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Beale Street Music Festival highlights the Memphis in May International Festival, which draws Memphians and tourists alike to town for a variety of events.

14 Sports
After winning Game 2 in Oklahoma City, the Memphis Grizzlies look to take 2-1 series
advantage against the Thunder with a home game on Saturday.
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Jobless Aid Applications
Fall to Five-Year Low
The number of Americans who applied
for unemployment benefits fell by 4,000
last week to a seasonally adjusted 323,000,
a five-year low. Layoffs have returned to
pre-recession levels, a trend that could
lead to more hiring.
The Labor Department said Thursday
that the less volatile four-week average
dropped 6,250 to 336,750. That’s the fewest
since November 2007, one month before
the Great Recession began.
Applications are a proxy for layoffs.
Weekly applications have fallen about 9
percent since November and are now at a
level consistent with a healthy economy.
The last time weekly applications were
lower was in January 2008, when they were
321,000.
Economists were largely encouraged
by the decline.
“This is a very positive trend and we
should embrace it,” Jennifer Lee, an economist at BMO Capital Markets, said in an
email to clients.
The job market has also improved over
the past six months. Net job gains have
averaged 208,000 a month from November
through April. That’s up from only 138,000
a month in the previous six months.
Much of the job growth has come
from fewer layoffs – not increased hiring.
Layoffs fell in January to the lowest level on
records dating back 12 years, though they
have risen moderately since then. Overall
hiring remains far below pre-recession
levels and unemployment remains high at
7.5 percent.

Sculpture Returns To
Civil Rights Museum
Five months after it was moved out
of the National Civil Rights Museum, the
7,000-pound bronze sculpture that was
once in the museum’s lobby is back in
the museum as it is undergoing a major
renovation.
The reinstallation of “Movement to
Overcome” began Thursday, May 9, with
sculptor Michael Pavlovsky along to watch
the process of moving the work he created
in 1991.
The entrance is among the areas of the

museum that will change in the first major
renovation of the facility since its opening
in 1991.
The $27 million renovation will update
technology in the museum and incorporate long-time exhibits with new areas
that will add to the story of the civil rights
movement.
The sculpture was moved to an undisclosed location in the city in December as
the renovation work began.
The museum has remained open with
visitors limited to the museum annex
across Mulberry Street and some exhibits
from the main museum building incorporated. Visitors have also had access to the
balcony where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was shot during the renovation.
The museum was built on the site of
the old Lorraine Motel where King was
staying when he was assassinated on April
4, 1968.
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This week in Memphis history:

>>>>> 2011: The Mississippi River at Memphis crested at 48 feet, the highest level since the all- time record 1937 flooding on the river at Memphis of 48.7 feet. Large crowds of Memphians came to the riverfront
the weekend before the crest to snap photos and see for themselves
the river at the highest level many had ever seen in their lives. Greenbelt Park on Mud Island, which normally floods during the spring, was
closed by the city as the muddy water rose to the paved walkway on
the west side of Island Road. The river waters invaded the Riverwalk
model on Mud Island as well. And the Memphis in May International
Barbecue Cooking Contest was moved from the park to Tiger Lane at
the Fairgrounds.

>>>>> 1993: A new addition to the Memphis In May International Festival
debuted at The Pyramid with what was billed as the largest tattoo in
North America. The tattoo featured marching bands, choruses and drill
teams as well as a reenactment Napoleon’s defeat at Moscow.

>>>>> 1973: A new four-story science and mathematics learning center on
the campus of LeMoyne-Owen College was dedicated and named after
Dr. Walter W. Gibson, the retiring chairman of the college’s natural sciences department, as well as former Memphis mayor Edmund Orgill.
The building cost $1.1 million.

Retailers Report
Modest Gains for April
Americans spent briskly during the
early spring months in the latest sign
that they’re encouraged by the economic
recovery.
Falling gas prices, a rallying stock
market and gains in the job market all fueled Americans’ shopping habits even as
cold weather tempered their desire to buy
spring fashions.
Revenue at stores open at least a year
– an industry measure of a store’s health
because it excludes results from stores
recently opened and closed – rose 4.7
percent in April compared with the same
month a year ago, according to a preliminary tally of 12 retailers by the International Council of Shopping Centers trade
group.
That continues a trend that Americans
started in early spring. In March, revenue
rose 2.2 percent. And for the combined
months of March and April, the figure rose
3.5 percent.
While big chains such as Wal-Mart
Stores Inc., Target Corp and Macy’s Inc.
don’t report monthly revenue, the stores
that do offer economists a snapshot of
consumer spending habits. In total, the retailers that report monthly data represent
about 6 percent of the $2.4 trillion in U.S.

>>>>> 1963: Topping out ceremonies marked completion of the structural
steel work on what was then the First National Bank building at Third
and Madison.

retail industry sales.
Among the big winners for April were
Ross Stores Inc. and TJX Cos., which operates TJ Maxx and Marshalls stores. Both
companies benefited from Americans’
desire to buy brand-name fashions at
discounted prices.

County Pension Fund
Hits High Mark
The value of the pension fund that
pays benefits to Shelby County retirees in
March hit a five-year high.
The portfolio of the county’s retirement defined benefit plan stood at $1.01
billion in March. The last time the value
was higher than that was in May 2008.
Also, the fund for each of the first three
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For more information, call the
Metropolis Chamber of Commerce at 800.949.5740 or at
www.supermancelebration.net or www.metropolistourism.com
SUPERMAN and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © DC Comics. (s13)

months of 2013 has surpassed the monthly
values for each of the first three months in
2012.
The recent highs in the stock market –
plus record-low interest rates – explain the
fund’s recent performance. In a low interest rate environment, stocks tend to look
more attractive to investors, and they push
the market higher.

Bank of Bartlett Continues
Profitable Streak
Bank of Bartlett in the first three
months of 2013 enjoyed its seventh
straight profitable quarter.
The bank’s pre-tax net income in the
first quarter was $618,204. For the quarter
ended March 31, the bank saw a 39 per-
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cent drop in interest expense to $333,690,
and a 9 percent decrease in non-interest
expense of $3.3 million.
Mortgage-related revenue for the
quarter grew to $748,041, an 86 percent
increase over the same quarter in 2012.
Bank of Bartlett President Harold Byrd
said the bank’s positive earnings reflect the
long-term strategic plan the bank put in
place several years ago.

Pair of Health Groups
Team Up for Happy Hour
Healthy Habits is partnering with Get
Fresh Memphis to host a “healthy happy
hour” at 732 E. Brookhaven Circle later this
month.
The event, which will be from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. May 22, is called Fit and Fresh and
will invite current Healthy Habits and Get
Fresh Memphis clients, media and other
health-conscious Memphians to enjoy
samples of popular Get Fresh Memphis
menu items, sip on complimentary wine
and tour the Healthy Habits personal
training studio.
Attendees will be eligible for special
offers from both companies the night of
the event.
Healthy Habits provides customized
fitness and weight-loss programs in a
private environment with certified personal trainers. Get Fresh Memphis offers
nutritious vegetarian and vegan meals for
people on the go.

Council OKs Apartments,
Golf Driving Range
Memphis City Council members approved Tuesday, May 7, a golf driving range
on Summer Avenue north of Sycamore
View Road, a 240-unit apartment complex
on 19.3 acres at Lenow and Dexter roads
and a 69-unit apartment complex on the
northern side of Shelby Farms Park to the
west of Germantown Parkway.
The council also approved a women’s
resource center by Neighborhood Christian Center at 3028 Carnes Avenue.
Passing on the first of three readings
were ordinance proposals to set the city
property tax rate and the operating budget
that amounted to fill-in-the-blank resolutions at this point. The council’s budget
committee continued to hold hearings on
the budget earlier Tuesday.
Also approved on the first of three
readings was an ordinance by council
member Kemp Conrad to eliminate pension “double dipping.”
The proposal specifically bans city employees who retire and get a city government pension from being rehired by city
government and then getting paid for their
work as well as continuing to receive their
pension payments.
Conrad’s proposal would also require
that retired city employees who go to work
for any other local government entity
would have their pension payment from
the city reduced by whatever amount they
made when working for the other government entity.
The council also reconsidered its rejec-

tion last month of $99,312 for sewer repairs
at the Cedar Creek Sewer Extension in an
area of Shelby County that is in the Memphis annexation reserve area. City Council
attorney Allan Wade advised the council
that there could be legal complications if it
didn’t approve the item.
With the reconsideration the council
approved the sewer extension.

Outside Group Sends
Warning to the Fed
The Federal Advisory Council, a group
of bankers that includes First Horizon National Corp. chairman and CEO Bryan Jordan and which advises the Federal Reserve
Board of Governors, is concerned about
several specific areas of the economy.
According to the Bloomberg news service, which obtained some of the group’s
recent meeting minutes, the council has
warned of a bubble being inflated by
farmland prices as well as its concern over
growth in student loan debt.
Jordan is the top executive at the
Memphis-based parent company of First
Tennessee Bank. The council, made up of
12 bankers, meets quarterly to advise the
central bank.
In the council’s Feb. 3 meeting, according to Bloomberg, the council said that a
run-up in student loan debt has parallels
to the housing crisis.

ServiceMaster Clean
Expands to N.Y., Atlanta
The ServiceMaster Clean division of
Memphis-based ServiceMaster Co. has
expanded into Atlanta and Syracuse,
N.Y., with new franchise agreements announced this week.
The Atlanta territory becomes a third
for the existing franchise group ServiceMaster Facilities Maintenance. And the
Syracuse territory is a new ServiceMaster
Janitorial territory.

Commission Votes Down
Grant Funding
The Shelby County Commission voted
down Monday, May 6, a $368,372 federalthrough-state grant to the county Community Services division.
The grant from the Tennessee Department of Human Services was specifically
for emergency assistance with rent and
mortgage payments as well as uniform and
food vouchers, gas cards and bus passes
for those at or below the poverty level locally.
The body also voted down accepting a
$225,000 federal grant to be used for a bus
transit and workplace study that is part of
the county’s “Greenprint” initiative.
In other action, the commission approved a new five-year lease for Butcher

weekly digest

Shop of Cordova LLC on county-owned
property by Agricenter International at
107 Germantown Parkway. The initial term
rent is $18,812.50 a month or $225,750 a
year.
The commission also approved a
240-unit apartment complex by Regency
Homebuilders LLC at Lenow and Dexter
roads as well as a gravel pit by Memphis
Stone and Gravel Co. at 10750 Pleasant
Ridge Road.
And the commission delayed for two
weeks approval of $1.3 million in federal
funding from the FBI and a $3.2 million
contract for a new Sheriff’s Department
firing range. Commissioners wanted to
hear more about who might use the range
and had questions Monday about whether
the Memphis Police Department would be
among those using the range.

BankTennessee Teams
With Raymond James
BankTennessee now has a relationship
with Raymond James Financial Services
Inc. that will allow the bank to now offer
investment and wealth management services to its customers.
The bank is working with David Lofton
to help investors navigate myriad investment options available to them. His
recommendations run the gamut from
financial planning to comprehensive port-

MAAR Reports April
Home Sales for Metro Area
The local residential real estate market
continues to show signs of improvement,
according to recent sales figures.
Memphis-area home sales for April
rose 18.3 percent compared to April 2012,
with 1,386 total sales recorded by the
Memphis Area Association of Realtors.
Sales increased 19 percent from March
and the average sales price rose 5.8 percent
to $135,104 from last April.
MAAR also reported a 20.6 percent
increase in year-to-year sales volume, with
sales through April hitting $612.3 million,
up from $507.6 million through April 2012.
Sales volume in April totaled $187.3 million, up 25 percent from $149.7 million in
April 2012.

Dunavant Logistics Group
Opens Southwestern Office
Memphis-based Dunavant Logistics
Group said it has hired Jim Lange to run a
new Phoenix office as director of business
development.
Lange will be responsible for expanding all of the company’s shipping and supply chain management activities throughout the Southwest, California and Pacific
Northwest.
He will focus on the growing international demand for agricultural commodities. Lange said expanding consumer
markets in Asia and the Middle East have
led to a boom in demand for U.S. agricultural exports.

Ravila Moodley
EMBA Class of 2013

The Best Never Settle for Second Best
For your Executive MBA, choose the only business school in Memphis
fully accredited by AACSB International — the premier accrediting agency
for business schools worldwide. Our fall-to-fall EMBA program has
developed the area’s best executive talent for over three decades —
enrolling could be your best move toward achieving your career goals.
To learn more, join us for an information session.
Tuesday, May 14, 2013, 5:30–6:30 p.m.
Fogelman College of Business and Economics — Room 385
RSVP to emba@memphis.edu or 901.678.4866.

Fogelman College
of Business & Economics
memphis.edu/emba
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folio management.
Lofton joined Raymond James in 2004
after seven years with Morgan Keegan. He’s
a graduate of the University of Memphis.
Founded in 1934, BankTennessee is
based in Collierville and has full-service
retail banking offices in Collierville, East
Memphis, Downtown Memphis, Germantown, Ripley, and Lebanon in Middle
Tennessee.

The Daily News Claims
11 Green Eyeshade Awards
The Daily News and The Memphis
News claimed 11 Green Eyeshade Journalism Awards in the annual regional
competition whose 2012 winners were
announced Wednesday, May 8.
Sports commentary and sports reporting in The Memphis News by Don Wade
claimed two first place awards in the 63rd
annual Green Eyeshade Awards for the
11-state Southeastern region of the Society
of Professional Journalists that includes
Tennessee.
Wade’s commentary and reporting
portfolios covered the local sports scene
from the Memphis Grizzlies to the Memphis Redbirds to University of Memphis
athletics.
Graphic designer and illustrator Emily
Morrow earned top honors for a portfolio
of cover illustrations for The Memphis

News including a cover story on the state
of green initiatives in Memphis and a chess
game illustration for a cover story on the
schools merger.
A portfolio of 2012 editorials from The
Memphis News finished second in the
editorial writing category among non-daily
newspapers in the region.
Sarah Baker’s portfolio of features
including an Oct. 18 story on a group
of women with real estate and banking
backgrounds who formed a singing group
placed second in the region for feature
reporting at small daily newspapers.
The Memphis News placed second
in public affairs reporting that included
a wide range of articles from reporter Bill
Dries on topics from the Occupy Memphis
movement to high air fares at Memphis
International Airport to coverage of the
local schools merger.
Dries also placed second in politics reporting in the region for his stories for the
weekly on the 2012 elections in Memphis
and Shelby County.
Reporter Andy Meek’s coverage of Robert J. Pera, the new owner of the Memphis
Grizzlies basketball team, placed third in
technology reporting. The Nov. 12 cover
story in The Memphis News chronicled
Pera’s career as founder of Ubiquiti Networks Inc.
Baker’s June 4 story in The Daily News
on homebuyers and Realtors using online
tools for home searches placed third
among all dailies in the region for technol-

ogy reporting.
And portfolios of sports and feature
photographs from photographer Lance
Murphey placed third for the region in the
feature photography and sports photography categories among all newspapers.

Jan-Pro Memphis Office
Honored With Award
The Memphis office of Jan-Pro, an
internationally ranked leader in the
commercial cleaning industry, has been
honored with the company’s 2013 Founders Award.
In Memphis, the Jan-Pro office is locally owned and operated by Trudi and Ed
Pierami. They’ve led local operations to
steady growth along with mentoring franchisees in their office and in the organization as a whole, and Jan-Pro International
president and CEO Rich Kissane said they
are the epitome of the ideal owners.
The Jan-Pro Founders Award is given
annually to the office that best exemplifies
strong leadership, dedication to customer
service and top performance.

UTHSC College of Nursing
Honors Outstanding Grads
More than 200 alumni, students and

friends of the College of Nursing at the
University of Tennessee Health Science
Center gathered on Friday to honor two
alums.
Patricia Cunningham, an associate
professor and UTHSC faculty member
since 1992 received the outstanding
alumna award, while Susan Jacob, who
recently retired as interim dean of the college after more than nine years at UTHSC
and a nursing career that spans more than
four decades, received the most supportive
alumna award.

Arts Commission Reinstates
Arts Build Communities
The Tennessee Arts Commission has
reinstated its popular Arts Build Communities grant program.
Through the program, the commission
seeks to build communities by nurturing
artists, arts organizations and arts supporters. Awards range from $500 to $2,000 and
may be used for a variety of arts projects.
Any projects that use ABC funds must be
open to the general public.
Applications are available at http://
www.tn.gov/arts beginning May 31. They
must be submitted online by July 1.
Prior to submitting an application,
organizations should discuss the project
proposal with a Tennessee Arts Commission representative.
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Medtronic Launches Two
Implanted Heart Devices
Medtronic has put two new implantable heart devices on the market after
receiving approval from federal regulators.
The Food and Drug Administration
approved the sale of the Viva heart resynchronization devices and Evera implantable cardioverter defibrillators. Cardiac
resynchronization therapy devices are
used to treat heart failure and implantable defibrillators are used to treat rapid
heartbeats.
The devices have longer battery life
and can last up to 11 years, and they also
contain new technology to reduce unnecessary shocks to patients, the company
said.
The Viva products can reduce the rate
of hospitalizations for heart failure in the
first year after they are implanted, and
Medtronic said the devices are able to continuously adapt to the patient’s needs and
preserve normal heart rhythms.

Saint Francis Earns Tenet
Circle of Excellence
Saint Francis Hospital-Memphis said it
has received Tenet’s 2013 Circle of Excellence Award.
The 519-bed Memphis hospital is one
of nine Tenet Healthcare Corp.-owned hospitals recognized for superior quality care,
service excellence and operational performance. Dallas-based Tenet Healthcare
operates 49 hospitals and 124 outpatient
centers in the U.S.
“I am proud to recognize them with
this prestigious award as it recognizes
Saint Francis as a preferred hospital for
patients to receive care, for physicians to
practice medicine and for employees to
work,” Britt Reynolds, Tenet’s president of
hospital operations said in a statement.

Moore Tech Sets
Enrollment Record
William R. Moore College of Technology has begun its spring trimester with the
highest enrollment in the history of the

Memphis college.
Seventy-eight students are registered
for day classes and 168 for night programs,
for a total of 246 students. That’s a 14
percent increase over the recent winter
trimester and a 31 percent increase over
the spring trimester last year.
The 74-year-old nonprofit and private
vocational college is at 1200 Poplar Ave.
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FROM THE BLOG
Legendary Sid Selvidge Integral
To Memphis’ Musical Firmament
Editor’s Note: “From the Blog” is a weekly feature that highlights
some of the enterprising work our staff and contributors post on The

Survey: US Service Firms
Grew More Slowly in April
A survey of U.S. service firms says the
sector expanded at a slower pace in April
than March, as companies reported less
business activity and couldn’t raise prices.
The Institute for Supply Management
said Friday that its index of non-manufacturing activity fell to 53.1 in April from 54.4
in March. Any reading above 50 indicates
expansion.
The report measures growth in industries that cover 90 percent of the work
force, including retail, construction, health
care and financial services.
The decline in the index suggests some
service companies may be starting to see
less consumer demand, in part because of
higher Social Security taxes.
April’s weakness was largely because
of a steep drop in a measure of prices.
That index dropped from 55.9 in March
to 51.2 last month. Nearly 70 percent of
firms surveyed said they did not change
their prices last month, while 10 percent
lowered them.
A measure of business activity also
declined. Still, a gauge of new orders was
mostly unchanged and businesses stepped
up restocking, a sign that they expect consumer spending to pick up.
Growth in the service industry depends
largely on consumers, whose spending
drives roughly 70 percent of economic
activity. Americans boosted their spending
from January through March at the fastest
pace in more than two years, despite the
increase in Social Security taxes that kicked
in on Jan. 1.
But other indicators suggest the tax
increase is starting to catch up with consumers.
Retail spending fell in March by the
most in nine months.

A SAleS CAreer
• High Pay For Hard Work
• $70K plus realistic potential
• 4 days travel required, 3 day weekends
• Bonuses, Incentives
• Full Training
ContACt (866) 326-4309 or
joinusnow@pltnm.com

Daily News blog, blog.memphisdailynews.com.
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he word came Thursday, May 2, that Sid Selvidge died.
Summing up what he meant to Memphis music is very

difficult because his contribution covers so much ground as
musician, as an influence, as a counselor on the intersection
of music and the lifestyle of making music. And then there
was the example of continuing to pursue with dignity and
determination something that all too many people believe
is neither art nor a pursuit for anyone but the young on their
way to some other goal.
Realizing the limitations of trying to encompass all that
Selvidge meant to a city with an abundant and ongoing musical firmament, I’ll go for this:
He was an artist with his music in the manner and determination of a painter or a sculptor. And that will be his enduring impact – a body of work that even now is being evaluated
and posted on Facebook and YouTube.
Some of the bravest people I know are musicians who take
their songs, their voices and perhaps a guitar or a piano onto
stages, big and small, temporary and permanent, and connect
with audiences night after night. That is what Sid Selvidge did
for a long time in our city and continued doing almost up to
his death. He was our troubadour and our portal to the essence of a music that met official resistance and world-wide
acceptance and questioned whether either was the point.
For the full blog entry, visit blog.memphisdailynews.com.

Talking to your baby
helps her brain develop.
And she won’t contradict you
until she’s at least 3.

Go to TUCI.org for a copy of the Parents Guide to Kindergarten Readiness.
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n increasing access to care and outcomes, health care organizations in
Memphis and elsewhere in the nation
need to find innovative solutions to bring
down the cost of providing care, Gary
Shorb, president and CEO of Methodist
Le Bonheur Healthcare, said in a speech
to industry leaders at the University Club
earlier this month.
A 2012 analysis from The Commonwealth Fund found the U.S. spends more
on health care than 12 other industrialized
countries: Australia, Canada, Denmark,
France, Germany, Japan, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom – yet health
care quality in the U.S. does not achieve
better outcomes than the least expensive
systems in the study.
“We have got to figure out ways to
bring down the cost of providing care,”
Shorb said. “We spend five times as much
for below average results,” as he explained
West Tennessee’s death from heart failure
rates rival Russia’s rates and that the
region’s stroke incident rate is on par with
most Eastern European nations.
Higher health care spending in the
U.S. “cannot be attributed to higher
income, an older population, or greater
utilization of hospitals and doctors,”
according to The Commonwealth Fund.
Instead, the study found the U.S. spends
more due to higher prices, and “perhaps
more readily available access to technology and obesity.”
In 2012, Methodist Le Bonheur closed
the year with a 3 percent operating margin, all of which went back into recapitalizing the health care system, Shorb said.
But the system received fewer reimbursements from Medicaid and Medicare, in
addition to losing about $80 million on
providing care to the uninsured.
Shorb told the audience he believes
the U.S. has a moral imperative to increase access and coverage to its citizens.
“While ObamaCare or the Affordable
Care Act takes a lot of hits, I believe there
is a lot of good in this act,” he said. “There
are still a lot of people out there who, because they don’t have access to care, don’t
seek it out.”
Providers need to work collaboratively

to seek both regional and community solutions to bring down the cost of care, and
improve outcomes and access, he said.
Shorb told the audience, “We are in a
crisis; we can’t afford to sustain what we
have in place.”
He pointed to cost-savings measures
like Wal-Mart Stores Inc.’s 2012 move to
offer all U.S. employees and their families
free heart and spine surgeries at six major
health centers at no cost to workers. The
retailer pays for free consultations and
care, along with travel, lodging and food
for the patient and caregiver.
Patients receive treatment at six health
care organizations that have been rewarded for patient care and keeping down
costs: Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio;
Geisinger Medical Center in Danville, Pa.;
Mayo Clinic sites in Minnesota, Arizona
and Florida; Mercy Hospital Springfield in
Springfield, Mo.; Scott & White Memorial
Hospital in Temple, Texas; and Virginia
Mason Medical Center in Seattle.
Shorb said by narrowing the network,
Wal-Mart can control costs, treatment disparities, and patient outcomes. At some
hospitals, 40 percent of Wal-Mart employees referred for surgery didn’t need it.
That model also is coming to other
cities, including Memphis as narrower
networks allow employers and health care
organizations to drive greater efficiency
and higher quality, Shorb said. Already,
Methodist is using a model in partnership
with Cigna in which patients are assigned
to specific doctors. Providers who hit
quality goals receive higher payments –
which lead to a reduction in costs. The
cost savings are split between physicians
and employers.
“Fewer choices of health systems and
physicians, that’s where we’re going,” he
said. “The smaller the market, the more
successful we will be in achieving quality
improvements and cost-savings measures.”
Shorb also cited other initiatives in
the works, including the Congregational
Health Network, a collaborative partnership between Methodist and faith-based
ministries to improve community health
by preventing and managing chronic
diseases; a partnership with the University of Tennessee Health Science Center
to establish a health disparities center;
and physician alignment strategies, and
more sophisticated use of data to drive
outcomes.
“We are well-positioned to drive
change in our community,” he said.
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Suburbs
Start Again
On Municipal
Schools
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

A
Photo: Lance Murphey

Antonio Vera of ViktorHall Construction works on the “Big Green Mound” in the new Rainbow Lake Pavilion at Overton
Park. The mound will feature a tunnel through it and a sand pit at one end.

