocational Services
(SRVS) to help train TRAP teachers.
Tuduri, a professional drummer who
has played with The Beach Boys, Delaney
Bramlett, Bobby Whitlock, Dobie Gray,
Rick Nelson, Charlie Rich and others, is
motivated by personal experience.
In September 1997, Tuduri was body
surfing in Santa Barbara, Calif., when a
wave slammed him against the ocean
floor, breaking his neck. Physicians at
Saint Francis hospital in Santa Barbara
fused three cervical vertebrae and merged
Tuduri’s neck with four screws and metal
plate.
While temporarily paralyzed and
recovering at The Rehabilitation Insti-

Photo: Lance Murphey

Former Beach Boys drummer Eddie Tuduri works with Chris White as he conducts The Rhythmic Arts Project (TRAP) workshop at
SRVS. Tuduri started the percussion-based organization to help people with disabilities.

tute at Santa Barbara, Tuduri asked for
some drum sticks and other percussion
instruments and began tapping out some
rhythms on the side of his bed.
“I thought, yeah, I’ve still got it,” he
recalled. “I still have soul and rhythm, and
that made me feel good. And then, other
people in the room started joining in.”
Oscar, the ward aid began tapping out
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a beat on the food tray. Edith, a patient
with a spinal cord injury, rolled in and
was given a cowbell. Oscar, who had
recently had a stroke and was recovering from pancreatic cancer, blood clots,
diabetes and a motorcycle accident also
was given a drumstick and a cowbell. And
in that moment, the TARP concept was
born.
“I knew immediately, I had something
really powerful if for nothing else, we felt
alive,” Tuduri said.
During his recovery, Tuduri worked
with recreational, speech, developmental and rehabilitation therapists to help
frame the TRAP curriculum and use
rhythm to improve social integration,
speech and memory, and other intellectual and developmental goals.
The program has been used in California, New York, Tennessee, Nova Scotia,
and in far-flung places like Turkey, Syria,
Ecuador and Bulgaria.
Tuduri still logs onto Facebook daily
to check on the safety of the Jesuit priests
and Catholic nuns who use the TRAP curriculum to teach the disabled on a ranch
in Syria. Despite the daily bombings and
unrest, they still haven’t stopped using the
program.
Irfa Karmali, a behavior analyst and
clinical coordinator at SRVS, is working
on a research project to collect empirical

evidence to show the TRAP curriculum is
effective at teaching the disabled verbal
and motor skills in addition to improving
auditory perception.
She says she’s already seen a huge improvement in SRVS clients who participle
in TRAP. The curriculum helps fill in basic
life skills needed for independent living
and confidence, Karmali said.
SRVS plans to train leaders from
other Mid-South and Memphis nonprofit
organizations who want to implement the
TRAP curriculum.
As the SRVS participants finished
tapping out the syllables in their names,
Tuduri suggested that that the instructor,
Maddox, let the group relax a little and
play their percussion instruments in a
free style stop- and - go fashion for a few
minutes.
“Go!” said Maddox as the group began
pounding on their drums. “Stop! Now, Go!
Josie,” she said, as a participant began
slowly tapping out a solo on her drum. By
the time the circle got to Ed, a gentleman
who is deaf and uses signing to communicate, broad smiles were found all around.
“I see it (the program) having a life of
its own,” Tuduri said.
“I think my part in this is to shepherd
the curriculum. It works because we’ve
spent so many years working on the curriculum.”
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Council Faces Dual Pressures in Financial Crisis
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he Memphis City Council is caught
between hints of a state takeover
of city finances and the possibility
of a lawsuit by most, if not all, of the city’s
municipal labor unions in a fiscal crisis
that is also evolving into a significant
labor dispute.
And Tennessee Comptroller Justin P.
Wilson let City Council Chairman Edmund Ford Jr. know in a letter Wednesday,
June 12, that time is running out to fix
problems he cited in a May report.
“The council should decide the city’s
priorities,” he wrote. “If the council does
not do this, someone else may end up doing this. This budget may well be Memphis’ last clear chance to determine its
own future.”
Wilson’s May report was critical of
the administration of Memphis Mayor
A C Wharton Jr. for its 2010 decision to
restructure the city’s debt, pushing it into
future years.
And he cited concerns about the city’s
liabilities for pension, retirement and
health care benefits of former and current
city employees.
And Wilson said the city would not
be allowed to issue future bond debt or
restructure the debt further unless it spe-

cifically replenished three city accounts
that had been depleted through advances
and transfers to other city accounts.
The report forced Wharton to reset his
April budget proposal.
Even before that, he recommended,
and the council approved in May, the use
of $11 million in city reserves to replenish
the three city accounts cited in Wilson’s
report.
Meanwhile, an ad hoc council committee met for less than an hour Wednesday to see if it could find some common
ground between the administration and
municipal labor union leaders.
The union leaders, in a June 7 letter
to Wharton, indicated they might sue the
city if Wharton’s budget reset plan that
changes employee benefits like longevity
pay, health insurance benefits and paid
leave as well as holiday pay is approved
by the council.
Union leaders take the position that
the terms are a done deal in memorandums of understanding between the city
and the unions.
Wharton proposed the changes in
response to the state comptroller’s report.
Without the changes, Wharton has
proposed a 15-cent property tax increase
above the new recertified city property
tax rate of $3.36. The current city property
tax rate is $3.11.
The 15-cent tax hike would cover a

$10 million increase in the city’s debt payments due in the new fiscal year starting
July 1.
The increase is the result of the 2010
refunding bond restructuring of city debt
mentioned in the state report.
The tax hike would also restore $5
million to the city’s reserves. That would
partially cover $11 million from the reserves the council approved at Wharton’s
request last month to replenish the three
city accounts the comptroller’s office said
had to be replenished.
Wharton proposed the changes in
employee benefits as well as the layoffs
of 300 city employees and the buyout
of another 100 as reductions that would
diminish the amount of the tax hike or
eliminate it entirely.
City Chief Administrative Officer
George Little told council members
Wednesday that union negotiators were
aware earlier this year during contract
talks that the changes were a possibility.
The union leaders argued there is a
critical difference between the changes
being a possibility and becoming the new
terms of a memorandum of understanding.
Union leaders indicated they might be
willing to talk about the terms of a buyout
and ad hoc committee Chairman Harold
Collins moved the discussion of that to
Tuesday, June 18, council committee ses-

sions.
On the other issues, Collins told all
sides he was looking for a simple basis
for further talks mediated by the ad hoc
committee between the administration
and the unions.
“If we can’t, it’s OK,” Collins said at the
outset.
Most council members expressing
opinions on the labor dispute say they
don’t want to see the council get into negotiating new terms for employees.
And some on the council also question whether the full council is bound
to approve a city budget that includes
contract terms approved by a council
impasse committee.
The impasse committees pick between the final offers of each side when
they cannot otherwise reach an agreement on economic issues.
In the current city budget season, a
council impasse committee approved a
4.6 percent pay raise for Memphis police
even though the administration recommended in its original budget proposal
only a 2.3 percent pay raise for all city
employees starting in January, halfway
through the fiscal year that begins July 1.
City Council member Myron Lowery
said he is awaiting legal opinions on the
issue from City Council Attorney Allan
Wade and City Attorney Herman Morris
by Tuesday’s council session.
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Spotlight on Redbirds
As Only Game in Town

DON WADE | Special to The Memphis News

Getting more fans to AutoZone Park priority now that golf tournament, hoops done for season

A

year ago at this time, the Memphis
Redbirds were in the midst of a
season so bad they were already almost 20 games out of first place. It was, as
infielder Ryan Jackson recalled, a “grind.”
This season, the Redbirds have played
much better. But they also have been
waiting for those cherished few weeks
when they are the only game in town. The
Grizzlies captured the city’s imagination
with a “Grit and Grind” playoff run that
stretched to the Western Conference Finals. Then the postseason ended and the
Grizzlies dominated the headlines with
the Lionel Hollins Saga.
And, as always happens for a week in
June, attention fell on the popular FedEx
St. Jude Golf Classic, which this year featured a spirited charge from Phil Mickelson on the last day.
Only now are the Redbirds starting to

spread their wings.
“The spotlight’s on us,” Redbirds
general manager Ben Weiss said less than
24 hours after the Grizzlies announced
they would not be renewing coach Lionel
Hollins’ contract. “The golf tournament is
finished, the Grizzlies are finished, high
school football is a couple months out,
the SEC football craze is still a couple of
months out.
“It’s all us right now, us vs. the
weather.”
Mother Nature seemed to sense it was
game on because on the afternoon Weiss
said this, temperatures were pushing
into the mid-90s. Just another challenge
among many for a minor league baseball
team trying to get its slice of the local
entertainment pie.
“The Grizzlies are a positive and a
negative for us,” said marketing manager

Erin O’Donnell. “Obviously, we’d rather
have those people (at Grizzlies games) at
the ballpark, but getting people Downtown only benefits us. We still really did
well on those nights.”
Said Weiss: “The Grizzlies effect, to be
honest, probably has a bigger effect on
our sponsorship business than our ticket
business.”
Like the Grizzlies, the Redbirds this
season have an improved product. Outfielder Oscar Taveras is one of the top five
prospects in all of baseball and second
baseman Kolten Wong is one of the top
five prospects in the St. Louis Cardinals
organization. Triple-A teams such as the
Redbirds can sometimes be nothing more
than weigh stations for failed veterans
and prospects that have turned into
suspects.
But players such as Taveras, Wong and

pitcher Michael Wacha, who started the
season in Memphis and is now in the rotation for the Cardinals, have a chance to
be St. Louis mainstays. They remind Weiss
of 2009 when current Cardinal fixtures
David Freese, Allen Craig and Jon Jay all
played for the Redbirds.
“Very similar,” Weiss said. “And we’re
trying to stress that.”
Through 64 games this season the
Redbirds were just 32-32, yet were in first
place in the Pacific Coast League’s American Northern Division with a 2.5 game
lead. Wong was batting .319 and Taveras
.311. The latter, especially, is projected as
an offensive player and grabbed Memphis
manager Pop Warner’s attention with an
amazing at-bat earlier this season.
“He hit a changeup that probably
would have bounced in the dirt (had he
not swung) for a home run,” Warner said.

Hollins Move Latest in New Grizzlies Plan
Lionel Hollins repeatedly said
more than he should have. So it is only
fitting that the end of Hollins’ tenure
as coach of the Memphis Grizzlies
was marked by deafening silence from
franchise CEO Jason Levien and then,
finally, a press release saying the franchise was going to “move in a different
direction.”
When you have all the power, you
have the luxury of letting your press
releases speak for you. And so Levien
did just that, his most direct move in the
offseason being to grant Hollins permission to speak with other teams about
their head coaching vacancies: Don’t
call us, call the other guys.
Oddly, Hollins and his most loyal
supporters – a reported 100 or so desperate souls that showed up for a “rally”
at Tom Lee Park – never quite caught on
that this game had been over for a long
time. The game was lost even as Hollins
vainly played on by going on radio stations to make a case for himself.
Coming off a franchise-best 56-win
season and first-ever trip to the Western
Conference Finals, Hollins shouldn’t
have had to make a case for himself,
and wouldn’t have, if he could have been
a little open to change and stopped
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himself from repeatedly taking verbal
jabs at this bosses. But Hollins was too
prideful for that.
Hollins sees the NBA, and his job,
one way. Levien, controlling owner Robert Pera, and the rest of the Grizz front
office see the league, and the cooperative relationship required of the modern
coach, another way. Over time we will
learn if his successor, most likely Grizz
assistant Dave Joerger, was the right
choice.
But Hollins was going to go short
of the Grizzlies earning a parade down
Beale Street. In fact, knowing how stubborn and arrogant Hollins can be, this
seemed a strong possibility from the
day the new management group arrived
in Memphis.
Remember all that talk about a
new, and better, way to operate an NBA
franchise? They were serious, serious
about borrowing a page from baseball’s

“Moneyball” and doing everything
within their power to be smarter on a
budget – including using analytics in a
big way.
The new paradigm is this: Upper
management is > than the coach. So
why give so much power – and money
– to the coach? It’s a player’s league,
so the key decisions are made upstairs
when you decide which players to draft
and acquire and how much to pay them
for how long.
It’s an argument with many merits,
if not also one clear flaw. After almost
every regular season NBA game we
hear the same words from the losing
locker room about how the other team
played harder, the focus just wasn’t
there. Hollins did a great job in getting
the Grizzlies to bring the energy and
focus more times than not, much the
way Hubie Brown did in the team’s first
playoff season.
But small-market teams that do not
draft extremely well always have a much
lower ceiling than large-market teams
because they can’t attract the marquee
free agents.
The Grizzlies have spectacularly
blown some high draft picks, the No. 2
overall selection in 2009 of Hasheem

Thabeet under the direction of thenowner Michael Heisley being one of the
worst picks in any sport ever. Beyond
that, the Grizzlies have only two firstround picks since 2007 (Mike Conley,
4th overall in 2007, and guard Tony
Wroten, 25th overall in 2012) still with
the team.
It is a pattern that must be broken;
unfortunately, the Grizzlies don’t even
have a first-round pick this year. If the
Grizzlies are to reach greater heights, it
will be because they find a way to take
the “Moneyball” formula of the Oakland
A’s and do more with it, to actually build
a sustainable championship contender
without going into the financial prison
that is the NBA luxury tax.
That means taking some calculated
risks, calculated being the key word. In
time, we likely will see that letting Hollins walk was, in fact, one of the smaller
risks.
Don Wade is a native of Kansas City
and a former feature writer for The Kansas City Star and sports reporter for The
Commercial Appeal. His column appears
weekly in The Daily News and The Memphis News. Listen to Wade on “Middays
with Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon
on Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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Wong, Warner said, has been most
impressive with the glove: “Highlight reel
plays.”
This collection of players is certainly
better than last year’s, but even good
players can be made to look bad when
they’re part of a team that’s losing almost
every day.
“Anytime you’re losing a lot of games
nobody’s happy,” infielder Ryan Jackson
said. “Tensions start to flare. It’s just a
better environment now. Everybody reaps
the benefits of winning.”
Weiss says the improved environment
reaches into the front office and back
down onto the field long before game
time.
“Attitudes are a little brighter and tarp
pulls are a little easier at 6 a.m. with a
winning team,” he said.
Now, for a short time, the Redbirds
mostly have the sports stage to themselves. And 13 years after AutoZone Park
opened at Third and Union, that stage is
still the best the minor leagues have to
offer.
“There are a lot of nice parks out there
now, but there’s not a close second to
AutoZone Park,” said long-time Redbirds
broadcaster Steve Selby. “It’s a majorleague experience. When you’re winning
there’s more atmosphere, and when
you’re winning fans tend to remember
that and might come back another time
or two.”

