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Emphasis: Commercial Real Estate // Comprehensive coverage
of the city’s dynamic real estate market, including the office and industrial sectors PAGE 16
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12 Sports
Part 1 of the season is complete. Part 2 is under way. But the true test for the
Tigers is next week at the NCAA tournament, where Memphis must win.
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Grubb & Ellis Affiliates With
New York Advisory Firm

march 15-21

This week in Memphis history:

>>>>> 1993:

Construction on the $9.1 million Wonders cultural series
exhibit on Napoleon was under way at the Memphis Cook Convention
Center, opening to the public in April. The construction was on the settings for 175 objects from the reign of Napoleon Bonaparte.

>>>>> 1974:

Elvis Presley ended another tour with a show at
the Mid-South Coliseum. The last show of the tour was recorded for a live album that was released later and included
Presley telling the audience that they were proof you can
come home again.

AP PHOTO: RCA Victor

>>>>> 1973: A $542,000, 75,000-square-foot building on the northeast
corner of Perkins and Cromwell was being built for Merle Norman Cosmetics. The regional headquarters was to be completed by October.

>>>>>

>>>>>

1963: On the front page of The Daily News, retail sales for 1962 in
Shelby County grew by 8 percent compared to 1961. The University of
Tennessee Bureau of Business Research statistics were based on sales
tax receipts. Shelby County posted sales of $795,201 for the year.
1942:

Memphis Juvenile Court Judge Camille Kelley was the
featured speaker at the Exchange Club St. Patrick’s Day luncheon.
“Although many great events in American history have occurred on St.
Patrick’s Day, the news of the landing of General Douglas McArthur in
Australia is the greatest of them all,” Kelley told those at The Gayoso.
The Glenview Coal Co. was advertising Goose Egg coal in The Daily
News for $6.75 per ton cash.
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Grubb & Ellis-Memphis – a full-service
commercial real estate firm serving western Tennessee, northern Mississippi and
eastern Arkansas – has formed an affiliation with Newmark Grubb Knight Frank,
a New York City-based commercial real
estate advisory firm.
Effective immediately, the regional firm
will operate as Newmark Grubb Memphis.
Newmark Grubb Memphis’ local
professionals and clients will have access
to NGKF’s global resources and relationships, capital markets capabilities through
NGKF’s parent company BGC Partners
Inc., and BGC’s relationships with Cantor
Fitzgerald and Cantor Commercial Real
Estate.
Joe Steffner, Grubb & Ellis-Memphis’
founder and president, said in a statement the affiliation with NGKF offers the
firm international reach and size with “an
egalitarian mentality that’s nimble and
effective.”
Newmark Grubb Memphis has completed more than $500 million in deals
since its inception in 2004, and has grown
from a single-broker shop to a team with
more than 150 years of combined commercial real estate experience. The firm
provides tenant advisory, ownership representation, investment sales, corporate
advisory, property and facilities management, market research and lease adminis-
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Senior Vice President
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tration services.
Newmark Grubb Memphis’ highlights from 2012 include representing
Milwaukee Electric Tool Corp. in leasing a 600,000-square-foot, build-to-suit
warehouse in Olive Branch; representing
Baptist Memorial Healthcare in acquiring
a 12-acre site to develop a regional cancer
center in Memphis; representing the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. in leasing a
33,000-square-foot office space at Lakecrest III; negotiating the sale of 49 acres to
the Regional Medical Center at Memphis
for development of a new medical center
near Kirby Parkway and Quince Road; and
representing Nissan Corp. in the sale of a
400,000-square-foot warehouse in Olive
Branch.

TJX Applies For
Five-Year Tax Freeze
As reported last week by The Daily
News, TJX Cos. Inc. – after inking the
largest industrial lease in the area so far
in 2013 – is opening a new distribution
center in Memphis that will create 40 jobs,
and the company is seeking a five-year tax
freeze for the project.
The retail and home furnishings company is investing almost $7 million here,
and it owns and/or operates under brand
names such as T.J. Maxx, Marshalls and
HomeGoods. It signed a lease for 414,076
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square feet at Chickasaw Distribution
Center Building D, 6100 E. Holmes Road,
suite 101.
The company will add the new jobs in
the first two years, but hopes to increase
its local employment to 117 full-time positions in year three.
For more details on the TJX lease, see
Page 15.

Competing Voucher Bills
Gearing up in Legislature
The Republican sponsor of a measure
competing with Gov. Bill Haslam’s to create
a school voucher program in Tennessee
says she’s convinced the initiative should
be broader than what the governor is
proposing.
His measure would limit the program
to 5,000 students in failing schools in the
academic year that begins in August, and
grow to 20,000 by 2016.
The proposal Sen. Dolores Gresham
plans to present in the Senate Education
Committee as early as next week would
increase the income limit for eligibility to
about $75,000 for a family of four, which
is quite an increase from the $42,643 envisioned by Haslam’s proposal. The bill also
has no limitation on growth.
When reporters asked Gresham about
her proposal Wednesday evening, she said
she had talked to the Republican governor

about the competing proposals, but didn’t
elaborate on what was discussed.
Critics have said they’re uncomfortable
with the idea of voucher programs taking
needed money from public schools and
giving them to private schools to educate
children.
Last year, Haslam persuaded the legislature to defer taking up voucher proposals while a task force he appointed studied
the various options about which families
should be eligible to use public money.
Before announcing that he would
sponsor a bill on vouchers in January, Haslam had been undecided about
whether he would take the lead on the
issue or if he would let lawmakers control
the measure.

Bass Pro Shops Mulling
Pyramid Sign Changes
Bass Pro Shops executives are “actively
considering” some changes to their proposed signage at The Pyramid, according
to the Downtown Memphis Commission.
Commission Development Projects
Manager Brett Roler said Wednesday,
March 13, that Bass Pro Shops executives
haven’t committed to changing the signage
but are considering “various options at this
point.”
“Bass Pro listened very carefully to the
input provided by the DRB and public,

and they are actively considering potential
modifications to their signage application that would advance their business
interests while also being sensitive to the
community’s concerns,” Roler said in a
written statement.
Because of those considerations, the
March 18 special meeting of the Design
Review Board has been postponed. The
meeting will be rescheduled once Bass Pro
decides what it wants to do with its pending application before the board.

Artspace Granted
15-Year Tax Break
National nonprofit Artspace Projects
Inc. was granted a 15-year tax freeze Tuesday, March 12, for its live/work space for
local artists behind The Arcade Restaurant
called South Main ArtSpace Lofts.
The Downtown Memphis Commission’s Center City Revenue Finance Corp.
approved Minneapolis-based Artspace’s
$13.2 million payment-in-lieu-of-taxes
(PILOT) lease in connection with the old
United Warehouse building at 138 St. Paul
Ave. Currently, the property is vacant, and
is in a dilapidated and blighted condition.
Artspace was brought to Memphis
thanks to the Hyde Foundation, the city
and a grant from the National Endowment of the Arts. The $12.9 million project
entails renovating the 65,044-square-foot

weekly digest

United Warehouse building and constructing a new 26,549-square-foot building next
to it.
A total of 44 units of affordable live/
work space will be available for artists and
their families as well as seven non-residential working studios. There’s also 15,000
square feet of indoor and outdoor gallery,
exhibition and support service space for
arts education programs.
South Main Artspace Lofts will offer
studios, one-, two-, and three-bedroom
units to the artist community earning less
than 50 and 60 percent of the area average median income. The primary source
of capital for the proposed development
will be low-income housing tax credits.
Artspace also plans to pursue historic tax
credits.
Construction is scheduled to begin in
October and be completed, fully leased
and occupied by April 2015.

First Tennessee Bank
Grows Outside Tennessee
First Tennessee Bank, a subsidiary of
Memphis-based First Horizon National
Corp., is moving its Raleigh, N.C., office to
a larger and more prominent location.
It’s a move related to the bank expanding its presence and enhancing its services
in the North Carolina, South Carolina and
Virginia markets. On an organizational

Available Property
Marshall County, Mississippi

H&M Company, Inc.

 Up to 5,000,000
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Roxul USA Inc.
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Construction

 I-269 Under
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from Sites

 Norfolk Southern

Intermodal Yard 2 miles from Sites

For more information, please contact:
Roger Cook • 731.935.9993 • rcook@hmcompany.com
Gene Williams • 731.664.6300 • gwilliams@hmcompany.com
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level, the bank recently created the MidAtlantic Region to join its existing regions
of West, Middle and East Tennessee.
John Fox, executive vice president,
leads the new regional division.
The new Raleigh office, led by senior
vice president Ken Reece, will support expanded services and new relationships in
its business lines of private client, wealth
management, corporate and commercial
lending and commercial real estate. First
Tennessee will add jobs to manage increased business, especially private client
and commercial bankers.
First Tennessee Bank expects to move
into its new Raleigh office space in midApril.
The building will bear “First Tennessee
Bank” signage and offers room for up to
10 additional employees, including a teller
position.

MAAR Reports
February Home Sales
Memphis-area home sales for February were flat from a year ago, with 934
total sales recorded in the Memphis
Area Association of Realtors MAARdata
property records database. Total sales year
to date were up 22 percent. Average sales
price year over year rose 14.7 percent at
$117,016.
Inventory was flat, with 6,147 units
listed for sale. Sales volume year to date
increased 36.8 percent to $267 million.
The database includes records of all
property transactions in Shelby, Fayette
and Tipton counties.

HealthSouth Memphis
Honored by Industry Group
HealthSouth Memphis has been recognized by the nonprofit group Uniform
Data System for Medical Rehabilitation for
its delivery of patient-centered care.
This is the second consecutive year the
80-bed inpatient rehabilitation hospital has received the honor. The hospital
ranked in the top 10 percent of rehabilitation hospitals for both 2011 and 2012.
Uniform Data System, a nonprofit
affiliated with the University of Buffalo,

tracks a patient’s progress through the
rehabilitation process to measure the efficiency and effectiveness of rehabilitation
hospitals across the country.
At HealthSouth Memphis, the average
length of a patient’s stay was 12.9 days and
about 80 percent of patients were able to
go home after they were discharged, for
the 12-month period ended Dec. 31.
HealthSouth Memphis is owned by Birmingham, Ala.-based HealthSouth Corp.

also require intensive medical assistance.
Residents will receive 24-hour skilled nursing support.
The Deborah Cotney Cottage will be
built by United Housing Inc. and will be in
United Housing’s Wolf River Bluffs development in North Memphis. Construction
is scheduled to begin in the spring.

Central Defense Security
Supports Northaven Assoc.

Chief executives at the largest U.S.
companies are much more optimistic
about their sales prospects than they were
three months ago, though many remain
cautious about hiring.
The Business Roundtable said Wednesday that 72 percent of its members expect
sales will increase in the next six months.
That’s up from 58 percent at the end of last
year.
And 38 percent plan to invest more in
plant and equipment, up from 30 percent
in October-December quarter, when the
Roundtable released its last report.
Still, the better outlook hasn’t made
the group more optimistic about hiring.
Twenty-nine percent of CEOs plan to increase hiring over the next six months, the
same percentage as the last two surveys.
The executives are more comfortable
with their current staffing levels and are
less inclined to lay off workers. The per-

Business, retail and warehouse security
provider Central Defense Security is continuing its partnership with the Northaven
Community Association to collect Box
Tops for Education coupons throughout
2013.
Jerrica Love, executive administrative
assistant at Central Defense Security, is
spearheading the firm’s collection effort,
which will benefit Northaven Elementary
School in North Shelby County.
In late 2012, the company partnered
with Northaven Community Association in
its effort to support the elementary school.
Together, the two organizations were able
to collect nearly 100 Box Tops coupons,
which were used by the elementary school
to purchase instructional games for students.
The security firm will be accepting Box
Tops at its Memphis office, 6084 Apple Tree
Drive, and will distribute the coupons to
the Northaven community for use by the
elementary school to support its educational programming.

US CEOs Optimistic
About Economy

centage of CEOs planning to cut jobs fell
to 25 percent from 29 percent, the second
straight drop.
Even so, employers added 236,000 jobs
in February, the government said. That
capped a four-month hiring spree in which
job gains averaged more than 200,000 per
month.
And it drove down the unemployment
rate to a four-year low of 7.7 percent from
7.9 percent in January.
The Roundtable surveys CEOs about
sales, capital spending and hiring. The
results are combined into an index, which
gauges their outlook for the economy. That
index jumped to 81 from 65.6 in December, the first increase in a year and higher
the index’s long-run average of 79.2.
The Business Roundtable represents
CEOs of the 200 largest U.S. corporations. The survey results are based on 144
responses received between Feb. 11 and
March 1.

Senate Panel Delays Vote
On Supermarket Wine Bill
A proposal to allow local referendums
on whether grocery stores should be able
to sell wine has been delayed in its final
Senate committee to consider several
changes desired by groups newly interested in negotiating over the measure.
A special subcommittee was appointed

Assisi Foundation Provides
Grant to Meritan Inc.
The Assisi Foundation has given a
$201,000 grant to Meritan Inc. to build
the first medical residential home solely
owned and operated by Meritan.
Meritan is a nonprofit health and social
service agency. The home, to be named
the Deborah Cotney Cottage in honor of
Meritan’s former executive director, will be
designed to house three people with developmental and intellectual disabilities who

Tim Finnell
Jim Horobetz
How Will Healthcare Reform Affect Your Business?
To fully understand, contact us to perform an Actuarially Certified

ACA Strategic Impact Analysis
901.259.7999
tfinnell@groupbenefitsllc.com
www.groupbenefitsllc.com

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO
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on Tuesday to work out a final version
of the bill sponsored by Republican Sen.
Bill Ketron of Murfreesboro. A full Senate
Finance Committee vote was rescheduled
for next week.
Among the issues supporters want to
hammer out is whether the bill should also
allow liquor stores to sell beer, which hours
wine would be available for sale and the
exact start date of supermarket wine sales
after it is approved by voters.
The bill has been opposed by liquor
wholesalers and package store owners.

Shelby County Democrats
Start Convention Process
The Shelby County Democratic Party
begins the process of holding the group’s
local biennial convention Saturday, March
16, with caucuses to select delegates to the
April 6 convention.
Both gatherings are at Airways Middle
School, 2601 Ketchum Road.
The delegates to the April 6 convention
will be selecting a new chairman. Local
party chairman Van Turner is not seeking
another term.
The contenders for the chairmanship
are Jennings Bernard, Bryan Carson and
Terry Spicer.
Meanwhile, Republican delegates
meet Sunday, March 24, for their convention at Bartlett Station Municipal Center.
Local GOP chairman Justin Joy is seeking
another term as party chairman.
Delegates are chosen by state House
districts. The party leaders are elected in
both local parties for terms of one year.
And they usually seek a second one-year
term in the off-convention years by a vote
of the party’s executive or steering committee.
The conventions will also select members of those committees.

Burch Porter Law Firm
Honored for Pro Bono Work
The Memphis law firm of Burch, Porter
& Johnson PLLC has been recognized for
its commitment to providing free legal
services.

The firm was given the Corporate
Counsel Pro Bono Law Firm Award at the
recent 7th Annual Corporate Counsel Pro
Bono Initiative Gala in Nashville. Burch
Porter won the award for a partnership
with St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
that involves helping low-income families
manage treatment of their children at the
hospital.
For the past year, the law firm has
helped patients and their families cope
with what to do when certain children are
too neurologically impaired to consent to
their own treatment.
The firm has responded to that challenge by helping low-income families
establish conservatorships for the benefit
of the patient, which allow parents and
other family members to direct treatment
for the patient.
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FROM THE BLOG
RedRover Talks Expansion, Client Gratitude
Editor’s Note: “From the Blog” is a weekly feature that highlights
some of the enterprising work our staff and contributors post on The
Daily News blog, blog.memphisdailynews.com.
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

T

o celebrate its seventh year in business, RedRover Co. fittingly held a 50th dog year anniversary and client appreci-

ation bash at Bleu Restaurant & Lounge on Thursday, Feb. 28.
The event included entertainment in the shape of a photo

Terminix Expands
Commercial Sales Team
Terminix, the Memphis-based pest
control provider, has added three national
account managers to its commercial sales
team.
The new roles will allow the company
to grow new business and better service
existing commercial accounts, and all
three will report to vice president of commercial sales Michele Vance, who joined
the company last fall through its acquisition of Schendel Pest Services.
Jennifer Callahan most recently was a
regional account manager for the Terminix Commercial market in Denver. She
oversees several major accounts, including
Archstone Properties, and she’ll oversee
commercial sales for Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and Utah.
George Armstrong has more than 20
years of experience in the pest control
industry. He’ll be responsible for commercial sales in Arizona, California, Nevada,
Oregon and Washington.
Ed Guenther joins Terminix from
Viking Pest and Termite in New Jersey. In
his previous role, he earned repeated top
awards as national account representative
and is Six Sigma certified. Guenther will
oversee commercial sales for New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and
the New England area.

Call for an appointment today!

901.685.5008

A Patient’s View:
“Dr. Castle is a fantastic dentist.
I never waited to see him longer than a few
minutes. He gives great personal attention.”

booth by Gary Baldwin, as well as performances by the Mud
Flap King and violinist Donna Wolf. It was a story worth commemorating. As evidenced by our write-up on the sales training, marketing consulting and PR firm, RedRover is a different
breed of agency in that it has bucked recession-era trends and
achieved impressive growth – for itself as well as clients.
RedRover was founded in January 2006. Its revenues since
the end of 2007 have seen 971 percent growth, with the last
year alone resulting in 90 percent growth. The success is not
something founder and CEO Lori Turner-Wilson takes lightly.
“We remain absolutely committed to crafting smart strategies and achieving real, quantifiable results for our clients,”
Turner-Wilson said.
Along with steady growth comes the need to expand operations. Turner-Wilson said at the party that RedRover is on the
market for 5,000 square feet of office space in Downtown or
Midtown by August, which is more than double the size of its
current location at 415 S. Front St. RedRover is also hiring two
full-time staff positions in marketing and sales training, and
expects to hire two more full-time employees this fall.
For more, visit blog.memphisdailynews.com.

The more we invest in
children from birth to 3
the better crop of
teenagers we’ll get.

William N. Castle, D.D.S.
general dentistry

79 n. cooper (in midtown) • memphis, tn 38104

Go to TUCI.org for a copy of the Parents Guide to Kindergarten Readiness.

www.thememphisnews.com

6 March 15-21, 2013

contributors
March 15-21, 2013, VOL. 6, NO. 12

news

E D U C AT I O N

President & CEO
P eter Schutt
General Manager Emeritus
Ed Rains

bill dries

Senior Reporter

Government, Transportation/Distribution/Logistics,
Education, Manufacturing, Agribusiness
528-5277 | bdries@memphisdailynews.com

Publisher
Eric Barnes

BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

Associate Publisher & Executive Editor
Ja m es Overstreet
Managing Editor
L ance A llan W iedower
Deputy Managing Editor
Eric Sm ith
Associate Editor
K ate S i m one

Schools special master examining options
andy meek

Senior Reporter

Banking/Financial Services/Accountants, Markets & Economy,
Economic Development, Small Business, Attorneys/Courts/
Civil Litigation
528-5279 | ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Graphic Designer & Photo Editor
B rad J ohnson
Graphic Designer & Illustrator
Em ily Morrow
Senior Production Assistant
Sandy Youngblood
Production Assistant
L aurie B eck
Pressman
C edric Walsh
Pressman
P ete Mitchell

SARAH BAKER

REPORTER

Commercial and Residential Real Estate, Architects/Engineers/Construction, Advertising/PR/Media, Tourism/Hospitality, Food/Restaurants
521-2464 | sbaker@memphisdailynews.com

Pressman
Robert S H A NNO N
Administrative Specialist
Marsha Pay ne
Senior Account Executive
Janice J enkins
Account Executive
Lucy Black m on

DON WADE

SPORTS COLUMNIST
dwadeinmemphis@aol.com

Advertising Director
Don Fancher
Business Development Manager
Patricia McK inney
Director of Marketing & Circulation
Donna Waggener
Production/Distribution Manager
John Buescher

PHOTOGRAPHER

LANCE MURPHEY

Weekly features, spot news
streetshooter@live.com

Controller
Pa m Mallett
To reach our editorial department, e-mail:
editorial@thememphisnews.com or call: 901-523-1561
Published by:
THE DAILY NEWS PUBLISHING CO.
193 Jefferson Avenue
Memphis, TN 38103
P.O. Box 3663
Memphis, TN 38173-0663
Tel: 901.523.1561
Fax: 901.526.5813
www.memphisdailynews.com
The Daily News is a general interest
newspaper covering business, law,
government, and real estate and
development throughout the Memphis
metropolitan area.
The Daily News, the successor of the Daily
Record, The Daily Court Reporter, and The
Daily Court News, was founded in 1886.
AUDIT PENDING

Masson Talks
Merger Plan

The Daily News is supportive, including in
some case being on the boards of, the following
organizations: Literacy Mid-South, Grace St.
Luke's Episcopal School, Wolf River Conservancy,
Ronald McDonald House, Great Outdoors
University, Tennessee Wildlife Federation,
Temple Israel, St. Jude's, St George's
Independent Schools, Shelby Residential &
Vocational Svcs, Shelby Farms Park, Calvary
& The Arts, Bridges, Boys & Girls Club of
Greater Memphis, Binghampton Development
Corporation, U of M Journalism Dept., Chickasaw
Council Boy Scouts, Memphis Leadership
Foundation, Junior Achievement, Overton Park
Conservancy, The Cotton Museum and WKNO.

T

he special master in the schools
merger federal court case says his
first order of business is to look at
the paperwork and other documents of the
case and what has been done so far in the
merger.
“First I’ve got to review the documents
and have a plan of addressing and talking
to a list of individuals I need to talk to,”
said Rick Masson, who was appointed special master last week by U.S. District Court
for the Western District of Tennessee Judge
Samuel “Hardy” Mays.
As outlined in Mays’ order appointing
him, Masson is responsible for reporting
to him on whether the countywide school
board is making progress on the schools
merger on terms that all sides agreed to in
2011.
“I am trying to facilitate action,” Masson said. “That’s not in the order. But if you
read the order you see words like ‘assist’
and ‘coordinate’ and ‘monitor.’”
Masson started the job he was appointed to by Mays the same month he
started as a senior director at Caissa Public
Strategy LLC, a consulting and marketing
firm.
Many of the political players in the
schools merger court case and those affected by the merger were at a Downtown
reception at Caissa’s offices Thursday,
March 7, to mark Masson’s hiring. They included Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell,
Shelby County Commission Chairman
Mike Ritz and countywide school board
member Kevin Woods.
“We’re positioned to make those tough
decisions,” Woods said of recent school
board votes on planning commission

merger recommendations submitted to
the board last August. “Any help he can
add, we welcome it.”
Masson was guarded in his statements
about how the process will work, which is
normal with special masters appointed in
ongoing court cases.
Usually their only specific public statements about their work come in court
documents or in reports given in open
court.
“I’m an officer of the court and I don’t
think I need to express an opinion or even
a strategy until it is complete,” Masson
said as he talked about the two bodies at
the center of the merger – the countywide
school board and the Shelby County Commission.
“I’m convinced that they have the
same objective I have, which is let’s have
a first-class school (system) ready when
these kids start in August,” he said. “I’m
confident in the fact it’s their objective and
it’s mine.”
Masson is lead strategist on local and
regional projects for Caissa, a firm that
works to stimulate private investment in
public projects.
He is a former city of Memphis finance
director and chief administrative officer.
Meanwhile, school board member
David Reaves responded to claims by Ritz
in an opinion piece in The Memphis Flyer
that some school board members are dragging their feet on the merger.
Ritz contends the hesitation “plays
well” in the Tennessee General Assembly
where municipal school districts legislation is pending for the merger effort to
“publicly struggle.”
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Soul Celebration

Seminar Highlights
Affordable Care Act

Stax Museum of American Soul Music turns 10 in May

JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

andy meek | The Memphis News

B

Photo: Courtesy of Ronnie Booze

The Stax Museum of American Soul Music is celebrating 10 years in May. The city and county jointly have proclaimed
2013 the “Year of the Stax Museum.”