Promoting Play
Construction progressing at Overton Park’s Rainbow Lake Playground
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

W

ork crews with ViktorHall
Construction have been
wrapping up some extensive
site work needed to renovate the area of
Overton Park that houses the Rainbow
Lake Playground.
That work is nearly finished and
will offer adventurous youngsters a
new Overton Park-themed place where
they can play.
The first major feature of the new
playground is starting to emerge now.
The Big Green Mound is a grassy
mound with a tunnel through it and a
sand pit at one end of the tunnel. The
concrete tunnel is stained and gives the
appearances of a fallen log.
It’s one of many of the playground’s
design features that draw inspiration
from the adjacent Old Forest portion of
Overton Park.
The playground work also is one
piece of a larger series of events, tweaks
and renovations happening at the park,
including a new bicycle- and wheelchair-accessible path and plaza at the
intersection of East Parkway and Sam
Cooper Boulevard. That path is part of
the Overton-Broad Connector project,
which includes linking Overton Park to
Shelby Farms Park.
The grand reopening of Rainbow
Lake Playground will happen June 8
at Overton Park’s family festival, “A
Day of Merrymaking at Overton Park.”

Support of the project has included
major funding from AutoZone and the
Children’s Foundation of Memphis.
“They’re currently working on this
feature called the Big Green Mound,
and we have an artist who’s designed
a hollow tree and made the top look
like finished wood,” said Overton Park
Conservancy director of communications Melissa McMasters.
She was referring to artist Bernhard
Meck, who’s building both the tree
tunnel and another feature that will
include objects kids can use for creative
play.
ANF Architects designed the
playground. The idea was to capitalize
on being between the Old Forest and
the Greensward, so the team added
relevant touches like trees and plants.
“Kids can crawl through the Big
Green Mound tunnel and look like
they’re crawling underground,” McMasters said. “I think that’s going to be
a really cool feature.”
Overton Park Conservancy executive director Tina Sullivan said a rock
wall is now complete at the new playground area. The wall was re-routed
to allow the entire playground to be
fenced, and two gates provide access
points.
“This arrangement creates better
accessibility to the Rainbow Lake path
from the parking lot, for both wheel-

chairs and strollers,” Sullivan said.
Meanwhile, workers also have
begun setting posts for a feature called
“Up & Down & All Around.” That’s a
multi-level wooden structure comprised of ramps and platforms that will
create ADA-accessible play areas.
“We are reusing and recycling as
much of the old playground as we can,”
Sullivan said. “Some of the benches
and picnic tables still have some useful
life in them, and some pieces of the old
playground equipment will be spruced
up with new powder-coating and reinstalled along with the new structures.”
The playground’s June 8 openingday celebration will be a family-friendly
festival event that includes a music
stage, a storytelling stage, a kids’ zone
hosted by YMCA of Memphis & the
Mid-South, dog-themed activities and
more.
The day will last from 10 am to 3
p.m. For the event, the Overton Park
Greensward will be filled with food,
games and other activities. The day also
will coincide with a celebration of the
one-year anniversary of Overton Bark.
Hollywood Feed is hosting a dog
agility course, a canine costume contest and treats for pets. The day also
will include a European-style street fair,
bouncy castles, old-fashioned games
and races and food from vendors like
Huey’s and YoLo Frozen Yogurt.

ldermen in five of the six suburban
towns and cities in Shelby County
began the move Monday, May 6, to a
July 16 referendum date for a second round
of referendums on forming municipal school
districts possibly as early as the 2014-2015
school year. The referendum ordinances were
passed on the first of three readings by each
board of aldermen in Millington, Germantown, Collierville, Bartlett and Arlington.
Lakeland commissioners approved first
reading of their referendum ordinance in April
with the same July special election date.
Results of a similar set of referendums and
six sets of school board elections in each of
the six towns and cities in 2012 were all voided
when U.S. District Judge Samuel “Hardy”
Mays ruled the state law permitting them to
be unconstitutional.
Meanwhile, attorneys for the Shelby County Commission are offering a compromise
on the commission’s plan to appoint six new
countywide school board members effective
Sept. 1. It is a set of at-large or countywide appointments. They filed maps May 6 of the proposed redistricting plan for the school board,
as requested by Mays at an April 30 hearing in
the Western District of Tennessee.
But they also floated the “alternative
proposal” to answer concerns Mays expressed
last month about the plan to redistrict what
otherwise becomes a seven-member countywide school board on Sept. 1.
The commission’s original plan is to make
it a 13-member school board. The commission would appoint six new members to serve
through August 2014 county general elections.
Mays is concerned the appointments
would raise equal protection constitutional
issues because the seven board members who
remain on Sept. 1 were just elected in 2012 in
districts covering the entire county.
The new district boundaries for a 13-member school board mean some citizens may no
longer be represented by the school board
member they elected in 2012. They could be in
the district of another school board member
they didn’t elect or in the district of an appointed school board member for a year.
Attorneys Lori H. Patterson and Leo Bearman, representing the commission, contend
there are no equal protection concerns.
But their alternative is to allow the commission to appoint six new school board
members who would serve at-large. They
would not represent a specific geographical
district but would represent the entire county.
The elections to the six district seats would
be included on the August 2014 county general election ballot with the new board members
elected there taking office Sept. 1, 2014.
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African-American
Television Station
Broadens Reach

fi n a n cial ser v ices

Tennessee Named Top
Choice for Retirement

ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

A

new set of programming on Comcast Channel 31 geared toward
Memphis’ African-American
community is continuing to broaden its
presence in the city. The Carter Malone
Group has developed a website for the
venture, called MUTV1, which is short for
Memphis Urban Television 1. In addition
to serving as its agency of record, The
Carter Malone Group CEO Deidre Malone
also has a show on the channel called
“Dialogue with Deidre.”
Dr. Ivory Taylor – a well-known businessman and owner of the Downtown
drug store Taylor Brown Apothecary – is
chairman and CEO of TBJ-Media Communications Group LLC, which operates
MUTV1. TBJ is based at 568 Poplar Ave.,
and MUTV1 is operating as an “urban
multimedia communications company.”
Taylor said the website, which is accessible at www.mutv1.com, serves as
an extension of the television station’s
content, the focus of which is on positive,
educational and informative news and
information for an audience not being
significantly served by other local broadcast outlets.
Taylor himself hosts a show on the
station called “Say it Loud.” MUTV1 describes Taylor’s show as “seeking to solve
some of the age-old problems affecting
this ethnic group, both locally and nationally, such as ineffectual health care, poor
quality of life, wanton violence, cashstrapped neighborhoods and a miniscule
presence in the business community.”
Its programming streams live from the
website. Taylor said the reception from
the community thus far has been positive and that the station now is working to
boost its sales and advertising efforts.
“We’ve got some 600,000 people here
of color, and there is no black TV network
that talks to them,” Taylor said. “We’re
long overdue for a network for AfricanAmerican culture. That’s why we’re here.
We’re trying to fill in the missing spaces in
the African-American community. There
are so many good things that are just not
being televised.”
The station, 7 months old, is focused
on substantive topics, and director of TV
and broadcast programming Eddie Jones
praised the website’s potential, saying it
hopes to “reflect the vision of the many
people who have been overlooked while
pursuing their dreams.”
Malone was approached by two of
MUTV1’s show hosts to help with the public relations and marketing for the station.
“When I met with Ivory to truly grasp
the vision of where they want to go with
programming, I thought we could help
them build awareness,” Malone said.
“Our first step was to rebuild their website
so viewers can have an option to learn
more about MUTV1’s programming and
interact with their program hosts through
social media.”

Bankrate.com says state is best in nation

R

etirees considering where to
spend their golden years might
want to consider Tennessee.
That’s according to Bankrate.com,
the personal finance website which
this week ranked Tennessee at the top
of its list of the 10 best states for retirement. The site’s analysts crunched
numbers in several categories, including cost of living, taxes, health care,
crime and climate.
They combined all those results
into a composite picture, and Tennessee ended up faring the best. The
Volunteer State beat out competition
from the likes of Louisiana, South Dakota, Kentucky and others on the Top
10 ranking.
Chris Kahn, a research and statistics analyst with Bankrate.com, told
The Daily News that Appalachian
states fared especially well in the ranking.
“There are probably a million
different ways to put together a Top
10 list like this,” Kahn said. “Some
folks want to be the near the coasts.
Some want to be near their kids. What
we did is put together a list of questions we thought everyone should ask
before moving somewhere to retire.
So, we looked at things like whether
there is good access to medical care.
We thought they should ask about low
taxes and cost of living, the crime rate
and the weather.
“And once you take all those basic
questions into account, Tennessee was
at the top of our list.”
The compilation was put together
over the course of several weeks, and
it drew from publicly available data
sources. Tax rates, for example, were
based on an estimate of the state and
local tax burden by the Tax Foundation, and average temperatures over
30 years were drawn from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Western Regional Climate
Center.
Cost of living statistics came from
the Council for Community and Economic Research.
Kahn said the crime rate was “a
knock on Tennessee,” but that all other
factors were positive. He said Tennessee had the second-best cost of living
in the country, and it was No. 3 in
terms of low taxes.
In publicizing the survey results,
Bankrate said it seemed to disprove a
popular notion about the Sun Belt being the most ideal place to retire to. Indeed, the results showed there is more
to consider than abundant sunshine
and golfing opportunities.

Regarding the economics of living in
Tennessee, prominent national economist
Art Laffer was in Memphis around this
time last year to speak to the Economic
Club of Memphis. He also made the
rounds locally before that speech, including meetings with FedEx founder Fred
Smith and with a group of businessmen
at the East Memphis office of investment
firm Waddell & Associates.

Smith’s son Richard Smith was at that
latter meeting.
Laffer’s purpose for the Waddell meeting and the speech to the Economic Club
was to in part tout the economic strengths
of Tennessee. Laffer told the small group
that he moved years ago from San Diego
to Nashville “purely because of taxes.” And
that he paid for his home in Belle Meade,
an exclusive Nashville neighborhood, with
his first year’s tax savings.
He said both political parties in the
state generally favor pro-growth policies.

Market Myopia: Blame the SWOT
tions that would require the organization
Why do leaders miss seeing
sweeping global trends that are about to to be strong in those areas. At the same
time, leaders need to be crystal clear on
broadside them? I put a big part of the
the inherent strengths or core compeblame on the standard SWOT analysis
tencies of the organization that have
used in strategic planning –Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. been the source of its success.
Like an individual’s innate strengths
It’s time to update this methodology.
and weaknesses, which tend to be baked
Almost by definition, the SWOT
in by age 5, an organization has the
process drives leaders to look inward
same. So it’s less about changing them
at both their company and industry
challenges, creating what I term “inside/ and more about playing the hand the
firm was dealt.
industry myopia.” The traditional SWOT
In turn, instead of sizing up a
analysis, while helping executives see
company’s immediate opportunities
the forest and the trees, it tends to lead
and threats, the senior team should
them to forget anything outside the forest. The SWOT isn’t the right tool to spot rise above all this and look at the major
trends – significant changes in technoltrends from other industries and marogy, distribution, product
kets that they need to
innovation, markets,
factor into their plans.
VERNE HARNISH consumer, and social
The strategic plan& MICHAEL SYNK trends around the world
ning process comprises
GUEST COLUMN
that might shake up not
two distinct activities:
only the business but the
strategic thinking and
entire industry?
execution planning. Strategic thinking is
Think beyond the competitor down
coming up with a few big-picture ideas.
Execution planning is figuring out how to the street. Is there a company on the
other side of the globe that’s going to
make them happen.
put you out of business? Is there a new
SWOT works great for planning – the
focus of middle management – resulting technology coming onto the startup
scene that could change the way all
in a laundry list of accolades and fixes.
However it tends to pull executives down companies must do business overnight?
Therefore, to feed the strategic planinto operational issues, distracting them
ning process properly, the key is using
from the much bigger forces around
different techniques for different levels
the globe that can take the company by
of the organization. From frontline emsurprise if not prepared.
ployees, ask one simple question: “what
For senior leaders I propose replacshould the organization start, stop,
ing the SWOT with the SWT – an upand keep?” From middle management,
dated approach that identifies inherent
require a standard SWOT.
Strengths and Weaknesses within the
And demand the senior team go
firm while exploring broader external
deeper and broader using the SWT.
Trends beyond their own industry or
geography.
Verne Harnish is the founder of
In the SWT, senior leaders do a
Gazelles, Michael Synk is the founder
deeper dive – and face the brutal facts
of In-Synk and is the Gazelles coach in
of their reality. They need to call out inMemphis. Contact Michael at msynk@
herent weaknesses that will likely never
in-synk.com.
change – so they can say no to situa-
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Money&Markets Extra
Managing
retirement
income risk

More than likely, there’s something
out of sync, Ritter says. One common
scenario: an inadequate percentage
of assets in stocks, which offer greater
potential than bonds to offset the effects
of inflation during a decades-long
retirement.

Investors are finding that Treasury
bonds are no longer a reliable source
of income to offset the effects of
inflation. Yields of 10-year Treasurys
have recently averaged around 1.70
percent. Such low interest payments
have left some investors seeking other
sources of investment income, such
as dividend-paying stocks, to meet
expenses during retirement.
On average, dividend stocks pay
higher yields than 10-year Treasurys,
while also offering potential capital gains
from rising stock prices. Stuart Ritter,
the senior financial planner with T. Rowe
Price, says retirees who are considering
swapping Treasurys for dividend stocks
should first review whether their portfolio
is allocated in a way that truly reflects
their long-term savings goals.

Insider
Q&A
Title: Senior financial
planner with T. Rowe
Price.
What he suggests:
Investors should
review their long-term
savings goals before
substituting dividendpaying stocks for
lower-yielding Treasury
bonds.

Stuart Ritter

What’s wrong with substituting
dividend-paying stocks for Treasurys
to boost income?
It’s based on the approach of, “Invest
the principal, and never touch it, and
live off the interest that your investments
generate.” That worked for our grandparents, but it doesn’t anymore. Interest
rates and yields were a whole lot higher
then, and their life expectancies were
less than most retirees today can expect
to live. So inflation didn’t have a chance

to really affect their lifestyle.

sustainable.

Why doesn’t it work today?
It’s because we now have the opposite
situation than what our grandparents
faced. Yields are so low that investors may
be getting substantially less income than
they need. And now you have to plan for a
longer time horizon. Due to inflation, in the
later years of retirement you’ll be paying
more than you did at the start for cruise
ship tickets or trips to see the grandkids.
If your principal has flatlined over the first
15 years of retirement because you didn’t
have enough exposure to stocks, you
won’t be able to afford these things. You’ll
have to dip into your principal, the portion
of your savings that you’d hoped to keep
invested for growth potential. You’ll be
drawing down savings a lot faster than is

How does this reflect a failure in
portfolio construction?
People getting out of Treasurys and
trying to get income from dividend
stocks are already confronting the
fact that their approach didn’t work.
They may be 65, and already this is
happening. What happens when they
need a hip replacement at 80? Because
of inflation and the lack of growth from
the principal portion of their portfolio,
they’ll have to take out 10 percent of
their savings rather than 5 percent. In
managing your portfolio, you’ve got
to make the decisions today that will
manage that risk years ahead.
Answers edited for content and clarity.
AP

Time for Whole Foods?

The stock of Whole Foods Market changed course
this week. After the stock market closed Tuesday, the
natural grocer reported its fiscal second-quarter profit
rose 20 percent. Management also raised its profit
forecast for the full year. Shares shot
up $9.39, or 10 percent the next day.
Whole Foods also said it will split
its stock, two for one, at the end of
May. A stock split does not change a
company’s market value, but it
increases the number of shares
outstanding.
This could be a turning point for
the stock which had been one of the
worst performers in the Standard &

BEHIND THE BRAND AKAMAI TECHNOLOGIES (AKAM)

Poor’s index for much of this year. Investors sold the
stock in February after the company narrowed its
revenue forecast and said earnings growth may slow.
Whole Foods struggled when the recession hit and
shoppers cut back on their spending.
The financial analysts covering the
stock are still split firmly between
“Buy” and “Hold.” Gregory Badishkanian of Citi was among the financial
analysts raising his price target on the
stock this week, to $108 from $96. But
he maintained his “Neutral” rating,
noting that the stock has a priceearnings ratio of 35 based on his
earnings projections.

In the cloud
The growing popularity of Internet
video is helping lift sales for “cloud”
computing company Akamai
Technologies.
The company, which was
founded in 1998, helps websites
deliver video and other content to
users on computers, smartphones

Whole Foods Market (WFM) has trailed the S&P 500 this year, but the stock price is rising quickly.
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and other devices acessing data
stored remotely, a process known
as cloud computing.
The trend has led to strong
gains in Akamai’s media delivery
business and network cost
controls.
Last year, revenue jumped 18
percent to $1.37 billion, while
earnings grew 2 percent to $204
million. Akamai’s stock is up 10
percent this year.
In April, the company posted an
earnings outlook for the second
quarter that exceeded Wall Street’s
expectations.
Akamai’s business has had
setbacks. Last year, Netflix said it
would provide content deilvery
services for itself, eventually
replacing Akamai.
That’s one reason Wall Street
cheered a deal announced in
December that calls for Akamai to
provide its services to AT&T
customers. The pact removes the
threat of a rival AT&T service.
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t

t

t
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-.31
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s
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-0.5

t
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48.83
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CLOSE
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MDT
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Tyson Foods

0.68
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+7.8 +31.3
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69.56 0
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88.23

-.18
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s

s

s +19.7 +17.6 60

2.48
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UTX

70.71 0

95.84

94.76

+.38

+0.4

s

t

s +15.5 +22.4 14

2.14

Valero Energy

VLO

20.00 7

48.97

38.23

-.03

-0.1

s

t

t +12.0 +89.1

... Verso Paper Corp

VRS

0.98 2

2.38

1.24

+.01

+0.8

s

s

t +15.9

WMGI 18.11 0
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24.14

+.14

+0.6

s

s

s +15.0 +12.2

+2.7 17

...

s

s +32.4 +53.9 12

0.60

s

t +26.3 +28.8 18

s

s +19.0 +20.1 14

0.80

Wright Medical Grp

8 0.80b

-21.2 dd
cc

...
...

Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. c - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after stock split, no regular rate. j - Sum of
dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears. m - Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend, annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or paid in preceding 12
months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date. PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.
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Wise Investors
Know to Avoid
Distractions
Ray’s Take
Hopefully you have a financial plan to guide you
to your goals, whether they are college for the kids,
a vacation home or a secure retirement. However,
one of the key indicators as to whether you will be
able to achieve those goals is your ability to avoid
distractions from your plan.
Financial distractions take all forms, from the
excitement of market spurts and the dismay when
things go south to changes in your employment,
health, or family circumstances. You may also be distracted by hot investment tips or get-rich-quick short
cuts. It’s hard not to be, but your ability to focus can
be the difference between success and failure.
Financial planning is about taking a steady,
disciplined approach to your regular budget and
investing efforts. It’s about looking toward the horizon to reach
your goals by
sticking with
your plan and
filtering out
the day-to-day
noise along
the path. Sure,
ray & dana Brandon
rays of wisdom you may need
to make some
alterations along the way, as your family, job and
goals evolve. Calmly re-evaluating your situation on
a regular basis is an important part of planning your
financial future.
However, there’s a big difference between regular reappraisals and knee-jerk reactions to market
reports, China’s G.D.P., the price of oil and other
short-term variations. Look at the performance of
your portfolio and each of its allocations over five or
10 years instead of day to day or month to month.
This gives you a clearer indicator of where you
stand.
If you can avoid reacting to the many distractions that come into your life, and stick with a
steady, reasonable financial plan, you’re well down
the road to success. After decades as a financial
planner, it’s the clearest indicator I’ve seen for the
difference between an individual achieving his or
her financial goals and churning with the times to
little effect.
Dana’s Take
I am terrible about multitasking and ending up
with half-finished projects all over the house – not
very productive. It’s so hard to stay with just one
task at a time. The same holds true for investing – it can be boring and frustrating to stick with
your financial plan. The payoff, however, is pretty
wonderful.
Borrowing money is a red flag that you may
be straying from your financial plan. Even if it’s
rationalized as an “investment,” taking a loan from
a bank or 401(k) can set you back years from your
goal.
There are no shortcuts to financial security. Like
the tortoise and the hare – slow and steady wins
the race. Ignore get-rich-quick shortcuts. Like the
tortoise, plod along the road to financial security.
It’s a challenge to remain focused, but if you
stay on track with your financial plan you’re on your
way to “No worries, mate.”
Ray Brandon is a certified financial planner and
CEO of Brandon Financial Planning (www.brandonplanning.com). His wife, Dana, has a bachelor’s
degree in finance and is a licensed clinical social
worker. Contact Ray Brandon at raybrandon@brandonplanning.com.
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Barbecue Bible
RICHARD J. ALLEY | Special to The Memphis News

Memphis institution Corky’s publishes cookbook

Photo: Lance Murphey

Andy Woodman, from left, Barry Pelts, Jimmy Stovall and Don Pelts of Corky’s show their new cookbook, “Cookin’
With Corky’s.” The cookbook was released May 1 and sold 30,000 preorder copies.

F

or 29 years, Corky’s Ribs &
Bar-B-Q has been serving up
pulled pork and ribs with a
side of beans, slaw and innovation.
In 1984, founder Don Pelts, who
owned The Public Eye in Midtown
at the time, was waiting patiently
for the location at 5259 Poplar Ave.
in East Memphis to come available.
When it finally did, he found himself
surrounded by fast food joints, so he
added his own drive-thru.
When devotees in other states
called clamoring for the smoked
pork in their own kitchens, he
shipped it to them via FedEx.
When Pelts thought not enough
food lovers knew the name, he began
selling his wares on QVC.
Another milestone in the Corky’s
empire happened last week when
the cookbook “Cookin’ With Corky’s”
went on sale.
“He would tell you right now, all
he was hoping for was that he would
make enough money to pay his bills;
he is a pessimist by nature,” Barry
Pelts said of his father, who has retired and passed the business down
to his son and son-in-law, Andy
Woodman.
The 240-page book, with 165
recipes and 200 photos that include
vintage pictures from the Corky’s
collection and new from local photographer Jay Adkins, is published by
Favorite Recipes Press of Nashville.
The publisher works with nonprof-

its, companies and individuals, and
has published 1,500 cookbook titles
since 1961.
The local representative for Favorite Recipes Press, Sheila Thomas,
has worked on specialty cookbooks
for the Junior League of Memphis
and the Women’s Exchange, and has
sold cookbooks on QVC for years. It
was in the green room at the station
one day that she sold the idea of a
Corky’s cookbook to Jimmy Stovall,
purveyor of barbecue on the home
shopping channel.
“He really saw the vision for it,”
Thomas said.
Stovall has worked for Corky’s for
15 years, beginning in the drive-thru
line and working his way up the ladder. He now manages the Cordova
restaurant as well as spending about
100 days per year in West Chester,
Pa., working on-air with QVC.
Stovall’s longevity with the
restaurant is not a fluke; Barry Pelts
said the average employee has been
with the company for 18 years. It’s a
family, and that is the primary theme
of the book, which took about a year
to put together.
Don’t look for a recipe for the
best-selling sauce, though. Barry
Pelts said there are franchisees who
pay good money for that secret.
What you will find are recipes for
what to do with that sought-after
sauce, or with that extra half-pound
of pulled pork left over from dinner.