Photo: Lance Murphey

Brock Peterson of the Memphis Redbirds looks to tag out Robbie Grossman of the Oklahoma City Redhawks at AutoZone Park. Now
that the Grizzlies season is over and the FedEx St. Jude Classic golf tournament has wrapped, the Redbirds are hoping for bigger
crowds as the only game in town.
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‘Lean and Mean’
Memphis architecture industry emerging from depths of recession
AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

A

rchitectural firms that were
thrown into a deep, dark hole
following the Great Recession are
finally starting to see light again.
The only worry is that the light
at the end of the tunnel is another
recession-driven train, threatening to
again pummel the architectural community.
“I wouldn’t say that boom times are
around the corner,” said Kirk Bobo of Hnedak Bobo Group Inc. “But there are good
things happening out there if you know
where to look.”
Local architects say they believe the
industry – and the broader economy ar-

chitecture firms rely on – is getting back on
track after being changed in fundamental
ways.
“I’ve seen more of an increase in terms
of marketing opportunities,” said Jimmie
Tucker, co-owner of Self-Tucker Architects.
“At one point there wasn’t much going
on in the engineering and construction
businesses. It’s changed now and it’s very
competitive for the projects we’re chasing.
It seems like everybody is chasing after the
same big projects.”
Tucker’s firm weathered the recession
without major layoffs or filing for bankruptcy by relying on relationships he and
partner Juan Self built during 18 years in
the business.
“We survived the downturn and didn’t
have to file bankruptcy or do many layoffs,” Tucker said. “We had to make some

maps

screensoftheDixonHughesblue.Locationsthatneed

pay cuts but the firm stayed intact.”
Architectural nerves remain on edge.
After eight straight months of revenue
gains at architect firms, revenues dipped
in April, according to the American Institute of Architects. However, AIA also said
there is an “expectation is for a resumption
of revenue growth in the coming months.”
Those are comforting words for an
industry that was nearly leveled during the
recession and its aftermath. In 2011, the
chief economist for AIA said architecture
firms had lost 25 percent of their employees since the construction downturn
started in summer 2008.
However, there is now more of an interest in building, Bobo said.
“There’s clearly a whole lot of interest
in investors and lenders and developers
in projects,” Bobo said. “The challenge is

the investors and lenders have a lot more
scrutiny on what they’re involved with.”
Bobo, whose company was forced to
layoff 17 percent of its staff in 2010, said
his firm has developed several methods to
rely on in this difficult environment.
For one, he wants employees to think
early on about cost and feasibility.
“We have our entire staff work to
understand more about what makes for
successful projects,” Bobo said. “Budgets
are a very high level of concern. It’s not
just about design. It’s about all these other
things.”
Bobo expects a growing demand for
multifamily developments, senior living
facilities, higher education buildings and
health care to help drive the industry.
Joey Hagan, principal with Architecture Inc. said the recession dramatically
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Intern Brent Clayton, from left, with architects Valentina Shands-Puppione, David Schuermann and Joey Hagan look over blueprints
at Architecture Inc., one of the local firms that has weathered the storm thanks to adapting to the new economy.

changed the industry.
“The whole face of our profession
changed,” said Hagan. “We got lean and
mean and we all became able to do more

with less. Back in the good old days the future was so bright you had to wear shades
and now you have to wear binoculars.”
One way Architecture Inc. kept its

Serving clients in the
construction and
design industry

head above the financial waves whipping
through his industry was in government
projects.
HOPE VI was designed to reinvigorate

America’s worst public housing units. In
Memphis, Architecture Inc. worked on
University Place, formerly Lamar Terrace,
and Legends Park, formerly Dixie Homes.
The firm is starting a HOPE VI project in
Durham, N.C.
“The bulk of our work now is HOPE VI
construction,” Hagan said. “It’s not a place
I would have seen our firm 10 years ago.”
Frank Ricks, president and CEO of LRK
Inc., said his firm is still private sector driven, but things have changed. In 2010, the
former incarnation of Ricks’ firm, Looney
Ricks Kiss, filed for reorganization under
Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Within months the
bankruptcy proceedings were finished and
LRK emerged better suited for the changed
economy.
“For the most pat we’re still doing the
types of projects we were doing before the
recession,” Ricks said. “What’s changed is
there are less of them.
“We are seeing an increase in the opportunities for community planning to
mixed-used projects, but they’re still fewer
and further between.”
Ricks said his Memphis-based firm,
which has offices in Orlando, Fla., Baton
Rouge, La., and Princeton, N.J., is up to
around 70 employees. Ricks said having
offices in multiple cities provided the firm
with work it couldn’t get here in Memphis.
“Because of our Princeton office we
were selected by New Jersey Transit to do
transit-oriented development planning,”
Ricks said.
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The Modern
Workplace
Anthropology is the study of
humankind. Among other things, anthropologists try to figure out how groups of people
have worked together throughout history
in ways to increase the odds the group will
survive and prosper.
So, these folks go around digging up
bones, artifacts and finding whatever they
can to increase their understanding of how
people lived and interacted with each other
throughout history. By the way, no reasonably competent anthropologist would eat
an entire box of
chicken without
being fully aware
of the existence,
or non-existence,
of bones. You
probably won’t
see many anchris cRouch
SMART STUFF thropologists on
4 WORK those seemingly
never-ending
chicken dinner TV commercials.
Anyhow, I have been looking into such
matters in preparation for a course I am
developing and I have come to the conclusion that as business professionals, we might
need to pay attention to the things anthropologists have discovered.
Anthropologists believe humankind
began around 200,000 years ago. That is
generally thought of as the point in time that
anatomically modern humans emerged from
whatever they were before that. In other
words, the development of their physical bodies, including their brain and nervous system,
was far enough along at that point to classify
them as Homo sapiens, or modern humans.
Researchers also know that humans lived
solely as hunter-gatherers for about 190,000
years. Then about 10,000 years ago farming/agriculture was invented in the Fertile
Crescent and life for humans would never be
the same. Do the math. That means that for
95 percent of humankind we lived a certain
way – and then many of us started living a
totally different way. Our basic design and
mental programming hasn't changed much
in 200,000 years, but our way of life has been
altered for the last 5 percent of our existence.
Furthermore, anthropologists discovered
that the core social values for hunter-gatherer groups were: personal freedom, sharing and equality. The emergence of farming
totally upset these long-standing core values
by fostering longer working hours, private
property ownership, the need to protect
property, class differences, greed, status
consciousness, competition and so forth
and so on. And then farmers needed farming
equipment, furniture and similar things that
kicked off the Industrial Revolution about 250
years ago. The Industrial Revolution, in turn,
kicked off an era of harsh working conditions
and an increased need for total obedience
among the workers in an organization.
Granted, many good things came from
farming and the Industrial Revolution. However, these events created a huge mismatch
between our long-standing mental and physical design and our environment. In America,
it appears that the pendulum is starting to
swing back in the other direction away from
command-and-control leadership to leadership principles based on core values similar
to hunter-gatherer groups.
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Self-Tucker Focused on Designs to Inspire
michael waddell | The Memphis News

S

elf-Tucker Architects wants to lift
the aspirations of the community
through great architecture and
design.
The firm is currently involved with
a variety of high-profile projects across
the area, including the National Civil
Rights Museum and the new ground
transportation center at Memphis International Airport, and past work includes
the Stax Museum, Stax Music Academy
and the FedExForum.
“Good architecture can reflect the
current human condition, and great
architecture can lift us towards our
aspirations, so we are always striving to
create great architecture to help lift us
up,” said managing partner Juan Self.
“Architecture is one of the most exciting
fields to be in because we get to learn
about other professions and how the
facilities they work, live in and play in
can enhance their experience.”
Self moved to Memphis from
Washington in 1989 to open an office
for McKissack and McKissack, and
co-partner Jimmie Tucker returned to
Memphis in the mid-1990s after attending school in St. Louis and then working
as a registered architect in New York.
The pair met in 1994 and decided to
open their own firm.
“Rather than have two competing
firms, we decided to form a partnership,” Tucker said.
Self has a strong interest in ecclesiastical architecture and cultural projects
like museums and libraries, and he is
the only person to work on all three major design projects at the National Civil
Rights Museum over the past 20 years.
Construction began last October
on the most recent renovations, which
include the addition of a proper archive
area for curating exhibits. The $7.5
million phase should be completed by
October, followed by a $7.5 million updating and revamping of the museum’s

Photo: Lance Murphey

Juan Self, left, and Jimmie Tucker, principals at Self-Tucker Architects, are associate architects for the Memphis Bioworks Foundation Specialized Laboratory.

exhibits, with a projected completion
date in the first quarter of 2014.
“It is going to be a very moving
experience and also a more interactive
experience,” Self said.
The renovated museum will be associated with the Memphis Heritage Trail,
a project in the planning stages now.
“That project will be important in
attracting tourists to our city and from
an economic development perspective,” Tucker said.
Tucker is also excited about the
upcoming opening of the South Memphis Farmers Market at the end of this
month.
“It’s going to have a big impact,” he
said. “That area is considered to be a
food desert since there is a real lack of
fresh fruits and vegetables and nutritious food options. I’m from South
Memphis and I grew up in that area
during its heyday, so I’ve seen the area
when it was more vibrant in years past
and it’s great to see its resurgence. It’s
what gets me excited about being an ar-

chitect – to see projects take place that
have a very positive impact and begin
to revitalize areas that have maybe been
on hard times.”
Self-Tucker is also the design architect for one section of the new bike
trail and boardwalk that will run across
the Harahan Bridge and connect Main
Street in Downtown Memphis to the
Main Street West Memphis trail. SelfTucker is responsible for the fourth segment, which is budgeted at $20 million
and measures slightly more than a mile.
“We see that project as one that will
have a lot of importance for the city of
Memphis going forward in creating an
even more vibrant riverfront,” Tucker
said.
The firm is also the architect of
record on the new $100 million sevenlevel ground transportation center at
Memphis International Airport, which
opened for business in March.
For the full story, visit www.memphisdailynews.com.
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Engineers Surviving by Shifting to Market Needs
AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

Traveling to other cities, taking on different projects keep local engineering firms afloat

E

ngineering firms are still dealing
with an up-and-down economy,
one that seems to fly high at times
and another that slows almost to a halt.
“We’re a long way from where we were
when the recession hit and I don’t know
if we’ll ever get back there,” said Scott
Barry, president of SSR Ellers Inc. “It’s not
back to where it was before the economic
crash. It seems like we’re bouncing around
the bottom.”
Barry said it is critical for firms to
quickly identify areas in need, and that
companies that survived the recession
adapted to new market demands.
“You try to shift to where the market
is,” he said.
“Perhaps there aren’t a lot of office
buildings, so you look at industrial. You
look for where people need services and
try to provide those services.”
Michael Pohlman, president and CEO
of the Pickering Firm Inc., said his company was able to survive the recession’s
choppy financial waters because of good
planning, although the business hasn’t
grown as much as he liked.

“It stunted our growth,” Pohlman
said. “I think we had a good game plan in
a strong economy in good markets and I
think our plan was verified.
“We have been able to maintain staffing levels. We kept all our good people
and we’ve still been able to get a return to
our investors.”
What frustrates Pohlman and other
business leaders is the sluggishness of the
economic recovery, which has lingered
long after the so-called “Great Recession”
ended four years ago, according to the
National Bureau of Economic Research.
“It frustrates me to not grow the company more, but when you look around
at the turmoil the other companies went
through, and you wish for them, but we’re
ready for the next jump in the economy,”
Pohlman said.
Pohlman also said his company was
taking on more work outside of Memphis,
with potential projects in California and
Texas.
“We’re having to travel more,” he said.
Barry said he believes the economy
won’t reach pre-recession levels and that

“

You try to shift to where
the market is. Perhaps
there aren’t a lot of office
buildings, so you look at
industrial. You look for
where people need services
and try to provide those
services.”
– Scott Barry

President, SSR Ellers Inc.

firms should plan for an overall weaker
economy.
“It’s the new normal and you have to
learn to play in this new environment and
that is what we’re trying to do,” Barry said.
Pohlman said one key to keeping the

local engineering sector driving is the
continued recruitment of new businesses
to Memphis and Shelby County.
“We have to recruit and bring in
people and bring jobs, and Memphis has
been pretty good at it,” he said.
James Collins, senior vice president
at Kimley-Horn and Associates Inc., said
much of his business was fundamentally
changed by the recession.
“We are absolutely doing things differently than we were in 2007, absolutely we
are,” said Collins, who noted the recession caused him to correct course and
search for business opportunities outside
of the private sector.
Kimley-Horn began working on
municipal, state and federal government projects and working in the energy
industry.
“Probably the biggest change for us
at that time was the change in clients,”
Collins said.
“Private sector work came to a stop at
the time. So we changed our focus to different sectors, looking for other opportunities where we might work.”

LaniganAlliedVanlines.com
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New U of M Engineering Dean Targets Growth
MICHAEL WADDELL | The Memphis News

Sweigard joins Herff College of Engineering after serving as associate dean at Kentucky

D

r. Richard Sweigard, who took the
helm on June 1 as the new dean
of the Herff College of Engineering at the University of Memphis, believes
strongly in the importance and value of
engineering education.
“I think any college of engineering that
is doing a good job will have a positive
impact on the quality of life for the entire
region, through the development of new
technologies, the potential jobs created
from those technologies, and also the
students we educate and the opportunities created for them,” he said. “Engineers
have a tremendous opportunity to impact
the state and the region for good. We
make life safer and make the environment cleaner through the technologies we

“

Before I became associate
dean at Kentucky, there had
been a decline in enrollment
over a 10- to 12-year period
of time. With a recruiting
plan and a merit scholarship
program that we put in
place, we were able to
increase the undergraduate
enrollment in the College of
Engineering by more than
60 percent over a five-year
span.”
– Dr. Richard Sweigard

Dean, Herff College of Engineering

develop.”
Sweigard hopes to see more new
technologies developed through research
conducted at the university.
“I believe to increase the amount and
quality of research, we need to be able to
bring in new faculty, and to do that we
really have to grow the college through additional enrollment and additional funding, both private and state,” he said.
Sweigard spent the past 25 years in
various positions at the University of Kentucky, most recently serving as the associate dean of engineering for administration
and academic affairs since 2007. He also
worked as an associate professor or professor there since 1988 and served as chair
of the Department of Mining Engineering
for 14 years.
For the past five or six years, one of
his primary areas of focus was enrollment management in the UK College of
Engineering.

sweigard
“Before I became associate dean at
Kentucky, there had been a decline in
enrollment over a 10- to 12-year period of
time,” Sweigard said. “With a recruiting
plan and a merit scholarship program that
we put in place, we were able to increase
the undergraduate enrollment in the
College of Engineering by more than 60
percent over a five-year span.”
He plans to implement some of the
same scholarship and recruiting programs

at the U of M that
proved successful
at Kentucky.
“I want to see
this college grow,
and it starts with
undergraduate enrollment. That will
be the first priority
that I focus on,”
Sweigard said.
Enrollment at
Herff College of
Engineering has
grown gradually over the past
several years, with
last fall semester’s
total enrollment
hitting 1,100
students (950
undergraduates
and 150 graduate
students). The college employs 45
full-time faculty
members.
Six undergraduate degrees with
accompanying
master’s degrees
are offered in five
departments:
biomedical
engineering, civil
engineering, electrical/computer engineering, mechanical
engineering, and engineering technology.
Sweigard is spending time in only his
second week on the job getting acquainted with the school’s summer bridge programs, which are geared toward middle
and high school students to create interest
in engineering technology. When he first
examined the position available in Memphis, he immediately saw it as a good fit.
“It seemed like a college with a great

history and a lot of opportunity for
growth,” said Sweigard, a native of Dover,
Pa.
Still, the decision to leave Kentucky
was not easy.
“It was difficult simply because I had
put down roots in the region,” said Sweigard, who along with his wife of nearly 40
years, Nena, moved away from their two
married daughters and grandchildren.
“Personally it was difficult to leave behind
family ties. But it is only a six-hour drive
from here, so I’m sure my wife and I will
be making that trip pretty frequently to
spend time with our kids and grandkids.”
Sweigard succeeded interim dean Dr.
Eugene Eckstein at Herff College, as well
as former dean Dr. Richard Warder, who
retired last summer.
Prior to working at Kentucky, Sweigard
also taught at Southern Illinois University
in Carbondale and Pennsylvania State
University. He holds a B.S. in civil engineering from Drexel University, an M.A.
in geology from Penn State, and a Ph.D. in
mining engineering, also from Penn State.
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Strategic Science

jennifer johnson backer | The Memphis News

Robotics competition makes technology, engineering priority for high school students

O

n a recent Wednesday afternoon,
Memphis high school students
guided Frisbee-flinging robots
around a large room at Medtronic Spine’s
headquarters. The robots were built to
compete in FIRST Robotics – For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology – an international high school
robotics competition designed to inspire
and expose young people to careers in science, technology, engineering and math.
Medtronic Spine sponsored and
provided engineer mentors to teams from
Horn Lake, St. Mary’s Episcopal, Craigmont and Hamilton high schools.
Demario Green, a sophomore at
Craigmont, was at a fall festival when he
spotted students showcasing a basketballthrowing robot.
“I was really interested in it because I
love designing,” he said.
The robot inspired Green to join the
FIRST Robotics team at Craigmont. At first,
he said the team’s lure was the competition. But as the team worked on its robot
and traveled to competitions, Green said
his perspective changed.
“The competition isn’t really what this

is all about … ,” he said. “It’s actually about
strategy and getting to know your teammates.”
Each year, teams of high school students work with professional engineers
and adult mentors to build a robot in a
six-week timeframe using a standard parts
kit and a common set of rules.
The robots compete in games designed by a committee of engineers and
professionals. Teams compete in regional
competitions that culminate in an international FIRST Robotics Championship that
brings together more than 10,000 students
from around the world. This year’s FIRST
Robotics competition challenge was Ultimate Ascent, where matches were played
between two alliances of three teams each.
The alliances competed by trying to score
as many discs into their goals as possible during timed matches. The matches
included robots attempting to climb pyramids located in the middle of the field.
“We had a defensive robot and a
climber,” Green explained. “There was one
robot that got all the way to the top, and I
was just amazed. I was a little interested in
engineering before, but now I have a big

interest because of robotics.”
Eric Epperson, senior PR director for
Medtronic Spine, said the competition is a
fun way to get young people interested in
engineering and math at an early age.
“They also get to see a practical application of those skills, and through their
experience with their Medtronic mentors
they get a little more familiar with our
business,” he said. “In addition to the dollars needed to build these robots, this is
really about engineering and teamwork.”
Epperson said Medtronic supports
programs like FIRST Robotics to help
ensure a continuous pipeline of Mid-South
innovators and to encourage a future generation of scientists and engineers.
Volunteer engineering mentors like
Matt Samuels, a quality technician at
Medtronic Spine, help students troubleshoot challenges and provide guidance
throughout the robot-building process.
Samuels, who volunteered as a mentor to
students at Horn Lake, said it was fun to
see the students build functional robots
from start to finish.
“We are really just there to help the
kids if they get stuck somewhere in the

process,” he said. “I helped a little with the
technical and mechanical side of it, but
they really did most of the work.”
Samuels traveled to St. Louis with the
Horn Lake team to compete in the regional
competition.
“It was just wild,” he said. “To actually see the kids put in the time and have
something that works in the end, it was
really cool.”
Horn Lake senior Pamela Ponce said
she initially joined the robotics team her
junior year because she was concerned
about not being involved in enough
extracurricular activities for college applications. She said a friend who was then
a junior at the University of Mississippi
suggested the robotics team.
“It was really because of the people
that I stuck with it, but gradually I became more interested in the engineering
process,” she said. “You have to be really
flexible and adapt to many different ideas.
Then there is also the stress that is produced by the limited time to build a robot,
the technical configuration and even just
the math needed to figure out what you
are going to do.”
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Hattiloo Another Step in Square Comeback
Archimania is architect for black repertory theater company’s 10,600-square-foot facility
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he latest milestone in the comeback of Overton Square came the
weekend of the Tony Awards in
New York City with the groundbreaking
for the new Hattiloo Theater.
For Ekundayo Bandele, the founder
of the black repertory theater company
who named it for his two daughters, the
groundbreaking on what is now a parking
lot fronting on Cooper Street represented
a milestone for theater in Memphis.
“We’re not breaking ground on a
building. We are breaking ground on a
pulpit. That is what the arts is. Arts speaks
from the soul,” Bandele said to a crowd
of about 100. “We are going to speak from
the soul and tell the American experience.”
Bandele formed what is only the sixth
freestanding black repertory company
in America six years ago in a Marshall
Avenue storefront that at times didn’t
have air conditioning and only had one
restroom, sometimes leading to half-hour
intermissions.

