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Grizz: Extend
Honeymoon

Huey’s to grow
in germantown

With another 82-game
grind looming and a
tough conference, there
is a delicate balance
between appreciating
last season’s success
and getting down to
work. P. 16

The restaurant
group, with its
distinctive burgers,
checkered tablecloths
and toothpick-filled
ceilings, is opening in
Germantown in about
five months. P. 22
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Logistics Limelight
City’s cargo capabilities on display for Southeast Freight Conference

P. 18

Interstate trucking is
one reason the city
is hosting a national
conference.

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Crosstown
funding in air

expansion
at woodland

City officials are
exploring multiple
options for financing
$15 million. P. 8

Woodland Presbyterian
School broke ground
on a church, campus
overhaul. P. 20
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This week in Memphis history:

>> 2012: Robert J. Pera, the new majority owner
to be of the Memphis Grizzlies was assembling
his local partners for the ownership group. The
names included NBA and University of Memphis
basketball star Anfernees “Penny” Hardaway,
pop star Justin Timberlake and former U.S.
Rep. Harold Ford Jr.

PERA

>> 1983: Memphis elections topped by the second race for Memphis mayor
in a year. Dick Hackett, who won the 1982 special election for mayor in a
runoff over City Council chairman J.O. Patterson Jr., won the second mayor’s
race without a runoff over state Sen. John Ford and six other rivals.

>> 1975: The Doobie Brothers played the Mid-South Coliseum to start a
Southern tour. To mark the start, the band also threw a midnight party on a
Memphis excursion boat after the Coliseum show.

>> 1963: Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb announced his resignation effective
Oct. 11 at a special meeting of the City Commission. Vice Mayor and Commissioner of Police and Fire Claude Armour became acting mayor for the
remaining two months of Loeb’s term of office. Armour would be followed
by Judge William Ingram who won the office in the 1963 city elections. Loeb
resigned to assume control of the family laundry business because of the
death of his father. He would return to city politics in 1967 when he ran for
and was elected mayor in the new mayor-council form of city government
that took office in January 1968.

Government Shutdown
Felt in Myriad Ways
In a meeting with a lender in Baltimore this week, the chief economist
of FTN Financial – the capital markets
subsidiary of First Tennessee Bank – was
told they are suspending mortgage lending for the duration of the government
shutdown.
That’s because Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac want income verification
on every loan from the IRS, but only IRS
workers processing tax payments are
considered “essential” and still on the job
during the shutdown, FTN Financial chief
economist Chris Low said. He added there
are also problems getting flood insurance.
In other spillover effects from the
shutdown, this week’s jobs report is expected to be delayed because of government employees who normally handle
that work being furloughed.
On the floor of the U.S. Senate Wed.,
Oct. 2, U.S. Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn.,
warned against Republicans focusing too
much on the “shiny object” in the form of
the president’s health care law in the rush
to negotiate a solution to the shutdown.
“I’m concerned that so much focus
has been placed on the ‘shiny object,’
the health care law, as it relates to the
(continuing resolution) that our focus
has been taken off the gains that we’ve
made in controlling spending,” Corker
said. “Sometimes when people find
themselves in a box canyon or in a place

that is difficult, people begin doing things
that are not in the best long-term interests. My message to the House would
be: Whatever you have to do to cobble
together 218 votes to pass a bill relative to
the (continuing resolution) and the debt
ceiling, please do not negotiate away the
hard-won gains that we were able to put
in place to reduce spending and to help
make our country stronger.”

City Attorney Morris
Recognized for Service
City attorney Herman Morris Jr. is
the 2013 recipient of the International
Municipal Lawyers Association’s Joseph I.
Mulligan Jr. Distinguished Public Service
Award, which recognizes a local government attorney for achievements in local
government law.
The association presented the award
at its 78th annual conference.
Morris, the first attorney from Memphis to receive this award, was given the
honor following the $7.5 million-dollar
settlement of a city-county lawsuit against
Wells Fargo over discriminatory lending
practices; challenging the state’s voter ID
law to allow Memphis residents to use
library cards for identification; settling the
legal battle over Beale Street; and launching an effort to sue the owners of blighted,
neglected and abandoned properties.
“It is always an honor to be recognized by your peers,” said Morris. “I am
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humbled, but know this award was due to
the hard work of our fine city of Memphis
legal department.”
The nonprofit International Municipal
Lawyers Association is based in the Washington, D.C. area and claims more than
1,400 members across the United States
and Canada.

Magna Bank App Allows
Remote Check Deposits
Magna Bank has joined the list of
Memphis financial institutions that let
customers snap photos of checks to deposit them in the bank.
Mobile deposit at Magna is now available through a new version of the bank’s
mobile app. The new service lets customers use their mobile phone or tablet to
a take a photo of a check, which is then
deposited into the customer’s account.
Customers won’t be charged for the
service. Other features in the new version
of Magna’s app include viewing balances,
transferring funds, searching account activity, paying bills and searching for bank
and ATM locations.
The app can be downloaded for
iPhone or iPad from Apple’s App Store or
for Android devices – except Kindle tablets – from the Google Play Store.

Former City Official
Pearson Remembered
Claude Pearson, the director of sanitation services and labor negotiator for
the city of Memphis, was remembered
Wednesday, Oct. 2, in a funeral service.
Pearson, 73, died Sept. 28.
He was an appointed city official under Memphis Mayors Henry Loeb, Wyeth
Chandler and Dick Hackett. His posts
included serving as director of sanitation
services when Memphis went to curbside
garbage collection. Prior to that, sanitation workers had picked up garbage in the
backyards of homes.
Pearson was also integrally involved
in labor negotiations in the mid-1970s,
including bitter negotiations with police
and fire union leaders in 1977, followed
by the strikes by police and firefighters in
1978. Pearson was also on the city’s side
of the bargaining table in the resolution to
the strikes.
Pearson’s service as an elected official
was as an alderman in Bartlett.

September Jobs Report
Delayed by Shutdown
The Labor Department says it will not
release the highly anticipated September
jobs report on Friday because the government remains shuttered.
The announcement Thursday was
mostly a formality. A postponement of the
most critical measures of the economy’s
health was widely expected after the
shutdown began. The report includes the
unemployment rate and the net number
of jobs employers added to payrolls last
month. The department said no alternative release date has been set.
Economists forecast that the economy
added 180,000 jobs last month and the
unemployment rate stayed at 7.3 percent,
according to a survey by FactSet.

Average 30-Year Mortage
Rate Drops to 4.22 Percent

Cadence Bank Offers Aid
To Government Employees

Average U.S. rates on fixed mortgages
fell for the third straight week to their lowest point in three months, as a decline in
consumer confidence and the onset of the
government shutdown forced rates down.
Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said
Thursday that the average rate on the
30-year loan dropped to 4.22 percent
from 4.32 percent last week. The average
on the 15-year fixed loan declined to 3.29
percent from 3.37 percent.
Both are the lowest averages since
early July.
Rates began to fall last month after
the Federal Reserve held off slowing its
$85-billion-a-month in bond buys, which
have kept rates low. They fell further this
week as the shutdown prompted investors to sell stocks and buy Treasury bonds.
Mortgage rates tend to follow the yield on
the 10-year Treasury note.
The 10-year note traded at 2.63 percent Thursday morning, down from 2.71
percent on Sept. 23.
The Federal Housing Administration,
which guarantees about 30 percent of
U.S. home mortgages, says that if the partial shutdown continues for an extended
period and the agency’s funding runs out,
it wouldn’t be able to continue approving
loans.
In that case, “We do expect that potential homeowners will be impacted, as well
as home sellers and the entire housing
market,” the FHA said in a contingency
plan.
Buyers wouldn’t disappear. But some
would linger in limbo until the government reopened and a backlog of applications cleared.
To calculate average mortgage rates,
Freddie Mac surveys lenders across the
country on Monday through Wednesday
each week. The average doesn’t include
extra fees, known as points, which most
borrowers must pay to get the lowest
rates. One point equals 1 percent of the
loan amount.

Because of the federal government
shutdown, Cadence Bank is offering onemonth payment extensions to its clients
who are U.S. government employees,
including military service members.
Cadence will let current qualified loan
customers employed by the government
postpone their October loan payment
and waive the associated fees. Cadence
CEO Sam Tortorici said it’s because the
bank wants to help mitigate the hardship
the shutdown may have on government
employees.

Memphian Selected to Lead
State Realtors Association
Memphis Realtor Pat Beech has been
selected 2014 president-elect of the Tennessee Association of Realtors. Beech was
elected and installed at the state association’s 94th annual convention, held
recently in Destin, Fla.
A 28-year veteran of the real estate
industry, Beech is broker-owner of Arlena
Enos Realtors. She is a past president of
the Memphis Area Association of Realtors
and a past Realtor of the Year for the local
association.
Beech has held leadership and committee positions throughout her career at
the local, state and national levels, including serving as president of the Tennessee
Real Estate Educational Foundation and
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chairwoman of the Tennessee Association
of Realtors Political Action Committee.
The Tennessee Association of Realtors
is one of the largest professional associations in Tennessee, with approximately
19,000 members statewide.

Council Gives Conditional
OK to Southbrook Funding
Memphis City Council members
approved Tuesday, Oct. 1, $1.5 million
in capital funding for renovations to
Southbrook Mall in Whitehaven that are
contingent on a legal opinion from the
city attorney’s office on whether the use of
the bond money amounts to a private use
that is prohibited by the federal tax code.
The mall is owned by a nonprofit
group, and the capital funding is from
funding for improvements to the Elvis Presley Boulevard streetscape from
Brooks Road on the north to Shelby Drive
on the south.
If the Internal Revenue Service ultimately finds that using $1.5 million for
roof repairs and similar items is a “private
use,” it could endanger the tax-exempt
status of the bonds for both the mall and
the streetscape project.
The council also reversed the Land
Use Control Board in its approval of the
two-lot Tate Grove subdivision on what
is now a one-home lot on the northeast
corner of Mendenhall Road and Minden
Road in East Memphis. A nearby home-

Playing with your baby
helps his brain develop.
And you’ll probably win
until he’s at least 3.

FDIC Releases Latest
Market Share Figures
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.
has come out with its latest annual ranking of the customer deposit share among
banks, and not much has changed in the
Memphis metropolitan statistical area
over 2012.
The numbers are current through
June, making them only a snapshot of a
moment in time but still useful for comparison purposes.
The same four banks have the four
largest chunks of customer deposits in the
area. First Tennessee Bank has the most,
followed by Regions Bank, then SunTrust
Banks Inc. and then BancorpSouth Inc.
That’s the same order they were in on
the FDIC’s 2012 list.
Their percentages of the customer
deposit share in the area are generally the
same, with each of them having changed
up or down by less than one percentage
point.
Total deposits in the market are $23.5
billion this year, up from $23 billion last
year.
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owner appealed the decision to the council, saying the setback for the two homes
is not in keeping with standards in the
neighborhood and should not have been
granted a waiver on those standards. The
council agreed.
In other action, the council approved
the establishment of an inner-city economic development fund to be administered by the Economic Development
Growth Engine. The fund begins with a
balance of $508,000, which has accumulated over several years from a 5 percent
fee on personal property taxes abated
through payment-in-lieu-of-taxes incentives for economic development expansion and relocation projects. The 5 percent fee is up to a maximum of $50,000.
EDGE president and CEO Reid Dulberger said the annual amount coming
into the fund will vary, but that $100,000 a
year would be a “good year” for the fund.

Wunderlich Securities
Grows its Ranks
Memphis-based Wunderlich Securities Inc. has added five equity capital
markets professionals to its ranks.
With those hires, Wunderlich’s equity
capital markets division now has 18
senior research analysts, covering companies in six industry verticals – energy,
financial services, diversified industrials,
technology, health care and consumer.
The division now also has 17 senior
salespeople, nine traders/sales traders
and 20 senior investment bankers.

Shoemaker Financial
Adds Two to Staff
Shoemaker Financial has added two
new registered representatives to its Germantown office.
Jacob Dotson will focus his practice
on young married couples and young
professionals. Ellen Stewart will focus on
young professional women, young families and the military.
Shoemaker is a full-service financial
planning and investment management
firm founded in 1978.

US Companies Add
166,000 Jobs in September
U.S. businesses added just 166,000

jobs in September, only slightly more
than the previous two months. The lack
of improvement in hiring, along with the
threat of a prolonged government shutdown, could help persuade the Federal
Reserve to delay scaling back its stimulus.
Payroll company ADP said Wednesday
that private employers added just 159,000
jobs in August and 161,000 in July. Both
were lower than the previous estimates.
The figures are taking on greater
importance because they may be the only
measure of the September job market for
some time. The Labor Department will
have to delay its September jobs report,
scheduled for Friday, now that it appears
the government shutdown will go past
Wednesday.
The ADP data suggest that the
economy is growing too slowly to rapidly
boost hiring. Economists forecast that it
expanded by a 1.5 percent to 2 percent
annual rate in the July-September quarter, down from a 2.5 percent annual rate
in the April-June quarter.
At the same time, hiring has slowed,
according to the government’s more comprehensive employment figures. Employers have added 155,000 jobs a month in
the four months through August. That’s
down from an average of 205,000 in the
first four months of the year.
The partial government shutdown
could slow economic growth, particularly
if it lasts more than a week. A prolonged
shutdown may lead the Fed to delay any
reduction in its purchases until next year.

Memphis International
Airport Partners With
German Counterpart
Memphis International Airport, home
to the FedEx Express super-hub, and
Leipzig/Halle Airport in Saxony, Germany,
DHL’s European hub, have formed a strategic partnership.
Airport officials said the partnership
will allow the two airports to exchange
information and best practices, and possibly attract new business.
“Ultimately, one of our most important goals is to expand international cargo
business and attract major cargo carriers,” said Scott Brockman, chief operating
officer of the Memphis-Shelby County
Airport Authority. “This regional cooperation with Leipzig/Halle Airport will allow
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each of us to learn more about how the
other does business and put these lessons
into practice.”
Memphis International Airport is the
second-largest cargo airport in the world,
while Leipzig/Halle Airport is Germany’s
second-largest and Europe’s fifth-largest
cargo airport.
“Connecting these two important
air cargo hubs allows us to offer better
services to and maintain the highestquality standards for our customers,”
said Markus Kopp, CEO of Leipzig/Halle
Airport and its parent company, Mitteldeutsche Airport Holding.

Counterpart
Communication Design
Picks Up National Awards
Memphis-based Counterpart Communication Design has won four awards
at the 2013 American Graphic Design
Awards, hosted by “Graphic Design USA,”
a print news publication for the graphic
design community.
Counterpart’s awards were for a holiday card design, Counterpart’s 2012 client
Christmas stationery, St. Louis Catholic
Church’s Women of the Word mark and
the brown box/green globe logo for International Paper Co.
The awards are open to all types of
companies in the graphic design industry,
including advertising agencies, graphic
design firms, corporations, institutions,
publishers and others. More than 8,000
entries were submitted.
Counterpart is a marketing communications firm founded in July 2002.

City Auto Fights
Sickle Cell Disease
City Auto helped in the fight against
sickle cell disease in September, holding
its inaugural Madison Hargrove Memorial
Blood Drive. City Auto collected 21 units
of blood at the event, enough to help up
to 63 local patients.
The drive was held in commemoration of Madison Hargrove, the daughter of
City Auto employee Eric Hargrove and his
wife, Lisa. Madison Hargrove died from
sickle cell disease complications at the
age of 6 in August 2012.
“It has been our desire to preserve
Madison’s legacy and ensure that she is
always remembered, while at the same
time continuing to advocate for the sickle
cell community,” Lisa Hargrove said.
“This vision has now become a reality
with the development of this blood drive
in remembrance of Madison. Madison
received blood transfusions every three
weeks starting at age 2 to protect her from
strokes. It was because of the generous
blood donors that she was able to receive
her transfusions as scheduled, keeping
her illness under control.”
City Auto also sponsored the fifth annual City Auto Mike Conley Bowl-n-Bash
benefiting the Methodist Comprehensive Sickle Cell Center, which provides a
preventive outpatient clinic and the city’s
first dedicated emergency infusion unit
for adult sickle cell patients.
Memphis has the second highest
sickle cell population in the nation, with
over 1,700 adult sickle cell patients. Sep-

tember was Sickle Cell Disease Awareness
Month.

EdR Reports Increased
Occupancy at School Start
Memphis-based EdR experienced
an increase in occupancy to begin the
academic year.
EdR, one of the nation’s largest developers, owners and managers of collegiate
housing, announced Monday, Sept. 30,
it opened the 2013-2014 lease term with
94.1 percent occupancy, up from 91.1 percent occupancy a year ago. The company
also said same-community net rental
rates increased 2 percent over last year.
“We are excited about the strong
results we achieved this leasing season,”
said Christine Richards, senior vice president and chief operating officer. “With
our high-quality portfolio and the focus
of our strong management team, we were
able to deliver industry-leading leasing
results.”
EdR will release property-specific
leasing data in the company’s thirdquarter earnings release, scheduled for
Oct. 28.

Terminix Joins Forces
With Home Goods Maker
Memphis-based Terminix has announced a strategic initiative with London Luxury, a leading manufacturer of
innovative and premium home goods.
The purpose of the arrangement
between London Luxury and Terminix,
the world’s largest pest-control provider,
is to develop a line of products to protect
consumers against pests. Initial offerings
include bedding and travel products to
protect consumers and their possessions
from insects such as bedbugs and fleas.
Terminix also recently expanded its
services to include a variety of retail offerings such as the Terminix ALLCLEAR
line of mosquito solutions, and London
Luxury will start to partner with national
retail chains to launch the new Terminix
products.

Four West Tennessee Sites
Declared Shovel-Ready
Four industrial sites in West Tennessee
have been certified by the state as shovelready “Select Tennessee Certified Sites.”
The designation by the state Department of Economic and Community
Development means the sites have met
standards that site consultants consider
essential when advising companies looking for a new location.
The sites in West Tennessee that made
the list released Monday, Sept. 30, are
Dyersburg Rail Site at 4500 Tenn. 211, the
Interstate 40 Advantage Industrial Park
Site in Brownsville, Milan Commercial
Complex Garball Site in Milan and the
Sandstone Village Site in Jackson.
The designations are awarded after
site selection experts at Austin Consulting and Foote Consulting Group review
applications to see that they meet international standards that minimize risk
to developers and ensure the sites can
be developed in the shortest timeframe
possible.
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Tennessee Company to Fund
Housing for Mentally Ill
The UnitedHealthcare Community
Plan of Tennessee is providing $1 million
in grants to increase housing options for
Tennesseans with mental illness.
Officials say the funding will help support development of appropriate housing
for people who need a place to live after
being discharged from a mental health
facility.
UnitedHealthcare will give $400,000
this year and $600,000 in 2014.
According to the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, more than 245,000 adults
and 65,000 children in Tennessee live with
serious mental health conditions.
The Tennessee Department of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse’s Creating
Homes Initiative estimates nearly 190,000
Tennesseans with mental illness are in
need of some sort of housing assistance.

Women’s Foundation
Honored for Philanthropy
The Women’s Foundation for a Greater
Memphis has been recognized by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Council on Foundations
for its philanthropic efforts.
The foundation is one of 10 recipients of the Secretary’s Award for PublicPhilanthropic Partnerships, which honors
philanthropic organizations for their
innovative public-private efforts designed

to address housing and community-development challenges.
The Women’s Foundation joined
forces with the city of Memphis, the
Memphis Housing Authority and national
nonprofit Urban Strategies to implement Urban Strategies Memphis HOPE, a
public-philanthropic partnership aimed
at breaking the cycle of intergenerational
poverty for Memphians.
Since 2004, the partnership has
secured $88 million in grant funds under
HUD’s HOPE VI program for the community revitalization of three public housing
locations.
They include Lamar Terrace/University Place, Dixie Homes/Legends Park
and Cleaborn Homes/Cleaborn Pointe
at Heritage Landing. The transformation
of the city’s’ languishing public housing became the signature project of the
partnership.
The Women’s Foundation raised and
leveraged partnerships totaling more than
$22.2 million in public and private resources over the past seven years to build
a two-generation model for community
support services for women and children.

Shelby County Jobless
Rate Rises in August
The latest unemployment figures
the state of Tennessee has released show
Shelby County’s jobless rate in August hit
9.7 percent.

New Terrace Opens in October

For the numbers behind that percentage, out of Shelby County’s labor force
of 433,090 people in August, 42,170 were
unemployed.
One year earlier, in August of 2012,
Shelby County’s unemployment rate was
9 percent. So the county’s jobless picture
worsened by almost a percentage point
over the past year.
Last month’s jobless figures also mean
no sustained progress has been made
toward bringing down Shelby County’s
unemployment percentage in 2013.
In the months of both January and
August, a little more than 42,000 people
were unemployed, with the jobless rate
reaching 9.7 percent in January as well as
during the most recent reporting period
in August.

EDGE Awarded Funds For
Economic Development
The Economic Development Growth
Engine for Memphis & Shelby County was
awarded $3.7 million in federal funding
to help create jobs, support economic
diversification and encourage entrepreneurship.
The funds come through the U.S.
Department of Commerce’s Economic
Development Administration and will be
supported with EDGE funding.
The money will help create a multimillion-dollar loan fund to provide
Memphis-area small- and medium-sized
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businesses flexible financing and low-cost
capital to spur entrepreneurship, innovation and job creation in Shelby County.

US Consumers Boost
Spending 0.3 Percent
U.S. consumers increased their spending slightly last month as their income
grew at the fastest pace in six months. The
figures point to only modest economic
growth in the July-September quarter.
Consumers’ spending on goods and
services rose 0.3 percent in August, the
Commerce Department said Friday.
That number is up from a 0.2 percent
gain in July, which was slightly more than
the 0.1 percent improvement reported
last month.
Income rose 0.4 percent in August,
the best gain since February and up from
a 0.2 percent July increase. Private wages
and salaries rose 0.5 percent, while the
government wages and salaries rose 0.2
percent.
The government figures would have
been higher if not for forced federal furloughs that reduced wages and salaries by
$7.3 billion.
Consumer spending drives 70 percent
of economic activity.
Many analysts say the increases are
not enough to accelerate economic
growth in the third quarter from the 2.5
percent annual rate in the April-June
quarter.

Do more than work in Memphis.
Work for it.

Business is being done
at Paulette’s by the River
Come enjoy a great lunch or
dinner. We’ll get you in and
out quickly, or you can just
take your time “getting
business done”.
Don’t forget our banquet
and business meeting
facilities. They come with
fabulous food, cordial service,
plus a grand river view.

Put your passion for Memphis to work in meaningful ways. The New Memphis
Fellows Program is a 12-month engagement that gives high-potential leaders
the tools, experiences and connections needed to become community change
agents and city ambassadors.
Join us for an information session and learn more about how hundreds of
professionals just like you are making Memphis a better…well, Memphis.

