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Crosstown Arts is
moving forward with
its ambitious plans
for rejuvenating the
Crosstown area by
opening an exhibition
space on Cleveland.
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stephenson to keynote seminar:
Independent Bank CEO and co-founder Susan Stephenson headlines The Daily
News’ “Women & Business Seminar” on Feb. 28. Page 28

Smith &
Nephew cut
nearly 100 jobs
at its Memphis
and Andover,
Mass., locations
in a cost-saving
move for the
medical device
company.

Filling
theVoids
Stakeholders look to
redevelop handful of city’s
numerous empty eyesores
Page 18

Main Street Apartment
Partners LLC purchased
the Chisca Hotel in October and plans to start
structural and environmental remediation and
selective demolition in
April, said partner Terry
Lynch. The company
plans to turn the property into apartments.
Photo: Lance Murphey

16 Sports
The Ravens’ Morgan Cox is No. 46 in your program but No. 1 in the hearts of ECS
students, faculty and alumni, who will see this graduate long snap in the Super Bowl.
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Memphis Raceway Owners
Buy Hot Rod Association
The ownership group of Memphis
International Raceway has acquired the
International Hot Rod Association from Feld
Motor Sports.
The ownership group, under the corporation IHRA Entertainment LLC, takes
over management immediately of what will
become IHRA Motorsports.
The hot rod association is 43 years old.
It sanctions more than 100 drag racing venues in North America with 12,000 racers as
members.
The ownership group includes managing
partners Michael Dezer of Dezer Properties,
Joseph Lubeck of Landmark Apartment Trust
of America Inc., Edward Kobel of DeBartolo
Development, and Jason Rittenberry, president and CEO of IHRA Entertainment.
The partners bought the Memphis
Motorsports Park from Dover Motorsports
Inc. in 2011 and added it to a portfolio that
included the old Moroso Motorsports Park
in Palm Beach, Fla., in 2008.
The group recently invested $30 million
in a multi-track venue in Jupiter, Fla.

UPS Q4 Results, 2013
Outlook Miss Estimates
United Parcel Service Inc. says weak
global trade and a disappointing holidayshopping season slowed it down in the
fourth quarter.
Profit in the last three months of 2012
fell short of Wall Street expectations. So did
UPS’ outlook for this year as the company
took a cautious approach toward the global
economy.
UPS also forecast a “relatively flat” first
quarter. Shares dropped 2 percent.
“Overall we still see 2013 as a slowgrowth economy,” Chairman and CEO D.
Scott Davis said Thursday on a conference
call with analysts.
Davis said Europe was more stable than
a year ago, and “in the U.S., I think we got off
to a strong start in January.” But, he added,
“We’re not banking on a robust economy.”
The Atlanta-based company said it
expects 2013 adjusted earnings of between
$4.80 and $5.06 per share. That would be
an increase of 6 percent to 12 percent over

2012, but less than the $5.13 per share that
analysts expected. UPS said the first quarter
would be fairly flat, hurt by one less business
day than in 2012.
UPS said that it lost $1.75 billion in the
fourth quarter because of a $3 billion charge
for pension liabilities, compared with a
profit of $725 million a year earlier. Without
the pension-accounting charge, UPS said
that it would have earned $2.05 billion, or
$1.32 per share.
Analysts expected adjusted earnings of
$1.38 per share, according to FactSet.
Revenue rose 3 percent to $14.57 billion,
beating analysts’ forecast of $14.48 billion.
The company said that disruptions from
Hurricane Sandy lowered earnings by 5 cents
per share and money spent on the failed
pursuit of Dutch delivery firm TNT Express
NV cost another penny per share.
UPS increased its plan for spending on
buying back its own stock this year to $4
billion from $1.5 billion.

Supermarket Wine Bill
Excludes High-Alcohol Beer
A proposal to allow supermarkets and
convenience stores to stock wine would
continue to limit sales of high-alcohol beer
and fortified wines to liquor stores.
State Sen. Bill Ketron of Murfreesboro
and fellow Republican Rep. Jon Lundberg of
Bristol on Thursday introduced their bill to
end the exclusive right of liquor stores to sell
wine in Tennessee. Grocery store sales would
be limited to wine with an alcohol content
of no more than 18 percent.
The measure would put the option of
whether to allow wider wine sales to voters
in local cities and counties. The Republican
House and Senate speakers support the
change.
Opponents argue the change would
unfairly disrupt the existing liquor stores
business, and that the measure would make
higher-alcohol drinks more widely available
to minors.

Private Waste Hauler,
Union Settle Dispute
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Union employees of a private waste

disposal company are back on the job in
Memphis, ending a two-day work stoppage.
Republic Services/Allied Waste Services
General Manager Roger Lawrence said the
company received a letter Wednesday from
the Teamsters Union Local 984, stating the
180 striking employees would return for the
regular shifts on Thursday.
Lawrence also said the union agreed
to work on the weekend, to catch up trash
collection for 200,000 residential customers and 10,000 business customers in the
Memphis area.
The agreement followed a meeting between company and union representatives.

New Memphis Institute
Partners With Realtors
The Memphis Area Association of Realtors Education Foundation has partnered
with New Memphis Institute to offer a leadership training customized specifically for
MAAR members.
The Leadership MAAR program is designed to build and develop personal leadership skills, enhance those skills through
teamwork and management, and inspire
participants to share their newly acquired
leadership abilities with the Association and
their communities.
Carol Lott, past president of MAAR, is
the brainchild behind the Leadership MAAR
program. She said Realtors are “ambassadors
for this city” and need to be trained to be
confident in that role.
The effort with MAAR helps New Memphis Institute continue to train leaders
across all sectors of city to forge a vital and
prosperous new Memphis.
The Leadership MAAR program kicks
off Feb. 13. For more information on Leadership MAAR visit http://www.maar.org/
leadershipmaar.

Jobless Aid Applications
In US Rise to 368,000
The number of Americans seeking unemployment aid rose sharply last week but
remained at a level consistent with moderate hiring.
Weekly applications for unemploy-

ment benefits leapt 38,000 to a seasonally
adjusted 368,000, the Labor Department
said Thursday. The increase comes after
applications plummeted in the previous two
weeks to five-year lows. Applications fell by
a combined 45,000 in the second and third
weeks of January.
The volatility reflects the government’s
difficulty adjusting the data to account for
layoffs after the holiday shopping season.
Job cuts typically spike in the second week in
January as retailers dismiss temporary employees hired for the winter holidays. Layoffs
then fall in the second half of the month.
The department attempts to adjust for
such fluctuations but the January figures
can still be volatile. The four-week average,
a less volatile measure, ticked up to 352,000,
just above a four-year low.
Most economists weren’t concerned by
the increase.

Panera Bread Files Business
License for Midtown Store
Panera Bread Co. is moving along with
the build-out of its new Midtown location.
The St. Louis-based fast-casual sandwich franchise recently filed for its business
license at 1961 Union Ave. with the Shelby
County Clerk’s Office. The 4,588-square-foot,
freestanding space formerly housed Pizza
Hut, which relocated west to the Belvedere
Collection shopping center.
Panera will likely open by the end of
February, said Rick Postle, who owns Panera
franchise rights to the Memphis area along
with his wife, Rosemary, under the entity
Delta Dough Inc. The location will mark
Delta Dough’s eighth Panera store in the
Mid-South, a market it entered more than
four years ago.
Postle said the entire build-out, including rework on the building, interior layouts
and equipment, and signage will top $1 million. The store will create more than 50 jobs.

Bank of Bartlett Reports
Quarterly, Year-End Profits
Bank of Bartlett has reported a profit
of $12.3 million for 2012 and a profit of
$255,125 for the fourth quarter.

14,000± SF BANK/OFFICE
BUILDING ON 4.56± ACRES
IN TWO ADJOINING PARCELS

TAA-1306

Property Address: 2124 Democrat Road
Memphis, Tennessee 38132

Auction: February 26th at 2:00PM CT
Public Preview: February 19th at 2:00 PM CT

SELLS FOR T0 HIGHEST BIDDER REGARDLESS OF PRICE
TRANZON.COM

•
•
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•
•

Modern, Well Maintained Building with Land for Possible Expansion
Convenient Location Adjacent to the Airport
Excellent Access via I-240 and Airways Blvd
Large Parking Area to Support Many Use Types
Don’t Miss this Exceptional Opportunity to Purchase a Great Property at Your Price!

Tranzon Asset Advisors, Edward D. Durnil, TN Auctioneer/Broker #4425 | In cooperation with Commercial Advisors | 10% Buyer’s Premium | $20,000 Initial Deposit Required to Bid | Other Terms Apply
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FROM THE BLOG
More Back Story on Pinnacle Airlines’ Decision to Leave Memphis for Minneapolis
Editor’s Note: “From the Blog”
is a weekly feature that highlights
some of the enterprising work our
staff and contributors post on The
Daily News blog, blog.memphisdailynews.com.

Andy Meek | The Memphis News
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The quarterly profit marked the sixth
straight quarter Bank of Bartlett has been
in the black.
Among other highlights for 2012, the
bank saw a 17 percent decline in non-performing assets and a 36 percent increase in
new mortgage loans – $70 million in 2012,
up from $45 million in 2011.

Sales Contract in Place For
Nineteenth Century Club
The historic Nineteenth Century Club
building at 1433 Union Ave. was auctioned
off in a sealed auction by Morris Auction
Group Thursday, Jan. 24.
Sam Zalowitz of Zalowitz Commercial
Realty LLC represented the buyer, said Jeff

by an out-of-town bank after

leaders already were talking

W

as the Pinnacle head-

“The city was still better off,

Morris, Morris Auction Group president. A
sales contract is in place, and the next step
is to set up a closing, which can take up to
30 days.
When asked what the highest bid was,
the amount of bids offered and what the
buyer’s intentions are, Morris declined to
comment. Zalowitz was unavailable to be
reached by phone after multiple attempts.
Meanwhile, Memphis Heritage’s “Save
the 19th Century Club” Facebook page
posted Thursday afternoon that “unfortunately the 19 Century Club members took
the money over the importance of heritage
and history” and the Midtown structure will
likely be razed. There were two bids, one
for $550,000 and one for $350,000, and the
$550,000 bid was accepted, according to the
social media posting.
Built in 1890, the 15,813-square-foot

Call for an appointment today!

901.685.5008

A Patient’s View:
“I’ve had a lot of dentists before (I’ve lived in a lot
of places), and I’ve had dentists whose work is
definitely shoddy. Finding a good service provider is
hard. It’s a lot like finding a good hair stylist/barber;
once you find someone, you stick with them.”

“Before the City acted, One
Commerce Square was owned

house was purchased in 1926 by The
Nineteenth Century Club, a philanthropic
women’s organization. The three-story wood
frame structure is commercially zoned and
sits on 1.2 acres at Union between Kimbrough and Cleveland streets. Its 2012 appraisal from the Shelby County Assessor of
Property was $664,800.
Crye-Leike Realtors Inc.’s Dick Leike and
Robert Gorman previously had the Nineteenth Century Club property listed for $1.5
million. Leike told The Daily News in August
that the building was structurally sound.

Countywide School Board
Renews MASE Charter
The first charter school in Memphis and

and can be a source of pride in
our skyline.
“Pinnacle helped make that
possible. Downtown is already
better off having had them here
over the past year.”

in the state of Tennessee had its charter renewed Tuesday, Jan. 29, by the countywide
school board.
Memphis City Schools administrators
had recommended non-renewal of the charter of the 10-year-old Memphis Academy of
Science and Engineering based on a drop in
student achievement test scores.
Leaders of the grade 6-12 school argued
they had improved the deficient math scores
in the intervening three years and were being
judged on high school standards unfairly
when the school spans middle and high
school grades.
Of the school board members present,
only Martavius Jones voted for the nonrenewal recommendation.
Most school board members expressing an opinion said they were concerned
that most of the MASE students would be

Playing with your baby
helps his brain develop.
And you’ll probably win
until he’s at least 3.

I highly recommend Dr. Castle. His work is top notch
and he is extremely nice; he’s definitely not one of
those uppity, crusty doctor types!” - Paul C.

William N. Castle, D.D.S.
general dentistry

79 n. cooper (in midtown) • memphis, tn 38104

Go to TUCI.org for a copy of the Parents Guide to Kindergarten Readiness.
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attending conventional public schools in
the bottom 5 percent statewide in terms
of student achievement if they closed the
charter school.
The renewal is for a term of 10 years, but
if student achievement test scores begin to
dip again and do so for two consecutive
school years, the school board could abolish
the charter and the school organizers would
have no right of appeal. In other action, the
school board approved the demolition of the
old Lincoln Junior High School gymnasium
in South Memphis.

2012 Most Profitable Year
For Magna Bank
Last year was the most profitable year
ever for Magna Bank since its founding in
1999.
Magna recorded a profit of $3.1 million
in 2012, a 24 percent improvement over
2011. The bank’s assets were up 12.1 percent,
loans were up 10.8 percent and deposits
were up almost 10 percent.
The bank originated $22.4 million in
new SBA loans. It originated $353 million in
residential first mortgage loans, a 36 percent
jump from 2011, and the bank originated
$189 million in new commercial real estate
loans in 2012.
During the fourth quarter, Magna investors got a special dividend payout of 27
cents a share.

Indie Memphis Wins
GuideStar’s Seal Rating
The Indie Memphis organization has
received the GuideStar Exchange Seal, a
symbol of transparency and accountability
provided by GuideStar USA Inc., which is
a leading source of nonprofit information.
To be awarded the GuideStar Exchange
Seal, Indie Memphis was required to provide
key information for its nonprofit report page
on www.guidestar.org.
Indie Memphis’ most recent event was
the 15th annual Indie Memphis Film Festival, presented by Duncan-Williams Inc., and
held Nov. 1-4 at venues that included Playhouse on the Square, the Circuit Playhouse,
and Malco Theatre’s Studio on the Square.
The GuideStar Exchange is an initiative
designed to connect nonprofits with current
and potential supporters.

Public Relations Society
Seeks Vox Award Entries
The Memphis chapter of Public Relations Society of America is calling for entries
for the upcoming PRSA Vox Awards, which
recognize the region’s best in PR practices.
Vox Awards honor organizations that
have successfully communicated their
brand and messaging through strategic
communications, resourcefulness, creativity
and quality expertise. The list of categories

Choose Your Path to Success
For your MBA, choose the only business school in Memphis fully
accredited by AACSB International — the premier accrediting agency
for business schools worldwide. The Fogelman MBA is designed for
ambitious men and women who are already making their marks in the
business world. Our Professional and Online MBA programs provide the
flexibility to fit the demanding schedules of working professionals —
enrolling could be your best move toward achieving your career goals.

To learn more, join us for an information session.
Monday, February 4, 2013, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Fogelman College of Business and Economics, Room 385
RSVP to ammyers@memphis.edu or 901.678.3721.

Fogelman College
of Business & Economics
memphis.edu/mba

covers everything from a single blog post
to multiple day events. Vox chair Christina Meek said PRSA Memphis has several
categories because the communications
industry encompasses so many types of jobs
from social media manager, writer, media
relations, marketing, videographer, event
planner and more.
The early deadline for the 20th annual
Vox Awards is Feb. 8 and allows entrants to
pay the early pricing but turn in their entries
a week later for the regular deadline, which
is Feb. 15. The late deadline is Feb. 22 and
comes with a late fee.
For more details on entry, visit www.
prsavox.com.

Kroger Poplar Plaza
To Open March 20
Kroger’s new store in Poplar Plaza shopping center is scheduled for a March 20
opening.
The 81,500-square-foot building will
back up to Prescott Street and face east. It
will be Kroger’s biggest store in Memphis.
The new store will include extensive
bulk nutrition, Boars Head, organics, locally
grown products, as well as fresh seafood and
complete deli and bakery.
Kroger kicked off construction on its
own building last year, a project that involved the Burlington, Mass.-based owner
of Poplar Plaza, Finard Properties LLC, to

reconfigure the layout of several tenants
within the 360,000-square-foot center in
the University of Memphis area. Upon the
Kroger completion, the old Kroger will be
razed for a parking lot.

Survey Shows Improving
Small Business Optimism
The Wells Fargo/Gallup Small Business
Index shows that business owners have
regained some optimism with the start of
the new year.
That’s a reversal from November, when
the survey had dropped to its most pessimistic level in two years. The latest Index
improved 20 points (to positive 9) in January,
up from negative 11 in November.
Key drivers of the improvement in the
survey, conducted Jan. 7-11, include increased business owner optimism about
revenue, capital spending, jobs over the past
12 months, more optimism about overall
financial situations, cash flow, and jobs over
the next 12 months. A year ago, in January
2012, the Index was at positive 15.
While optimism improved from the
fourth quarter, the survey paints a mixed
picture with respect to jobs and hiring. More
business owners (71 percent) expect the
number of jobs at their companies to stay the
same over the next 12 months, and business
owners planning to add jobs during the same
period remained unchanged at 17 percent.
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Schools Needs Assessment
Committee Disbanded
Shelby County Commissioners voted
Monday, Jan. 28, to disband the 10-year old
Needs Assessment Committee that reviewed
and prioritized school construction projects for both of the county’s public school
systems.
The appointed committee, which included architects and construction contractors, has not met in the last year and a half
and no new appointments to the city-county
body have been made because of the coming
consolidation of the two school systems that
begins in August.
Also at a 45-minute commission meeting Monday, the body delayed action on a
resolution that is the second quarter financial statement from County Trustee David
Lenoir. The commission delayed accepting
the report as they await further figures from
Lenoir.
Commissioners want to know whether
the stable property tax rate the commission
approved last spring amounted to a tax
hike in terms of the revenue it produced for
Shelby County government.
The numbers are part of a larger discussion the commission has had as it prepares
to recertify the property tax rate following
the 2013 property reappraisal.
State law says the recertified rate cannot
produce a windfall of more revenue than
county government made from the old tax
rate. From that point, the commission then
votes separately on any tax hike that might
be proposed.

Metropolitan Bank Reports
Year-End Earnings
Metropolitan BancGroup Inc., the holding company for Metropolitan Bank, has
reported its 13th straight quarter and its
fourth straight year of increased earnings.
Metropolitan saw full-year earnings of
about $5.02 million for the year ending Dec.
31. The bank reported 2012 pre-tax earnings
102 percent higher than 2011 results, along
with a 22 percent increase in total assets,
ending the year at $722 million.
For the fourth quarter, the bank reported
pre-tax earnings of about $1.7 million, a 286
percent increase over the same quarter last
year. Metropolitan also reported balance
sheet growth, including a 33 percent increase
in deposits in 2012.
Total loans grew 17 percent in 2012, and
mortgage banking revenues grew 97 percent,
topping $2 million for the year.

Real Estate Leaders To
Present Trends at Forecast
Real estate leaders will offer their reviews
and insights for the Memphis-area commercial market at the 10th annual Commercial
Property Forecast Summit starting at 8 a.m.
Feb. 7 at the Germantown Performing Arts
Centre, 1801 Exeter Road.
The program is presented by the Memphis Area Association of Realtors Commercial Council. Local perspectives have
been expanded on from years prior and
will be provided in the following areas: of-

fice – Kemp Conrad, Cushman & Wakefield/
Commercial Advisors LLC; retail – Shawn
Massey, The Shopping Center Group LLC;
industrial – Brad Kornegay, Colliers International Asset Services; multifamily – Rick
Fogelman, Fogelman Management Group
LLC; land – Jim Rainer, Grubb & Ellis Memphis; financial – Jeremy Chism, First Horizon
Capital Markets; Memphis – Tommy Pacello,
Mayor’s Innovation Delivery Team.
The summit’s keynote presenter will be
K.C. Conway, executive managing director
of market analytics, valuation and advisory
services, for Colliers International. From
2005-2010 Conway worked in the Federal
Reserve System in multiple capacities and in
2007 he received a Presidential Recognition
Award by the Appraisal Institute.
During the 2008-2009 financial crisis,
Conway briefed Federal Reserve Chairman
Ben Bernanke, the Board of Governors,
Federal Reserve District bank presidents
and real estate industry groups on market
issues and trends.
A question-and-answer session will follow Conway’s presentation. The cost is $50
for MAAR Commercial Council members
and $70 for the general public.
Advance registration is required; for
more information go to maar.org/commercialsummit.

Tight Inventory Slows
US Pending Home Sales

counties instead of separate trials in each
county. The proposed change is part of the
group’s legislative agenda this year.
They also want to increase the minimum
amount of time that must be served before
a prisoner is eligible for parole in cases of
aggravated child neglect and attempted
first-degree murder where there are serious
bodily injuries.

New Executive Director
Tapped for Economic Club
The Economic Club of Memphis has a
new executive director.
Dr. Christine Jiang succeeds Dr. David
Kemme as executive director of the club. She
begins her duties immediately.
Jiang has served on the University of
Memphis faculty since 2001. She’s currently
interim chair and professor in the department of finance, insurance and real estate.
The new Executive Committee of the
Economic Club consists of Don Hutson,
club president and a professional speaker as
well as CEO of U.S. Learning LLC; Michael
Drury, vice president and chief economist
at McVean Trading and Investments LLC;
David Waddell, secretary-treasurer and
president and CEO of Waddell & Associates;
and Kris Matula, immediate-past president
and the retired president of Buckeye Technologies Inc.

A measure of Americans who signed
contracts to buy homes fell last month after
reaching a 2 1/2-year high in November.
Sales were held back by a limited supply of
available homes.
The National Association of Realtors said
Monday that its seasonally adjusted index
for pending home sales dropped 4.3 percent
in December from November to 101.7. That’s
still 6.9 percent higher than a year ago.
The decline signals that sales of previously occupied homes may cool off in the
coming months. There’s generally a one- to
two-month lag between a signed contract
and a completed sale.
Still, the broader trend in home sales
remains solid. Completed sales of previously occupied homes rose last year to their
highest level in five years, one of many signs
of recovery in the housing market last year.
And the Realtors’ group forecasts that sales
will rise 9 percent this year, as the recovery
strengthens. Other economists have similar
forecasts.
Stable job gains and record-low mortgage rates have encouraged more people to
buy homes. And a tight supply of homes for
sale has pushed up prices and made builders more confident to step up construction.

Tennessee Prosecutors
Outline Legislative Agenda
Tennessee prosecutors are pushing for
changes to the law that they say will aid the
prosecution of serial child sexual abusers.
Guy Jones is deputy director of the Tennessee District Attorneys General Conference. He said in a news release that prosecutors want to be able to have one trial for
sex abusers who commit crimes in multiple
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Diversified Trust Makes
Seven Promotions
Memphis-based wealth management
firm Diversified Trust has announced seven
promotions.
Being promoted to senior vice president
are Jo Len Clark and Marcus Lewis. Melissa
Schilling has been promoted to vice president. And being promoted to senior associate are Tim Dudas, Amy Hudson, Megan
Mayhew and Hadley Miller.
Diversified Trust was founded in 1994.
It has more than $4.5 billion in client assets.

Unemployment Recipients
Can Get Tax Info Online
People who got state unemployment
benefits last year can access online the forms
they need for income tax purposes.
The documents are called IRS Form
1099-Gs. There is a link to them from the
home page of the Tennessee Department of
Labor and Workforce Development: www.
tennessee.gov/labor-wfd.
Benefit recipients can access the forms
by entering their birth date or the PIN they
used to certify or inquire on their unemployment claim.
The department also began mailing the
1099-G forms to more than 245,000 benefit
recipients on Jan. 14.
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Cash Talks Of
‘Perfect Storm’

The Daily News is supportive, including in
some case being on the boards of, the following
organizations: Literacy Mid-South, Grace St.
Luke's Episcopal School, Wolf River Conservancy,
Ronald McDonald House, Great Outdoors
University, Tennessee Wildlife Federation,
Temple Israel, St. Jude's, St George's
Independent Schools, Shelby Residential &
Vocational Svcs, Shelby Farms Park, Calvary
& The Arts, Bridges, Boys & Girls Club of
Greater Memphis, Binghampton Development
Corporation, U of M Journalism Dept., Chickasaw
Council Boy Scouts, Memphis Leadership
Foundation, Junior Achievement, Overton Park
Conservancy, The Cotton Museum and WKNO.

K

riner Cash says there were big “distractions” that began just before
he became Memphis City Schools
superintendent four-and-a-half years ago
that created a “perfect storm” for his efforts to “transform” the school system.
“The fiscal challenges were constant
from the day I stepped off the tarmac, I
had the city take away $57 million or more
and every year I was fighting that,” he said.
Cash talked for the first time at length
about his exit as superintendent and his
time in Memphis on the WKNO-TV program “Behind The Headlines” hosted by
Eric Barnes, publisher of The Daily News.
The show can be seen on The Daily
News Online, www.memphisdailynews.
com.
He made no apologies for a leadership
style that sometimes made him as controversial as the reforms he pushed.
“I made it clear who was in charge of
all of this because I think that is important
in a large complex organization,” Cash
said. “You can’t have a bunch of folks with
nobody in control.”
The move to merge Memphis City
Schools and Shelby County Schools.
which began in late 2010 and climaxes
this August, was another unexpected and
historic shift that was not of Cash’s making.
“That changed and sort of affected
the momentum of the reform work that
we were doing here, which I thought
was really moving in a good fast-paced
direction,” he said. “Now we had to shift
energies and human capital. It is what it
is. … But there’s no doubt that affected the
momentum and the pace of the reform
work.”
The centerpiece of Cash’s reform initiatives has been the Teacher Effectiveness
Initiative, an effort to quantify as objectively as possible how effective teachers
are based in part on the performance of
their students and also determine how to
help those teachers grow professionally.
“It’s at a critical tipping point,” he said
of the initiative funded over several years
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. “Does it go forward? How does it go
forward? What are the levers to make it go
forward? I think this interim superintendent is going to be key to that. I think the
message has to be early and often that this
is non-negotiable.”
As Cash leaves the initiative is being
expanded to the Shelby County Schools
system in advance of the August merger of
the two school systems.