And those recipes come from customers or, as the restaurateurs refer
to them: family.
“This is not just corporate jive
talk,” Don Pelts writes in the book’s
introduction. “This is how we feel.”
Corky’s sells pulled pork, ribs and
chicken online and through QVC, its
sauce is sold in thousands of grocery
stores around the country and
for years the team has heard from
people who use their sauce in baked
beans or their chicken in gumbo or
their shoulder in shepherd’s pie.
“We just wanted to share all
those stories from people all over
the country, or the family of Corky’s
or the people who work at Corky’s,”
Stovall said by phone from Pennsylvania. “That’s where it came from.
It’s like a community of Corky’s from
all over the country.”
Barry Pelts, whose favorite recipe
is S’mores Pie from the section
labeled “Cakes, Shakes, Crumbles &
Pies,” adds, “Our success, as much as
everybody says it’s all about the food,
it’s all about the people. You can have
the greatest recipes in the world,
but if you don’t have the people to
execute it, you have nothing. We
have so many employees that have
so many great recipes, they’re all
from the deep South, they’re all from
Memphis. … We wanted to bring
it all together and have the Corky’s
family recipes, and that’s really what
it is.”
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Alexander Denounces
Medical Device Tax

Ruling Affects
Tennessee Open
Records Law

jennifer Johnson backer | The Memphis News

BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

U

.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., said he’d push
to repeal a tax that levies an extra 2.3 percent on
the sales of medical devices, saying the tax makes it
harder for medical device makers to hire new employees.
“It is critical that we repeal the 2.3 percent tax on medical
devices that is in the new health care law because that tax is
causing us to lose thousands of jobs and it is raising the cost
of medical care for people all over the country,” Alexander
said Thursday, May 2, at a press conference in the lobby of
Onyx Medical Corp. in Memphis.
The medical device tax levies a 2.3 percent excise tax on
the sales of everything from implantable pacemakers and
hips to MRI machines and surgical tools.
Since the tax took effect Jan. 1, device manufacturers
now pay an estimated $194 million per month in medical
device tax payments, according to AdvaMed, an industry
group. The new tax will raise about $30 billion over a decade
to help fund the health law, according to the Congressional
Budget Office.
“The tax makes it harder for any medical device manufacturer to hire new employees,” Alexander said. “It puts
pressure on the major suppliers and on the smaller suppliers
like where I am today, who sell to the major suppliers. That
pressure goes all the way down the line.”
After the conference, Alexander toured the Onyx Medical manufacturing facilities, a niche company specializing
in supplying products used for orthopedic and computernavigated and minimally invasive operations.
The Memphis-based company develops and manufacturers pins, wires, screws and drills used by surgeons. While
Onyx is not directly impacted by the tax, the company is
concerned the device tax could have a negative, trickle-down
effect on suppliers like Onyx Medical.
In late March, the push to repeal the medical device tax
got a boost in the Senate with a 79-20 vote on an amendment that would remove the tax. But because the amendment was attached to the Senate Democrats’ budget

proposal, a partisan bill that likely won’t pass, the vote was
largely considered symbolic.
While symbolic, the vote encouraged device makers, who
have fought a three-year battle to repeal the tax. But the push
to repeal the device tax still faces an uphill battle as legislators search to recoup the $30 billion the medical device levy
will provide over 10 years to help fund parts of the Affordable
Care Act.
Medical device makers have said the tax adds to their
costs at a time when they already are dealing with increased
pricing pressure from hospitals and other customers and a
weakened economy.
Minneapolis-based Medtronic Inc. told the Wall Street
Journal it expects the tax to cost $125 million to $175 million
annually and said it would take funding away from other
possible investments.
Medtronic Spine, the Memphis-based division of
Medtronic Inc., will cut about 60 local jobs as part of a strategy to reduce overall costs by 5 percent, a company spokesman confirmed May 2. The Spine division employs about
1,300 in Memphis.
While the company did not attribute the cuts solely to
the medical device tax, Eric Epperson, senior director of
public relations and communications, told The Daily News
– sister publication of The Memphis News – in an April 26
story the medical device excise tax was a factor, along with
increased pricing pressure, more complex customer device
purchasing processes, and expanded medical device governmental review times and requirements.
Smith & Nephew’s Orthopedics division also recently
eliminated 63 positions in Memphis, 20 in Andover, Mass.,
and a dozen in Europe. The company employs about 1,800
in the Memphis area.
“The medical device industry provides more than 4,000
of the best paying jobs in the Memphis area,” Alexander said.
“It is one of the fastest-growing and best industries we have
in Tennessee.”

Nurturing Social Capital
“Trusting relationships and
reflection/rejuvenation are required for
building strong networks and collaborations.” That’s the word from Patricia
Brandes, executive director of the Barr
Foundation. She didn’t say more funding, more collaboration, lower expenses
or greater impact. She focuses on the
three R’s – relationships, reflection and
rejuvenation.
We had the opportunity to hear
Brandes speak last week at The Gatekeepers of Philanthropy hosted by the
Alliance for Nonprofit Excellence. She
encouraged the audience to value “being”
as well as “doing,” acknowledging that
“doing” is our culture’s more highly prized
verb. Focusing on “being vs. doing,” she
asked, “which will really move a nonprofit
forward? Which really supports relationships? Where and how is trust built?”
While many funders invest in “doing”

T

he Tennessee Open Records Law is one
of several state laws upheld in a recent
U.S. Supreme Court ruling for its limitations on requests for public records by those
who live outside of the state in question.
In an unanimous opinion April 29, the high
court ruled it is legal for a state to limit the use
of its open records or Freedom of Information
Act law to its own residents.
Tennessee state law sets out what is considered public record and in another part of
the Tennessee code specifies that it applies to
requests by “any citizen of this state.”
The McBurney v. Young case that the court
ruled on involved Virginia’s state law on public
records. Mark J. McBurney of Rhode Island and
Roger W. Hurlbert of California sought public
records from the state and were blocked by
state officials citing Virginia’s law.
Hurlbert owns a real estate information and
assessment company. McBurney was seeking
a child support petition from a Virginia child
welfare agency in his divorce case.
Data and media companies joined in the legal challenge. The case cited the “privileges and
immunities” clause of the U.S. Constitution,
which bars states from discriminating against
out-of-state citizens in favor of its own citizens.
They also cited the commerce clause that bars
discrimination against interstate commerce.
A federal appeals court in Richmond, Va.,
rejected the case by McBurney and Hurlbert
and the others. But a federal appeals court in
Philadelphia had struck down a law similar to
Virginia’s in Delaware.
The Associated Press contributed to this
story.

and employees have to operate without
their known leader. This provides new
opportunities for interim leaders and
the Barr Foundation helps out here too,
the Barr Foundation invests in “being.” It
providing these leaders with peer support
offers nonprofit leaders the opportunity
and facilitated learning environments. The
to answer the above questions through
foundation has found that employees and
a fellows program Brandes launched in
board members step up in unexpected
2005. The Barr Fellowship is a leadership
ways while their leader is on sabbatical.
network designed to
This fellows program
celebrate, connect, and
is an example of what
empower diverse leadBrandes calls “creative
ers across Boston.
disruption.” A sabbatical
The fellows prois highly prized – but
gram provides threeawfully disruptive! No
month paid sabbaticals
more business as usual
for nonprofit leaders.
for the nonprofit, and
Each “fellow” can
even more importantly,
MEL & Pearl
FUNdraising Good Times
experience the 3 R’s:
for the leader. When on
no work for three
sabbatical, leaders conmonths. No calling in,
front “being” as their primary experience.
no emails. The one requirement: particiThis often leads to personal discovery
pate in two-week group learning journeys
and recommitment to what brought them
to locations such as South Africa and
to work in the nonprofit sector in the first
Zimbabwe, Brazil and Haiti.
place. The group learning journeys take
Back at the nonprofit, board members this change process to another level,

bringing leaders together across differences and boundaries. As they share time
unstructured time together fellows have
the opportunity to “be” together and in
that process build trust. These trusting
relationships later inform new and deeper
levels of partnership and collaboration.
Over time the deep value of this fellowship expresses itself. Boston now has
a rich network of diverse leaders who
have sustained relationships over the
years, built social capital and remained
in the nonprofit sector. The foundation
found that five years after their sabbatical, 75 percent of fellow were still at
their organizations, 92 percent were still
active in the civic sector in Boston, and
92 percent were still active in the civic
sector nationally. The results are radically
different from the turnover and burnout
experienced within many nonprofits.
Investment anyone?
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors of
“The Fundraisers Guide to Soliciting Gifts”
now available at Amazon.com.
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MEM Not Alone
In Losing Flights
jennifer johnson backer | The Memphis News

City one of many in
U.S. to see airlines
slash service

M
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emphis residents won’t be
surprised by the findings of a
new study that shows a drastic
reduction in air service at small and
medium-sized U.S. airports in the last six
years.
But the study, by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, shows that Memphis
is far from alone in being targeted for flight
route cuts.
While the nation’s largest airports
lost 8.8 percent of their domestic flights
between 2007 and 2012, medium-sized
airports like Memphis lost 26.2 of their
scheduled flights, the study shows. Overall,
U.S. airlines cut the number of scheduled
domestic flights by 14 percent.
In Memphis, departures fell 40.6
percent to 58,263 in 2012, compared with
98,097 departures in 2007, the study by
MIT researchers Bill Swelbar and Michael
Wittman shows. The number of seats offered fell slightly more – by 41.7 percent to
4.3 million seats in 2012, from 7.4 million
seats in 2007. This summer, the airport will
be down to 91 total daily passenger flights.
Even the nation’s busiest airports have
lost 9 percent of their domestic flights,
as airlines hard hit by the difficult global
economic climate, rising and volatile fuel
prices and nearly a decade of losses and
bankruptcies cut unprofitable routes.
Network airlines like Delta Air Lines, US
Airways, American Airlines and United Airlines have made the switch from smaller
regional jets – which are less fuel efficient –
to larger planes that fly in and out of bigger
hubs.
As airlines retire regional jets, the
switch to larger planes has hurt airports
like Memphis International that have
traditionally relied on regional planes.
Network airlines have shifted from a strategy focused on operating as many flights
as possible in an attempt to gain market
share, to filling airplane seats and building more efficient networks. That shift has
reversed low profit margins and losses, at
the expense of service options and routes
at most U.S. airports.
The Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority board is well aware of the
hurdles. For months, the board has tried to
figure out how to attract discount carriers
like Dallas-based Southwest Airlines Co.
amid public criticism over high airfares
and fewer flights.
Jack Sammons, the board’s chairman,
outlined the industry challenges for members of the Memphis World Trade Club in
late April.
“It’s harder to justify flying these
smaller airplanes,” Sammons explained.
“The CRJs (smaller regional jets) that made

these hubs profitable are now dinosaurs.”
From the 1990s into the early part of
the 2000s, the number of regional jets serving smaller and medium-sized airports
quickly increased fueled by consumer
preferences and attractive economic conditions. But that trend reversed beginning
in 2007, when fuel prices soared.
While not alone, Memphis International is among the hardest hit of the 35
midsize airports included in the study.
From 2007 to 2012, only Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport
– like Memphis, a Delta hub – and Ontario
(Calif.,) International Airport lost more
departures than Memphis, with a 64.4
percent reduction and 49 percent reduction respectively.
Pittsburgh International’s 39.7 departure drop and T.F Green Airport in Rhode
Island’s 37.6 departure decline also rivaled
Memphis. Some very small airports, like St.
Augustine, Fla., have lost all commercial
air services.
While some airports have offered
free advertising, revenue guarantees and
waived landing fees in an effort to entice
carriers, the study warned conducting
too many of these deals “runs the risk of
drawing the ire of incumbent airlines that
may threaten to exit if they do not receive
the same preferential treatment as a new
entrant.”
To be sure, there are opportunities for
airports like Memphis International to attract discount carriers like Southwest. The
airline said Tuesday, May 7, it will enter the
Memphis market Nov. 3 with daily nonstop
service to five cities: Houston, Baltimore,
Chicago, and Tampa and Orlando, Fla.
Southwest is adding two new daily
flights from Memphis to Houston and
Tampa. The two new flights are in addition to previously announced flights from
Southwest’s AirTran subsidiary to Baltimore, Chicago and Orlando that begin
Aug. 11. Those flights also will operate under the Southwest brand beginning Nov. 3.
But even the enthusiasm about Southwest’s entry into the market is tempered.
As operating costs at the nation’s largest
low-cost carrier have risen, the airline has
begun to adopt many of the strategies
practiced by larger carriers, the MIT study
says. Southwest cut about 10 percent of
its domestic departures from 2007 to 2012
even as rivals JetBlue Airways, Frontier
Airlines, and Allegiant Air and Spirit Airlines increased service. But those carriers
tend to offer travelers fewer connecting
opportunities.
Even the Airport Authority’s Sammons
sounded a note of caution upon Southwest’s announcement.
“While we celebrate the arrival of this
premier aviation brand name to Memphis,” he said, “we must all also remember
that the long-term commitment to Memphis is dependent upon how well these
initial flights perform.”
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Mortgages Near $107 Million
Last Month
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

Shelby County banks, financial institutions lending more as housing market begins to recover

F

rom where he sits, Renaissance
Realty’s Jeff Jenkins is optimistic
that 2013 will be a fruitful one for
the local real estate industry.
Last month’s mortgage activity in
Shelby County suggests why Jenkins, a real
estate agent, feels that way.
Mortgage volume climbed to almost
$107 million in April from $88.5 million
the same month a year ago, according to
real estate information company Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com.
The number of actual mortgages made
during the month was 672, up from 608
in April 2012. And the average mortgage
amount rose from $145,623 in April 2012 to
$159,012 last month.
Last month’s mortgage total also
was an improvement over March’s. The
number of mortgages made rose from 596
in March to April’s 672. However, March
saw a higher average mortgage amount
($167,834) than April.
That activity tracks with what’s been
a general pattern in the county’s housing
market of late. Home sales were up last
month to 1,337 from 1,113 in April 2012,
according to Chandler Reports. And there’s
been a general improvement in other real

“

The recovery is here. Yes, the
mortgage market is still a
little tight, but in my opinion
it is where it should be. It
appears that lenders have
established good policies
for loan approvals, and what
we are experiencing is that
lenders are certainly willing
to make loans to good
borrowers.”
– Jeff Jenkins
Renaissance Realty

estate areas as 2013 has unfolded.
“The recovery is here,” Jenkins said.
“Yes, the mortgage market is still a little
tight, but in my opinion it is where it
should be. It appears that lenders have
established good policies for loan approvals, and what we are experiencing is that

lenders are certainly willing to make loans
to good borrowers.”
That’s not to say that lending trend is
manifesting itself uniformly in the banking
sector, however. Two of the three largest
banks based in Memphis, for example,
saw their mortgage volume fall in April
compared to April 2012.
First Tennessee Bank’s April mortgage
volume was $1.1 million, down from $1.6
million in April 2012, according to Chandler Reports. Independent Bank’s mortgage volume rose during that same period
(to $769,060 from $91,680). And Magna
Bank’s volume fell, to $7.8 million from a
little more than $8 million.
Community Mortgage Corp. led the
way during April in terms of mortgage volume. Its volume was a little more than $10
million, up from $9.6 million in April 2012.
Smaller area banks have reported positive mortgage-related trends of late, such
as Bank of Bartlett. The Bartlett-based
bank saw its mortgage-related revenue for
the first quarter grow to $748,041, an 86
percent increase over the same quarter in
2012.
Similarly, one of Metropolitan Bank’s
largest growth areas in the first quarter

was mortgage banking revenue, which
experienced an 85 percent year-over-year
increase.
Banks may indeed want to lend, but
that’s not to say the economy is always going to let them or make it easy. In his latest
public presentation offering his take on
the economy and financial markets, Chris
Low, chief economist for FTN Financial, a
division of First Tennessee Bank, said the
U.S. economy is still growing at about the
same unexciting rate as it was last year.
Also, one worrying sign Low took away
from the latest employment data is what
he called a large increase in temporary
help hiring.
“The average workweek fell by twotenths of an hour in April, and aggregate
hours were down,” Low said. “It implies
companies are moving to lower-quality
jobs. From full time, to part time.
“I think what this is telling us among
other things is while the U.S. is not in danger of falling into a recession – it’s not that
kind of a spring slowdown – it is nonetheless a slowdown.”
Chandler Reports is a division of The
Daily News Publishing Co. Inc.
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Industrial, East Memphis Office Bolster CRE
AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

T

he local commercial real estate
market is a tale of two sectors, with
the industrial sector showing signs
of improvement while the overall office
sector – outside the prized East Memphis
submarket – continues to struggle through
the first three months of the year, according to recent reports.
The Memphis industrial market started
the year on a good note, posting more
than 1 million square feet of absorption,
according to first quarter reports on the
industrial and office sectors from Cushman & Wakefield/Commercial Advisors.
That’s compared to 2 million square feet
of new empty space through the first
three months of 2012. Vacancy rates have
dropped to 14.9 percent.
The Southeast submarket saw the most
leasing activity in the first quarter, including TJ Maxx taking 414,504 square feet
at Building D in Chickasaw Distribution
Center and 237,952 square feet leased by
Patterson Warehouse at 295 Marathon Way

and 194,000 square feet leased by Patterson Warehouse at 601 Expressway.
The average market rental rate rose
.06 cents to $2.63 per square foot. Rents
are now up 5 percent from the 2011 low of
$2.50 per square foot.
While numbers improved through
the first three months of the year, there
remains cause for caution and concern
because of decreased demand. The Commercial Advisors report said industrial
users were scouting 6 million square feet
of space in the first quarter, down from 15
million square feet in the third quarter of
2012.
Commercial Advisors president and
CEO Larry Jensen said a closer look at the
numbers showed that industrial and office
sectors that usually do well remain to do
so, while those with perennial problems
continue to struggle, dragging down the
numbers for the total Memphis market in
each sector.
“I have been a proponent for a long

time for more microanalysis in submarkets,” Jensen said.
Jensen pointed to industrial activity in
DeSoto County as an example. Through
the first quarter, the DeSoto County submarket saw 359,707 square feet of absorption, second behind 508,923 square feet of
absorption in the Southwest market.
For 2012, DeSoto County tallied 1 million square feet of absorption. The only
other Memphis submarket to post positive
absorption numbers last year was the
Northwest submarket, with 281,966 square
feet.
“The industrial market has been very
healthy in North Mississippi because they
understand what it takes to get business,”
Jensen said. “They are not an enemy. They
are a submarket. We need to realize that is
a viable, healthy submarket and we need
to judge ourselves and say, ‘Are we doing
what it takes to be competitive?’”
Outside the stable East Memphis
submarket, the Commercial Advisors

report found the rest of the office sector
still struggling. The overall market gained
57,912 square feet of empty office space in
the first quarter, with the vacancy rate rising 0.3 percentage points to 18.9 percent.
The largest vacancy happened when
the sublease at 1023 Cherry Road expired
when local investor Brad Martin re-bought
the property, which was formerly home to
Harrah’s Entertainment Inc., Promus and
Holiday Inn. The properties there totaled
59,604 square feet.
The report said the East Memphis submarket continues to power along, fueled in
particular by six Class A plus buildings east
of Poplar Avenue and Interstate 240 in East
Memphis.
The vacancy rate among those buildings rests at 9.8 percent, far below the
18.9 percent vacancy rate for the overall
Memphis market.
“Look at Class A in East Memphis, it’s
as healthy of a submarket of anywhere I
know of in the Southeast,” Jensen said.
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Grizzlies Must Maintain
‘Thirsty Dog’ Mentality

DON WADE | Special to The Memphis News

After winning on the road in Oklahoma City, Memphis returns home with chance to take control

“

A

s the Grizzlies’ series with the
Oklahoma City Thunder shifted to
Memphis for Game 3 on Saturday,
May 11, the Grizzlies found themselves
in much better position than during the
Clippers’ series.
Instead of staring up at a 0-2 deficit,
their Game 2 victory tied the series 1-1
and has allowed them the possibility to
advance to the Western Conference Finals
just by winning three games at FedExForum.
So the window of opportunity has
risen wider. Question is, will the Grizzlies
be able to handle prosperity as well as
they have handled adversity? Historically,
the Grizz have done better with the latter.
Add to that the reality that many
“experts” picked the Grizzlies to beat the
Thunder because they are without injured
point guard Russell Westbrook. And, that
with both series in the West tied 1-1 the

Zach Randolph’s just as
good as Kevin Garnett. Marc
Gasol’s much better than
Kendrick Perkins. And Mike
Conley has a better jump
shot than (Rajon) Rondo.
And Tony Allen’s always
been that thirsty dog; I’m
just over here now.”
– Tony Allen

Memphis guard comparing the Grizzlies to the
2008 Boston Celtics, which won the NBA championship

Grizzlies look like a strong contender to
emerge from the West; Golden State has
been tougher against San Antonio than
most people predicted. Charles Barkley
and others believe the Grizzlies are now
perhaps the “favorite.”
“I don’t get into what people say,” said
the Grizzlies’ Tony Allen. “People’s assumptions fail every day.”
The Grizz cannot afford to assume
anything. They know what Kevin Durant
can do. They know even the largest of
leads can vanish (see Game 1 vs. the Clippers last season and what happened to
the Warriors in Game 1 against the Spurs
this past week).
“We ain’t thinking about (being the favorite) or any of that,” said forward Zach
Randolph.
Yet Randolph will acknowledge this:
There is no other team built quite like
the Grizzlies, with Randolph and Marc

Gasol a two-headed inside presence that
presents unique problems.
“We are one of a kind,” Randolph said.
That said, game by game, quarter by
quarter, possession by possession, there
is still plenty of work to do. The three-day
layoff between Games 2 and 3 is odd, but
not without benefit. Coach Lionel Hollins
said the Grizzlies have a “couple of nicks.”
Veteran forward Tayshaun Prince, for
instance is battling through hip, knee and
foot pain, but he is expected to be ready
for Game 3.
There’s also the hard work of trying to
keep Durant anchored in this universe. If
he scores 30-plus points, well, we’ve seen
the Grizzlies can survive that. If he goes
for 40-plus, who knows?
Sixth man Kevin Martin hurt the Grizzlies with his 25 points in Game 1 – and
historically, Martin is a “Grizzlies killer”
– but he made almost no impact in Game

Memphis Means Grizzlies – Got it?
It’s funny the things you take
for granted when you’re in the middle of
them. Like, well, everything connected
to this thrilling Grizzlies playoff run, including the characters and the language
that have become part of the city’s core.
For us, of course, no explanation
is necessary. “Grit and Grind” is now
as common around here as “y’all” and
“cutting off the lights.”
Outsiders may be aware that
Memphis is “The Bluff City,” but we have
officially ditched that nickname. We
are now the “We Don’t Bluff” city and
we all understand that we have Zach
Randolph (Z-Bo) and, in an odd way, the
Thunder’s scowling Kendrick Perkins, to
thank for it.
But beyond Memphis, there seems
to be some confusion. Actual conversation I had with a friend from Kansas
City:
Him: “What’s with ‘Believe Memphis’
and the towels? That an Elvis thing?”
Me: “That’s right. We believe he’s still
alive. It’s our way of telling the world.
It just so happens there’s a basketball

THE PRESS BOX

DON WADE

game going on at the same time.”
OK, so I got a little chippy with my
buddy.
But he should have known better.
He should have remembered 1985
when the national media came to Kansas City for the World Series and made
all those hurtful cracks about opening
their hotel room doors and stepping
directly into cornfields.
In Memphis, we have put up with T.J.
Simers of The Los Angeles Times and
all his jokes about our runaway crime
(which might have had more credence if
every cop show on television wasn’t set
in South Central L.A.).
Anyway, this time on the national
stage is a crazy mix of celebrating newfound publicity, worrying about what

others might have to say about us, and
continuing to talk in GrizzSpeak.
Take “The Godfather.” It was a novel
and a popular Hollywood movie. But
today it’s a sure thing that more Memphians know of “Grindfather” Tony Allen
than Vito Corleone.
Or consider my 21-year-old son
Stephen as he was preparing for his
final exams and all the studying that
entailed. He captured the mood with a
simple tweet: #grindforth.
We casually speak of “Tony being
Tony” and every last one of us knows
exactly what that means. It means for
every two bad plays Tony Allen makes
that drive you crazy, he makes four
good ones that are equally unexplainable but that more than account for his
mistakes.
It’s the Tony Allen Equation and no
one on this planet can decipher it.
If the phrase is “he’s being too
unselfish,” that’s code for Marc Gasol
going overboard on being the game’s
best point center and that he needs to
take more shots – and perhaps receive

an expletive-laced motivational speech
from coach Lionel Hollins at halftime.
Sometimes, even a single letter via
Twitter communicates the message:
“Q!” most likely means that reserve
Quincy Pondexter just buried one of his
patented corner 3-pointers.
Likewise, the words “too much” are
most likely to be followed by the words
“Keyon Dooling.”
My friend from K.C. is starting to
get into things, though, because after
watching the last four games of the
Clippers series and then the first two
games of the OKC series he sent a text
with a request: “Hey, can u get me one
of those ‘don’t bluff’ towels?”
I told him yes. But the Stromile
Swift bobble head is in the mail.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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2. Hollins didn’t necessarily give the Grizzlies all the credit for that
“Kevin Martin missed a bunch of
shots,” he said. “I wouldn’t say we held
him down.”
Allen played on an NBA championship team in Boston. When asked to compare that team with this Grizzlies team,
he said: “Zach Randolph’s just as good as
Kevin Garnett. Marc Gasol’s much better
than Kendrick Perkins. And Mike Conley has a better jump shot than (Rajon)
Rondo. And Tony Allen’s always been that
thirsty dog; I’m just over here now.”
If the Grizzlies can maintain their collective thirst, they have a great opportunity to win two series in the postseason
for the first time in franchise history and
move to within a step of the NBA Finals.
Whether that chance is enhanced by
Westbrook’s absence, whether the Grizzlies after two games now better understand how to play this version of the
Thunder, Hollins didn’t want to go there.
“I really don’t care,” he said when
speaking with media after practice on
Thursday, May 9. “We’ve just gotta play
harder and play better. It’s nothing magical. It’s a basketball game.”
And a now-best-of-five series where a
one-of-a-kind team perhaps has a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity.

AP Photo: Tony Gutierrez

Thanks to plays like this one – in which Tony Allen “pulled the chair out” from Kevin Durant, forcing a turnover – the Grizzlies beat
the Thunder in Game 2 to even their Western Conference semifinal matchup. The teams play Saturday in Memphis.
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CORE FOCUS

Downtown Memphis sees construction return with large and small projects
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he Great Recession silenced
construction crews throughout
the Memphis area, and that was
especially evident Downtown,
where ambitious, skyline-changing
projects were put on hold, reconfigured or scrapped altogether.
But after some tentative first steps in
an uncertain recovery, the sounds of commerce have returned as bulldozers and
cranes creep back to life.
Construction in Downtown’s core is
on the rebound, although the plans that
remain relevant have new elements and

some construction companies didn’t
survive the slump.
“Three years ago it was dead,” said
Jeff Hutzel, president of Hutzel Construction Co. Inc. “As far as my business in the
Downtown area, I’ve probably looked at
at least three other jobs in the last two
months. And I negotiated and got this
one, and I think I’ve got one other.”
Hutzel is talking about a build-out
of the new Tamp and Tap Room on the
ground floor of Van Vleet Flats at Gayoso
Avenue and Second Street, which is a few
weeks from completion.
Hutzel’s previous Downtown project
had been the D. Canale offices just a block
away from Van Vleet at Second and Union
Avenue several years ago.