J

ohn Fry, the venerable founder of
the Memphis-based Ardent record
label and accompanying studio
facility, still remembers wandering into
the Satellite Record Shop, the music
store that once operated in front of
Stax Records.
He was a teenager at the time, and
Stax co-founder Estelle Axton would
sell him 45s from over the counter. It
seemed like every time he stepped foot
in the shop, the music-loving, labelfounding saleswoman would be there,
plugging new releases from Stax as
well as new releases from other labels.
Just as important was the question
she’d ask about them: “So, what do you
think about that?”
This year offers time’s answer to
that question as well as an opportunity
for ordinary Memphians and musiclovers of all stripes to answer that
question. Because 2013 is a special
year in Memphis music history, and
both city and county mayors already
have honored it as such.
In January, Memphis Mayor A C
Wharton Jr. and Shelby County Mayor
Mark Luttrell issued a joint proclamation calling 2013 the “Year of the Stax
Museum.” Likewise, Tennessee Gov.
Bill Haslam proclaimed May 2 as “Stax
Museum Day” throughout Tennessee.
That date harkens back to May

2, 2003, when the Stax Museum of
American Soul Music opened its doors
at the original site of Stax Records,
which for more than a decade before
that had existed as a vacant, overgrown
lot. A lone historic marker had been
pretty much the only reminder of the
soul-stirring glory days to let visitors
know that this place, this hallowed
music ground, deserved more.
“Soulsville USA” was a slogan on
the old Stax marquee at the height of
the record label’s fortunes, a response
to Motown’s slogan of “Hitsville USA.”
It had been home to the label that
launched the careers of artists like Otis
Redding, Isaac Hayes, Johnnie Taylor,
the Staple Singers and dozens more.
After Stax went bankrupt in the
1970s, a church bought the building
and tore it down.
“The story of Stax is an improbable
tale,” began an NPR broadcast on May
2, 2003, about Stax’s reopening.
Today, the refurbished facility
is not only a respectful homage to
the past – with the preservation of
recording equipment, Studio A, and
a replica of a church interior among
the highlights – but the Stax facility
also includes a charter school and a
music academy. The music academy’s
student band performs around the
world with the same verve and fire

of the musicians of yesteryear. It also
entertains guests on its home turf,
including people like ex-Notre Dame
men’s basketball coach Digger Phelps,
who was a recent guest at Stax.
Upon his visit, after a motivational
talk in Stax’s Studio A to a business
crowd, the band performed the soul
classic “Walking the Dog,” and soon
enough Phelps himself was dancing
as the pounding beat reverberated off
the walls.
“I was blown away today,” Phelps
said after touring the museum, talking
to some of the students and hearing
them perform. “Today, I got educated.”
Tim Sampson, the communications director at Stax, has worked with
the organization since it was still a pile
of rubble.
“We’ve got this wonderful museum
but also so many behind-the-scenes
things that go on here with the music
academy and the charter school,”
Sampson said. “I just had an 11th
grader in my office wanting help with
an anti-KKK rally.
“I’ve traveled with the kids to
places like Germany, New York and
Washington, D.C. I love Stax. The music, the culture, the whole story.”
Many events are scheduled for
later this year in honor of the anniversary.

eginning in October, millions of Americans will be able to shop for health insurance through newly created health care
exchanges dubbed the Health Insurance Marketplace.
This is also a critical period for businesses
of all sizes as they navigate the 2010 Affordable
Care Act and their responsibilities under the new
law. The law requires employers with more than
50 employees to pay a fee if they don’t provide
affordable coverage to their employees, while
smaller firms are exempt from the employer responsibility requirements. But many will still face
difficult decisions about whether to offer coverage or to have employees shop through the new
insurance marketplace, says Timothy Finnell, the
president of Group Benefits LLC.
“Most employers feel a responsibility to make
sure their employees are taken care of and have
access to good insurance at reasonable rates,”
he said. “There is a big vested interest in keeping employees healthy and happy and retaining
them.”
That’s just one of the issues that will be addressed on Thursday, April 4, at a seminar on
Health Care Reform presented by The Daily News
and sponsored by Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP,
Rainey Kizer Reviere & Bell PLC and Group Benefits LLC. The newspaper’s seminar will address local concerns about health care reform and how it
will affect both the private and public sector. The
seminar will be held at 3:30 p.m. at the Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art Auditorium. A networking
reception will follow the presentation.
Susan Cooper, chief integration officer and
SVP of ambulatory services at The Regional Medical Center at Memphis, will keynote. The seminar
also features a panel discussion on health reform
with Zach Chandler, vice president and metro
market president at Baptist Memorial Health Care
Corp.; Geoffrey Lindley, an attorney with Rainey
Kizer; and Bill Hannah, principal with DHG
Healthcare, the health care industry practice of
Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP.
Over the past decade, health care premiums
have soared for small businesses, leading many to
scale back employer contributions and to make
difficult business decisions. Smaller businesses
pay health care premiums that are 18 percent
higher than what their larger counterparts pay,
according to data from the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services. Over the past
decade, average annual family premiums at small
firms increased 123 percent, from $5,700 in 1999
to $12,700 in 2009, the data show.
Finnell, who also is a panelist at the event,
said he has clients who are considering paying a
higher share of health care premiums, rather than
canceling coverage, to attract and retain skilled
and talented workers. He says many clients are
concerned about how canceling insurance coverage or having employees buy coverage on the
new insurance marketplaces will impact both
their bottom line, and employees’ bottom lines.
Many are taking the view, “If I can increase my
health care spend slightly to attract talent, that’s a
pretty small price to pay,” he said.
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real estate & de v elop m ent

Downtown Investment
sarah baker | The Memphis News

Housing market on rise in city center with 104 percent increase in 2013 compared to year ago

D

owntown’s housing market is
seeing more sales, less time on
the market, lower price points
and inventory shortages.
There were 51 home sales year to date
through February for Downtown’s 38103
ZIP code, a 104 percent increase from the
25 sales through the first two months of
2012, according to real estate information
company Chandler Reports, www.chandlerreports.com.
Downtown condo sales year to date
through February also increased to 31
from 12 sales in the same period last year.
Nick Rush, agent at the Downtown
Condo Connection, said there are currently a total of 85 listings (condos and
houses) Downtown, including Mud
Island. A year ago, there were around 170
units on the market.
“Inventory is really low Downtown
right now, which can be sort of a good
thing,” Rush said. “(Eighty-five listings) is
not a lot.”
But scarce inventory is the reality citywide. Joe Spake, broker with InCity Realty
specializing in Midtown and Downtown,
said compared to March 2011 overall
figures for the Memphis area, inventory is
down by more than 27 percent.
“If/when supply increases, I think the
market will be more favorable to sellers
with number of sales and prices increasing consistently,” Spake said.
Ashley Dacus of Sowell & Co. Realtors
called the current inventory levels Downtown “a little refreshing,” considering
the market is moving through its shadow
inventory.

requirement for more cash to
purchase has led to more people
renting,” Garland said.
And it’s expected to continue,
as evidenced by new developments such as The Cabinet Shop,
Printer’s Alley Lofts, the Hotel
Chisca conversion and possibly
more with the Memphis Area
Transit Authority’s Request for
Proposals for Central Station.
Rush said Downtown Condo
Connection’s February was its
busiest month in three years,
and that rental rates are starting
to tick up due to high demand
and low supply.
“We leased 16 different
places in one month,” Rush said.
“Our average is normally four to
six.”
Dacus has been working
with
several renter prospects as
Memphis News File Photo: Lance Murphey
well.
She said as long as there
So far in 2013, Downtown’s housing market is seeing more sales and less time on the market.
are housing opportunities and
people are willing to fill them,
Estate said over the past year, pricing
“For any buyer clients I’m working
became equal to what people were willing renters are still promising in the grand
with, it’s a little frustrating because there
scheme of things.
to pay.
certainly isn’t a whole lot to pick from,”
“I don’t blame anybody for wanting
“Time on the market has gone down
Dacus said. “It’s certainly not a seller’s
to take their time, but they don’t want to
as long as the price is correct,” Garland
market by any measure, but it’s a little
commit just yet to the Downtown marsaid.
bit of a shift from what we’ve been used
ket,” Dacus said. “If we can convert them
It’s not just houses and condos that
to over the past couple of years when it
are boding well for the Downtown market. to people who will actually put down
seemed like buyers had the upper hand
roots and buy something later, it’s just
The 38103 ZIP code’s rental/apartment
and all of the bargaining power.”
a matter of time. Because they’ll undermarket is as strong as it’s been in some
While sales so far this year are up,
stand the Downtown lifestyle and that it’s
time.
pricing has taken a hit. Year-to-date sales
worth investing in.”
“One thing that drove/is driving the
in 2013 averaged $182,618 compared to
Chandler Reports is a division of The
apartment market so well Downtown is
$229,097 in the same period a year ago.
Daily News Publishing Co. Inc.
that the difficulty for financing and the
Chris Garland of Garland & Co. Real

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Fed Study Supports Community Banking Model
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

Report highlights one reason most banks in Memphis area are smaller, community institutions

A

new study out from the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis underscores one reason most banks in
the Memphis area are smaller, community
institutions.
Those are the ones with a model that
cannot only survive but can thrive in good
times and bad, according to the regional
Fed branch. The Fed’s new study is “The
Future of Community Banks: Lessons from
Banks that Thrived During the Recent
Financial Crisis,” written by R. Alton Gilbert, Andrew Meyer and Jim Fuchs of the
St. Louis Fed’s banking supervision and
regulation department.
Among its findings, the study shows

that community banks that maintained
high standards were able to consistently
deliver strong performances when other
banks either coasted or went bust.
The secret to that reality is that even
though the study focused on a five-year
span between 2006 and 2011, the banks
that performed well didn’t just do so during that period.
It was a consistency that predated the
slump.
“The community banks that will
prosper in the future will have characteristics similar to those of thriving banks that
performed well during the recent financial crisis and its aftermath,” the authors

wrote. “The events of recent years can be
considered a real-world stress test of the
community bank business model.”
Layne McGuire, who leads the financial institutions services group in the
Memphis office of Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP, agreed with the study’s findings
and said factors that make community
banking a strong model include local
ownership.
“It’s been a good model, historically,”
said McGuire, whose group at Dixon
Hughes provides audit, tax and advisory
services to banks and other financial companies including community banks. “With
community banks, a lot of the reasons they

work so well are the same reasons you find
at other local businesses. They often have
deep roots in the community, they know
their business environment and their customers, and we have lots of examples of
this in Memphis. Tennessee and Memphis
both have done really well in this area of
banking for many years.”
There are a little less than 7,000 community banks in the U.S., according to the
Fed, and a few dozen in the Memphis area.
The Fed study found “thriving” community banks in 40 out of 50 states, with most
of those in states where the impact of the
financial crisis was offset by strong agricultural and energy sectors.
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Money&Markets Extra
It’s been a tough few years for
stocks from the world’s fastest-growing
economies. Mutual funds specializing in
emerging markets stocks have posted
average annualized returns of about 5
percent over the latest 3-year period,
according to Morningstar. That’s less
than half of the average gains for most
U.S. stock fund categories over the
same period. Even so, George Iwanicki
of the JPMorgan Emerging Economies
fund (JEEAX) sees an abundance of
investing opportunities in countries such
as China and Turkey. The mutual fund
has outperformed nearly three-quarters
of its emerging markets peers over the
latest 5-year period, posting an average
annualized return of 1.8 percent.

Emerging Insider
Q&A
opportunities

Title: Co-manager of
the JPMorgan Emerging
Economies fund
What he suggests:
Emerging markets offer
compelling investment
opportunities.

George Iwanicki

Emerging markets stocks took a beat-

ing in 2011, and they went through
another rough stretch last spring
before rallying late in the year. Why
do see strong opportunities now?
These stocks are priced inexpensively
relative to historic averages and to what
we think is a fair value. They’re not
screamingly cheap, but they look attractive. They were hurt because corporate
earnings struggled in many developing
countries over the past couple years.
That was a consequence of a slowdown
in economic growth in countries like
China and India.
But it’s important to remember that
growth has remained much stronger than
it has in developed countries like the U.S.
or in Europe. In the emerging markets,
the slowdown was largely the result of
central banks trying to contain inflation by

keeping economic growth manageable.
Why is the situation turning around?
In most of these countries, the inflation
fight looks like it has been won for now.
So central banks have shifted their
policies in recent months, and they’re
now trying to encourage growth. So this
is the year when earnings are likely to
begin improving.
Which countries and regions offer the
greatest investment potential?
Stocks in China have become considerably cheaper after that market experienced a nearly two-year bear market
that ended last fall. We also like Turkey.
The demographics there are favorable,
with a relatively young population that
will fuel long-term economic growth. One

of the fund holdings that we particularly
like is Turkiye Garanti Bankasi. It’s the
second-largest private bank in Turkey.
It’s well run, and enjoying strong credit
growth. We’ve warmed up to financial
stocks generally in the emerging
markets, and the fund invests in banks
in China and India.
What about India?
India’s economy is rebounding from a
hard landing. It’s a very good growth
story, and India has good corporate
management. But stocks aren’t cheap,
because the Indian stock market began
rallying last year well before the economy
turned around. So we’re not loading into
that market.
Answers edited for content and clarity.
AP

Dividend Hunter

The bluest chips

Dividend investors often start by looking
for the highest yields. But the smartest in
the crowd also assess whether a
company can sustain the payments it
makes to shareholders.
Although that is not an easy judgment
to make, it’s not difficult to find industry
leading companies that have consistently raised their dividends. Seven of
the 30 stocks in the Dow Jones industrial
average have increased their dividends
for 30 years in a row, according to S&P
Dow Jones Indices. That’s a strong
indicator that they’re likely to continue.
These seven stocks all pay higher
yields than the 2.1 percent offered by the

Magnificent 7

B E H I N D T H E B R A N D S E A G AT E T E C H N O L O G Y ( S T X )

Memory
master

Standard & Poor’s 500 index.
The yield is how much a
company pays per share per
year divided by the stock price.
Keep in mind that a yield can be
high — say 4, 5 or 6 percent —
because the company is in trouble
and its stock price has declined. If a
company continues to pay the same
dividend, the yield automatically
increases as the stock price
declines. If a company’s troubles
worsen, not only will the stock price
fall further, but the dividend could
be cut as well. It’s what’s known
as a “dividend trap.”

Demand for personal computers
helped fuel Seagate Technology’s
growth as a maker of hard disk
drives.
These days, the company is
grappling with the fallout of declining
PC sales as consumers increasingly
opt to buy tablets and

Investing in these 7 stocks is likely to pay off if their
past records are any indication.

Thursday’s close: $35.89
Price-earnings ratio: 5
(based on last 12 mos.)

Thursday’s Dividend YTD 30-yr*
y
yield
return return
close
Wal-Mart Stores (WMT)

$73.22

Exxon Mobil (XOM)

2.6%

89.83

Coca-Cola (KO)

8.0%

2.5

39.02

2.9

15.2

13.7

13.5

99.31

3.1

13.5

Procter & Gamble (PG)

77.39

2.9

14.9

Johnson & Johnson (JNJ)
3M (MMM)

79.10

3.1

106.02

Sources: FactSet; S&P Dow Jones Indices

2.4

$38

YTD stock change:
18%
YTD S&P 500 change: 10%
Market value: $12.9 billion
2012 revenue: $14.9 billion

15.3

8.4

McDonald’s (MCD)

52-week price range

$22

17.2%

4.5

smartphones.
Seagate was founded in 1979. It
makes disk drives for mainframe
computers, PCs, digital video
recorders and other consumer
electronic devices.
While shipments of notebook
computers have been declining,
the growth outlook for other
electronic devices that require data
storage is good.
In response, Seagate has
beefed up its investment in mobile
technology and cloud memory
storage. The company recently
took a stake in flash memory
company Virident.
Thus far, Seagate has been able
to weather the uncertainty over PC
demand.
In the six months ended Dec. 28,
the company’s revenue jumped 23
percent to $7.4 billion from the same
period a year earlier, while earnings
grew 52 percent to $1.07 billion. Its
stock is up 18 percent this year.

14.8

Avg. broker rating:

13.2

SELL

HOLD

BUY

11.4

14.9

Source: FactSet

Mark Jewell, Jenni Sohn • AP

*annualized through Dec. 31, 2012

Alex Veiga, Jenni Sohn • AP

Data through March 14

LocalStocks
COMPANY

TICKER

AT&T Inc

T

AutoZone Inc

BancorpSouth
Boyd Gaming

Buckeye Technology
Community Hlth Sys
Corrections Corp
Cummins Inc

Delta Air Lines
Dillards Inc

Dover Corp
DuPont

Education Realty Tr
FedEx Corp

Fst Horizon Natl

Freds Inc
GTx Inc

Ingram Micro
Intl Paper

Isle Capri Casino
Kellogg Co

Kirklands Inc
Kroger Co

LifePoint Hosp
Macy’s Inc

AZO

52-WK RANGE
LO
29.95 9

CLOSE
HI
38.58

341.98 9 399.10

BXS

12.09 0

16.04

BYD

4.75 7

8.52

BKI

23.52 5

35.98

CYH

20.71 0

43.81

CXW

24.74 0

39.31

CMI

82.20 8 129.51

DAL

8.42 0

16.42

DDS

60.76 7

89.98

DOV

50.27 0

73.99

DD

41.67 7

53.98

9.72 6

11.81

EDR
FDX

83.80 0 109.66

FHN

7.44 0

11.34

FRED

12.30 6

15.98

2.62 7

5.41

IM

14.42 0

20.21

IP

27.29 0

47.25

4.75 7

7.92

46.33 0

62.00

8.26 4

17.42

KR

20.98 0

31.41

LPNT

34.32 0

46.88

M

32.31 0

42.47

GTXI

ISLE
K
KIRK

CLOSE THUR. %CHG
36.86

389.65
15.96
7.33

29.31
44.32
38.26

117.28

16.28
80.04
74.52
49.92
10.77

108.84
11.23

14.14
4.50

20.02
45.90
6.85

62.23
11.49

31.50
46.83
42.15

+.26

-2.39
+.19
+.23
+.31

+1.09
+.10
-.49

-.08
-.17

+.82
+.33
+.04
+.97
+.07
+.16
+.01
+.17
+.16
+.01
+.23
-.01

+.19
+.50
+.04

YTD% 1YR%
WK MO QTR CHG RTN P/E

DIV

t

s +12.0 +21.3 13

1.04

... Merck & Co
MRK
0.04 Mid Amer Apartments MAA
...
Monsanto Co
MON
0.36
Mueller Inds
MLI
0.25e
Navistar
Intl
NAV
2.12f

37.02 7

48.00

44.27

-.32

-0.7

s

s

s

+8.1 +20.9 20

1.72

60.38 0

70.22

69.53

+1.40

+2.1

s

s

s

+7.4

+8.9 28

2.78

69.70 0 104.59

104.10

+.46

+0.4

s

s

s +10.4 +32.3 25

1.50

39.72 0

55.53

54.77

+.63

+1.2

t

s

s

+9.5 +16.0 24

0.50

18.17 8

43.06

36.93

...

...

s

s

s +69.6

-9.8 dd

...

42.55 9

57.41

54.69

-.16

-0.3

r

s

s

+6.0

+0.3 23

0.84

s

s

+9.9

+1.2

s

s

s

+9.8 +19.9 18

+3.2

s

s

s +10.4

-14.7 dd

+1.1

s

s

s

+2.1

-18.1 13

+2.5

s

s

s +44.2 +83.6 15

+0.3

s

-0.4

t

t

s

-0.5

s

s

s +37.2 +75.7 14

-0.2

t

t

t

2.00

+1.1

s

s

s +13.4 +16.2 17

1.40

+0.7

s

s

s +11.0

-2.6 17

1.72

+0.4

t

t

s

+1.2

+3.5 98

0.40

+0.9

s

s

s +18.7 +16.7 17

0.56

+0.6

s

s

s +13.3

+1.1

s

s

s

+6.2

+0.2

t

t

s

+7.1 +25.8 dd

+0.9

s

s

s +18.3

+0.3

t

s

s +15.2 +29.1 24

+0.1

t

s

s +22.3

+0.4

s

s

s +11.4 +20.5 23

-0.1

t

t

s

-33.4 15

...

+0.6

s

s

s +21.1 +31.5 12

0.60

+1.1

s

s

s +24.1 +20.8 16

+0.1

s

s

s

+8.5

+8.0

Nike Inc B

PNK

8.89 8

16.97

14.95

+.03

+0.2

s

s

t

-5.6 +31.8 17

...

RF

5.46 0

8.36

8.31

+.06

+0.7

s

s

s +16.5 +43.6 12

0.04

Renasant Corp

RNST

14.66 0

22.72

22.50

+.27

+1.2

s

s

s +17.6 +43.7 21

0.68

Smith & Nephew PLC

SNN

44.84 9

58.24

56.49

+1.17

+2.1

s

s

s

Smucker, JM

SJM

73.20 0

97.75

97.84

+.26

+0.3

s

s

s +13.5 +30.6 21

STI

20.96 9

30.79

29.62

-.01

...

s

s

s

8

0.20

SNV

1.67 0

2.85

2.85

...

...

s

s

s +16.3 +46.9 dd

0.04

... Sysco Corp

SYY

27.05 0

33.78

33.78

+.02

+0.1

s

s

s

+7.6 +15.5 18

1.12

... Trustmark
1.20 Tyson Foods

TRMK 20.76 7

26.35

24.39

+.34

+1.4

s

s

s

+8.6

+1.6 13

0.92

TSN

14.07 0

24.31

24.36

+.15

+0.6

s

s

s +25.6 +22.6 15

0.20

UPS class B

UPS

69.56 0

85.32

85.63

+.45

+0.5

s

s

s +16.1

Utd Technologies

UTX

70.71 0

93.43

93.45

+.37

+0.4

s

s

s +13.9

Valero Energy

VLO

20.00 9

48.97

43.84

+.42

+1.0

t

t

s +28.5 +54.9 12 0.80f

... Verso Paper Corp

VRS

0.98 4

2.48

1.44

-.21

-12.9

s

s

s +34.6

WMGI 17.88 9

24.58

23.78

+.06

+0.3

t

s

s +13.3 +27.6

+8.3 dd 0.20f Suntrust Bks
+2.3 16 0.24a Synovus Fincl

+5.6 dd

+8.4 13

NKE

Regions Fncl

... Pinnacle Entert

-4.5 +35.3 12 0.20a

+3.3 10

DIV

s

s

-3.7 13

YTD% 1YR%
WK MO QTR CHG RTN P/E

+0.2

-0.6

+8.2

CHG %CHG
+.08

+9.3 +21.3 29 1.80f

+7.9 +50.1 24

THUR.
45.95

s

s

CLOSE
HI
47.41

s

Medtronic Inc

52-WK RANGE
LO
35.67 9

s

s

TICKER
MDT

+0.7

+3.3 16

COMPANY

...

1.76

0.80

Wright Medical Grp

+2.0 +12.5 83 1.31e
+4.5 +32.1

2.08

+11.7 62 2.48f
+9.9 16
-21.6 dd
cc

2.14
...
...

Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. c - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after stock split, no regular rate. j - Sum of
dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears. m - Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend, annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or paid in preceding 12
months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date. PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.
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Reviewing Your
Will Regularly
Ensures Intentions
Ray’s Take
Let’s assume you’ve done the right thing and
have a will in place. That is a good start, but it’s not
enough. You need to regularly review your will to
make sure it stays in line with your intentions and
the law. Congress continues to kick the can down
the road on important income tax and transfer payments, but we now have pretty good guidance on
estate tax laws both federally and in Tennessee.
One big area that demands attention would be
family changes
like a new child
or different
marital status.
Moving to a
new state is an
important reason to review
ray & dana Brandon
rays of wisdom your will, as
laws regarding inheritances and taxes could vary. Owning real
estate in multiple states is another good reason to
double check things.
Even if nothing changed, it’s good to meet with
your family attorney to assure your will still works
as intended. Older “formula” tax planning wills particularly need review. Don’t forget that beneficiary
designations on retirement plans, insurance and
annuity contracts are not covered by your will, and
those choices need to be looked at.
Other changes could call for adjustments, too:
Realizing newly acquired wealth, anticipated inheritance, the physical or mental incapacity of a relative
or other beneficiary, selling or buying a business,
grandchildren children coming of age, or your own
retirement, adjustments may need to be made.
A guardian or trustee choice when your kids are
young may not still be the best bet when the kids
grow to teens.
You may also have changed your mind, and
want to add a newfound relative or eliminate once
important bequests. Later in life you may develop
a connection to some charity or other organization
that you want to support after your death.
Pull out your will, see your lawyer and keep
things current. Doing this regularly, and after any
major change, will go a long way toward avoiding
potential problems in the future.
Dana’s Take
While reviewing your will, take the time to make
changes that might guide your heirs in the disbursal
of family treasures. You may have told your oldest
daughter she will inherit that diamond pin, but if it
isn’t in your will she may not get it. That could cause
a family rift.
Ask your heirs if they have any particular interest in any of your possessions. If you agree with
their desires, put them in your will. Not only will they
be pleased you remembered their interest, it will
also help eliminate potential squabbles after you
are gone.
Take things a step further and add some family
history to their inheritance. Tuck notes describing
the where, why, when, and who of important objects
and attach them to their back or bottom. It’s a good
way to share family stories and strengthen ties
between generations to come.
Ray Brandon is a certified financial planner and
CEO of Brandon Financial Planning (www.brandonplanning.com). His wife, Dana, has a bachelor’s
degree in finance and is a licensed clinical social
worker. Contact Ray Brandon at raybrandon@brandonplanning.com.
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Lahna Deering and the Rev. Neil Down of Deering and Down perform in the lobby at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital
with other artists from the Musicians for Le Bonheur project.

Tunes for Tots
Musicians for Le Bonheur raises money for children’s hospital
RICHARD J. ALLEY | Special to The Memphis News

J

ust as Jim Jaggers, meteorologist
for WREG News Channel 3, uses
the power of his bike pedals to
raise money and awareness for Le
Bonheur Children’s Hospital through
Go Jim Go, his son Justin is using
guitar pedals to do the same.
The younger Jaggers and business
partner Rae Williams founded Angry
Nerd Productions and created Musicians for Le Bonheur. Through the
program, they have elicited the help
of musicians and recording technicians across the city to produce a
CD and stage live shows all for the
benefit of Le Bonheur.
This isn’t the first time Jaggers
has used music to fundraise. In 2010,
while searching for ways to market his own musical concern and
promote the charity, he put together
18 musicians for a 20-track CD. The
following year he tied it in with his
senior project as a music business
major at the University of Memphis
and staged a battle of the bands to
raise $1,200.
This year, he brings to the table a
renewed vigor to the cause and more
than 30 local artists crossing many
genres willing to record and donate
nearly 50 tracks so far, requiring a
double album and bonus, digital Bside compilation for download.
Artists already committed to
participating include FreeWorld, Star
& Micey and The Bo-Keys, among
many others.
To set this year apart from others,

the partners knew that “we need to
make the events bigger, we need to
try and brand more and promote
more and really try and present
Memphis music on a whole new
level,” Jaggers said. “Both of us have
just been amazed at how quickly this
has grown this year.”
The double CD will drop in the
beginning of September with a
release party on Sept. 13. The project
formally kicks off a series of live
shows around town throughout the
spring and summer at Hard Rock
Café on Beale Street the weekend
of May 17, a bold move considering locals and visitors alike will be
flooding the area for the Memphis in
May World Championship Barbecue
Cooking Contest.
The $5 cover that night will go
toward production of the CD, and all
proceeds from sales go directly to the
Le Bonheur Foundation.
The majority of the foundation’s
money comes from major gifts and
events of different sizes, said Stephanie Snow, events coordinator for the
Le Bonheur Foundation.
“It’s really been great to see how
this has grown and Justin has really
just taken the reins and run with it,”
Snow said of the grassroots effort by
Jaggers, adding, “Children respond so
well to music, too, so Justin has made
a point, since Le Bonheur is a children’s hospital, for his CD and music
to be family friendly as well.”
A preview was held last week for

those benefiting from the charitable
contribution – the children of Le
Bonheur – and staff members in an
afternoon acoustic set held in the
hospital’s new building. For musicians used to smoky bars and late
nights, the bright lights and antiseptic air of the main lobby was a
welcome change.
One such act was Deering and
Down, a bluesy duo popular for their
down-home lyrics and jangly guitar,
turning the environment into a honky tonk hospital. When asked why
they agreed to be a part of Musicians
for Le Bonheur, Lahna Deering was
quick to answer with “Why not?” Her
partner, the Rev. Neil Down added,
“It’s just a great opportunity to do the
right thing.”
The duo has played charitable benefits in Alaska where their
partnership began, and at a school
for refugees while touring in Switzerland. Down was the recipient of
help from fellow musicians last year
following an accident that damaged
his hip and left him with a limp and
a cane. Other acts that day included
Kaci McAnally, Megan Myles, Jeff
Moss, Matt Williams and singersongwriter AJ Levin, who joked
with those in attendance and to the
children in their rooms watching via
closed circuit television from a wallmounted camera in the lobby.
For more information or, if you’re
a band and want to join the cause,
visit musiciansforlebonheur.com.
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County Commission Advances
School Board Expansion
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

S

helby County Commissioners
advanced in Wednesday, March
13, committee sessions a general
plan to restructure the countywide school
board.
But the plan to turn the 23-member
board into a 13-member board on Sept. 1,
instead of the seven-member board it is
now scheduled to become on that date, is
far from complete. And lots of legal questions remain about the details.
The new set of district lines for a
13-member school board is also not an
exact match of the district lines to be used
by the Shelby County Commission in the
2014 county elections.
Having the same district lines as the
commission was the initial reason some
commissioners advocated a set of 13
single-member districts for the school
board.
Commission chairman Mike Ritz
said the proposed district map for a
13-member countywide school board was
tweaked by the Memphis-Shelby County
Office of Planning and Development to
avoid having incumbent school board
members Billy Orgel and Kevin Woods in
the same district and incumbents Chris
Caldwell and Teresa Jones in the same
district.
“It’s not exactly the County Commission map,” Ritz said. “We moved some
blocks around.”
The shifts were designed to avoid any
legal complications from shortening the

Plan to convert board
from 23 members to
13 instead of 7 far
from complete
terms the seven incumbent board members were elected to in 2012. Those seven
incumbents become the entire county
school board effective Sept. 1, when the
nine members of the old Memphis City
Schools board and the seven members of
the old Shelby County Schools board go
off what is now a 23-member board.
Commissioner Wyatt Bunker questioned why the commission couldn’t
agree to expand the school board to
13-members and use the exact boundaries for county commission districts. In
that scenario, the commission would not
appoint six new school board members
to begin serving Sept. 1. The commission
would instead wait for the county general
election in August 2014 for voters to begin
electing school board members to the
seats in staggered terms.
Bunker sought to delay any action in
committee on the resolution to expand
the school board for two weeks. But that
was voted down in the committee session
that included nine of the 13 commissioners.
The committee then voted to recom-

mend the resolution, putting it on the
agenda for a vote Monday by the full commission. But Ritz indicated he will move
for at least a two-week delay then.
The delay is to give attorneys for the
commission time to vet the proposal with
U.S. District Court for the Western District
of Tennessee Judge Samuel “Hardy” Mays.
Mays in a 2011 consent decree agreed
to by all sides in the lawsuit over the
schools merger ruled the commission has
the power to expand the school board to
up to 13 members.
But in a later status conference, Shelby
County Attorney Kelly Rayne said Mays
told the parties he would have to approve
the terms of any expansion of the school
board as part of the consent decree.
She also said Mays did not specify
then whether the commission would have
to pass a resolution or an ordinance to
make such a change.
A resolution takes one vote with a
simple majority of the commission. An
ordinance takes three readings and the
proposal in an ordinance must pass on
the third reading with a nine-vote, twothirds majority.
“I think the community would expect
us to expand the school board,” Ritz said.
Bunker, a former Shelby County
Schools board member, initially favored
such an expansion. But Bunker said he
is now having second thoughts after seeing the problems the 23-member school
board has had in reaching a consensus on

terms of the schools merger.
“I don’t know that it’s going to be better for us,” he said. “Not only do they have
a lot of decisions to make, they have a lot
of critical decisions to make.”
Ritz countered that most of those decisions will be made by the current board
before the Sept. 1 transition to a smaller
body – whether it is seven members or 13
members.
County Commissioner Heidi Shafer
was among those on the commission
who questioned whether the commission
would have to draw a new set of school
board districts if suburban leaders are
able to form separate municipal school
districts in the county’s six suburban
towns and cities.
That is one of the legal points the
commission would seek guidance on.
Shafer said she couldn’t see the
suburbs being represented on the school
board if they aren’t part of the consolidated school system and have school
systems with their own elected boards.
But if the suburbs instead were allowed
to form charter school districts for those
cities and towns, a case could be made for
school board representation, she added,
because it would be a contract with the
countywide school board.
Commissioner Terry Roland said the
commission should wait until the Tennessee Legislature acts on bills that would
permit the formation of municipal school
districts as well as charter school districts.

‘Lean In’ for Leadership in Nonprofit Career
Sheryl Sandberg, the chief
operating officer of Facebook has a new
book out. “Lean In” has generated a lot
of media attention. It’s all about women
and leadership in the business world.
Bottom line: she encourages women to
seek leadership-level positions. Listening
to the news stories we asked ourselves,
“what about the nonprofit sector?”
What does it take to advance to
leadership level positions in the nonprofit
sector? Our experience has shown that
fundraising experience is an important
prerequisite for securing an executive
position and most importantly for remaining in the position. Related to this is an
understanding of fund development and
the ability to manage a fundraising operation. These are not the only prerequisite,
but it is an important one that is too often
overlooked.
If you are working for a nonprofit and
want to progress in your career, make

the different types of fundraising and how
your intentions known and begin to
they work together. Invest in your educaprepare yourself. Our guidance relates
tion and training. Participate in online and
to building your fundraising skills and
in-person training sessions that expose
network. Here’s why: securing funds from
you to new areas of fundraising and ones
philanthropic sources is oftentimes the
that deepen your current skill set. If your
primary revenue stream for a nonprofit.
employer won’t invest in
Even those funded
your professional developthrough government
ment, make the investgrants or contracts, or
ment yourself. Network
through earned income
with people you meet at
streams, find that philanconferences or online.
thropic funding is what
Ask questions of those
makes the difference
between a “just getting
MEL & Pearl shaw who are more experiFUNdraising Good Times enced. Ask someone from
by” institution and a
a similar type of organizathriving one.
tion in another part of the country for a
The willingness to raise funds and
critique of a fundraising project you are
build a fundraising team provides an organization with the funding and resources working on. Read journals, books and
blogs. Get a mentor.
it needs.
If you don’t currently work for a major
Lean in and prepare yourself to be a
nonprofit institution, consider becoming a
leader. Develop career goals that include
responsibility for fundraising. Learn about fundraising volunteer for a local hospital,

university or public television station.
These institutions typically have more
robust fundraising programs than grassroots or mid-sized organizations and
can provide exposure to campaigns that
include major gift solicitations, annual
gifts, special events, direct mail, planned
gifts, underwriting and other fundraising
programs.
You will find opportunities to grow
your skills and your network.
Most importantly make it known that
you want to learn more about fundraising.
Most people don’t embrace fundraising.
That’s a mistake you don’t have to make.
Lean in and you will find opportunities to
learn and ultimately to lead.
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors
of “Prerequisites for Fundraising Success.”
They provide fundraising counsel to nonprofits. Visit them at www.saadandshaw.
com.
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Likeability Loses Shine
If Tigers Can’t Deliver
Postseason honors, unblemished conference record don’t carry the same weight if Memphis fails to
win a game or two in the NCAA tournament – or what coach Josh Pastner calls the season’s “Part 3”
DON WADE | Special to The Memphis News

T

igers coach Josh Pastner likes to talk
about how there are three parts to
the college basketball season. The
University of Memphis aced their final
run through the Conference USA regular
season (going 16-0 in Part 1).
They carried a No. 20 Associated Press
national ranking into the C-USA Conference Tournament (Part 2). And all anyone can talk about is Part 3 – the NCAA
Tournament.
Yet even before the Tigers started play
on Thursday, March 16, in the conference
tournament in Tulsa, they were picking up
all kinds of awards for their performance
in Part 1. Joe Jackson was the C-USA Player
of the Year. Pastner earned the well-named
Gene Bartow C-USA Coach of the Year

award.
In addition, D.J. Stephens was the Defensive Player of the Year and Chris Crawford the Sixth Man of the Year. Jackson
was first-team All C-USA and Stephens,
Geron Johnson and Adonis Thomas were
third-team. Shaq Goodwin made the AllFreshman team.
So a standing ovation and a round of
applause for one and all are in order.
Thing is, people sit back down after
standing ovations. They then turn their
attention to what’s next. At this writing, the
Tigers’ fate in the league tournament was
unknown. But at some level, it was a sidebar. The Tigers took a 27-4 record into the
conference tourney and had done enough
to earn an at-large NCAA bid in the event
of a stumble.
Besides, it is Part 3 (drum roll, The
Big Dance!) that matters first, most and
always. Pastner and many of these players

Whether entirely fair
or not – and there is an
argument to be made that
too much weight is given
to what happens in the
NCAAs – Pastner and this
now-experienced team have
reached the point of no
return.

have had two trips to the tournament
without a win. They still don’t have a victory over a Top 25 team in this era, either.
No, none of this is news to anyone who
has been paying attention. And Pastner
finds the subject as tiresome as media
members find his relentless stump speech
for the league – “really good teams, really

good players, well-coached, high-level.”
So whether entirely fair or not – and
there is an argument to be made that too
much weight is given to what happens
in the NCAAs – Pastner and this nowexperienced team have reached the point
of no return. Previously, there was room to
say the young coach and his young players
were still growing and just needed a little
more time.
But if the junior point guard is the
Player of the Year and Pastner is Coach of
the Year, time is up. Again, at this writing,
the Tigers’ likely seed is but a guess – an
outside shot at a 5 if everything breaks
right, perhaps as low as 11 in the event of
conference tourney disaster. Most likely,
a 7. Whatever the number, the Tigers will
be face-to-face with a team about as good
as they are. That team may play fast. That
team may play slow. That team may have
a little more experience, or a little less.

Post-Trade Grizz Have Found Identity Without Gay
When Rudy Gay talked to Yahoo
Sports about needing a change, about
the trade from Memphis to Toronto being good for him, all the focus fell on the
following quote about Memphis’s new
ownership group:
“They’re rookie owners,” Gay said.
A bit of a shot, that. Even if this
whole NBA ownership thing is new to
controlling owner Robert Pera. But it is
what Gay said next that is of relevance
to who the Grizzlies were with No. 22
and who they have become without him.
“It’s a player’s league,” Gay said.
Notice he said “player’s,” the singular. Not players’, the plural.
Life ARG – After Rudy Gay – the
Grizzlies are all about the collective. If
they had a team candy bar, it would be
a 3 Musketeers. Maybe you can’t lay all
of the Grizzlies’ success since the trade
on Rudy’s exit from the Bluff City. Then
again, they are 15-4 since then.
If you want all the advanced metrics
and analytics that prove they are better
without Rudy, by all means Google until
your fingers are down to mere nubs. But

THE PRESS BOX

DON WADE

really, it isn’t necessary.
On Wednesday, March 13, they beat
the Clippers in Los Angeles (no small
feat) for a sixth straight win that also
raised their road record to a gaudy 19-11.
I don’t have any advanced stats to back
up this next assertion, either, but I believe it to be no less accurate. Whatever
flaws a team has, whatever imbalances
in team chemistry exist, they most often
surface on the road. Players are trapped
together on planes and buses and in
visiting locker rooms that often are no
bigger than oversized broom closets.
If you’re not all for one and one for
all it’s bound to show up on the court.
None of this is to say that Rudy was a
raging malcontent. He was not. By all
accounts, he was a decent guy.

But there was never any doubt,
judging by what he left unsaid, that in
his heart of hearts he believed himself
capable of more. He finally was blunt
about this in Toronto.
“I needed a new task with something
I could grasp, something I could take
over,” he said.
Like almost every game. Like possession after possession despite careerlow 40 percent shooting.
Look, it’s no accident that the Grizzlies are now assisting on more field
goals, or that point guard Mike Conley
is playing freer as both a playmaker and
a scorer.
After the win over the Clippers, Marc
Gasol spoke of this being a different
Grizzlies team than when the Clippers
gave the Grizzlies a beatdown earlier
this season at FedExForum, of the team
being more “together.”
It wasn’t hard to figure out what he
meant. It’s also clear that the trade of
Rudy Gay, though Lionel Hollins was
against it, has been good for the Memphis coach, too. Hollins put too much

trust in Gay because he was the most
athletic scorer with size at his disposal.
This, however, never meant Rudy was
the most reliable offensive option, just
the guy most willing to heave an offbalance shot.
After beating the Clippers, the Grizzlies improved to 44-19 and they are
just ahead of the Clippers for the 3 seed
in the Western Conference. Charles
Barkley, for one, believes them much
more of a legitimate contender in the
West than the Clippers, a team Barkley
has dismissed as “fool’s gold.”
What are the Grizzlies? Ultimately,
we don’t know the answer to that.
But since shedding the offensive
player who gave too little return for his
$16 million-plus per year salary, the
Grizzlies have become a nice little stock
trending ever upward.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. He and Jon Albright host the
“Jon & Don Show” on Sports 56 AM and
87.7 FM from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays
through Fridays.
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Memphis head coach Josh Pastner gives instructions to his players during the second half of a game against Marshall earlier this
season. Despite the perfect record in Conference USA and being named Coach of the Year, Memphis and Pastner will need to win at
least one game in the NCAA tournament for critics to deem the season a success.

It doesn’t matter. Nor does venue, crowd
atmosphere, or any other potential excuse.
“Play for the name on the jersey,” Jackson said, brushing everything else aside.
Predictably, as Pastner looked toward
the Tigers’ first opponent in the C-USA
Tournament (Tulane, which beat Marshall

in the opening round), he called them
“two high-level teams.” Each went 6-10 in
the same league in which the Tigers went
undefeated. But soon enough, any praise
Pastner wants to dish about the next opponent will be more or less true. A legit team
awaits in the NCAA Tournament. Pastner

and his players will be tested by somebody
that looks a lot more like Louisville, VCU,
Minnesota, or at least Xavier (the four
teams that beat Memphis), than Tulane or
Marshall.
“We’re in good hands,’ Thomas said in
reference to Pastner.

He may be right. Most Tigers fans and,
yes, most media members, hope that he is
right. For this is a likeable team and this is
a likeable coach.
But results matter. After all, that is why
the Tigers just collected all those awards
from Part 1.
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LaunchLounge, a monthly gathering for professionals, startups and entrepreneurs sponsored by LaunchYourCity, was held recently at Local Gastropub in Overton Square.

launching pad
Growth, relocation boost LaunchYourCity’s entrepreneurial efforts

E

ric Mathews sounded a little emotional
in early February as
he described what
was about to happen
to the organization
he leads that’s at the
vanguard of spurring
entrepreneurship
and startup activity
in Memphis.
That same day, he’d had final discussions
with other participants involved in the developments, which represented the next chapter in
the LaunchYourCity story. It came at the end of
a typically busy week for Mathews, the co-president of LaunchYourCity who keeps a frenetic
schedule and has big ambitions to fill it with

St o r y b y A N DY M E E K
even more.
Besides moving fast, LaunchYourCity also is
moving itself – its base of operations, to be more
specific.
The organization is an umbrella entity that
encompasses a family of related programs individually that are focused on different aspects
of entrepreneurship and small business life –
risk capital, mentorship and accelerators, for
example.
And it’s about to move out of the Downtown
digs it’s called home for several years, relocating
into a freshly designed space in Midtown.
At press time, the goal was to be up and running in its new home inside Playhouse on the
Square in a matter of days. So, from Mathews’
perspective, there’s a lot to be excited about.
He said his organization is poised to grow

its capacity 50 to 100 percent in the next 12
months. It’s been a Downtown fixture since 2008
or so. Since then, it’s added multiple offshoots,
seen a groundswell of interest in businessbuilding, the blossoming of a startup community here and the completion of a major startup
conference in Memphis last month.
As part of LaunchYourCity’s evolution, Memphis marketing and advertising firm archermalmo has been helping evaluate the brand
structure and presentation of LaunchYourCity
and all the entities related to it. On top of all
that, almost as soon as the group moves into its
new space, the LaunchYourCity team and representatives of some of its select startups will take
a profile-raising trip West.
From March 19-22, they’ll be in Silicon
Valley building relationships with investors, ac-

www.thememphisnews.com

celerators, startup champions and other
resources and partners. They’re even
hosting the first out-of-town Launchpad
– an open, free-for-all work session – and
the first out-of-town LaunchLounge – a
kind of meet-and-greet session – at San
Francisco’s Taverna Aventine.
Along those lines, there’s already a
kind of Memphis startup community
alumni network in the San Francisco Bay
Area. Several of them already network together and meet once a quarter or so, according to Mathews, which is why one of
the purposes of the LaunchYourCity trip is
telling the Memphis story in the Valley.
2012 arguably was a tipping point for
startup activity in Memphis, thanks to
groups including LaunchYourCity. Given
what all is on his plate, it’s no wonder
Mathews had a bittersweet tone to his
voice as he talked about why his organization is leaving Downtown.
“This is really personal to me,” he said.
“I’ve dedicated a lot of time to this.”
This is how Mathews put it in a blog
post in January published by the Wall
Street Journal:
“In 2006, I set out to build the Memphis startup ecosystem from scratch.
Here, like many ‘flyover’ cities, highgrowth entrepreneurship had not been
emphasized or supported, especially at
the riskiest, idea stage. … Undeterred,
my team and I did it anyway. We built
accelerators, organized angels and held
various startup-oriented experiences to
help entrepreneurs take actionable steps
toward starting up.”
Mathews’ team includes LaunchYourCity co-president Andre Fowlkes,
who has a broad portfolio of experience
including working in wealth and money
management, government, journalism,
the nonprofit world and the small-business community. Among other things, he
writes a weekly business column for The
Commercial Appeal and he’s managing
partner with Wolf River Angels.
Mathews’ team also includes Elizabeth Lemmonds. As chief brand officer,
she is passionate about telling the story of
LaunchYourCity and its related programs.
“We’re now really on the brink of
creating an entirely new era in entrepreneurship in Memphis based around tech,
and in order to really put Memphis on the
map, it’s about shaping that piece of the
city’s narrative,” she said.
After graduating from Rhodes College in 2002, Mathews worked briefly as
associate director of corporate research
and development at the FedEx Institute of
Technology. There, he grew research programs and lead economic development
activities including growing strategic
business relationships with Fortune 500
companies.
In 2008, he founded LaunchMemphis,
the starting point for what would blossom
into a startup movement in Memphis. The
family of related programs now includes
things like Upstart Memphis, an initiative
designed to spur more women startup
CEOs; Memphis Venture Mentors, a still
nascent pool of mentors for the city’s
startup talent; and Wolf River Angels,
a local base of risk capital from here in
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sharpen our saw and make sure we’re doing everything we need to be doing right
here locally. And the final thing is access
for storytelling and really spreading the
word about what’s going on in Memphis.”
These efforts all affect more than just
a narrowly focused niche in the Memphis
business community. In theory, when
all the pieces of the puzzle are working
perfectly in sync, companies would move
through the various startup programs,
attain funding and achieve success, then
return as mentors to train the next batch
of entrepreneurs.
“This is the kind of thing that’s going
In 2006, I set out to build
to
increase
the amount of accelerated
the Memphis startup
companies,” Mathews said. “That’s goecosystem from scratch.
ing to increase the need for risk capital.
Here, like many ‘flyover’
That’ll serve to grow the deal flow pipecities, high-growth
line. So our goals for 2013 include increasing the amount of risk capital and making
entrepreneurship had
sure the accelerator programs we’ve
not been emphasized or
committed to operate in 2013 perform as
supported, especially at
designed.”
the riskiest, idea stage.
That growth will manifest itself in
… Undeterred, my team
a few big ways, including through the
creation of a new biologistics/logistics acand I did it anyway.
celerator thanks to funding from the state.
We built accelerators,
The Memphis Bioworks Foundation
organized angels and
and LaunchYourCity are planning to
held various startupjointly operate a new accelerator.
oriented experiences to
It would focus on biotechnology logistics and could target concepts in tradihelp entrepreneurs take
tional logistics, as well as innovations in
actionable steps toward
the emerging field of biologistics, which
starting up.”
provides solutions related to the transpor– Eric Mathews
tation of time- and temperature-sensitive
Co-president, LaunchYourCity
bioscience materials. More information
about that accelerator is being released
later this year.
Meanwhile, Mathews and his team
regard the true measure of the success
of everything they’re building as this –
whether it’s still creating value long after
they’re gone.
“For us, the question is how do we
create the kind of vibrancy that’ll last well
beyond our lifetimes,” Mathews said. “And
entrepreneurship is one of
the strongest if
not most important ways
to do so for our
community.
“So if you
want to have
the jobs tomorrow, if you
want to create
jobs rapidly,
if you want to
create more
wealth and
more philanthropists, this
is a solution
that serves
many needs
in our community. This
is the reason
our team gets
up every day,
to make this
happen.”
Andre Fowlkes, right, and Jessica Chamberlain look at the interior of the new LaunchYourCity office at Play-