As Tennessee moves away from the
Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment
Program (TCAP) tests to gauge student
achievement and to the higher “Common
Core” state standards, Cash warned student performance numbers will probably
take another dip.
The change in higher standards has
moved quickly and was the third challenge Cash faced as the state tries “to go
from worst to first in Tennessee overnight
as opposed to gradually.”
“Memphis is going to have lowperforming schools in terms of tests.
Where we’re going to make gains is on the
growth model. We’re going to grow fast.
We’re going to grow quick,” he added. “But
will we ever be 100 percent proficient on
these tests – 80 percent proficient on that
test? I don’t think so. Not in any near-term
future.”
It is the improvements and the rate
of improvements that Cash feels is more
important than the benchmarks or even
what is arguably the most watched ranking of schools – the bottom 5 percent of
schools in the state in terms of student
performance. The designation is what
qualifies that school for possible takeover
by the state in the Achievement School
District and allows parents to qualify for
transfers to other schools.
“The bottom 5 percent is not much
further away from the top 25 percent in
terms of performance now under the new
standards,” Cash said. “Memphis will
probably for quite some time have lower
performing schools in terms of test scores.
What we are after is how are children
developing and growing in their overall
potential as young people in addition to
their performance.”
The Achievement School District is in
its first school year and began as the state
lifted any limit on the number of charter
schools in the state. Cash long has had
concerns about whether charter schools
were “burning out” teachers in an initial
bid for better student test scores that
might then wane.
“What we are getting into is kind of
charter schools without accountability
and without any kind of nuance that they
are actually different from a traditional
school. That’s a danger,” he said. “We will
have a littered landscape of schools that
are mixed performing but they can stay in
business 10, 20, 30 years because of this
fanaticism around charter schools. That’s
just a name. You have to actually perform
and do something different.”
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Entrepreneurship

Tech Talk

Saint Blues
Launches New
Guitar Line

Lunches, meetups add to growing startup scene

ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

S

Photo: Lance Murphey

Software developers talk shop during a MemTech “tech lunch” at Panera Bread. Gatherings such as
these occur throughout the city, bringing together the city’s technologists, entrepreneurs and more.

ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

I

t is a pleasant lunchtime hour on
a recent weekday, and a small gathering of technologists has huddled
at Panera Bread in the Laurelwood
shopping center for their monthly
confab.
They’re participants in a recurring
series of “Tech Lunches” spearheaded
by Brian Swanson. He’s a software developer and the founder of Purple Ant
Software, which focuses on Web and
desktop software development.
At the monthly gatherings, versions
of which also are held in Cordova and
Downtown, the conversation around
the table might focus on new phones
coming out, video games, interesting
websites someone stumbled across
or the latest “memes” circling the
Internet. Sometimes, there might be
10 separate conversations about those
topics all at once.
“This is a social get-together for
tech-minded folks,” Swanson said.
“You don’t necessarily have to be in the
industry. It’s just people who are interested in tech-related things. We don’t
have a speaker or anything like that.
It’s more of a meet-up and network
thing. And everybody’s welcome.
“My biggest reasoning behind it is
I’m self-employed and don’t get to see
other people every day. And things like
these lunches are a chance to get out
and interact with other people who are
interested in the same things I am.”

At the same time, the lunches also
are more than that. Memphis’ startup,
technology and entrepreneurial communities are expanding at a more
rapid clip than ever, and Swanson’s
tech lunch crowd exists behind one of
many side doors into the place where
all those related communities overlap
and work together.
Here’s the newest piece of evidence about how that entrepreneurial
ecosystem here is flourishing. Next
week, the Wall Street Journal will focus
its blog “The Accelerators” on the topic
of whether entrepreneurs can find success anywhere in the U.S. as opposed
to certain regions.
Tennessee is one of five regions
chosen to be spotlighted on the blog.
There will be guest posts there related
to the topic from LaunchMemphis cofounder Eric Mathews, Memphis attorney Emily Brackstone, Meg Crosby
of Wolf River Angels, Patrick Woods
of a-m ventures and Kyle Sandler, the
co-founder of the Nibletz tech news
site and who’s also helping spearhead
a three-day startup conference in
Memphis in February.
About that conference: It’s the “Everywhereelse.co” startup conference,
and it’s going to bring more than 1,000
entrepreneurs, founders, investors and
startup supporters to Memphis. The
conference will be held Feb. 10-12 at
the Memphis Cook Convention Center,
and an article at Forbes.com called it a
“must-attend” conference for startups
in 2013.
Looking backward, last year saw

300 entrepreneurs work out of the
Launchpad, a co-working space
Downtown. There were 2,000 mentor
hours invested, and hundreds of professional connections were made.
LaunchMemphis in 2012 also hosted three 48-Hour Launch Weekends,
including one focused on women-led
startups. Twelve high-growth startup
companies graduated from a pair of local incubators in 2012 – six from Seed
Hatchery, and six from ZeroTo510.
And a small venture capital fund was
formed through the group Wolf River
Angels.
That’s just a small taste of what
2012 afforded Memphis-area startups
and entrepreneurs. For 2013, already
coming out of the gate is Memphis
Venture Mentors, a pool of business
and community leaders who will serve
all of the LaunchMemphis platforms.
“Because we have different accelerator programs like Seed Hatchery,
we created Memphis Venture Mentors
so that all the mentors go through one
place,” said Olivia Lomax, a co-founder of the new mentoring program.
This week, participants in Memphis’ startup scene will head to
LaunchLounge, a gathering of professionals, entrepreneurs, innovators
and creators who are meeting at Local
Gastropub on the Square at 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 6. Prior to that, Aunt Bertha will
be on hand at EmergeMemphis for
those participants to mingle with.
Aunt Bertha is an Austin startup that
went through the inaugural Code for
America accelerator.

aint Blues Guitar Workshop is launching a
new line of affordable, made-in-Memphis
guitars.
The guitar maker’s Juke Joint Series is meant
to offer guitar players and enthusiasts an affordable gateway into the Saint Blues product line.
The new guitars are unbound and include a crystal satin finish, as well as the original Saint Blues
logo from the 1980s.
There’s the Bluesmaster, with features that
include a 25.5-inch scale alder body with a maple
neck. The Mississippi Bluesmaster has a nearly
25-inch scale mahogany body and neck, and the
Legendary Bass has a 34-inch scale alder body
with maple neck. The series will be priced at
$1,299 for the guitars and $1,349 for the bass.
“Customers love the Workshop Series quality,”
said Saint Blues president Bryan Eagle, referring
to the company’s higher-end line of guitars. “But
many couldn’t afford the price tag and have been
begging us to build a quality guitar in our body
styles that would sell for under $1,500.”
The Juke Joint Series is Saint Blues’ answer to
those customers. Until recently, the guitar maker
has enjoyed a kind of unknown quality among
Memphians about the scale of its operation – in
fact, of its very presence.
Saint Blues operates Downtown. It’s a stone’s
throw from Sun Studio in an unassuming warehouse, a cavernous space where workers handcraft instruments that will be shipped around the
world. The business has an attached storefront,
where customers can peruse everything from
cigar boxes and washboards to small, unique gifts
like bottled gravel from the famed crossroads in
Mississippi – the place where bluesman Robert
Johnson, the legend goes, sold his soul to the
devil in exchange for the ability to play guitar.
On a busy afternoon, it’s not uncommon to
see customers picking up something like the
cigar boxes – a kind of folk novelty instrument
that looks like it came straight from the Civil War
era – and start an impromptu jam.
Saint Blues launched in Memphis in 1984 and
evolved into a highly sought after boutique guitar
brand in the mid and late-80s.
The production line was shut down in 1989.
It was restarted in 2006 by a Memphis investment group that brought production back to
Memphis and created the Workshop Series of
high-end guitars, the roots instrument line of
cigar box guitars and electric washboards, and
now the Juke Joint Series. The company’s guitars
are available in its Downtown showroom, via its
website and at select dealers worldwide.
Saint Blues insists it will never be in the
business of cranking out thousands of massproduced guitars a month. It intends to remain
a boutique builder. Moreover, Eagle says the
company’s products carry a premium of between
10 and 20 percent over a competitor’s guitars that
might simply read “made in the U.S.”
On every Saint Blues headstock, on its logo,
on almost everything it touches, the company
hammers home the fact that its products are
made in Memphis.
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Smith & Nephew Reduces
Memphis Workforce
MICHAEL WADDELL | Special to The Memphis News

Medical device company cuts close to 100 jobs in Memphis and Andover, Mass., locations

S

mith & Nephew eliminated nearly
100 jobs in Memphis and Andover,
Mass., on Thursday, Jan. 31, as the
medical device company cuts expenses in
an effort to offset tax hikes included in the
Affordable Care Act.
The Affordable Care Act includes a 2.3
percent medical device tax, which took
effect Jan. 1.
The London-based company, which
employs about 1,800 people in Memphis,
said the new tax will cost the industry
about $30 billion over 10 years.
“(The tax) has impacted a number
of companies across the U.S.,” said Joe
Metzger, senior vice president of corporate communications. “Smith & Nephew
is not immune from this added expense
burden.”
Smith & Nephew announced in February 2012 that it would reduce its global
workforce by 7 percent over the next
three years. Several other companies announced similar plans, including Stryker
and Medtronic.

Metzger would not comment on the
exact number of jobs lost in Memphis,
but sources familiar with the job cuts say
it included about 60 Memphis employees.
“Unfortunately, and in order to absorb
this cost burden into our business, this
has meant less than 100 positions have
been made redundant across various
departmental functions in our Tennessee
and Massachusetts sites,” Metzger said.
“The company is providing the affected
employees with a comprehensive severance package and outplacement support.”
Most of the employees were with the
Advanced Surgical Devices division at
the company’s Goodlett Farms Parkway
facility.
Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell
said he was “disappointed” by word of the
second layoffs in the division in two years.
“It hurts anytime you see a company
of that size cutting back,” Luttrell said.
“I think the economic reality of things is
that those things happen. Hopefully the

balance sheet will show that we’ve gained
more than we’ve lost.”
Smith & Nephew Inc. bought the
Goodlett Farms Parkway property in January 2010 as part of a $42 million expansion of the global headquarters for the
then-orthopedics division.
That division was later consolidated
with operations in Andover and became
known as Advanced Surgical Devices
Division.
The division was split between Memphis and Andover.
Both locations saw job cuts in December 2011 in a move to eliminate duplicate
positions and the continued restructuring
of Smith & Nephew. The Memphis location cut about 80 positions.
The president of the Memphis division, Joseph DeVivo, left the company
that August as Mike Frazzette in Andover
became president of the new division.
For the third quarter 2012 the company reported revenues of $952 million
compared to revenues of $1.03 billion in
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Healthy Church Challenge
Tackles Obesity Epidemic
MICHAEL WADDELL | Special to The Memphis News

B

lueCross BlueShield of Tennessee’s
second annual Healthy Church
Challenge 100-day weight loss
competition for churches in West Tennessee is set to get under way on Saturday,
Feb. 2.
This year’s challenge is anticipated
to include more than 50 local churches
that will get the chance to compete for
cash prizes to benefit their churches and
health ministries.
“The idea for the Healthy Church
Challenge came about from our foundation and company goal of impacting the
health of the population in Tennessee,”
said Calvin Anderson, senior vice president and chief of staff at BlueCross. “Obesity is a lead driver of diseases such as
hypertension and diabetes.”

This year’s grand prize will be a $5,000
certificate for fitness equipment and
nutritional counseling, and there also
will be an individual prize awarded to the
person who loses the most weight overall.
Last year, 458 men, women and children
lost a total of 2,821 pounds. Fullview Missionary Baptist Church in Bartlett won
first place, which included a $5,000 gift
certificate to the Sports Authority and nutritional counseling from Baptist Memorial Health Care.
The 2013 Healthy Church Challenge
is part of a city- and state-wide effort
for citizens to reduce weight and live
healthier. Memphis and Shelby County
rank in the bottom 10 percent of some
studies as it relates to health, healthy eating, exercise, healthy living, life-altering

disease management and prevention. The
100-day Healthy Church Challenge is designed to address the problems through
area faith-based organizations and create
a healthier place to live, work and play in
Memphis, Shelby County and West Tennessee.
“Memphis is the focus city in the state
for 2012 and 2013; however, we are looking to expand to additional cities after we
analyze the findings and results of this
initiative,” Anderson said.
Tennessee also ranks sixth in the nation for childhood obesity and receives
an “F” on the national “Report Card: State
Efforts to Control Childhood Obesity.”
Roughly one-third of all school children
in the Mid-South are overweight or
obese, and as many as two-thirds of adult

the third quarter of 2011.
The layoffs in 2011 came late in a year
that had already included jobs cuts by its
competitors – Medtronic Inc. and Wright
Medical – which both also have facilities
in Shelby County.
Wright is based in Arlington and
Medtronic’s spinal and biologics business
is based in Memphis.
Last summer Medtronic cut 500 positions, and another 500 are expected by
the end of 2013. In March 2010, Medtronic had warned that taxes relating to the
new health care reform could result in a
reduction of about 1,000 jobs.
In December 2009, the Memphis Shelby County Industrial Development Board
approved a $6.2 million payment-in-lieuof-taxes agreement with Smith & Nephew
for the Goodlett Farms expansion.
The company at the time said the
growth would create 160 jobs and generate $13 million in annual payroll at an
average annual wage of $93,427 excluding
benefits.

Tennesseans are considered obese or
overweight.
Earlier this month the Tennessee Commissioner of Health Dr. John
Dreyzehner and his health policy team
visited Memphis and talked to a group
at the University of Memphis about the
overall lack of physical activity in the state
and how sedentary lifestyles can negatively impact health.
“If you look at the rankings, it is the
area that we are currently as a state, relative to other states, doing the worst. We
are ranked 48th,” Dreyzehner said.
Anderson expects the 2013 Healthy
Church Challenge to grow this year, with
participation expected from an estimated
50 churches following 36 last year. The
event is open to all churches in West Tennessee and limited to 100 participants per
church.
A mandatory weigh-in will take place
at the Family Life Center at 70 N. Bellevue
Blvd. starting at 10 a.m. and will run until
4 p.m. Alternate weigh-ins will take place
Feb. 4 through Feb. 8, and then there will
be a variety of ongoing activities including regular workout sessions and weighins until late May. The challenge will
culminate with an Obesity Summit and
awards presentation on June 1. The full
schedule, as well as daily tips for healthier living, can be found on the Healthy
Church Challenge Facebook page.
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Money&Markets Extra
Calm market, but
Q&A
for how long? Insider
Title: Chief investment
strategist with Gateway
Investment Advisers, a firm
that manages the Gateway
Fund. The fund uses a
unique strategy to help offset
stock market volatility.

Harry Merriken

What he suggests:
Investing in stocks while also
trading call options on stocks
can significantly reduce
volatility.

A gauge of stock market volatility
spiked in late December as negotiations to avert the so-called “fiscal
cliff” stalled. But a deal was reached,
triggering a sharp decline in the
Chicago Board of Options Exchange
Volatility Index, or VIX. In the past
few days, the VIX has fallen to its
lowest level in nearly six years. Yet
plenty of investors remain interested
in strategies to limit the risks of a
potential market decline.
That’s a key reason why the
Gateway Fund (GATEX) attracted
more than $1 billion in cash last year,
boosting total assets above $7 billion.
In addition to investing in stocks,
Gateway’s managers buy “put
options” on stocks — contracts giving
the fund the right to sell shares at a

specified price. Harry Merriken is chief
investment strategist with Gateway
Investment Advisers, which manages
the fund.
With the VIX low now, investors
appear confident that the market is
unlikely to be volatile over the next
30 days. Is that expectation correct,
or is complacency setting in?
I would not let a low VIX lull you into
thinking there is no risk in the market.
The VIX measures the anticipated
risks, not the unanticipated risks.
There’s plenty that could go wrong
as the U.S. focuses on fiscal issues,
and there’s still the potential for a
sovereign default as Europe continues
to deal with its debt crisis.
There’s also a lot of change under

way in China and Japan that creates
risks. Both countries have been
going through transitions in political
leadership, and Japan is changing its
monetary policy in a big way. China is
trying to transform its economy so that
it’s focused on domestic consumption
in addition to exports. Then there are
the totally unexpected things that
can happen, like the earthquake and
tsunami in Japan a couple years ago.
What drives the Gateway Fund’s
performance?
It’s really about hedging risk, and what
we think the cost of hedging will be
relative to the risks in the market. We
essentially don’t care if the market
goes up or not. What we want to do is
earn any premium that we see in the

market on the cost of hedging risks. If
the market goes up, or goes sideways,
we’ll have a positive return. If it goes
down, we have a hedge.
How do you explain the recent
interest in such strategies?
Investors are more tuned in to the risk
side of the risk vs. reward equation
than they used to be, and they’re
more focused on wealth preservation.
Some of the traditional methods they
have used in the past to offset stock
volatility may be less helpful now
than they were. For example, interest
rates and bond yields are low. If rates
rise, those low yields won’t offer bond
investors much of a cushion.
Answers edited for content and clarity.
AP

Towers of power

If you want to tap into the popularity
of mobile technology, consider the
humble wireless tower.
Smartphone users generally
access the Web using signals
coming from a wireless antenna
affixed to a tower. Most of these
towers aren’t owned by carriers,
such as AT&T. Instead, 65 percent
of U.S. towers are controlled by
three companies, and their towers
are in high demand.
Customers used 86 percent more
wireless data in the first six months of
2012 than they did a year earlier,
according to CTIA, an industry group.
Investors noticed and the stocks
of Crown Castle International
(CCI), American Tower (AMT) and
SBA Communications (SBAC) –
the $9 billion industry’s three biggest
players – have gained between 79
Data usage for wireless
carriers has surged, and
so have shares of the
three biggest tower
s.
companies.

A cellphone tower camouflaged as
a saguaro cactus in Tucson, Ariz.

percent and 110 percent over the last
three years. That compares with a 40
percent gain for the Standard &
Poor’s 500 index.
To be sure, the growth rate of
wireless data has slowed as carriers
have limited the availability of unlimited
data plans. Even so, financial analysts
say the tower industry’s long-term
prospects are still strong and most
recommend buying the stocks.
Telecom carriers sign contracts to
use towers for up to 10 years and
they come with automatic price
increases. This helps ensure stable
revenue, says Pacific Crest Securities
analyst Michael Bowen. It’s also a
tough business for competitors to
enter because towers are already in
the most attractive areas, and
obtaining zoning permits to build new
towers can be difficult.

Three-year stock performance*

Tower market share, 2012
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B E H I N D T H E B R A N D E B a y ( E B AY )

EBay has flourished as online
shopping has become a staple for
hordes of consumers.
The e-commerce pioneer’s latest
bid: to seize on the growing
popularity of smartphones and
tablet computers as tools for online
shopping.
The company, founded in 1995
Thursday’s close: $55.97
Price-earnings ratio: 28
(based on last 12 mos.)

52-week price range

$31

$57

1-yr. stock change:
77%
1-yr. S&P 500 change: 14%
Market value: $72.4 billion
2011 revenue: $14.1 billion

Other
35%

Avg. broker rating:

Crown
Castle
29%

SELL

Stan Choe, Jenni Sohn • AP

*Data through Jan. 31

Winning bidder

Source: FactSet

BUY

HOLD

when the concept of buying
merchandise on the Internet
seemed absurd, is retooling its
online bazaar and popular payment
service, PayPal, to work better on
mobile devices.
The company also wants to
make PayPal, which it bought a
decade ago, a viable alternative
payments network for brick-andmortar retailers.
EBay has struck agreements
with 23 retailers, including Home
Depot and Barnes & Noble,
enabling them to accept PayPal in
their stores. The service charges
merchants a fee to deliver
payments from customers. EBay
also collects fees for products listed
and sold online.
The company’s revenue jumped
nearly 21 percent to $14.1 billion
last year from 2011.
Results like that have impressed
investors, helping to propel shares
in the company 77 percent higher
the past 12 months.
Alex Veiga, Jenni Sohn • AP

Data through Jan. 31
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Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. c - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after stock split, no regular rate. j - Sum of
dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears. m - Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend, annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or paid in preceding 12
months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date. PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.
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Count on Rising
Health Care Costs
Ray’s Take
Think you have your retirement plan figured
out? Here’s a sobering report: Fidelity Investments
recently predicted that a 65-year-old couple that
retired in 2012 would pay $240,000 for health care
over the remainder of their lives. Those are expenses in addition to costs covered by Medicare under
existing legislation, which could change.
Typically, Medicare covers just over half of a
retiree’s health care needs. Retirees are still responsible for deductibles, some co-insurance costs, dental, vision and long-term care, as well as premiums
for Medicare
Parts B and D.
All these
costs are
growing substantially too.
That projected
health care
ray & dana Brandon cost for a
rays of wisdom
65-year-old
couple rose a full 6 percent from just the year before. Imagine that level of increase year after year!
Even with the additional coverage of supplemental insurance, health care costs are substantial.
Many retired couples are surprised to realize that
their supplemental insurance premiums are their
largest regular expense.
While you can cut retirement expenses by
living in a smaller home or taking fewer trips, you
can’t eliminate necessary medical care. It’s vital to
prepare for health care costs that will continue to
rise – and be increasingly more important to you as
you age.
What can you do? To start, try not to retire until
you are fully eligible for Medicare, otherwise you
might be spending tens of thousands annually for
just basic health care insurance. When you do retire,
shop around for different insurance options to supplement Medicare. It might be that the retirement
insurance plan offered by your former employer
is not the best option available. Even once you’ve
picked a plan, review it against other options on a
regular basis as coverage and costs can change.
Most of all, be sure to factor rising health care
costs into your retirement plans. With longer life
spans and cost increases that regularly outpace
inflation, you don’t want health care needs to leave
you in a precarious financial position.
Dana’s Take
While you don’t have any real control over
increasing health care costs, you do have control
over your own physical condition. If you start your
retirement in relatively good health you may be able
to avoid some of the costs associated with chronic
conditions like high blood pressure or diabetes.
Physical fitness is every bit as important to
your retirement years as financial fitness. It could
be that investing in a gym or personal trainer now
could make a substantial difference in your medical
expenses in the decades to come.
Just like saving money, it takes discipline and
time to make a real change for the better in your
lifestyle. However, it might be even more rewarding:
not only is there potential for reducing your health
care costs, you’ll also be in better shape to truly
enjoy your retirement years.
Ray Brandon is a certified financial planner and
CEO of Brandon Financial Planning (www.brandonplanning.com). His wife, Dana, has a bachelor’s
degree in finance and is a licensed clinical social
worker. Contact Ray Brandon at raybrandon@brandonplanning.com.

C o m m u ni t y

‘Positive Experience’
Beauty pageant directors, participants work to change public perception
ERINN FIGG | Special to The Memphis News

Photo: Lance Murphey

Trainer Mary-Marsha Riley, Mrs. Tennessee 2011, works out with Amber Reed, Miss Collierville Outstanding Teen 2012 at Teneo Fitness. Riley says the life skills particpants gain are “vital.”