“It seems to be full-blown work everywhere,” Hutzel said. “Most of the good
contractors that I know like myself who
survived the downturn are busy, busy. I
haven’t seen a slowdown since it started
back about a year ago.”
Some large-scale construction projects breathing life back into Downtown
include St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital’s new tower, the transformation of
The Pyramid into a Bass Pro Shop and the
completion of Beale Street Landing.
Meanwhile, construction on South
Junction apartments on two of the corners of Carolina Avenue and Florida Street
is expected to begin in July, according to
developers of the project, which includes
Henry Turley Co.

The construction date is included in
South Junction Partners Inc. application
to the Memphis Center City Revenue Finance Corp. for a payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) agreement for the project. The
finance corporation board votes Tuesday,
May 14, on the application.
The 197-unit apartment community is
an example of plans made in the recession coming back to life with different
partners.
Terry Lynch of Southland Development Partners had planned on building
on the two corners as the next phase of
his State Place development, but when
the plans fell through, Renasant Bank
bought them last year in lieu of foreclosure. The South Junction group bought

Service and Good Work since 1946.

Overton Electric has been doing commercial and industrial
installation and service since 1965. Licensed in TN, AR,
and MS and a Certified WBE – DBE. Overton has a
recognized reputation for giving sound advice and cost
effective solutions.

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

LEED CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS
•

FACILIT Y D E SI GN
SURV E Y I N G

•

•

C I V I L E N G I N EER IN G

TRAN SPOR TAT I ON

NAT URAL / WATE R RES OU R C ES

OFFICE LOCATIONS
MEMPHIS, TN 901.726.0810
HERNANDO, MS 662.393.3348
FLOWOOD, MS 601.956.3663
PEARL, MS 601.932.7878
BILOXI, MS 228.432.5925

Recently ranked in
Engineering News-Record’s
Top 500 Design Firms

www.pickeringfirm.com

New construction and
Installations, Renovations
and Expansions meeting all
your electrical needs

SERVICE
24 HOURS / 7DAYS
Emergency Service
Free Estimates
No job too big
No job too small

OFFICE: 901.332.2013

www.overtonelectric.com

Call for Free
Estimates
901.603.4698

Certified Woman
Business Enterprise

www.thememphisnews.com

May 10-16, 2013 17

special coverage

skyline.
the land a few months later.
Carlisle said the goal of
Meanwhile, Lynch redeveloping the larger area
mained heavily involved in
has remained, even though
the $24 million restoration of
the plans have been scramthe old Chisca hotel, which
bled in terms of partners and
was to begin construction
timetables.
this month with the addition
“The core of the city from
of Carlisle Corp. as the main
here all the way to the river
partner.
has got to be developed. A
Carlisle, owned by longpart of that we lost when
time Downtown developer
the markets collapsed,”
Gene Carlisle, gives the group
Carlisle said as he stood in
a lead partner with constructhe entrance to the Chisca’s
tion experience.
old motor plaza in April and
Carlisle also has experipointed west. “This without
ence with how plans can
question will be the centerchange – and collapse.
piece.”
“When I got involved in
Montgomery Martin
the Beale Street Landing projContractors LLC is the conect almost 40 years ago we
tractor for South Junction
were in the residential develand has been busy with the
opment business,” he said of
renewal of Overton Square,
his late-1970s plans for Beale
where Hutzel has also done a
Street Landing, the Beale and
lot of work.
Riverside Drive development
“I’ve got multiple jobs gothat featured the old Captain
Photo: Lance Murphey
ing on in Overton Square. It’s
Bilbo’s restaurant.
Jeff Hutzel of Hutzel Construction Co., is working on the Tamp and Tap Room at Van Vleet Flats. The coffee and
just blowing up,” Hutzel said.
That later became Numbeer bar is one of many Downtown construction projects underway – a postitive sign for the city’s core.
“Loeb has done a wonderful
ber One Beale, which was
job marketing that. They’ve
zon, a 16-story condo development at
Carlisle unveiled as the recession struck.
eventually demolished to
certainly spent enough money for that to
717 Riverside Drive that sits empty and
He held off on the project, perhaps
make way for One Beale, a luxury hotelcome out of its hibernation.”
unfinished, a blemish on the Memphis
saving it from a similar fate of the Horiresidential high-rise development that
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Go Ahead, Make
Someone’s Day
Many years ago when I began my
career with a national CPA firm I was quickly
bombarded with information related to
numerous firm policies and procedures. I was
told about everything including when to show
up for work and which color pencil to use. I’m
not kidding about the pencil choosing policy.
On the first day of work, all of us newbies
were given a set of four mechanical pencils –
a black one, a red one, a green one and a blue
one. Then we were given a generous supply of
black, red, green and blue pencil lead. As we
were handed the
pencils, the manager in charge
of employee
orientation, or
perhaps I should
call it employee
chris cRouch disorientation,
SMART STUFF looked sternly
4 WORK at us and said,
“Do not, under
any circumstances use the blue pencil! Only
members of the partner/management group
are allowed to use the blue pencils!” As it
turned out, no one could find anything about
the seemingly all-important blue-pencil ban
in the policy and procedures manual.
The newbie group began talking in
whispered tones around the office about the
possible existence of a super-secret partner/
managers manual. CPAs are pretty adamant
about documenting things. We figured this
and many other similar baffling edicts must
have been documented in the super-secret
manual. I personally speculated that the
super-secret manual was written totally in
blue pencil.
Anyhow, something else happened early
in my career that I could find no reference to
in the policy and procedures manual. I somehow found myself in a very helpful mentoring
relationship with one of the partners. He took
a special interest in me for some reason and
helped me navigate the ins and outs and ups
and downs of my budding career. He seemed
to know all about what was going on with
me. On many occasions, he would informally
nudge me in one direction or another and
help me stay on track in terms of my career
progress.
I’m told that not near as much mentoring is going on in organizations these days. I
do not know if that’s true or just something
people like to say. I hope it’s not true. If you
believe mentoring would be a good thing for
your organization, here are three questions
that can help you assist newer folks in your
organization. Ask the person you are trying to
help: What do you want? How are you going
to get it? How can I help you?
I learned these questions from Bobb
Biehl, author of the book “Mentoring, How
to Find a Mentor and How to Become One.”
I love the simplicity of these three questions
and I love the fact that these questions specifically challenge the mentee (if there is such
a word) to retain responsibility for determining what they want to accomplish and how
they are going to accomplish it. These simple
questions make them think about things
they should be constantly thinking about.
Go ahead – make someone’s day. Ask them
these three questions.
Chris Crouch is CEO of DME Training and
Consulting and author of several books.

emphasis : S M A L L- B U S I N E S S S P O T L I G H T: C O N S T R U C T I O N & D E S I GN

Unique Projects Keep Zellner Going Strong
michael waddell | The Memphis News

Z

ellner Construction Services LLC
is a third-generation commercial
construction company that has
built a solid reputation for quality over
quantity.
“We look for jobs that are outside
the norm,” said company president
Mark Zellner.
One prime example is building
Libertyland in the mid-1970s and then
also tearing it down in 2009 to build
Tiger Lane in its place. Other notable
local projects for the company include
building the Northwest Passage section
for the Memphis Zoo, several of the
“Wonders” exhibits during the 1990s at
the Cook Convention Center Downtown
and the My Big Back Yard portion of
Memphis Botanic Garden.
The business was founded by Jess
Zellner in 1966, and his son, Mark,
joined in 1978 after graduating from the
University of Memphis in the mid-1970s
and working for IBM for several years.
Once Jess retired from the business,
Mark assumed the helm, and his son,
Jesse, joined the company three years
ago after graduating from the University
of Alabama. Jesse is now a project manager and one of the company’s three
partners, including long-time employees Mack Hill and Jerrell Rucker.
Zellner handles primarily commercial projects, along with some multifamily residential.
“Most of our projects now are institutional or government work. That’s
the only thing that seems to be moving
right now,” Mark Zellner said.
The company is currently deep into
work on the fourth phase of the Beale
Street Landing on the Mississippi River.
That project began construction near
the end of 2012, and completion is projected for October.
“The official opening is not scheduled until December, but the project
is running a couple months ahead of

Photo: Lance Murphey

Jesse Zellner, right, is owner, and David Jacobs is senior project manager for Zellner Construction Services LLC, which is working on Beale Street Landing.

schedule right now,” Zellner said.
Several projects are underway for
the University of Mississippi in Oxford,
including the renovation of Fraser Hall,
which is nearing completion, as well
as Johnson Commons, which is slated
to be finished in 2014. Zellner is also
involved in the renovation of several
schools for the Oxford School District.
Locally, Zellner built the new
campus for Southwest Tennessee Community College on Shelby Drive, and
the company recently received several
awards for the new MATA facility on the
corner of Airways Boulevard and Brooks
Road, which opened last year.
A lack of new projects has made for
a challenging environment over the
past few years.
“Up until about four years ago, we
enjoyed pretty steady growth of roughly
5 to 10 percent each year. All of that
went out the window when the recession hit. It cut our business in half,”
said Zellner, who feels there is only 20
percent of the number of new projects
hitting the market compared to five to
10 years ago. “Now we bid on everything

that comes out.”
Zellner has maintained profitability
during the past few years by retooling
and making a good amount of layoffs.
“I think it’s a good thing to reorganize every so often because what you
are left with are your very best people,”
Mark said.
The company has reduced its work
force from roughly 100 employees at its
peak to approximately 35 employees
today, and its revenues have dipped
from $50 million annually to between
$20 million and $30 million.
While he does not have to deal with
financing directly, Zellner sees it as a
major contributor to difficult market
conditions.
“So much of the work is not being
brought to fruition because the owners
cannot get financing for new projects
or for additions or renovations to their
existing facilities,” he said.
Zellner currently has six projects in
various stages of completion. Zellner
has also completed projects for its regular clients in Baltimore, Miami, Tulsa
and parts of North Carolina.
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Harahan Bridge Project Plans Nearing Completion
bill dries | The Memphis News

D

esign work on the “Main to Main
Connector” project is at the halfway point.
And the city team overseeing the project is due to complete plans by the end of
May to trigger a $15 million appropriation
of federal funding in June.
“The clock has been running but that
obligation of those federal funds is the
next big milestone that happens in June,”
said Mike Carpenter, the city’s project
manager for the five-phase project.
The $29.7 million project, funded primarily with a federal transportation grant,
links Main Street Memphis to Broadway
Avenue in West Memphis via a boardwalk
for bicyclists and pedestrians on the north
side of the Harahan Bridge across the Mississippi River.
Carpenter told a group of around 100
Monday, April 29, at a City Hall public
hearing there are still some issues to

be resolved. But the plans so far show a
Harahan Bridge boardwalk that is more
expensive than the original estimate of
approximately $12 million because the
original steel structure on the bridge can
no longer support the weight of a new
surface and those who would use it.
“We’re still not at a hard number on it
yet,” Carpenter said after the session. “It’s
going to go up some because of the new
steel. It’s one of those things that until we
physically inspected it, we didn’t know if it
was safe or not. It turned out it wasn’t safe
to just lay the boardwalk over it so we’re
going to have to replace it.”
In recent months, Carpenter and
Memphis Mayor A C Wharton Jr. have
been emphasizing the improvements the
project would mean for Main Street Memphis from Uptown to South Main.
“It’s a critically important process for
us,” Wharton said as he noted that critics
remain of the pedestrian mall section of
Main Street who advocate for a return of
cars and other auto traffic.
“We must make the absolute best
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of what we have and make it distinctly
Memphis,” Wharton said.
Harry Pratt of Allen & Hoshall described a set of significant changes to
Main Street including the mall even as it
remains off limits to motorized traffic.
One goal is to create an uninterrupted three-fourths of a mile path on the
mall that meets standards of the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act. That
doesn’t exist now with the continuous
path for the disabled disrupted by trolley
tracks, uneven pavement, patios and even
recent curb and corner slopes that still
don’t meet the standards.
Carpenter said that could mean some
changes for mall businesses with a patio
presence.
“I think this could potentially force
some more uniformity,” he said. “We
want more patios. We think patios are
good especially along Main Street and so
we want to encourage folks to do that. …
Once we lay out this ADA path, it will create some conformity. … You won’t be able
to infringe on the ADA path.”
Carpenter also told some business
owners concerned about the cost of new
sidewalks that the move to new sidewalks
will mean they will have to pay.
There were also questions about how
much disruption the South Main segment

construction would mean to the festivals
and other events that are a key part of the
area’s resurgence.
“We’re going to have a lot of coordination to do with business owners to make
sure we minimize the inconvenience,”
Carpenter said. “It will be worth it in the
end. But we certainly don’t want to put
folks in an awkward situation of running
off their business or their festivals or
whatever else.”
The South Main segment from
Peabody Place to Carolina Avenue – the
whole of the South Main Historic Arts
District – would start in January as the
renovation of the old Chisca hotel, in a
separate project, is also underway.
The bridge boardwalk would be the
first part of the plan with construction
beginning in September. But the other
parts follow quickly and will be underway
as the boardwalk is being built.
In order to bring the project in on
time and on budget, the bridge boardwalk’s width is also being studied.
Some at the hearing advocated for a
12-foot wide boardwalk to comfortably
accommodate all.
“It’s put us in a budget crunch,” Carpenter said as he acknowledged the tentative plans still include a 10-foot width.
“We haven’t given up on 12.”

Kroger’s Delta Division Plans $100 Million
Overhaul of Memphis-Area Stores
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

T

he footprint of the city’s dominant grocery store will undergo a
facelift worth tens of millions of
dollars over the next five years.
Kroger’s Memphis-based Delta Division, which operates 115 Kroger grocery
stores and 70 fuel centers in five states, is
pumping $100 million into its portfolio.
The company will spend $50 million
in 2013 then another $50 million over the
next three to five years on upgrades, fixes,
renovations and even some store replacements in the Memphis area.
The latest example of that planned
investment is Kroger’s newly announced
plan to invest $2 million in the Kroger
store at 1366 Poplar Ave., at the corner of
Poplar and Cleveland Street.
The renovations there, which will
happen in the first quarter of 2014, will
include an expanded pharmacy, new
paint inside the store, lowering the ceiling over the produce section, new interior décor, the installation of new refrigeration and frozen cases and a resetting
of products on the shelves to improve the
store’s variety and selection.
Joe Bell, manager of marketing and
public affairs for Kroger Delta Division, said the Cleveland fixes are part
of Kroger’s larger plan for its properties
in the city. Management at the PoplarCleveland store, he said, took time to assess the store’s needs and listened to local

neighborhood leaders about their desires
for the store.
“With the traffic we have in our
stores, we want to make sure we have the
best facilities possible,” Bell said.
Beyond the Poplar-Cleveland location, the company recently opened a
new store at Poplar Avenue and Highland
Street and announced plans to expand
its Lakeland store as well as build a brand
new Union Avenue store.
Kroger Delta Division in the fall
bought the Belvedere Apartments in Midtown for $2.6 million. It then purchased
the Kroger store on Union Avenue that it
was leasing from Art Seessel’s family, as
well as two adjacent parcels for a combined $4.6 million.
Bell said Kroger hopes to demolish
the Belvedere apartments in August.
Kroger’s 81,500-square-foot store in
the Poplar Plaza shopping center opened
several weeks ago. It’s Kroger’s biggest
store in Memphis, and it includes extensive bulk nutrition, Boars Head, organics,
locally grown products, as well as fresh
seafood and a complete deli and bakery.
Kroger kicked off construction on
its own building last year to reconfigure
the layout of several tenants within the
360,000-square-foot Poplar Plaza center.
Kroger also purchased a former
Schnucks store on U.S. 64 in Lakeland,
which it’s remodeling and expanding.
And Kroger recently broke ground on a
store in Southaven.
“We’re doing a lot around Memphis,”
Bell said.
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Local Construction Lending Climate
Still Facing Tepid Improvement

MICHAEL WADDELL | The Memphis News

As construction industry rebounds, financial institutions “actively pursuing that business”

A

s the economy starts to rebound,
local lenders like Magna Bank,
First Tennessee Bank and Renasant Bank are seeing moderate improvement in activity for new commercial and
residential construction projects, and
competition is intensifying to land deals.
“We want to make loans – construction loans, bridge loans and mini-perm
loans – on commercial and multifamily
projects, and we are actively pursuing that
business,” said Frank Stallworth, president of the commercial and multifamily
division for Magna Bank.
Stallworth said he believes Magna has
a very good pipeline in place, with three
large multifamily construction loans in
process that total more than $15 million
apiece and another three that average $15
million each in Tennessee, Arkansas and
Mississippi.
“Last year was our second-best year
out of the past 20 years,” he said. “Typical
terms were 10-year terms, 30-year amortization, 3 percent to 3.5 percent interest
rates and 65 percent LTV (loan to value).”
Last year Magna made 60 commercial
and multifamily loans totaling $250 million.
“The markets are much calmer,” Stallworth said. “Lenders have gotten most of
their problems either solved or identified.
Everyone is seeking new business. All of
the lenders are still looking for good deals,
but we are not back to the levels of 2006
and 2007. It’s still a controlled lending
market.”
While activity has picked up this year,
so has the competition among banks to
make loans. Magna is seeing twice as
much competition now compared to the
same time last year.
Hotels are one sector of commercial
construction that is seeing improvement
over the past 12 to 18 months.
“Hotels are continuing to improve,”

Stallworth said. “They are still somewhat
challenging to get approved, but instead
of 50 percent down, it might take only
30 percent down now. Required equity
for multifamily projects has dropped to
20 percent to 25 percent, so we are really
getting back in line with historical lending
parameters.”
The market is not seeing much new
construction for retail but existing properties are leasing back up, making them
prime candidates for refinancing.
A lack of new jobs is also keeping new
construction for office buildings in check.
“Memphis needs to create more jobs
for commercial activity to pick up,” said
Rick Hall, executive vice president and
senior loan officer at Renasant Bank
handling commercial and residential
lending. “We are always interested in wellconceived projects in good locations, but
overall there is not a lot of new commercial construction activity in the market
right now.”
Renasant is not getting many requests
for retail or office projects, and smaller
flex space industrial projects totaling
15,000 square feet to 20,000 square feet
are also stagnant due to lingering vacancies. Activity has increased somewhat for
larger, bulk space industrial projects in
Southeast Memphis and Desoto County.
Hall has also seen an uptick in residential construction loans during the past
six months, especially in hotter areas like
Collierville and DeSoto County, with good
pre-sale activity as well as some spec
housing.
“Lot prices have come down so much,
and the houses that are being sold pretty
quickly,” said Hall, who describes the
Memphis market as still in a period of
slow growth following the recession.
He expects to see continued improvement through the rest of this year.
“Banks have plenty of money to lend

right now, and rates and terms are as
good as they’ve ever been,” he said. “I
think there has been a settling down in
the economy, and people are a little more
secure than a few years ago.”
Multifamily is also the current standout of commercial real estate for Lee
Hunter, senior vice president managing
the commercial real estate department at
First Tennessee Bank.
“There are five different apartment
projects totaling more than 1,000 units
that will all be under construction at
the same time and it looks like they will
hit the market within the same six- to
12-month span in Southeast Memphis,
including Germantown and Collierville,”
he said.
Downtown also remains a very strong
submarket for new multifamily construction.
“Downtown has the highest rental
rates in Memphis,” said Hunter, who sees
a large segment of the out-of-college to
mid-30s demographic moving Downtown
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over the past several years. “There are so
many great things happening Downtown.
It has such a positive energy that people
just want to be a part of it.”
Hunter is seeing limited new office
construction on tap for the Poplar corridor of East Memphis east of Interstate
240, including the Ridgeway Center along
with the fourth tower for International
Paper.
Retail construction is also very limited
right now, with the focus being on freestanding single-tenant buildings like Dollar General stores, Dollar Trees, Walgreens
and CVS pharmacies.
“The Memphis industrial market has
really come back strong, so much so that
we are seeing some new construction,
primarily in DeSoto County,” Hunter said.
“Some of the larger developers are even
doing spec projects.”
Hunter thinks “best in class” projects
with strong developers will continue to be
in high demand, while second-tier projects could struggle to find funding.
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Inman Keeps Business Running Smoothly
JONATHAN DEVIN | Special to The Memphis News

P

age Inman had no intention of
joining the family construction
business, but 20 years and a couple
$40 million construction jobs later, he has
no regrets. Cyclical economic changes and
the need for competitive diversification
are par for the course in an industry that
depends on the availability of capital to
survive.
“When I joined the company it was
pretty slow and it got slow again around
2003 and then again about three years
ago,” said Inman, executive vice president
of Inman-EMJ Construction. “Economic
factors are beyond my specialty, but there’s
been a lot less demand for commercial
construction. It’s very cyclical. It ebbs and
flows with things like lending practices and
state tax collection that keeps the coffers
filled for big projects.”
Inman-EMJ Construction is the result
of the 2010 acquisition of Memphis-based
Inman Construction by EMJ Corp., a general contractor/construction management
company with several subsidiaries across
the country. EMJ is headquartered in Chattanooga. Inman Construction was started
by Inman’s father Frank and his uncle
George in 1970. The business has always

focused on
commercial
construction, namely
hospitals,
medical
office, assisted living
and nursing
homes.
Secondarily, the
company
has built a
number of
INMAN
buildings
for higher
education including the 170,000-squarefoot University Center at the University of
Memphis and the new College of Pharmacy at the University of Tennessee Health
Science Center.
“Those were both in the upper $40 millions and those were the biggest single jobs
we’ve done,” Inman said.
Other noteworthy projects in the firm’s
portfolio include AutoZone Park and the
Downtown Memphis AutoZone Inc. headquarters, both of which were 50/50 joint
projects with the contractor Skanska.
Inman, a Memphis native, went to
Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss., and
then became a pharmaceutical rep in

northern Louisiana before joining the
company. In 1991, George Inman retired early to move back to Texas, which
prompted a family meeting.
“I came home for Thanksgiving and my
father said George was going to take early
retirement,” said Inman. “George was the
business development guy for the company.”
Frank Inman asked his three sons if
any of them were interested in joining the
business, but none were at the time. Before
the end of the weekend, though, Page
decided to give it a try.
“(My father) had never really encouraged us to get into it, because it’s a rough
business,” Inman said. “But after doing
something totally different, (construction)
interested me. I got into it and have been
doing it for the last 21 years.”
Frank Inman remained with the company long enough to help negotiate the
acquisition by EMJ but is now retired.
Inman said that he and senior vice
president Greg Everett still control day-today operations of the company, though
their projects are much more diverse
thanks to affiliating with EMJ.
EMJ was formed about the same time
as Inman Construction but grew much
faster, opening offices in Boston, Dallas and Sacramento, Calif., in addition to
Chattanooga and Memphis. Among its

subsidiaries is Signal Energy, which built
the West Tennessee Solar Farm on Interstate 40.
“(EMJ) contacted us about five years
ago,” Inman said. “We do a lot of health
care and they primarily did retail construction – large malls and shopping centers
– and were interested in health care. We,
conversely, had no connections to the
retail world. It seemed like we could open
doors for each other.”
And so they have. Recently Inman
completed construction of a FedEx facility
in San Francisco. Before the acquisition,
the company did not work outside of a
250-mile radius of Memphis.
Inman Construction’s revenue ranged
from $35 million to $85 million before
being bought out; EMJ’s revenues are
between $400 million and $800 million.
The company employs about 230. Inman
said that commercial construction is in a
slump, though he has seen it improve in
the last three years. He’s hopeful that that
trend will continue as residential construction continues its uptick, something that
gives Inman optimism.
“We’re still a local firm with local ties
and relationships, but we have access to
the national resources of EMJ,” said Inman. “Now that residential construction is
picking up, common wisdom is that commercial’s going to follow behind it.”
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Carlisle Corp. Solidifies Development
Of South Main’s Chisca Hotel
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

Longtime developer commits to helping renovate boarded-up century-old property

P

aul Morris hesitated when he started organizing the project launch
two weeks ago for the renovation
and conversion of the old Chisca hotel
into an apartment building.
The Church of God In Christ sold the
building last year to Main Street Apartment Partners LLC, the group developing
the boarded-up century-old hotel.
But as Morris, president of the Downtown Memphis Commission, put together
the simple gathering, the ownership
group still didn’t have its lead partner –
the partner who had the ability to actually
carry out the renovation and finance it.
But the eventual partner, it soon
would be discovered, was well known not
just for Downtown development but specifically development on the south end of
Downtown.
He had a long history not too far away

and he had always had his eye on the old
hotel.
The day before the project launch
Friday, April 27, Gene Carlisle made it official and committed his Carlisle Corp. to
the Chisca project.
“There are a lot of challenges. The
hardest piece obviously was the old building. This is a pretty easy piece to do here,”
Carlisle said of the 1961 motor court
annex that includes a three-level parking garage and was the site of the project
launch.
“The older building doesn’t quite do
that. Keeping the windows and not being
able to change the exterior – that leads to
more challenges.”
Carlisle was the last piece of the development puzzle to go into place before
construction work begins.
And the time schedule is tight. Partner