The new Hattiloo, scheduled to open
its first show in about a year, will feature
two stages for large and smaller shows
and a total space of 10,600 square feet.
The capital campaign has a goal of $4
million – $2.8 million for construction of
the building, $700,000 for operations and
marketing, and another $500,000 to start
an endowment.
“We’re about to begin construction on
a project for which we borrowed not one
red cent,” said J.W. Gibson, a principal donor and chairman of the capital campaign
committee.
Gibson noted that 90 percent of the
$4 million goal has been raised since the
September kickoff.
Archimania is the project’s architect.
The Memphis architecture firm is working
with theater consultant Jack Hagler of
Dallas-based Schuler Shook and David
Bradford of SSR/Ellers on the building
systems side, and with Dan Barzel of AutoZone Corp. as the independent project
manager.
Grinder, Taber & Grinder Inc. is the
general contractor.
The goal and the move by Hattiloo
to Overton Square were planned as the

vision of the
redevelopment
of the area
moved from
an anchor of a
supermarket
to a theater
district.
Hattiloo
will be the
fourth theater
on both sides
of Cooper
between Union
and Madison avenues,
including Playhouse on the
Square, Circuit
Theater and
TheatreWorks.
For BanPhoto: Bill Dries
dele, it is a
Groundbreaking was held recently for the Hattiloo Theater in Overton
theater district Square. The 6-year-old black repertory theater company expects to
open its first production in about a year.
that is more
complete than
“But we are a chapter. We are part of
most in its range of works.
this wonderful and brilliant country. …
“Before Hattiloo, the black experience
We have to tell the entire story.”
was just a footnote,” he said.
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JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

A

s Deidra Stephens Clark’s
due date approached, she
made a straightforward
birth plan that included a
vaginal birth, an epidural
for pain relief and her desire to breastfeed immediately after birth.
But as Clark, 33, neared her 41st week
of pregnancy, her obstetrician told her
she would need to be induced to prevent
complications.
While some physicians allow patients
to go two weeks after their estimated due
date, the medical definition of a post-term
pregnancy, others opt to
induce earlier. A full-term
pregnancy lasts 40 weeks,
but babies born after 42
weeks can be at risk for complications.
Last February, Clark was
induced with synthetic oxytocin, a medication widely
used in U.S. hospitals to
induce and manage labor. By
late in the day, she still hadn’t
progressed and delivered
her first child, a daughter, by
cesarean section.
“I believe that my obstetrician was acting in my and
the baby’s best interest,” she
said. “(But) I wish I had been
more assertive in waiting at least another
week for induction.”
Clark is part of a soaring number of
first-time, low-risk mothers delivering
their first babies by C-section both in
Memphis and across the nation. From
1998 to 2008, U.S. cesarean delivery rates
climbed by 50 percent, gaining from 22
percent to 33 percent of all births in just a
decade, data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the National
Center for Health Statistics show.
In Tennessee, the cesarean rate for the
69 hospitals that delivered babies in 2011
averaged 34.3 percent, up 4.3 percent from
32.9 percent in 2006, according to data
from the Tennessee Department of Health.
C-section rates have continued to rise
for every type of woman regardless of race,
ethnicity, age, weight or the gestational
age of the pregnancy, according to a white
paper authored in 2011 by researchers
from the California Maternal Quality Care
Collaborative. CMQCC researchers also
found cesarean rates vary widely between
geographic regions, cities, hospitals and
providers for reasons that go beyond payment contracts and liability laws, suggesting that cultural factors and labor management practices play a key role.
The total cesarean rate at The Regional
Medical Center at Memphis was 31.6 percent in 2011, while Saint Francis HospitalBartlett averaged 41.3 percent, Methodist
Le Bonheur Germantown Hospital was
41.1 percent and Baptist Memorial Hospital for Women was 39.4 percent, according
to the Tennessee Department of Health.
Memphis-area obstetricians and gynecologists said the C-section rate includes
women who are more likely to need cesareans, including mothers who have had

BIRTHRIGHTS

prior cesareans, those who are delivering
multiples, and babies who are feet-first at
term – also known as breech babies.
As cesarean sections continue to climb
in the U.S., there is growing concern that
many C-sections have greater risks and
complications than vaginal birth, without
any clear benefits for the mother or the
baby.
“… Because major complications are
rare with a first (cesarean) birth, the risks
of primary cesarean are not visible to practicing obstetricians,” CMQCC researchers
wrote. “However, repeat cesareans, in par-

“I bled constantly from the incision site
because the glue came loose,” Stephens
Clark said. “I couldn’t do anything, including lean over to get my daughter out of her
bassinet. If I hadn’t had the support of my
husband and family, I think my maternity
leave would have been much more difficult and less enjoyable.”
Memphis obstetricians and gynecologists interviewed say the reasons for
soaring cesarean rates are complex and
multifaceted – but the need to practice
defensive medicine because of legal concerns overwhelmingly topped the list.

Rise of C-sections has mothers,
hospitals examining
delivery processes

ticular, carry significant risks and complications that are not well appreciated by
either obstetricians or the public.”
According to the Joint Commission,
the accrediting body for more than 19,000
health care organizations, there is no data
that higher cesarean rates improve any
outcomes. Hospitals with cesarean rates of
15 to 20 percent have infant and maternal
outcomes that are as good, and often better than those with much higher rates.
“C-sections are incredibly safe, however, if you compare them to a vaginal
delivery, they are a little bit higher risk,”
said Dr. Mel Blackett, an obstetrician and
gynecologist affiliated with Baptist Memorial Hospital for Women in Memphis.
“When you have things that are very safe,
people tend to minimize the risk.”
Besides short-term risks like obstetric
hemorrhaging and infections, cesareans
– especially repeat cesareans – can have
significant long-term consequences for
women’s reproductive health, including
fertility issues and complications in future
pregnancies. Experts also say C-sections
can have a negative impact on women’s
satisfaction and feelings about maternalinfant contact at birth and their success
with breastfeeding. After Stephens Clark
delivered her daughter by cesarean last
February, she didn’t hold her daughter
until four hours after birth.
“Everything happened so quickly,” she
said. “She was out before I really had time
to register, and it never even occurred to
me to ask for her in the operating room to
take with me to recovery. I saw her briefly
when my husband held her next to me,
touched her briefly, and she was off to the
nursery.”
Her recovery also was difficult.

CMQCC found that rising cesarean
delivery rates can mostly be attributed to
two factors: a decline in vaginal births after
a prior cesarean and a gain in the number
of first-birth cesareans done during labor.
While most medical experts agree that the
vast majority of women can safely attempt a vaginal birth after a cesarean, local
doctors said medical malpractice carriers
strongly discourage the practice.
“It’s a self-perpetuating problem, and
that’s a real problem,” said Dr. Aric Giddens, a partner and physician with the
Memphis Obstetrics and Gynecological
Association. “The pendulum – and I’ve
been in practice over 18 years – has kind of
swung back and forth over the years, but
it’s as far on the conservative side as it has
ever been.”
Blackett says there is a less than 1
percent risk that a woman who delivers vaginally after a C-section could face
severe complications if the prior incision
reopens in labor. About one third of those
cases also can have fetal damage, he said.
“But, it’s enough to make people pause
and ask, ‘Do I want to have that risk?’ ”
Blackett said. “If you happen to have that
one-third of 1 percent – it’s a real disaster.”
Doctors also attribute rising cesarean
rates to increased use of technology like
continuous fetal monitoring, physician
and staff practice patterns, older mothers, more multiple births, the removal
of pressure not to perform a cesarean,
more obese and hypertensive mothers,
and economic and time constraints. But
overwhelmingly, they say the medical legal
climate adds to the pressure.
“It’s not just a doctor phenomenon,
it’s a hospital, nurse, system phenomena,
too,” Giddens said. “They have similar

pressures on them legally. And I think all
of those things add up to bumping up the
cesarean rate.”
Several studies have found that 90 percent of the variation in cesarean rates done
in the course of labor can be accounted for
by two medical indications: failure to progress and fetal intolerance to contractions.
Both are largely situations where doctors
have to make subjective judgment calls.
“There is no well-defined moment
where it’s going to be too early or too late,”
Blackett said.
While the reasons for soaring Csections are complex, there
are growing efforts to bring
down the cesarean rates for
low-risk, first-time mothers
with a baby in a head down
position at the time of birth.
Citing concerns that
cesareans do not improve
infant or maternal outcomes, The Joint Commission will begin requiring
accredited hospitals that
deliver at least 1,100 babies
or more per year to begin reporting on a set of measures
known as the perinatal core:
decreasing the early elective
birth rate before 39 weeks,
Photo: Shutterstock
decreasing the cesarean rate
in first-time mothers with a single baby
who is head down at term, increasing the
use of steroids for babies who are born
pre-term, reducing acquired bloodstream
infections in newborns and increasing
the exclusive breast-feeding rates during
hospitalization.
Celeste Milton, associated project director in the Center for Performance Measurement in the Division of Healthcare
Quality Evaluation at The Joint Commission, says the new data will allow hospitals
to establish a baseline and compare how
they are doing relative to other facilities.
“We are really trying to get hospitals to
understand what their baselines are, and
what kind of performance improvement
efforts they might undertake to improve,”
she said. What we are looking for in terms
of improvement would be a lower rate, but
we aren’t setting any specific benchmark.”
Most Memphis hospitals have established policies that discourage or ban
elective inductions before 39 weeks. Dr.
Arthur Townsend, an obstetrician hospitalist at Methodist Le Bonheur Germantown
Hospital, says the hospital holds meetings
to discuss cesarean data each month and
provides physicians how their rate compares to that of their peers.
Townsend says Methodist Le Bonheur
also provides physicians with educational
materials designed to increase awareness
and education of physician practice patterns that might increase their cesarean
rates with no added benefit to patients.
“At the end of the day, the mother and
babies’ health is the primary concern,” he
said. “We want to decrease or eliminate
those practice patterns that don’t provide
any benefit to mothers and babies and
increase risk.”
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MAA: Merger
Means Modest
Job Growth
For Memphis

R E A L E S TAT E & D E V E L O P M E N T

Rightful Owner
Brad Martin again takes control of East Memphis property Oaksedge

AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

Company now second-largest REIT in
nation after merger

M

AA expects modest job
growth in Memphis from
its merger with Colonial
Properties Trust and believes its current headquarters can absorb any
new employees that may arrive.
“We think there will be some job
growth here I suspect by putting the
combined corporate headquarters
for the new company here but I
would expect most of that would be
lower-level management or clerical in
nature,” said Eric Bolton, MAA CEO.
Bolton will serve as CEO and
chairman of the board of the new
company.
Most of MAA’s roughly 1,300
employees are based in the field and
not Memphis. Bolton said job growth
would be minimal because mergers
seek to eliminate redundancies. Colonial has around 900 companies.
“One of the things you hope to
accomplish when you put two very
similar companies together like this
is there are some efficiencies to be
gained and duplications of cost that
you hope to eliminate and create
a better margin for the company,”
Bolton said.
The combination of Birmingham,
Ala.-based Colonial and Memphisbased MAA will create the secondlargest multifamily real estate investment trust in the country, including
85,000 units in 285 properties, including big markets like Atlanta, Houston
and Orlando, Fla.
The combined company would
have a total market capitalization of
$8.6 billion.
The merger, which is expected to
be finalized in the third quarter, led
to questions about whether Memphis
would see an increase in higher-paying jobs and whether the new company would need more office space,
but Bolton doesn’t expect either to
happen. MAA owns its corporate
headquarters at 6584 Poplar Ave. in
East Memphis.
“I think we’ll add a few positions
here but it won’t be huge,” Bolton
said.
“What growth we expect at the
corporate staffing level we’ll probably
be able to accommodate it at this
building and don’t anticipate needing
to do anything outside this building
at the time being.”
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Rawleigh Martin and his father, Brad Martin (not pictured), of RBM Cherry Road Partners recently repurchased
Oaksedge, a 125,000-square-foot office campus at 1023 Cherry Road.

AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

E

ver since he was a child, Brad
Martin, chairman of private
investment firm RBM Venture Co.
and retired chairman and CEO of Saks
Inc., was attracted to the large wooded
property at 1023 Cherry Road near Park
Avenue in East Memphis.
“It was the boyhood home of my
friend Ned Cook, an extraordinary
entrepreneur and civic leader in Memphis,” said Martin, who also recently
was tapped as interim University of
Memphis president. “Each of the subsequent owners, the Butlers, Promus and
Harrah’s, nurtured this special place
and used it wisely. We have maintained
that standard for the last 14 years, and
our family is committed to continuing
to do so.”
The Martins – through the entity
RBM Cherry Road Partners – bought the
25-acre property, called Oaksedge, in
1999 from Harrah’s. After later selling it,
RBM Cherry Road in January reacquired
the office buildings and six acres for $4
million.
It returns stability to a property that
had hit financial straits in the past 10
years.
TIC Cherry Road Investors LLC – a
division of Greenville, S.C.-based TIC
Properties – bought the two office properties and six acres for $18.46 million
from RBM Cherry Road in 2003. Following TIC Properties’ acquisition, the

company sold 25 tenant-in-common
shares of varying ownership percentages and prices to a host of entities.
But then trouble surfaced.
Harrah’s Entertainment vacated the
Cherry Road buildings and a Ridge Lake
Boulevard call center in 2006 when it
bought a 285,000-square-foot building
in Goodlett Farms.
And in 2009 the property’s ownership group defaulted on a $14 million
loan through KeyBank NA dated March
12, 2004.
A single-purpose entity called
MLMT 2004-MKB1 1023 Cherry Road
LLC, which was related to the lender
KeyBank, bought the embattled office
property for $6.4 million during a substitute trustee’s sale Oct. 26, 2009, on
the steps of the Shelby County Courthouse.
The lender owned the property until
RBM Cherry Road Partners bought it in
January for a fraction of what it had sold
for just a decade earlier.
“Our group is very excited to have
been able to purchase the office buildings this year,” said Rawleigh Martin,
vice president of RBM Venture and Brad
Martin’s son. “They are currently for
lease and are being shown to single users as well as multi-tenant prospects.”
The compound includes two office
buildings that sit on six acres and total
nearly 131,000 square feet.