D

o not mention the reality TV
show “Toddlers & Tiaras”
to pageant producer Renee
Horvath of Millington. She’ll tell you
it’s nothing like the world she knows.
Twenty years ago at the suggestion of a fellow church member, Horvath started entering her
3-year-old daughter in pageants. She
started with the Little Miss Millington
Pageant and eventually progressed
to national competitions ranging
from natural to “full-glitz” – flashy
pageants that encourage extravagant
dresses, hair extensions and makeup
on girls sometimes as young as a few
months old.
Critics of the industry believe
pageants can be psychologically
damaging, teaching girls to measure
self-worth by their looks. But today,
Horvath’s daughter is happily married. A mother herself, she is also a
singer as well as a dancer. She carries
herself with poise. And she is comfortable in a wide range of social and
professional settings.
“It was fun for her and a very
positive experience,” said Horvath,
who now is a successful producer
of regional and national child/teen
pageants, such as the upcoming annual Froggy Pageant (Feb. 16) in West
Memphis. “It’s nothing like what’s
portrayed on TV.”
Although historic details vary
depending on the source, almost all
accounts agree that pageants have
evoked mixed emotions in America
since their inception. Today, pageants not only are common occurrences, they’ve also evolved into
a viable industry. The most recent
data from the U.S. Department of
Labor show that in 2010, nearly

100,000 people were employed as
pageant directors – a number that
was projected to grow between 7 and
13 percent between 2008 and 2018.
In 2010, pageant directors earned an
average annual salary of $68,400.
In the Mid-South, pageants
such as Miss Memphis, Miss Shelby
County and a number of Princess
and Miss Outstanding Teen competitions keep aspiring beauty queens on
their toes with physical and mental
preparation throughout the year.
And as the industry evolves,
“beauty queen” becomes an increasingly archaic term. Like Horvath,
pageant advocates agree that contestants gain more from the competitions than just a title and a crown.
Pageants strengthen public speaking
skills, boost self-confidence and
teach girls how to set and achieve
goals, say organizers, sponsors and
participants.
Many pageants open doors to
higher education opportunities. For
instance, the historic Miss America
Organization is the largest scholarship program in the country for
young women. On Saturday, Feb. 2,
the annual Miss Collierville Scholarship Pageant, which is part of the
Miss America pageant system, will
give 16 area young women a chance
to win more than $15,000 in scholarships as they compete for the titles
of Miss Collierville 2013 and Miss
Outstanding Teen Collierville 2013.
With those titles comes a significant
amount of social responsibility.
“While there’s a lot of emphasis
on the pageant as a one-day event,
what the public doesn’t see is the
other 364 days where our program
is involved in supporting educa-

tional efforts, encouraging community service and providing young
women with a forum in which to
express their talents, intelligence and
opinions in culture, politics and the
community,” said pageant director
Ed Nelson. Each winner develops
her own community service program
and also serves as an official youth
ambassador for the Town of Collierville Parks, Recreation & Cultural
Arts, the Children’s Miracle Network,
and Volunteer Mid-South.
Like the larger Miss America
Organization, the Miss Collierville
Scholarship Organization is an allvolunteer organization. However, it
takes a village, so to speak, to mentor
a successful pageant contestant.
“What has developed are people
involved and assisting through the
business of pageants,” Nelson said.
“Entrepreneurs, vocal coaches,
personal trainers are just a few of the
types of professionals who use their
talents to assist these young women
in achieving their dreams.”
Mary-Marsha Riley of Memphis is
one of those professionals. A former
Mrs. Tennessee International 2011
and third runner-up in the Mrs. International 2011 pageant, Riley – who
also holds a law degree – now is the
official pageant trainer for a host of
pageants.
“The life skills these girls develop
through pageants are so vital,” said
Riley, who has been competing
in pageants since she was 4. “It’s
all about improving yourself in all
aspects of who you are. These judges
aren’t looking for a particular beauty
ideal. They’re looking for a young
woman who knows who she is and
presents herself well.”
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‘Memphis Enthusiast’ Cynthia Ham
Honored by Advertising Federation
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

P

hrases used to describe Cynthia
Ham at the Thursday, Jan. 24,
American Advertising Federation
Memphis meeting included “the Memphis
enthusiast,” “the art-aholic,” “the hostess/
entertainer,” “a local celebrity” and even “a
pushy broad.”
That’s because Ham, former 15-year
chief public relations officer at archermalmo and now president and CEO of
BRIDGES, was the 2013 recipient of AAF
Memphis’ Silver Medal award – the highest
recognition the advertising organization
presents to one of its own each year.
“I am just truly shocked and amazed
actually,” Ham said. “I never even thought
of myself as a potential nominee even
for this – I didn’t know that PR counted.
I so appreciate this and the recognition
coming from all of you creative folks just
means so, so much.”
Before that acceptance speech, a brief
video was presented to the roomful of the
city’s creative executives at the Holiday
Inn University of Memphis chronicling the
life and accomplishments of the visionary
marketer and Downtown influencer.
Ham grew up in Parkway Village with
her mother, an English professor, and
father, who served in the armed forces. She
would go on to obtain a journalism, advertising and PR degree from the University of Memphis, where she was business
manager with The Daily Helmsman and
also first introduced to John Malmo when
he lectured in her Advertising 101 class.

BRIDGES CEO, former
archer-malmo exec
feted by AAF Memphis
After college, Ham became Libertyland’s first sales director before working
as advertising and promotions manager
for Opryland USA. Malmo then recommended her as the first marketing director
of Mud Island, where she later became
the park’s second general manager in the
early 1980s – a time when Downtown was
a shadow of its present self.
Ham’s next profession was with the
Beale Street Historic District as vice
president of marketing. The entertainment
district was only 15 percent leased at the
time, but Ham organized events and experiential marketing to attract crowds.
Her next stop was in 1987 at Memphis
in May International Festival, where she
spent 10 years as its executive director,
converting the Beale Street Music Festival
into the massive operation that it’s known
as today. During Ham’s stint at Memphis
in May is also when she married board
member Jeff Sanford.
“Prior to Cynthia’s arrival, Memphis in
May was nearly dead,” the video explained.
“Due to her innovation, the festival still
has an enormous economic and cultural
impact on the city.”
Ham left Memphis in May after its 20th

anniversary. While doing some freelance
work, she was asked by Ward Archer to
come head archer-malmo’s PR department. She stayed there for 15 years, and
was among the group of principals that
purchased the agency from its founders in
2001.
It was during her tenure at archermalmo that Ham worked with local and
national clients like Terminix, AutoZone
Corp., Medtronic Inc., Colgate-Palmolive,
Norfolk Southern Corp. and Verizon. She
oversaw and grew the PR team’s service offerings like media relations, international
communication, crisis management and
strategic philanthropy – and launched
archer-malmo’s experiential marketing
practice.
Ham also created a course called Memphis 101 as a way to bring new executive
commerce to the city while also building
relationships with those who have lived in
Memphis for years. Originally developed
as a new business tool for archer-malmo,
Memphis 101 was eventually integrated
into the Leadership Academy’s curriculum.
“I had a glorious 15 years at archermalmo working with my partners and with
the PR and experiential teams,” Ham said.
In 2012, Ham left the city’s oldest and
largest advertising agency to become president and CEO of BRIDGES, a 91-year-old
local nonprofit known for its leadership
work with thousands of Mid-South youth.
Outside of her professional life, Ham
has been involved in civic affairs such as

chairing the openings of Central Station,
the former South Main Arts Fest and the
Cannon Center for Performing Arts. She
even played an integral role in bringing the
Memphis Grizzlies to town.
Boards that Ham serves or has served
on include Beale Street Caravan, the National Civil Rights Museum, the Women’s
Foundation, Methodist Health Systems,
Concerts International, UrbanArt, Memphis Rotary Club, the Memphis Development Foundation, and the Memphis
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. Additionally, Ham is a member of the International
Women’s Forum.
The AAF Silver Medal comes after other
honors bestowed on Ham like the University of Memphis’ Outstanding Journalism
Alumni Award in 1999 and Downtown
Memphis Commission’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2011 – a co-recognition she
shared with her husband, who served as
the redevelopment organization’s president for 12 years prior.
Ham was lured to Thursday’s presentation under the impression that her former
partner and CEO of archer-malmo, Russ
Williams, was the Silver Medal recipient.
“Incredible achievements,” Williams
said of Ham. “I’m inspired by them, and I
hope everybody in the room is inspired.”
Ham is the eighth archer-malmo employee or alumni to win Silver Medal. Past
honorees are Ward Archer Sr., Joan White,
John Malmo, Ward Archer Jr., Ed Bailey,
Michael Thompson and Linda Roberts.

Successful Fundraising is All About Commitment
Part two of a two-part series
Commitment is at the heart of
all successful nonprofit fundraising. It
needs to be developed and sustained. It
starts with the organization’s leadership –
the executive director or CEO, board members as well as leadership level employees
and volunteers. The purpose and vision for
proposed fundraising needs to be carefully
discussed by these parties, ideally through
one-on-one conversations with time for
challenging questions and clear answers.
After individual conversations have occurred, dedicate time during board meetings for group discussion. Invite grappling
with the proposed fundraising initiative,
the asking of questions and the raising of
doubts. Encourage new ideas along with
expressions of enthusiasm or caution. Allocate enough time for a full discussion. As
appropriate, schedule a retreat focused on
fundraising. Many organizations host such

You will also want to gain the support
retreats annually. Others will host a retreat
of your organization’s informal leadership
when planning for a capital campaign
– those stakeholders who have supported
or other fundraising initiative of special
your organization over the years with their
significance. Always leave enough time for
time, money and talent. Ideally you will
all parties to fully understand and commit
talk with major donors,
to a proposed fundraisyour most consistent
ing goal. This is the most
donors, and volunteers,
important fundraising
consultants, and staff as
prerequisite – without
you develop a fundraisfull commitment, there
ing initiative. Remember,
is greater potential for
fundraising requires more
fundraising challenges.
We also suggest the
MEL & Pearl shaw than money. Talking with
executive director set
FUNdraising Good Times your extended leadership will help engage the
aside time for similar
best thinking, involvement, creativity, and
discussions with senior staff. Employees
networks of those closest to your organioften have insights and suggestions that
zation. These individuals can provide ideas
can positively transform fundraising –
and resources that extend beyond those
ideas that may not be accessible to the
you thought of originally.
organization if they are not invited into the
Another thing to remember is that profundraising conversation. A staff retreat
spective donors and funders always ask
may be a good investment of time and
about the involvement of key stakeholdresources.

ers, particularly board members. In fact,
many will shy away from initiatives that do
not have demonstrated internal commitment and engagement. For example, many
foundations explicitly ask about board
giving. They want to know the percentage
of board members who give, total dollars
contributed, and funds raised through the
efforts of board members. The feeling is,
“If those closest to you don’t support the
project, why should we?” For educational
institutions, there is a focus on the rate
of alumni giving, the retention of alumni
donors, and total funds contributed by
alumni. Take the time to engage your leadership before approaching people outside
the organization. Make sure you secure
financial gifts and in-kind resources from
your leadership and top donors before you
solicit others.
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors of
“The Fundraisers Guide to Soliciting Gifts”
now available at Amazon.com.
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Beale Bankruptcy Terms Nearly Done
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

A

federal bankruptcy court judge has
adopted a settlement on the bankruptcy case involving control of the
Beale Street Entertainment District.
But all sides in the legal action will be
reading the fine print of the coming written court order carefully as one part of the
long-running legal drama over the storied
district nears an end.
Federal Bankruptcy Court Judge Jennie Latta, on Wednesday, Jan. 23, adopted
the settlement in the bankruptcy case of
Performa Entertainment, the company
founded by developer John Elkington that
has managed and developed the district
since its reopening in 1983.
And for a second time, Latta rejected
the claim by the Beale Street Development
Corp. that Performa and Elkington owe
the nonprofit entity $6 million in proceeds
from the running of the district.
“It reinforced the fact that we were
never in default,” Elkington said after
Wednesday’s hearing.
The decision was a major victory for
Performa and the city of Memphis, which
had already worked out the general terms
of Performa’s departure as manager and
developer of the three-block entertainment district. The bankruptcy filing was

part of the deal.
Elkington said the bottom line of the
settlement is he gets approximately $2.2
million in commissions and legal fees
total. That is roughly the amount Elkington said he offered to end his involvement
in the district during the administration
of Mayor Willie Herenton. But Herenton
went from seeking a negotiated end that
Elkington wanted to playing hardball in a
Shelby County Chancery Court case that is
still pending.
The land and buildings on Beale Street
between Second and Fourth streets, with
the exception of the building at 310 Beale
St., are owned by the city of Memphis.
Under terms of a long-term lease that
began in 1982, the city leased the district
to Beale Street Development, which in
turn subleased to what became Performa
Entertainment.
What remains is the Chancery Court
lawsuit with Elkington and Performa no
longer part of the litigation between the
city and Beale Street Development.
While that lawsuit is separate from the
bankruptcy proceedings, City Attorney
Herman Morris said Latta’s ruling on the $6
million dispute likely means an end soon
to the Chancery Court lawsuit.

“That takes a lot of wind, it seems to
me, out of a lot of the arguments in Chancery Court,” Morris said the day after Latta
adopted the settlement. “We can argue
for years, but we’re obviously not arguing
about $6 million.”
Meanwhile, Latta scrapped the way the
city of Memphis has been paying the legal
expenses of Performa Entertainment.
Memphis Mayor A C Wharton Jr. announced a settlement in 2010 between
the city and Performa of the three-way
Chancery Court lawsuit. As part of that
settlement, $420,000 in legal bills Performa
and Elkington had at that point from the
dispute were to be paid by the Beale Street
Merchants Association in the form of rent
credits the city gave to businesses in the
district.
It was a key part of the terms that allowed Wharton to say no money would be
exchanged between Performa and the city
in the settlement.
Latta ruled Wednesday that the city can
no longer use the rent credits to pay what
it owes Performa for its legal expenses
because that is money that should flow to
the Beale Street Development.
Morris said an alternative can be
worked out.

“That was already baked into the agreement,” he said. “The rent credits, such as
they are, will be addressed in a way that
will not negatively impact any money that
is due to the BSDC.”
Elkington said the change should be
easy to work out.
“They can use the money that goes
to them,” he said referring to the income
that flows to the city of Memphis through
BSDC. “That’s a possibility. They can’t use
the gross income.”
Elkington and Morris said it might take
longer to resolve the separate deal in which
Elkington and Performa leased Handy Park
from the city. The city later contested the
lease. Meanwhile, Elkington was already
personally on the hook for a loan to make
changes to the park.
“They still have to relieve us of that
liability,” Elkington said as he expressed
confidence an agreement can be worked
out. “Quite honestly, I’ve told them that I
think they should want to keep control of
the park. Why would you give up control of
the park?”
Morris was also confident that with
other parts of the case close to resolution
that an agreement on the park lease will
fall into place.

JOIN US WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH
from 3PM to 4:30PM as we review all of our report features and tools for Shelby County including:
DETAILED PROPERTY PROFILE REPORT
MAPPED SALES COMPARABLES TOOL
NEW NEIGHBORHOOD PROFILE REPORT
FORECLOSURE EFFECT REPORT,
LOCAL MARKET TRENDS REPORTS
AND MUCH MORE!
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901-528-5273 or email wendy@chandlerreports.com.

Unbiased real estate data you can trust.
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Opera Memphis
Becoming ‘Test Lab’
For Larger Companies
JONATHAN DEVIN | Special to The Memphis News

Jason Lee / EMBA Class of 2013
CFO, Orion Federal Credit Union

I

n the middle of what might be its most
experimental season yet, Opera Memphis is attracting curious on-lookers in
companies around the country.
This week’s production of “Elixir of
Love” will also involve the kind of imaginative setting that is garnering Opera Memphis’ reputation for innovation.
“What we are becoming is a test lab for
a lot of the business model innovations
that much larger companies are trying
to do,” said Ned Canty, director of Opera
Memphis. “From the business perspective
we really are out-innovating much larger
companies and we’re getting national attention for what we are trying.”
Canty noted that the company was
the subject of an article in Opera America
magazine, which covered the “30 Days of
Opera” in the fall, a month of unexpected
pop-up opera events across Shelby County,
and the upcoming Midtown Opera Festival.
“This is something that has picked up
a lot of steam,” Canty said. “A lot of my colleagues from other companies are coming
to look at the model and see if it’s a model
that might work for them in their cities.”
He’s also heard of larger-scale versions
of the 30 days of opera taking place in
Chicago.
“Elixir of Love” takes the stage at the
Germantown Performing Arts Centre Saturday, Feb. 2, and Tuesday, Feb. 5.
Written by Gaetano Donizetti, the plot
is filled with fast-paced romantic comedies
of error. Nemorino, a Basque peasant, is
in love with Adina, an educated young
woman whose family wealth puts her out
of his class.
But when the two are together, both
stubbornly refuse to admit their feelings.
Instead, Adina flirts with the swaggering soldier, Sgt. Belcore, and unwittingly
becomes his fiancee.
Meanwhile, Nemorino turns for help to
the traveling salesman Dr. Dulcamara, who
sells him a regular bottle of wine, which
he claims is the Elixir of Love. His subsequent drunkenness doesn’t help his suit for
Adina’s love.
“It’s hard to make a really good romantic comedy that also has heart, that has
people who are human and the mistakes
they make are mistakes we’ve all made –
namely being stubborn,” said Canty, who
is directing the show.
“I love how immediately modern it
feels in terms of the mistakes they make
and the lessons they learn.”
The opera features tenor Brendan Tuohy as Nemorino and soprano Sarah Shafer
as Adina, along with Ricardo Lugo as the
mysterious snake oil seller, Dr. Dulcamara.
That image wasn’t lost on Canty, who
decided to stage the opera in the Old West,
cowboy hats, lassos and spurs included.

The Best Never Settle for Second Best
For your Executive MBA, choose the only business school in Memphis
fully accredited by AACSB International — the premier accrediting agency
for business schools worldwide. Our fall-to-fall EMBA program has
developed the area’s best executive talent for over three decades —
enrolling could be your best move toward achieving your career goals.
To learn more, join us for an information session.
Thursday, February 7, 2013, 5:30–6:30 p.m.
Fogelman College of Business and Economics, Room 385
RSVP to emba@memphis.edu or 901.678.4866.

Fogelman College
of Business & Economics
memphis.edu/emba
Photo: sarahshafersoprano.com

Sarah Shafer performs as Adina in “Elixir
of Love” at the Germantown Performing
Arts Centre on Feb. 2 and Feb. 5.

“You can think of it as a ‘spaghetti western,’” said Canty, referring to the genre of
Italian-made Western movies. “The Italians
have always loved our Old West mythology.
“It means shifting the action forward
30 or 40 years. But when you get into
these small towns where the town is run
by one person who owns all the land and
everybody works for that person, that’s a
template that works in a lot of periods and
places.”
The production will be followed by a
Western hoot-n-nanny complete with Old
Western grub, square dancing, and music
by the Side Street Steppers.
Opera Memphis’ last production, “La
Boheme,” was preceded by a similar outdoor festival with artists, acrobats and food
to help get the audience into the spirit.
“It made us start late because we
couldn’t get people to go in and see the
show,” Canty said.
Both nights of “La Boheme” sold out,
and Canty is optimistic that “Elixir” will sell
out as well as the company is still riding
high on popularity following the 30 Days
of Opera.
“(30 Days) went so far beyond our
expectations that we’re still trying to figure
out how to encompass all of it,” Canty said.
“We reached more than 25,000 people. It
multiplied our community footprint.
“We’re still seeing the positive impacts
now and I think next year it will be even
bigger and better. It was a game-changer in
terms of helping us shift some of the negative associations people had with opera.”
This season’s final production, the
Midtown Opera Festival at Playhouse on
the Square, will showcase four modern
chamber operas.
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Crosstown
Arts is
developing
four new
storefronts
totaling
several thousand square
feet near
the Sears
Crosstown
Building. The
nonprofit
arts organization is
relocating to
the space at
422 N. Cleveland St.

Creative Space
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

B

y the time Crosstown Arts occupies
space in the 1.5 million-squarefoot Sears Crosstown building,
it will have completed a solid test run of
promoting arts-based community and
economic development in Midtown.
That’s because the nonprofit arts organization will soon relocate to 422 N. Cleveland St. across from the Sears building.
Crosstown Arts will have a 1,400-squarefoot exhibition and gallery space to curate
art shows for one month at a time in the
front, with its offices in the back.
Crosstown Arts initially served as an
incubator of ideas for repurposing the
85-year-old art deco Sears Crosstown
building at 495 N. Watkins St. into a “vertical urban village” that includes art, education, health and wellness.
Crosstown Arts’ current 427 N. Watkins
St. address will become the new home of
the Sears development project – a team
that involves more than 20 members
and consultants like Kemmons Wilson’s
McLean Wilson, LRK Inc.’s Frank Ricks and
Universal Commercial Real Estate LLC’s
Darrell Cobbins.
Artist Christopher Miner, who cofounded Crosstown Arts with Todd

Richardson in 2009, said the Cleveland
storefront is a small-scale example of what
could be to come.
“We knew that we wanted to have a
physical presence in the neighborhood
while the Sears project was under way,”
Miner said.
In the gallery, Crosstown Arts has committed to bringing shows from outside
of Memphis and also putting on shows
of local artists. Miner asked Jay Gorney, a
longtime powerhouse in the New York art
scene who runs Mitchell-Inness & Nash,
to be on the board for Crosstown Arts and
specifically provide support for the gallery
space.
“Having him as a connection with different artists and galleries that we might
want to have shows of, Jay is a great contact to have,” Miner said. “We know that
we want there to be a gallery in the Sears
building, and so this is kind of like the first
incarnation of what that Crosstown gallery
would be like.”
Next door at 430 N. Cleveland, Crosstown Arts is building out a multidisciplinary, community-programmed space
for performances and exhibitions. Artist
Yvonne Bobo’s new studio and Visible
Community Music School will have storefronts on Cleveland as well.
Grinder, Taber Grinder Inc. is finishing
the construction of the four 8,000-square-

Photo: Lance Murphey

foot bays for an anticipated mid-February
opening of all three users.
“With Yvonne Bobo’s studio being in
the space, part of why that’s important to
us is we want working artists in the neighborhood so that we can collaborate with
them on workshops and classes for artists
at different levels of expertise,” Miner said.
“In the (Sears) building, that would take
the shape of an artist residency program
that would have local and non-local artists
having studio space.”
If this phase of Cleveland storefronts
goes well for Visible Community Music
School, the nonprofit hopes to eventually
have a spot in the Sears building as well.
Founded in 2011, the Visible Music College
entity provides private lessons, group lessons and after-school programs to about
75 kids per week.
“We try to take what happens as far
as music training goes, what happens at

the college, and make it accessible for the
community,” said director Sawyer Schafbuch. “It’s mainly dealing with children
and high schoolers with aspects of music
such as teaching technique, theory and
repertoire. Those three things combine
into an education.”
Visible Community Music School rents
space in Livelink Memphis in CooperYoung and holds sessions and events at
the Fogelman Downtown YMCA and The
Neighborhood School in Binghampton.
Schafbuch said the Cleveland storefront
is a central location to all of the different
satellite locations the group goes to.
“When you show up at our recitals, it’s
just a total mix. We represent almost every
demographic in Memphis, and a lot of
those demographics can be represented in
that Cleveland area,” he said. “It’s exciting
for me because of all of the different types
of people that connect there.”
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Pinnacle Departure Brings Office Challenge
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

Headquarters move
leaves gaping hole in
Downtown sector

P

innacle Airlines Corp.’s relocation
of its Memphis headquarters to
Minneapolis by May should have
long-term leasing effects on the Downtown office market.
The regional air carrier occupied
170,000 square feet on floors 2 though 14
of One Commerce Square, 40 S. Main St.
The current occupancy of the 29-story,
399,350-square-foot office tower is 77
percent, and will drop to 38 percent when
Pinnacle and its 500 employees vacate.
In 2011, a total of 65,440 square feet
was leased in Downtown, according to
Bentley Pembroke, vice president with
Cushman & Wakefield/ Commercial Advisors Asset Services LLC. One Commerce
Square accounted for 65 percent of this
total – more absorption than all other
Downtown buildings combined.
“Obviously, nobody’s excited to lose
your anchor tenant, Pinnacle Airlines,
but what we’ve got going forward is newly
renovated, current space with new build-

ing standard finishes, fully sprinklered
office space for Downtown, which is pretty
rare,” Pembroke said.
“We also have a couple of floors that
Pinnacle’s giving back. We had the opportunity to do multitenant, put in common area corridors, cater to the 3,000- to
10,000-foot user, as well as market the
space as a contiguous, 170,000-foot block,
which is very unique in the market. We
also have the capability to do anything
from 13,000 to 50,000 to 75,000 feet.”
One Commerce Square’s ownership group, Memphis Commerce Square
Partners LLC, has invested more than $20
million in the landmark Downtown tower
since its $7.5 million purchase in 2010.
Improvements specific to Pinnacle were $8
million, said partner Gary Prosterman.
“We do have a very reasonable basis in
the building,” Prosterman said. “We’ve had
a lot of our key tenants renew their leases
since we acquired the building, we have
redone their spaces as well. Gerber/Taylor
renewed and has a new space, law firm
Harris Shelton, same thing. Our tenants
that are there I think are very stable and
they know the building is stable.”
The Downtown Memphis Commission
worked tirelessly two years ago to bring

“

What you have now are
2011 improvements
in those spaces, so
they’re market ready.”
– Ron Kastner

CB Richard Ellis Memphis

Pinnacle Downtown to occupy the majority of the not-so-long-ago dark tower. Paul
Morris, DMC president, said Pinnacle’s departure opens up a lot more office supply
Downtown and doesn’t necessarily change
the demand.
“Anytime you have an over-supply
of something and not enough demand,
you’re going to hurt the economics of the
deal,” Morris said. “So if you’re trying to fill
space with one of these other competing
properties, as was challenging as it once
was, now you have to compete with some
Class A office space at One Commerce
Square that has got a real attractive price
point.”