Terry Lynch has said the first phase has to
begin by Monday, May 6, in order to meet
the deadline involved with the city of
Memphis’ $2 million in funding.
Carlisle’s company is a specialty
hospitality company that operates 134
Wendy’s restaurant franchises in six
states. But it and Carlisle himself are better known in Memphis for his role in the
development of the area that the Chisca
is a part.
“When I got involved in the Beale
Street Landing project almost 40 years
ago we were in the residential development business,” Carlisle said of the
late-1970s retail development at Beale
and Riverside Drive that included the old
Captain Bilbo’s restaurant.
“This is the most unusual situation in
the city of Memphis that the north Main
Street part has been figured out and a

few blocks south,” Carlisle said of the gap
between the two.
“The core of the city from here all the
way to the river has got to be developed.
A part of that we lost when the markets
collapsed,” Carlisle said of his plans for
One Beale, a luxury hotel-residential
high-rise development Carlisle is still
pursuing on the site of what later became
known as Number One Beale.
“This without question will be the
centerpiece,” Carlisle added, “and it’s essential that it be done and that it be done
successfully, and I think it will be.”
The Friday launch of the Chisca redevelopment was part of a busy weekend
for the area including Saturday’s Memphis Grizzlies’ playoff win at FedExForum
as well as the formal opening of Jerry Lee
Lewis’ Café and Honky Tonk in the old Pat
O’Brien’s space on Beale.
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International
Interaction

Memphis in May connects city with world, creates economic boom
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

M

emphians and out-oftowners are gathering
Downtown throughout
this month to hear the
stirring sounds of the
Memphis Symphony Orchestra, savor the
product of competitive barbecue cooking and watch major touring acts rock the
stages at Tom Lee Park.
Public participation in the Memphis in
May International Festival will take a variety of forms, and it will result in obvious
cultural and business benefits to the city of
Memphis.
What might be less obvious, because
it unfolds behind the scenes, is the pop
that Memphis in May gives to the local
economy.
Downtown businesses especially feel
it, according to Downtown Memphis Commission president Paul Morris. He said the
area gets a big economic shot in the arm
from the month’s slate of events.
This year, Memphis in May is honoring
Sweden, the third-largest country in the
European Union and the first Scandinavian country to be honored.
As an example of the international ties
that are fostered, an event scheduled for
early May at The Orpheum Theatre was
called Sweden on Stage. Sponsored by
Electrolux, the event featured Skaran, a traditional Swedish music group, a folkloric
dance troupe and cuisine from Swedish
chef Fredrik Eriksson.
The month of events is about more
than activities that fall within a 31-day
window. Memphis in May also refers to a
community-based not-for-profit group
that works to build up civic pride, promote
awareness of the city’s heritage and build
international ties.
Memphis in May attendees also eat in
restaurants, stay in hotels and visit attractions near where the action is taking place,
something Cynthia Grawemeyer – who
owns several Downtown businesses along
with her husband, Mark – can attest to.
They own Grawemeyer’s in the South Main
neighborhood and are especially big advocates for the future of Downtown.
“Memphis in May is essential to Memphis tourism’s sustainability and continued
growth,” Grawemeyer said. “The numbers
grow because of our direct and indirect
interactions with others.
“Memphis in May provides a great
opportunity to showcase who we are. We
not only show our visitors we care by our
personal relationships and interactions
but also by providing goods and services
they need. We must have nice hotel rooms,
a variety of restaurants, shops, and entertainment.”
University of Memphis researchers
have something to say about that activity,

Beale Street Music Festival drew huge crowds this year despite the cool, rainy weather.

as well. They conducted a recent study
to put some numbers and figures to the
notion that Memphis in May indeed is responsible for drawing crowds of consumers with open wallets to the area who end
up supporting the economy in a big way.
Diane Hampton, executive vice president of Memphis in May, said the university’s analysis of 2012’s Memphis in May
festival shows the month-long celebration
does exactly that.
“While the economic impact of our
events is significant, I think that importance is sometimes missed by citizens who
enjoy the celebrations, but don’t always
think about the events as drivers of the
economy,” Hampton said. “In today’s
economic climate and with its respectable
impact on the economy, Memphis in May
is almost as much business engine as it is a
celebrator of our history and heritage.”
The analysis bears that out. According
to the report, prepared with help from the
Sparks Bureau of Business and Economic
Research at the university, the 2012 Memphis in May International Festival had a
direct economic impact on the area of
more than $70 million.
“However,” the report continues, “the
impact continues through the economy
as dollars are spent and re-spent. Direct
spending of more than $34.8 million by
non-resident visitors to Memphis in May
International Festival supported 852 jobs
earning over $22.5 million.”
Memphis in May is especially important economically because of the out-oftown visitors it brings.
“For any event to provide an economic
stimulus to the local area, it must attract
tourists who inject new spending into the
local economy,” the report reads. “Bringing
new money into a community contributes
to the creation of employment and income
opportunities for the area’s citizens. If an

event is attended by local citizens only, its
economic impact is reduced, since local
spending is simply redistributed.”
Most of the festival’s out-of-town
visitors flock to the month’s two biggest
events: the Beale Street Music Festival and
the World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest. The 37th edition of the Memphis In May International Festival’s Beale
Street Music Festival featured a 68-act
lineup, from Alice in Chains to ZZ Top. Performers played over three days from May
3 to May 5. And the performances across
three stages, a blues tent and a small blues
“shack” replica stage in Tom Lee Park also
featured 31 artists making their debut at
the festival.
According to a post-event survey conducted by Memphis in May of attendees of
the 2012 music festival, about 72 percent
came from 50 or more miles away. That’s
slightly up from 2011, when 71 percent
came from 50 or more miles away.
The biggest spend among non-local
visitors for the 2012 Beale Street Music
Festival, according to the report, was the
$9.4 million spent on accommodations.
Direct spending of more than $24.1 million by non-resident visitors to the music
festival contributed more than $49 million
in output (the value of goods and services
produced and sold as a result of the initial
direct spending) while supporting 595 jobs
with earnings of more than $15.7 million.
Sunset Symphony in 2012, meanwhile, had a direct economic impact of
$2.4 million. That money caused additional economic activity generating almost
$770,000 in earnings for local businesses
and supporting 29 jobs in the Memphis
area, according to the U of M report.
If the pattern from the last two years
holds steady, about 40 percent of the
barbecue contest’s attendees will be from
out-of-town. The direct economic impact

of the barbecue
contest in 2012
was a little more
than $19 million.
As with the
music festival,
the impact
stretches beyond the direct
impact. Direct
spending of
more than 9.4
million by nonresident visitors
to the contest
contributed to
that $19 million.
Grawemeyer
said the economic impact is
underpinned by
Photo: Lance Murphey
encounters like
this recent one.
“One late
night as we were closing one of our
restaurants, a family came to the door – a
couple with four young children,” she said.
“They’d been on a train traveling home
from New Orleans when the rails were
blocked. They were taken off the train and
being put on a bus when someone from
Memphis suggested they rent a car. The
Memphians told them to come to Memphis so they could experience a great city
and also get on another train headed north
towards their home.”
The family was reluctant at first.
“They arrived at our door because they
had no place to go while they waited on
the train and they had to figure out how to
get their rental car to the airport and then
back to the train,” Grawemeyer said.
Someone suggested they stop at
Grawemeyer’s, and that the Grawemeyers would help. Grawemeyer opened the
kitchen and made dinner for the family,
and a waiter made them feel comfortable.
“In the process we told them all about
Memphis,” Grawemeyer said. “We talked
about the famous places and people, all
the museums on Main Street, The Peabody, the Grizzles, and where to get the
best barbecue. Then we took them to
nearby places of interest so the circle could
continue before their train left the station.
“They told us that what they thought
might be a terrible vacation, turned into
a wonderful adventure they would never
forget. In all their travels, they had never
been to a city where so many people went
out of their way to help them.”
Similar to what Memphis in May does
on a grand scale, this was economic impact in the form of an individual encounter. But because of that interaction and
what they encountered in Memphis, that
family has said they’re coming back.
And they’re planning a longer stay next
time.
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Police Budget Passes Early Budget Test
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he Memphis City Council’s budget
committee approved the largest
budget for any single city division
Tuesday, May 7.
But the committee debate before the
vote set the stage for what is expected to
be more discussion about how much the
Memphis Police Department needs to
protect and serve.
Police Director Toney Armstrong
mounted a firm defense of all of the
items in his department’s $237.5 million budget proposal. It is part of a total
$622.5 million proposal for all of city
government submitted to the council last month by Memphis Mayor A C
Wharton Jr.
Council member Lee Harris pressed
Tuesday to cut a $2 million legal budget
from the police proposal. Armstrong
countered that he is expecting lawsuits
particularly over promotions testing.
The amendment failed.
“I thought at one point this council
was told legal issues were being moved
to the legal division,” council member
Wanda Halbert said.
“They are being moved back,” committee chairman Jim Strickland said.
The new conditions and shifting dol-

Budget committee approves $237.5 million
for city’s cops
lar figures that are in one section of the
budget one fiscal year and in another the
next fiscal year is a regular feature of the
City Hall budget season no matter who is
mayor or who is on the council.
But current council members have
watched both factors closely over several
budget seasons.
The result is council members are
likely to do what they have done in
recent years, float their own budget
proposals. The council proposals are
sometimes complete substitutes for the
administration’s budget plan. Or they
substitute for different parts of Wharton’s budget proposal toward a different
bottom line in terms of revenues, expenditures and the city property tax rate.
Near the end of the morning budget
committee session that stretched into
Tuesday afternoon, council member
Shea Flinn estimated that with every
division budget approved to that point,
the city property tax rate would go from
the current $3.11 to $3.61.
Wharton is proposing a 28-cent property tax hike that would take the rate to

$3.39. In the process, it will restore $15
million in property tax revenue lost in
the 2013 property reappraisal for tax
purposes and handle $10 million more in
annual debt service due in the new fiscal
year from a restructuring of the city’s
debt.
Wharton’s “continuation” budget
also proposes a 2.3 percent pay raise for
all city employees that would take effect
in January, halfway through the fiscal
year. A City Council impasse committee last week approved a 4.6 percent
pay raise for police in an action that is
expected to go to the full council later
this month or next.
The council budget wrap-up sessions
are also still ahead on May 30.
Council member Harold Collins
questioned whether Armstrong can follow through on plans to test and promote two groups of police officers in the
fiscal year.
“In my opinion, you are going to have
to choose one,” Collins said.
“I’ve made it clear we need to have
the tests done in one year,” Armstrong
said. “There is an agreement that the
tests will be shorter.”
The council later heard Parks and
Neighborhoods division director Janet
Hooks make a PowerPoint pitch complete with results of an online survey
for $2.9 million in additional funding to

add 47 employees to the Memphis Public
Library and Information Center and
increase the library collections budget to
$2 million from less than $1 million.
“Have y’all shown this to the Police
Department?” Collins asked Hooks and
others making the pitch.
“You must be reading my mind,”
Harris replied.
“Their budget went up $40 million,”
Collins continued, referring to the increase in city funding for the MPD since
2008. “Today, the director sat in that
chair and said if we cut $2 million out of
his budget, he won’t be able to do what
he’s supposed to do.”
Collins said there is a correlation
between spending more to keep libraries open longer than the reduced library
hours that have been the norm for years,
and crime.
“To me it’s about who and what kind
of community we want to be in,” Collins
added. “We can be in a lock-them-up,
throw-away-the-key community, but we
did what we did and there’s not enough
money at this table to fund that. I truly
believe that. So every time somebody
gets their lawnmower stolen, we’ve got to
throw some more police on the street. To
me it’s ridiculous.”
Council member Joe Brown, however, argued for full funding of police
and libraries.
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Both Sides Win in Left vs. Right ‘Battle of the Brains’
over the other, we can all access both
If you have ever engaged
sets of abilities if we chose to do so. We
someone in a discussion about left- and
have two brain hemispheres for a reason.
right-brain thinking they almost always
It is not a zero sum
take a side. Somegame.
times it seems
There has been
that the two sides
ample discussion
are incompatible
over the last 10
and unbending in
years about the shift
their view of how
from the Knowledge
one should see the
Economy to the
world. The rightJOCELYN ATKINSON Creative Economy.
brain people are
& michael graber
typically labeled
let’s grow Dr. Richard Florida,
a thought leader in
“creative” and “areconomic competitiveness, demographic
tistic” with a unique ability to see things
trends, and cultural and technological
intuitively and as a whole. The left-brain
innovation, was one of the original voices
people are “analytical” and “detail oriented” utilizing linear process and logic to in the choir with his 2004 book, “The Rise
of the Creative Class.” Florida argues that
solve problems.
there is a growing role of creativity in our
Business has traditionally favored the
economy. Leading this transformation are
left-brain approach, perhaps leaving a
chip on the shoulder of the right-brainers. 40 million Americans – more than a third
of our national workforce – who create for
What most people don’t realize is that
a living.
while they may be stronger in one area

Many deduce that the “creative class”
is made up of right-brained individuals, a
counter-culture that rejects the corporate
mind-set. We would argue that this assessment is wrong.
Florida describes the creative class
this way: “I define the creative class to include people in science and engineering,
architecture and design, education, arts,
music and entertainment whose economic function is to create new ideas, new
technology, and new creative content.” He
says that
“they share a common ethos that
values creativity, individuality, difference,
and merit.” He argues for full human potential put forth to create new solutions.
We agree. The world would be a terribly unbalanced place if the human mind
was not capable of both analyzing and
creating. Creative people can analyze and
analytical people can create. Creative
people sometimes wear suits and analytical people often have tattoos – right and

3049 Davies Plantation road
lakeland, TN 38002
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Whole Foods Files
Permit for Expansion
ERIC SMITH | The Memphis News

William Arnold Rd

Black Rd

S Mendenh
all Rd

Black Rd

Whole Foods

Pop
la

r Av
e

72

5014 poplar ave. • memphis, TN 38117
5014 poplar ave.
memphis, TN 38117
Permit Cost: $3.1 million
Project Cost: TBA
Permit Date: Applied April 2013
Completion: TBA
Owner: Whole Foods Market Inc.
Tenant: Whole Foods Market
Architect: GreenbergFarrow
Contractor: Smith Doyle Contractors Inc.
Details: Austin, Texas-based Whole Foods Market Inc. has filed a $3.1 million building permit application with the city-county Office of Construction Code Enforcement to renovate its lone local store on Poplar Avenue in East Memphis. The company announced plans last year to close its 25,000-square-foot store at 5022 Poplar
and move into the adjacent space at 5014 Poplar, formerly home to Office Depot
before that store moved down the street. Whole Foods’ new store will be roughly
40,000 square feet, with construction set to begin this year. Smith Doyle Contractors Inc. is listed as general contractor and GreenbergFarrow is the architect.

Sale Amount: $1.5 million
Sale Date: April 23, 2013
Buyer: Golf Nation LLC
Seller: SPE GO Holdings Inc.
Loan Amount: $1.2 million
Loan Date: April 29, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrower: Golf Nation LLC
Lender: Bank of Bartlett
Details: The Stonebridge Golf Club
at 3049 Davies Plantation Road
between U.S. 64 and Interstate 40 in
Lakeland has sold for $1.5 million.
Golf Nation LLC, whose members are listed as Mark Lovell and
Robert Mears, bought five parcels
that compose the sprawling golf
course in an April 23 special warranty deed from SPE GO Holdings
Inc. of Vienna, Va.
The first and main parcel of
the course, listed as 3049 Davies
Plantation Road, contains 98 acres,
course holes and also Stonebridge’s
clubhouse, an 18,928-square-foot
facility built in 1975. That parcel has
a 2013 appraised value of $893,400.
The remaining parcels, which
contain only course holes and are
zoned residential, are dotted among
neighboring homes.
The 9570 El Hill Road parcel is
20.3 acres with an appraised value
of $136,800. The 9579 El Hill Road
parcel is 7.1 acres with an appraised
value of $53,000. The 3130 Davies
Plantation Road parcel is 30.2 acres
with an appraised value of $204,300.
And the 9221 Fletcher Trace Parkway parcel is 23.6 acres with an
appraised value of $171,200.
3179 Professional
Plaza Drive
germantown, TN 38138
Loan Amount: $8.3 million

left brain doesn’t necessarily have a typified physical appearance.
In our experience the best insights
comes from bringing these folks together
to solve complex problems collaboratively. They push each other further and
stimulate cross-brain thinking in one
another.
Diversity of thought and experience is
needed to create, validate and implement
new ideas that have sizable impact on the
market.
Genius lies in the intersection of the
linear and the non-linear. Encourage
ambidextrous thinking in your team to
cultivate creative and effective solutions
to some of your industry’s toughest challenges.
Jocelyn Atkinson and Michael Graber
run the Southern Growth Studio, a strategic growth firm based in Memphis. Visit
www.southerngrowthstudio.com to learn
more.

Loan Date: April 29, 2013
Maturity Date: Aug. 1, 2050
Borrower: The Gardens of Germantown LLC
Lender: Walker & Dunlop LLC
Details: The owner of Gardens of
Germantown assisted living community at 3179 Professional Plaza
Drive in Germantown has filed an
$8.3 million loan on the property.
The Gardens of Germantown
LLC filed the deed of trust on the
31,065-square-foot facility April 29
through Walker & Dunlop LLC, an
affiliate of the Bethesda, Md.-based
commercial real estate finance
company Walker & Dunlop Inc.
Michael G. Alexander signed
the trust deed as president of The
Gardens of Germantown, which is
affiliated with Alexander’s namesake company, Gardens developer
Alexander Enterprises.
Built in 2011, the nursing home
sits on 2.3 acres on the west side of
Professional Plaza Drive, between
Poplar Avenue and Old Poplar Pike.
The assessor’s 2013 appraisal of
the property is $3.5 million.
2192 central ave.
memphis, TN 38104
Loan Amount: $2.4 million
Loan Date: May 1, 2013
Maturity Date: June 5, 2039
Borrower: Midtown Animal Land
LLC
Lender: Live Oak Banking Co.
Details: Central Animal Hospital
at 2192 Central Ave. in Midtown
has filed a $2.4 million loan on its
property.
Operating as Midtown Animal
Land LLC, the full-service veterinary clinic filed the deed of trust
May 1 through Live Oak Banking
Co. Jennifer H. Karnes and Stephen
B. Karnes signed the trust deed as
members of Midtown Animal Land.
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Danish Company
Roxul Brings
Facility to Byhalia

R E A L E S TAT E & D E V E L O P M E N T

House of Dreams
St. Jude raffles $475,000 Eads home for fundraiser

BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

J

ust a few feet beyond the TennesseeMississippi state line past the Fayette
County line on U.S. 72 is the turn onto
Cayce Road in Byhalia and what is soon
to be the first U.S. plant of the Danish
company Roxul Inc.
Ferrell Paving had already broken
ground earlier this spring at the 110-acre
site in Marshall County, Miss., where
Roxul will employ about 150 people
initially to make, package and ship stone
wool insulation.
The Danish ambassador to the U.S.,
executives from the Denmark parent
company Rockwool International and
Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant did the formal honors Wednesday, May 8, as tractors
and other heavy equipment continued to
set the stage for the plant and packaging
site that is a $160 million investment by
the company.
“We understand that’s just a state line
there,” Bryant said after the speeches and
ceremony were done. “There will be Tennessee people that will be working here.”
Rock wool is a relatively small insulation market in the U.S. Roxul has two
plants in Canada. Outside North America,
Roxul operates 25 factories in 16 countries. The insulation is made from natural
stone and recycled materials. The production waste is also recycled. And Roxul
plants use storm water and recycled
process water in the production process.
The basic manufacturing process,
which Roxul president Trent Ogilvie
described in part as “melting rocks,” will
take place at the Byhalia plant along with
all of the other steps in the process including the packaging. He was part of the
site selection team that began looking in
summer 2011 with the idea that the plant
would be somewhere in the South.
Rockwool CEO Eelco van Heel said
the make up of the insulation – “3 percent
fibers and 97 percent air” – was also a factor in site selection.
“The first thing that we looked for
is logistics,” he said. “All the trucks that
we send out of our factories all over the
world every hour contain 97 percent air.
So logistics for us, as you may understand, is a crucial thing to the company.”
The plant, which is scheduled to open
in a year, is in Chickasaw Trail Industrial
Park – the third tenant in the 3,600-acre
park that includes a 750,000-squarefoot EXEL distribution center and a new
500,000-square-foot ASICS American
Corp. distribution center.
“We are closer to greater Memphis.
The employment and universities and
just the economic size of greater Memphis was an attraction,” Ogilvie said of
the site. “Alabama fought really hard for
it. It really didn’t come down to a bigger
incentive for one state or the other. They
were very competitive. We just thought
greater Memphis was a little bit better
place to be.”

Photo: Courtesy of St. Jude

John Christy joins Candy Johnson, from left, Betty Christy, Aggie Wagner and Beverly Osing of the Ladies of St. Jude, an organization that supports the hospital and the 2013 St. Jude Dream Home Giveaway.

AMOS MAKI | The Memphis News

M

id-South residents have
a chance to view a rising
neighborhood in Eads – and
possibly win a home – while helping
children fight cancer.a
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is using real estate as a vehicle
to help fund the battle against childhood cancer and other deadly diseases
through the 2013 St. Jude Dream Home
Giveaway.
St. Jude is hosting an open house for
the fundraiser every weekend through
June 16. Participants can view a custom home in Eads built by Southern
Serenity Homes. The 4,000-square-foot
home, in the Aston Park Renaissance
Community in Eads, has an estimated
value of $475,000.
“It’s just something we wanted to
do to help the children at St. Jude,” said
Greg Bridgers, co-owner of Southern
Serenity Homes, which donated time
and materials to build the home.
“It’s very rewarding to us because
we’ve met a lot of the families with
varying and numerous types of diseases where doctors had told them they
wouldn’t live, they wouldn’t be able to
see, they wouldn’t be able to walk. Yet
due to the miraculous work of St. Jude,
they were alive, they were able to see
and they were able to walk.”
By touring the four-bedroom, three-

bathroom home visitors can enter a
free open house giveaway for a $5,000
gift certificate from Ashley Furniture
HomeStore.
But the real fundraising muscle, and
the opportunity for participants to win
the showcase home and a host of other
prizes, including a year’s worth of gas
from Circle K, comes through a $100
ticket purchased by June 2.
The money raised from ticket sales
is plowed back into St. Jude for research
and patient care.
The 22-year-old event had been a
fundraising success for St. Jude, which
covers the cost of transportation, food,
treatment and lodging for patients and
a parent.
“St. Jude pays for everything and a
lot of people, including Memphians,
don’t know that,” said Dr. Susan Aguillard, a pediatrician at Pediatrics East in
Memphis and a member of the board
of governors and directors of ALSAC/St.
Jude. “The money from this event goes
straight to the hospital to pay for this
endeavor.”
So far, more than 300 houses across
the country have been awarded and
the program has raised more than $240
million for St. Jude, which has a daily
operating cost of $1.8 million.
“It’s exciting and it’s kind of frightening because with anything that keeps

growing you always worry if you can
sustain it and even grow it,” Aguillard
said. “Every year we try to make it a
little better.”
That’s a quantum leap compared to
the program’s humble beginnings.
Aguillard’s father, Donald Mack,
started the St. Jude Dream Home
Giveaway program in Shreveport, La.,
in 1991. Mack had been approached by
a man with a prefabricated home who
suggested Mack raffle it for charity.
“My father said, ‘Why not do
something for St. Jude?’” Aguillard said.
“That’s how it started. From there it’s
grown to a national program.”
Southern Serenity Homes has built
the last six Dream Homes, including
this year’s, raising around $6.2 million
for St. Jude.
“We feel like we’re a little drop in
the bucket compared to what St. Jude
does,” Bridgers said.
The St. Jude Dream Home house
will be open for free tours through June
16; Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sundays from noon to 5 p.m.
Tickets may be reserved by calling
1-800-224-6681 or by visiting www.
dreamhome.org.
People may also reserve tickets at
all Memphis-area locations of Regions
Bank, Ashley Furniture HomeStore and
at Stash.
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Family’s Values Led Bradshaw to Mission
RICHARD J. ALLEY | Special to The Memphis News

F

ittingly, Kenya Bradshaw can
trace her life’s mission back to her
childhood and a family that valued
public service. As the executive director of the Memphis chapter of Stand for
Children Tennessee, it is just such a background that bolsters her in the day-to-day
struggle to make education available to
everyone as early as possible.
“I feel like, if Memphis is ever to reach
its fullest potential, the greatest vehicle
through which we can get there is by
investing in our children through early
childhood education, early home visitation and in also having a strong K-12
public education system,” Bradshaw said.
The Whitehaven High School alum
was born in Miami but moved to Memphis at a young age. For college, she
went east to the University of TennesseeChattanooga where she received an
undergraduate degree in marketing and
international business. The goal, clearly,
was to make her mark in the corporate
world of products and finance.
“My life’s ambition was to design
the next Coca-Cola product or work for
FedEx,” she said. “When I went to college
I knew that I was going to work in marketing.”

While in school, Bradshaw participated
in the program Student Support Services,
which helped her to be able to finish
school. Once she graduated, she was given
the opportunity to work for the program
and quickly moved into management.
“It still is one of the greatest experiences of my life because I could directly see
the work that I did translated into changing the lives of my students,” she said.
Though she cherishes the education
she received at Whitehaven, she felt she
was unprepared to be competitive in college and saw the same situation for incoming students at UT.
“That’s what made me end up getting
into advocacy, because I knew that they
deserve better and we shouldn’t have them
paying for their last year of high school
with our remedial courses in college,” she
said.
Bradshaw continued at UT-Chattanooga for a master’s in business administration degree and held positions with
International Paper and the Tennessee
Valley Authority before working on a
school funding campaign in Chattanooga.
She was able to garner a sales tax increase
for more funding for schools, and interest
in Bradshaw was piqued in her hometown where she was asked to run a similar
campaign.
“I’ve been working on educational
policy and campaigns ever since,” she said.