One is a three-story building
designed by architect Francis Mah.
It is being marketed to 40,000- to
60,000-square-foot single tenants. The
second building, designed by Hnedak
Bobo Group, is being marketed to
5,000- to 55,000-square-foot multitenant companies.
The Martin family has always owned
19 acres and the residence on the property, using it for their family offices.
Harrah’s previously had a lease on
both buildings but that has expired,
making both buildings 100 percent
available. Rawleigh Martin said returning the property to RBM Cherry Road
will pay dividends.
“Returning the entire 25-acre campus to a single ownership group gives
us the flexibility we need to work with
any future tenants’ unique needs at the
Oaksedge Office Campus,” he said.
Ron Kastner, senior vice president
of brokerage service at CB Richard Ellis
Memphis LLC, which is the broker for
the property, said the wooded campus
makes the East Memphis office campus
a special place.
“The natural setting of this 26-acre
campus is like no other I have ever seen
in Memphis or anywhere else,” Kastner
said. “The buildings were intentionally designed to reflect the immediate
surroundings of this beautiful property
and blend in with its natural setting.”
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ACEC Lets Matheny Advocate for Engineers
michael waddell | The Memphis News

H

arvey Matheny, associate with the
Memphis office of Kimley-Horn
and Associates Inc. and current
president of the Memphis chapter of the
American Council of Engineering Companies of Tennessee, has seen plenty of
changes in the local engineering market
over the past several years.
“When I came here seven years ago,
private development, particularly commercial office and industrial, was still very
strong. But when the recession hit, those
areas dried up,” Matheny said. “Now it’s
starting to come back, and we are certainly
seeing more opportunities there.”
As private commercial development
projects dwindled, the firm turned to more
municipal engineering projects including
utility design and storm water analysis and
design.
“Fortunately we’ve enjoyed a rejuvenation in public-sector opportunities after
the downturn in the private sector. There
will always be a need for infrastructure expansion and infrastructure rehab,” he said.
Matheny has spent the majority of his
time during the past few years working
on the development of an environmental impact statement for the Tennessee
Department of Transportation that looks at

a potential new crossing
of the Mississippi River.
The comprehensive,
multi-state project got
underway in 2010.
Early projections for
the cost of a new bridge
and the approaching
roadways on either side
of the river are between
$1 billion and $2 billion.
“It’s a work in progress. We’ve been funded
MATHENY
to do the first phases of
the EIS,” Matheny said.
“Currently the project is in a holding pattern as TDOT does some re-evaluation of
some of its major projects across the state.”
Over the past few years, he sees regulations from the EPA and the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation beginning to drive storm water
regulations in a different direction.
“The newer regulations are forcing
governments to look at how they manage
storm water, with more emphasis on green
infrastructure and low-impact development,” Matheny said. “There’s more
emphasis on capturing rainfall and letting
it infiltrate back into the soil for more a
natural drainage design than we’ve had
for many, many years. The sole purpose
is really to try to reduce pollutants runoff
into our streams and rivers.”
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After graduating
with his master’s degree
in electrical engineering from the University of Memphis in 1986,
Matheny worked with
a couple of consulting
firms and then spent
three years working for
the city of Germantown.
Most recently he
notched a seven-plus
year stint with the town
of Collierville, where he
served as town engineer
for five years and development director in
charge of engineering, planning and code
enforcement for two and a half years.
He became familiar with Kimley-Horn
when the firm was selected to develop a
transportation plan for the town of Collierville, and he met James Collins, who
had started the Memphis office for KimleyHorn.
“Ultimately I decided it was a good
time for me to leave public practice and
return to private practice, and I felt like
Kimley-Horn was a fantastic opportunity,”
said Matheny, who has worked at KimleyHorn since April 2005.
Last year, the company ranked 41st out
of the top 500 U.S. design firms in Engineering News-Record’s annual list of the
top design firms in the nation.

Kimley-Horn established its roots in
transportation planning and roadway
design during the 1960s, and it has grown
into a multi-disciplined civil engineering
firm that is also involved in aviation design
and planning; land development; water
resources including utilities, water sewage
drainage and stream analysis; and traffic
engineering. The company has more than
60 offices across the country.
“We operate pretty seamlessly amongst
all of our offices and make use of all of our
resources,” he said.
Matheny believes the demand for engineers will intensify in the years to come.
“When you look at the number of
retiring engineers in the next 10 to 20 years
compared to the number of engineering
graduates in the pipeline coming into the
profession, there certainly is going to continue to be a need for engineers,” he said.
As the current president of the Memphis chapter of the ACEC of Tennessee,
Matheny works as advocate for more than
100 ACEC member engineering firms
across the state of Tennessee.
“We feel like there needs to be meaningful interaction with local, state and
federal legislators and elected officials,” he
said. “As they put policies or legislation in
place that might affect the health, safety
and welfare of the public and the engineering profession, the ACEC wants to have a
say in that process.”
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Overton Park Playground Gets Test
Park’s conservancy hosts “day of merrymaking,” giving public glimpse of changes
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he new playground near Rainbow
Lake in Overton Park features
something not seen on modern
playgrounds in awhile – a metal merry-goround or roundabout.
The playground, parts of which are
still being built, got a good test Saturday,
June 8, during what the Overton Park
Conservancy billed as a “day of merrymaking.” It was a test of the playground, the
renovation around Rainbow Lake and the
one-year anniversary of the opening of the
nearby Overton Bark dog park.
While the playground looks familiar
to some parents and grandparents, it is a
recent concept on a comeback.
“Most playgrounds now are all kind of
pre-manufactured play equipment,” said
Bill Ferguson, a founder of Askew Nixon
Ferguson architects, which designed the
playground. “And there’s a huge movement
across the world, and in the United States
too, to reintroduce some of the element of
risk. This one has that in it with very low
levels.”
That includes the metal merry-goround and a cargo climbing net feature
that was sealed off Saturday with mesh
fencing and abundant yellow tape as it
awaits several more large timbers to complete it.
“If I’m over here with my grandson who
is 4 years old, he’ll get up so far,” Ferguson
said, as a boy of about that age pondered
the taped-up entrance to the climbing net
directly from coming down a slide. “He
won’t get up to the bridge part. … It’ll be
another six months or year before he can
get up there. And when he’s able to do that
safely, he will have learned a lot down the
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A sandbox and a sculpted log for children to go into and out of are among the new features of the Rainbow Lake playground in Overton Park.

line when he’s measuring risk and deciding
is it a go or a no go.”
The playground also includes a nod to
Overton Park culture with its own kid-sized
drum circle, “which relates to the fact that
we have a real drum circle near the Memphis College of Art frequently. This will be
a good complement to that,” Ferguson
added. By a hollowed-out log sculpture big
enough for a small child to climb through,
Bernhard Meck, an environmental sculptor who designed the log and the nearby
sandbox, was watching closely.
“The feature I thought was going to be
most appreciated, they are actually using
the most,” he said. “They are making even
more use out of it than I had anticipated,

like a bunch of squirrels.”
He had some concerns about the
sandbox.
“I’m thinking how long is that going to
stay clean, but that’s another story,” Meck
said. “So far, I think I can pat myself on the
back.”
Meck and Ferguson and the rest of the
playground team had some formidable
obstacles to their time schedule.
“I got it done in time, but the weather
didn’t work for any of us,” Meck said.
“There were some electrical lines that not
even Memphis Light, Gas and Water knew
existed. That set the contractor back and
they had to add some features. Then we
had a couple of massive downpours that

turned everything into a mud pit – inaccessible for man and machine alike. But it’s
moving right along.”
The walkways in the play area are
curved because that makes it more interesting for children. But Ferguson said it is
also a design element that acknowledges
the playground is on the edge of the Old
Forest, now a state-protected natural area.
“They are dodging tree roots, going
around trees and we’ve eliminated some
of these walls to help the lives of the trees.
And it’s also organic,” he said. “Construction is pretty disruptive to the top layer
of soil and roots of every tree. We’ll be
doing things to keep the trees growing and
healthy. … We’ll keep looking at them to
check on them.”
For most of Saturday afternoon there
was no parking on the greensward at Overton Park, which offered a view that is also
part of the plan. The day moved storytellers, acrobats, live music and games onto
the green area that starting with arrival of
spring and the end of the school year has
been dominated by overflow parking from
the nearby Memphis Zoo.
It is an annual tension between zoo
visitors and park patrons who at times can
be in both camps depending on what they
go to the park for.
With the conservancy near completion on the new playground and Rainbow
Lake nearly restored, the park plans move
closer to fuller use of the greensward. The
conservancy at its founding endorsed the
idea of a 500-space parking garage for the
zoo although the zoo property is not part
of the park area maintained and overseen
by the conservancy.

COMMUNITY

DMC’s Morris to Lead Main to Main Project
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

D

owntown Memphis Commission President Paul Morris will
become the new project director
for the Main Street to Main Street revitalization project that includes a Harahan
Bridge boardwalk.
Morris adds the federally funded project with private donors to his duties at the
Downtown development group as project
manager Mike Carpenter starts his duties
at the nonprofit Plough Foundation, the
administration of Memphis Mayor A C
Wharton Jr. confirmed Monday, June 10.
When Carpenter announced his new
position at the Plough Foundation last
month, he also said he would continue to
tie up loose ends on the project for several

months at no pay.
Those loose ends include completing
and getting signatures on the $15 million
federal transportation grant agreement
as well as completing the agreement with
Union Pacific railroad, which owns the
Harahan Bridge across the Mississippi
River.
From there, Allen & Hoshall engineering firm would become full-time technical
program managers responsible for day-today work on the project.
Morris would make decisions and
oversee public hearings and discussions
about its overall scope. Morris has already
been involved in the details and planning
of the project.

The project is a renovation of Main
Street Memphis and Broadway Avenue
in West Memphis with the bicycle and
pedestrian boardwalk on the north side of
the rail bridge across the river linking the
two.
The complex project is in phases,
some overlapping, that begin construction
work later this year. The federal funding
comes with some stringent deadlines for
completing certain parts of the project.
The Main Street Memphis renovations
and improvements would run from the
Uptown area to the South Main Historic
Arts District and then link up with the area
around the rail bridge.
Morris had been vocal even before the

federal grant process that the Main Street
Mall section of Main in particular is overdue for maintenance on items like paving
and trolley tracks as well as mall drainage
issues.
The Main Street proposal and the
Harahan Bridge project had been two
separate applications for federal TIGER
– Transportation Investment Generation
Economic Recovery – grants awarded by
the United States Department of Transportation.
U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen, D-Memphis,
suggested combining them to have a
better chance of being awarded a grant.
The grant was awarded one year ago this
month.
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Doing Right is Good Marketing
does not stay current, your marketing may
Here is a short list of rapid
do your company more harm than good.
cultural changes: Consumer and busiTake Walmart's recent health care public
ness databases. Cable. TIVO and DVR. The
relations mishaps.
Internet. Search
On one hand, it
engines. Satellite
acknowledged that
radio. Podcasts.
health care was the
Social networks.
foremost reputaBlogs. Mobile. The
tional factor facing
iPhone. Thousands
the company. They
more innovations in
vowed to do well by
beta today. The veJOCELYN ATKINSON doing good. Then,
hicles of marketing
& michael graber an employee leaked
have transformed
let’s grow
an internal memo
more in the last 10
that zoomed across the Internet, implying
years than in the previous 100 years. The
that managers needed to fire the sick and
communication tools and methods of the
aging. The company lost credibility across
industrial era do not work in our shared
the globe at a time when it needed it most.
world of instant information exchange.
The lesson: act in accord with your mesAnyone and Everyman has the power
sage. Let's call it Do Right Marketing.
to publish either a confidential company
memo or an opinion about your product
or service with staggering ease. It does not Do what you say
pay to be a communications dinosaur in
In this era of transparency, companies
the age of social utilities, blogs, and mobile best do what they say. Changes in techconnectedness. If your marketing team
nology sharpen how customers research,

compare and choose to engage a company or buy a product. This news is true for
consumer goods companies, business-tobusiness firms and service businesses.
Buyers judge your company with more
access to information and opinion than in
any time in history. Marketing is no longer
about screaming "buy now" downstream
with a pretty face and memorable expression. In fact, marketing now spawns back
upstream to test the core principles of
a business. My advice: apply the carrot
rather than the schtick.

Actual value
Instead of playing a communications
shell game, invest your executive energies
bringing actual value to the world. Provide
something useful and then offer an enriching, ongoing dialogue to your customers or
clients. They are worth it.
Whether your marketing is created
in-house or by an outsourced firm or a mix
of employees and vendors, ensure that
everyone who touches your marketing
knows your company values, the power of
social media and blogging and the importance of keeping your corporate actions

33 Humphrey Center Drive
memphis, TN 38120

R E A L E S TAT E R E C A P

Oakhaven Warehouse
Sells for $11.3 Million
ERIC SMITH | The Memphis News

Southpoint Dr

Imagination Dr

Pleasant Hill Rd

Citation Dr

Malone Rd

E Holmes Rd

Oakhaven
Warehouse
5155 citation drive • memphis, TN 38118

5155 citation drive
memphis, TN 38118
Sale Amount: $11.3 million
Sale Date: May 21, 2013
Buyer: Exeter 5155 Citation LLC
Seller: DCT – Shelby 18 LP
Loan Amount: $8.4 million
Loan Date: May 21, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Lender: The Prudential Insurance Co. of America
Details: The 398,992-square-foot warehouse at 5155 Citation Drive in Oakhaven has
sold for $11.3 million. Exeter 5155 Citation LLC, an affiliate of Plymouth Meeting,
Pa.-based Exeter Property Group, bought the Class A facility in a May 21 special
warranty deed from DCT – Shelby 18 LP, an affiliate of Denver-based DCT Industrial. Built in 2001, the warehouse sits on 21.6 acres on the west side of Citation Drive.

Loan Amount: $5.4 million
Loan Date: May 24, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrower: W2005 New Century
Hotel Portfolio LP
Lender: German American Capital
Corp. and Citigroup Global Markets
Realty Corp.
Details: The owner of the 121-room
Hampton Inn at 33 Humphrey Center Drive in East Memphis has filed
a $5.4 million loan on the property.
W2005 New Century Hotel
Portfolio LP filed the deed of trust,
assignment of leases, rents and
hotel revenue, security agreement
and fixture filing May 24 through
German American Capital Corp.
and Citigroup Global Markets Realty Corp.
The transaction also included a
separate assignment of leases, rents
and hotel revenue from the borrower to the lenders.
Built in 1992, the 52,604-squarefoot hotel sits on two acres along
the west side of Humphrey Center
Drive, which is at the southwest
corner of Walnut Grove Road and
Humphreys Boulevard next to Baptist Memorial Hospital-Memphis.
The Shelby County Assessor of
Property’s 2013 appraisal is $4.1
million.
400 s. highland st.
memphis, TN 38111
Loan Amount: $4.3 million
Loan Date: May 29, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrower: Serenity Towers at
Midtown Memphis LLC
Lender: CenterState Bank of Florida
NA
Details: The owner of the Serenity
Towers at Midtown Memphis retire-

and words in sync. Generations X and Y
have a keen nose for sniffing out hypocrites. They vote against them with their
wallets and expose them as frauds.
Every action and aspect of your company is transparent. Even the events that
get shredded can be partially reconstructed. Every action is marketing and media.
Everything that is transparent can be
defined as marketing, an outward expression of your business.
Although you may need to stretch your
mind beyond what you learned and now
practice, rethink the role of marketing in
your organization. See marketing as a strategic line running through every company
interaction as a golden thread. This thread
runs through every audience (employees,
shareholders, suppliers, buyers, press
and more) at the quantum speed of the
Internet. If you want to prosper, honor
every hand that touches this golden thread
– these are your marketing touch points. If
you want to grow market share, make sure
your product or service creates value for
its users. If you want to attract more business and top talent, use the carrot rather
than the schtick. Do right.

ment community at 400 S. Highland
St. has filed a $4.3 million loan on
the property.
Orlando, Fla.-based Serenity
Towers at Midtown Memphis LLC
filed the deed of trust, security
agreement and assignment of rents
and leases May 29 through CenterState Bank of Florida NA.
The borrower bought the property, formerly known as Highland
Towers, in 2010 for $1.8 million from
Seattle-based New Wesley Highland Towers Associates. That sale
was financed with a $3.2 million
loan through the Glenda G. Morgan
Charitable Foundation Inc.
The Class C, high-rise retirement center sits on 2.8 acres on
the east side of Highland Street
between Norriswood and Watauga
avenues near the University of
Memphis. It was built in 1964.
The Shelby County Assessor of
Property’s 2013 appraisal is $3.9
million.
6115 airline road
arlington, TN 38002
Loan Amount: $1.4 million
Loan Date: June 4, 2013
Maturity Date: June 4, 2035
Borrower: Hall-Mutt LLC
Lender: Fidelity Bank
Details: The owner of the Shell gas
station at 6115 Airline Road in Arlington has filed a $1.4 million loan
on the property.
Hall-Mutt LLC filed the deed of
trust June 4 through Fidelity Bank.
The company bought the then-vacant land in 2002 for $423,653 from
Herrick Petroleum LLC.
Built in 2002, the 4,890-squarefoot convenience store and gas
station sits on 1.4 acres at the southwest corner of Airline Road and U.S.
70. The assessor’s 2013 appraisal is
slightly less than $1 million.
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Cozymel’s
Site Could
Grow in Scope