Ron Kastner, senior vice president with
CB Richard Ellis Memphis, said any new
product is competition. CBRE leases and/
or manages Downtown office towers 50
Peabody Place, 88 Union Center, Brinkley
Plaza, Pembroke Square and the Tower at
Peabody Place.
“I view that space as being new inventory, meaning that 18 months ago when
it was NBC SunTrust space it was unimproved, or at least it was 1972 improvements,” Kastner said. “What you have now
are 2011 improvements in those spaces, so
they’re market ready, whereas before they
were not.”
Ron Riley, senior vice president with
Colliers International Asset Services, said
the Pinnacle situation is “a horrific blow
for Downtown as it will have a ripple effect
on the landscape.”
“Over the last four years, Downtown
has averaged approximately 40,000 square
feet of positive absorption and that includes the Pinnacle move in 2010,” Riley
said, citing Xceligent data. “When you
back that out, the absorption dwindles to
nothing.
“To backfill 170,000 based on the historical numbers is going to take a very long
time,” Riley added.
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Ravens’ Cox Long Snaps Way
Into Anonymity
DON WADE | Special to The Memphis News

2005 ECS graduate and Baltimore Ravens long snapper has one of the most thankless jobs in the
National Football League – but he gets to shine as part of the Super Bowl

“

T

here’s more than one way to reach
the big game.
For Briarcrest Christian School
graduate Michael Oher, his journey was
storybook and he’ll start on the offensive
line for the Baltimore Ravens on Sunday,
Feb. 3, when they play the San Francisco
49ers at the Superdome in New Orleans.
Morgan Cox’s path here was not the
stuff of books and movies – or even many
newspaper articles. Cox, a 2005 graduate
of Evangelical Christian School, walked
on at the University Tennessee as a long
snapper. He then made the Ravens’ 2010
roster as an undrafted free agent.
“I remember seeing (Oher) the first
time, in the ECS gym (Oher also played
basketball) and I looked across the gym
and it was like, ‘I gotta go against that
guy?’” Cox said. “But it’s amazing the
passion we both have and that we ended
up in the same place. I love Mike and he’s

Whenever a coach would
say, ‘who can long snap?’
I’d raise my hand at the
beginning of the season
and it just progressed from
there.”
– Morgan Cox

Baltimore Ravens long snapper

been a great friend to me from the day I
set foot in the Ravens’ complex.”
Oher, of course, played at Ole Miss
and was the subject of the book “The

Blind Side,” by Michael Lewis, and the
movie of the same name. Oher’s NFL
destiny was assumed for some time. Likewise, there seems little doubt that another
ECS graduate, All-American offensive
lineman Barrett Jones – he of three national championships with Alabama – is
headed to the NFL.
But long snapping is perhaps the most
specialized of jobs, the task as anonymous as it is necessary – unless and until
something goes horribly wrong.
“There’s a lot of guys that go up there
and try to be long snappers,” said Jim
Heinz, who coached Cox and Jones at ECS
and is now Briarcrest’s Middle School athletic director and the defensive coordinator for the high school’s varsity. “It doesn’t
take but one or two little mess-ups, not
hitting the punter’s or the holder’s hands
just right, and they’re not going to be
there very long.”

Cox became a long snapper the way
most of them do: when he proved he
could do it and others couldn’t. For him,
that moment came when he was playing
youth football in Collierville. He recalls
his first attempts weren’t so good, but
after a little coaching from his father he
improved and the years that followed a
familiar scenario played out.
“Whenever a coach would say, ‘who
can long snap?’ I’d raise my hand at the
beginning of the season and it just progressed from there,” Cox said.
He makes it sound almost easy, but
in the NFL no one wants to hear about a
long snapper’s pain. So late in the 2010
season when he tore his ACL in a game at
Cleveland, he played on and snapped on
three punts, two field goals and two extrapoints even though he could not block or
run normally.
Even now Cox doesn’t talk about

Time for Pastner to Ease Up on PDA with C-USA
Josh Pastner adores
Conference USA. If he were to put this
sentiment to music, he would pick up a
guitar and sing C-USA-inspired tributes
such as “Hard to Love” and “You Don’t
Know Her Like I Do.” As it is, he will send
Valentine’s Day roses and chocolates
to the league’s administrative offices in
Irving, Texas.
I’m kidding but, well, not really. Like
you, I’ve listened and rolled my eyes at
Pastner’s platitudes about the league.
I’ve understood from day one that, at
some level, as basketball coach at the
University of Memphis, it would be crazy
for Pastner to do anything other than attempt to build up a league that lies in so
much RPI rubble.
As of Tuesday, Jan. 29, www.realtimerpi.com had C-USA as the 11th
league in the land.
But the closer you look at the 12
members of the conference, the worse
the view becomes. Southern Miss had
the top RPI at 40, Memphis was 49th
and UTEP 66th. The other nine schools
were north of 100 and five of them were
ranked from 173 (UAB) to 309 (Rice).

THE PRESS BOX

DON WADE

This doesn’t scream “at-large bid” to the
NCAA Tournament Selection Committee.
But to be fair, there are 20 conferences rated lower than C-USA. On the
other hand, the SEC is ranked eighth and
is superior to C-USA top to bottom. Yet
the SEC is routinely bashed for how weak
it is in a year in which defending national
champion Kentucky is still trying to write
a resume that is NCAA-worthy.
None of this, of course, bridles Pastner’s passion. A couple of snippets from
the coach a few days after a one-point
win over a Marshall team that lost its
previous game by 56 points:
“I had multiple people after the game
(say), ‘that is the best 2-2 team in league
play or 9-11 team that I’ve seen in a long
time.’ They are dangerous.”
And …

“Marshall has good players and
that’s what it is throughout Conference
USA. It’s just the league doesn’t get the
respect it deserves. It’s a great league.
I’ll keep pounding my fist on the scorer’s
table, my head on the wall, and hopefully
people will hear me eventually about
Conference USA.”
More likely, the coach will end up
with a headache and sore knuckles. If
he wants to make the case for Marshall,
or any team, having some good players,
fine. If he wants to say the league gets a
bum rap, at some level he’s right if only
because there are worse leagues out
there.
But when he gets wound up and calls
C-USA a “great league” he loses judge
and jury.
The worst part is, with the Tigers
clearly the most talented team in the
conference, the only way for other teams
to back up the coach’s case is by beating
Memphis. Meantime, if the Tigers run
the table it’s proof the league is devoid of
any real competition. It’s a classic no-win
situation.
Yet I marvel at Pastner’s commit-

ment to the cause, especially given that
next season the Tigers will be playing
in some version of the Big East. He’s
perhaps the only coach on the planet
who could pledge allegiance to C-USA
Commissioner Britton Banowsky and
have it sound genuine.
“I love the conference,” Pastner said.
“I love the administration in the conference. Britton’s a friend, Judy MacLeod,
associate commissioner, all the way
down to Courtney Morrison Archer (one
of several assistant commissioners)
… everybody in there. They’re all good
people. I’m a loyal guy, so I got their
back.”
Commendable, even kinda sweet.
But come Valentine’s Day the coach
also might want to send some roses and
chocolates north – to the NCAA offices
in Indianapolis.
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. He and Jon Albright host the
“Jon & Don Show” on Sports 56 AM and
87.7 FM from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays
through Fridays.
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what he did – he won the Ravens’ courage award that off-season for his on-field
toughness and off-the-field charity work –
but rather how others reached out to him
and helped him through his rehab. That
jibes with the kid ECS Head of School
Bryan Miller remembers.
“He is quality through and through,”
Miller said.
He now not only shares a locker
room with Oher, but future Hall-of-Fame
linebacker Ray Lewis and quarterback
Joe Flacco. Cox calls the latter a “cool cat”
and says of Lewis’ speeches to the team,
“When he talks, everybody obviously
stops.”
But back at ECS, it is Cox who is the
big deal. On Friday, Feb. 1, faculty and
students were to wear black and purple
in honor of Cox and the Ravens – the
“brainchild,” Miller says, of alumni director Karen Jamison.
There’s also a video on the website,
www.ecseagles.com, that pays tribute to
Cox, No. 46 in your program and clearly
first in the hearts of those who know him
best.
“I’ve always liked San Francisco,”
Heinz admitted, “but you can’t pull
against guys you coached, or coached
against. So I’m pulling for the Ravens and
he’ll do his job. I’ve got all the confidence
in the world Morgan will have a great
day.”
An anonymous day.

Photo: Courtesy of Baltimore Ravens

He doesn’t get the publicity of other players – including fellow Memphian Michael Oher – but Baltimore Ravens long snapper Morgan Cox, a 2005 graduate of Evangelical Christian School, gets his shot at a Super Bowl ring on Sunday.

www.thememphisnews.com

18 February 1-7, 2013

COV E R STO Ry

FillingtheVoids

L

Story by SARAH BAKER

ast year was a banner year for
adaptive reuse projects in Midtown and Downtown.
Developers announced
plans for the Sears Crosstown
building, Overton Square,
Hotel Chisca, James Lee House
and old United Warehouse in
the South Main Historic Arts
District. Construction began on
The Pyramid, turning it into a
220,000-square-foot mega-Bass Pro Shop Outdoor World,
and Memphis in May moved into its new headquarters at
56 S. Front St., a 14,600-square-foot building that’s on the
National Register of Historic Places.
Several old Downtown warehouses kicked off redevelopment in 2012 – including the Printer’s Alley Lofts and
The Cabinet Shop apartments on South Front and the former Blue Light Studio on Union Avenue, while Van Vleet at
Second and Gayoso wrapped up its massive renovation.
Still, gluts of properties remain vacant eyesores citywide. Some 180 blighted assets ranging from historic skyscrapers to abandoned lots have been identified from the
Downtown Memphis Commission alone since it ramped

up its anti-blight initiative in April 2011.
“We’ve got a fairly decent-sized list of properties that
we’ve worked on – had results on several, are in progress
on several and have been frustrated by others,” said DMC
president Paul Morris. “There’s a different level of attention that we’re paying to properties based on what we
think are the highest priorities and what we think can
make a difference.”
The DMC is a redevelopment agency with a mission of
generating more demand to live, work and play Downtown. Morris said blight is one of the top three concerns of
the 38103 ZIP code, and is directly correlated to the “work”
component.
“The biggest reason we have blight in Downtown is
not bad property owners, it’s not lack of regulation, attention and enforcement by us or the city,” Morris said. “The
biggest reason is there’s not enough demand to drive up
rent rates and property rates to justify putting more product online. If we could get more office users Downtown,
then more of these buildings in the core especially could
be redeveloped.”
The anti-blight effort is aimed at increasing the cost
of holding blight and decreasing the cost of developing.
Attorney Steve Barlow, hired by the DMC for the legal

1. Hotel Chisca

2. Sterick Building

One of the
properties in the
DMC’s initial
anti-blight effort
that was a very
high priority for
the organization,
Hotel Chisca is
where Elvis Presley
was first played
on Dewey Phillips’ “Red, Hot and
Blue” radio show
from the building’s
WHBQ studio in
1954.
The eight-story,
100-year-old hotel was
finally purchased by
Main Street Partners LLC
for $900,000 in October
from the Church of God
in Christ. Main Street
Partners – made up of
Gary Prosterman, Terry
Lynch, Gail Schledwitz
and J.W. Gibson – plans to
pump more than $20 million in renovations into
the 292,000-square-foot
historic hotel to convert
it into 151 market-rate
apartments and 5,400
square feet of retail space
on the ground floor.
“We’re going to be
upscale market-rate
apartments,” Prosterman

The 29-story Sterick
Building was built in
1929 and was the tallest
structure in the region
for several decades. The
350,883-square-foot
Gothic-style office building is on the National
Register of Historic Places
but has stood
vacant since the
1980s. It’s also been
on the DMC’s list of
top redevelopment
sites for at least
seven years.
Niles Grosvenor
leased his singlefamily house and
the land around it
where the Sterick
now stands on May
1, 1926, for 99 years.
The deal was to
keep the property
in good working
order, save normal
wear and tear, and turn
the keys back over to the
Grosvenor family at the
end of term. The 99-yearlease ends in 2025 for
current owner New Yorkbased AXA Equitable Life
Insurance Co.
Morris said the Sterick
not having a sole property
owner complicates its

272 S. Main St.

8 S. Third St.

said. “We’re going after
the Downtown workforce,
as well as young people
that just want the urban
lifestyle.”
The city is spending $2 million on blight
remediation of Hotel
Chisca; Main Street
Partners is spearheading
the remaining investment and recruitment of
private equity to conduct
the extensive rehab. Hotel
Chisca is expected to
break ground in May for
the 16-month project.

fate, but it’s also positive
because there are two
entities under the law to
hold responsible for the
building. The real challenge is its size, which
would make renovation
very expensive – and
that’s if there’s a plan for
its highest and best use.
“If you turn it into all
office, there’s not enough

demand, so you couldn’t
get enough rent in return,” Morris said. “The
apartment market is as
hot as it’s ever been, but if
you’re talking about turning an entire huge Sterick
Building into apartments,
that would be difficult at
the current rent rates to
get your return.”

components of its anti-blight strategy, defines blighted
property as “almost certainly vacant and in its current
condition, uninhabitable.”
That means there is no capacity to plug in, turn on
power or electrical, and that significant work would be
required to get the property even to the basic level of occupancy.
“There’s no right under the city ordinances to hold
a property indefinitely boarded up,” Barlow said. “If we
do nothing or very little to hold owners to that standard,
the owners get a free pass, save money and the buildings
continue to deteriorate.”
Barlow said a single-blighted vacancy has a direct
negative value impact on properties within a minimum of
a half-mile radius. The take away, he said, is that blight is
not just an eyesore but a drain on the city’s tax base.
“It’s causing harm to all of the other owners nearby,”
Barlow said. “In a state like Tennessee where local property taxes are the main source of revenue, a vacancy when
it gets out of control can be devastating because the value
of the property goes down, meaning the tax collections go
down.”
Here’s a list of eight blighted properties that could see
movement in 2013:

3. Hickman Building
240 Madison Ave.

Another long-time
vacant structure in
Downtown where the
DMC is working with
the property owner to
encourage development
is the Hickman Building.
The concrete steel building with terracotta tile
façade was built in 1925
by a group of doctors as
the Medical Arts Building and was later bought
by cotton broker Francis
Hickman. It became a
multi-tenant office building until the 1980s when it
was vacated.
The 99,159-squarefoot Hickman and its
attached
two-story
parking garage
are owned in
a family trust
overseen by
Chris Agee. His
group bought
it in 1993 when
talks of the city
razing it surfaced following
fire damage to
its upper deck.
“I didn’t
want them to
tear it down,”
Agee said.

“It’s part of our history. I
wanted to help it as much
as I could.”
The late Gothic Revival structure is on the
Historic Register, thus
is eligible for historic
tax credits, and it also
qualifies for a tax freeze.
Agee said he’s soliciting a
joint venture partner to
develop the Hickman into
a mixed-use apartment
community with one, two
and three bedrooms that
could be converted into
condominiums within the
next five to 10 years.
“There used to be 50
buildings Downtown that
could be made into apartments and now there’s
just a handful,” Agee said.
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Stakeholders look to redevelop
handful of city’s numerous empty eyesores
5. Jefferson Plaza

7. Old Holiday Inn

This 105,564-square-foot
office building was built in
1954 at the southeast corner
of Jefferson and Second
Street. The DMC filed suit
against property owner
Adam Airman in February 2012, claiming it and
adjoining properties at 62 N.
Second St. and 66 N. Second
were a public nuisance. But
Morris said the DMC “subsequently began working
cooperatively” with Airman,
reached a settlement agreement and dismissed the
lawsuit a few months later.
The Downtown parking
garage attached to the 147
Jefferson Ave. building is
being demolished, the first of
many steps Airman is taking
to redevelop its adjacent
12-story masonry office
building for a proposed
mixed-use facility. Airman,
an affiliate broker with Dan
Stewart Realtors’ Commercial Division who bought the
property in February 2011,
envisions the building to
include office space and possibly senior housing within
the next five years.
“What I have in mind is
for the building to be ground
floor and the first floor
support the courts … bail
bond, lawyers, maybe mail
companies like UPS or FedEx
to support the court activities because they need a lot
of that in the area,” Airman
said. “And the upper floors,
I’m thinking apartments for
seniors maybe and people
over 50 that would like to
live Downtown. There will
be a (new) parking garage
and maybe some activity on
the top floor for restaurants,
weddings, whatever.”

Restoring this 12-story,
long-vacant structure near
Pauline in the Memphis
Medical Center is expected
to cost Memphis Bioworks
Foundation about $26
million. The nonprofit is
working to renovate the old
Holiday Inn building into
a mixed-use facility with
apartments and a hotel – in
which InterContinental
Hotel Groups is interested in
branding.
“Even in the best of
times, money for a hotel
is some of the hardest to
raise, but it’s even more difficult today,” said Brandon
Wellford, Memphis Bioworks
chief financial officer and director of real estate. “But the
multifamily today is one of
the easiest things to finance.
We’re hoping by combining
those two together, it takes
away a little bit of a risk by
having the multifamily component.”
Welford said multifamily would help satisfy a huge
need for housing in the
Medical Center, as many of
the district’s neighboring
apartment communities
have 90-day waiting lists.
“Any time anything turns,
it’s immediately leased,”
Wellford said. “With all the
thousands of people and
students that are right here
in the Medical Center, they
have no place to live, except
for going all the way Downtown or out East or in some
other Midtown apartments.”

147 Jefferson Ave.

4. Nylon Net Building
7 Vance Ave.

Memphis native and
California resident Dana
Gabrion bought the
186,263-square-foot warehouse in March 2011 for
$110,000. It was built in 1907
in what is now the heart of a
residential area overlooking
Tom Lee Park and the Mississippi River. The building is
in the stabilization phase, as
Gabrion tackles its caved-in
roof in the rear, removing
water and mold, and getting
it placed on the Historic
Register. Gabrion said she
“would make an immediate
profit by razing it and selling
the historic brick,” but that
“would be tragic.”
Gabrion recently
completed a rehab of the
Cherokee Arms Apartments
in Midtown and hopes to get
“heavy into the idea phase”
for Nylon Net later this year.
She envisions a combination
of apartment and hotel that
could “help be catalyst for a
renaissance for the arts community in Memphis.”
“If I had all of the money
in the world, my dream
would be to make it into a
loft-style hotel that preserves
all of the old natural brick –
the inside has beautiful brick
arches – and wood floors,”
Gabrion said. “On top, it’s
five stories in some areas and
three in some – that was due
to a fire in the ’50s or ’60s.
My idea would be to build
up that area in more glass
and steel. They do this a lot
in Rome where they sort of
incorporate the historic with
modern – almost like Victorian and Edwardian combined
with modern steampunk.”
Gabrion plans to tear
down the two-story 1970s
brick addition to Nylon Net,
convert it into parking initially and eventually perhaps
add on much smaller tower.

969 Madison Ave.

6. French Quarter
Suites Hotel
2144 Madison Ave.

Built in 1984 at the
northeast corner of Cooper
and Madison next to Overton Square, this 103-room
hotel has been vacant since
July 2008. After a contract
from two local partners to
transform the 77,866-squarefoot structure into a Comfort
Suites fell through last year,
the original ownership group
including Ron Kirkpatrick and Don Pemberton
remains.
But Mohamad Hakimian,
owner in The Madison hotel
Downtown and CEO of Unison Hotel Co. Inc., recently
completed a feasibility study
for converting the French
Quarter into a luxury boutique hotel. His group is “at
the stage of raising capital”
for the four-story building.
“The hotel – we’re one
developer short for either a
hotel or multifamily redevelopment there,” said Bob
Loeb, president of Loeb
Properties Inc., the local real
estate firm shelling out $19
million to redevelop Overton
Square. “There are several
people in pursuit of that
right now, would love to see
something in motion in the
next six months there.”

8. The Artisan Hotel/
Country Hearth Inn &
Suites
1837 Union Ave.

This property at the
southwest corner of Union
and South McLean has
housed many hotels since
its construction in 1968,
most notably a Ramada Inn
and Holiday Inn. The owner
of the 164,969-square-foot
hotel, unoccupied since
November 2010, is Integrated
Financial Associates Inc., a
Las Vegas-based mortgage
brokerage group.
While this property’s fate
may not be as an adaptive
reuse, as the rest of this list
indicates, market sources
have reported rumors of
Fresh Market looking to
locate to this prime Midtown
corner.
Tony Westmoreland,
listing agent on the building
with One Source Commercial, confirmed that it’s been
under contract since last fall
and that there’s “a 99.9 percent possibility” that the prospective buyer demolishes it.
The $2.5 million price, which
includes the old hotel and its
connected 1835 Union office
building, is expected to close
in March.
“We’ve had a lot of people
that were interested in doing
something with it, but there
was only really one company that was persistent,”
Westmoreland said. “I don’t
think it’s going to be anything that’s going to have a
negative impact in Midtown.
I think everybody’s going to
really embrace what’s going
to happen there.”
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Bishop Byrne Will Close in Spring,
Merge With Memphis Catholic
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

M

emphis Catholic Bishop J. Terry
Steib likens the coming changes in two well-known Catholic
schools with long histories to a nova.
“Later this spring we will reshape
Memphis Catholic High School and Bishop Byrne High School into one entity,”
Steib said in a recorded announcement
Thursday, Jan. 24, as the closing of Bishop
Byrne at the end of the current school
year was announced. “Like the stars of
the universe – a nova that implodes creates more stars – Memphis Catholic and
Bishop Byrne have reached their peaks
and will now help to build a model diocesan school. The best of Bishop Byrne and
Memphis Catholic will be used to create
the new star.”
While Bishop Byrne closes, there also
will be changes at Memphis Catholic,
which in recent years stemmed a drop

in enrollment with the “Education That
Works” program.
The school has a fee for service contract with employers who provide jobs
for the students. The employer agrees to
put up $20,000 per job. Each job is held
by four students and each student on the
team works five days a month, one day a
week, rotating on Fridays. The breakdown
amounts to $5,000 toward each student’s
tuition, or approximately 66 percent of
the amount.
Catholic Schools superintendent
Janet Donato said the program will be
expanded at Catholic High but that the
school will also expand in terms of its
college preparatory curriculum including dual enrollment that gives students
college credit.
The revamped Catholic High School
plans include an upgrade in technology
and its extracurricular activities including
sports.
Steib said “Education That Works” will
be “adjusted to give students on the job

experience while maximizing academic
experiences.”
Catholic High and Bishop Byrne have
about the same number of students
across a grades 7-12 structure. Catholic
High has 190, according to principal Nick
Green while Bishop Byrne has 170, according to Donato.
But the Bishop Byrne facility had
higher maintenance needs than Memphis
Catholic.
Donato termed the changes at both
schools “a strategic initiative” but also
acknowledged closing a school is always a
difficult decision.
In her career as an educator, Donato
taught at two local Catholic schools that
were closed. The decision to close Bishop
Byrne comes during her first full month
on the job since she was selected as the
permanent successor as superintendent
to Dr. Mary McDonald.
Bishop Byrne opened as a grade 9-12
high school in 1965 when Whitehaven was
still part of the unincorporated county.

M AS T E R YO U R M A R K E T:
A S E M I -A N N UA L S E M I N A R S E R I ES O N S H E L BY C O U N T Y R E A L ES TAT E T R E N D S

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2013
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM
HOLIDAY INN-UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
OVERTON ROOM

A N DY R A I N ES

E R I C BA R N ES

reserve your seat today!
call 901-528-5273 or email
wendy@chandlerreports.com

The high school grew to several hundred
students as Whitehaven grew. The school
also benefited from a 1970 consolidation
of Catholic schools and racial integration efforts. So did Catholic High School,
which went coeducational after being a
boys’ school. Donato said in recent years
attendance has declined at Bishop Byrne,
which led to the closing of a middle
school at nearby St. Paul Catholic Church
to boost enrollment at Bishop Byrne.
As enrollment has dropped at Bishop
Byrne, Whitehaven High School, a Memphis City School, just 1.3 miles away from
Bishop Byrne, has thrived in recent years,
adding advanced placement courses and
an optional schools program focused on
business and finance. Whitehaven High
School has an enrollment of more than
2,000 students.
Bishop Byrne is the successor to
the old St. Thomas High School and St.
Thomas Academy in South Memphis. The
1965 blueprints for the school bear the
name St. Thomas School.