BRADSHAW
She went to work for Stand for Children
in 2005, leaving two years later to work for
the Urban Child Institute, but has been
back at Stand for Children since 2010.
The organization advocates for children
statewide and strives to increase public
funding, improve schools and achieve legislation on behalf of students. Bradshaw’s
2005 campaign, “Education is Our First
Priority,” led to an increase of $21 million
more from the County Commission to be
spent on children in Memphis and Shelby
County. She also took a grassroots effort
and a group of 200 people to the state capitol to lobby for increased pre-kindergarten
education. The legislature opened 200 preK classes statewide that year.

“Early childhood education
is the area that we
should be investing
more in, not less,”
Bradshaw said. “It’s
important that, if
we’re ever wanting
to address our high
level of poverty
rate, the way that
we have to address
that is by providing
every child a high
quality education,
including having
a great teacher in
front of them and that great teaching has
to begin as early as possible.”
Despite the successes, Bradshaw and
her staff still have their work cut out for
them. Just last month, federal cuts to funding for the pre-K programs that Stand for
Children has fought for will leave more
than 80 classroom doors closed. Another hot-button issue in the community,
however, the impending merger of the
Memphis and Shelby County school systems and the daunting structure that will
become, Bradshaw sees as an opportunity.
“Memphis is really at a place where it
can determine the future of what it wants
to be as it pertains to education and the
merger is a part of it,” she said.
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Only Words
And Phrases
With acknowledgments and apologies
to Merriam-Webster. Here are my top 11 words
(and phrases) that were admitted to the dictionary
in the year 2012:
AHA MOMENT, noun. Point in time when one
has a significant insight.
MAN CAVE, noun. Room in a home primarily furnished to accommodate the recreational
interests of males.
BUCKET LIST, noun. Slate of activities and
achievements that one
hopes to accomplish in
one’s lifetime.
CLOUD COMPUTING, noun. Practice of
storing regularly used
data on multiple servers accessible via the
VIC FLEMING Internet.
COPERNICIUM,
I SWEAR
noun. Short-lived artificially produced radioactive element that has 112
protons.
ENERGY DRINK, noun. Beverage that typically
contains caffeine and other ingredients intended
to increase the drinker’s pep and vitality.
GAME CHANGER, noun. Newly introduced factor that significantly alters an existing situation.
F-BOMB, noun. [Definition withheld.]
SEXTING, noun. Transmitting sexually explicit
message
via cell
phone.
GASFleming’s weekly puzzle Page 34
TROPUB,
noun. Tavern offering high-quality meals.
EARWORM, noun. Song that repeats in one’s
mind.
Here are my top 11 that have been submitted
but which have not been accepted into the dictionary, taken from M-W’s website, where the submitters are identified:
STUFFICATE, verb. To be overwhelmed by useless things one has accumulated and can’t seem
to get rid of.
COFFICE, noun. Establishment used by a
customer to do business while drinking hot beverages.
STARBUCK, verb. To frequent certain namebrand establishments for the purpose of consuming their name-brand beverages. (Participle, STARBUCKING, as in “Let’s go Starbucking tomorrow.”)
E-QUAINTANCE, noun. Person known to another exclusively through online communication
and social media.
NONVERSATION, noun. Dialogue in which
neither person conveys any meaningful or logical
information to the other.
KIDULT, noun. Grown-up who behaves like a
child.
PHILANTHROPRENEUR, noun. One whose
business seems to be persuading others to give
away all that they have.
RESIDUSTRIAL, adjective. Marked by properties that are used for homes and for business
purposes.
SANCTIMOMMY, noun. Mother whose mission
in life is to point out the flaws of others.
SHOULDER SURF, verb. To watch another from
behind as he or she uses electronic equipment,
usually with the intent of learning the user’s passwords and other private information.
INTEXTICATED, adjective. Distracted by cell
phone activity to such a degree that one seems
totally out of it.

memphis L aw Tal k

Path to Law Began
Early for McLaughlin
richard j. alley | Special to The Memphis News

I Swear Crossword

mclaughlin

J

ulie McLaughlin has worked her
way up the legal ladder for much
her life.
Beginning with a degree in paralegal studies from Hinds Community
College in Raymond, Miss., and then
a Bachelor of Arts in political science
from the University of Memphis, the
final rung was earning a law degree
from the University of Memphis Cecil
C. Humphreys School of Law in 2001.
The Pickens, Miss., native said
she knew she wanted to be an attorney as early as the eighth grade.
“My uncle is an attorney in Jackson, Miss., and I just became fascinated with the law,” McLaughlin said.
“I don’t know why at that age, but I
did and I never changed my mind.”
During her time in law school,
McLaughlin says she was “always
very impressed with the professors”
she had there and was lucky enough
to have several mentors to look up to,
especially Ernest Lidge, who helped
her get an externship with the Labor
Board.
McLaughlin worked with Magistrate Judge Diane Vescovo, who mentored her on the practical application
of the law as an extern as well.
“Everything in law school is book,
book, book, and then when you get
out it’s a whole new world, so having
those kinds of experiences to fall
back on really helps,” she said.
McLaughlin has been with the
Kiesewetter Law Firm PLLC since
late last year, and has focused her
practice over the years on labor and
employment law, employee benefits
and corporate law. It’s an area she

was introduced to during her second
year of law school as a clerk for Weintraub, Stock, Bennett & Grisham, now
The Weintraub Firm PC.
“Before that time I honestly did
not know anything about labor and
employment law, but after working
there over that summer I just really
enjoyed it and decided from then on
that that’s what I wanted to go into
and focus on,” McLaughlin said.
She ended up working for Weintraub Stock as her first job right out
of law school and a year later took
an offer from Ford & Harrison LLP, a
national labor and employment firm
with an office in Memphis.
Local labor and employment
firms around that time were in a state
of flux, with many expanding, contracting and merging. Employment
law as well is constantly changing,
one of the things that has kept the
subject interesting for McLaughlin.
“Your core laws like Title VII,
sexual harassment, race discrimination, those kinds of claims stay the
same,” she said. “Then you have
FMLA (Family and Medical Leave
Act), ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act), that’s really what you deal
with a lot.”
In 2003, McLaughlin moved to
Lawrence & Russell PLC, where she
researched, counseled and litigated
ERISA (Employee Retirement Income
Security Act) subrogation, among
other responsibilities. She moved to
part time during her tenure at the
firm for the opportunity to devote
more time to raising two young
children.

When she returned to full time
last year, it was with Kiesewetter, a
boutique firm of four attorneys focusing on employee benefits, health
care regulatory compliance and
corporate law. McLaughlin has been
challenged by the overlap of work
she’s accustomed to as well as new
subjects, and learning new areas.
She has enjoyed the flexibility that comes with a smaller firm,
adding that everything outside of
work for her and her husband, Jim,
revolves around their children: Chandler, 10, and Chelsea, 4.
There are pros and cons she has
found in working with a larger national firm such as Ford & Harrison,
and her latest work with Kiesewetter,
saying it all “balances out” and she
appreciates the extra responsibility
and challenges that have come with
fewer attorneys in the office.
“It’s always fascinating, there’s
always a different twist to everything
that comes in,” she said. “You always
have to find out something new, so
you’re always learning and I think
that’s what keeps it interesting.”
McLaughlin has been admitted
to the Tennessee Supreme Court, Arkansas Supreme Court, U.S. District
Courts for the Western and Middle
Districts of Tennessee, the U.S.
District Courts for the Western and
Eastern Districts of Arkansas, the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of Florida, Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals and the United States
Supreme Court. She is a member of
the Memphis and Tennessee bar associations.
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Celebrating Rails

National Train Day highlights rare
opportunity for Memphians

JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

M

ore railroad passengers boarded
and stepped off Amtrak trains at
Memphis Central Station in 2012
as travelers turned to trains amid higher
gas prices and improved rail reliability.
Passengers who embarked and
alighted in Memphis gained 11.2 percent
to 73,116 travelers in the 2012 fiscal year
ended Oct. 31, compared with 65,769 passengers a year earlier.
Amtrak operates one long-distance
train through Tennessee, the City of New
Orleans, which runs daily from Chicago to
Memphis and from Memphis to New Orleans. The government-subsidized railroad
operates one other Tennessee station in
Newbern-Dyersburg.
Amtrak spokesman Marc Magliari
says Amtrak has set passenger records
for nine of the last 10 years. He attributes
Amtrak’s growing popularity to improved
reliability and on-time service, increased
hassles with other modes of transportation, and rising gas prices. Amtrak also has
introduced free Wi-Fi and a new ticketing
system that lets people present tickets on
their smartphones.
“For a lot of people, going a lot of
places, we are a much better option than
driving, and in a lot of markets, a much
better option than flying,” he said. “Our
primary competition is driving and gasoline prices are unpredictable; generally,
they are trending up.”
Amtrak and Memphis will celebrate the
importance of trains at the sixth annual
National Train Day on Saturday, May 11,

Photo: Lance Murphey

Passengers wait to board an Amtrak train bound for Chicago at Memphis’ Central Station. Amtrak and Memphis will celebrate the annual National Train Day on May 11 with
family-friendly events.

at Memphis Central Station at South Main
Street and G.E. Patterson Avenue. Mayor A
C Wharton Jr. will attend the event to speak
about why trains matter to Memphis.
The free event, which takes place from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., also will feature Amtrak
railcar displays, a Chuggington Kids Depot
with train-themed children’s activities
based on the animated Disney Junior
television series, an operating model train
featuring Amtrak equipment, and other
family-friendly activities and train-themed
displays.
Memphis joins more than 200 communities across the nation that are hosting
events at train stations, railroad museums

and other locations commemorating this
year’s theme: “Trains Matter.” Amtrak’s
Magliari said not many of the events will
be as big as National Train Day in Memphis.
“A lot of people in Memphis don’t see
us because we pass through in one direction in the early morning and the other
direction in the evening, so if you want
to see what Amtrak equipment looks like,
learn more about our service and about
the importance of the railroad industry,
then Central Station is the place to be this
Saturday,” he said.
In the 2012 fiscal year ended Oct. 31,
Amtrak spent $1.3 million on goods and

services in Tennessee and employed 13.
That compares to $2.8 million spent on
goods and services in fiscal 2011, much of
which ($1 million) was in Chattanooga.
Nationally, a record number of riders
used Amtrak in March, pushing the rail
service to higher ridership numbers in the
first six months of fiscal 2013, the rail carrier said last month.
From October 2012 to March, ridership
increased by 0.9 percent to 15.1 million
riders, compared with the same six-month
period the previous year. March set a
record for the best month in Amtrak’s history, with 2.8 million riders, a 1.9 percent
gain over March 2012. More than half, or
26 out of 45 routes, saw ridership climb
in the first six months of fiscal 2013. The
passenger railway company said it expects
to end the fiscal year at or above last year’s
record of 31.2 million passengers.
“The continued ridership growth on
routes across the country reinforces the
need for
dedicated, multi-year federal operating and capital funding to support existing
intercity passenger rail services and the
development of new ones,” Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman said.
While most of Amtrak’s passengers are
concentrated in the Northeast, Kevin Kane,
president and CEO of the Memphis Convention and Visitors Bureau, said Amtrak is
a very important asset for bringing people
in and out of Memphis.
“That train is important to us and we
market it and promote it,” he said. “We are
very proud to have Memphis-to-Chicago
and Memphis-to-New Orleans Amtrak
service out of here.”

E n trepre n e u rship

Couple Drawn to Memphis
To Launch Startup
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

P

am and Tom Cooper are the cofounders of Boosterville, a Memphis-based startup with an app that
helps school fundraisers raise money by
connecting them with local businesses.
The Coopers have an initial $15,000
investment that came with being part of
Memphis’ Seed Hatchery program. Friends
and family chipped in $10,000, and the
Coopers also are pursuing an additional
angel round of funding.
What makes the Coopers unique
among Memphis’ entrepreneurial scene
is not just the fact that theirs is a startup
launched and run by a husband-and-wife
team. In addition to being new to Memphis’ startup community, the Coopers also
are new to Memphis.
They relocated to Memphis recently
from Indianapolis to participate in Memphis’ Seed Hatchery program. And while
they’re not the first out-of-towners to go
through it, the Coopers’ participation in

Seed Hatchery shows that the accelerator
program for high-growth companies is an
attractive component of the entrepreneurial ecosystem here – for startup founders
both in the city and beyond.
“Memphis is on the verge of exploding
as a hub of high-tech high-growth startups,” said Pam Cooper, the Boosterville
CEO, who married her husband, Tom,
six years ago and soon after that started
brainstorming ideas for a company they
could start together. “The diligence of Seed
Hatchery staff like Eric Mathews, Andre
Fowlkes and Elizabeth Lemmonds in connecting the entrepreneurial community
with the movers and shakers of Memphis
has been phenomenal. Investors in Memphis are starting to realize that just because
they don't live in Silicon Valley doesn't
mean they can't invest in a high-tech venture and have a shot at a (big) return that
these kinds of companies can bring.
“That’s why Tom and I were attracted

to Memphis. The energy around the startup scene here is not found on this scale in
Indianapolis, where we came from. And
Tennessee’s state government initiatives
to back the startup community are years
ahead of Indiana's.”
Cooper’s husband is a software architect, co-inventor on five granted U.S.
patents and 32 other patent applications,
including Boosterville’s. She said he’s
worked on a handful of startups in the
past, but always as the implementer of
someone else’s idea.
His wife, meanwhile, has a non-tech
background that includes owning a service
franchise for 22 years and more than 20
years’ experience in volunteer leadership,
including with her children’s schools and
fundraising.
The inspiration for Boosterville draws
partly from that background. Cooper said
her mother, sister and niece are all music
teachers, and she recalls her grandmother

– who also was a teacher – tasking her students with selling magazine subscriptions
60 years ago to raise money for a projector.
“Tom and I decided that applying technology to school fundraising would be the
perfect marriage of our experiences and
backgrounds,” Cooper said. “We started investigating other startups in the space, and
found nothing very innovative – mostly
different spins on ‘donate now’ campaigns
or discount cards. Having been the business owner constantly hit up for donations
for silent auctions and sponsorship of
sports teams, I knew I wanted to create a
company that helped local businesses get
more customers – not with loss leaders or
deep discounts, but just by being a supportive community partner.”
The Coopers designed the Boosterville
platform to incorporate digital wallet payment and geolocation technologies to be
used on any phone with a browser. With
the app, school supporters can easily identify merchants who’ve agreed to participate
in the Boosterville network by allowing a
percentage of the sale to be donated to a
selected charity.
Said Cooper, summing up her feelings
about launching the venture here: “Memphians really know how to reach out and
connect people.”
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Hopson: Merger Not Reason
For School Cuts
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he interim superintendent of
Shelby County’s two public school
systems says staffing changes at
some schools to start with the first school
year of the merger aren’t as draconian as
they could have been.
Dorsey Hopson, on the WKNO-TV program “Behind The Headlines,” said county
schools staffing levels at the classroom
and school level have been richer than the
levels in Memphis City Schools. But those
staffing levels were being funded with
one-time money from the school system’s
reserve fund, which had run out.
“So they would have had to make
staffing cuts at the schools level next year
anyway,” Hopson said. “I think one thing
that gets lost is they cut about 120 teacher
positions last year and it wasn’t magnified
because it wasn’t done at the same time as
the merger. The notion that they are losing
positions solely because of the merger is
just not true.”
The program, hosted by Eric Barnes,
publisher of The Daily News, can be seen
on The Daily News Video, video.memphisdailynews.com.
Hopson said he and his staff originally explored going to the Memphis City
Schools staffing formula but decided
the cuts for county schools would be too
“draconian.”
They settled on a middle ground in
which 186 teachers have been surplused
as school principals have been told how

many teachers they will have for the school
year that opens for classes on Aug. 5 – the
first school year of the merger. The principals are deciding which teachers stay and

“

I think one thing that gets
lost is they cut about 120
teacher positions last year
and it wasn’t magnified
because it wasn’t done
at the same time as the
merger. The notion that they
are losing positions solely
because of the merger is
just not true.”
– Dorsey Hopson

Shelby County interim superintendent

which are surplused.
“I think we have 186 teachers who were
surplused,” Hospon said. “But we anticipate there being 1,100 or 1,200 vacancies.
… I can say unequivocally every good
teacher will have a position with the uni-

fied school district if they want one.”
Hopson also said principals are not
letting go of teachers they value in a process that also reflects reforms at the state
level in public education as well as local
initiatives that give principals and teachers
more say in where teachers are assigned.
“If a teacher is going to be somewhere,
the principal has to want the teacher there
and the teacher has to want to be there,”
he added. “We also are in the middle of
high stakes educational reform. … That is
the real driver. It really has nothing to do
with the merger. It just happens to be going on at the same time.”
Hopson learned last week that he will
be interim superintendent through most if
not all of the first year of the schools merger. The countywide school board last week
put off at least until the 2014-2015 school
year the national search for a permanent
superintendent.
Hopson was general counsel to Memphis City Schools at the outset and during
the merger process. He became interim
MCS superintendent with the resignation
of Kriner Cash at the beginning of the year.
And he became interim Shelby County
Schools superintendent with the resignation of John Aitken in March. Hopson said
he has “mixed emotions” about the longer
stay at the helm of the merger process.
“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. I
can’t imagine a more historical occurrence
then merging these two school systems,”

he added. “It’s a tremendous amount of
work and a tremendous amount of pressure.”
Some of that pressure comes from
putting together a budget that goes to the
Shelby County Commission by May 22
when commissioners take their first hard
look at the proposal.
County Commission Chairman Mike
Ritz has said the school system can expect
$9 million in new funding from the county
as part of a 40-cent increase in the county
property tax rate.
Early in his tenure, Hopson had said
his goal was a budget that met that estimate. But Hopson said he will be prepared
with several budget options including no
new funding but also a proposed budget
that will likely fall somewhere between the
$57 million in new funding called for by
the consolidation planning commission
last summer and no new funding.
“We are working really hard to get it
down to about a $40 million or $45 million
gap. But we’re also going to do the work to
show that if it’s not funded at that level we
are going to show what it would look like at
zero,” Hopson said. “If we go back to that
Memphis City Schools staffing formula,
that may save an additional $25 million or
$30 million. That may have to be on the table if we don’t get funding. Nobody wants
to do that. … But we’ll be able to show how
to get it down to zero even if there’s no new
money at all.”

G OV E R N M E N T

Council OKs School Funding Talks
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

T

he newest front in the move to the
schools merger in less than two
months is an old legal claim that
continues to pop up as the countywide
school board looks for any new funding it
can secure.
Memphis City Council members
passed a resolution Tuesday, May 7, to
start negotiations among the council, the
administration of Memphis Mayor A C
Wharton Jr. and the countywide school
board.
On the table is the Memphis City
Schools system’s court judgment against
the city for $57 million and the city’s counterclaim for more than twice that in money
it claims MCS owes the city over several
years. The counterclaim has prevented
the school system from collecting on the
Shelby County Chancery Court judgment
upheld by the Tennessee Appeals Court.
The resolution sponsored by council
member Shea Flinn sets a deadline of the

end of this month for working out a resolution.
“We hear all the time in the media
about the $57 million … that we owe
them,” Flinn said. “You very rarely here
about the amount they owe us. This is an
attempt to get all of those issues resolved
wholesale.”
Memphis City Schools initiated the
legal action in 2008 when the council cut
the city’s annual funding to the school
system. Attorneys for the school system
went to Chancery Court claiming a cut in
funding violated the state “maintenance of
effort” law requiring local governments to
maintain a certain level of local funding or
risk the school system losing a much larger
amount of state funding.
The judgment was held up because of
the city counterclaim.
It is transferable to the new countywide
school system that begins with the July 1
start of the fiscal year.
The council resolution also drops the
two cents on the city property tax rate
that goes each fiscal year to pay the debt
service on an energy modification loan the

city made to the school system. The two
cents amounts to $1.5 million in revenue.
The loan is among the items the city
claims it is owed.
Interim superintendent Dorsey Hopson, who was the school system’s general
counsel in the maintenance of effort case,
has said he is willing to negotiate with the
city for some type of payment plan that
would help provide the merged school
system with additional funding even if it is
only on a one-time-only basis.
Wharton has said he too is willing to
discuss a settlement but wants to avoid
one that might obligate the city to a new
maintenance of effort amount for the consolidated school system.
On another legal front at City Hall,
council attorney Allan Wade issued a legal
opinion Tuesday that gives the council
three options in its standoff with Shelby
County government and the state of Tennessee on auto emissions testing.
The council voted last year to end all
city funding for the inspections effective
June 30, the end of the current fiscal year.
One option, according to Wade, is to

transfer the inspection duties to county
government, something County Mayor
Mark Luttrell hasn’t been wiling to do.
Another is for the council to exempt
city of Memphis vehicle owners from the
emissions inspections for the estimated
two years state officials have said it would
take them to assume the responsibility and
apply to all vehicle owners countywide.
“That way we would be placed on
parity with county residents,” Wade said,
referring to current inspection rules
that require only city vehicle owners to
undergo the inspections. If the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation – the state agency involved – or
federal environmental officials say just city
vehicle owners have to continue getting
the inspections, it would force a legal fight
on the issue.
Wade called the scenario “a classic
equal protection challenge.”
The third option is an “environmental
attainment” fee imposed by the council
on all cars in the city no matter where the
driver lives, with the fee payable at inspection. Wade acknowledged a “privilege fee”
for vehicle safety is prohibited.
But he said federal law “allows the city
to adopt your own air pollution control
regulations.”
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Newsma k ers

Rhodes Honors Gray for Research
kate simone | The Memphis News

Dr. Patrick Gray, an associate professor in Rhodes College’s department of religious studies, has received the college’s Clarence Day Award
for Outstanding Research. Gray’s research centers on biblical studies.
Education and work experience: I
graduated from Oglethorpe University
and worked in Japan before starting
graduate school at Emory University.
After receiving my Ph.D. from Emory, I
moved to Memphis, where I’ve taught
at Rhodes College since 2002.
Family: My wife, Alex, and I have three
children: Lily, Joe and Dominic.
Who has had the greatest influence on you? As I get older, I realize
more and more how much my parents
have influenced me, and I wish I’d let
them influence me even more than
they have. They set a good example
by working hard their entire lives, they
taught me the importance of frugality,
and they instilled a love of books and
learning.
How did you become interested in
your current research agenda? My
most recent book, “Opening Paul’s

Letters: A Reader’s Guide to Genre
and Interpretation,” looks at the conventions of letter writing in ancient
Greece and Rome and how this helps
us understand the New Testament.
The constant flux of communications
technologies was one of the impulses
for this research. Email, text messages
and Facebook pokes are not simply
letters in electronic form. They have
different forms and serve varying purposes. Misunderstanding the medium
often leads to misunderstanding the
message.
Where would you like to focus future research? My next book is on
the arguments people have had about
Saint Paul over the last 19 centuries.
If you could give one piece of advice
to young people, what would it be?
You can’t have it all, at least not all at
the same time. Life is a series of tradeoffs.

GRAY
Dr. Thomas Bryant, associate
professor in the Rhodes College
department of music, has received
the school’s Clarence Day Award
for Outstanding Teaching. The
award is given to a faculty member
who has demonstrated teaching
excellence over the past three
years, based on assessments from
students and colleagues, use of
creative teaching, and the ability
to motivate students to continue
learning. Bryant joined Rhodes in
1987.
Scot Lenoir has been appointed to the board of the Shelby
County Healthcare Corp., the organization that governs and operates The Regional Medical Center
at Memphis. Lenoir is chairman of
Evolve Bank & Trust.
Luke Yancy IV has been promoted to senior vice president of
the commercial banking group at
Iberiabank. Yancy joined Iberiabank in 2011 as a vice president
and relationship manager in commercial banking.
Women’s Foundation for a
Greater Memphis has named its
2013 Legends Awards honorees:
Dr. Rosie Phillips Bingham,
Kathy Buckman Gibson, Carolyn
Chism Hardy, Hazel G. Moore, Dr.
Barbara U. Prescott and Rachel
Shankman.
Cong “Connie” Ding has
joined Stites & Harbison PLLC,
working with clients in Memphis
and Nashville. Ding counsels foreign and domestic clients on patent prosecution in biotechnology,
pharmaceuticals, medical devices
and life sciences.

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO

Anne Richards has joined
Trustmark Bank as regional
manager for mortgage production for West Tennessee and North
Mississippi. Richards has more
than 40 years’ experience in the industry and will be responsible for
expanding Trustmark’s mortgage
division brand in the local market.