Cates Wears Multiple Hats
As Litigator, Prosecutor

AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

N

ow that the old Cozymel’s restaurant has been razed, public
documents shed light on
what is in store for the Poplar Avenue
property.
A site plan approved last year by
the Land Use Control Board said Robert Fogelman was seeking to develop a
two-story, 32,000-square-foot building
for a bank and office space.
The parcel, which is just east of
International Paper Co.’s headquarters at Poplar and International Drive,
is owned by Crown Centre LLC. The
agent for Crown Centre is Robert F.
Fogelman.
While the plan approved by the
Land Use Control Board included two
stories, multiple real estate sources
have said recently that the plan has
grown in scope, with developers now
envisioning a three-story building
with retail uses on the bottom floor
and office uses on the top two floors.
“As I understand it, the building
has changed significantly,” said Steve
Guinn, who heads the Memphis office
of Highwoods Properties Inc., which
is developing the International Paper
tower. “The highest and best use of
that land, I think, is a combination of
office and retail. I think the building
could be well-timed.”
International Paper decided to
build a fourth office tower at its East
Memphis campus.
In March, Highwoods Realty LP, a
subsidiary of Highwoods Properties,
bought two parcels of East Memphis
land totaling about 5.1 acres, which
will be used for International Paper’s
headquarters expansion. Raleigh,
N.C.-based Highwoods paid $4.8 million for part of two parcels from Robert F. Fogelman, trustee of the Robert
F. Fogelman Revocable Trust Dated
Sept. 14, 1989.
Also in March, Highwoods signed
a deal in which the real estate investment trust will deliver a $56.1 million
build-to-suit tower for Memphisbased International Paper.
That new building will sit directly
across the street from International
Paper’s world headquarters and main
campus, and construction is expected
to start Sept. 1, with completion by the
end of the second quarter of 2015.
Earlier this year, the Memphis and
Shelby County Economic Development Growth Engine granted the
company a $56.9 million paymentin-lieu-of-taxes incentive to persuade
International Paper to stay in Memphis and expand.
The company will retain 2,274
high-paying jobs in Memphis, add 101
new employees and build the fourth
office tower.

richard j. alley | Special to The Memphis News

T

aylor Cates, attorney with Burch,
Porter & Johnson PLLC, describes
himself as “an adequate rhythm
guitar player.”
It’s a skill that might not find him
onstage at the Levitt Shell, but did help
him with work at his first job out of the
Vanderbilt University School of Law in
1999. His interest helped him to “speak the
language,” and he went to work for a firm
in Nashville that specialized in entertainment litigation.
When, in 2003, he and wife, Carolyn,
moved home to Memphis where Cates had
grown up and attended Germantown High
School, it was as new parents with a growing family. There was also a family connection of law and he took an office just down
the hall from his father Tom Cates, and
father-in-law Joel Porter, both attorneys at
the old-guard law firm.
With his connection to the legal profession in his father, there was always some
indication that Cates would go into the
profession as well.
“That’s something that was helpful in
showing me what it was like,” he said.
With a bachelor’s degree in history
from Virginia University, the course was an
easy one to law school.
Cates says his bread and butter is
in business litigation, but still works in
entertainment and intellectual property
law with referrals coming to him from the
Memphis Music Foundation.
“It’s a great resource for people starting
out in the industry, and they will send me,
from time to time, people that need to be
pointed in the right direction or need some
basic forms prepared,” he said.
The work is a combination of billable
and pro bono, and the goal is to get them
to the point where they are realizing their
dreams and also become paying clients.
Cates has also carved himself a niche
with a nationwide reach. When disaster
strikes, as it did last fall with Hurricane
Sandy in the Northeast and, more recently,
Oklahoma’s deadly tornadoes, restoration
specialists are called in to clean up and
rebuild. It’s a valiant effort, but is also a
job, and when the pay doesn’t reach where
it should in a timely manner, Cates says,
“they often have to shake the money tree
to get paid.”
The “money tree” referred to is typically an insurance company, but may also
involve disputes between contractors and
sub-contractors, and “figuring out where
the kink in the hose is,” he said.
It isn’t necessary for attorneys such as
Cates to be licensed in the states where
natural disasters strike, but instead utilize
a global network of law firms through ALFA
International, with firms in every major
city in the United States. For instance,
Cates recently handled a dispute between
a contractor based out of New Hampshire
and a subcontractor who had worked dur-

cates
ing the aftermath of the 2010 flooding in
Nashville.
It’s a growth industry, he says, with
more major disasters seemingly in the offing every season.
“Being able to help the people that can
get there on the ground and start to get
people back on their feet, it’s a good subspecialty for me,” he said.
One night a week for the past five
years, Cates has put on a different hat to
act as an assistant prosecutor for the city
of Germantown. It’s a challenge quite

different than that of
his practice in the old
Tennessee Club where
Burch Porter’s offices
are found.
“It lets you use different brain muscles,
so to speak, dealing
with misdemeanors,”
he said.
“You’ve got a lot of
discretion as a prosecutor and that gives
you a lot of ability to
make good decisions
for people,” Cates
said. “Most of the
people that I deal with
have had some issue
along the way … that
caused them to get
arrested and caused
a chain of events,” he
said. “Most of what
I do out in Germantown is use what
persuasive power we
have as a court to get
these people to get
things back on track.”
Cates and his wife
have three children
– Amelia, Thomas
and Campbell – who fill his time when
he’s away from litigation Downtown and
prosecution in the suburbs. The disparate,
day-and-night lives of Cates helps keep
work interesting and his mind attuned to
the law on several different levels.
“You go from, in the day, arguing about
when a client is going to get paid several
hundred thousand dollars to, at night,
talking to somebody about how they’re
going to come up with $200 to pay their
fines and costs,” he said. “It’s two different
worlds.”

River Oaks’ Finest Address
THE CLOISTERS

A
Mediterranean
classic!
Custom
designed/built to the highest quality
standards, it is one of a kind. With so many
features, so many enhancements, only a
private tour will suffice. Pictures & Video at
memphisrelocate.com. 6035 Evensong
Cove. $1,500,000. And, remember…

ROSENGARTEN = RESULTS

PERLBERG = PERFORMANCE

“The Oldest Real Estate Company in Town”
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Baptist Center Integrates Care
JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

B

aptist Memorial Health Care Corp.
broke ground Monday, June 10,
on an $84.8 million Cancer Center
near the Baptist Memorial HospitalMemphis campus that is slated to open
mid-2015.
Dr. Stephen Edge, who is currently the
medical director of the Breast Center at
the Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo, N.Y., has been tapped to be the new
cancer center’s medical director.
Edge will oversee the construction
and the continued development of the
comprehensive and integrated center for
cancer services.
Baptist also is building a cancer center
in Jonesboro, Ark.
The Baptist Cancer Center will offer
diagnostics, radiation oncology, chemotherapy and infusion services, Cyberknife
(a non-invasive treatment for tumors),
stem cell transplants and supportive
services and survivorship care all under
one roof.
“I am happy that in this new cancer
center we will have one point of access for
cancer care … rather than having to go to
multiple different sites,” Stephen Reynolds, president and CEO of Baptist Memorial Health Care, said at a groundbreaking
ceremony attended by politicians, Baptist
Memorial executives and staff held at
an office complex pond near the Baptist
Memorial campus.
The 153,211-square-foot Baptist
Cancer Center also will have integrated
electronic health records developed by
Madison, Wis.-based Epic Systems.

Rendering: Courtesy of Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp.

The 153,211-square-foot Baptist Cancer Center will open in mid-2015. The $84.8 million
center will be near the Baptist Memorial Hospital-Memphis campus.

That will allow a Baptist-affiliated
doctor in Memphis to easily pull up the
health history and records for a cancer
patient in Oxford, Miss., who comes to
Memphis for care.
Jason Little, executive vice president
and chief operating officer of Baptist
Memorial Health Care, said the Cancer
Center will be the first of its kind in the
area and will focus on delivering integrated care from start to finish across
the Baptist system. The center will bring
together cancer providers in all medical
disciplines.

“It’s been a dream for a long time,” Little said, explaining that Baptist Memorial
executives began the plans to build the
center in earnest a couple of years ago.
Patients also will be able to easily
access clinical information and follow
their treatment plans. Electronic record
systems can track and analyze information in ways that paper files can’t, creating
new ways to deliver care.
According to data from the Memphis
chapter of the American Cancer Society,
35,610 new cancer cases were diagnosed
in Tennessee in 2012, a figure that is ex-

pected to grow in the next few years.
An online study by the Journal of the
National Cancer Institute estimated that
medical spending on cancer hit about
$125 billion in 2010 based on cost data
from 2006. Without any changes to cancer
trends, the study projected that there will
be more people with the disease and that
costs will jump 27 percent to $158 billion
in 2020.
Edge, the Cancer Center’s new director, says he hopes to study new ways to
effectively and affordably deliver cancer
care through Baptist Memorial’s partnership with Vanderbilt University.
Edge has been active in cancer care
research and national policy development
for much of his career.
His main research focus has been
finding ways to measure quality and developing systems to improve communitywide cancer care.
After a national search, Baptist Memorial announced its academic affiliation
with Vanderbilt University in October
2012.
The partnership paves the way for
more clinical research and the development of disease-specific programs to
improve treatment and care plans.
Edge said the two institutions will
form a partnership to translate advances
in mapping the genomes of cancer tumors into improved treatments and care
plans.
The partnership also will create new
opportunities for joint quality initiatives
and more clinical research, he said.
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County Building Permits Increase 5 Percent
Biggest bright spot: average sales price improves to $251,288 from $238,756 compared to May 2012
AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

B

uilding permits increased only
5 percent in May compared to
the same month last year, a tepid
improvement that builders attributed to
a soggy spring and diminishing supply of
lots.
Shelby County homebuilders filed 105
permits in May averaging 3,091 square
feet and $251,288, according to the latest
data from real estate information company Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com.
The 100 permits filed in May 2012
averaged 3,190 square feet and $238,756.
“I wouldn’t make too much of it,”
Keith Grant of Grant & Co. said of the
minor uptick. “I think the market is still
strong right now.”

Grant said the heavy amount of rain
that has lashed Shelby County could have
something to do with the stagnation in
permit activity, along with fewer prime
lots.
“It can be indications of the weather,”
he said. “It could be a lack of favorable
lots in Shelby County.”
Don Glays, executive director of the
Memphis Area Home Builders Association, said a lack of affordable, quality lots
is becoming a concern for builders.
Glays said builders scooped up cheap
lots from bank sales following the building bust and those lots are now running
out.
“There is a sense of urgency in our
builder members because they’re having

difficulty finding reasonably priced, goodquality, high-value lots,” Glays said.
Going forward, Glays said builders
could see input costs rise by as much as
20 percent.
“That really sets up a roadblock to affordability,” he said.
Collierville’s 38017 ZIP code saw the
highest number of permits pulled with 20,
averaging 3,265 square feet and $297,184.
Arlington’s 38002 ZIP code saw 19 permits
averaging 3,692 square feet and $240,920
and Westwood’s 38109 ZIP code saw 13
permits pulled, averaging 1,393 square
feet.
The average permit value for May was
$251,288, up from $238,756 over the same
period last year.

Regency Homes had the highest number of permits with 28, averaging 2,911
square feet and $219,309. Karen Garner of
Magnolia Homes had 12 permits averaging 3,981 square feet and $346,498 and
DeVere Construction had 12 permits,
averaging 1,398 square feet.
Shelby County homebuilders did see
a dip in sales last month. Builders sold 53
new homes in May, down from 63 in May
2012. The average sales price in May was
$233,405, down from $244,579 in May
2012.
“There’s nothing that shows the market is slowing,” said Grant.
Chandler Reports is a division of The
Daily News Publishing Co. Inc.
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Inspiration, Not Imitation
Virginia educator Pam Moran preaches value of different teaching models to Martin Institute
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he superintendent of the Albemarle
County, Va., school system told a
group of educators in Memphis
this week she is concerned U.S. schools
are too based on an outdated 20th century
industrial model.
Pam Moran told 800 public, private
and charter school educators from 21
states and Argentina at the annual Martin
Institute for Teaching Excellence conference that different education models are
the key to learning today. But she said specific methods may not translate to every
school or school system.
Moran and Ira Socol, program manager
of the school system’s “Design 2015” plan
whom Moran recruited from Michigan
State University, were the keynote speakers
Wednesday, June 12, at the conference at
Presbyterian Day School in East Memphis.
Moran showed nontraditional school
libraries that are noisy and open classrooms where students draw on tables and
floors and use a wealth of digital devices as
an effort to mold “independent collaborative learners who are able to themselves
figure out where do I need to work and
how do I need to work.”
But the presentation wasn’t a call to
emulate what is happening in the Virginia
school system to the letter.
For instance, Moran is familiar with the
old open schools concept of the 1970s that
amounted to a school without classroom
walls. And her experience as a teacher at
the time was that it was “pretty chaotic.”
Moran said the approach in Albemarle
is different than that, although students
do collaborate and work on numerous
projects at once in ways that depart from
the traditional classroom with students at

numerous reform
models in the 1990s
during the tenure of
Gerry House, one of
his predecessors in
the role.
“We scale across.
We don’t scale up,”
Socol said. “We take
an idea and say everybody get inspired
by it and go do your
own work. We think
that’s one of the most
critical changes we
have to make is to
let things grow in
a natural environment.”
Their examples
were heavy with
technology but Socol
said the technology
is a way to “change a
belief system.”
Socol was blunt
Photo: Lance Murphey
Keynote speaker Pam Moran, superintendent of Albemarle County Public Schools in Virginia, addresses an
about what he
audience of teachers at the Martin Institute for Teaching Excellence at Presbyterian Day School in East Memtermed the myth of
phis on Wednesday, June 12. Moran said different education models are the key the learning today.
teachers controlling
classrooms and the
teacher in the school system who keynoted impact of digital devices.
desks in rows.
“There has been a myth in the tradi“One of the things that never happened last year’s Martin Institute Conference.
tional classroom that you knew what was
Hunter is known as the originator of
was the deep dive work with teachers to
going on and you had control. You didn’t.
the World Peace Game, a critical-thinking,
help them work with kids in that environBut you could pretend. When everybody
problem-solving approach to learning
ment,” she explained after her talk. “Really
has a screen in front of them, you know it’s
across several subject areas.
looking at space as being open in classnot true. You have to learn to accept that,”
Moran and Socol took a swipe at the
rooms so kids have choices. We always
he told the standing-room-only group of
idea that successful education reforms
expect to see a continuum of teachereducators.
must be able to scale up for use across a
directed and student independent work as
“Is looking at Facebook for five minutes
school system. Reforms that can be scaled
well as project work. Kids have to learn to
any different than looking out the window
up was a big part of the emphasis of forwork in all of those environments well.”
mer Memphis City Schools superintendent for five minutes? And is there anything
Moran was introduced at the sold-out,
wrong with either?”
Kriner Cash after MCS experimented with
two-day conference by John Hunter, a

Be Careful When Negotiating for Tenant Improvements
renovations to your new space. That’s
So it’s time to locate new office
why it is important to understand your
space for the changing needs of your
options when it comes to negotiating
business. That may mean adding more
with a landlord to improve the space you
space to accommodate growth, downsizchoose to accommodate your needs. In
ing to support a reduction in employees
fact, your decision about which space to
or even rightsizing – as many companies
choose could come down to the cost of
are these days – to reduce space per
tenant improvements.
employee and cut operating expenses.
There are generally two ways that the
Whatever your reason for seeking new
cost of tenant improvespace, you are likely to be
shown a variety of options
FRAZIER BAKER & ments can be handled.
by your tenant rep broker
WILL BARDEN The first is to have the
GUEST COLUMN landlord provide a “turnthat will get you in the
key” improvement allowballpark of what you need.
ance. The second is to have the landlord
But it is highly unlikely that you’ll find a
state the dollar amount to be provided in
space already configured exactly as you
the lease document. Let’s compare the
need it.
two:
“Location, location, location” may be
While the turnkey method sounds
the most frequently used phrase in real
good, it prevents the tenant from capturestate, but “tenant improvements” would
ing the benefit if there’s some saving
certainly rate in the top five. As a tenant,
when the improvements are competiyou don’t want to come out of pocket for

tively bid. Let’s say the landlord estimates
that the turnkey improvements are going
to run about $20 per square foot. Let’s
say further that upon obtaining competitive bids, the actual cost of the job turns
out to be $15 per square foot. In this case,
the tenant doesn’t benefit from the cost
savings that could have been applied
to further improve the space. Of course
should things go the other way, with bids
coming in higher, the turnkey approach
would be preferable.
The cost-per-square-foot method
provides more tenant control but also requires further detail as to what improvements are required. If work is required
beyond simple items such as moving a
wall or two, paint and/or carpet, construction drawings should be developed by an
architect that take into account the entire
scope of work, from A to Z. Construction drawings can be competitively bid

and the allowance negotiated on a persquare-foot basis based on that number.
Improvement allowances are an
important component of the office lease
and should treat both tenant and landlord
fairly.
Every industry has its own set of
unique needs when it comes to office
layout and configuration and even within
an industry, every situation is different.
Matching your situation with the best
available space options in the market,
identifying the optimal tenant improvement methodology, and negotiating a
solid lease contract, will ensure a cost
effective and satisfying outcome.
Frazier Baker, vice president of office
services, and Will Barden, vice president of
office services, provide office tenant representation services for Colliers International
Memphis.
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Neal Joins Madison Line Records
kate simone | The Memphis News

Antonio Neal has joined Madison Line Records, the record label affiliated with Visible Music College, as COO. Neal is a four-time Gospel Music
Association Dove Award winner and Grammy Award nominee.
Experience: I have over 15 years of
experience in the music business.
I moved to Nashville to chase my
dreams as a songwriter and was
blessed to not only write songs, but
began to produce and have a solo
record of my own. The last 12 years
(have been) spent in Nashville as a
part of the EMI music family.
Family: On Aug. 1 of this year, I will
celebrate 21 years with my wife,
Sharralisa. We have 3 children: AJ, 17;
Christopher, 14; and Summer, 11.
Who has had the greatest influence
on you? My dad
What attracted you to Madison
Line Records? I love the vision that
(Visible Music College President)
Ken Steorts has for MLR. The heart
of MLR is to serve the students and
those beyond our campus with constant attention to help them promote

their message in music. This label is
totally not what I was used to in the
industry in Nashville. It's refreshing,
and I hope we can continue to build
upon it.
What are your goals in your new
position? I am a servant. My goal is
to make this a great experience for
those I work with, first of all, and then
for the artists. I want this to be a place
that everyone wants to hang around.
I want to see artists hanging in the
studio, hanging in the lounge or cafe.
I want it to be a place where love and
creativity meet every day.
What do you most enjoy about your
work? What I enjoy most about my
work is the challenge – the characterbuilding side of things. No one just
walks up and gives a person anything
in the music world, so I enjoy building new relationships and walking the
path of the unknown. I love it!