“

Memphis that will be used to fund – and
hopefully keep – entrepreneurs here in
Memphis.
At the same time, Mathews had been
working as the interim executive director
of EmergeMemphis, a business incubator
with its own facility Downtown and which
houses companies that are a bit more
established. Mathews stepped into the
role after the departure of Gwin Scott in
January 2012.
The LaunchYourCity entities also had
until now been based out of the EmergeMemphis building.
“Over the past year, we’d gotten
Emerge onto solid footing that it didn’t
have before,” Mathews said last month,
as news of the move became official. “Simultaneously, while making sure EmergeMemphis was firing on all cylinders, the
LaunchYourCity platform really exploded
in a big way. We needed to be honest with
ourselves and diligent to focus on managing that growth.”
The trip to California is an example of
the big picture focus Mathews brings to
his job.
“We’re always looking at the amount of
resources necessary to build an entrepreneurial ecosystem,” Mathews said. “Our
local community is not the sole source
and can’t be the sole source for that. What
we’ve seen from other models in cities like
Cleveland is getting money off the coast is
a kind of strategic inflection point. So in
the first go-round of this, we’re looking at
establishing relationships. Many of them
may have started with the ‘Everywhere
Else’ conference, and this could be our
second exposure. Maybe we’ll get some
to come back for Investor Day for Seed
Hatchery. This trip is about repeat exposure and relationship building.
“So our goals include trying to garner
access to resources. We’re also looking at
best practices. We’re going to visit with
a couple of accelerators and women’s
initiatives and things like that so we can

house on the Square. The new space should be ready by the end of March.
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The Panama Effect
Canal expansion should spark more cargo, CRE demand in Memphis
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

T

he expansion of the Panama Canal
will affect the supply chain of businesses across the country, including
those involved in Memphis industrial real estate.
The 48-mile Panama Canal
connects the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic
Ocean through the Caribbean Sea. The
$5.2 billion expansion will allow bigger
container ships through the canal, providing a more efficient way of moving a large
number of containers. Ships that now go
through the Panama Canal can hold up to
4,400 containers, via 105-foot-wide existing locks. Once the expansion is complete,
which is expected by mid-2015, ships carrying as many as 13,200 containers will be
able to pass through the Canal due to new

Memphis real estate
could benefit from
the Panama Canal
expansion.

maps
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locks spanning 160 feet.
Andy Cates, executive vice president
brokerage with Colliers International
Memphis, recently planned a group of
Colliers brokers for a trip to the Panama
Canal. Cates said Memphis will fair well
with the expansion, partly because more
goods will be coming in through the ports
of Mobile, Ala.; Savannah, Ga.; Norfolk, Va.;
Charleston, S.C.; and Houston.
“These Gulf State ports are all going
to try to come to where the logistics is the
best to reach the most people when they
unload these ships,” Cates said. “Either
put it on trains or try to truck it to the next
distribution center break point. Truthfully, Memphis is always going to stand up
on that. It’s been standing up on that as a
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distribution operation when people are
looking just at the United States.
“Now, we’re actually looking at it from
the standpoint of, if these ships are coming in around the Gulf States, where’s the
closest major distribution center? Well, it’s
Atlanta and Memphis, really. We stand to
benefit greatly from that.”
It takes eight to 10 hours for a ship to
cross the Isthmus of Panama through the
Canal. Cates said the Canal’s expansion is
really going to influence how the speed of
goods is handled, because if the merchandise is getting to the warehouse faster, it
then in turn gets to the consumer faster.
“There’s definitely a potential for savings for the tenants to be able to get their
products out quicker to the consumer,”
Cates said. “Memphis is positioned to benefit from capacity utilizations. Having all of
the railroads here is really pretty amazing.”
Cates said one of the markets that have
shown it’s ready for this type of capacity
utilization is Greer, S.C., where a $25 million distribution terminal is being built to
link to the Port of Charleston and Interstate 85. By fall, the inland port operation
will take containers shipped by rail and act
as a distribution point to trucking and air
freight companies.
“More goods will come into Charleston, but it won’t stay in the city of Charleston,” Cates said. “That inland port will
have an opportunity to do all of the transloading and stuff there and be much closer
to the truck access and get it out of the city
of Charleston.”
Dexter Muller, senior vice president of
community development at the Greater
Memphis Chamber, said his team has
been watching the Panama Canal’s expansion closely to see how it’s going to work
out for Memphis. However, some of its
impacts are going to be determined by
the larger steamship lines and how much
of their product might be bound for the
central parts of the country.
“If for example they go to the East
Coast, then we could get less business,”
Muller said.
But Muller said regardless of what
takes place in the movement of goods
through the U.S., there’s going to be a big
focus on rail. That seems to bode well for
Memphis and Chicago, two railroad centers along the Mississippi River that have
been the target of major investments.
Memphis – with five Class I railroads
– has direct connections to the Gulf Coast
ports, as well as good access to the East
Coast ports.
“If you’re in Memphis, you have more
flexibility on ports that serve our city
because we’re served by basically every
port on the Pacific, the Gulf Coast and the
Atlantic,” Muller said. “We also have great
rail connections to those ports, and we
also have interstates that connect us to the
trucking route.”
Muller said he believes that Memphis
is still “in a catbird seat” to be able to benefit from the Canal’s expansion, because
the projections are a huge amount of
container shipping’s growth over the next
20 years.
“Everybody’s going to get a piece of
that pie,” he said. “We just think that we’re
positioned to get a bigger piece than a lot
of other communities because of our flexibility and infrastructure.”

TJX Leases Up Chickasaw Building D
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

T

he TJX Cos. Inc. has inked a
substantial deal in Southeast
Memphis, representing the largest
industrial lease so far in 2013.
The Framingham, Mass.-based
retailer has signed a lease for 414,076
square feet at Chickasaw Distribution
Center Building D, 6100 E. Holmes Road,
suite 101.
The Class A warehouse and distribution center will support retail sales of
apparel and home furnishings.
The TJX Cos. owns and/or operates
under brand names such as T.J. Maxx,
Marshalls and HomeGoods. TJX had a
sales volume of $25.9 billion in 2012.
In the Memphis metro area, TJX
operates five T.J. Maxx stores, two
HomeGoods and five Marshalls.
TJX has no current presence in Memphis and Shelby County other than its
retail stores.
Michael Reid, senior vice president
with Philadelphia-based Binswanger
Management Corp., represented TJX in
lease negotiations.
Tim Moore, vice president of leasing
in Memphis’ Industrial Developments
International Inc. office, represents
the landlord, San Antonio, Texas-based
USAA Real Estate Co.
TJX’s lease comes at a time when the
local industrial market appears to be
showing signs of life – especially in the
absorption of Class A space.
Memphis-based Patterson Warehouses Inc. just leased 237,952 square
feet in Marathon Distribution Center,
295 Marathon Way in Southaven. For
more details on this transaction, see
Page 19.
“We’ve just been ecstatic about the
overall deal activity that we’ve seen in
the Memphis market,” said Lang Allen,
executive director of industrial portfolio
management for USAA.
“People looking for good quality
Class A real estate, the availability is
pretty thin.”
TJX recently submitted a paymentin-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) application with
the city-county Economic Development
Growth Engine, per its legal counsel,
Lodie Biggs of Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC.
The initial PILOT application states
that TJX considered numerous alternative sites for this project in both Tennessee and Mississippi, but the 6100 Holmes
location is the preferred site if the retailer
is able to lower the overall operating
costs through local incentives.
TJX’s new capital expenditures of real
property and personal property are $1.05
million and $5.93 million, respectively.
Projected employment of the new
Southeast Memphis TJX operation is 40
workers with an annual compensation
total of $1.4 million, or an average of
$34,619 each.
TJX plans to lease 207,024 square feet

Deal in Southeast
Memphis another
sign of improving
industrial market
of the facility during the first 18 months
of operations before it grows into the
total 414,504 square feet of Chickasaw D.
Upon being granted the PILOT incentive, TJX requests a two-year “ramp-up
period” starting March 31.
Allen said achieving the PILOT program is a contingency of TJX’s transaction.
Chickasaw Building D was built in
2002 on 37.46 acres between Hickory Hill
Road and Tradeport Drive by Atlantabased IDI and was previously owned in a
joint venture with IDI and J.P. Morgan.
USAA bought the 829,464-squarefoot building, which is located in proximity to the BNSF Railway Co. intermodal facility at Lamar and Shelby Drive, in

September 2010.
Newegg.com signed a
414,960-square-foot lease at Chickasaw
Distribution Center Building D in the
first quarter of 2011.
TJX is taking the remainder of the
facility that was vacated by Flextronics
Logistics Inc. in 2012.
While USAA Real Estate administers
the funds for Chickasaw Building D,
the asset is owned in a separate, private
Real Estate Investment Trust called U.S.
Industrial REIT III-Distribution.
USAA owns about 5.5 million square
feet of industrial space in total in the
Memphis area, which puts the insurance
company as one of the largest owners of
Class A space in the market.
“Candidly, we’re just seeing a tremendous uptick in activity in the overall
market,” Allen said. “Really, we only have
about 200,000 square feet of space that’s
not leased on a term basis in the entire
market, which is pretty extraordinary
if you think about it from that perspective.”
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Holtzclaw on Front Line of Myriad CRE Projects
With Turley, who she said “is certainly one of the
more influential people in my life career-wise,” Holtzclaw
helped launch his Wm. Farrington, Shrine Building
conversion and Harbor Town condo projects, as well as
running his real estate department for a while.
nna Holtzclaw’s footprint is on property all over
In 2004, however, it was time to move on, and that
Memphis.
move would be out on her own with Holtzclaw Group and
Since 2001, the real estate marketing entreprethe goal of continued work on marketing jobs with more
neur has worked to promote properties developed and
designed by the likes of the Henry Turley Co., LRK Inc. and personal and professional flexibility.
Holtzclaw hit the ground running with
Loeb Properties Inc.
a who’s who of clients around town includBorn and raised in Memphis, Holtzclaw
ing Turley, Frank Ricks of LRK and Joel
attended St. Mary’s Episcopal School and
Hobson of Hobson Realtors. She worked
the University of Tennessee-Knoxville
with a developer out of Nashville on the
before returning home for a master’s
Monarch Condominiums on Park and andegree in social work. After receiving an
other out-of-town group on The Glenmary
MBA from Boston University, she came
on North Parkway. When the market slowed
home for good after speaking with people
in 2008, Holtzclaw called on past experiin the industry here and being “convinced
ence with nonprofits such as the Metroenough that the job market was going to be
holtzclaw
politan Inter-Faith Association and a stint
friendly to me and I was going to be able to
as executive director of Hands on Memfind a great job when I got back,” she said.
phis, and her social work degree, which was
The job was vice president of marketfocused on community building, to join the effort of the
ing for Henry Turley Co. Company namesake and longSalvation Army Kroc Center, then in its final stages of funtime real estate developer Turley first approached her, she
draising. She worked with Meg and Scott Crosby, co-chairs
said, with what he called “a little bitty marketing project.”
for the completion of the capital campaign, to help raise
That project was launching the conversion of the Pathe project’s final $5 million.
perworks Lofts from apartments to condominiums, a new
“It was a skill set similar to what I’d been doing on
concept for Memphis at the time.
managing the real estate agents for lots of projects, being a
“We were having to explain condo fees and how it was
sounding board, being supportive … just kind of behindstructured and why it was different than an apartment,”
the-scenes, making sure the really talented people had the
Holtzclaw said. “What happens when there are 62 of you
tools they needed to be successful in their asks and their
that share one roof, who pays for the roof? Kind of educatrequests that they were making,” Holtzclaw said.
ing people how that whole process works.”

RICHARD J. ALLEY | Special to The Memphis News

A

In eight years on her own, she says that her client list
has been split 50-50 between profit and nonprofit clients,
which formed a perfect foundation for her latest project
working with the Urban Land Institute. ULI Memphis is
the local branch of a national nonprofit comprised of real
estate and development professionals working to create
and sustain thriving communities.
The appeal, Holtzclaw said, is in the interaction of the
profit and nonprofit groups, the people she works with –
many of whom she’s worked with in the past – and a true
belief in the organization’s mission.
“ULI is helping us build a better Memphis and a better
community and that we will be, as a city and as a region,
stronger and better because of the work that ULI does,”
Holtzclaw said. “That’s where they had me hook, line and
sinker.”
The idea that Memphis as a whole is improving can be
seen in Holtzclaw’s work with Loeb Properties and Overton Square redevelopment. She worked with the company
on marketing for a year, facilitating neighborhood meetings and community relations, launching a website and
helped plan events such as MEMshop over the holidays.
“It’s a great example of good city building, being a
better city and a better community and a better neighborhood,” she said, “I think Overton Square is going to be all
of that for Midtown.”
Though self-employment is full of inherent challenges,
Holtzclaw finds reward in the flexibility and work done,
and in “working with people over and over again,” she
said. “Their trust in me to repeat business and come back
and work with me in different ways,” she said, “that’s really
the part of it that I think is the nicest, and the thing that
makes me the most proud.”
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Expert: Memphis Has Big Story to Tell
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

MAAR’s annual Property Forecast Summit shares latest trends

M

emphis area commercial real
estate brokers were not only
brought up to speed on the
latest numbers and trends Thursday, Feb.
7, at the Memphis Area Association of
Realtors Commercial Property Forecast
Summit – they were also briefed on how to
tweak their marketing strategy to recruit
business by a former executive with the
Federal Reserve.
KC Conway, executive managing
director of real estate analytics/valuation
advisory services for Colliers International,
stressed Thursday at the Germantown
Performing Arts Centre that Memphis has
a big story that it’s yet to tell.
“You guys really need to understand
the port relationships because it’s going
to drive a lot more than distribution,”
Conway said. “It’ll bring some of those
higher-paid logistics jobs, the marketing
jobs, the fulfillment center jobs, and it’s a
great story for you.
“Elected officials – this is the mindset to put on. Not just that we have great

barbecue, the ducks at The Peabody, the
Grizzlies are doing well or not well.”
Conway said there are four key areas
where Tennessee and Memphis are
breaking into the top 15 and 75 rankings.
First, Tennessee is in the top 15 states for
Foreign Trade Zone imports and exports.
Memphis’ FTZ No. 77 includes Sharp,
Brother, Komatsu America, Black & Decker
Corp. and Cummins Inc.
Tennessee is also ranked in one of
only 20 states that have three or more
Metropolitan Statistical Areas that are in
the National Association of Home Builders’ Improved Market Index. Metrics for
that index include positive permit activity,
declining foreclosure activity, improving
home prices and job growth.
“Memphis is the only large population Tennessee MSA,” Conway said. “Your
housing recovery is very real.”
Additionally working in Memphis’
favor is its MSA-level job growth. Memphis
ranks 56th of all 360 MSAs, with 5,000 jobs
in the latest reconciled numbers from

2011’s third quarter to Q3 2012.
“Those are impressive numbers,” Conway said. “The Southeast and Gulf states
are producing jobs.”
And Memphis in January was No. 72
out of the top 102 MSAs in the country
for business and economic activity On
Numbers Economic Index by American
Business Journals.
“When you’re trying to lure industry
in here, you need to go beyond, ‘We’ve got
a lot of vacant space that you can move
into,’” Conway said. “You’ve got a really
great story on many economic measures
to tell.”
Conway said Memphis’ connectivity
to ports, like those in Charleston, S.C.,
and Mobile, Ala., “is going to be incredibly
viable.” The next growth market to surpass
Asia will be Latin America, which will see 6
to 10 percent Gross Domestic Profit growth
in the coming years. But since the region
doesn’t have the infrastructure, manufacturing and sanitation commissions to process foods, all of those processes are likely

COSTS

TA X E S

going to be done in the Southeast U.S.
Meanwhile, intermodal traffic has increased every quarter for nearly three years
thanks to a transition from truck onto rail
in preparations for the expansion of the
Panama Canal. Memphis is poised to benefit from these capacity utilizations, as the
country only has seven Class 1 railroads,
five of which go through Memphis.
Memphis is also benefiting from Chicago’s inefficient freight system, where it
takes 27 hours to move a train across the
city. Conway said since Chicago just had
“an intermodal heart attack,” the industry
is looking for “bypass surgery” in Memphis
and Indianapolis.
“Indianapolis just announced they’re
going to build a massive intermodal facility
with Canadian National Railroad that’s
going to connect to Port Rupert,” Conway
said. “Your competition is Indianapolis.
Your opportunity is Chicago.
“When doing the numbers and look
at the absorption, talk to IDI, ProLogis
and everybody else that is in this market –
they’re moving tenants in the industry out
of Chicago to Memphis because of what
you have in infrastructure.”

INCENTIVES

When considering relocating
your business, there’s just one
thing to keep in mind.

This chart.

Visit us online at westmemphis.com or call Ward Wimbish at 870-732-7500 to arrange
your site visit today, and see why more and more businesses are turning to West Memphis.
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Pinnacle Airlines Departure Brings
Office Market Challenge to City

“

SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

P

innacle Airlines Corp.’s relocation
of its Memphis headquarters to
Minneapolis by May should have
long-term leasing effects on the Downtown office market.
The regional air carrier occupied
170,000 square feet on floors 2 though 14
of One Commerce Square, 40 S. Main St.
The current occupancy of the 29-story,
399,350-square-foot office tower is 77
percent, and will drop to 38 percent when
Pinnacle and its 500 employees vacate.
In 2011, a total of 65,440 square feet
was leased in Downtown, according to
Bentley Pembroke, vice president with
Cushman & Wakefield/ Commercial Advisors Asset Services LLC.
One Commerce Square accounted
for 65 percent of this total – more absorption than all other Downtown buildings
combined.
“Obviously, nobody’s excited to lose
your anchor tenant, Pinnacle Airlines,
but what we’ve got going forward is newly
renovated, current space with new build-

Obviously, nobody’s excited
to lose your anchor tenant,
Pinnacle Airlines, but what
we’ve got going forward is
newly renovated, current
space with new building
standard finishes, fully
sprinklered office space for
Downtown, which is pretty
rare.”
– Bentley Pembroke

Vice president, Cushman & Wakefield /
Commercial Advisors Asset Services LLC

ing standard finishes, fully sprinklered
office space for Downtown, which is pretty
rare,” Pembroke said.
“We also have a couple of floors that
Pinnacle’s giving back. We had the opportunity to do multitenant, put in com-

mon area corridors, cater to the 3,000- to
10,000-foot user, as well as market the
space as a contiguous, 170,000-foot block,
which is very unique in the market. We
also have the capability to do anything
from 13,000 to 50,000 to 75,000 feet.”
One Commerce Square’s ownership group, Memphis Commerce Square
Partners LLC, has invested more than $20
million in the landmark Downtown tower
since its $7.5 million purchase in 2010.
Improvements specific to Pinnacle were $8
million, said partner Gary Prosterman.
“We do have a very reasonable basis in
the building,” Prosterman said. “We’ve had
a lot of our key tenants renew their leases
since we acquired the building, we have
redone their spaces as well. Gerber/Taylor
renewed and has a new space, law firm
Harris Shelton, same thing. Our tenants
that are there I think are very stable and
they know the building is stable.”
The Downtown Memphis Commission
worked tirelessly two years ago to bring
Pinnacle Downtown to occupy the majority of the not-so-long-ago dark tower.
Paul Morris, DMC president, said
Pinnacle’s departure opens up a lot more
office supply Downtown and doesn’t nec-

essarily change the demand.
“Anytime you have an over-supply
of something and not enough demand,
you’re going to hurt the economics of the
deal,” Morris said. “So if you’re trying to fill
space with one of these other competing
properties, as was challenging as it once
was, now you have to compete with some
Class A office space at One Commerce
Square that has got a real attractive price
point.”
Ron Kastner, senior vice president with
CB Richard Ellis Memphis, said any new
product is competition. CBRE leases and/
or manages Downtown office towers 50
Peabody Place, 88 Union Center, Brinkley
Plaza, Pembroke Square and the Tower at
Peabody Place.
Ron Riley, senior vice president with
Colliers International Asset Services, said
the Pinnacle situation is “a horrific blow
for Downtown as it will have a ripple effect
on the landscape.”
“Over the last four years, Downtown
has averaged approximately 40,000 square
feet of positive absorption and that includes the Pinnacle move in 2010,” Riley
said, citing Xceligent data. “When you
back that out, the absorption dwindles to
nothing.”
Riley said historically, Downtown has
had tenants that stay within the submarket and not a ton of new tenants moving
there. Typically as the economy improves,
the market sees positive absorption from
existing firms expanding.
“To backfill 170,000 based on the historical numbers is going to take a very long
time,” Riley said.
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Boyle Celebrates 80 Years, Sponsors Exhibit
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

B

oyle Investment Co. turns 80 this
year, and has partnered with the
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art to
celebrate. Boyle, one of Memphis’ oldest
real estate development firms, is the title
sponsor of the “The Crossroads of Memory: Carroll Cloar and the American South”
exhibit from June 8 through Sept. 15.
Stanton Thomas, curator of the exhibit,
said Cloar is the best-known artist to
have come out of the Mid-South. Childhood memories, familiar Delta scenery,
blues songs and photographs of ancestors
inspire his paintings. Boyle has had one of
Cloar’s paintings displayed in its office at
5900 Poplar Ave. in Ridgeway Center since
the office was built in the early 1970s and
several Boyle executives also own Cloar
paintings. Cloar’s painting “Bridge and
Bayou,” owned by Boyle executive vice
president Rusty Bloodworth, is included in
the exhibition at the Brooks.
Boyle’s history dates back to the founding of the city of Memphis. A Boyle family
ancestor, John Overton, founded Memphis in 1819 in partnership with Andrew
Jackson. In the early 1900s, Edward Boyle
developed the then considered stately
Belvedere Boulevard, which is still one of
Memphis’ highly dense residential areas.
Boyle Investment Co. was founded in
1933 by three of Boyle’s sons – Snowden
Boyle, Charles Boyle and Bayard Boyle Sr.
After World War II, the company, led by
Bayard Boyle Sr., began buying land and
developing it into residential subdivisions
and shopping centers. By the 1950s, the
firm had become a full-service real estate
investment operation, adding commercial
and industrial properties and a long list of
services including sales, leasing, management, construction, mortgage banking
and insurance. In the 1970s, Boyle accelerated the city’s growth eastward with one
of Memphis’ first mixed-use office parks,
Ridgeway Center.
In the 1980s, Boyle began development of Humphreys Center, a large-scale,
mixed-use development that includes
office, retail, medical and residential uses.
That was followed by Boyle’s development

of the 443-acre mixed-use Schilling Farms
community in Collierville in the 1990s.
In 2001, partners Phil Fawcett and Jeff
Haynes opened Boyle’s Nashville office,
which has since expanded to 19 employees, two of whom, Mark Traylor and
Thomas McDaniel, have joined Phil and
Jeff as partners.
Over the past several decades, Boyle
has developed high-profile office projects in both the Memphis and Nashville
markets including headquarters facilities
for the Southeast Region of the U.S. Postal
Service, Marsh USA, Raymond James,
SunTrust, Thomas & Betts, Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp., Helena Chemical
Co., Health Corp. of America, Community
Health Systems, and Podiatry Insurance
Corp. of America.
Boyle’s office team oversees the leasing

and management of 2 million square feet
of office space in Memphis, and Boyle
Nashville leases and manages more than
1.2 million square feet of office space.
High-profile retail projects developed
over the years include two national tenant
big-box power centers in Texas: Preston
Shepard Place in Plano and Southwest
Crossing in Fort Worth.
Shopping centers in the Memphis
region include the Shops of Forest Hill
in Germantown anchored by Target; the
Regalia specialty center in East Memphis
with upscale tenants such as Oak Hall,
Vineyard Vines and Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse; Gallina Centro at Poplar Avenue
and Houston Levee Road; and Southcrest
Market in Southaven, anchored by Best
Buy and Longhorn Steakhouse.
Boyle’s industrial projects include the

development of the 175-acre South Perkins
Industrial Park, 154-acre Century Center
Business Park, and light industrial facilities
at the 443-acre Schilling Farms development. Boyle also is known for its development of upscale residential communities
including Farmington, several neighborhoods in River Oaks, Spring Creek Ranch,
The Pinnacle of Germantown, Washington
Gates, Green Shadows, Blue Heron, Southwind, Riveredge and Bedford Plantation,
to name a few.
Boyle is in its third generation of family
ownership and management. President
Paul Boyle, grandson of the founder, leads
the company. His father, Bayard Boyle Jr.,
and Henry Morgan are co-chairs. Henry
Morgan Jr. and Bayard Morgan, also grandsons of Bayard Boyle Sr., are executive vice
presidents.