Fellows Information Sessions
Tuesday, October 15
8:00 - 9:00 AM—New Memphis Institute
Monday, November 4
5:30 - 6:30 PM—Panera Bread @ Laurelwood
Wednesday, November 13
12:00 - 1:00 PM—Germantown Community Library

At the RIVER INN of HARBOR TOWN
riverinnmemphis.com

50 Harbor Town Square 38103 | 260 3300

To register for a Fellows Information Session, visit
www.newmemphis.org/events/
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E

ight years ago, environmental
groups reached a consensus that
a single north-south road through
Shelby Farms Park was unavoidable and
should be pushed as far west in the park
as possible.
Since the 2005 agreement, the Shelby
Farms Park Conservancy has been formed
and the Shelby Farms Greenline has been
added, along with other bicycle and pedestrian trails and a playground. An expansion of Patriot Lake is in future plans. And
the park has become a destination for two
to three times more people than came to
the park in 2005.
And the parkway plan, known as
Shelby Farms Parkway and Kirby-Whitten
Parkway, is now at the center of a discussion that has shifted as well.
“Traffic in the vicinity of the park has
not grown in eight years,” said Dennis
Lynch of the local chapter of the Sierra
Club, on the WKNO-TV program “Behind
the Headlines.” “We think there is need for
much less of a road.”
The episode, hosted by Daily News
publisher Eric Barnes and featuring conservancy executive director Laura Adams
and landscape architect Ritchie Smith, can
be seen on The Daily News Video page,
video.memphisdailynews.com.
The Sierra Club was part of the original
coalition on the road compromise now being pursued by the Tennessee Department
of Transportation. But Lynch is among
those who question traffic studies underpinning the need for the parkway.
“There were three north-south roads
in the transportation plan … that would
bisect the center of the park and the east
edge. The grand compromise then … was
that there would be consideration of a
western road – Kirby Parkway,” said Smith,
who served on an advisory committee
that came up with the 2005 compromise.
“There’s a severe issue when you have a
north-south road of I-240 on the west side
and miles east Germantown Parkway.”
The conservancy has set a list of conditions it wants to see addressed before it
agrees to the parkway plan. As recently
as last week’s state public hearing on the
roadway, the conservancy was still not
ready to sign off.
“The conservancy isn’t pro-road or

anti-road. The conservancy is always propark,” Adams said. “The park is at least two
to three times busier than it has ever been.
The park sits in the geographic center of
the population of Shelby County. … We see
that there are some issues with transportation. We experience them personally when
people are even trying to come to the park
and get in the park. People on a busy Saturday will turn away.”
Lynch is leading the move to review a
possible fix to the intersection of Walnut
Grove and Farm roads as an alternative to
the parkway.
“We stood at that intersection and
watched it in the evening rush hour. The
left turn lane if you are going east on Walnut Grove Road, only holds 18 or 19 cars
… and then they fall into the travel lanes,”
he said. “By increasing the length of that
turn lane and adjusting the traffic signal
properly, that problem can be relieved.”
But Adams argues the traffic problem
the parkway is supposed to eliminate also
relieves a problem that wasn’t present
when planning for the road began. The
conservancy’s long-range plan calls for use
of Farm Road as an internal park road only.
“The downside to us, the hard thing to
us, is Farm Road puts all of the cut-through
traffic right in the heart of the park. It’s
a visual and noise disturbance currently
to people who are using the heart of the
park,” she said. “As we implement the new
part of our master plan … we’re troubled
by the prospect of people not having
an easy way to get into the park. We’re
troubled by the prospect of an expanded
Farm Road that would bring more traffic
and more congestion right near the heart
of recreation.”
Adams said the conservancy is not opposed to exploring the option suggested by
Lynch and the Sierra Club.
Smith doesn’t see much in a fix of an
old intersection that he views as nowhere
near up to handling the traffic currently
coming to the intersection.
“No one would design Walnut Grove
that way if we were in the scenario now
with this park. If you even had to put
a road through the park, it would be a
beautiful parkway that fits the land and fits
the aesthetics,” Smith said. “Farm Road is
a version of (Walnut Grove). It’s a straight
gash. It was designed for utilitarian functions. It’s unattractive. It’s linear. It doesn’t
work with the land or the topography
or the aesthetics.”
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Seven Suburban
School Board
Races Will
Be Contested
Shelby County Election
Commission meets later this
month to certify the ballot
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com
(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Kim Jorgensen with a ninth-grade protocol class at Westminster Academy. The class is mandatory for the school. It’s designed to help students master the complex rules of etiquette.

Social Graces
Etiquette protocol delivers life lessons for Westminster students
Erinn Figg
Special to The Memphis News

F

or many teenagers, a multicourse meal can cause some
consternation.
All those forks, spoons, plates and
glasses can seem daunting. Throw in
some formal ballroom dancing after
dessert, and the whole scene threatens
to become a night of agonizing awkwardness.
Not for the students at Westminster
Academy, however. The small K-12
Classical Christian school on Ridgeway
Road includes a protocol course as a
mandatory co-curricular activity for
its seventh- through 12th-graders. And
although the course is designed to help
students master the often-complex
rules of etiquette and, later, professional propriety, that’s not its primary
purpose, said Andrew Smith, Westminster’s head of upper school.
“We’re not trying to promote some
kind of antiquated formulaic approach
to life that’s supposed to be good just
because it’s old-fashioned or proper,”
Smith said. “There’s value in our approach that goes way beyond that. It
really comes down to serving others,
to making sacrifices so others can feel
more comfortable. If we’re going to
teach kids how to be virtuous, we’ve
also got to give them ways to execute
what we’re teaching them.”
The course material progresses with
each grade, with each level culminating in an event where students can use
their newly learned skills. Seventhgraders learn good posture, spatial
awareness, making introductions and

the principles of seniority, gender and
rank, all of which reinforce the virtues
of honor, respect, discernment and
even courage. The final event is a trip to
a local museum or art gallery.
Eighth-graders learn basic table
manners and how to navigate a formal
dinner table, including the use of
utensils, proper place settings, seating
arrangements, the role of the hostess,
excusing themselves from the table,
and handling difficult food items.
Meanwhile, they’re learning orderliness, respect and gratitude, and they
put this new knowledge to the test during a formal afternoon tea hosted in a
Westminster Academy parent’s home.
Etiquette moves into the modern
age during the ninth-grade protocol
course, which continues to focus on
dinner and conversation etiquette –
including tipping, topics to avoid in
dinner conversation and making a
toast – but also places a strong focus
on technology etiquette, all the while
highlighting the values of honor, stewardship and selflessness.
“We address questions such as,
‘How do you use a cellphone at a formal event – is there a proper way to use
them, or do you put them away for the
evening?’” Smith said. “That lesson also
carries over into the business world. If
I’m in a board meeting or collaborating
with a colleague, I need to be present in
that moment, not concerned with my
smartphone.”
The school’s protocol instructors
even emphasize the importance of

picking an appropriate email address.
“It may be fun when you’re communicating with your friends, but when
you’re sending professional correspondence, a wacky email address isn’t
going to make the best impression,”
Smith said.
The 10th- through 12th-grade
protocol courses continue to polish
hospitality and formal-event etiquette
skills – incorporating aspects such as
theater behavior; sending invitations,
RSVPs and thank-you notes; and learning dress specifications. At these levels,
the courses culminate in attending the
Protocol Ball – Westminster’s version of
the typical high school prom.
However, the 11th-grade course
also places a strong emphasis on careers and preparing for them, including
interview skills, learning the difference between business-formal and
business-casual attire, and interview
follow-ups. Students practice what
they’ve learned during an interview
with headmaster Peter Baur.
“Throughout all of it, we continue
to emphasize the value in the rules,”
Smith said. “Taking those extra steps
to do things correctly shows that you
care. And doing these things and acting
in a respectful, professional manner is
a way to serve others and make them
feel honored. Writing a thank-you note
is expressing gratitude, and in doing so,
the process makes you feel grateful – it
fosters a sincere motive. It’s really all
westminster continued on P28

T

he suburban school board races next
month come down to seven contested
elections in four of Shelby County’s six
suburban towns and cities.
With the decisions in those races and 21
uncontested school board races, voters will
have taken the final votes to put in place their
own municipal school districts separate from
the countywide school system that opened for
its first school year Aug. 5.
Voters in Germantown, Millington and
Bartlett have a total of six contested school
board races to decide Nov. 7 in the set of six
school board elections.
Voters in Lakeland have a single slate of
seven candidates for five school board seats
that go to the top five vote getters.
And the Arlington and Collierville school
board races are a formality.
All that was apparent after the Thursday,
Oct. 3, deadline for candidates to withdraw
from any of the races if they wished.
A week earlier was the deadline for contenders in the suburban school board races to
file their qualifying petitions.
Since then, Dexter L. Orman withdrew from
the race for Arlington School Board Position
2, leaving only Barbara Fletcher in that race.
That had been the only uncontested race in the
Arlington set of seats.
And Charles Dibella withdrew from the
Germantown School Board Position 4 race,
leaving only Lisa L. Parker on the ballot in that
slot. That leaves the Position 1 race among
Edgar Babian, Linda Fisher and Michael Paige
as the only contested race for Germantown
School Board.
All five school board races in Collierville
were one-candidate uncontested races at the
filing deadline last week.
Bartlett has two contested school board
races. Erin Berry and Alison Shores are running
for Position 2. And David Cook and Sharon
Farley are running for Position 5.
Millington has the busiest of the five school
board ballots, and the largest school board,
with three contested races for seven school
board positions. Oscar Brown and Cecilia Haley
are the contenders for Position 2. Jennifer Ray
Carroll and Tom Stephens are seeking Position
6. And Donald K. Holsinger and Charles P. Reed
are running for Position 7.
The Shelby County Election Commission
meets later this month to certify the ballot and
set an early voting period that will be in late
October.
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Economic Development

City Explores Crucial Crosstown Funding

“

We’re trying
to find options
because it’s
an important,
transformational
project.”
– Robert Lipscomb
The $175 million Crosstown redevelopment project is at a make-or-break point
with funding as the city considers financial options. 
(Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)

Amos Maki
amos@memphisdailynews.com

C

ity officials are exploring multiple options for
financing $15 million
in infrastructure improvements
at the Sears Crosstown site, key
funding that could make or
break the ambitious $175 million
project.
Housing and Community
Development director Robert
Lipscomb said the cash-strapped
city is currently focused on acquiring non-city financing for the
city’s $15 million contribution,
money that is essential to the
Crosstown development team’s
ability to close financing on the

remaining $150 million needed to
fund the project.
“We’re trying to find options because it’s an important,
transformational project,” said
Lipscomb. “Anytime somebody
brings that kind of private capital
to the table we have to look at all
our funding options, particularly
at the federal and state level.”
The city money is a key
requirement for the development
team’s ability to secure up to $25
million in New Market Tax Credit
funding by the end of the year.
The New Market Tax Credit funding is, in turn, crucial for securing
the maze of other financing that
has already been committed to
the project.
“The city investment is the

Director, Housing and Community
Development

last piece that allows us to leverage the other $150 million in
financing that has been committed,” said project co-leader Todd
Richardson. “It doesn’t matter
to us where the city contribution comes from, whether it’s
from money that has already
been approved or from external
sources, but we have to have that
$15 million in order to close our
financing.”
So far, project backers have
received commitments for $25
million in philanthropic donations, roughly $85 million in bank
financing and preliminary approval for $30 million in Historic
Tax Credits, for a total of $140
million.
But that funding could be in

jeopardy if the city can’t make its
$15 million contribution.
“A lot of the financing has
really come together,” said project co-leader McLean Wilson.
“The last big variable is the city
piece, as it should be. I’m a firm
believer that you come before the
city after you’ve done your work
and that’s where we are. In order
to secure the commitments we’ve
received, the last piece is the city.”
The city’s funding would be
used for infrastructure improvements, such as sewer repairs and
improving sidewalks and roads.
“We are not asking them to
do all the blight removal and
infrastructure improvements but
we are asking them to participate in a meaningful investment
alongside us,” Wilson said.
The Crosstown team is seeking to redevelop the giant 1.5
million-square-foot Sears building, constructed in 1927, through
arts, education and health care.
The plans also include a mix of
market rate and affordable rental
units plus retail at the 86-year-old
structure.
Backers say transforming
the hulking Crosstown building from a deteriorating eyesore
into a thriving hub for arts,
education and health care would
breathe new life into surrounding
neighborhoods and Midtown as
a whole. The building has been
empty for years. The retail store
closed in 1983 and the distri-

bution center was shuttered a
decade later.
Since then, neighborhood
leaders, architects, preservationists and developers have been
hoping the building could be
brought back to life.
The development team’s plan
focuses on creating a vibrant
urban hub that brings students,
health care providers and consumers, shoppers and residents
together at the art deco behemoth.
The project includes St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
ALSAC (the fundraising arm of
St. Jude), Crosstown Arts, Gestalt
Community Schools, Memphis
Teacher Residency, Methodist
Le Bonheur Healthcare, Church
Health Center and Rhodes College as founding partners that
have pledged to be tenants in the
redeveloped building.
The project’s financial impact
on the city would be massive,
according to a report from RKG
Associates Inc.
Once complete, the project
would create nearly 900 new jobs
– three times the new jobs the
Mitsubishi Electric Power Products Inc. will create and near the
1,200 jobs the Electrolux plant
could create over five years. There
would be net wages of $36.9
million and produce $1.5 million
in annual sales tax revenue. Concrosstown continued on P29

A Dose of Fiscal Truth: Important, Not Urgent
I recently received an email from a client asking how in the world the U.S. would
overcome its bulging debt pile. There are
three parts to this answer.
First, the annual deficits we run
(tax receipts – spending) tend to correlate more with economic activity than
policy. Through August, bolstered by an
expanding economy, government revenues have increased 13 percent, contributing to a 35 percent reduction in the
deficit. We will likely finish the fiscal year
with a deficit of 4.5 percent, still high by
historic standards, but much lower than
the 10 percent hit during the crisis. Deficit
figures are overwhelmingly a function of
economic activity.
Second, our gross federal debt (accumulated deficits) today roughly equals $17
trillion. This number has nearly doubled
over the last decade. The two ways to
extinguish our trailing debts are either to
pay them down (unlikely), or inflate them
away. At a 4 percent inflation rate, our

current debt pile would shrink by half in 15
years or so. Inflation significantly reduces
federal debts.
Lastly, according to the CBO, by 2038
federal government spending will approximate 26 percent of U.S. GDP, compared
to the long-run average of 20.5 percent. Health care spending will account for
more than half of that amount, twice the
historic average. Therefore, the escalating
interplay between rising health care expenses and rising interest expenses (due
to rising health care expenses) accounts
for nearly all future debt accumulation.
More health care subsidies equals more
debt, fewer health care subsidies equals
less debt. The trajectory of our future
national debt depends directly on the
trajectory of health care legislation.
With the economy addressing the deficit, and inflation addressing accumulated
debt, legislation becomes the wildcard in
calculating our long-term solvency. There
are only two ways to address the issue;

entitlement reforms. Fortunately, or
proactively or reactively. The Affordable
unfortunately depending on your perspecCare Act postured toward taking proactive, the U.S. receives much greater fiscal
tive measure. Unfortunately, according
latitude due to its sheer size and status as
to the CBO, the ACA does not reduce
the world’s reserve currency. As a result,
long-term health spending. Using current
the bond market will give us extended
law, over the next 25 years 35 percent of
time and the benefit of the doubt.
the increase in government health care
This enables legislative bufspending can be attributed to aging,
foonery without immediate
40 percent from increasing costs,
consequence, as we are
and 25 percent due to increased
witnessing today. The fiscal
subsidies. Adopting universal
cancer
of health care spendhealth care certainly serves a huing is clearly metastamanitarian purpose, but it does not
sizing, but while the
serve a fiscal one. This proactive
treatment is definitely
attempt to limit health care
David S. Waddell
important, according
debt accumulation actually
the worldly
investor
to the bond market, it’s
increased it. Oops. The renot urgent.
active path emanates from
crisis. Consider the events in Europe. Bond
David Waddell, who is regularly feamarket participants decide one day that
tured in the Wall Street Journal, USA Today
risks outweigh security, and demand for
and Forbes, as well as on Fox Business
debt issuance evaporates. This leads to a
spike in interest rates, economic upheaval, News and CNBC, is president and CEO of
Memphis-based Waddell & Associates.
and a dose of very unpopular national
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More women are taking control of the
investment decisions for their families,
according to a survey of married
couples by Fidelity. The percentage of
women who say they’re the primary
decision-maker for retirement savings
is 19 percent, up from 9 percent in
2011. But some women are more
assertive than others, and it often
breaks down by age.
Surprisingly, younger women are
less likely to be even a joint decision
maker than Baby Boomers. Only 45
percent of women born from 1979 to
1988 say that they are, versus 58
percent of women born from 1946 to
1966. Kathleen Murphy explains why
that may be.

More women are
taking the reins

Title: President of personal
investing at Fidelity
Her suggestion to women:
Play an equal role in your
retirement savings plan

Kathleen Murphy

Were you surprised by the survey?

In light of the fact that 53 percent of
breadwinners in the country are
women and that women are earning
more than ever, I was hoping to see
more progress from Generation Y. For
couples, there’s always some division
of duty, and women have deferred to
men for investment decisions. I also
think financial planning can be an
intimidating topic, and too many
women lack confidence in their ability.
I find that ironic given that we have a
separate study on 401(k) participants
that says women are very good
investors: They stick with a plan, they
don’t take as much risk and they take
a long-term view on their investments.
Why does it matter whether women
are ceding control of the invest-

ment decisions to their partners?
At some point in their life, statistically
speaking, women will have to handle
their finances on their own. Whether
it’s because of the divorce rate or
because they outlive men by an
average of five years, they have to
rely on themselves at some point in
their life.
What’s the goal? Should every
decision be a joint one between
both partners?
The goal is threefold: First, that the
couple has meaningful conversations
about these issues. When you’re
young, it’s about debt management
and expense management. As you
get older, it’s about: Are we saving
enough? What does retirement look

like? Second, that they do collaborate.
That doesn’t mean that they have to
make every decision jointly, but both
parts of the couple should have some
understanding of what the overall goal
is and how the plan is executed.
Third, that they pay attention to how
the goal is going: Are they on track?
How often should couples meet to
talk about this stuff?
A good practice is quarterly. If that’s
too much, at least annually. They
probably talk to each other about
taxes annually and their vacation
annually. Why not your financial future
annually?
Interview by Stan Choe. Answers edited
for content and clarity.
AP

BEHIND THE BRAND DECKERS OUTDOOR (DECK)

Falling estimates

Rebooting

Just a few years ago, Deckers
Outdoor's Ugg sheepskin boots
were all the rage, and not just in
cold-weather cities.
Revenue soared
for the Goleta,
Calif., company,
which was founded
in 1973 as a sandal
company and
95.
acquired Ugg in 1995.
re
It began posting more
than $1 billion in
g
annual sales starting
in 2010.
But fashion trendss
change, and the
popularity of Uggs
waned. That, plus higher costs for
the sheepskin used in the boots,
have been cutting into Deckers’
profit.
To cope, Deckers cut prices on
some classic Ugg styles. It is
banking on new Ugg products,
including more slippers and home
products — like sheepskin rugs,

Companies are lining up to report their latest
quarterly results and analysts have been busy
lowering the bar. They’ve slashed their forecasts
for third-quarter earnings repeatedly, to the point
where Wall Street now expects the weakest growth
in a year.
It’s quite a change from a year
ago when analysts were forecasting that companies in the
Standard & Poor’s 500 index
would report a 16.5 percent jump
in earnings per share. Now,
they’re looking for 3.4 percent
growth in the July-throughSeptember quarter, according to
S&P Capital IQ.
The lowered expectations are a
result of the still-mediocre global

economic recovery. Higher oil prices and interest
rates have also made it more challenging for many
companies to grow profits.
But this is a familiar playbook. Analysts often
underestimate how much companies will earn. At
the start of second-quarter
earnings season, analysts
projected growth of 2.9 percent.
That was after similarly slashing
their forecasts repeatedly, down
from an estimate of 8.9 percent
growth at the start of the year.
In the end, nearly two thirds of
companies in the S&P 500 ended
up beating analysts’ expectations,
and the index’s earnings rose 4.9
percent in the second quarter
from the year prior.
est.
Dimming expectations Analysts have been slashing their
9.7
S&P 500 earnings growth
forecasts for third-quarter earnings growth over the last year.
7.7
7.1
Est. 3Q EPS growth for the S&P 500
5.2 4.9
A year ago
16.5%
3.4
At the start of 2013
9.8
2.4
Six months ago
6.0

Three months ago
Now

Thursday’s close: $66.20

0.8%

9.1

2Q 3Q 4Q
’12

3.4

Source: S&P Capital IQ

1Q 2Q 3Q 4Q
’13

Price-earnings ratio : 21

(Based on past 12 months’ results)

1Q
’14

YTD price change
DECK: 64%
S&P 500: 18%
Market value:
$2.3 billion

Stan Choe; J. Paschke • AP

Source: FactSet

cashmere blankets and pillows — to
help the company through the critical
holiday season.
BEYOND UGGS: Ugg
Uggs tend to
sell better during winter.
winte To boost
sales year-round, the company
has begun rolling out more shoe
designs, including slippers,
slip
sneakers and driving moccasins. And for its Teva brand, it’s
expanding beyond the
spo sandals.
classic sport
It’s also
c
changing
its
Sanuk surf
sshoe
division into
div
more of a “lifestyle” brand.
ASIA FOOTPRINT: Deckers has
high hopes for growth in Asia, and is
beefing up its presence there. It
expects to add seven stores in
Japan and 15 stores in China this
year.

• Deckers forecasts Ugg brand
sales will rise between 7 percent
and 8 percent this year.
• Sales in the six months ended
June 30 totaled $433.8 million,
up 3 percent from a year earlier.

Data through Oct. 3

Alex Veiga • AP
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Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. c - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after stock split, no regular rate. j - Sum of
dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears. m - Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend, annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or paid in preceding 12
months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date. PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.
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Don’t Leave
Your Kids
A Big Mess
Ray’s Take
You may believe your financial records are fairly
well organized. However, you could unwittingly be
leaving your loved ones a big mess. No one likes
to dwell on dying, but one day we’ll all “make the
switch,” and a little planning can greatly ease the
pain for those left behind.
All families need to have certain legal documents
in order. These include a valid and regularly reviewed
will, a living will and an official assignment of power
of attorney for both health care issues and finances
– which can be two different individuals.
In addition, all financial records should be summarized and easily accessible, including Social
Security numbers, insurance policies, brokerage and bank accounts, and loan and
credit card information. If
a lot of this is computerized and password
protected, have a
written record of
that information as
well. You need to let
someone know
ray & dana Brandon
rays of wisdom
you have a lock
box, where it is
and where the key is kept.
Then let someone know where everything is and
how it is organized, preferably the qualified person
you selected as executor of your estate and/or
power of attorney. Plus, tell your heirs what to expect
in clear language. Your death will be shock enough
for them to deal with at the time.
It’s important to keep the various beneficiaries
of different financial instruments updated, too. If an
ex-spouse is listed as a beneficiary, that person will
still benefit even if you have remarried. Beneficiary
designations on insurance, annuities, and retirement
plans trumps whatever your will says every time.
If it all sounds a little confusing to you now, imagine how your family and friends will feel when they
are have to deal with a financial mess on top of their
grief. Get the advice of an estate attorney or financial
adviser. A few hours invested now will protect your
loved ones from many troubles later.

S m a ll B u s i n e s s

Saint Blues Adds
New Guitar Models
Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

(Brian Anderson Photography)

Memphis native and blues guitar player Eric Gales plays the Eric Gales signature Blindsider guitar,
an all-black production model, created by Saint Blues Guitar Workshop.

“

The Juke Joint series
has really done well
and continues to
improve.”
– Bryan Eagle

President, Saint Blues Guitar Workshop

Dana’s Take
Our 12-year-old son has been asking us lately,
“How much money do you have?” Discussing family
finances is not appropriate at his age, but when is
the right time? Once the child is an adult, both sides
can feel pretty uncomfortable talking about emotionally loaded topics like illness, death and inheritance.
Consider retaining a Certified Financial Planner
to look over your finances and discuss your future.
After that, call a family meeting with the financial
planner present to go over insurance coverage, care
options, and future financial needs or distributions.
Such a meeting gives heirs a chance to ask questions and address issues that might be important to
them, yet overlooked by you. Inviting a professional
to join the conversation can help everyone prepare
for the future. No one likes to talk about change and
loss but maintaining silence could result in bad feelings and family fractures instead of the memories
you would rather leave behind.
Ray Brandon is a certified financial planner and
CEO of Brandon Financial Planning (www.brandonplanning.com). His wife, Dana, has a bachelor’s
degree in finance. Contact Ray Brandon at raybrandon@brandonplanning.com.