$10
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our presentation and
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Hopson Calls for Unity in Schools
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

MCS attorney chosen as interim superintendent for merged school system

O

nce countywide school board
members finished Tuesday, Jan.
29, posing for a picture with
outgoing Memphis City Schools superintendent Kriner Cash, the board quickly got
back to the emerging details of the coming
schools merger.
They approved Memphis City Schools
attorney Dorsey Hopson as the interim superintendent of the Memphis City Schools
system effective Friday, Feb. 1, through the
end of June. And the board set July 1 as the
effective date of the transfer of Memphis City Schools into the Shelby County
Schools system – the merger date.
Meanwhile, classes in the consolidated
countywide school system for the 2013-

2014 school year will begin Aug. 5 under
the school year calendar also approved
this week by the school board. All that happened with considerable debate among
the board but mostly lopsided votes.
“I have no desire to do this long term,”
Hopson said after his selection, indicating he hopes to remain as attorney to the
consolidated school system.
Hopson was the first nominated and
was appointed without objection by the
board after it voted not to select Memphis
City Schools operations chief Roderick
Richmond, who was nominated by board
member Martavius Jones.
Richmond indicated he will apply
for the superintendent position of the

merged school system, which was a factor
for several board members who voted for
Hopson.
“I don’t want this to become a political mess over the next four or five months
of jockeying for position,” school board
member and Arlington Mayor Mike Wissman said.
Jones called on Cash to say who he
supported. Cash said he didn’t think that
would be fair.
“Stop dividing this board,” school
board member Kevin Woods said to Jones.
Hopson said he is “deeply humbled
and honored” at the selection.
“The first focus needs to be to work
with Dr. Richmond … to make sure

G O V E R N M E NT

Commission Debates Price
Of Bread Post-Hostess
BILL DRIES | The Memphis News

S

helby County Commissioners approved a $251,958 contract with a
Batesville, Ark., bakery that at least
for now has a perceived monopoly on
baking and distributing large amounts of
bread in the region.
Commissioners weren’t happy about
the price offered by Flowers Baking Co.
of Batesville LLC. But it was the only bidder on what amounts to an emergency
contract for the rest of the fiscal year to
provide bread and baked products to the
Shelby County Corrections Department,
Shelby County Head Start and MemphisShelby County Juvenile Court.
“We’re going to need to lean on our
vendors,” said Commissioner Heidi Shafer who did not vote on the contract. “I’m
a little concerned that the vendors seem
to be so unwilling to renegotiate pricing
on this. Surely they know the school system is going to be included with this and
they are not even willing to talk about it?”
Shafer is referring to the consolidation of Memphis City Schools and Shelby
County Schools in the coming fiscal year.
“The only way you could have a better
price from them was if you bought stale
bread,” County Purchasing Administrator
Clifton Davis replied as he talked about

trying to negotiate a lower price with
Flowers. “That is unacceptable for our
Head Start and juvenile court program.”
Shafer said what is labeled “stale” is
bread that is still good and sold in stores
now as day-old bread. She thought the
term was “a little perhaps inflammatory.”
“Stale bread is actually bread that is
not first day issue,” she said.
Interstate Brands, which had the
contract, didn’t bid. That left Flowers as
the only bidder.
New bids will be taken in March for
the fiscal year that begins July 1.
Thomasville, Ga.-based Flowers
Foods Inc., the parent company of Flowers Baking of Batesville, agreed earlier this
month to buy the bread brands and 20
bakeries of Hostess Brands Inc. for $360
million.
That includes the Memphis plant,
also known as Interstate Brands Corp.,
at 400 Monroe Ave. Hostess closed the
Memphis plant in November and filed for
bankruptcy in January.
The Flowers bid for the Hostess
brands and bakeries would have to be approved by a federal bankruptcy court and
then resubmitted as part of an auction
process.

A sale could close by the end of April.
The bids on the county contract were
due in December.
And by then Flowers was the only
option.
“They are the only up-and-running
full bakery in this region,” Davis told the
commission.
He approached Walmart, Kroger and
Target about providing bread. They all
buy from Flowers as well and can’t sell
that large a quantity to a third party.
Shafer and commissioner Melvin Burgess are already wondering if there could
be a larger county government contract
for bread and baked goods that includes
the consolidated Shelby County public
schools system.
“We have a hard time with vendors
who provide milk and bread because
it’s hard to do business. A lot of people
– they can get the product here but it’s
very hard to deliver to each different
school and location,” said Burgess, who
is Memphis City Schools internal audit
director. “There needs to be some kind
of collaboration. … I think we can really
take advantage of it if we all sit down. … I
think we can do a lot better as far as cost
savings in how we buy commodities.”

we sustain the academic goals and the
academic achievements we have gained
during Dr. Cash’s tenure,” Hopson said of
his goals. “There also needs to be one voice
for this merger, so we need to mobilize and
get behind (Shelby County Schools superintendent) John Aitken.”
There was more board debate during
the approval of the school year calendar
when school board member Joe Clayton
tried to amend it to change the “winter
break” in late December and early January
to a “Christmas break.”
“In public schools, we’ve taken God
out of schools. We’ve taken discipline out
of schools,” Wissman said. “We’ve become
more politically correct and we take it out
of this country. We are a fluid society now.
We’ve changed some. But that’s still what
this country was based on.”
But other board members said both
school systems are more diverse spiritually
and religiously.
“We can’t stop children from praying,”
school board member Tomeka Hart said.
“The only thing we can do is stop forcing
children to pray. People who pray are praying everyday in school.”
“The reality is that a lot of our discipline structure and other things were
founded on pieces of the Old and New
Testament,” countered school board
member David Reaves. “I think it signifies
something we need to stay aligned to.”
The board adopted a compromise to
refer to the break as a “holiday break.”
Cash’s last board meeting before he
becomes an “adviser” to the school system
through the end of July, under terms of
his resignation, demonstrated what is expected to be an acceleration of the merger
process.
School board chairman Billy Orgel told
board members he will be calling numerous special meetings beyond the once-amonth voting meetings.
“I think we are going to be seeing a lot
of each other going forward,” he said.
The board approved Tuesday a schools
admissions policy for the merged school
district that adopts the Memphis City
Schools model that allows teachers and
school staff to request their children attend
the school they work at with permission
of the principal. It ends the Shelby County
Schools policy that permits teachers to get
a school transfer for their children to any
school they select.
And the board voted to set up an examiner’s position and a special committee of
one school board member and two school
system administrators to hear appeals
from parents who want to challenge their
child’s school assignment. The committee approach to the appeals is the Shelby
County Schools model.
Administrators of both school systems
and several board members said they
expect there will be a rise in the number of
such appeals as the merger begins.
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Loeb: City Should Increase Investment in Core
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

T

he relevance of Overton Square is
that it’s one of many initiatives the
city has in place to make Memphis
a better place and a city of choice for the
millennial generation.
Seventy-seven percent of those born
from the early 1980s to the early 2000s
want to live in the urban core and to drive
less. That was the message Bob Loeb,
president of Loeb Properties Inc., shared
with the Memphis Society of Industrial
and Office Realtors Tuesday, Jan. 29, at
Chickasaw Country Club.
“In the long run, we need to repopulate
inside the Parkways and it’s probably going
to be from inward migration more than it
is from organic growth,” Loeb said. “We’re
building these amenities, we’ve got cultural assets, improving education – we’ve
got to create an environment where these
youngsters who are mobile will come.”
Loeb Properties, a local firm specializing in acquisition rehab that deals with
a lot of small bay retail citywide, is in the
midst of a $19 million transformation of
Overton Square, the entertainment district

that dates back to late 1970.
In addition to ongoing rehabs of existing tenants within the Square, Local Gastropub and Bar Louie have signed leases
already, the Atrium building is being eyed
by a fitness tenant and restaurant tenants
are seeking more than 40,000 square feet
of space there.
“We told the neighborhood groups
at the end of the day, we’re just a bunch
of real estate stiffs,” Loeb said. “We do
know how to acquire property, negotiate documents with the city, a seller and
a lender. We can rehab it with the help of
our architects and contractors and lease it,
manage it. But what’s going to make this a
special place is the programming that goes
on here on a regular basis.”
Loeb cited such programming as a
Wednesday afternoon farmers market
with booths on the ground level of the new
450-stall parking garage at the northeast
corner of Monroe Avenue and Florence
Street, which the Memphis Farmers Market from Downtown is pursuing.
“The name of the game is creating
events that people want to come to,” Loeb
said.
Loeb said there are two substantial
differences from Overton Square’s first

generation versus today. The first is that
there are traffic generators already in place
– Playhouse on the Square, Circuit Playhouse, Hattiloo Theatre’s new space that’s
under construction and Malco Studio on
the Square.
Secondly, Overton Square in its heyday
was operated by a “bunch of 20-yearold entrepreneurs that were developing
property, managing property and running
restaurants while living out their 20s.”
“It was sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll, but
it was kind of a little bit chaotic,” Loeb
said. “We’re going to be a traditional landlord/tenant relationship where we provide
real estate services and we do a tenant mix
and the tenants have to operate their businesses and that’s a lot more sustainable
model.”
But it’s not just inside his company’s
redevelopment of the Square that Loeb
is interested in. He wants to promote the
whole Midtown district because having a
variety of investors and operators active
there is what’s “going to make the fabric of
that neighborhood most stable.”
“We told the city that you get this
started, it will be a multiplier effect,” Loeb
said.
Sure enough, Taylor Caruthers has

since brought the old Chicago Pizza Factory back online, bought the building next
to Restaurant Iris for future retail use and
is building a new Five Guys Burgers and
Fries on Union.
Meanwhile, the old French Quarter
Suites Hotel is “one developer short for
either a hotel or a multifamily redevelopment,” Loeb said. “There’s several people
in pursuit of it right now and would love
to see something in motion in the next six
months there.”
Bringing that hotel back from years of
being dark would just add to the renaissance of the entire Midtown area, Loeb
said, citing the 13-month-old Overton Park
Conservancy, Rhodes College’s expansion,
Memphis Medical Center’s workforce,
Broad Avenue Historic District’s 18 new
leases in three years and a wide diversity of
housing stock with attractive price points.
Then there’s Request for Quotations going out in the next few months
for a master developer at the Mid-South
Fairgrounds, the Sears Crosstown project, Kroger’s expansion and the Memphis
Police Department’s soon-to-be-vacated
space on Union Avenue. Loeb even hinted
that Fresh Market was shopping in Midtown.

IN K E D

Archer-Malmo Grows Again With Lease Addition
SARAH BAKER | The Memphis News

A

rcher-malmo has inked an additional 3,000 square
feet in the Cotton Exchange Building, bringing its
total footprint in the historic 12-story Downtown
tower to 41,277 square feet across six floors.
The agency added about 3,000 square feet last summer on the eighth floor, and this expansion allows it
to occupy the entire 6,500-square-foot floor, said Russ
Williams, archer-malmo CEO. Henry Turley Co. owns the
Cotton Exchange Building.
“That gives a sense of ownership and helps with collaboration,” Williams said. “In fact, as we’re doing these
expansions, we’re using every opportunity that we have
to renovate the added space to have more open-air, collaborative, multi-purpose space. We’re going to have that
opportunity on the eighth floor and we’re going to be doing some additional renovations to the fourth floor at the
same time to create some of that.”
With the expansion in archer-malmo’s footprint comes
an expansion in its creative staff. Its public relations
department has added 11 new hires, bringing its total staff
roster to 135.
Those 11 positions are among 45 new hires that company has made since the beginning of 2012, increasing
employment by more than 30 percent in just one year.
“One of the things I’m really proud of is what our
company is doing for the Downtown economy,” Williams
said. “Some of those are local hires, some of those are
people coming from all over the country to be a part of the
Memphis community and enhance the creative class here
in the Memphis community.”
One of those new team members from outside of
the area is Naomi Bata, a seasoned public relations and

marketing communications strategist from Chicago and
former vice president at Cohn&Wolfe. Bata is archer-malmo’s new chief PR officer, a position previously held for 15
years by Cynthia Ham, who left the company last year to
head BRIDGES.
“This is a very amazing place to work – a lot of collaboration between departments,” Bata said. “I think that
really puts us in a unique position to serve our clients by
really giving them 360-degree service offerings.”
Bata said her immediate plans include building the PR
team and developing client relationships. She’s also “taking a look at what opportunities there are for the department to work with other accounts and potentially new
business down the road.”
Williams said the growth archer-malmo is experiencing continues to be fueled largely by the organic growth of
existing clients, but the agency does have one significant
new retail client that it is currently “ramping up on” –
Pizza Ranch Inc. The Orange County, Iowa-based fastcasual restaurant chain has 170 stores, mostly in
the Midwest.
“We were initially hired to help them with
a lot of local market work, but we’re hopeful
that there’s going to be quite a bit of expansion
to our scope of responsibilities there pretty
quickly,” Williams said. “They’re becoming a
very significant new client, and that’s part of
what’s driving the growth that we’re experiencing right at this moment.”
Winning Pizza Ranch as a client is a
result of archer-malmo acquiring the
retail firm TMB Marketing Group LLC

in early 2011, a merger that has “gone fantastically, made
us more competitive in the retail space,” Williams said.
The company joins archer-malmo’s client portfolio of
AutoZone Corp., Evergreen Packaging, FedEx Corp., Juice
Plus, Landau Uniforms, Medtronic Inc., Norfolk Southern
Corp., Palm Beach Tan, Pfizer Animal Health, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Southland Park Gaming and Racing,
Terminix and Valent USA Corp.
In other commercial real estate news, LCP Munford
LLC has purchased the Franklin Square Apartments in
Munford, Tenn., from Franklin Square Investors LLC for
$4.6 million.
The Class A community has 76 units made up of twoand three-bedroom apartments that range from $775 to
$860 per month in rents. The square footage of the units
were 1,050 and 1,260.
Steve Woodyard, president of Woodyard Realty Corp.,
handled the transaction. Woodyard said that the buyers
were attracted to the property due to the age of the
property, construction, floor plans and amenities,
along with the area’s school systems and future
growth of Tipton County.
“Built by a homebuilder, this apartment
home community offers the best floor plans
and extra touches that go beyond the ‘merchant’ built properties scattered across the
country,” Woodyard said.
Send commercial lease announcements to Sarah Baker, who can be
reached at 521-2464 or sbaker@
memphisdailynews.com.
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Don’t Let City Languish as a Growth Capital Wasteland
to be. At the Studio, we often advise some
Capital makes the world go
of our mid-market clients to consider
round – or at least it used to before the
a private equity partner as a source of
recession and our new economic reality
growth capital. This can work well when
took hold. Enacting growth strategies
existing owners are
is difficult without
looking to cash out
capital to invest.
as part of succesThis is certainly true
sion planning.
for early stage comUnfortunately,
panies that need
Memphis is a bit of
enough runway to
a capital wasteland.
get the business off
We have a handthe ground and then
JOCELYN ATKINSON
gain momentum
& michael graber ful of local private
to cash flow the
let’s grow equity groups,
family investment
business. It is also
offices, venture capital firms and an
true of mature companies where revenue
underground angel network. When we say
has flat lined but market opportunities
a handful, we mean less than 10 in total.
exist for new revenue streams. We see
While the TNInvestco legislation designed
many companies in this position – sizto increase the flow of capital to innovaable growth opportunities are just out of
tive new companies in Tennessee in the
reach due capital constraints. Many have
early stages of development has helped
experienced firsthand that going to the
to stimulate some investment activity
bank for debt financing is not like it used

in Memphis, the majority of activity is
elsewhere in the state. The Memphis VC
firms have very narrow industry and sector focus, primarily biotech and medical
device, which limits the number of deals
funded. Companies outside of biotech
and med device leave Memphis in search
of capital.
However, in this capital wasteland
there is a burgeoning start-up community
that is succeeding despite inhospitable
conditions and there is something awesome happening in Memphis Feb. 10-12.
Thanks to the work of Kyle Sandler, a
start-up tech blogger and our incubator,
EmergeMemphis and the city of Memphis
is hosting “Everywhere Else, The StartUp Conference,” the national conference
for startups and entrepreneurial activity
outside of Silicon Valley.
Early stage companies and venture
capitalists from all over the country are
coming to Memphis to participate in pitch

competitions and panels.
More Memphians should be aware of
this conference. The first time we heard
about it was at Ernst and Young’s Forum
for Strategic Growth this fall in Palm
Springs. Scott Case, Startup America
CEO and founding CTO of Priceline, gave a
shout-out to Memphis during a lunchtime
panel for hosting the conference. When
he asked if there was anyone in the room
from Memphis, our hands were alone in
the crowd.
Join us in celebrating the milestone
this conference represents for our city;
the entrepreneurial community solutes
the conference organizers. The city of
Memphis thanks you too, for bringing life
to the Memphis Cook Convention Center.
Jocelyn Atkinson and Michael Graber
run the Southern Growth Studio, a strategic
growth firm based in Memphis. Visit www.
southerngrowthstudio.com to learn more.
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Quince Fred’s Super Dollar
Sells for $2.1 Million
ERIC SMITH | The Memphis News
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6500 Quince Road • Memphis, TN 38119
6500 Quince Road
Memphis, TN 38119
Sale Amount: $2.1 million
Sale Date: Jan. 18, 2013
Buyer: Westbrook Memphis LLC
Seller: Memphis-Quince LLC
Details: The recently opened fred’s Super Dollar store at 6500 Quince Road in East
Memphis has sold for $2.1 million.
Metarie, La.-based Westbrook Memphis LLC bought the 16,000-square-foot
store Jan. 18 from developer Memphis-Quince LLC. No financing was associated
with the purchase. Fred’s Super Dollar last fall celebrated 65 years of serving the
Memphis area with the grand opening of two new stores, the one on Quince and
another at 7965 E. Shelby Drive.
The Shelby County Assessor of Property’s profile of 6500 Quince doesn’t yet
include the new building and only shows a 17.24-acre vacant parcel with a 2012
appraised value of $1.3 million. Memphis-Quince bought the land for $400,000 in
June from Willis & Willis LP.
Memphis-based fred’s last year launched its new 16,000-square-foot store concept, which feature an expanded food selection that doubles traditional fred’s food
offerings. Both locations also include pharmacies featuring a drive-thru window.

2421 Lamar Ave.
Memphis, TN 38114
and
4285 Hacks Cross Road
Memphis, TN 38125
Loan Amount: $1.1 million
Loan Date: Dec. 27, 2012
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrower: Steele-Guiltner Inc.
Lender: Fidelity National Bank
Details: Steele-Guiltner Inc. has
filed a $1.1 million loan on the
Grimes Tire Pros businesses at
2421 Lamar Ave. and 4285 Hacks
Cross Road. The West Memphis
property owner filed the loan Dec.
27 through Fidelity National Bank,
also of West Memphis.
The transaction included multiple tracts, with the main two parcels being 2421 Lamar Ave. in the
Defense Depot’s 38114 ZIP code and
4285 Hacks Cross Road in Southeast
Shelby County’s 38125 ZIP code.
Built in 1984, the 9,200-squarefoot auto service garage at 2421
Lamar Ave. sits on 0.8 acres along
the west side of Lamar, south of its
intersection with Airways Boulevard. The Shelby County Assessor
of Property’s 2012 appraisal was
$142,200.
Built in 2005, the 8,200-squarefoot auto service garage at 4285
Hacks Cross Road sits on 0.72 acres
along the west side of Hacks Cross,
south of the Tenn. 385 junction.
The assessor’s 2012 appraisal was
$678,400.
2000 Covington Pike
Memphis, TN 38128
Loan Amount: $5.8 million
Loan Date: Jan. 16, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Borrower: Keras Children’s Family

LP
Lender: Independent Bank
Details: Keras Children’s Family LP,
owner of the Jim Keras Chevrolet
dealership at 2000 Covington Pike
in Raleigh, has filed a $5.8 million
loan on the property.
The limited partnership filed
the deed of trust Jan. 16 through
Memphis-based Independent Bank.
Benjamin Reed Keras and James
Joseph Keras signed the deed as
general partners of Keras Children’s
Family LP.
Built in 1986, the dealership
contains two buildings on 6.67
acres along the east side of Covington Pike, between Pleasant
View and Elmore roads. The Shelby
County Assessor of Property’s 2012
appraisal was $2.9 million.
1969 Poplar Ave.
Memphis, TN 38104
Permit Cost: $661,000
Project Cost: N/A
Permit Date: Applied January 2013
Completion: TBA
Owner: Memphis College of Art
Tenant: Memphis College of Art
Architect: N/A
Contractor: Montgomery Martin
Contractors LLC
Details: Memphis College of Art
Files Renovation Permit
Memphis College of Art has filed
a $661,000 permit application with
the city-county Office of Construction Code Enforcement for apartment renovations.
The address listed for the property is 1969 Poplar Ave., directly
across from Overton Park, where
the main Memphis College of Art
campus is located.
Montgomery Martin Contractors LLC is listed as the contractor.
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A ‘Judge-Sicle’
Murder Mystery
How could I not read the latest David
Rosenfelt novel, “Airtight?” How could I not?!
The author’s very publicist himself sent me an
advance reading copy, asking that I do so. That, plus
the book starts out with the murder of a judge, and I
obviously want that case cracked, right?
The ship of this New Jersey Superior Court
Judge, Daniel Brennan, had come in. Danny, a former All-American college basketball player whose
promising career in the
NBA was cut short by the
same knee injury that cut
my own basketball career
short, had been nominated to the U.S. Court of
Appeals. He was to fill a vacancy to be created by the
VIC FLEMING impending resignation of
I SWEAR his predecessor, a woman
who needed to care for
her ailing husband. (OK, it could happen that way in
New Jersey, I suppose.)
But before he can switch benches, while his
nomination is pending before the Senate, Judge
Brennan gets himself stabbed to death while eating
his favorite snack, a Fudgsicle. Thus, the tabloids
tabbed it the “judge-sicle” case.
The main suspect, druggie Steven Gallagher,
was recently convicted in front of His Honor and out
on bail, awaiting sentencing. An anonymous hotline
tip leads our protagonist, N.J. State Police Detective Lucas Somers, to a Patterson, N.J., apartment,
where Somers shoots Gallagher to death while
storming into the residence without a warrant.
Fast-forward, but only a little. I don’t want to give
it all away.
Steven’s
brother,
Fleming’s weekly puzzle Page 30
Chris, is a
mysterious, black-operations military guy who knows his
brother was no murderer. Therefore, he reasoned,
Steve shouldn’t have been shot by a cop barging
into his home. Wanting justice and revenge, he
comes to town bent on having his way.
Luke Somers’ brother, Bryan, an investment
banker, is married to a state prosecutor, with whom
Luke may be in love. Chris kidnaps Bryan, locking
him in an underground residence. Though chained
to a radiator, he has leeway enough to enjoy food,
TV, and email access on a computer with a limited
battery (no charger). Oh, and did I mention he has
only a one-week supply of air?
From the foregoing bargaining position, Chris
demands that Luke find the real killer of Judge
Brennan and then apologize for killing Steven. If he
does so, Bryan won’t have to die.
What follows are 275 more pages of chaotic
intrigue, involving politics, environmental law, judicial ethics, electronics, explosives and who knows
what I’m forgetting to mention? Oh, yeah, and even
though there’s no Andy Carpenter in this book,
Rosenfelt’s fifth standalone (to go with 10 Andys),
there is nonetheless the one-liner or two per page to
keep things lighter than expected in a legal thriller.
As has been my experience with Rosenfelt’s
other books, once I dug in, I couldn’t put it down till
I was done. The ending wasn’t what I wanted, but
then they never are. There’s a reason he’s the novelist and I’m not. David Rosenfelt’s “Airtight” should
be in bookstores in mid-February.
Vic Fleming is a district court judge in Little
Rock, Ark., where he also teaches at the William H.
Bowen School of Law. Contact him at vicfleming@
att.net.
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Bailey Finds Ideal Job At
Community Legal Center
richard j. alley | Special to The Memphis News

Attorney handles immigration law for the city’s working poor

A

t the beginning of
January, Johnna
Bailey began work
as immigration attorney
for the Community Legal
Center, a resource for the
working poor.
“It’s defined as those
who are just above the
poverty line, meaning
that legal aid would not
serve them, but it’s still
too expensive for them to
hire a private attorney,”
Bailey said.
In addition to the immigrant justice program,
directed by Bailey, there
is also, within the CLC,
a civil division handling
cases such as uncontested
divorces, tenant-landlord
issues, wills and estates.
Immigration falls
under federal law and,
because the immigration
court for the region is in
Memphis, the program
BAILEY
services all of Tennessee,
Arkansas, the western
third of Kentucky and areas north
of Jackson in Mississippi. It keeps
Bailey and her colleague, Sally Joyner,
a 2012 graduate of the University of
Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School
of Law, extremely busy.
“We obviously see a lot of clients,
many of whom we aren’t able to
service just because of capacity, so
half of my job is representing those
clients, but the other half would be
placing those clients with pro bono
attorneys,” Bailey said.
She has found the Memphis legal
community to be willing and eager
to help when called upon and, to
that end, the CLC also works to train
lawyers who don’t have any previous
immigration experience.
“We’re constantly recruiting new
pro bono attorneys who would like to
donate their time,” Bailey said.
Clinic is held on the first and
third Tuesday evenings of every
month. Due to the scope of the area
involved, with some clients as far
away as Chattanooga, Tenn., much is
done over the phone, though face-toface consultations are preferable.
“Ideally, I’m trying to place those
clients with a Chattanooga immigration attorney who would volunteer
their time free of charge to handle
those cases and then, as they come to
court, I can handle the court aspect,”
Bailey said.
She also has found that immigra-

“

We obviously see a
lot of clients, many of
whom we aren’t able to
service just because of
capacity, so half of my
job is representing those
clients, but the other
half would be placing
those clients with pro
bono attorneys.”
– Johnna Bailey