Patterson Warehouses Adds Space in DeSoto
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

P

atterson Warehouses Inc. is
boosting its longtime local presence with a new lease in DeSoto
County.
The renowned player in Memphis’
third-party logistics industry is leasing 237,952 square feet of Class A space
in Marathon Distribution Center, 295
Marathon Way in Southaven.
Patterson’s home base is at 5388
Airways Blvd. But the 3PL has more than
1.5 million square feet of contract warehouse space in Memphis and Horn Lake.
Founded in 1856, Patterson’s bread
and butter is importing goods that often
arrive via container ship from Long
Beach, Calif. Patterson moves those
containers from local rail yards to their
facilities to then unload and inventory
the product, in essence becoming its
clients’ distribution arm.
Patterson’s customers include
ConAir, Medtronic, Black & Decker, Cui-

he’s “ecstatic” to have Patterson Warehouses as a tenant. The 3PL’s lease brings
the total 454,272-square-foot duplex
warehouse to 100 percent occupancy.
“We’re extraordinarily pleased and
happy to have Patterson, who’s obviously
one of the premier third-party logistics
providers and warehouse providers in
Memphis,” Allen said. “Sometimes, a 3PL
or a warehouse provider will say, ‘I’ve got
three or four different accounts going in,’
sometimes they’ll say, ‘this is a dedicated
facility for one specific customer.’ I’m
not aware of either scenario or case.”
While USAA Real Estate administers
the funds for 295 Marathon Way, the
asset is owned in a separate, private
Real Estate Investment Trust called U.S.
Industrial REIT II.
Originally built by Industrial Developments International Inc., 295 Marathon Way was the Atlanta-based developer’s first in DeSoto County.

sinart, Fiskars, Helen of Troy, Dr Scholl’s
and Crayola.
Matt Mulroy, vice president and general manager for Patterson Warehouses,
declined to comment about what fueled
the company’s expansion into the 295
Marathon Way space.
“We tend to try to fly below the
radar,” Mulroy said. “We’re very quiet
about our business – very successful, but
quiet at the same time. We sometimes
don’t want to tell the world what we’re up
to in specifics.”
Andy Cates and Preston Thomas
with Colliers International represented
the tenant in lease negotiations. Mark
Jenkins, executive vice president with
Cushman & Wakefield/Commercial
Advisors Asset Services LLC, represented
the landlord, San Antonio, Texas-based
USAA Real Estate Co.
Lang Allen, executive director of
portfolio management for USAA, said

commercial office loan
recent transaction

$14,000,000 | 161,269 sf

| Mobile, AL

Self Storage | 520 units $2,200,000 Southaven, MS
Jim Heimbach
Jon Van Hoozer
Dan Wiggins
Steve Curnutte
Rick Wood

901.756.2848 | 6305 Humphreys Blvd. | View additional recent transactions at FinFedMem.com
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Real Estate Company Makes an Impression
Artists Anthony D. Lee
and Kiersten
Williams
work on a
mural on the
side of Bari
Ristorante
near Overton
Square. It’s
one of several pieces
of art being
incorporated
into the
neighborhood.

Loeb incorporates art
projects into Overton
Square redevelopment
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

T

he firm redeveloping Overton
Square considers its task at hand to
be playing to its Midtown audience
– not only in building construction, but
also in incorporating art.
Loeb Properties Inc. is investing more
than $20 million to revive the once-booming arts and entertainment district of the
1970s and 1980s.
The ambitious project includes adding
new tenants to expand Overton Square’s
footprint, redesigning existing structures
and building new ones, and implementing a dozen or so multi-media art projects
throughout.
“We’re trying to get a little bit of everything – sculpture, mosaics, 3D interactive
pieces,” said Louis Loeb, executive vice
president asset management for Loeb
Properties. “It’s really been sort of difficult
because we haven’t had a budget for it. We
want to do a number of things, and it’s just

Photo: Lance Murphey

developed a life of itself.”
Loeb’s first dabble into the art scene
was in the early 1990s when the firm
placed Roy Tamboli’s steel Pangean Disk
sculpture at the Poplar Viaduct.
That was followed by the mural at
South Cooper Street and Madison Avenue
on the north-facing wall that now houses
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Highwoods Properties offers an impressive portfolio of class A commercial
spaces, like those at Crescent Center, Southwind Office Center and Triad
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YoLo Frozen Yogurt, and then the mural at
Central Avenue and East Parkway where
Kwik Shop Grill is housed.
“Those murals to me became part of
that landscape of those parts of town,” said
Tom Hayes, Loeb vice president construction.
“They’re kind of civic offerings as much
as they are just artwork. They’re just betterment to that part of the city.”
Loeb said there wasn’t a “designed,
10-point plan” on when and where to
install such projects, but the community’s
positive feedback has spurred additional
artwork executions over the years.
“If you’re stopped at the stoplight at
Central and Parkway, rather than looking
at the side of a building, you can look at a
park scene, which was supposed to reflect
the part that’s across the street from it,”
Loeb said.
“It just feels better.”
Next came Guillame Alby’s “This is Me,
This is You, This is We,” mural at Loeb’s
warehouse at 2542 Broad Ave. The French
artist painted that piece freehand with a
spray can in two weeks.
“He was so impressive that we invited
him to come back and do another piece
for Overton Square,” Loeb said. “We don’t
know if it’s going to be a mural, sculpture
or both. We’re saving a couple of spots for
him.”
Also in Midtown in recent times, Loeb
collaborated with the Memphis College
of Art students to paint the convenience
store at 1923 Poplar Ave. with the slogan,
“Midtown is our Memphis.” Hayes, that
project’s liaison, holds a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree from Memphis College of Art
and a Master of Arts in teaching from the
University of Memphis.
“I have one foot in construction and
one in art. I’m a good guy to make that
stuff happen,” Hayes said, noting that he’d
like to see a sculptural component added
to that Poplar/Tucker intersection in the
future.
“A lot of preparation happens on those
things.”
For instance, on David Lynch’s mural
going up on the north exterior wall of Bari

Ristorante at 22 S. Cooper St., a jaggedshaped rooftop was added that coordinates with what’s depicted below. The
painting includes Overton Square and/
or nearby tenants such as Theatre Works,
Blue Monkey, Bar Louie, Memphis Pizza
Café, Bayou Bar & Grille and Turner Dairy.
“That’s something most of the public
hasn’t figured out,” Hayes said. “There’s
little signs on there and iconic architecture
looks, different people’s doors, bits of their
logos and bits of their building colors.”
The finishing touches are being put on
Lynch’s Bari mural, as well as Loeb’s lighting and the mounting of a retro “Overton
Square” logo that’s been reconditioned
from one of the square’s middle buildings
near what’s now Golden India.
“It’s going to add a little bit of glitz to
the mural,” Loeb said. “The lights are going
to chase around it.”
Other art projects Loeb has committed to in the square include Yvonne Bobo’s
25-foot-sculpture at the corner of Madison
and Cooper, Sean Murphy’s interactive
lighted wind chimes for the Trimble Courtyard Clock Tower, Lea Holland’s mosaic
op-art in the Griffin Garden, Suzy Hendrix’s backlit stained glass for the upstairs
windows above the former TGI Friday’s,
Mary Norman’s three-dimensional mural
on the south security office, Thorne
Edwards’ mosaic on the garage, as well as
another mural by Lynch that spans three
walls.
There are even talks with Loeb’s art
consultant, Carol DeForest, on figuring out
a way to make a planetarium out of the
breezeway in the square’s west building.
“We actually have more ideas now than
we know how to really fit into Overton
Square,” Loeb said.
“What we’re going to do after we get
the square wrapped up is continue to collaborate with (DeForest) to do more public
art around our portfolio.”
Immediate ideas include revamping
the retaining wall along Loeb’s Belvedere
Collection strip center at Union Avenue
and Belvedere Boulevard, as well as the
two-story area of Park Place Centre at Poplar and Ridgeway in East Memphis.
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Wills Stewarding Growth of Land
MICHAEL WADDELL | The Memphis News

F

or Walter Wills III, taking care of
his neighborhood and the surrounding area is one of his life

tasks.
Wills & Wills LP has owned much
of the land in the Kirby-Quince corridor for more than 40 years. The area
is seeing an influx of medical office and
retail users in the past few years, and
more are expected with a new Regional
Medical Center at Memphis outpatient
center in the area.
“I was always taught and believe I
was born to be a good steward of the
land while here on earth,” Wills said. “I
have been taking care of this neighborhood all my life, and we want uses that
can sustain themselves and benefit the
neighborhood because a strong neighborhood is one of the most important
things you can have.”
Wills grew up in the Kirby-Quince
area of East Memphis in the 1950s and
1960s, and his memories include fox
hunting through the area before it was
developed and once riding with his father and waiting for a horse and buggy
to cross the road.
He bought 178 acres in East Memphis in 1970 from his parents, and he
also purchased some other land in
the area from relatives. Much of the
property was in the flood zone so many
improvements have had to be done
over the years, including increasing the
drainage ditches and other hydraulic
engineering. Last October Wills agreed
to sell 49 acres to The MED for $3.4
million. Plans are for a new MED at
Kirby Gate outpatient and ambulatory
center to be built on the site. Wills had
previously turned down offers for twice
as much on the property, but he held off
until the right deal came along.
“We knew it was a special piece of
property, and we didn’t want to just
put up apartments on it,” he said. “We

Methodist for
a new hospice
facility on
Quince that
opened in June
2011.
“Part of
the attraction
of having the
MED come in
is that Wills &
Wills’ other
holdings in
the area, both
office and
retail, stand to
Photo: Lance Murphey
benefit,” said
Wills & Wills LP is a firm headed by Walter Wills III that handles
office, retail and residential real estate in the Kirby Gate area.
Jenkins, who
worked with
First Tennessee Bank for more than 28
wanted it to be something that contribyears.
uted to the neighborhood and makes it
To handle his company’s leasing aca better place to live.”
tivity, Wills works with Newmark Grubb
Sam Jenkins, consultant and finanMemphis (formerly Grubb & Ellis),
cial adviser who handles debt placeStoneCrest Investments and the Gary
ment, equity placement and reposiMyers Co. Wills is working to fill the last
tioning of properties for Wills, said the
few spots at Kirby Gate East Center on
facility will be a great addition to the
Quince, where new merchant Blues
corridor.
City Thrift opens this week. He expects
“It’s really going to have an impact
nearby residential areas to also benefit
on this area,” Jenkins said. “In terms
from the new development.
of access and population density, it’s a
“The medical professionals associgreat location.”
ated with the MED and the many other
Retail centers like Wills’ Kirby Gate
nearby medical offices are going to
Shopping Center are doing well thanks
want to live close to their work, so that
to 97,000 people living within a threewill really help the neighborhoods and
mile radius. New tenants this year will
the home values here,” he said.
include Hollywood Feed, and Dunkin’
Wills still controls more than 40
Donuts recently signed a deal that
acres for future development, and he
means a freestanding location will be
plans to hold much of it for now.
built just north of the shopping center.
“It is so fulfilling to see this neighThe Kirby-Quince area is also alborhood grow and flourish with so
ready loaded with medical office users
many families, homes, schools, places
like LivingWell by Health Springs, the
of worship, recreation, jobs and serReggie White Cardiopulmonary Rehab
vices,” Wills said. “Everyone gets along
Center, West Diagnostics, and many
and works together with neighborhood
others, and the new MED facility is sure
associations and neighborhood watches
to lure even more once it is built.
to take care of each other. I hope we
Late last year Wills closed on a deal
continue to grow and perpetuate a betthat will bring a new Oak Tree 90-bed
ter friendly place to live, grow and work
skilled nursing care facility to the area,
for future generations.”
and several years ago he sold land to

Most people have no problem
accepting that it’s possible to receive wireless
signals with their computers. However, the
fact that similar wireless-like communication
occurs between human beings often seems
mysterious to the same people. Interestingly,
it is a proven fact that humans communicate
with each other wirelessly all the time.
Sure, words, voice tone and body language (especially facial expressions) communicate much of
the information that
passes between
us. However, our
brains and nervous
systems are also
uniquely designed
to communicate in
chris cRouch
many other ways.
SMART STUFF
4 WORK
And this communication often occurs
on an unconscious basis. With this in mind,
let me tell you about an interesting article
I recently read titled “Motivation is Contagious” (March/April 2013 issue of Psychology Today). In a study conducted at the
University of Rochester, researchers found
that putting a highly motivated employee in a
room can enhance the performance of other
employees in the room. Apparently we are
designed by nature to emulate the motivation
and emotions of those around us. Of course,
the opposite occurs if you place an unmotivated person in the room. They can potentially bring everyone down. Now this part of the
article raised a big question in my mind. Who
will win the influencing contest? The question
is similar to the one raised by the “cat and
buttered toast” dilemma.
If you drop a cat, even from a short distance above the ground, it will almost always
land on its feet. And if you drop a piece of
buttered toast, it will almost always land
buttered-side down. So, if you strap a piece of
buttered toast, buttered side out, to the back
of a cat and drop them strapped together,
how will the combined cat/toast entity land?
Will it land feet first, or butter side down?
Before I go any farther, let me assure you that
no animals were harmed during the writing of
this article. I neither have nor borrowed a cat.
I don’t know the answer to the dropped
cat question, but I suspect a highly motivated
person will usually regulate a less motivated
person. If I wanted to try and create a more
motivated workforce, I would go with this
assumption. Here’s another thing about
the article I found quite interesting. When
motivated and unmotivated employees were
paired during the research, it did not matter if
they verbally communicated with each other.
Even when they avoided verbal communication and worked on completely different
tasks, they still influenced each other.
If you take the time to learn about limbic
resonance and something called mirror
neurons, all this makes a lot of sense. But to
me, here is the most usable insight in all of
this. According to the article writer (also the
researcher), “Hiring a single person whose
motivation detracts from company culture
can have a dramatic impact because of the
way our minds are programmed.”
So, think about that, and buttered toast
and cats, and where motivated people are at.
Chris Crouch is CEO of DME Training and
Consulting and author of several books.
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Reappraisal to Impact
Office Market
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

F

or the first time in history, the
property value of the once-everyfour-year reappraisal is going down,
and it has some commercial real estate
property owners concerned.
Although how much the value decreases won’t be official until April 20, the
first formal notices of 2013 Shelby County
property values for taxation purposes were
mailed at the beginning of this month to
owners of commercial and industrial cost
properties. The Shelby County Assessor’s
goal is to put the fair market value on the
property as of Jan. 1. That’s what a willing
buyer would pay for the property and what
a seller would be willing to sell it for.
It’s both a complicated and political issue. If property values decrease as a whole,
the city and county will likely raise the
tax rate. But if you’re a landlord and your
property values go up, that means you’re
going to pay higher taxes.
“It’s like the old saying, ‘You don’t want
your property value going up for the tax
assessor, but you do for your banker,’” said

Taylor Caruthers, owner of property tax
consulting firm Caruthers & Associates
Inc. “Especially if everybody else is going
down, you surely don’t want yours going
up as far as property tax goes.”
Caruthers said if the value goes down
and the rates go up, the two should offset
each other. He’s hearing from the assessor
that overall property values went down 5
percent from the previous year, but the tax
rate will be adjusted to reflect that.
“The way the law reads is that the city
and county can’t have a windfall from a reappraisal, they have to go back and adjust
the tax rate to reflect the previous year’s
tax collection,” Caruthers said. “So more or
less, the tax rate’s probably going to go up
a little bit from this past year unfortunately
for all of us. But if your property value went
down from the previous year, then you
shouldn’t be paying any more property tax
than the year before.”
The only notices Caruthers has seen so
far are preliminary on the properties worth
more than $10 million. He said the values
have gone up on Renaissance Center, the
Forum buildings, Clark Tower, White Station Tower and all of Highwoods Properties
Inc.’s buildings. He’s also seen some retail

Photo: Shutterstock

that’s “pretty much stayed the same.”
Steve Guinn of Highwoods said any
property value increase, assuming that the
tax rate stays the same, is going to mean
more property taxes.
“Long-term, when operating expenses
go up, your values go down,” Guinn said.
“Rents would have to go up to counteract
the increase in expenses. The question
then would be has the market improved
enough to allow rents to go up like that.”
But on the other hand, if expenses go
up, that means the Net Operating Income
on a building has gone down. If the same
capitalization rate is used, that means the
building’s value has gone down.
“There’s a little bit of an iterative loop
going on there,” Guinn said. As a general
rule, Highwoods appeals its Memphis
properties every year, not just in reappraisal cycles every four years, because “there

are very few buildings which are static,”
Guinn said.
One of the big factors that changes
values is occupancy. Highwoods’ Poplar
Avenue buildings don’t change more than
4 or 5 points in occupancy over a long
period of time, but not all office buildings
are that fortunate. Take One Commerce
Square, for example, which by May will
lose its anchor tenant, Pinnacle Airlines
Corp., dropping occupancy to 38 percent.
“They valued it at whatever number
on (Jan. 1),” Guinn said. “If I’m the guys
that own the building, I’m appealing this
baby because it was 80 percent leased on
(Jan. 1), but Pinnacle dropped the hammer down and April 2013, it’s only worth
whatever.”
For the full story, see the March 18 edition of The Daily News, www.memphisdailynews.com.
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Apperson Crump
Expands In Triad III
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

Memphis’ oldest continuously practicing law firm is expanding its presence in
Triad III.
Apperson Crump PLC added 2,037
square feet to its seventh floor space in a
vacant adjacent area between Silverleafe
Capital Partners LLC.
Apperson Crump moved into the
LEED-certified building at 6070 Poplar Ave.
in December 2009, and the lease extension
brings the firm’s total footprint to 27,000
square feet on the sixth and seventh floors.
Richard Myers, chief manager of Apperson Crump, said the expansion was
prompted by client growth.
“We’ve got a number of clients that are
expanding in the Far East, particularly with
international tax and estate planning issues,” Myers said. “We’ve also got a couple
of clients that are expanding into Europe
and there are a lot of intellectual property
issues we’ve got to deal with over there.”
While Apperson Crump has added
some new hires, this particular expansion
was driven by lawyers the firm already had
in place. Apperson Crump has 31 attorneys, 11 of whom focus their work on tax
and estate planning.
In recent years, the firm expanded into
personal injury and medical malpractice
litigation when Gary K. Smith of Gary K.
Smith & Associates PLLC merged with
Apperson Crump. And in January 2011,
Smith-Kimbrough & Associates PC was
brought under the Apperson Crump banner, a firm specializing in estate planning,
asset protection, business and charitable
planning and post-mortem settlement of
trusts and estates.
Grinder, Taber & Grinder Inc. recently
applied for an $111,930 building permit
with the city-county Office of Construction
Code Enforcement for Apperson Crump’s
build out in Triad III. Myers said the additional office space should be completed
by May.
John Mercer, director of leasing for
Raleigh, N.C.-based Highwoods Properties
Inc., handled the deal.
In other commercial leasing news, Covington, La.-based Pool Corp. has signed a
30,000-square-foot lease at 10600 Ridgewood Drive in Olive Branch.
Pool Corp. brands itself as the world’s
largest wholesale distributor of swimming pool supplies, equipment
and related leisure products.
In Memphis, it operates sales
centers at 1590 Century Center
Parkway and 3131 Appling
Road.
Larry Jones, branch manager with Pool Corp., said the
10600 Ridgewood distribution
warehouse will accommodate growth in the
company’s North Mississippi service area. Pool

Corp.’s Appling Road location currently
serves the West Tennessee, Missouri and
Kentucky markets and was bursting at the
seams.
“We’re serving our half of Mississippi
out of (10600 Ridgewood), which we’ve got
a good-sized market,” Jones said. “Olive
Branch will serve as a new hub for eastern
Arkansas and the north half of Mississippi,
Highway 82 and up.”
Scott Pahlow, executive vice president
with Newmark Grubb Memphis, represented the tenant in the five-year lease.
Colliers International’s industrial team of
Andy Cates and Preston Thomas represented the landlord, William H. Thomas Jr.
The new space will employ about nine fulltime associates and will be open by April 3.
In other deals, Parker Hannifin Corp.
signed a lease for 4,899 square feet of flex
space at 3860 Forest Hill Irene Road.
Hanover, Germany-based ContiTech
AG’s Fluid Technology business unit
acquired Parker Hannifin’s Colliervillebased Mobile Climate Systems division
in August. This new lease is an offshoot of
Parker Hannifin’s existing group at 1125
Schilling Blvd E.
Joel Fulmer, senior vice president at
Boyle Investment Co., represented the
tenant. Ron Riley, senior vice president at
Colliers International Asset Services, represented the landlord, BACM 2007-1 Irene
Road LLC, an entity of Miami Beach, Fla.based special servicer LNR Partners LLC.
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Meanwhile, DriveTime has leased the
former car dealership at 6535 Winchester
Road. DriveTime specializes in selling used
cars and providing financing to people
with credit issues. This will be its second
location behind its 2177 Covington Pike
facility. The three buildings on the property total 37,370 square feet on 5.23 acres.
The landlord is Fort Lauderdale, Fla.-based
AN/MNI Acquisition Corp., an affiliate of
AutoNation.
Elliot Embry and Hank Martin with
NAI Saig Co. represented AutoNation
and were the only brokers involved in the
transaction. DriveTime is currently renovating the property and branding it to their
standards, Embry said.
NAI Saig Co. also represented AutoNation on its $2.8 million purchase of 28.8
acres of land on Hacks Cross Road near
its Tenn. 385 exchange. Under the entity
American Way Motors Inc., AutoNation
bought the vacant parcel from The
Gurley Cos. LP. AutoNation will
build a Dobbs Honda dealership
on the site. The dealership will
move from the location it has
had at 2785 Mendenhall Road
for 20 years.
Send commercial lease
announcements to Sarah
Baker, who can be reached
at 521-2464 or sbaker@
memphisdailynews.
com.
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Redistricting Plan Leaves Shelby Same
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

Redrawn district lines for civil and criminal trial court judges won’t affect Shelby County

A

bout a year after the Tennessee
legislature set new district lines for
itself and the state’s nine members
of Congress, it is about to set the district
lines for civil and criminal trial court
judges at the state level.
Tennessee Lt. Gov. and state Senate
Speaker Ron Ramsey unveiled a “consensus” judicial redistricting proposal Monday, March 11, in Nashville that leaves
Shelby County as its own judicial district.
The only change to Shelby County’s
30th Judicial District is it would become
the 29th Judicial District.
As it does currently, the district takes
in all of Shelby County and does not include any neighboring counties.
“When the issue of judicial redistricting was first presented to me, it was clear
action needed to be taken,” Ramsey said
Monday, March 11, in a written statement. “After 30 years, the changes experienced in our state need to be reflected in
the districts of Tennessee’s judges, district
attorneys and public defenders.”
Ramsey also said the 1984 judicial redistricting created “untenable inefficien-

cies” and was influenced by the politics of
the time.
The politics at the time was overwhelmingly Democratic with Democratic
majorities in both chambers of the Tennessee legislature and with the 1986 statewide elections, a Democratic governor to
go with those majorities and the state’s
two Democratic U.S. senators.
“This map corrects those mistakes,”
Ramsey added, “and brings our judicial
districts into the 21st century.”
Republicans became the majority in
both chambers of the legislature in 2010
and attained supermajorities in both
chambers in the 2012 legislative elections
as well as holding the governor’s mansion
and both U.S. Senate seats.
The redistricting takes place in an
off-election year in Shelby County to be
followed by what politicos call the “big
ballot” in 2014. The big ballot is the longest of any election cycle in local politics.
It includes not only county offices but
also the judicial positions for state courts
– both the civil and criminal divisions –
that are elected once every eight years.