T

hanks to Saint Blues Guitar
Workshop, Memphis native and blues guitar player
Eric Gales now has a guitar with his
name on it.
The Memphis-based guitar
maker has created an Eric Gales signature Blindsider guitar, an all-black
production model with an ebony
fret board and right-handed body. It
retails for a little more than $3,700,
in keeping with the premium price
tags for the custom and top-line
guitars that emerge from Saint Blues’
workshop.
Earlier this year, meanwhile,
Saint Blues also launched a new line
of more affordable guitars. Saint
Blues’ Juke Joint Series was designed
to offer guitar players and enthusiasts an affordable gateway into the
Saint Blues product line, and the
guitars include the original Saint
Blues logo from the 1980s.
The guitar maker also will be
adding new models next year – Saint
Blues’ 30th anniversary year, by the
way – said company president Bryan

Eagle, who added that sales are up
over last year and the company is
continuing to build and add new
distribution.
“We’ll have a 30th anniversary
model coming out in January, which
will be an interesting deal,” Eagle
said. “The Juke Joint series has really
done well and continues to improve.
And we’re getting an awful lot of
requests for custom colors, custom
pickups, custom this, custom that –
and that’s good. Because we charge
more for that, and customers are
willing to wait to get the guitar they
want, which means we can produce
upon order.
“That’s a really nice position
to be in, as opposed to having to
build a lot of inventory and waiting
for people to show up. These are
all things we were hoping to have
happen.”
Custom products such as the
model Saint Blues worked on with
Gales help promote the brand. If
Saint Blues builds the guitar specially for a musician, Eagle explained,
they’re not only going to play it
– they’re going to play it on stage,
where it gets seen.
Saint Blues launched in Memphis in 1984 and evolved into a
highly sought after boutique guitar
brand in the mid- and late-1980s.
The production line was shut
down in 1989, and it was restarted
in 2006 by a Memphis investment
group that brought production back
to Memphis and created several new
product lines and guitar series.
The business wears its status

proudly of operating as a boutique
builder. It doesn’t crank out an
extensive inventory, and at the same
time its cachet is such that guitar
players from around the world frequently will order a Saint Blues guitar online – despite the high prices,
which Eagle originally thought might
limit the company’s Internet sales –
and will fly to Memphis to pick it up.
“I was worried at first that we
wouldn’t have a lot of people who’d
want to buy a $3,000 guitar online,
but they do and they have,” he said.
A bigger concern is the changing
nature of the music industry, with
smaller shops like his having to scrap
even more to compete against larger
institutions.
“The music industry itself continues to change, and the small independents are becoming less and less
relevant unfortunately and being
replaced by big-box stores – which
we’re never going to be in, I don’t
think,” Eagle said. “Firstly, because
we don’t want to be in it. That ruins
the whole cachet for our brand. So
what happens is we rely a lot more
on artists to get out there and tell the
story, and we rely a lot more on the
Internet.
“We’re doing a lot more now to
sell things directly. For example,
we’ve instigated this ‘Hump Day sale’
every Wednesday. It gives people
on one day an opportunity to get a
really great deal on something we’ve
got in the store and really promote
sales through the Internet. Making it
easy for people to do business online
is really important for us.”
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Nonprofit Sector

Speak Creative Grows
With Client Needs

Community
Foundation Awards
15 Nonprofit Grants
Richard J. Alley

Andy Meek

Special to The Memphis News

ameek@memphisdailynews.com

S

peak Creative, a Memphis-based Web design and
interactive agency, has already added a few people this
year to its staff.
And thanks to an influx of requests from local businesses
looking to take their digital offerings to a new level, Speak
owner and president Jacob Savage expects to add a few more
employees by year’s end.
In recent months and weeks, the firm – which Savage describes as a combination creative and technology shop – has
helped launch new websites for clients that include Muddy’s
Bake Shop, Bellevue Baptist Church and the Central Gardens
Association, to name a few.
To get a sense of the design changes and other digital
tweaks the firm implemented for one of those clients, the
new Muddy’s website now makes a listing of the week’s selection easier to find, bringing it to the home page. Another new
component of Muddy’s Speak-designed site is the ability to
order products online.
“The website is kind of a home base for a client’s visual
presence and still very much a center of what we do,” said
Savage, who started Speak in 1999 and built it into a business that serves hundreds of clients in about 40 states. “We’re
actually going through a redesign for the Memphis Zoo right
now. These things are coming from clients who say, ‘I know
the Web could be doing more for my business or organization, so build me a solution that makes that possible.’”
There are a few reasons for the uptick in such requests.
Savage said this year has arguably served as an inflection
point in digital capabilities available because of the Web,
and mobile devices including tablets and handsets continue to proliferate.
“So our expectations around what a website is are different than they’ve been before,” Savage said. “There are more
things we can do now that we couldn’t do before.”
He pointed to the frequency with which his firm and
others are designing more sites with a view toward so-called

SAVAGE

responsive Web design. That is achieved by making a site
visually adapt no matter what device it’s being viewed on.
Among the firm’s recent work, the Speak creative team
helped the Central Gardens Association come up with a site
designed to quickly connect visitors with the neighborhood’s
history, architecture, beauty and spirit of community.
For Bellevue Baptist Church, the firm undertook the
website project with a goal of improving the user experience
of site visitors.
“Our typical product output is going to be things like
websites, mobile apps and kind of all pieces and parts in between,” Savage said. “The core of what we do is custom client
work. And a lot of times that will start around a conversation
about just one piece of the puzzle, and then the conversation
will open up and touch on things to go with that project.
“It may start with a website, but then we start talking
about how we drive traffic to the website and people’s understanding and adoption of the role of Internet marketing into
their digital strategies. It’s not all that useful to have a great
website that nobody goes to.”

Ensuring Museum Growth
Part three of a three-part series
“If you build it they will come... good
business model?”
The African-American and African Diaspora museums and cultural institutions
that have emerged across the United
States are a testimony to perseverance.
At the same time they, like many other
cultural institutions, face many challenges. Nonprofit CEO, capacity building
consultant, master strategist and cultural
arts worker Grace C. Stanislaus recently
shared her perspectives on AfricanAmerican and African Diaspora giving,
philanthropy, and the role of cultural and
arts institutions.
“Our present level of giving to social
justice, civil rights, poverty, health, education and other social and political causes,
and to the arts, is truly remarkable. Our
giving to the arts is especially remark-

able given the systematic denigration of
our contributions to American and world
culture, and decades of exclusion from
art history books and from mainstream
museums.
“Yet coupled with our remarkable
progress are challenges,” Stanislaus
continued. “One challenge is the dramatic
scale up in the size of the architectural
edifices we’ve built in the past several
decades to house our art and to tell our
stories. We’re suffering from the disparity
between the increase in the economy of
scale and the economic reality of what’s
required to operate and sustain these
multimillion-dollar facilities. The ‘if you
build it they will come’ approach as a
business model doesn’t work without
strong financial and operational foundations such as endowments or reserves.
It certainly doesn’t work when marketing
funds are inadequate to nonexistent, and

The Community Foundation of Greater
Memphis has awarded grants totaling $188,500
to 15 area organizations. The Nonprofit Capacity Building grants are meant to help fund the
cost of improving operations and increasing
efficiency. The foundation put out a request for
letters of intent and received about 40, which
were reviewed by a committee of 12 community volunteers. That committee then asked for
proposals and conducted site visits for half of
those before making decisions on the funding.
“This particular committee was really designed to focus on taking nonprofits to the next
level and us providing an opportunity for them
to do that, whether it be technology, or staff
training or marketing plan – something that
will take them from where they are to where
they really want to be at that next place in their
strategic plan,” said Sutton Mora Hayes, vice
president of grants and initiatives.
The winning organizations were required to
provide matching funds, and individual grant
amounts ranged from $2,500 to $24,000. The
work done by these nonprofits are as varied as
their needs and include Agape Child & Family Services Inc., with $20,000 for a Salesforce
donor and volunteer management system;
Shelby Farms Park Conservancy, with $12,500
for visitor-tracking technology; and WEVL, with
$8,000 to increase webcasting capacity.
The 501(c)(3) entity Circuit Playhouse Inc.,
which incorporates Circuit Playhouse and
Playhouse on the Square, was awarded $8,500,
and will utilize the entire $17,000 for specialized software called Theatre Manager, used for
ticketing, marketing and donor tracking, as well
as the training that goes along with it.

when our museums establish young
development departments are inadprofessional affiliate groups. While we
equately staffed.
continue to aggressively cultivate and
“In general our institutions experiexpand our current donor base, and to esence a lack of diversity of funding sources
tablish planned giving programs, we must
and an over-reliance on a small and
prepare a future generation of members,
overtapped community of funders,” she
patrons, board members, angel investors,
continued. “We need to focus on
impassioned volunteers and ambassabuilding high-performing
dors to take stewardship of
boards that in their makeup
our museums. The Studio
represents the diversity of
Museum in Harlem has
our society and whose
its Contemporary Friends
members deeply underprogram, MoAD has its
stand their role in bringdynamic MoAD Vanguard,
ing the right balance
of wealth, wisdom and
MEL & Pearl shaw and the National Museum
work to the equation.
FUNdraising Good Times of African American History and Culture is ahead
“More time and reof the curve in establishing its Ambassources have to be put into cultivating the
sadors program. We have fought for our
philanthropic/giving culture among meminstitutions; we now need to strategically
bers of our African-American and African
ensure their survival and growth.”
Diaspora communities, old and young. We
need to recognize the changing climate of
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors
philanthropy in general, and find new and
of “Prerequisites for Fundraising Sucentrepreneurial approaches to sustaining
cess.” They position nonprofits for funand growing these valuable institutions.”
draising success. Visit them at www.
She ended the interview with a focus
saadandshaw.com.
on the future, saying, “I’m encouraged
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Leadership

Business Lessons
International Paper CEO Talks Leadership Skills

“

The key is what you learn
from those mistakes you
made. Not winning builds
capability.”
– John Faraci

CEO, International Paper Co.

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

International Paper CEO John Faraci spoke Tuesday, Oct. 1, to a group of 400 at the latest event in the New Memphis Institute’s luncheon series.

Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

J

ohn Faraci answered without hesitation when asked this week about his
biggest mistake as a corporate leader.
It was the $100 million plant he greenlighted for construction by International
Paper Co., the Memphis-based company
of which he is now CEO.
“It’s not like it ran slow or didn’t make
quality products. It just didn’t work,” Faraci
recalled. “I had to go in and tell the CEO at
the time.”
Faraci spoke Tuesday, Oct. 1, to a
group of 400 at the latest event in the New
Memphis Institute’s luncheon series at the
Holiday Inn University of Memphis.
“I learned so many lessons out of that.
One of the lessons I learned is it’s OK to
fail. It’s OK to make mistakes. It was a huge

mistake,” he added, also cautioning that to
learn from mistakes, it is not necessary to
make one of that size.
“It really brought home to me that
in life, careers, anything ... nobody goes
undefeated,” he said. “The key is what
you learn from those mistakes you made.
I heard people say winning builds confidence. Not winning builds capability.”
Next month will mark Faraci’s 10th year
as leader of the global company. But he
started with the paper and paper-products
company in 1974 as a financial analyst.
In his decade at the helm of International Paper, Faraci has led the sale of the
company’s timberland and its acquisition
of IP’s one-time rivals Weyerhauser and
Temple-Inland. The two mergers bookended the company’s three- to four-year
reconfiguration, which was only recently
completed.
Separate from that have been the mar-

Go Beyond Insight to Foresight
Foresight is better than insight.
Given advances in market research,
innovation methods and data analysis,
insights should aim for being less descriptive and more predictive.
The highest and best value of business
is to find new opportunities and plug into
emerging trends, rather than make deeper
sense of what already exists. These envisioning roles and departments should be
renamed the Foresight department rather
than Insights.
Insight is valuable, no doubt, but in
our era of data dashboards and operational excellence any analyst can provide a
snapshot of revenue, market penetration,
inventory, performance, project progress
with the click of a mouse. Even slight fore-

casting, such as revenue projections with a
known product or service, can be handled
as a basic descriptive budgeting exercise.
Giving a description of what is, is
simply a matter of good business practice
today. Insightful, but nothing special.
What really levers growth is being able to discern unmet needs in the
market and shape-shifting the business
model and operations of an organization enough to welcome a burgeoning
opportunity.
If business really exists to bring value
to its shareholders and customers, then
it has a moral imperative that they do two
things at the same time.
One: Attain operational excellence
and be able to describe what is happen-

ket forces that prompted decisions such
as the recent one to close a paper mill in
Courtland, Ala., laying off more than 1,000
workers through the first quarter of 2014.
International Paper will have jobs for
300 to 400 of those displaced workers, according to Faraci, who still described the
decision as “gut-wrenching.”
But because of a drop in demand for
the paper products that begin at the mill,
Faraci said, a plant had to be closed to
reduce capacity.
“We are straight up with people,” he
said of the way IP dealt with the situation.
“And we don’t close it the next day.”
Asked about mentoring programs, Faraci said he is a believer in mentoring that is
more organic and usually something other
than a formal program in which a mentor
is chosen for someone.
“Mentoring is most effective when it
happens on its own,” he said. “The most
effective mentoring is unstructured.”
Talking about leadership traits, habits
and development, Faraci said he learned
long ago that the idea isn’t to treat people
like you would want to be treated. He recalled a leadership training group in which
he took part long ago.
“I popped up and said, ‘My leadership
style is to treat everyone the way I want to

be treated,’” Faraci recalled. “Everybody
at the table looked at me like I had four
eyes. To be a good leader, you need to treat
people the way they want to be treated.”
That means recognizing employees’
different motivations.
He also said diversity is about more
than gender or race or religion.
“It’s much more than racial diversity,
male-female diversity, religious diversity.
It really encompasses all of those things,”
Faraci said. “If you think about building a global company with people from
all over the world, what you are talking
about is differences. How do you create an
organization, a work environment, that
embraces those differences regardless
of what they are. … I’ve come to realize
diversity is much more than maybe the
way we thought about it 25 or 30 years ago,
especially when you go around the world.
People in Europe think about it differently
than people here in the United States.”
International Paper encountered those
differing views on diversity when it decided to hold separate meetings for senior
male managers and senior female managers. And in some cases, the managers
– male and female – responded favorably
to being able to talk about problems and
challenges in that setting.
“But the people in Brazil said, ‘Never do
that again,’” Faraci recalled. “They wanted
to have whatever meeting they were going
to have together.”
Diversity is about more than communication for global companies such
as International Paper. Like another
Memphis-based company, FedEx Corp., IP
has moved into numerous joint ventures
and acquisitions of companies in foreign markets into which the company is
expanding, and the expansions rely on the
established networks those companies
have already built.

While insight is critical, without
ing at any moment in the lifecycle of the
foresight a business will not sustain its
firm. The ability to extract meaningful
own growth and will wither while trying
and actionable insight from the data on
to wrangle the last drops of life out of the
operations, cash position, profit and loss,
entity.
sales, marketing, and even
Insights fuel manageaspects of the culture is
ment decisions and aid
paramount for success.
smart marketing. ForeBusinesses must be
sight creates leaders
conscious of how well
who define what a catevery factor is mapping
egory means. You need
toward their strateboth or risk being
gic goals, budgets
JOCELYN ATKINSON operationally near- or
and forecasts.
& michael graber far-sighted; however,
Two: Employ hulet’s grow
foresight appears to
man-centric foresight
be in short supply.
generating practices
such as Design Thinking and map out
Jocelyn Atkinson and Michael GraSustaining, Disruptive, and Breakthrough
ber run the Southern Growth Studio,
innovations to gain or maintain a leadera strategic growth firm based in Memship position in the categories where you
phis. Visit www.southerngrowthstudio.
do business.
com to learn more.
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Newsmakers

Chisley Named CEO
Of Methodist North
Kate Simone
ksimone@memphisdailynews.com

Gyasi C. Chisley has joined Methodist North
Hospital as CEO. In his new role, Chisley will lead
thousands of associates and aligned and contracted
medical staff. He says that as health care transitions
from volume to value, his platform is to grow
outpatient practices, physicians and services while
creating a viable patient-centered environment.
Hometown: Milwaukee
Experience: Dual bachelor’s degree in biology and psychology from
Morehouse College in Atlanta and
a master’s in health administration
and master’s in business administration from the University of Michigan.
Board certified in health care management and project management.
Prior to joining Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, Chisley served as
president of a community hospital
and COO of a large quaternary, academic facility in Cincinnati.
Family: wife, Wakenya, and 5-yearold daughter, Marley
Favorite movie: I’m a big movie buff.
Top 3 would consist of “The Shawshank Redemption,” “12 Angry Men”
and “Wall Street.”
What’s playing on your stereo
right now? I love all kinds of music.
I do manage to keep Bob Marley in
heavy rotation. However, the best
song I have heard all year is my
daughter’s piano recital on CD.
What talent do you wish you had?
Aside from singing, I don’t possess a
real ability to navigate office politics.
I am accustomed to identifying is-

sues, getting things accomplished, effecting change
and always doing what’s
best for our patients and
community.
Who has had the greatest influence on you and
why? I stand on the shoulders of many great individuals, from parents to family
CHISLEY
to mentors and friends,
but my daughter has had
the most profound impact
these tenets are no longer just busion my life. Her ability to alness imperatives, but moral imperaways be honest, ask tough questions
tives as well.
and “connect the dots” is utterly
amazing.
What do you consider your greatest accomplishment? I would like
What are your goals in your new
to think it is still ahead of me. There
position? I really want to focus on
is still so much to do in health care
growth to ensure that the residents
and beyond. As Martin Luther King
of the northern communities of
once said, “An injustice anywhere is
Memphis have all their health care
needs met and that staying healthy is a threat to justice everywhere.”
a priority. To achieve this feat, we will
If you could give one piece of adhave to break out of the walls of the
vice to young people, what would
hospitals and have a staunch focus
on accountable leadership, physician it be? Culture trumps strategy.
Learn and appreciate the culture
alignment and integration, best-inof any organization by active comclass clinical outcomes, sound finanmunication, continuous outreach to
cial stewardship, patient-centered
stakeholders and a vigorous review
medical home development, and
patient education/engagement. With of data/resources. This goes a long
way to effecting meaningful change.
health care reform on the horizon,

manager of the TownePlace
Suites in Bossier City, La.

SARKADY
Kathleen Sarkady has joined
inferno as web developer.
Sarkady previously worked
for Michigan State University’s College of Arts and Letters.
Barnabas Chamberlain
has been appointed general
manager of the new Home2
Suites by Hilton Memphis/
Southaven. Chamberlain
previously served as general

David Frankle has joined
Hope House as social services program manager.
Frankle will oversee the Tenant-Based Rental Assistance
Program and manage play
therapy sessions for children.
He previously worked as a
case manager for the Ryan
White AIDS/HIV program in
Memphis.
The Orpheum Theatre has
added three members to its
board of directors: Dr. Scott
Morris, chief executive officer of the Church Health
Center; Mark Barry, president of ServiceMaster American Home Shield; and Robin
Orgel, community volunteer.

Christian Brothers University has named Susan Horn
Spencer its 2013 distinguished alumna. Spencer
serves as mission manager in
the Technology Demonstration Missions Program Office
at NASA’s George C. Marshall
Space Flight Center. The university has named Joshua
Shipley as its distinguished
young alumnus. Shipley is
vice president of commercial lending at Independent
Bank.
The Tennessee Hospitality Association has named
Wayne Tabor, general manager of the Holiday Inn Select Downtown Memphis,
its 2013 hotelier of the year.
In addition, the association

awarded Courtyard by Marriott Collierville the Gold
Star Public Relations Award:
Ongoing Special Event (150
rooms or less).
United Housing Inc. has appointed 15 members to its
board for the 2014 fiscal year
and elected three to serve
on its executive committee.
Elected officers are: Venita
Doggett, board chair; Mike
Fearnley, treasurer; and Laura Harris, secretary. Returning board members are Teresa Cheeks Wilson, J. Robert
Coleman, Maggie Conway,
Rev. Leonard Dawson, Sherman Greer, Carrie Hanlon,
Alex Matlock, Carol McConkey, Jerome Rubin, Jimmie
Tucker, Keith Turbett and
Gilda Williams.

Universal
Sales Pitfalls
This is the second in a
two-part series.
Sales is a tough
profession – an art
that can take years of
practice to master.
That’s perhaps why
so many sales
Lori turnerwilson
professionals
guerrilla sales
struggle to find
and marketing
success, with the
Harvard Business Review reporting that 63
percent of salespeople drive down performance versus producing a return on their
employer’s investment in them.
Most of these struggling reps share the
same challenges. Throughout my years of
sales coaching, I’ve identified 10 top reasons
that salespeople fail. Last week’s column
covered the top five: lack of discipline, failure
to leverage happy clients, fear of determining buying intentions, presenting versus
listening, and greater desire to convince than
consult. Rounding out the top 10 are these
additional pitfalls that many sales reps, often
with real potential, face.
Believing they know what’s best for
a prospect versus allowing prospects to
arrive at that determination on their own.
A misguided sales candidate in a recent interview explained he knew everything he needed
about a prospect before walking in the door,
and therefore didn’t need to ask questions.
That’s the difference between leading the
horse to water and forcing it to drink. The better strategy is to ask the right questions that
allow your prospect to realize the need for
what you’re selling on their own.
Manipulating when objections are
encountered. There are countless conniving objections tactics, which have been
drilled into the heads of salespeople through
the years. The best strategy is to deal with
those objections upfront before they become
issues for your prospect. Do this by asking
questions and learning what’s important to a
prospect before you make your pitch. If you
question whether you question enough, you
probably don’t.
Fear of rejection, which delays the
sales process. Often, a prospect’s stall is
really an objection in disguise. Salespeople
fearing rejection may continue the sales
“dance” for months to avoid a “no.” Learn to
embrace rejection as the freedom to quickly
move on to other prospects that have real
need for your services.
Inability to advance the sale at each
contact. Never end a sales meeting or call
without gaining agreement on a next step
that advances the sale in some way. A prospect is far less likely to decline a next meeting
in person versus via a follow-up phone call or
email after the fact.
Locked into old beliefs. Too many sales
professionals are locked into pre-existing beliefs about how sales works. The power of the
Internet has dramatically changed the role
of the sales rep. Many approaches that used
to work no longer do. Top salespeople are
open to making significant changes to their
approach in order to generate significantly
better outcomes.
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R e s ta u r a n t I n d u s t r y

English Brings New Concept to Midtown
Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Restaurant Iris owner Kelly English expects to open The Second
Line this month, a restaurant that will seat about 20 percent
more people inside than Iris and have a bar that seats 17.

F

ive years after opening one
of the city’s most popular
restaurants, Kelly English
is preparing to open The Second
Line, a more casual restaurant
next door to his original eatery,
Restaurant Iris.
English is expecting to open
The Second Line this month. The
new restaurant will seat about 20
percent more people inside than
Restaurant Iris – which is English’s
French-Creole restaurant near
Overton Square – and will have a
large patio in the backyard. The
menu will include typical New
Orleans fare, and in one example
of the difference between its older
sister restaurant, Restaurant Iris
has a bar that seats two people,
whereas The Second Line will have
a bar that seats 17.
“We’re trying to make The
Second Line everything that Restaurant Iris is not,” said English,
who graduated from the Culinary
Institute of America at the top
of his class, studied in Spain and
France and has worked in some
of New Orleans’ most celebrated
restaurants.
“We won’t take reservations.
We took out all the walls, so that
it’s one big room. We’re focusing a
lot on reusing materials as much
as we can. In fact, one table in
the back is made out of part of an
old bowling alley floor – we may
use it as community seating. And
we’re going to have a great cocktail program.”
The name harkens back to
English’s childhood in the Big Easy.
“I grew up in New Orleans, and
the Second Line is a celebration
that traditionally was a parade
that followed a parade,” English
said. “It was a less organized parade that followed a more organized parade.”
The symbolism there is found
in the fact that The Second Line
will have a more casual atmosphere compared to its upscale
next-door neighbor, which only
has 13 tables of seating.
The new restaurant – which
will seat 60 inside and another
40 or so outside – will focus on
the foods English said he grew
up with. That means items like
po boys on the menu – “lots of

stuff that I think is really typical
of what people actually eat in
New Orleans.”
Other menu items will include seafood plates and roasted
meats. The Second Line also will
continue English’s commitment
to using fresh and local ingredi-

ents whenever possible.
“I am as excited about The
Second Line as I was when we
were opening Iris,” English said.
“Iris is a special little place. It’s
exactly what I want it to be, but
there’s only so many people we
can fit in there in a night.