Community Legal Center

tion judges realize many clients may
be coming from so far away and “are
pretty generous with allowing you to
do telephonic representation.”
The daughter of a minister father
and schoolteacher mother, Bailey
was born in Little Rock, Ark., but
moved around as a child with her
family. It was Danville, Ind., she eventually left to attend school at Bryan
College in Dayton, Tenn., where she
studied philosophy and theology.
Later, working as a program
coordinator for the family literacy
program at a refugee resettlement

agency in Chicago
inspired her to go to law
school.
She attended John
Marshall Law School
in Atlanta and found a
mentor in her professor,
Joseph Rosen, who she
worked with as an associate in his private immigration group.
The new year brought
new surroundings and
when her husband, also
an attorney, was offered
a position as in-house
counsel for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
they made the move
to Memphis, bringing
them closer to family in
Arkansas.
“I didn’t actually
know what I was going
to do, leaving my job in
Atlanta,” Bailey said, “but
this opportunity with
Community Legal Center
was almost immediate.”
The job is ideal for
her, focusing on her training as an
immigration attorney and working
within the scope of a nonprofit and
the ideals that first led her into law.
“It’s what I dreamed of returning
to after law school,” Bailey said.
The work is currently part time,
allowing her to spend more time
with the couple’s 9-month-old son.
The two lawyers named their son
Atticus after one of the most famous,
fictional attorneys of all time. The
family has settled into Memphis
nicely, taking advantage of the
Cooper-Young Farmer’s Market, the
Memphis Zoo and exploring the city’s
many barbecue restaurants.
“We’re trying to take advantage
of everything that Memphis offers …
,” Bailey said. “It has everything you
need as a small family.”
Having seen both sides of the
fence first-hand, it is from personal
knowledge that Bailey speaks.
“In private practice you have
the flexibility of dividing your time
between profit cases and pro-bono
cases, but I do like being back at a
nonprofit,” she said. “It’s a different client base, and I say that with a
positive spin. I really appreciate the
clients we work with, they’re just so
appreciative and very responsive; it’s
a welcome change. I’ve enjoyed my
time – I say that having only been
here for four weeks, but it’s been
really good so far.”
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Johnson Honored by U of M With Holmon Award
ERINN FIGG | Special to The Memphis News

I

f Cato Johnson ever decided to leave
his position as senior vice president
of corporate affairs at Methodist Le
Bonheur Healthcare, he could quite possibly become an epic spokesperson for an
energy drink. A healthy one, that is.
A 40-minute interview with Johnson
reveals a man who is deeply knowledgeable about his field, passionate about his
community and generous with his time.
He is cheerful and good-humored, and it’s
difficult to have a conversation with him
without inevitably cracking a smile.
Friday, Feb. 1, the University of Memphis recognized Johnson for his accomplishments and contributions with the
Authur S. Holmon Lifetime Achievement
Award. The ceremony was presented by
the university’s Black Student Association
and the Office of Multicultural Affairs.
Established in 1991, the award honors
Memphians whose lives exemplify outstanding dedication to the community.
“We look for someone who has not
only given back to the community but
to the university’s students as well,” said
Linda Hall, multicultural affairs coordinator at University of Memphis. “Cato Johnson is a great example to our students that
it doesn’t matter where you start out in life,
it’s where you go from there. Anyone can

achieve success and make a difference.”
When it comes to Johnson’s success,
it’s difficult to condense his professional
accomplishments and altruistic nature.
His official bio lists at least 27 community
committees, councils, boards and associations. The lifetime achievement award
will join at least eight other honors and
accolades.
“I’ve always felt that we all have an
obligation to do anything and everything
we can to make our community better,” he
said.
Born and raised in Memphis, Johnson
credits his parents with providing a strong
foundation of values on which he and his
two brothers could build their futures.
“In our household, there were two
things you knew you were going to do – go
to church and go to school,” he said.
As to what he wanted to be when he
grew up, Johnson said he didn’t have a
specific career in mind back then.
“For me, the biggest thing was to
graduate from high school and college,”
he said. “I knew that if I focused on my
relationship with God and did the best I
could to receive a good education, I’d do
all right.”
He did do all right. Today Johnson
holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
education from the University of Memphis. He is a member of the U of M Athletic
Advisory Board of Directors. He also has
been chair of the university athletic de-

johnson
partment’s Community Advisory Committee, past president of the U of M Alumni
Association and a member of the Board
of Trustees for the University of Memphis
Foundation.
Beyond his involvement with the university, Johnson is dedicated to improving
the educational landscape throughout the
region. He is vice-chair of the Tennessee
Higher Education Commission as well as
Shelby County’s Needs Assessment Committee, which evaluates and addresses
the capital needs of Memphis and Shelby
County schools.
“I have a tremendous passion for edu-

cation – I honestly believe education is one
of those entities that can drive so many
positives,” Johnson said.
He’s also passionate about health care,
and at Methodist Le Bonheur, where he’s
overseen corporate affairs since 1985, no
two days at work are the same. He works
on issues surrounding health care reform,
health care reimbursement and Medicaid
expansion, to name just a few.
And, as with education, he shares
his knowledge and experience with the
community whenever he can. He was an
original member of former Tennessee Gov.
Don Sundquist’s TennCare Roundtable,
chair of the TennCare Medical Care Advisory Committee, vice-chair of the State
Health Planning and Advisory Board and a
member of Gov. Haslam’s Health and Wellness Task Force.
Peel away all the titles, accomplishments and awards, and you’ll find that
Johnson is a big-hearted man who cherishes his family and lives a life governed by
humility and good intentions.
“My greatest accomplishment, by
God’s grace, is raising a child, Cato Johnson III, who graduated from college and is
now working in the Shelby County school
system,” he said. “And being married to my
wife, Georgette, for 37 years.”
He finds joy in being a Sunday school
instructor at Cross of Calvary Lutheran
Church, reading and working out six days
a week.
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A Goal for a Life
Well-Lived
Lately I’ve talked with several
people who were struggling with the question, “What is the goal of life?” Those of you
who know me personally might remember
that I have a daughter in college. Therefore,
you might be thinking I’ve been talking with
young students home for the holidays. Nope
– most people pondering this question were
adults well into their careers.
I was thinking of this when I had a bit
of a dental emergency last week. Basically,
my dental issue
would have
helped me qualify
for a supporting
role in a remake
of the movie
“Deliverance.”
chris cRouch The resulting gap
SMART STUFF in my front teeth
4 WORK would have made
most any deepwoods-dwelling moonshiner proud.
As luck would have it, my dentist was
around the day it happened. However, he was
headed out of town for a few days and didn’t
have the time in his busy schedule to take
care of everything in one appointment. So,
being the nice guy he is, he temporarily took
care of the gap and we agreed that I would
come back when he returned and implement
a more permanent solution.
Now, back to the questioning adults. I
believe the approach my dentist used might
work well for the adults with life-goal questions. In the absence of an immediate and definitive answer to the, “goal of life” question,
why not come up with a reasonably sound
temporary answer to the question and then
work on a more permanent answer as life unfolds? And, I have a suggestion for what you
might use as a suitable temporary answer.
Here you go: A good goal for a well-lived life
is to joyfully participate in life, and whenever
possible, help others do the same.
Years ago I swiped that goal from noted
mythologist Joseph Campbell. You see, mythologists study the myths (stories) that humans create to explain how to live, or not live,
life. Demographic experts estimate that since
the beginning of humankind, about 107 billion
people have lived on Earth. As I write this,
about 6,973,738,433 of them are still around.
Therefore, these mythologies that explain
how to live life well (or not) represent the
collective wisdom of about 100 billion people
who have made and completed the journey of
life. Campbell diligently studied all the myths
and stories of the 100 billion people and tried
to make sense of all of it. When asked in an
interview, “Of all you have learned about life,
what do you think is most important?” Campbell said, “To joyfully participate in life.”
At a minimum, this goal serves as a great
benchmark for anyone. Are the things you
are doing on a daily basis taking you closer
to, or farther away, from joyfully participating
in life? In my case, I liked this temporary goal
so much, years ago I decided to make it my
permanent goal. You don’t have to do that. All
you have to do is use it until you come up with
a goal that works better for you.
Chris Crouch is CEO of DME Training and
Consulting and author of several books on
improving productivity. Contact him through
www.dmetraining.com.

S m a ll- B u s i n ess S p o t l i gh t

Book Depot Still a Good Read
erinn figg | Special to The Memphis News

W

hen customers walk into The
Book Depot in Germantown,
they often comment on the
smell, says owner Kathy Waldrop.
“If they’re true book lovers, they’ll
walk in and say, ‘Oh, it smells great!’”
she said. “Newer bookstores sometimes
try to take the smell of books away –
they don’t realize that to some of us it’s
the smell of happiness!”
The tiny used-book store at 2245 S
Germantown Road, holds both historic
and sentimental significance for the
community. In 1941, the building was
home to the Germantown Post Office.
Later it became a barbershop. In 1979,
the late Floyd McLaughlin purchased it
and transformed it into a bookshop.
Waldrop vividly remembers going
there as a child.
“My family moved to Germantown
when I was 11 and Floyd opened the
store the next year,” she said. “We read
all the time in my house, and I remember being so excited when he opened
the store. I think we were probably the
first people in the door. It became kind
of our Saturday place to go shopping.”
She had no idea back then that one
day The Book Depot would be hers.
In 1988, Waldrop got married and
moved away. She and her husband
returned to Memphis in the early 1990s.
Looking for work, she stopped by her favorite bookstore and asked if she could
help out a day or two a week. One day
a week soon turned into four days, and
the next thing she knew, McLaughlin
was asking her if she wanted to buy the
business.
“He was in his 70s. He was ready to
retire,” she said. “The commute for him
was 45 minutes one-way. And he knew
how much I loved the place. He knew I
would stay true to his original vision.”
That original vision was to provide
a place where people could buy affordable used paperbacks, and if they
couldn’t afford them, they could trade

Photo: Lance Murphey

Kathy Waldrop has been owner of The Book Depot in Germantown for 21 years.
The business primarily sells used paperbacks and popular fiction.

for them. Not only has that business
model survived, but the store itself also
hasn’t changed much. Walking through
the door is like stepping back in time.
Shelves and shelves of paperbacks
create a labyrinth of books. Stacks of
books reach almost to the ceiling, while
overstock is stored over the doors and
high above the shelves. It is, quite literally, wall-to-wall and floor-to-ceiling
books in there.
“For me, keeping it in its original
form was extremely important,” Waldrop said.
Caroline Williams of Germantown is
one of The Book Depot’s many regulars.
She’s shopped there for at least 30 years.
“I was born and raised in Germantown and I’ve always liked it,” Williams
said. “It’s a quaint little place and I love
shopping here. I read mystery, historical
romance, whatever looks appealing –
and lord, they’ve got almost every book
you’ve ever heard of.”
Customers who are avid readers can
trade their own paperbacks for store
credit – a quarter of the publisher’s price
of each book they trade. In keeping
with the rest of the store, Waldrop still
uses the original system of recording
customers’ credit on index cards. It’s not

that she’s anti-technology, she said. It’s
just that she wants to ensure that her
customer info will always be accessible
without the threat of computer crashes.
For patrons who choose to buy their
books, Waldrop accepts cash only, and
all books cost half the publisher’s price
plus an additional 25 cents.
“Unfortunately MLGW doesn’t accept books in trade as payment,” she
laughs.
In light of the technological advancements in e-readers and even the
struggles of national chains such as
Borders, many people express amazement that The Book Depot is still standing, Waldrop said. She admits she faces
challenges.
“You’re definitely not going to get
wealthy doing this,” she said. “It’s not
going to make mega-bucks.”
She has faith, though, that the
store will survive. She equates it to the
popular TV bar Cheers and says many
customers come for the familiarity. She
works hard to learn their tastes and suggest books she knows they’ll like. Also,
despite all the technological marvels
out there, many people still have a fierce
loyalty to good old-fashioned books,
Waldrop said.
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Gowen Joins Renshaw Property Mgmt.
kate simone | The Memphis News

Kellyn Gowen has joined Renshaw Property Management as marketing coordinator. In her new role, Gowen manages social media, marketing
and communications for the company’s 800 Mid-South rental properties,
serves as a liaison for property owners and real estate agents.
Hometown: Tampa, Fla.
Education and work experience: I
graduated from Christian Brothers
University with a Bachelor of Arts in
cultural studies and have worked in
marketing and editing throughout my
career.
Family: My husband, Kyle; 3-year-old
son, Gray; and rescue pups, Raya and
Loki
Who has had the greatest influence
on you? I’m sure without knowing he
does, my husband influences me daily
to be a more patient person.
What attracted you to Renshaw?
What attracted me most to Renshaw
Property Management was to work
with such a wonderful team. Bob and
Georgette (Renshaw) are incredibly
approachable and understanding, and

the staff maintains a great balance of
dedication and fun.
What are your goals in your new position? My main goal as marketing coordinator is to expand our company’s
property management mobile app,
available on Android and iPhone. My
everyday goal at work is to be accessible and resourceful to all.
What do you consider your greatest accomplishment? My greatest
accomplishment is my family. I have
a supportive husband and one cool
kid. A close second would be raising
more than $10,000 for Team Hoyt and
running the 2012 Boston Marathon in
honor of my brother, Ryan.
If you could give one piece of advice to young people, what would
it be? March to the beat of your own
drum.

W. Lynn Evans has been
named to the Tennessee Valley Authority board. Evans was
unanimously confirmed by
the U.S. Senate and will serve
through May 2017.
Jonathan Watkins has been
named interim CEO at Methodist North Hospital. Watkins
joined Methodist Le Bonheur
Healthcare in 2006 as senior
project manager in the Corporate Patient Safety & Quality
division and was named Methodist North’s assistant administrator in 2010.
W. Steven West has been
named a top lawyer in American Lawyer/Corporate Counsel’s 2013 Top Rated Lawyers in
Healthcare. West serves as of
counsel with Glankler Brown
PLLC and senior vice president
of community benefit for Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare.

THE COMMUNITY

VOICE OF
MEMPHIS

Rob Hoerter has been
named associate vice president
for communications, public
relations and marketing at The
University of Memphis. Hoerter
previously served as an account
supervisor at TMB Marketing.

MEMPHIS THIS MORNING
with CHRIS WADE
Monday – Friday 6:00 am – 8:00 am

Start your day right with Chris Wade! He has you covered from
traffic on the 9's, weather from Channel 3's Todd Demers, all
the way to the latest local and national news from CBS....Plus,
good news from "Inside Memphis", Market Watch, Consumer
Reports, Charles Osgood, and more! On air, on line, and on
target with Memphis.
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Wright Medical Technology Inc. has been awarded Dale
Carnegie Training’s Leadership
Award. The award recognizes a
company for its special emphasis on development of human
resources, innovation and organizational creativity.
Jeff Rhodin has joined Literacy Mid-South as partnership
development manager, overseeing the Smart Memphis Coalition program.

OWN YOUR OWN SHOW

Have a passion & want to share it with the Mid-South?
Call us @ 901.261.4200 ext. 228.

Five attorneys with Bourland Heflin Alvarez Minor
& Matthews PLC have been
named to the Mid-South Super
Lawyers 2012 list: John J Heflin
III, Robert K. Alvarez, Lancelot
L. Minor III, Paul A. Matthews
and Robert J. Pinstein.

Super Bowl
Ad Preview
The victory of the Ravens or the
49ers won’t be all people are talking about after the Super Bowl. After all, there are the commercials, and considering 110 million viewers
are anticipated for this year’s football matchup,
it’s no wonder advertisers pony up big bucks.
Thirty-second spots went for $3.8 million to $4
million this year – an all-time record, up from
$3.5 million in 2012.
Here’s what to
expect from the big
brand’s big investment
this year.
Celebrity endorsements will include:
Former Saturday Night
Live cast members
Lori turnerAmy Poehler for Best
wilson
Buy and Tracy Morgan
guerrilla sales
for Kraft’s Mio sports
and marketing
drink, Kate Upton and
Usher for Mercedes Benz, and Kaley Cuoco
from “The Big Bang Theory” for Toyota.
GoDaddy has wisely determined, based
on feedback on prior year’s Super Bowl ads,
that objectifying women is not the most viable
strategy for selling website domain name registry and hosting. Look for a more conservative
campaign this year.
Anheuser-Busch will air a spot devoted
to the iconic Clydesdale horses – including
a much-anticipated new foal. The brand will
solicit names for the new foal via Twitter.
Audi took a page out of the Doritos playbook by letting fans vote on the ad that airs.
The winning prom-themed spot depicts a high
school boy, so full of courage thanks to the
Audi his father let him drive to prom, that he
kisses the unsuspecting prom queen and gets
punched in the eye.
Doritos is back with two spots chosen by
consumers through its “Crash the Super Bowl”
contest – now in its seventh year. The producer
of the ad performing higher on the USA Today
Ad Meter gets to work on the next Transformers movie.
Oreo will promote its 100-year anniversary
with a spot said to pit fans of the cookie’s
creamy filling against those who are mad for
the crunchy cookie. Let the cookie war begin.
Kia has released a teaser of their spot
featuring a baby and a whole host of wildlife all
donning space suits.
VW’s spot is set in everyday office life
and suggests that driving a VW helps you get
happy. The brand reportedly spent $10 million
to produce and air the spot – a risky move
considering early criticism for its controversial
portrayal of a Minnesotan with a Jamaican
accent.
Soda Stream pre-released its spot depicting big soda manufacturers as environmentally
unfriendly. In a controversial move, CBS reportedly required a toning down of the content
to avoid alienating long-time advertisers Pepsi
and Coca-Cola.
Check back next week for the rundown on
the big game’s advertising winners and losers.
Visit www.redrovercompany.com/superbowl to
vote for your favorite.
Lori Turner-Wilson is an award-winning
columnist and CEO/Founder of RedRover Sales
& Marketing, www.redrovercompany.com. You
can follow RedRover on Twitter (@redrovercompany and @loriturner) and Facebook (facebook.
com/redrovercompany).
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Stephenson to Keynote
Women & Biz Seminar
ANDY MEEK | The Memphis News

S

recalls only going through the
usan Stephenson, CEO and
business building on campus twice
co-founder of Independent
in her college career.
Bank, has enjoyed a long and
Like all professional careers,
successful career in banking.
Stephenson’s has included an eleThe bank she leads now, for
ment of luck, of being at the right
example, is the second largest bank
place at the right time. But her
based in Memphis as ranked by
Feb. 28, 3:30 p.m.
career also has been shaped by her
assets. During the economic bust
eagerness to learn, to challenge
a few years ago, she and IndepenMemphis Brooks Museum of
herself and to not hesitate to walk
dent’s leadership turned down an
Art Auditorium
through open doors of opportunity
opportunity to participate in the
$25 registration fee
when they presented themselves.
federal government’s Troubled Ashttp://seminars.
Stephenson will be the keyset Relief Program.
memphisdailynews.com
note speaker at the upcoming
The bank didn’t need it.
Daily News “Women & Business
Independent has a still relaSeminar,” happening Feb. 28 in
tively new wealth management
the Memphis Brooks Museum of
component to its business, and it’s
Art Auditorium. CBIZ MHM Thompson Dunavant, Midopened a mortgage operation recently that Stephenson
South Drug Testing and Jackson Lewis LLP sponsor the
is especially excited about.
seminar, scheduled for 3:30 p.m..
All this, from one of Memphis’ most prominent
“It’s always interesting to go back and think about
women business leaders who, by her own admission,

The Daily News’
“Women & Business
Seminar”

how life works out,” Stephenson said. “I got into banking
by accident.”
She recalls handing out resumes to as many people
as she could. A church friend took her resume to someone at First Tennessee Bank. That led to an interview
with someone in the bank’s training program.
“He hired me before he realized I had no skills,”
Stephenson laughed. “That’s the truth. I was a liberal arts
major. History and English.”
She wasn’t a traditional candidate for the job, because
she didn’t come from a business or finance background.
What she did have, though, is a willingness to learn, the
personality of a manager and leader, and the capacity for
self-improvement.
As her career continued to twist and turn, she ended
up spending almost a decade with First Tennessee, then
almost a decade with Boatmen’s Bank. And she’s now
been at Independent Bank for 15 years.
“When Boatmen’s Bank gave me the chance to run
the bank in Tennessee, I was only 37 years old,” she
said. “It was a bold thing to do. I was a female, and I
was young. But they were willing, because they knew I
was passionate and deeply committed. So it was a great
thing.
“I have benefited enormously from all the women
who paid their dues for a long time before I ever came
onto the scene. I’m not only in their debt because they
created a great foundation that let people see women
had the capacity to do things, but I’m also in their debt
because the world wasn’t ready for them to have the opportunities they created for me. I’ve been a beneficiary of
a lot of things that went before me.”
For more information about The Daily News Seminars, go to http://seminars.memphisdailynews.com.

Immigration Reform on Horizon in United States
November’s presidential
election clarified a need for bipartisan
immigration reform; Republican intransigence on this issue melted away as they
watched about 71 percent of Latinos vote
in favor of the Democratic candidate.
Most Americans rejected the Republican immigration platform, which
essentially invited the undocumented to
“self-deport,”, and now the work begins
to create meaningful immigration reform
that is bipartisan, featuring a clear pathway toward citizenship for those who are
here illegally.
Reform could positively affect our society and economy – in the nation at large
and in our own Memphis community.
While not all undocumented immigrants are from Latin America, an estimated 54 percent were born in Mexico or
Central/South America.
Despite the lopsided support for President Obama by Latinos in the election and
the powerfully symbolic importance of
Justice Sonia Sotomayor administering
the oath of office to Vice President Biden,
Latino support for the president prior to
the summer of 2012 was far from assured.
Obama did not prioritize immigration
reform during his first term of office, and
instead focused solely on border control
and enforcement. In fact, Obama deported
more people from the U.S. in four years
than did the previous administration in
eight years.
As a result of these policies, coupled
with an anemic U.S. economy, for the first
time in 20 years, undocumented immigration (from Mexico) to the U.S. is decreas-

before consideration for citizenship.
ing, according to an April study by the Pew
As diverse and divergent American soHispanic Trust.
cial and political organizations line up beIn June, however, Obama instructed
hind comprehensive immigration reform,
his Justice Department – through execuincluding labor and business organizations
tive order – to support the ambitions of
and key religious organizations such as
“Dreamers;” the dreamers are young
the National Catholic Bishops Conference
people who were born elsewhere but
and the Southern Baptist Convention, it is
have lived here and attended school in
clear that immigration reform will become
the United States; dreamers with a clean
a legislative priority
police record who
early in the second
plan to continue
BRYCE
W.
ASHBY
&
Obama administratheir education or
MICHAEL J. LAROSA tion.
serve in our miliGUEST COLUMN
The benefits of
tary for two years,
passing comprecan now apply for
hensive immigration reform are numerous
permanent residency and citizenship.
and would positively influence our political
But executive orders are temporary
process by offering people “ownership,”
and only an act of Congress can make
in the form of potential citizenship, in U.S.
this enlightened decision of the president
society.
permanent law.
There are certain financial benefits to
Republicans realized in November
creating a comprehensive immigration
that they will never win the White House
reform.
without competing in Florida, California –
First, the national treasury would
mega states with huge immigrant populareceive tax revenues from people who are
tions – and other states, including New
working on, rather than off, the books.
Mexico, New Jersey and Nevada – states
The undocumented already pay billions
with significant Latino populations.
in taxes each year – they pay sales tax on
Republican representatives like Phil
items they buy, they indirectly pay real
Gingrey of Georgia, who insist that any
estate taxes by paying rents to landownpathway for citizenship for the undocuers, but a comprehensive reform would
mented is nothing more than “amnesty”
offer them the opportunity to pay taxes in
for lawbreakers, are out of step with the
a more uniform, systematic fashion.
national mood.
Also, by regularizing employment of
“Amnesty” is a legal term that means
those now called “the undocumented” the
complete forgiveness of past infractions:
social security system will be strengthThe forthcoming immigration reform that
ened as more people pay in.
we hope to see would require those seekComprehensive immigration reform
ing citizenship to first pay any and all back
would help pull workers out from the
taxes, pay a fine and admit to their guilt

shadows, allowing us to improve working conditions for all wage earners and
minimize unscrupulous labor practices,
as currently practiced, by companies that
benefit from paying unfair, illegal wages to
the undocumented.
Locally, immigration reform could help
ameliorate a long-standing social problem
in Memphis: a dwindling population and
tax base.
With a Latino population in the MidSouth that is most likely double the official
2012 census estimate of 52,000, Memphis
stands to benefit substantially from legislation that allows these residents to more
fully engage in the economy and community without fear of deportation.
Memphis should follow the lead of Baltimore and Dayton, Ohio, – communities
that have led by welcoming immigrants
through innovative city programs offering
social, health and education to residents of
the city. No questions asked.
A real opportunity to move forward on
comprehensive immigration reform exits.
Such reform is in the interest of all citizens,
Democrats and Republican alike.
Supporting the undocumented in their
aspiration to work, build families here and
contribute to our society is good for our
democracy, for our city, and it would be
beneficial for the economy and would help
to remind all of us of the unlimited opportunities represented by this nation.
Bryce W. Ashby is a Memphis-based attorney and board member at Latino Memphis Inc. Michael J. LaRosa is an associate
professor of history at Rhodes College.
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H E A L T H CA R E & B IOT E C H

Baptist to Highlight RN to BSN Program
MICHAEL WADDELL | Special to The Memphis News

T

he Baptist College of Health Sciences is gearing up for a series of
open houses over the next several
months, with the first set for this Saturday
and open to all prospective students. The
following three open houses on Feb. 7,
April 4 and June 6 will be designed specifically for people interested in the college’s
RN to BSN (Registered Nurse to Bachelor
of Science in Nursing) program, which is
tailored for working adults. Students can
complete their baccalaureate degree in 12
months.
“Many of the institutions locally and
nationally are promoting that associates
degree nurses and diploma nurses return
back to school and complete their degree
curriculum to at least have the minimum
of the BSN,” said Dr. Anne Plumb, Baptist
College of Health Sciences dean of nursing. “Literature does support the increase
in preparation of the nurse at the bedside
has significantly improved quality and
safety outcomes for the care of patients.”
Many hospitals are now expressing
a preference for BSN education level as

the entry for the professional nursing
workforce.
Several institutions have strategic
initiatives to increase the current workforce of BSN-prepared nurses to 80
percent by 2020 as recommended by the
Committee on the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation Initiative on the Future of
Nursing at the Institute of Medicine. Many
institutions have reimbursement programs
for their nurses to go back to schools for
their BSN and/or MSN.
“What sets us apart from other schools
is we are not a liberal arts college or a
business college. We are a health sciences
college,” said Lissa Morgan, head of the
college’s admissions department. “So from
the beginning English class to the last case
management or leadership class, it is all
dedicated to making that person the best
health care practitioner that they possibly
could be.”
The college’s fall 2012 semester enrollment of 1,025 students was the highest
ever for the college, and spring 2013 numbers are estimated at 1,043 students. In the
traditional program, more than 800 students declare nursing as their major. Half
are pre-nursing students in general studies
education and half are enrolled in profes-

»

sional course work.
Plumb expects continued growth in the
school’s enrollment following the recent
report from the Institute of Medicine, and
she believes a large number of nursing
jobs will become available over the next
several years.
“I do foresee many of our seasoned
nurses who have come out of part-time
employment and gone full time due to
the economy going back to part-time or
retiring,” she said. “So I think that’s going
to open up a floodgate of open positions
by 2020.”
Baptist College of Health Sciences is a
private, Christian school that transitioned
into baccalaureate education in 1994,
admitted its first traditional baccalaureate
class in 1995 and graduated its first class
in 1999, when the RN to BSN program
formed.
“Since then, the RN to BSN program
has sustained itself with average enrollment of 35 to 50 students per calendar
year, and our graduation and completion
rates are very high,” Plumb said.
As of April 2012, the college has awarded 2,107 baccalaureate degrees.
There are currently 50 students enrolled in the RN to BSN program, and Bap-

tist currently has no cap on the number
that could be admitted for future classes.
The college also offers baccalaureate
degrees in eight other health care majors
in addition to nursing: biomedical sciences, diagnostic medical sonography,
health care management, medical laboratory science, medical radiography, nuclear
medicine technology, radiation therapy
and respiratory care.
“The biomedical sciences major is
brand new, and we are so excited,” Morgan
said. “We will be launching it for fall 2013
applicants. One of the things that makes
our program very different is that it will
offer some science courses that are quite
advanced that many times would not be
offered until the graduate level, such as
histology and infectious diseases.”
The biomedical sciences program
is the only one of its kind in Memphis.
Students will be surrounded by clinicians
and have opportunities to shadow current
health care practitioners and join organizations that develop leadership skills.
The upcoming open houses will take
place in the college’s main building at 1003
Madison Ave. The school will also host a
“Male Call” event on Feb. 9 for males interested in the health care industry.