“

When the issue of judicial
redistricting was first
presented to me, it was
clear action needed to be
taken. After 30 years, the
changes experienced in our
state need to be reflected in
the districts of Tennessee’s
judges, district attorneys
and public defenders.”
– Ron Ramsey

Lt. Gov., Senate Speaker

The two judicial districts in northwest
Tennessee that take in Lake, Dyer, Obion
and Weakley counties would become a
single district.
Further east, the current 22nd judicial

POLITICS

Local GOP Chairman Seeks New Term
bill dries | The Memphis News

Justin Joy looking for re-election at March 24 party convention

T

he chairman of the Shelby County
Republican Party will seek another term at the March 24 party
convention.
Justin Joy was first elected chairman
at the 2011 party convention where he
ran unopposed.
Like Van Turner, the outgoing local
Democratic Party chairman, Joy said
he wants to see his party broaden its
base and attract candidates in the 2014
countywide races who have crossover
appeal.
“Really from the national level all
the way down to the local county level,
frankly the Republican Party needs to
grow,” Joy said. “What I would like to see
happen here in Shelby County is for the
Republican Party to continue to grow
not just for the purpose of winning elections, but for strengthening the party.”
Turner, who is not seeking another
term as Democratic Party chairman,

touted the victories of Democratic
candidates Cheyenne Johnson and Ed
Stanton in the 2012 races for assessor
and General Sessions Court clerk respectively as well as President Barack Obama
carrying Shelby County in the presidential general election as the state went to
Republican challenge Mitt Romney.
But Democrats lost all nine countywide races in the 2010 county general
elections.
Meanwhile, Joy touted the 2010
sweep by his party’s countywide ticket
but tempered that with the 2012 victories over Republican contenders by
Johnson and Stanton.
“People don’t always vote for the
party label, especially locally,” Joy said
of the 2012 losses for the GOP. “They are
voting for candidates and the qualities
of those candidates and who the best
person is for the job. I think having a
candidate with a broad appeal to people

in both parties is how you win countywide here in Shelby County.”
The March and April local party conventions are the first significant political
events in what is, so far, an off-election
year for Memphis. That could change
with a city referendum on a half-percent
sales tax hike. Arlington and Lakeland
have municipal elections in 2013.
But the 2014 “big ballot” of county
primaries and general elections are
already being planned for by prospective
candidates of both parties.
“It’s not just the big ballot. It’s the
jumbo ballot,” Joy said.
The ballot includes all of the races on
the ballot in 2010. But it will also have
races for half of the countywide school
board seats as well as the once-everyeight-year judicial races and Shelby
County district attorney general.
It is the longest ballot of any election
cycle in Shelby County politics.

district would be expanded to take in
Perry and Lewis counties in the 21st
district as well as Wayne, Lawrence, Giles
and Maury counties.
Rutherford and Williamson counties would become separate countywide
judicial districts.
The current countywide judicial district in Coffee County would be merged
with the 31st judicial district counties of
Warren, Van Buren and Cannon, the latter
of which had been paired with Rutherford.
“We’re in agreement that these are
some abnormalities that could be addressed without major disruption,” said
Allan Fields Ramsaur, executive director
of the Tennessee Bar Association. “We are
pleased that we’re not going to have that
major disruption going into the octennial
election.”
State comptroller Justin P. Wilson
told Ramsey and state House Speaker
Beth Harwell in February that his office
had “insufficient data and outdated case
weights” to do weighted caseload studies last year for prosecutors and public
defenders. Wilson also said his review of
data and results from the last weighted
caseload study from January 2007 found it
“to be questionable.”
The caseload data for defenders and
prosecutors is used in judging funding
levels for both groups.
“The current models were developed
over 10 years ago and no longer appear
to accurately project the number of attorneys needed in District Attorneys’ and
Public Defenders’ offices,” Wilson wrote
in the February letter.
Ramsaur points out there is more
recent caseload data available for judges.
“There is a weighted caseload study
for last year for the judges,” he said. “Does
there need to be some changes in some of
the weights? No doubt about it.”
But there are other factors that come
into play as well.
“What we have done over those 30
years is add about 30 judgeships where
they were needed,” Ramsaur said. “Rutherford County has tripled in population.
But Rutherford County had two judges
in 1984. It now has five. The system has
flexed and added more resources where
it is needed. It was not as difficult as one
might think.”
And sometimes the numbers of
certain types of case may change but that
doesn’t necessarily translate to a lighter
caseload.
“There are fewer medical malpractice
cases, but they may be more complex
now. The bigger cases are the ones that
are being tried,” Ramsaur said. “There
may be fewer of them. But they take longer than they did 30 years ago.”
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Flinn, Harris Talk Schools
Funding Prospects
bill dries | The Memphis News

F

or several weeks, it has been an
undercurrent feeding the roots of
the various branches of the tree that
is the Shelby County schools merger.
The thought is that the city of Memphis
will come up with some amount of funding for the consolidated school district
once the schools consolidation crosses
over into the new fiscal year that starts July
1. At that point, the city is not under any
legal obligation to continue any school
system funding under state maintenance
of effort laws, the scenario goes.
“You never say never on this,” said
Memphis City Council member Shea Flinn
on the WKNO-TV program “Behind The
Headlines.” “It depends on how you define
education. If it is just giving money for the
school system and board of education to
spend, that is probably pretty unlikely in
the near term.”
Flinn and fellow council member Lee
Harris talked about school funding and the
schools lawsuit on the program hosted by
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News.
“I think our budget is being stretched
thin,” Harris said. “I don’t anticipate any
extra resources.”
Flinn said the city would be involved
in a pre-kindergarten expansion if a halfpercent city sales tax hike is approved next
month for city voters to decide in the late
summer. If voters then approve the sales
tax hike, $27 million of the $47 million
in estimated revenue it would produce

Ritz estimates there could be
only about $5 million in new
county funding for the consolidated school district in the
fiscal year that starts July 1.
That is based on a 9.9 percent county property tax hike
of 40 cents that would produce
$64 million in revenue, most of
it – $52.8 million – to cover revenue lost in the recent county
property reappraisal for tax
purposes including the state
appeals allowance.
Any county property tax
hike of 10 percent or higher
requires a nine-vote, twothirds majority that Ritz says is
not there.
Illustration: Shutterstock
One of the variables is the
prospect of city funding.
would be dedicated to a city contracted
“Memphis city could start paying
pre-kindergarten operation outside the
their debt to the schools,” Ritz wrote in
consolidated school system.
his handout outlining the new math on
“Education is a bigger system than just
schools funding this month. “They may be
the schools and the city will continue to
waiting for MCS to disappear 7/1/2013.”
play a role in education,” Flinn said, echoFlinn said the city might begin to pay
ing the sentiments of Memphis Mayor A
$57 million in funding the council voted to
C Wharton Jr. since last year. “But we are
cut to Memphis City Schools in 2008 if an
not going to get trapped with voluntary
effort at mediation can do what it hasn’t to
gifts – which we always maintained our
date – get started. The $57 million judgcontribution was – being hooked into
some maintenance of effort, which says it’s ment the school system won in the state
court case remains in effect even after the
not a voluntary gift. It’s required to be paid
merger.
in this amount in perpetuity.”
But Flinn says without a mediated
County Commission Chairman Mike

Profit from Your Employees’ Ideas
tainty, stress and confusion.
Offering employees a say in the
When employees are disengaged,
decisions that affect them is one of the
performance drops. Towers Watson found
best tools for engaging their hearts,
that among companies with low engageminds and souls so they are motivated to
give their all – and to make better choices ment, the average operating margin was
9.9 percent. Those with
as a company.
However, many busiverne harnish & high “traditional” engagemichael synk ment – where employees
ness leaders have let emGUEST COLUMN were mainly motivated
ployee engagement fall by
with rewards like a bump
the wayside while trying
in pay – averaged 14.3 percent.
to navigate the post-recession economy
Those with high “sustainable” engage– and inadvertently made it harder to
ment fared the best, with an average
achieve the results they want.
operating margin of 27.4 percent. This
A Towers Watson survey of 32,000
group of companies focused on building
employees worldwide in 2012 found that
a great culture by promoting employees’
only one-third are highly engaged – excitwell being, treating them with respect,
ed about company goals, energized while
coaching them to improve performance,
they’re at the office and free of obstacles
maintaining honesty and integrity, buildto getting their work done.
ing a strong reputation and other practicAnother global survey by the cones that made employees feel great about
sultancy AON Hewitt in 2010 found that
coming to work.
engagement was at an all-time low, with
These findings were not an anomaly.
employees fatigued by prolonged uncer-

AON Hewitt also discovered a connection
between employee engagement and performance. It found that organizations with
high levels of engagement outperformed
the stock market and posted returns 22
percent greater than average in 2010.
Those with disengaged employees posted
returns 28 percent lower than average.
The survey found that the top three
drivers of engagement were career
opportunities, recognition at work and
brand alignment.
Including employees in decisionmaking doesn’t just make them feel
better about work – it leads to smoother
operations. When employees are involved
in the decision-making process, they are
more willing to commit to executing on
the decision than if they had no say. This
leads to more collaboration and smoother execution.
How can leaders foster greater engagement? The first step is ditching the

settlement, the city doesn’t have to pay as
long as the city’s counter claim that the
school system owes it more than $140 million for capital spending is still pending.
“We don’t have to pay it until that claim
is heard,” Flinn said. “There has always
been resistance on the part of the city
school board to having any sort of mediation because they just pretend that our
claim doesn’t exist when in fact it does.”
Meanwhile, Harris and Flinn offered
different opinions about the City Council’s
role in the 2-year-old federal lawsuit filed
by the Shelby County Board of Education.
Flinn said when county schools leaders
filed the lawsuit, they brought the city into
the fray.
“The reason we are involved in it is we
got sued,” he said. “We didn’t just decide to
sue them, they sued us.”
Harris argues that doesn’t mean the
city had to remain active in the lawsuit as
it moved into Shelby County Commission
attempts to contest state laws governing
the creation of municipal school districts
in the suburbs.
“I am skeptical to say the least that
we’ve taken the right approach,” said
Harris, who has been on the council for 14
months. “I think we may be the only body
politically that’s involved in litigation and
sending lawyers to fight this dispute but
have never voted on it. … I think we may
have chosen the wrong path to draw out
this thing unnecessarily.”

mindset that many executives learned in
business school.
They feel they can get results by telling people what to do. This stale thinking
is often reinforced by their peers. A boss
who complains to other execs about
problems with an employee is likely to
hear: “You need to fire the guy.” They’re
not going to say he doesn’t have enough
freedom, autonomy and purpose in his
job.
Employees want rules and boundaries, but, at the same time, need to be
heard.
They want to work toward a mission
that’s bigger than earning a paycheck.
If your employees are unmotivated and
your company is underperforming, now is
the time to look within – and turn things
around!
Frazier Baker, vice president of office
services, and Will Barden, vice president of
office services, provide office tenant representation services for Colliers International
Memphis.

www.thememphisnews.com

28 March 15-21, 2013

L A W & T HE C O U R T S

Harrison McIver Celebrates
15 Years as MALS Director
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

H

arrison McIver has entered his
15th year as executive director
of Memphis Area Legal Services
Inc. with a daunting challenge that’s as
constant as it is acute.
Funding is as critical to the organization as it’s ever been right now, for a host
of reasons.
Outside funding sources have been
pulling in their reins, but the need for
the services of MALS, which exists to
provide legal help for needy Memphians,
has grown considerably as the economy
tanked.
Access to justice even for – really,
especially for – people with limited means
is something that’s close to McIver’s heart,
and he frequently points to the preamble
to the U.S. Constitution as justification.
“We the people of the United States,”
it begins, before continuing with the
phrase “in order to form a more perfect
union.” And before the document’s beginning talks about anything else, McIver
goes on to explain, it makes reference to

the establishment of justice.
“Because without justice as the
foundation of this country, really, what do
we have?” said McIver, who speaks with
a calm, measured cadence about work
that’s increasingly taking on a poignant
tone.
Legal services and access to justice
have been hallmarks of McIver’s professional life. He began his legal career as
a Reginald Heber Smith Fellow at North
Mississippi Rural Legal Services.
From there, he became managing
attorney of the former Southwest Mississippi Legal Services and North Mississippi
Rural Legal Services before taking the
reins as executive director of Central Mississippi Legal Services in Jackson, Miss.
From there, his career trek veered
north. After 14 years in Mississippi, he
was tapped as executive director of the
Project Advisory Group, the national
organization of legal services programs in
Washington.
There, he advocated for the group’s

member organizations, the membership
of which included legal aid law firms
from across the country. He also provided
technical assistance to them while coordinating and writing communications
materials.
“This has been my life’s work,” McIver
said.
He arrived at Memphis Area Legal
Services in 1998.
That’s when he was hired as the
group’s executive director, and he quickly
set about helping create the program’s
first vision and mission statements and
rallied the board and staff around the
common purpose of strategic and business plans.
His work also included promoting
more efficient access to services and helping to build partnerships and collaborations in the community.
He’s also a prominent member of the
community, serving on various community organization boards. Among them,
he’s been inducted as a Fellow in both the

Tennessee Bar Foundation and the Memphis Bar Foundation.
One of the things driving him at the
moment is trying to help the broader
community put a face on the work MALS
does.
“My elevator pitch is that we help
keep people from being homeless,” McIver said.
“We help keep food on the table. We
help extricate people from abusive situations. We help people who may be on
their last leg and needing public benefits.
This is our challenge.”
That challenge is characterized by the
fact that the need for the work is growing, while the dollars available to fund it
are shrinking and MALS’ existing staffers
have to do more with less. To make up the
difference, the organization continues to
be lifted up by helping hands.
Last summer, MALS launched a
capital drive under the tagline “We’re All
In,” an effort that includes distributing
literature about the group and its mission,
as well as a video prepared by Running
Pony Productions and pro bono marketing and related help from RedRover Sales
& Marketing.
RedRover managing partner Lori
Turner-Wilson even joined the MALS
board.
“This is a challenge for us each and
every day,” McIver said. “I hope every lawyer can find it in themselves to give something to this effort. I take responsibility for
our part. We have a responsibility to this
country to provide access to justice.”
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3-D Printing Will Drive Innovation
revolution guided by "creative explorers."
Technology like that imagined
Makerbot CEO Bre Pettis showcased a
by Star Trek is becoming reality with 3-D
small desktop 3-D printer priced at $2,200
printing. It has arrived – and it is disrupfor a fall 2013 launch. Pettis believes 3-D
tive. Thirty years in the making, 3-D printprinting for the
ing uses additive
masses will change
processes, where an
the face of manufacobject is created by
turing, eliminating
laying down succesthe need for highsive layers of materivolume production.
al. Laser beams and
He envisions a future
molten plastic can
be used to re-create
JOCELYN ATKINSON where consumers
& michael graber will generate what
many everyday oblet’s grow they need at home
jects quickly. Rangor in a small shop, anything from children's
ing in cost, these machines print in ABS
building blocks to a prosthetic hand.
plastic the same material found in today’s
Thus far, 3-D printers have been used
consumer products. Some models print
by commercial organizations for rapid
in full color and at a very high resolution
product prototyping. Innovation teams
and can even use non-traditional material
create iterative prototypes fast and
“inks,” printing with materials not usually
inexpensively to greatly shorten the time
associated with printers.
to market. Three-D printing is also a more
South by Southwest kicked off last
cost-effective method to generate pre-proFriday with a bold prediction that desktop
duction molds and some companies are
3-D printing will unleash a new industrial

2745 airways blvd.
memphis, TN 38132
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FedEx Headquarters Building
Sells for $22.6 Million
ERIC SMITH | The Memphis News
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starting to use it to manufacture end-use
parts. Digital direct manufacturing facilitates smarter low-volume manufacturing
eliminating cost and lead times associated
with machining or tooling. DDM makes
on-the-fly design changes and just-in-time
inventory possible.
Moore’s Law may be at work pushing down the cost of these machines and
bringing them closer to the consumer
market. If predictions about the proliferation of 3-D printing are correct, we will see
a paradigm shift equal to other usergenerated content disruptive technologies
like desktop publishing, digital music and
consumer media production software.
We believe that should this “new
industrial revolution guided by creative
explorers” come to pass, Berkeley professor Henry Chesbrough’s Open Innovation
theory will become crucial to commercial
survival and no longer a practice used just
by the smartest companies. Chesbrough
defines Open Innovation as, “a paradigm

Ave

942 S. Shady Grove Road • Memphis, TN 38119
942 S. shady grove road
memphis, TN 38119
Sale Amount: $22.6 million
Sale Date: Feb. 21, 2013
Buyer: Terraza 9 LLC
Seller: Norman FX World LLC
Details: The building that houses the corporate headquarters of FedEx Corp. at 942
S. Shady Grove Road in East Memphis has sold for $22.6 million.
Terraza 9 LLC, an affiliate of Escondido, Calif.-based Realty Income Corp.,
bought the 101,308-square-foot office building in a Feb. 21 special warranty deed
from Norman FX World LLC of Poway, Calif.
Built in 1999, the Class A office facility sits on 4 acres along the east side of Shady
Grove between Briarcrest and Poplar avenues. The Shelby County Assessor of Property’s 2012 appraisal was close to $16 million.
This marked Realty Income’s third Memphis purchase in the past few months.
In December it paid $16.6 million for the Herbalife International of America Inc.
distribution center at 5025 Crumpler Road in Hickory Hill.
Operating as Terraza 2 LLC, the company bought the 131,672-square foot facility in a Dec. 20 special warranty deed from Memphis Herb GP, an affiliate of Sherman Oaks, Calif.-based Cardinal Industrial.

Sale Amount: $1.7 million
Sale Date: Feb. 25, 2013
Buyer: Meridian Hospitality LLC
Seller: PNRCY LLC
Details: The 106-room Budget Host
Inn & Suites at 2745 Airways Blvd.
next to Memphis International
Airport has sold for $1.7 million.
Meridian Hospitality LLC bought
the 45,972-square-foot hotel Feb.
25 from PNRCY LLC. Pallaviben
Patel signed the warranty deed as
chief manager of PNRCY, which
had bought the hotel in 2009 – then
branded as an Econo Lodge – for
$1.7 million from R & B Lodging Inc.
Built in 1983, the hotel sits on
3.01 acres at the northwest corner
of the intersection of Airways and
Democrat Road. The Shelby County
Assessor of Property’s 2012 appraisal was $1.2 million. The sale
also included a 3,373-square-foot
restaurant, which sits on a 0.63-acre
outparcel of the hotel. The restaurant, formerly called Jazz Café, also
was built in 1983 and had a 2012
appraised value of $186,700.
4895 Outland Center Drive;
4900 Outland Center Drive;
4900 Outland Center Drive;
4935 Outland Center Drive;
4985 Outland Center Drive;
4995 Outland Center Drive;
and 5000 Outland Center
Drive
MEMPHIS, TN 38118
Sale Amount: $11.8 million
Sale Date: Feb. 21, 2013
Buyer: Outland Center Drive LLC
Seller: Outland Center Drive LP
Details: A partnership between real
estate investment companies from

that assumes firms can and should use
external as well as internal ideas, and internal and external paths to market, as the
firms look to advance their technology.” In
a world of widely distributed knowledge,
companies cannot afford to rely entirely
on their own research, but should instead
buy or license processes or inventions (i.e.
patents) from other companies. Likewise,
internal inventions that are deemed noncore to the business should be licensed or
spun off.
An inventor’s dream made reality.
Lower barriers to entry in the form of
ubiquitous access to technology and
information will give rise to a new DIY community. Will you open your doors and your
eyes to the legions of creators with growth
opportunities outside your gates? If not,
you may find the walls of your corporate
castle crumbling. The corporate “not
invented here” syndrome is deadlier than
ever. Information is prolific and technology
continues to level the playing field. Companies that remain insular will be left for dead
as the world shifts to new business models
that drive growth.