“And there’s a whole other
side to the food I grew up eating
that we’re not touching on (at
Iris). I didn’t grow up eating out,
eating fancy food every night.
We couldn’t afford that, but we
had the stuff we’re going to serve
at The Second Line, so I want
to show people what it is the
locals actually eat.”
Restaurant Iris currently
employs about 20 people, and
English is expecting to bring on
around 35 for The Second Line.
“This is the fun part, creating
jobs and livelihoods – that’s one
of the fun parts of this business,” English said. “We’re going
to have specials every day. And
the great thing about the two

ENGLISH
restaurants is they really complement each other.”

S m a ll B u s i n e s s

New Model Brings Ford
Back To Funeral Business
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

M

emphis political icon Harold
Ford Sr. is changing careers
again. In this case, it is a return
to the Ford family business for the 11-term
U.S. representative, who has been a Washington consultant and lobbyist since he
opted not to seek re-election in 1996.
“I spent 22 years in the Congress, 18
doing this. It’s not that I’m tired of doing it.
It’s not that I didn’t like it,” Ford said. “It’s
just that I wanted to move on to something
else. I think I found a niche – an industry
that I’m familiar with, something that I
do like – and I think we just sort of move
from there.”
The Harold Ford Funeral Home is already open in the shopping center at 1638
Sycamore View Road, which Ford bought
this summer. It is the first phase of a funeral
business that will include a crematorium
and a park for lighted cases holding the
urns of remains from the crematorium.
Ford plans the Memphis business as a
model for similar “Serenity” brand-name
funeral operations he would like to start in
possibly 15 to 18 cities across the country.
That includes 24-hour viewing access on
social media to the cases holding the urns
as well as the park they are in and a barcode that presents a review of the life of the
person interred.
“What we’d like to do is make sure
that we have at least five over the next six

months under construction maybe,” Ford
said. “We have three more months here to
work out all of the change orders. It’s all
about putting a plan and taking this model
if it works some other place.”
The funeral home includes portraits of
Ford’s mother and father, Vera and Newton
J. Ford, who raised all 12 of their children to
work from an early age at the family business, N.J. Ford and Sons Funeral Home.
As a child, Ford fixed up a used car
and, at age 13, made his first call for the
funeral home.
“I’ve always maintained my (mortician’s) license. In my family, I have almost
65 to 70 percent ownership of the family
business,” he said, adding that the family
business will remain and complement his
new effort. “I’ve always been able to run
that business from a business standpoint
in Washington and Miami, where I live. I’ve
had a good crew to sort of manage everything for me. Now, we wanted to go into a
different direction.”
That direction, Ford added, is where he
believes consumers are already going but
the industry has hesitated to go.
The funeral business has changed, with
more Americans choosing cremation as an
option, and Ford sees a niche in a funeral
market in Memphis and other cities dominated by funeral homes that he believes too
often discourage cremation because they
also sell caskets and traditional burial as
part of a package. He believes those who
want to be cremated also want an alternative to having their ashes interred at a
conventional cemetery.

“The big, corporate structures have
not been able to shift into the direction for
people to memorialize the ashes,” Ford
said. “We thought we would get out on
the cutting edge of this and try to address
the issue.”
After the formal weekend opening of
the funeral home on Sycamore View, Ford
was due in Chicago Saturday to secure the
financing to move ahead with the same
basic business model there. Atlanta and the
Virginia-Washington areas are also on the
immediate list.
Ford left Congress at the end of 1996,
after holding for 22 years the seat that at
first covered all of Memphis and then most
of Memphis. His departure came two years
into the Republican majority in the House.
Ford, a Democrat, had been on track before
the 1994 Republican majority to probably
become chairman of the powerful House
Ways and Means committee. That was what
then-House Speaker Jim Wright of Texas
predicted during a Memphis visit.
When he left Congress, Ford said
repeatedly that he was not retiring. He was
also uncertain whether he would like his
new calling as a consultant and lobbyist
focusing on health care issues. He proved
to be just as successful.
The common point of reference in
Ford’s move from Congress to lobbyist to
funeral home owner is his attention to
detail. At Friday’s opening reception, Ford
greeted guests at the door and took them
on tours of the multiple chapels and the
other parts of the shopping center that
will be built out soon.
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Education Leaders Frame Reforms
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

T

he leader of the Memphis Teacher
Residency program and the superintendents of Shelby County
Schools and the Achievement School
District told several hundred people at
Second Presbyterian Church this weekend
that Memphis’ public education reformation needs less “negativity” and more
citizen involvement.
“We need cover,” said Achievement
School District superintendent Chris
Barbic. “Not spin – but we need to stop
beating ourselves up.”
Barbic and SCS superintendent
Dorsey Hopson spoke together Friday,
Sept. 27, in a panel discussion moderated
by Second Presbyterian senior minister
Sandy Wilson.
Before they spoke, David Montague, of
Memphis Teacher Residency, said urban
education and the efforts underway
specifically in urban schools is part of a
Christian gospel response.
“There is so much negativity about
education in our city,” Montague said.
“This is the time for the church to be the
church. Education is the civil rights issue of this day.”
Hopson, who last appeared together

with Barbic at a New Memphis Institute
forum last month, acknowledged that the
school district has “so far to go,” with so
many of its students living in poverty and
75 percent of the system’s third-graders
not reading at grade level.
“We don’t want someone to show up
and just move this kid one grade level,”
Hopson said as he talked of the need for
committed teachers, even if that means
losing or letting go other teachers. “You
have to believe that all kids learn. You
have to be able to commit yourselves to
do whatever it takes.”
About a third of the audience in
the East Memphis church’s sanctuary
were teachers or school administrators, many of them in the Memphis
Teacher Residency program or Teach
For America.
Montague spoke of two teacher
residents from 2009, his program’s first
year working in Memphis, whose car
window was shot out during a gunfight
that erupted after a football game they
attended for a school at which they
wanted to work.
“I’m thinking this is the shortest
leadership training program I’ve been
involved in,” Montague said of his initial
reaction after talking with the two residents, whose response was that they were

staying at the school.
“The brokenness we see arouses our
compassion,” Montague said. “We run toward it, not away from it. … This is simply
our issue.”
To Montague, the poverty in which
many Memphis students live goes hand
in hand with their lack of proficiency

in the classroom.
Barbic has long pointed to statistics
that show students living in poverty in
other states achieve at higher levels than
poor students in Tennessee.
“Even our poor kids can do better,”
he said Friday. “We’ve got to set the bar
in a different place.”

Second Presbyterian pastor Sandy Wilson, left, talks with Achievement School District superintendent
Chris Barbic, center, and Shelby County Schools superintendent Dorsey Hopson.
(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

G ov e r n m e n t

City Pension Crisis Meets Sanitation Overhaul
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

T

he city’s looming pension liability crisis and the
proposed solution to it
intersected Tuesday, Oct. 1, with
a plan to overhaul city sanitation services and, in the process,
provide a pension supplement to
sanitation workers.
The result was that the Memphis City Council delayed until
December a final vote on hiking
the monthly city solid waste fee
to $25.05, the rate it was at prior
to the July 1 start of the new fiscal
year.
The council’s consensus to
delay the vote came from different viewpoints and different
motivations.
Council member Janis Fullilove wanted the pension supplement added to the final vote on
the ordinance; council member
Harold Collins didn’t want the
link.
“I would prefer that it all be
disconnected,” Collins said. “I
don’t believe we ought to be voting for a fee increase on taxpayers

when it triggers so many things.”
Still others on the council
questioned whether a rate hike
ordinance could legally include a
pension supplement.
And that didn’t even take into
account the council’s ongoing
argument about whether the
supplement is or is not a pension
plan. Beyond that argument is the
political heat that council members are already taking from other
city employees who are questioning why they wouldn’t get such a
supplement.
Meanwhile, Memphis Mayor
A C Wharton Jr.’s administration
insists the supplement is a separate issue from the fee hike but
that the hike is a first step toward
the supplement.
The fee would fund the
purchase of new vehicles for the
sanitation department to replace
vehicles that are in some cases 17
and 18 years old. It would also go
toward making the first of several
purchases of new garbage carts.
With those two purchases,
sanitation services would move
to add 100 stops per garbage
route per day, a plan worked out
in an agreement between the

administration and the American
Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, the union
representing sanitation workers.
“The rates are for the equipment and the efficiencies …
basically to modernize the operation. That should yield savings,”
city Chief Administrative Officer
George Little said.
The savings from what Little
termed the “sweat equity” of the
workers would fund the pension
supplement; if the savings don’t
amount to enough for the supplement, capped at $1,000 a month,
then the city would not be liable
for the money.
However, some on the council
say that politically the city would
have a hard time walking away
and not finding the money in
some way to make good on the
obligation, even if it is not legally
bound.
Council member Shea Flinn
called the solid waste fee ordinance a “Rorschach test.”
“You don’t know what you’re
getting when you’re asking the citizens to pay more,” he said. “The
idea that you can delink these just
because of the legal designation

– to the workers that have been
paying into the pension system
and aren’t getting the supplemental retirement package, that’s not
going to fly with them. … That’s
going to create problems with the
big pension issue we’re having.”
The big pension issue is the
concern by Tennessee comptroller Justin Wilson about the city
paying a dropping percentage
of just less than three-quarters
of its pension liability on an annual basis since 2009. Wilson’s
office could order the city to take
certain actions, and there are
rumors that there may be state
legislation next year mandating
such actions.
The administration’s report
by Pricewaterhouse Coopers puts
the annual fix for that unfunded
liability at an additional $60 million to $80 million a year. That’s
money that has to come from
some part of the city budget in
some form, meaning a sea change
in budget priorities and possibly
changes to the city’s pension plan
for current employees – vested or
unvested.
The city’s municipal unions
are reviewing the numbers and

assumptions, a process that will
probably take a month. Wharton’s
administration will wait on the
review before making its proposal
to the council.
“My assumption is we are
months away from that point,”
said council budget committee
chairman Jim Strickland.
The council also got its first
look Tuesday in committee at
bond issuance resolutions up for
a vote at the Oct. 15 council session that would issue $225 million
refunding bonds to restructure
the city’s debt on earlier general
obligation bonds.
The action is not the larger
debt restructuring outlined by
Wharton earlier this year and
is also mentioned in the state
comptroller’s report critical of city
finances.
But Strickland said it is still
significant because it would push
more debt into future years and
doesn’t have the savings the larger
restructuring has in it.
“I want to know what it does
to our interest rate and what it
does to our total debt,” he said.
“They told me that the debt
would not increase.”
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Grizz Hope to Extend
Honeymoon Period

Don Wade
Special to The Memphis News

Memphis Grizzlies players
speak of first-year head
coach Dave Joerger’s voice
as being familiar, of things
not being that different. So
by all accounts, the early
transition from old-school
Hollins to new-school
Joerger has been smooth.

M

arc Gasol got married during
the offseason so, naturally, he
was asked how he was enjoying
married life.
“It’s not that different,” Gasol said.
“We’re still in the honeymoon phase.”
What’s true for the Grizzlies’ All-Star
center is true for the entire organization
as the team prepares for its first season
after the best season in franchise history.
Yes, from the outside looking in it
must appear there has been radical

change in the wake of a 56-win season
and trip to the Western Conference Finals:
not retaining head coach Lionel Hollins
and replacing him with long-time assistant Dave Joerger, whose previous head
coaching experience came in the minor
leagues, is not a typical move.
Yet players speak of his voice as being
familiar, of things not being that different.
It looks, feels and sounds like, well, the
honeymoon phase.
“There’s a good vibe going forward,”
Joerger said.
So by all accounts, the early transition from old-school Hollins (my way or
the highway) to new-school Joerger (he
appreciates analytics and easily speaks of
“sample sizes”) has been smooth.
The same can be said for the new
ownership group headed by Ubiquiti
Networks founder Robert Pera and team
CEO Jason Levien.
While they certainly stirred the waters
with trades, including last season’s deal
that sent Rudy Gay to Toronto and the

decision to replace Hollins, they are in the
honeymoon phase, too. The NBA Board
of Governors approved Pera’s purchase of
the Grizzlies a year ago this month. But to
Pera & Co., it still felt like
they were late to joining in
on the 2012-2013 season.
“There’s definitely
more of a comfort
level (this season) because
when we came in last year
we just inherited a team
and a situation,” Pera said
recently. “We didn’t really
put any of our marks on
it.”
Consider the franchise
marks now: No. 1 in North
American pro sports,
GASOL
according to ESPN The
Magazine. That distinction was driven in large
part by the fans’ level of satisfaction with
the organization, including the on-court
performance of the Grizzlies and the lik-

ability of the players.
With another 82-game grind looming
and the Western Conference as tough as,
if not tougher than, a year ago, there is a
delicate balance between
appreciating last season’s
success and getting down
to work on this season. In
this area, a so-called honeymoon phase actually
could be dangerous.
But outsiders might be
helping the Grizzlies avoid
that pitfall; there has been
no shortage of chatter
about how the Los Angeles
Clippers were compromised and the Oklahoma
City Thunder are but a
reasonable facsimile of
themselves in last season’s
playoffs.
“I kinda got tired of hearing about it
all summer long, about how everybody
else around the world thinks if Blake Grif-

Tigers Frosh Nichols Ready to Back Up Hype
THE PRESS BOX

DON WADE

Every player has his favorite spot on
the floor, that go-to place where everything seems to slow down, where the
player most feels like himself even amid
the chaos.
But maybe more important when
you are a much-hyped, homegrown University of Memphis freshman is to have
that special place off the floor. A retreat,
where in this case young Austin Nichols
can make the world spin a little more
slowly and turn down the volume on all
the outside noise.
For Nichols, that place is a pond in
Collierville where even his expectations
are reasonable.
“Anything that’ll bite,” he said of
his targets. “I’m not gonna be selfish
about it.”
Practice officially began on Thursday, Oct. 3. Even before then, friends
and other self-appointed local basketball experts were telling Nichols he

should be starting.
“All the time, my friends say that,”
Nichols said. “They don’t know what
goes on in practice and how you have
to earn a spot. If I do start, that’s great.
If I don’t, I’ll have to work harder to earn
that starting spot.”
Nichols, a 6-8 forward who weighs
around 220, likely will compete with
George Washington transfer David Pellom. But Nichols is as promising (read:
skilled) a big man as the Tigers have had
in a long time.
Many people believed the Briarcrest
star would go play for Mike Krzyzewski
at Duke. He was, after all, the stereotypical fit for Coach K’s program. Not saying
that going to Duke and making his way
there would have been easy, but by staying in Memphis Nichols chose enhanced
expectations.
Coach Josh Pastner has been
through this before with guard Joe
Jackson (White Station). Now a senior,
Jackson has improved each year and
is coming off a Conference USA Player
of the Year campaign. But before that?
A roller coaster ride. Jackson struggled
with the pressure of playing in his
hometown and considered transferring.

So Pastner has a coach’s concern about
outside pressures getting to Nichols.
“I talk to him a lot,” Pastner said. “It’s
new for him. He wants to be a college kid
and people see him in the city and talk to
him about, ‘hey, you’re gonna lead us to
this, you’re gonna lead us here.’ Mentally,
it’s an adjustment period for him. So
it’s gonna take some time. As I remind
everybody, there are going to be ups and
downs with him. He’s a good talent, but
there are gonna be ups and downs.”
Let’s talk about that talent.
“He’s like a more skilled Cody Zeller,”
said guard Geron Johnson. “I’m not a
professional analyst or nothing, but
that’s my personal opinion. And Cody
Zeller was, what, a lottery pick?”
Yes, the Indiana second-team All
American went fourth overall this spring
to the Charlotte Bobcats.
“He’s got an array of post moves,”
said guard Michael Dixon, who transferred from Missouri. “For a big guy,
you want to always keep the ball high
because guards like me will come down
and try to strip it. He does a great job of
keeping the ball high. He finishes quick.
A lot of big men get the ball, they take a
long time to finish, they get fouled, shoot

two free throws, miss both, so it’s like a
turnover almost.”
Players and coaches both rave about
Nichols’ “soft” hands, his ability to score
with either hand around the basket, and
his advanced passing ability. But it will
take time to adapt to the more physical
play of college.
“He can’t let the contact affect
his shot,” Pastner said. “He’s got to be
able to score the ball through getting
bumped.“
Likewise, he has to be able to play
through the “noise,” to know when it’s
time to decompress and put a line
in the water.
“I understand people are gonna talk
and everything,” Nichols said. “I don’t
really look for it. I just kinda go with it. I
know people are going to be in my ear.
It’s up to me to whether to listen to them
or block it out.
“I’ll be calm, do what I know I can do,”
he said. “Hopefully, it turns out good.”
Don Wade’s column appears weekly
in The Daily News and The Memphis
News. Listen to Wade on “Middays with
Greg & Eli” every Tuesday at noon on
Sports 56 AM and 87.7 FM.
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fin doesn’t get hurt we don’t get out of the
first round,” Joerger said. “I don’t know if I
agree with that. You hear people say, well, if
Russell Westbrook doesn’t get hurt, then you
don’t get out of the second round.
“I like our guys. I like our team,” he said.
“I think we’re gonna have a good season.
How good of a season we’re going to have
is relative to a lot of other things. Last year,
we had one of the fewest games missed due
to injury. I’m hoping we’re playing our best
basketball at the end, I’m hoping that we’re
healthy and I hope we get a great matchup in
the first round.”
The particulars – the coach’s new uptempo offense, rookie Nick Calathes as
the latest would-be backup point guard,
anticipated better 3-point shooting anchored by the return of Mike Miller and an
ever-improving Quincy Pondexter – will avail
themselves once there is – what else? – a
good sample size.
So, too, Joerger’s aptitude for managing
a game, the players’ minutes when he has a
deep roster, and the ability to hold respect
in the locker room through good times and
bad. And let’s not forget that there are, and
will always be, more financial challenges.
Rumors will persist about the possibility
of trading 32-year-old power forward Zach
Randolph. Will the team decide to offer new
contracts to young players in Pondexter and
forward Ed Davis or allow them to become
restricted free agents after the season?
And what are realistic expectations
months removed from that glorious ride to

I like our guys. I like our
team. I think we’re gonna
have a good season. How
good of a season we’re going
to have is relative to a lot
of other things. I’m hoping
we’re playing our best
basketball at the end, I’m
hoping that we’re healthy.”
– Dave Joerger

Head coach, Memphis Grizzlies

the Western Conference Finals? Did the Grizzlies, in fact, catch lucky breaks last season?
Are they legitimate contenders to win the
West now? Or, to borrow again from the
marriage/honeymoon analogy, how will the
Grizzlies look without their makeup – when
they have those inevitable rough patches in
a new season, under a new coach and still
relatively new management team, when
everything must be earned all over again?
“It really doesn’t matter what people
think, where people put you on a list,”
Gasol said. “It’s about what are you gonna
do to make the team better. And how
badly do you want it?”
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Logistics Limelight
City’s transportation and distribution capabilities
on display during Southeast Freight Conference

BNSF Railway Co. is one of five Class I railroads that operate an
intermodal yard in the Memphis area.
(Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)

Michael Waddell
mwaddell@memphisdailynews.com

W

World-renowned as a logistics
and distribution hub, Memphis
will further raise its profile this
month with events that showcase the city’s transportation
assets and standing in the global
economy.
The Memphis World Trade
Club and Cargo Business News
are making final preparations
for the fourth annual Southeast
Freight Conference and the 63rd
Port of New Orleans Night to

be held at the Memphis Cook
Convention Center and The
Peabody hotel Oct. 9-10.
The two-day event will
include a variety of A-list
speakers and panelists from
the logistics industry, tours of
local intermodal facilities, and
various networking and social
opportunities.
“This conference is officially on the map for the freight
industry at large as one of the
significant events in our industry,” said Peter Hurme, editor of
Cargo Business News. “When we
talk about the U.S. connection

to global overseas markets when
it comes to logistics, shipping
and freight movement, the
Southeast is the up-and-comer.”
The Southeast region is being termed the “battleground
for cargo” by the freight industry for a variety of reasons.
Hurme cites the massive
investments made by cargo
owners for distribution facilities
and infrastructure, big investments for improvements to rail
yards, and the huge agricultural
impact in the Southeast as key
indicators. Plus, with more
than 78 million in population,
there’s a huge cargo base in the
Southeast.
“Memphis is a huge intermodal hub competing with
cities like Atlanta or Chicago,
so it was a natural fit for the
conference since it focuses not
only on Memphis but the entire
Southeast region and its connection to the global economy,”
Hurme said.
The target demographic
for the conference is beneficial
cargo owners (BCOs) and the
companies that serve them,

like multimodal transportation
providers, third-party logistics
providers, ports and distribution facilities, technology and
equipment providers, economic
development agencies and
other related professionals.
“There are so many reasons
why Memphis is a great place
for logistics,” said Allan Bowden,
2013 Memphis World Trade Club
president, pointing out that
those reasons include central
location, five Class 1 railroads,
the world’s second-busiest cargo
airport, the nation’s fourthlargest inland port and two busy
interstates.
The conference will be held
Oct. 9-10, followed by Port of
New Orleans night on Oct. 10.
“Attendees will hear about
what’s happening with logistics
in the Southeast so that they can
be more informed and make
more informed decisions about
their freight,” said Bowden, who
is also general manager with
Prime Time Strategic Partners, a
division of Corky’s. Prime Time
handles frozen food fulfillment for Corky’s and other

companies.
Hot topics are likely to include labor at the ports, containerization regulations and
traffic, new railroad infrastructure, the opening of the expanded Panama Canal, new hours of
service regulations for truckers,
and air traffic to and from the
Memphis International Airport.
“We’ve got a power-packed
agenda, with executives and
experts from the global freight
logistics industry who will be
speaking on a variety of topics,”
Hurme said.
The theme for the opening
day is “The Southeast Rises.”
Hurme expects to begin the day
with an economic overview and
forecast of the shipping industry
from Chuck Clowdis, managing
director of transportation advisory and consulting services
for the IHS Global Insight think
tank and economic advisory.
Keynote speakers for the day
will include Craig Mygatt, senior
vice president of country operations with Maersk Line North
America (the largest container
shipping line in the world), and
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(Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)

“This conference is officially on the map for the freight industry at large as one of the significant events in our industry,” said Peter Hurme, editor
of Cargo Business News, who noted local assets like FedEx Corp. as a chief reason for Memphis’ standing as an important U.S. intermodal hub.