Hughes at taylor@memphisrotary.org.

Park Ave. An opening event, “The Anti-Lecture:
A Conversation About an Art Community,”
will be held Sunday at 2 p.m. The exhibit runs
through April 18. Visit dixon.org.

happenings
Nike Inc. will host construction symposiums for locally
owned small, women-owned and minority businesses
Thursday, Feb. 7, and Friday, Feb. 8, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at
the U of M Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law, 1 N. Front St.
Attendees will learn about construction opportunities at
Nike’s Memphis expansion. R.S.V.P. to Brenda Montgomery
at bmontgomery@memphischamber.com or 543-3500.

» Community
Memphis Botanic Garden will host a nature
photography course for adults Saturday, Feb. 2,
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the garden, 750
Cherry Road. Attendees will learn digital photo
techniques for capturing wildlife. Cost is $5 for
members and $10 for nonmembers. Call 6364131 to register.
Special Olympics Greater Memphis will hold
its 14th annual Polar Bear Plunge and seventh
annual chili cook-off Saturday, Feb. 2, at Mud
Island River Park, 125 N. Front St. Gates open
for the cook-off at 10 a.m., and the plunge is at 3
p.m. Visit specialolympicsmem.org.
Bank On Memphis will relaunch Saturday, Feb.
2, at 11 a.m. at Soulsville Towne Center, 915 E.
McLemore Ave. Shelby County Trustee David
Lenoir and Memphis Mayor A C Wharton Jr. will
host the event, and free tax preparation will be
provided 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 432-4882.
The University of Memphis will screen “Duty
of the Hour,” a documentary about Dr. Benjamin
L. Hooks Monday, Feb. 4, at 5:30 p.m. in the
Michael D. Rose Theatre on campus, 470 University St. Cost is free. Visit memphis.edu.
Memphis Farmers Market will host a fivecourse Farm to Fork dinner featuring locally grown foods Monday, Feb. 4, at 6 p.m. at

Amerigo Restaurant, 1239 Ridgeway Road. Cost
is $40. R.S.V.P. to 848-4009.
The Circuit Playhouse will host New Colony
Theatre of Chicago’s “The Warriors for Newtown,” Monday, Feb. 4, at 7 p.m. at the theater,
51 S. Cooper St. Half of proceeds will go to the
Sandy Hook School Support Fund and half to
the Memphis Gun Down Program. Suggested
donation is $10. Visit playhouseonthesquare.
org.
The Council of Supply Chain Management
Professionals Mid-South Regional Roundtable will hold its Memphis Intermodal Shippers
Lunch & Learn and bus tour of the new Norfolk
Southern facility in Rossville, Tenn., Tuesday,
Feb. 5, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., meeting at the
Collierville Chamber of Commerce, 485 Halle
Park Drive. Cost is $25. Online registration at
http://goo.gl/iMxo4 is required.
Church Health Center will hold a volunteer
expo Tuesday, Feb. 5, at 11:30 a.m. at Church
Health Center Wellness, 1115 Union Ave. Contact
Jennie Dickerson at dickersonj@churchhealthcenter.org or 701-2097.
Memphis Rotary Club will meet Tuesday, Feb.
5, at noon at the University Club of Memphis,
1346 Central Ave. Troy Keeping, president and
general manager of Southland Gaming and
Racing, will speak. Cost is $18. R.S.V.P. to Taylor

Methodist Le Bonheur Germantown Hospital will host a stroke survivor group meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 5, at 4 p.m. in Medical Office
Building A, suite 250, 7655 Poplar Ave. Physical
therapist Toni Graziosi will discuss trends in
stroke care. Call Angela Mensi at 516-6929.
Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, Feb. 6, from
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Better Business Bureau,
3693 Tyndale Ave. Don and Holly Swogger of
Homevestors will present “Build Wealth Buying
Real Estate.” Cost is free. Visit talkshoppe.biz.
The Rotary Club of Memphis East will meet
Wednesday, Feb. 6, at noon at The Racquet Club
of Memphis, 5111 Sanderlin Ave. New Memphis
Institute executive director Nancy Coffee will
speak. Cost is $17. R.S.V.P. to Lee Hughes at
lmhughes@bellsouth.net.
The University of Memphis will host a Black
History Month lecture by journalist and author
Isabel Wilkerson Thursday, Feb. 7, at 6:30 p.m. in
the Michael D. Rose Theatre, 470 University St.
Wilkerson’s talk is titled “The Warmth of Other
Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration.” Cost is free. Visit memphis.edu.
Rhodes College will host Miami University of
Ohio professor Steven L. Tuck, presenting the
James F. Ruffin Lecture in the Fine Arts, Thursday, Feb. 7, at 6 p.m. in the Frazier Jelke Science
Center on Rhodes’ campus, 2000 North Parkway. Tuck’s lecture is titled “Myth, Meaning and
Metaphor: Sculptures From a Roman Imperial
Villa.” Cost is free. Visit rhodes.edu.

» the arts
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host
country-rock singer Bryan Hartley as part of
its Winter Bistro Music Series Saturday, Feb.
2, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the bookstore, 387
Perkins Road Extended. Visit thebooksellersatlaurelwood.com.
Dixon Gallery and Gardens will open its Present Tense: The Art of Memphis from 2001–Now
exhibit, featuring works by more than 70 Memphis artists, Sunday, Feb. 3, at the gallery, 4339

The Orpheum Theatre will present “Billy Elliot
the Musical” Tuesday, Feb. 5, through Feb. 10
at the theater, 203 S. Main St. Visit orpheummemphis.com or call 525-3000.
Ballet Memphis and Crosstown Arts will
launch spark: conversations with Ballet
Memphis Wednesday, Feb. 6, at 6:30 p.m. at
Crosstown Arts, 427 N. Watkins St. The series
will feature artists’ views through panels, film
screenings and more. The first event focuses
on angles of family life in conjunction with the
ballet’s Feb. 22-24 performance of “Family Matters.” Visit balletmemphis.org.
Germantown Performing Arts Centre will
host Black Watch & Bagpipes, featuring the Wolf
River Pipes and Drums, Wednesday, Feb. 6, at
7 p.m. at GPAC, 1801 Exeter Road. Cost is free;
R.S.V.P. to hefley@gpacweb.com or 751-7665.
Rhodes College will present Jazz at Cafe Eclectic, featuring the Rhodes faculty jazz players,
Wednesday, Feb. 6, at 8 p.m. at the cafe, 603 N.
McLean Blvd. Visit rhodes.edu.
Playhouse on the Square will present “Sunset
Boulevard” through Feb. 17 at Playhouse, 66 S.
Cooper St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org.
The Circuit Playhouse and Hattiloo Theatre
will present “The Mountaintop” through Feb. 10
at Circuit, 51 S. Cooper St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org for times and tickets.
Christian Brothers University hosts the MidSouth Woodturners Guild’s woodturning collection in the Beverly & Sam Ross Gallery in Plough
Memorial Library on the CBU campus, 650 East
Parkway S. The exhibit runs through Feb. 3. Visit
cbu.edu or midsouthwoodturners.com.
Eclectic Eye hosts Faces by Cornelius Carter
in its showroom, 242 S. Cooper St. Carter’s
impressionistic paintings depict 19th and 20th
century pop and music icons. The exhibit runs
through Feb. 27. Visit eclectic-eye.com.
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Week of 1/21/13 - 1/27/13
crosswords

The Weekly
Crossword
The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Wineglass
feature
5 Central region
10 Make a trade
14 Bearded Smurf
15 Hopping mad
16 Brazilian soccer
legend
17 Comparable (to)
18 Headlight gas
19 Glasgow gal
20 Cookbook entry
22 Aussie hopper
24 Lends a hand
26 Pinball error
27 Theater feature
31 Avoid litigation
35 Hobbyist's buy
36 Roof overhangs
38 Staircase post
39 Dot on a map
41 Errand runner
43 Pore over
44 Lavish spread
46 Whoop it up
48 Eden evictee
49 CPA's type of
year
51 Till holder
53 Medicinal plant
55 Hockey venue
56 San Francisco
icon
60 Wildflower
locale
64 "Carmen"
highlight
65 Theatrical
whisper
67 Hefty horn
68 Boxer's prize
69 Iced tea flavor
70 Arab leader
71 Japanese wine
72 Put into office
73 APR part
DOWN
1 Trade punches
2 Scene attempt
3 Sweeping story
4 "Flashdance"
song
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3
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5 Assortment
37 Cut, as ties
58 Swindle
6 Anger
40 Intensify
59 Frosty coating
7 Like many a
42 Army unit
61 Defunct Russian
cellar
45 Folklore tidbit
parliament
8 Weasel cousin
47 Pickup shtick
62 Death notice,
9 Federer's sport 50 Setting
briefly
10 Painter's
52 Yamaguchi, e.g. 63 "Silver" or "soft"
problem
ending
54 Painter's prop
11 Get tiresome
56 Vehicles for hire 66 Elmer, to Bugs
12 "The Sun ___
57 Nevada's
Rises"
____ 51
13 Money in
Mazatlan
21 Peak discoverer
Answer to Last Week's Crossword
Zebulon
A C M E
O P E N
23 Country crooner B O O K
U P O N
S H A M E
F A R E
Campbell
L A Z E
P U P I L
F L A X
25 Really enjoy
B L E E D E R
R E A L I S T
27 Watercraft for
C O N C H
P R O N E
one
P A P A W
H O T H E A D
28 Children of
E L A P S E
T E A
D R I P
Japanese
L O P
E V I D E N T
O R E
immigrants
T
E
E
M
E
R
E
T
R
E
M
O R
29 Week
Road reference
of 1/21/13 - 1/27/13
R E P R E S S
A N E N T
30 Send to a
S C A R Y
K E T C H
specialist
S C H N O O K
C I T A D E L
32 Twitter posting
L O A D
N I T E R
N O G O
33 Shove off
A P S E
E L I D E
C L I P
34 Person to
B E E R
O P E D
E L S E
respect

Sudoku
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Difficulty : Easy



 







HOW
TO SOLVE:

HOW TO PLAY

Each row must contain the

numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the numbers 1

to 9; and each set of 3 by 3

boxes must contain the

numbers 1 to 9.

Answer to Last Week's Sudoku
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public notices
public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
AND SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
terms and conditions of payments,
pursuant to a certain Deed of Trust
executed by Elgenor Douglas and Kenya
Douglas, husband and wife, to Trace
Robbins, Trustee, dated the 9th day of
April, 2007 and being of record in Book
1795, Page 851, Register’s Office for
Madison County, Tennessee, referred
to herein as the deed of trust, which
conveyed certain real property, appurtenances, estate, title and interest therein
in trust to secure the indebtedness
described therein, which indebtedness
is now due and unpaid and has been
declared in default by the lawful owner
thereof, Beneficial Tennessee, Inc. Appointment of Substitute Trustee having
been duly executed by the holder of the
note and beneficiary of said Deed of
Trust, and appointing William Timothy
Hill as Substitute Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, William Timothy
Hill, Trustee, pursuant to the said Deed
of Trust, having been requested by the
owner and holder of said indebtedness
so to do, by virtue of the authority and
power vested in me by said deed of trust
and appointing of Substitute Trustee
will on the 8th day of February, 2013,
at 12:00 noon, on the front door of the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Madison County, Tennessee, sell at
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash (or credit upon the indebtedness
secured, if the holder is the successful purchaser) the following described
property located in Madison County,
Tennessee, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stake in the West margin of Fair Oaks Place at the Northeast
corner of Lot No. 10, Block No. 1, in
Section 1 of Fair Oaks Subdivision,
as per plat of record in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee,
and runs thence West with the North
boundary of Lot No. 10 a distance of
160 feet to a stake at the Northwest
corner of Lot No. 10; thence North 9
1/2 degrees West a distance of 96 1/2
feet to a stake at the Southwest corner
of Lot No. 12; thence North 80 1/2
degrees East a distance of 160 feet to
a stake at the Southwest corner of Lot
No. 12 at a point in the West margin
of Fair Oaks Place; thence South with
the West margin of Fair Oaks Place a
distance of 96 1/2 feet to the point
of beginning, and being Lot No. 11,
Block No. 1, in Section I of Fair Oaks
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 1, Page 216,
In the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
BEING the same property conveyed to
Elgenor Douglas, by deed Recorded
6/2/05 at Book 668, Page 88, Register’s Office for Madison County,
Tennessee.
This is improved property known as
23 Fair Oaks Dr., Jackson, TN
If there is any discrepancy with the
street address, the legal description
will control.
At the time of this publication, the §
35‐5‐117 notice of the right to foreclose
was timely forwarded. The sale of the
property described in said Deed of Trust
shall be subject to any and all instrument
of record, prior liens, encumbrances,
deeds of trust, easements, restrictions,
building lines, unpaid taxes, assessments, penalties and interest, if any. All
right and equity of redemption, homestead, dower and all other exceptions are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
and the title is believed to be good, but
the Substitute Trustee will convey and
sell only as Substitute Trustee. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day or time certain without
further publication, upon announcement
at the time for the above.
This 11th day of January, 2013.
William Timothy Hill, Substitute
Trustee
Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 1, 2013 Fin11421
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the

performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated December 16, 2003, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded December 18, 2003, at Book
T1544, Page 745 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Daniel A. Palazzo and
Vickie J. Palazzo, conveying certain property therein described to Randall Ray, a
Tennessee Corporation as Trustee for
NBR Mortgage; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 14, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number 101, Section VII,
Forrest Pointe, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 6, at Page 281,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 245 Willow
Branch, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: Daniel A. Palazzo; Vickie J.
Palazzo
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑121199
DATED January 14, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 1, 2013 Fin11423
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 4, 2007, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 7, 2007, at Book T1798,
Page 117 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Joyce Jenkins, conveying
certain property therein described to
Atty. Arnold M. Weiss, a resident of
Shelby County, as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
a separate corporation acting solely as
nominee for Homecomings Financial,
LLC (F/K/A Homecomings Financial
Network, Inc.) and Homecomings Financial, LLC (F/K/A Homecomings Financial
Network, Inc.) successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 14, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property here-

inafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Being Lot Number Three Hundred
Twelve (312), Section III, Briar Hill
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 9, at Page 120,
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, reference to
which plat is hereby made for a more
particular description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 51 Sedgefield
Drive, Jackson, Tennessee 38305
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: Joyce Jenkins
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1455‑230460
DATED January 14, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 1, 2013 Fin11424
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 10, 2007, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 12, 2007, at
Book T1814, Page 291 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by James Neal
Maners, Jr. Sherrie Ann Maners Sherrie
Ann Maners and James Neal Maners,
Jr., conveying certain property therein described to Charles Patterson as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as a separate corporation that is acting solely as a nominee
for Madison First Financial, Inc. and
Madison First Financial, Inc.’s successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 21, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Land lying and being in the Third
Civil District of Madison County, Ten‑
nessee, and being more particularly
described as follows, to‑wit:
Being Lot Number Six Hundred Six‑
teen (616), Section VI, Willow Green
Subdivision, a plat of which appears
of record in Plat Book 8 at Page 214
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 948 Grayson Lane,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any ap-

plicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: James Neal Maners Jr.; Sherrie
Ann Maners; First State Bank‑ Jackson
Regional Office; Union Planters Bank,
NA; Sherrie Ann Maners; James Neal
Maners, Jr.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
902‑207352
DATED January 23, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 8, 2013 Fin11426
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 14, 2008, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded November 17, 2008,
at Book T1845, Page 1841 in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Terrell Stroud, conveying certain property
therein described to Williams, McDaniel & Wolfe as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Delta Trust Mortgage
Corporation, its successors and assigns;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 21, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin on the West
margin of River Chase Drive 25 feet
at right angles from centerline at the
Southeast corner of Lot 202, Sec‑
tion II, River Chase Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 310
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee; thence with the
West margin of River Chase Drive
South a distance of 63 feet to a point
at the beginning of a curve; thence
with said curve Radius of 245 feet to
the right a distance of 47.40 feet to
an iron pin at the Northeast corner of
Lot 31, Section I as recorded in Plat
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Book 5, Page 230 in said Register’s
Office thence with the North line of
Lot 31 North 62 degrees 58 minutes
West a distance of 163.30 feet to an
iron pin at the Southeast corner of Lot
29, thence with the East line of Lot
29 North a distance of 50 feet to an
iron pin at the Southwest corner of
Lot 202; thence with the South line of
Lot 202 South 84 degrees 37 minutes
East a distance of 150.70 feet to the
point of beginning. Being Lot 201,
Section II, River Chase Subdivision
platted as aforesaid, as surveyed by
David Hall Land Surveying Company,
Register’s Land Surveyor Number 943
on May 20, 1994.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 49 River Chase
Drive, Jackson, Tennessee 38305‑
5912
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable; any
statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any
prior liens or encumbrances as well as
any priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Terrell Stroud; Midland Funding LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑217034
DATED January 23, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 8, 2013 Fin11427
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
AND SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the
terms and conditions of payments,
pursuant to a certain Deed of Trust
executed by Annette Lewis and Yvette A.
Flippen, both single, to Transcontinental
Title, Trustee, dated the 26th day of July,
2007 and being of record in Book T1808,
page 934, Register’s Office for Madison
County, Tennessee, referred to herein
as the deed of trust, debts and obligations having been assigned by MERS
as nominee for Solstice Capital Group,
Inc. at Book 1920, page 1786, which
conveyed certain real property, appurtenances, estate, title and interest therein
Continued on page 32
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in trust to secure the indebtedness
described therein, which indebtedness
is now due and unpaid and has been
declared in default by the lawful owner
thereof, Household Financial Center,
Inc. Appointment of Substitute Trustee
having been duly executed by the holder
of the note and beneficiary of said Deed
of Trust, and appointing William Timothy
Hill as Substitute Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, William Timothy
Hill, Trustee, pursuant to the said Deed
of Trust, having been requested by the
owner and holder of said indebtedness
so to do, by virtue of the authority and
power vested in me by said deed of trust
and appointing of Substitute Trustee will
on the 15th day of February, 2013, at
12:00 noon., on the front door of the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson,
Madison County, Tennessee, sell at
public outcry to the highest bidder for
cash (or credit upon the indebtedness
secured, if the holder is the successful purchaser) the following described
property located in Madison County,
Tennessee, to wit:
Being Lot No. 23, of the River Chase
Subdivision, as shown by plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 5, page
230, Register’s Office for Madison
County, Tennessee, to which reference
is made for a complete description.
Tax Id#43C D 13.00
BEING the same property conveyed to
Annette Lewis and Yvette A. Flippen,
by deed recorded 5/11/05 at Book
666, page 941, Register’s Office for
Madison County, Tennessee.
This is improved property known as
147 Candlewick Dr, Jackson, TN
If there is any discrepancy with the
street address, the legal description
will control.
At the time of this publication, the §
35‐5‐117 notice of the right to foreclose
was timely forwarded. The sale of the
property described in said Deed of Trust
shall be subject to any and all instrument
of record, prior liens, encumbrances,
deeds of trust, easements, restrictions,
building lines, unpaid taxes, assessments, penalties and interest, if any. All
right and equity of redemption, homestead, dower and all other exceptions are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
and the title is believed to be good, but
the Substitute Trustee will convey and
sell only as Substitute Trustee. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day or time certain without
further publication, upon announcement
at the time for the above.
This 23rd day of January, 2013.
William Timothy Hill, Substitute
Trustee
Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 8, 2013 Fin11429
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust
Note dated October 8, 2004, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded October 22, 2004, at
Book T1622, Page 736 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Reginald E.
Shaw and Valerie Shaw, conveying

certain property therein described to
Sheila Boykin Stevenson 215 East Main
Street, a resident of Jackson, TN 38301
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc, as nominee for
Fremont Investment & Loan, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 28, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Tract 1: Beginning at an iron stake in
the Western margin of a road at a point
998 feet from the Southern margin
of U.S. Highway 45 right of way, this
point being in the Western margin of
60 feet road connection U.S. Highway
45 and the Old Jackson‑Henderson
Road; runs thence with the Western
margin of the same South 0 degrees
and 30 minutes West 205 feet to a
stake; runs thence West 175 feet to
a stake; runs thence North 0 degrees
and 30 minutes East 205 feet to a
stake; runs thence East 175 feet to
the place of beginning.
Tract 2: Lot 10, Phase I, Southview
Subdivision, as recorded in Plat Book
5, Page 319 in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee.
Less and Except the portion of the
subject property lying in Chester
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 50 Southview
Drive, Pinson, Tennessee 38366
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing;
and to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property: Reginald E. Shaw; Valerie Shaw;
Fremont Investment & Loan; Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700‑225069
DATED January 25, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
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FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Feb. 1, 8, 15, 2013
Fin11441
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 31, 1986, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded August 4, 1986, at Book 718,
Page 435 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Windell Willis and Sheila L.
Willis, conveying certain property therein
described to Karen Kimes and Jules P.
Harlicka, either of whom may act as
Trustee for Fleet Real Estate Funding
Corporation; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 28, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a found iron pin in the
East line of Rhea Street (50’ R.O.W.)
at the Northwest corner of Lot 21
in the A.B. Stacks Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 108
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, proceed North 5
degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds East
along the East line of Rhea Street for
a distance of 100.0 feet to a found
iron pin at the Southwest corner of Lot
18 in the aforementioned subdivision,
thence South 86 degrees 00 minutes
13 seconds East along the South
line of said Lot 18 for a distance of
175.00 feet to a set iron pin in the
West line of Lot 1 of the aforemen‑
tioned subdivision, thence South
5 degrees 25 minutes 07 seconds
West along the West line of said Lot
1 for a distance of 102.30 feet to a
set iron pin in the North line of Lot
21 in the aforementioned subdivision,
thence North 85 degrees 15 minutes
00 seconds West along the North line
of said Lot 21 to the point of begin‑
ning, containing 17,706 square feet
or 0.41 acre more or less. Being Lots
19 and 20, A.B. Stacks Subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 1 at Page 108
in the Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 128 Rhea Street,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301‑6749
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable; any
statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any
prior liens or encumbrances as well as
any priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey of
the premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Windell Willis; Sheila L. Willis; Arrow
Financial Services LLC, as assignee for
GE Money Bank
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
795‑230924
DATED January 30, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM

Feb. 1, 8, 15, 2013

Fin11442

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 8, 2005, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 18, 2005, at Book T1687,
Page 486 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Nicolle C. Kinnon, conveying
certain property therein described to
Nations Title Agency of Tennessee Inc.
and/or Nations Lending as Trustee for
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as a separate corporation
that is acting solely as a nominee for
Decision One Mortgage Company LLC
and Decision One Mortgage Company,
LLC’s successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 28, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lying and being in the Fourth Ward
of the City of Jackson of Madison
County, Tennessee, and more par‑
ticularly bounded and described as
follows, to‑wit:
Beginning on a stake in the north
margin of Westwood (formerly Ste‑
vens Street) at a point 108 feet
east of the northeast intersection of
Prospect and Westwood, and runs
thence north and parallel with and
within three feet of the east line of
Lot No. 2, 150 feet to a ten foot alley;
thence east with said alley 50 feet
to the northwest corner of Lot No. 4;
thence south with the west line of Lot
No. 4, 150 feet to the north margin
of Westwood; thence west with the
north margin of Westwood 50 feet to
the point of beginning. Same being a
portion of Lot No. 3 in Block No. 2 of
the Walnut Grove Subdivision of the
Highland Park Addition to the City of
Jackson, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 215 Westwood Av‑
enue, Jackson, Tennessee 38301
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
In addition, the following parties may
claim an interest in the above-referenced
property: Nicolle C. Kinnon; Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc
as nominee for Decision One Mortgage
Company, LLC; Decision One Mortgage
Company, LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑132513
DATED January 28, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Feb. 1, 8, 15, 2013
Fin11443
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the

performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated November 5, 2005, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded November 14, 2005, at Book
T1717, Page 557 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Thomas R. Roland, Jr.
and Margaret Roland, conveying certain
property therein described to Mark A.
Ellmore, PC as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as a separate corporation that is acting
solely as a nominee for The Mortgage
Outlet, Inc. and The Mortgage Outlet,
Inc.’s successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on February 28, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennes‑
see, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the highest bidder
FOR CASH, free from the statutory right
of redemption, homestead, dower, and
all other exemptions which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property
being real estate situated in Madison
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lying and being in Madison County,
Tennessee, and beginning at an iron
pin in the West margin of Woodscreek
Drive said point being the Northeast
corner of Lot Number 9, Section I,
Oakwood Hills West Subdivision, a
plat of which appears of record in Plat
Book 4, Page 99, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee;
runs thence North 86 degrees 54.6
minutes West with the North margin
of Lot Number 9 a distance of 288.7
feet to an iron pin at the Northwest
corner of Lot Number 9; runs thence
North 03 degrees 05.4 minutes East a
distance of 149.6 feet to an iron pin at
the Southwest corner of Lot Number 5
in said Subdivision; runs thence South
86 degrees 54.6 minutes East with
the South margin of Lot Number 5 a
distance of 293.7 feet to an iron pin
in the West margin of Woodscreek
Drive, said point being the Southeast
corner of Lot Number 5; runs thence
South 05 degrees 00.4 minutes West
with the West margin of Woodscreek
Drive a distance of 149.7 feet to the
point of beginning. Being Lot Number
7, Section I, Oakwood Hills West
Subdivision, platted as aforesaid and
as surveyed by Thomas L. Dean As‑
sociates on August 7, 1990. License
Surveyor Number 287, 1207 Mifflin
Road, Jackson, Tennessee 38301.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 30 Woodscreek
Drive, Jackson, Tennessee 38305‑
9770
The HB 3588 letter was mailed to
the borrower(s) pursuant to Tennessee
Code Annotated 35-5-117. This sale is
subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements, or
setback lines that may be applicable;
any statutory rights of redemption of any
governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well
as any priority created by a fixture filing;
and to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim an
interest in the above-referenced property: Thomas R. Roland, Jr.; Margaret
Roland
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286‑229707
DATED January 30, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Feb. 1, 8, 15, 2013
Fin11444
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public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
AND SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Default having been made in the terms
and conditions of payments, pursuant
to a certain Deed of Trust executed by
Virginia A. Dixon, a married person, to
Wilson and Associates, PLLC, Trustee,
dated the 17th day of February, 2006,
and being of record in Book 1261, Page
629, Register’s Office for Tipton County,
Tennessee, referred to herein as the
deed of trust, debts and obligations having been assigned by MERS as nominee
for M&I Bank FSB at Book 1556, Page
635, which conveyed certain real property, appurtenances, estate, title and
interest therein in trust to secure the
indebtedness described therein, which
indebtedness is now due and unpaid and
has been declared in default by the lawful
owner thereof, HSBC Mortgage Services,
Inc. Appointment of Substitute Trustee
having been duly executed by the holder
of the note and beneficiary of said Deed
of Trust and appointing William Timothy
Hill as Substitute Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, William Timothy
Hill, Trustee, pursuant to the said Deed
of Trust, having been requested by the
owner and holder of said indebtedness
so to do, by virtue of the authority and
power vested in me by said deed of trust
and appointing of Substitute Trustee
will on the 7th day of February, 2013,
at 12:00 noon, on the front door of the
Tipton County Courthouse, Covington,
Tipton County, Tennessee, sell at public
outcry to the highest bidder for cash (or
credit upon the indebtedness secured, if
the holder is the successful purchaser)
the following described property located
in Tipton County, Tennessee, to wit:
LOT 33, Section C, Woodale Subdivision,
as recorded in Tipton County Register’s
Office, Plat Cabinet B, Slides 183 and
184, in the Register’s Office of Tipton
County, Tennessee, to which plat reference is made for a more particular
description of said property.
BEING the same property conveyed to
Virginia A. Ford by Warranty Deed dated
4/27/00 of record in Book 899, Page
858, in the Register’s Office for Tipton
County, Tennessee.
This is improved property known as 308
Woodmont Cove, Covington, TN.
Other interested parties: M&I Bank/The
Bank of New York Trust Co., trustee as
successor to JP Morgan Chase Bank;
Mickey D. Dixon
If there is any discrepancy with the
street address, the legal description
will control.
At the time of this publication, the §
35‐5‐117 notice of the right to foreclose
was timely forwarded. The sale of the
property described in said Deed of Trust
shall be subject to any and all instrument
of record, prior liens, encumbrances,
deeds of trust, easements, restrictions,
building lines, unpaid taxes, assessments, penalties and interest, if any. All
right and equity of redemption, homestead, dower and all other exceptions are
expressly waived in said Deed of Trust,
and the title is believed to be good, but
the Substitute Trustee will convey and
sell only as Substitute Trustee. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale
to another day or time certain without
further publication, upon announcement
at the time for the above.
This is an attempt to collect a debt and
any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.
This 14th day of January, 2013.
William Timothy Hill, Substitute
Trustee
Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 1, 2013 Fin11425

Misc. Notices
Shelby County
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on February 12, 2013 at 11:00
AM at the Extra Space Storage facility

located at: 5675 Summer Ave., Memphis, TN 38134 901-372-6180
The personal goods stored therein by
the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances. REGINA
ROCHELLE #E014, AMANDA RUSSO
#F012, DEMETRIA CARPENTER #G028.
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11428
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on February 13, 2013 at 9:30
A.M at the Extra Space Storage facility
located at:
2010 W. Poplar Ave.
Collierville, TN 38017
901‑853‑6382
The personal goods stored therein by
the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances. Kimyata
Izevbizuaiyamu #012, Elizabeth Phillips
#246, Lisa Hirschman #564, Jessica
Fleming #869.
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11430
NOTICE OF SALE
PODS of Memphis, LLC hereby publishes
notice, as required Tennessee SelfService Storage Facility Act (TN Stat.
66-31-101- 66-31-107) of a public sale
of the property listed below to satisfy a
landlords lien. All sales are for cash to
the highest bidder and are considered
final PODS of Memphis, LLC reserves the
right to reject any bids Auction is to be
located at: 3409 Democrat Road Memphis TN 38118 and will be held Tuesday,
February 13, 2013 at 2:00 PM.
CUSTOMER CONTAINER#
Beard, Dolores 312B33 Clements, Greg
1460B Daniels, April 178B33 Garrett,
Brandon 389A20 Guthrie, John 160B33
Ivory, Wyshanda 8049B33 James, Gregory 387B33 Summers, Brenetta68B33
Sutton, Nicole 462B52, 300B33,
8074B118, 440B33, 14204BX Dowery,
Henry 8172B79 Contents include but
not limited to: Household items, books,
exercise equipment, stereo equipment
and more.
Feb. 2, 9, 2013
Min11432
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE
UNDERSIGNED WILL SELL, TO SATISFY LEIN OF THE OWNER, AT PUBLIC
SALE BY COMPETITVE BIDDING ON
FEBRUARY 12, 2013 AT 11:45 P.M. AT
THE EXTRA SPACE STORAGE FACILITY
LOCATED AT:
4994 RALEIGH-LAGRANGE
MEMPHIS, TN. 38128
901-388-9272
THE PERSONAL GOODS STORED
THEREIN BY THE FOLLOWING MAY
INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD, FURNITURE,
BOXES, CLOTHES, AND APPLIANCES.
A004C ALICIA L HALL, B004 CANDICE
FLEMING, B015 CARYN NORFLEAT,
B025 WILLIAM THOMAS, B046 MARIO
JOHNSON, C010 TIFFANY MORGAN,
C036 LATOYA JONES, D007A CORDERO BOYD, F017 TOYA TAYLOR, F037
AMBER JACKSON, G007 TROYQUITA
WILLIAMS.
PURCHASES MUST BE MADE WITH
CASH ONLY AND PAID AT THE TIME
OF SALE. ALL GOODS ARE SOLD AS IS
AND MUST BE REMOVED AT THE TIME
OF PURCHASE. EXTRA SPACE STORAGE
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO BID. SALE IS
SUBJECT TO ADJOURNMENT.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11434
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on FEBRUARY 12, 2013 at

9:30 AM at the Extra Space Storage
facility located at:
2625 Mt. Moriah Rd.
Memphis, TN 38115
(901) 794‑1223
The personal goods stored therein by
the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances.
CLEARTHUR WHITLEY #22, TAR‑
RAH HUGGINS #33, ANGELA HEARD
#60, HENDERSON LUMPKINS #62,
JAMES HODGES II #152, CORTNEY
LENOIR #195, JENIECE CHALMERS
#217, DERRICK HOLLINGSWORTH
#232, CATHERINE BERRY #252,
TODD CHAPMAN #280, ALEXANDRIA
MOORE #341, LISA CAIN #468 & 470,
JEFFERY HAWKINS #575, AMANDA
VAUGHN #612.
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11435
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on FEBRUARY 12, 2013 at
10:45 A.M. at the Extra Space Storage
facility located at:
7301 Winchester Rd.
Memphis, TN 38125
(901) 759-1736
The personal goods stored therein by
the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances.
UNIT #12 JOSHUA FORD, UNIT 313
MARY N. SMITH, UNIT #13 MIKE DESILVA, UNIT #14 KATRINA KENDRIX,
UNIT #15 EUREKA DUCKETT, UNIT #35
ERNIE PRUDE, UNIT #181 BRADLEY
BLAIR, UNIT #182 KEVIN COX, UNIT
#212 SHANNON MITCHELL, UNIT
#242 DWAIN HARRISON, UNIT #253
CASSANDRA COHN, UNIT #265 JOHN
PERKINS, UNIT #276 SHANNA MILLER,
UNIT #277 KATHY RIVERS, UNIT #309
DEXSTER WILLIAMS, UNIT #309 DEXTER CHANGE THIS, UNIT #311 LATREY
SMITH, UNIT #243 GERIMY MEYERS,
UNIT #328 DIANE LEWIS, UNIT #356 TERESA SPILLERS, UNIT #387 LEANETRA
ANDREWS, UNIT #437 RHONDA MYERS,
UNIT #447 KYSHONA OTTERIDGE, UNIT
#455 LUTWAN RAYFORD, UNIT #471
QUAINTRICA MAXWELL
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11439
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on 02/12/2013 at 11:30
A.M. at the Extra Space Storage facility
located at:
4961 Covington Way
Memphis, TN. 38128
901‑372‑0864
The personal goods stored therein by the
following may include, but are not limited
to general household, furniture, boxes,
clothes, and appliances. #056 Nykitia
Kirk, #371 Robert Jones, #421 Wanda
Williams, #607 Lindsey Santas.
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11440
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on Feb. 12, 2013 at 10:30
AM at the Extra Space Storage facility
located at:
7222 Riverdale Bend
Memphis TN 38125
(901) 751‑2824
The personal goods stored therein by

the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances.
#716 Vicki Herod, #699 Carol Jeanne
Mages, #254 Shaneel Lakhani, #271
Cedric Evans, #318 Eric Grigsby, #320
Sherika Williams, #363 Adrian Kyles,
#131 Demetria Hall, #395 Conard,
Pamela, #455 Tracy Willis, #692 Kesha
Mitchell, #516 Monieshia Shelby, #488
Jameka Diggs, #545 Kristen Brown,
#634 Jarvise Jones.
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11437
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on February 12th, 2013 at 9:45
am at the Extra Space Storage facility
located at:
2673 MT MORIAH TERRACE
MEMPHIS, TN 38115
901-362-9360
The personal goods stored therein by
the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances.
Alan Smith A7215, Allen Smith A7215,
Leighann Jones A7005, Melinda Benton
C3503, Christina Mallry B9105, Susan
A. Wilder 712, Mercedez Clay A7418,
Gladys Ruiz B8703, Marciette Weston
B9109, Devin Williams 851, Latrece
Davis C3404, Shantoria Williams
A7104, Michael Coppage A7708, Ruby
Harden 432, Sally Hudson B9210, Mary
Morgan C3504.
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11438
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on February 12, 2013 at 11:15
A.M at the Extra Space Storage facility
located at:
4805 SUMMER AVE
MEMPHIS, TN 38122
901-682-1746
The personal goods stored therein by
the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances. ALLIE
CASTEEL #315; CYNTHIA LAWSON
#41; BRANDON CROSS #114; ROSIE
SMITH #104; LINDA ARMSTRONG #405;
DEBORAH JONES #299; LACIE JONES
#178; LATITIA HOOKER #283; JOHN
MYLES #414
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 2, 2013
Min11436
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE
UNDERSIGNED WILL SELL, TO SATISFY
LIEN OF THE OWNER, AT PUBLIC SALE BY
COMPETITIVE BIDDING ON FEBRUARY
13, 2013 AT 10:00 AM AT THE EXTRA
SPACE STORAGE FACILITY LOCATED AT:
2855 N. HOUSTON LEVEE RD., CORDOVA, TN 38016, 901-372-9522.

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

THE PERSONAL GOODS STORED
THEREIN BY THE FOLLOWING MAY
INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD, FURNITURE,
BOXES, CLOTHES, AND APPLIANCES.
#34 BRANDON KEITH, #452 VALERIE
HERRON, #204 FARRIS JACKSON, #262
BRIAN HARRIS, #234 KETTISHA FIELDS,
#301 MABLE JEFFERSON, #70 DONALD
OWENS, #167 JENNIFER LYLE, #473
AMANDA THOMAS, AND #494 BRIAN
HARRIS. PURCHASES MUST BE MADE
WITH CASH ONLY AND PAID AT THE TIME
OF SALE. ALL GOODS ARE SOLD AS IS
AND MUST BE REMOVED AT THE TIME
OF PURCHASE. EXTRA SPACE STORAGE
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO BID. SALE IS
SUBJECT TO ADJOURNMENT.
Feb. 3, 2013
Min11431
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE
UNDERSIGNED WILL SELL, TO SATISFY
LIEN OF THE OWNER, AT PUBLIC SALE
BY COMPETITIVE BIDDING ON FEBRUARY 13TH, 2013 AT 11:30 AM. AT
THE EXTRA SPACE STORAGE FACILITY
LOCATED AT: 8000 AUTUMN CREEK
DR., CORDOVA, TN 38016, 901-7595691. THE PERSONAL GOODS STORED
THEREIN BY THE FOLLOWING MAY
INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO
GENERAL HOUSEHOLD, FURNITURE,
BOXES, CLOTHES AND APPLIANCES.
THE PROPERTY OF: NORMA MARTINEZ
125, NORMA ALICIA MTZ 125, ALANA
FRANK 142, SHALONDRIA FAMBROTHORPE 119, ERICA YEARY-ROCHA
201, JAMES GRAHAM 159, SHERILYN
LEATHERWOOD 804, SCOTT MORTON
167. PURCHASES MUST BE MADE WITH
CASH ONLY AND PAID AT THE TIME OF
SALE. ALL GOODS ARE SOLD AS IS AND
MUST BE REMOVED AT THE TIME OF
PURCHASE. EXTRA SPACE STORAGE
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO BID. SALE IS
SUBJECT TO ADJOURNMENT.
Feb. 3, 2013
Min11422
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of the
owner, at public sale by competitive
bidding on FEBRUARY 13, 2013 at
11:00 A.M. at the Extra Space Storage
facility located at:
900 N. GERMANTOWN PKWY
CORDOVA, TN 38018
901-757-8988
The personal goods stored therein by
the following may include, but are not
limited to general household, furniture,
boxes, clothes, and appliances.
10-GERTRICE POSEY(PARTS ONLY)
155-RASHOD TRAYLOR 52-SHANNON
STOKES 478-LORI SWANIGAN-TENNESSEE TRAINING ACADEMY 201-JERALD
WILLIAMS 11-NIKKI HUNTER 151-ANDREA FITZGERALD 301-NICOLE MILLER
292-NICOLE MILLER
Purchases must be made with cash only
and paid at the time of sale. All goods
are sold as is and must be removed at
the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any bid.
Sale is subject to adjournment.
Feb. 3, 2013
Min11433
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Hope Emerges For
Filling Empty Spaces

W

hen The Pyramid reopens as
a Bass Pro Shops
later this year or
early next year,
it will be the
only adaptive reuse of an arena in the
country that is not a church.
That and Sears Crosstown are
probably the city’s biggest empty
spaces in terms of square footage, but
the smaller ones highlighted in our
cover story have a similar impact.
The impact of these empty buildings on the fortunes of our city is not
in their size but in their location.
Some, like the hotel at McLean and
Union, are surrounded by promising
developments. In the case of this property there is the upcoming demolition and rebuilding of the long-time
grocery store now owned by Kroger
and the relocation of the nearby Union
Station police precinct and traffic
bureau.
We argue it is a clear uncomplicated line of local ownership that is often
the critical difference.
The problem of getting anything
done with the Sterick Building, a part
of the Memphis skyline and probably
the Downtown high rise most photographed by tourists is different ownership of the land and the structure. It
has tied up the use of the building for
so long that there are legitimate questions about what a renovation would
cost to bring its office space up to
today’s standards.
Overton Square is returning to full

bloom even as the French Quarter
Suites Hotel remains dark. The activity
on a smaller scale helps those with
capital to invest see possibilities where
there once were none.
The hotel began as part of a longterm vision for the square in its first
prime.
Timing is something we can help
but not completely master.
One other important factor is how
property owners are approached.
Sometimes this is a matter of someone or a group who have never been
to Memphis but bought a property
here with the idea of sitting on it for
possible sale once other things start
happening and, most importantly, the
price goes up.
But more often the properties are
bought by investors who have a plan
once the economic clouds lift. When
that ownership is local or the property is part of a small portfolio chosen
carefully by investors who have the
right intentions, efforts toward getting
the development unstuck in some way
should respect those intentions and
help those owners.
That should be balanced with antiblight regulations enforced evenly and
fairly. The goal should be not to persecute owners but to make them realize
that just as their plans can be helped
by what happens around them, what
happens to their properties and what
doesn’t happen to their properties has
a real impact on the fortunes of others
trying to making something happen
now in Memphis.

Take Stand With All The
Positives Happening in City
agitated and eventually, apathetic. Once
Last week we discussed
DeNeuville Learning Center, which is an or- we step outside into the sunlight, though,
our outlook becomes brighter, our energy
ganization that is working to assist women
elevates, and our ambitions begin to soar.
of all backgrounds and cultures in learning
While many business leaders are
the skills needed to make positive choices
engaged in the community and
for themselves and their
have a chance to see the good
families. This week let us
taking place every day here
highlight the importance of
in the Mid-South, most Meminfusing positive energy into
phians and especially college
our community and being
students and tourists, have no
intentional to share hopeknowledge of where to turn. So,
filled and uplifting stories,
this is where we need to take
like those of our everyday
heroes, who are leading by
Jeremy Park our stand. This is where we
example to strengthen the
giving back need to lead by example and
show fellow Memphians and
Mid-South.
visitors the real heart and soul
Unfortunately, the comof our city by being intentional, everyday,
mon belief, especially in the world of meto share positive energy and direct them
dia, is that negative news travels further
to those outlets and stories. Let us make
and faster than positive news. It goes back
to the idea that someone will tell 10 people it extremely easy and overly accessible to
see the good in Memphis.
about a bad experience versus only a few,
Think of it as giving back to your city
if the experience is superb. Compound
and the request is amazingly simple:
that with the mentality that “sensationaljust spread good news. We need anyone
ism sells” or “if it bleeds, it leads” and we
and everyone to help create a pipeline of
have a sad recipe for disaster in our compositive stories that the news outlets can
munity where negative news starts to be
share. We need to sing from the rooftops,
sought out, glorified and habitual, becomusing social media channels to promote
ing an everyday focus and mindset.
things that will make us smile, even if for
Just like all things in life, the key to our
success in Memphis is balance. It is impor- a second. We need to show the world, and
tant for the mental health of our communi- most importantly, our kids, that we care
and want to inspire and be inspired. Let us
ty to balance investigative journalism and
stories meant to raise awareness or invoke take a stand with positives.
sadness with those that lift our spirits, celJeremy Park, director of the Lipscomb
ebrate positives, inspire us to do more and
raise our expectations, and make us proud Pitts Breakfast Club, can be reached at
jeremyp@lpinsurance.com and followed on
to live in our city and nation. Think of it
Twitter (@lpbreakfastclub) and Facebook
like the weather. If we go a long duration
(facebook.com/lpbreakfastclub).
without sunlight, our attitudes become

When it Comes to Delta and MEM, it’s Personal
IT’S NOT BUSINESS ANYMORE. IT’S
personal.
This is our town, and you’re not
welcome here.
So pack a plane with all your meaningless spin, all your lackeys and suckups, all your apologists, all your legal but
unethical tactics, all your eye popping
price gouging, all your cold and calculated manipulation of lives, your own
employees’ lives, and a city’s pride and
get the hell out. There’s so much of all of
that in the massive fuel dump you just
dropped on Memphis that I’m sure it’ll
take more than one plane to haul it all off
and we may never be rid of the stench
it’s leaving behind.
And if airport management, the
airport authority and the chamber of
commerce can’t convince every single
one of us that not even one more single
in-flight peanut will be offered to you,
that there is less than zero interest in

MEMPHASIS

dan conaway

any future that involves you, and that
every assumption about passenger
service here is no longer valid, then you
should take them with you. After all,
the chairman of the airport authority
just mysteriously gave up his apparent
lifetime appointment, the CEO of the
chamber is a former airline executive
and one of the family, and the current
chairman of the chamber is the current
head of the airport. With a flight pattern
that tight, there’s going to be a wreck.
Delta, you’re fired. This flight is canceled. And it’s not business, it’s personal.
It was business when you system-

atically raised the price of flying in
Memphis so high our wallets had to be
pressurized and Arkansas had to hire
additional troopers to handle the traffic
headed for Little Rock’s airport. And the
people in charge of our airport watched,
and streets were named after them.
It was business when you systematically reduced our airport to a virtual
dead zone, a perfect location for the next
movie of what civilization looks like after
the people have gone. And the people
in charge of our airport watched, and
busied themselves with hiding one of
our architectural masterpieces behind
a massive parking tomb where no one
parks, a place as empty as your promises. It was business when you circled a
dying Pinnacle like vultures, demanding
new planes, squeezing heart-breaking
concessions from everyone, moneywhipping them into a subsidiary, and
then jerking them up and planting them

in Minnesota where you already had an
empty nest waiting. And the people in
charge of our airport and our chamber
unveiled a massive plan for America’s
Aerotropolis, exhibiting a Hindenburglike sense of aviation timing. So, Delta,
take off. And don’t let the gate hit you.
As for us, let’s put Jack Sammons
(the new chair of the airport authority
and the newest member of that body
without all the carry-on baggage the rest
have) and Fred Smith, and whoever they
want in a room at the airport (there are
plenty available) with a few sheets of
notebook paper.
When they come out, get behind the
plan.
I’m a Memphian, and let’s fly again.
Dan Conaway is a lifelong Memphian, longtime adman and aspiring
local character in a city known for them.
Reach him at dan@wakesomebodyup.
com.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28th
WOMEN AND BUSINESS
@ 3:30 PM, BROOKS MUSEUM AUDITORIUM

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

S U S A N S T EP H E NS ON

CEO and Co-Founder of Independent Bank

PANELISTS

N A N C Y M E L LARD CBIZ Women’s Advantage National Leader
P A M E L A I R ONS Attorney Jackson Lewis
As women increasingly attain leadership roles in the private and public sectors, they often
face unique obstacles. These obstacles span the spectrum, from differing management styles
between women and men to balancing personal, family and business responsibilities. Join us
as we discuss the latest trends affecting women on all steps of the corporate, government
and non-profit ladders.
Wine and Cheese Reception to follow.
$25 to register at http://seminars.memphisdailynews.com
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