NEAL

Paul Dougherty has joined
Barge, Waggoner, Sumner and
Cannon Inc. as chief technology officer. Dougherty has 34
years’ experience in information
technology, previously serving as
chief technology officer at Lellyett and Rogers Services, and at
Gresham, Smith and Partners.
Bob Baker has been appointed director of the Center
for Athletic Academic Services at
The University of Memphis. He
has served as the center’s associate director since August 2011
and as its interim director for the
past five months.
Rhodes College has presented
its 2013 outstanding staff awards
to four employees. They are:
Bobby Parson, special services
technician, Outstanding Administrative Services Staff; Kristen
Hunt, administrative assistant II,
Outstanding Administrative Staff;
Jeff McClain, superintendent
of maintenance, Outstanding
Administrator; and Regina Simmons, director of new student
programs, Outstanding Administrator.
Lindsey True has joined
Leadership Memphis as operations coordinator. True previously served as an administrative
intern for Central Church’s children’s ministries and as an intern
with International Teams.

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Nine attorneys from the
Memphis office of Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC have been ranked
in the 2013 edition of Chambers
USA as leading practitioners in
their practice areas. Leo Bearman Jr., E. Franklin Childress
Jr., Robert C. Liddon Jr. and
Buckner Wellford were ranked
in Band 1, the top tier. Mary
L. Aronov, Matthew S. Heiter,
Jackie Prester and Edward R.
Young were ranked in Band 2;
and Robert J. DelPriore was
ranked in Band 3.

Convert Web
Traffic to Sales
Every brand needs a Web
presence to survive in the digital age, but how
do you know that Web investment is actually
performing? The answer begins by shifting
your focus from simply generating more traffic to generating more traffic that converts to
actual business. Traffic that doesn’t convert
has little value.
Don’t take the “kitchen sink” approach,
where you clutter the home page to tell buyers every reason they should buy versus focusing on the single-most important reason.
With consumer attention spans at an all-time
low, visual storytelling has a higher likelihood
of engaging with most demographics than
traditional paragraph-form text.
Equally important is identifying a realistic
next step that site visitors can take on your
site – making that call-to-action crystal clear.
If you’re selling a
$100 product, it’s
conceivable that a
prospect’s next step
is to buy. Alternatively, if you have a
law practice with a
more complex offering and higher price
Lori turnerpoint, the sales cycle
wilson
is more involved. A
guerrilla sales
realistic next step
and marketing
might be the request
of a consultation or downloading of a white
paper written by a staff attorney. In this
instance, your objective is simply to continue
the “conversation.”
A site visitor’s eye is naturally drawn to
the upper-left hand corner of a website first.
Consider using that prominent real estate for
your “opt-in” request to boost email address
captures, which can later be used to convert
visitors to customers via an email campaign.
When designing your site, select a couple
of conversion elements for what is called
“A/B testing.” For example, test your “Order
Now” button in one spot during the first week
of your test and another location during week
two – ultimately comparing conversion rates.
Allow customers to share reviews of your
products and services on your site, which can
significantly improve conversion rates.
By 2014, the number of mobile Internet
users is predicted to outpace desktop users.
If your website isn’t optimized to look and
function well on a smartphone or tablet,
you’re dead in the water.
For a snapshot of how people are using your site, consider ClickTale.com, which
maps your site visitors’ mouse movements
and pinpoints where visitors are on your site
when they leave it. This tool arms you with information to make adjustments that improve
conversion. The time it takes for a Web page
to load is also vital. The average Internet user
won’t wait more than two seconds for a page
to display. Various studies suggest as little
as a one-second delay in page response can
have nearly a double-digit reduction in traffic
that converts to a sale.
As you implement strategies designed to
improve Web conversion, monitor your successes and missteps through free reporting
tools like Google Analytics, and adjust your
approach accordingly.
Lori Turner-Wilson is managing partner of
RedRover Sales & Marketing.
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»

happenings
The Rebel on Beale summer country music concert
series will kick off with Emerson Drive Thursday, June 20,
at 7:30 p.m. in W.C. Handy Park at Beale and South Third
streets. Cost is free. Visit rebel953.com.

» Community
The 20th annual Juneteenth Freedom &
Heritage Festival will be held Friday, June 14,
through Sunday, June 16, in Douglass Park in
North Memphis. The 2013 theme is “Honoring African-American Medical Doctors.” Visit
juneteenthmemphis.org for a schedule.
Seedco Mid-South will host The Intentional
Entrepreneur, a Kauffman FastTrac workshop
for aspiring business owners, Friday, June 14,
from 8 a.m. to noon at Seedco, 22 N. Front St.,
suite 900. The interactive workshop provides
tools to examine the emotional and practical
aspects of business ownership. Cost is $75.
Visit seedco.affiliate.fasttrac.org.
Eyewear Gallery will host free learner’s permit
and driver’s license vision screenings Friday,
June 14, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the store,
428 Perkins Road Extended. Space is limited.
R.S.V.P. at 763-2020.
The Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel,
RedRover Sales & Marketing and Angela
Copeland will hold Memphis to Moore, a fundraiser for rebuilding efforts in Moore, Okla.,
Friday, June 14, at 7 p.m. at Westin, 170 Lt.

George W. Lee Ave. Funds will go to the Moore
Public Schools Tornado Relief Fund. Tickets
are $50 in advance and $60 at the door. Visit
memphistomoore.org.
The Church Health Center will hold its sixth
annual Men’s Health Summit Saturday, June
15, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the University
of Tennessee Health Sciences Center student
alumni center, 800 Madison Ave. The event will
teach men healthy living tips. Space is limited.
Call 261-8833.
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital will
host free tours of the St. Jude Dream Home
Saturday, June 15, and Sunday, June 16, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 45 Dalton Cove in Eads.
The house will be raffled June 23; tickets are
$100. Visit dreamhome.org.
Memphis Botanic Garden will present Earth,
Wind & Fire as part of the Live at the Garden
Summer Concert Series Saturday, June 15,
at 8:30 p.m. at the Garden, 750 Cherry Road.
Gates open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $45. Visit
liveatthegarden.com.
Agape Child & Family Services will hold
HeartLight 2013, featuring keynote speaker

Tim Tebow, Saturday, June 15, at 7 p.m. at
FedExForum, 191 Beale St. The event aims to
raise awareness and support for homelessness, orphan care and at-risk communities
in Memphis. Tickets start at $30. Visit agapemeanslove.org.
Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, June 19,
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at DeVry University,
6401 Poplar Ave., sixth floor. Cost is free. Visit
talkshoppe.biz.
The Rotary Club of Memphis East will meet
Wednesday, June 19, at noon at The Racquet
Club of Memphis, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. Jack
Sammons, chairman of the Memphis-Shelby
County Airport Authority, will speak. Cost is
$17. R.S.V.P. to Lee Hughes at lmhughes@
bellsouth.net.
Kiwanis Club of Memphis will meet
Wednesday, June 19, from noon to 1 p.m. at
The University Club of Memphis, 1346 Central
Ave. Bill Piper of masterIT will speak. Cost is
$18 for nonmembers.
Memphis Botanic Garden will hold Farmers’
Market at the Garden Wednesday, June 19,
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 750 Cherry Road. Visit
memphisbotanicgarden.com.
The Cooper-Young Business Association
will feature Underway Jazz as part of the Red
Hot Summer concert series Wednesday, June
19, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the gazebo at
Cooper Street and Young Avenue. Cost is free.
Visit cooperyoung.biz.
Memphis Light, Gas & Water Division will
hold a board meeting Thursday, June 20, at
1:30 p.m. in the MLGW board room, 220 S.
Main St. Visit mlgw.com.

» THE ARTS
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host the
Side Street Steppers as part of its Summer
Bistro Music Series Saturday, June 15, from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the bookstore, 387 Perkins
Road Extended. Visit thebooksellersatlaurelwood.com.
The Circuit Playhouse will present “Deathtrap” through June 30, at the theater, 51 S.
Cooper St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org for
times and tickets.
The city of Germantown will host The Millionaires as part of its Groovin’ and Chillin’ Concert
Series Tuesday, June 18, from 6 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the Kiwanis pavilion at Municipal Park
on Exeter Road. The free concert starts at 7
p.m.; hot dog and hamburger combos will
be available for purchase beforehand. Visit
germantown-tn.gov.
Dixon Gallery and Gardens will host Art After
Dark Thursday, June 20, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
at Dixon, 4339 Park Ave. The event will spotlight the “Bijoux parisiens: French jewelry from
the Petit Palais” exhibit and will include food
and music by Mister Adams. Cost is free with
museum admission. Visit dixon.org.
Hope House will hold Theatre for Hope,
featuring a benefit performance of “Singin’ in
the Rain” Thursday, June 20, at 7:30 p.m. at
Theatre Memphis, 630 Perkins Road Extended.
A silent auction, including vacations, gifts and
local services, starts at 6 p.m. Tickets are $25.
Visit hopehousememphis.org.
Playhouse on the Square will present “The
Color Purple” Friday, June 21, through July 14
at Playhouse, 66 S. Cooper St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org.

The Peabody Rooftop Party will be held
Thursday, June 20, from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at
The Peabody, 149 Union Ave. Tickets are $10.
Visit peabodymemphis.com or call 529-4000.

Shelby County Real Estate Road Show
Presented by Shelby County Trustee David Lenoir and Shelby County Land Bank
TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 2013  8:30 a.m.—10 a.m.
@ SHELBY COUNTY CODE ENFORCEMENT BUILDING (6465 Mullins Station Rd)
Shelby County Government owns thousands of properties it needs to SELL. Raw land and properties zoned COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL and RESIDENTIAL.
Come to the next Shelby County Real Estate Road Show co-sponsored by Shelby County Trustee David Lenoir and Chandler Reports to learn how to acquire
these properties. Attorneys will be on-hand to address your legal questions.
SPEAKERS:
Trustee David Lenoir will detail the Shelby County Tax Sale process and anti-blight initiative.
Shelby County Land Bank Administrator Dawn Kinard will discuss efforts to market county-owned
properties and walk attendees through its GIS-based marketing tool.
COST: FREE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 21, 2013

EVENT IS FREE, but space is limited. A light breakfast
will be provided, compliments of Chandler Reports
RSVP to Chris Sheffield
csheffield@shelbycountytrustee.com

Sponsored by:
David C. Lenoir
Shelby County Trustee

+
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Week of 6/3/13 - 6/9/13
crosswords

The Weekly
Crossword

Edited by Margie E. Burke

The Weekly Crossword

by Margie E. Burke

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
ACROSS
1 Sound boosters
14
15
16
5 Poker ploy
17
18
19
10 Deejay's bane
14 Calcutta attire
22
20
21
15 Like days of
yore
23
24
16 Edit menu
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
choice
17 Chug along
32
33
34
18 Artist's staple
35
36
37
20 2004 film
starring Paul
38
39
40
Giamatti
43
41
42
22 Make off with
livestock
44
45
23 Beaver's dad
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
24 Shopper's aid
25 Gloomy
53
54
55
28 Law firm
56
57
58
32 Email option
33 Nut-bearing tree 59
60
61
34 "Mad" role for
Copyright 2013 by The Puzzle Syndicate
Mel Gibson
35 Frenzied
DOWN
30 Feed
43 Sock pattern
36 Like some
1 Once-sacred
45 Hand-dyed
banqueters
31 Exercise, as
criticism
serpents
fabric
37 Prom partner
2 Neighbor of
46 Cathedral
influence
38 Cookbook
33 Type of
Algeria
recess
3 Give a nudge to
47 Think, old-style
direction
metabolism
39 Foundation
4 Site for some
36 Ensenada
48 Golfer's goal
40 Princeton
49 "____ Las
sales
estate
5 Prayer beads
37 Aversion
mascot
Vegas"
41 Not the norm
6 Adhesive resin 39 Tundra or
50 Must-have
43 State with
7 ____ of March
51 Rocky peak
desert, e.g.
8 Stage scenery
40 Romanov ruler 52 Where the
confidence
44 Muddy the
9 Infringe upon
42 Like some
Clintons met
10 Group within a
54 Use a Singer
waters
nouns
45 Sitter's
group
Answer to Last Week's Crossword
11 It's tied at the
challenge
M E S A
S C O P E
F L I P
46 Where charity
altar
S A B E R
R I D E
O V A L
12 One to worship
begins
E M O T E
E L L A
L E G O
49 Hobo's crime
13 Facebook
B E T
A S T E R
D R O O P
53 Tendency
user's "nudge"
F A M E
I T C H
55 Medicinal fluids 19 China cabinet
T D S
C A R E F U L
D V I
56 Shoe part
21 Guarded
N O N U N I O N
H E A L T H
57 Jersey iceman 24 Lock of hair
A D A G E
N A I L
R U B E
58 Color on San
25 Movie genre
F I E R C E
E C L I P T I C
Week
of 6/3/13
- 6/9/13
26 Make
Jose Sharks
a payment
A M A T E U R
Y E T
W E E
27 Model-building
uniforms
S C A B
F L I T
59 Washstand
adhesive
M E L E E
E L F
S E T I N
28 Storm, to a
pitcher
S T E A K
A I D E
E M I T
P E A C E
C L E W
M I N T
60 Battling insomnia
sailor
O R E O
A S H E N
H E A T
61 Result of honing 29 PR concern

Sudoku

Edited by Margie E. Burke
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Difficulty : Easy
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HOW
TO SOLVE:

HOW TO PLAY

Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the numbers 1

to 9; and each set of 3 by 3

boxes must contain the

numbers 1 to 9.