Memphis Grizzlies CEO Jason Levien.
Barry Horowitz, principal with CMS
Consultants and former global logistics
manager for Nike, will be the session
leader throughout the first day.
“We will hear from the cargo owners
about the Southeast and about Memphis,
so we will hear from Adam Hall, director of international logistics for Dollar
General Corp., and Howard Mitchell, the
director of distribution operations for
Medtronic Inc.,” Hurme said.
Also on hand on the first day will be
Michael Symonanis, regional head of Allenberg Cotton Co./Louis Dreyfus Commodities and chair of the Transportation,
Documentation and Insurance Committee for the American Cotton Association.
“We start with the cargo owners and
move our way down the supply chain,
so we will be hearing from rail, trucking,
air and port executive from all over the
Southeast,” said Hurme.
The afternoon of Day 1 will feature
panel discussions on rail and trucking
perspectives, seaports and inland ports
and distribution, with speakers from
Norfolk Southern Corp., CSX Corp.,
IMC Cos., Prince Rupert Port Authority,
Jaxport, PortMiami, Performance Team,
South Carolina Ports Authority, and the
Port of Virginia.
The theme for Day 2 is “Memphis
Moves,” which begins with keynote
speakers Neely Mallory III, chairman
of the Regional Logistics Council president of Mallory Alexander International
Logistics.
Later in the day Larry Jensen, CEO
of Commercial Advisors/Cushman &
Wakefield, and Jack Sammons, president
of Ampro Industries and chairman of
the Memphis-Shelby County Airport
Authority, will talk about the growth and
evolution of the aerotropolis surrounding Memphis International Airport.
The morning will also feature panel
discussions on the Memphis supply
chain and the Memphis-New Orleans
connection, with panelists from CN
Worldwide, Dunavant Global Logistics
Group, Nike, the Port of New Orleans and
others to be determined.
The afternoon of the second day will
include a tour of the Intermodal Gateway-Memphis intermodal terminal at
Frank C. Pidgeon Industrial Park, which
is shared by CN and CSX railroads, as well
as a surprise customer facility tour.
“The Southeast Freight Conference

highlights Memphis’ connectivity to
the rest of the globe, particularly the
Southeast ports and the city of Memphis’
distribution network and supply chain
capabilities,” said Roquita Coleman with
CN Supply Chain Solutions and the 2011
Memphis World Trade Club president.
CN, which has intermodal and
switching facilities here and whose longtime but now retired CEO E. Hunter Harrison is from Memphis, has sponsored
the conference for many years.
“Memphis is a very critical part of the
CN network, so from our perspective the
area covered by the conference is part of
our network and highlights our capabilities as a rail provider for the region,”
Coleman said.
The second day will be capped off by
the Port of New Orleans gala at The Peabody, with dinner and remarks, cocktails,
live music and dancing.
“Day 2’s special presentation on the
Memphis-New Orleans connection will
be the perfect lead-in that evening for the
Port of New Orleans night at The Peabody hotel,” Hurme said.
Port Night celebrates the key strategic
relationship between Memphis and the
Port of New Orleans.
“Port Night is a very popular event
and a great finishing touch for the conference,” Bowden said.
The Port of New Orleans and CN
are the title sponsors of the conference.
Other sponsors of the event include local
companies like IMC, Adams & Reese,
Dunavant Enterprises, Mallory Alexander and V. Alexander, plus a number of
national and global companies.
The conference is growing each year,
and this year more than 1,000 people are
expected to attend during the two days.
“We think the Southeast Freight Conference is going to become our flagship
event,” Hurme said. “Of all the events
that we do, we are really bullish on this
one.”
Last year’s conference was held at
the Hilton in East Memphis, but this year
organizers selected the larger Memphis
Cook Convention Center to handle anticipated growth in attendees for the next
several years.
“We were looking for a permanent
home for the event, where there would be
plenty of room to grow,” Hurme said. “We
see a trade show component growing
alongside the conference content down
the road to make this really a huge event.

We feel we are at the beginning of something really big.”
This marks the third year in a row the
conference will be held in Memphis, following an initial year in Charlotte.
Seattle-based Cargo Business News is
a shipping and logistics business media enterprise and commercial printing company that formed in 1922. The
company puts on a number of regional
freight conferences across the country each year.
The mission of the Memphis World
Trade Club is to be the key resource in

the Memphis community to promote the
growth and participation in international
trade. Membership for the 66-year-old
club has grown steadily over the past few
years, pushing enrollment to more than
300 members.
“We have events on a monthly basis
and conferences on an annual basis
to provide a network and a forum for
people in the international logistics
community,” Bowden said. “The club’s
theme for this year is to “Move Memphis
Forward,” and our goal is to be a catalyst
to help Memphis be all it can be.”
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Class Project
Woodland breaks ground on school expansion

Michael Waddell
mwaddell@memphisdailynews.com

“

It will allow for more
21st century teaching
and learning space.”
– Adam Moore

Head of school, Woodland Presbyterian School

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Woodland Presbyterian School fifth-graders, from left, Rucker Barclay, James Graves, Brayden Howerton
and Jack Fortenberry study Plymouth Rock. The school has started a campus expansion project.

W

oodland Presbyterian
School broke ground
Monday on phase one
of a church and campus overhaul
and expansion, a project that
will include the construction of a
building to be used for seventhand eighth-grade classrooms and
a technology lab.
“This project will triple the
size of our current classrooms for
our seventh- and eighth-graders,
and it will allow for more 21st
century teaching and learning
space where students can work
cooperatively in groups,” said

Adam Moore, head of school at
Woodland Presbyterian School.
“We are building it with the future
in mind, as far as the ability to
add more levels and complete
other expansions.”
The project is funded by the
Woodland Presbyterian Church
and School’s “United We Grow”
capital campaign, which began
after a new master plan was finalized in 2009. So far, Woodland has
raised $3.1 million toward its $3.3
million goal, thanks in part to a
recent $250,000 grant from The
Assisi Foundation of Memphis

Inc., as well as private donations – averaging roughly $10,000
– from more than 300 alumni,
faculty members and students’
families.
“We are not a huge church
and school, so having 300 gifts
is impressive,” said Moore, who
explained that 100 percent of the
school’s faculty is contributing.
Phase one, which will cost
about $2.5 million, will encompass the new middle school
building, a new plaza area and a
reimagined face for the school,
which is on Park Avenue in East

Memphis. Fleming Architects
designed the master plan, and
Grinder Taber Grinder Inc. is
the general contractor handling
construction.
“The new classrooms will
allow the faculty the space to
teach the way they want to teach.
They are a bit confined in the
current space,” said Moore, who
joined the school 11 years ago
as a teacher and became head
of the school six years ago. “The
need for more flexible space is
really what 21st century learning is all about. The old model of
education was teacher-directed,
but now the students are directing their own learning in a
lot of ways.”
The new tech lab will have
stadium seating and the capability for students to use laptops,
iPads, recording devices and
other gadgets.
The remaining $800,000 from
the campaign will fund phase
two of the capital improvements,

set to begin next summer. That
project will include extensive
renovations of the school’s
early-childhood through secondgrade classrooms, along with the
church’s choir suite, youth meeting spaces and Sunday school
classrooms.
Woodland does not plan to
take on additional students with
the new space. The school’s current enrollment is 340 students,
with students in preschool
through eighth grade.
“This will be more space
for the number of students we
already have,” said Moore. “Our
size is one thing that makes
us unique. We can take a lot of
time with individual students
and can customize the education for them.”
Woodland Presbyterian
School is a coeducational independent school built in 1956. Its
last major renovations took place
in the early 1990s, and that $1.5
million project featured new science labs, administrative offices
and classrooms.
Woodland Presbyterian
Church celebrates its 60th anniversary this month.
“The church and school
worked on the master plan
together because we share such
a small piece of property,” Moore
said. “We strategically planned
and ran the fundraising campaign together, so it definitely
meets the top needs for us both.”

Politics

Democrats ‘Roast’ Herenton, Look Ahead to 2014
The roast of the former Memphis mayor drew a crowd of
300. Some of the stories passed along in the roast – more
of a toast – were exaggerated or were fill-in-the-blank
fictional stories that are a staple of such political gatherings.
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

D

ivisions within the local
Democratic party took
a backseat over the
weekend as the Shelby County
Democratic Party held the first
of two large fundraisers for the
2014 election year.
But the look back for the
party came with some advice

for the future.
The roast of former Memphis
Mayor Willie Herenton drew a
crowd of 300 at Colonial Country
Club in Cordova at $100 a head.
Some of the stories passed
along in the roast, which was
more of a toast, were exaggerated or were fill-in-the-blank
fictional stories that are a staple
of such political gatherings.
But there were also some
peeks behind the scenes at key

Willie Herenton
political junctures in Herenton’s
17 years as Memphis mayor – the
longest tenure of any mayor in

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

the city’s history.
Attorney Charles Carpenter,
who was manager of Herenton’s

historic 142-vote victory upset
of Dick Hackett 22 years ago this
month, talked about Herenton’s
sometimes-volatile relationship
with then-U.S. Rep. Harold Ford
Sr.
Ford’s support in the last
weeks of the race was crucial to
Herenton’s narrow victory, but
there was already considerable
tension between the two camps,
even though they were on the
same side. Herenton and his
forces insisted it was their campaign and didn’t want their plan
and campaign methods to be
overwhelmed by and identified
as a Ford-driven effort.
“Harold Ford Sr. is one of the
best politicians I have ever met,
herenton continued on P28
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Structural
Tension Sales

SMA L L- B USINESS S P O T L IGH T

Watch Your Language Serves
As Professional Grammar Police
Richard J. Alley
Special to The Memphis News

M

ost people probably have
one, the self-described grammar police ready to correct
an error in tense or any participle left
dangling.
But Elinor Grusin and Bill Brody
are certified, called upon by newspaper
editors and university deans, looked up
to by college students. With a century of
the written word in their arsenal, Grusin
and Brody have teamed up to offer
guidance and red marks as Watch Your
Language LLC, an editing and writing
service for the linguistically challenged.
“While the grammar, spelling and
punctuation skills got progressively
worse, we found that many businesses
were having problems for the same
reason,” Brody said. “We said, ‘Why not
make a little business of it and we’ll see
what the demand really is?’”
The problem with poor grammar and spelling, he continued, has
“reached plague proportions” and is
cyclical with students going into the
workplace without the skills necessary
to get their messages across. Those messages, in turn, become public and are
read by future students and professionals who see such mistakes as passable
work. Newsrooms, too, understaffed as
the industry contracts, are putting out
stories, whether in print or televised,
that are marked by errors.
For these two longtime teachers, such substandard copy is pure
heartache.
“The sad part is so many people
don’t recognize it,” Grusin said. “I’ve had
so many students think that something
is correct because they’ve seen it written
incorrectly so many times or they’ve
heard it spoken incorrectly. And it’s
kind of endemic.”

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

Longtime journalists and former U of M professors Bill Brody and Elinor Grusin
have created Watch Your Language LLC, an editing and writing service.

Brody and Grusin, though sharing
a business name, work independently.
Their clients range from individuals to
corporate entities, and fees are customized depending on the size and involvement in a project. Those projects are as
varied as the clients themselves, ranging
from writing company newsletters
to ghostwriting manuscripts, editing
dissertations or rewriting corporate
documents. Grusin counts International Paper and FedEx among clients
and, in addition to typical editing
services, has coached workshops for
corporate writers.
“Our position is, if you’ve got something that needs to be written or edited,
we’re the people who can help you with
it,” Brody said.
The business was officially launched
only weeks ago and the website, watchyour-language.com, is part informational and part educational. Services
are listed, but so are resources for those

who want to better their communication skills. The message is clear: if you
don’t choose us to help you, please
help yourself.
Brody was schooled at Eastern Illinois State University, California State
University and the University of Memphis where he would end up teaching
in the Journalism Department for 25
years. He began his career in journalism
in 1950, moving from Connecticut to
Florida and, eventually, The Commercial Appeal in Memphis. After leaving
the newspaper, he ran his own public
relations firm for a decade, and finished
up his Ph.D.
In his long and varied career, Brody
has written or edited 15 manuscripts of
everything from textbooks to biographies. At 80, and having retired from
the academic life five years ago, Brody
shows no signs of slowing down, still
spotlight continued on P29

I first ran across the term structural tension in a book called “The Path of Least Resistance” by Robert Fritz. Structural tension has
to do with the kind of tension that naturally
moves things toward some sort of resolution.
For example, if you loop the ends of a
rubber band on each of your index fingers,
stretch your fingers apart and then quit exerting outward force, the tension on the rubber
band will naturally pull your
fingers back towards
each other. In this simple
example, the tension
created by stretching the
rubber band is resolved
by allowing the rubber
band to naturally
chris cRouch
resume its origSMART STUFF
4 WORK
inal shape.
So, what has all
this got to do with developing sales strategies? Perhaps it is a bit of a stretch, but let’s
talk about it. Tension can be created in many
ways, including your choice of words, questions and comments. According to Fritz, “The
discrepancy between what you have (current reality) and the result you want (vision)
creates structural tension.” If you remove
both the “you” words from this quote and
replace them with “they” (your prospect)
and you have the makings of a very effective
sales strategy.
Here are the three keys to success with
such a strategy: clarify, clarify and clarify.
First, ask questions, listen and clarify
what your prospect really wants. Apparently
prospects do not always know what they
really want. I have heard many stories about
people visiting a car dealership thinking
they wanted a certain model car, or certain
features, and driving away with a totally different car. And it is not always because the
salesperson used high-pressure or bait-andswitch techniques. It is often because the
salesperson simple took the time to help the
customer clarify what they really wanted.
Next, ask questions and clarify the
prospect’s currently reality. Doing this is the
verbal equivalent of stretching the rubber
band. Powerful mental tension is created
in the mind of the prospect because of the
difference in what he or she wants and what
they currently have. Hopefully the tension will be strong enough that it will seem
natural in the mind of the prospect to find a
way to resolve it.
Next, clarify exactly how your product or service offering will, in fact, resolve
the tension.
Fuzzy desired results and fuzzy current
realities will likely lead to fuzzy solutions and
low potential sales. My guess is that inside
the mind of the prospect, there is a direct relationship between the clarity of the desired
results (what he or she really wants), the clarity of their currently reality and the strength
of the structural tension. Clarity strengthens
tension, which in turn seeks resolution.
For extra points with this strategy, keep
in mind these four things that most humans
want: more control over their situation, more
security, more approval (even though most
will deny wanting this one) and more mastery
over some task, skill or process.
It is always nice when you can help your
client get exactly what they want.
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Belle Forest
Community
School
Makes Debut

R e s ta u r a n t I n d u s t r y

Eighth Serving
Huey’s prepares to open Germantown restaurant

Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

L

ori Phillips, the principal of
the first new school of the new
Shelby County Schools, could
have had the ribbon-cutting for Belle
Forest Community School on the first
day of the school year in August.
But she decided to wait because
“an empty beautiful building does not
make a school,” she said.
So Friday, Sept. 27, a small group
of school officials, parents and students gathered at the front entrance
to the elementary school to do the
honors. They included a student
choir, some nervous first solos, a new
green bowtie for the student reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance and lots of
pictures by parents.
Chuck Muscato, the pastor of
Ridgeway Assembly of God, just
across Ridgeway Road from the
school, sprinkled some mustard
seeds by the front of the school in a
symbolic gesture to the new start in a
new school for parents in southeast
Memphis.
“Only God can know what will
happen here,” he said, after talking of
watching the school’s construction
on a heavily wooded lot the church
owned at one time.
“These little, tender seeds,” he
said, talking of the schoolchildren,
“are going to be the new trees in Belle
Forest.”
Regional superintendent Michael
Lowe continued the analogy, calling
the school “a new way of thinking and
learning in our Hickory Hill area.”
“This school started out not as a
mound of dirt, but as a concept,” he
said, “a concept of community – a
concept of relationships and last, but
not least, a concept of family.”
The naming of the school was
an early stumble for the countywide
school board. The then-23-member
school board spent an hour in July
2012 debating whether it should be
Belle Grove or Belle Forest and then
whether it should be elementary
school or community school.
A similarly lengthy school board
debate at about the same time about
what to call the school system and
whether its name should include
Memphis came to symbolize the
struggles the bigger board had as it
continued to put off selecting a new
superintendent.
Belle Forest reflects a shift in
school-age population into southeast
Shelby County and northeast Shelby
County. It’s not an increase in the total
school-age population, but a shift out
of northwest and southwest Memphis.

(Memphis News/Andrew J. Breig)

When Huey’s opens a new location in Germantown, it will be the first new restaurant built in a decade. The Memphis
dining institution is anchored by the Madison Avenue original.

Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

The owners are opening a restaurant in Germantown in about five
months – the eighth Huey’s and the first new one in a decade.

H

uey’s isn’t finished growing in
Memphis.
The restaurant group with its
distinctive burgers, checkered tablecloths
and toothpick-filled ceilings is opening a
restaurant in Germantown in about five
months – the eighth Huey’s and the first
new one in a decade.
And Huey’s president Lauren McHugh
said the company, which employs about
400 people, still sees opportunity for at
least a few more in the area.
“We feel like there are probably two
or three pockets in the Memphis area
where we could still expand and not cannibalize the other units that are already
here,” McHugh said. “We’ve looked in
Millington, and we’ve also looked in Olive
Branch. We feel like we still have opportunities in the Memphis area to grow
without going out of the Memphis area.”
The newest location will go inside
space at 7677 W. Farmington Blvd. that
was previously a Super D, which vacated
the building in March 2010. Huey’s
expects to start serving its signature comfort food there in February. It will hire

around 60 to 70 people for the Germantown location, which will have a capacity
of about 130 customers.
The restaurant is throwing a grand
opening party in February to celebrate
the company’s expansion.
Shannon Little, the marketing and
events coordinator for Huey’s, said the
Germantown location also will feature
the largest patio of any of the Huey’s restaurants. Beyond that, the menu will be
the same, the Germantown location will
be roughly the same size as other Huey’s
locations, and it will have the same
branding, look and feel – right down to
the walls customers can write on.
The restaurant group indeed takes
its time in expanding its footprint. The
last new Huey’s to hit the market was the
location at 4872 Poplar Ave. in 2003. The
Huey’s Midtown location was remodeled
few years ago, and the company added a
patio there for the first time.
“You have to keep growing and you
have to keep changing to be successful,”
McHugh said.
She pointed to examples such as

Huey’s adding several heart-healthy and
nutritious items to the menu, and how
the company has tried to put money back
into the units over the years to keep them
looking their best.
The company’s Germantown presence, meanwhile, is the result of a combination of luck, seizing an opportunity
and long-held interest.
“We’ve done several surveys and gotten a lot of research and data that came
back and showed a high population of
customers we have that live in Germantown, and many existing Germantown
customers have been begging for a closer
location so they don’t have to drive such a
long way for one,” Little said.
It was, in fact, a longtime, devoted
Huey’s regular who alerted the company
to the availability of the Germantown
property, giving the company a reason
to turn its interest in Germantown into
something more.
Among the features the company
liked and found promising about the new
location is the aesthetics of the shopping center, its presence on the corner
of a heavily trafficked Germantown
intersection, plentiful parking and ease
of access.
The company is looking for managers
to join the team for the Germantown location, and hiring for front of house and
back of house staff will run from November through January.
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Office Team Helps Colliers Expand Local Footprint
As a part of the Colliers International
office in Memphis’ growth strategy, the
brokerage office has been expanding its
presence in the office sector over the past
year by adding a new office team consisting of Frazier Baker and Will Barden.
Baker and Barden join Henry Stratton, who has been with Colliers since 2001
serving both the office and industrial sectors. Since January, the duo has executed
15 transactions, totaling nearly 70,000
square feet, with their largest – the relocation of the National Bankers Trust headquarters – set to close by the end of year.
Baker served as director of leasing for
In-Rel Properties in Memphis before joining Colliers in 2012, and Barden, former
principal of Barden Commercial Realty,
joined Colliers in January.
The addition of the new office market
team is part of Colliers’ effort to expand
its local footprint. Long known for its
industrial leasing and brokerage services,
Colliers has created a retail team, consisting of Andrew Phillips and Ed Thomas, and
added this office team.
“Our flag has been firmly planted on
the industrial side for several years and
we’ve created the retail component and I

think they really wanted to expand the office side,” Baker said.
In August, Colliers moved its headquarters from the Lynnfield Office Park to the
Triad I building on Poplar Avenue.
Colliers went from leasing 7,500 square
feet at Lynnfield to leasing 4,800 square
feet of highly coveted Class A space on
Poplar.
“Our firm sat down one day and looked
at the efficiency of how we were using our
space,” Baker said. “I think you can look
at our move as a case study for tenants.
We were able to move from Class B space
to Class A space on Poplar with a smaller
footprint and a nicer office experience for
about the same outlay.”
Some of the deals inked by Barden and
Frazier include Propane Media leasing
1,680 square feet at 50 Peabody Place,
RedRover Company leasing 5,773 square
feet at the Falls Building Downtown, Prologis leasing 2,748 square feet at 999 Shady
Grove Road and the Alliance for Nonprofit
Excellence leasing 3,644 square feet at
1919 Lynnfield Road.
The deal with National Bankers Trust
is the largest one Baker and Barden have
worked so far. National Bankers Trust will

REA L ES TAT E RECA P

New Jersey Firm
Buys Pendleton Place
Apartments
Eric Smith
esmith@memphisdailynews.com
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Pendleton Place Apartments

building, near the intersection of Poplar
and Estate and known as the SunTrust
Bank Building, allowed Vanick to keep
its team together in one location while
growing the number of clients the comIn leasing news, Memphis-based
pany serves.
software company Vanick Digital is
“It just made sense to keep evexpanding its presence at 5350 Poperything consolidated here,” Van de
lar Ave. to 6,800 square feet from
Vuurst said. “We’re very, very happy
5,000 square feet. Formed in 2001,
with this building. It works great
Vanick Digital is a custom software
for us, and we love the amenities.”
development firm focused on
Michael Morgan of CBRE
writing business applications
Memphis represented Vanick
for medium- to large-size orDigital, while Patrick Reilly of
ganizations, including website
CBRE Memphis represented
development and the creation
of Internet and mobile apAmos Maki the landlord.
“It is fantastic to see
plications.
Inked
Vanick grow and flourish,”
The company moved to
Morgan said. “It has been a while since
5350 Poplar in December, and the firm’s
we have worked on expansions,” he said.
rapid expansion is because of the explo“It is wonderful to get that back into our
sion of Web and mobile applications.
vocabulary. We are hearing about and
“We’re just seeing really good demand,
witnessing more expansions than we have
not only in Memphis but in the surroundin years past, but we would like to see and
ing areas where we do business,” said
hear about more of them.”
Vanick co-founder Jim Van de Vuurst.
“We have expanded and added additional
Send commercial lease announcements
services to our core services, and busito Amos Maki, who can be reached at 521ness is good.”
2464 or amos@memphisdailynews.com.
Van de Vuurst said the 5350 Poplar Ave.
move from its 13,750-square-foot location
at 8245 Tournament Drive in Southwind to
813 Ridge Lake Blvd.

the Pendleton Place Apartments at
1780 Pendleton St. in the Defense
Depot area.
The entity, Pendleton Apartments
LLC, bought the 119-unit multifamily complex in a Sept. 11 limited
warranty deed from Pendleton
Investors LLC.
Built in 1950, the Class D Pendleton
Place Apartments sit on 8.5 acres on
the northeast corner of Pendleton
Street and Kimball Avenue. The
apartment complex is a Section 8
housing location.
The Shelby County Assessor, which
shows the address as 1764 Pendleton, lists a 2013 appraisal of $1.5
million.
Pendleton Investors LLC, which is
affiliated with California-based GH
Capital LLC, bought the property
in December 2007 for $2.7 million
from Pendleton Place Associates LP.
No financing was associated with
this latest transaction.
7470 Bartlett Corporate
Cove W. Bartlett, TN 38133

Kimball Ave

1780 Pendleton St. • Memphis, TN 38114

1780 Pendleton St.
Memphis, TN 38114
Sale Amount: $3.1 million
Sale Date: Sept. 11, 2013
Buyer: Pendleton Apartments LLC
Seller: Pendleton Investors LLC
Details: An affiliate of Teaneck, N.J.-based The Aspen Cos. has paid $3.1 million for

Sale Amount: $1.7 million
Sale Date: Sept. 9, 2013
Buyer: CardDawg Investments LLC
Seller: Brother Properties LLC
Loan Amount: $1.4 million
Loan Date: Sept. 4, 2013
Maturity Date: N/A
Lender: Metropolitan Bank
Details: The warehouse at 7470
Bartlett Corporate Cove W. in
Bartlett has sold for $1.7 million to
an entity related to the seller.
CardDawg Investments LLC bought
the 19,696-square-foot facility in a
Sept. 9 warranty deed from Brother

Properties LLC, which had acquired
the property in 2010 for $1.2 million
from JBKB LLC.
Both buyer and seller in this recent
transaction are operated by Kevin
Womack, who signed the warranty
deed as chief manager of Brother
Properties and who signed the $1.4
million trust deed, through Metropolitan Bank, as chief manager of
CardDawg Investments.
Built in 1999, the Class A “flex
warehouse” sits on 1.6 acres at
the west end of Bartlett Corporate
Cove, which backs up to Brother
Boulevard north of Stage Road. The
Shelby County Assessor of Property’s 2013 appraisal is $1.4 million.
The sale also included part of a
neighboring parcel owned by Flinn
Broadcasting Corp.
430 E. Winchester Road
Collierville, TN 38017
Sale Amount: $2.8 million
Sale Date: Sept. 19, 2013
Buyer: 430 Winchester Collierville
TN LLC
Seller: Collierville Investments LLP
Details: The owner of the ABRA
Auto Body & Glass at 430 E. Winchester Blvd. in Collierville has
completed a $2.8 million sale-leaseback on the property.
A Florida-based entity called 430
Winchester Collierville TN LLC
bought the 13,056-square-foot auto
service facility in a Sept. 19 warranty deed from Collierville Investments LLP. The buyer then executed
an assignment and assumption of
lease on the property with the seller
on behalf of ABRA.
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Mann Joins Shelby Farms Conservancy

MANN

Richard J. Alley
Special to The Memphis News

C

ameron Mann has traded in an
office of brick and glass for one of
trees and meadow.
Perhaps not literally, but his new
position as development manager for
corporate and foundation support for
Shelby Farms Park Conservancy promises
to be more pastoral than musical, as his
previous work with the Memphis Music
Foundation proved to be.