Denver and Atlanta has paid $11.8
million for an industrial portfolio in
Oakhaven.
Operating as Outland Center
Drive LLC, Denver-based Amstar
and Atlanta-based Huntington Industrial Partners bought the following seven properties: 4895 Outland
Center Drive; 4900 Outland Center
Drive; 4900 Outland Center Drive;
4935 Outland Center Drive; 4985
Outland Center Drive; 4995 Outland
Center Drive; and 5000 Outland
Center Drive. The sale closed in a
Feb. 21 limited warranty deed with
Outland Center Drive LP as the
seller. That entity acquired the portfolio in 2006 for $15.8 million.
Two of the seven parcels are
classified as accessory improvements. The other five were built in
1988 and 1989, and include roughly
400,000 square feet on about 28
acres and have an appraised value
of $9 million, according to the assessor.
Built in 1988, the 35,200-squarefoot property at 4895 Outland Center Drive sits on 4.8 acres and has an
appraised value of $767,400.
Built in 1988, the 33,932-squarefoot property at 4900 Outland Center Drive sits on 5.4 acres and has an
appraised value of $970,500.
Built in 1988, the
102,656-square-foot property at
4935 Outland Center Drive sits on
7.2 acres and has an appraised value
of $2.3 million.
Built in 1989, the 99,625-squarefoot property at 4985 Outland Center Drive sits on 4.7 acres and has an
appraised value of $2.2 million.
And built in 1989, the
122,824-square-foot property at
4995 Outland Center Drive sits on
5.7 acres and has an appraised value
of $2.7 million.
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Viewer Mail
Always
Appreciated
“My wife and I enjoy your sense of
humor,” the note began. “You write the funniest
things!!” Double exclamation point? I like that!!
“We read your column in the Memphis paper!!
The voice mail one was a scream. The Mrs. has
a question. Since you are a judge, professor and
wordsmith with your columns, where do you get all
this time?”
A fair question. To which I replied, “Same place
I got time when I was half
the age I am now. You
know, back when we all
really were as tough as
we thought we were.” And
then I added, “I’ll say this,
though. I feel a whole lot
more like I do now than I
VIC FLEMING did then.”
In case I have not said
I SWEAR
this before, I truly appreciate input from the readership – all 12 of you,
in both states. It should go without saying that
the volume thereof is such that I don’t have much
trouble responding personally to all emails. I fondly
call such feedback “viewer mail,” and it need not be
positive.
On a related, slightly different, yet analogous
note, crossword solvers are notorious for not commenting to crossword authors – unless they have a
nit to pick. I’d been writing the monthly crossword
in the Rotarian, magazine of the international service club of similar name, for over five years before
I received my first item of viewer mail.
This fellow, Max Burry, went to some trouble
to notify
me he was
sure I had
messed
Fleming’s weekly puzzle Page 35
up the
clue for
an answer
in a crossword. He knew from the information in
the magazine that I was a member of the Rotary
Club of Little Rock. Max went online and found the
mailing address for the club. I received a call from
the executive director of RCLR telling me she had
mail for me. Since the club office is not far from my
home, I swung by and picked it up that afternoon.
The issue is not whether or not Max was correct in his comment about the crossword clue.
The important thing is that he got his point across.
My reply was to call him on the phone, strike up a
discussion, and offer to visit his hometown later in
the year and make a presentation on crosswords
to his club.
Thus, in late July 2010, I found myself in front
of a Rotary Club in Williamsburg, Va. In addition to
my puzzling presentation, I had a great story to tell
about how I got there.
Speaking of crosswords, even as I write, I’m
preparing for my annual pilgrimage to New York
City to serve as an official at the 36th Annual
American Crossword Puzzle Tournament. Directed
by New York Times puzzle editor Will Shortz, this is
the largest regular gathering of crossword aficionados known to humankind, as well as the oldest.
Dan Feyer of Manhattan will endeavor to win his
fourth consecutive crown. I should have a report
on that in a week or two.

I Swear Crossword

Vic Fleming is a district court judge in Little Rock,
Ark., where he also teaches at the William H. Bowen
School of Law. Contact him at vicfleming@att.net.
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Purifoy’s Police Aspirations
Evolve Into Legal Career
richard j. alley | Special to The Memphis News

S

hayla Purifoy majored in
urban studies – a mixture of history, political
science and sociology – at
Rhodes College. Her senior
seminar was on community
policing.
“It was so much fun, it was
so exciting,” she said about
her time spent shadowing police officers on the job. “They
were helping people and they
really were impacting that
area, which was the Madison
Heights area.”
With this experience, and
the mentorship of Mike Kirby,
her professor at Rhodes, a goal
was realized.
“I decided that I was going
to be a cop and no one could
tell me any differently,” she
said. “I started gun training, I
PURIFOY
started doing pushups and situps, I was crawling over the
Barack Obama as a boost to the work
wall at the police academy so I could
she does.
run on their track to be prepared.
“He supports women, he supAnd then I changed my mind.”
ports ending domestic violence and
She’d stopped along the way
trying to improve people’s lives,” she
to the police academy just long
said. “He recognizes what a huge
enough to take the LSAT, she said,
issue that is in the United States and
“just in case.” It would turn out that
how just horrible, down to the core,
law school had a stronger pull than
that can destroy a family.”
the police academy and she found
These days she is assisting,
herself at the University of Memphis
through the YWCA, immigrant
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law.
women who are victims of domestic
She took a social welfare and policy
violence.
course, and
“Not only am
entered into
I assisting them
the general
with their docivil litigation
mestic violence
clinic to work
issues through
on domestic
order of protecviolence cases.
tion hearings,
The clinic
but I can now
is held now at
the law school,
I just feel good when I assist them with
but was held at
wake up in the morning divorces and
other legal issues
Memphis Area
and I don’t have a that come up,”
Legal Services
dreading feeling about Purifoy said.
Inc. at that
These women
time.
going to work that I’m
have
difficulty
“When the
sure some people have.
accessing the
position beI could not imagine
legal system due
came available,
waking up and thinking, to language barI was the only
‘I can’t do one more riers, specifically
person that
had experience
hour of this.’ I just enjoy with the cost of
in domestic
helping people.” an interpreter in
the courtroom.
violence who
– Shayla Purifoy
“If you don’t
was applying
have a good
for the posiinterpreter, that
tion, so that’s
can damage your whole case,” she
how I ended up with my job,” she
said. “There is a responsibility for us
said.
to provide access to everyone so if I
The mission of MALS is to
come to court and ask the judge to
provide civil legal assistance to lowappoint an interpreter, but then no
income individuals and Purifoy cites
one wants to pay them, that can be
the recent signing of the Violence
an issue.”
Against Women Act by President

“

Courtroom staff might be inclined to do a double take as Purifoy
tends to team up with her twin sister
Lia Roemer, an advocate with the
YWCA, on such cases.
The native Memphian and
Central High School graduate first
became interested in the legal
profession through mock trial while
at Central, and that carried over
into her time at Rhodes, a program
she continues to work with. She is
unapologetically immersed in the
subculture of mock trial.
“I feel like at this point that mock
trial is like Star Trek in that some
people get it and some people don’t,
and some people are obsessed and
some people aren’t,” she said. “There
are people who become obsessed
with mock trial and I guess I’m one
of those.”
Purifoy is also involved in the
fight against child abuse, sexual assault and human trafficking, and she
sits on the Shelby County Domestic
Violence Council. She is recording secretary for the Ben F. Jones
Chapter of the National Bar Association, which addresses the needs of
African-American lawyers.
MALS is inundated with cases
and, she said, they are desperately in
need of attorneys to donate their services and offer a pro bono assistance
program. She can attest that the work
is rewarding.
“I just feel good when I wake up
in the morning and I don’t have a
dreading feeling about going to work
that I’m sure some people have,” she
said. “I could not imagine waking up
and thinking, ‘I can’t do one more
hour of this.’ I just enjoy helping
people.”
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Love of Culinary Arts Leads Hartsfield to Catering
JENNIFER JOHNSON BACKER | The Memphis News

W

ade Hartsfield’s career plan to
become a nurse took a detour
when he took a part-time job
with a catering company to help pay for
nursing school.
He had left his first career as the director of parks and recreation in his hometown – Covington, Tenn. – to begin his
second career as a nurse.
Hartsfield says catering felt like a
natural fit because of his love for food and
the culinary arts. As he learned about the
industry, he decided catering was a better
fit for him than nursing.
“It certainly is more fun,” he said. “It
was an easy transition from working for a
city government to catering, which is also
a service industry.”
With a little experience under his belt,
Hartsfield launched boutique catering
company Wade and Co. Catering in 2006.
The company specializes in creating
personalized menus for brides, corporate
professionals and nonprofit agencies.
The requests range from the quirky to the
very unique – to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the University of Tennessee Health Sciences Center, Wade and
Co. made sorbet using liquid nitrogen to
freeze the desserts.
“This is really what makes my job

fun,” he said. “All of our menus are developed specifically for the client based
on the type of food they want. We can do
a seated dinner in a cotton field if that’s
what the client wants.”
Hartsfield, who describes himself as
the creative force behind Wade and Co.
Catering, says he loves experimenting
with old classics. He recently helped a
client create a new twist on a Bananas
Foster – a dessert traditionally made with
bananas, vanilla ice cream and topped
with a sauce made from butter, cinnamon, rum and brown sugar. They added
rum doughnuts to the mix – and served
the dish as it is traditionally served as a
flambé.
He says most of his clients like to
incorporate a food item that has special
meaning to their organization or to their
lives.
“It’s a lot of fun and brings a very personal touch to the event,” Hartsfield said.
“We want to deliver their expectations,
which means really listening to what they
want and what they would like to see.”
In 2011, Hartsfield had the opportunity to purchase Tower Center Memphis,
an event space that sits on the 33rd floor
of the Clark Tower in East Memphis. The
space has panoramic views of the city and

HARTSFIELD
can be rented for both social and corporate events.
“It was really a great opportunity
when the market was down,” he said.
“The Tower Center comes with a lot of
rich history.”
The space was once occupied by the
private Summit Club, an exclusive Memphis dining club that closed in June 2010.
Hartsfield says the space has been very
popular for weddings.

“Our social events have increased
their overall budgets,” he said. “Weddings
almost seem recession-proof. … We’ve
seen a return to larger wedding receptions.”
Hartsfield declined to give specific
figures, but he estimates revenue has
increased about 10 percent annually the
past three years for both Wade and Co.
Catering and his Tower Center Memphis
businesses.
Both companies employ seven fulltime salaried employees, more than 50
part-time employees and rely on a call list
of about 125 on-call workers.
As the economy again shows signs of
life, Hartsfield says he’s also seen increased demand from corporate clients.
“If you look around and see the
number of catering companies that are
opening, they are a good indication of the
need in the community and the need to
sustain demand,” he said. “We’ve really
seen growth in this industry.”
Although Hartsfield loves cooking,
when he’s not overseeing an event, he
prefers to relax by letting someone else do
the cooking.
“We have so many good restaurants
in Memphis,” he said. “I really like eating
out.”
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Bearing Down

sarah baker | The Memphis News

Full-service branding agency Loaded for Bear joins local landscape

T

he old adage “loaded for bear” is
fitting for a new full-service branding agency that’s emerged on the
Memphis advertising landscape.
“We came up with Loaded for Bear
after stepping back and looking at the
Memphis creative landscape and what
our goals were, which are to prove that
great creative can happen in a ‘creative
wilderness’ sauch as Memphis, but
also to help our clients be prepared for
anything,” said managing director Joel
Halpern.
“That is where the term came from, an
old hiker’s saying that means going off in
the prepared for the worst case scenario,
or a bear.”
Founded in August and working out of

its 2259 Young Ave. office since December,
Loaded For Bear is comprised of Halpern,
co-creative directors Michael Carpenter
and Julian Timberlake, and senior art
director Taylor Lackie.
The advertising, design, online, social
media and PR firm recently added Brent
Booth as interactive director to solidify
their capabilities.
“Our whole mantra is, ‘building
brands, blowing minds,’” Halpern said.
“We like to work with clients at a full-service nature, helping them in a 360-degree
approach where the advertising connects
to the brand message, which connects
to the brand look and feel. All of those
pieces working together to create a real
cohesive package.”

Loaded for Bear is some 10 years in
the making. Halpern, Timberlake and
Lackie’s friendship stems from their White
Station High School days.
And a few years ago, Halpern hired
Carpenter of Switch Creative to create
ABC 24’s brand and stayed in touch.
“He did such an awesome job. …
When Julian and I started tossing around
the idea in April of last year of doing this,
he was our number one choice,” Halpern
said.
Halpern moved back to Memphis
from New York in 2009 and noticed a gap
in the creative scene in Memphis.
He said the now-called Loaded for
Bear started out of an apartment while
Timberlake was living in Germany during

R EA L ES TAT E & D EVE L O PME N T

Permits Stagnate, Sales Decrease
sarah baker | The Memphis News

N

ew home permits were flat in
February compared to the same
month last year.
Shelby County homebuilders filed
70 permits in February averaging 3,142
square feet and $222,975, according to real
estate information company Chandler
Reports, www.chandlerreports.com. That
compared to 72 permits filed in February 2012, averaging 3,520 square feet and
$294,109.
While relatively flat on permits filed,
builders sold 39 new homes in February
averaging $284,664 and totaling $11.1 million. That compares to February 2012’s 43
sales that averaged $225,966 and totaled
$9.7 million.

AUCTION

Charles Morgan of Vintage Homes
joked that the permits-to-sales ratio was
“going in the wrong direction.” While
most of the builders in town are building speculative or showcase homes, 95
percent of Vintage Homes’ sales in 2012
were presales.
“If (the speculative builders) don’t sell,
they quit building them,” Morgan said. “It’s
an indication that homes they’ve started
that weren’t sold haven’t sold as well as
maybe the builders have anticipated they
would.”
Last month’s builder sales total marks
a steeper decline from February 2011’s 53
sales that averaged $203,281 and totaled
$10.8 million. But Don Glays, executive
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director of the Memphis Area Home
Builders Association, said “2011 was a
different year.”
“Builders were still trying to work
their way out of a lot of inventory,” Glays
said. “Going from 43 (in 2012) to 39 (in
2013) is not a dramatic drop.”
Glays said the association is still
optimistic that its members will perform
between 12 and 15 percent more collectively year over year by the end of
2013. Albeit he added that a lot of that is
going to depend on what happens with
the new banking regulations from the
Dodd-Frank bill and how that plays out
when banks are dealing with customers.
“We still don’t have rules on qualified
mortgages, down payments, all of that
kind of stuff,” he said. “I still believe that
there’s some fence-sitting going on.”
Regency Homebuilders LLC filed the
most permits in February, with 15 averaging 3,254 square feet and $240,484.
Grant Homes was also active last month,
with 11 permits averaging 2,988 square
feet and $196,891.
Arlington’s 38002 ZIP code saw the
most homebuilding activity, with 25
permits averaging 3,545 square feet and
$238,156. It was followed by Collierville’s
38017, with 13 permits averaging 3,239
square feet and $279,769.
Subdivisions with homebuilding
movement included Brunswick Farms
in 38002 (5 permits; averaging 3,471
square feet and $260,222), and Schilling
Farms in 38017 (5; 3,052; $275,000).
Chandler Reports is a division of The
Daily News Publishing Co. Inc.

his stint as senior copywriter for Scholz
& Friends.
“He was telecommuting from
Germany in off hours and we were all
working out of living rooms and dens at
nighttime,” Halpern said. “It took some
time to really develop our story.”
Combining Halpern’s production and
marketing talent with Timberlake’s copywriting experience, as well as Lackie’s
time with agencies like BBDO Atlanta
and Cramer-Krasselt in Chicago, Halpern
said the group had an opportunity to
start “a national agency operating out of
Memphis.”
Loaded for Bear brings together their
respective know-how on accounts such
as Porsche, Coca-Cola, Corona beer,
AirTran Airways, Hyatt Hotels, Samsung,
Seattle’s Best Coffee and Georgia Lottery.
“Our belief is we don’t necessarily
consider ourselves one of the Memphis
agencies,” Halpern said.
“The standards in which we hold
ourselves to are on a national and international level and some of the great stuff
that’s happening really all over.”
Loaded for Bear has already accomplished work like the MEMFIX Crosstown campaign for the Mayor’s Innovation Delivery Team.
Similar to “A New Face for an Old
Broad” organized on Broad Avenue
in 2010, MEMFIX: Cleveland Street in
November featured temporary street
improvements like bike lanes and crosswalks, pop-up retail and food trucks, live
music, a movie screening, art installations and tours of the Sears Crosstown
building.
Only being an agency for a few
months, Loaded for Bear was encouraged by Advertising Federation Memphis
to enter its MEMFIX work for interactive
campaign at the recent American ADDY
Awards ceremony. The agency took
home both a People’s Choice Award and
a silver ADDY.
“We weren’t even planning on entering anything and we got a call from the
AdFed president and decided to go for
it,” Halpern said. “It was an amazing
project to be a part of.”
Loaded for Bear has plans to help
with MEMFIX initiatives in Soulsville and
Binghampton.
Additionally, the branding firm is
currently in the development phase of
an interactive website for the MEXFIX,
MEMSHOP and MEMMOBILE initiatives.
Other clients of Loaded for Bear
include Hollywood Feed Pet Stores,
American Queen Steamboat Co. and
Optimus Parts.
Halpern said the firm is currently
talking with five to seven other potential
entities to add to its roster.
“Our plans are big,” Halpern said.
“We are sort of unapologetically confident in our abilities. We feel that Memphis is primed for really great work.”
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Masson Joins Caissa Public Strategy
kate simone | The Memphis News

Rick Masson has joined Caissa Public Strategy as senior director. Masson, former chief administrative office for the city of Memphis, was also
recently named special master to oversee the city-county schools merger.
Education and work experience:
Master of Science in accounting and
Bachelor of Arts in economics, the
University of Memphis. First executive director of the Shelby Farms Park
Conservancy; executive director of the
Plough Foundation; and chief administrative officer and finance director of
the City of Memphis.

What attracted you to Caissa Public Strategy? The people at Caissa
Public Strategy are young, energetic
and smart, all the things I want to be.

Favorite quote: “Lead, follow, or get
out of the way.”

What do you consider your greatest
accomplishment? Professionally, I
am very proud of my career at the city
of Memphis government, particularly
in helping the city bring the Memphis
Grizzlies from Vancouver to Memphis.

What are your goals in your new
position? I want to help Caissa Public
Strategy become the premier strategic consulting firm in the Delta.

MASSON

Favorite movie: “The Natural”
The sports team(s) you root for:
Grizzlies and Tigers
What talent do you wish you had? I
wish I could throw a 100-mile-an-hour
fast ball.
Who has had the greatest influence
on you? My mom had the greatest influence on me.

What do you most enjoy about your
work? What I most enjoy about my
work are the interesting people I meet
and the not so interesting, as well.
If you could give one piece of advice to young people, what would
it be? Don’t listen to me, follow your
dream and do it your own way.

Dr. Joseph E. Holley has been
named a Tennessee Medical Association Quarterly Public Health
Champion for 2013. Holley is an
emergency medicine specialist
with Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Collierville; medical director
for all 911 emergency medical
services in Memphis and Shelby
County; and EMS medical director for the state of Tennessee.
Dr. Moon Fenton and Dr.
Ronald D. Lawson have joined
Crittenden Regional Hospital as
medical oncology and hematology specialists. Fenton serves
on the National Comprehension
Pain Network Panel for colorectal
cancer. Lawson worked at The
West Clinic for seven years.
Norman Bennett has joined
Agape Child & Family Services as
director of finance and accounting.
Judi Pruitt has joined Agape
Child & Family Services as
marketing and communications
coordinator. Pruitt previously
served as director of marketing
for Children’s Physicians Medical
Group.
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Dr. Loverd M. Peacock has
joined the The West Clinic West
Memphis office. Peacock has
more than 40 years of medical
experience, including 35 years in
radiation oncology.
Jason Davies has joined Gold
Strike Casino Resort as director
of housekeeping. Davies has 17
years of hospitality experience.
New Memphis Institute has
named Darrell Cobbins its 2013
chairman of the board. Cobbins
is president and principal broker
of Universal Commercial Real
Estate LLC. New board members include Guarav Agarwal,
president, orthopedic reconstruction, Smith & Nephew; and
Mark Fogelman, president and
chief operating officer, Fogelman
Management Group.

Cracking The
Facebook Code
Many small businesses devote
significant time and resources to social media
presence. Utilizing social media platforms to
connect with your market is no longer “savvy.”
It's expected by today's consumer. Used effectively, social media is a dream come true
for marketers. Brands
can increase their
messaging frequency
while leveraging their
audience to share
content virally among
their own connections,
creating possibilities
unheard of by traditional media channels.
SILVIA
With ever-increasBRASHER
guerrilla sales
ing opportunities to
and marketing
plug into their target
consumer base, business owners are often left
wondering whether they're making the most
of their investment, and according to Boot
Camp Digital, 72 percent of businesses that
use social media don't know how to evaluate it
effectively. Measuring success in social media
can be hazy, as there's no neat formula for
calculating a financial return.
While challenging, analyzing the effectiveness of your social media efforts can be
accomplished by utilizing a variety of measurement techniques. To start, drive traffic to your
website via your social media channels. Use
Google Analytics to evaluate your referral traffic: which social media platform is driving the
majority of your website viewers? Monitor the
time of day and subject matter of your most
popular content to determine what works best.
Offer a deal available exclusively through
Twitter or Facebook, and use a unique promotion code given only through social media
for tracking. Or consider posting a link to a
particular landing page and monitor traffic to
that page. Monitor your engagement to ensure
that you have the attention of your audience
and adapt accordingly.
Do not focus exclusively on the number of
your fans and followers, as it's what happens
after you gain a fan through social media that
counts. Your followers aren't interested in your
advertising as such – they're predominantly
interested in the value you can offer. Use the
advantage of real-time commentary on your
content to tailor your message to your audience – and watch your engagement grow. A
Facebook “share” is more valuable than a “like”
– your fan just became a real-life advertiser for
you, and their network will be more likely to assume your credibility and “like” you as well.
When scrutinizing your social media across
multiple channels, consider HootSuite, a onestop assessment tool (basic features are free),
which allows you to view all of your platforms,
schedule and publish content and monitor any
and all engagement with your brand. In this
tool, set up feeds and monitor everything from
direct messages to brand mentions to mentions of key words of your own choosing.
Remember that social media is more
than a free advertising channel. When utilized
efficiently, it will work for you in enhancing
customer service and growing your brand
presence. As social media continues to provide
opportunity, hone your strategy to ensure
value to your business.
Silvia Brasher is a copywriter and social
media strategist with RedRover Sales & Marketing, www.redrovercompany.com.
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Magevney House May Reopen in Spring
Bill Dries | The Memphis News

H

igh-rise office buildings surround
it on two sides and even the
multistoried rectory at St. Peter
Catholic Church offers a downward view
of the Magevney House on Adams Avenue,
east of Third Street.
But to the east are some reminders of
what the surrounding neighborhood must
have been like when the circa-1830s home
was bought by Eugene Magevney, who had
rented a room there.
Magevney was a schoolteacher when
he came to Memphis via Lebanon County,
Pa., from County Fermanagh, Ireland.

Farther east of Danny Thomas Boulevard is a hopeful sign for the future of
what remains a museum run by the city
of Memphis. The Magevney House was
closed to visitors in March 2005 because
of city budget cutbacks and has remained
closed since then despite some talk five
years ago of reopening it.
But just last year, the city reopened the
Mallory Neely House in nearby Victorian
Village for tours. And Ronda Cloud of the
Memphis Pink Palace Family of Museums
said the Magevney House could be next.
“We are working on a historic structures report for the Magevney House,”
Cloud said. “And we are hoping to reopen
it in April or May.”
The closing in 2005 and the still very

»

happenings
Rhodes College will host Mia Farrow and son Ronan Farrow,
presenting “Cinema, Politics and Mobilizing Change in Our
Community” Tuesday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m. in the McCallum
Ballroom of the Bryan Campus Life Center on campus, 2000
North Parkway. Email locap@rhodes.edu.