Answer to Last Week's Sudoku



























































































PRESENTS

Memphis: The Summer Experience
10 free events for college and graduate students who
are interning in Memphis for the summer to:
•Connect with peers
•Network with established business and community leaders
•Grow professionally
•Experience the best of Memphis!
Registration required. To register visit
www.newmemphis.org
Thank you to our sponsors:
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public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated January 12, 2007, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded December 4, 2012,
as Instrument No. 12007171 in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Fayette
County, Tennessee, executed by Jennifer J. Ihrie, conveying certain property
therein described to Robert M. Wilson,
Jr. as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. solely as
Nominee for Countrywide Bank, N.A. and
Countrywide Bank, N.A. Successors and
Assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on June 24, 2013
on or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 12, Phase II, The Cedars Subdi‑
vision, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Book 8, Page 52, in the
register’s office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 170 Cedar Trace

Drive North, Arlington, Tennessee
38002
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Jen‑
nifer J. Ihrie; Builder Specialties, Inc.;
Countrywide Bank, N.A.; Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Countrywide Bank, N.A.;
Bank of America
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
726‑146490
DATED May 28, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 31, June 7, 14, 2013 Fin11526
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 28, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded June 4, 2004, at Book D729,
Page 274 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by John R. Pinckley, Sr. and
Teresa F. Pinckley, conveying certain
property therein described to Wilson &
Associates, PLLC as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Decision One Mortgage Company, LLC, its successors and

assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on July 1, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 57, in the B.E.I. Subdivision, a
plat of which appears of record in Plat
Book 2, Page 181, in the Register’s
Office of Fayette County, Tennessee
reference to which plat is here made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 345 Randy Road,
Eads, Tennessee 38028‑3425
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: John
R. Pinckley Sr.; Teresa F. Pinckley;
Branch Banking and Trust Company
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
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Just a whole lot of somebodies.
We think you’ll agree – there’s not a more
powerful advertising vehicle for reaching

the city’s professional community.
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announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
902‑226830
DATED May 22, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 31, June 7, 14, 2013 Fin11527
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 8, 2003, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded April 17, 2003, at Book D665,
Page 742 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Larry Dowdy and Susan
Dowdy, conveying certain property
therein described to H. Mark Beanblossom as Trustee for First Horizon Home
Loan Corporation d/b/a First Tennessee
Home Loans; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on July 1, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of Trust,
said property being real estate situated
in Fayette County, Tennessee, and being
more particularly described as follows:
Lots 56 and 57, Phase IV, Plantation
Estates Subdivision, as shown on plat
of record in Plat Book 6, Page 48, in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 570 Stewart Road,
Eads, Tennessee 38028
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Larry
Dowdy; Susan Dowdy; First Tennessee
Bank National Association
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931‑235586
DATED May 29, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 7, 14, 21, 2013
Fin11528
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated December 4, 2009, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded December 28, 2009, as
Instrument No. 09008292 in Office of
the Register of Deeds for Fayette County,
Tennessee, executed by Alexander R.
Mautz and Kristy M. Mautz, conveying
certain property therein described to
Robert L. Crawford as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Evolve Bank &
Trust, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby

given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 8, 2013 on or about
10:00 A.M., at the Fayette County
Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee,
offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Fayette
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 12, Bonne Terre Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
8, Page 14, in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 130 Bonne Terre
Drive, Eads, Tennessee 38028‑
3339
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Alexander R. Mautz; Kristy M. Mautz;
Wachovia Bank, National Association;
SouthTrust Mortgage Corporation
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑236001
DATED May 31, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 7, 14, 21, 2013
Fin11530
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 29, 2002, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded December 10, 2002, at Book
D648, Page 50 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Steve Stanley, conveying
certain property therein described to
Arnold M. Weiss, Esq., as Trustee for
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 8, 2013 on or about
10:00 A.M., at the Fayette County
Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee,
offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Fayette
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 202, Section B, Terra Alta Lake
Subdivision, Plat Book 4, Page 10,
in the Register’s Office for Fayette
County, Tennessee to which plat
reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 875 Heaven
Hill Drive, Somerville, Tennessee
38068
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
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any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Steve
Stanley
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑88461
DATED June 5, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11534
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 3, 2009, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded April 8, 2009, as Instrument
No. 09002283 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Neil Hancock and Michelle
Hancock, conveying certain property
therein described to Leonard E. Van
Eaton, Atty., as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
a separate corporation acting solely as
Nominee for First Choice Funding, Inc.
and First Choice Funding Inc.’s Successors and Assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on July 29, 2013
on or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 21, Belle Meade Subdivision,
Phase 2, as shown on plat of record
in Plat Book 7, Page 58, in the
Register’s Office of Fayette County,
Tennessee, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 120 Austin Drive,
Oakland, Tennessee 38060‑4088
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Neil
Hancock; Michelle Hancock
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑232070
DATED June 5, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11539

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated November 7, 2011, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded December 19, 2011,
at Book 1917, Page 882 in Office of
the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Mary
Murphy, conveying certain property
therein described to Joseph B. Pitt Jr.
as Trustee for MetLife Home Loans,
a Division of MetLife Bank, N.A.; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 18, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
All that certain parcel of land situ‑
ated in the County of Madison, State
of Tennessee, being known and
designated as metes and bounds
property and being more fully de‑
scribed in Deed Book 684, Page 632,
Dated 10/31/2006 and Recorded
11/02/2006 in Madison County
records.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1723 Campbell
Street, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property: Mary Murphy; Secretary of
Housing & Urban Development; The
Estate of Mary Murphy; The Unknown
Heirs of The Estate of Mary Murphy;
The Unknown Executor of The Estate
of Mary Murphy; Betty A. Smith Barton
as Trustee of the Betty A Smith Barton
Trust
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1204‑232255
DATED May 22, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 31, June 7, 14, 2013 Fin11524
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated June 30, 2008, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded July 9, 2008, at
Book T1837, Page 594 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Leroy Ozier and
Carolyn Ozier, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Attorney at Law, Weiss Spicer, PLLC as
Trustee for Residential Loan Centers
of America, Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having

been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 25, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
A certain tract or parcel of land lo‑
cated in Madison County, Tennessee,
described as follows to‑wit:
Being Lot Number 44, Section IV‑
V, Forest Hills, Subdivision, a plat
of which appears of record in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, in Plat Book 2, Page 214,
dated April 30, 1969, and filed for
record May 27, 1969.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 18 Wildleaf Cove,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Leroy
Ozier; Carolyn Ozier; Secretary of Hous‑
ing & Urban Development
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1626‑234621
DATED May 22, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 31, June 7, 14, 2013 Fin11525
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated February 10, 2004, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded February 18, 2004,
at Book T1557, Page 753 in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Jimmie
Lee Joiner, conveying certain property
therein described to Charles Patterson
as Trustee for First Horizon Home Loan
Corporation d/b/a First Tennessee
Home Loans; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
The following described real estate
lying and being in the Third Civil
District of Madison County, Tennes‑
see, and more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin, the same
being the Northeast corner of Robert
Cornatzer and the Southeast corner

of the property herein described and
being 30 feet West of the center
line of Pipkin Road; thence along
Conatzer’s North boundary line,
North 87 degrees 30 minutes West,
212.12 feet to stake, the same being
the Southwest corner of the property
herein described and the Southeast
corner of Steve Joiner tract; thence
along Steve Joiner’s East boundary
line, North 3 degrees 48 minutes
West, 196.5 feet to an iron pin, the
same being the Northwest corner of
the property herein described and
being a Ell corner of Steve Joiner;
thence along Steve Joiner’s South
boundary line North 86 degrees 12
minutes East 160 feet to an iron
pin, the same being 30 feet West of
the center of Pipkin Road and being
the Northeast corner of the property
herein described and the Southeast
corner of Steve Joiner; thence along
a line 30 feet West of and parallel
to the center line of Pipkin Road as
follows: South 3 degrees 11 minutes
East, 38.01 feet; South 19 degrees
21 minutes East, 191.19 feet to the
point of beginning and containing 0.9
Acres more or less, and being a lot in
the Southeast corner of the 6.1 acre
tract being retained by Steve Joiner,
a 25.8 acre tract having already been
sold to the Hall Brothers.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 153 Pipkin Road,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Jim‑
mie Lee Joiner; First Tennessee Bank
National Association; First Tennessee
Bank National Association
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931‑235762
DATED May 30, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 7, 14, 21, 2013
Fin11529
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated August 14, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded August 18, 2008, at
Book T1840, Page 52 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Susan Cole
and Tim Cole, conveying certain property
therein described to Kathy Winstead as
Trustee for JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the North
margin of Lohrig Road, said pin being
250 feet Southwest from the original
Southwest corner of a tract owned by
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Vernon Knight, as recorded in Deed
Book 302, Page 161, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
thence with the North margin of Lohrig
Road South 76 degree 42 minutes
West a distance of 100 feet to an
iron pin; thence North 13 degrees 25
minutes West a distance of 443.08
feet to an iron pin; thence North 76
degrees 35 minutes East a distance
of 100 feet to an iron pin; thence
South 13 degrees 25 minutes East a
distance of 441.54 feet to the point
of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 339 Lohrig Road,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Susan
Cole; Tim Cole
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑174229
DATED June 4, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11531
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 16, 2005, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded November 18, 2005, at
Book T1719, Page 296 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Linda Kay
McElroy and Danny D. McElroy, conveying certain property therein described to
Bradley Owens as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for First Horizon Home
Loan Corporation D/B/A First Tennessee Home Loans, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lying and being situate in Madison
County, Tennessee, and more particu‑
larly described as follows, to‑wit:
Beginning at a point in the West
margin of Eagle Ridge Drive, said
point being the Northeast corner
Continued on page 36
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of Lot Number 57 in Section V‑B of
Eagle Point Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
8, Page 34, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee; runs
thence South 88 degrees 03 minutes
04 seconds West, with the North line
of Lot Number 57, 417.80 feet to a
point; thence North 22 degrees 53
minutes 33 seconds West 130.00
feet to the Southwest corner of Lot
Number 37; thence South 89 degrees
07 minutes 43 seconds East, with the
South line of Lot Number 37, 486.50
feet to the West margin of Eagle Ridge
Drive; thence in a Southerly direc‑
tion with the West margin of Eagle
Ridge Drive and the curve thereof a
distance of 100.02 feet to the point
of beginning. Being Lot Number 58 in
Section V‑B of Eagle Point Subdivision
as surveyed by Jim Akin & Associates
on July 8, 1999. (Legal description
taken from prior deed.)
ALSO KNOWN AS: 151 Eagle Ridge
Drive, Oakfield, Tennessee 38362
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Linda
Kay McElroy; Danny D. McElroy; First
Tennessee Bank National Associa‑
tion; Tennessee Housing Development
Agency; First Auto Inc.; National City
Mortgage Co.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931‑220007
DATED June 7, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11532
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated September 26, 2007, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 3, 2007, at
Book T1813, Page 968 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by James L. Azbill, conveying certain property therein
described to Allen E. Schwartz, Esq., as
Trustee for Transland Financial Services;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 8, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
A certain tract or parcel of land
located in the First Civil District of
Madison County, Tennessee, de‑
scribed as follows to‑wit:
Beginning at a stake in the West
margin of the Chester Levee Road at
a point 96 feet North of the Northeast
corner of the Alexander (formerly

J.W.L. Murchison) property; runs
thence North with the West margin
of said road 96 feet to a stake at
the Southeast corner of the James
D. Stanfill tract and in the North line
of the tract described in the deed of
Travis L. Weir to William D. Weir of
record in Deed Book 208, Page 445
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; runs thence
West 540 feet, more or less, to a
stake at the Northeast corner of the
tract conveyed by William D. Weir to
Norvel Hickman and T.A. Whitehurst,
said point being 192.5 feet East of
the Northwest corner of the tract
conveyed by Travis L. Weir to Wil‑
liam D. Weir, by deed above referred
to; runs thence South with the East
line of said Hickman and Whitehurst
tract 96 feet to a stake; thence East
540 feet, more or less, to the point
of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 527 Chester Levee
Road, Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: James
L. Azbill; Secretary of Housing & Urban
Development; Heir(s) of James L. Azbill,
if any; Estate of James L. Azbill
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1412‑231272
DATED June 6, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11533
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 2, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 26, 2004, at Book T1599,
Page 737 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Homer Boone, Carrie Boone
and Carrie Boone, conveying certain
property therein described to Larry A.
Weissman as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for SouthStar Funding,
LLC, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 37, Saddle Tree Subdivision, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
8, Page 225, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 17 Saddle Tree
Drive, Humboldt, Tennessee 38343
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;

any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Homer Boone; EMC Mortgage Corpo‑
ration; Donnie Jones; Carrie Boone;
Timbuktu, Inc.; Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems as nominee for
EMC Mortgage Corporation; Carrie
Boone; Shirley Wilson; Elite Recovery
Services, Inc.; Capital One Bank (USA),
NA; Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems as nominee for Timbuktu, Inc.;
Timbuktu, Inc.; Donnie Jones; Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.;
Edna L. Jones
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑143537
DATED June 10, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11535
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated August 31, 1992, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded August 31, 1992,
at Book 890, Page 818 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Jimmy R. Odle
and Julia A. Odle, conveying certain
property therein described to Wallace
Tidwell, Rutherford Co., Thomas Staten,
Sumner Co., Brenda Archbold, Sumner
Co., or Robert M. Tabbutt, Shelby Co.,
Tennessee, as Trustee for Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, an Officer of the United
State of America; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 11, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Property in the Tenth Civil District,
County of Madison, and State of Ten‑
nessee to wit:
Beginning at a point in the East margin
of the Lowery Road, said point being
960.5 feet Southeast of the West
boundary of Chickasaw Estates, Inc,
as measured along the margin of said
road; runs thence North 87 degrees
East 351 feet to a point; thence South
11 degrees East 100 feet to a point;
thence South 82 degrees 30 minutes
West 375 feet to a point in the East
margin of Lowery Road; thence in a
Northeasterly direction with the East
margin of Lowery Road 125 feet to
the point of beginning, containing
0.9 acres.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 345 Lowery Road,
Medon, Tennessee 38356
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any

matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Michael
Todd Odle; Sandra Leatherwood; Kristy
Jo Odle; Diane Ross; Sandra Leather‑
wood and Diane Ross; Jimmy R. Odle;
Julia A. Odle
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑125775
DATED June 11, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11540
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Tipton County
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on Tues‑
day, June 25, 2013 at 12:00 noon at
the North entrance of the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, TN pursuant to
Deed of Trust executed by Michael W.
Kent and Tiffany Kent to Charles M.
Ennis, Trustee, recorded at Book 1490,
Page 826, amended at Book 1492, Page
936 and conducted by Clifton E. Darnell,
Substitute Trustee, all of record in the
Tipton Co. Register’s Office.
Owner of Debt: Patriot Bank
The following real estate located in
Tipton Co., TN will be sold to the highest cash bidder subject to all unpaid
taxes, prior liens and encumbrances
of record:
Parcel I: Description of the subject
property being Tract 1 and Tract 2 of
the Aubrey A. Wring property as recorded
in Deed Book 1244, Page 926 in the
Register’s Office of Tipton County:
Commencing in the intersection of the
southeast right of way line of Hwy 51
(north bound lane) being 30 feet perpendicular to the original centerline of
Hwy 51 No. and 70 feet perpendicular
to the present centerline of Hwy 51 as
widened according to the TN Department
of Transportation Project #84002-223104 as outlined on Sheet No. 11, thence
northeastwardly along the southeast
right-of-way line of Hwy 51, North 13
degrees 47 minutes 03 seconds East,
a call & measure distance of 680.0
feet to a set iron pin with cap labeled
Boals 613 and being the True Point of
Beginning of the subject property and
the southwest corner of Tract 1 of the
Aubrey A. Wring property, also being
the northwest corner of The Industrial
Dev. Board of the Town of Covington as
recorded in Deed Book 1358, Page 662;
Thence northeastwardly along the east
right of way line of Hwy 51 along a curve
to the right having a radius of 5,729.58
feet an arc length of 520.60 feet; a
chord bearing of North 19 degrees 10
minutes 52 seconds East and a chord
distance of 520.42 feet to a set iron
pin with cap being the northwest corner
of Tract 1, also being the southwest
corner of Tract 2, thence continuing
along the east right of way line of Hwy
51 along a curve to the right having a
radius of 5,729.58 feet an arc length
of 99.98 feet; a chord bearing of North
22 degrees 17 minutes 03 seconds
East and a chord distance of 99.98
feet to a set iron pin with cap #613
being the northwest corner of Tract 2,
also being the southwest corner of the
Danny Chapman property as recorded
in Deed Book 800, Page 968; Thence
southeastwardly along the north line
of Tract 2, also being the south line of
the Danny Chapman property South 78
degrees 24 minutes 40 seconds East,
a distance of 420.80 feet to a set iron
pin with cap #613 being the northeast
corner of Tract 2, and being a southeast
corner of Danny Chapman and in the
west line of Joe Naifeh, et al property as
recorded in Deed Book 792, Page 577;
Thence southeastwardly along the east