In his new role,
Mann will be focused
on corporate and
foundation support
both regionally and
nationally, working to
raise the $2 million it
takes every year to run
the 4,500-acre park,
one of the largest urban
parks in the country.
He comes in at a time
when the conservancy
is still in phase one of an
ambitious 20-plus-year
master plan to increase
access and broaden
usage, and as concerns over a proposed
roadway through the
park has emotions running high.
“It’s exciting and I’m looking forward
to the challenge of it,” Mann said. He also
gives credit to executive director Laura Adams, director of strategic operations Linda
Brashear and director of development and
communications Jen Andrews, as well as
the rangers, who have done so much to
put the master plan in motion. “A lot of
amazing work has already been done, but
certainly this is just kind of the beginning
of the journey.”
Mann was born in New York City and
moved in 1982 with his family to Memphis
at age 5. He attended Memphis University
School and then headed south for New

Orleans and Tulane University, where he
majored in American studies with minors
in philosophy and communications. He
graduated in 2000 and spent a year in London, working in international wholesale
marketing for WorldCom.
In 2001, Mann’s father, Don, was starting up Young Avenue Sound, a recording
studio in the Cooper-Young neighborhood
that also housed the new label Memphis
Records. He came home to work with his
father and stayed on for seven years. It
gave him the opportunity to work with
the music and the music community, a
longtime passion for one half of the band
Lord T & Eloise.
At the Memphis Music Foundation, he
helped launch the Music Resource Center,
a membership-based program that works
with artists and small-business owners
focused on local music.
The mission is one of economic development for the music scene in Memphis,
he said, “to use music as an economic
engine for the city of Memphis and, in the
process, help artists to be educated about
the new music industry and to provide
them with opportunities to increase their
revenue streams.”
Though the ultimate goals may be
different, Mann sees a seamless transition between the jobs. He’ll familiarize
himself with the institutional knowledge
of the park, of course, he said, but as far as
the work itself, “It will involve grant writing and researching, as well as handling
relationships with the corporate commu-

nity. That’s stuff that I did at the Memphis
Music Foundation.”
An avid user of the park’s amenities,
Mann’s participation expanded when the
Shelby Farms Greenline opened three
years ago this month and the Music Foundation helped to provide bands and entertainment for the grand opening weekend
block parties, as well as subsequent musicrelated events in the park.
He has known Andrews and Matt
Farr, whose position he’s filling and who
recently moved to Nashville to work with
The Nature Conservancy, for some time.
They’ve helped him to acclimate to the
expectations and goals of working with
Shelby Farms.
“I’ve always enjoyed the park and been
passionate about the park as a user, and
then it kind of kicked up a notch in the
last few years as Matt and Jen have been
keeping me apprised of all the developments over here and all the good work that
they’ve done already in the first phase of
the master plan.”
Mann’s labor is one of love; he’s built a
career on promoting and developing two
of Memphis’s greatest assets – original
music and green space. His deep knowledge of nonprofits and community
building come into play, as well, whether
he’s working with a band of musicians or a
heard of bison.
“I feel like I’m getting in on the beginning of a really exciting time for the park,
but certainly there’s much work to be
done in every aspect.”

E d u c at i o n

Grading System Reflects National Debate
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

I

n the ongoing reformation of public education in
Shelby County, the 20132014 school year has been one of
milestones.
July 1 was the start of the first
fiscal year for the unified school
district. Aug. 5 was the start of
the first school year. The first
parent-teacher conferences were
Sept. 19 with the first of four report cards for the first nine-week
period going home on Oct. 16.
And some changes in the way
the Achievement School District
grades in the K-8 schools it runs
directly in Frayser have tapped
into a national discussion about
including report cards and letter
grades in the other changes underway in K-12 education.
The elementary and middle
schools the district runs directly
still use letter grades but they calculate an “A” as a score of 90-100
instead of the standard 93-100. A

“B” is 71-89 instead of 85-92 and
a “C” is 59-70 instead of 75-84.
But leaders of the state-run
school district for the lowestperforming schools in the state
argue that the change is more
than a change in the scores. They
say the letter grades correspond
to whether students are meeting
state Common Core standards
for that time at that grade level.
“It is not easier to get an ‘A.’
It’s a lot harder to get an ‘A,’” said
Ash Solar, executive director of
the district.
He pointed to the changed
criteria behind the familiar letter
grades. “which means the grades
that we report in our progress
reports and report cards will
reflect student achievement and
learning as reflected in standardized tests to state standards and
the broader ACT, SAT college
readiness standards.”
“It’s a much more honest as-

sessment,” said Nataki Gregory,
head of the schools for the ASD.
“We know how they perform
against state standards.”
The original announcement
of the change to the new letter
grade standards in the direct-run
ASD schools in Frayser included
a range of 84-100 for an “A” and
70-83 for a “B.”
That’s the scale parents got
in a Sept. 13 notice from the
Achievement School District that
was corrected this week by the
district.
The Achievement School
District used the conventional
letter grade scale in its first year
of operation, the 2012-2013
school year.
In the current school year, the
letters remain but they too have
a different meaning along with
the different numerical score
range. An “A” means advanced;
a “B” proficient, and a “C”

(Memphis News/Bill Dries)

Whitney Elementary students are among those in ASD whose report
cards will soon reflect the new standards-based letter-grading scale.

means “basic high” in terms of
proficiency.
A “D” means the student
is at basic proficiency but at a

low level and an “F” means the
student is “below basic.”
grading continued on P29
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GTx Layoffs Show Drug Market’s Volatility
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

T

he layoffs at Memphisbased GTx Inc., announced Tuesday, Oct. 1,
came with the resignation of the
drug manufacturing company’s
chief financial officer and pay
cuts for GTx’s top three leaders.
Mark Mosteller announced
his resignation as vice president,
chief financial officer and treasurer on Sept. 27, the same day
a committee of the company’s
board of directors announced
the plans for the workforce
reduction.
Mosteller, who has been a
senior officer of GTx for more
than 12 years, leaves at the end
of the calendar year.

The same compensation
committee of the board of
directors also announced salary
reductions effective Oct. 1 for
CEO Mitchell S. Steiner, President and Chief Operating Officer
Marc S. Hanover and Vice President and Chief Scientific Officer
James T. Dalton.
Steiner takes a $113,000 cut
in his $565,110 base salary while
Hanover’s $491,646 base pay is
cut by $98,329. Dalton’s base pay
goes from $430,560 to $375,000.
Steiner and Hanover are also
not eligible for retention cash
bonuses the compensation committee granted other employees
or retention equity awards. The

bonuses and awards are part
of an effort by the company to
keep the employees it deemed
“essential” as GTx charts a
course through what started as a
promising year.
Much of that promise
centered on Enobosarm, the
most advanced of the experimental drugs and products GTx
is developing. The drug is an
experimental treatment aimed at
preventing and treating muscle
wasting in those with non-small
cell lung cancer.
In January, the Food and
Drug Administration announced
it was reviewing Enobosarm in a
fast-track program. The fast track

means a faster approval of drugs
that treat conditions or diseases
for which there are few other
therapies. It also means more
meetings and correspondence
with regulators as well as a faster
review from the FDA if the trials
go well and the drug developer
then seeks approval for widespread use in the U.S.
The drug’s goal is to allow patients to better tolerate
chemotherapy treatments for a
longer period of time. Non-small
cell lung cancer accounts for 85
percent of all lung cancers.
As the year began, GTx’s
market research suggested
peak U.S. sales for Enobosarm

Economy

Finance Pros ‘Not Worried’
About Shutdown – Not Yet
Andy Meek
ameek@memphisdailynews.com

Local financial advisers don’t expect the government shutdown
to have a huge impact on the national economy, at least not yet.
A bigger concern is how the debt ceiling vote will swing.

D

avid Waddell, president and CEO
of Memphis-based Waddell & Associates, had a two-word response
when asked what financial and economic
impact there might be from the current
dysfunction in the nation’s capital.
“Not worried.”
The federal government went into a
partial shutdown Oct. 1 when the U.S.
House and Senate didn’t reach an agreement on funding the government’s everyday operations. And another spat looms: in
mid-October, the government will need to
raise its borrowing capacity – the so-called
debt ceiling – to keep funding itself.
There are simple political dynamics at
play. Democrats control the White House
and the Senate, but the Republican-controlled House is trying to use the need to
agree on a funding plan to end the shutdown and then the need for a debt ceiling
vote as an opportunity to extract political
concessions from Democrats.
“As far as the markets go, we have seen
this movie before,” said Waddell, who also
writes a weekly column for The Daily News.
“There may be short-term disruption this
time around, but (those disruptions have)
been shorter and shorter lived each time

we bump our heads into the debt ceiling.”
Mark Ruleman, a wealth adviser with
United Capital, agreed. The economy is
growing, and he thinks it would take a lot
more than a temporary government shutdown to dislodge that growth.
Temporary, of course, being the
operative word. Because there’s still the
unknown result of how the political dynamics will look once it’s time for the debt
ceiling vote.
The government shutdown this week
marked the first day of the final quarter of
the year. Past shutdowns have tended to
be short-lived, and according to some estimates a weeklong shutdown would barely
move the needle at all on U.S. GDP.
“Dysfunction in Congress is real, and it
creates an uncertainty that scares the public,” said Marty Kelman, chairman and cofounder of Kelman-Lazarov Inc. “I believe
the professionals have already discounted
the uncertainty and expect that Congress,
along with some drama, will fund the U.S.
budget and not default on our debt. Along
with an economy that continues to slowly
improve and a continued infusion of bond
purchases from the Fed – albeit less in
the future – our expectation for the stock

market is still positive.”
He adds the caveat, though, that there
are always potential outside events beyond
anyone’s predictive abilities that could
quickly reverse that attitude.
Robert Trimm, chief investment officer for Legacy Wealth Management in
Memphis, said national lawmakers have
tended to overstate any potential downside to political squabbling over things
like the debt ceiling, “sequestration” and
other outcomes related to government
spending cuts.
“Even the Congressional Budget Office overestimated sequestration’s impact
on both GDP and employment this year,
predicting that GDP would expand by 1.4
percent and unemployment would still be
at 8 percent by the fourth quarter,” Trimm
said. “But a funny thing happened. The
economy did not fall back into recession
even though government spending as a
percentage of GDP has fallen, and while
growth has not been near its historic
average, equity prices in the U.S. have increased over 20 percent year-to-date. GDP
has grown faster and the unemployment
rate is lower so far than the CBO predicted.
“So, once again, we go through what
has become an annual ritual of negotiating both a continuing resolution and
an increase in the debt ceiling, which
from an investing standpoint ultimately
comes down to what happens to (government spending).”

could be in the neighborhood
of $750 million.
But in August, Enobosarm
did not meet its goals in two latestage clinical trials.
The specific goals in the
trials were for lean body mass
and physical function and, when
Enobosarm missed the goals,
GTx stocks plunged in response.
That set the stage for the layoffs and pay cuts that followed.
The company expects to
complete the downsizing, which
will impact 53 “non-executive
employees,” by Oct. 31, according to a filing Tuesday with
the Securities and Exchange
Commission.
The company said affected
employees will be eligible to
receive “specified severance
payments” based on level and
years of service with the company, and the continuation of
group health insurance coverage
through Oct. 31, 2013.
As GTx determines its next
move with Enobosarm, it is also
developing Capesaris, a hormonal therapy to treat men with
metastatic castration resistant
prostate cancer.
Last year, the company sold
rights and assets related to Fareston, a drug for the treatment
of metastatic breast cancer in
postmenopausal women.
The company’s work with
Capesaris demonstrates the sudden peaks and valleys that are
part of the terrain for companies
developing experimental drugs.
If the drugs make it through trials
and are approved for widespread
use they can generate large sales
figures for the makers and their
investors that easily eclipse the
large amounts invested in the
development of the drugs. But if
they don’t make it through trials
or encounter other obstacles and
the company is publicly traded,
as GTx is, it is reflected quickly in
stock prices, which can lead to a
swift reaction by the company to
assure investors.
GTx began discussions with
the Food and Drug Administration in April 2012 about resuming
trials on Capesaris. Just months
earlier, FDA regulators had
ordered GTx to stop clinical trials
on the drug citing an increased
risk of blood clots. GTX wanted
to resume trials with lower doses
of the drug and instead of using it as a primary treatment,
use Capesaris as a secondary
treatment.
Reporter Jennifer Johnson
Backer contributed to this story.
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Coston-Holloway Finds
Myriad Ways to Give Back

COSTON-HOLLOWAY

J

oann Coston-Holloway, an
associate with Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC, is Shelby County’s
district representative for the
Tennessee Bar Association.
One of her roles is helping
plan the Young Lawyers Division’s
upcoming Wills for Heroes event,
where attorneys will provide
basic wills, living wills, and health
care and financial powers of
attorney to first responders and
their spouses or partners.
Volunteers will be available for assistance on Oct. 12 at
the Benjamin L. Hooks Central Library.
“The volunteers come away
with more than, I think, the
heroes because you get to hear
about their stories, different situations that they’ve been involved
in and you just really, really feel
good being a part of knowing
you’re making a difference for
them because they’re out every
day putting their life on the line
to make a difference for you,”
Coston-Holloway said.
Originally from New Orleans,
she saw first responders in action
during Hurricane Katrina in 2005
while a student at Xavier University of Louisiana studying political science. Coston-Holloway
had her heart set on becoming
a lawyer but wavered during her
third year and dabbled in some
other interests.
The pull, however, was too
strong.
“I found myself realizing this
is exactly what I want to do and
I can’t run from it,” she said, “so
I changed it back to political
science.”
Coston-Holloway was inspired by things she saw as she
was growing up that she wanted
to speak out about, and it was a
law degree that she knew would

give her that opportunity. She
graduated from Xavier cum
laude and entered Southern
University Law Center in Baton
Rouge, La., graduating in 2008.
While still in law school and
looking to “spread her wings,”
she interned for Baker Donelson
during the summer after her
second year.
For a year after law school,
Coston-Holloway clerked for
Judge Ivan L. R. Lemelle of the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana. It was
an invaluable experience, yet
she was eager to return to Memphis and Baker Donelson.
“I loved it and came back
after I graduated,” she said.
One thing she’s enjoyed
about working with the firm is
that a new attorney is given the
opportunity to work in every
field for three years before mak-

ing an informed decision on
which area to focus.
Coston-Holloway worked
her way through medical
malpractice, business litigation
and others.
“I found myself just really
loving labor and employment
more,” she said, choosing it as
her focus at the beginning of
her fourth year. “It’s interesting getting to be involved on a
deep level with what goes on on
an every day basis in different
people’s jobs.”
She has had occasion to
appreciate the firm’s support
as well after a car accident
just after her start left her in a
wheelchair with a broken femur,
progressing to a walker and
then a cane.
“There wasn’t, but had there
been any doubt, I think all that
would have been wiped away

Richard J. Alley
Special to The Memphis News

when I saw the tremendous level
of support that the firm gave
me throughout that experience,” she said.
As an example of getting to
know clients and their products,
Coston-Holloway said she was
familiar with the titanium rod
now in her leg due to a case
she’d worked on prior to the
accident.
As a high school student in
New Orleans, she sought out
her high school dance coach’s
neighbor, an attorney who was
impressed that a teenage girl
would show up at her office to
ask for a job and guidance on
the path to the legal profession.
Coston-Holloway worked for
the New Orleans attorney, Rosalind Larkins, for three years.
“She showed me a lot,”
Coston-Holloway said. “We’re
still in contact now, she’s defi-

nitely someone I’ve looked up
to business-wise and as a friend,
and in life; she’s been a great
inspiration to me.”
Because of the attention given her early on, and in addition
to Wills for Heroes, her service
to the community includes sitting on the board of Girl Scouts
Heart of the South and Brown
Girl Dreams (previously Girl
Talk Memphis), an organization
begun by Lori Spicer Robertson
to mentor at-risk teenage girls.
With her husband, Terrance
Holloway, a financial adviser
with Merrill Lynch, she’s enjoyed
getting to know her adopted
hometown. With Baker Donelson and work on various boards
and with groups like the Young
Lawyers Division of the Tennessee Bar Association, she appreciates the opportunity to give
back to this community.

Logistics

Dunavant Picks Up TCI in Houston
Michael Waddell
mwaddell@memphisdailynews.com

D

unavant Transportation Group
recently completed the acquisition
of the Houston and Dallas operations of Transportation Consultants Inc.,
a New Orleans-based third-party logistics
provider founded in 1983.
The move is the next in the continued
evolution of Dunavant from a cotton merchant into a purely third-party logistics and
asset-based transportation firm.
The deal marks the second acquisition
for Dunavant in the Houston market in the
past three years. In early 2011, Dunavant
entered the asset-light side of the trucking business when it acquired Trans Gulf
Transportation, a Houston-based transportation company specializing in regional
and local intermodal drayage and trucking
operations.
“We already have operations in Dallas and Houston, and TCI has locations
there that are complementary to what we
are trying to do in the Texas market and
the Southwest. It’s a good fit,” said Richard
McDuffie, Dunavant chief operating officer,
who explained that the TCI deal provides
Dunavant with a much-sought-after warehousing component in the Houston area.
The acquisition increases Dunavant’s
regional and local intermodal and port
chassis services, trucking and crossdocking
amenities, and crossdock and warehouse

capacity near Houston’s Bayport and Barbours Cut port terminals.
“Shipping and logistics are enormously
important to the futures of Houston and
Dallas, which are two of North America’s
strongest regional economies,” McDuffie
said. “Uniting Dunavant’s global expertise
with TCI’s exceptional team in Texas will
maximize our capabilities across the United
States and around the world.”
McDuffie feels that the acquisition does
not significantly affect Dunavant’s operations in Memphis.
“We did not impact or add any people
in Memphis as part of this operation, other
than a small amount of back office support,” he said. “We continue to expand
our operations here in Memphis with
organic growth.”
In addition to Dunavant’s latest strategic
move to grow its operations in Texas, the
company added Bethany Coots as director
of marketing & business development as
well as more sales and marketing staff in
that market over the summer.
“We are very happy that we’ve experienced double-digit growth this year,”
McDuffie said.
He said he expects continued growth,
organically and through strategic
acquisitions.
“We’re looking for the right companies

with the right talent,” he said. “We are not
opposed to more acquisitions in the Texas
market. It’s a growing area of the country.”
Dunavant Transportation Group is a
subsidiary of Memphis-based Dunavant
Enterprises, an asset-based company
providing container drayage, crossdocking
and transloading, yard services, and chassis
leasing. The company is currently involved
with agricultural commodities, retail, paper,
chemicals and food products.
Dunavant was founded in 1928, and
the company gained more than 50 years
of experience in logistics and supply chain
management as one of the largest global
commodities distributors in the world. The
company sold its cotton interests to Louis
Dreyfus Commodities in 2010.
Dunavant now has 10 truck terminals
in the Southeast and Southwest, including
Norfolk, Va.; Wilmington, N.C.; Charlotte,
N.C.; Charleston, S.C.; Savannah, Ga.;
Atlanta; Dallas; Houston; Nashville; and
Memphis. It also has sales offices in cities
like Cincinnati.
The company has recently established
new sales offices in Phoenix and Baton
Rouge, La.
Through its Dunavant Transportation
Group and Dunavant Logistics Group, the
company focuses on four main “pillars” –
global, freight, distribution and consulting.
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Loose Ends Remain in Nineteenth Century Case
The still-tentative deal to prevent demolition has a
crucial deadline on Oct. 15 and lots of considerations
before then that involve money and timing.
Bill Dries
bdries@memphisdailynews.com

T

he still-tentative deal to prevent
the demolition of the Nineteenth
Century Club building in Midtown
has a crucial deadline on Oct. 15 and lots
of loose ends before then that involve
money and timing.
Oct. 15 is when $40,000 in earnest
money from Nashville businessman Dave
Wachtel is due to Union Group LLC.
Union Group is the Memphis company that bought the mansion on Union
Avenue from the Nineteenth Century
Club, with plans to demolish the mansion and build a retail center including an
Asian restaurant on the land. Wachtel and
his investors would buy the mansion in a
second deal from Union Group and agree
not to demolish the mansion.
But as the deal takes shape, there is
approximately $500,000 in proceeds from
the first sale that remain frozen. Most of
the money Union Group paid the Nineteenth Century Club was then donated
to the Children’s Museum of Memphis,
which has plans to use it for a new exhibit. The museum had already spent about
$50,000 toward the new exhibit and was
due to make another $10,000 payment on
Tuesday, Oct. 1.
In Shelby County Chancery Court,
attorneys Steve Mulroy and Webb Brewer,
who represent the plaintiffs contesting
the original sale who want to stop demolition, agreed to letting the museum make
the payment. But attorney John Philip,
representing Union Group, said his clients
had a problem with doing that before the
sale to Wachtel is a done deal.
The bond the plaintiffs had to post
remains in place for now. But Evans said if
the case is delayed past the Oct. 16 hearing, the bond will be “substantially more.”
After the hearing, Mulroy was confi-

dent the deal to keep the mansion intact
will be made by Oct. 15.
“I feel good about it. (Wachtel) said it
is very likely he will go through with this
deal. If he puts the $40,000 down in earnest money, he’s not going to walk away,”
Mulroy said. “That’s not refundable. So I
think there is a very good chance that we
will see the deal go through.”
Evans was wary.
“The court is well-aware that even
where earnest money is put up, deals still
don’t go through for many and sundry
reasons,” he said from the bench, before
telling all sides that he will see them the
day after the down payment is due.
If Wachtel makes the down payment this month, he would close on the
deal later, probably in December, using
financing driven by a combination of
historic tax credits and a facade easement
agreement with the preservation group
Memphis Heritage Inc.
Both parts of the financing hinge on
Wachtel and his investors leaving the
mansion intact.
Evans questioned closely how that
would work. The easement was last
used on several Memphis properties in
the 1980s.
Attorneys for the club and the
museum said any problems with the
arrangement would be between Union
Group and Wachtel separate from any
lawsuit, which they contend should be
dismissed the day after Wachtel pays the
earnest money.
Lynn Heathcott, president of the club,
which is in the process of phasing itself
out, expressed support for the outcome
in which the mansion is still standing.
But she said she has concerns about the
impact of the delay.
“We’re very hopeful. But we mainly
want to see the Children’s Museum have
access to their funds,” she said. “We did
what we felt was a good thing in giving up
our building. The money went to a very

Nineteenth Century Club

(Memphis News File/Lance Murphey)

good cause. We want it to be over and
everyone to move forward.”
Evans indicated the next hearing
might be where the case ends, even if the
dispute doesn’t.
“The way I see it, the court is not
inclined to take any action on anything
before Oct. 16,” he said. “On the 16th,
whether there is a closing or earnest
money or not, the lawsuit ought to be

dismissed or the Union Group be allowed
to go forth with the demolition.”
Mulroy indicated that if the deal falls
through, he and Brewer will be pursuing
the appeal they began before the mediation efforts began, aimed at the alternative buyer and use for the property. The
appeal would be of Evans’ September ruling that upheld the sale to Union Group
and the demolition.