» Community
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host Local Author Day, featuring four authors discussing how they got started and their future plans,
Saturday, March 16, at 2 p.m. at the bookstore,
387 Perkins Road Extended. Visit thebooksellersatlaurelwood.com.
UT Medical Group Inc. will host a head- and
neck-cancer support group meeting Tuesday,
March 19, from 11 a.m. to noon in UTMG’s
Germantown office, 7945 Wolf River Blvd. Attendees may bring a brown-bag lunch; drinks
are provided. Call 866-8570.
National Association of Women Business
Owners Memphis chapter will meet Tuesday, March 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
at Chickasaw Country Club, 3935 Galloway
Ave. The topic is “The Little Known Secrets of
Lenders: How to Access Capital to Grow Your
Business.” Cost is $25 for NAWBO members,
$30 for nonmembers and $35 at the door. Visit
nawbomemphis.org.
Memphis Rotary Club will meet Tuesday,
March 19, at noon at the University Club of
Memphis, 1346 Central Ave. Andy Cates, president of RVC Outdoor Destinations, will speak.
Cost is $18. R.S.V.P. to Taylor Hughes at taylor@
memphisrotary.org.
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Memphis
will kick off its Women Build 2013 event with
a reception Tuesday, March 19, at 5:30 p.m. at
the Memphis Habitat office, 7136 Winchester
Road. The Women Build event will be held May
11 in Uptown. Email Mary Clair Borys at mcborys@memphishabitat.com.
Sales and Marketing Society of the MidSouth will meet Wednesday, March 20, from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Racquet Club of
Memphis, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. Michael Synk,
business strategy coach and owner of In-Synk,
will present “Now That You Have a Strategy,
What are You Doing About Sales and Marketing.” Cost in advance is free for members and
$25 for nonmembers; cost at the door is $30.
Visit sms-midsouth.org.
The Rotary Club of Memphis East will meet
Wednesday, March 20, at noon at The Racquet
Club of Memphis, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. Mem-

phis Mayor AC Wharton will speak. Cost is $17.
R.S.V.P. to Lee Hughes at lmhughes@bellsouth.
net.
Kiwanis Club of Memphis will meet Wednesday, March 20, from noon to 1 p.m. at The
University Club of Memphis, 1346 Central Ave.
Dr. Reginald Coopwood, CEO of The Regional
Medical Center at Memphis, will speak. Cost is
$18 for nonmembers.

» the arts
Playhouse on the Square will present “Angels
in America Part One: Millennium Approaches
and Part Two: Perestroika” Friday, March 15,
through March 31 at Playhouse, 66 S. Cooper
St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org for times
and tickets.
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host
Jeanne Simmons, Beverly Vance and Howard
Vance as part of its Winter Bistro Music Series
Saturday, March 16, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the
bookstore, 387 Perkins Road Extended. Visit
thebooksellersatlaurelwood.com.
Rhodes College and the Stax Museum of
American Soul Music will present the Charles
Lloyd Sky Trio Monday, March 18, in the McCallum Ballroom of the Bryan Campus Life Center
on campus, 2000 North Parkway. The concert
celebrates Lloyd’s 75th birthday and the museum’s 10th anniversary. Visit rhodes.edu.
Theatre Memphis will present “A Chorus Line”
through March 30 on the theater’s Lohrey
Stage, 630 Perkins Road Extended. Buy tickets
at theatrememphis.org.
The Circuit Playhouse presents “Debbie
Does Dallas” through March 24 at Circuit, 51 S.
Cooper St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org for
times and tickets.
Eclectic Eye presents Lindsey Penn’s “technicolor lunacy” at its Midtown boutique, 282 S.
Cooper St., through April 17. Visit eclectic-eye.
com.
The Orpheum Theatre will announce the
2013-2014 Harrah’s Broadway Season Friday,
March 22, at 6 p.m. at the theater, 203 S. Main
St. Doors open at 5 p.m. Visit orpheum-memphis.com.

tentative and general reopening plans are
close on the calendar to St. Patrick’s Day.
It’s been years since the breastplate of
St. Patrick, a tradition of the annual observance, was read in the house’s garden.
The short-lived annual observance of the
Catholic feast day was meant to counter
the more raucous Midtown pub crawl that
was much more expansive in its definition of Irish identity. The pub crawl too
is gone. The 2005 closing date and the
latest reopening date are also close to the
city budget season in which decisions
are made about whether city finances
allow for items like the reopening of tiny
two-story houses from the first quarter
century of the city’s existence.
The structure report under way takes
a look at the physical structure and condition of the house and the surrounding
structures on the property. That includes
a brick building by the back wall of the
garden and an arbor from the back of the
house along the west brick wall.
The garden in back of the house – as it
was during Magevney’s life – is a kitchen
garden with brick walkways still separating the different areas of the garden.
As recently as two years ago, the garden included beehives that were moved
for maintenance work on the garden by
the city. Just about everything that can be
seen from the property came long after
the house unless one catches a glimpse

of the tops of some of the grander homes
in Victorian Village like the Mallory Neely
House.
The city’s first Catholic wedding, Mass
and baptism took place in the Magevney
House before the neighboring St. Peter
Church was built. And Magevney lived
there until he died in one of the yellow
fever epidemics, just before the worst of
the outbreaks in 1878.
What remained after he died was the
legend of a schoolteacher that the modest home lends itself too. Some histories
and accounts of the city’s early years
even claim Magevney was the city’s first
schoolteacher, much to the chagrin of
local historians like the late Paul Coppock.
When he came to Memphis in 1833
Magevney taught in an earlier teacher’s
one-time schoolhouse in what is still
Court Square. He taught for eight years
and by then had amassed some real estate
holdings, which grew into his business
and then a family business.
Coppock wrote in his 1976 book
“Memphis Sketches” that the land came
without any plans at first to get into real
estate.
“Against his wishes, Magevney soon
became a real estate man,” he wrote.
“Cash was scarce and some of the fathers
could pay the tuition fees only by deeding to the schoolmaster some abundant
cheap land.”
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Week of 3/4/13 - 3/10/13
crosswords

The Weekly
Crossword
The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Robin Cook
classic
5 Winter wear
10 Scissors sound
14 Declare
15 Snorkeler's sight
16 Commotion
17 Growing
business?
18 Protective mask
20 Optional course
22 Cantina wrap
23 Compassionate
25 Arachnoid work
26 Asparagus unit
29 Gyro ingredient
31 French Riviera
city
34 Burdensome
36 Told a whopper
38 Trail the pack
39 Kazoo's cousin
41 Type of paper
43 Relax, slangily
44 Breathe hard
46 Picturesque
cavern
47 Thus
49 Calendar row
51 Check the fit of
52 Die down
54 Order taker
56 Cashless trade
59 Type of error
63 Induct into office
65 Rotunda feature
66 Development
sites
67 Compare (to)
68 Bad sign
69 Dummy's perch
70 Nail-file material
71 Pull apart
DOWN
1 Sidewalk eatery
2 Face shape
3 No more than
4 Kind of
quarterback

1

2

3

by Margie E. Burke

4

5
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5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
19
21
24
26
27
28
30
32
33
35
37
40
42

Theater curtain 45 Scone relative
58 Occupy the
Contemporary
48 Slow to learn
throne
Weapons cache 50 Off-____ (awry) 60 Command to
Jay-Z's genre
53 Panhandle
Fido
Move like a
55 Pint-sized
61 Cry from the
butterfly
56 Swindle
pews
Pollen producer 57 Soon, poetically 62 Extend credit
Distinction
64 Crater edge
Star with a
following
Sweat spot
Answer to Last Week's Crossword
Like sushi
Root vegetable
E D D Y
O P T I C
N O T
L U R E
Give off
C A R G O
E V E
Potbelly, for one S M A T T E R I N G
C E N
A L I B I
T E R S
AMC model from E B B
C L O S E T
A S T E
the 70's
S T E A L T H
I R I S
Blow out of
H O L L Y
H O O L I G A
proportion
O P A L
G I A N T
T U N
Arctic floater
P E N I T E N T
P A S T
Part of a long
G E L D
L E A T H E
poem
C O P R A
I C E A G E
Encourage
R U- R3/10/13
A L
C A S T E
B U
Nibble
Week of 3/4/13
A T O P
M A N S E R V A N
Perch-like fish
M E S H
O T T E R
I N T
From the top
P R E Y
P E O N Y
M E O
Hallway

E
N
T
E
R
N
E
A
R
S
T
O
W

2013

SEMINAR
SERIES
Mark your calendar for a series of informational
business seminars hosted by The Daily News
and The Memphis News.

FEBRUARY 28
WOMEN & BUSINESS

Sudoku

APRIL 4
Edited by Margie E. Burke
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JUNE 6

HOW
TO SOLVE:

HOW TO PLAY

Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the numbers 1

to 9; and each set of 3 by 3

boxes must contain the

numbers 1 to 9.


MONEY & MARKETS: STATE OF THE
ECONOMY

Answer to Last Week's Sudoku
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public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated June 17, 2010, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded June 28, 2010, at Book T1884,
Page 851 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Sylvia Coleman, conveying
certain property therein described to
Craig E. Newby as Trustee for JPMorgan
Chase Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on March 28, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 24, Section 5, Olin Cash Sub‑
division as shown on plat of record
in Plat Book 2, Page 100, in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 536 Desha Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture fil-

ing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: Sylvia Coleman
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑231983
DATED February 21, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Mar. 1, 8, 15, 2013
Fin11467
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated March 26, 2007, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 8, 2007, at Book T1798,
Page 368 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Ronald Reed, conveying
certain property therein described to
John C. Clark as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for First State Bank, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on March 28, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number Twenty‑three (23)

in Section I of Northpointe Subdivi‑
sion, a plat of which appears of re‑
cord in Plat Book 6, Page 61 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee
ALSO KNOWN AS: 26 Northpointe
Drive, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable; any
statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any
prior liens or encumbrances as well as
any priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Ronald Reed; Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee
for WMC Mortgage Corp; WMC Mort‑
gage Corp; First State Bank; Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc
as nominee for First State Bank
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931‑230151
DATED February 25, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Mar. 1, 8, 15, 2013
Fin11468
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated October 12, 2007, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded October 16, 2007, at Book
T1814, Page 867 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Maurice L. Brooks and
Lakesha S. Brooks, conveying certain
property therein described to Sheila
Boykin Stevenson as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems,

Inc., as nominee for Franklin American
Mortgage Company, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on April 4, 2013 on or about
11:00 A.M., at the Madison County
Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
CASH, free from the statutory right of
redemption, homestead, dower, and all
other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number Six Hundred Two
(602), Section VI, Briar Hill Subdivi‑
sion, a plat of which appears of record
in Plat Book 10 at Page 37 in the
Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 6 Hayworth Cove,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305‑9393
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as
well as any priority created by a fixture
filing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: Maurice L. Brooks; Lakesha
S. Brooks
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑232459
DATED March 6, 2013

WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Mar. 8, 15, 22, 2013
Fin11471
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 19, 1994, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 24, 1994, at Book 967,
Page 482, and modified on March 27,
2009, at Book T1854, Page 542, in
Office of the Register of Deeds for
Madison County, Tennessee, executed
by James E. Bridgeman and Gloria J.
Bridgeman, conveying certain property
therein described to Thomas F. Baker, IV,
Shelby County, TN, as Trustee for First
Tennessee Bank National Association;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on April 11, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Ten‑
nessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR CASH, free from the statutory right of redemption, homestead,
dower, and all other exemptions which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a point in the south
margin of Paddock Place, said point
being the Northwest corner of Lot
No. 56 in Section III of Steeplechase
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 5, Page 239,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; and runs thence
South 42 degrees 53 minutes 26
seconds East, with the West line of
Lot No. 56, 153.18 feet to a point;
thence South 37 degrees 03 minutes
10 seconds West 68.98 feet to a
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point; thence North 89 degrees 25
minutes 04 seconds West 99.92
feet to the Southeast corner of Lot
No. 54; thence North 10 degrees 30
minutes 43 seconds West, with the
East line of Lot No. 54, 137.25 feet
to a point in the South margin of Pad‑
dock Place; thence in a Northeasterly
direction with a curve to the left hav‑
ing a radius of 125 feet, 70.64 feet
to the point of beginning. Being Lot
No. 55 in Section III of Steeplechase
Subdivision.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 133 Paddock
Place, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: James E. Bridgeman; Gloria J.
Bridgeman; B&H; First Bank; Discover
Bank; LVNV Funding, LLC assignee of
Citi‑Sears; Mary Ann B. Roper; Profes‑
sional Financial Services
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
817‑153179
DATED March 12, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Mar. 15, 22, 29, 2013
Fin11473
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 22, 2004, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the

same, recorded October 28, 2004, at
Book T1623, Page 774, in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Billy M. Higgs
and Mary A. Pinkston, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold M.
Weiss, Esq., 208 Adams Avenue, Memphis, TN 38103, as Trustee for Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on April 11, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the North
margin of Northern Cove (20 feet
from centerline at right angles) at
the Southwest corner of Lot 120,
Section 25 of the Northside Acres
Subdivision; thence with the North
margin of Northern Cove South 80
degrees 54 minutes 36 seconds West
a distance of 85.00 feet to a point
at the beginning of a curve; thence
following said curve (radius of 15
feet) to the right in a Northwesterly
direction a distance of 23.81 feet to
a point on the East margin of Charles‑
meade Drive (25 feet from centerline
at right angles); thence with the
East margin of Charlesmeade Drive
North 9 degrees 29 minutes West a
distance of 99.56 feet to an iron pin
in the South line of a 200 feet T.V.A.
easement; thence with the South line
of the 200 feet T.V.A. easement North
79 degrees 30 minutes 12 seconds
East a distance of 100.00 feet to
an iron pin at the Northwest corner
of Lot 120; thence with the West
line of Lot 120 South 9 degrees 24
minutes 24 seconds East a distance

of 117.07 feet to the point of begin‑
ning. Being Lot 121, Section 25 of the
Northside Acres Subdivision, platted
as aforesaid.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 7‑9 Northern Cove,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305‑3307
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing;
and to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property: Billy M. Higgs; Mary A. Pinkston;
Union Planters Bank, NA
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑229674
DATED March 8, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Mar. 15, 22, 29, 2013
Fin11474
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 15, 2000, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 25, 2000, at Book T1242,
Page 820, in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Lucy Nell Savage a/k/a
Lucy Nell Hampton, conveying certain
property therein described to Randall
Ray as Trustee for NBR Mortgage; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has

been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on April 11, 2013 on or
about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a point that stands 30
feet east of the center of MacHart
Road, the same being the Southwest
corner of the real estate this day
conveyed unto Jerry Wayne Hampton;
thence along the south boundary line
of the property heretofore conveyed
to Jerry Wayne Hampton North 83
degrees and 50 minutes East ap‑
proximately 300 feet to a point, the
same being the Southeast corner
of the property conveyed to Jerry
Wayne Hampton; thence along the
South boundary line of the same 23
degrees 18 minutes east 79 feet to
a point; thence south 61 degrees 42
minutes West approximately 300 feet
to the east margin of MacHart Road;
thence north along the east margin
of MacHart Road 102 feet to a point
of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 672 Mac Hart
Road, Denmark, Tennessee 38391
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
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any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: Lucy Nell Savage a/k/a Lucy
Nell Hampton; Mid South Builders; B&H
Investments; Jackson Tennessee Hos‑
pital Company; B & H Investments
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
702‑203178
DATED March 7, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Mar. 15, 22, 29, 2013
Fin11475
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Entrepreneurial Spirit
Thriving in Memphis

I

n recent years, there has been
a civic pushback against the
relentless downing of Memphis
that over a long period of time
came to dominate any attempt
to have a purposeful discussion
about the city’s future.
The pushback is more than an
equally relentless sunshine-and-rainbows view of the city. It is the laying
of an entrepreneurial foundation that
seeks to connect Memphis to venture
and risk capital “angels” in Memphis
and other places, in particular the West
Coast.
The LaunchYourCity organization
is a realistic acknowledgement that the
entrepreneurial blossoming of Memphis
won’t happen in a backyard garden of
ideas and a finite market of available
financing within that same backyard.
“We’re always looking at the amount
of resources necessary to build an entrepreneurial ecosystem,” LaunchYourCity
co-president Eric Mathews said in this
week’s cover story. “Our local community is not the sole source and can’t be
the sole source for that.”
It is a simple statement that says a
lot about the new realities and possibilities in building innovation and also
building capital.
For too long, we have pursued solutions and ways forward out of the city’s
historically high levels of poverty exclusively on the premise that someone with
fabulous wealth will drop a lot of money
into some project that will provide us
with full employment in perpetuity, and
then all of our problems will be over.

When that someone with fabulous
wealth who makes a major investment
here turns out to live someplace else,
our hopes drift toward setting a date
when they will move here because then
our prosperity will be truly secure.
We do need to create the ability for
more Memphians to build wealth as a
key component of long-term prosperity for our city. But building that wealth
is more complex than, to put it bluntly,
getting more rich people to move to
Memphis and waiting for them to begin
shedding dollars.
We have to up our confidence
level to realize there are business ideas
that can attract venture capital from a
marketplace that today isn’t about a specific location or even a region in many
cases. It’s about a business plan and
the willingness to take risks, and even
a hefty burn rate in the case of biosciences, for a breakthrough. These are the
kinds of risks that financial institutions
in our own backyard often can’t make
because that is the nature of institutions
with geographic foundations. They are
conservative and they should be.
Accelerators like the Memphis Bioworks Foundation and LaunchYourCity
effort being planned in biotechnology
logistics recognize the risk in the name
of innovation. It’s a risk that venture
capital firms can take because of the
city’s existing and growing logistics
infrastructure as well as ongoing bioscience pursuits. They are nimble enough
and they are geared for the risk.
What they need is to know more
about who we are and what we do.

Your Legacy Statement
Even though a legacy statement
Last week we highlighted the
may seem like something that should
Dorothy Day House of Hospitality,
wait until retirement, there is no better
which is focused on keeping homeless
time than now to start thinking about
families together by providing free,
the legacy you want to leave behind. In
temporary housing and the means to
defining your legacy statement now,
re-establish their independence. This
you are affording yourself the opportuweek, following the recent loss of two
nity to take control, create it, and live it
of my family members, let us explore
out, versus having to glance
the importance of a legacy
back later in life, perhaps
statement.
with regrets. A past LipA legacy statement,
scomb Pitts Breakfast Club
which is somewhat of
guest speaker, Wes Moore,
an ancient tradition, is a
said it best: “When it’s time
personal message that
for you to leave, make sure
captures the significance
that it mattered you were
of one’s life. Legacy stateJeremy Park even here.” The more you
ments can be a lasting
giving back can define now, such as your
imprint from a corporate
priorities and goals, the more
leader or a heartfelt note
“it mattered” will take care of itself.
from parent to child, but the idea is to
Recently, I lost two uncles to differshare stories that defined and shaped
ent types of cancer. Both were rocks in
the principles and beliefs by which you
our family and will be forever missed.
lived your life or ran your business. It
While I will always have amazing memis not about archiving achievements,
ories, I wish each of them would have
but describing moments that revealed
crafted a legacy statement for us to
character and what you deemed most
cherish and share with future generaimportant.
tions of our family. It would have been a
There are numerous tips online for
great gift to know what they prized and
crafting a legacy statement. First, sit
held in high regard. The older I get, the
down and reflect upon your life, thinkmore I appreciate learning from others,
ing about your belief system and what
which teaches us more about ourmorals you might pass along. Introselves. So, although we might not have
duce yourself and paint a picture of
control of our “time to leave,” we can
your life for those who might not have
definitely make the most of each day
ever known or met you, while crafting
and work to leave a lasting impression
your message to a specific audience,
through our legacy statement.
like family or employees. Be honest
and provide your wisdom and advice,
Jeremy Park, director of the Lipscomb
so that people can learn from your
Pitts Breakfast Club, can be reached at
successes and failures. Lastly, use the
jeremyp@lpinsurance.com and followed
legacy statement as a chance to share
on Twitter (@lpbreakfastclub) and Faceyour love and let others know how
book (facebook.com/lpbreakfastclub).
much you cared for them.

Shared Bites With a Memphian Just Like Me
OF KATZ AND RATS, DADS AND
donuts.
Howard and I were having breakfast.
It was supposed to be about business.
Turns out it was about monkeys and
parakeets and donuts and dawns and
day-olds, about his Memphis and mine,
about ours. Something one of us said
reminded us of Katz Drug Store and we
were off, transported to that exotic world
beneath the huge turning cat head, a
drug store bigger than any other, barely
big enough to hold all the little boy fascination crammed into its two stories.
They sold monkeys.
“Oh, hell yes I remember Katz,”
Howard said. “I bought my school supplies and went to the pet department. I
was poking at the monkey through the
cage with a little six-inch ruler when he
grabbed it, broke it to pieces, and then
threw them at me. Stuck his tongue out,
too.”

MEMPHASIS

dan conaway

They sold parakeets.
Ours was named Samson. I spent
hours by his cage in the living room saying one word over and over because I’d
heard you could make a parakeet talk.
Samson remained mum so I gave up.
One day as I was playing in my room, the
front door opened and my grandmother
and a friend of hers came in. I heard
Samson greet them. “S--t,” he said, “s--t,
s--t, s--t.”
“Oh, s--t,” I said to myself.
Across Lamar from Katz was just
about the sweetest place I knew. My father would wake me up sometimes just

before sunrise and the two of us would
go to Thornton’s Donuts, arriving just as
they came out of the oven, melting in our
mouths as the sun melted the darkness.
Dad and me and hot donuts.
Sweet.
Like me, Howard went to Katz, and
to Thornton’s, too, with his dad. Like me,
he’d sometimes go to Thornton’s with
some buddies after swimming at the
public pool. Stretching nickels buying
cheaper “cripples,” the insensitively
named broken donuts, and “day-olds.”
Marveling at the size of the fat rats out
back, big as possums by virtue of living
between a donut shop and a huge grain
elevator.
But Howard and I were not alike.
Even though we were in those same
places at the same time, we were not
the same. My public pool was in the
Fairgrounds; Howard’s was in Orange
Mound. At Katz, he’d have his water

fountain and I’d have mine.
But that funky triangle bounded
by Park, Lamar and Airways would be
the first shopping center where things
would start to change, where black and
white Memphis would mix and mingle,
where Memphis would start to look like
Memphis.
Even these many years later, there
are many who would still deny that
view, refusing to see that we share each
other’s destiny, but on this morning two
old friends shared common memories in
a way that wouldn’t have been possible
when those memories were made.
I’m a Memphian, and the other day I
had breakfast with another one just like
me.
Dan Conaway is a lifelong Memphian, longtime adman and aspiring
local character in a city known for them.
Reach him at dan@wakesomebodyup.
com.
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SEMINAR
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REFORM
2013 HEALTH
HEALTH CARE REFORM
Thursday, April 4th

@ 3:30 PM, Brooks Museum Of Art Auditorium
1934 Poplar Ave • Memphis, TN 38104

ONLINE REGISTRATION ENDS APRIL 1ST
PANELIST

GEOFFREY LINDLEY
Attorney
Rainey, Kizer, Reviere
& Bell, P.L.C.

PANELIST

TIMOTHY J. FINNELL
CLU, CHFC
President
Group Benefits LLC

PANELIST

ZACH CHANDLER

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Vice President
Metro Market Leader
at Baptist Memorial
Health Care Corporation

SUSAN COOPER

Chief Integration Officer and SVP of
Ambulatory Services, The Med

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) will
impact virtually every portion of the
health care system. The Daily News
Health Care Reform seminar will
address local concerns about health
care reform and how it will affect
both the private and public sector.

NETWORKING RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

PANELIST

BILL HANNAH
Principal
DHG Healthcare

$25 to register at
http://seminars.memphisdailynews.com
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