Assumptions
That Can
Cost You Sales
Good sales professionals are
subject matter experts on the products and
services they sell. This expertise inevitably
creates a few blind spots. When you feel like
you’ve seen it all – every prospect response,
motivation and objection – it’s easy to occasionally jump to the wrong conclusion.
Ensure bad assumptions don’t deter your
selling efforts by watching out for the following most common.
Assuming your customers will remember
most of what you tell them is not realistic.
Research shows they forget 50 percent
within an hour of your conversation and 90
percent after a week.
To sidestep this reality, be sure to focus
your conversation
on your prospect.
The more they talk
about themselves,
the more they’ll
remember you and
the connection you
Lori turnerwilson
made. Utilize openguerrilla sales
ended questions to
and marketing
encourage them to
talk about challenges that your products and
services can resolve. Help them see the need
for what you’re selling on their own so they
are more likely to remember that need after
you’re gone. Secondly, narrow your message
down to a few key points – your prospect’s
hot buttons – and refer to them with frequency throughout your conversation.
Assuming every prospect is the right
prospect for you is simply setting yourself up
for failure. Instead, walk in with a new mindset – one where you aren’t yet sure if this is
an ideal customer. You are there to make a
mutual determination of fit. If they aren’t an
ideal fit, walk away quickly. Your time is too
valuable to invest in a low-probability sale.
Be careful not to assume buyer motivation exists just because a need is present.
While you may identify a need in the prospect
that your service addresses, if the pain isn’t
severe, you may be looking at a long sales
cycle and much time needlessly invested
attempting to shorten it. Quickly uncover the
prospect’s desire to immediately remedy
their need to avoid spinning your wheels.
Don’t hesitate to say, “It sounds like solving
this problem isn’t critical for you at this time.
I’d like to propose that we meet again in six
months, to reassess your situation.”
Don’t assume you fully understand a
prospect’s question, as questions are often
objections in disguise. Instead, acknowledge
to your prospect that the question is clearly
an important one, and then ask for more
clarification to help you reveal any hidden
motivations in asking. Last but not least, never assume a prospect will call when they’re
ready to buy. They may be ready but get
caught up in other issues and forget about
you entirely. Or another competing sales rep
may follow up after you, stealing your sale
and benefiting from your legwork.
Turner-Wilson is managing partner of RedRover Sales & Marketing, www.redrovercompany.com. You can follow RedRover on Twitter
(@redrovercompany and @loriturner) and
Facebook (facebook.com/redrovercompany).
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Commission
Evades Gun
Control Fray

R E A L E S TAT E & D E V E L O P M E N T

Parking Permit
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

F

rom time to time, Shelby County
Commissioners hear the siren
political call of national issues and
movements. The stronger the lure for
some on a commission with deep partisan divisions, the more likely the outcome will be anything but unanimous.
That is what happened this week
when the commission debated and then
voted down a resolution Monday, May 6,
that would have backed the idea of state
legislators and county sheriffs across the
state “nullifying” federal gun control laws
they consider unconstitutional.
Commissioner Terry Roland said
he sponsored the “Second Amendment
Preservation Resolution” because his
constituents wanted it. And he insisted it
was a resolution to simply state the commission’s general support of the right to
bear arms.
“I’m not going to change any minds
here,” Roland added as the debate continued.
Commissioner Steve Mulroy, a law
professor at the University of Memphis
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law,
questioned the wording in the resolution. He specifically pointed to the part
that called on the Tennessee legislature to
“reject and nullify the enforcement of any
federal acts, laws, executive orders, rules
or regulations in violation of the Second
Amendment of the Constitution of the
United States and of the Constitution of
the State of Tennessee.”
He termed the resolution “an extreme
right wing position.”
“We’re setting up a scarecrow to knock
him down,” Mulroy added.
During the moments when the commission’s debate was focused on the specific concerns by those on both sides of
the political divide, partisans on the other
side acknowledged they made points
worth considering. But with the admissions, the discussion then veered off into
gun control in general.
“There was not any malice,” Roland
said of his resolution as he talked about
supporting some measures that deal with
keeping guns out of the hands of those
who are mentally ill.
“I think this thing is going to be blown
out of proportion. They are going to say
we don’t need it,” he added of opponents
of the measure as he talked of the recent
bombings in Boston.
“I wonder how many folks probably
wished they had guns that probably didn’t
have guns,” Roland said. “I’m going to be
honest with you. If I come to Memphis,
Tenn., I’m packing heat … and I think everybody should have that right. And that’s
what I’m trying to do today is defend that
right.”
Commissioner Walter Bailey said
there is no threat to the Second Amendment rights and talked of political motives.

Photo: Lance Murphey

A biker crosses Young Avenue near Cafe Ole during Cooper-Young Night Out. Heavy automobile traffic in the
area has some considering building a parking garage.

Plans for CooperYoung garage gaining
momentum

T

he first elected official to drop
hints about a Cooper-Young parking garage was Memphis Mayor A
C Wharton Jr., who is frequently seen in
the restaurants in the district on Saturday mornings or mid-afternoon.
Wharton lives not too far away from
the bustling neighborhood.
He began talking about it more
specifically late last year as construction
began on the other side of Union Avenue
on the Overton Square parking garage.
Not having a large parking lot – like
the one in Overton Square where the
city-funded parking garage and the new
Hattiloo Theater are under construction
– Cooper-Young merchants and homeowners have had their own discussions
about parking and traffic over the years.
Tamara Cook, executive director of
the Cooper Young Business Association,
puts the beginning of serious discussion
in 2010 when Wharton urged the group
to start making plans and gave them the
name of Structured Parking Solutions
LLC of Pensacola, Fla.
SPS did some preliminary plans for
a three-level parking deck for 150 to 250
cars. The drawings made their debut at
a meeting the business association had
last month with the Cooper-Young Community Association, the neighborhood’s
homeowners group.
The business association has options
to buy on several parcels of land on the
south side of Young Avenue between
Meda and Blythe Streets. There are two
surface parking lots and a commercial
building with no tenant on the land.

There also are two houses nearby
that may play a role in a plan that is still
forming.
“We still are in such a flux right now
that we don’t know if we’re going to need
that extra space,” Cook said. “We may
need it for the garage. We may not need
it for the garage. We may need it for a
park to have a buffer between the neighborhood and the garage.”
Before that the association looked
at several other options that all had
problems, including a garage in the lot
behind Café Ole and Young Avenue Deli,
on what has been a battleground in the
past for parking territory.
There was also a site behind The
Beauty Shop than would have meant relocating some utility infrastructure. And
there was a plan to add a parking garage
on top of the building at the CooperYoung intersection occupied by Mulan.
“The beams that would have had to
go into the street and sidewalk would
have been incredible,” Cook said of the
idea. “It would have been totally bad for
the neighborhood to shut all that down
for that amount of time.”
The ballpark cost for a garage that
may or may not have retail spaces on the
street level is around $4 million.
Wharton indicated earlier this year
that such a garage would be further
down on the list of uses for sales tax
revenue captured within a Tourism
Development Zone, whose first priority
would be funding the cost of renovations
to the nearby Fairgrounds property.
“Once we declare the TDZ there
will be other projects coming on line,
whether it’s parking in Cooper-Young,
which is needed, whether it’s bringing to
completion the project over in Overton
Square,” Wharton said in February. “The
money will be spent within the TDZ

but the initial project is the fairgrounds.
You set a budget for each of the projects
within the TDZ.”
The merchants are waiting on City
Hall and a verdict from the community association. The first reviews from
residents seem mixed. Some don’t like
the look in the SPS rendering. Others
question the impact on homes in the
area and whether a parking garage will
mean more commercial growth that will
start a trend of commercial development
into the residential area.
Cook said she has heard from some
homeowners who like the idea of cars
parked in the neighborhood on the
streets instead of in a garage.
“We are a mix of East Memphis and
Downtown,” she said. “I have tourists
calling me daily to try to get here. It just
needs to be a good place to get in and
out of. We just need some infrastructure
help after 26 years.”
Cook points out the last city-funded
infrastructure of this kind was $500,000
for lamp posts and a gazebo in the late
1980s.
That doesn’t count the bicycle lanes
painted last year in the district. The
merchants didn’t rise up in opposition
to bicycle lanes the way some did on
Madison Avenue. But they did talk with
city planners about what they felt were
some safety issues.
“We wanted those bike lanes; we just
didn’t want them right up on the curb,”
Cook said.
And about two years before the
move to a garage began, the merchants
talked over the idea of a median strip on
Cooper briefly before realizing it would
probably shut down the annual CooperYoung festival in September because it
wouldn’t leave enough room for a fire
truck to get through.
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H E A LT H CA R E & B I OT EC H

Methodist, Local Churches Unite for Community
JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

A

unique faith-based partnership
between Methodist Le Bonheur
Healthcare and more than 500
of the area’s churches has been lauded
nationally by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services as a model for
addressing health care disparities and preventing and managing chronic diseases.
The Congregational Health Network is
an expansion of what began in 2004 as the
Church Health Network, an effort to make
progress in the fight against heart disease,
cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure and
other debilitating health conditions.
Almost a decade ago, leaders at Methodist Le Bonheur began meeting with local
church leaders to find ways to increase
access to preventative care and health
education to reduce inpatient hospital
stays and help patients manage chronic
diseases.
“We had to do something outside the
walls of the hospital to keep people well
because the resources of the hospital are

finite,” said the Rev. Bobby Baker, director
of faith and community partnerships at
Methodist Le Bonheur. “With the health of
the community continuing to get worse …
we knew it would get to a breaking point.”
What began as 12 original congregations has now grown to more than 500
members that span southward to Alligator, Miss., westward to Hot Springs, Ark.,
and eastward to Jackson, Tenn. While the
network serves the Memphis metropolitan
area, most of the Congregational Health
Network’s earliest member congregations primarily serve urban, low-income
African-Americans.
“We took a look at what was already
present in the community and we wanted
to try to engage those assets to create
a system where nobody falls through
the cracks,” said Baker, adding that the
network “blends the intelligence of our
community’s pastors with the intelligence
of the health care system.”
The program has five parts: education,
intervention, prevention, treatment and
access, and aftercare. Liaisons from Methodist Le Bonheur work with designated
church leaders to implement wellness

»

happenings
National Hispanic Professional OrganizationMemphis will meet Thursday, May 16, from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Hilton Memphis, 939 Ridge Lake Blvd. Speakers
include Larry Jensen, president and CEO of Cushman &
Wakefield/Commercial Advisors LLC, and representatives
from Washington think tank Excelencia in Education. Cost is
free for members and $20 for nonmembers. R.S.V.P. to info@

The Peabody will host the Great Gatsby dinner, part of its historic dinner series, Friday,
May 10, at 7 p.m. at Chez Philippe, 149 Union
Ave. The Roaring Twenties-themed dinner will
include period cocktails, a guest speaker and
take-home gift. Cost is $85. R.S.V.P. to 5294183.
The Beale Street Mess Around, a concert
fundraiser for The Blues Foundation’s Raise
the Roof campaign, will be held Friday, May 10,
at 7 p.m. at Rum Boogie Cafe, 182 Beale St.
Tickets are $10 at the door. Visit blues.org.
The Peabody will host a Mother’s Day brunch
Sunday, May 12, from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on the hotel’s mezzanine level, 149 Union Ave.
Tickets are $59 for adults and $22 for children
ages 5 to 12. R.S.V.P. to 529-3668.
Memphis Botanic Garden will host its Mother’s Day Jazz Brunch Sunday, May 12, from
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Garden, 750 Cherry
Road. The event will include a buffet at live music by the Memphis Jazz Orchestra. Tickets are
$30 for members and $40 for nonmembers.
Visit memphisbotanicgarden.com.
Memphis Urban League Young Professionals will hold an empowerment mixer Monday,
May 13, at 6 p.m. at The Assisi Foundation of
Memphis, 515 Erin Drive. R.S.V.P. to LaKeisha
Harrison at secretary@mulyp.org by Friday,
May 10.

That usually means everything from
making sure the patient’s dog is fed while
the patient is hospitalized to ensuring the
patient’s needs are met after hospital discharge. Volunteers provide rides to followup medical visits, house cleaning, meal
preparation, and making sure the patient
has support during the recovery process.
Hospital navigators also make sure
patients understand their treatment and
discharge plan. Methodist Le Bonheur
nurse educators and clinical directors help
provide extra education and answer questions for patients who indicate they’d like
additional information.
“We still find that patients don’t really
understand and really don’t feel that they
have the authority to even question what
a physician has said,” Baker explained. “I
think physicians are becoming more and
more conscious of that and are really making an effort to help patients and families
understand.”
Since the program’s inception, the
Congregational Health Network has
reduced mortality, inpatient utilization
and health care costs and charges, while
improving satisfaction with hospital care.

Turner-Wilson, co-founder of RedRover Sales &
Marketing, will speak. Cost is $25 for NAWBO
members, $30 for nonmembers and $35 at
the door. Visit nawbomemphis.org.

Tickets are $8 in advance and $9 at the gate.
Visit memphisinmay.org for a schedule.

Healthy Memphis Common Table will hold
its annual meeting Tuesday, May 14, from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at The Racquet Club of Memphis, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. Dr. Steven Coulter will
present the keynote. Visit healthymemphis.org.
Memphis Rotary Club will meet Tuesday, May
14, at noon at the University Club of Memphis,
1346 Central Ave. Commercial Appeal sports
columnist Geoff Calkins will speak. Cost is $18.
R.S.V.P. to Taylor Hughes at taylor@memphisrotary.org.
Methodist North Hospital will hold a stroke
support group meeting Tuesday, May 14, at 2
p.m. in day room one at HealthSouth Rehabilitation, 4100 Austin Peay Highway. Visit
methodisthealth.org or call 516-5646.

nhpomemphis.us or 466-6476.

» Community

education programs. Some congregations
have implemented short education sessions on a different health issue each Sunday – many follow the national calendar of
health observances.
“We promise we will bring our resources to help with outreach,” Baker said.
Research shows that people who stay
connected to their congregations while
hospitalized have better health care
outcomes. When members of the Congregational Health Network are admitted to
the hospital, the Methodist Le Bonheur
electronic medical record system flags the
patient and alerts a navigator employed
by the hospital. The navigator visits the
patient to determine the patient’s needs
and to get permission to let the patient’s
congregation know that the patient is in
the hospital and to provide a general update on their condition.
Congregations provide substantial resources and assistance to members when
they are in the hospital and after they are
discharged. Trained clergy and church
volunteers help develop a plan of care for
patients in coordination with Methodist Le
Bonheur staff.

The Memphis Chapter International Association of Administrative Professionals will
meet Monday, May 13, at 6 p.m. at Memphis
Marriott East, 5795 Poplar Ave. Melissa Webb,
president of the IAAP Desoto chapter, will
present “Constructing Your Career – Getting
to the Heart.” Cost is $22. R.S.V.P. to sharon.
gardner@asentinel.com or 752-6213.
Methodist South Hospital will hold a stroke
support group meeting Monday, May 13, at
6:30 p.m. in meeting room B of the hospital,
1300 Wesley Drive. Visit methodisthealth.org
or call 516-3726.
Memphis Center City Revenue Finance
Corp. will meet Tuesday, May 14, at 9 a.m. at
the Downtown Memphis Commission office,
114 N. Main St. Visit downtownmemphiscommission.com.
CBIZ MHM Memphis office will host a CFO/
Controller conference Tuesday, May 14, from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in The University of Memphis
Fogelman Executive Center, 3675 Central
Ave. Topics will include business lending, data
breaches, hiring practices and the Affordable
Care Act. Cost is $50. Register at cfocontrollerconfmay2013.eventbrite.com.
National Association of Women Business
Owners Memphis chapter will meet Tuesday,
May 14, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Chickasaw Country Club, 3935 Galloway Ave. Lori

Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, May 15,
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at DeVry University,
6401 Poplar Ave. Social media specialist Cheryl
Hurley, founder of SQ Modern Media, will present “Blogging Made Simple.” Cost is free. Visit
talkshoppe.biz.
Families of Incarcerated Individuals Inc. will
host a rebranding event Wednesday, May 15,
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Benjamin
L. Hooks Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave. The
orgnization will unveil its revamped programs
and services. Call 726-6191.
Sales and Marketing Society of the MidSouth will meet Wednesday, May 15, from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Racquet Club of
Memphis, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. Mark von Stolk,
owner of Calaveras Business Coaching, will
present “Selling More With Metaphors.” Cost
in advance is free for members and $25 for
nonmembers; cost at the door is $30. Visit
sms-midsouth.org.
Kiwanis Club of Memphis will meet Wednesday, May 15, from noon to 1 p.m. at The University Club of Memphis, 1346 Central Ave. Derek
Goldfarb, Memphis Redbirds assistant general
manager and director of sales, will speak. Cost
is $18 for nonmembers.
The Memphis in May World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest will be held
Thursday, May 16, through Saturday, May 18,
at Tom Lee Park, on Riverside Drive Downtown.

The Peabody Rooftop Party will be held
Thursday, May 16, from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at The
Peabody, 149 Union Ave. Party Planet will perform. Tickets are $10. Visit peabodymemphis.
com or call 529-4000.

» THE ARTS
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art will host
Vin-A-Que, part of the 2013 Memphis Wine
+ Food Series, Friday, May 10, at 7 p.m. at
the museum, 1934 Poplar Ave. The event will
include snout-to-tail barbecue, other dishes
prepared by local chefs, specialty cocktails
and wines, and live music. Tickets are $75 in
advance and $100 at the door. Visit memphiswineandfoodseries.org.
The Orpheum Theatre will present “Rock of
Ages” Friday, May 10, through Sunday, May 12
at the theater, 203 S. Main St. Visit orpheummemphis.com or call 525-3000 for showtimes
and tickets.
The Buckman Performing Arts Center
at St. Mary’s School will present Grammy
Award-winning bluegrass musician Dr. Ralph
Stanley and His Clinch Mountain Boys Friday,
May 10, at 8 p.m. at Buckman, 60 Perkins Road
Extended. Buy tickets at buckmanartscenter.
com.
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art will host its
Grand Auction, the finale of the 2013 Memphis
Wine + Food Series, Saturday, May 11, at 5:30
p.m. at the museum, 1934 Poplar Ave. The auction will feature trips, art and more. Tickets are
$150. Visit memphiswineandfoodseries.org.
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host
Logan Hanna and C.J. Manning as part of its
Spring Bistro Music Series Saturday, May 11,
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the bookstore, 387
Perkins Road Extended. Visit thebooksellersatlaurelwood.com.
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art will host
a private winemaker dinner, part of the 2013
Memphis Wine + Food Series, Thursday, May
9, at 6 p.m. at the museum, 1934 Poplar Ave.
The event will include select winemakers and
wines paired with dishes prepared by local
chefs. Tickets are $1,000, which includes entry
to Vin-A-Que on Friday, May 10, and the Brooks’
Grand Auction on Saturday, May 11. Visit memphiswineandfoodseries.org.
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Week of 4/29/13 - 5/5/13
crosswords

The Weekly
Crossword
The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Recipe
instruction
5 Search party
10 Actress Sheedy
of "The Breakfast Club"
14 Novice
15 SAG member
16 In ___ of; in
place of
17 "The Iliad", eg.
18 Disgrace
19 Elliptical
20 Annoying
22 Fade away
23 Jacket material,
sometimes
24 Wild hog
26 Sudden attack
28 Separate by kind
31 Will-reading
attendee
32 Pub fare
35 Stately old
dance
36 Blunder
37 High school
subj.
38 Unknown
author, briefly
39 Radiant
41 Yesteryear
42 Cold War missile
43 Soft murmur
44 Opposed
46 Stage scenery
47 ___ have you
48 Compass
heading
49 Experience
50 Wing chair or
recliner, eg.
51 Mature
54 Place for small
dogs
56 Armstrong or
Bass
60 Smell
61 Essential
63 2006 Stephen
King novel
64 Rude person
65 Battery cell

1

2

3
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by Margie E. Burke

4

5

6

7

8

9

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
24
28

22

21

29

25

26

30

36

38

39

42

43

40

52

44

33

34

57

58

59

45

48
50

53

54

55

56

60

61

64

65

66

67

68

69

66 Sayer and
Tolstoy
67 Catch sight of
68 Plains Indians
dwelling
69 Advantage

27 Larry Jordan's
47 Scalp cyst
alter ego in
49 Transport boat
comics
50 Gardening tool
28 Pile up
51 Judge's garment
29 Aretha hit, "____ 52 Altar
You've Been
declarations
Gone"
53 Break down,
with "out"
30 Muzzle
31 Spartan serf
55 Upon
32 Separated
57 Require
33 Cattle catcher
58 Plumber's job
34 Penetrate
59 Otherwise
37 Grand exhibition 61 Wine tank
40 Scoring target
62 Big name in
45 Calf meat
jeans
Answer to Last Week's Crossword

62

63
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DOWN
1 Staircase unit
2 Use a keyboard
3 Rainbow
goddess
4 Surrounded by
stones
5 Dance step
6 Dark yellow
L I V E R
7 Take a ____ at;
A G A V E
attempt
T U N E D
R A I N C O
8 Guadalajara hat
I N S T A R
9 Before, in
R A
A A H
poems
S P L
10 Audibly
C H O K E
11 Current-carrying
A U
D I T
Week of 4/29/13
- 5/5/13
12 Main role
P R O
A
13 Christmas
S T R E T C
21 Long ago
L A I R
23 1967 film, "To
O V E R P O
___ With Love"
S
L I S T
25 Diplomat
S
D A S H
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E
R
I
S
H
W
O
O

O B E
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B E D
N
I G I L A
T O R
T
F O G L
T O R
E N
W H
E D
H O
N L A I D
S E R T
T E R
G A S W O
A D
E R
R E
L E
M A
L O

C
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A
M
O
N

M
A
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E

P
R
E
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Difficulty : Easy

HOW
TO SOLVE:

HOW TO PLAY

Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the numbers 1

to 9; and each set of 3 by 3

boxes must contain the

numbers 1 to 9.


Sometimes you can live somewhere your
whole life and never know the full story.	


MemphisConnect.com	

is your guide to local culture, arts, living and
all things Memphis.	