Friday at 7:00pm WKNO
Friday at 7:30pm WKNO2
Sunday at 8:30am WKNO
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westminster continued from P7

about serving others, not showing off your etiquette knowledge.”
Gassia Gerges, partner at Vaco
Technology, a leading executive
placement and job recruitment
firm in Memphis, applauds this
approach. She spends most of
her days screening potential
candidates for jobs and says it is
often the attitude that differenti-

ates someone in a pool of equally
skilled hopefuls.
“We’re in a market right
now where we have a surplus of
candidates with an identical skill
set,” she said. “The question is no
longer who is the most qualified.
The question is who, out of all
these candidates, truly represents
a committed person who is not
so much coming into the interview asking what that company

herenton continued from P20

read about, seen in my life. This man was
dynamic. He was a hard worker and he
was nonstop. He was relentless,” Carpenter recalled. “But the problem with these
guys – Harold was a Taurus the bull, and

can do for them, but asking what
they can do for that company.
Someone who’s saying, ‘I’m here
to make a difference in your
organization – I want to help you
meet your company objectives
and add value to your growth.’”
Will Walker of Memphis, a
Westminster Academy graduate
and freshman at University of
Mississippi, said he had heard
about Westminster’s protocol

Willie Herenton is Taurus the bull. Them
boys hit and bumped heads and they just
did not like each other, but they respected
each other. That took them a long way. …
They had a mutual respect.”
The personality differences came
to the surface after the election several

courses throughout his lowerschool years there. As an athlete,
he and his friends didn’t really get
it at first, he said.
“A lot of kids my age have a
hard time seeing the purpose. But
later we learned that the protocol
course isn’t really about us; it’s extremely others-oriented,” he said.
“At the Protocol Ball, my friends
and I had a blast, although you
start the night thinking, ‘This is

times, most notably in a heated phone
exchange about a summer jobs program,
during which Herenton cursed Ford and
hung up on him.
But Carpenter said the relationship,
as tempestuous as it was and remained,
is a lesson in what the divided local party

a night for me and dressing up
and looking good.’ But once you
get there, you’re reminded that
it’s actually not all about you. It’s
about making sure your date is
comfortable. It’s about respecting
others through good manners. It’s
about celebrating all the people
around you.
“It’s something I’ll be able
to take with me for the rest
of my life.”

needs going into the 2014 county elections. The elections are for the same
group of countywide offices that Republicans swept four years ago.
“These guys did a lot for the city of
Memphis, notwithstanding their personal issues, because of their respect and
love for the community,” Carpenter said.
“That’s what we are missing now. We need
to come together to do more for the community. We may be all right today. Tomorrow is not promised.”
Memphis City Council member
Myron Lowery, in a video speech, said
Herenton had eclipsed Ford’s political
machine through holding the mayor’s office for 17 years.
Meanwhile, Ford was in town last
week for the opening of the new Harold
Ford Funeral Home on Sycamore View, a
third act in Ford’s long public life that will
see him phasing out his lobbying efforts
in Washington over several years.
The Ford family continues to hold
seats on the Memphis City Council, the
Shelby County Commission and the
Tennessee Senate. And next week, the
special Democratic primary election for
state House District 91 will feature Kemba
Ford, Ford’s niece, among the contenders.
Between the dinner and speeches
Saturday night, prospective Democratic
contenders in the crowd dropped a few
hints about who will be in the party’s 2014
primaries for county offices.
Memphis City Court Judge Tarik Sugarmon speculated about his own possible
bid for Juvenile Court judge but didn’t
rule it in or out.
Shelby County Commissioner Henri
Brooks is in the race for Juvenile Court
clerk, getting vocal backing from former
Criminal Court Judge Joe Brown, who was
the evening’s host and who also backed
Sugarmon.
The party’s standard bearer for Shelby
County sheriff in 2010, Randy Wade, was
warmly welcomed in a room that included more than a few opponents and critics
of Wade’s one-time political ally, U.S. Rep.
Steve Cohen. Cohen, who bested Herenton in the 2010 Democratic congressional
primary, was not among those present.
Attorney Ricky E. Wilkins, who is mulling a challenge of Cohen in next year’s
Democratic congressional primary, was
circumspect about the possible challenge, saying nothing at the event about
the possibility.
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»

happenings
The Booksellers at Laurelwood will host “I’m a
Memphian” author Dan Conaway for a discussion and
book signing Thursday, Oct. 10, at 6 p.m. at the bookstore,
387 Perkins Road Extended. “I’m a Memphian” is a
collection of Conaway’s “Memphasis” columns from The
Daily News. Visit thebooksellersatlaurelwood.com.

» Community
Shelby Farms Park will host Spooky Nights
on Fridays and Saturdays in October, as well
as Halloween night, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at
Shelby Farms. Events will include a haunted
trail, nocturnal nature hikes, hayrides and
more. Visit shelbyfarmspark.org for a list of
activities and prices.
Delta Country Jam Music Festival will be
held Friday, Oct. 4, and Saturday, Oct. 5, on
the Abbay & Leatherman Plantation in Tunica.
Single-day tickets start at $80; two-day tickets start at $125. Visit deltacountryjam.com
for a list of performers.
The Greater Memphis Chamber will present “A Conversation With … David Porter” on
Friday, Oct. 4, from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in The
Peabody hotel ballroom, 149 Union Ave. The
Grammy Award-winning songwriter, producer
and recording artist is founder of Consortium
MMT (Memphis Music Town). Tickets are
$35 for members and $40 for nonmembers.
Visit memphischamber.com or email tlee@
memphischamber.com.
In-Synk and The Daily News will host a Leadership Lunch & Learn about the book “Reverse Innovation” by Vijay Govindarajan and

Chris Trimble Friday, Oct. 4, from 11:45
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Triumph Bank board
room, 5699 Poplar Ave. Cost is $20. Visit
seminars.memphisdailynews.com.
The University of Tennessee Health Science Center College of Nursing will hold
information sessions Friday, Oct. 4, at the
college, 920 Madison Ave. The bachelor’s
program session will be 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
master’s program from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and doctorate program from 3:30 p.m. 5 p.m.
Visit uthsc.edu/nursing or call 448-6125.
The Exceptional Foundation of West
Tennessee will hold its second annual chili
cook-off fundraiser Saturday, Oct. 5, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the foundation’s office, 1780
Moriah Woods Blvd. The event will include
chili tastings, live music and children’s activities. Tickets are $10 for adults, and free for
children 12 and younger. Visit efwtn.org.
The Levitt Shell will present Paul Thorn as
part of its 2013 free concert series on Saturday, Oct. 5, at 7:30 p.m. at the shell, 1930 Poplar Ave. in Overton Park. Visit levittshell.org.
WKNO will present “Reinventing Radio: An
Evening With Ira Glass” Saturday, Oct. 5,
at 8 p.m. at The Orpheum Theatre, 203 S.

Main St. The host of “This American Life”
will share stories and a segment of the
series’ funniest moments. Buy tickets at
orpheum-memphis.com.
The Levitt Shell will present Vaneese
Thomas as part of its 2013 free concert
series on Sunday, Oct. 6, at 7:30 p.m. at
the shell, 1930 Poplar Ave. in Overton Park.
Visit levittshell.org.
The Whitehaven Kiwanis Club will meet
Tuesday, Oct. 8, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at
Methodist South Hospital, 1300 Wesley Drive.
Carolyn Whitney, a breast cancer survivor and
founder and president of the Memphis chapter of Sisters Network Inc., will speak. Email
cburton615@hotmail.com.

University, Thursday, Oct. 10, at 5:30 p.m. in
the University Center theater, 499 University
St. Cost is free. Visit memphis.edu/moch
for details.

» THE ARTS
ANF Architects will host an opening reception for the RiverArtsFest invitational exhibit
Friday, Oct. 4, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at
its offices, 1500 Union Ave. The show runs
through Oct. 21. Visit riverartsmemphis.org.
Dixon Gallery and Gardens will host Wine
Down at the Dixon on Friday, Oct. 4, from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Dixon, 4339 Park Ave. The
event will include wine, food, live music and
open galleries. Tickets are $25 for members
and $35 for nonmembers. Visit dixon.org.

Talk Shoppe will meet Wednesday, Oct. 9,
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at DeVry University,
6401 Poplar Ave., sixth floor. Bankruptcy
attorney Bruce Ralston will present “How
Someone Else’s Bankruptcy Could Affect Your
Business.” Cost is free. Visit talkshoppe.biz
or call Jo Garner at 482-0354.

Rhodes College, The University of Memphis and Ballet Memphis will host the Music
of the River concert, featuring music inspired
by the Mississippi River, Friday, Oct. 4, from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Crosstown Arts, 430 N.
Cleveland St. Cost is free. Visit rhodes.edu.

Rhodes College will host a Memphis Centered lecture about the Civil War and historian
Shelby Foote, presented by Rhodes professor
Timothy Huebner, Wednesday, Oct. 9, at 5:30
p.m. in the Frazier Jelke Science Center on
campus, 2000 North Parkway. Cost is free.
Visit rhodes.edu.

The Metal Museum will host its 2013 Repair
Days family fun day, featuring metalsmithing demonstrations and hands-on activities,
Saturday, Oct. 5, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the museum, 374 Metal Museum Drive. The
annual Repair Days silent auction begins at 2
p.m., and the live art auction begins at 7:30
p.m. Visit metalmuseum.org.

The Memphis chapter of the American
Payroll Association will meet Thursday, Oct.
10, at 11:30 a.m. at the Holiday Inn University
of Memphis, 3700 Central Ave. Emily Gregg
of the Tennessee Department of Human
Resources will present “Tennessee Child
Support Program and Employers Working
Together.” Cost is $20 for members and $30
for nonmembers. Visit memphisapa.org.
The Marcus W. Orr Center for the Humanities at the University of Memphis will host
a lecture titled “Digitize and Democratize:
Libraries, Books and the Digital Future,”
presented by Robert Darnton of Harvard

Playhouse on the Square will present “Clybourne Park” through Oct. 13 at Playhouse, 66
S. Cooper St. Visit playhouseonthesquare.org.
Eclectic Eye presents new works by Memphis
artist Lee Holliday in its Midtown showroom,
242 S. Cooper St. The exhibit will be on display through Nov. 13. Visit eclectic-eye.com.
Germantown Performing Arts Center
presents “The Rothko Project,” a visual arts
exhibition in collaboration with IRIS Orchestra in the GPAC lobby, 1801 Exeter Road. The
exhibit will be on display through Oct. 26. Cost
is free. Visit gpacweb.com.

spotlight continued from P21

crosstown continued from P8

grading continued from P24

wanting to make a difference in the way information is disseminated and its quality.
“I want to keep writing, I enjoy writing,
and I enjoy getting it right,” he said.
Grusin was the first female that venerable Commercial Appeal editor Frank Ahlgren ever hired to report “hard news,” she
says. It was the early 1960s and she laughs
now remembering that she told Ahlgren,
when offered the job, “I’ll go home and
think about it.” She ended up accepting
the position on the spot and her tenure in
the newsroom lasted five years. Grusin saw
herself as a “frustrated law student” and returned to school, not for a juris doctorate,
but for a master’s degree and, eventually, a
Ph.D. in journalism and mass communications from Ohio University. She taught at
the University of Mississippi, making her
way from there to the University of Memphis in 1988. She retired from the university in 2012, and has since been teaching
writing at LeMoyne-Owen College.
In today’s race for up-to-the-minute
news and facts spewed as if from a fire
hose, Grusin and Brody aim to slow the
pace. They read thoughtfully and edit
according to the most basic rules writers
have learned – or should have learned – in
school. Words matter, it’s often said, and
the way that those words are presented to
the public will have repercussions on the
future teachers, reporters and editors.
“I can’t imagine not doing it, quite
frankly,” Grusin said regarding continuing with work at the age of 73. “I definitely
think there’s a need.”

struction of the project would create 997
jobs with a net payroll of $50.1 million.
RKG estimated the project would lead
to $384 million in wages, $82 million in
consumer spending and $15.6 million in
sales tax revenue over a 10-year period.
“The payback to the city is huge and
quick and it’s all for a project the profits
of which are reinvested back into the
building and the neighborhood,” Richardson said.
The Crosstown financing issue comes
as the city struggles with debt and other
financial issues and has reduced capital
spending levels, even as multiple major
redevelopment projects – such as the MidSouth Fairgrounds and Raleigh Springs
Mall, among others – compete for increasingly scarce dollars.
The city has been willing to invest,
through CIP dollars or financing methods
like Tourist Development Zones, in major
and minor redevelopment projects.
The city of Memphis helped kick start
the redevelopment of Overton Square
when it agreed to invest $16 million in a
new parking garage, which includes a detention basin underneath it that will help
ease flooding in Midtown. The city spent
millions to upgrade Liberty Bowl Memorial
Stadium, including the creation of Tiger
Lane. And earlier this week the council
gave tentative approval for $1.5 million in
capital funding for renovations to Southbrook Mall in Whitehaven.
The Crosstown development team’s
financing issues are not new to City Hall.

For K-8 schools, there is no
single state standard for the scores
that translate to letter grades. But
that changes when students enter
the ninth grade. There is a single
letter grade standard for high
schools set by the state.
The different letter grade scale
in K-8 does not affect the statewide
listing of how school systems and
individual schools within them
performed in terms of students
who are proficient or advanced
and students who are not proficient at their grade level. The list is
based on how students performed
on the Tennessee Comprehensive
Achievement Program tests.
Standards based grading is a
national education trend being
debated perhaps not as prominently as Common Core standards
and charter schools and education
vouchers.
The discussion touches on what
critics of the conventional letter
grade system contend are subjective elements that are applied
across subjects.
For instance, a student may be
graded as answering 95 percent of
the questions in a social studies
test correctly for a letter grade of
“A.” But in a biology course there
are different standards that come
with the sciences where the right

and wrong answers are clearer.
In standards based grading,
the goal is less subjectivity and the
path to more objectivity is that the
standards for a particular letter
grade in a score range become
more specific.
And the Common Core standards adopted by Tennessee and
most of the other states are specific
down to specific skills a student is
to master or be proficient in at a
certain point in the school year to
move on to the next goals.
Critics of the new way of
grading argue a student’s effort
should be a factor in grading just
as school districts can be rewarded
for the growth they show in failing
schools for moving more students
toward proficiency and grade level
achievement. They point to letter
grades as an incentive for students,
one of several other purposes for
the conventional grading system.
Critics also contend the new
way amounts to teaching to a test.
Proponents counter that it is teaching to standards.
Middle schools in the Metro
Nashville Schools system changed
to standards based grades in the
2012-2013 school year. In addition
to the rescaled overall letter grade
standard, the report cards there
come with an “effort code” and a
numerical standards score for the
middle schoolers.
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Week of 9/23/13 - 9/29/13
crosswords

The Weekly
Crossword
The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Shopping mecca
5 Rugged rock
9 Map collection
14 Toast topper
15 Political contest
16 Little bit
17 Bed for some
overnight
guests
18 ____ arms
(2 wds)
19 Church
contribution
20 Pay a claim
22 Disinterested
24 Furillo's street
26 Cut of lamb
27 Humiliate
30 Disconcert
32 Cut the grass
35 Usable asset
37 Celestial being
39 Cup edge
40 Like Poe's prose
42 One opposed
43 Difficult
experience
45 Diverse
47 Sandwich bread
48 Social class
50 Conduct a class
51 Small particle
52 Inventory unit
54 Lazy
58 Irrational fear
62 Miss Frank's
work
63 Journey
65 ___ and board
66 Group of eight
67 Small brook
68 Internet
destination
69 Renter's
contract
70 Cross bar
71 Enthusiasm
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5
6
7
8

More than mean 46 Engrave with
55 "Treat Me ___"
Jay-Z's genre
acid
(1957 Elvis
LSD
49 Guard at the
song)
Taxonomic
gate
56 Computer input
category
51 Accepted
57 Group of three
9 Diplomat
customs
59 Skin swelling
10 Feat of magic
53 Fruit for pies
60 Small amount
11 Strip of wood
54 Object of
61 Prayer closing
worship
12 Longing
64 Type
13 Bird feeder filler
21 In ___ of
flowers...
23 Grad cap
Answer to Last Week's Crossword
ornament
25 Shoe string
A T O P
A F O O T
A R I D
27 Wheel shaft
M O U E
F L A R E
R A C E
28 Rasp ending
M A T E
F A T E D
M I E N
29 In reserve
O D O R L E S S
B R A N D Y
31 Round cloth cap
F L E C K
Q U A D
32 Southwestern
A B S E N T
B U N G A L O W
blanket
B L A D E
O V A
D R O S S
33 Vision-related
O U R S
D I A R Y
S C U D
34 Relative
B I T
B U R S T
S T O L E
Week
pronoun of 9/23/13
E N -S 9/29/13
C O N C E
W A R M E R
DOWN
36 Narrate
A R C H
P A T I O
1 Tufted plant
38 Derby
T R I U N E
O R I E N T A L
contender
2 Medicinal herb
A I D S
C U B I T
G I R O
3 Pulled up stakes 41 Slushy drink
P L E A
A S I D E
E V E R
4 Abhorrent
44 Priest's helper
S E A L
P E T E R
R E A D
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public notices

Foreclosure Notices
Fayette County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated December 28, 2007, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded January 18, 2008,
as Instrument No. 08000435 in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Fayette
County, Tennessee, executed by John P.
Sullivan and Marie S. Sullivan, conveying
certain property therein described to
Brandon G. Polito as Trustee for Wells
Fargo Financial Tennessee 1, L.L.C.;
and the undersigned, Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed
Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 21, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Fayette
County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a point in the center
line of Somerville-Moscow Road, this
point being 314.89 feet Southwardly
as measured along the center line
of Somerville-Moscow Road; thence
1441.20 feet to a point in a fence row,
this also being the South line of Parcel
2 as surveyed by William Perry on May
11, 1984; thence Southwardly along
said fence row 151 feet to a point;
thence Westwardly a distance of
1438 feet to a point in the center line
of Somerville-Moscow Road; thence
Northwardly along the center line of
said road a distance of 151 feet, this
being the point of beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 3650 McKinstry
Road, Moscow, Tennessee 38057
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: John
P. Sullivan; Marie S. Sullivan
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-238780
DATED September 18, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 11, 2013 Fin11624
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated May 2, 2008, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 21, 2008, as Instrument
No. 08003884 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Fayette County, Tennessee,
executed by Dana L. Palmer and James
N. Palmer, conveying certain property
therein described to Karen Reale as
Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nomineee
for Security Atlantic Mortgage Co. Inc.,

its successors and assigns; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on November 18,
2013 on or about 10:00 A.M., at the
Fayette County Courthouse, Somerville, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Fayette County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
The land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Fayette,
State of Tennessee, and is described
as follows:
Lot 42, Section A. The Oaklands, as
shown on plat of record in Plat Book
6, Page 96, in the Register’s Office
of Fayette County, Tennessee, to
which plat reference is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said property.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 80 Oakleaf Cove,
Oakland, Tennessee 38060
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Dana
L. Palmer; James N. Palmer
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
931-238802
DATED September 20, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 11, 2013 Fin11628

Foreclosure Notices
Madison County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 30, 2003, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 2, 2003, at Book T1474,
Page 888 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Cindy Cheri Terry, conveying
certain property therein described to
Arnold M. Weiss, Esq. as Trustee for
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc.; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 17, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity pre-

approved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Being Lot Number 304, Section III,
Shepards Field Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
9, Page 284, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee reference to which plat is made for a more
particular description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 81 Abraham Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Cindy
Cheri Terry; Internal Revenue Service
On or about April 14, 2008, the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, filed a federal tax lien against
the Defendant, Cindy Terry, recorded in
the Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, at Book L50, Page 1230. Any
interest in the property held by the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, by virtue of the aforementioned
federal tax lien is both junior and inferior
to the interests held by The Bank of New
York Mellon, fka The Bank of New York
as Successor in interest to JP Morgan
Chase Bank NA as Trustee for Bear
Stearns Asset-Backed Securities Trust
2004-SD3, Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2004-SD3. Provided, however,
that the United States of America, Internal Revenue Service, pursuant to 26
U.S.C. §7425 and 28 U.S.C. §2410(c),
shall have one hundred and twenty (120)
days from the date of the sale within
which to redeem the property by virtue
of its tax lien(s) herein by payment of the
actual amount paid by the purchaser at
the foreclosure sale, plus any amount
in excess of the expenses necessarily
incurred in connection with such property,
less the income from such property, plus
a reasonable rental value of such property. As required by 26 U.S.C. §7425(b),
the United States of America, Internal
Revenue Service has been given timely
notice of this action.
On or about January 14, 2013, the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, filed a federal tax lien against
the Defendant, Cindy Terry, recorded in
the Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, at Book 58, Page 436. Any
interest in the property held by the United
States of America, Internal Revenue
Service, by virtue of the aforementioned
federal tax lien is both junior and inferior
to the interests held by The Bank of New
York Mellon, fka The Bank of New York
as Successor in interest to JP Morgan
Chase Bank NA as Trustee for Bear
Stearns Asset-Backed Securities Trust
2004-SD3, Asset-Backed Certificates,
Series 2004-SD3. Provided, however,
that the United States of America, Internal Revenue Service, pursuant to 26
U.S.C. §7425 and 28 U.S.C. §2410(c),
shall have one hundred and twenty (120)
days from the date of the sale within
which to redeem the property by virtue
of its tax lien(s) herein by payment of the
actual amount paid by the purchaser at
the foreclosure sale, plus any amount
in excess of the expenses necessarily
incurred in connection with such property,
less the income from such property, plus
a reasonable rental value of such property. As required by 26 U.S.C. §7425(b),
the United States of America, Internal
Revenue Service has been given timely
notice of this action.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-70790
DATED September 16, 2013

WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 2013 Fin11620
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated December 21, 2010, and the
Deed of Trust of even date securing the
same, recorded December 30, 2010, at
Book T1896, Page 1653 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Madison County,
Tennessee, executed by Josephine Williams Anthony Williams and Anthony Williams, conveying certain property therein
described to Kerry Webb as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Acopia,
LLC, a Corporation, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 31, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin in the Western
margin right-of-way of Joyce Drive,
said point being the Northeast corner
of Lot Number 211, Section Number
II, Grandview Estates, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book Number
4, Page Number 373, in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee; runs thence North 73 degrees
56 minutes West with the North line
of Lot Number 211 a distance of
58.7 feet to an iron pin; runs thence
North 01 degrees 06 minutes West a
distance of 200 feet to an iron pin in
the South margin of Parchman Drive;
runs thence North 88 degrees 545
minutes East with the South margin
of Parchman Drive a distance of 161.7
feet to an iron pin; runs thence in a
Southwesterly direction and following
a curve to the right having a radius of
25 feet a distance of 53.8 feet to a
point in the Western margin of Joyce
Drive; runs thence South 35 degrees
47 minutes West with the Western
margin of Joyce Drive a distance of
174 feet to a point; runs thence in
a Southerly direction and following
a curve to the Left with the Western
margin of Joyce Drive a distance of 43
feet to the point of beginning. Being
Lot Number 210, Section Number II,
Grandview Estates.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 73 Joyce Drive,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305-6420
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive cov-

Related Info
Also read our daily edition, The Daily
News, in print or online every business
day for public notices for Memphis &
Shelby County.
Go to www.memphisdailynews.com or
call 683.NEWS for more information.