line of Tract 2, also being the west line
of Naifeh, South 0 degrees 03 minutes
24 seconds East, a distance of 100.31
feet to a set iron pin with cap #613 being
the southeast corner of Tract 2, a corner
of the Naifeh property and in the north
line of Tract 1; Thence southeastwardly
along the north line of Tract 1,also being a south line of Naifeh, South 78
degrees 24 minutes 40 seconds East,
a distance of 79.52 feet to a set iron
pin with cap #613 being the northeast
corner of Tract 1 and in the west right of
way line of the Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence southwardly along the east line
of Tract 1 and the west line of the above
railroad, South 5 degrees 25 minutes
16 seconds East, a call and measure
of 571.94 feet to a set iron pin with
cap #613 being the southeast corner
of Tract 1, also the northeast corner of
The Industrial Dev. Board of the Town
of Covington; Thence northwestwardly
along the south line of Tract 1 and the
north line of The Industrial Dev. Board of
the Town of Covington property, North 75
degrees 59 minutes 46 seconds West,
a distance of 737.05 feet to the Point of
Beginning and containing approximately
8.4786 acres or 369,327 square feet.
Being the same property conveyed to
Grantor by Warranty Deed recorded
at Inst. No. 141577 and Record Book
1490, Page 823-825 recorded in Tipton
Co. Register’s Office.
The above-described real estate is commonly known as:
974 Hwy 51 North, Covington, TN (tax
parcel no.: 01-025K-B-016.00) and
978 Hwy 51 North, Covington, TN (tax
parcel no.: 01-025C-A-009.00)
Parcel II: Description of the subject property being Parcel l, Lot 1 and Parcel 2 of
the Patriot Bank property as recorded
in Deed Book 1454, Page 446 and an
alley closing in Deed Book 1460, Page
833 in the Register’s Office for Tipton
County: Beginning at a set Iron pin with
cap “Boals 613” in the Intersection of
the east right of way line of North Maple
Street being 30 feet perpendicular to
the centerline and the north right of way
line of East Liberty Ave. being 30 feet
perpendicular to the centerline which
is the southwest corner of Parcel 2 of
the Patriot Bank property as recorded
in Deed Book 1454, Page 446; Thence
northeastwardly along the east right of
way line of North Maple, North 0 degrees
0 minutes 0 seconds East, passing the
northwest corner of Parcel 2 at 247.50
feet which is also the southwest corner
of the Patriot Bank property as recorded
in Deed Book 1460, Page 833 being
a closed alley, passing the northwest
corner of the closed alley at 257.75 feet
which is also the southwest corner of
Lot 2, passing the northwest corner of
Lot 2 at 307.75 feet which is also the
southwest corner of Parcel 1 but in all
345.25 feet to a set iron pin with cap
being the northwest corner of Parcel
I, also being the southwest corner of
the Tracey K. Yelvington property as
recorded in Deed Book 1313, Page
953; Thence northeastwardly along
the north line of Parcel 1, also being
the south line of Tracey K. Yelvington
and Watkins Residential as recorded in
Deed Book 877, Page 644, North 89
degrees 59 minutes 4 seconds East,
a call of 215.00 feet but a measure
of 225.0’ to a set iron pin with cap
the northeast corner of Parcel 1, also
being the southeast corner of Watkins
Residential property and located in the
west line of North Tipton Street; Thence
southwardly along the west line of North
Tipton Street being 15 feet west and
perpendicular to the centerline, South
0 degrees 0 minutes 0 seconds West,
a call and measure of 87.50 feet to a
set iron pin with cap being the southeast
corner of Parcel 1, also being a northeast
corner of the William A. Peeler property
as recorded in Deed Book 1460, Page
830 being a closed alley; Thence
southwestwardly along the south line
of Parcel 1, also being the north line of
Peeler, South 89 degrees 59 minutes
04 seconds West, a call and measure
of 98.30 feet to a set iron pin with cap
#613 being the northwest corner of the
Peeler property, also being the northeast
corner of the Patriot Bank property as
recorded in Deed Book 1460, Page
833; Thence southwardly along the
east line of the Patriot Bank property,
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also the west line of the Peeler property,
South 0 degrees 0 minutes 0 seconds
West, passing the southeast corner of
the Patriot Bank property in Deed Book
1460, Page 833 at 10.25 feet which is
also the northeast corner of Parcel 2 of
the Patriot Bank property In Deed Book
1454, Page 446, passing the southwest
corner of the William Peeler property in
Deed Book 1460, Page 830, also being the northwest corner of the Peeler
property In Deed Book 491, Page 490
at 11.25 feet but in all 257.75 feet to a
set iron pin with cap being the southeast
comer of Parcel 2 of the Patriot Bank
property in Deed Book 1454, also being
the southwest corner of Peeler located
In the north right of way line of East
Liberty Ave.; Thence southwestwardly
along the north right of way line of East
Liberty, South 89 degrees 59 minutes 4
seconds West, a call of 130.0 feet but
a measure of 127.0 feet to the Point of
Beginning and containing approximately
1.2034 acres of 52,422 square feet by
calculation. Being the same property
conveyed to Grantor by Deed of record
in Deed Book 1463, Pages 50-52 in
Tipton Co. Register’s Office.
The above-described real estate is commonly known as:
200 North Maple, Covington, TN (Parcel
ID: 01-041C-C-004)
204 E. Liberty Ave., Covington, TN
(Parcel ID: 01-041C-C-005).
Owner(s) of Properties: Michael Kent
and Tiffany Kent
Other Interested Parties: Tennessee
Business Development Corporation,
Small Business Administration, America Closeout Wholesale, LLC, Glankler
Brown PLLC, C.H. Robinson Co., Kimbrough Crossings, LLC
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, homestead and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned, will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee.
This is an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Clifton E. Darnell, Substitute Trustee
May 31, June 7, 14, 2013 Fin11522
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 4, 2002, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded November 6, 2002, at Book
1030, Page 639 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Rebecca Dawn Frazier and
Kevin Michael Frazier, conveying certain
property therein described to John W.
Byrd as Trustee for Bartlett Mortgage,
Inc.; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on August 7, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 27, The Village at Brighton, Sec‑
tion B, as recorded in Plat Cabinet
C, Slide 171, in the Register’s Of‑
fice of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 364 Miss Helen
Circle, Brighton, Tennessee 38011‑
3633
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority

created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Rebecca
Dawn Frazier; Kevin Michael Frazier;
Melissa C. Berry, Attorney at Law
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑227340
DATED June 6, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11537
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 1, 2004, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded April 16, 2004, at
Book 1133, Page 683 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Phillip E.
Hutcherson, conveying certain property
therein described to Nancy F. MacDonald as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Greater Atlantic Mortgage Corporation, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 24, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 5, Maple Woods Village, Section
A, as recorded in Plat Cabinet F, Slide
164‑B, of the Tipton County Regis‑
ter’s Office, to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular

description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1890 Maple Drive,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Phillip E.
Hutcherson; Atlantic Credit & Finance
Inc. Assignee from Capital One; Capital
One Bank (USA), N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑171940
DATED June 10, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11536
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated February 28, 2002, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded March 18, 2002, at Book 992,
Page 530 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Russell C. Gaines and Gloria
J. Gaines, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq., as Trustee for Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage, Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on July 31, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly

waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Situated in the 7th Civil District of
Tipton County, Tennessee, and being
known as a parcel of land conveyed
to Russell Gaines by deed recorded
in Deed Book 896, Page 210, of
the Tipton County Register’s Office,
further bounded and described as
follows:
Beginning at a Southwesterly corner
of land conveyed to Christi Huffman
Smith by deed recorded in Deed Book
649, Page 772, in the Tipton County
Register’s Office, said corner lying
in the northerly right of way of the
Illinois Central Railroad and Poplar
Street; thence along said Northerly
Right of Way, South 49 degrees 06
minutes 30 seconds West a distance
of 174.21 feet to a Southeasterly
corner of land conveyed to Peggy Y.
Huffman by deed recorded in Deed
Book 384, Page 398, in the Tipton
County Register’s Office; thence
along an Easterly line of land so
conveyed to Peggy Y. Huffman, North
08 degrees 57 minutes 50 seconds
West a distance of 101.64 feet to
an interior corner thereof; thence
along a southerly line of land so
conveyed to Peggy Y. Huffman, North
50 degrees 32 minutes 10 seconds
East a distance of 171.60 feet to a
Southeasterly corner thereof lying in
a Westerly line of land so conveyed
to Christi Huffman Smith; thence
along said Westerly line, South 08
degrees 57 minutes 50 seconds East
a distance of 96.60 feet to the place
of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 187 South Poplar
Street, Brighton, Tennessee 38011‑
4216

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Russell
C. Gaines; Gloria J. Gaines
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑230099
DATED June 5, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
June 14, 21, 28, 2013
Fin11538
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C-Section Rise Speaks
To Other Concerns

M

ore than a third of
the babies born
in 2011 at the 69
hospitals that
deliver babies in
Tennessee were
born by cesarean section, according to
the Tennessee Department of Health.
The rates are rising for women
across categories of race, ethnicity, age
and weight throughout the country.
As our cover story points out, there
is evidence that cultural factors and
labor management practices play a
significant role in what should be a
medical decision. And that is the cause
for concern. Is fear of a lawsuit and the
ensuing impact on insurance costs for
physicians prompting a move to a medical procedure that is not necessary and
may not be a mother’s first choice?
The truth is someone can file a lawsuit over anything. And a lawsuit that
is dismissed as soon as a judge looks
at it is still expensive. But C-sections
as defensive medicine aren’t even an
effective defense and they are unethical
when done solely for those reasons.
We acknowledge the complexity
of the issue and the need for baseline
data. Any focused look at cesarean sections at the hospital level and the factors that lead to them is likely to have
the effect of a more detailed medical
explanation.
We hope medical practices will
acknowledge the need to talk with
women more on this issue in a two way
exchange that not only informs women
but also influences business practices.
More importantly, a woman’s health

He Said, She Said, Part 2

must never be a secondary consideration to business practices.
Women looking at the data have a
right to be concerned about what the
data show so far.
We had no problem in our cover
story finding doctors who acknowledged medical malpractice carriers are
playing a role in decisions like whether
women whose first child was born by
cesarean should attempt a vaginal birth
if they have other children. Local doctors say the carriers strongly discourage
the practice even though most medical
experts agree most women can safely
attempt such a birth.
While we are acknowledging reality,
let’s acknowledge that far too many
doctors view patients who look things
up or ask questions as a questioning of
their authority.
We constantly hear that you should
take questions to your doctor. Take the
things you see when you Google something or find it online. They won’t mind.
But how many of us see a doctor
dismiss it out of hand or appear to just
barely tolerate such an inquiry?
Doctors are right when they insist
that there are too many barriers between the doctor-patient relationship.
Knowledge about the practice of
medicine on a broad basis is not one of
those barriers. Neither are legitimate
questions raised by statistics about how
business practices affect decisions on
how and when to treat a patient.
If this is business and we are consumers, then dealing with questions
about the business should be par for
the course.

there to learn their way around.” Evan Esar.
Finishing what I started last
“When a man seems to have a vacant
week. More “humorous” quotes. Which I
stare, it’s possible that a woman is occupycame up with for use in a “new” puzzleing his mind.” Source unknown.
game. And which the editors rejected. That I
“The worst thing about a bore is not that
ultimately came up with 30 deemed accepthe won’t stop talking, but that he won’t let
able now seems miraculous.
“Do you ever get the feeling that the only you stop listening.” Laurence J. Peter
“I never dared be radical
reason we have elections is
when young for fear it would
to find out if the polls were
make me conservative when
right?” Robert Orben.
old.” Robert Frost. Okay, I admit
“For a man to remain a
that’s not LOL funny … but from
bachelor calls for a cool head
Robert Frost?!
– or cold feet.” Evan Esar. This
“(‘Gone with the Wind’) is
was deemed dated. On reflecgoing to be one of the biggest
tion, I agree.
white elephants of all time.”
“Maybe the answer to
VIC FLEMING Victor Fleming. Not, not me. The
selective service is to start
I SWEAR
guy who directed “Gone with the
everyone off in the army and
Wind.” Perhaps it’s only funny if
draft them for civilian life as
you know who he was and what the future
needed.” Bill Vaughan. I think this is hysteriheld in store.
cal.
“Marriage is the alliance of two people,
“Conscience doesn’t prevent them
one of whom never remembers birthdays
committing all the sins there are, but it
and the other, who never forgets them.”
keeps them from getting any fun out of it.”
Ogden Nash.
Christopher Morley. Morley was alluding to
“I never drink coffee
something “Pop used
at lunch. I find it keeps
to say about the Presme awake for the afterbyterians.”
noon.” Ronald Reagan.
“The best way to
Fleming’s weekly puzzle Page 33
“You can live to be a
keep children home
hundred if you give up
is to make the home
atmosphere pleasant – and let the air out of all the things that make you want to.” Woody
Allen.
the tires.” Dorothy Parker. The very concept
“Nostalgia is like a grammar lesson: you
of keeping kids home was tagged passe.
find the present tense, but the past perfect.”
“There ain’t nothing that breaks up
homes and nations like someone publishing Richard Lederer.
“Only in America could Larry the Cable
their memoirs.” Will Rogers.
Guy get a show on the History Channel.”
“There are two kinds of fools. One says,
Andy Kindler.
‘This is old, therefore it is good.’ The other
says, ‘This is new, therefore it is better’.”
Vic Fleming is a district court judge in
Laurence L. Peter. Okay, this isn’t funny, but
Little Rock, Ark., where he also teaches at the
it sure is clever!
William H. Bowen School of Law. Contact
“There would be fewer accidents in the
him at vicfleming@att.net.
home if people would spend enough time

I Swear Crossword

The Costco Connection – Limes, Avocados and Toilet Paper
MEMPHIS IN COSTCO.
Have you ever noticed that what
appears to be of a reasonable size in
Costco grows in volume and dimension
with every mile between Costco and
home?
Sure, you need a little lime in your
gin and tonic, but there are 50 of them
in that green net bag you just dragged
into the kitchen and squeezed onto
the counter next to those 27 avocados. That lobster dip you sampled was
terrific, but that tub you brought home
would keep all of Bar Harbor happy for
the summer.
The average Starbucks doesn’t
stock as much Caffè Verona as you
do now. Clinics are coming to you for
antacid pills. If FedExForum runs out
of toilet paper, come on over to your
garage. That stuffed bear is so big it not
only scares your grandbaby, the fact
that you bought it scares the hell out

MEMPHASIS

dan conaway

of you. You didn’t need to eat that hot
dog the size of a fireplace log, but you
had to because that dog and a refillable
drink for a buck fifty is one of the five
best deals in America and the other
four don’t count.
And that silly cheap price on an
80-inch Vizio doesn’t fit in your trunk or
your backseat, much less above a 60inch mantel or under any roof outside
of a movieplex.
We just returned from one of those
big sweeping trips visiting family
and friends and rest stops on several
interstate systems in several states. In

the Amish country of Pennsylvania, we
played with our daughter and son-inlaw, winding our way through charming
villages and markets, and eating steaks
and a key lime pie we bought at Costco.
In Washington, D.C., three old brothers
sipped old whiskey on a patio in the
shadow of the National Cathedral, and
tried to finish that Costco key lime pie
hubcap we brought from Pennsylvania.
In Wilmington, N.C., five couples
that have known each other since college sat on a porch beneath Spanish
moss above a high tide, and laughed
about all the stupid crap we’ve bought
at various Costcos when we meant to
buy something else.
Beach chairs and books instead of
shrimp. Cupcakes and roasted chicken
salad instead of detergent. In Atlanta,
on the last night of the trip, three guys
cooked out in the rain, grilling lamb
chops from Costco.

But it’s not the just the generic jumboness of Costco we all share any more
than it’s just the small world nostalgia
of neighborhood memories, or long
gone watering holes, long tall tales, and
long lost friends that give us common
ground. All of those are part and parcel
of the common ground we grew in.
This ground.
I’ve learned that it’s not the place
we’re in, but the place in us that connects us wherever we are.
I’m a Memphian, happy to be home,
and I want all y’all to come over. I have
enough limes and avocados to make
limeade and guacamole for everybody.
And plenty of toilet paper.
Dan Conaway is a lifelong Memphian, longtime adman and aspiring
local character in a city known for them.
Reach him at dan@wakesomebodyup.
com.

www.thememphisnews.com

June 14-20, 2013 39

www.thememphisnews.com

40 June 14-20, 2013

Customized Lists
at Your Fingertips!

Create your own personalized set of Marketing Leads
with The Daily News Online Custom List Builder tool!

ONLINE SERVICES

Would you like to market your services to New Homeowners in specific areas? Or see a list of
recently Foreclosed Properties in Shelby County?
With the Custom List Builder Tool you can build custom lists of new homeowners, mortgages,
building permits, new utility connections, business licenses, marriage licenses and more!
Purchase marketing leads for as low as 15¢ per record! We can also customize your lists for you
based on your target audience!

Start building your lists today! Simply select your list type and narrow down the
results using your own unique criteria. Choose from:

• New Home Owners (Property Sales)
• Marriage Licenses
• Mortgages
• Mortgage Releases
• Bankruptcy Filings
• Divorce Filings

• New Utility Connections
• Foreclosure Notices
• Foreclosed Properties
• Building Permits
• And More!

Contact Wendy Greenlaw at 901.528.5273 or
wendy@memphisdailynews.com for a quote or to learn more!