Answer to Last Week's Sudoku
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public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated March 3, 2003, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded March 7, 2003, at Book D660,
Page 227 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Jeffrey Voyles and Melodie
M. Voyles, conveying certain property
therein described to Arnold M. Weiss,
Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage, Inc.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on June 3, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Real Estate situated in the 13 Civil
District of Fayette County, Tennessee:
Beginning a spike (set) in the centerline of McNeill Road (50 feet wide),
this point being the Southwest corner
of the tract herein described and being the following courses: (3 calls)
along the centerline of said Road
from a spike (found) in the South
line of the C. Whitfield Middlecoff,
III et al 489.37 acre tract (by deed),
said point also being the Northwest
corner of the Thomas Haynes McNeill
old Tract Number 3 for 228.14 acres
(Deed Book 167, Page 575) and the
Northeast corner of the Union Grove
C.M.E. Church 1 acre tract (Deed
Book 63, Page 208), North 04 degrees 58 minutes 39 seconds East
146.11 feet (spike found) North 06
degrees 33 minutes 59 seconds East
142.44 feet (spike found) and North
08 degrees 14 minutes 24 seconds
East 16.34 feet to the point of beginning, from said point of beginning in a
Northeastwardly direction along the
centerline of said Road the following
courses: (2 calls-spike found at break
point) North 08 degrees 14 minutes
24 seconds East 342.45 feet and
North 12 degrees 27 minutes 08
seconds East 77.55 feet to a spike
(set) in the centerline of said Road;
thence South 69 degrees 37 minutes
58 seconds East, passing an iron (setsteel fence post) at 25.63 feet and on
for a total of 539.46 feet to an iron
(set-steel fence post), this point being
an internal corner of the remainder
of the said Middlecoff et al tract;
thence an iron (set-steel fence post),
this point being an internal corner of
the remainder of the said Middlecoff
et al tract; thence South 12 degrees
27 minutes 08 seconds West 415.58
feet to an iron (set-steel fence post),
this point being an internal corner of
the remainder of the said Middlecoff
et al tract; thence North 69 degrees
37 minutes 58 seconds West, passing an iron (set-steel fence post)
at 456.58 feet and on for a total of
514.06 feet to the point of beginning
and containing 5.00 acres.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 270 McNeill Road,
Somerville, Tennessee 38068-7130
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the

premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Jeffrey
Voyles; Melodie M. Voyles; Cavalry SPV
I, LLC as assignee of Bank of America/
FIA Card Services, N.A.; Cavalry SPV I,
LLC as assignee of Bank of America/
FIA Card Services, N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-235068
DATED May 1, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11511

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 14, 2005, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 27, 2005, at Book T1690,
Page 137 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Margaret J. Mullins, conveying certain property therein described to
Group 9, Inc. as Trustee for Washington
Mutual Bank, FA, a federal association;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on May 23, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lying and being located in the 5th
Civil District, County of Madison,
State of Tennessee; all that certain
parcel or tract of land known as:
Being the Northern portion of Lot
Number 5, Block 7 of the Walnut
Grove Subdivision of Highland Park
Addition to the City of Jackson, Tennessee, a plat of which subdivision
is recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 41,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, and being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin in the
West margin of Prospect Street at
a point 110 feet North of the North
margin of Walnut Avenue; said pin
being 30 feet from the centerline of
Prospect Street; runs thence West
a distance of 70 feet to an iron pin
in the East line of Lloyd K. Rush and
wife; thence with the East line of
Rush, North a distance of 110 feet
to an iron pin in the South margin of
a 10 foot alley; thence with the South
margin of said alley East a distance
of 70 feet to an iron pin in the West
margin of Prospect Street; thence
with the West margin of Prospect
Street, South a distance of 110
feet to the point of beginning, and
containing 7700 square feet more or
less. Said description as taken from
survey made by Larry I. Smith, L.L.S.
Tennessee Reg. Number 824 dated
February 5, 1981.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1187 Prospect Avenue, Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded

plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Margaret
J. Mullins
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1356-225901
DATED April 19, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Apr. 26, May 3, 10, 2013 Fin11495
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 30, 2003, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 13, 2003, at Book T1477,
Page 593 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Kenneth W. Kelly, Leslee
A. Kelly, Kenneth W. Kelly, and Leslee
A. Kelly, conveying certain property
therein described to Charles Patterson
as Trustee for First Horizon Home Loan
Corporation d/b/a First Tennessee
Home Loans; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on May 23, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Map 56H, Group D, Parcel 12.00. Land
lying and being in the Fifth Civil District of Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows, to wit:
Being Lot Number Forty-three (43),
Section II, Autumn Valley Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 5 at Page 244 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 7 Canvasback
Cove, Jackson, Tennessee 383052308
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Kenneth W. Kelly; Leslee A. Kelly; Leaders
Credit Union; Kenneth W. Kelly; Leslee
A. Kelly
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
884-140256
DATED April 22, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee

FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Apr. 26, May 3, 10, 2013 Fin11496
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 19, 2002, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 22, 2002, at Book T1393,
Page 850 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Vicki Simmons and Andre
Simmons, conveying certain property
therein described to Denise Haraseviate as Trustee for Washington Mutual
Bank, F.A.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on May 23, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning on a point in the East margin of Pleasant Plains Road and being
30 feet from the center of said road
and also being the Southwest corner
of Lot 60 of Hunters Green North, Section 5-A, Deer Creek Development;
thence with the South line of Lot
60 North 00 degrees 10 minutes 18
seconds East a distance of 150 feet
to a point being the Northwest corner
of Lot 67; thence with the West line of
Lot 67 South 0 degrees 33 minutes 20
seconds East a distance of 100 feet to
a point being the Northeast corner of
Lot 58; thence with the North line of
Lot 5-A South 00 degrees 10 minutes
18 seconds West a distance of 150
feet to a point in the East margin of
Pleasant Plains Road and being the
Northwest corner of Lot 58; thence
with the margin of said road North
0 degrees 33 minutes 20 seconds
West a distance of 100 feet to the
point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 266 Pleasant
Plains Road, Jackson, Tennessee
38305-6615
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Vicki
Simmons; Andre Simmons; Leaders
Credit Union
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-226310
DATED April 17, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Apr. 26, May 3, 10, 2013 Fin11497
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated June 18, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded June 21, 2004, at Book T1590,
Page 960 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

executed by Karen D. Potts, conveying
certain property therein described to Arnold M. Weiss, Esq., as Trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on May 23, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
BEING Lot Number Two (2), Section
I, Phase I, The Cedars Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 8 at Page 122, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee,
ALSO KNOWN AS: 26 Poplar Lane,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305-9189
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Karen
D. Potts; Jason M. Potts
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-230844
DATED April 17, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Apr. 26, May 3, 10, 2013 Fin11498
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated February 22, 2008, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded March 3, 2008, at Book T1825,
Page 1930 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by John Paul Eads, Victoria Rae
Eads, John Paul Eads, and Victoria Rae
Eads, conveying certain property therein
described to Holmes, Rich & Sigler as
Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for First
Tennessee Home Loans, a Division of
First Tennessee Bank, N.A., its successors and assigns.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 27, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
Continued on page 32
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County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the South
margin of Pinecrest Drive at the
Northwest corner of Lot Number 53
in Section III, Watlington Woods Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 3, Page 128, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence South 6
degrees 30 minutes West with the
West margin of said Lot Number 53,
a distance of 169.54 feet to a stake
at the Southwest corner of same
and at the Northeast corner of Lot
Number 39 in said Subdivision; runs
thence North 85 degrees 58 minutes
West with the North line of said Lot
Number 39 a distance of 124.91 feet
to a stake at the Northwest corner of
same; runs thence North 6 degrees
30 minutes East 170 feet to a stake
in the South margin of Pinecrest
Drive; runs thence in an Easterly
direction with the South margin of
Pinecrest Drive 125 feet to a point
of beginning. Being Lot Number 54
in Section III of Watlington Woods
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 3, Page 128,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
The Southern 7.5 feet of said lot are
subject to a drainage easement and
utility easement as shown on the
recorded plat of said subdivision.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 96 Pinecrest Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: John
Paul Eads; Victoria Rae Eads; John Paul
Eads; Victoria Rae Eads
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700-168801
DATED April 26, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 3, 10, 17, 2013
Fin11502
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 21, 2002, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 22, 2002, at
Book T1417, Page 474 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Robert B.
Nichols and Eileen F. Nichols, conveying certain property therein described
to Thomas F. Baker, IV as Trustee for
First Horizon Home Loan Corporation
D/B/A First Tennessee Home Loans;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on May 30, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison

County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number 13, Belle Trace
Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 9, Page 149, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, reference to which plat
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 75 Belle Trace
Cove, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Robert
B. Nichols; Eileen F. Nichols
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931-234909
DATED April 25, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 3, 10, 17, 2013
Fin11503
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated June 24, 2010, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded June 30, 2010, at Book T1884,
Page 1154 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by June L. Johnson, conveying
certain property therein described to Arnold M. Weiss, Esq., as Trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on May 30, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the West
margin of North Russell Road at the
Northeast corner of Lot Number 28 of
the North Hills Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
1, Page 314, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee; runs
thence in a Northerly direction with
the West margin of North Russell
Road 90 feet to a stake at the Southeast corner of Lot Number 26 in said
Subdivision; thence North 87 degrees
30 minutes West with the South line
of said Lot Number 26, 149.8 feet to
a stake at the Southwest corner of
same; runs thence South 1 degrees
11 minutes West 43 feet to a stake;
runs thence South 46 degrees 11
minutes West 30 feet to a stake at the
Northwest corner of said Lot Number
28 in said Subdivision; thence in an
Easterly direction with the North line
of said Lot Number 28, 164.2 feet to
a stake in the West margin of North

Russell Road, being the point of beginning and being Lot Number 27 of
the North Hills Subdivision, appearing
of record in Plat Book 1, Page 314,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 489 Russell Road,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301-3438
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: June L.
Johnson; Estate of June L. Johnson; Heir
of June L. Johnson; June Lim Johnson,
Trustee of the Jun Lim Johnson Revocable Trust; The Heirs to the Estate
of June L. Johnson; June Lim Johnson
Revocable Trust
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-234919
DATED April 25, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 3, 10, 17, 2013
Fin11504
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 22, 2005, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded December 7, 2005, at
Book T1723, Page 279 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Eric Boyd and
Latoya Boyd, conveying certain property
therein described to Holmes, Rich &
Sigler, PC as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Accredited Home Lenders,
Inc., a California Corporation, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 6, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin in the West
margin of right-of-way of Charles
Latham Drive, said point being the
Southeast corner of Lot Number 4,
Section II of Orchard Hill Subdivision,
a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 4, Page 294, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee; runs thence South 02
degrees 30 minutes West with the
West margin of Charles Latham Drive
a distance of 71.3 feet to a point; runs
thence in a Southwesterly direction
and following a curve to the right
having a radius of 16 feet a distance
of 25.13 feet to a point in the North
margin right-of-way of Chuck Cove;
runs thence North 87 degrees 30
minutes West with the North margin
of Chuck Cove a distance of 177.5
feet to a point; runs thence in a
Northwesterly direction and following
a curve to the right having a radius
of 25 feet a distance of 6.27 feet to
an iron pin at the Southeast corner
of Lot Number 14 in said Subdivision;

runs thence North 02 degrees 30
minutes East with the East line of
Lot Number 14 a distance of 124.19
feet to an iron pin in the South line
of Lot Number 3, Section I in said
Subdivision; runs thence South 76
degrees 50 minutes East with the
South line of Lot Numbers 3 and 4 a
distance of 203.52 feet to the point
of beginning. Being Lot Number 15,
Section II of Orchard Hill Subdivision,
platted as aforesaid, and as surveyed
by Thomas L. Dean Associates on
September 30, 1986.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 9 Chuck Cove,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Eric
Boyd; Latoya Boyd; Accredited Home
Lenders, Inc.; Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for
Accredited Home Lenders, Inc.; Franklin
Credit Management Corporation
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700-164663
DATED April 29, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11506
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 10, 2007, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 12, 2007, at Book T1805,
Page 309 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by George Williams and Amber
Williams, conveying certain property
therein described to Byrd & Byrd as
Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for M&T
Bank, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 6, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the North
margin of Prince Drive at a point
North 69 degrees East 210 feet from
the Southeast corner of Lot Number
9 in Block 1 of Maness Subdivision
Number 2, as the same appears of
record in Plat Book 1, Page 244, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, being also the Southeast
corner of Lot Number 12 in Block 1
of said Maness Subdivision Number
2; runs thence North 17 degrees
West 142.5 feet to a stake at the
Southwest corner of Lot Number 6 in
Block 1 of said Maness Subdivision
Number 2; thence with the South
margin of said Lot Number 6, North
71 degrees East 70 feet to a stake
in LaFon’s West line; thence South
17 degrees 140 feet to a stake in the

North margin of Prince Drive; thence
South 69 degrees West with the
North margin of Prince Drive 70 feet
to the point of beginning. Being Lot
Number 13 in Block Number 1 of Maness Subdivision Number 2, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
1, Page 244, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 31 Prince Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: George
Williams; Amber Williams; Midland
Funding LLC Assignee of Beneficial
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700-189468
DATED May 1, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11507

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 19, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 28, 2004, at Book 1153,
Page 612 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by David D. Fox, Sr. and Donna
S. Fox, conveying certain property therein
described to Transcontinental Title as
Trustee for ABN AMRO Mortgage Group,
Inc.; and the undersigned, Wilson &
Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 5, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
The following-described real estate,
situated and being in the County of
Shelby, State of Tennessee.
Being Lot No. 16, Beaver Subdivision, Section B, by plat of record
in Plat Cabinet B, Slide 89, of the
Register’s Office of Tipton County,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 247 Beaver Creek
Lane, Brighton, Tennessee 38011
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: David
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D. Fox Sr.; Donna S. Fox
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
817-214243
DATED April 30, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 3, 10, 17, 2013
Fin11501
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated June 7, 2006, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded June 19, 2006, at Book 1281,
Page 777 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Thomas E. Langford, Lesa
A. Langford, Thomas Langford and Lesa
Langford, conveying certain property
therein described to First American
Title Insurance Company as Trustee
for National Mortgage Network; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 5, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
A certain tract or parcel of land in
Tipton County, State of Tennessee,
described as follows, to-wit:
Lot 684, Section B, Phase 2, Blaydes
Estates Subdivision, as shown on
plat of record in Plat Cabinet G,
Slide 24-A, in the Register’s Office of
Tipton County, Tennessee, to which
plat reference is hereby made for a
more particular description of said
property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 522 Farmer Trail,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Thomas
E. Langford; Lesa A. Langford; Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.;
WMC Mortgage Corporation; Thomas
Langford; Lesa Langford
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700-154936
DATED May 6, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11505
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated February 27, 2006, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,

recorded April 24, 2006, at Book 1270,
Page 691 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Sharhonda Brent, conveying certain property therein described
to Holmes, Rich, Sigler & Riddick, Attys as Trustee for Centex Home Equity
Company, LLC; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 5, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a found iron post being in
the West right of way line of Sandpiper
Drive (60.00 feet total right of way)
being the Northeast corner of Lot 18
of Baskin Heights Subdivision, Section A, as recorded in Plat Cabinet B,
Slide 123, also being the Southeast
corner of Lot 19 of said subdivision;
thence in a Southwesterly direction,
along the West right of way line of
Sandpiper Drive (60.00 feet total
right of way) South 03 degrees 00
minutes 00 seconds West, 100 feet
to the Southeast corner of Lot 18,
also being the Northeast corner of
Lot 17 of said subdivision; thence
in a Northwesterly direction, along
the South line of Lot 18, also being
the North line of Lot 17, North 86
degrees 39 minutes 14 seconds
West, 200.00 feet to a found iron
post being the Southwest corner of
Lot 18, also being in the East line of
Lot 62 of Baskin Heights Subdivision,
Section B, as recorded at Plat Cabinet
B, Slides 127 and 128; thence in a
Northeastwardly direction, along the
West line of Lot 18 and the East line of
Lot 62, North 03 degrees 00 minutes
00 seconds East, 100.00 feet to a
found iron post being the Northwest
corner of Lot 18, also being the
Southwest corner of Lot 19; thence
in a Southeastwardly direction, along
the North line of Lot 18 and the South
line of Lot 19, South 86 degrees 39
minutes 14 second East, 200 feet to
the point of beginning and containing
0.46 acres, more or less.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1444 Sandpiper
Drive, Covington, Tennessee 38109
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens or
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter
that an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose. In addition, the following
parties may claim an interest in the
above-referenced property: Sharhonda
Brent; Fentress C. Buford
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931-111971
DATED May 6, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11508
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 19, 2000, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 15, 2000, at Book 901,

Page 425 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by David A. Delones, Debra
L. Delones and Debra Delones, f/k/a
Debra L. Le, conveying certain property
therein described to SouthTrust Bank,
NA as Trustee for SouthTrust Mortgage
Corporation; and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 5, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 15, Witherington Estates, Section
B, as shown on plat of record in Plat
Cabinet C, Slide 148, in the Register’s
Office, Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 100 Margaret
Place, Munford, Tennessee 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: David A.
Delones; Debra L. Delones; SouthTrust
Bank, National Association; Debra
Delones, f/k/a Debra L. Le
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-131929
DATED May 1, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11509
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 22, 1994, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded April 25, 1994, at Book 723,
Page 345 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Joseph L. Wroblewski and
Linda J. Wroblewski, conveying certain
property therein described to Thomas
F. Baker, IV as Trustee for First Tennessee Bank National Association; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on June 12, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 42, Section C, Blaydes Estates,

as recorded in Plat Cabinet C, Slide
42, in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the East line
of Blaydes Street, said point being
in the Southwest corner of Lot 43;
thence Southward along the East
line of Blaydes Street, on a curve to
the left, having a radius of 841.74
feet a distance of 202.46 feet to a
point in the Northwest corner of Lot
41; thence North 70 degrees, 28
minutes, 03 seconds East along the
North line of Lot 41, 227.87 feet to
a point in the Southwest corner of
Lot 46; thence North 19 degrees,
31 minutes, 57 seconds West along
the West line of Lot 46, 201.59 feet
to a point in the Southeast corner of
Lot 43; thence South 70 degrees, 28
minutes, 03 seconds West along the
South line of Lot 43, 215.54 feet to
the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 370 Blaydes Drive,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004-7108
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Joseph L.
Wroblewski; Linda J. Wroblewski; Associates Home Equity Services, Inc.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-182747
DATED May 6, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11510
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
AND SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
terms and conditions of payments, pursuant to a certain Deed of Trust executed
by Rex Pettijohn and Jane Fenton, both
unmarried, to Trace Robbins, Trustee,
dated the 25th day of July, 2007 and
being of record in Book 1356, Page 163,
Register’s Office for Tipton County, Tennessee, referred to herein as the deed
of trust, which conveyed certain real
property, appurtenances, estate, title
and interest therein in trust to secure the
indebtedness described therein, which
indebtedness is now due and unpaid and
has been declared in default by the lawful owner thereof, Beneficial Tennessee,
Inc. Appointment of Substitute Trustee
having been duly executed by the holder
of the note and beneficiary of said Deed
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of Trust, and appointing William Timothy
Hill as Substitute Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, William Timothy
Hill, Trustee, pursuant to the said Deed
of Trust, having been requested by the
owner and holder of said indebtedness
so to do, by virtue of the authority and
power vested in me by said deed of trust
and appointing of Substitute Trustee
will on the 31st day of May, 2013, at
12:00 noon, on the front door of the
Tipton County Courthouse, Covington,
Tennessee, sell at public outcry to the
highest bidder for cash (or credit upon
the indebtedness secured, if the holder
is the successful purchaser) the following described property located in Tipton
County, Tennessee, to wit:
Lot 9, Section B, Strong Subdivision,
as shown on plat of record in Plat
Cabinet A, Slide 170, in the Register’s
Office of Tipton County, Tennessee, to
which plan reference is hereby made
for a more complete and accurate
description.
BEING the same property conveyed to
Rex Pettijohn and Jane Fenton, T/I/C,
by deed recorded 8/7-2 in Book 1015,
Page 488, in the Register of Deeds
Office for Tipton County, Tennessee.
This is improved property known as
65 Laverne, Atoka, TN
If there is any discrepancy with the
street address, the legal description
will control.
At the time of this publication, the §
35‐5‐117 notice of the right to foreclose was timely forwarded. The sale
of the property described in said Deed
of Trust shall be subject to any and
all instrument of record, prior liens,
encumbrances, deeds of trust, easements, restrictions, building lines,
unpaid taxes, assessments, penalties
and interest, if any. All right and equity
of redemption, homestead, dower and
all other exceptions are expressly
waived in said Deed of Trust, and the
title is believed to be good, but the
Substitute Trustee will convey and sell
only as Substitute Trustee. The right is
reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day or time certain without
further publication, upon announcement
at the time for the above.
This is an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Other interested parties: LVNV Funding, LLC
This 9th day of May, 2013.
William Timothy Hill, Substitute
Trustee
May 10, 17, 24, 2013
Fin11512
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opinion

Memphis in May
Events Still Deliver

W

atching the
evolution of the
Memphis in May
International
Festival, it is
easy to lose sight
of who is in the crowds by the river
with us.
It turns out a lot of them aren’t from
Memphis, strictly speaking. The irony
is for all of our more high-profile efforts to bring in visitors from the larger
region, we have built quite the model
for nearly 40 years while we were having what many of us regarded as our
annual big party for ourselves by the
river.
As our cover story points out, a
2012 analysis by the University of
Memphis for the festival shows the
events have a direct economic impact
on the area of more than $70 million.
Or take a look at a post-event
survey after the 2012 events that shows
72 percent came from 50 or more miles
away, about the same as the survey for
the year before showed.
Last year, those visitors spent $9.4
million on hotel rooms to stay here just
during the Beale Street Music Festival
opening weekend.
The evolution of Memphis in May
in the last 37 years suggests there will
be changes if not in structure then in
the appeal of specific events.
The Sunset Symphony, then and
now at the end of the festival month,
was once the high point in terms of
attendance with people camping atop
the bluff overlooking Riverside Drive a

Engaging Employees

week in advance of it.
Then came the Beale Street Music
Festival’s move from a parking lot on
Beale Street to the multiple stages in
Tom Lee Park, an approach developed
and talent attracted through the connections of the late Bob Kelley and his
Mid-South Concerts organization.
And when Tom Lee Park expanded
in the 1990s, the already large footprint
of the barbecue festival was ready to
take in the new territory as well on its
weekend.
Sometimes we lose track of who the
honored country is. Admit it.
The irony is the original goal of
this back in the mid 1970s – when our
civic inferiority complex was in full
bloom and seemingly nothing we attempted Downtown was working – was
to promote international trade with a
specific country.
Japan was picked as the first
honored country precisely because a
Japanese corporation, Sharp Manufacturing, was about to build a plant
way out in Hickory Hill to make new
television sets.
So we invited Sharp executives
and Japanese diplomats, found some
Japanese flags and let fly with a much
smaller Tom Lee Park that was still
separated from what was John B. Edgar
Point, a stage in an uneven parking lot
up the bluff and a few barbecue grills
in the shadow of the newly rechristened Orpheum.
All these years later, the party
with a cause goes on in a city forever
changed by a good time.

to shift their day forward, so no time is lost,
This week let us extend Last
or make up the difference on another day.
week’s conversation by exploring ways
As another option, companies could prothat a company can provide incentives to
vide a certain amount of time per month
encourage employees to volunteer with
or year that may be allotted for corporatenonprofits and get more engaged in the
endorsed volunteer days.
community. Recently, I had a conversaSecond, tie active engagement to
tion about corporate philanthropy with an
corporate sponsorships. Companies usuupcoming LPBC guest speaker, Richard
ally encourage employees to take
Montanez, director of marleadership roles with nonprofits,
keting with PepsiCo Amerilike serving on boards or on steercas Beverages. He echoed
ing committees. To show support,
the trend highlighted in
the company will then make the
last week’s column where
commitment to sponsor those
corporate philanthropy is
nonprofit events in which the emnow heavily focusing on
ployee is participating. Tying corpoengagement, noting that
Jeremy Park rate sponsorships to employee
customers and employees
giving back engagement shows support, offers
alike are more and more
encouragement, and also affords
expecting corporations to
the employee a chance to strengthen their
be directly involved within their communileadership skills. The nonprofit receives
ties. This means community engagement
personal and financial support, and the
is truly becoming a fundamental compocompany receives marketing and communent of corporate sustainability.
nity goodwill, as well.
For business leaders, the key is finding
Third, tie corporate donations to volunsimple, yet meaningful ways to create
teer hours spent at a nonprofit. There are
opportunities for employees, who are the
real brand ambassadors, to give back in the many variations, but a basic example is if
an employee donates 10 personal hours of
community. Since most employees genuservice, the company will match the effort
inely welcome an opportunity to support
with a $500 donation on their behalf. Some
nonprofits and help our city, leaders must
companies will give employees an amount
provide them with the encouragement,
per year, like $1,000, which they can confreedom, and support to do so. Below are
tribute based where they are actively volthree ways companies can manage the
unteering. These are just three examples to
weekly workload, but also incentivize their
get your creative juices flowing. I encourteams to roll up their sleeves and make a
age you to look at ways you can encourage
“hands on” impact.
your employees to get engaged and create
First, allow employees to modify their
your own opportunities to give back.
work schedule. Since many volunteer
Jeremy Park, director of the Lipscomb
opportunities can fit within a workday, like
Pitts Breakfast Club, can be reached at
tutoring youth afterschool from 3:30 p.m.
jeremyp@lpinsurance.com and followed on
to 5 p.m., allowing employees to adjust
Twitter (@lpbreakfastclub) and Facebook
their schedule provides an encouraging
(facebook.com/lpbreakfastclub).
solution. Companies may allow employees

City’s Professional Basketball Franchise Creating Big Buzz
A ROUND OF APPLAUSE.
“You need to do next week’s column
on the Grizz,” the email from a regular
reader opened.
“There is no better or more appropriate time than now when the whole
city is watching. You can contest the
Simers article in the LA paper about
Memphis being a ‘rathole’ where they
should be ‘handing out bullet-proof
vests instead of growl towels’ and focus
on how the team represents the diverse,
working class mentality of our city. Also,
new ownership, including local minority
group with Justin Timberlake, Ashley
Manning, etc. Memphians are soaking
up the Grizz like a sponge right now. You
should join in. Just a thought.”
That from Gaines Conaway. Thanks,
son, think I will.
As to LA Times columnist, T.J.
Simers, I could provide tit-for-tacky
counterpoint. To “rathole,” I might

MEMPHASIS

dan conaway

respond by pointing out that at least our
central downtown attraction isn’t a tar
pit. To “bullet proof vests,” I might ask
what one wears to wild fires or what the
proper attire is along the Pacific Coast
Highway when the mountain across the
street regularly slides into your living
rooms. In general, I might make the
observation that while Memphis grit is
very real, Los Angeles is about as real as
Ken and Barbie, except that there’s less
plastic in Ken and Barbie.
But none of that is relevant, because
Los Angeles is no longer relevant in the
NBA playoffs.

While a city that’s big enough for
two NBA franchises and blows harder
and hotter than a Santa Ana wind has
packed up its balls, the league’s two
smallest markets have moved on and
this round is playing out in front of
people with real heart and soul.
The Chinese waiter at the table next
to mine explaining high ankle sprains
in broken English. The black guy in the
Grizzlies tee demonstrating proper
technique for the pick and roll in the
UPS store (I, by the way, set the pick).
The Episcopal priest using growl towels
and “Believe Memphis” as symbols of
faith, fans as metaphors for disciples,
and all of it as the theme of a church
workshop I attended. A whole city that
knows we all have a team, and we have
a real shot.
Bless his heart, we should thank
Simers. When he decided to make it
about us and not the game, he con-

firmed what we already knew. The Grizzlies success story is bigger than the
game, their style and strut and grit and
gut represent more than a team – when
they’re on that floor, they are us, that’s
our house, and that house is full of
people who look more like this city than
anywhere else in this city.
When he wrote that column a couple
of weeks ago, we were down and feeling
out. Now, we’re still playing, the Clippers
and Lakers aren’t, and Mr. Simers is left
to play with himself.
I’m a Memphian, and whatever happens from this point forward, our team
has earned our city a round of applause.
Dan Conaway is a lifelong Memphian, longtime adman and aspiring
local character in a city known for them.
Reach him at dan@wakesomebodyup.
com.
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March 22
BROOKS UNCORKED
May 9
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May 11
GRAND AUCTION
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Thank You, Memphis
from the

Rhodes Class of 2013
O

ur education would not have been complete
without the internships, fellowships, service
opportunities and other meaningful partnerships
and experiences that Memphis provides.
For many of us, this is now home, and we will
remain in the city after graduation – continuing
our education, starting our careers, establishing
roots throughout the community, and committing
our talents and passions to help make Memphis
an even greater place.

rhodes.edu
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