enants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens or
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and to any matter
that an accurate survey of the premises
might disclose. In addition, the following
parties may claim an interest in the
above-referenced property: Josephine
Williams; Anthony Williams; Anthony
Williams
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-226701
DATED September 12, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 2013 Fin11622
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default having been
made in the payment of the debts and
obligations secured by a Deed of Trust
executed on September 28, 2012, by
Karen D. Mullins to Charles Patterson,
Atty, Trustee, for the benefit of Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as sole nominee for Franklin American
Mortgage Company and appearing of
record in Register’s Office of Madison
County, Tennessee, in Book T1936,
Page 1218; and
WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of
said Deed of Trust was last transferred
and assigned to Franklin American
Mortgage Company and
WHEREAS, Franklin American Mortgage Company, as the holder of the
Note for which debt is owed, (“Note
Holder”), appointed the undersigned,
Priority Trustee Services of TN, LLC, as
Substitute Trustee by instrument filed
or to be filed for record in the Register’s
Office of Madison County, Tennessee,
with all the rights, powers and privileges
of the original Trustee named in said
Deed of Trust; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Tenn. Code
Ann. § 35-5-117, not less than sixty
(60) days prior to the first publication
required by § 35-5-101, the notice of the
right to foreclose was properly sent, if
so required; and
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable as provided in said Deed of Trust by the Note
Holder, and that the undersigned, Priority
Trustee Services of TN, LLC, Substitute
Trustee, or its duly appointed attorneys
or agents, by virtue of the power and
Continued on page 32
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Continued from page 31
authority vested in it, will on Thursday,
October 17, 2013, commencing at 1:00
pm at the Main entrance (North Door) of
the Madison County Courthouse location
in Tennessee, proceed to sell at public
outcry to the highest and best bidder for
cash, the following described property
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
to wit:
Map 33O- Group C - Parcel 45.00
BEING Lot No Five Hundred Forty-five
(545), Section 5-B of Copper Ridge
Subdivision, a plat of which appears of
record in Plat Book 10 at Page 629 in
the Register’s Office of Madison County,
Tennessee, reference to which plat is
made for a more particular description
said lot.
Being the same real estate conveyed to
the grantor of record in Deed Book 715
at page 1634 in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 21 Copper Ridge
Cove, Jackson, TN 38305
CURRENT OWNER(S): Karen D. Mullins
The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to all matters shown
on any recorded plan; any unpaid taxes;
any restrictive covenants, easements or
set-back lines that may be applicable;
any prior liens or encumbrances as
well as any priority created by a fixture
filing; and any matter that an accurate
survey of the premises might disclose.
Substitute Trustee will only convey any
interest he/she may have in the property
at the time of sale. Property is sold “as
is, where is.”
For every lien or claim of lien of the
state identified above, please be advised
notice required by § 67-1-1433 (b)(1)
was timely given and that any sale of the
property herein referenced will be subject
to the right of the state to redeem the
land as provided for in § 67-1-1433(c)
(1).
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory or otherwise, homestead, and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee.
The right is reserved to adjourn the
day of the sale to another day, time, and
place certain without further publication,
upon announcement at the time and
place for the sale set forth above.
PRIORITY TRUSTEE SERVICES OF TN,
LLC
1587 Northeast Expressway
Atlanta, Georgia 30329
770-234-9181
File No.: 1371813
Web Site: www.JFLegal.com

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 8, 2005, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 18, 2005, at Book T1687,
Page 486 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee,
executed by Nicolle Kinnon, conveying
certain property therein described to
Nations Title Agency of Tennessee Inc.
and/or Nations Lending as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Decision
One Mortgage Company, LLC, its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 17, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lying and being in the Fourth Ward
of the City of Jackson of Madison
County, Tennessee, and more particularly bounded and described as
follows, to-wit:
Beginning on a stake in the North
margin of Westwood (formerly Stevens Street) at a point 108 feet
East of the Northeast intersection
of Prospect and Westwood, and runs
thence North and parallel with and
within three feet of the East line of
Lot No. 2, 150 feet to a ten foot alley;
thence East with said alley 50 feet
to the Northwest corner of Lot No. 4;
thence South with the West line of Lot
No. 4, 150 feet to the North margin
of Westwood; thence West with the
North margin of Westwood 50 feet to
the point of beginning. Same being a
portion of Lot No. 3 in Block No. 2 of
the Walnut Grove Subdivision of the
Highland Park Addition to the City of
Jackson, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 215 Westwood Av-

enue, Jackson, Tennessee 38301
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Nicolle Kinnon; Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc as nominee
for Decision One Mortgage Company,
LLC; Decision One Mortgage Company,
LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-132513
DATED September 16, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 2013 Fin11621
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated February 14, 2006, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded February 16, 2006, at Book
T1738, Page 164 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Phillip H. Wilken, Jr.
and Connie F. Wilken, conveying certain
property therein described to Arnold M.
Weiss, Esq. as Trustee for Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A.; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on November 14,
2013 on or about 11:00 A.M., at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.

The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Being Lot 724 in Section VII of Seven
Oaks Subdivision, a revised plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
10, Page 2, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee, reference to which plat is hereby made
for a more particular description of
said Lot showing its location and the
length and direction of its boundary
lines.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 178 Cambridge
Drive, Jackson, Tennessee 383057128
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Phillip
H. Wilken Jr.; Connie F. Wilken
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-238975
DATED September 19, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 11, 2013 Fin11625
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 21, 2008, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded March 24, 2008,
at Book T1827, Page 1689 in Office
of the Register of Deeds for Madison
County, Tennessee, executed by Olivia
Deberry and Charlie Deberry, conveying
certain property therein described to
Landamerica Lawyers Title as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nomineee for Security
Atlantic Mortgage Co. Inc., its successors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
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been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on November 21,
2013 on or about 11:00 A.M., at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at an iron pin in the West
margin of Hollywood Drive at the
Northwest corner of Carl Williams
Lot; runs thence with the West margin of said street North 40 degrees
30 minutes West 100.00 feet to an
iron pin; thence South 51 degrees 00
minutes West 200.00 feet to a point;
thence South 54 degrees 00 minutes
West 77.00 feet to an iron pin; thence
South 40 degrees 30 minutes East
104.03 feet to an iron pin in Williams
North line; thence North 51 degrees
00 minutes East 276.79 feet to the
point of beginning, and containing
0.64 acres.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1262 Hollywood
Drive, Jackson, Tennessee 383013809
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition,
the following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:
Olivia Deberry; Charlie Deberry; Credit
Acceptance Corporation; Union Planters Bank, National Association; Union
Planters Bank, National Association
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-239069
DATED September 23, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 11, 2013 Fin11626
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated December 6, 2006, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded December 7, 2006, at Book
T1782, Page 1237 in Office of the Register of Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Quinten Cawthon
and Jessica L. Gee, conveying certain
property therein described to John Clark
as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for
First State Bank, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by
virtue of the power, duty, and authority
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee will, on November 21,
2013 on or about 11:00 A.M., at the
Madison County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain
property hereinafter described to the
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid
at the conclusion of the sale, or credit
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bid from a bank or other lending entity
pre-approved by the successor trustee.
The sale is free from all exemptions,
which are expressly waived in the Deed
of Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Land lying and being in the Fifth Civil
District of Madison County. Tennessee, and being more particularly
described as follows, to wit:
Beginning at a stake in the West margin of Ingram Street, at the Southeast
corner of Lot No. 18 of the Southall
Dickson Subdivision, a plat of which
appears of record in Plat Book 1,
Page 264, in the Register’s Office
of Madison County, Tennessee; said
point also being 215 feet South of the
South margin of Catalina Drive; runs
thence South with the West margin
of Ingram Street 75 feet to a stake
in the South line of said Subdivision,
said stake being 200 feet North of
the North margin of Bryant Street:
thence West with the South line of
said Subdivision 146.8 feet to a stake
in the West line of said Subdivision;
thence in a Northeasterly direction to
the Southwest corner of Lot No. 18,
(North 2 degrees 30 minutes East
75.7 feet); thence East with the South
margin of said Lot No. 18, a distance
of 143.6 feet to the point of beginning, being Lot No. 17 of the Southall
Dickson Subdivision as shown on the
plat referred to above.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 91 Ingram Street,
Jackson, Tennessee 38301-3562
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Quinten
Cawthon; Jessica L. Gee
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-227225
DATED September 20, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 11, 2013 Fin11627
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 24, 2008, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded April 25, 2008, at Book T1831,
Page 20 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Madison County, Tennessee, executed by Joseph King and Erin
King, conveying certain property therein
described to Matt B. Murfree as Trustee
for Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Guaranty
Trust Company, its successors and
assigns; and the undersigned, Wilson
& Associates, P.L.L.C., having been
appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 31, 2013 on
or about 11:00 A.M., at the Madison
County Courthouse, Jackson, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate

situated in Madison County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Being Lot Number 51, Section IV,
Hickory Hills Subdivision, a plat of
which appears of record in Plat Book
4, Page 84, in the Register’s Office of
Madison County, Tennessee.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 82 Culpepper Cove,
Jackson, Tennessee 38305
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Joseph
King; Erin King
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700-239109
DATED September 26, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Oct. 4, 11, 18, 2013
Fin11630

Foreclosure Notices
Tipton County
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated August 23, 2010, and the Deed
of Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded September 22, 2010, at Book
1489, Page 558 in Office of the Register
of Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Kenna D. Thompson and
Joshua M. Thompson, conveying certain
property therein described to Fidelity
National Title as Trustee for James B.
Nutter & Company; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on November 20, 2013
on or about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 93, Templeton Farms Subdivision,
Section C as recorded at Plat Cabinet
H, Slide 358 of the Tipton County Registery’s Office to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said Lot. Subject to all
restrictions, reservations and easements now of record, if any.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 52 Webster Cove,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004-7622
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior
liens or encumbrances as well as any
priority created by a fixture filing; and
to any matter that an accurate survey
of the premises might disclose. In ad-

dition, the following parties may claim
an interest in the above-referenced
property: Joshua M. Thompson; Kenna
D. Thompson; Joshua M. Thompson;
Southern Security Federal Credit Union;
InSouth Bank
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1412-236981
DATED September 17, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 2013 Fin11619
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred
in the performance of the covenants,
terms, and conditions of a Deed of
Trust Note dated March 1, 2004, and
the Deed of Trust of even date securing
the same, recorded April 16, 2004, at
Book 1133, Page 683 in Office of the
Register of Deeds for Tipton County,
Tennessee, executed by Phillip E.
Hutcherson, conveying certain property
therein described to Nancy F. MacDonald as Trustee for Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Greater Atlantic Mortgage Corporation, its successors and assigns; and
the undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on November 27, 2013
on or about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Lot 5, Maple Woods Village, Section
A, as recorded in Plat Cabinet F, Slide
164-B, of the Tipton County Register’s Office to which plat reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 1890 Maple Drive,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest in
the above-referenced property: Phillip E.
Hutcherson; Atlantic Credit & Finance
Inc. Assignee from Capital One; Capital
One Bank (USA), N.A.
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
1286-171940
DATED September 27, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Oct. 4, 11, 18, 2013
Fin11629
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,

and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated April 27, 2000, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded May 2, 2000, at Book 900,
Page 138 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Keith L. Lowe and Cheryl
M. Lowe, conveying certain property
therein described to Jeanine B. Saylor,
of Shelby County, Tennessee as Trustee
for 1st Trust Bank for Savings; and the
undersigned, Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on November 6, 2013 on
or about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton
County Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property
hereinafter described to the highest
bidder FOR certified funds paid at the
conclusion of the sale, or credit bid
from a bank or other lending entity preapproved by the successor trustee. The
sale is free from all exemptions, which
are expressly waived in the Deed of
Trust, said property being real estate
situated in Tipton County, Tennessee,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the original
East line of the Price 70 acre tract,
of which this survey is a part, said
stake being North 30 1/4 degrees
West 413 feet from the original
Southeast corner of said tract; runs
thence with the East line of the same
and the West line of Woelfle, North
30 1/2 degrees West 400 feet to a
stake; thence South 36 degrees West
610 feet to a point in the center of a
gravel road; thence with the center of
the road, South 79 1/4 degrees East
250 feet, thence still following the
center of the road, South 52 degrees
East 150 feet to a point in the road;
thence North 34 1/4 degrees East
370 feet to the beginning.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 222 Double Bridges
Road, Munford, Tennessee 38058
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded plat;
any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Keith
L. Lowe; Cheryl M. Lowe; Household
Financial Center, Inc.; Midland Funding LLC Assignee of Citibank/Platinum
Select; Midland Finding LLC
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
817-129999
DATED September 24, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Oct. 4, 11, 18, 2013
Fin11631
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the
performance of the covenants, terms,
and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note
dated July 2, 2004, and the Deed of
Trust of even date securing the same,
recorded July 6, 2004, at Book 1149,
Page 753 in Office of the Register of
Deeds for Tipton County, Tennessee,
executed by Donna A. Sheppard, conveying certain property therein described to
John C. Clark as Trustee for Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for First State Bank, its succes-

sors and assigns; and the undersigned,
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having
been appointed Successor Trustee.
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby
given that the entire indebtedness has
been declared due and payable; and
that an agent of Wilson & Associates,
P.L.L.C., as Successor Trustee, by virtue
of the power, duty, and authority vested
in and imposed upon said Successor
Trustee will, on October 16, 2013 on or
about 10:00 A.M., at the Tipton County
Courthouse, Covington, Tennessee, offer for sale certain property hereinafter
described to the highest bidder FOR
certified funds paid at the conclusion
of the sale, or credit bid from a bank
or other lending entity pre-approved by
the successor trustee. The sale is free
from all exemptions, which are expressly
waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real estate situated in Tipton
County, Tennessee, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Lot 60, Green Pastures, Section C,
as recorded in Plat Cabinet F, Slide
122B to which plat reference is hereby
made for a more particular description
of said lot.
ALSO KNOWN AS: 243 Daisey Lane,
Atoka, Tennessee 38004
This sale is subject to all matters
shown on any applicable recorded
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive
covenants, easements, or setback lines
that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental
agency, state or federal; any prior liens
or encumbrances as well as any priority
created by a fixture filing; and to any
matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. In addition, the
following parties may claim an interest
in the above-referenced property: Donna
A. Sheppard
The sale held pursuant to this Notice
may be rescinded at the Successor
Trustee’s option at any time. The right
is reserved to adjourn the day of the
sale to another day, time, and place
certain without further publication, upon
announcement at the time and place
for the sale set forth above. W&A No.
700-97640
DATED September 10, 2013
WILSON & ASSOCIATES, P.L.L.C.,
Successor Trustee
FOR SALE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.
MYFIR.COM and WWW.REALTYTRAC.
COM
Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 2013 Fin11617
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE
Sale at public auction will be on
Thursday, October 24, 2013 at 12:00
noon at the North entrance of the Tipton County Courthouse, Covington, TN
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed by
Antonio L. Jackson and Ina E. Jackson
to Charles M. Ennis, Trustee, recorded
at Book 1205, Page 511 and conducted
by Clifton E. Darnell, Substitute Trustee
or his agent, all of record in the Tipton
Co. Register’s Office.
Owner of Debt: Patriot Bank
The following real estate located in
Tipton Co., TN will be sold to the highest cash bidder subject to all unpaid
taxes, prior liens and encumbrances
of record:
Lying in the Sixth Civil District of Tipton
County, Tennessee: Lot 43, Countryside
Estates, Section B, as revised at Plat
Cabinet C, Slide 41 of the Tipton County
Register’s Office to which reference
is hereby made for a more particular
description of said lot. Also commonly
known as 0 Plum Tree Circle, Munford,
TN – Parcel ID: 06-112-004.33
Owner(s) of Properties: Antonio Jackson and Ina Jackson
Other Interested Parties: City of Munford
All right and equity of redemption,
statutory and otherwise, homestead and
dower are expressly waived in said Deed
of Trust, and the title is believed to be
good, but the undersigned, will sell and
convey only as Substitute Trustee.
This is an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Clifton E. Darnell, Substitute Trustee
Oct. 4, 11, 18, 2013
Fin11632
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Logistics Remains
Our Bread and Butter

C

alling Memphis a
“battleground” for
cargo may suggest
conflict to some looking from the outside
into the business of
logistics in Memphis.
The battleground comparison
that is the billing for this year’s Southeast Freight Conference lends itself
more to competition across the rail,
river, road and air cargo sectors of our
local economy.
Logistics is delivering on the promise of a Memphis economy connected
to the global economy that we so often
talk about as if it were some distant
point in the future. It is an everyday
reality for every facet of Memphis business that moves its goods in any way.
In so many ways, the real business
of Memphis is about movement and
timing. That is why Dunavant Enterprises is a logistics business and not
just a cotton company with an international reach.
FedEx Corp. continues to create
its own definition in the changing
conditions in which high tech product
launches move to ocean containers as a
front line alternative to air transport.
And just last month, United Parcel
Service announced it would double the
size of its operation at Memphis International Airport. The UPS announcement, more than any other recent
development, underscores a point we
often run into the ground in our efforts
to sell Memphis – our location. But it
is hard to overstate the importance of
our location even if our eyes glaze over

whenever we hear what amounts to
preaching to the choir.
FedEx founder Fred Smith has repeatedly challenged the idea that UPS
and FedEx are in the same business.
They may compete in some ways, but
Smith makes the point FedEx is not
simply a package company.
In that argument is the essence of
what is happening in Memphis numerous times over --competition and
coexistence based on the market and
innovation as well as what the other
guy is doing. We are more than the
considerable sum of our parts.
But there is work to be done.
The top item remains a fix for
Lamar Avenue, the city’s major ground
freight corridor. That fix cannot wait the
normal several decades it takes state
road projects to move from the oh so
tentative and a mind-numbing array of
public hearings to people working on
the road.
We are also alarmed by word last
month from Tennessee Transportation commissioner John Schroer that
funding for road projects from the
federal highway trust fund could end in
2015. Tennessee is a pay as you go state
on road projects at a time when most
other states use bonds and the ensuing
debt they incur for road projects. The
end of trust fund money would see the
state’s transportation budget go from
$900 million to $600 million.
Schroer is right when he talks about
the intermodal industry locally going
to “hell in a hand basket” without the
federal funding to build the right roads
to make the right connections.

That’s a Good Dog
MEMPHASIS

dan conaway

TRICKS YOUR DOG TEACHES YOU.
Last weekend, the Lawsons’ church
retreat was interrupted by loss. A dog
had to be put down – more than a
dog – Posey had to be put down. The
fact that she had long been failing
didn’t make the vet’s call any easier to
answer, the drive north from Mississippi’s Camp Bratton Green any shorter.
Posey came before the other children,
before the move to Memphis, came
to be part of everything and every-

body for 16 years.
A Westie and a Lawson.
All of us who have lost a dog – a
friend like that – know that we continue
to see them, feel them, in everyday
circumstance, in the moments they
made moments, even in a dark spot on
the rug or a bright spot in the sun, in a
chewed corner and in the simple joy of
this and that.
I was thinking about that when I
got an email from a friend with a list of
things that the rector of an Episcopal
church in Naples said he’d learned from
his dog. Google turned up the same
list with a twist or two on multiple sites
ranging from the Maritime Law Center
to something called the Kill Zone, “Insider perspectives from today’s hottest
thriller and mystery writers.”
So here’s a compilation, but first

Roger and Me
the cord, then look for three dots on the TV
Bummer!
screen.
I drove in from Tulsa a while ago. No big
“I found them!” I shouted excitedly the
deal that my teammates and I suffered an
first time.
ignominious defeat on the golf course this
“Okay, disconnect the cord again.” After
morning. No big deal that I opted to not lisI did this three times, Roger said, “Now we
ten to the football game on the radio during
wait three to five minutes.”
the drive home, which might have
By the end of the fifth minute, I’d
made the drive seem briefer.
finished the crossword. On the screen
I’d set the TV at home to
was the company’s logo, with a little
record that game. Susan and I
circle that, ominously, was not spinplanned to watch it after dinner.
ning. That’s when he gave me the
But when I sat down and turned
news that he was going to ship
on the set an hour ago, the
me a replacement box. “It should
dreaded “No signal” message
floated across the screen.
VIC FLEMING arrive on Tuesday.”
“You’re kidding me, Roger.
After rebooting a half dozI SWEAR
Right?”
en times, to no avail, I printed
“No, Victor. I am not kidding.” He said he
out the Sunday New York Times crossword
must load my unique information into the
from the computer and called customer
new box. This procedure, he said, “must take
support. From experience, I figured I could
place here.” I didn’t ask where “here” is. It’s
solve half the puzzle while on hold.
enough for me to know “here” is not where I
As I went to print out the crossword, I
am. Where I’d been hoping to watch golf and
noticed the computer was without power. It
football and “Breaking Bad” and “Masterwas then that Susan told me there’d been a
piece Mystery” tomorrow. And something
brief outage earlier in the day – a matter of
else on Monday.
seconds. Just enough to require a reset“Roger,” I said, “your company has
ting of all the clocks, mess up the sprinkler
stores in Arkansas. Why can’t you transmit
system, and … fry the TV?
that data to a box at the West Little Rock
My helpful technician, Roger, spoke
location, where I can pick it up tomorrow?”
very good English. But his accent plus the
“Victor, I agree with
need to have him on
you. But it is not done
speakerphone, so I
that way.”
could follow his instrucChecking online, I
tions, presented issues. Fleming’s weekly puzzle Page 30
saw that my football
He had to say several
team blew a big lead in
things more than once.
the fourth quarter, losing a heartbreaker. An
Roger talked me through what seemed
appropriate end to the day.
to be tantamount to a reboot … times three.
“Goodbye, Roger.”
Before calling him, I’d unplugged the main
cord from the wall, waited thirty seconds,
Vic Fleming is a district court judge in
then plugged it back in. He had me disconLittle Rock, Ark., where he also teaches at the
nect the power cord from the (company’s
name omitted) “box,” count to 10, reconnect William H. Bowen School of Law.

I Swear Crossword

I’ll share a simple exercise that reveals
the difference between our loved ones
and our dogs. Lock your spouse and
your dog in the trunk. Come back in six
hours, open the trunk, and see which
one is glad to see you.
Twenty Tricks I Learned From My Dog
1. Never pass up a joyride, know
how good wind on your face feels.
2. When loved ones come home, run
to greet them with a grin and a butt
wag. 3. A little discipline gets you
stuff. 4. Let others know when they’ve
invaded your territory. 5. Take naps.
And stretch. A lot. 6. Run and romp
daily, treating each day as an adventure. 7. Eat with gusto. 8. Be loyal and
love unconditionally. 9. Never pretend
to be something you aren’t. 10. If what
you want is buried, dig until you find
it. 11. When someone is having a bad
day, be silent, sit close and nuzzle
now and then. 12. Thrive on attention
and let people give you a pat or a

scratch. 13. Avoid biting when a simple
growl will do. 14. On hot days, drink
lots of water and lay under a shade
tree. 15. When you’re happy, dance
and wag your entire body. 16. Make
friends. 17. Carrying grudges is for
cats. 18. Bond with your pack. 19.
Delight in walks. 20. Long after you’re
gone, remain a memory in people’s
dreams.
Richard Lawson is the rector of
Grace-St. Luke’s, and he’ll preside
over the Blessing of the Animals this
Sunday afternoon – a mad, magic zoo
of an experience, and a poignant one
for him.
I’m a Memphian, and I’m guessing
a puppy is headed for that family. With
Posey’s blessing.
Dan Conaway is a lifelong
Memphian, longtime adman and
aspiring local character in a city
known for them. Reach him at dan@
wakesomebodyup.com.
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THE 2013 COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE REVIEW & FORECAST will provide an overview of
commercial real estate trends both locally and nationally. This seminar will focus on four
sectors of the commercial real estate industry – office, industrial, retail and multi-family.
Presentations by industry leaders will reveal how each sector has fared in 2013 and what
to expect in 2014.
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